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30 YAHYA BIN AHMAD.

Sérang Khén obtained possession of the fort of Lahor, and
giving his brother Malik Kandht the title of *Adil Kh4n, he left
him there, and himself returned to Dibalpir.

In the month of Sha’bdn, the Sultén, taking with him Sa’dat
Khan, went on an excursion to Bayéna, leaving Mukarrab Khén
at the capital, in charge of the elephants and royal family. When
the Sult4n approached Gwaliyar (Gwalior), Malik *Alau-d din
Dhérwal, Mubarak Khén son of Malik R4jd, and Malla Khén
brother of Sarang Khén, formed a conspiracy against the latter ;
but he got information of it, and seizing Malik *Al4du-d din and
Mubérak Khén, he put them to death. Malla Khén fled, and
took refuge with Mukarrab Khén in Dehli. The Sultén re-
turning from his journey, encamped near the city, and Mukarrab
Khén came forth to meet him. He received the honour of an
interview, but fear and apprehension filled his heart, so he went
back into the city and made ready for war. Next day the Sul-
tdn, having placed Sa’dat Khén over all the amérs, maliks, and
elephants, approached the maiddn gate in battle array. Mu-
karrab Khén shut himself up, and the fight began. For three
months the war continued, till at length some of the Sultén’s
friends took him into the city, in the month of Muharram, 797 m.
(November, 1394 a.p.). But then the elephants and royal
horses, and all the paraphernalia of government, were left in the
hands of Sa’dat Kh&n. The position of Mukarrab Khén was
strengthened by the presence of the Sult4n, and next day he
assembled the soldiers and bdzdr people, and led them out in a
sortie against the investing forces. Sa’dat Kh&n got timely
notice of the sortie, and drew up his men in the maiddn. Sharp
fighting followed, but Mukarrab Khan was worsted, and obliged
to retreat into the city, with his men, greatly disheartened. Still
Sa’dat Khan could not take the fort, and fell back. He en-
camped near the hawus-i khdss; and finding the fortifications of
Dehli impregnable, and the rainy season coming on, he raised
the siege, and marched to Firozab4dd. He conspired with the
amirs, who supported him, to raise some one of the sons of the
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late Sultan Firoz Shéh to the sovereignty, and place him on the
throne in Firozdbdd. Nusrat Khén, son of Fath Khan, son of
Sultdn Firoz Shah, was in Mewat. They brought him forward,
and in the month Rabi’u-l awwal raised him to the throne, in
the palace of Firozéb4d, under the title of Nésiru-d din Nusrat
Shéh. But he was a mere puppet, and all the directien of affairs
was in the hands of Sa’dat Khan. Only a few days had passed,
when some of the old Firoz Shédhi slaves, and some of the
elephant-keepers, attached themselves te Nasiru-d din, and while
Sa’dat Khén was unsuspicious ef danger, they placed Nésiru-d
din upen an elephant, and suddenly attacked him, before he
could gather his friends around him. TUnable to resist, he escaped
from the palace by the door ef the harem. Some of his soldiers
joined him, and with them he fled to Dehli, and presented himself
to Mukarrab Khéan, by whom, a few days afterwards, he- was
treacherously seized and killed.

The amirs and maliks who remained in Firozadbad, such as
Muhammad Muzaffar, wagér; Shahib Nahir, Malik Fazlu-llah
Balkhi, and the old Firoz Shéhi slaves, all joined Sultan N4-
sirn-d din [Nusrat Khan], and pledged their faith to him.
Muhammad Muzaffar was made wagér, and received the title of
Té4tar Khan, Shahib N4hir became Shahib Khén, and Fazlu-
llah became Katlagh Khén, and Malik Almés Salténi received
the command of the royal slaves. He became sovereign in Dehli
and Firez4bad.!

