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ENGLAND was half-startled, half-amused on New Year's Day, by an 
announcement that official relations with the Porte had been sus
pended. It was hardly possible to believe that any serious con
sequences could follow from the rupture, and yet so strong a mea
sure could not fail to cause some unea.Riness. The Austrian and the 
German ambassadors, it was said, were exerting themselves to heal 
the breach between Sir H. Layard and Said Pasha, the Turkish 
Prime Minister. But the former had put his foot clown, after long 
forbearance, and was not to be moved. He remained in semi
official relations with the Sultan, but he would hold no official 
communication with the Sultan's Ministers till certain demands 
had been complied with. 

These demands had reference to an incident petty enough in 
itself to be the cause of such a commotion. Several months before, 
a German Missionary, Dr. Koller, had been arrested and searched, 
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