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fJaly, 

TBII COlfQUEBT OP BCINDII,  

Wn11Mwe take up the history of a con
quest, particularly when that rooquest 
has occurred in our own times, and 
ha.s added one of the richest and most 
fertile countries in the world to our 
own, we are led to ■peculate on and 
inquire into the following topics-in
quiries which may be instituted with 
advantage in the study of all histories, 
but which, for the reasooa just as
signed, and for the national honour of 
our native land, and the character of 
her aoldiera and atateamen, it is abso
lutely oeceuary should be fairly and 
distinctly placed before the public. 
These are-the right of conquest; the 
nece11ity for conquest ; the means 
whereby that cooqneat is obtained ; 
and the benefit conferred on one or 
both countries, or on mankind gene
rally by it. 

With the first of these propositions 
we clo not. in the present instance feel 
inclined to deal, as it involves the ques
tion of the right which the British and 
the Anglo-Indian government had, or 
assumed to have, of at all entering, 
then diplomatically interfering with, or, 
more properly speaking, invading, (for 
auch is the modru operandi of our Eas
tern politil.'ian11,) and afterwards war-
1·ing with the Sdodiao nation. Whe
ther the English in Hiodostao were wi11e 
in ever crobsing the Indus, either for 
commercial or hostile purposes-whe
ther justified by fears of western inno
vation, or forced to it in order to 
redress grievances and insults-to as-
1i1t an ancient ally, or to place an in
fatuated and imbecile barbarian mo
narch on the throne of a kingdom, 
where he possessed neither the fear nor 
the affection of the people-are all mat
ters of deep moment, intimately m!xed 
up with this question, for which the 
government of Lord Auckland, and 
the instigators of the invasion by Lord 
Keane, have to answer ; bi.t which we 
have neither space nor inclination to 

discllll in this review. The disa.�tera 
in Atfghaniatao are of too recent a 
date, and the wound iofticted on our 
national honour is atill too fresh, to 
require much to be said as to the result 
of that most calamitoua and ill-judged 
proceeding, The memory of our gal
lant countrymen who perished at Kabool 
and in the Kyb,,r, where the ano•a of 
the mountains were their wiodiog
aheeta, and the wild winds of the desert 
their only mourners, is atill green in 
our memories; while the etfectof the de
struction of our armies on the mind of 
a country where we exist but by the 
force of moral power, went nigh to 
shake the very foundationa of our em
pire in the east. That the advance of 
the British towards the Persian fron
tier and our attempt to carry war into 
the centre of Asia, was a rash, un
neceBSary, and ill-advised atep, moat 
men who have thought upon and e:u
mioed into the history of India for the 
last ten ytars, are n.ow thoroughly con
Tinced ; but that step once taken, the 
other, the occupation ofSciode, became 
absolutely necessary. First, it wu 
necessary to inflict auch a just and 
wholeaome chastiaemeot on the authors 
of our late discomfiture, as would not 
only retrieve our national honour, but 
atrike terror into the boasting hearta 
of the barbarian hordes with whom we 
dealt ; then conduct, by a safe retreat, 
our thinned and scattered band, back 
to the British provinces; and by a last. 
but a decisive blow, re-establish our 
position in the plains of Hindostan. 
And this was effected in a masterly 
manner by the heroism, coolness, and 
unffinchiog courage of Sale, Pollock, 
and Nott. 

At this juncture, however, another 
and most important military move was 
to be made, and precisely at that mo
ment a change took place in the whole 
management of India, by the recall of 
Lord Auckland and the appointment 

• The Conquest or Sciode, with some Introductory Passa�es in the Life or Major
General Sir Charles James Napier. Dedicated to the British People. By Major• 
General W. F. P. Napier. Member of the Swedish Ro,Yal Academ1 of Milituy
Science, Author of "History of the War in the PelUllllula and the South oE 
France," London: T. & W. Boone. 1845. 



UM5.] 

,1 Len EUeuorougb u penior
,-.1- Here we mut, howeYer, 
dipla, to place before our readers the 
wa1 in which we &rat gained a footing 
ia Sc:ind- footing which, though 
dam (1838) unwarranted, it 1nbae
.-ntJ7 became neceuary to maintain 
a&all rilb. 

Seinde, the Egypt of the lndu, in 
ancient times peopled by a pagan race, 
the Dbms or Sindees, was conquered 
b7 the Mabomedana of Damascm in 
die eighth century. Ten centuries 
latw, tbe Persian Kalloras, a 1,rarm of 
llliJitary fanatim. not anlike the Wha
....._ of more modern timn. oYerran 
that coantry, and retained it in whole 
or in part till 1770, when a tribe of the 
Talpoorn descended from their moun
tains in Beloochistan, and settled in the 
fntile plaim of Scinde. These hard1, 
lllterpriungaoldierssoon poue!lled auch 
l'W&J in the laud. that they disputed for, 
ad &aally rescued the command of 
tJae eoantry &om the Kollor-trea
cbery and aauaination being equally 
remrted to by both sides. About the 
year 1800. two brothers of the Tal
peonfamily dirided the kingdom, reign
uig-der the titleaof Ameersof Upper 
ali Lower Scind-the former at 
Ityrpoor, and the latter at Hydrabad; 
..t the turban in both goYeromenta 
dr uDlled, not in the direct line of the 
-. bat to the eldeat brother. The 
tllird _,ital of Soinde WU Meerpoor. 
TIie Ameen oaee established in the 
-enigaty, - called down more
Beloocbn from the bills, making them
mp grant■ of land on military tenure.

