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The. Conguest of Scinde.

[July;

THE CONQUEST OF SCINDE.

WHEN we take up the history of a con-
quest, particularly when that conquest
has occurred in our own times, and
has added one of the richest and most
fertile countries in the world to our
own, we are led to speculate on and
inquire into the following topics—in-
quiries which may be instituted with
advantage in the study of all histories,
but which, for the reasons just as-
signed, and for the national honour of
our native land, and the character of
her soldiers and statesmen, it is abso-
lutely necessary should be fairly and
distinctly placed before the public.
These are—the right of conquest ; the
necessity for conquest; the means
whereby that conquest is obtained ;
and the benefit conferred on one or
both countries, or on mankind gene-
rally by it.

With the first of these propositions
we do not in the present instance feel
inclined to deal, as it involves the ques-
tion of the right which the British and
the Anglo-Indian government had, or
assumed to have, of at all entering,
then diplomatically interfering with, or,
more properly speaking, invading, (for
such is the modus operandi of our Eas-
tern politicians,) and afterwards war-
ring with the Scindian nation. Whe-
ther the English in Hindostan were wise
in ever crossing the Indus, either for
commercial or hostile purposes—whe-
ther justified by fears of western inno-
vation, or forced to it in order to
redress grievances and insults—to as-
sist an ancient ally, or to place an in-
fatuated and imbecile barbarian mo-
narch on the throne of a kingdom,
where he possessed neither the fear nor
the affection of the people—areall mat-
ters of deep moment, intimately mixed
up with this question, for which the
government of Lord Auckland, and
the instigators of the invasion by Lord
Keane, have to answer ; but which we
have neither space nor inclination to

discuss in this review. The disasters
in Affghanistan are of too recent a
date, and the wound inflicted on our
national honour is still too fresh, to
require much to be said as to the result
of that most calamitous and ill-judged
proceeding. The memory of our gal-
lant countrymen who perished at Kabool
and in the Kyber, where the snows of
the mountains were their winding-
sheets, and the wild winds of the desert
their only mourners, is still green in
our memories ; whilethe effectof the de-
struction of our armies on the mind of
a country where we exist but by the
force of moral power, went nigh to
shake the very foundations of our em-
pire in the east. That the advance of
the British towards the Persian fron-
tier and our attempt to carry war iuto
the centre of Asia, was a rash, un-
necessary, and ill-advised step, most
men who have thought upon and exa-
mined into the history of India for the
last ten years, are now thoroughly con-
vinced ; but that step once taken, the
other, the occupation of Scinde, became
absolutely necessary. First, it was
necessary to inflict such a just and
wholesome chastisement on the authors
of our late discomfiture, as would not
only retrieve our national honour, but
strike terror into the boasting hearts
of the barbarian hordes with whom we
dealt ; then conduct, by a safe retreat,
our thinned and scattered bands back
to the British provinces; and by a last,
but a decisive blow, re-establish our
position in the plains of Hindostan.
And this was effected in a masterly
manner by the heroism, coolness, and
unflinching courage of Sale, Pollock,
and Nott.

At this juncture, however, another
and most important military move was
to be made, and precisely at that mo-
ment a change took place in the whole
management of India, by the recall of
Lord Auckland and the appointment

* The Conquest of Scinde, with some Introductory Passages in the Life of Major-
General Sir Charles James Napier. Dedicated to the British People. By Major-
General W. F. P. Napier. Member of the Swedish Royal Academy of Military
Science, Author of *‘ History of the War in the Peninsula and the South of

France.” London: T. & W. Boone.
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of Lerd Ellenborough as governor-

Here we must, however,
i to place before our readers the
way in which we first gained a footing
in Scinde—a footing which, though
then (1838) unwarranted, it subse-
qeently became necessary to maintain
atall risks.
8cinde, the Egypt of the Indus, in
ancient times peopled by a pagan race,
the Dhurs or Sindees, was conquered
by the Mahomedans of Damascus in
the eighth century. Tean centuries
later, the Persian Kalloras, a swarm of
wmilitary fanatics, not unlike the Wha-
babees of more modern times, overran
that coantry, and retained it in whole
or in part till 1770, when a tribe of the
Talpoores descended from their moun-
tains in Beloochistan, and settled in the
fertile plains of Scinde. These hardy,
ising soldiers soon possessed such
sway in the land, that they disputed for,
and finally rescued the command of
the conntry from the Kolloras—trea-
chery and assassination being equally
resorted to by both sides. About the
year 1800, two brothers of the Tal-
family divided thekingdom, reign-
ing under the titles of Ameers of Upper
and Lower Scinde—the former at
Kyrpoor, and the latter at Hydrabad ;
and the turban in both governments
de eended, not in the direct line of the
sous, but_ :.ol t!‘)_e s;ld:ot brotl;;r. The
third espital of Scinde was Meerpoor.
The Awmears once established in the
sovereiguty, soon called down more
Belooches from the hills, making them
largegrants of land on military tenure.

