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QUETTA EARTHQUAKE—1935.
MEMORANDUM.

This publicalion coniains information made available from time to time
to the Press in India and abroad in the form of communiqués, statements and
reports regarding the sitvation at Quetta, and the measures taken in connection
- with velief, supplies, evacuation, and salvage. Extracts from the Press in
India (both Fnglish-printed and Vernacular) and from the British Press in
regard to the measures taken by the Anthorities to deal with the situation are
also reproduced. .

As soon as possible after the disaster occurred, the Director of Public
Information with the Government of India proceeded to Quetta (which he
reached on the 3rd June) for the purpose of arranging for the provision of
facilities for Fress Correspondents there, and of ensuring that the fullest
possible information regarding the situation was made available to the Public.

The Burean of Publie Information at Simla was supplied from hour to
hour, by the Departments of Government concerned, with detailed informatien
regarding the situation at Quetta and of the measures taken to provide medical
relief and supplies and this was at once cormmunicated to the Representatives of
all sections of the Press,

The following Newspapers and Agencies were represented at Quetta :—.

English-printed Papers : Vernacular Papers :
The Times (London). (Urdu).
"The Statesman (CalcuttajNew Delhi). " The Khilafat (Bombay).
The Times of India (Bombay). The Hagigat (Lucknow).
The Oivil & Military Gazette (Lahore): - The Watan (Delhi).
The Tribune (Lahore). " The Millat (Delhi).
The Bombay Chronicle . (Bombay). The Rozans Hind (Caleuttn).
The Hindustan Times (Delhi}. (Hindi)
The Sind Observer (Karachi}, T V:h .
The Hindu (Madras). e Vishvamitra (Caleutta).
The Eastern Times (Lahore). (Bengalee).
The National Call (Delhi). . The Anand Bazar Patrika (Caicutts),

r

News Agencies :
Reuters.
Agsociated Press of India,
United Press of India,

The Press Representatives at -Quetta were invited to attend the daily con-
ferences held by the General Officer Commanding-in-Chief. -

With the co-operation of the local authorities, the Director of Publie
Information arranged for the preparation and publication in the Press of
approximately 6,000 Indian casualties.

I iy hardly necessary to point out that the variation from' time to time
of the estimates of casualties was due to the magnitude of the disaster and the
consequent impossibility of assessing with aceuracy, in the early stages, the
nmumbers of killed and wounded. In certain particulars there are also discre-
pancies of minor importance in the Situation Reports telegraphed to the Secre-
tary of Stgte which were compiled from telegrams received from the authorities
at Quetta. Some variation in the daily reports of the extent of damage, ete,
was inevitable in the stress of the situation and in view of the enormous pressure
on the vestricted telegraphic facilities,

Bureau of Public Information,
Government of India,

Sumla, 27th August, 1935.
LISDPI :
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QUETTA EARTHQUAKE,

Situation Reports telegraphed to the Secretary of State by the Government of
India end issued to the Pregs.-

and June 1935, - .

No. 1.  (a) Material damage— .
(1) Quetta City. The whole of city has been destroyed and is being

gealed under Military Guard from today by Medical advice. Esti-

mated twenty thousand corpses remain buried under debris and no

hope rescue any more living. Corpses extracted and buried num-

ber several thousands. JExaect figures unobtainable. There are

abont ten thousand Indian survivors including four thousand in-

Jured.

(2) Civil Area. All houses have been razed to ground except Govern-
ment House which is partially standing in ruins, Church and
Club are both in rmins also Murree Brewery. ’

(3) Cantonment Area. One quarter destroyed, remaining three quarters
slightly damaged but inbabitable. Most damage in R. A. F. area
where barracks have been destroyed and only *6 out of 27 machines

gerviceable.

{4) Railway Area. Destroyed.
(5) Hanna Road and Staff College area undamaged.

(6) Surrounding villages destroyed with it is feared very hea{vy casunalties
but number are not yet ascertainable. Military parties are being
sent out to investigate and render_ help. -

(7) Outlying Distriets. As already reported Kalat and Mastung are
reported razed to ground with very heavy casualties. All villages
between Quetts and Kalat also reported to be destroyed. Loralal
and Chaman are known to be safe and no information has been re-
ceived of any damage at Fort Sandeman which appears also to
have been outside orbit of earthquake. Messages received from
EKandahar show that thaft area has escaped entirely. .

(b) Relief Work and Supply—Whole control of supply has been assumed
by Western Command who are rationing Civil population and arrangements are
being made to send food and colleat casvalties in villages in district. Indian
Military Hospital treated three thousand five hundred patients in last 24 hours,
Cantonment Hospital has treated over one thousand and detained two hundred
for further treatment. Refungee camps have been established on race course,
Fourteen Medical Officers and six nurses together with large quantity of medical
stores have been despatched by aeroplane from various stations in India
Viceroy’s aeroplane being sent by Hig Hxcelleney for this purpose. Speciai
trtainf cﬁntaining medical personnel and stores have also been sent from Karachi
and Lahore.

. (e) Communications.—Rail and Road Communications with Quetta are still
intact and Chief Commissioner, Railway has gone there to investigate position.
Telegraphic communication has hitherto been by Military wireless but eivil land
line has now been restored with assistance of Army Signals and Jarge accumula-
tion of private telegrams was despatched from Quetta on 2nd June remainder

being sent by aeroplane.

(d) Administration—Situation reported well in hand, but owing to the
fact that nearly all the subordinate civil officers and police have been killed, the
A, G. G., has asked the Military authorities for assistance in carrying on the
administration and such powers as are necessary will be provided by emergency
legislation, Both the Punjab Government and the N.-W. F. P. are sending at
the request of the A. (. G. special police with officers to assist pending reorgani-
zation of the Balucbistan Police Force. :

* It wan subsequently reported that only 3 machines wers found to be servicenble.
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Punjab and Sind refugees are being evacuated from today in six trains
leaving from 11 anr onwards. This evacuation .wnll continue as long as no
enidemic disease breaks out. The Punjab and Sind authorities have been re-
qﬁested in ponsultation with Railway authorities to arrange food for destitnte
refugees after Jacobabad. A

In order to prevent influx of persons for whom no accommodation or su

.plies are available, tickets are not being issued for Quetta, and fravellers will

No. 2.

No. 8.

1ot be permitted to proceed beyond Rohri except with special permission. The
public are requested to co-operate in making these orders effective.

Daily situation reports will be issued containing further infdrmatioq regard-
ing casualties as obtained. It is hoped that particulars already published re-
garding British Casualties are inclusive.

3rd June 1935,

(a) Material Damage~-There were renewed shoclgs al- intervals through-
out yesterday, but no further serious damage or casualties reported.

(1) Quetta City. Total dead estimated at 26,000 ont of estimated popula-
tion before earthquake of 40,000, Estimated not less than 20,000
corpses remain buried under debris. Bodies of about 5,000 Indians-

" have been recovered and either buried or burned. '

* (2) Cantonment Area. Reports now confirm that R. A. F. lineg and one-
quarter of military cantonment destroyed, but Staff College area.
undamaged. Dairy Building is damaged but standing.

(3) Outlying Districts, Chaman, Loralai and Fort Sandeman are un-
affected. Hstimated 70 per cent. of population in some outlying-
villages either dead or injured. Villages between and including
Mastung ‘and Beleli reported completely destroyed.

(b) Relief work and supply.~—The numbers now being fed, including troops.
approximately, British 6,000, Indians 30,000, Food situation satisfactory.
Milk supplies available for children. Supplies of tinned milk, tinned meat, meat
essences, Perishable and brandy, being distributed. Supplies of food and medi-
cal suppiies to outlying villages commenced yesterday. Indian Military Hospital
treated about 4,000 wounded. Abont 10,000 evacuated to rest camp on Race
Course. 11,000 doses of anti-tentanic serum, and large supplies of eholera vaceine
gent Quetta yesterday by air and train. Supplies of medical stores, such as flan-
nel, bandages, splints, iodine, creosol and every desecription of medical com-
forts bave been and are being despatehed. Arrangements made to send 100
medical students 50 nursing sepoys, also general hospital personnel. Royal
Indian Army Service Corps personnel for supply work also despatched, Electric
light and power station working on restricted load. General Ironside, Quarter-
Master-General, leaves for Quetta today.

(¢) Admnistration—About 3,600 persons evacuated, from Quetta and
surrounding districts, yesterday. ¥ood provided at railway stations. The
behaviour of population under heart-rending conditions is excellent, and people
are co-operating whole-heartedly with loeal authorities. 1t is hoped that there

vAvill bel a generous and wurgent response to the Viceroy’s Earthquake Relief
ppeal. o il

L ECETa A o)

4th June 19355,

(a) Material damage~There were further shocks at intervals yesterday,
buf mostly slight. No new damage or casnalties reported. Situation no worse
and work proceeding according to plan, :

_(b) Casualties—Cases in Hospital at Quetta—British men 79, Women 73,
Children 3. Indians 3,250. Every effort is being made to. obtain complete
revised list of British casualties both killed and injured, together with daily re--
ports regarding the condition and progress of the latter.

The difficulty of publishing lists Indian casualties is enormons. Tdentifica-

tion is often impossible and the numbers in themselves are at present only ap-
proximate estimates, . oo
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Names of Indian casualties among subordinate personnel of Railway and
other Departments will however be made available by local authorities as soon
as ascertained.

Estimate given in situation report of 8rd June, of 26,000 Indian dead for
Quetta City stands. But figure cannot be confiimed unless and until it is pos-
sible to calculate number of survivors, a task which may prove very difficult as
large number are presunmed fo have fled to surrounding districts when earth-
quake oceurred.

(¢) Relief and supply~—Local authorities at Quetta report supply situation
now satisfactory in the circumstances. Food and medical supplies continue to
be despatehed by rail and air. With the continued assistance of the B. A, . 21
aircraft employed yesterday in transport of medical and nursing. personnel,
medical stores and tinned milk. Regular air freight service commences today.

Organisation set up to provide medical relief to surrounding villages, One
week’s supplies sent to all near villages. ‘

(d) ddminisiration—FEvacuation of inhabitants proceeding, including many
who are only slightly injured. When trains leave Quetta arrangements are made
for supply of food on the journey. Arrangements in hand for evacuation of
British families and for embarkation of those desiring passage.

Labour corps of GO0 formed locally, and another batfalion being collected
and equipped at Jullindur for salvage work.

Organised ssalvage of waluables and stores begins today. Little hope of
survivors under debris, but working parties will spare no efforts in their search.
Precautions being taken to safeguard working parties from contact with disease.
Information Bureau dpened on race course to help refugees and to institute
enquiries into identity of survivors and injured. :

Tollowing communiqué issued to Press last night :— ‘

Begins, Owing to conlinued prevalence of earth tremors, the necessity
of harbouring supplies and the heavy demands made on the railway
transport for the carriage nf necessities and the evacnation of
personnel, the admission of private individuals into the Quetta area
must unfortunately be probibited. Until further notice, therefore,
no private individual will be allowed to pass heyond Rohri unless
in possession of a pass. The issue of passes will be restricted to
those on official duty, and will be obtainable from the Adjutant-
General in India, Army Headquarters, Simla. Ends, .

5th Jume 1935.

(8} Material damage.—No further shocks have been reported, and no fresh
cagnalties. Situation in Kalat and neighbouring distriets ig still uncertain
and reliable estimate of casualties cannot yet be given,

(b) Administration—Organisation of rest camp on race course successfully
completed. Wark of organised excavation by lahour corps in search for
possible survivors and for recovery of property commenced vesterday, but
salvage operations have had to be suspended owing to the appalling stench.
Impossible to say when work ean be recommenced. Everyone is now out of the
city, around which a military cordon has been placed.

Between 4,000 and 5,000 people have already been evacuated and arrange-
ments have been made by the authorities in fhe Punjab and Sind for their

receplion and eare. Camps for refngees and womnded are being established
where needed. : : -

. () Relicf and Supply.--With arrival of additional doetors, treatment of
injured being faeilitated. Supply situation now reported satisfactory and is
being eased by evacuation of survivors.

. Regular air freight service to Quetta commenced yesterday. Vieeroy’s
aireraft and R. A. F. machines conveyed medical personnel and stores.

(d) Farthquake Relief Fund ~Estimate of total sum-reqiired for relief
measires cannot be given at present. But thousands of refugees are absolutely
destitute. Government is using all its resources to meet their immediate needs,

but relief of distress and suffering can be facilitated by swift response of puh-
lic to Viceroy’s Appeal.
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6th June 1935,
Mo, b, No further damage reported.

Administration.—Behaviour of whole civil population continues to be
‘excellent. Electrie light and water supply satisfactory. Milk supply adequate,
Evacuation of British and Indian survivors continmes satisfactorily, All R.
A F. families for transfer to England have left Quetta, and some other
British families are on their way to Karachi. Arrangements are in hand for
evacuation next week of between 700 and 800 members of British families who
will be accommodated at Karachi pending provision of passage.

Burean established at Quetta for registration of claims for property lost
in earthquake. Salvage work in accordance with these claims is being carried
out to waximum extent commensurate with safety and publie health. .

Railway traffic for private individials now opened as far as Jacobabad,
but no private individual will be allowed beyond that point without a pass From
the Adjutanil-General in India. .

Casualties. (a) General.-—Report appearing in Press of total death roll
of 56,000 killed in Quetta and surrounding distriets cannot be confirmed. Num-
ber killed in surrounding villages reported to be heavy, but reliable estimate
impossible al present. Authorities are investigating.

(b) British—No report of new or additional casualties received.

(¢) Indian.—Authorities doing all possible to ascertain names of Indian
casnalties. Further list has been despatched from Quetta by air, and will be
-published as soon as received. Enormous pressure on limited telegraph facili-
ties makes {ransmission of lists by wire impossible.

In addition to 3,250 cases in hospital at Quetta many wounded attending
intermittently for {reatinent. Medieal aid is also available at refugee eamp.

It is hoped that it will be possible to commence evacuation of hospital cases
shortly, Governments of. Bombay, United Provinces, Punjab and North-West
Frontier are preparing hospital accommodation. Patients discharged from
hospital are rejoining families on race course refugee camp, before evacuation.

 Care of refugees.—Government authorities in Punjab and Sind arranging
to establish organisation at Rohri to provide food and medical comforts and
money for immediate expenses to refugees from Quetta. Lists of refugees
passing through Rohri will be compiled and issued to Press. All Deputy Com-
missioners have been instructed to provide food and accommeodation for refugees
arriving in their districts. -

7th Jume 1935,

No. 6. Range of earihquake estimated at 130 miles long and 20 miles broad. In
addifion to the towns of Kalat and Mastung, at least 100 villages in Quetta sub-
division and XKalat State have been totally destroyed. Survey of villages not
'vet eonmplete, but present estimate of number killed is between 12,000 and 15,000,
Total death roll including Quetta is therefore probably in excess of 40,000.
Number of destitnte refugees is estimated at not less than 15,000.

Supplies of food and medical comforts at Quetta are mnow adequaie.
Evaenation of British and Indian survivors continue with all possible speed.
Vickers-Vietoria Troop Carrier leaves Lahore for Quetta today to assist in
{rausport of rurvivors to Kavachi. -

&h June 1985,

News of subseriptions {0 Relief Fund by Their Magjesties and Members of
Royal Faraily and of efforts of Lord Mayor of London has been received with
gratitnde throughout India. Grants by His Majesty’s Governments in United
Kingdom and Commonwealth of Australia have also given great satisfaction.

. . Thongh subseriptions to Fund are being given with greatest liberality both
in Tndia and England, large sums are needed at once., Governor-General in .
Council has therefore sanciioned grant of Rs. 10 lakhs to supplement Fund

and 10 ensure that adequate funds are available for immediate reliof of all
sufferers wherever they may be. ‘

No. 1.
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Governor Geueral in Council has also decided to appoint larthquake Com-
missioner to co-ordinate measures of relief and to advise him on many jms-
cellancous problems that will arise in comnection with Earthquake.

Following is situation report based on official messages received upto mid-
day 8th June,

Begins. Lvacuation proceeding smoothly. No effort being spared for
corafort and convenienee of all survivors in transit. Food, water, and ice pro-
vided at all stations. 8. 8. Kaeranje chartered by Government of India for
evacnation to England {rom Karachi of approximately seven hundred members
of British familics. Some fumilies have already left for England.

Two Amhulance trains left Lahore for Quetta yesterday and evacuation of
wounded will eommence as soon as possible after their arrival. All wouuded
will Le transferred from Quetia as quickly as possible and present eougesiion
in hospitals will thereby be relieved.

Medical and sunitary arrangements are well organised and working satis-
factorily. Tield Ambnlance Sections operating in Mastung arca. Villages in
earthquake area patrolled daily and provided with food and medical attention,
Ends. ’ :

Yommander-in-Chicf has sent following telegram to General Karslake at
Quetta’ s ‘

Begins. 1 am directed to convey to you personally, and through vou to ull
officers und men of the Army and Air Force, and especially to Medical Officers,
Nurses and voluntary helpers in Quetta, the thanks of the Government of
India for the splendid way in which they have responded, under vour admirable

direction, to the iremendous strain placed upon them by the catastrophic earth-
guake in Quetta.

The Government of India include in their thanks all those, Civil, Military,
Rajlway and Air Force, who have worked so hard in India to supply you with
the many things you required at short notice. Ends.

-

9th June 1935.

 Situation satisfactory.—Nothing further to report. Until further notice
propose to lelegraph sitnation report on alternate days commencing tomorrow,

10th June 1935.

Tt is anticipated that lHeadguarters, Western Cogmand, will be transfer- .
red from Quetta to Karacoi before the end of June and that General Sir Ivor
Vesey, the new &. Q. C.<in-C., will assume command there on his arrival from
England. Headquarters, Baluchistan Distriet will however, remain in Quetta
under the command of General Karslake.

Fistimated that about 20,000 servivors have been evacuated by speeial
trains since Ist Junc. The majority of these survivors belong to Punjub and
Sind. Delicate children have been evacmated by air to avoid risks of heat in
Sind Desert. -

_ Six-hundred and thirty-six patients have now been evacuated by ambu.
lance trains. Approrimatlely 100 eases have still to be transferfed.

Latest reliable figures of casualties in Kalat State are 2,900 killed and
5,000 injured out of population of 10,000 in stricken area,

. Governor-(General in Couneil has decided to depute immediately to Quetta,
Lt.-Col. Russell, 1.M.S., Public Health Commissioner with Government of India,
to investigate in consultation with local Medical and Public Health withorities,
health situation at Quetta, and to submif report thereon, with special references
to guestion as to when it would be possible and hygienically safe to start salvage
vperations.

Mr. B. M. Staig, 1.C.S.,, Financial Adviser, Military Finance bas bheen
appointed Earthquake (‘oiamissioner.

Orders have been issued to all Post Offices in India and Burma directing
them to deliver, without taxing, all unregistered articles posted at Quetta,
Mastung and Kalat (all places in Baluchistan which have suffered from the
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earthquake) if such articles are either upstampgd or under:atamped. “The .
orders apply to inland us weil as to foreign articles, whether intended 10 be

conveyed by air or by surface route. British Post Office has been requested not

to tax letters sent from these offices whether they are-conveyed by sea or by air..
Booking of ordinary telegrams at Quetta was re-opened on 8th Juue,

1%th Jume 1935,

(Yeneral situation is satisfactory. With transfer of wounded lo hospitals
in India medical situation in Quetta is reaching normality. Stringent precau-
tions against outhreak of epidemic discases are however still essential, and
anthorities are lackling encrgetically the problems of sanitation, which are
present both in Quetta itself and the surrounding districts. Admiuistration of
villages around Quetta has improved rapidly from day to day. Villages have
been divided into five areas, each under an Extra Assistant Commissioner
responsible for ev-ordinating all medical and food supplies.

In interests of public health City remains closed under guard of Military
and Police and no indieation ean be given at present as to when it will be possi-
ble to recommence salvage operations. As already announced, Public Health
Commissioner with Government of India haq gone to ngttu to consult local
authorities on this question and results of his enquiry will be published. In
the meantime Govermment of India wish to assure those whose property is
buried in ihe ruins that the vigilance of the authorities fcr protection of private
property will nov be relaxed. :

Clothing and necessaries for European and Indian refugees ars being pro-
vided from the Relief Fund and supplies of clothing have been collected and
sent from Rimla ‘and elsewhere. .

Bomber Transport aircraft evacuated 21 people from Q_uetta to Karachi
yesterday. Vieeregal nireraft took medical stores and clothing from Lahore
to Quetta.

Sir Norman Cater, Agent {c the Governor-General in Balnchistan, has
arrived in Simla to confer with the Government of India on the situation,

14th Jume 1935.
.Situation satisfactory. Nothing further to report at present.

17th June 1935,
(Based on official :ﬁéssages up to midnight 16th June.)

All British wives with children have been evacuated from Quetta except
those unable to travel, All Indian injured also evacuated except six serious
cages in Cantonment Hospital. Wire fence round City completed on 13th,
Loud speakers producing Indian music much appreciated by inhabitants of
Refngee Camp. Cinema for troops opened yesterday.

PFollowing are figures as at present known of casulaties in villages Quetta
sub-division and Kalat State. In both cases area has been divided into circles
for medieal relief. '

Quetta sub-division Sariab circle killed 1,206 injured 641 ; Baleli killed
108 injured 23 ; Kuchlagh killed 8 injured 9 ; Nauhissar killed 77 injured 928 ;
Durrani killed 101 injured 114 ; Kansi killed 1,010 injured 370, Survivors
including injured in whole area 14,163. '

Kalat State Mastung *cirele killed 1,736 injured 716, Tiri killed 710
injured 275 ; Pringabagl killed 369 injured 234 ; Mangochar killed 185 injured
282 ; Kalat town killed 120 injured 50. Others killed 11. Number of

enrvivors not yet known. Above figures represent ascertained casualties and
are probably underestimated. P ‘ e

About 10,000 refugees have now returned to Punjab including 700 cases
of minor injuries and 300 serious cases. Latter have heen accommodated in
hospitals mainly in Lahore. Very heavy burden of relief work has therefore
fallen on Punjab Government who have received invaluable assistance from

N
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Red Cross and St. John’s Ambnilance. Private organisations have arranged
for feeding and accommodation of refugees and have provided volunteer nurses
and attendants. '

. Dera Ghazi Khan will suffer very heavily as result of disaster as between
6,000 and 7,000 Derawals lost their lives in Quetta. Relief on a large scale
will be required- there,

Contribution of Rs. 1 lakh made by Government of Punjab to Relief Fund
has been distributed to local officials in the Province for expenditure on
immediate relief.

Sir Norman Cater, A. . (., Baluchistan has returned to Quetta from Simla.

Headquarters, Western Command will be established at Karachi on 18t
June. Headquarters, Baluchistan District will remain at Quetta. :

As administration and relief work is proceeding smoothly no further
reports will be issued unless special events ocenr,

General summary of the situation telegraphed to the Secretary of State by the
Government of Indizg on 21st June 1935. '

No. 13 Thirty thousand people perished in Earthquake which occurred at 3 am.
on 31st May. About twenty thousand lie buried in ruins of their homes in city
itself and remainder were killed by havoe wrought in the surrounding distriets.
City, Civil area and Railway area were totally destroyed, while in Cantonment
area Royal Air Force Barracks collapsed and all remaining buildings were
either destroyed or rendered unhabitable.