Mukarrab Khén had secured Bahadur N4hir and his adherents,
and had placed him in charge of the fortress of Old Dehli. Malla
was entitled Tkb4l Khén, and received charge of the fortress of
Sirf. At length fights came to be daily occurrences between
Dehli and Firozdb4ad, Musulméns shed the blood of each other,
and neither party could obtain the mastery. The districts
(shikk) in the Deab, and the fiefs (ik?d’s) of Sambhal, Pénipat,
Jhajhar, and Ruhtak, were in the possession of Sultdn Nésiru-d

1 There is clearly an error here. The true version is no doubt that given in the
Tabakdt-t Akbart, * In Dehli and Firozabad there were two kings.”
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din [ Nusrat Khan], while Sult4n Mabmad held no place excépt
the forts above named. The amirs and maliks of the outlying
territories (baldd-i mamdlik) set themselves up as rulers, at their
own pleasure, and kept all the wealth and revenue in their own
hands. Things went on thus for three years. Deadly contests
were of daily occurrence between Dehli and Firozéb4d, and of
varying results. Sometimes the men of Dehli had to throw
themselves into their fortress, sometimes they drove their adver-
saries into the fort of Firoz4bad.

In the year 798 m. (1396 A.n.), S&rang Khén quarrelled with
Khizr Khén, amir of Multdn, and much fighting went on be-
tween them. At length some of the people (ghuldm) of Malik
Mard4n Bhatti joined S&rang Khén, and with their assistance
he got possession of the district (skik%k) of Multan. Having
assembled a considerable force, he in the month of Ramazan, 799
(May, 1397 a.p.), marched against SAména, and besieged the
amir Ghalib Khén. When he was no longer able to hold out,
Ghalib Khén fled, with a small party of horse and foot, to
Pénipat, to join T4tdr Khin. As soon as Sult4n Nasir Shah
(Nusrat Khén) heard of this, he sent Malik Almés, commander
of the slaves, with ten elephants and a small army, to TAtar
Khén, with orders to march against S4ména, expel Sarang Khén,
and to reinstate Ghalib Kh4n. On the 15th Muharram, 800 w.
(9th October, 1397 A.p.), a battle was fought at the village of
Kitila,! and T4tdr Khén gained the victory. Sérang Khén fled
towards Multan, and Tatir Kb4n pursued him as far as Tal-
wandi, when he sent R4i Kaméalu-d din Main in pursuit, and
retutned.

In the month of Rabi’u-l awwal, 800 (November-December
1397), Pir Muhammad, grandson of Amir Timér, King of
Khurésén, crossed the river Sind with a numerous army, and
laid siege to Uch. ’Ali Malik, who held Uch for S4rang Khéan,
sustained the siege for about a month, when Sirang Khan sent
his ndid Malik T4ju-d din, and some other amirs with 4,000

1 See supra, p. 26.
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horse, to his assistance. Pir Muhammad, on hearing of their
approach, left Uch, and fell upon this force at the village of
Tamtama, on the banks of the Biyadh. The attack was un-
expected, and resistance was unavailing ; many perished by the
sword, and many threw themselves into the river and wete
drowned. T4ju-d din fled, with a small party of horse, to
Multdn. Pir Muhammad pursued him, and S4rang Khaén,
being unable to oppose him in the field, was obliged to shut
himself up in the fortress. The siege went on for six months,
and then want of forage and provisions compelled Srang Khan
to surrender in the month of Ramazan, 800. Pir Muhammad
made Sirang Khén and his family and dependents, and all the
people of the city, prisoners. He also took possession of the
fortress, and encamped his army there.

