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PREFACE

TO

THE FIRST EDITION.

Wairst the annals of almoet every nation that can boast of
any political importance bave been illustrated by eminent
British writers, Persia acems hitherto to have been geoerally
neglected. It must, therefore, be allowed to be highly
desirahle that this blank in our litersture should be filled
up, and that the Euglish reader should be made acquainted
with the history and condition of a people, who have io
most ages acted a conspicuous part on the theatre of the
world ; and who have of late acquired peculiar claims to
our attention, from the nature of their relaticos to British
Todia, and from the revewal of their intercourse with the
States of Europe. Though I have for many years con-
templated such a work, as an object of utility and import-
ance, a sease of my own want of qualifications as an author
long deteyred me from undertaking it. I hed Jeft my
native country, and entered the army of India, st an age
whea those who aim at literary eminence are only com-
menciog their studies; and when I first had opportunities of
collecting the materials which form the basis of my prescnt
work, I neither enjoyed, nor had any prospect of cnjoying,
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the necessary leisure for putting them into 2 form to meet
the public eye. A number of advantageous circumstances,
however, concurred by degrees in ultimately removing the
doubts which these difficulties had at first excited in my
mind. During the last fifteen years, I have three times
visited Peria in the charge of political missions; and I have
for almant the whole of that period been intrusted with the
condact of the vegotiations between thet State and the
British Government in India. The neture of my public
employment, which led to my travelling over almost all the
provinces of Persia, gradually improved the knowledge 1
bed before possessed of that kingdom and its inhabitants ;
and & sense of duty, as well as the natural curiosity which
I felt of investigating the state of & country so imperfectly
known to Europesns, equally urged me to endeavour to
amass useful information of every description ; whilst it
may be casily conceived that the diplomatic character with
which I was invested greatly facilitated my progress in the
attainment of this object.

What I have now eaid will shew that I do not come
forward, as an author, with those pretensions which belong
to men of high literary attainments; but that the prosecu-
tiod of my public duties first led me to feel the want of a
History of Persia, and subsequently involved me in an effort
which, under other circumstances, I should never have
contemplated. I do not, however, state this fact with a
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view of deprexating criticism, or of claiming indulgevce : 1
am fully aware that the fate of every work must be deter-
mined by its own merit, and have, therefore, laboured to
render that which I have undertaken as complete as pos-
shle, T have studied perspicuity—I have sought truth;
and mry opinious, which ave invariably expressed with free-
dow, rosy, perhape, have some value, from being those of &
man whose only Jemons have beeo lemrned in the school of
cxpETiaKe.

The History of Persia may be divided into two parts:
the ancicot snd the modern. The former, which com-
oo in the fabulous ages, terminates in the conquest of
that omtry by the Caliph Owar, in the thirty-first year of
the Hijrah. Throughout this period the Persians come
in frequent contect with the great European nations of
antiquity : but as my principal object in undertaking this
wark, was to supply information that could not be obtained
from the bistorians of Greece snd Rame, I have, in general,
Gllowed Eastern authors; and their narmtions of the
events of these distant periods will at least be deemed, by
the Eqropean reader, a subject of just literary curioity.
The wstwrials from which this part of my work is com-
posed, are fully stated in the Appendix, which is, in fact,
a dimertarion upon the ancient history of Persis. 1 almont
fear that this Appendix may be deemed too long. It
necemarily recapitulates many cvents that had been pre-
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viously stated : but I was more willing to meet the charge
of tautology, than to run the risk of not rendering complete
in itself this difficult and interesting branch of my subject.

In the modern parts of the History of Persia, I have
studied brevity, as far as was consistent with the introduc-
tion of every fact that appeared of importance; but the
subject was so copious and diverging, that it required a
constant effort to confine myself within the proposed limits.
In one point I have, perhaps, indulged in a greater latitude
than has usually been assumed by writers of history. I
have not unfrequently endeavoured to enliven and to illus-
trate my subject, by the relation of occurrences in which I
was personally concerned. This I did under an impression
that the character of nations, as well as individuals, may
often be better appreciated from anecdotes, than from a
mere narration of events; and when such passages occur,
they will, in addition to that light which they throw upon
facts and observations, serve to remind the reader of what
I before stated,—that if I had not been a traveller I should
never have been au historian.

In the course of this work I have carefully consulted
every European author of eminence who has investigated
the history and literature of the Oriental nations. But as I
have always quoted, in my notes, the names of those by whose
labour I have profited, it would be superfluous to men-
tion them here, the more especially as their well-established

reputation could derive no increase from my eulogiums.
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I have to acknowledge, with sincere gratitude, the aid of
Goee whom motives of personal friendship have induced to
promote the success of this work. To the kindness of Sir
James Mackintosh, and to that interest which he takes in
every cffort to illustrate Eastern history, I owe the greatest
obligations. 1 am also much indebted to Mr. William
Erskive® of Bombay, from whom I received several valu-
sble communications; and I feel, that if my attempt to
throw light upon the more remote periods of Persian his-
tory should prove satisfactory to the reader, I shall, in a
very considerable degree, owe my success to Mr. Alexander
Hamilton, of Hertford College, whose superior knowledge
of every branch of Oriental literaturc enabled him to give
we the most emential assistance in this difficult and import-
ant part of my work.

Before I left India 1 was indebted to Mr. N. H. Smith,
late Envoy to the Court of Scind, for the communication of
his Journals, and for remarks upon the character of the
Anbian tribes settled on the shores of the Persian Gulf. 1
was also uoder obligations to Mr. Bruce, the present Rosi.
dent of Aboosheher, for observations upon the constitution

$ téarm try tetarn tn Eoglaad, 1 received a very interesting outnmunjo.
ton from Mr. Erkine on two sepukhral urps, found near Aboosheher,
which had bovo seut 1o him by Mr. Beuce, the British Rewident at thas
place. My obacrvations on almilar urns (Vol. 1. p. 498) had heen printed
tufare 1 recwived Mr. Enkine's letter: but {t was with the grvateot satisfac

tion [ found the opinions I had expressed upon this subject cormmpond with
thow of ooe, on whose lewruing and jndgment I place great reliance.
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of the Persian army, and the customs® of the wandering
tribes ; and I have received, since my retum to England,
some valuable information, upon the same subjects, from
Mr. Cormick, Surgeon to the late Embassy in Persia, and
from Mr. Willock, who has recently been appointed Chargé
d’Affaires at the Court of Teberan.

It remains to spesk of those Officers who accompanied
me to Perais, and who were alike led by zeal in the public
service, and by persooal regard for me, to assist in my
researches to obtain information. To Captains Grant and
Christie +, and Lieutenant Pottinger, who were deputed
by me to explore and report upon the provinces of Mekran,
Balochistan, and Seestan, which divide India from Persia,
and who executed that difficult task with a spirit of enter-
prise that must ever reflect the highest honour on their

@ T have recelved communications upon similar sobjects from my friend
Jaflier Ali Khan, an Indisn nobleman, who haslopg residedat Shiran; and
1 have, at different periods, obtained valuable memoirs, containing historical
facts snd anecdotes, from several Persiuns of rank snd reputation, who are
a¢ present residing iu that country, snd some in high employmens. When
such information is referred to in the History, it is always marked Persian
M8,, a8 many reasons prevented my giving publicity to the names of those
from whom I derived it.

# Captain Grant of the Bengal Establishment, and Captain Christie of that
of Bombay, were employed by me, on &ccount of thelr knowledge of the
nstive languagm, and the high reputation they had in the armies to which
they belonged. Their success justified the seloction : but T had soon after-
wards to regret the loss of Captain Grant, who was murdered by banditti on
his journey fromn Bagdad to Kermanshah ; snd Captain Christie Iately fell

{n a contest between the Persians and Russians, in which he gallantly sup-
ported the reputation of British valoar.
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characters, 1 owe infarmation, which is the more valuahle
as it could have been derived from no other source. I am
also much indebted to the reports and communications of
Captxins Frederick and Josiah Stewart, Mr. Henry Ellis,
Captaio John Briggs, and Captain Jobn M*‘Douald Kinnier.
The latter officer bas since acquired a just reputation by
the publicatioo of a Map and Geographical Memoir * on
Persia, which is partly compiled from his own surveys and
obeervations, and pertly from those of the other Officers
employed in my several Miagions to that country, which I
put into his hands with a confidence in his talents that has
oot been dissppointed.

To my relation, Major Pasley, who accormpanied me on
all my Missions to Persia, and who early acquired an inti-
mate knowledge of the language and character of the inha-
bitants of that country, I am indebted for important aid in
every stage of this work. To Mr. Andrew Jukes my
obligatians are equally great. That gentleman, whose long
remdence in Persia was passed in the attsinment of useful
knowledge, communicated to me all the information he pos-
sessed; and I owe to his learning and research many im-
partant facts illustrative of the science and manners of the
people | have endeavoured to describe.

I could dwell more than I have done upon this subjeet,

* Captain John M'Dousld Kinnler bas, since the publicstion of his

Memsir, born avployed in Asia Minor, and bas traverned same of the lant
koown parts of that calabraiad country.
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as there is no circumstance connected with my work so
pleasing to my mind as the recollection of the assistance
which I bave received from those friends whose names have
been mentioned. I might indeed swell this list, but I fear
that I have already too far intruded my feclings upon the
reader.
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THE

HISTORY OF PERSIA.

Caarrer 1.

GCENERAL INTRODUCTORY OBSERVATIONS ON THE BOUN-
DARIES, MOUNTAINS, DESERTS, RIVERS, AND CLIMATE
OF THE KINGDOM OF IRAN, OR PERSIA.

Beroxx we enter on the history of a people, it appears
necessary to say a few words respecting the extent and
nature of the country in which they dwell. The boundaries
of Iran, which Europeans call Persia®, have undergone many
changes. The limits of this kingdom, in its most prosper-
ous periods, may however be easily described : the Persian
Gulf and Indian Ocean® to the south, the Indus and the

® This word is generally supposed to be derived from Fars, or Parm, a
division of the empire of Iran, and applied by Europeans to the whole. 1t is
cwrtainly unknown, in the sense we use it, to the present natives of lran,
though some Asiatic writers contend that Fars formerly meant the whole
kingdom. In proof of this, a passage of the Koran is quoted, where one
of Mabomed®s companions, who came from a village near Isfahan, is ealled
folman of Fars or Pars. We have also the authority of the Ncripture for
the mame Parna® or Phars. The authors of the Universal History, 4+ on
what suthority I know not, state, that Iran is not a general name of Persia,
but of a part of that country. This is certainly erronecus : lran has, from
the maost ancient times to the present day, been the term by which the Per.
sians call their country; and it includes, as they understand it, all the
provinees to the east of the Tigris, Assyria Proper, Media, Parthia, Persia,
and Hyroania or Mazenderan. The whole of this country has prohahly
been styled Pars or Persia in the Bible, and by Uireek and Roman writers
since Cyrae,

* Persian geographers sssume more magnificent limits for their ancient
empire: they sy it included funr sons and six grest rivers: the Black Sem,
© 1% s o0 named ia Damel, Halras, &e. tVol. V.p. 50,

Vor. L B



2 HISTORY OF PERSIA. [Chap. L

Oxus to the east and north-east, the Caspian Sea and Mount
Caucasus to the north, and the River Euphrates to the
west. The most striking features of this extensive country,
are deserts and mountains; amid which are interspersed
beautiful valleys and rich pastures. From the mouths
of the Indus, to those of the Karoon and the Euphrates,
the narrow strip of arid and level country which lies be-
tween the mountains and the sea, bears a greater resemblance
in soil and climate to Arabia, than to Persia. Although
this tract extends in length for more than twenty degrees,
it cannot boast of one riverc that is navigable above a
few miles from the ocean. The appearance of this coast is
almost everywhere the same, a succession of sandy plains; but
the eye is occasionally relieved by large plantations of date-
trees, and by patches of cultivation near the wells and fresh-
water rivulets, which are thinly scattered over this extensive
barren region. Inland, from the chain of mountains nearest
the Indian Ocean and Persian. Gulf, unto the Oxus in one
direction and the Caspian Sea in another, the most marked
featurcs are nearly the same ; a succession of mountains and
valleys of different elevation and extent. There are only a
few among the former of very extraordinary height, though
many ranges have continual snow upon their summits,
None of the valleys are broad; but some are of great length,
often exceeding a hundred miles. The only tracts within
this empire which spread wide, without the interruption of
mountains, are salt deserts, of which there are several; one of
the most remarkable is that extending from the banks of the
Heirmund River? in Seistan, to the range of hills which divide

the Red Ses, the Caspian Sea, and the Persian Gulf the Euphrates, Tigris,
Araxes, Phasis, Indus, and Oxus.

¢ The Tazab, which divides Fars from Khuzistan, is navigable for boats as
far as Endian, a distance of 16 miles from the sca.

4 I have written Heirmund, because it is generally so termed by Persian
authors; but it is also called Helmund. This fine river, (the Etymander of
the ancients,) which takes its rise in the mountains of Hazara to the north

of Cabul, flows through Seistan, fertilizing part of that arld province, and
empties itself into the Leke of Zerah,
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that province from lower Mekran, a distance of about four
hundred miles. This may be deemed the extreme length of
the desert. Its breadth from Noosky, a village in Sarawan®,
to Jalk, in upper or northern Mekran, is nearly two hun-
dred miles. The salt desert, which reaches from the vici-
nity of Koom and Kashan to the provinces of Mazenderan
and Khorassen, is as long and some miles broader than
that of Scistan, with which it unites. The exact nature of
this vast wilderness is little known. It abounds with salt
marshes, and encircles the Sea of Zcrah, or Lake of
Seistan. In many of its dry parts it presents to the eye
either a crusted coat of brittle earth, or a succession of sand-
hils. The latter have in general the shape of waves, and
consist of particles of red sand, so light as to be hardly pal-
pable, which, scattered by the violent north-west winds
that prevail throughout the suromer months, form a moving
cloud, often alike destructive to animal and to vegetable life.