“For the Bal:loch. J::“ wn: inde;rd a
anquest, resemblin, of the Nor-
mans in England wh%n Harold fell; for
each chief was lord of the soil, holding it
by military tenure, yet in this differing
from his Norman prototype, that the
Ameers could, and often did, deprive
kim of his Jagheere or t from
agrice. This precarious tenure sti-
mnisted bis ‘innate rapacity; and the
Belagch is by natare grasping, and habi-
taally an oppressor. He is a fatalist
from religion, and therefore without
remorse ; an overbearing soldier without
fear, and a strong-handed robber with-
out shame, because to rob has ever been
the custom of his race. Athletic, and
skilled in the use of his weapons, for to
tbe sword only, not the plough, hishand
clutches, ‘he is known,’ says his con-
z:::r. ‘by his slow rolli:g gsit, his

aspect, his heavy sword and broad
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shield, by his dagger and matchlock.
Labour be despises, but loves bis neigh-
bour’s purse.’ It was, however, only
the Scindee and the Hindoo that he could
plunder, for his own race of the hills
were like himself in disposition, and
somewhat more robust. He was, more-
over, a turbulent subject, and often,
chief and follower, menaced the Ameers,
and always strived to sow dissensions,
knowing well that in the time of commo-
tion plunder would berife and pay high.
* The system of government was one
leading inevitably and rapidly to self-
destruction ; and it would seem as if the
Ameers had the instinct of this truth ;
for they secured their persons by nume-
rous slaves, being in the traffic o{ buman
beings, both exporters and importers,
chiefly of Abyssinian blacks, whom they
attached to their interests by manifold
favours ; and these men, called Siddees,
(Seedees,) served them with equal cou-
rage and devotion: to all others they
were brutal tyrants, cruel and de-
bauched. Their stupid seltish policy was
to injure agriculture, to check com-
merce, to oppress the working man, and
to accumulate riches for their own sen-
sual pleasures. ¢ What are the people
to us ?’ was the foul expression of Noor
Mohamed to Lieut. Eastwick. *Poor
orrich! what do we care, if they pay us
our revenue;—give us our hunting-
grounds and our enjoyments, that is all
we require.’ The most fertile districts
were made a wilderness, to form their
¢ shikargahs,’ or hunting-grounds. Their
Zenanas were filled with young girls
torn from their friends, and treated
when in the bareem with revolting bar-
barity. In fine, thelife of an Ameer was
one of gross pleasures, for which the
labour and blood of men were remorse~
lessly exacted,—the honour and happi-
ness of women savagely sacrificed !”

With this people, however, we
had but little intercourse. In 1775,
a British factory was established
and maintained for some years at
Tatts, and in 1779, Lord Wellesley
endeavoured to restore it, but the
influence of Tippo Sultanis said to have
prevented it. mioua treaties, chiefly
of a commercial nature, or for the pur-

. poseof excluding the French and Ame-

ricans, were made during the next
thirty years ; but of Scinde—its capa-
bilities, fertility, and vast resources,
no more than of its physical geography,
or the facilities of the great highway of
nations which passed through it—we
knew but by report, till Sir Alexander
Burnes, under pretence of carrying
presents to Runjeet Singh, entered the
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Indus in 1831 ; when said one of the
inhabitants — ¢ Alas ! Scinde is now
gone, since the English have seen the
river which is the high-road to its con-
%unt." The following season, Colonel

ottinger negociated some commercial
treaties, relating, for the most part, to
the navigation of the river. From that
period, it is manifest that the British,
if they did not actually covet this fair
l:ingdom, were at least determined on
meddling with its political affairs ; and
an opportunity was not long in pre-
senting itself ; for Runjeet Singh—
our ally l—seeking occasion for war-
ring with the Ameers—then also our
allies! l—Lord Auckland seized that
moment of trepidation and alarm for
offering British protection, on condi-
tion of the Ameers admitting and
g_lnying a British force to occupy

ydrabad, and likewise receiving a
political agent, who was to become
permanently established in the capital.
At this time, although a certain degree
of equality was understood to exist
among all the princes of Scinde, yet
the Ameers op Kyrpoor and Meer-
poor acknowledged the Hydrabad fa-
milly as the elder branch.

n 1838, the invasion of Affghanis-
tan was decided on, ostensibly for the
purpose of reinstating Shah Shoojah
on the throne of that kingdom, and
now Scinde became an object of vast
importance to the proposers of that
ill-fated politico-military speculation,
so fraught with disaster and misfor-
tune. Originally a province of the
Mogul empire, Scinde became tribu-
‘tary to Kabool about the middle of
the last century. This, however, from
“the instability and internal weakness
of that government, had for a long
time become a mere nominal depen-
dency; yet a large arrear of tribute,
and certain other rights, being claimed
" by the deposed sovereign of Khoras-
" san,® and in order to insure a passage
" for the British army across the country
of the Indus, it was necessary to enter
into other and closer diplomatic rela-
tions with the Ameers than had hereto-
- fore existed. For this purpose, a tripar-
tite treaty was first concluded between
the Maharajah Rungeet Singh, the
Anglo-Indian government, and Shah
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Shoojah. In the following paragraph,
which we quote from a work written
by some anonymous special pleader,
for the purpose of decrying the go-
vernment of Lord Ellenborough, and
advocating the propriety of his recall,
by the East India Directors, the con-
dition of affairs, as they staod in Feb-
ruary, 1842, is thus briefly laid before
us:—