In the month of Shawwal, Ikbal Khéan joined himself to
Sult4n Nésiru-d din [Nusrat Khén], and a compact was made
between them at the tomb of the Shaikhu-1 mashaikh Nizdmu-1
hakk wau-s shard [Kutbu-d din Bakhtiyar K&ki]. He placed
the Sult4n [ Nusrat Kh4n] upon an elephant, and conducted him
into the Jah4an-pandh. Sultdn Mahmtd, Mukarrab Khéin, and
Bab4dur N4hir, were shut up in Old Dehli. On the third day,
Ikbal Khan treacherously attacked Sultdn Nésiru-d din [ Nusrat
Khén], who, being unable to resist, fled, with a small party of
men and elephants, to Firozdbad. Tkbal Khén pursued with his
forces, and all the elephants fell into his hands. The prince
escaping to Firozab4d, fled from thence with his family and
dependents, crossed the Jummna, and went to Té4tir Khan.
Firozab4d then came into the possession of Ikbal Khan. After
this, fighting went on daily for two months between Mukarrab
Khén and Ikbal Khan; but at length some amirs interfered,
and made peace between them. Mukarrab Khan then entered
-Jah4n-panah with Sultdn Mahmid, and Ikbal Khén stayed in
Siri. Suddenly Ikb4l Khé&n proceeded with a party of his
followers to the house of Mukarrab Khén, took him, and slew
N him without mercy. He then kept Sultdin Mahmid in his

VOL. IV. 3
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power as a puppet, and himself directed all matters of govern-
ment.

In the month of Zi-1 ka'da, Ikb4l Khén marched against
Téatar Khén at Panipat. When information of this reached the
latter, he left his baggage and materials of war in Pé&nipat, and
marched with a strong force against Dehli. TIkbdl Khén in-
vested Pénipat, and captured the place in three days. Tétar
Khén also attacked Dehli, but notwithstanding his efforts, he
could not take it. When he heard of the fall of Pénipat, he
gave up the siege, and fled with his army to his father in
Gujarat. Tkbdl Khén took the elephants, horses, etc., from
Pénipat, and returned to Dehli. Malik Nasiru-1 Mulk, relation
(karib) of Tatar Khén, joined the victor, and received from him
the title of *Adil Khén, and a fief in the Do4db.! Ikbal Khéan
then devoted himself to affairs of State.

In the month of Safar, 801 m. (October, 1398 A.p.), intelli-
gence came that Amir Timar, King of Khurasén, had attacked
Talina,? and was staying at Multan, and that he had put to the
sword all the soldiers of Sé&rang Khén, who had been taken
prisoners by Pir Muhammad. This intelligence filled Ikbél
Kbhén with dread and anxiety. Amir Timér continuing his
march, besieged Bhatnir, took the #d¢ Khul Chain prisoner, and
put the garrison to the sword. From thence he marched to
S&ména, and many inhabitants of Dibélpar, Ajodhan, and
Sarsuti, fled in terror to Dehli. Many prisoners were taken,
and most of these received the glory of martyrdom. Then he
crossed over the Jumna into the Doab, and ravaged the greater
part of the country. He made a halt at the town of Loni, and
there he put to the sword all the prisoners whom he had taken
between the rivers Sind and Ganges, in all 50,000 men, more or
less: God knows the truth. Such was the terror inspired by
him, that Musulméns and Hindus fled before him, some to the

! The Tabakdt-i Akbari says, “ Saména as far as the middle of the Doab.”
2 This name is so given also in the Tabakdt-¢ dkbari, and in Bad4ini.
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mountains, some to the deserts, some to the waves of the rivers,
and some to Dehli. In Juméada-l awwal, having crossed the
Jumna, he halted at Firozibad, and next day he took up his
position at the top of the Hawus-i kkdss. Ikbal Khéin came
out with his elephants, and gave battle to Amir Timér in the
maiddn. At the first charge, he was defeated by the warriors of
Timdr, and escaped through a thousand difficulties with his
elephants into the city. But as they retreated into the city,
many men were crushed under foot and died, and heaps of dead
were left. When night came on, Ikbal Khén and Sultan
Mahmid, leaving their wives and children behind, came out of
the city. The Sultdn fled to Gujarat, and Ikbal Khén crossed
the river Jumna and went to Baran. Next day Amir Timir
granted quarter to the city, and took the ransom money from
the inhabitants. On the fourth day he gave orders that all
the people in the city should be made prisoners, and this was
done.!