• F• tile Belooch, it wu indeed a
-.wt, �ling that or the Nor-
- in Eugland when Harold fell; for
eadl chief was lord of the &oil, holdinJ it 
b7 ailit&r]' tenure, yet in this ditrermg 
from his Norman protot�e, that. the 
Ameen could. and often did, deprive 
lam of his .Jagbeere or grant from 
-,nee. Thia precarious tenure •ti
...,.. lib :innate rapacit7; and the 
1Wooc1a u bynaAre grasping, and babi
a.117 - oppreaaor. Be is a fataliat 
6- religien, and therefore without 
,-,e • an onrbearing soldier without
fear, and a atrong-handed robbt>r with
Dill uame, because to rob baa ever been 
tlae custom of his race. .Athletic, and 
mJled in the ue of his weapons, for to 
I!!, norcl only, not the plough, bis band 
cllltehes, · • he is known,' says his con
lJllffllr, • b1 hia slo• .-oiling gait, bi■ 
._..,.,. W.JleaYJIWord.andl>road, 

lhleld, by his dagger and matchlock. 
Labour lie despises, but loves bi■ neigh
bour's purse.' It was, however, onl,
the Scindee and the Hindoo that he could 
plunder, for his own race of the hills 
were like himself in disposition, and 
somewhat more robust. He was, more
over, a turbulent subject, and often, 
chief and follower, menaced the Ameers, 
and always strived to aow diuensions, 
knowing well that in the time or commo
tion plunder would be rife and pay high. 

" The system of government wu one 
leading inet"itably and rapidly to self. 
destruction ; and it would seem u if the 
Ameers had the instinct of thia truth ; 
for they secured their persons bf nume
rous slnee, being in the traffic o hum11.11 
beings, both exporters and importers, 
chiefly of Abyssinian blacks, whom tbey 
attached to their interests by manifold 
favours ; and these men, called Siddet', 
(Seedees,) served them with equal cou
rage and devotion : to all others they 
were brutal tyrants, cruel and de
bauched. Their stupid selfish policy was 
to injure agriculture, to check com
merce, to oppress the working man, and 
to accumulate riches for their own sen
■ual pleuures. • What are the people 
to DB?' was the foul expression of Noor
Mohamed to Lieut. Ea.stwick. • Poor 
or rich I what do we care, if they pa;r us 
onr ret"enue ;-give us our bunting
grounds and our enjoyments, that is all 
we require.' The most fertile districts 
were made a wilderness, to form their 
• 1/iil,argalu,' or hunting-grounds. Their
Zenanas were filled with young girls 
tom from their friends, and treited
when in the bareem with revolting bar
barity. In fine, the life or an Ameer wu 
one of gross pleasures, for which the 
labour and blood of men were remorse
lessly exacted,-tbe honour and ha,Ppi
ness of women savagely sacrificed!' 

With thia people, however, we 
bad but little intercourse. In 1775, 
a British factory was established 
and maintained for some years at 
Tatta, and in 1779, Lord Wellesley 
endeavoured to restore it, but the 
influence of Tippo Sultan ie said to have 
prevented it. V ariom treaties, chiefly 
of a commercial nature, or for the pur-

. poaeof excluding the French and Ame
ricana, were made during the next 
thirty years ; but of Scinde-its capa
biliLiea, fertility, and vast resourcea, 
no more than of its physical geography, 
or the facilities of the great highway or 
nations which passed through it-we 
kne,r but by report, tiH Sir Alexander 
Burne■, under pretence of carrying 
prllNllt.11 to Runjeet Singh, entered tho 
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incius in 1891 : when said
° 

one of the 
inhabitants - "Alai I Sci.nde ii nou, 
8-• rince t/uJ EngluA kflfJfl um tlle 
rfoer roliiclt i& t/uJ Aigll-road to it, con
(JWlt." The following seuon, Colonel 
Pottinger negociated some commercial 
treatie,, relating, for the most part, to 
the navigation of the river. From that 
period, it is manifest that the Britiah, 
if they did not actually covet this fair 
kingdom, were at least determined on 
meddling with its political affair, ; and 
an opportunity was not long in pre-
1enting itself ; for Runjeet Singh
our ally I-seeking occasion for war
ring with the Ameers-then also our 
allies I I-Lord Auckland seized that 
moment of trepidation and alarm f'or 
offering British protection, on condi
tion of the Ameers admitting and 
paying a British force to occupy 
Hydrabad, and likewise receiving a 
political agent, who wa.• to become 
permanently established in the capital. 
At this time, although a certain degree 
of equality was underatood to eiist 
among all the frinces of Scinde, yet 
the Ameers o Kyrpoor and Meer
poor acknowledged the Hydrabad fa
mily u the elder branch. 

In 1838, the invasion of Aft'ghanis
tan was decided on, ostensibly for the 
purpose of reinstating Shah Shoojah 
on the throne of that kingdom, and 
now Scinde became an object of vast 
importance to the proposer■ of' that 
ill-f'ated politico-military speculation, 
10 fraught with dis111ter and misfor
tune. Originally a province of the 
Mogul empire, Scinde became tribu

. tary to Kabool about the middle of 
the last century. Thi11, however, from 

· the instability and internal weakneu 
of that government, had for a long 
time become a mere nominal depen
dency; yet a large arrear of tribute, 
and certain other rights, being claimed 

· by the deposed sovereign of Khoru
. ■an,• and in order to insure a passage 
· for the British army acr01B the country 

of' the Indus, it was neceaaary to enter 
into other and closer diplomatic rela.
tion1 with the Ameers than had hereto-

. fore existed. For this purpose, a tripar
tite treaty was first concluded between 
the Maharajah Rungeet Singh, the 
Anglo-Indian government, and Shah 

Shoojah, In the following paragraph, 
which we quote f"rom a work- written 
by some anonymous special pleader, 
for the purpose of decrying the go
vernment of Lord Ellenborough, and 
advocating the propriety of his recall, 
by the East India Director■, the con
dition of affairs, as they ■tood in Feb
ruary, 1842, i1 thus briefly laid before 
UI:-