¢ The conclusion of this treaty, and
the mode in which their interests were
affected by it, were communicated to
the Ameers by the British minister at
Hydrabad, who was instructed, also, to
announce the approach of the army in-
tended to reseat Shah Shoojah on the
throne of Kabool, A long course of
diplomatic proceedings, varied by sun-
dry hostile acts on the part of the Bri-
tish government, too well known to
require detail, here followed. These
ended in the conclusion of new treaties,
the effect of which was to add the
Ameers to the number of princes over
whom the British government held con-
trol, by the tenure of a subsidiary alli-
ance.”t

We cannot now pause to discuss
either the honesty or policy of these
measures, nor inquire why the circui-
tous route through Scinde was chosen,
instead of that through the Punjaub,
the country of an ally, the Maharajah;
neither can we debate the question
relative to certain treaties said to have
been broken by the English, concern-
ing the transit of arms u& the Indus ;
nor their interference with the Shikar-

hs, or hunting grounds of the

ords {of Scinde. We have read a
great deal, and in society we still hear
many laments on this latter subject,
and many warm invectives launched
against the British, for their cruelty
in depriving these poor princes of their
game preserves. These expressions
of sympathy show, however, but little
knowledge of the true nature of the
subject. Several of these Shikargabs
bordered the Indus, and the cutting of
fuel from these forests was expressly
stipulated for, and, therefore, the Bri-
tish had as just a right to do so, asa
railroad company to pass a ¢ Great
Western,” or a ‘ Great Southern,”
through an English gentleman’s de-
mesne. We are not prepared to dis-

® The native name for Affghanistan, whioh it is still called.
t «Indis and Lord Ellenborough,” &c. &o. &c., 8vo. London, 1844.
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pute the right which the Ameers had
of laying waste some of the most fer-
tile and thickly-populated districts of
their damlilniom, or the purpose of
creating these preserves, and turning,
if they pleased, or their subjects sub-
mitted to it, the abodes of man into
the haunts of savage beasts, even
thongh (as in ome instance we hear
that it was) it was done for a child,
thea but eight years old!! They had
just as good a right to have their
bunting grounds, as the English no-
bleman has to his deer park, or the
Irish gentleman to his snipe-bog. The
question of their preserves was mooted
much more at home and in the Indian
press, than it ever was on the scene of
action. The truth is—and thia can
be proved from the published parlia-
mentary reports—these Shik: s had
little to do in the matter ; the war
vith Scinde was, as it has been gra-
ically described by its conqueror,
“ the tail of the Affghan storm.”
&Lwd Aucldn;ld is r:hcalled, and in
beginning of 1842, the new gover-
nor-gtnernlnagrrivu in Calcatta. 8'l’-lero
itis to advert to the condi-
tion in which he found the country
over which he was appointed to rule,
and this condition has scarcely ever
been attempted to be disproved. We
shall quote two authorities on this
subject, and first that to which we have
already referred because written in
avowed hostility to the measures of
the late governor-general, its testi-
many is here of increased value : —

»

* In ordinary candour,” says the wri-
terof ‘India and I.ord Ellenborough,’ “it
must be admitted, that on the arrival of
Lord Ellenboroughin India, his situation
;as ﬁther enviahl‘e no; eas y.f I;:e fc;ung

e triumphant of Englan
hmbleg b disgpster and defeat. Agvnt
army ificed without any
mm:':‘i, advantage ; isolated bo-
dies of British troops still remained ex-
posed to danger, while a number of
m captives were in the hands of
a chief, on whose probable dispo-
sal of them no one could guess; the
power of the British name had received
a fearful diminution; the spirit of the
army was shaken by the disasters which
had overtaken their comrades, and the
past and the future seemed alike in-
volved in gloom.”

“In the interior of IoBis,” writes Ge-
-neral William Napler, in the work which
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forms the basis of this artiele, and which
we are now about to analyse, ‘‘univer-
sal despondency prevailed ; and such a
terror of the Affghans pervaded the po-
gulatiou, that it was scarcely possible to
nd resources for succouring the gene-
rals: of three hundred and fifty camels,
sent in one convoy to General Pollock,
three hundred nndv twenty were carried
off in a single night by their drivers,
who deserted, in fear, a day's march
from Peshawar. The governor-general’s
secret.plans were given to the news.
papers hy men in office; and a mis-
chievous, ignoble spirit, the natural
consequence of making editors and
money-seekers the directors of states-
men and generals, degraded the public
mind, nn§ shed its baneful influence
over the armly. In Scinde, deep-laid
plans of hostility were on the point of
execution. At Madras, several Sepoy
regiments, smarting under a sordid eco-
nomy, were discontented, if not in ab-
solute mutiny. Actual insurrection ex-
isted at Saugur, and was spreading on
one side to Bundelcund i on the other,
‘along the Nerbuddas, to Boorampoor.
The ancient fear of England’s power—
that confidence in her strength which
upholds her sway, was nearly extin-
guished ; the Indian population, whe-
ther subjects of England, or of her
allies and feudatories, especially the
Mahomedan portion, desired and ex-
pected the downfall of her empire.”