- Zone of earthqnake was about one hundred and thirty miles long and
fifteen to twenty miles broad, and within that area, in addition to Quetta
itself, towns such as Mastung and Kalat, and many villages, suffered com-
plete or partial destruction within fortyfive seconds of first shoek. .

To faet that Quetta is military garrison and that troops esecaped with
comparatively few casualties, hundreds of survivors owe their lives. Withont
resources at disposal of military authorities, which were mobilized with a
rapidity and thoroughness which is the admiration of all, there is no doubt that
starvation would have faced refugees and hundreds would have smcenmbed to
their injuries. Practically entire police force in Quetta was wiped ont and
heavy casualties among civil officials and subordinates made it imperative
Hdor General Officer Commanding-in-Chief, Western Command, Quetts, to
assume complete control of sitnation. Within twenty minutes of  disaster
General Xarlslake, in collaboration with Sir Norman Cater, Agent to the
Governor-General in Baluchistan, had decided upon his plan and had given
orders to his officers, and within fortyfive minutes British and Indian
soldiers were engaged, while it was still dark, in rescue work and in excavating
the dead from the debris in Civil Lines and in City. To aid to difficulties and
dangers of situation, fires broke out in various parts of city, but were soon
brought under control.

The telegraph lines were broken, but communication with Government of
India at Simla was established by military wireless, and within few hours
doctors and nurses, medical stores and supplies, were on their way to Quetta
by special traing and aireraft from various stations in Punjab and Sind.
Fortunately railway was not badly damaged, and work of resene and sub-
sequent evacuation was greatly facilitated. n

General Karlslake’s headquarters were established on-lawn of Club,
and dressing stations were functioning long before break of dawn. Shortly
aftor davbreak, Royal Signals had established telephone lines to hospitals,
Supply Depot, and other important centres, and arrangements had been made
for reception of casualties and for feeding of refugees. .All military units
engaged in operations were linked up by wireless telegraphy, thus ensuring
co-ordination of effort and instant compliance with orders.

By 8 a.M,, whole devastated area had been divided systematically into areas
for relief work, and injured were taken from dressing stations to hospitals.
Within first twentyfour hours nearly five thousand injured were treated hy
Indian Military and Cantonment hospitals.

LSYDPL
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" "Refugee camps were established on Quetta Race Course, where about ten
thousand survivors were shepherded by troops and were fed and accom-
modated in tents supplied by Army authorities. ‘

Meanwhile working parties were engaged at points outside city disposing
of thousands of dead by burial or by burning ; and eye-witnesses of horror of
gcene bear testimony to reverence and care with which task was undertaken.

. As if to drive both rescued and rescuers to breaking point, earthquake
shocks continued at intervals throughout the day. But of panic there was no.
BLED. '

. Work of rescue and burial of dead in Quetta continued unceasingly until
Tate in afterncon of second June, when military aunthorities, having satisfied
themselves that there was no hope of rescuing any more people alive, closed
¢ity on imperative recommendation of medical authorities. At that time risk
of outbreak of epidemic disease was very grave indeed and fact that Quetta
has escaped such a calamity is a tribute to their wisdom and foresight.

Preliminary survey of sitnation in surrounding villages was undertaken
by officers of Staff College at Quetta on 31st May and 1st June, and by 2nd
June medical aid and supplies of food had reached survivors there,

Special police were sent to Quetta by Punjab and North-West Frontier
Governments tfo assist military authorities, pending reorganization of
Baluchistan Police Force.

On 2nd June, as the result of remarkable staff work on part of railway
anthorities, it was possible to commence systematic evacnation of refugees,
and six special traing left Quetta for stations in Punjab and Sind. Punjab
and Sind aunhorities, in consultation with railway authorities and with hea
co-operation of volunteer organizations, did all that was possible to help
refugees. At every station where trains stopped, willing helpers eame forward
with supplies of food, drink and ice. Meanwhile supplies of essential foods
were being rushed to Quetta, where authorities, up to time that the evacuation
.commenced in earnest, were feeding approximately thirtysix thousand British
end Indian people, Antitefanic sermm, cholera. vaccine, bandages, splints,
iodine and every deseription of medical comforts were also despatched by
train and by air, a work in which the Vieeregal aireraft and the Royal Air
Force played a most valuable part. By 3rd June, three thousand five hundred
persons had been evacnated from Quetta and surrounding districts.

‘Though city had already been closed, the troops, with help of labour
corps of six handred, formed locally, continued work of excavation and certain
amount of salvage, .But work became increasingly diffieult, and most
elaborate precautions had to be taken to safegnard working parties from
contact with disease. By 4th June conditions became go appalling that

salvage operations bad to be suspended, and military ecordon was placed round
eity to prevent any one from entering,

About five thousand people had by this time been evacuated. Camps for
refugees and wounded had been established in Punjab and Sind -and treatment
of injured in Quetta and surrounding district had been greatly facilitated by
prompt reinforcement of medical personnel, In all, fourteen medical officers,
sixteen nursing sisters, twelve members of the Indian Medical Department,
one bhundred and  mninety nursing orderlies were despatched, Further, two
San}tary Sections were hurriedly mobilized and sent to Quetta, and three
sections of a TField Ambulance were rushed from Waziristan to Mastung.
In addition to fpll use being made of reserve medical stores in Quetta Depot,
81x tons of medical supplies were despatched from other centres in India.
By 6th June arrangements had been made for evacuation from Quetta of
between seven and elght hundred members of British families for whom
authorities in Karachi had established g rest camp pending their embarkation
for United Kingdom. Arrangements had also been made to establish am
organization at clearing station of Rohri to give every possible assistance fo -
Indian refugees on their way from Quetts. Every District Officer was
-Instructed to provide food and accommodation for refugees arriving within
his area and was anthorised to disburse money to meet their immediate ex-
penses. By 10th June twenty thousand survivors had been evacunted by
special trains, and one hundred and forty delicate women and children were
evacnated by air to avoid risks of terrific heat in Sind desert. Ambulance
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trains specially mobilized for purpose had also evacuated between six and seven
hundred patients from hospitals in Quetta. Arrangements proceeded so
smoothly and according to plan that by 12th June situation in Quetta was
congiderably relieved. Rapid improvement had also been effected in adminis-
tration of villages around Quetta, which had been divided into five areas,
each under an Extra Assistant Commissioner, responsible for co-ordinating
all medical and food supplies. '

Voluntary helpers worked feverishly at Simla and at other centres to
supply clothing for refugees, and they were provided, from Viceroy’s Relief
Fund, with other necessities and comforts. Authorities in Punjab and Sind
are now shouldering very heavy burden in relation to relief work, a burden
which is being shared cheerfully and generously. by many organizations such
as Red Cross and St. John Ambulance and by numerous individuals who have
come forward as volunteer nurses and attendants. In Punjab, about ten
thousund refugees are being cared for, and a thousand wounded are accom-
* modated mainly in hospitals in Lahore. In Karachi and other towns in Sind
many hundreds of other refugees are accommodated. Over four hundred
wounded are also accommodated in Civil and Dufferin Hospitals in Karachi,
and another two hundred injured are in other distriets.

With exception of few hospital cases, all British wives and children, and
all Indian injured have left Quetta. About two thousand permanent Indian
residents remain, for whom authorities have created new Rest Camp at a safe
distance from the city, where they are being fed free of cost.

Government of India, local Governments, and all branches of administra-
tion have left no stone unturned to alleviate terrible suffering and distress
caused by earthquake. Military, Royal Air Force, and Civil officials, not
only in devastated area itself but in other parts of India, have nsed all their
energy to that end. There is much to be done, however, which is beyond
Government agency to accomplish without whole-hearted and generous
finaneial hacking of public. At least twenty thousand people will be face to face
with destitution during coming months as result of this ealamity if their needs
cannot be met from relief fund inangurated by His Excellency the Viceroy.
Their, Majesties the King and Queen, and Members of Royal Family, have
given lead to which people of India have responded nobly, and fund at present
moment amounts to over nineteen lakhs. But without generous gifts of people
of the United Kingdom, amount necessary to enable survivors to have fresh
start in life cannot be realised. Apart from vast current expenditure for
immediate relief, generous provision will have to be made for hundreds of
orphans and for those thrown out of employment. Help must also be given to
thousands of poor people to enable them to re-establish their homes, and to
those upon whom this great disaster has inflicted physical disabilities which
~will make it impossible for them to work again.

10
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QUETTA EARTHQUAKE.

Press Communiqués,

“ The Queen and I are greatly shocked to hear of the tragic disaster inTelegram dated
Quetta involving the loss of many valnable lives amongst the Enropean and ?m lg;j:; 1936,
Indian population. Our hearts go out in sympathy to the bereaved, the injured n}:ﬁ sty the
and those whose homes and property have been destroyed.” Please keep megj, . Fyveror,
informed of any further news. George R. 1.”, : : to His

Excellency the
Viceroy,

s« Please send to the Agent to the Governor-General in Baluchistan a mes- Telegram dated -
sage expressing {he profound regret with which 1 have received the news of the 31st May 1935,
terrible earthquake and my heartfelt sympathy with all the sufferers especinily from His

3 1
the relalives of those whose deaths are reported.” gﬁﬁ’;ﬁﬁ of

8tate for India,
to His
Excellency the
 Viceroy,
¢ It is with the most profound regret that T now learn of the severity of the Telegram dated
earthquake and resultant appalling loss of life and damage to property. Inlst June 1835,
extending my deepest sympathy to you and through you to the injured and g;’:guﬁ:z the
relatives of those who have been killed I wish to assure you that I and my Gov- e fo the
ernment will do all in our power to assist you in any way we can.’’ Hon'ble the

Ageut to the
Governor-¢eneral

istan.
2nd June 1935. in Baluchis

“ No words of mine are necessary to impress npon the Princes and .peuple B, B, the
of India the severity of the appalling disaster which has befallen our fellow- Viceroy's
countrymen in Quetia and the surrounding Districts. The reports, which have Appesl
already appeared in the newspapers based on such official information as is at
present available, will show that the calamitous Earthquake experienced in the
early hours of last ¥riday morning has resulted in a loss of tens of thousands
of lives—both Indian and European. The damage to property cannot be esti-
mated but we know thal Quetta city and the Civil and Railway areas have been
raised to the ground. Many surrounding villages are in a similar devastated
condition, whilst information has heen received to the effect that the towng of
Mastung and Kalat have been practically wiped out.

At such a time 1 cannot but feel that all classes of people in this conuntry
will wish to give practical proof of their sympathy for the sufferers, Indian and
European alike, and L have therefore decided to open a Quetta Earlhquala
Relief Fund for which I now appeal for donations. In making this appeal, I
shall never forgel the splendidly generous response that India made at the time
of the terrible earthquake in Bihar. I realise full well the magnificent way in
which India has recently contributed to Their Majesties’ Silver Juhilee Tund.
But this sudden and overwelming catastrophe impels me to appeal onee again
to the generous sympathy of the Indian public, and I am confident that T shall
not appeal in vain. Her Excellency and I are starting the Fund with a dona-
tion of Rs, 5,000,

Please send your donation which will be acknowledged individually divect

to the Private Secrelary to the Viceroy, Quetta Earthquake Relief IFund,
Viceregal Lodge, Simla ”’,

3rd June 1935.

Owing to the continued prevalence of earth tremors, the necessity of harbonr probinition of
ing supplies and the heavy demands made on the railway transport for the entry into
carriage of necessities and the evacnation of personnel, the admission of private Quetta area
individnals into the Quetta area must unfortunately be prohibited. Until further of private
notice, therefore, no private individual will be allowed beyond Rohri unless in
possession of a pagr, The issue of passes will be restricted to those on omficial
duty, and will be obtainable from the Adjutant-General in India, Army Head-
quariers, Simla. o

LI5DPY
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No. 19 4th June 19335.
thib'ition'of The Government of India desire to draw the attention of the publie to the
g‘%ﬂxm official announcemnent already issued pointing out that the entry of private
{1t

v ae individuals into the Quetta Area is prohibited, and that no private individval
fnfdf;d':m ~vill be allowed to procced beyond Rohri, unless in possession of a pass obtained
' from the Adjutant-General in India, Army Headquarters, Simla.

Reasons for The natural anxiety of many persons to proceed to Quetta in order to make
prohibition. enquiries about theix velations or to render assistance is fully appreciated ; but
the public are asked to accept the fact that the restriction of movements to
Quetta is absolutely essential for the present. The dangers in the earthquake
area, cither by failure of the water supply, interruption of communications, or
the outbreak of serious epidemics, are by no means at an end ; and until the
situation becomes much more settled, it is obviously in the interests both of the
authorities and of tne pnblic that the number of persons to be dealt with in the
How assistance urea should be kepi as low as possible, instead of being increased. Meanwhile,
csn be given.  those who wish to render assistance will probably find the best opportunity of
doing so by getting inio fouch with the Local Governments of the areas lo which

refugees are being cvacuated and helping in the formation and organisation of
relief depots for their reception.

No. 20. 5th June 1935,

Contradiction In view of certain wild and misleading rumours that are being cireulated

of rumours. regarding what is happening in Quetia the Governor General in Couneil con-
siders it desirable to make certain points clear beyond all possibility of mis-
understanding.

““ Sealing ** of

It was stated in an official message received a day or two ago that Quetta
city. City had been * sealed ’’. This has been misinterpreted as meaning that all

relief operations and rescue work had ceased 48 hours affer the disaster, and
that no attempt was being made to rescue possible survivors in the debris. This
interpretation is ontirely untrue. Reseue-operations were continuously carried
on by the troops. But while they were in progress it became essential {0 prohi-
bit all unauthorised persons from entering the city., This precaution was neces-
sary partly because of the fear of looting, but mainly on medical advice
Risk of in view of the grave danger of an outbreak of epidemic disease. The risk of
Jinfection. infection is made clear by the fact that the soldiers engaged on rescue work

have to be supplied with gas masks. The destruetion of buildings has heen
80 extensive and so much more complete than in the towns of Bihar that there
‘Little hope of  is now little hope that there can be any more survivors under the debris, but
more survivors. working parties will continue to spare no efforts in their search.

The earlier relief work was earried on by the regular troops to disecover

possible survivors, But the operations have now reached a further stage and

Intensive salvage more intensive salvage work directed both to rescne work and to salvage of
and rescue WOrk. property is now being earried out by organised salvage corps, which wiil be
supplemented, as soon as possible, by corps organised in other areas and des-

Temporary patebed to Quetta. This stage of organised salvage commenced yesterday, the
guspension of 4th of June, but had to be suspended later in the day in the interests of all -
salvage owing to the appalling stench and grave risk of infection ; all troops have conse-
operations. quently been for the present withdrawn from the city with the exception of a

cordon surrounding it. It is impossible to say when such salvage operations
can be recommenced.
False statements

] 2. The second rinmour which the Government of India consider it desirable
fggﬂltfdlpz ., lo coutradiet in the most emphatic manner is that it is under contemplation
m‘a".‘f‘&?ﬂ either to blow up by explosives or to set fire to the debris of the city, Kven if
the City. any such operation were nol entirely out of guestion for reasons of humanity,

it would be entirely inpracticable as there is no explosive that could possibly
dispose of the vast accumniation of debris over an area of several thansand
acres, and the great mass of masonry can obviously not be destroyed by fire.
In Bihar, the use of explosives was necessary to destroy the tottering, bat still
standing, buildings, with a view to prevent further damage to lives or property. -
But in Quetta, the destruction of buildings has been far more complete, and
practically none of ithem are now standing, -
Prohibition of

. 3. An official snnouncement has already issued pointing that the entry of
m“:!&am:;’u_ private individuals into the Quetta area is prohibit}:d, exeegpt to perﬁ:mu;Y in
detailed reagons FOSSCsiON of a pass obtained from the Adjutant General in Tndia,  This deci-
for. ‘sion has been approved by the Governor General in Council in view of the con-

siderations stated below, though he fully recognises the natural anxiety of many

Continuons
Bescue work.
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persons to proceed to Quetta to make enquiries about their relations and also
appreciates the many offers made by associations or individuals to render
assistance. The resiriction of movements to Quetta is absolutely essential
owing to :— )

{a) the grave risk of failure of the water supply ;

(b) the risk of interruption of communications, particularly of the
tunnels on the railway line being blocked by fresh earthquake
shueks 3

(¢} the danger of the outbreak of serious epidemics, such as cholera,
which is in the opinion of the medical officers a very grave one ;

(d) the scarcity of food supplies and the total ahsence of accommodation.
The enlire surviving population, both eivil and military, is now
living in tents, the local supply of which is for the moment
exhausted ;

(e) the necessity of using all possible forms of transport, whether by air
or rail, for the carriage into the affected area of medical and other
necessities, and for the evacnation of the survivors ; and

(f) the danger, which is by no means remote, of further shocks, causing
further loss of human life,

Until the situation becomes muech more settled, it is obviously in the publid
interests that the nnmber of persons to be dealt with in the area should be kept
as low as possible, instead of being increased.

4. The difficulties of publishing licts of Indian casualties are enormous and Indian
it will take time to surmount them. Identification is often _impossible as jn casualties—
most cases entire families and households have perished. Names of Indian aﬁ‘{ﬂﬁ;’ ‘ilsts.
casualties among suhordinate personnel of Railway and other Departments are, ” &
however, being published by the local authorities as they become available. In
regard to the non-oflicial population even though complete lists of those dead Bﬁ"”.:l" "fi ets
cannot for the reasons given above be compiled, efforts are being made to compile ?;mﬁur:im
lists of survivors. Bat this can at the moment only be done as and when the '
survivors are evacuuled, In this task, the Government authorities in Sind and
the Punjab are assisling.

5. The Governor General in Council earnestly hopes that the Press will Appesl for
co-operate in sllaying panie by refraining from giving currency to nnauthenti. co-operation of
eated rumours. All possible steps are being taken to supply to the Press theT™®®
fullest information as it becomes available, .

sth June 1935.

Railway traffic for private individuals has now been opened as far as Restriction of
Jagobabad. ' travel beyond

: Jacobabad
Until further notice no private individual will be allowed beyond Jacobabad

unless in possession of a pass, 'I'he issue of passes will he restrieted to those on

official duty, and will be ohtainable from the Adjutant General in India, Army

Headquarters, Simnla.

7th June 1935,

In-exercise of the powers conferred by section 2 of the Epidemic Idiseases Power to
Act, 1897 (ITT of 1897) the Governor General in Council, being satisfied that Yesirict zailwsy
Quetta and its neiphhonrhood are threatened with an outbreak of epidemic T2V 10
disease, is pleased to direet that all railway administrations in India shall place %:fé?ﬁfsﬁm
guch restrictions on the issue of tickets to any railway station in Baluchistan as
are for the time being considered necessary by the military or civil authority
for the time being in charge of the administration of Baluchistan.

i

7th June 1935,

The restrietion on railway movements of private individuvals into Balu-Mo
¢histan will be further reduced on June 8th. From that date the only vestrie- of dtﬁiﬁlu o
tion will he to Quetta, where no private individual will be admitted unless jp Yestrictions,
possession of a pass. The issue of passes to Quetta is still restricted to those on
official duty, Passengers for Chaman must move wia Harnai. Passengers for
stations between Ribi and Quetta will book to Sibi, where their cases will be
enqmred into. If genuine, they will be allowed to re-book to their destinaiion.

-
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7th June 1935,
No. 24,

Money orders. The Government of India have decided that with immediate effect no
No commission money order conunission shall be charged on remittances by money orders pay-
on remittalices  ghlo {o the Private Secretary to His Hxcellency the Viceroy for the Viceroy’s

to Ralief Fund. o149 Barihquake Relief Fund presented at ‘any British Indian_post office
' autlorised to issue money orders. All such money orders should bear the words:
¢ The Viceroy’s Quetta Earthquake Relief Fund ** written prominently across
the particulars filled in by the remitfer.
No. 25 7th June 1935,
Ample medical The Commissioner in Sind reports that relief parties, doctors and nurses
and other are still arriving at Robri. The Government of India wish it to he known that
'ﬁim” " ample medical and other assistance is already available—it will not be possible
“Qum ® to allow further parties to proceed.
No. 26 14th June 19385.
Measures for In view of the natural anxiety which is being felt by property ownpers in
protection and  Quetia City as to the safety of property which lies buried under the ruins and
;‘mf‘m" . to allay the approhensions that the measures taken to safeguard private pro-
) pmpafrg perty are inadequate, the Government of India wish to make clear the steps

already taken to sccure this object and to indicate, so far as is possible at
present, the steps that wili be taken to secure the ultimate resforation of pro-
perty to its rightful owners. Though it is not possible to remove the general
ban on entry into (Juetra the evacuation of the majority of the survivers has

Vigit eased the situation and the Government of India are now prepared to allow a

Q:lfm”ot limited number of property owners to visit Quetta to see for themselves the

property conditions prevailing there and the arrangements made for protection of pro-

owners, perly.

liretz:nﬁm of 2. As soon as the earthquake occurred elaborate precautions were taken to
oting.

prevent looting and the entry of unauthorised persons into the city. 'The troops
formed a cordon vound the eity to make it impossible for any person to enter

-,

unnoticed while cavalry patrolled the outskirts..

Halvage 3. As long as salvage was pessible the operations were eonducted hy the
already troops. Representalive of each shop salvaged was given a pass to enter the

undertaken. city and was accomnpanied by a working party under an officer with transport to

‘ remove the goods. - In eases in which property was recovered when the owner .
was not present the property has been kept in safe custody by the authorities at
Quetta. .

Precantions 4. In view of the decision taken on the imperative recommendation of the

to guard o mediecal anthorities to close the citv, elaborate precantions have been taken to

:’f&‘?em preveut any unauthorised person entering it. A double spron barbed wire fence

is being put up round the city and is nearly corapleted. This fence is guarded

. and patrolled by day and night by piquets of about 200 infantry and 200 civilian

Larbed wire 1. Police and will he well lighted by electric light at night. In the case of banks
P a speeial guard has Leen provided for their protection, Arrangements have

also been rwade to deal with outbreaks of fire. No one is allowed to enter the

city except medical efficers and patrols under the command of officers and go far,

no atterupt has been made by any unauthorised person to enter the city. These

arrangements will he maintained till the Government of India are satisfied on

the best wedical advice available that entry into the eity and excavations of the

Visit of ruins can be resumed without risk of epidemic disease, They have deputed

Poblic Health  their Public Health Commissioner to examine the position in consultation with
Commissioner.  the local medical officers and will be guided by his advice. They also intend to
ask the Public Health Commissioner to revisit the area at regular intervals
with a view to ascertain the earliest possible date at which salvage opcrations

ean be reopened. )
Visit :bf 5. As stated above, the Government of Tndia are prepared to allow small
bl parties of property owners to proceed to Quetta at their own risk to see the
conditions. measnures that have been taken. They desire that these parties should be such

as to command the confidence of all surviving property owners in Qnotta and
consider that this object can best be secured by granting permission to proceed
to Quetta to parties of not more than three property owners from those towns
and areas in the Punjab, Sind, N.-W. F. P. and elsewhere to which the property
owners originally belong. Thus in the Punjab a deputation of three property
owners residing in each of the town of Lahore, Amritsar, Gujranwala, Multan
and Dera Ghazi Khan will be permitted. Further notice will be issued ag to

-
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other towns and areas from which simildr deputations will be allowed. All Apcflicatiqns
applications from property owners desirous of taking advantage of this perniis-‘e? permits,
gion should be intimated within one month of the publication of th_ls.commumqge

to the Deputy Conamissioner of the district in which they are residing, who will

forward them to the Earthquake Commissioner, Simla. That Officer will issne

permits (v the three owners selected to form each deputation.