" The conclusion or this treaty, and 
the mode in which their interests wea-e 
affected by it, were communicated to 
the Ameers by the British mini1ter at 
Hydrabad, who was instructed, also, to 
announce the approach of the army in
tended to reseat Shah Sboojah ou the 
throne of Kabool. A long course of 
diplomatic proceedings, varied by sun
dry hostile acts on the part of the Bri
tish government, too well known to 
require detail, here followed. These 
ended in the conclusion of new treaties, 
the effect of which was to add the
Ameen to the number of princes oTer 
whom the British goTernment held con
trol, by the tenure of a subsidiary alli
ance. "t 

We cannot now pause to diacuaa 
either the honesty or policy of these 
measures, nor inquire why the circui
tous route through Scinde was cho■eu. 
instead of that through the Punjaub, 
the country of an ally, the Maharajah; 
neitht-r can we debate the queation 
relative to certain treaties said to have 
been broken by the Engli■h, concern
ing the transit of arms up the Indus ; 
nor their interference with the Shikar
g-ah1, or hunting grounds of the 
Lords [of Scinde. We ha"H read a 
great deal, and in society we still hear 
many laments on this latter subject. 
and many warm invectives launched 
against the British, for their cruelty 
in depriving these poor princes of their 
game preserves. These ei:pN!lllliona 
of aympathy show, however, but little 
knowledge of' the true nature of the 
1ubject. Several of' the1e Shikargahs 
bordered the Indus, and the cutting or 
fuel from tht!98 forests wu espreall 
stipulated for, and, therefore, the Bn
tish had as just a right to do so, u a 
railroad company to pass a " Great 
W e1tern," or a " Great Southern," 
through an English gentleman's de
mesne. We are not prepared to dia-

• The natiTe name for Aft'ghanistan, whioh it la still called. 
t "ladia and Lord Ellenborough,•' kc. &o. kc., 8vo. London, 18". 



pate the right whfeb the Ameer■ had 
of laying waste some of the mo■t fer
tile ad thickly-populated district■ of' 
their dominion■, for the purpo■e of 
nNting these ...-,-ee, and turning, 
ii tMy pleued, or their ■object■ sub
mitted to it, the abodes of man into 
die bumta of a&Yage beasu, even 
thoagh (u in one instance we bear 
tbat it wu) it was done for a child, 
tbm blit eight 1ears old 11 They had 
just u good a right to haYe their 
lnmring grounds, u the English no
bleman bu to bu deer park, or the 
lriah gentleman to his snipe-bog. The 
lpldlion of their preserve■ wa■ mooted 
much more at home and in the Indian 
prt11, than it e,rer wa■ on the scene of 
action. The truth ii-and thi■ csn 
be proYed from the pobli='bed tiarlia
Dlftlblryreporta-theae Sbikargahs bad 
little to do in the matter ; the war 
with Scinde wu. u it has been gra
pbially described by it■ conqueror, 
bat .. the tail of the Aft'gban ■torm." 
ft. Lord Auckland ia recalled, and in 
the beginning of 1842, the new gover
_.-genera1 aniYes in Calcutta. Here 
it is-, to advert to the condi
tion ill which be found the country 
OYer which he was appointed to rule, 
and this eondition has scarcely eter 
been attempted to be disproved. We 
shall quote two authorities on this 
nbjeet,and ftr■t that to which we haYe 
■lracly ref'erred beca11118 written in 
aYOWed hostility to the mea■oree of 
the late goyernor-general, ita testi-
11111117 is here of increa■ed Yalue :-

• 

"In ordinary candour," aays the wri-
teror • India and I.ord Elleuborough,' "it 
must be admitted, that on the arrival of 
Lord Ellenboroughinlodia, his situation 
was neither enriable nor easy. He found 
the Ions triumphant flag of England 
-.bled b�ter and ilef'eat. A vut 
army bad - saeriticed without any 
�ailina' adYantage; isolated bo
M of Briwli troopa still remained ex
paaecl to danger, while a number of 
abappy captiYe■ were ill the handa of 
a ndlaia chief, on whose probable dispo
lal of them no one could guess ; the 
power of the British name bad received 
a fearful diminution ; the spirit of the 
army was lhaken by the diaasten which 
had OYertaken their comrades, and the 
put and the future ■eemed alike in
Yoi'fed iD gloom." 

. 

. 

.. In the interior of In111a," writ81 Ge
. aenl WUJ1a-. N.,... ha the.work wbklb 

forms the huh of this artlele, and whiclJ 
we are now about to analyse, "uni ver
■al despondency prevailed ; and such a 
terror of the Aft'ghans penaded the po
pulation, that it was scarcely possible to 
Bud resource3 for succouring the gene
rals : of three hundred and fil\y camels, 
sent in one convoy to General Pollock, 
three hundred and twenty were carried 
otf in " single night by their driYers, 
who deserted, in fear, a day's march 
from Peshawar. The governor-general'• 
secret;ptana were given to the news
papers hy men in office ; and a mia
chievous, ignoble spirit, the natural 
consequence of making editors and 
money-seekers the directors of statea
men and generals, degraded the public 
mind, and shed its baneful influence 
OYer the army. In Scinde, deep-laid 
plans of hostility were on the point of 
execution. At Madras, several Sepoy 
regiments, smarting under a sordid eco
nomy, were discontented, if not in ab
solute mutiny. Actual insurrection ex
isted at Saugur, and was spreading or. 
one side to 13undelcund; on the other, 
·along the Nerbudda, to Boorampoor. 
The ancient fear of England'■ power
that confidence in her strength which 
upholds her swar, was nearly extin
guished ; the Indian population, whe
ther subject■ of England, or of her 
allies and feudatories, especially the 
Mahomedan portion, desired and e:r.
pected the downfall of her empire." 