We should be diverted from the
object of this critique were we to be
led into the discussion of the question
at issue between the late governor-
{eneul on the one hand, and the East

ndia directors and the Anglo-Indian
fren on the other. When Lord El-
enborough undertook the government
of Indis, it would appear that he either
anticipated the co-operation and sup-
port of the Ameers of Scinde, or me-
ditated their subjection to British rule;
the first he solicited in the form of
treaty, conferring mutual benefits ; this
they obstinately refused, even though
subsequently presented on the point of
the bayonet—the latter, the conquest
of Scinde, became from that moment
a stern necessity.

For years past an under current of
jealousy has been winding its way be-
tween the standing army and the
army of diplomats. Heretofore we
have ruled India chiefly by the lat-
ter—¢smart young men who speak
Persian,” as they have lately been
termed ; and grieved we are that we
should ever have had recourse to the
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valour of the former. By war, how-
ever, we lost cast in the Orient, and
by war and conquest was that cast to
be regained and peace restored—

¢ The Affghan war once kindled, that
invasion once perpetrated, the safety of
the troops engaged in it imperatively
required that Scinde should continue to
be occupied ; that the treaties concluded
with Lord Auckland should be loyally
adhered to by the Ameers. To have
abandoned Affghanistan ere victor,
bad redeemed the character of Britis
strength, would have been the signal
for universal commotion if not of insur-
rection throughout India. The baving
abandoned it at all led to the Scindian
war, which was an inevitable conse-
guence of the flagitious folly of the

rst enterprise.”

Lord Ellenborough proved the
Ameers treacherous—guilty of hourly
breaking existing compacts—stopping
and robiing our douks or mails—rais-
ing and organising animmense force for
the purpose of falling on the army re-
treating from Affghanistan—intriguing
with foreign princes hostile to the
Farenghees—entering into local com-

ts with one another to thrust the
English out of Scinde, and taking ad-
vantage of the general panic then
abroad, to regain those positions at
Kurrachee and elsewhere which had
long before been ceded to, and were
then occupied by the British ; and in
the words of one of their own mani-
festos, *to Kubool the British.”

In this state of affairs we turn to
our original assertion, that then the
subjugation of Scinde either by strong
and faithfully observed treaties, or the
harsh alternative of conquest became
indispensably necessary. Let us now
then examine into the means by which
that conquest was achieved by our gal-
lant countryman General Sir Charles
Napier, to defend whom, and the po-
licy of Lord Ellenborough, as well as
to transmit to later ages a faithful
record of this great enterprise, the
work which heads this article has been
written by the graphic, impartial, and
accurate historian of the Peninsular
war.

This work consists of two parts—
the first treats of the political proceed-
ings—the second, of the military ope-
rations in Scinde; and making all due
allowance for a brother's zeal aud

affectionate prepossessions, and taking
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into consideration the circumstance of
the book being written, as its author
expressly tells us in bis preface, for
the purpose ¢ of rebutting the factious
accusations made against a snccessful
general, in the hope of wounding,
through him, the nobleman under
whose auspices he conquered a great
and rich kingdom, and relieved a nu-
merous people from a miserable state
of slavery,” which at times changes
the tone of calm historical detail into
that of personal invective, this able
work is, we believe, a most faithful
record, compiled from the most auw-
thentic sources.

As a literary production, it will be
perused by all who admire the nervous,
energetic style peculiar to this author,
for the same vigour and graphic powers
of description—the same force and
aptitude of language—the sound logi-
cal reasoning —noble philanthropic
sentiment—eloquence in expression,
and poetry in thought, which charac-
terised the ¢ History of the War in the
Peninsula and the South of Francs,”
will be found in the pages of ¢ The
Conquest of Scinde.”

With the first part, which has beea

ublished some months, we do not now
intend to deal, further than the infor-
mation derived from the previously
quoted extracts requires. It com-
mences with a brief historical memoir
of the hero of Meeanee, which our
countrymen will feel pride in reading ;
but this we shall also pass over, as we
trust ere long to be able to preseut
our readers with a more finisheda por-
trait of that illustrious Irishman.

In reading the brilliant military
exploits of Sir Charles Napier in

Scinde, we can scarcely believe that
we are not turning over the pages of
some Eastern romance, where genigs,
chivalry, and personal prowess almost
supernatural, so blend with barbaric
splendour, and so interweave with ori-
ental babits, manners, and customs,
that it reminds us more of the tale of
some genii in a fairy land, than a novel
of real life. But neither personal
courage nor individual daring would
have availed against intrigue, subtilty,
deceit, and numbers far outnumbering
those which history has recorded es
having been engaged in similar posi-
tions, were tlml'e nowt;‘u, wisdom,
judgweant, and long ight, to guide
that intrepid conqueriog army. But
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for the indomitable energy, the quick.
ness of perception, the masterly skill,
and the unceasing reliance on his own
resources, of their veteran commander,
neitber the superior discipline, confi-
d:oce, nor valour of that small, but
resulute band, would have availed be-
fure the scorching fiery sun—the de.
vastating pestilence, and the sharp
swords of the Belooch warriors, the
bravest soldiers of Asia, *inured to
to!, and seasoned to the sun.”