Some days afterwards, Khizr Khén, who had fled in fear of
Timir to the mountains of Mewat, Bahddur Nahir, Mubarak
Khéan, and Zirak Khéan, by the favour of Amir Timdr, were
admitted to an interview, but, with the exception of Khizr Khén,?
they were all put into prison. From Dehli, T{mir returned by
the skirts of the hills, and made prisoners of those people who
had remained in the hills. When he arrived at LAhor, he
plundered the city, and he made Shaikh4 Khokhar prisoner,
with his wives and children, and all those who had taken refuge
with him. This Shaikh4 Khokhar, through enmity to Sarang
Khén, had early joined Timir, and had acted as his guide, in
return for which he had received mercy and favonr. Timdr

1 Nizamu-d din Ahmad, who is quoted by Firishta, is more explicit in his
Tabakdt-i Akbari. Hesays: “ Timar granted quarter to the people of the city, and
appointed a number of persons to collect the ransom-money. Some of the citizens,
incensed by the harshness of'the collectors, resisted and killed several of them. This
daring incited the anger of Timar, and he gave orders to kill or make prisoners the
people of the city. On that day many were captured or slain, but at length Timar

was moved to pity and issned an edict of mercy.”
2 « Whom Timdr knew to be a saiyid and a good man.”—Tubakd?-i Akbars,
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following day a battle took place, and God, who defends the
Muhammadan religion, gave the victory to Ikbal Khan. The
infidels fled, and he pursued them to the confines of Etawa,
killing many, and making many prisoners. From thence he
proceeded to the district (kAiffa) of Kanauj, and Sultinu-sh
Shark Mubé4rak Shéh came up from Hindustdn. The river
Ganges flowed between the two armies, and neither was able to
cross. This state of affairs continued for two months, when
each party retired to his own home. On his journey, Tkbél
Khéan became suspicious of [ Mub4rak Khén and] Shams Khén,
aud having got them into his power [he put them to death].!

In this year Taghi Khén Turkchi Sultani, son-in-law of
Ghalib Khén, amér of Shména, assembling a considerable force,
marched towards Dibélpir, against Khizr Khdn. When intelli-
gence of this was brought to Khizr Khén, he prepared for the
attack, and marched with a large force into the kkitte of Ajodhan.
A battle was fought there en the 9th Rajab, on the banks of the
Dahanda. Khizr Kh&n was victorious, and Taghi Khéan fled
to the town of Asahthar.® GbAalib Khan, and other amirs who
were with him, then treacherously killed him.

In the year 804 u. (1401), Sultdn Mahmud left the khitta
of Dhér, and proceeded to Dehli. Ikbal Khan came forth
to give him a formal reception, and the Sult4n went to the
Humdyin palace in Jah&n-pandh. But the reins of government
were in the hands of Tkb4l Khan, and se hatred sprang up be-
tween him and the Sultdn. Ikbal Khan again went to Kanauj,
and took the Sult4n with him. In this year Sultdn Mubérak
Shéh (of Jaunpur) died, and his brother, Ibrdhim Shéh, succeeded
him as king, under the title of Sult4n Ibréhim. On hearing of
the approach of Sultdn Mahmdd and Ikb4l Khan, he marched
out to meet them with a large force. When the two armies
were near to each other, and the battle was imminent, Sultdn

1 The necessary words in brackets are from the Tabakdi-i Akbari.
2 Soin the MS., butthe Zabdakd?-¢ 4kbarihas “ Bahudar,”” and Bad4dni ¢ Bahuhar.”






40 YAHYA BIN AHMAD.

rdts, had come there and were shut up in Etdwa. The siege was
carried on against them for four months, but at last they gave
tribute and four elephants, on account of Gwélior, and so made
peace. In the month of Shawwal, Tkb4l Khén proceeded from
Etdwa to Kanauj, and fought against Sultin [Mahmdd], but
the place was strong, and he could not take it, so he returned
to Dehli disappointed.