We should be diverted from the 
object of this critique were we to be 
led into the discuuion of the qut:ation 
at issue between the late governor
general on the one hand, and the Eut 
India directors and the Anglo-Indian 
press on the other. When Lord El
lenborough undertook the government 
of India, it would appear that he either 
anticipated the co-operation and aup
port of the A meers of Scinde, or me
ditated their subjection to British rule; 
the nrat he solicited in the f'orm of 
treaty, conf'erring mutual benefita; thill 
they obstinately refuaed, even though 
subaequently preaented on the point of 
the bayonet-the latter, the conqueat 
of Scinde, became from that moment 
a atern neceuity. 

For years past an under current ot 
jealousy has been winding its way be
tween the atanding army and the 
army of diplomata. Heretofore we 
have ruled India chiefly by the lat
ter-" amart young men who ■peak 
Persian," a■ they haYe latel1 been 
termed ; and grieYed we are that we 
should ner have had reoour■e to the 
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nlour of the former. By war, how
ner, we loat cut in the Orient, and 
b1 war and conquest was that cut to 
be regained and peace reatored-

" The Aft'ghan war once kindled, that 
Invasion once perpetrated, the safety of 
the troops engaged in it imperatively 
required that Scinde should continue to 
be occupied; that the treaties concluded 
with Lord Auckland should be loyally 
adhered to by the Ameen. To have 
abandoned Atfghanistan ere victory 
had redeemed the character of British 
1trength, would have been the ■lgnal 
for universal commotion if not or insur
rection throughout India. Tbe having 
abandoned it at all led to the Scindian 
war, ,i·bich 1ras an inevitable conse
quence or the tlagitions Colly or the 
first enterprise.•• 

Lord Ellenborough proved the 
Ameera treacheroua---gnilty of hourly 
breaking existing compacts-topping 
and robbing our dau, or maila-rais
ing aod organising an immense force for 
the parpoae of falling on the army re
treatingfrom Airgbaniatan-intrigaing 
with forejgn princea hostile to the 
Farenghees�tering into local com
pacts with one another to thrust the 
_English out of Scinde, and taking ad
vantage of the general panic then 
abroad, to regain those positions at 
Kurrachee and elsewhere which had 
long before been ceded to, and were 
then occupied by the Britilh ; aod in 
the words of one of their own maai
feetoa, "to Kabool tlu BritW&." 

In thia state of aft'aira we turn to 
our original assertion, th&t t/tn the 
aubjugation of Scinde either by 1trong 
and faithfully obae"ed treatiea, or the 
harsh alternative of conqueat became 
indi■penaably neceaaary. Let 111 now 
then eumine into the 1111t1111 by which 
that conquest wu achieved by our gal
lant countryman General Sir Charles 
Napier, to defend whom, aod the po
licy of Lord Ellenborough, u well u 
to transmit to later .. a faithful 
record of this great enterprile, the 
work which heads this article bu been 
written by the tp"•phic, impartial, and 
accurate hiatorlAD of the Penimular 
war. 

Thia work con1iata of two parts
the ftnt treats of the political proceed
ing11-the second, of the military ope
rations in Seinde; and making all due 
allowance for a brother's Hal &Dd 
deodomte prepclllllliou, ad tuiag 

[.July, 

into oonaideration tbt � of 
the book being writwn, u ill author 
expreuly tells III in bil prefue, for 
the purpose "of rebutting the factiowi 
accusations med& again&t a IWICl!llful 
general, in the hope of wonnding, 
through him, the nobleqian under 
whose a111pices be oonquered a g....t 
and rich kingdom, &Dd relieved a og. 
merous people from a miserable state 
or slavery,.. which at times cbugea 
the tone or calm historical detail into 
that of personal invectire, this able 
work is, we believe, a man faithf'ul 
record, compiled from the moat au
thentic sourCN. 

As a literary prodaction, it will be 
penued by all who admire the oenoas, 
eongetic style pecaliar to this author, 
for the same Yigour and graphic powers 
of description-the 8UD8 force and 
aptitude of language-the sound logi
cal reasoning-noble philanthropic 
eentiment-eloquence in u:�n, 
and poetry in thought. which charac
terised the " History of the War ia the 
Peninaola and the Soath of France,• 
will be foand in the pages of" The 
Conquest of Scinde." 

With the ftret part, which bu hem 
published some months, we do not now 
1ntend to deal, further tbao the infor
mation derived from the prerioul7 
qaotecl utracta requires. It oom
menoH with a brief biatorical memoir 
of the hero of Meeaoee, whioll 011r 
oouotr1mea will feel pride in reading; 
bat this we eball also JNIU ov•, as we 
trmt ere long to be able to pneeat 
our readers with a more ftniaheda por
trsit of that illmtrioua Irishman. 

In reading the brilliant militar,
exploita of Sir Charles Napier in 
Scinde, we can acaroel1 believe that 
we are not turning over the peps of 
10me Eastern rom&llce, where pniu, 
chivalry, and penona1 prowt11 almoat 
1upernatural, ao blead with barberic 
1plenclour, and 10 interweu1 with ori
ental habits, mannen, and cllltoma, 
that it reminds 111 more of the tale of 
aome genii in a fairy land, than a nonl 
of real life. Bat neither personal 
courage nor individual daring would 
have availed �ainat intrigue, 111btiJty, 
deceit, and numben far oatnamberiag 
thoae which history bu recordllli u 
having been engaged in limilar pclli
tiona, were there not coolneu, wisdom, 
judgmeat, ud loas tor.igh&. to �de 
&obMintNpicl ...-;., ...,. Bal 



for die indomitable net"gy, the qmck .. 
neu ol perception, the masterly skill, 
and the aneeaaing_ reliance on his ow11 
re,,oarces, or their veteran commander, 
nritber the superior discipline, conli
-i. net", nor valour of that small, b11t 
res-�lute band. wowd haYe availed be
fvre the scorching fiery sun-the de
Ylbt&tulg pestilence, and the sharp 
n-ords of the Belooch warriors, the 
bra•est aoldiera of Asia, " in11red to 
tc,:l, and aeasooed to the sun." 