Lord Ellenborough seems to have
at once grasped the position of the
Chancery suit bequeathed him by his
pred or ; he ch Sir C. Napier
as the executor of his plans, and de-
spatches bim from Bombay to Scinde,
to conmand an army Altoiether not
unounting at any time to three thou-
sand men, including British and sepoys,
infantry, cavalry, and artillery. In

September, 1842, Sir Charles arrived in
the vicinity of Hydrabad, and resolved
on paying a visit to the Ameers, an ac-
coantof which containedin the first part
ve would especially recommend to the

of our readers. We have

ulready said, that be was sent to nego-
ciate, or, if necessary, enforce a treaty,
and also preserve existing treaties,
Major Outram was the political agent
employed on this occasion, and it must
be acknowledged that he certainly used
more forbearance in his endeavours to
induce the Ameers to sign it; and de-
layed even beyond the prudence which
ufity warraoted, more than any per-
ton smilarly situated (not exceptin

Chinese Commissioner Elliot) ever dig

befure, or ever will, we hope, again.

The Ameers refused to fulfil the treaty,

they fought, and fell.

By three great military manasuvres,
alike distinguished for science, judg-
ment, and courage, Napier conquered
Scinde. The first of these was the cap-
ture of Emaum Ghur ; the second, the
baizle of Meeanee ; and the third, that
of Hydrabad. At this time it was ascer-
taised that the Ameers had upwards of
thousand fighting men in the

Emaum Ghur was a fortress of im-
@ense strength—indeed, supposed to
be impreguable—situated in the ver
beart of the desert, eight days’ marc
from the cultivated land. It was en-
compassed with walls of unburned
brick, forty feet in height, and con-
haineds citadel and eight other towers.
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A second wall, fifteen feet high, had
been recently erected ; and it is re-
markable that the materials of which
this fort was composed possess pecu-
liar strength against artillery, for the
shot easily penetrates, but brings down
nothing. It was always provisioned for
a year, and was at this time garrisoned
with two thousand chusen Belooch
warriors, besides containing an im-
mense magazine and several thousand
stand of arms. In a political point of
view it was also of great importance,
for there the Ameers, or a beaten
army, could always retreat in case
of difficulty or emergency ; and it was
believed by the rulers of Scinde to be
impregnable, as they themselves thus
expressed in one of their Dhurbars : —

¢ No European has ever seen Emaum
Ghur; it is built in the heart of the wil-
derness, it is only to be approached by
vague uncertain tracks, not known to
strangers, and in some places without
water for several marches. He cannot
reach us there.”

The British force having arrived at
the edge of the fertile Jand, the general
resolved to strike into the wilderness.
¢ Similar it was in design, but more
dangerousand more daring with respect
to the chances of a battle, than that of
Marius when he surprised the city of
Capsa in the Jugurthine war.” His
first notion was to march upon Emaum
Ghur with his whole force ; bat

‘ A native agent sent by the general,
to explore the route and noto the state
of the wells, came back with such a tale
of arid sands and dried up pits, that he
resigned all hope of being able to effect
his march with the whole army. With
surpassing hardihood he then selected
two hundred irregular cavalry,put three
bundred and fifty of the twenty-second
Queen’s regiment. on camels, loaded ten
more of those animals with provisions,
eighty with water, and resolved with
these five hundred men to essay that en-
terprise for which only the day before he
lwrn.llotted three thousand, thinking it
even then most hazardous, as in truth it

was.

“ The guide might be false and lead
him astray; Ali Moorad might prove a
traitor ; the wells might be poisoned or
filled up, or the water-skins might be
cut in the night by a prowling emissary.
The skirts of the waste were swarming
with thousands of Belooch horsemen,
who might surround him on the march,
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and the Ameers had many more and bet-
ter camels than he had upon which to
mount his infantry. Emaum Ghur, the
object to be obtained, was strong, well
provided, and the garrison alone four
times his number! To look at these
dangers with a steady eye, to neglect no
recautions, but, discarding fear, to
rave them and the privations of the un-
known desert, was the work of a master
spirit in war, or the men of ancient days
have been falsely and idly called great.
¢ He forced Ali Moorad and the na-
tive to go with him, warning them in his
quaint mode, that foul play would cost
them dear; that such was his anxiety
for their subsistence, they should only
eat and drink at the wells with his sol-
diers, for thus only could he be sure they
were not suffering. Then having or-
ganized a body of camel-drivers to main-
tain his communications with his army,
he started. The weight of nearly fifty
years' service had not bent his head, the
drain of many wounds had not chilled
the fiery current of his blood. Refusing
no labour, enduring every privation
equally with the youngest and most
robust of his troops, he led his small de-
termined band into the heart of the
trackless desert ; not in mere pride and
disdainful arrogance of darinf, but for
an object worth the risk. It was to
strike at the vital parts of the Ameers’
strength, and the basis of their confi-
dence, and to find peace, he hoped, where
they had prepared only war. . . . ,

““ On the evening of the 5th he began
this march. The night was dark, the
sand deep, the guide Jost the track; yet
the troops madenearlytwenty-fivemiles
before they halted. The second day’s
march was somewhat less, but forage
failed, water became scanty, and he sent
‘back three-fourths of his cavalry, retain-
ing only fifty of the best, an hogin 5
rather than expecting, that he should be
able to retain even those beyond another
day. Yet he was resolute to proceed
‘;hile he could keep a hundred men toge-
ther.