In the month of Muharram, 808 u. (July, 1405 a.p.), Tkbal
Khén marched against S&méana. Bahrdém Khéan Turk-bacha,’!
who had fought against his nephew the son of Sarang Khén,?
fled through fear to the mountains of Badhnor.? Ikbal Khén
proceeded to the town of Artbar?in these mountains, and there
halted. Finally, Makhddm-z4da Shaikh ’Alamu-d din, grand-
son of Hazrat Saiyid Jalal Bukhéari, interposed, and relying upon
him, Bahrdm Khén came to I1kb4l Khan, and had an interview.
From thence Ikb4l Khiu marched towards Multdn. When he
reached Talwandi, R4l Kaméalu-d din arrived. Here he seized
Bahrdm Khén, R4l Datd Kamal Main, and R4i Himd [son of ]
Khul Chain Bhatti® On the third he flayed Bahram Khén,
and securing the others, he carried them with him. When he
reached the banks of the Dahauda, near the khitta of Ajodhan,
he was met by Khizr Kh&n and a large army. On the 19th
Juméada-l awwal, 808 1. (12th November, 1405), a battle was
fought between them. At the first charge, Ikbal Khan was
defeated, and fled. He was pursued, and his horse fell upon him
and wounded him, so that he could not escape. He was killed,
and his head was cut off and sent to Fathpar.

Daulat Khén, Ikhtiydr Khén, and other amirs, sent a depu-

! Firishta says he was one of the ‘* Khdna-zddon ¢ Firozshdhi,” or son of one of
Firoz Shah’s Turki slaves.

2 The Zabakdt-i Akbari, Badatni and Firishta, all agree in saying, more simply
and intelligibly, “who had fonght against Sarang Khan.”

8 « Halhor” and “ Hadoz” in the MS,, “Dahor” in Firishta. ¢ Badhnor” is
from the Tabakdt-i Akbari.

¢ Rapar?

6 The Tabakdt-i Akbari agrees essentially, but Firishta says, “ R4f Daad, Kamél
Bhattf, and Rai Habba, son of Raf Rati.”


















46 YAHYA BIN AHMAD.

who was adopted in childhood, and brought up by Malik
Nasiru-1 Mulk Mard4n Daulat.! Historians record that he was
by descent a saiyid. The chief of the saiyids, Jalalu-d din
Bokh4ri, once honoured the house of Malik Mard4n with a visit,
and when food was spread before his guest, Malik Mardan
ordered Snlaimén to wash the great saiyid’s hands. The saiyid
said, ¢ This is a saiyid, and is unfit for such work as this.” As
the great chief of the saiyids thus testified to Sulaiman being a
satyid, there can be no doubt that he was one. Another proof
of his being a saiyid is, that he was generous, brave, merciful,
considerate, true to his word, and kind: these are all virtues
which were conspicuous in the Prophet, and were manifest
in him.

When Malik Mardian died, Malik Shaikh his son obtained
the fief of Mult4n, but he died soon after, and Malik Sulaim4n
succeeded him. He likewise soon afterwards died, and Khizr
Khén then obtained Multan, with all its dependencies, from
Sultdn Firoz Shah. God Almighty had chosen him for great
work and a high station, and his dignity increased daily. The
events of his campaigns and victories, before he accomplished the
conquest of Dehli, have already been related. On the 15th
Rabi’u-1 awwal, 817 (80th May, 1414 A.p.), he entered the fort
of Sirf, and posted his army in the palace of Sultdn Mahmid.
The people of the city, by force of late events, had become
impoverished and needy, so he settled allowances and made
provision for them. By this kindness, they were all made easy
and happy. He gave to Maliku-sh Shark Malik Tuhfa the
title of T4ju-l1 Mulk, and made him wazir. To Saiyid Salim,
chief of the saiyids, he gave the ikt¢d’ and shikk of Saharanpar,
and all affairs were set in order. He gave to Malik "Abdu-r
Rahim, adopted son of the late Malik Sulaimén, the title of

1 The Tabakdt-i Akbari, BadaGni, and Firishta all agree that Malik Sulaimén was
the adopted son of Nasiru-1 Mnlk, and the context of our MS. accords. The actual
wording of this passage, however, makes Khizr Kban to be the adopted son of
Mardan, an evideut error, which one little word in the text would rectify, and which
has been admitted in the translation.






















































































































































































































































































































































































































