Lord Ellenborongh seems to have 
at once grasped the position of the 
Cbancel"J' suit bequeathed him by his 
pred-r; he cholle Sir C. Napier 
u the e:ucaator of his plans, and de
� bim from Bombay to Scinde, 
to command an army altogether not 
amoantiog at any time to three thou
sand men, including British and sepoys, 
iniantry, cavalry, and artillery. In
September, 1842, Sir Charles arrived in
the ricinit1 of Hydrabad, and resolved 
on paying a visit to the Ameen, an ao
COlllltor •hich contained in the 6rst part 
•• •oald especiall1 recommend to the 
peraal ol our readers. We have 
already said, that be was sent to nego
ciatr, or, ifnecessary,enforce a treaty,
and alao preserve existing treaties, 
lbjor Outram was the political agent 
1111plo7ed on this occasion, and it m111t 
be acknowledged that he certainly med 
more Corbearaoce in his endeavour■ to
iadace the Ameen to 11ign it; and de
byed nen beyond the prudence which 
ur�ty warranted, more than any per
lOII similarly situated (not excepting
Chinese Commissioner Elliot) ever did 
beflJT'e, or ever will, we hope, again. 
Tl.e Ameen refused to fulfil the treaty, 
they foaght, and fell. 

B7 three great military man111uvrea, 
alike diatinguiahed for ■cience, judg
amt, and courage, Napier conqnered 
Sci:ide. The first of these was the cap
ture of Emaum Gbur ; the second, the 
baule of Meeanee ; and the third, that 
of Hy4rabad. At tbia time it waa ucer
tailled that the Ameen had upwarda of 
liiuy thousand fighting men in the 
itld. 

Emaam Ghar was a fortre11 of im
._ strength-indeed, &uppoeed to 
be impregnab1-1ituated in the very 
heart oC the desert, eight days• march 
rl'Olll the cultivated land. It waa en
tompaseeci with walls or unburned 
llriek, f'ort1 feel .in height, aud co.11-
lliaeda c:itadel aad eight other tower■• 

lo& 

A RCODcl wall, llteen feet high, had 
been recently erected ; and it ts re
markable that the material■ of which 
this fort was compoaed posseu pecu
liar 1trength against artillery, for the 
shot easily penetrates, bot bring■ down 
nothing. It was alwa7a provisioned for 
a year, and wu at thi1 time garrisoned 
with two tbouaand chosen Belooch 
warriors, beside■ containing an im
mense maguine and 1everal thou■and 
stand of arms. In a political point of 
view it was alao of great importance, 
for there the Ameere, or a beaten 
army, could always retreat in case 
of difficulty or emergency , and it wu 
believed by the rulers of Scinde to be 
impregnable, u they themselves thaa 
expressed in one of their Dhurbar1 :-

" No European has ever seen Emaum 
Gbur; it is built in the heart of the wil
demes,, it is only to be approached b1 
vague uncertain tracks, not known to 
strangers, and in some placee without 
water for sneral marches. He cannot 
reach ua there."' 

The British force having arrived at 
the edge of the fertile land, the general 
resolved to strike into the wilderneu. 
" Similar it wu in deeign, bat more 
dangerous and more daring with respect 
to the chance■ of a battle, than that of 
Marim when he sarpriaed the city of 
Capsa in the Jugarthine war." His 
ftr11t notion was to march upon Emaum 
Gbur with his whole force; but 

" A native agent sent by the general, 
to ezplore the route and noto the 1tate 
of the wells, oame back with snob a tale 
of arid sands and dried up pits, that he 
resigned all hope of beinr able to effect 
his march with the whole army. With 
1urpas1ing hardihood be then selected 
two hundrNI irregular cavalry,put three 
hundred and fifty of the twenty-aecond 
Queen'• regiment. on camels, loaded ten 
more of th0$e animals with provi.sion1, 
eighty with water, and reaol,ed with 
these live hundred men to easay that en
terprise for whioh only the day before he 
bad allotted three thoU1&11d, thinking it 
even then moat huardo111, as in truth it 
was. 

" The guide might be false and lead 
him utray ; Ali Moorad might prove a 
traitor; the wells might be poisoned or 
6.11.oKl up, or the water-1kin1 mifbt be 
cut in the night by a prowling emwar7. 
The akirta of the waste were swarming 
with thoUl&Dds of Belooch horaemeu, 
who might 1urround him on the maroh, 
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and the Ameers had many more and bet
ier camels than he had upon which to 
mount bis infaulrf· Em&um Ghur, the 
object to be obt&med, wu strong, well 
provided, and tbe garrison &lone four 
times bis number ! To look &t these 
dangers with a ste&d1 eye, to neglect no 
precautions, but, d11carding fear, to 
brave them and the privations of the un
known desert, was the work of & master 
spirit in war, or the men of ancient days 
have been falsely and idly called great. 

" He foreed Ali Moorad and the na
tive to go with him, warning them in his 
quaint mode, that foul play would cost 
them dear ; that such was his anxiety 
for their subsi.qtence, they should only 
eat and drink at the wells with his sol
diers, for thus only could he be sure they 
were not autrering. Then haTing or
ganized a body of camel-drivers to main
tain his communications with his army, 
he started: The weight of nearly fifty 
years' service had not bent his head, the 
drain of many wounds h&d not chilled 
the fiery current of his blood. Refusing 
no labour, enduring every privation 
equally with the youngest and most 
robust of his troops, he led his small de
termined band into the heart of the 
tracklees desert ; not in mere pride &nd 
disdainful arrogance of daring, but for 
an object worth the risk. It was to 
strike at the vital parts of the Ameera' 
strength, and the basis of their confi
dence, and to find peace, he hoped, where 
they had prepared only war. • • • • 

" On the evening of the 5th he began 
this march. The night wu d&rk, the. 
sand deep, the guide lost the track ; 1.et 
the troops made nearly twenty-five mdes 
before they halted. The second day'a 
march was somewhat less, but forage 
failed, water became scanty, and he sent 
·back three-fourths of his cavalry, retain
ing onl;r fifty of the beat, and hoping,
rather than expecting, that be should lie
able to retain even those beyond another
day. Yet he was resolute to proceed
while he could keep a hundred men toge
ther.