The influence of this great desert on the countries in its
vicinity and on the same level with it, is very great. They
are subject to extreme heats: the temperature of Kashan was
found, from observations made by Fahrenheit's thermo-
meter, to be about twenty degrees warmer than that of
Kohrood, a village twenty-five miles from it, in a small valley,
on the top of a range of hills, which were certainly not of &
beight to account for this great difference of temperature,
from the mere difference of clevation. The hills in the in-
terior of Persia are not quite so barren as the ranges which
meet the eye of the navigator of the Indian Sea and the
Persian Gulf; but none, except those of Mazenderan and
of Georgia, are covered with forests,  In the north-western
parts of Kurdistan, in parts of Fars and Khorassan, there
are woods intermixed with large trees; but most of the
mountains in Persia are cither bare, or thinly clad with
underwood.

The valleys in the central provinces of Persia abound with

¢ A district in Mekran.
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the rarest and most valuable vegetable productions, and
might be cultivated to any extent. The pasture grounds
are not surpassed by any lands in the world. Trees are
seldom found, except near the towns or villages; but the
luxuriance with which they grow wherever planted, shows
that the climate is congenial to them. The orchards of
" Persia produce all the fruits of the temperate zone; and
its wilds abound with flowers that can only be reared in
the gardens of Europe by care and cultivation. Though
there is a resemblance in the principal features of the
surface of this kingdom, some of its provinces are marked
by a very distinct appearance. In Fars, Irak, and Khoras-
san, the valleys are generally level. In Aderbijan they
appear like a succession of eminences between.hills; and
Kurdistan may be almost termed one immense cluster of
small mountains, occasionally intersected by loftier ranges;
on the top of which, as in every other part of Persia, are
table-lands, which, from their great elevation, are subject to
extreme cold .

Persia has hardly one river which can be termed naviga-
ble, unless the Euphrates and the Tigris may be considered
as belonging to it. The Karoon in Khuzistan, the Arras
or Araxes in Aderbijan, and the Heirmund which flows
through the province of Seistan, are the largest within its
ordinary limits. The rains, except in Mazenderan, are nei-
ther frequent nor heavy; and the want of water is undoubt-
edly the great obstacle to the general fertility of the country.
In its more prosperous dayss, astonishing efforts were made
by the inhabitants to overcome this natural defect : but the
local situation of Persia was unhappy ; and the ravages of
barbarous invaders often destroyed in a day the labours of

t In the year 1810, when encamped on the plain of Hubatoo in Kurdistan,
the water in my tent froze to near half an inch thick on the 17th of August.
‘The latitude was thirty.six degrees north, and Fahrenheit’s thermometer
at aix A, m. stood at thirty-four.

& In the small, but fine, district of Nishabore in Khorassan, there are said
t0 havo hoon twelve thousand water-courses.
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a century, and made a nation recede in despair from its
in improvement.

The climate is very various. It is not more affected by
the difference of latitude, than by the opposite nature of
the so0il, and by the remarkable inequalities of the surface
in almost all the provinces. The greater part of the
country, as has been stated, is a succession of plains at the
base of those ridges of hills by which it is intersected and
of table-lands nearly on a level with their tops. To pass
from the lower valleys to the higher, is to change the
temperature of summer for that of winter. But the climate,
though various, is healthy; and few countries can boast &
more robust, active, and well-formed race of men. Its
animals (particularly the horses and dogs) are of uncommon
size, strength, and beauty. The vegetable productions have
been noticed. In the mountains some valuable minerals are
found, but none in any abundance; and Persia has conse-
quently been always indebted to foreign countries for lead,
iron, silver, and gold.




Cuarter IT.
THE PAISHDADIAN DYNASTY OF PERSIAN KINGS,

Ir we desire to be fully informed of a nation’s history, we
must not reject the fables under which the few remaining
traces of its origin are concealed. However extravagant,
they always merit attention. They have an influence on
the character of the people to whom they relate, They
mix with their habits, their literature, and sometimes with
their religion. They become, in short, national legends,
which it is sacrilege to doubt; and to question the deeds
of Roostum would raise, in the breast of a Persian, all
those feclings which would be excited in an Englishman if
he heard a foreigner detract from the name of Alfred.
Such heroes often rise in importance (so far as their ex-
ample is of value) in proportion as their real history is lost
in obscurity: they arc adopted as models by painters and
poets; every human virtuc is ascribed to them; and men
are taught their duty from fables decorated with names
which they have learnt to vencrate from their cradle, and
the love of which is cherished with all the enthusiasm of
national pride.

According to all Mahomedan writers, cxcept the author
of the Dabistan®, Kaiomurs® was the first monarch of

b According to the Dabistan, Kaiomurs was preceded by an earlier race of
monarchs and prophets. This work stutes that Muh-abad and his wife were
the parents of the present race of men, and the last individuals left of the
former cycle. For the fire.worshippers believe, as the Hindus do of their
Kalpas, that there have been innumerable periods or cycles, each of which in
succession has been peopled by a male and female spared out of the cycle
that preceded it. Dut who were the first progenitors of mankind, and
whence they came, they deem impossible to be discovered.

"Mah-abad left a numerous progeny, whom he drew from a savage
state, into which they early fell, and, aided by divine power, he civilised
them, giving them a taste for the arts and the luxuries of life. He had
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Persia. They follow the chronalogy of the Jews, and trace
bis descent from Noah. He is said* to have reclaimed
his subjects from a state of the most savage barbarity. He
was, we are told by one authar!, the son of Yessan-Ajum,
while others call him the grandson of Noah™: all agree in
acknowledging him the founder of a dynasty, known in
bistory as that of the Paishdadians, or first distributors of
justice.

The cfforts of Kaiomurs to civilise mankind were in

thirteon sucosesors, who were at once the monarchs and high-priests of the
ocomatry ; but the last, called Azer.abad, abdicated the thrune, and retired
w0 a life of solitary devotion. On this a scene of murder, rapine, and
every enormity, ensued ; and the human race, becoming like beasts of prey,
teturned to their rude habitations in caverns and mountains.

A devout man, named Jy.affram, was now intreated to ussume the govern.
ment and restore the iustitutions of Maub.abad ; but he refused till enjoined
by the angel Gabriel, who brought the divine commands.  His sucvessors
made the Jy-anian dynasty ; the last of them was Jy.abad, who, after a
bappy reign, suddenly disappeared, and the empire fell aguin inte confu.
sien. Order was restored by one of his sons, named Shah Kedeer, the lust
of whose successors was Mahabool, whose depravity was such as caused him
%9 be driven from the thrune, to which his cldest son Yesaan was raised, and
his dynasty terminated with Yesan-Ajum, at the end of whose reign the
bumas moe had become 30 wicked, that Giod caused them to destruy each
sther by their mutual contentions, and the few that remained fled to the
woods and mountains: at this period the all.merciful Creator called
Kaiomur, or Gilshah, to the throue,

The periods of time ansigned 10 each dynasty exceed all human belief,
aad appear to be calculations applicatle to the revolutions of the heavenly
balics, and not dates referable o real history.  Thus the Jyanian race is
wid 10 have reigned one asper, or a thousand millions of years.

Such is the account contained in the Dabistan, a Persian work compiled
in lndia, and for which the Densateer in quoted an the authority ; but its
recent publication has diminished the respect once entertained for its opi.
sions. For a critical examination of these twu works, see an sdmirable
peper by Mr. Erskine, in the secoud volume of the Bumbay Traus.
aglions.

' He is also known by his title of tiilshah, or King of the Earth.

S Ferdod.

' Zeenut ul Tuarikh.

® Zeenut ul Tuarikh. The suthor of this work states, that the word
Kaicemurs is Hyriac, and signifies Hy-Natuck, or the Living Word. 1 con.
fem my entire ignorance of this derivation.
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the beginning only successful with his own family; the
rest retained their savage habits, and carried on a war
against him, during which his son, Siamuck, was slain
in battle. The first of Persian poets® has described
these wars in a work founded, no doubt, on :the
most ancient histories and traditions, but heightened by
his own rich imagination, and clouded by a thousand
fables. In his page these barbarous enemies of Kaiomurs,
are termed deevs®, or magicians; and when that monarch
carried Houshung, the infant son of Siamuck, to share
in the revenge he meant to take upon his enemies, his
army, according to the poet?, was joined by all the lions,
tigers, and panthers, in his dominions; and the deevs were
routed and torn to pieces in their flight by the auxiliaries
who had left their native forests to aid the just kinga.
After this victory, Kaiomurs retired to his capital of
Bulkhr, where, according to one author, he resigned his
crown to his grandson, Houshung; while another* asserts,
that he died and was succeeded by that prince. Both state
that he reigned thirty years.

Houshung, the second Paishdadian king, was renowned
for justice and wisdom; but we find a great difference

» Ferdosi.

© Deev means magician: in Sanscrit it means a brahman, perhaps
from some of that tribe pretending to be sorcerers : but such is the term
which barbarous men in all ages have applied to their enemies or neigh-
bours who had more art or knowledge than themselves. The rude inha-
bitants of Tartary, at the present day, gravely assure you that the Chinese
are deevs or magicians,

? Ferdosi.

9 In another account of this war, his army is said to have suffered grestly
from the unhealthiness of the country into which he marched ; but he was
relieved by a divine revelation, made through a voice which spoke from the
mountain, and told him his encmies were asleep in a neighbouring forest,
where he instantly marched and destroyed them.—Zeenut ul Tuarikh.

* This city, which lies in 36° 28’ of north latitude, sand in 65° 16’ of east
longitude, appears to have continued during a long period the capital of
the ancient kings of Perasia.

¢ Zeenut ul Tuarikh.
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smong Persian authors, both as to the events and the
period of his reign. He is said to have founded some
moble cities, and to have invented' many useful arts;
and his name is perpetuated in Persia as the first con.
structor of aqueducts. A work* of some merit, which
bas been quoted by Persian writers, is ascribed to him,
He reigned forty ycars, and was succeeded by his son,
Tabamurs, commonly called Deev-bund, or the Magician-
bindery; a title be derived from his success in warring
against the enemies of his family. According to Persian
fable, he was aided in those wars by the supernatural
wisdom of his prime minister, Sheerasp, who, we are
informed, used all kinds of spells and enchantments to
entrap the deevs. The latter, however, would appear to
have been superior to their conquerors in knowledge;
for it is confessed* that a number of them who were
prisoners, redecined their lives from Tahamurs by teach-
ing him to read and write. We learn from the author
who records these events, that the worship of idols was
girst introduced under this prince; and the account of its
origin . appears very natural. A malignant discase had
‘raged so long in Persia, that men, distracted at losing
many of their dearest friends and relations, desired to

¢ Perdosi states that Houshung first discovered fire by the collision of fiint
stenes, and ordained its worship as the Nour.e-Khodah, or Light of God.

¢ These aqueducts are made by a succession of small wells a few yards
dimant fram each other, and of such depth as the level and soil require;
they are connected at the bottom by a channel, large enough for a man to
pass and clearit. These wells conmence at a spring, and not only convey its
waters, but that of such other springs as are found in the course of the
anal; they are common through Persia. The water is applied to irrigation.

s The Jauveedan Khird, or Eternal Wisdom.

7 The Greeks termed all others barbarians; and many Asiatic nations
gopresent the enemies of their earlier power as demons and giants. When
Buddu and his successors conquered Ceylon, they are stated in the Cin-
galese Records to have extirpated the devils by whom that island was then
possrseed.

* Zesout.ul-Tuarikh.
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preserve the memory of them by busts and images, which
they kept in their houses, as some consolation under their
affliction. These images were transmitted to a posterity by
whom they were still more venerated ; and in the course of
time the memorials of tender regard were elevated into
objects of adoration*.

Tahamurs governed Persia thirty years. He was suc-
ceeded by his nephew, the famous Jemsheed®, a prince

® The following passage from the authentic Travels of William de Rubru.
quis, & monk, who was sent,in A.D. 12563, by Louis the Ninth of Frances,
(commonly called St. Louis,) to the Court of Mangou Khan, the grandson
of Chenghiz, is a remarkahle illustration of this passage. The author writes
from the City of Cailac, in Tartary. ** After I had sat awhile,” he observes,
¢« with these priests, and entered into their temple, and seen many of their
images both great and small, I demanded of them, What they believed cons
cerning God ? They answered, We believe that there is only one God.
Whether do you believe that he is a spirit or some bodily substance ? They
said, We believe that he is a spirit. Then said I, Do you believe that God
ever took man’s mature upon him? They answered, No. Again I said,
Since you believe that he is a spirit, to what end do you make so many
bodily images to represent him? Since also you believe that he was not
made man, why do you rather represent him by the image of a man than of
any other creature ? Then they answered, We frame not these images to re-
present God : but when any rich mai amongst us, or his son, or his wife or
any of his friends dieth, he causeth the image of thedead person to be made,
and to be placed here; and we, in remembrance of him, do reverence there-
unto. I replied then, Do you these things only for friendship and out of
flattery to man ? No, said they, but out of regard to their memories.