“Roostum and his armed followers,
ten times the namber of the Britisk, and
having seven guns, were now discovered
on the flank; the general treating that
Ameer as one who could not but be sub-
missive, sent Major Outram to bﬂff him
to reason, still pushing on himself with
his fifty wild horsemen, his two howit--
zers, and his three hundred Irish infan-
try, whose Guebre blood, bounding in
their veins, seemed to recognize the
divinity of that Eastern sun which their
forefathershad worshipped two thousand
years before.

It was & wild and singular country
the wilderness through which they were
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passing. The sand-hills stretched north
and south for hundreds of miles, in pa-
rallel ridges, rounded at top, and most
symmetrically plaited lihe the ripg;e on
the seashore after a placid tide. Vary-
ing in their heights, their breadth, and
steepness, they presented one uniform
surface, but while some were only a mile
broad, others were more than ten miles
across ; some were of gentle slo and
low, others lofty, and so steep that the
howitzers could only be dragged up by
men. The sand was mingled with shelis,
and runin great strcams resembling nu-
merous rivers, skirted on each si§e by
parallel streaks of soil, which nourished
Jungle, yet thinly and scattered. The
tracks of the hyena and wild boar, and
the prints of small deer’s footsteps, were
sometimes seen at first, but they soon
disappeared, and then the solitude of the
waste was unbroken.

* For eight days these intrepid sol-
diers traversed this gloomy region, liv-
ing from hand to mouth ; uncertain each
morning if water could be found in the
evening, and many times it was not
found. They were not even sure of
their right course : yet with fiery valour
and untiring strength they continued
their dreary, dangerous way. The ca-
mels found very little food, and got
weak, but the stout infantry hel to
drag the heavy howitzers up the sandy
steeps; and all the troops, despisiug
the danger of an attack from the Beloo-
chees, worked with a power and will
that overcame every obstacle. On the
eighth day they reached Emaum Ghur,
eager to strike and storm, and then was
seen how truly laid down is Napoleon’s
great maxim, that moral force is in war
to physical force, as four to one. Mo-
hamed Khan, with a strong fortress,
well provided, and having a garrison six
times as numerous as the band coming
to assail him, had fled with his treasure
two days before ; taking a southerly di-
rection, he regained the Indus by tracks
with which his people were well ac-
quainted, leaving all his stores of grain
and powder behind I"’

The place was then blown up with
the gunpowder, which loaded twenty-
four mines!!

“The first three days of his return
through the desert were very trying,
but on the fourth he found water and
forage. On the eighth day, that is to
say the 23rd of January, he reached
Peer-Abu-Bekr, where he re-united bis
whole army, and halted on account of
new political combinations, new diplo-
macy, and new difficulties of a nature to
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t his firmness and sagacity to the
&mt tests. Eighteen days’ he had
bcen wandering in the waste, opposed
by obstacles demanding the utmost bo-
d'y exertions from all under him to
o:ercome; suffering privations and risk-
ing dangers, requiring the greatest men-
tal energy to face unappalled. Yet he
came back triumphant, without a check,
without the loss of a man, without even
asick soldier, having attained his ubject,
dispersed the Ameer’s army, and baffled
tkeir plan of campaign.”

We now turn to the battle of Meea-
nee, fought in February, 1843, one of
the most terrific conflicts over which
thebammer of England ever waved. We
have not space to enter into a descrip-
tion of the campaign previous to this
engagement ; for this we must refer to
the work itself. It is merely necessary
to describe briefly the strength and
position of the two armiesimmediately
before the fight, and make such ex-
tracts from General William Napier’s
account, as may afford our readers
some idea of the nature and importance
«f the action, and the bravery and con-
summate skill with which it was won.
Further than this, without the aid of
plans and lengthened military details,
it would not be possible to effect.

Sir Charles Napier was in the field
with scarce two thousand eight hun-
dred men by him, and of these but five
handred of the twenty-second, led by
the gallant Pennefather, were British.

Tbe Belooch army in his vicinity was
at that moment upwards of fifty thou-
mnd strong. Of these, thirty thou-
sand were within ten miles of him, and
tventy thousand more were fast ap-

ing the former. Major Outram,

the political agent, was at Hydrabad,

oegociating with the Ameers, who,

playing the usual game of deceit and

Procrastination, absolutely persuaded

bim that their intentions were amica-

ble, and that their forces had been dis-

persed ; and so infatuated was the

dplomat by their specious promises and

liee, that he actually wrote to the ge-

veral on the 12th instant, to come
dlone to Hydrabad, * as it would re-
move all doubt.” ¢ Unquestionably,”
exclaimed the veteran commander, in
bisdry, caastic style, it wouldremove
all doabts, and my head from my
shoulders.” The very same day, Hyat
Khan, 8 Marree chief, wae taken pri-
soner,and letters were found on his per-

son from Mobames Khan, giving him
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notice thatthe Beloochees would assem-
bleon the plain of Meeanee, and enjoin-
ing him to bring every fighting man of
his tribe to that spot. On the 14th, the
residency at Hydrabad was attacked,
and Major Outram, after amost gallant
defence, narrowly escaped with his
life. Had Sir C. Napier joined him,
and sent the army, as ge wished, up to
Meerpore, the disasters of Affghan-
istan would undoubtedly have been
repeated on the plains o? Scinde, and
the ¢ British Kabooled.”