" Roostum and his armed follower■,
ten timea the number oftbe British, and
ha Ting senn guns, were now discoTered
'on the ftanlr.; the general treating that
Ameer as one who could not but be sub
missiTe, sent MaJor Outram to bring him
to reason, ■till pushing on himaelf with
his fifty wild horsemen, his two howit-•
zera, and his three hundred Irish infan.
try, whose Guebre blood, bounding in
their veins, seemed to recognize the
divinity of that Eastern sun which their
forefathers had worshipped two thousand
years before.

"It was a wild and singular country
the wilderness through wliich they were
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pu1ing. The sand-hills stretched north 
and south for hundreds of miles, in pa
rallel ridges, rounded at top, and most 
symmetrically plaited lille the ripple on 
the seashore after a placid tide. Vary
ing in their heights, their breadth, and 
steepness, they presented one uniform 
■nrfaee, but while some were only a mile
broad, others were more than ten miles
acroH ; some were of gentle slopes and
low, others lofty, and 10 steep that the
howitzers could only be dragged up b7
men. The sand was mingled with shells, 
and run in great 1trcams resembling nu
merous rivers, skirted on each side by
parallel streaks of soil, which nourished
Jungle, yet thinly and scattered. The
tracks of the hyena and wild boar, and
the prints of small deer's footsteps, were
sometimes seen at fir;;t, but they soon
disappeared, and then the solitude of the
waste was unbroken.

" For eight dais these intrepid sol
diers traversed th111 gloomv region, liT
ing from hand to mouth ; uncertain each 
morning if water could be found in the 
evening, and many times it was not 
found. They were not eTen sure of 
their right course : yet with fiery valour 
and untiring strength they continued 
their dreary, daugeroua way. The ca
mels found very little food, and got 
weak, but the stout infantrv helped to 
drag the heaTy howitzers up the sandy 
steeps; and all the troops, despising 
the danger of an attack from the Beloo
cheea, worked with a power and will 
that overcame every obstacle. On the 
eighth day they reached Emaum Gbur, 
eager to strike and storm, and then was 
seen how truly laid down is Napoleon's 
great maxim, that moral force is in war 
to physical force, as four to one. Mo
hamed Khan, with a atrong fortress, 
well proTided, and ha Ting a garrison six 
times as numeroUB u the band coming 
to assail him, had fled with hie treasure 
two days before ; taking a 1outherly di
rection, he regained the Indus by tracks 
with which his people were -11 ac
quainted, le&TinJ all his atoret of grain 
and powder behmd I" 

The place wu then blown up with 
the gunpowder, which loaded twenty
tour minee 11 

" The first three day• or hi1 return 
through the desert were Tt1ry trying, 
but on the fourth he found water and 
forage. On the eighth day, that ia to 
say the 23rd of January, be reached 
Peer-Abu-Bekr, where he re-united bis 
whole army, and halted on account of 
new political combination&, new diplo
macy, and new difli�ultiea_ of a nature to 
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put bis firmness and sagacity to the 
s.>Terest tests. Eighteen days he had 
bt en wandering in the waste, opposed 
bT obstacles demanding the utmost bo
d''.y exertions from all under him to 
o, mome; suft"ering priTations and risk
ing claugers, requiring the greatest men
u! m«gJ to race unappalled. Yet he 
came bark triumphant, without a check, 
wiffiODt the loss of a man, without eYeu 
a ,ick soldier• ha Ting attained bis objoot, 
dispersed the .Ameer"■ army, and baffled 
tlkir plan or campaign ... 

We now torn to the battle of Meea
nee, fought in February, HUS, one of 
the most terrific conflicts over which 
the banner o( England ever waved. We 
have not space to enter into a descrip
tion of the campaign previous to this 
engagement ; (or this we must refer to 
tl,e .-ork itself. It is merely necessary 
to �be briefly the strength and 
poeition of the two armies immediately 
before the fight, and make such ex
trada from General William Napier's 
ICCOllllt, as mav aff'ord our readers 
- idea of the nature and importance 
,.,r the action, and the bravery and con-
1ammate ■kill with which it was won. 
Further than this, without the aid of 
plans ud lengthened military details. 
it would not be po■11ible to effect. 

Sir Charles Napier wa■ in the field 
.-ith IIC!U'Ce two thomand eight hun
dred men by him, and of these but five 
hundred o( the twenty-second, led by 
the gallant Pennefather, were British. 
The Belooch army in bis vicinity was 
at that moment upwards of fifty thou
sand strong. Of these, thirty thou
sand were within ten mile■ of him, and 
t•ent1 thouund more were fMt ap· 
proadaing the former. Major Outram, 
tlw political agent, wa■ at Hydrabad, 
llfgoeiating with the Ameen, who, 
playing the u■ml game of deceit and 
pn,cnstination, absolutely persuaded 
him that their inteutiona were amica
llle, and that their forces had been dis
penell ; and 10 infatuated wa■ the 
tfiplomat by their specious promises and 
liu, that be actually wrote to the ge
DeTal on the 12th instant, to come 
al- to Hydrabad, "a■ it would re
lDOTe all doubt." "Unquestionably," 
aclaimed the veteran commander, in 
h;adry, caustic style, "it would remove 
all doobr., and my head from my 
aboulden." The very same day, Hyat 
Khan, a Marree chief, wu taken pri
lODa",aad leUen were found on bit per
lOII from MolJamet -� simll him 

notice that the Beloocheea would assem
ble on the plain ofMeeanee, and enjoin
ing him to bring every fighting man of' 
bis tribe to that spot. On the 14th, the 
residency at Hydrabad wu attacked, 
and Major Outram, after a moat gallant 
defence, narrowly eacaped with his 
life. Had Sir C. Napier joined him, 
and sent the army, a■ be wished, up to 
Meerpore, the disasters of Afl'ghan
istan would undoubtedly have been 
repeated on the plains of Scinde, and 
the "BritilA Kabookd."