¢ And again,” this author observes, *‘ the Moals [ Moghuls] or Tartars
are, in this regard, of their sect; that is to say, they believe there is Imt
one God ; yet they make images of felt, in remembrance of their deceased
friends, covering them with five most rich and costly garments, and putting
them in one or two carts, which carts no man dare touch ; and these arein
the custody of their soothsayers, who are their priests, concerning whom I
will give your highness an account more at length hereafter.”* Similar is
the account given of the origin of idolatry in the book of Wisdom, c. xiv. 15,

b Jemsheed was the first who discovered wine. He was immoderately
fond of grapes, and desired to preserve some, which were placed in a large
veasel and lodged in a vault for future use. When the vessel was opened,
the grapes had fermented : their juice was so acid, that the king believed it
must be poisonous : he had some bottles filled with it, and poison written upon
each : these were placed in his room. It happened that one of his faveurite

® Harris’s Travels, Vol. i. p, 570.
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celebrated as the founder of Persepolisc, which is to this
day called Tukht-e-Jemsheed, or the Throne of Jemsheed.
To him Persian suthors attribute the invention of many
useful arts; and refer the first great reform in the manners
and usages of his countrymen. He divided his subjects,
they inform us, into four classes. The first consisted of
learned and pious men, devoted to the worship of God ;
the duty assigned to them was to make known to others
what was and what was not lawful The second were
writers, whose employment was to keep the records and
accounts of the state. Soldicrs formed the third, who were
directed to occupy themsclves in military exercises, that
they might be fitted for war. The fourth class were arti-
ficers, husbandmen, and tradesmen ®.  Jemsheed also intro-
duced the solar year; and ordered the first day of it, when
the sun entered Aries, to be celebrated by a splendid festivale,
The early part of his reign was prosperous beyond all ex-
ample ; but, immersed in luxury, he at last forgut the source
whence his good fortune flowed, and proclaimed himself a
deity ; directing his statues to be multiplied, that the Per-
sians might adore the image of their king, as the dispenser

ladies was affected with nervons head.aches: the pain distrarted her so
smch, that she dewired death: observing a battie with poison written on
ity she tovk it and swullowed ita contents. The wine, fur such it had
beonme, overpuwered the ludy, who fell into o sound sleep, and anoke
much refreshed.  Delighted with the remedy, she repeated the doses so
aften, that the king's poison was all drunk.  He soon discovered this, and
forced the lady to cunfess what she hal dome. A quantity of wine was
made; and Jemsheed und all his court drank of the new beverage, which,
from the manner of its discovery, is to this day known in Persia by the
name of sehere.khamh, or the delightiul poison.—Moviian Acxsa's
Madk.

¢ This city is aallel both Istakhe and Tukht.aJemsheed by the Persians,

4 The suthoritive oo which we give the history of Jemshenl make nomen.
tion of Mahabad ; bus if we are to eredit the Dubistun, the institutions of
Jemaheed can only have beeu a revival of thase of that law giver.

* It is callel Nounse, or new year's day, aml is still the greatest festival
in Persia. Some of the sculptures of Persepolis are suppused W represent
the prucessions at this festival.
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of all earthly guod. This act of daring impiety disgusted
his subjects, and encouraged the Syrian prince, Zohauk?,
to invade Persia. The unfortunate Jemsheed fled before
a conqueror, who was deemed the instrument of divine
vengeance. The wanderings of the exiled monarch are
wrought into a tale, which is among the most popular in
Persian romance. His first adventure was in the neigh-
bouring province of Seistan®, where the only daughter of
the ruling prince was led, by a prophecy of her nurse, to
fall in love with him, and to contract a secret marriage:
but the unfortunate Jemsheed was pursued through Seistan,
India, and China, by the agents of the implacable Zohauk,
and was at Jast seized and carried before his cruel enemy
like a common malefactor. Here his miseries closed :
for, after enduring all that proud scorn could inflict upon
fallen greatness, he was placed® between two boards, and
sawn asunder' with the bone of a fish.

There are various accounts of the descent of Zohauk,
who now became the sovereign of Persia. Some histo-
rians®, make him an Arabian, but descended from Kaiomurs:
others trace his descent to Shedad, and term him a Syrian;
and it has even been conjectured that he was the Nimrod
of the Bible. All agree that he was of a cruel and san-
guinary temper. He is described as having had two dread-
ful cancers on his shoulders, which the Persian fabulists
have changed into snakes!, whose hunger nothing could

f This prince was the descendant of Shedad, and, according to some
suthors, the nephew of Jemsheed.

s Called also Zabulistan, which is the ancient name. -

b Zeenut-ul-Tuarikh.

i Such is the most popular account of Jemsheed's reign ; regarding whom,
however, authors differ very widely. Ferdosi says, that his reign lasted
seven hundred years; and adds, that when the news of his death reached
the Court of Seistan, his widow put an end to her existence with poison:
but she left a son, whose descendant, Roostum, became the boast and glory
of his country.

k Zeenut.ul-Tuarikh.

} The whole of Zohauk's history is a fable: the story of the snakes is
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appease but the brains of human beings. Two of his sub-
jects were slain daily to furnish the horrid meal; till the
indignation of Kiwéh, a blacksmith of Isfahan, whose two
sons were on the point of being sacrificed, relicved the
empire from this tyrant, and raised Feridoon, a Paishda-
dian prince, to the throne.

Peridoon was the son of Abten, an immediate descendant
of Tahamurs. He had escaped in an almost miraculous
manner from Zohauk, when that prince seized and mur-
dered his father™. At the age of sixtecn he joined Kiawéh,
who had collected a large body of his countrymen: the
Persians fought with enthusiasm under the standard of the
blacksmith’s apron®, which continually reminded them of
the just cause of their revolt; and the presence of their
young prince made them invincible. Zohauk, after nu-
merous defeats, was made prisoner, and put to a slow and
painful death, as some punishment for his crimes.

evidently allegorical, and was probably designed to represent the fatal conse-
quences of yielding to evil temptation. We are told by Ferdosi, that the Devi)
porsuaded Zohauk to murder his virtuous father, Murdas: and afterwards
temptod him to eat flesh, which, in those days, was considered a great sin.
As » reward for the enjoyments he had obtained for him, Satan entreated
Zohauk's permimion to kiss his shoulders; which his lips no sooner touch.
od, than a hissing serpent appeared on each. These were expected to pro-
duce his immediate death ; but the monarch was assured by the Devil, who
Liad sssuned the form of a physician, that if the serpents were fed with
the brains of human beings, he need apprehend no danger. The re.
medy was tried, and proved succeseful ; and Persia, but for the courage of
Kiwih, would have been depopulated by this disbolical device.

= He aleo slew the peasant who had sheltered Feridoon in the mountains,
and the cow which had nourished him with her milk. The name of this cow
was Pourmaiah ; and Feridoon, in honour of its memory, carried an irvn
mace with a cow’s hend, as his weapon, in bettle. It was called the gurs
gowesir, or the cub with the cow's head.

» Veridoon's first act was to oonvert this apron into the royal standard of
Porsia. As such, it was richly ornamented with jewels ; to which every king
added, from Feridoon to the last of the Pehlivi monarchs. It was called the
Derufshe-Kiwinee, (the standard of Kiwih,) and continued to he the royal
standard of Persia till the Mahomedan couquest, when it was taken in hattle
by Sand.o-Wakass, and seat to the Caliph Omar,
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A Persian poet®, alluding to the victories which the
youthful Feridoon obtained over Zohauk, and to the
enchantments by which the latter was guarded, and the
manner in which they were overcome by his antagonist,
beautifully exclaims?: ¢ The happy Feridoon was not
an angel ; he was not formed of musk or amber; it was by
his justice and generosity that he gained good and great
ends. Be thou just and generous, and thou shalt be a Feri-
doon.”

The crimes of his elder sons, which embittered the latter
years of Feridoon, have given rise to one of the most affect-
ing tales in Persian romance; indeed it is only in that
form that there remains any record of these events.
This virtuous monarch had three sons, Selm, Toor, and
Erij. The two former were by one mother, the deughter
of Zohauk; the latter by a princess of Persint. After
these three princes had been united in marriage to three
daughters of a king of Arabia, Feridoon determined to
divide his dominions among them. To Selm he gave
the countries comprehended in modern Turkey; to Toor,
Tartary and part of China; and to Erij®, Persia. The
princes departed for their respective governments; but
the two eldest were displeased that Persia, the fairest of

° Sadi.
P ¢ Feridoon e ferokh, ferishta na bouds
Z.mishk, ou z-amber, serishta, na boud :
Be dad ou dahish, yaft an neekoee ;
Tu-dad, ou dahish kun, Feridoon touee."—.Gqulau.

9 Her name was Irandocht, or daughter of Iran ; ber father was Shah.
murd.

r From him Eastern authors derive Turan, formerly the Persian name
for all the countries between the Jaxartes and the Oxus. in ome direction,
and the Caspian and the boundaries of China in another,

» Many Persian historians derive the name of Iran from this prince.
Moullah Firoze, an excellent Pehlivi scholar, tells me it is the plural of Eer,
and means the country of believers; but Erij might have taken his name
from the same word. Eeron or Aron, I am told, signifies mountainous
in Hebrew ; and the face of the country certainly favours this latter etymo«
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lands and the seat of royalty, should have bren given to
their younger brother; and they combined to effect his ruin.
They first sent* to their father, to reproach him with his
partiality and injustice, and to demand a revision of his
act, threatening an immediate attack if their request was
refused. The old king was greatly distressed. He repro-
sented that his days were drawing to a close, and entreated
that he might be allowed to depart in peace. Erij disco-
vered what was passing, and resolved to go to his brothers
and lay his crown at their feet, rather than continue the
cause of a dissension that afilicted his father. He prevailed
on the old king to consent to this measure, and carried a
letter from their parent to Selm and Toor, intreating
that they should live together in peace. This appeal
had no effect, and Erij was slain® by his brothers*; who
had the barberity to embalm his head and send it to Feri-
doon. The old man is said to have fainted at the sight.
When he recovered, he seized with frantic grief the head
of his beloved son, and, holding it in his raised hands,
called upon Heaven to punish the base perpetrators of so
unnatural and crucla deed. ¢ May they never more,” he

¢ Ferdosi.
* Ferdosi.
* The remonstrance of Erij to his brothers when they resolved to slay
kim is given by Ferdosi in some very fine and affecting lines.
“ Pumundee, 0u hem dastanee koonee,
Ks jan daree, ou jan sitanee kounee :
My aza mourve, ke danah kush est
Ke jan dared, ou jan shereen kbouah est.”
“ Wil you ever allow it to be recorded
That you possessing life deprive uthers of that blessing ?
Pain not the ant that drags the gruin aloug the ground §
It has life, and life is sweet and delightful to all to whom it belongn.**
The last couplet has heen translated by Sir William Jones into English
versr. We are told, in a Persian work of celebrity,® that a person dreamt
be saw Ferdosi compming, and an angel guiding his pen : he louked near,
sad discovered that he had just written the above couplet, in which ho w
smphatically ploads for bumanity to the smallest lnsect.
* The Attash Kudilad,
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exclaimed, “ enjoy one bright day! May the demon of
remorse tear their savage bosoms?, till they excite compas-
gion even in the wild beasts of the forest! As to me,
I only desire from the God who gave me life, that he
will continue it till a descendant shall arise from the race of
Erij to revenge his death; then this head will repose with
joy on whatever spot is appointed to receive it.”

The daughter: of Erij was married to the nephew of
Feridoon ; and their young son, Meenucheher*, proved the
image of his grandfather. This child became the cherished
hope of the aged monarch; who, when the young prince
attained manhood, made every preparation to enable him
to revenge the blood of Erij. Selm and Toor trembled as
they saw the day of retribution approach; they sent am-
bassadors with rich presents to their father, and intreated
that Meenucheher might be sent to them, that they might
stand in his presence like slaves, and wash away the re-
membrance of their crimes by tears of contrition. Feri-
doon returned their presents; and in his reply to their
message expressed his indignation in glowing words: ¢¢ Tell
the merciless men, that they shall never see Meenucheher
but attended by armies, and clothed in steel®.”

A war commenced; in the first battle Toor was slain
by the lance of Meenucheher. Selm retired to a fortress,
whence he was drawn by a challenge from the youthful
hero, who was victorious in this combat; and the event
restored tranquillity to the empire. When Meenucheher
returned in triumph, the venerable Feridoon advanced
on foot to meet him: the prince dismounted as he ap-
proached, and, after kissing the ground®, received his con-

¥ This passage is almoat literal from the page of Ferdosi.

* The name of the lady was Peri-cheher, or l"ury-fnee that of her hus-
band, Pushung.

. The literal meaning of Meenucheher is Paradlse-fwe.
b Ferdosi,

¢ Kissing the ground appears to have been a very ancient usage in Persia.
In the Battle of the Chase, (a canto in the Shah Namah,) Roostum and his
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gratulations. Peridoon soon afterwards died: before he
expired, he placed his crown on the head of the grandson
of Erij, advising him to attend to the counsel of SamY, a
noblemman of great wisdom and high birth, who was here-
ditary Prince of Seistan. Persian authors inform us, that
Feridoon reigned five hundred years. They add, that he
was the first monarch who ever rode upon an elephant, or
brought those animals into use in war®. His wisdom and
goodness have been universally celcbrated. His testament,
addressed to his descendants, contained the following admi-
rable lesson to monarchs: ¢ Deem every day in your life a
leaf in your history ; take care, therefore, that nothing be
written in it which is not worthy of posterity.”
Meenucheher! was a guod and pious monarch: but the
great prosperity of his reign was chiefly owing to the
wisdom and courage of his prime minister, Sam, whose
descendants obtained a celebrity which has led Persian
historians and poets to speak only of the events connected
with their lives. The cldest son of Sam, we are informed,
was born with white hair : this greatly distresscd his father,
who in consequence named him Zal, or the aged. Soon
after his birth, Sam was persuaded that the infant was not
his own but that of some deev or magician; under that
impression, he sent it to be exposed on Elburze, a lofty
mountain, which the Persian historian describes as ¢ near the
sun, and far from mankind.” Here fabulists relate that the

Moress are represented as drinking the health of Kai Kaous, in bumpers
of Zabul wine, before the action commenced. ** They first,” the port says,
* proncunced the name of their king, then drank, and fulling prostrate,
kissed the ground."

4 The wun of Jemsheed, by the beautiful Princews of Seistan, was called
Atrut; his son was Gurshasp, whose son was Neriman, the father of Sam,
whase son Zal was the father of Roostum.