In a Fullailee, or dry bed of ariver,
on the plain of Meeanee, fifteen thou-
sand Beloochees were entrenched, and
several large armies were on the point
of ‘crossing the Indus to join them,
both on the flanks and rear of the Bri-
tish. Had these been allowed time
to join the main body at Meeanee, were
they even an armed mob, instead of
the surést swordsmen of Asia, it would
have been impossible for the handful
of British, (then not quite two thou-
sand six hundred, including officers,)
to have opposed them. Not a moment
was to be lost. Twenty thousand Be-
loochees suddenly crossed the Indus on
the 14th and 15th, and in a few hours
more the whole army of the Ameers
would have been in his front and rear.

On the night of the 16th, at eight
o'clock, the British army marched,
and next morning the advanced-guard
discovered the Ameers camp. The
Beloochees werethenin position 30,000
strong, with five guns, occupying the
Fullailee for about 1,200 yards in
length, their wings resting on large
Shikargahs or woods, and having the
dry bed of the river in front. On
the margin of the wood, on the ene-
mies left, they had erected a wall
which, when the English would form,
would consequently face their right
wing. In this wall there was one
small opening, and in the Shikargah
or wood behind it 7,000 chosen men
were concealed for the purpose of
rushing out through the narrow aper-
ture, and turning the flank and rear
of the British as they advanced to the
attack. From the nature of the
gound and the peculiarity of the

eloochee position, defended on each
side by a thick wood in addition to
this wall, it would be a fruitless un-
dertaking to endeavour to turn their
wings, so that it becamea fair stand-up.
fight in the front line—
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““ There was no village with walls
near in which to place the baggage;
but with a happy adaptation of the an-
cient German method, the general cast
this enormous mass into a circle, close
behind his line of battle ; then surround-
ing it with the camels, who were made
to lie down having their heads inwards,
he placed the bales between them as
ramparts for the armed followers to
fire over; thus forming a species of
fortress not easily stormed if bravely
defended.”

The battalion of the 22nd ¢ was
composed entirely of Irishmen, strong
of body, high-blooded, fierce, impetu-
ous soldiers, who saw nothing but
victory before them, and counted not
the number of their enemies.”

The plain hetween the two armies
was about 1,000 yards across, but ex-
cept their artillery, scarcely a vestige
of the enemy was to be seen. The
Beloochees always ensconce themselves
in holes and nullahs, such as the
ground then presented, waiting the
approach of tﬁe foe. Thus they re-
main, with * matchlocks resting on
the edge of their cover, and never fire
until tﬁe mark is close ; then throwing
down the discharged weapon, they leap
out with sword and shield, and strong
and courageous must the man be who
stands before them and lives.”

Led on by their intrepid commander,
the British advanced against their con-
cealed foe till they approached the
wall skirting the wood on their right.
The single opening in this was then
unoccupied, it being the design of the
Beloochees to rush out, 7,000 strong,
after the English had taken up their
position, and turn (as inevitably they
would) our right wing—

“ The general rode near this wall,
and found it was nine or ten feet high;
he rode nearer and marked it had no
Joop holes for the enemy to shoot
through ; he rode into the opening un-
der a play of matchlocks, and lookin
behind the wall saw there was no scaf-
folding to enable the Beloochs to fire
over the top Then the inspiration of
genius came to the aid of heroism.
Taking the grenadiers of the 22nd, he
thrust them at once into the opening,
telling their brave captain, Te ., that
he was to block up that entrance—to
die there if it must be, never to give
way! And well did the gallant fellow
dbey his orders ; he died there, but the
opening was defended. The -great dla
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parity of numbers was thus abated, and
the action of six thousand men para-
Jyzed by the more skiitu: action of only
eighty! It was, on a smaller scale as
to numbers, a stroke of generalship like
that which won Blenheim for the Duke
of Marlborough.”

It was the Thermoply= of Meeanee.
The formation of the British line was
still incomplete, when the voice of the
general, shrill and clear, was heard
along our line commanding the charge.

¢ Then rose the British shout, the
English guns were run forward into
osition, the infantry closed upon the
ullailee with a run, and rus up the
sloping bank. The Beloochs, baving
their matchlocks laid ready in rest along
the summit, waited until the assailants
were within fifteen yards ere their vol-
Joy was delivered ; the rapid pace of the
British, and the stcepness of the slope
on the inside deceived their aim, and the
execution was not great : the next mc-
ment the 22nd were on the top of the
bank, thinking to bear down all before
them, but they staggered back in amaze-
ment at the forest of swords waving in
their front! Thick as standing corn,
and gorgeous as a field of flowers, stood
the Beloochs in their many-coloured
garments and turbans; they filled the
broad deep bed of the Fullaillee, they
clustered on both banks, and covered
the plain beyond. Guarding their heads
with their large dark shields, they shook
their sharp swords, beaming in the sun,
their shouts rolled like a peal of thunder,
as with frantic gestures they rushed
forwards, and full against the front of
the 22nd dashed with demoniac strength
and ferocity. But with shouts as loud,
and shrieks as wild and fierce as theirs,
and hearts as big, and arms as strong,
the Irish soldiers met them with that
ueen of weapons the musket, and sent
their foremost masses rolling back in
blood.”