. 6. Property owners taking advantage of this permission will not be allowed Facilities for
to enter the cily, still less to attempt excavations therein, but will be shown all P;‘_’I:’e‘;:‘y
the arrangements made for safeguarding the city by the local anthorities, who :
will make arrangements for their accommodation and food for a short stay of
not more than 48 hours. But it must be understood that the accommodation
that enn be provided will necessarily be of the simplest possible character and
that conditions in Quetia still involve some risk and discomfort. If any pro-
perty owner wishes to stay at Quetta for a longer period, he may be allowed to
do so but must make Lis own arrangement for accommodation and food.

7. It is not poseible for the Government of India to state definitely at Salvage--
preseut what arrangements will be made for the salvage of buried property Labour Corps
when the operations are reopened, but it is probable that all salvage operations be used.
will be carried out by organised and disciplined labour battalions recruited by
Government. For 1lis purpose in addition to the Labour Corps of appioxi-
mately 600 already recruited loeally, a Labour Corps of about 1,000 from
Jullindor will be available for employment on salvage operations in the city
when these ¢an be salelv resumed. .

8. Due notice will be given, as far as practicable in all distriets to property Notice of
owners of the dates on which salvage will begin in a particular quarter or street sivage
of the city, and-the oppertunity will thus be afforded to them to be present while %ﬂ“’;""m to
the operations are being carried out. In all cases the operations will he earried ver.
out in the presence of 2 responsible civil officer of Government and if the pro-
perty owner is not present, the property excavated will be deposited with 1he pmfmt
_géviltfgtgmrities, all possible steps being tuken to see that it is satisfactorily
identified, ‘

9. To facilitate this very difficult work of identification and restoration of Registration
property the Karihquake Commissioner is making arrangements for the regis. of claims to
tration of claims before Deputy Commissioners, Collectors or Political officers, PrOPery:
I'arthef instruetions will shortly be issued on this point and will he widely
published in all distvicts in which property owners are residing. Turther
information will also he given regarding the organisation to be set up to dJeal
with claims to property. »

14th June 1935,

No, 27, The following statement is issued by the Government of India : A news- Charges against
paper of the 12th June (Mindustan Times) contains a statement® alleged to British troops—
have been made at Dellii by *‘ Mr, T, Brookes, an Indian Christian, Superin- Case of Mr.
tendent of Military Grass Farm *’, making serious charges against British T- Brookes,
Tronps. IEnquiries {hat have been made show that no one of this name is
employed or has been employed during the last six years, either in the Military
Grass Tarms, the Military Dairies, or the Military Labour Corps. Further
enquiries are being made to trace the origin of this report.

*Mr. T. Brookes, an Indian Christian, Superintendent of the Military Grass Farm at
ngtta reached here tu-day. His wife and two children perished under the debris of
their house. Mr. Brookes told our representative the pathetic story of how his wife died
right under his eyes waving her hands for help while he lay helpless half buried under
debris, with only his face above it. He said, he could see his wife buried quite elose to
him, with only her arms out of the debris. He could not move and when day broke
European soldiers, with spades, reached there. They dug frantically, Mr. Dirookes
further said, not caring whether their blows were falling on the earth or people, dead or
alive. Several people’s limbs, he continued, were cut on account of the blows given by
the spades. This fact was corroborated by several other refugees in the camp., When the
soldiers came ‘near him le shouted out that he was alive and was spared. When he was
dug onut of the earth, he regoested the soldiers to dig out his still living wife, but, be
aﬂ:ged,ﬂ tiey turned their back on him and left him, and his wife died before she was taken
out.
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17th June 1935,

#¢ T am writing for myself and at the special request of my Members and
Ministers, recorded in Executive Council, to express the deep gratitude of the
Punjab Governnent for the magnificent work that has been done by the Army
in connection with the Quetta earthquake. As Your Excellency knows, the
Punjab bad many residents in Quetta, and there are few distriets in the Pro-
vince which have not been affected by this terrible calamity. Thousands of
refugees have returned to their homes in the Punjab, or are under treatment in
our hospitals, TLey are full of praise for the splendid work done by General
Karslake and the officers and men under his command. Their aceounts fully
confirm what one has read from other sources, and we have the greatest admira-
tion for the manner in which all gave their best. We would like partienlarly
to mention the devotion shown by the British and Indian women of Quetta, We
know that, in expressing our grateful thanks, we are voicing the feelings of the
people of the Punjab.”?

19th June 1935,

In order to strengthen an argument for allowing non-official invés;higators
to go to Quetta an article in the ‘* Bombay Chronicle ** of the 14ih June by * A
Military Correspondent > insinuates that the heavy loss of life might to some
extent be due to the blowing up of ammunition.

There is not one atom of truth in this insinuation.

The article forther suggests that some explosion may have taken place as &
result of the earthnuake itself, which the authorities are endeavouring to con-
ceal. The publie need have no fears on this account. The earthquake caused
no explosion and the ammunition at Quetta is absolutely secure.

22nd June 1935,

In their press communiqué of the 14th June regarding the grant of facj-
lities to parties of selected property owners to proceed to Quetta to enable them
to see the precautions being taken by Government for the protection of property
buried in Quetia City on the occasion of the earthquake, the Government of
India mentioned certain districts of the Punjab from which deputations would
be allowed. It has pow heen decided that the same facilities will be granted to
‘parties of property owners proceeding from the town of Shikarpur and the
following distriets in Sind 1 :

Karachi distviet, including Karachi City.

Hyderahad distriet, including Hyderabad.

Sukkur digtriet, including Sukkur but excluding Shikarpur Town,
Larkana distriet. -

Nawabshal distriet,

Dadu distriet.

Upper Sind Frontier distriet.

25th June 1935.
His Excellency the Viceroy has had under consideration certain matters

administration of. relating to his Relief Fund and has arrived at the following decisions :—

Co-operation of
non-officials.

2. As regards the general principles of relief, His Excellency will himgelf
administer the Fund and to advise him in this connection he has appointed a
Sub-Commitiee of his Iixecntive Council consisting of the Law, Finance and
Commerce Members. The detailed administration of the Fund, including the
distribution of relief, will be mainly conducted by the local officers of Govern-
ment—i.e., district officers and their subordinates. Local relief associations will
be organised in places where the number of refugees indicates that these are
necessary. Such uyesoeiations will contain a substantial non-official element and
the officials adminisiering the Fund locally are being directed to consult them
freely as to the merite of claims for relief. The co-operation of purely non-
official relief associations is also invited in bringing deserving cases to the
notice of the local authorities. Arrangements for the accounting and anditing
of the expend’ture of the FPund are being made by the Auditor General through
his provincial aceounts officers.

I;?::n.m“ relisf 3. The fund has already been devoted to the immediate reiief of all

refugees by the provision of clothes, medical comforts, railway facilities and
small cash grants to enable them to reach their homes, and local officers will
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continue to give this relief where necessary at their diseretion. 1f further freg f::see;ailwar
passes on the railways are needed, certain loeal officers are being e‘mpowerira1
fo authorise the railway authorities to grant them, the cost being Jebited to the

Relief Fund. ' Parther
The measures of further relief which will depend on the funds available mencuTes.
and also on the ultimate deeision regarding Quetla itself are being considered Provision £
by His Excellency and a further communiqué will be issued as soon as a decision I ;;\Lls{l)t}n or
is reached. But meanwhile there may be many cases of obvious hardship in Hordship.
which immediate veliet is needed, and it has been decided that this relict should
inclade—
(a) Temporary subsistence grants. These will be given in cases where
there is mo other means of support, for a period not exceeding 3
months in the first instance and are given with the object of afford-
ing persons thrown out of employment by the earthquake a breath-
ing space in which to endeavour to obtain it.

(b) Payment of school fees and subsistence grants to children rendered
destitute by the earthquake in cases approved by an anthority to
be desighated by the Local Government or Administration ; appli-

* catious for aid from the fund by University students in distress
owing to the earthquake will also be considered.

' (¢) Purchase of medical appliances and comforts.

25th June 1935,

In paragraph 4 of their Communiqué of the 14th June in regard to precau- Public Health
tions taken for the safety of health and property in Quetta City, the Govern. Commissioner’s
ment of India intimated that they had deputed their Public Healin Uommis-f;Pm— b of
sioner to examine the question of when entry into the city and excavation of In‘ﬁ’;’fm’;deﬁmg
the ruing could be resumed without risk of epidemie disease. They have now '
received Colonel Kussell’s report, and are considering it in consultation with
the local authovities at Quetta. When the views of the latter are received, the
Government of Tndia will arrive at decisions on the Public Health Commis-

sioner’s recommendations,
26th June 1935,

In their Press Communigués of the 14th and 22nd June 1935, the Govern- Visit to Quetta
ment of India mentioned certain districts of the Punjab and Sind from which of property-
deputations of selected property-owners would be allowed to proceed to Quetta JEP*0 = f““hlier
to enable them (o see the preeautions being taken by Government for the pro thi;“m’:;” Wwhich
teetion of property buried in Quetta City on the occasion of the earthquake. Il proceed.
has now been decided that the same facilities will be granted to parties of pro-
perty-owners proceeding from the Delhi Provinece and the Rohtak distriet of
the Punjab. These places will be treated as one area for the purposes of the
Communiqué,

28th June 1935,

‘“ On behalf of the Indian Posts and Telegraphs Department, I write to Letter, dated
express our appreciation of the valuable assistance we have receiverl from the Z4th Jure. from
Army authorilies in restoring postal and telegraphic communications with t,ﬁznﬁ,:g blo
Quetta. Mr. Bewoor, the Director-General, visited Quetta immediately after for Industries
the earthquake and he and his officers have expressed to me the gratitude they and Labour to
feel for the courtesy and patience shown by all ranks in the Army to all ranks H- E.the Crin.0,
In theiv Department. In pariicular, the Indian Signals Corps, nnder (lolonel°°Rveying
Vivyan, freely placed their resources at our disposal, and the assistance ::E;rfcimos of
gffgrded by the Indian Signals Corps transport, signallers, despatch riders and mﬂiza:;gce v
tatigue parties greatly facilitated the disposal of arrears of work and tho authorities.
restoration of normal traffic eonditions,

I must also acknowledge, with an even deeper feeling of atitude
great kindness shown by all ranks of the Ar‘myp to the il%ured o%cialsdof’ H}lg
Department and their families. . The blankets, rations and other necessities so
promptly, methodically and ungrudgingly distributed by the Army authorities
did much 1o relicve the sufferings of the survivors, and the kindly ‘and cheerful

manner of the-disiribution had a value of its own which I cannot adequately
describe, »

On behalf of the Department I wisk to convey to Your Excellenc
tbrough you to Major-General Karslake and Colonel Vivyan and all géi(fegg
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ff under them, sincere thanks for the assistance given and kindness
gﬁlgwfit.a Ti]e I)cparum’nent must always be thrown into ciuse coptaciz \yu.h the
Army iu times of great emergency, and I wish to emphasize that in this instance
the closencss of the liaison has been of the greatest value to the Depart-

ment,”’

No. 35, 28th June 1935.

Telegram from « Trrom all acconnts 1 have received of the disaster at Quetta. I have_been
His Majosty the Jaenly impressed hy the measure taken with such promptitude and efficiency
t?nﬂg'}:;pg:" Lo relieve distress and Lelp suflerers, Please convey to all concerned both men
Viceroy, dated aud women my heurtfelt thanks and admiration for their splendid efforts in

27th June 1935. meeting such an awlul tragedy.”

Telegram from ¢ T am deeply graicful to Your Majesty for your sympathetic and encourag-
g: E. th:o . ing message regarding the veiief of distress amongst those who have suifered
iceroy, to His

Majesty th in the disaster at_Quetta. T will personally convey to those who have taken
Kﬁ;fﬁ’mi,,, part in the work Your Majesty’s gracious recognition of the splendid way in
dated 28th June which all concerned have dealt with the organisation of relief,”

1935.

No. 36 : sth July 1935. . _
H. E. the ‘“ General Karslake, Officers, Non-Commissioned Officers and Men of the Quetta
Yicaro's Garrison— o
ss w the - - - - - -
Troops at I consider it a very real privilege to-day fo have this opportunity of pay-
J?:i;ttiag_sgth ing my iribute to you all in my position of Governor-General of India for the

diseipline, courage and devotion to duty you bave shown during the past few
weeks since that night when, with appalling suddenness, the ecity of Quetta and
the surrounding areas were overwlielmed by an earthquake shoek which cansed
a loss of life and destruection of property probably without parallel in the history
of our country. This is not the time or occasion for me to refer to splendid
efforts of both men and women to undertake any duty or service for the relicf
of the sufferers and refugees. My purpose to-day is to give a short message
to every officer and man who is on parade.

I wish to express, as head of the Government of India, my most deep and
grateful thanks to you, one and all, for your splendid service at this awful
erisis, Tt can truly be said that the Army in India, both British and Indian, has
once again proved itself worthy of its history and tradition. o

I ghould like to add this one word in conelusion. It is diffienlt to refer to
particular individuals when &ll have done so well. But this moruning I think I
may make special mention of one name, that of your Commanding Officer
General Karslake, and thank him on behalf of the Government of India for dis-
playing a spirit of leadership which gave confidence to all who worked under
him and for showing a power of initiative and organisation which diminished
the dangers of the very much graver consequences which might have resulted
from this {erribly sudden eatastrophe.’’

NU. 37' 5th July 1935. .
Remarks by H. E, ¢ Ilia lixcellency the Vieeroy has been so good as to ask me also to speak to
?heogf?-li:nd“- you to-ay.

- e . .
gnm on Bth 1t is my lart chance of seeing you before I leave India for good, and 1
July at a review welcome the opportunity he gives me.
of Troops by . oy . . .
H E the His Fixcellency has paid you a very great compliment—one of the greatest
Viceroy. 1 have cver heard paid to troops on parade.

I should like to add that I have never known praise better deserved, and 1
am proud personally to be the Commander-in-Chief of an Army, whose Com-
mander, whose‘ officers, whose men, and may I say whose ladies, have stood np
to and dealt with a sitvation of unexampled horror and difficult , 48 you have
all done, so devotedly and so successfully.”’

E. %Iot.hf& o ' 7th July 1935, _

Viceroy's ‘ Wing Commander Slessor, Officers and Airmen of No. 3, Indian Wing.—
ﬁ;l;}reu # No.3 I am very glad to have this opportunity to-day of paying my tribute to you
o %ﬂinxf all, in my position as Governor-General of India, for the way in which you faced
Forco ot your recent terrible experiences in Quetta. I deplore very deeply the heavy
Karachi—7n ~ Casualties suffered by No. 3 Indian Wing of the Royal Air Force, and I
July. Bympathise with you sincerely in the loss of your comrades, ’
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Notwithsfanding the nerve shattering experience in which your branch of
‘{ho service suffered more heavily than any other, the way in which you met
and overcame the effects of the catastrophe was magnificent. I have been told
of the rapidity with which you set to work to extricate your comrades from
{he ruins of your quarters, and subsequently to save property from the wreck-
age. '"Uhe specd with which you got your damaged aireraft into action agamn
was remarkable and proved of the greatest value. The Government of India
are truly grateful for the splendid service which the aireraft in Quetta gave In
Teporting the condilion of outlying districts immediately after the earthquake,

in flying emergent requirements to Quetta, and in evacuating casualties.

Those of you who are married have been parted from your families, because
unfortunately it is impossible to provide accommodation for them at present.
Ag one who during long years of public service has always realised how
important, how necessary it is to have his wife at his side, I assure you that
I and my Government are fully alive to the situation, and we will do what we
.can to relieve this hardship as soon as it is possible,

Let me express to you all in conclusion my admiration of the fine spirit
you have displayed thronghout the disaster, and warmly congratulate you on
maintaining to the full that spirit of courage and initiative which has always
been a tradition of your service.”” '

9th July 1935,

No. 39. In their Press Communiqués of 14th, 22nd and 26th June, the Government Visit to Quetta
of India mentioned certain districts from which deputations of selected property-of property- 3
owners would be allowed to proceed to Quetta to enable them to see the pre- g poiratist

cautions being taken by Government for the protection of property buried in they may

Quetta City at the time of the earthquake. It has now been decided that the proceed.. -

same facilities will be granted to parties of property-owners proeeeding from

(1) Rawalpindi Town, (2) Dera Ismail Khan, (3) Kohat and Peshawar Districts

combined, and (4) Hazara,

10th July 1935,

No. 40. 1. In a communiqué of the 25th June 1935, the Government of India inti- Government of

- mated that they bad received the report of their Public Health Commissioner India’s .
(which is being separately published®) regarding inter alia the question of the ;‘L‘}fﬁ‘;‘iﬁ:;;;‘
salvage operations st Quetta. In their recent vigit to Quetts Their Excellencies gommissioner’s
the Vieeroy and the Commander-in-Chief took the opportunity of discussing report.
the situation fully with the local authorities in the light of the Public Health
Commissioner’s recommendations, and it has further been considered in His
Excellency’s Couneil since his return to Simla.

.. 2. The Government of India find themselves in general agreement with

Colonel Russell’s conelusions regarding the extent to which it is possible to
undertake immediate salvage operaticns. From the oufset they have constantly

had ,in mind {he natural anxiety felt by property-owners regarding the inevit-

able deterioraiion of property, should salvage be long delayed. Further, in

so far as the early inception of salvage operations may mitigate the hardships

of the ecarthquake by enabling at least some sufferers again to maintain them-

selves, it ig their earnest desire to secure this object with the least possible

delay, consistent with the requirements of public health. They have therefore Preliminary
decided to authorise the Agent fo the Governor-General, Baluchistan, to take falvage
the steps necessary to give effect to Colonel Russell’s recommendations, In °PeT&tions.
addition to the lines of action suggested by the latter officer they hope that it

may prove practicable to carry out salvage in a certain number of shops and

houses throughout the city where the damage to the structure is small, where

access is fairly easy and where there is reasonable certainty that few 'if any

bedies are interred. Preliminary work in street clearing }}Jvas alread,y begtir;

with the labour locally available ; certain motor tramsport has already been
~secured and arrangements for the housing of the additional labour required are

being urgently made, )

3. The completion of the preliminary operations ountlined above will pave Plauns for
the way for the ineepfion of a systematic scheme of salvage over the whole of 5Ystematic
the enclosed area. The details of such a scheme have been already roughly salvage.
worked out. It is perhaps unnecessary to observe that it must take many

ﬁg&{&bﬁb complete. The mass of debris to be handled in itself renders this

*8ee page 39 (No. 08).
L150DPL % puge (No. 66)
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Reveren . . In connection with salvage operations, anxiety has been felt in some

the dw;aur:ir quar%er{znregarding the observan%e of due reverence in the treatment of the dead

protection of 55,4 the protection of holy books. No community need entertain any apprehen-

sacred books, oo on this point.  All possible precautions will be taken to ensure that their
feelings in this matter are fully respected and that work proceeds with the most
careful regard for considerations of religion and piety.

Protection of 5. As soon as progress with the preliminary work of sireet clearance, ete,
property. indicates that it will soon be possible to make a start with the restoration of
property to its owners, a further communiqué will be issued indicating the con-
ditions and arrapgements under which property-owners will be enabled to
proceed to Qneita. Meanwhile the precautions taken by Government for the

protection of property outlined in their communiqué of 14th June are being
rigorously maintained.

11th July 1935.
No. 41,

Letter to H. E, * I beg leave to write this lefter to Your Excellency in order to express
the Viceroy, my deep gratitude to you and to Her Excellency for taking so much trouble to
from H. H. the vigit my State in order to acquaint yourselves with the terrible effects of the
gh“n of Ii;i’t earthquake and with the efforts that have been made to try to meet the situation.
eagnh”qmw in. Your Excelleney’s visit to Mastung has done so very much to give consolation
Kalat, -to me and those of my Sardars and my people who have suffered, and +to

. encourage us to meet the task before ns—a task we can face the more cheerfully

in the knowledge of your personal interest and sympathy.

It was the will of God that this disaster should befall us, but it was onr
great good fortune to have in Quetta Sir Norman Cater as Your Excellency’s
Agent and General Karslake in command of the Military Forces. Immediately
Rescus and -they heard that Kalat State had suffered in the same way as Quetta they sent
reliof work. out relief parties, engineers to clear the roads, doctors and nurses to comfort
and aid the iujured, food for the indigent, tents and comforts to temper the
severity of our misfortune. I cannot adequately express my gratitude to them
and their officers for all that they did for us in the midst of their preoccupations
with the disaster in Quetta.

Treatment of, I have seen with my own eyes the wonderful work which was done in

injured and Quetta both by the Army and by the Civil Authorities. Everything possible

other Burvivors. was done in the devastated city to succour the injured and to save those who
were buried alive under the debris ; the survivors who had lost everything were
given food, clothing, money and shelter, and those who had come from other
parts of 1ndia were enabled by the generosity of the Railway Authorities to
travel iTee to {heir homes ; the arrangements made for the injured both while
they were in hospital in Quetta, and afterwards when they were in ambulance
trains on their way to Sind and the Punjab were magnificent ; and I ean assure
Your Excellency both from my own knowledge and from what I have learnt
from my subjects who were in Quetia at the time of the earthquake that
.everyone concerned with the relief of Quetta performed superhuman tasks.

Protection of Finally T would ask permission to voice my convietion, as an owmer of
a:wt:;'w in property myself and as the Ruler of many others who owned houses in Quetta,-
L)

that the arrangements made for the protection of the property which remains
buried in Quetta City are beyond all praise ; I am convinced that it was, and
is, necessary to restrict entry to the area in the vicinity of the city, to prevent
inevitable looting by an undisciplined rabble, and it would be a matter of con-
solation to all property-owners to know that their moveable property is safe
until such time as Your Excellency and your Government may decide, in con-

sultation with your Medical and Publie Health advisers, that salvage can safely
be undertaken. .

Tribute to civil I would end this letter by assuring Your Excellency again of my heartfelt

snd militasy  gratitude to all Civil and Military personnel who have done such maemi
itar ificent
suthoritiea work, not only for me and my subjects, but for all those who suﬁ’ere(ﬁn this

terrible calamity. In all earnestness I say that it i i
No. 42 more to have heen done.” y thab 1t was bumanlry Jmposmblg for:

:;M on the :

ter-Care of

Quetta Casualtien 15th July 1935.