¢ Ferdosi.

f This prince is supposed t0 be the Mandaces of the Greeks.

¢ Ferdosi. This mountain,or rather range of mountains, is near the
wodern city of Teheran.

Vor. L. C
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young Zal was nurtured by a simurgh®, or griffin, But Sam
was soon induced to repent of his unnatural conduct; for
he heard a divine voice exclaim: ¢ That infant which a
father abandoned, is now the care of the universal Protec-
tor!.” He went to Elburz, where he humbled himself
before God; and his son was restored. They embraced,
and Zal went with him to the Court of Meenucheher:
the father was soon afterwards appointed governor of Seis-
tan, Cabul, and all the countries to the north of the Indus*;
to which he immediately proceeded, accompanied by his
newly discovered son.

The first adventure which the poet! records of Zal is

" that which led to all his renown, as it made him the father
of the hero of his country, the great Roostum, whose name
occupies so large a space in Eastern history, or rather ro-
mance, that it must prove an excuse for the narration of
the fabulous particulars connected with his birth.

One day, when hunting, Zal came to the foot of a tower,
on one of the turrets of which he saw a young damsel of
the most exquisite beauty. They mutually gazed and loved ;
but there appeared no mode of reaching the battlement.
After much embarrassment®, an expedient occurred to the
maiden: she loosened her dark and beautiful tresses, which
fell in ringlets to the bottom of the tower, and enabled the
enamoured prince to ascend. The lady proved to be Rou-

b It is possibly to this fable that Grecian historians allude when they
relate that Acheemenes was nurtured by an eagle. He is termed the founder
of the greatest family in Persia: some authors state that he was the second
of this family. Supposing Sam (who is, according to Persian authors, the
founder of the greatest family in their country) the Perseus of the Greeks;
Zul, who was nursed by a simurgh, a fabulous bird, was his son. Itis
certain, that all these heroes had many names or titles. Perseus and some
word like Achemenes may have been those of 8am and Zal; but I am
very little inclined to venture on this field of endless conjecture.

t Ferdosi.

k There appears no authority to conclude that the possessions of the ane

clent kings of Persia were ever permanently extended beyond the Indus,
! Ferdosi.

®» Ferdosi,
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dabah, the daughter of Mehrab, king of Cabul, a prince
of the race of Zohauk. The love which this extraordinary
interview gave rise to, ended in a marriage, approved both
by Sam and the royal father of the princess; and we are
sscured that all was bappiness, till the pains of Roudabah
threatened her husband with the loss of his beloved. The
grifin, who had nurtured Zal on Elbursz, had given him,
st parting, some of her feathers, and directed him to
burn one whenever he was in extreme distress. He did so0
now, and his kind nuree appeared. She told him that
nmnecuuarytomakennmmnonmthendeoflloudobah,
and gave him some intoxicating drugs®, which, when ad-
ministered to the princess, would make her insensible to
pain. Zal did as he was directed, and the giant child
was cut from the side of his mother, who was soon restored
to perfect health. The infant was named Roostum. Seven
punes® were asuigned for his support, but proved insuf.
ficient ; nearly as many sheep were soon required for hii
daily sustenance. Such is the fabulous account of the
birth of the hero of Persia. His deeds have been mag-
nified into miracles by the poet who describes them; and
thus his history is enveloped in romance. One of his
principal achievements, during the reign of Mcenucheher,
was the oonquest of the Kullah Suffeedr, in the province
of Fars. This fort lies about scventy-six miles north-west
of Shiraz, situated on a high hill, that is almost perpendi-
cular on every side. It is of an oblong form, and incloses
8 level space at the top of the mountain, which is covered
with delightful verdure, and watered by numerous springs.
The ascent is nearly three miles; for the last five or six
hundred yards, the summit is so difficult of approach, that
the slightest opposition, if well directed, must render it

* According w0 one copy, they gave her wine.

* Ferdoui.

? This meaus the White Furt ; so called, no doubt, frum its sppearance.
11 has still the seme pame.

ce
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impregnables. In the rude state of military science, it can-
not be surprising that even Roostum failed in subduing by
force such a fortress. After a tedious blockade, he had
recourse to stratagem. Having disguised himself as a
dealer in salt, of which he knew the garrison was much in
want, he put bags upon his camels, and, in place of the
article in which he pretended to trade, concealed an armed
man in each bag. No suspicion was excited. The attack
commenced after it was dark. The garrison, though sur-
prised, made a desperate resistance; and it was not till
daylight that Roostum obtained possession of the fort, in
which he is said to have found immense treasure’.
Meenucheher died, after a reign of one hundred and
twenty years. On his death-bed, he entreated his.son,
Nouzerr, to trust to Sam and his descendants as the best
supporters of his throne, But that prince forgot his
father’s advice almost as soon as he obtained the crown,
and never even consulted the advisers of his father, until
he saw his subjects on the point of rebellion, from their
resentment of his cruel and oppressive rule. He then sent
for Sam, who, the moment he arrived at court, was solicited t
to take upon himself the government of the country. This
he refused; but promised his efforts to reclaim the un-
worthy monarch, whose vices and weakness had led Pu-
shung, the King of Turan", to threaten an attack of Persia
with thirty thousand men, commanded by his son, Afrasiab.
The pretext of this war was, to revenge on the Persians

4 I am indebted for this description to Lieutenant M‘Donald, who
visited this fort in 1810. It was then in possession of the tribe of Muma.
senni, one of the aboriginal tribes of Persia, Their means of defence
were probably still the same as in the days of Roostum: a line of large
stones ranged in regular order around the edges of the precipice. Each stone
is wedged in by a smaller : when that is removed, the large stone, or rather
rock, is hurled down, and sweeps every thing before it.

r Ferdosi.

* The Sosarmes of Greek history.

t Ferdosi.

® Scythia.
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the death of Selm and Toor. The real cause was the
distracted state of the kingdom ; and the troops of Turan
were encouraged as they advanced, by hearing of the death
of Sam, from which they anticipated every success. Nor
were they mistaken: two cngagements and two single com-
bats,—in one of which Kobad, the son of the famous
Kiwih, was killed; in the other, Nouzer himself was dis-
comfited by Afrasiab,—placed the diadem of Persia upon
the head of the latter, who soon afterwards took Nouzer
prisoner and slew him. This happened in the seventh
year of the reign of that unfortunate monarch, who exhi-
bited in his combat with the Tartar prince a personal
courage, such as redeemed his memory from contempt.
After the death of Nouzer, Afrasiab ruled Persia for
twelve years. Having seized all the chief nobles, he
determined to put them to death; but was diverted* from
this by his brother, Agrarces, who persuaded him to rest
mtisfied with confining them in the fortress of Sariy in
Mazenderan, At length, Zal, the son of Sam, who com-
manded the army of his father-in-law, Mchrab, the King
of Cabul, made head against Afrasiab, and endeavoured to
gain Agrarees to his cause, by an offer, if he could release
the Persian nobles, to raise him to the throne of Persia.
It is stated, that Zal justified this measure, on the
ground of the two sons® of Nouzer being, from weak-
ness of character, totally unfit to govern the empire: but
it is more probable that he saw no hopes of relieving his
country, except in creating dissensions among its enemies,
The Tartar prince agreed to the proposal; and desired Zal
to send a force against him of sufficient strength to afford him

* Zeenut.ul-Tuarikh.

? The present capital of Mazenderan. This town was visited by Jonas
Hanway in A.D. 1743 ; there were then standing four ancient temples,
built in the shape of rutundas, about thirty feet in diameter, and near a
bundrrd and twenty fect high,

* Their names were Toos and Guostahem.
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a fair pretext for retreating to defend Rhe®, the seat of his
government. It was at the same time settled, that a body
of men should march to Sari. This plan was executed;
the small detachment which went to that city succeeded
in releasing the Persian nobles. The treachery of Agrarees
was discovered, and his punishment was signal. His justly
incensed brother slew him with his sabre, before the
assembled chiefs of Turan®.

Zal, when he heard of this event, raised a person of the
name of Zoo® or Zoowah to the throne. Zoo, according
to some, was descended from Selm: others trace him to
Meenucheher. He died after conquering Fars, and was
succeeded by his son, Kershaspd. That prince, who was
soon set aside as incompetent by Zal, is considered by
Persian authors as the last of the Paishdadian dynasty:
who, according to their computation, governed Persia two
thousand four hundred and fifty years. The names of
twelve kings only of this race have been preserved; and
concerning them, we have hardly one fact, except the revolt
of Kawéhe, which can be deemed historical.

* The Rhages of the ancients.

b Zeenut-ul-Tuarikh.

¢ The.Artia of Greek writers.

¢ The Arbianes of Ctesias, and Cardicias of Moses of Chorene.

¢ The conversion of this blacksmith’s apron into the imperial standard
has been related. Its falling into the hands of the Caliph Omar, is a fact
of undoubted authority, and confirms the truth of this event in the remote
history of Persia.



Caarrer III1

THE KAIANIAN DYNASTY OF KINGS.
acratd
Kat Kosap, the founder of the Kaianian dynasty,
was a lineal deacendant from Meenucheher; according to
some accounts, he was his great-grandson. He had
retired to the mountain Elburz: but his retreat was known;
and ! when Zal found Kershasp unequal to the duties of
sovereignty, he sent his xon, Roostum, to invite Kai Kobad
to mount the throne. The young warrior met the prince
at the foot of Elburz. Kai Kobad, after hearing his
errand, told him he had descended the mountain in con-
sequence of having dreamt that the crown of Pervia was
placed upon his head by two white hawkss. The ruyal
youth and Roostum feasted together; and, according to
the usage of those days, the goblet was freely circulated.
They proceeded to the camp of Zal, who, however, did not
proclaim Kai Kobad® till he had assembled the chiefs of
the empire, and obtained their assent. VWhen the ceremony
of crowning him was over, the new king, as was to be
expected, withdrew 10 his palace, and committed the admi-
nistration into the bands of Zal, while his son, Roostum, was
appointed to lead the Persians against the dreaded Afrasiab,
who had again passed the Oxus and invaded Persia.  The
first ficld of Roostum is a theme of glory with his countrymen.
The youth had received from his father the club of his ances-
tor Sam. This tremendous weapon, which had long been the
terror of the enemies of his country, was soon pereeived by

! Ferdmi.

¢ This allusion is not explained. The hawks are conjectured by some
Pervian writers, 10 have heen Zal and Roustom.

* Itis probable that the Kai Kobad of the Persians is the Dejeces of
the Groeka : but this will be hereafter discussed.
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the Tartars!; and in answer to Afrasiab’s demand, who
that boy was that made such havock in his ranks, one of
them exclaimed, ¢ Seest thou not that he wields the club
of the mighty Sam? that he is a youth, the object of
whose soul is renown®?” Afrasiab, despising his years,
hastened to attack him. Roostum, perceiving his intention,
and that he was almost unarmed, threw aside his club, and
rushed to the combat, After a short but violent contest!,
the Persian hero seized the prince, and bore him off his
saddle; but the girdle, by which he held him, broke:
Afrasiab fell to the ground, and his soldiers crowded to
his defence in such numbers, that it became impossible for
Roostum to recover his prisoner. But the rich crown and
girdle of the Tartar prince remained in the possession of
the victor, whose triumph was completed by the entire
defeat of the enemy; according to Persian authors™, Roos-
tum slew in this engagement no less than eleven hundred
and sixty men, with his own hand. Afrasiab, immediately
after, refreated across the Oxus, and advised his father to
make peace with a nation which he could no longer hope
to subdue. A negotiation was opened, and, notwithstanding
the decided opposition of Roostum, a peace was concluded,
by which it was agreed, that the Oxus should remain, as
heretofore, the boundary between the two kingdoms.

Kai Kobad lived some time after this peace: he is said®
to have reigned one hundred and twenty yearse. He
was remarkable for his justice, which was so great, that
men ceased to lament his virtuous ancestor, Feridoon.

4 T have in this place and others used the European names Tartary and
Tartars. These terms are unknown to the natives of the East. Tartary
was formerly called Turan, and is now called Turkistan.

& Ferdosi.

! Ferdosi.

™ Ferdosi.

» Shah-Namah.

© Ferdosi assigns an antediluvian age to Zal and Roostum, the heroes of
this most fabulous part of his history.



Chep. IIL HISTORY OF PERSIA. 25

He left four sons: Kai Kaoos, Arish, Room, and Armen,
To the former he bequeathed his throne, and enjoined the
others to obey him.

The commencement of the reign of Kai Kaoos? was most

perous: but he was deluded by the representations
rl::h a favourite mistress made to him, of the delightful
climate and fertility of Mazenderan, to resolve on its con~
quest. All his nobles were averse to this enterprise, as that
country, the ancient Hyrcania, was inhabited by bar-
barianst, whom they thought it impolitic to disturb or
irmitate. They entreated Zal to hasten to court, that he
might prevail on the king to abandon his intention’; but
the sage counsels of the old minister were vain. Kai Kaoos,
bowever, had wisdom enough to entreat Zal to govern
the kingdom in his absence: but that chief would only
consent to give his aid to a noble named Mevlad, who
was appointed to the great charge, and directed not to act
in any affair of importance without the concurrence of the
Prince of Seistan.

The King of Mazenderan, the moment he heard of the
approach of Kai Kaoos, solicited aid from the Deev-Suffeed,
or White Demon*; and their combined troops defeated Kai
Kasoos in a great battle; during which, that monarch and
‘his army were struck with a sudden blindnesst, and all
who were not slain, were made captives. Kai Kaocos was
among the latter.  He was confined in a strong fort, under
the custody of a chief called Arjung, who used often taunt-

? The reign of Phraortes, the son of Dejoces, is omitted by Persian authors.
It is probably included in the jucredible period assigned to Kai Kobed.
Ksi Kaove is Cyaxares ; Lis son and successor, Astyages, is also omitted.

