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TllE state of the revenue at the opening of the year was probably 
the only point to which the Ministerialists could revert with un
alloyed satisfaction. Neither the measures designed to conciliate 
Ireland, nor those destined to coerce her, were producing the 
results for which their authors looked. The area of disturbance 
had gradually extended until nearly one-half of the country was 
declared to be " dangerous " ; the decisions of the Law Courts 
were challenged by the landlords, whilst the eagerness of the 
latter to obtain the payment of arrears of rent was violently 
resisted by the tenants, many of whom had established their 

legal right to a reduced rental. On the continent of Europe 
although the pending questions in Greece and Montenegro seemed 
satisfactorily adjusted, our efforts to restrain the Egyptian Govern
ment from entering upon a perilous course were rendered nugatory 
by the unwillingness of France to lend herself to a joint policy or 
protectorate in the valley of the Nile, whilst in South Africa the 
settlement effected by Sir Garnet Wolseley was already giving 
signs of partial, if not of complete, collapse. 

At the very opening of the new year the two Cabinet Ministers 
who represented Birmingham-Mr. Bright and Mr. Chamberlain
fairly placed before their constituents the difficulties of the situa-
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continued with undiminished frequency, and the perpetrators 
habitually escaped detection. Mr. Forster's rule at Dublin was 
pronounced even by Ministerial supporters to have been a failure, 
and his shutting up of the leaders of the Land League party to 
have been a fatal error, which placed under restraint the avowed 
chiefs of an open political movement, whilst it left at large the 
heads of those secret societies which aimed at nothing but 
anarchy and the subversion of all social government. Papers, 
like the Dauy Telegraph, which had during the autumn vehe
mently called for drastic measures, urged the Government to 
release Mr. John Dillon at once, whilst in nearly every quarter the 
failure of coercive measures was recognised, and the responsibility 
of the Chief Secretary, at whose instigation they were passed, was 
widely proclaimed, and his ready adoption of the conclusions 
and prejudices of the Irish Executive was loudly blamed. 

The increasing interest displayed by the Farmers' Alliance 
and other similar associations for some improvement in the land 
laws, and for the wider recognition of tenants' rights, found 
expression not only in numerous speeches, but in a draft measure 
which was drawn up under a special committee of the tenant
farming class. On the other hand, the Central and Associated 
Chambers of Agriculture, speaking rather from the point of the 
landlords, although it is true they deprecated any such idea, 
formed a deputation to the Prime Minister, asking for some relief 
from the unjust incidence of local taxation, and plainly indicated 
that they looked to the National Exchequer for some considerable 
assistance towards the maintenance of the outdoor poor. In 
reply to the deputation, which was headed by Colonel Paget, M.P., 
Mr. Gladstone assured them that the various points brought under 
his notice had already occupied the attention of the Government ; 
and that a bill would be forthwith laid before Parliament embody
ing the views of the Cabinet. As to the demand for State aid for 
local purposes, he wished the deputation and those whom it repre
sented to consider, supposing that in the ensuing financial year the 
State revenue left no margin over the expenditure, whether they 
would be prepared to vote additional taxes in order to find means 
to give local aid. To this inquiry the meeting replied by loud 
cries in the affirmative, and Colonel Paget, in the name of the 
meeting, added that he took it to be the universal view that if 
the readjustment of local burdens they desired could only be made 
by imposition of new taxes, that new taxation they ought to have. 

Meanwhile affairs in Egypt were gradually drifting towards 
confusion. The Identical Note from England and France fre
quently announced was as often postponed. On his advent to 
power, M. Gambetta had suggested the despatch of joint instruc
ticms to French and English consuls at Cairo, promising the 
.Khedi ve material support in the event of a revolt against his 
authority. Lord Granville's assent to the proposal was for some 
time delayed, and although it was asserted that it had been decided 
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