A -
olonel W. Boss *“ It was a wise decision to distribut 1 ' injuri ,

Btewart, . > de list) e early, the most severe injuries to the

y_g_s,g‘g_’ best equipped Surgical Centre within reach of Quetta. e .
IMB, Bargesn

to H, . the
Viceroy.
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1 id of afribute to
i to the Doctors and Nurses who rendered First Aid o
veryA}ﬂgllllmr:?;lgdlasrgu:t 1(:’he scene of the Earthquake on 31st May 1935, t(; g;e ﬁgtﬁr:ﬁ i:;mes )
Railway Authorities and willing helpers who facilitated the despatcy 0 gmtho ise,
injured and their reception at Railway Platforms en route and on arrival, an
to those who fed and clothed them. .

- Excelleney’s visit to the chief Surgical Centre at the Mayo Hogpital
Lah(ﬁz,lz)lx? :?f:ulcy 2m:1,y i.e., & month after the Earthquake, one was strue}; with
one oulstanding fact, namely, that the Indian patients of both sexes su eé'mg High standard
from severe Fractures, were brought under $urgmal t;ea:tment of a standar ::‘e::rmg;::l
which one usually associates with the most highly specialised Fracture Clinics ment.
of the United Kingdom, Vienna or America.

. The organisation whereby all eases of Fracture of the Spine, Fracture of
the Pelvis, and Fractured Thigh were collected together in separate wards was
most efficient, while the detailed treatment applied to each mdrvu_iual case was
an ocular demonstration of the Treatment recommended by, and illustrated in,
the most modern Text Books.

¢ Balkan Frames' fitted with adjustablei pulleys, weights and Traction
cable, were available for all cases, and ‘step up ? supports to raise the foot
of the beds to obtain counter-traction, had all been improvised.

Several dozens of Fractured Thiil;lcases requiring extension, were treated
by means of stainless steel pins transfixing soft tissues and bone, _attached b;g a
stirrup to the traction cable, pulley and weight. In other cases Kirschner Wn‘e
was unsed, with the appropriate design of stirrup for this variety. In no single
case was there a sign of septic infection of the Soft tissues or Bone so trans-
fized, and the Patients were invariably comfortable. The limbs were supported
in flannel slings on Braun’s Cradles.

The success of this treatment was evidenced (1) by the marked sbgence of
Pain, which would have been expected from imspection of the X-Ray Photo-
graphs taken before treatment was begun, and (2) by the perfect alignment of

ihe limbs as result of treatment. Most of these cases had been put up under
Local Anesibesia.

Ffurther evidence of the suceess of this method will undoubtedly be forth-
coming. when solid union can be studied, and when the absence of stiffness in
adjoining joints reveals itself. Patients can look forward to an earlier return
to their occupations and to a greatly diminished final deformity.

. Many cases of Fractured Pelvis were treated by Pin or wire traction applied
to both Jower limbs; which will save a large proportion from being badly
erippled later on.

The old fashioned methods of Treatment by Padded Splints were con-
spicuous by their absence.

_- ¢ Aeroplane * splinting combined with Transfixion and Spring traction was
being used for fractures of the Upper Arm, with corresponding advantage, and
allowing of helpful movements of surrounding joints with no disturbance of the
alignment of the fractured area.

Fixation by Plaster of Paris was of first class quality, each plaster case

}t)ﬁearing a tracing in ink of the X-Ray picture, and all relative data written
ereon,

The caser of Fractured Spine had all been reduced on a special tabl
were being given the best possible chance of recovery, p able and

This connsel of perfection indicated that a host of workers h i
to orgamise this Surgical Clinie, and to provide appara.tuss 3%3111‘.1;1}}):{2;%
improvised, hore none of the usual features of improvised equipment,

Licutenant-Colonel D. H, Rai, I.M.8., Officiating T. ivil Hospi
Pgnjab, and Lieutgnant-Coltmel J. J. Hal"per Nelswﬁ, I.L%é., %ﬂciﬁsﬁt%ﬁ;
ang Ed“'rard Mgdmal Qollege (now on leave) had much to do with the provi-
sion of thig Surgieal Unit and the expansion of Beds, but it is agreed that this
exceptional standard of treatment is the direct outcome of the vision ener,
and skill of Lieutenant-Colonel V. R. Mirajkar, ) L

: IM.8., Professor of Operati
Surgery, King Edward Medieal Coll int perative
Hospital, Tahore. ollege and Superintendent of the Mayo

Apart from the kindness which has surrounded these cases,

doubt that they have received collectively and individually a Surtg%zg Slesrvi?::



H. B the
Viceryy's visite
to hospitals.

No. 43.
Law for
regulation of
distribution of
salved property.

Plans for
ecommencement
of salvage in

of Quetta,

No, 44,
Penial of story
of man rescmed
after 47 days.

22

which conld not be bettered in any country in the world—a matter of comfort
to all concerned iu the Quetta catastrophe.”

His Excellency’s subsequent visits to Hospitals at Multan, Mastung, Quetta
itself, and finally Karachi, confirmed the resourcefulness of all Doctors and
Nurses, and their unfailing devotion to the cases consigned to their care. All
are worthy of the traditions of their profession, but special mention of the
arrangements at Lahore is made, because of the extremely capable manner in
which the medical staff there dealt with the heavy task of treating the most
severe cases sent to them in large numbers, )

30th July 1935.

Government have recently had under their elose and urgent attention the
framing of a law to regulate the distribution of property salved from the area
devastated by the Earthquake at Quetta. This law which is known as the
Quetta Distribution of Salved Property Law, 1935, is now being promulgated.*
It empowers the Agent to the Governor-General in Baluchistan to appoint one
or more Claims Commissioners and authorises the latter, after enquiry to make
over salved property to any person appearing to them entitled to receive it.
Where no claimant is able to satisfy a Claims Commissioner as to the merits
of his claim, the property will remain in the possession of Government until
the right of possession is determined by a competent authority.

In their Communiqué of the 10th July 1935 regarding their policy as to
sulvage operations at Quetta the Government of India intimated that pure-
liminary work in street clearing had been commenced and they expressed the
bope that it would prove practicable soon to undertake salvage in a certain
number of shops and houses where the damage to the structure was small,
where access was easy and where there was reasonable certainty that few, if
any, bodies were interred. A stage in the preliminary operations has been
reached at which the salvage of these comparatively undamaged buildings can
be coremenced and notices are being issued in all cases, where it is practicable,
to the property-owners concerned. Salvage from these buildings  will now
proceed as quickly as possible in accordance with the provisions of the law
referred to in paragraph 1 of this Communiqué.

13th August 1935.

The DNeputy Agent to the Governor-General, Baluchistan, has seen state-
ments in the press that Shikarpuri Halwai Jethanand, son of Tekehand, dug
hiriself oul of the ruins of his shop in Quetta City after being buried for 47 days,
that he was arrested as a looter and that he was subsequently released on proving
his story. It has been further stated by the *¢ United Press Agency *’ that
these facts have been officially confirmed. This is not so. Knquiries made in
Shikarpur and Quetta have failed to discover anyone who has seen Jethanand
after his escape. He had a house in one part of the city and a shop in another.
It has Leen stated by a former servant of his that Jethanand used to sleep at
night in his house and not in his shop and that on the night of earthquake he wasg
in Qnetta. Sites of both the honse and shop have been carefully examined and
no exit has been discovered by which the man could possibly escape through the
debris, Tt is clear therefore that the story is not founded on any facts and it
is probable that Jethanand was killed in the earthquake and his body is still
buried in the ruins of his house. The Deputy Agent to the Governor-General
hopes that the press and news agencies will refrain from giving currency to

unauthenticated rumours which ean only give pain to the relatives of those who
were killed in the Quetta earthquake.

* Bes page 37 (No, 66).



No. 45.

No. 46,

Yo, 47.

;N 0. 49.

23

rThe following news has been received by the Railway Board by telephone,
from the Agent, North Western Railway :— .

. 'The Quetia Chaman Railway line is andamaged. On the Sibi Quetta Bailway.

Section one small hridge badly cracked. A sleeper erib is being put in.

Twenty European Railway staff including families and 100.Indian railway Casualties.
staff including families killed. Number of injured not yet to hand.

The control wire from Sibi to Quetta has been repaired and telegraphic Yelegrapha.
communication is expected to be restored to-day. Railway water supply not
affected. ' ’

Dr. Cairns, Chief Medical Officer, North Western Railway, with' Mra. Relief,
Berridge (Lady Doctor) and a number of First-Aid men left Lahore for Quetta
in the special train last night. 136 additional railway staff and 2 additional
officers are being sent to Quelta. ' ’

15t June 1955,

The Viceregal aireraft ¢ Star of India >’ flew from Lahore with six Army Relief work by
Nurses. ' ' . .. aircraft.

‘Five machines left Kohat with four medical officers, ten machines left
Risalpur with seven medical officers and wireless equipment, four machines
left Ambala with three medical officers, four machines left Lahore with 1,000-1bs,
of medical stores and anti-tetanus serum and two machines left Karachi with a
further supply of serum. '

ard June 1935.

. With reference to the news issued yesterday -that Quetta City had been '* Sealing " of
gealed, under military guard, it is pointed out that this action was not decided ¢iv— .
upon until it had become certain that there were no further survivors. It was explanation.
imperative to seal up the town, in order to prevent an outbreak of disease.

Every possible step will be taken by the local anthorities to safeguard property.

3rd June 1935, : .
Suggestions have been made in gome quarters that there has been undue Casualties—

delay in the amnouncement of reliable figures of Indian casualties and the numes oxplanation of
of Indians who have lost their lives. These suggestions arise from ienoraunce elay in

_of the appalling conditions that exist, and of the task which confronts the local ascertaining.

authorities, A careful estimate places the number of Indians who have lost

their lives at not less {han 20,000, the majority of whom are buried under the

debris in the city. It will be apparent that it is quite impossible, at the moment,

to give an exact figure, or o atlempt to issue a detailed list. The fact is-that

the local authorities are working under terrific pressure, each man doine the

wclu-k of a%ﬁ least ten. T}?le f&st duty of the anthorities, baving satisfied them-

relves, so far as is possible, that no persons remain alive under the debris, i ;
coneentrate upon relief for the survigors, and medical treatment for thgrilr%i treq, Belief work the

A . ured. )
Every possible means hag been taken te this end, and the public may be assured most mrgent

that the authorities are doing everything that js possible in the difficult
eircumstances,

gth June 1935,
" The normal number of {elegrams recéived in Queita before the earthquake A e
5 ke Tel
was about 170 per day. As the result of news of the earthquake, over 1!4 000 d:liﬁ::ry of.
telegrams were received by Quetta between the Ist and 7th June, for deli\;ery
to addresses in Quetta alone. The greatest diffieulty was experienced in the
delivery of these telograms, owing to the destruetion or abandonment of resi-

dences, but as the result of persistent efforts, over 11,000 hav i
) € pers ] ) . e been delivered
a111.c115 g}gly 8,000 remain undelivered owing to the addresses being untraceable.
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10th June 1935,

As communication with the outside world was vital factor in the Quetta
earthquake situation, the slory of how this contact was established and
increased, is gathered from Mr. Bewoor, Director-General of Posts and Tele-
graphs, The Wircless Staff played the most important part, followed by
telephone conneetion which enabled even three Overseas calls to be made on 1st
June and the Telegraph work which can be gathered from the faet that on
an average 800 telegrams were booked at Quetta daily and 2,000 received in a
station normally clearing about 60 messages either way. As regards the time
the carthquake took place the two clocks at the Telegraph Office stopped work-
ing at two minutes and three minutes past three reapectivel):.

Intimation of the Quake reached Mr. Bewoor at about 11 i, on 3lst
May through a message sent by the civil wireless station at Quetta to the
civil wircless stalion at Lahore, Mr, Bewoor says : ‘¢ The message indicated
that the earthquake had heen of a very severe character involving large loss of
life and that owing to the desiruction of the batteries the telegraphiec and tele-
phoni¢ communications had been interrupted. Steps were immediately taken to
strongthen the wireless station at Lahore so that it could work 24 hours, The
wireless staff in Quetta consists of Wireless Supervisor one, Wireless Attendant
one, The Building in which the Wireless station is situated has not suffered
from the earthquake nor have the quarters of the Wireless attendant and the
Engine Driver and menial staff. The residence of the Wireless Supervisor has
been slightly damaged. The battery and the engine in this building have not
suffered at all. I hear from Colonel Vivian, the Chief Signal Officer, that Mr.
Todd, the Wireless Supervisor and his Sikh Assistant worked most energetically
and assiduously and.were on duty almost to continuonsly for 48 hours after the
earthquake, Until the line zommunications were established the wireless sta-
tion was the only means of communication and was greatly helpful in obiaining
assistance from outside. They were given as soon as possible assistance from
the Military Wireless Operator and one Telegraphist who could understand

'zvirg_less operating was also sent to help. This circuit is helping to clear the
raffie. ) : . ' ‘

The telephones suffered as a result of the earthquake the batteries being
destroyed and though the room in which the avtomatic equipment was accom-
modated is still standing and the equipment is in good eondition it wag con-
gidered unsafe to enter the building. The cable was therefore cut outside and a
Manual Telephone system established. Tn the establishment of this telephone
Mr. P. H. Agarwala, Sub-Divisicnal Officer, Telegraphs, Karachi Sub-Division,
has worked most ereditably. A 200 line Board has been established in a tent
and conneetions were given on the 4th of June. From 2 p.y,, on the 5th of June
the Military have taken all connections from this Board and have discontinued
their own {emporary system. I heard glowing tribute paid by the Military to
the excellent work put in by Mr, Agarwala in this connection,

It must be mentioned here that the:trunk connection from Quetta to the
rest of India was established by the evening of the 1st of June and this connee-
tion was so good that there have been three calls to overseas from Quetta,

The main damage to the telegraphic communication was the breakage of
the batteries which were knocked off their stands. The telegraph lines were
also twisted hetween Queita and Sar-i-Ab station. The Military signals Branch
sent out their own staff to examine the lines on the morning of the 3lat of
May and they put the lines right. Dry cells from Mobilization Stores were
taken out and communieation was established on the 1st of June; but the
rush of telegraph traffic both inward and outward was so heavy that it was
“out of question to cope with it by the usual routes and methods. The incoming
and outgoing aeroplanes were therefore utilised in receiving telegrams for
Quetta and ir: sending them from Quetta to Lahore and Quetta to Karachi.

The following additional telegraph staff were sent on 2nd June to cope with
the rush of work sm

Telegraph Masters .. i .. 2 '
Telegraphists - . . .. 6 }from Lahore.
Clerks .. e ‘e .o B

Telegraphists .. . .. 2 fromKarachi.
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A further batch of five telegraphists was sent from Lahore on the 5th
June in order to relieve the local staff who may wish to relieve Quetta.

- @reat difficulty has been experienced in the delivery of telegrams received
because the city having been levelled to the ground it was impossible to trace
the addressees some of whom were dead, some had left and others scattored in
the open spaces of hospitals, : '

I must state in this connection the great assistance rendered to us by the
Military authorities. They have given gignalling staff and despatch riders and
they have sent for and zollected their own messages. 1 saw the Chief Signuls
Officer and the General Officer Commanding and I conveyed to them the sincere
thanks of this department for their help. It was a great pleasure to hear the
tribute paid by the Military authorities to the work done in connection with
the telegraphs and telephones by the staff of this department. Every effort is
being made through honorary workers to deliver the telegrams but they are far
{00 numerons aid 4 large portion ‘of the population having left Quetta it is
impossibla to cffect delivery of all the telegrams, - .

The position in Quetta is still somewhat uncertain: The telegraph traffic
continues to be very heavy. ‘Where the station normally booked -about 60
messages a day it is booking over 700 messages. Exact figures of the number
of telegrams reccived for delivery are not available but they have reached as
much as 2,000 per day. At present one line to Karachi, two lines to Lahore and
one wireless circuit are operating. It is hoped, however, that the pressure on
the telegraphs will be reduced in the course of the next few days.

. As regards the Postal side, all work except the delivery and despatch of
fully-paid articles was suspended for the time being but on, the 5th of June
registered letters and parcels which had been previously received were given
out for delivery.” A large number of parcels will have to be returned to the

senders as the city has been destroyed and there are no addressees to whom the
articles could be delivered. - ' T SR

In order to assist in the dieposal of work the following postal staff has

been sent from outside ——

Selection grade Assistant Postmaster o1 | .
Clerks . .. . 3 C 10} from Karachi.
Supervisor E 1y ,

Clerks o o 6‘}. from Lahove.

Clerks - .. 6 from Multdn. -

The Railway Mail Service has a Mail Office on the Railway Station as well
as a Sub-Record Office and Quetta is the headquarters station of the scetion
working into Quetta. The Building on the Railway station has collapsed and
the Railway Mail Service Mail Office has now been accommodated in a tent in
the Post Office compound. The headguarters of the sections working into
Quetta have been changed to Sukkur. The Railway Mail Service staff has not
suffered any easualties so far as eould be ascertained.

. No stores or foodstufls are available for sale in Qnetta. The Military have
undertaken the rationing of the population. Our employees have been provided
with adequate accommodation in tents which have been pitched in the open
spaces in the compound of the Post Office, in the compound of the Office of the

. Sub~D1v1monal”Qfﬁcer, Telegraphs, and just outside the compound of the Tele-
graph Office, Military gnards have been provided in all these camps,

The Director of Posts and Telegraphs, Sind and Balnehistan Circle, Karachi,
was asked to proceed to Quelta by aeroplane and he actually left Karachi on
the morning of the Ist June arriving in Quetta hy mid-day. He is still at

Quetta and will continne to be there until everything has been established un
proper lines.” T

16th June 1935.

No, 51. ... Over 400 hospital cases have been received at Karachi. 'Serious cases are mel;

z in the Civil and Dulferin Hospitals and in a vernacular school, Ordinary cases gi;lgf work in
are being treated in an improvised hospital at Pilgrims’ Camp. About 200 cases
are accommodated in other hospitals in Sind. Hospital requirements ave suffi-

cient at present, bul more nurses are required and are being obtaj
Rod Groms Bomson } q g obtained from the
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In Karachi, about 300 Muhammadan refugees are. housed in the Sind
Madressah Sc]mol and the care of about 50 Hindu refugees has been nnder-
taken by Hindu organisations. Accurate figures of refugees in other districts
are not availabl: at present, but arrangements are bemg made for a completqr
eensns to be taken .

Numerots orwmmatmns and individuals have come forward with. gifts of
cash and goods and continue to do so.

Notable relief work has been ‘done at Rohri whele thousands of refugc,'.s
passing through have received food and medical attendance, and small amounts
for their expenses. An Exira Assistant Commissioner and a pa,rty of helpels
is at present at .Rohn, assmtmg the local authorltles

22nd June 1935. . .. -

Karachi—A numbey of persons “have been dmcharged from hoapl.tal cured
during the last few days and bave gone to their bomes and friends or are in
the Haj Refugee Omnp and in the various non~ofﬁclal _institutions, Thé
numberg in the Hospitals. are as follows e o

Civil Hospital” o ';. U R
Haj Camp” S P 1
H. V. Mahratta School .- ..~ .. .. 76
-Lady Dufferin Hospital °~ .. =~ . 18

The Civil Surgeon, assisted by Captain Smithwick, IM.8,, is in charge of the
first three hospitals, and, in addition to the offieial medical staff, they are being
assisted by a number of private practitioners. A few convalescent cases are

in private institutions, The supplv of nurses and medical reqmsltes is fully
adequate.

foll - Qther Refugees—The numbers at the main camps are approximately as
ollows tm-

Sind Madreqsah ve - 400
Haj Camp . . .. - Bb0

and in addivion about 600 are mstrlbu’ted among various non—olﬁelal relief
organisations or with private individuals. Refugees from the villages of
Baluchistan are still coming in at the rate of 20—30 a day.

Other Districts.—The number of cases treated and still rem1mng in the
various hospitals is as follows :— .

~

Number treated, Number remaining.

* Shikarpur ' ' e L4l
- Sukkur (Civil and Paﬂway Mllltary o
. Hospitals) .o 125 : - 62
Hvderabad (Civil and Bombay Merchants’ ] o
Association Hospitals) 20 S 12

. As in Karachi, the funds and other eonfnbutmns for mmedmte rehef have
been provided by uomoﬂic:al liberality.

The following are the most recent estimates of the number of pelsons
belonging to Sind (excluding Shikarpur and Karachi) Who were at Qnetta
duxmg the earthquake and have smce returned ;-

. AtQuetta. Returned.
Hyderabad district . oL s4m. 187
Sukkur district (excluding ‘Shikarpur ' ~

Town) . - e 207 104
Larkana distriet ‘e . 142 T80
Nawabshah distriet e e 536 283
Thar Parkar distriet ~ ~ .. = .. 1 ..
Dadu distriet e o L. 43 132
Upper Sind ¥rontier dlstrwt , .. 275 B |4

————
[ —

1,806 883

—
L )
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As regards Shikarpur, some #,000—5,000 people were at Quetta, of which
about 400 have returned. : : '

There are 70 tongawalas with their families, tongas and horses at Sukkur
and Shikarpuv, who have driven these from Quetta. They are being sent by
train to their homes or relations at Delbi and Lahore,

150 sweepers have been sent to Quetta, 100 from Karachi and 50 from
Sukkur. Vegetables and other food requisites have been™ sent there nntil
recently frormn Sukkur. ‘ '

Future Relief—Enquiries are being made with a view to setting up Com-
mittees composed of officials and non-officials to administer the second stage of
relief with the help of His KExcellency the Viceroy’s Fund as indicated in the
recent communigqné of the Government of India,

28th June 1935, .

¢ We wish to offer our thanks and gratitnde to the Military for all the Letter from Mr.
thought and help in -saving our lives.in the Earthquake at Quetta—ii wasA. Cumper,
wonderful the way the military came to our rescue, also the wonderful way the fl‘;’tgl)""g‘;,e
Doctors, Nurses and Orderlies attended fo us while we were in the British Stanley, Quetta,
Military Hospital. We were buried under debris for 33 hours and we owe our, A, H. Q.

lives to the soldiers and Indian Sappers who dug us out.
Thanking all the military who helped to save us.”

-

1st July 1935,

His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief leaves Simla to-morrow for Quetta. Visit to Quetta
The object of his visit is to see conditions on the spot and disenss matters with of H. E. the
the local authorities before dealing at Headquarters with the various large pro- ©-in-C-
blems that will arise regarding the future of Quetta. His Excellency wil’
return i0 Simla on Gth July. '

and July 1935,

_‘“ During the eritical weeks following the earthquake the one form of Prohibition of
assistance which was not merely redundant, but definitely embarrassing to the entry into
overworked authorities, was that of volunteer workers who had nothing but Quetta of
their personal services to give and who were in most cases ignorant alike of the Prsvaay 1 anq
locality and of the mentality, the customs, and above all, the language of the mnofficial relief
inhabitants.”’ partiss—reasons

This statement, which appears in a communication received by the autho- fox.
rities at Simla from a civil official who has been in direct personal touch with the
situation in.the area affected by the earthquake sinee the disaster occurred
gerves to emphasize the necessity of the decision taken by the Government ofi'

India and the local authorities in the early stages of the catastrophe to prohibit

the enfry into the Quetta Area of private individual i io
desiring to undertake relief work. P nals and vnoffcial partic

In the various unofiicial statements already issued on the subiect §
made eclear that the main reasons for the prol?ibition were :—u Ject 1t has bea

(1) ‘chf,-i absolute necessity of conserving food supplies during the carly
ays, "

(2) the possibility of the complete breakdown of the water supply anc

the interruption of communications if another serions shoeir hac
oceurred, and

(3) the grave danger of the outbreak of epidemic disease.