* They are termed deeves or demons by Persian writers.

* Ferdasi.

¢ This was probably some northern prince, whose colour and prowess had
obtained him this name from his Persian enemies.

* This, aa will be hereafter shown, was the eclipse, foretold by Thales of
Miletus, which occurred during the battle between Cyaxares and the
Lydians.
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ingly to ask the royal prisoner, what he thought of the de-
lightful climate he had been so anxious to enjoy®.

The news of this great disaster filled Persia with dis-
may. Zal immediately sent Roostum to attempt the
release of his king; which that hero effected through the
double means of force and stratagem, though opposed,
according to the fabulists of Persiax, by all the efforts of
valour and of enchantment. The death of the Deev-Suffeed,
whom Roostum slew in single combat, terminated this enter-
prise. All the subjects of the deev, who survived him,
submitted to Kai Kaoos, and presented to him a golden
throne, on which the monarch seated himself, while his
brave deliverer occupied a golden chair on his right hand.
The king of Mazenderan continued, we are told, for some
time to resist, but he was at last conquered, and fell by the
lance of Roostum? : his country was made one of the sub-
ordinate governments of Persia, and granted in feudal
tenure to Awlad, a deev or barbarian chief, who had
first opposed, and afterwards aided, Roostum in his ex-
pedition.

Kai Kaoos returned to Isfahan, where he remained for a
short time inactive: but in an attempt to compel the King
of Hamaveran to give him his daughter in marriage, he
fell into a snare : that monarch, having invited him to a feast,
treacherously made him prisoner. This event threw Persia
into confusion; Afrasiab immediately crossed the Oxuss.

© Ferdosi.

= It is on this occasion that Ferdosi celebrates the stages of Roostum: in
which, with the aid of his good horse, Ruksh, he prevails over alion, a ser.
pent, a sorceress, a giant, an army of deeves, and at last, over the Deev-
Suffeed, or White Demon, himself.

¥ Roostum is said to have killed a number of elephants in this action
‘Wemust conclude, from both the ancient history and thesculpture of Persia,
that this animal once abounded there. Mazenderan is, from climate and
richness of vegetation, more favourable for their support than any other
province in the empire.

* The inroads of the armies of Tartary, on the occurrence of any con-
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Roostum saw, with regret, the situation of his country,
His first effort was to release his sovereign; with that
view, be marched aslarge a force as he could assemble
aguinst the King of Hamaveran®, who was aided by the
Kings of Egypt and Barbary. Both these princes fell
prisoners into the hands of Roostum: who not only com-
pelled the King of Ilamaveran to release Kai Kaoos, but
to grant his 2id, and that of his auxiliaries, to expel Afra.
sieb from Persia. The Tartar prince was obliged to fly
before their combined forces, conducted by the genius, and
animated by the valour, of his former vanquisher. Kai
Kaocos, we arc told, was vain and proud®; he appears to
have been in continual distrese from the unfortunate result
of schemes which his ambition led him to form, but which
he wanted ability to execute. However he is obviously
thrown into these situations by the poet, that he may
introduce his heroes to relieve him.  His life is conse-
quently conoected with a thousand fables, which, though
unsuited to this place, form excellent materials for Ferdosi;
and he has given, in his history of this period, the extraor-
dinary and affecting tale of the combat between Roostum
and his unknown son, Sohrabc: in which the Persian hero

fosion in Persia, have been coustant, from the Mahomedan conquest till
the present day : that is, for twelve centuries, of which we have authentic
recoeds. We may therefore deem the coustant mention of these invasions
ot similar periods in the ancient history of Persin, ns proving the general
truth of the sccounts.

* He is commonly termed the suvereign of Arabia: but the author of the
¢ Perhung lehangheree™ says he was King of Syria.

* Ferdosi.

¢ The poet commences this episode with a beautiful line, which truly
characterises the story he relates. It is, he says, ** Kkoo dastan pur
abe cheshum,”—** A tale full of the waters of the cye.”—The young Sohirab
wan the fruit of one of R ‘s early ».  He had left his mother,
and sought fame under the banners of Afrasiab, whoso armies he com.
manded, and soon obtained a renown beyond all contemporary herves but
his father. He had carried death and diunay into the ranks of the
Persians, and had terrified their boldest warriors, before Roostum en.
countered him, which at last that hero resulved 10 do, under a feigned
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is described as baving gained a victory that embittered
all his future life.

An event occurred during the reign of Kai Kaoos, which
involved the Persians and Tartars in long and bloody
wars. The Persian monarch! had married a niece® of
Afrasiab, and had by her a son, called Siawush, whom
he intrusted to Roostum to educate. ‘This prince is said
to have been alike remarkable for his mental endow-
ments and his personal beauty. 'The fair Sudaba, the

name. They met three times. The first time they parted by mutual cone
sent, though Sohrab had the advantage. The second the youth obtained a
victory, but granted life to his unknown father. The third was fatal to
Sohrab ; writhing in the pangs of death, he warned his conqueror to
shun the vengeance that is inspired by parental woes, and bade him dread
the rage of the mighty Roostum, who must soon learn that he had slain his
son Sohrab. These words were as death to the aged hero; when he
recovered from a trance, he called in despair for proofs of what Sohrab
had said. The afflicted and dying youth tore open his mail, and showed
his father a seal which his mother had placed on his arm, when she dis.
coyered to him the secret of his birth, and bade him seek his father. The
sight of his own signet rendered Roostum frantic: he cursed himself,
attempted to put an end to his existence, and was only prevented by the
efforts of his expiring son. After Sohrab’s death, he burnt his tents and
uall his goods, and carried the corpse to Seistan, where it was interred. The
army of Turan, agreeably to the last request of Sohrab, was permitted to
cross the Oxus unmolested. It was commanded by Haman ; and Zoarrah
attended, on the part of Roostum, to see that his engagement was respected
by the Persians. To reconcile us to the improbability of this tale, we are
informed that Roostum could have no idea that his son was in existenoe.
The mother of Sohrab had written to him that her child was a danghter,
fearing to lose her infant if she revealed the truth; and Roostum, as
before stated, fought under a feigned name, an usage not uncommon
in the chivalrous combats of those days. In the account of this combat,
Ferdosi has excelled himself. Nothing can be more beautiful than
the picture of the distraction of the mother of Sohrab, who set fire to
her palace, meaning to perish in the flames, but was prevented by her
attendants. They could not, however, console her. She became quite
frantic : her wild joy was to clothe herself in the bloody garment in which he
had been slain ; to Kiss the forehead of his favourite horse; to draw his bow;
wield his lance, his sword, and his mace: and, at last, to use the words of
the poet, ‘¢ she died, and her soul fled to that of her heroic son.”
4 Ferdosi.
¢ This princess had fled from her native country into Persia.



Casp. ITL) HISTORY OF PERSIA. 29

daughter of the King of Hamaveran, was not restrained
by her marriage with his father from becoming enamoured
of Siawush. She made every effort to seduce the young
prince, but in vain. Resentful of the reproach which his
virtue cast on her conduct, she accused him to Kai Kaoos
of an attempt to violate her person. The old king, judging
from the contrast in their appearance, the qucen bceing
dressed in a rich and voluptuous manner, and the prince
in his usual plain and unadorned attire, deemed her the
tempter, and refused to listen to her complaint. The irri-
tated Sudaba soon afterwards made another endcavour to
ruin the prince, who had disgraced the Haram, she said,
by his intimacy with one of his father’s ladies. From this
second charge, Siawush cleared himself by passing through
fire!. He not only came out unhurt from this dangerous
ordeal, but had the generosity to intercede with his father in
behalf of his guilty accuser.

Afrasiab, who had long threatened another invasion of
Persia, was at this period alarmed for his own safety. A
numerous Persian army had assembled; and his mind was
shaken by a portentous dream, which some astrologers ad-
vised him to disrcgard, as such visions, they contended,
were always to be interpreted by contraries s: but others,
oo whom he had more reliance, told him it foreboded evil,
and eamnestly entreated him not to prosecute the war. He
sttended to the advice of the latter, and made overtures for
peace ; they were acceded to by Roostum and Siawush,
who commanded the army appointed to act against him.
They, however, dictated very hard terms, compelling
him to make great cessions®, and to give one hundred hos-
tages for the faithful performance of his engagement. Kai

! This custom, which still prevailsamong many barbarous nations, seems
ot one period to have heen common in almost every country.

¢ Zeenut-ul-Tuarikh. The Persian Meersa, who assisted me iu making
the translation, assures me these astrologers were wrong. It is only, he
says, the dreams of women that go by contraries.

* Ameng these were the citios of Bokhars, Samarcund, Chack, and S8anjam.
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Kaoos, who had heard of Afrasiab’s dream!, and ex.
pected nothing less than his head, was displeased at
the peace; and after ordering Siawush to send the hos-
tages to court, gave the command of the army to Toas,
whom he directed to recommence the war. Siawush
was so indignant at this dishonourable conduct, that he
sent back all the hostages to Afrasiab, and joined that
prince himself, declaring he would never be a party to so
faithless and shameless a proceeding. The monarch of
Tartary received the young prince with joy, called him
his son, and vowed eternal war against the tyrant, Kai
Kaocos. Siawush, in a letter to his father, ascribed this act
to his dread of the intrigues of his mother-in-law, Sudaba,
whose active resentment, he said, rendered it impossible
for him to preserve his honour and life at the Court of
Persia. The self-exiled prince first married the daughter
of Pceran-Wisak, the vizier of Afrasiab; and afterwards,
Feringees, the beautiful daughter of the monarch himself.
With her, he received the countries of Cheen' and
Khoten as a dowry. To these he retired, to await pa.
tiently the death of his father. Siawush made Kung™
his capital, and employed himself in improving his
dominions: but his success only excited the envy of several
nobles of Tartary, and particularly of Gurseevas, the
brother of Afrasiab, who incessantly endeavoured to in-
jure Siawush, by trying to persuade his brother that

! This is not extraordinary in a superstitions age, where dreams are often
deemed certain indications of good or bad fortune.

¥ Peeran-Wisa may, with great propriety, be termed the Nestor of the
Tartars. His reputation for wisdom and goodness is such, that over all
Asia, those who are sage in council are, to this day, compared by flatterers
to Peeran-Wisa.

} I imagine, wherever this term oocurs, it means Chinese Tartary; it
is here evidently used to signify a province.

™ The description which Ferdosi gives of the climate of this city is very
happy. ¢ Nagurmish gurm, ou na surmaesh serd.”— Jts warmth was not
heat, its cooluess was not cold.”
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the Persian prince aimed at independence. Afrasiab®
was alive to the feelings of honour and hoepitality, and
it was long before he could be induced to lift his hand
against a guest who had sought his protection. He evende-
sired, after he believed him guilty, to allow him to depart:
but Gursecvas represented the impolicy of such clemency ;
and, indced, its cruelty to the royal family of Tartary, which
be urged, would be exposed to the future attacks of &
powerful monarch, not only thoroughly acquainted with
every part of their dominions, but popular with their sub-
jocts. These arguments at last prevailed; and the brave
and genmerous Siawush was treacherousiy murdered by
Afrasiab. Feringees, who was pregnant at this period,
was doomed to death by her father, in order to avert that
vengeance which he had such just cause to dread from her
offspring: but the nobles of the court combined to prevent
the execution of this horrid purpose. She was delivered
over to Peran-Wisa, who however was directed to destroy
her child the moment it was born. But the heart of the
minister revolted at such an act ; and when Feringees was
delivered of a son, Peran-Wisa made it over to a shepherd,
informing Afrasiab that he had directed it to be exposed in
a desert. He named the child Kai Khoosroo?, and took
oare that it should have, in a secret manner, an education
suited ® its high birth and future destiny. Rumours of
his grandson being alive reached the car of Afrasiab, who
questioned Peran-Wisa on the subject. The minister said
be had heard that a shoplwrd had found the child, and
brought it up, but that it had proved an idiot. The king
desired to sec it, and Kai Khoosroo made his appearance,
after being instructed by Peran-Wisa as to his behaviour.
% Conduct yourself,” said he to the royal boy, ¢ before
Afrasiab as a stranger, and et folly only escape from your

* Ferdosi.
* The grounds on which we may conclude the Kai Khoosroo of Persian
writers to be the Cyrus of the Greeks, will be stated hereafer,
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lips?.” The young prince acted his part to admiration.
To every question he returned an answer so nonsensical
and ridiculous, that the court was convulsed with laughter.
Afrasiab even ceased to have alarms. ¢ That poor foolish
child,” said he, “and its mother, may hereafter live in
peace at the Mausoleum of Siawusha.”

The murder of Siawush excited the most lively indigna-
tion in Persia. Kai Kaoos collected an army to revenge
the blood of his son, and sent to solicit Roostum to take the
command of his troops. The only condition on which
that chief would accede to this proposal, was, the death
of Sudaba, to whose wicked passion he ascribed all the
misfortunes of Siawush. With this demand Kai Kaoos was
compelled, though reluctantly, to comply”; and Roostum
marched towards the enemy. Afrasiab sent his general,
Soorkhe, with thirty thousand men, to oppose him. This
force was defeated by the advanced guard of the Persian army,
under Feramurz, the son of Roostum. The general of the
army of Tartary was slain, and his head* sent to Kai Kaoos.
Afrasiab, on hearing of this took the field in person, and in
the first battle a celebrated combat took place between Roos-
tum and a hero called Peelsoom, who had overthrown two
Persian chiefs®. This champion, to whom Afrasiab had
promised half his dominions if victorious, was discomfited
with disgrace, and thrown amid his own rauks from the point
of Roostum’s spear, which however had only pierced his
girdle, as that hero disdained the easy conquest of his life.
After this combat, it was in vain that Afrasiab called upon
his nobles to enter the lists against Roostum. Maddened by
their refusal, he determined ona trial of his own prowess, but
was unhorsed, and his life was only preserved by the most des-
perate efforts of his troops. A general engagement now took

P Ferdosi.