192 KHONDAMIR.

of Firddsi. The Sultdn repented of his neglect of that in-
comparable poet, and ordered them to take 60,000 dindrs with
rich robes of honour to Tus, and to ask Firddsi’s pardon. In
the Bahdristan it is written that when those presents came in at
one gate of Tis, the coffin of Firddsi was carried out at the
other. An only daughter was his heiress, to whom the emis-
saries of the Sult4n offered those honourable presents ; but she,
from the pride inherent in her disposition, refused them and said,
“I have enough wealth to last me to the end of my days; I
have no need of this money.” The agents of the Sultidn built
a caravanserai in the neighbourhood of Tis with that money.
Afzalu-1 Andmi Mauldn4d Niru-d din *Abdu-r rahmén J4mi has
written these lines at the end of this story:

Tt is pleasing to recognize one’s merits, when the crooked sphere
Has bent the final arrow of misfortune into the shape of a bow.
The honour of the Sultin has perished from the world, and there

remains not anything
Except this tale, that he recognized not the merits of Firddsi.”

According to the Guside, Firdisi died in the year 416,! but
God knows everything !

Sultan Muhammad.

When the hand of Yaminu-d daula Mahmdd was cut off
from possession in worldly things, his son Muhammad,? accord-
ing to the will of his father, placed upon his head the crown of
Sult4nship, and, just as it was in the days of Mahmdd, he
appointed Hasnak Mikal prime minister. Sult4n Mas’ad, who
was at Hamad4n, having obtained intelligence of the death of
his father, hastened towards Khurdsdn, and wrote a letter to

! Daulat Shéh in his Zazkira says 411 u., 1020-1 a.p.

2 The Twbakdt-i Ndsiri styles him “Jalalu-d daula,” and says he wrote much Arabie
poetry. The Tdrikh-i Alfi, quoting Hafiz Abra, says, ‘“he was exactly like his
father, of modecrate stature, elegantly made, and marked with the small-pox; that
Mas’Gd was taller and stouter, so that it was difficult to get a horse to carry him,
and, therefore, he usually rode on an elephant.”


















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































550 APPENDIX.

the country during his reign that thefts and highway robbery were
unknown. When such a thing occurred, the mukaddams of all the
surrounding villages were seized, and restitution for the robbery
was exacted from them. Examinations were held in the villages,
and precautions taken that the like should not occur again. From
Gaur to the confines of his dominions, in every direetion, he had
built sardis and halting places at every kos ; and pots of water were
placed at the doors of the sardis for the use of Musulméins and
Hindus. At every sardi a masjid, a royal chamber (khdnah-i
bddshdhi), and a well were constructed; and to every mosque a
mu'azzin (crier), an ¢mdm (priest), and shikkddr (manager) were ap-
pointed, and lands were allotted at the place for their support. From
Gaur to the confines of Oudh,! a road was made having sardis,
gardens, and shady and fruit-bearing trees. Amnother road with
gardens and sardis from Benares to the country of Manda near to
Burhénpir. Another road with gardens and sardis from A'gra to
Jiudhpar. Another from Bayana to Jaunpfr and to Ajmir. There
were 1700 sardés, and at every sardf there were pairs of horses
ready, so that news travelled 800 kos in one day. [Here follows
the story quoted in the note on page 418.]

Sher Shih was occupied night and day with the business of his
kingdom, and never allowed himself to be idle. At the end of
night he arose, performed his ablutions, and said his prayers.
Afterwards he called in his officers and managers to report all the
occurrences of the day. For four hours he listened to the reading
of reports on the affairs of the country or on the business of the
Government establishments. The orders which he gave were
reduced to writing, and were issued and acted upon ; there was no
need of further discussion. Thus he remained engaged till morning
(fajar) arrived. When it was time for prayers, he performed his
devotions in a large congregation, and went through all the forms of
prayer. Afterwards he received his nobles and soldiers, and made
inquiries as to the horses brought to receive their brands. Then he
went out and made a personal inspection of his forces, and settled
the allowances of each individual by word of mouth until all was
arrauged. He then attended to many other affairs and audited

)
1 3.)
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