Quite apart from these considerations, which in themse] |
justify the Government of India’s action, it is obvions thasi; ;ges‘mcomplewly Necessity for

that relief work should be conducted on an organised basis, and ?Jhe;({:fngiﬁ ::E:Eiﬂ u;?ie?uef

cipline, and to have permitted the entry at will of vprivate indiv discipline,
parties’ of volunteers would have led to confusion, private individuals and

In addition to the immediate work of rescue and roli i
available individual, both civil and military, was ongaged. the vorch YO
authorities was to evacuate refugees and wounded from Q:IEtta, with the 1983'

El?girl:le delay, and therchy lessen the c{anggrs toﬁ wﬁich J:-eference hag been mad

£:15D71
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The elaim bas been made by some persons with no first-hand knowledge of
the situation, that more lives could have been saved if unofficial relief parties
had been admitted. But not an atom of evidence can be produced that where
rescnes were at all possible they were not effected promptly by the aunthorities
on the spot. And it should be remembered that the greater part of the rescue
work, which was commenced on an organised basis within forty-five minutes
of the disaster, had been completed within the first forty-eight hours, ie,,
before it would have been possible for volunteer working parties to have arrived
from outside. ”

In regard to the demand that has been put forward in certain sections
of the Press that relief parties should be allowed to work in the rural area
affected by the earthquake, it is perbaps not recognised generally that of the
villages in the neighbourhood of Quetta which- were partially or wholly
destroyed, all but Sariab, Samungli and Navhissar (together with a few other
settlements and isolated farms), are in Kalat State and not in Brifish India. .

The Kalat State authorities have made it clear that they do not require
volunteer relief workers from British India, though assistance in the shape of
materials for erection of earthquake-proof houses, and the supply of tents to
meet the needs of temporary accommodation would be greatly appreciated.
Even in normal times travellers, other than State subjects, are not permitted to
proceed beyond Mastung without a special permit.

The prompt steps to supply food and medical relief to the whole of the
affected rural area, and the organisation established for the purposes of ensur-
ing regular and adequate supplies have already been described in detail in
official reports published from day to day.

As regards the rural area in the Quetta Tahsil, it has been ascertained that
the food supplies are assured as the standing rabi crop is exceptionally heavy
aud, provided enough labour is available to reap it in full, will suffice for the
needs of the surviving population for three or four years. ‘

The civil authorities, who have now resumed control, are being provided by
the military authorities with such additional assistance as they require, and
the resources available locally are ample to deal with the sitnation.” The ser—
vices of volunteer parties from outside are quite unnecessary.

The authorities appreciate the genuine offers of assistance that have been
made and would not hesitate to accept them if the sitvation or the interests of
the surviving inhabitants would thereby be improved. But the need does not
exist. The administration is proceeding quite smoothly, and the survivors are
beirig given all the assistance they require. If, however, in these circumstances,

.those who have expressed a desire to undertake relief work will devote their

"time and money to swelling the Viceroy’s Relief Fund which, as already an-
nounced, will provide, among other things, for maintenance grants, medical

appliances and assistance for orphans, they will be rendering very valuable
serviee.

6th July 1935,

Just after the earthquake at Quetta, while many of the refugees were still
in the refugee camp on the Quetta race course, ecertain records were made of
their claims to property buried in the city. Since then a special form for the
submission of claims has been devised by Government and published* in the
Press. If would facilitate the disposal of claims if the persons whose claims
were then recorded, and any others who have submitted claims in forms other
than that preseribed by Government, would resubmit their claims, in duplicate,
through the Deputy Commissioner, Colleetor or Political Agent of the ares in
which the claimants are now residing, using the Form which Government has.
now prescribed. The object of having the claims in duplicate is that one copy
may be forwarded by the officer receiving it to the Claims Commissioner at

Quetta, and the other refained in the receiving office for future reference if
necessary.

24tk July 1935.

Upto July 6, 1935, 654 refugees were received in Lucknow. Of these 25
were sent to the King George’s Hospital, Lucknow, 64 were slightly injured
and were treated at the railway station (where a dressing station was estah-

* Bee page 88 (No. 67).

————
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lished) and the remaining 565, together with those treated at the Station,
were sent the same day on which they arrived, to their destination after being
fed. ‘

It is estimated that 1,500 to 2,000 refugees arrived at Kotdwara in the
Garhwal district. They were fed and given free transport to their homes. A
few who had minor injuries were treated by doctors at Kotdwara and
Dogadda. ) .

The relief work carried out by the Mayor’s Quetta Barthquake Relief Fund Relief work in
iCommittee consists in giving shelter to the bona-fide refugees from Quettn Bombay City.
cither coming directly from Quetta or from Karachi or adjoining places, where
they had gone from Quetta immediately after the disaster. Most of them were
given shelter in a Musafarkhana and have been provided daily with food and
clothing. Small sums of money have also been provided to meet the immediate
needs of refugecs, The Railway Board has authorised the Great Indian Penin-
sula and the Bombay, Baroda and Cenfral India Railways to issue free passes
to the refugees wishing to return to their native places, or to places where their
friends and relatives reside.

~ 24th July 1935.

'-‘N'O- 58, Colonel Russell, the Public Health Commissioner with the Government Further visit
of India, whose Report on the Health situation at Quetta was recently to Quetta of
published, will visit Quetta again early in August in connection with the Fublic Health
question of the resumption of salvage operations. It is probable that Mr. Commissioner.
Staig, the Earthquake Commissioner will also revisit Quetta at the same time,

A Jabour corps of approximately 2,000 men is at present engared 1 bon Coraa.
buge task of clearing the debris from the roads. P g g pon the Labour Corps

The Government of India have now under consideration the terms of aLaw to control
Regulation, which will be issued® at an early date, to determine the powers and 5alvage
procedure of the Claims Commissioner and to control salvage operationg with. oPerations ind
in the enclosed area of Quetta. An announcement of the appointment of ’:Z'&E’m?ﬁf
Major Gastrell (who is already in Quetta) as Claims Commissioner is likely (l;lam
to be made in the near future. Two probationers of the Political Service haye Commissioner.
been posted to Quetta to assist in the control of salvage operations.

27th July 1935.

No. 59. . The second stage of relief work has been started, and Committ ist Belief work in
in the adminisivation of the Viceroy’s Fund have been formed ei%S %a?ﬁzﬁt s;‘i "
Sukkur, Shikarpur, Jacobabad and Dadu. Most of this work lies in Karachj

next come Shikarpur and Sukkur, while in Jacobabad, Dadn ;

there are at present very few cases requiring such relief. Th%ngelilé?rﬁagg

present confined to the following categories s "

{(a) Free passes and small cash grants to i :
: : people who wish t -

- “tiong or friends who could leok after thgm or find then(; g&'(()‘)‘l:b}? ‘rela

b) subsistence grants to those without any m i
to live outside refugee camps ;  mesns of eupport who wish

(¢) grants to the injured discharged f ; .
and appliancgs : ged from hospitals for medical comforts

(d) school fees for the young whose education ha

(e) small grants for tools and equipment to hum
them to earn a living in lieu of subsistenc

{f) provision of employment.

The following sums h i -
lectors to meet fhg;-: costsof i‘ﬁihbf-gﬁeglfw—e 4 st the disposal of the several Col-

$ been interfered with ;

ble craftsmen to enable
e grants ; )

Karachi .. L. Da.
Snklour .. .. N ) 22 ’833
Upper Sind Frontier .. - - ’

Doze T - . .. 2,000
Larkang .. .. - » ggg

* Bee page 37 (No. 66),
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In Karachi, 257 persons have so far been provided with freé railway passes
and small cash yrants amounting to Rs. 1,0748-0 ; 11 small artisans have been
get up in work with grants for the purchase of tools and equipment, two such
artisans having been supplied with sewing machines ; 225 families consisting of
504 persons have been provided with subsistence and equipment grants amount-
ing in the first month to Bs. 6,086-8-0.

As regards repatriation, it is now possible to send back refugees in suitable
cases to other parts of Baluchistan than Quetta sub<division end Kalat State,
and the necessary enquiries are being made. Refugees belonging to Afghanistan
are being sent there »ia Chaman. :

Refugee camps—The Sind Madressah camp was closed from July 8th, the
refugees there being transferred to the Haj Camp and other places. There are
at present 937 persons in the Haj Camp and 185 in other Camps seeking relief.
Refugees are still arriving in the Haj Camp from Quetta in fairly large numbers
and by transfer from other centres. A refugee camp for Hindus was opened
by Rao Bahadur Mohatta from July 5th.

Haospitals—The Haj Camp temporary hospital was closed on the 8th July,
and Captain H. 8. Smithwick, I.M.S,, who was deputed from Sholapur to assist
the Civil Surgeon, left that day. Convalescent cases are, however, still being
treated by a medical officer who atlends daily. There are 63 cases in the Civil
Hospital, 31 in the Kotwal Mahratta School and 17 in the Lady Dufferin Hospital,
Most of the Red Cross nurses left for Bombay in the second week of July.

As already announced, the Mayor’s Fund with assistance from other orga-
nizations bas so far been responsible for feeding and clothing arrangements at
the large hospitals and camps in Karachi, The resources of this Fund are not
likely to last much longer, and the burden, which has been so ably borne by that
Fund, will skortly be taken over by the Viceroy’s Karthquake Fund.

In Suldkur 97 cases were brought to the Viceroy’s Relief Committee’s notice
up to the 20th July, and are being suitably dealt with. :

In Hyderabad, the Bombay Silk Merchants Earthquake Relief Committee
are providing the necessary relief, and it has not been necessary to constitute a
Commitice to dishurse relief out of the Viceroy’s Fund at that place. This Com-
mittee has given emergent and second stage relief in 50 cases amounting to

Rs. 3,483. I’reviounsly it opened a hospital near the railway station with 50 beds
and provided iwo bungalows as refugee camps.

?th August 1935,

" Occasional reports have been made of the various individual efforts made
by the North-West Frontier Province to assist their gister Provinee in connee-
tion with the great Quetta disaster. Amongst this was the immediate despatch
of a sorely-needed force of 200 Police, of a complete medical unit under Dr.
Hukam Chand Gupta, Civil Surgeon, Kohat, the immediate despateh of food
supplies by leading cifizens of Dera Ismail Khan vio Fort Sandeman. But
a review of the general effort of the Province may not be without interest.

2. The Province was at first led to expeet a large ingress of some 2,000
serionsly wounded cases at short notice. It was self-evident that such cases
would have to he cared for at the only big centre with direct rail communication,
viz., Peshawar ; and urgent preparations were made to expand the medical
resources of that City to accommodate this large influx : the main body were to
have been accommodated at the Lady Reading Hospital, others at the C. M. S.
Hospital, while Dr, Khan Sahib, amongst others, undertook to take a portion,
An appeal was cireulated and readily responded to for the hospital elothing
necessary. Similarly, a large body amounting to some 2,000 unwounded
refugees was expected at Haripur where preliminary preparations were made.
Each of the districts of the Provinee readily undertook to furnish an allotted
quota of supplies. In the event there was no large influx of either seriously
wounded or unwounded refugees and such clothing surplus to requirements as
had been collected was passed on to meet the needs of distriets in the Punjab,

3. Detailed lists have been furnished to the press already giving full names
of all refugees arriving in this Provinece. In Peshawar immediately on the
arrival of the refugees a Relief Committee, with K. B. Kuli Khan, ag its Presi-
dent, was formed, and gave immediate relief in various forms, such as food
c_lothlpg, accommodation, railway or lorry fare, and diet money to their dest'ma-’
tions in ayccordance with individual needs. 36 refugees have since left for their
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homes, 37 are housed in various schools and are still being cared for by this
Committee out of their own funds.

4. Kohat received about 117 refugees and has dealt with them similarly
through a local Relief Committee. ‘ ' ‘

5. Some 119 refugees have arrived in Dera Ismail Xhan District. The first
batel of 81 refugees was met at Dera Ismail Khan and brought across the
Tndus under arrangements organised locally, mainly throngh the Sewa Samitl,
who continue to assist indigent refugees.

8, In Hazara District about 230 refugees arrived at Haripur by rail and
were assisted to thier homes by a local Relief Committee,

7. A few refugees belong to the Agencies, mainly to the Kurram Agency.

8. In the hospitals of the Province some 121 refugees have been treated—
ineluding hoth Government hospitals and private hospitals such as the Afghan
Mission Hospital and Dr. Khan Sahib’s hospital—a considerable number of
these belong to Tribal Territory or Afghanistan.

9, There was a ready response to the Vieeroy’s appeal which aroused the
sympathy of all, rich and poor—cultivators in the Peshawar District collected
grain to be sold for the benefit of the Fund.

: : #
10. This Fund is now being utilised where necessary for .the relief of
distress. In certain cases snbsistence grants are being paid out, and arrange-
ments have been made for the payment of school fees on behalf of the children
of refngees. :

10th Auguﬁt 1935.

No. 61 Karachi—The total number of refugees arrived from Quetta is now 2,366, Relief work in
i Fresh cases confinue to arrive daily from Quetta and other provinees. ind.

The work of the distriect Committee administering the Vicoroy’s Fund
continues to be very Leavy. 365 cases have been finally disposed of, 354 having
left Iarachi with free passes and journey expenses amounting to Rs. 1,664-8-0
and employment having been found for 11 persons. 1,340 refugees have been
placed on subsisience allowances, the amount so far paid being Rs. 19,128,

The number of refugees in the Haj Camp was 937 on the 3rd Augnst, bﬁt
it has subsequently come down to 743. In other camps the number is 91.

The Viceroy's Fand Committee took over the feeding and clothing arvange-
ment at the refugee camps and hospitals from the Mayor’s Fund Committee
on the 6th August. The voluntary workers at these places who assisted the
Mayor’s Fund Committee continue to assist the Viceroy’s FPund Committee,
The Memon LRelief Socicty under Mr. Abdul Sattar with headquarters at the
Haj Camp continues to do notable work and has spent nearly Rs, 50,000.

Sukkur—87 applications for relief have been dealt with by the Viceroy’s
Fund Committee and cash relief of Rs. 1,462 has been granted in addition to
the supply of three sewing machines to poor widows and providing for the
education of 7 orphans. ’

Hyderabad.—~The Japan-Bombay Silk Merchants Quetta Earthquake
Committee eonlinues to provide relief. .

Upper Sind Frontier.—Relief has been provided for 164 refugees, involving
a total liability of Rs. 3,100. 7 of these have been sent to their homes or
relations with free passes and small cash grants for railway expenses ; 15 have
been provided with tocls and equipment to enable them to earn a livelihood,
e.g., sewing machines, & tonga and a horse ; and the remainder have been
placed on subsislence grants. More applications are being received and will
soon be dealt with.

 Dadu.—15 persons have been given subsistence ants amounting to
Re. 165 in the first month, grani g

Larkana—Two families have been given each a subsistence grant of R
and » household equipment grant of Ra. 15. &t 5. 20

Nawabshah.—Applications for relief have now; been received from ‘ :
in the Nawabshah district also from 36 families consisting of 170 xiif;gbiﬁg-
requiring a subsistence allowance of Re. 650 per month. A Committtes ig being
formed to deal with these applications.

L15DPT
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9. The amounts placed at, the disposal of the distriet Committees up to date
are as under :—

Rs.
Karachh .. e e . S 35,000
Snkkur .. .- .. .. 5,000
Upper Sind Frontier .. - o . 4,000
Dadu . T . B 800
Larkana . . .. . 300

15th August 1935,
Soon after His Excellency the Viceroy issued an appeal on the snbject in

Relief work in the press, a meeting of the leading citizens of Ajmer-Merwara was called. At
Ajmer-Merwarad the meeiing a small Committee was formed to receive subseriptions towards

No. 63.
Balvage and
restoration of
property.

Bystematic
Balving.

Bural relief,

His Excellency’s Quetta Earthquake Relief Fund, and forward them to the
Headquarters with Kai Babadur Seth Bhag Chand Soni, M.L.A., as. Honorary
Treasurer, and Kai Sabib Pt. P. B. Joshi, as Honorary Secretary and Mr. N, D.
Madhok as Assistant Secretary. Within a week after the formation of this
Commiitee, it was found that the earthquake sufferers were comiug to Ajmer
also, and that some sort of local relief was necessary for them, It was there-
foge decided to form a sub-Committee consisting of Rai Bahadur Pt, Mithan Lal,
Khan Bahadur Abdul Wahid Khan and Khan Sahib Zahur Masih to enquire
into all cases of Quetta sufferers needing local relief, and suggest the type of
relief. It was alse decided that a sum of Rs. 500 be placed at the disposal of

this Committee for use locally. The total number of refugees including women
and children that have come to Ajmer so far is as below :—

1. Buropeans and Anglo-Indians " 8 ladies,

9. Indian Christians . . .+ 17 including wo- -
men and children.

3. Hindus . .. . . 5 :

4, Muyslims . . .. 30

With only three or four exeeptions, the refugees are mostly servants of
officials and non-officials killed or wounded during the earthqualke, and of these
15 have already left Ajmer. They were provided with money for food and
clothing while here and with railway tickets and some cash to enable therm to
reach their destination. Others are still in Ajmer and every kind of help is
being given to theru to find work., If they fail to do so and wish to go else-

where, they will be given Railway fare. In the meantime necessary funds
have been provided for their maintenance.

Cases of sickness are being treated on the recommendations of the Henorary
Secretary in the Locul Hospitals. 3 rooms have been reserved for lodging the
refugees free of cost in the Kdward Memorial Serai.

. _The total amount }ﬁyomised 8o far by the Province towards the Relief Fund
is Re. 10,073{13|- of which Rs. 8,177[1|- have already been sent to the Private
Secretary to His Kxcellency the Viceroy, and Rs. 400|-| have been disbursed

locally, ineluding railway fare to those who left Ajmer. Subscriptions are
still coming in.

16th August 1935.

The salvage of property from partially damaged houses in Quettn City
has recently begun and property recovered is being made over to ils owners
by the Claims Commissioner, in accordance with the terms of the Quetta
Distribntion of Salved Property Law, 1935, which was recently promulgated.®
Active preparations are being made for the commencement of systematic
salving in the City, including collection of material for a light railway to
remove the debris. The erection of corrugated iron huts is progressing
rapidly and these will be used inter alia to provide shelter for property ownors
visiting Quetta in connection with the restoration of their property.

. In regard to rural relief in Baluchistan, local aunthorities are preparing
estimates for the clearance and reconstruction of karezes (subterranean irriga-
tion channels) damaged in the earthquake. This work is expected to cost 1%
lakhs and will be pressed forward so that its benefits may be secured for the

*See page 37 (No. 66).
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next harvest. A scheme is reaching maturity mnder which the rural popula-
tion, whose houses are seriously damaged, will be a_{forded assistance in the
shape of a grant of some material for rebuilding their houses.

Apart from the relief administered immediately after the earthguake,
relief in Kalat State will take the form mainly of clearance and reconstruction
of karezes and grants of material for rebuilding of houses. The securing of
labour for repair of karezes and the collection of material for rebuilding of
liouses is now receiving the very urgent attention of the Political Agent and the

Relief work in
Kalat.

State officials. A grant of Rs. 10,000 hag been made from the Viceroy’s Relief .

Fund to the State for expenditure incurred on immediate relief and a further
sum of Rs. 50,000 has already been placed at their disposal, for expenditure
on clearance of karezes, from the same source. .

Tn regard to the question of permanent relief, the official orders already
Jissned permit of free grants to enable destitute persons of the artisan class to
re-equip themselves with tools and materials to restart work. It is likely that
orders will issie in the near future extending the scope of free grants and
authorising loeal officers to deal with demands on a larger scale than hitherto.
Requests have been received for very large sums by way of relief either as
grants or as loans ; it iz improbable that such applications can be finally econ-
sidered until demands on Relief Fund are fully known when only it will be
possible to sccure the distribution of available resources to the best advantage
among deserving cases. In the meanwhile, apart from such granis to restart
business, Jocal authorities have given relief, on the preseribed lines, of temporary
subsistence grants, medical facilities and help for the education of children.

19th August 1935.

Karachi~There were no fresh arrivals sinee the last report.

444 cases have been finally disposed of, 424 having left Karachi with free
passes and Journey expenses amounting to Rs. 1,964-8-0 and 20 cases havin
been cmployed in ibeir calling with the aid of tools and equipment provideg
from the Vieeroy’s Fund. &

892 cases involving 1894 persons have been given subsisten
amounting o Rs. 26,576, pers 8 ce grants

The present number in refugee camps is 563 in the Haj Camp and 52 in other
camps. The former is now a residential camp only, as, with the grant of sub-
sistence allowance, it is no longer necessary to maintain separate feeding
:(a;:angemcnts, and people are leaving slowly as they find accommodation in the

ity. | :

Enquiry is now being made into the cases of ;ztients in the Civil Hospi
and refugres outside the Haj camp. P o Hospital

. The Relief Commissioner visited Karachi during thé week with the result
that wider powers will be delegated to the local Committee in dne course. qu;
18 hoped ghat final grants to small business men will dispose of a number of
cases during the current week,

The number of patients receiving medical treatment had j 5
distributed as follows :— 8 ad now falleh fo 95,

Clivil Hospital . S .. . 51
Mabratta School Hospital . . .. 30
Rao Bahadur Shivrattan Mohatta’s camp .. - 13
Military Hospital .. s . .. 1

There are also a few patients in the Arya Samaj refugee camp.

Sulkur.—94 cases, involving 329 individuals, have been dispose
cases the refugees have been sent to their relations or friends %vjvithdfx?:é p{nlsls:(lag
and small eagh grants amounting to Rs. 56. The rest have been given grants
for stock in 1rade amounting to Rs. 1,528, for house-rent Rs, 215, and for sub-
sistence Rs. 1,143. Sewing machines have been given to 10 persons mostly
widows, and liahility for the education of orphans assumed for one yéar in 8
cases. In two cases Rs. 50 each have been sanctioned to widows to cover the

expense i .
Rsl.) 4,'?8%. of theiv confinement. The total commitments so far amount to

Measures for
permanent relief,

Relief work in
Sind,
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- Upper Sind Frontier—Qver 200 applications were received during the week,
A large number of these turned out to be bogus cases, and the applicants
included wandering tribesmen, fakirs and labourers. In some cases separate
applications were made by the same person under different names, or by the
dependants of the persons who had already obtained relief for them.
Fventually relief was given in 39 eases. 13 more are being enquired into,

- The total number of cases dealt with by the Committee go far is :—

Passes with cash grants .. .- . 17 eases.
Refugees set up in business .. . " .. 23 cases.
Given sewing machines .. . .. 11 cascs.
Graated subsistence allowance . . 60 cases,

The total expenditure has been over Rs, 4,000,

The amounts placed at the disposal of the district Committees up to date

are as under —

Rs

Karachi - .. . . .. 35,000
Sakkur . . .. .. 15,000
Upper Sind Frontier .. .. .. 5,000
Nawabshah . .. .. .. 1000
Dadu ‘e . e . e 800

Larkana e "o .e . 300
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No, 65. Regulation to provide for the administration of British Baluchistan during the
' state of emergency resulting from the recent earthquake.

