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OUR INDIAN EMPIRE. 

CHAPTER I. 

INTRODUCTORY. 

E premise a few of the more striking physical 
characteristics of the Indian continent. In ex
treme length it measures one tho118&nd nine hun

dred miles, in extreme breadth one thousand five 

�\ hundred. The area of British India, apart from 
, tributary and independent states, is twelve times that 
of Great Britain and Ireland, seven times that of France. 
Northern India, i.e., India north of the Vindhya Moun

tains and Nerbudda River, is sometimes distinguished as Hin
dostan, Southern India as the Deckan (from dak-1ha,aa-south). 
The population of the continent is two hundred and forty mil
lions, of whom five-sixths are Hind11B, one-sixth Mohammedans. 
In shape India forms a triangle, the base of which is bwied 
under the snows of the Himii.layas, the apex within a few 
degrees of the equator, and the t.wo sides washed by the Bay of 

'Bengal and the Indian Ocean. The whole int.erior of the Dec
kan is a lofty table-land, the home of large kingdoms, �nd enjoy
ing of course a cooler climate than the narrow plains which 
stretch thence to the sea. The mountain-sides of this plateau 
are called ghauts (steps). 

India is thus clearly marked off by nature from surrounding 
countries, and admirably adapted to be the abode of a self-con-

,. tained people, such as the Hind11B have always been. The 
Brahmins, indeed, who have moulded the civilization of India, 
cannot claim to be its original inhabitants. These a.re found in 
the few, scattered mountain-tribes, snob as the Bheels, Kola, and 
Gonda, who have nothing in common with modern Hindus. 

s; 



2 OUB INDIAN l!JJlPIBI!J. 

A later cleposit, but still anterior to the coming of the Brahmins, 
is probably represented by the five vernacular languages of 
S::>uth India known as the Dravidian tongues. Thus, strictly 
speaking, the Brahmin language, easte and faith are as foreign to 
India as Mohammedan and British institutions. But the coming 
of the Brahmins dat.es so far back, and they have so thoroughly 
stamped their character on everything Indian, that they are to 
all int.ents and purposes the Hindu people. They may be con
sidered ilie Normans of the East. When and in what circum
stances they came to India, it would be useless to attempt to con
jecture. Indeed, the entire history of India before the arrival of 
the Mohammedans is a blank. Of India, during the time when 
the Hindus were masters in their own house, there are no his
torical records. The Hindus have no prose history. They have 
names which can be compared with Homer, Euripides, and Virgil, 
but none that can be compared with Herodotus, Thucydides,Livy, 
and Tacitus. Ask a Hindu for the history of his country, and he 
puts into your hands epic and mythological poems like the Rimii
yana, Maha-Bharat&, and Purinas, infinitely more extravagant 
and less credible than the .lEneid and Parailise Lo,t. Great king
doms grew up, a highly artificial language and civilization 
reached their climax, systems of philosophy and religion ran 
their course, wars were carried on, generation after generation 
of living men and women joyed and sorrowed ; and of all this 
the only record is in books in which it is impossible to dis
tinguish between fact and fiction. The temples in which the 
people worshipped, the laws they made, the poems they sang, 
the works in which they embodied their thoughts on God and 
man and nature, on art and science, remain to u, but all other 
trace of their lives has passed away for ever. When India first 
comes into the daylight of history, it is as a conquered country. 
For example, in the sixth century B.c. Buddhism arose as a 
prot.est against idolatry and caste, and, according to tradition, 
became the established religion of India ; but subsequently it 
declined or was ext.erminated from the entire continent. Of the 
details of this wonderful revolution we know nothing. Asoka, 
Vikramiditya, and Silivihana are probably historical names, 
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