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S K E TC H E S, &c. 

THE ARMY. 

EvHY principality, from the Himalaya to Cape Comorin, and 
from near the baob of the Indus to thoee of the Berhampooter, 
may be considered to bow in implicit obedience to the will of the 
British Govemment--all look to it as the supreme ruling power­
all acknowledge and appeal to it as the arbiter of foreign relatiom 
with neighbouring lltatea-all submit with apparent good will to 
the relatiom and conditiom by which they are bound to that 
Government. The power of uniting, or of being individually able 
to free themselves from that 111premacy is now lflllll obvious than at 
any former period of our history. Prolonged peace will tend to 
remove still further that hope and that power, ao that with what 
may be comidered the internal states of India, there is every pro,• 
pect of permanent tranquillity. With the external powen there is 
nothing that immediately threatem to disturb OW' relatiom; but 
with them those relatiom must rest on less aecure grounds than 
with statea more immediately in our neighbourhood, more within 
the influence of our power, and to whom the es.tent and pre,ence 
of that power are more obvious; yet the very remoteness or their 
poeition, the little intercoune we hold with them, and the few 
interest.I we have in common, are reuom why OW' relatiom with 
them should long remain undisturbed. Our treaty with Runjeet 
Singh bas luted longer without modification, than any other in 
India. 

Over our own 1ubjccts our BWay seems complete. Its object ii 
to extend the greatest good to the greatest number, and although 
with particular clUBe& of the community, and with particular tribes, 
our rule must ever be unpopular, yet all submit to their destiny ; 
10me cheerfully from the good it bring& them, and all patiently, 
perhapt1 because in their eyet1 it is their destiny, and the day bu 
not yet arrived which opem to them any pl'Ollpect of a beneficial 
change. 

1M Iruliaa A.m,y, by 11·hich principally these results are pro­
duced, like e,·ery other army, naturally looks forward to war and 
ill advantages u the time of promise; and reverts to the period of 
itl triumphs with pride and satisfaction. ThOBe period-. although 
aiding foreignen in the conquest of their country and of their own 
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THE ARIIY. 

tribe.. seem to bind the old aoldier in ,ympethy to u and to our 
cauee; and there will, I think, be found a beartiae11 and franbeu 
iD the aoldier of thoee da,-., wbicb are wanting ia him of a la&u 
period. 

The Hiodooe, of whom the great maJority of our army eoa1ilte. 
have ao national came of their own to 1upport, aor ii there any 
period in their biltory to which they can revert u furnilhing them 
with any thing national. India, under itl Hindoo d:ynutiea, wu 
apparently 1plit iato numeroua petty statea, each contending with 
the other for 1upremacy, IOIDe of them obtaining it for a time, and 
extending their empire over tractl of eoantry equal to European 
kingdo1111 of the tint magnitude. But thme ban age. ago paNed 
away; the HiDdoo of the preaeat day knowa not to which dyouty 
bil forefathera belonged, nor doe1 he care. He belooga himaelf to 
eome great ctu. or portion of the HiDdoo people. The religion and 
privilege. of that eta. are thiap •ery Mered in bil eye.; and theac 
gi•e to him and to them a llepU'llte political exilteoce, wbicb ii 
unconnected with Go-,ernment, and which ii apparently 1uftlcieot 
to alL The tribe. accuatomed to the 111e of anu either are, 
originally, or very aoon became, diltinct from the great body of the 
Hindoo people. Thoee who are disclplinf!d in our raob have 
UDdoubtedly a character which llepU&te9 them in a great meuure 
from their own familiea, and which anfitl them in old age for th01e 
punuitl, and tranquil and dome.tic enjoymeotl ia which their 
childhood WM apeot. They ha•e bot little iatereat in or conct'rn 
with the form of our civil ialtitotiom; they are generally employ­
ed in camJII, and .eparated from the great body of the people; and 
although they watch with iatere1t and anxiety the effect of our 
administration on their own Yillagel or poueaaiou, yet tbil ii the 
extent of their anxiety ; and the mOlt arbittary Governmf'nta ia 
India may calculate with certainty on implicit obedience and 1up­
port from ill mercenary aoldiery in the mOlt tyrannical of itl mea-
1uret1 towards itl 1ubjecta. A great majority of the Hiodooa in the 
Bengal army unfortunately belong to foreign J>ONC!91iom; they are 
more liable to be iaftuenced b:,- our political than by our dom...tic 
et'Onomy, and the former hal been throughout our career lea 
definro and wone regulated than the latter. The Hiadoo IE'poy of 
the Madru arm:,- ii ltill further fflDo•ed from the great body of 
the Hindoo people than bia brother of Beopl. . He ii vf'ry gene­
rally of low cute, born and bred ia camp. Hil regimf'Dt is hi, homt>, 
be neither knon nor care1 for any other. It ii a little moveable 
colony, wpuated in a great meuure from evf'ry other n-gimf'nt, 
and from the reat of the world. The Hiadoo and Jew of the Bom­
bay army, are perbapa leu ttmoved from civil li(f' than the Madras 
101dier; but they too, that is, the Hindooe, are very often of llf'J>ll­
ratf' cute from the great �ority of their fellow-countrymf'II, have 
no right.II or pririlE>gea in civil IOcif'ty worth deft>ndiag, and like the 
Madru IN'J>OY, are lllllilflf'd with their <"Ondition in our army, 
hN-aUllf' thf'y ban advantages there which would not belong to 
them elaewhere. 


































































































































































































































































































































































