{Reeuration No. II or 1935.)

‘Wazneas it is expedient to provide for the administration of British Balueh-
istan during the state of emergency resulting from the recent earthquake ; It
is hereby cnacted as follows :— -

1. (1) This Regulation may be called the British Baluchistan (Emergency Short titls,
Administration) Regulation, 1935. : commencement

and duration.
(2) It shall come into foree on such date® as the Local Government may, by
notifieation in the Gagette of India, appoint.

(.‘*11)]1 Sections 2, 3, 4, 5 and 6 ghall in the first instance remain in force for one
year only :

Provided ihat the Local Government, with the previous sanction of the
Governor General in Couneil, may, by notification in the Gazette of India, from
- time to time extend the said peried by any period not exceeding six months.

2. (1) The Local Government may make rules to provide for the public Rules,
safety, health and convenience and for the protection of public and private pro-
perty, and suck rules shall have effect notwithstanding anything inconsistent
therewith contnined in any law for the time being in force,

(2) Such rules may provide that any contravention thereof, or of any order
issued therennder or supplementary thereto, shall be punishable with imprison-
ment which ;may extend to two years, or with fine, or with both.

~ (3) The penalty, if any, for the contravention of a rule shall be speciﬁed
therein., A

(4) The Local Government shall cause any rule made under this section
to be published in such manner as appears to the Local Government to be best
fitted to bring it to the notice of those affected.

8. If any person disobeys or neglects to comply with any rule made under Power to give
section 2, the T.ocal Government, or any person authorised in this behalf by effect to rules,
such rule, may take or eause to be taken such action as the Local Government oy if disobeyed.
person authorised thinks necessary to give effect to the rule.

4. Whoever impedes the lawful exercise of any power conferred by this Penalty for
Regulation, or by any rule made under section 2, shall be punishable with impri. obstruction.
somment which ay extend to six months, or with fine, or with both,

3. Subject to the provisions of this section, but otherwise subject to the Special powers
provisions of thy Code of Criminal Procedure, 1898,— of Courts.

(a) any Magistrate of the First Class specially empowered in this behalfv of 1803
by the Local Government may try in the summary way provided in
Ciiapter XXIT of the said Code any offence made punishable under

seclion 2, and may pass any sentence provided for such offence in
the rules ; and

(b) notwithstanding anything contained in any law, there shall be no
‘appeal by a eonvicted person in any case tried summarily under
clanse (a), in which a Magistrate passes a sentence of imprison-
ment not exceeding six months, and no Court shall have authority
to revise any order. or sentence made or passed in any such case or
to transfer any such case or to make any order under seotion 491

of the said Code, or have any jurisdiction of any kind, in respect
of auy such case,

6. Contraventions of any regulation or order made or issned duri Validation of
period from the 30th of May, 1935, up to the commencement of this Re;mgﬁzl;e regulations and
by any officer acting in the exercise of control, eivil or military, for the purposé orders made
of providing for the public safety, health or conveniénce or for the protection Coror t
of public or private property, shall be deomed to be contrave oy en

. o ntiong
made under section 2 and shall be triable and punishable as if anyogeﬁt;rﬂg %fe;ﬁu;tiom
authorised by any such regulation or order were a sentence anthorised by a rule

made under section 2.

* The Re
in fores,

L1sDPI

gulation came into force on 28th June 1935, from which date Martial-Law ceased to be
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7. Any scntence passed during the period from the 30th of May, 1935, up

santencos passed {o the commencement of this Regulation, by any officer or tribunal acting in the

bafore

commencement

of this
Ragulation,

Tudemnity.

exercise of conivol, civil or military, for the purpose of providing for the public
safety, health or convenience or for the protection of public or private property,
in respect of any contravention of a regulation or order, made or issued within
the same perind in the exercise of such control, shall be deemed to have been
legally passed and shall not be questioned in any manner whatsoever :

Provided ihat nothing in this'section shall be deemed to derogate from the
power of the Governor General in Couneil or of the Local Government to suspend,
remit or commnnle sentences under any law for the time being in force, or other-
wise, o :

8. No suit, prosecution or other legal proceeding whatsoever shall lie against
any person for, or on account of, or in respect of, any act, matter or thing
ordered or done, or purporting to have been ordered or done

(@) under this Regulation, or

(b) during the period from the 30th of May, 1935, up to the commence-
- ment of this Regulation, in the exercise of control, civil or mili-
tary, for the purpose of providing for the public safety, health or
vouvenience or for the protection of public or private property :

Provided thal nothing in this section shall prevent the institution of pro-
ceedings by or on behalf of the Government against any person in respect of
any matter where such person hes not acted in good faith and a reasonable
belief that his action was necessary for the aforementioned purposes.

I assent to this Regulation.

WILLINGDON,
Viceroy and Governor General.

The 26th June, 1936,
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Law to regulate the distribution of property salved in the earthquake area.

NOTIFICATION.
Simla, the 30th July, 1935.

No. 449-F.—In exercise of the powers conferred by the Indian (Foreign
Jurisdietion) Order in Couneil, 1902, and of all other powers enabling him

~ in that bebalf, the Governor General in Council is pleased to make the follow-

ing Law to regulate the distribution of property salved from the areas in the
district, including the cantonment and town, of Quetta devastated by the recent

earthquake :—

1. (1) This Law may be called the Quetta Distribution of Salved Pro- Short titls,
perty Law, 1935. extent and

sommencement,
(2) It extends to the district, including the cantonment and town, of .
Quetta,

(3) It shall come into force on such date as the Agent to the Governor
General in Baluchistan may, by notification in the Gazette of India, appoint.

2. In this Law— Definitions,

(1) the expressions ‘¢ salved property *’ and ** property salved ’’> mean
movable property salved by or under the orders of Government
from any area devastated by the recent earthquake ; and

(#1) *‘ notified area ’’ means any area which the Agent to the Governor
General in Baluchistan has, by notification in the Gazette of
India, specified in this behalf.

3. No suit or other legal proceeding whatsoever shall lie against the Indemnity.
Government, or against any. officer of Government, in respeet of any salved
property made over to any person after the 30th of May, 1935, or in respect
of any property, movable or immovable, within, or salved from, a notified
area.

4. The Agent to the Governor General in Baluchistan may appoint one or Olaims

more Claims Commissioners for the purposes of this Law. Commissionera.
5. (1) All property salved within a notified area shall, subject to the pro- Distribution of
vigions of this Law, remain in the possession of Government. *  salved property.

(2) The Agent to the Governor General in Baluchistan shall, as soon as
may be after the salving of any such property, cause to be recorded in writing
with sufficient precision the limits within which such property was salved,
and such record shall, for all purposes whatsoever, be conclusive proof that
such property was salved within such limits.

(3) A Claims Commissioner may, after such inquiry ag he thinks fit,
make over any such salved property to any person appearing to him to be
entitled to receive it :

Provided that, before such date -as the Agent to the Governor General in
Baluchistan may appoint in this bebalf, no property shall be made over o any

~ person under, this sub-section unless and until such person is, in the opinion of

the Claims Commissioner, able to remove the property withont interfering
with the salving operations.

(¢) If it does not appear to a Claims Commigsioner that any person is
entitled to receive any such salved property, he shall report the fact to the
Agent to the Governor (General in Baluchistan and the property shall remain
in the possession of Government pending the decision of a competent aunthority
as to the right of possession thereof.

(5) For the purposes of the inquiry referred to im sub-section (3), a .
(laims Commissioner shall have the same powers of enforcing the attendance
of witnesses and compelling the produetion of evidence as are vested in ay 54904,
Court under the Code of Civil Procedure, 1908,

6. A Olaims Commissioner and any person acting under his orders for Uer;:ain Dersons
the purposes of this Law shall be deemed to be public servants within the ' b° Fublic

meaning of section 21 of the Indian Penal Code, 'mn?i

1860,
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No. 68. Report on the Lealth situation in Quetta by Lt.-Col. A. J. H. Russell, ILM.5,
Public Health Commissioner with the Government of India, dated the 19th

June 1935. :

By the time I reached Quetta on 13th June, the city had been ‘ sealed ’ for
several days and military and police guards were patrolling the whole perimeter.
The barbed wire entanglement round the sealed area was completed by the 14th
June. For several days prior to my arrival, the authorities had been actively
engaged in cvacualing sick, wounded and refugees and the railway officers
reported that by the night of the 14th June they had despatched by rail no less
than 31,500 persons. The immediate sealing of the city, after all injured
persons had heen collected and as many of the dead as could be detected had
been removed, aud the speedy evacuation of sick, wounded and refugees were in
my apinion botl wise decisions from the health point of view. They were indeed
essential if health conditions were to be maintained at any reasonable standard
and at the moment they have reduced the health problems in the devastated

areas to practicable proportions.

2. The vpopulation remaining in Quetta may be divided into five groups :
(1) the military cantonment occupied by troops and their families, (2) the civil
residential area which lies round the Residency, (3) the railway colony, (4) the
refugee camp situated on the race course, and (5) the villages lying within a
radius of three miles round the town and cantonment.

3. I need not comment on the cantonment area as that is effeetively eon-

trolled by the miliiary medieal anthorities. By the 13th June a considerable
deg(re)e of sanitary control had already been organised in regard to areas (2)
to (5).
In the civil residential area every person is living under canvas and suitable
_arrangements have been made for water supply and conservaney. The refugee
camp has been meantime located on the race course which at this time of year
provides a dry non-malarious site, although these conditions may mnot prevail
during the usual rainy months of July and Augnst. About 5,000 persong are in
residence in this camp and suitable public health arrangements have been
carried out under the supervision of Major Nicol, I.M.S., Assistant Director of
Public Health, Punjab, who has on my advice been given the title of ¢ Chief
Health Officer * of the earthquake area. The railway authorities have insisted
on the necessity for accommodating their staffs in the vicinity of the station
yard and five eamps in different parts of their colony provide for the whole of
their' employees with their families. Suitable sanitary and conservaney arrange-
ments have been made and the management of each camp is meantime in the
hands of a military non-commissioned officer. The military authorities may be
compelled shortly to withdraw these camp commandants, but Dr. Cairns, the
Chief Medical Officer of the North-Western Railway, has assured me that other
suitable arrangements will be made in this respect. As these railway camps
are at present somewhat congested, it would be advisable for health reasons to
evacnate as many as possible of the women and children now residing there.
Outlying villages and hamlets within the 3 mile limit have been brought under
the control of a suifable health staff.

4. Before Major Nicol reached Quetta on 10th June, the military medical
authorities had laid the foundations of a sound public health organisation hoth
in the refugee camp and in the occupied areas round the Resideney. This orga-
nisation was expanded to some extent between the 10th and 13th June with
assistance from the railway authorities and by utilising other available staff,
Before I left, 9 district medical officers of health from the Punjab, a number of
sanitary inspectors and additional sweepers had arrived, whist a Sanitary
Company provided by the military authorities was also at work. I have no
hesitation in stating that the health organisation in all the ocoupied areas iz now

both suitable and efficient. ) "
5. The water supply for the civil residential area was originally carried m |
pipes passing lh1'01lg%pt{e city, but the speedy realignment of a water main cut
out the city and ensured a pure supply to this area and to the refugee camp.
‘Water for the railway eamps is being supplied from an artesian well belonging
to the railway. Bacteriological examinations of samples of the piped supply
taken at different points show that the water possesses a high degree of purity.
The waler for the refngee camp is distributed to gromps of water tanks con-
veniently situated in different parts of the camp and suppheg are satisfactory

in every respect.
L15DPIL
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most of the small outlying villages sanitation was non-existent and water
auppll?es unsafe. A suitableyheilth staff is now undertaking thelr sanitation,
water supplies are being chlorinated or otherwise treated, a close wateh is being
kept for infectious disease and later on anti-malaria work will be carried out
where necessary. '

6. In the refagee camp, a hospital for men has been organised and is under
the charge of the civil surgeon ; another hospital for women and children was
organised by Dr. Ruth Young and it is now under the charge of an officer of the
W. M. S. These hospitals are more than sufficient to meet present needs. So
far no infections or water-borne disease has appeared except one dc_mbtful case
of modified smallpox and two of mild dysentery. These have been isolated and
meantime there seems to be little danger of an outbreak of dangerous disease
so long. as {he present precautions are maintained. An infectious diseases
hospital capable of accommodating 30—¥80 cases and consisting of two blocks of
tents, for cholera and smallpox respectively, has however been erected about
23 miles along the Sar-i-ab road. The hospital is under the charge of a medical
officer of health and has been provided with a suitable staff for nursing and for
sanitation. A Portable Thresh Disinfector has been installed.

7. At my suggestion, every person in the refugee camp has been vaccinated
against smallpox and inoculated against cholera, supplies of vaccine lymph and
anti-cholera vaceine having been made available by the military authorities.
The whole population in the camp is therefore now adequately protected against
these epidemic diseases. :

8. Milk supplies have been abundant throughout and a large dairy farm in
which some 800 cattle are housed has been opened at a site 4% miles out on the
Sar-i-ab Road. This will obviate the objection to its former proximity fo the
Isolation Hospital. The sanitation of the dairy farm is being carried out by a

santtary ingpcetor and a suitable conservancy staff under the supervision of one
of the medical officers of health. .

9. Medical and sanitary stores and equipment (including tents) have so far
been supplied by, the military authorities. It is very desirable that the civil
authorities should make early arrangements for, continnous and adequate
supplies of disinfecrants, ete., required by the Chief Health Officer.

10. During the period of military control, military officers have been
responsible for the arrangements under which entry to the Quetta area has been
rigidly restricted. ¥or health reasons, if for no other, these restrictions should
meantime be maintained and no unauthorised person should be permitted to
proceed beyond Sibi. ’

11. The gencral health arrangements now in foree are in my opinion ade-
quate to meet all emergencies and I am satisfied that the health staff is eapuble
of maintaining satisfactorily the health of the communities under their charge.

I may add that it has been decided to remove the refugee eamp from the
Tace course {o an excellent site three miles to the west of Quetta and lying below
the Brewery. This site has been regularly used for military camps ; it has an
abundant and pure water supply and is comparatively free from malaria. The
move should be effected as soon as possible, as this will not only be to the direct
advantage of the refugees but will remove them to a safe distance from any
healih nuisance emanating from the city. The transfer should not, however,
be made until the new eamp is completely ready for oceupation and is provided
with all sanitary and other requirements.

Dfsposal of bodies and carcasses.

12. One of 1he most urgent problems facing those who took over emergent
control of the civil areas lying around the city was the disposal of bodies and
carcasses which very soon began to decompose and cause offence, Bodies and
carcasses which were totally exposed were speedily dealt with, but it was only
when decomposition began that those superficially buried could be detected. 1
was rightly eonsidered to be of extreme importance to deal at onee with this
menace to health and the extent of the problem nmay be gauged from the fact that

some 50 human bodies and 200 animal carcasses were disinterred and disposged of

between the 11th and 14th June. Even with the protection afforded by gas
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masks and thick leather gloves those who undertook the work of exhumation and
removal were given a gruesome and repulsive task but it was one which had to
be undertaken in order to protect the health of those compelled to live in the
areas in which the bodies were lying. By the evening of 16th June, the ocenpied
areas lying within a three mile radius of the Residency were cleared of all bodies
and carcasses causing an immediate nuisance. Any bodies remaining are so
deeply buried in the ruins that at present at least they are causing no offence,
although it is possible that as decomposition proeeeds further exhumation will
have to be undertaken,

13. Experience has already shown that it is possible to trace fairly accu-
rately the whereabouts of a body cansing offence and that it takes from 1 to 5
hours to locate, uncover and remove it. It has also been noticed that a number
of bodies may be buried in a limited area of ruins without -ausing offence,
although the opposite also holds good, and in certain instances intense nuisance
has arisen fromn hodies found to be buried deeply. The state of decomposition
even in a narrow area has also been found to vary within wide limits, this de-
pending probably on the depth and nature of the material with which the bodies
were covered. Flies have been found breeding freely on every body and as
these insects were able to find an entrance, so can the newly-bred flies gain an
exit and become a dangerous pest. Amnother point worth noting is that even
where there is no vested interest at stake the numbers and position of bodies
may be inaccurately described. - For example, the police roll-call musters indi-
cated the presence of two bodies in the ruins of a certain house ; in actual fact,
5 were found. These fazts must be borne in mind when the question of salvage
in the ¢ sealed ' aren is taken info comsideration.

Salvage of the city area.

14, The question of salvage in the ¢ sealed ’ city is one which has demanded
considerable thought and I have taken the opportunity afforded by my visit
to Quetta of consulting every eivil and military authiority who could assist me
in arriving at a conclusion.

In the first place it seemed essential to try o obtain even an approximate
estimate of {he number of bodies remaining buried in the ruins of the city. The
summer population of Quetta, including city, cantonment, ete., may, I think, be
taken to have been somewhere between 66,000 and 70,000, this approxima-
tion having been reached by using the 1931 census figures along with other
faets pointing to a recent large increase in numbers in the city. Between- the
31st May and 14th June, the railway aunthorities evacunated by train approxi-
mately 31,500 persons,—sick, wounded and refugees ; the estimated numbers of
Indian and European troops and their families in the cantonment may be taken
as about 12,000 ; the refugees now living in the race course camp number
approximately 5,000 ; the railway camps contain about 3,500 persons ; and the
records kept by the officer in charge show that about 2,500 dead bodies were
dealt with, These five figures reach a total of about 54,500 ; the inference is
that between 12,000 and 16,000 human bodies are lying buried in the ruins of
the city, whilst account must also be taken of hundreds, if not thousands, of
animal carcasses. These figures are admittedly mere approximations and it is
possible they may he wrong by several thousands, but, even so, they give a clear
enough idea of the grim prohlem fo be faced when salvage is begun. )

15, I was present at a number of exhumations carried out in the oecupied
areas round the Resideney between the 14th and 16th June and, supported to
some extent by this experience, I am of opinion that it would be undesirable at
present to undertake exhumations on any eztensive scale because of the
nuisance which would inevitably arise from stench and flies. At the present
moment the c¢ily is comparatively inoffensive, this being probably due to the fact
that the bodies remaining in the sealed area are all more or less deeply buried
in the ruins. Indeed, during my inspection of the city, the comparative absence
of foul odours was to me a matter of some surprise. -«

16. For health reasons alone, it would be undesirable at present to reeruit
a labour force exceeding 3,000 ; the accommodation, sanitation, conservancy,
food and water supplies required for any such force will demand eareful
planning and will meantime add to the existing diffienlties. Moreover, whilst it
I8 unnecessary to po into details regarding the equipment required for the
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salvage operations, for the labour corps and for other persons who will have to
be present, gas masks, disinfectants, ete., will obviously be necessary.

17. Although, however, I cannot recommend any immediate large scale
operations, in I'%l‘j?’ opinion there are certain parts of the enclosed area in which
salvage conld be begun without much delay and without causing any serious
menace to health. These areas include the shopping cenfres in Bruce Road
and St. John Road which were oceupied by large Indian and European stores,
Many of the buildings in these roads were of two storeys, but I understand that
few, if any, of the upper storeys were used for residential purposes. As soon
as a suitable labour corps with the necessary equipment has been organised,
salvage work might be commenced along these roads. A few bodies will
probably be unearthed. but I do not anticipate the discovery of such numbers as
would compel cessation of the work, provided suitable sanitary arrangements
were in existence for their immediate removal and disposal.

18. T'wo other areas might, I think, be also taken in hand as soon as the
labour forees and equipment are provided. These include the higher lying parts
of Nachari and Kansi. sitnated in the eastern quarter .of the enclosed area.
These suburban parts suffered less damage than the main bazaar whilst com-
paratively few casnalties occurred. They also contain large vegetable and
fruit gardens which are at present enclosed inside the barbed wire entangle-
ment and if the houses were salvaged and bodies removed, these gardens could
be opened up and given over to cultivation. Another advantage to be derived
from the salving of the latter areas would be a considerable reduction in the
length of the perimeter of the ¢ sealed * area with a corresponding reduction in
the number of guards required to patrol the boundary.

19. Depending on the size of the labour force available, it may be possible,
simultaneously with the above operations, to begin to clear the wider roads and
streets. These are all at present blocked with fallen material and in my opinion
it will be impossible to salvage the property in the adjacent ruined houses until
this clearance is effected. Owing to the erowded nature of the city, it is prob-
able that mast of this material will have to be removed outside its boundaries
and this work will inevitably take a considerable period before it can be com-
pleted. Bodies will almost certainly be discovered during the clearance of these
wider thoroughfares, but in my estimation these will not he large in nnmber and
their removal and disposal should give rise to comparatively little nuisance.
Once this clearance has been effected, the salvage of one or fwo honses might
be tried out, as an experimental measure only, in order to determine the pos-
sibility of general salvage work.

20. On the other hand, the narrower roads and lanes in the densely popu-
lated parts of the bazaar present a much more difficult problem. They are
covered to considerable depths with large quantities of bricks, rubble, ete., and
numbers of hodies are probably buried under this debris, as it is likely that
many persons who had effected a successful escape from their dwellings were
killed outside by the collapsing walls, In these dense areas, where the lancs
were only 6 to 8 feet wide or even less and where the majority of the dead no
doubt lie, it does not seem to me to be possible to do any salvage for some months
beeause of the time which preliminary clearance of the wider roads and streets
will necessarily take and beeause of the danger to health from the simultaneous
exposure of large numbers of bodies. For these reasons, it is doubtful if any
salvage can he undertaken in those areas before the advent of the winter season.
This 1mplies the_postponement of salvage until Mareh, 1936, when the Quetta
winter is over. Even then, I am unwilling at the moment to say more than that
experimental excavations should be conducted in the first instance in order to
determine whether the work could proceed without danger to the health of the
community living in the vicinity.

. 2L In eoncluding this report, I hope it will not be considered an imper-
tinence on my part to give expression fo my deep admiration for the splendid
work done by every one during the days immediately following the disaster.
Within a short space of time, order was evolved from chaocs and organised
relief was available to all survivers, Nor can I refrain from making special
mention of the splendid work done by parties of Rover Seouts, under the
direction of Mr. Hogg of Lahore. These lads have without exception given
devoted service under exceptionally difficult and trying eircumstances, - ‘
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No. 69. Geological Account of the Earthquake and its Origin by Mr. W. D. Woest,
_ Geological Survey of India,

{Published with the sanction of the Director, Geological Survey of India.)