9 Ferdosi.

* Ferdosi.

* This inhuman mode of treating the slain prevails to this dayin Persia.
¢t Geeve and Feramurz.
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place, in which the Persians were victorious, and pursued their
enemies nine or ten miles from the field of battle. Afrasiabin
his retreat sent for Kai Khoosroo, and, we are told, desired to
slay him: he was however prevented by the suggestions of
Peeran-Wisa, who represented that such an act would
tarnish all the glory he had acquired, and prevailed upon
him to adopt the more moderate course of sending the royal
youth beyond the sea of China®, a country whence he could
mever expect to return. Afrasiab was compelled to fly from
his own dominions, over which Roostum exercised sove-
reign sway for seven years. After that period, he com-
mitted the charge to his son, Feramurz, and returned to
the court of Kai Kaoos.

Every effort was made to discover Kai Khoosroo; and
Geeve®, one of the most renowned Persian warriors, tra-
velkd over all China, defeated numerous armies, and per-
formed a thousand wonders before he completed this great
adventure. When the young prince was at last restored to
his aged grandfather, the latter, overcome with joy, de-
scended from his throne, placed Kai Khoosroo upon it, and
directed all to pay him their homage. He was obeyed by
every one except Toos, who, turning to Feriburz, the son
of Kai Kaoos, said, he would never bow the head to any
but him after the reign of his father was over. ** If the
throne is resigned,” said he, ¢ let it be to a son, not to a
grandson, whose blood, we must remember, is contaminated
by having been mixed with that of Afrasiah.™ This speech
produced a warm altercation between Toos and Gudurz?,
only terminated by Kai Kavos declaring he had resolved
to send his son and grandson against the deeves, or magi-
cians, and that he should make him his heir, who, by his
exploits, showed himself worthiest of the throne.  The

* This would imply that Turan or Scythia w its farthest bounds, was
under Afrasiab; but it is quite impossible to say to what cmintry the young
Khoosroo was sent.

* Perdoal.
7 The father of Geeve, and grandson to Kiwih, the blacksmith.
Vor. L D
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result * was favourable to Kai Khoosroo, who was crowned
on returning victorious from an enterprise in which Feriburs
had failed.

Though Kai Khoosroo was now king of Persia, he paid
as much attention to his grandfather as if that monarch had
not resigned his power. His conduct in this, as in every
other instance, gladdened the hearts of his subjects. Zal
and Roostum, who had retired to Seistan, hastened to pay
their respects and to offer presents* to the young king, who
received them with rapture, and immediately assembled an
army to attack Afrasiab, and revenge the murder of his
father. Although the king went in person to this war, the
chief command was given to Roostum, and the advance was
intrusted to Toos: the latter was particularly instructed to
respect the territories of Ferood, the brother of Kai Khoos-
roo®, who had settled in Khorassan®. As Toos passed near
this country, Ferood, conceiving his intentions hostile, made
preparations to oppose him. This induced the Persian
chief to send his son and nephew to desire Ferood to wait
upon him; an insulting message, which enraged the prince

s Feriburs found the deeves in a castle, which appearing suspended in
the air, he could not attack them; but an arrow, on which the name of
the Almighty was written, from the bow of Kai Khoosroo destroyed this
charm, and brought the deeves within reach of his sword. —FErposr.

* The custom of approaching superiors with presents has prevailed in
Asia from the most ancient ages. It is indeed the fee which a barbarous
despotism exacts from petty rulers and governors under their authority;
und in feudal governments these presents form a principal part on the re.
venue of the paramount prince.

b The son of Siawush by the daughter of Peeran-Wisa.

¢ His residence was Killaat Jy Jerme, a place in Khorassan, now known
by its name of Killaat.e-Naderee. Nadir Shah, who was born at the small
village of Abuver in its vicinity, desired to make Killaat the strong hold, if
not the capital, of his dominions. The fort of Killaat is situated about thirty
miles N.E. of Mushed. It is upon a very high hill, only accessible by
two narrow paths. An ascent of six or seven miles terminates in a plain
about twelve miles in circumference, watered by several fine streams, and
covered with verdure and cultivation. A second ascent, by a route of ten
or eleven miles, leads to another plain of greater elevation, but of equal
richness. Since the death of Nadir this place has been neglected.
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s0 much, as to make him slay the messengers. Toos¢, on
bearing of this act, immediately marched against Ferood,
who fell in a vain attempt to defend his castle. The Persian
army advanced, but were surprised by a body of Tartars
under Pecran-Wisa, and after losing great numbers, were
obliged to save themselves by an ignominious flight : their
chief, in consequence of his disobedience of orders and
subsequent defeat, suffered a temporary disgrace and con-
finement. The corps in advance, which had been placed
under Feriburz, was again defeated by Peeran-Wisa; and
that able leader gained a third victory, after a most san-
guinary battle, over the Persians under Gudurz, who, we
are told, lost seventy of his sons and grandsons in this
hard-fought action®. The joy of Afrasiab at these successes
knew no bounds: he resolved on attacking the main body
of the Persians, commanded by Kai Khoosroo and Roostum,
who on their part adopted all means to repair their misfor-
tunes. Toos was releascd from his confinement, and sent
at the head of a fresh army to meet Peeran-Wisa; he had
an action with him, which lasted for seven days, but termi-
nated unfavourably. Ile was forced to retreat to the
mountains of Hamavai, where his force was surrounded and
in great danger, until relieved by Roostum, who, after a
number of single combats, in all of which he was succesaful,
obtained a great victory, and made prisoner the Emperor
of China', one of Afrasiab’s chief allies. The Chinese army®
on this dispersed, and Roostum immediately marched in
pursuit of Afrasiab, who fled to his cnpnml the conquest
of this was only retarded for a short time by the arrival of
Pouladwund, the chief of Khoten, who fought with great
valour, and discomfited several of the nioet renowned among

¢ Ferdini,

® Ferdosi states that nine hundred of the mast distinguished herves of
‘Turan fell in this action ; but this is & poctical manner of saying that aine
Bundred of the enemy were slain.

? This monarch is represcuted as riding on a white elepbant.

§ Ferdodl,

nae
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the Persians, but was at last overthrown by Roostum.
Afrasiab, destitute of all resource and support, fled from
his territories, which were divided by Roostum among the
leaders of the Persian army. The hero himself returned to
the court of Kai Khoosroo.

Afrasiab appears soon to have recovered his kingdom;
and the next enterprise of importance in which Roostum
engaged, was the release of Beejun, the son of Geeve P,

h The events that led to his confinement are related in the Shah Namah
nearly as follows :—

One day some peasants appeared before Khoosroo, and complained that
wild hogs were laying waste their fields, and that they should all be
ruined. Beejun volunteered to go and extirpate them. On account of his
extreme youth, Goorgin, a celebrated pehlwan, or hero, was sent to accom-
pany him.

After they had hunted for some time, they set fire to the low wood of
the forest: they then retired to a pleasant spot, where they drank and
amused themselves for several days. But Goorgin having killed few hogs,
and consequently acquired but & small number of tusks, resolved to lay
some trap for Beejun, to get him out of the way, that he might not return
in disgrace to the presence of Khoosroo; and his envy was increased by
Beejun’s telling him that he meant to have the boars’ tusks set in gold,
and suspended as trophies round the neck of his charger.

Goorgin now flattered Beejun by assuring him, that he was the most
valiant of heroes, and then described a delightful valley at some distance,
where Mooneja, the beautiful daughter of Afrasiab, held her court. He
proposed that they should proceed to the spot and endeavour to seize
her. The youth was tempted, and the adventure ended in his being made
prisoner. The description by Goorgin of this terrestrial paradise is a good
example of the style of Persian poetry :—

¢ Seest thou yonder valley of variegated hues ? what a scene to fill the
heart of a valiant man with joy! Behold these sweet groves, beautiful
gardens, and flowing streams: is it not a spot for the abode of heroes?
The ground resembles velvet, and the air breathes perfume. You would
say the rose had imparted its sweets to the water of that rivulet. The stalk
of the lily bends under the weight of the flower, and the whole grove is
charmed with the fragrance of the rose-bush. See how that graceful phea.
sant moves among the flowers, while the dove and the nightingale warble
from the branches of the cypress. From this moment till time is no more,
may the borders of these banks resemble the bowers of Paradise! Cast your
eyes on every plain and hill, and you will see cheerful circles of sweet dam-
sels, more blooming than the lovely fairies. Behold Mooneja, daughter of
Afrasiab, who, like the sun, irradiates all the garden. There too is her
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who, in consequence of a love affair with Mooneeja, the
daughter of Afrasiab, had been made captive, and, as a
punishment for his temerity, suspended by the heels in o
Pit, where his life was only preserved by the secret atten-
tions of his mistress. The success of this enterprise would
appeear to have depended more on stratagem than force; the
Persian hero went to the capital of Afrasiab in the disguise
of a merchant. Be¢jun was freed from his melancholy
prison; and the troops of Afrasiab sent in pursuit of
the Persians who had performed this scrvice, were de-
feated. The young Becjun' was a great favourite of Kai
Khooeroo; and that monarch, overjoyed at the result® of
this expedition, when he met Roostum, threw himself on
the ground, and returned thanks to the Creator of the world
for the success of that hero, upon whose head he placed a
regal crown, as a just reward for his great exploits.

We find Roostum next engaged in a series of conflicts
with his unknown grandson, Boorzoo, a leader in the army
of Afrasiab, the son of the unhappy Sohrab, who had fallen
by the sword of his father. The fate of Boorzoo might
have been similar, had not an cexplanation taken place, which
revealed his birth, and led to the establishment of friendship
between him and his renowned grandfather.  The despai
of the Prince of Tartary at an cvent which rendered his

sister Sitara seated like a queen, attended by handmaids and resplendent
with ghwy. This lovely fair one is the ornament of the grove: the rose and
the jessamine yield to her beauty.  Behold also these Turkish maids, who
have their charms veiled : every one ejuals the cypress in form, and has
ringlets like musk. Their cheeks are full of roses, their eyes of sleep; their
lips are vermilioned with the juice of the grape, and sweetened with the
fragrant water of the rose.  If we should only muke one day’s journey for-
wards, we shall reach this benutiful valley ; and seizing some of these fair
angels, we would carry the glorious prize to the roval Khoosroo.™

¢ Kal Khoosroo, we are told, was in great distress when this hero first
disappeared ; and not being able to discover him by any other means,
had recourse to the Jam-e.Jehan-numai, or the mirror showing the uni.
verse, which had descendesd frum Jemsheed ; in it he saw Beejun suspended
in a pit at the aapital of Afrasiab,

¢ Ferdoal.
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ablest leader his enemy, induced him to adopt an unworthy
stratagem for deluding Roostum and the chief heroes of
Persia into his power. He employed the wiles and beauty
of a dancing girl; but the artifice had only a partial suc.
cess, and ended in bringing on a general action, in which
the Persians were again victorious. Peeran-Wisa now ad-
vised Afrasiab to retreat; but, irritated by his misfortunes,
he refused to attend to the counsel of his wise minister, and
challenged Kai Khoosroo to single combat. The Persian
king was only withheld from accepting this challenge by
the united prayers and entreaties of his warriors, who re-
presented the madness of giving away the great advan.
tages his arms had obtained, by engaging personally with a
prince whom misfortune had rendered desperate. During
the conferences that took place, Boorzoo advanced to meet
Afrasiab; and the latter, mad with rage at the sight
of an opponent whom he deemed a deserter, exclaimed—
¢ Vile upstart! knowest thou thy father, that thou pre-
sumest to enter the lists with a monarch who gave thee
bread ? Let Kai Khoosroo advance. Thy punishment shall
be the wrath of God, which always falls on the ungrate-
ful” The young warrior, enraged at these reproaches,
rushed to the conflict. The combat was however prevented
by the advance of both armies, and by a general action, only
terminated by the approach of night. The troops of Afra-
siab retired, but, we may conclude, were not defeated, as
they were not pursued.

This battle was fought in Seistan, and Kai Khoosroo com-
plied with the entreaty of Roostum, that he would honour
his humble dwelling with his presence. He was sumptu-
ously entertained for a week by his general ; who now re-
quested that, in consideration of his great age!, he might
pass the remainder of his days in retirement ; while his son

! Roostum is made to say that he is four hundred years old: but the poet
seems reluctant to allow his great hero to quit the scene even at this age ;
and he is soon brought forward again.
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Feramurs and his grandson Boorsoo should serve in his

. The monarch consented, and gave the governments
of Ghour and Heri™ to Boorzoo, while he sent Feramurz on
sn expedition into Hindostan, with orders, after subduing
that country, to co-operate with a force under Gudurs,
appointed to nvade Tartary. Gudurz was opposed in
this expedition by Pecran-Wisa: after some operations of
Bittle consequence, the Tartar general sent the following
message to the Persian leader®: ‘¢ Can the life of Siawush,
for whom so much blood has already been shed, be restored
by the further destruction of armies? Let us close this
sanguinary contest by combats between heroes, and spare
the further effusion of the blood of the soldiers.” His pro-
posal was accepted; and ten heroes, including the two
geverals, were chosen from each army°.  All these combats
terminated, according to Persian historians?, favourably to
their champions. That between Gudurz and Pecran-Wisa
was dreadful, as was to be cxpected from the skill and va-
lour of the combatants. Peeran-Wisa’s horse was at last
killed, and the fall broke his right arm. Unable to continue
the conflict, he endeavoured to escape to some neighbouring
hills : but Gudurz pursued, and, as he approached, called
to his opponent to yield, and that his life should be spared.

= The ancient name of Herat.
* Ferdosi.

® Their names were as follow :—
Prasians. Tarrans.

Grouns. Prenax-Wisa,

Osxve. Goonoox, the murderer of Siawush,

Faxipyunz,uncleto Kai Khoosroo, Gursaup, the brother of Poeran.
Wisa.

