




























































































32 SiltH JUSULI, .A.D, 1'7'7& 

11th. The. Plioolkea and Bhylcea Minl, bead
ed by Raja ALA SINGH, and afterwards by 
Raja UMUR SINGH, bis grandson, of Poteeala. 
Phool was the JAt progenitor of the Puteeala, 
Nabab, Jeend, and Kythul chiefs, all of whom 
are under British protection, • • • • • . • • • • • • • • • • 5,000 

12th. The Soolcvr-Chul:ea Misul, beaded by 
CHURUT SINGH, ancestor of RuNJEET SINGH, 
the present sovereign of LaMr, whose progeni-
tors were JAt Zumeendars of Sooknr-Cbnk,.... 2,500 

69,500 

Io the above list the Misul of CHURUT SINGH holds 
the last place, and was formed probably after the suc
cessful defence of Gujraolee, and the defeat of KBAJ A 
0BYD bad raised the reputation, and given a new. dis
tinction to that chief. Every Misul acted independently, 
or in concert, as necessity or inclination 1nggeste61, bot 
there was generally an assembly of the chiefs .called the 
Suil!,ut Khalsa, held twice a year at Umritsor during 
the Bysakhee and Dewalee festivals, wJiich• occur in 
April and October. On these occasions, after bathing 
in the sacred .reservoir, they generally held a, Goor• 
mutta, or special council, where expeditions of import• 
ance, or any · matters of more than ordinary moment 
were submitted to their united wisdom. If the joint 
forces of several Misols took the field upon any pre
datory enterprize, or to collect Ra"/cka (Black Hail), 
the army assumed the denomination of a Dul of tile 
Khalsa Jee.

































48 DEATH OF MAHA SINGH. A. D. 1792.

when in the early part of the year 1792 he became seri
ously ill. The siege was immediately broken up, ana the 
chief being carried back to his principal place of resi
dence Goojraolee, expired there in the twenty-seventh year 
of his age. He was brave, active, and prudent beyond his 
years, and left a high reputation amongst his nation, for all 
the qualities of a Sirdar. He shook offtbe trammels of his 
mother's guardianship at the early age of seventeen, and 
some time after, having detected her in an intrigue with a 
Brahmin, put her to death with bis own band ; an act of 
barbarous justice, that does not seem to have lessened bis 
reputation, or in .any way to have affected bis character 
injuriously in. the eyes of bis cotemporaries. 

MAHA SINGH left only one son, the present RuNJEET 
SINGH, who was then in bis twelfth year. His mother 
became regent, and was assisted by the minister of her 
husband, Lu KHOO or LUKHPUT SINGH. SUDA KooN
WUR, the minor chief's mother-in-law, exertej also much 
influence in the conduct of affairs, and in the year 
following, viz. in 1793, the demise of Jy SINGH left 
the Ghunee Misul likewise under her direction, every 
thing having been prepared before band, for the exclusion 
of the sons of that Sirdar. 

Little care was taken of the education of RUNJEET 
SINGH: the means were furnished to him of gratifying 
every youthful passion or desire, and his early years were 
passed in indulgence and in following the sports of the 
field. He was never taught to read or write in any lan
guage. While still in tutelage, however, a second marriage 
was contracted for him with RAJ KooNWUR, a daughter 

of th� Nukee chief, KHU JAN SINGH. 











































..l.D. 1809. TREATY WITH ltUNJEET. 69 

deemed politic to extend oar direct influence farther into 
the Punjab, in reduction of the power of a chief who 
showed himself so unfriendly. But by the time arrange"
ments had to be concluded, the apprehension of any 
necessity of preparation for such an event had worn off, 
and the only object that remained was, to secure our own 
frontier, and for the credit of our power to take redress 
for the offensive aggressions which the Labor ruler had 
recently committed east of the Sutlej. RUNJ EBT SINGH 
expressed a strong desire at this time to obtain a written 
pledge of our pacific and friendly intentions towards him• 
self; and the restoration of the places seized during his 
late inroad having been obtained from him, a short treaty 
declaratory of mutual peace and friendship was conclud-
ed by the envoy, at Umritsur, on the 25th April, 1809.

.It was to the following effect:-

After the usual preamble expressive of the desire for ·. ' 
peace, and stating by whom the engagement was settled, 

" Article the First.-Perpetaal friendship shall subsist 
" between the British Government and the State of Lahar: 
"the latter shall be considered with respect to the for
" mer, to be on the footing of the most favored powers, 
" and the British Government will have no concern with 
"the territories and subjects of the Raja to the north
" ward of the river Sutlej. 

"Article Second.-Tbe Raja will never maintain in 
" the territory, which he occupies on the left bank of the 
" Sutlej, more troops than are necessary for the internal 
" duties of the territory, nor commit or suffer any encroach
" ment on the possessions or rights of the chiefs in its 
" vicinity. 























































































































































































































176 TREATY WITH SlNDR. .A. D. 1832. 

It deserves to be noticed that neither of the above trea
ties was definitively settled, until the Chief of Khyrpoor 
bad already entered into an engagement with the British 
Government. The jealousy, indeed, that was felt at this 
proceeding, aod the fear lest the Kbyrpoor Chief shoald 
be severed for ever from the association of Talpoor Meers, 
were mainly instrumental in bringing MEER MooaAD 
to sign. The engagement with MEER RoosTUM KHAN 
was to the following effect: 

"A Treaty, consisting of 4 Articles, having been oon
,. eluded on the 2d Zeekad 1247, A. H., corrrespond
" ing with the 4th April, 1832, between the Hon'ble 
"East India Company and MEER RoosTUM KHAN, 
" Talpoor Buhadoor, Chief of Khyrpoor in Sindh, through 
"the Agency of Lieutenant Colonel HENRY PoTTIN. 
"GER, Envoy on the part of the British Government 
" acting under the authority vested in him by the Right 
" Hon'ble Lord WILLIAM CA VEN DISH BENTINCK, 
" G. c. B. and G. c. H., Governor General of the British 
" possessions in India, this engagement has been given 
"in writing at Shimla, this day, the 19th June 1832,

" both in English and Persian, in token of the perfect 
" confirmation and acknowledgment of the obligations 
" it contains in the manner following: 

Article I. " There shall be eternal friendship between 
" the two States. 

Article II. " The two Contracting Powers mutually 
•• bind themselves from generation to generation never_ to·
•• look with the eye of covetousness on the possessions of
" each other.

Article III. "The British Government having re
,, quested the use of the River Indus and the roads of 
" Sindh for the Merchants of Hindoostan, &c. the 





CHAPTER ELEVENTH. 

. . 

ne cAaracter and policy of Ru,veet Sing A. Hu revenuu. 

StrengtA of his army. General observations. 

Tas personal character of the present ruler. of Lah&r 
and that of his government will best have been gathered, 
from the perusal of his acts, as related in the preceding 
Chapters; nevertheless it may be useful to sum up the 
result, and to explain the present condition of his terri
tory, _its resources, and the military means at this Chief's 
command. 

It has before been stated, that RUNJBBT SINGH had 
no education in any branch of learning or science. Be 
cannot read or write in any language, but the ha�it of 
hearing papers read in Persian, Punjabee, and Hindee, 
and great assiduity in his attention, even to the minutire of 
business, have given him a facility in following, and IUl• 
derstanding for the most part what is so submitted to 
him : so that, although quite unable to appreciate elegan
cies of style, or to dictate verbatim what should be writ
ten, he transacts business rapidly, is ready with a short ud
decided order upon any report or representation read to 
him, and when the draft of his instruction is submitted, 
after being prepared in due form, he sees at once whether 
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