The earthquake which devasted Quetta and the surrounding country on
" May 31st must rank, from the point of view of the mortality sustained, as the
most disastrons earthquake that has visited India within historic times, the
nearcst approach to it being the Kangra earthquake of 1905, when 20,000 people
perished. But from the point of view of the size of the area over which the
shock was aclually fell, it must take a less prominent place. Though the area
affected has not yet been accurately estimated, it is likely to have been less
than 300,000 square miles. This figure may be compared with the 1,900,000
square miles for the North Bibar earthquake last year, with the 1,625,000 square
miles for the Kangra earthquake of 1905, and with the 1,750,000 square miles_for
the Assam earthquake of 1897, .

Previous Earthquakes in Baluchistan,
L BOMBAY

Baluchistan has always been subject to earthquakes, some of which have
been of comsiderable severity. Previous to the present one, the most severe
have beeu the earthquake of 1892, located near Chaman ; that of 1909, which
destroyed many villages in the plains south of Sibi; and the two earthquakes
of 1931, the first. of which, on August 25th, was located at Sharigh, some 40
miles east of Quetta, and the second and much severer, on August 27th, down
the Bolan Pass, south-east of Quetta,

Time and Pogition of the Earthquake,

- The Quetta earthquake occurred at approximately 3-02 am. on May 31st.
The epicentral area, where the greatest destruction was wronght, is approxi-
mately 70 miles long and 15 miles wide, and lies along a narrow belt stretching
from Quetta, through Mastung, to half way between Mastung and Kalat.
Kalat itself was lees severely affected than places further north. | '

- Perhaps the most atri,kin% feature of the earthquake was the very short
time that it lasted, probably less than half a minute. During this time the
ground was viciously shaken in a horizontal plane at a high speed. The motion
was -deseribed by many as being like a terrier ghaking a rat. The intensity
of the shock was snch that it is reported to have thrown the seismograph’ at
Caleutts out of adjustment, though situated at a distance of some 1,400 miles
from Quetita. = : .

A Shallow Focus,

In spite of the great intensity of the shock within the epicentral area, the
rapidity- avith which its effect rapidly diminished away from that area was
very striking. © This seems to be a characteristic feature of earthquakes in
Balichistan, and suggests that the focus, or place of origin, of the earthquake
Wwas not very deep beneath the surface, possibly not more than a mile o two.

‘No Connection with Voloanic Action

Another feature of the Quetta earthquake, which led many to conclude
that it-had a voleanic origin, was the large number of rock falls that ocenrred
on the surrounding mountains, and espeeially on Chiltan, the prominent moun-
fain sorae 13 miles south-west of Quetta. The clonds of dust which arose after
these falls, and which were most spectacular at the time of the severe after-
ghock which ocenrred on the aftermoon of June 2nd, were mistaken by many-
for ¢ smoke ’ issning from a voleano, It may be definitely stated, however, that
there are no active volcanoes in any part of the Indian Empire, and the inhabi-
tants of Baluchistan may rest assured that there is not the slightest likelihood
of voleanie netivity breaking out in this part of Indin, These rockfalls, which
have searred the face of Chiltan and the neighbouring mountding in many

laces were the result of the severe shaking which the mountains sustained
during ihe earthquake and subsequent aftershocks. In other words the rock
falla were not the cause of the earthquake, but one of the results of it. The
earthqiinke must have originated at a much greater depth. :
- LASDPL
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' An Eruption of Mud.

Other feulures of interest include a line of ﬁssgring in ghe alluvium
extending on and off for over 70 miles, from the south side of Chiltan to near
Kalat ; the crumpling of the railway line two miles west of Mastung Road
Station ; and the eruption of a considerable quantity of mud at a place some
15 miles south of Kalat. The fissure mentioned is a purely surface phenome-
non affecting the alluvium only and does not traverse the underlying rocks.

. The Earthquake Zone of India.

To understand the origin of earthquakes in India it is necessary to say a’
word or two concerning what may be termed the architecture or geological
structure of India. (eologically, India and the surrounding countries may he
divided into three ‘distinet parts. Central and southern India, south of the
alluvial plains of the Indus and the Ganges, is a very old and stable part of the
earth’s erust, composed for the most part of massive rocks which have under-
gone no folding since the remotest times. This part of India is free from
gevere earthquakes. To the north of the Himalayas and their agsociated moun~
tain ranges there oceurs another stable area forming Central Asia. In hetween
these two stable blocks there occur the Himalayas and the alluvial plains bor-
dering them to the south. To this area belong also the Burmese mountains and
the mountains of Baluchistan and Persia. Tt is along this belt that nearly all-
Indian earthquakes are located. : : » S

Himalayas once beneath the Sea.

For a very long time this central area was the site of a long shallow sca,
in which soft marine deposits were laid down. Latterly, during comparatively
recont times, the stable continental area of Central Asia moved towards India,
with the result that the soft marine deposits in between hecame compressed ‘and
folded into the mountains that we see at the present day, and which surround-
India on ils north-west, north and north-east sides. The movement may be’
likened to the jaws of vice closing ‘and compressing some soft material .in
between. At first the rocks. fold, Then, when the compression becomes more
acute, they vield by fracturing, and a large mass of rock perhaps several eubie
miles in volume may become driven over another mass in front of it.. This
movement very probably takes place in jerks, and it is generally believed that
it is-some such sudden movement which is the cavse of the great majority of
eartlquakes. Whatever the exact truth may be, the fact remains that eevere
earthquakes in India are confined in their distribution to those comparatively,
new mountains around the northern flanks of India, and to the alluvial plains:
bordering them, whereas the stable block of Peninsular India, in which ne
folding or mountain formation has recently taken place, ig practically free from
earthqnakes. - L

. Origin of Baluchistan Earthquakes, .- .. S

" Coming now to Baluchistan iteelf, the facts are very interesting. ' The hills
of Baluchistan have been folded by a compression coming from the north west,
In othér words the softer rocks have been folded and pushed south-eastwards
towards the rest of India, in the way that a person might push a cloth bn a
table horizontally, causing the cloth to pucker up into long folds in front of
Iug baud. If, however, we examine in more detail the general lie of the moun-
tain ranges between Peshawar and Karachi, we find that the alignwment of the-
mountains is not a straight line, but is abruptly disturbed by a marked re-
entrant angle ranning up through Sibi to Quetts, with its apex near Quetta.
It almost appears as though some obstacle were holding up the free movement
of the mountain folds towards the south-east. It is not possible to tell the
shape of the northern edge of Peninsular India, where it abutg against the
soft marine rocks because it is covered up by the thick alluvial deposits of the
Indus and the Ganges. But it is probable that this northern edge is irregular
in shape, and it may be that a wedge-like promontory of Peninsular India
estends up townrds Sibi beneath the alluvial covering, and is acting as an
obstacle to the free movement of the mountain folds, causing this very striking
re-entrant angle in the alignment of the mountains. If this suggestion ~ is
correct, then it i3 clear that the rocks at the apex of this angle must he in &
condition of great strain ; and it is possibly the sudden yielding of the rocks as

- & result of this strain which causes the numero ich vigit this:
part of Belaohral es the numerous earthquakes which vigit thig:
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" Future Earthquakes in Baluchistan.

As regards Quetta and the possibility of further severe earthquakes, this
much may be said. If the movement which caused the recent earthquake be
regarded as having afforded relief to the accumulated strains within the rocks
of that area, then further earthquakes are unlikely to be located again along
the Quetta-Mastang line for a long fime to come. Should more earthquakes
visit Baluchistan in the near future, the probability is that they will be located
in some other part of the country where the straing have not been relieved by
the present earthqualke, though of course they may be felt to some extent at
Quetta. It seems clear, however, that the correct way of anticipating further
earthquakes and of minimising their disastroms effects, both in Baluchistan
and elsewhere in India, i to construet buildings which will withstand these
gevere shocks,

The 26th July 1935.
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QUETTA EARTHQUAKE.

Comments by the English-printed Press in India.
Tribune.

No. 70. X It is gratifying to ;lqte that both official and un-official India have promptly H. E. The
realised this need. The Viceroy has issued a feeling appeal in which no attempt Viceroy's

is made to conceal or minimise the nature and magnitude of the disaster,’ Relief Fund.
(5th June.)

Bombay Chronicle.

“ We are glad that the Viceroy has taken the initiative, and we congratu-
late His Excellency on the promptitude with which he has opened his Fund
for the Relicf of Baluchistan and its people . . . .’ (6th June.)

National Call.

¢ The communigqué issned by the Government of India on the manner in
which the Viceroy’s earthquake relief fund will be administered should com-
mend itself to all sections of opinion in the country. . . . .» ¢ The general
principles of relief as laid down in the communiqné seem to be snch as to
ensure the proper utilisation of the fund, and one ean reasonably hope that the

. case of the really needy will not go by default.’”” (29th June.)

Hindustan Times.

‘ By 5-30 am (on the day of the earthquake}, the first platoon of Troops, Rescue snd
consisting of a party of Sappers and Miners, and Gunners arrived and started Reliet Work.
digging as a result of which more living than dead people were picked up.

Nearly 3,000 injured were taken to the Indian Military Igospital and medical
aid was immediately administered.’”” (6th June,)

¢ On the second day, the Military, who had to assume contrel as the Police
Torce had been wiped out completely, divided the City into definite distriets
b2

« Qystematic evacuation went on uninterrupted. As all the food stnff of
the City had been desiroyed, the Military supplied the survivors with food
from their stores.”” (6th June.) ,

¢ All available soldiers and reserve Air Force are used for reseue work.
Lorries and private cars are also available. The report that the Pathans rushed
to the City is coniradicted as a cordon of Cavalry was thrown round the outskirts
of the City on the first night.”’ (6th June.) .

“ The task of feeding thonsands of victims and others, bosides -meeting the
requirements of the Military is managed with clock-like regularity.’’ {6th June.) -

¢ 'We hope the bitterness of politics will not be allowed {o creep into this
humanitarian undertaking, nor that political suspicion would be permitted to mar
the spirit of co-operation that exists. As far as Quetta is concerned, there can
be no flavour of racialism and polilics.” (6th June.)

“ All tile Quetta refugees sent to the Civil Hospital are getting all possible
help from the Hospital Staff.”” (6th June.)

National Call.

¢ The soldiers were to be seen everywhere and they tried to pull out as
many corpses as possible.”” (Special Correspondent’s Article—6th June.)

* We do not doubt for a moment of the Government of India’s concern for
the Quetta victims.”’ (4th July.)

Amrita Bagar Patrika,

‘“ As regards relief, the action of the authorities has been very prompt,
probably because of the faet that Quetta happens to be an jmportant military

station with a large army in which the British element was not inconsiderable.?’
(5th June.)}
L16DPI
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Bombay Chronicle.

¢ Phousands of soldiers—British and Indian—were mobilised with the
utmost expedition to alleviate urgent distress, The resene of the wounded and
buried and their removal to hospital was attended to at once, and the efficient
and scientific work speedily organised by the Military cannot be too highly
commended. : ‘ oo

Platoons consisting of Sappers, Miners and gunners arrived in the ecity
and began digging instantly. The dying and the dead under the debris were
extricated. Thousands of civilians tragijed under the ruins were rescued alive.”
(Extract from a Stalement made by Mr. Sham Lal, Municipal Commissioner,
Multan, who visited Quetta—20th June.) :

¢ In the eircumstances of utter ruin disclosed to the eye, with all passages
gutted and even the highway strewn with the debris of buildings, the handicap
under which rescue work had to be carried out by the military appeared to be
formidable enough. On the top of that, breakdown of lights on that piteh dark
night enhanced the difficulties of the rescues. All over the station the telephone
service had also failed. Jt was only tongues of fire seen from afar which gave
the military an intimation of the disaster in the City. Uunder half an hour of
the disaster the troops were on the scene, busy doing resene work which ean be *
called lightning work.”” {Quetta Correspondent’s Article—12th June.)

Daily Gazeite,

“ Thanks to the rapidity and efficiency with which Government tackled the
problem of relief to the victims of the terrible Quetta Earthquake—{rom within
a few minutes of the enactment of the ap};lalling tragedy, up to the present
moment, when all the immediate needs of the unfortunate victims have been
fully attended to,~the very utmost that could be done, has been done. An offi-
cial inspection of the Relief Camps and Hospitals in Shikarpur, in Sukkur, and
in Xarachi has satisfied all eoncerned that the position of the vietims is, for the
moment, as comfortable as human forethought and human skill can make it.””
(25th June.) ,

¢ T am much surprised to see eertain people criticising the Military Autho-
rities, which is most deplorable. While at Quetta, I had the occasion to study
the arrangements made and I have nothing but the highest praise for the autho-
rities.”” (Extract from a Statement by Mr. Fida Husain M. Quettawalla, a
Karachi merchant—156th June.)

Civil and Military Gazette,

“ Every assurance may be given that the military anthorities are acquitting
themselves gallantly in the tremendous task with which they have been entrusted.
Ag this is being written and as it is read, thonsands are slaving in the roins that

were Quetta on the gruesome work of extricating the dead and giving them
burial.” (5th June.) '

‘ The military aunthorities have had to * pool’’ their medical supplies
and they have been using them for the relief of the sufferers. Medical supplies
have been arriving by aeroplanes and one has fo hear the stories of the survivors
of the earthquake to realise how the military authorities have been attending
to those injured, extricating those buried under the debris and, what ig infinitely
I(%O;e fiﬂicl)ﬂt, policing the entire city and supplying all survivors with food.?’

th June. S oo . :

‘It was the Indian element that was complelely overwhelmed by the dis-
aster. Burvivors have volunteered the information to me that many of them

in the bazars would never have come out alive if British soldiers had not
come to their reseue.’” (7th June.)

¢ Within a quarter of an hour of the subsidence of the earthquake, parties
of British soldiers under British Officers were doing truly heroic reseue work in
the ruins of the bazar and the Indian quarters of the city. Tt was not among
the European victims of the carthquake but among "Indians that the reseue
operations were concentrated.” (7th June.) :

Statesman.

‘ The G. Q. C. has not allowed a day to pass from the opening of the cam
(on the Race Course), withont visiting it every morning m?d atéxfding cnuﬂg

ecously and sympathetically to everyone who comes up to talk ahout his difficul-
ties.”” (21st June,)
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Hindustan Times. \

“ High Police and Civil Officers made the most elaborate arrangementsEvacuation and
for detrainment of 1,900 refugees arriving from Quetta by the first relief train. Treatment of
.+ +« . Those wighing {0 go home were provided therefox, and others Refugees.
were afforded lodging, ete., under the supervision of the Government and Red
Cross and other relief organisations.” (5th June.)

‘¢ Evacuation commenced on the first day and is proceeding with increasing
rapidity daily.”” (6th June.)

‘“ A number of special trains is leaving Quetta daily. Enquiries from
passengers showed that they were extremely satisfied. Some acknowledged
?lsltlltlm;iasti;:ally the arrangements made by the authorities for their comfort.”’

th June,

Tribune. o ,
“The Military . . . . placed at the disposal of the refugees all their
rations. . . . . If the Military had not supplied the rations to the people,

half of the survivors would have died of hunger.” .(20th June.)

““ The refugees who left Quetta from 8th June onwards were given cash
varying from five rupees to twenty-five rupees each for expenses during
journey.’’ (Extracts from a Statement made by Mr, Sham Lal, Municipal
Commissioner, Multan—20th June.)

National Cell,

‘“ The work of evacuating the bazar and Indian quarters is proceeding un-
ceasingly. Scores of military lorries are carrying people left alive with their
goods and chattels to the big refugee camp at the race-course.” (Special Cor-
respondent’s Article—6th June—See also Civil and Military Gazette—dth June.)

Sind Obsérvet'.

¢ The camp (on the Race Course), is well equipped and hundreds of tents
have been pitched on it. Each family has a decent and large enough tent given
to it. As the nights are extremely chilly, plenty of neat Army blankets have
been distributed for the use of the refugees. All other necessities are being
supplied. Provigions or cooked-food are given {wice daily. The sanitary arrange-
ments are very adequate.’”’ (Extract from Statement by Dewan Bahadur
J. Punjabi, the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Alibuksh and Seth Chainrai—11th June.)

Daily Gazetie.

“ Every survivor who reaches here is unstinting in praise of the unceasing
and unselfish work that government civil and military officials and the troops at
Quetta are doing in this time of catastrophe.”” (8th June.) c

Hindustan Times.

“'We do not question the correctness of Government’s action in preventing Ban on Entry
curions visitors or foo many un-official helpers from entering Quetta, as f,heil’]m fﬁq'il:lmne'ﬁ q
unregulated influx of visitors cannot but interfere with discipline, and discipline p 385 5

is very necessary in relief work.” (7th June.) Visitors.

“ J'rom my experience of the siluation in Quefta, I am convinced that the
Authorities acted wisely in banning entry of outsiders into Quetta, as otherwise
rations would have been exhansted, causing a serious situation. The help
rendered by the Military was really splemded . . . .’* (Exiract from State-
ment by Mr. Sham Lal, Municipal Commissioner of Mnltan—16th June—A

similar Statement was published in the Tribune of the 20th June.)

Free Press Journal.

“ With all the wealth of Quetta lying buried in the debris, we can appre-
ciate the need of circumspection in allowing the eniry of - outsiders into the
ruined city.’’ (9th June.) ‘ ‘

Forward. :

** The Government may have good reasons to_take some steps to regulate
the entry of outsiders into the devastated area. Probability of the failure of
water and food supply as well as of infection are strong reasons why any and
every person should not be -allowed entrance into Quetta.” (10th June.)
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Civil and Military Gazette. : g )

Patey ¢ Qhortage of supplies has rendered it imperative that visitors should be

ﬁx:‘t: gtm of excluded frori the earthquake area and many offers to help from organised
Unoficial Bellef .\io¢ s rties have perforce been refused for the same reason ; but some part of
Partios and the general anxiety must be relieved by the news that the help available is suffi-

fﬁ?& cient for the work in hand.”” (5th June.)
Hindustan Times.
:ﬂu&%ﬁx the ‘¢ In spite of the immensity of the task, all the arrangements made by the

Authorities are excellent.’” (6th June.} ook

¢ The letters and telegrams from the relatives of the dead or missing are
promptly and earefully attended to.”” (6th June.)

“ . _ . . Without the prompt and wonderful aid of the Military, rescue
work and medical aid could not have been carried on so eflectively, and many
lives would have been lost.”? (9th June.)

* The Authorities, overwhelmed by a sudden and unprecedented calamity.
have coped with the sitnation in a manner that today commands the gratefui
appreciation of the publie.”” (12th June.)

The following is the text of a Resolution passed by the survivin members of
the Quetta Municipality at a meeting held at Quetta on the 22nd June :—

‘¢ 'While mourning for the loss of life and property caused by the earth-
quake, the Commitiee express their heartfelt thanks to General
Karslake, General Officer Commanding, Western Command, his
officers and men of all services under his command for the prompt
and marvellons help rendered to the vietims of the earthquake
that devastated Quetta, their looking after the thousands of the in-
jured persons and providing shelter, clothes and medicines.’’

The Committee also expressed its gratitude to the North-Western Railway,
the administration of the neighbouring provineces and private individuals and
organizations in the various provinces for the service rendered.

The Resolution further denied all the allegations made in certain quarters
regarding the brutality of the troops. (24th June—Also referred to in Sind
Observer—25th June.) '

¢ The work of the Chief Commissioner of Railways, the concessions made
in'respect of transport and telegraph, the organisation of refugees’ supplies and
other emergency measures, have been of a standard that reflects eredit on Offi-
cers and Troops called to face a baffling emergency.” (12th June,)

Free Press Jowrnal,

“ The action and steps taken by the Civil and Military Authorities on the
spur of the wunexpected tiragedy, or even a week after the loss, in giving
all humanly possible relief to the dead, dying and living are simply
laudable and richly deserve praise from all quarters.”” (Extract from Special
Article by Mr. Nadir N. Gokal, AM.LE.—20th June.)

Bombay Chronicle,

“ After referring to criticism regarding the delay in issue of casualty lists
of Indjans, the paper says that ‘. . . . criticism in this sphere need not
t(igglagt h'o)m the praise due for the most prompt handling of the situation .’

une. : <

N atiaa‘ml Call.

‘8o far as Quetta is concerned, there might be serious dissatisfaction in
some quarters regarding Government ban against the entry of prominent non-
officials, but there iz a general feeling of appreciation at the manner in which the
authorities have shouldered their responsibility at Quetta, and how civilian and
military officials and men have responded with signal devotion to the call of duty.
If therefore, some papers have been less charitable, or have been unduly severe
in their eriticism, Government should have shown a.gpirit of broadmindedness,
since guch eritieism could not have minimised the appreciation Government have
generally received from the responsible press.”” (11th July.)
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Sind Observer,

““ Qur Special Correspondent praises the military for maintaining perfect
order amidst terrible chaos. There is no looting on,account of the vigilance of
the suthorities.” (4th June.)

“ Though martial law is in operation everywhere, the authorities are very
sympathetic and lax in enforcing the same, keeping themselves to reasonable
and safe limits.”’ (11th June.)

“'What these parties (of European and Indian soldiers) did and aceom-
plished was simply marvellous and it is doubtful if any other agency, official or
private, could have done anything equal to it.

T can only repeat what I have said in scores of leiters written to my rela-
tives and friends immediately I was able to communicate with them, that but
for the timely help of the military, the percentage of the survivors would have
been very small mndeed . . . .”> (KExtract from a letter from Rai Bahadur
Rama Nand, Retired Extra Assistant Commissioner—20th June.)

Forward.

“*'We do not doubt that Goverument have been doing their best . .
for the victims of the Quetta Earthquake.” (10th Jume.) |

Amrita Bazar Patrika. *

“ Once again, let it be said that the splendid aid which the Quetta military
rendered in {his great disaster ig fully appreciated by all Indians,’”’ (21st June.)

Daily Gazette.

“ If any other organisation than the Military had taken up the work it could
not have done so well.”” He added that the Military did its best and in spite of
rigid discilglix}e they were on the whole very sympathetic, (HExtract from State-

ment by Professor Jhamatmal Lakhasingh, a prominent Congressman of
Hydera{)ad, Bind—15th June.) o

Civil and Military Gazetle.

“ What the Military Authorities have been doing in Quetta since this dis-
aster of the first magnitude overwhelmed the city, constitutes record work,
which for directness of purpose, efficiency of execution and thoroughness in
detail will be a proud chapter in the history of the Army. . . . . In faect,
I tremble to think what would have become of the civil population after the
earthqunake if the staff of the Western Command and the Balnchistan and
District Headquarters had not promptly taken the threads of the administration

in its hands.’” (Extract from Article by the paper’s Special Representative at
Quetta—~6th June.)

““ The messages from our special correspondent and from other sources,

. and the stories told by the survivors who have arrived in Lahore and other
. places bear eloquent testimony to the magnificent way in which the Army came
to the help of the stricken ¢ity and took complete echarge of the situation with-
out a moment’s avoidable delay when the civil administration and police force
had been almost wiped out of existence by the toll of death. The Punjab Gov-
ernment, too, deserves every credit for the promptitude and liberality with
which it has met and is meeting the call for every kind of assistance and reliaf
that it is possible to provide.’”” (6th June.)