Rouax, son of Gudurs. Burmatw.

Goonexex. ANDEREMAN.

Goorazen. StaMucn.

Bresvx, son of Geeve. CuovsrExN, wn of Peeran.

ZUNEAY-NHANWERAY. AUKHAST.

Genrooxn. BawTa.

Fzaoonve. LENEULA

Hrvizea, son of Gudurz. SEMERNUN.

? Ferdosi.
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% I cannot purchase a few hours of ignoble existence,” said
the old man, < at the expense of my honour.” With these
words he turned and darted his lance with his left arm;
it inflicted a slight wound on Gudurz, who immediately
threw his javelin, and pierced the heart of Peeran-Wisa,
The aged hero fell lifeless to the ground. Gudurz caught
the blood in his hand as it gushed from the wound, and
with streaming and uplifted eyes drank it off to the memory
of Siawush and of his own children9, who had fallen in this
long and dreadful war. He* covered his face with the blood
of Peeran-Wisa, and raised his sword to sever the head from
the body ; but a consideration for the virtue and dignity of
the vanquished arrested the blow. When he returned, he
was hailed with shouts of joy, and found all the other com-
batants had been victorious, each having slain his adversary,
and dragged his body, at the tail of his horse, into the
camp. The son of Gudurz was sent to bring the corpse
of Pecran-Wisa: it was laid before Kai Khoosroo, who
forgot the murder of his father, Siawush, in mourning
over the remains of the preserver and protector of his
youth He ordered* the body to be embalmed and placed
in a mausoleum, with the throne!, the mace, the cap, and all
the insignia of honour usual at the obsequies of the greatest
heroes.

Kai Khoosroo pursued the advantage he had obtained ;
and having crossed the Oxus, took possession of Samarcand
and Bokharah. Afrasiab made an iueffectual effort to ob-

1 He had lost, as has been stated, scventy sons and grundsons in one action.
This is not an overcharged picture of the effects of the feelings cherished by
races of men, who, from being in a country without Jaws, are in the habit of
seeking blood for blood. The scene here described would not be unlikely
to occur in our own times in a contest between two tribes in Persia who
have a blood.feud.

r Ferdosi.

¢ Ferdosi. .

¢t In the original of Ferdosi, he is said to have been buried with the tuchs,
goorz, kullah, &c. I have literally translated these terms, as they relate to
an ancient usage in funeral rites.
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tain peace, sending his son, Sheydah, as ambassador. This
impatient youth, who appears to have been ill-suited to his
office, delivered his father's message in the most arrogant
style, and finished by challenging the Persian monarch to
meet him in single combet. His manner and insolence so
provoked Kai Khoosroo, that it was impossible to prevent
his accepting the challenge. They fought, and Sheydah
fell. The intelligence of his death no sooner reached
Afrasiab, than he precipitated another engagement, in which
his troops fought with all the bravery rage and despair
could inspire; but they were defeated, and Afrasiab, after
some further resistance®, was tahen in the mountains and
brought to Kai Khoosroo. That monarch commanded that
be should suffer the same death to which he had doomed
the innocent Siawush, to revenge whose blood, this long
and sanguinary war had been undertaken.

Soon after these events, Kai Khoosroo resolved to devote
the remainder of his life to religious retirement : he deli-
vered over Cabul, Zabulistan, and Neemroz®, to Roomstum,
as hereditary possessions: and resigned his throne to
Lobrasp, the son-in-law of Kai Kaoos, and his own son
of adoption and of affection. Khorassan was delivered
over to Toos: to whom, and to Feriburz, the son of Kai
Kaoos, he gave the strictest charge to preserve their alle-
giance to Lohrasp. After these arrangements, he went,
accompanicd by some nobles?, to a spring®, which had been

* His capital of Beherhit Gung stood a siege, which is deacribed by Ferdosi.

3 Neemrus is part of the modern Seistan. The Persisns have o tra-
ditiom, that this country was formerly covered with a lake, which was
drained by some genii in half u day, whence the name of Neemiros or half.
day: but as Neemroz means also mid-day, it is in all probability metapho-
rieally used in Perman, as in French, German, and several other languages,
0 designate the south ; and this province lies directly south of Bulkh, the
ancrent capiwal of Pernia.

? Tuos, Geeve, and Goostahem, were the nobles who accompanied him.

* This retirement to a teerut or spring argues the belief of a religion not
unlike that of the Hindoos, among whom springs are peculiarly sacred, and
are generally fixed oa by those who resvlve ou religivus retirement.
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fixed upon as the place of his repose. Here, according to
the author® I have hitherto followed, he disappeared, and
all those who went with him were destroyed on their return
by a violent tempest.

Kai Khoosroo lived ninety years, and reigned sixty. He
was a prince of the highest qualities, and his name is still
cherished by his countrymen. Some authors® assert that
he is not dead, but concealed®; and tradition elevates him
to the rank of a prophet.

Lohrasp, the successor of Kai Khoosroo, met at first with
some opposition ; but his virtues, the excellence of his civil
institutions, and the discipline he introduced into the army,
soon established his authority.

This prince obliged both the rulers of Tartary and of
China? to do him homage. Raham Gudurz, more com-
monly known by his title of Bucht-ul-Nasser®, the governor
of Irak, was commanded to extend the empire to the west :
and we are told by a Mahomedan author!, that an army
was detached by him against Jerusalem, then ruled by a
descendant of David; who submitted on its advance, and
gave up one of the principal men among the Children of
Israel as a hostage for the faithful performance of his
engagement, to pay tribute to his conqueror. The Persian
army, however, had only marched a short distance on its
return, when its commander learnt that the Jews had
risen, and put their ruler to death, as the author of a com-

& Ferdosi.

b Zeenut-ul.Tuarikh. '

¢ Ghaib is the Persian phrase, and is applied to such of their prophets as
they believe are not dead, hut will re-appear.

4 This term describes what we call Chinese Tartary.

* The meaning of this title is, the ** Fortune of Victory.”

f Tarikh Tubree.—Ahou Jaaffer, an inhabitant of Tabreez, wrote this His-
tory of the World in Arabic. The author was born in 224 of the Hejerah.
In 310 of the Hejerah this work was translated into Persian, by Abou Aly
Mahomed Aldagamee. It is one of the best and most authentic oriental
histories. The Persian work is more valuable than the Arabic, many addi-
tions and amendments having been made by the able translator.
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pect which they deemed disgraceful. He sent an account
of what he had heard to Bucht-ul-Nasser, who immediately
marched in person to Jerusalem, took, and plundered it;
carrying away into bondage such of the inhabitants as were
not put to the sword.

It has been asserted ¢, that Bucht-ul-Nasser is the Nebu-
cbhadnexzar of Jewish writers; and there is, no doubt, a
near agreement between the relation of the Mahomedan
author I have followed and the Scriptures: but many facts
must be reconciled before we can adopt such a conclusion.
This subject will be considered hereafter.

The preference which Lohrasp showed for the children
of Kai Kaoos offended his own son Gushtasp; on the
failure of a plot against his father’s power, into which he
had entered, he fled into the regions of the West®, where he
lived for some time in disguise. The Persians! are too
much addicted to embellishment, to permit one of their
royal race to wander without adventures ; and, according to
popular accounts, the clegant figure of Gushtasp caused the
Emperor of the West’s daughter, the beautiful Kattyoon®,
to neglect all the noble youth of her own country, who had
been commanded to display their figures under her balcony
in order that she might select a husband, and to throw
the orange, which marked her clection, at the graceful
stranger. The emperor was enraged at her mean choice ;
and, though forced to comply with what had been an
established usage of the empire, abolished it from that
instant, and expelled his daughter to the low dwelling of
her husband. The same fable states!, that the emperor

§ Richardson.

* The Persian word is Room, a term adopted sinee the establishment of
the eastern empire of the Romans. It may always be considered as a
general and indetinite name by which Persian authors deseribe the provinces
west of the Euphrates, to the shores of the Euxine and Mediterranean.

* Ferdost. :

' Probably a corruption of Khatoon, which significs lady.
'} Perdosl.
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proclaimed, the hands of his two remaining daughters
should be given to whoever slew a lion and a dragon, at
that period the terror of the kingdom. Two princes,
who loved the princesses, but dreaded the conflict with
such monsters, applied to Gushtasp, whose fame for cou-
rage had spread around, and that hero overcame both
the lion and the dragon; while the lovers, assuming the
merit of these actions, married their mistresses. The
emperor soon afterwards discovered the truth™, and
showered favours upon Gushtasp, whom he appointed
the leader of his forces. The fame of the young prince
spread to Persia: Lohrasp, alarmed at the approach of
a foreign army, headed by the heir to the throne, gave
the command of his troops to his second son, Zurreer; to
whom he also intrusted his crown, and directed him to
place it upon the head of his brother whenever they met.
Gushtasp, when the armies approached, did not hesitate to
visit the camp of his countrymen : he was instantly hailed
their king, and informed by Zurreer of the commands of
his father. He wrote to the emperor, whom he served, to
entreat his presence, and assured him that every thing
should be settled to his wish, The monarch came, and
found his son-in-law seated on a throne, the acknowledged
sovereign of Persia. After this interview, at which peace
between the two nations was concluded, Gushtasp marched
with his princess to Persia, and became a faithful servant to
his father, who declared him his successor, and, in a short
time, gave over to him the charge of the empire, choosing
to end his own days in pious retirement. It is stated by
Persian authors, that Lohrasp sat upon the throne one
hundred and twenty years®.

The reign of his son and successor, Gushtasp®, owes

= Ferdosi.

® The reign of this prince probably includes those of Cambyses and
Smerdis Magus.

° The Darius Hystaspes of the Greeks. This sovereign, according to
Greek writers, was the first who coined gold in Persia: the coins which he
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much of its celebrity to its being the period when the Per-
sians were converted to the worship of fire. Zoroaster, who
effected this change in the religion of his country, is called
a prophet or an impostor, as the events of his life happen
to be drawn from Pehlivi or Mahomedan authors. The
former pretend he was every thing that was holy and
enlightened : while the latter assert?, he was only a good
astrologer, himself deceived by the Devil into becoming the
teacher of a new and impious doctrine. All agree that he¢
lived under Gushtasp, and led him either by his arts or hig
miraclesd, to become a zealous and powerful propagator of
his faith. The royal bigot not only built temples of fire in
every part of his kingdom, but compelled his subjects to
worship in them. It is stated in one work?, that Isfundear,
the son of Gushtasp, was the first convert made by Zoro-
aster; and that his father was persuaded, by the clo-
quence of the prince to follow his example. This doctrine,
first taught in Aderbijan®, spread rapidly over the whole
empire. ‘The king ordered twelve thousand cow-hides to
be tanoed fine, that the precepts of his new faith might
be written on them. These parchments were deposited in
a vault®, hewn out of the rock at Persepolis. Holy men
were appointed to guard them; and it was commanded that
the profane should be kept at a distance from the sacred
records. i

The first result from this change of religion, was a

struck were called after his name, Darics, as the gold cvins of Philip, the
father of Alexander, were called Philips.

? Ferdosi says, the Devil spoke to Zoroaster from the midst of a fiame.

9 ltis related, that Gusbtasp for a time denied the truth of Zorvaster’s
mission, and once confined the prophet's person for seven years.

* Zeenut.ul-Tuarikh.

* The Pehlivi name of this province is Azerbijan, or the House of Fire;
probably given to it from the worship of fire originating in the proviuce of
which Zoroaster was a native: he was born at the town of (donmia.

¢t Some vaulta, or dukhmahs, as they are termed in Pehlivi, which answer
this description, are still to be seen at the ruing of Persepulis.
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war with Arjasp, King of Tartary®; who wrote to Gush-
tasp*, to warn him against the error into which he had
fallen, and to desire he would return to the faith of his
ancestors, threatening him with an attack if he slighted
his advice. The Persian King was indignant at this letter,
and a war immediately commenced. In the first action,
fought in the Persian territories, the brother? of Gushtasp
was killed by the son* of Arjasp; but that young prince did
not long enjoy his triumph: he fell under the sword of
Isfundear®, the son of the Persian monarch. The battle
terminated in the complete defeat of Arjasp, who fled into
his own territories.

A short time after this action, Isfundear was forced into
rebellion by the intrigues of his father’s court. He appears
soon to have submitted, and was imprisoned: but the

= He is oftener called King of China ; but the fact is, the monarch with
whom the Persians warred appears to have ruled over the countries we now
call Chinese Tartary, and probably a considerable part of China.

* Translations of this letter, and of the answer aent to it, as given by Fer.
dosf, may be seen by the English reader in the volume of the Asiatic Mis-
ovellany, published at Calcutta in 1786.

The following extract from the Shah-Namah, will show the feelings ex.
cited at the Court of Tartary, by this change in the national religion :—

 Know ye, (said Arjasp to his assembled chiefs,) that glory, wisdom, and
the pure religion, have fled from Persia. A certain sorcerer, styling himself
a prophet, hath appeared in that region and introduced a new form of
worship among the people ; to whom he hath said—* I am come from above :
I am come from the God of the world : I have seen the Lord in Heaven:
and, lo! here are the Zund and the Osta, a8 written by himself. I also saw
Abriman in the midst of Hell, but was unable to compass the circle that
enclosed him. And, behold! T am deputed by the Almighty to preach the
true faith to the king of the earth.’——And now all the most renowned warriors
of Persia, with the son of Lohrasp at their head, have fallen into his
snares: the brother, too, of Gushtasp, that valiant cavalier and champion of
Persia, Zurreer—nay, all have embraced his doctrines: all have wantonly
sacrificed their eternal happiness to the old magician, whose pernicions
precepts threaten to pervade the whole world. He rules already over Persia
as a prophet.”~FERDOSI.

¥ Zurreer.

* Bederufsh.