In a Fullailee, or dry bed of a river, 
on the plain of Meeanee, fifteen thou· 
sand Beloochees were entrenched, and 
several large armies were on the point 
of •crossing the Indus to join them, 
both on the flanks and rear of the Bri
tish. Had these been allowed time 
to join the main body at Meeanee, were 
they even an armed mob, instead of' 
the sur�st swordsmen of Asia, it would 
have been impossible for the handful 
of British, (then not quite two thou
sand six hundred, including officers,) 
to have opposed them. Not a moment 
was to be lost. Twenty thousand Be
loochees suddenly crossed the Indus on 
the 14th and 15th, and in a few hours 
more the whole arm7 of tlie Ameen 
would have been in his front and rear • 

On the night of the 16th, at eight 
o'clock, the British army marched, 
and next morning the advanced-guard 
discovered the Ameen camp. The 
Beloochees were then in position30,000 
strong, with five guns, occupying the 
Fullailee for about I,2bu yardft in 
len!{th, their wings resting on large 
Shikargaba or woods, and having the 
dry bed of the river in front. On 
the margin of the wood, on the ene
mies left, they had erected a wall 
which, when the English would form, 
would consequently face their right 
wing. In this wall there wu one 
11mall opening, and in the Shikargab 
or wood behind it 7,000 chosen men 
were concealed for the purpose of 
rushing out through the narrow aper
ture, and turning the flank and rear 
of' the British a■ they advanced to the 
attack. From the nature of the 
ground and the peculiarity of the 
Beloochee position, defended on each 
aide bv a thick wood in addition to 
this wall, it would be a fruitless un
dertaking to endeavour to turn their 
wings, ao that it became& fair atand-up. 
tight in the front 1ia-
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" There wu no Tillage with walls 
near in which to place the baggage; 
bat with a happy adaptation of the an
cient German method, the general cast 
thi• enormous mass into a circll', clo,e 
behind his line of battle; then surround
ing it with the camels, who were made 
to lie down having their heada inwards, 
he placed the bales betwttn them as 
ramparta for the armed followers to 
fire onr; thus forming a species of 
fortress not euily stormed if bravely 
defended.'' 

The battalion or the 22nd " WU 
eomposed entirely or Irishmen, strong 
ot body, high-blooded, fierce, impetu
ous soldiers, who saw nothing but 
victory �fore them, and counted not 
the number of their enemies." 

The plain between the two armiet1 
was about 1,000 yards acrosa, but e:r
cept their artillery, scarcely a vestige 
or the enemy was to be seen. The 
Bllloocbees always en11COnce themselves 
in holes and nullahs, 1uch as the 
ground then presented, waitin(l' the 
approach of the roe. Thus they re
main, with "matchlocks resting on 
the edge or their cover, and never fire 
until the mark i1 close ; then throwing 
down the discharged weapon, they leap 
out with sword and shield, and strong 
and courageous must the man be who 
stands berore them and liYes." 

Led on by their intrepid commander, 
the Briti,h advanced against their con
cealed roe till they approached the 
wall skirting the wood on their right, 
The single opening in this was then 
unoccupied, it being the design of the 
Beloocheet1 to ra&h out, 7,000 strong, 
after the English had taken up their 
position, and turn (111 inevitabl1 the1 
would) our right wing-

" The general rode near this wall, 
and found it waa nine or ten feet high ; 
he rode nearer and marked it had no 
loop holes for the enemy to shoot 
through ; be rode Into the opening un
der a play of matchlocks, and looking 
behind the wall aaw there wu no &caf.. 
folding to enable the Beloochs to fire 
onr the top Thrn the in4piration of 
genius came to the aid of heroism. 
Taking the grenadier� of the 22nd. ha 
thrust them at once into the opening, 
telling their brave captain, Ta •, that 
be was to block up that entr:mce-to 
di11 there if It mu�t be, never to glYe 
way I And well did the gallant fellotr 
all.y his order• ; he died there, but the 
opening WU def..W. TM-fN&C ..... 
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parity of number11 was thus abated, and 
the action of six thousand men para
lyzed by the more ski,:u, action of only 
eighty I It was, on a smaller i<ca.le as 
to numbers, a stroke of generalship like 
that which won Blenheim tor the Duke 
of Marlborough." 

It wu the Thermoplya of Meeanee. 
The formation of the British line wu 
still incomplete, when the Yoice of the 
general, ■hrill and clear, was heard 
along our line commanding the charge. 

.. Then rose the British ■boat. the 
English guns wrre run forward into 
position, the infantry closed upon the 
Fullailee with a run, and rushed up the 
sloping bank. The Beloochs, having 
their matchlol'ks laid ready in rest along 
th,- summit, waited until the assailants 
were within fifteen yards ere their vol
lny was delivered; the rapid pace of the 
British, and the stct"pneH of the 9Jope 
on the inside deceiYed their aim. and the 
exec-ution was not great : the ne:rt mn
ment the 22nd were on the top of the 
bank, thinking to bear down all before 
them, bot thry staggered hack in amaze
ment at the forest of swords waYing in 
th.-ir front! Thick as stan,ling corn, 
and gorgeous as a field of flowers, stood 
the Belooehs in their many-coloured 
garments and turbans; they filled the 
broad deep bed or the Fallaillee, they 
clustered on both banks, and coYered 
the plain beyond. Guarding their h•ads 
with their large dark shield1, they shook 
their sharp sword11, beaming in the sun, 
their shouts rolled like a peal of thunder, 
u with frantic gestures they rushed 
forwar,ls, and full against the front of 
the 22nd dashed with demoniac atr.-ngth 
and ferocity. Bat "·Ith 11hoats as loud, 
and 11hrieks as wild and tlerce as theirs, 
and hearts as big, and arm1 u strong, 
the lri•h soldiera met them with that 
qnf!f'II of weapona the mu1ket, ■ad aent 
tlieir foremost muaea rolling back in 
blood." 