“ Now the Beloochs closed their dense
masses, and again the shouts and the
rolling fire of musketry and the dread-
ful rush of the swordsmen were heard
and seen along the whole line, and such
a fight ensued as has seldom been known
or told of in the records of war. For
ever those wild warriors came close up,
sword and shield in advance, striving in
all the fierceness of their valour to break
into the opposing ranks; no fire of
small arms, no push of bayonets, no
sweeping dircharges of grape from the
gunsa, which were planted in one mass
on the right, d drive the gallaat
followp back ; they gave their. .
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to the shot, they leaped upon the guns,
and were blown away by twenties at a
time ; their dead went d’own the steep
slope by hundreds; but the gaps in
their masses were cortinually filled up
from the rear, the survivors of the iront
rank still pressed forwards with un-
ataied fury, and the bayonet and the
‘s‘lr-rd clashed in full and frequent con-
tict.”

At last, after a terrific fight of three
bours,  that inevitable crisis belonging
to every battle which offers victory to
the commander who most promptly
and strongly seizes the occasion, ar-
rived at Meeanee.” Napier saw that
it was the precise moment, and bring-
ing his small band of cavalry to bear
on the enemy’s wings, and sustaining
their fall force in the centre, the Beloo-
chees to waver, and being hard
pushed by the British, slowly retreated,
fighting band to hand and foot to foot
every inch of ground. And how
fiercely the brave barbarians still
fooght may be gathered from this :—

*“ A soldier of the 22nd regiment
bounding forward, drove his bayonet
imto the breast of a Beelooch: instead
of falliog, the rugged warrior cast awa,
bis shiels, and seizing the musket wit!
his left hand, writhed his body forward
on the bayounet, until he could with one
sweep of his sword—for the Belooch
needs no second blow—avenge himself.
Both fell dead together.”

We think we remember reading of
a similar instance of heroism occur-
riog between an English soldier and a
Seottish broadswordman, at the battle
of Calloden, and the last file of Indian
Dewspapers recounts another such in
the recent conflict between the British
troops and the mountain robbers,
whom Sir C. Napier is now reducing
to order and obedli)ence.

Such is a very brief outline of the
tattle of Meeanee :—

. “ It was in its general arrangements,

inafl that ded on the commander,

2 model of skill and intrepidity com-

; and in its details fell nothing

short of any recorded deeds of arms,

The front of battle was a chain of single

combats, where no quarter was given—

Boue called for—none expected : Sepoys
aod Earopeans, and Beloochs, were
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alike bloody and remorseless, taking
life for life—giving death for death.
The ferocity on both sides was unbound-
ed—the carnage horrible. The general,
seeing & 22nd soldier going to kill an
exhausted Belooch chief, called to him
to spare; the man drove his bayonet
deep, and then turning, justified the
act with a homely expression, terrible
in its truthfulness accompanying such a
deed—** This day, general, the shambles
have it all to themselves.

¢ Twenty European gentlemen, in-
cluding four field-officers, went down in
this battle—six killed ; and with them
two bhundred and fifty sergeants and
privates, of whom nearly sixty were
slain outright ; and it is to be observed,
that the Sepoy grenadiers having been
but slightly engaged, this loss was
nearly a sixth part of the fighting forco.
The loss of the Beloochs was enormous,
almost exceeding belief. A ecareful com-
putation gave six thousand, and most of
those died, for no quarter was given;
only those whose wounds did not dis-
able them could have escaped: a thou-
sand bodies were heaped in the bed of
the Fullailee! Thus, in four hours, two
thousand men struck down six thou-
sand | three to each man! At Sala.
manca, one hundred thousand men, with
a hundred and thirty pieces of artillery,
were engaged for seven or eight hours,
and the loss of the British scarcely ex-
ceeded five thousand! Such and so
terrible was the battle of Meeanee.

*“That night the English general
formed hia camp on the plain beyond
the Fullailee ; but ere he went to rest
hiroself, he rode to the scene of carnage,
and alone, in the midst of the dead,
raised his hands to heaven, and thus
questioned himself aloud—

“¢‘Am I guilty of this slaughter?’
His conscience answered, ¢ No."”

And from a careful perusal of the
entire evidence on thia subject, we
fully exonerate him from the foul
charges of provoking hostility that
have been made against him.

We cannot fight the battle of Hy-
drabad, our space forbids it. For it,
we must refer our readers to the work
itself, warning, however, our profes-
sional readers not to take it up till
they have full leisure to go through
with it, or briefs and patients may be
lost by the fascinations which this glo-
rious recital of the Conquest of Scinde
presents.