* Some say he was not his son, but only a great hero of royal blood,
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moment the news of his confinement reached Tartary, the
monarch of that country recommenced hostilities, invaded
Persia, defeated Gushtasp, and made his daughter pri-
soner®, After this success, he returned to Tartary, car-
rying with him his royal captive and immense spoi
Gushtasp in despair not only gave Isfundear his liberty,
but promised to resign his crown to him, if he succeeded in
releasing his sister. The prince agreed to the terms, col-
Jected an army, with which he defeated Arjasp, and pre-
pared to pursue him to his capital of Roueendche. It ap-
pears that there were three routes to this city from Bulkh:
one four months’ journey, another two months’, and the
third not more than six or seven days’ march; but this
last®, was over a desert so wild, so barren, and so infested
by ferocious animals and poisonous serpents, that no at-
tempt had ever been made to traverse it. This, however,
was the route which Isfundear determined to take, accom-
panied only by sixty chosen men. He sent a chicf called
Pooshtung* with the army and heavy baggage by the road
which was two months’ march. This officer was directed to
watch, as he approached the capital of the cnemy, for a
signal of fire, and commanded, the moment he saw it, to
Jead his men to the assault.

Isfundear and his sixty attendants were habited as mer-
chants, and carried with them abundance of valuable com-
modities. They passed the descrt in safety, and entered
Roueendeh without exciting the least suspicion. A
was carefully circulated, that a great and wealthy merchant
attended by a number of friends had escaped from the
tyranny of Gushtasp. This, as was intended, soon reached
the cars of Arjasp, who sent for Isfundear, that he might
view his merchandise. The disguised prince attended,

» Zeenut.ul-Tuarikh,

* Rousendeh means the Brazen City ; & name probally given to it from
i strength,

4 Zoenut.ul-Tuarikh,

¢ His brother, or balf.brother,
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made an offering of some rich jewels, and was assured of
favour and protection. No suspicion whatever appears to
have been entertained ; and on the night of the day when the
Persian army appeared before the city, Isfundear made the
appointed signal. The troops from without instantly as-
saulted the town, while the prince and his companions made
an attack upon the palace. The complete surprise and
consequent confusion of his enemies, gave him an easy vic-
tory. When he approached the king, he exclaimed, ¢ You
miscreant Turkf! I am Isfundear, Prince of Persia!”
Arjasp, terrified at the name, fled, but was soon overtaken
and slain: all his brothers met the same fate. The sister
of Isfundear yas released, and restored to her father, to
whom his victorious son also sent the throne of Arjasp,
and an immense booty. The government of Turan was
bestowed on a pious man, the descendant of Agrarees,
whose dynasty, the author® here followed adds, continued
to rule thiere till the time of Alexander.

There are various accounts of the achievements of Isfun-
dear. According to Ferdosi, after the first war with
Arjasp had been brought to a favourable conclusion by
his valour, Isfundear was appointed Viceroy of Bulkh,
where he not only had a court, but was vested with a
power over the whole empire. But this only rendered his
enemies more active. They persuaded Gushtasp that his
son was forming designs against his life; and the prince
was sugidenly summoned to Persepolis, where he no sooner
arrivéd, than he was condemned to perpetual imprisonment
in a fort in Aderbijan. This act appears not only to have
revived those religious and civil disputes with which Persia
was at this period agitated, but to have encouraged the mo-
narch of Tartary again to invade that empire. His success
was great: Khorassan was plundered; Bulkh was taken ;

f Zeenut-ul.Tuarikh. The term * Turk* is used by the author of that
work ; but this event was long before the period when the Turks came
into that part of Tartary.

¢ Zeenut.ul.-Tuarikh,
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the old king, Lohrasp, was included in the general massacre

of the priests and followers of Zoroaster®. The apron of
Kiwih, long the standard of the empire, fell into the
hands of the enemy, and was carried in triumph to the
capital of Tartary. Gushtasp, who had been taken by
surprise, assembled a large army, and was at first success-
ful. He defeated the son of the sovereign of Tartary, who
had plundered Bulkh, and obliged him to retreat; but
pursuing him to the Oxus, he was encountered by another
army, and completely routed : half his troops were slain,
and the remainder with difficulty fled to Khorassan. Re-
duced to such distress, he had no remedy but to implore
the aid of his injured son. His celebrated minister,
Jamasp, was employed on this mission ; and Isfundear was
not only prevailed on to pardon the injuries he had sus-
tained, but to avenge the cause of his sovereign and his
country. He was' chiefly induced to come forward by his
devotion to the religion of Zoroaster; and he engaged in
the holy war against its enemies with all the zeal of uncon-
querable enthusiasm. His success was complete®; and
every new victory gave this hero of Persian romance a new
opportunity of showing, that his clemency and generosity
were even more conspicuous than his wisdom and valour.
He pot ouly defeated his enemies in the field, but took their
capital after a series of exploits', not surpassed by any that
Roostum ever achieved. He became master of Roueendeh;

» Zoresster died a few months before this invasion.

' Perdosi.

% In one of his first victaries, Ferdosi informs us, such of his enemies as
remained, implored for mercy, holding a straw in their mouth,  This re.
marksble usage still exists jn parts of Tartary and Indis.

7 The buft-khan, or seven stages, by which be made his way to Koueen.
deh, are famous in Persian romance. The first was defended by two savage
wolves ; the second by two enormous lions; the third by a dragon with
seven heads; the fourth by a monster called ghoul or demon; the fifth
by a griffin, or winged mouster; the sixth by a perpetuml fountain of
immense height; and the seventh by a great lake bounded by lufty
mountains.

Vo L
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killed the king and a great number of the inbabitants;
released two of his sisters, who had been taken at Bulkh;
and, what was more important than all, recovered the sacred
banner of the empire, the Durufsh Kawanee™. The author
who relates this great conquest, gives no particulars of the
expeditions of Isfundear to India, Arabia, and the West®,
which he merely states that he conquered. We have how-
ever a romance in Persian, wholly dedicated to the exploits
of this prince®; and in it there is a long fabulous account
of his western expedition.

After Isfundear had subdued every foreign enemy, he
expected that reward which he had so long been pronnsed—
the crown of Persia; but Gushtasp, unwxllmg to resign
power, evaded the performance of his promise. * I should
feel ashamed,” said he, “to give you an unsettled kingdom,
such as mine is at present. Roostym, and his family, have
thrown off their allegiance, and established their inde.
pendence in Séisian. They must be reduced; if my son
effects this, and brings that chief bound to our presence,
he shall receive the reward his unequalled valour merits—
the sovereignty of a great and tranquil empire®.” The
prince started at this proposition; it required all the flattery
and eloquence of his father to reconcile him to the desperate
attempt. At last however he was induced to give a re-
luctant consent to an expedition fatal at once to his fame and
his existence. It would be tedious to dwell on the numerous
adventures which preceded the combat between Isfundear
and Roostum. They are all honourable to the valour and
generosnty of hoth. Isfundear? earnestly solicited Roostum
to permit his hands to be bound, that he might satisfy
his father’s command; but the hero, who offered every
other concession, refused to assent to an act which would

= The standard of Kiwih.

®» Room, or Asia Minor.

°© It is called the Isfundear Namah,
? Ferdosi,

% Ferdosi,
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bring disgrace on his family. A battle commenced, in which
several principal chiefs on both sides were slain.  Isfundear
encountered Roostum; and the latter was wounded, and
obliged to retire from the field : he returned* however next
day to the combat; and on this occasion, we are told, had
provided an arrow, with a double point®, to pierce the eyes
of Isfundear, whose body was invulnerable, probably:from
being cased in armour®.  Before Roostum commenced the
second combat, he offered all his wealth, if that would
satisfy a prince, to whom he professed the most perfect
allegiance ; but Isfundear would listen to no terms, except
that the hero should permit himself to be bound, and led to
Gushtasp. The contest began, and continued with fury,
till Roostum drew the fatal arrow. It flew with too certain
an aim, and closed for ever the eyes of the brave prince,
who exclaimed, as he writhed under the excruciating wound,
“ This is & just termination to the desperate and senseless
enterprise in which the schemes of my wicked father have
involved me®.” Before he died, he gave over his son, Bah-
man, to the charge of Roostum, and entreated that the
hero would educate him as a warrior. Pooshtung, the
brother of Isfundear, took up his body, placed it on a
bier, and proceeded, with all his army clothed in black *, to
Bulkh. The old monarch too late saw the folly of his
plans: he long mourned over his irretricvable loss; before
his death, he sent for his grandson, Bahman, and appointed
him his heir and successor.

The worship of fire spread in every direction during

* Ferdosi says, be was miraculonsly recovered by the simurgh, or griffin,
and from it received the fatal arrow which gave him the victory in the next
day's combat.

* Arrows of this shape are still common in Persia.

t He is often called Roucetun, or brass body, to express his being ine
vulnerable.

* Ferdosi.

* It would appear that this enlour has been that of mourning in Persia
from the most ancient ages ; but their term, Sia, may perhaps he tranalnted
dark, as it applics to dark Llue and dark bruwn as well as black.

E2
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Gushtasp’s reign; this circumstance has given him a fame
which be does not seem to merit on any other ground.
Persian historians inform us that he reigned sixty years?,

Gushtasp was succeeded by his grandson, Bahman,
better known in history by his title, Ardisheer Dirazdust*;
the Artaxerxes Longimanus of the Greeks. He is cele-
brated for the wisdom he displayed in the internal regula-
tion of his empire. He knew, we are told, by means of
secret agents, every action, important or trifling, of the
numerous officers he employed; and they were rewarded
or punished as they conducted themselves. Every year,
some of the principal cultivators of each province waited
on the monarch; and, from a full communication with them,
he became minutely acquainted with the condition of the
country.

In the commencement of his reign, the celebrated Roos-
tum was slain® by the treachery of his brother; and
Bahman immediately invaded Seistan with an immense

¥ It has been before stated, that he was the Darius Hystaspes of the
Greeks ; if 80, his long reign probably includes both his own and that of
his successor, Xerxes, who, there is reason to think, from grounds which
will be stated hereafter, is the Isfundear of Eastern authors.

* The Persian name, Ardisheer, would at first seem euily deductble from
. the compound term Ood00-Sheér, which means the lion of the camp. But

‘nothing can be more fallacious than such etymologies, unless we. are el
versed in the langnage of the period when the title was given. The Zund
and Shanscrit have a marked affinity; and in the latter, Urddha.Siras
means ‘* of exalted head.” All Persian authors call him Diraz-dust, or
Long-Arms ; and Ferdosi describes this deformity in one of his stanzas :

¢¢ Chu-ber-pai-budee, ser-angoosha
Az-zanu-fuzunter-budee-mushtee.”

¢ When he stood on his feet, the ends of the fingers of his hands reached
below his knee.” This description corresponds with that of Greek
authors.

His name Bah.man is a Shanacrit compound, which signifies ¢ possess-
ing “arims.*
%11 Roostum lived to this reign, the four preceding must have been
very short, as he hears a distinguished part in each ; but the probability is,
that the hero’s life has been prolonged by those fabulists, who have
founded their fame, and that of their country, on his exploits.
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army. Accordihg to one account®, he was completely suc-
cessful, though' opposed not only by Feramurz, the son,
but by Banoo Kaishub, the redoubtable daughter of Roos-
tum. Azerburzeen®, the son of Feriburz, rebelled against
Bahman, and recovered his patrimony of Seistan; and, if
we are to believe Ferdosi, (whose partiality to Roostum ex-
tends to his grandson,) he slew Ardisheer. This however
is not confirmed by other authors. It is alleged that
Bahman’s motive for invading Seistan, was a desire to
revenge the death of his father; but it would appear?
that Roostum was dead before that attack was made, and
that the Persian king mourned him for one week. Old
Zal, we arc informed ¢, was still alive, and was confined in
an iron cage by the conqueror.

Bahman is said by one author! to have extended his con-
quests to the westward, and to have deprived the son® of
Bucht-ul-Nasser of his government of Babylon, on account
of the crimes and cxcesses of his father. He appointed,
the same author adds, Koresch to be his successor ; under
whom the Jews were treated with kindness, and had
the privilege granted them of being governed by a ruler of
their own nation. It is added that these favours to the
Jews were by the express orders of Bahman, whose favourite
lady was a Jewcss®.

The authors whom we follow, appear to become more
fabulous as their history advances. Bahman', they say,

* Zeenat-ul-Tuarikh.

¢ The mesning of this word is, fire wpon the seddle ; from his history,
be may be called the Persian Hotspur.

¢ Zeenut.ul-Tuarikh. D’Herbelot states the contrary, but does not give
his authority.

¢ Ferdoni.

! Tarikh Tubree.

8 The Belshazaar of the Scriptures.

* Jusephiun says, Artaxerxes was the Ahasuerus of Scripture, who
married Estber. The loug reign of this monarch includes that of two or
more of his successors, who are not noticed by Persian writers,

' Accurding w them, be ruled Persia one hundred and twelve years.
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was succeeded by his daughter, Homai, who when she
gacended the throne, was pregnait by her own father,
Shame led her to conceal this; and the child was given
over to a nurse to be put to death. Its life however was
miraculqusly preserved'; and the unnatural mother first re-
cognised her son, when his fortune and valour had made
him a victorious general in her army. Homai immediately
resigned the crown to him, and retired to a private life.
8he reigned thirty-two years, and had many great qualities.
The celebrated hall, Chehel-Minar ™, at Istakhar or Perse-
polis, is said to have been built by her.

The reign of Darab the First was distinguished by several
wars; particularly one against Philip of Macedon, whom Per-
sian authors call Phillippoos of Room. Though this war was
unsuccessful at first, they state that its termination was glo-
rious; but this is evidently the foundation of a fable, which
national vanity has led them to devise, respecting the
birth of Alexander®. They affirm, that Philip was ulti.
mately reduced to such distress, as to be glad to extricate
h