. . . . . 

"Now the Beloochs closed their c!ense 
ma.sses, and again the shoats and the 
rolling tire of musketr7 and the dn!ad. 
ful rush of the 11wordamen were h.ard 
and aeen along the whole line, and eut-h 
a flght en,ued as bu seldom been known 
or told ofin the records of war. For 
ever those wild wanior1 came close up. 
■word and shield in advance. atriving in 
all the fierceneH of their valour to break 
into the opposing rankl ; no flre of 
small arm•, no push of bayonets, no 
1weepin� diPCharges of grape from the 
gun•, which were plantNI in - man 
on the rlpt, eoul4 drift tlle sallut 
fellowtbaqiCMJp-te.&Wr.lnuta. 
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to the shot. they leaped upon the guns, 
and •ere blown away by twenties at a 
time; their dead went down the steep 
!l;ipe by hundreds; bat the gap■ in
their muaes were continually filled up
from the rear, the suniTors of the front
rank still pressed forwards with un
ahtt'.l fury, and the bayonet and the
111�rd cJasbed in full and frequent con-
1!:tt."

At lut, after a terrific fight of' three 
hour,,• that inevitable crisis belonging 
to tTffl"! battle which off'era victory to 
the rommander who most promptly 
and strongly aeizes the occasion, ar
rind at Meeanee." Napier saw that 
it •u the precise moment, and bring
ing hi■ small band of' e&Talry to bear 
nu the enemy'• wings, and sustaining 
their f'oll force in the centre, the Beloo
rhtts began to waTer, and being hnrd 
rushed by the British, slowly rl'treated, 
fighting hand to hand and foot to foot 
f"i"J inch of ground. And how 
&rffl7 the brave barbarians still 
foogbt may be gathered from this :-

" A 101dier of the 22nd regiment 
boanctinr forwud, drove his bayonet 
into tbe breast of a Beelooch : instead 
aC falling, the rugged warrior cast away 
hi, shield, and llt'izing the musket with 
llis lefi baud, writhed his body forward 
on the bayonet, until be could with one 
••eq, of his sword-for the Beloocb
Dftds uo second blow-nnge himself.
Both fell dead together."

We think we remember reading of' 
• similar instance of' heroism occur
ring between an Engliiih soldier and a
Seottisb broadswordman, at the battle
of Culloden, and the last file of' Indian
newspaper■ recounts another such in
the recent conflict between the Briti1b
troops and the mountain robbers,
•bom Sir C. Napier is now reducing
to order and obedience.

Sach is a very brief outline of the 
battle of Meeanee :-

. .. It was in its general arrangements, 
111 an tlaat depended on the C!Ommander, 
•. IDOClel of akill and intrepidity com
liillf:d ; and in its detail• fell nothing 
5'°n or any reeorded deed, of arms, 
The front or battle -.·u a chain of ,ingle 
C!J!Dhats, where no quarter wu giYen
.lOOe c-aJJed for-none expected : Sepoys 
and Europeans, &lld Belooc:ba, were 
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alike bloody and remorseless, taking 
life for life-giving death for death. 
The ferocity on both sides was unbound
ed-the carnage horrible. The general, 
seeing a 22nd soldier going to kill an 
exhaustl'd Belooch chief, called to him 
to spare; the man drove bis bayonet 
deep, and then turning, justified the 
act with a homely ezpresaion, terrible 
in its truthrulness accompanying such a 
deed-" This day, ge11mil, tl,e ahaabk, 
Aaue it all to tl'ltmM!l11e1. 

" Twenty European g1111tlemen, in
cluding four field-officers, went down in 
this battle-11ix killed ; and with them 
two hundred and fifty sergeants and 
privates, of whom nearly aixty were 
slain outright; and it is to be obaerved, 
that the Sepoy grenadiers having been 
but slightly engaged, this loss was 
nearly a sixth part of the fighting forco. 
The loss of the Beloochs was enormous, 
almost exceeding belief. A careful com
putation gave 1ix thousand, and most or 
those died, for no quarter wu giHn; 
only those whose wounds did not dis
able them could have escaped: a thou
sand bodies were heaped iu the bed of 
the Fullailee ! Thus, in four hours, two 
thousand men struck down six thou
sand I three to each man! At Sala
manca, one hundred thousand men, with 
a hundred and thirty pieces of artillery, 
were engaged for seven or eight hours, 
and the loss of the British scarcely ex
ceeded five thousand I Such and so 
terrible was the battle of Meeanee. 

" That night the English general 
formed hia camp on the plain beyond 
the Fullailee ; but ere he went to rest 
himself, he rode to tho scene of carnage, 
and alone, in the mid�t of the dead, 
raued his hands to heaven, and thus 
questioned bim■elf aloud-

" • Am I guilty of this 11lau�hter ?' 
His colllciene.e answered, • No." 

And f'rom a careful pernsal of the 
entire evidence on thia subject, we 
fully exonerate him from the foul 
charges of provoking hostility that 
have been made againAt him. 

We �not tight the battle or Hy
drabad, our ■pace forbids it. For it, 
we must refer our readers to the work 
itself, warning, however, our profes
sional readers not to take it up till 
th!'y have full leisure to go through 
with it, or briefs and patients may be 
lost by the fascinations which this glo
rious recital of the Conquest of Scinde 
presents. 