‘ We have received reliable information from Quetta as some of our men
who have gone there have returned. They say that the military authorities
have been helpful and have done unique services to the sufferers by looking
after the survivors, affording them all passible relief and comfort, and reseumng
the buried persons who were yet alive. Men of hirh social pesition and resi-
dents of Quetta have given me a most praiseworthy report of the kind and
sympathetic treatment meted all round to the public bv high military authorl-
ties, But for the help of the military those left alive would have
perished - for want of protection and provision of food. Thonsﬂ‘}?.s
of blankets and tons of food materials weve distributed by the ";\’H
tary authorities to the survivors. Ambulance lorries in hundreds wtél' f’) ¢
day and night to carry the injured to the hospital and thousands

soldiers, Indian and European, were enthusiastically working in rescuing tué
LISDE!
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i henever they could trace them.” (Extract from a Statement
g;riggi g;zﬁgxéi;v Drlfl Mahara? Krishan Kapur, Secretary of the Punjab Quetta
Relief Fund Committee~12th June.)

s Fvery possible praise musi be given to the great and noble work of rescue,
carriedE;ft }:nlljder the gmst diffieult and appalling circumstances, by the M{l%tary
of all ranks. One shudders to think of what might have happened 1ﬁ the Military
authorities had not risen to the oceasion so promptly,*and organised, as they
alone are capable of doing, the relief and rescne work.”” (Extract from a State-
ment made by Nawabzada Khurshid Ali Khan—23rd June.)

Statesman.

“ Amid the terror fine work has been done, and those who read of it may
well be proud in their grief. The soldiers were put at once and took charge,
acting as police and rescuers, bringing confidence to the bewildered and up-
nerved, getting survivors out of the deb}'ls, taking precauntions against the spread
of panic and disease. British and Indian troops have won equal gratitude and
commendation.” (5th June.)

¢ The refugees themselves tell of the admirable work done by the military
on the spot, whose nerves must have been as severely attacked by the disaster
as those of any others.”” (10th June.)

“Tt (the military administration) has been a remarkable achievement and
has earned praise from every sort of eye-witness, if a certain amount of eriticism
from distant eommentators . . . . Head the miilitary not been on the spot to
take charge (they began salvage work and the organization of relief 20 minutes
after the disaster ocemrred) the situation would have been incomparably more
terrible even than it was.” (20th June.)

Bombay Chronicle.

“The work done by the wives and danghters of officers from the staff
college, the women from ountside the military area and the norses who came
from the Punjub by aeroplanes is beyond all praise. They did not spare
themselves in the humanitarian task of belping the victims. These ministering
angels cheerfully performed even the duties of the sweepers.”” (Extract from

a Statement by Mr. Sham Lal, Municipal Commissioner, Multan, who visited
Quetta—20th June.)

Civil and Military Gazette.

* ¢ That all such accasations are imaginary and without any foundation is
amply proved by the statements of numerous refugees, whom I have met both
at Lahore and Amritsar, including some of the friends who have arrived from
Quetta, They pay the highest tributes to the efficient manner in which the
Military and the Red Cross organised their work of rendering every possible
help to the injured and the dead in this gigantic task, not infrequently at great
personal risk.”” (Extraet from a letter from Mr. Gu R. Sethi, Municipal Com-

missioner, Amritsar, referring to accusations made against the troops—=21st
June.)

Hindustan Times.
‘ No serious damage has been done to the pipe line, All the minor

g:pplr. Lighting, bursts were promptly repaired by the Boyal Engineers.” (6th June.)

Civil and Military Gazelte.

. ‘“Nothing was overlooked, not even the problem of the lighting -of the
city, Hospitals had electric light on Friday night (31st May) and the
earthquake has made no difference to the city so far as supplies of current

and water are concerned.” (Extract from Article by the paper’s Special
Representative at Quetta—6th June.)

‘* Quetta has not had the horror of starvation added to the horror of the
earthquake, because the military authorities foresaw the danger of indiseri-
minate ingress into Quetta of people from Sind, the Punjab and other parts of
India to look for missing friends and relations. They also commandeered all
food supplies, including those in officers’ messes, and initiated the system of

rations. immediately after the earthquake. The peril of starvation has, thus,
been warded off. ' :
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With the question of food supplies, the military authorities also took
immediate account of the problem of water supply-—a serious one in Quetta—
and the problem of electric current for lighting. Both these problems could
not wait until the authorities had prepared a death-roll or completed rescue
or salvage operations.”” (7th June.)

Statesman, .

“ Prompt attention to rationing has made the food supply safe for the
present at the cost of the soldiers, British and Indian, Water is adequate,
though the continuing shocks may interfere with the supply.’’ (5th June.)

Hindustan Times.

¢ The Railway Staff has suffered heavy casualfies, but except for a fewTransport, Traffic
i(_nevitable delays, specials run in time. The number is being increased daily.?’ and Telegraphs.
6th June.) : : C .

Civil and Military Gazette.

¢ The military anthorities commandeered all motor vehicles, and these,
with others from the Army Motor Transport Department, including many new
ones kept in reserve, were immediately employed for removing the survivors
to rest camps. This involved an organised procession of motor vehicles for
garrying the survivors and their salvaged belongings fo rest camps. British
troops regulated the traffie.”” (7th June.) ‘

* The promptitude with which telegraphic communication was restored
was one of the most notable achievements at Quetta and every ecredit must
be given to the sorely tried staff of the Posts and Telegraphs Department,
who had suffered so heavily themselves from the effects of the disaster, for
the manner in which this was eifected, but they themselves wounld be the first
to admit that they could not possibly have coped with the appalling situation
that presented itself but for the generous and whole-hearted assistance they
reaeiv‘ed from the Army.”” (2nd July.) ‘

Hindustan Times.

“ . . . Supervision over property under the debris was very strict, Protection of
and only one case came to my knowledge, in which a Sepoy was suspected of 18’:‘;1’“23’ and
" having tampered with a trunk and was immediately punished.” (Statement Vage.
by Mr. Sham Lal, Advocate and Municipal Commissioner of- Multan—I16th
June,)

t¢ Balvage of property is proceedl:ng by means of organised excavation.
The debris is being removed systematically. The task i's immense and it will
take months to complete.”’ (6th June.)

Bombay Chromnicle, * _

“ We can appreciate their suspension (salvage operations), owing to the
appalling stench and grave risk of infection.”” (8th June.)
Statesmon.

“In Quetta itself, there is at the moment nothing for private relief
workers to do. The town is deseried and the authorities are necessarily
waiting until the stench has sufficiently abated for salvage work to be resumed
and wuntil they have the views of the Public Health Commissioner, who is
studying the situation at first hand.’” (15th June.)

Free Press Journal.

Information Bureau (at Simla) funetioning all night to answer telephonePress Facilities.
enquiries from Press Representatives and other persons. (20th June.)

Bombay Chronicle,

“Tt must be admitted that every possible facility has been given to the
glt'ﬁs?l herej regarding the disaster.” (Simla Special Correspondent’s Article—
‘ane.
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Hindustan Times.

““ Twice daily a Conference of Military and Civil Officers is held at the
Quetta Club when reports of the day’s working are read ont and orders for
the next day are issned. All interested in relief work are allowed to attend,
including Representatives of the Press.”” (8th June.)

Amrita Bagzar Patrika,

“ The proclamation of Martial Law has been a right move, for hooligans
are always active on calamitons occasions like these.” (5th June.) '

Statesman,

““The Government of India have now issued a very satisfactory
communiqué in corrvection of various myths, false hopes or alarms and ex-
cellent, but misleading intentions. The report that the Quetta bazar was to
be blown up so soon as rumour suggested was one of those canards that not
even a moment of stress can excuse, though it was so monstrous and absurd
that it should have found no credence anywhere. Almost more evil are the
efforts being made here and there—in places safely distant from Quetta and
in unavoidable ignorance of all that is being done there—to exploit the event
and its irremediable miseries for political capital’s sake. It iz lamentable
that measures for relief should be embarrassed willy-nilly hy surplus visitors
to the place, and more discreditably by mischievous propaganda or uninformed
criticism.’’ (10th June.)
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QUETTA EARTHQUAKE.
Comments by the Vernacular Press.
Urdu Paﬁers.

Al-Burhan, dkola.

No. 71. ¢ The publie have of late been overtaxed by subseriptions, nevertheless the B. B, the
Viceroy’s (é)uetta Relief Fund deserves generous support and we appeal to the Viceroy's
richer people of our country to respond to it liberally.”” (7th June.j Relief Fund.

Siyasat, Lahore.

“ The expoerience of Bihar leads us to declare that the Viceroy’s Fund is the
safest organisation to which subscriptions for the relief of Quetta sufferers
should be sent.”’ (11th June.)

Vir Bharat, Lahore,

“ Contributions to the Viceroy’s Fund from the British Government, the
Dominions and from Their Majesties the King and the Queen and the Royal
Princes demousirate boundless feelings of sympathy.”” (1ith June.)

Hagigat, Luckaow,

“ The rescue and relief work organised by the military was all that could Rescue and
. be desired.” (1lth June.) Relief 'Work.

Rozang Hind, Caloutia.

‘‘ Whatever could possibly be dene by human hands is being done to the
sufierers in Quetta,”” (12th Jume.)

Khilafat, Bomboy.

*¢ The arrangements of rescne and relief work made by the wilitary are
excellent.”” (13th June,) -

“ The rescue and relief work organised by the military was the best that
could be imagined under the circumstances.”” (14th June.)

Zaminder, Lahore,

Lrd

" r? ; eatmment of
praiseworthy.””  (11th June.) Refugess,
Miliat, Delhi,

¢ Arrangements made for the treatment and accommodation of refugees
are the best imaginable.”” (12th June.)

“ Arrangements for the treatment and relief of refugees are extremely :Iﬂl:acnation and

Rozana Hind, Calcutta.

“ The prompt measures taken to evacuate the city and send the injured to
‘LIhe lu)cal and outside hospitals were well organised and praiseworthy.”” (12th
une.

Hagigat, Lucknow.

.‘* The hospital arrangements for the injured in Quetta are the greatest
achievement of military organisation.”” (13th June.)

Wahdat, Delhi.

*“ The prompt and excellent work done by the Indian and British soldiers
in treating the refugees and feeding them and taking the survivors to relief
camps was highly praiseworthy,” E‘%th June.)

Wahdat, Delh. ’

¢ Quetta being a frontier town, some precautions were necessary and we Ban on entry

realise that the ban has been justified on administrative gronnds.’”” (8th June.) %ﬁﬁm%?:;m of

. Beli i
Rozana Hind, Calcutia. m"'i“’%ifiw

! We appreciate the weight of the reasons for the ban on entry of un-
official relief parties and visitors.”” (10th June.)
L15DPI
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Ban on entry into “¢ There is no doubt that the precantions taken were necessary for the pro-

Queatta of
Unofficisl Belief
Parties and
Vigitors—
eontd.

TPributes to the
Authorities.

Food and
‘Water Supply,
~ Lighting, etx.

Trausport,
Traffic and
Telegraphs,

Protection of
Property and
Salvage,

Martial Law,

tection of survivors and the buried property.”” (13th Juue.)

Rozana Hind, Calcutta.

i Tt may be said to the great credit of the military authorities that every-
thing is being done with wonderful organisation and clock-like regularity.”
(11th June.) .

Munadi, Delhi,

# 8o far a= we are informed the military, which was fortunately saved in
the disaster, did admirable rescue work and if their help were not forthcoming
the sufferings would have been much greater.”” (14th June.)

Madina, Bijnor,

 The reports published about the excellent arrangements in Quetta were
very ably written and there is no reason to doubt their veracity. We offer our

cordial and sincere thanks for the sympathy shown in these arrangements.’’

(20th June.)

Rozana ITind, Calcutla.

““ The suffering in Quetta would have been very much greater if the mili-
tary had not made prompt and adequate arrangements for feeding and other
necessities of the survivors.” (12th June.)

Khilafat, Bombay.

“ Arrangements for food, water supply and other necessities are well
organised and excellent under the mililary conirol.”’ (14th June.)
Rozana Hind, Calcutta, ) .

¢ The Railway authorities, despiie terrible losses in their own staff, bave
made excellent arrangements for transport of the refugees and carrying them
without any charge to the places of their liking.”” (12th June.)

Khilafat, Bombay.

 The postal arrangements, despite the terrible loss of property and life in
their own department, were very well organised and the surviving staff admir-
ably tackled with the greatly increaged amount of work. Letters from Quetta
were despatched withont any postal charges.”” (14th June.)

‘Wahdat, Delhi.

¢ The arrangements for the protection of property and prevenfion of epi-
demics were such thal, considering the requirements of the situation, nothing
better was possible.”” (8th June.).

Milap, Lahore. .

“ The announceraent (regarding protection of property) by the Govern-
ment will relieve anxities and we must praise the authorities for this timely
assurance.” (10th June.)

Khilafat, Bombay.

_ ‘ The arrangements for the protection and salvage of property and preven-
tion of epideruics were promptly and adequately organised by the military and
this considerably minbnised the suffering which would have beén much more
otherwise.”” (14th June.)

Bande Mataram, Lahore.,

" ¢ The announcement of the Government regarding protection of property is
very timely and reassuring.” (17th June.)

Rozara Hind, Calcutta.

‘¢ The promulgation of Martial Law may appear to outsiders as indicating
of hardship, but the faet is that it was a real boon to the survivors and if the
mlhtari had not taken eontrol of the situation so promptly, most of the survivors
would have died and there would have been considerable looting in the ruined
aty.”” (12th June.)

Cab T

-
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Hagigat, Lucknow.
¢ The prompt promulgation of Martial Law saved many lives and prmanentnfedJ‘f“"?‘i"l Law—
looting.” (13th June.) _ contd.

Watan, Delhi.

¢ The Martial Law in Quetta has been a ‘blessing after the disaster, since
the military saved many lives and did all that was humanly possible to render
prompt relief to the sufferers.”” (13th June.) _

*Hindi Papers.

Aj, Benares.

. % We understand that the military have coped with the relief work admir- Rescue and
ably but inspite of this there is need for still more help and it is the duty of Relief Work.
whole India to come forward.” (7th June.) ,

Bharat, Allahabad.

¢ The Government have begun relief work very promptly and the non-official Tributes to the
organisations should also make no delay in doing that.” (5th June.) Authorities.

¢t So far we see no reason which may prove any defect in the work of relief
for the sufferers. Coutrary to this on the basis of messages received so far we
shall have to admit that the authorities have coped with the sitnation promptly
and well.?”  (10th June.) .

Navyung, Delhi.

¢t The, promptness which the Government of India bave displayed for the
relief of Quetta earthquake stricken people is commendable and the help they are
rendering is also creditable...... 7 (10th June.), .

Vishwamilra (weekly), Calcutia.

¢ Quettn being a military station the excavation of the wounded buried
under the debris eould be started soon. Only that person can imagine the diffi-
culties of digging up the wounded and the dead who has seen such work being
done when a city is reduced to a burial ground. That is the reason why, inspite
of such promptness, the dead bodies could not be dug out and the stench in "the
city caused fear of epidemic diseases. The authorities have shown great prompt-
ness...... ' {11th June.)

Milap, Lahore.

¢ The public doubts that the military is progressing too rapidly with’the Behavionr of
relief work but we believe that this doubt is baseless and the military is doing its the Troops.
duty with perfect care and labour.”” (8th June.)

 Vishwamitra (Daily), Calcutta.

‘“ The authorities have sent the survivors to Karachi, Lahore, ete., in special Food and
irains so that food and water might not fall short. Such measures can be justi- Water Supply,
ﬁeal”n Araasry (8th J'lln@-) * I‘lthtmsJ ew‘

Aj, Benares. -

¢ An ordinance will be promulgated which will give Eowers to the officers of Protection of
Baluchistan to prevent looting, profiteering and the works injurious to health. Property and
Special powers are required to cope with the emergency....... 7 (22nd June,) Salvage.
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QUETTA EARTHQUAXE,
Comments by the British Press.

No. 72, . The Times—1st Jume, 1935—* * ¢ The sympathy of this country will

go out in full measure, and not for the first time, to stricken Indin. On ihis
occasion sympathy is deepened by the fact that British and Indians have been
‘overwhelmed in a common didaster. The King has spoken for the. whole
country in his prompt and moving message. And already sympathy has taken
the practical form of relief.”

‘The Daily Telegraph—a1st June, 1985—* * *“'We may be agsured that
the Indian Government is straining its every resource to carry help to the
stricken area. * * Should help be required from this country India knows
that it will be forthecoming, as after every like experience in the past.”

The Edinburgh Evening News—3rd June, 1935—" * ** So we read of
our troops once more filling the breach, and adding to their magnificent record
of achievement in India, where in recent times British stock has updergone so
much undeserved depreciation,?’

The Scotsman—1st June, 1935— * * ‘It ig gratifying to learn that
the Punjab Government has lost no time in arranging for doetors and nurses
to be sent to the scene of the earthquake by the quickest available routes, A
rescue train left Karachi for Quetta City last night. All will join with the King
in his sincere and heartfelt sympathy for the bereaved, and for those whose
"homes and properly have been destroyed.”’ '

The Scotsman—zth June, 1935~ * * ¢ The authorities are to be
congratulated on the efficiency with which they have gone about the task of
transportation. The whole of North India has been organised to deal with it.
The Indian survivors are being transported free of charge to all parts of
India, British families are to be evacuated to Britain, and other parts of
India. Quetta City is now an immense graveyard, and the authorities are
taking no chances of an outbreak of epidemics. Already marauding bands
have hastened like vultures to the scene of the disaster, hoping to find loot
amid the ruins and the buried bazaars, and the deserted city is encireled by
troops. Apart from all other considerations, these marauders might nnwirtingly
carry the germs of plague to other parts. The consequences would he unthink-
able.”’

The Guardian—rth June, 1935— * * *‘ English troops have done fine
wozrk in the-catastrophé which has moved all British people to a profvund com-
passion as well as to admiration of the many proofs of heroic fortifude.”’

The Catholic Herald—sth June, - 1935— * * ¢ The Government of
India at onee tovk ecntrol of supplies, sealed Quetta as a precaufion against the
outbreak of an epidemie, and hurried food and medical stores thither.”

The Hdolifaw Daily Courier and Guordion—1st June, 1935~ * * *“In
India the great work of rescue, relief and reorganisation is being pushed forward
with the wimost despatch.”” ’

The Belfast News-Letter—aist Jumne, 1935— * * ** The Government of
India has taken prompt measures for the relief of survivors in the stricken area,
and it is sincerely to be hoped that later news will reveal a death-roll, serious
though it undoubtedly is, far less heavy than current reports suggest.”’

The Morning Post—1st June, 1935~ * * ¢ _ . .the garrison, which
includes the 1st Battalion of the Queen’s and the 1at Battalion of the West
Yorkshires, are now devotedly engaged in the harrowing task of rescuing the
wounded from among the debris and the dead. Sir Norman Cater, who has
himself had o narrow escape, is doing what can be done with his local resources.
Communications are cul, but are being restored with all dispateh in order that

succour may eome in from Karachi.”

The Manchester Guardian—1st Jume, 1936— * * * It iz good news
that there is no immediate shortage of food in the affected area of Baluchistan.
The need there is for medical assistance, which the Government is rushing to

the spot as rapidly as possible.”
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Extract from despatches by the Sgecia.l Correspondent of ‘‘ The Times” at
uetta.

3rd June, 1935.—* The disaster has brought out all the traditional courage
and fortitude of the British Army. Under their aegis the whole area has been
evacnated within 72 hours. Thousands of Indians have been entrained and
gsent to vurious parts of India. All roads leading from Que_tta are crow:d_ed
‘with refngees ; but the trains have taken most, and the railway authorities
share with the military in the credit for the work already done.” ’

4th June, 1935~ 'War conditions prevail in Quetta and its vicinity ; but
the army in control is an army moving under humanitarian orders. British
and Indian troops have risen to the emergenmcy created by the disaster, and
‘everything being done here is done by scldiers. They control traflic, issue
rations to the civilian population, convoy refugees from the temporary rest
camp to the refugee trains, and the general services which are normally sup-
plied by private interests have been taken over by soldiers, who are cvery-
‘where in evidence.”’ ‘

» L] [ ] L * L] -

‘ Indian survivers of the catastrophe are grateful to the authovities for all
that has been doue for them since that fateful night when their city was obli-
terated. The work already done by the arroy autborities is Dound {o rank
among the most amazing feats of organisation in the history of India.””

» » L] L] .- L J [ ]

*‘ Today the authorities are spreading their net wider to succour the
stricken inhabitants of the region. Medical relief is being disseminated under
military direction to the outlying villages. This follows up n reconnaissance
made on the first day, when food and water were taken to needy areas. Now
medical help is. being added to the service.”’

Extract from despatch by the Simla Correspondent of the ‘‘ Times!' (who
: visited Quetta)-'‘ The Times '’, 24th June, 1935,

““ Four days were devoted to digging among the ruins, during which (ime
hundreds of Indians were rescued alive and thousands were buried or cremated.
In addition, the military authorities undertook to feed, clothe, and give medical
assistance to the stricken populaee ; while relief trains from various parts of
northern India hurried to the scene of the catastrophe. In less than u week
more than 20,000 Indians were evacuated to various parts of India, a temporary
camp for permanent residents was established, emergency hospitals. were

created to deal with thousands of injured, and the routine life of a population of
20,000 was organised.”



No. 73.

61

H. E. THE VICEROY'S QUETTA RELIEF FUND.

List of contributions. from Empire and Foreign Countries.

Govetnment of the United Kingdom . £50,000
Gévernment of the Commonwleath of Australia £10,000 (Australian currency).
Governments of-—
'New Zealand .. e
Germany
Through the Inter- | £1,318 13 7
Bulgaria .- pational Relief or
TUnion—{Ieneva, Ra. 17,401 1 ¢
Roumania . : )
Switzerland - .. .
Government of Mauritius . . ‘e . “ R Ra. 10,000
Government of Ttaly e . . .. £ 1,000~
Through theuLeague of Red Cross Societies, Paris—
a. Lithuanian Red Cross “ . Tre. 121030
b. Netherlands Red Cross b 1000:00
¢. Turkish Red Crescent e 3712.75
d. Mile. Bourtaye ” 5-00
©yy 5988-05 Rs. 1,060 8 3
Japanese Red Cross Society Rs. 2,332 8 0
British Red CIGBGBI;It Societ;r Ra. 1,500 0 0,
" Spanish Red Cross Society Frs. 20,675-00 Rs. 3,620 13 0
Canadian Red Cross Soclety . $1,000-00 Rs. 2640 0 O
South African Red Cross Soclety (oontnbutnons from local sym-
pathisers) £41/10 Ra. B461011
French Red Cross Society .£18312 0 Rs. 1,759 16 0
German Red Cross Society . . (Marks1,500)  Bs. 1,613 0 0
American Red Cross Society | . $5,000+00 Rs. 13,370 7 ©
Egyptian Red Crescent Society .. . £60 .. .. Re. 65515 8
Red Cross Society-—Moscow | i .. $5,000-00 Re. 13,250 0 O
L E2T 18 2 Rs. 366 14 2

Yugoslavian Red Cross Society ..

Total smount of the Fund up o 27th August 1935 :

L1GDIPew1,015--31 §-85--(J1PSB

Rs. 35,776,057 12 3
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