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CHAPTER I. 

ENGLAN».-Both Houses of Parliament meet, after adjournE 
Christmas Recess, on the 10th of February-In the House , 
Earl of Derby endeavours to elicit from the Prime Minister 
of his intended measures-The Earl of Aberdeen declines 1 
further explanation of the intentions of Government-On t 
Lord Chancellor makes a full statement respecting the Law R, 
to be introduced by him-Remarks of Lord St. Leonarda and 
bell upon the intended measures-In the House of Commons, 
of FebruAry, Lord John Russell states the principal measu 
by the Government in the present Session. PERSECUTION o• I 
m. Tusc.a.NY-Mr. Kinnaird, on the 17th of Februa.1-y, move1
to the Crown on the Treatment of the Madiais-The Motion
by Lord Dudley Stuart-S_peeches of Mr. Lucas, Lord John
Bowyer, Mr. Drummond, Sir R. H. Inglis, Lord Palmerston
Members -The Motion is ultimately withdrawn. RELA
FBANc&-Mr. Disraeli calls the attention of the House of I
this subject in a speech in which he comments with some
recent 1peechet1 of Cabinet Ministers-He is answered by
Runell-=-&,eeches of Mr. Cobden, Sir J. Graham, Mr. M.
Baillie, and Lord Dudley Stuart-On the 4th of April, Lor
alludes, in the House of Lords, to the presentation of an A
the City of London to the French Emperor-A debate tak
which the Lord Chancellor and other Peers take part. EE
MAYNOOTB CoLL11a11-Mr. Spooner moves for an Inquiry into
-Mr. Scholefield opposes the Motion and moves an Amend:
is aeconded by Sir W. Clay-A long debate takes place, anc
upon adjournment, in which numerou1 Members take part-'
Motion being defeated by a division of 192 against 162, tl
continued upon the Amendment, which is finally negatived I
-In the Bouie of Lords the same subject is brought unde
by the Earl of Winchilsea, who moves for a Committee of In,
Aberdeen oppose• the Motion, proposing, hy way of Ame1
�ppointment of a Commiuion of Inquiry-A debate ensues, i
Evl1 of Roden, Deaart, Shaftesbury, and Derby, the Dukes
and Argyll, the Marquesle8 of Clanricarde and Lansdown1
Peen take part-Upon a diviaion the Motion is negatived.
0Lual' RauTa-On the 16"1 of February Mr. F. Peel mo
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to bring in a Bill to enable the Legislature of Canada to make provision 
concerning the Clergy Reserves-He prefaces his statement by a history 
of the past and present state of the 11uestion-On the Motion for the 
Second Reading m the House of Commons, on the 4th of l\larch, Sir J. 
Pakington moves that the Bill be read a second time that day six months 
-His speech-He is supported by Lord J. l\Ianners, l\Ir. Napier, Sir R.
Inglis and others-The Second Reading is advocated by Sir W. Moles
worth, Mr. Adderly, the Chancellor of the Exchequer, and :\Ir. Vernon,
and is carried by 275 to 192-Another debate arises on the Third Read
ing, which Mr. Walpole moves to postpone for six mc,nths-Ilis Speech
He is supported by Mr. Drummond, l\Ir. Napier, Sir J. Pakington, and
others-Mr. Peel, the Solicitor-General, Lord John Russell, and other
Members vindicate the measure, and the Third Reading is carried by
228 to 208-ln the House of Lords the Second Reading is moved on the
22nd of April by the Duke of Newcastle-The Bishop of Exeter mo\'es
that the Bill be read a second time that da.y six months-A debate
ensues in which Lords Lyttelton and St. Leonards, the Bishop of NorwicJ
and the Earls of Derby a.nd Grey take part-On the suggestion of t1 
Earl of Derby the Amendment is withdrawn, and the opposition reser•
for the Committee-Upon the House going into Committee, on the�
of April, a long debate arises on an Amendment proposed by the Ee
Derby to the first clause-Ilia Speech-He is followed by the Du'
Newcastle1 Lords Wicklow, Whameliff'e, Desart, and St. LeonarcJ
Duke of Argyll and Earl Grey, and tlie Bishops of St. David's, I 
Oxford, and Exeter-The Amendment is rejected by 117 against 
the Bill is pa.ased 

CHAPTER II. 

Lord J. Russell moves for a Committee of the whole House to 
Jewish Disahilities-It is opposed by Sir R. Inirlis, Sir Y 
Napier, and Mr. Wigram, and supported by Lord Monck, M 
mour, Mr. O'Connell, and Lord Drumlanrig-Upon a divisi, 
is carried, and a. Bill ordered to be brought in--The Bill 
the Second and Third Reading, but no new arguments a 
The. principal speakers against it are Sir F. Thesiger, J 
Mr. H. Drummond, Lord Adolphus Vane, Mr. Henley, l\' 
Mr. Cumming Bruce, Mr. Whiteside, Mr. Goulburn, and 
In its favour are Mr. B. Osborne, l\Ir. J. Herbert, Lord J. f 
Murphy, the Solicitor-General, Mr. Bright, and l\Ir. l<'i 
passes the Commons-In the House of Lords the Secon< 
posed by the Earl of Aberdeen-The Earl of Shaftesbu· 
Bill be read a second time that day six months-A 
which the Bill is supported by the Earl of Albemarle 
Dublin, the Bishop of Bt. David's, and Lord Brough, 
the Ea.rl of Darnley, the Bishop of Salisbury, the ' 
and Harrowby, and is lost upon a division by 164 t, 
April the Earl of Aberdeen announces to the Hou 
of 11, Prince, and their Lordships vote a congratu1 

Majesty-The same vote is pused in the lioull( 
Motion of Lord John Russell, 11CConded by M 
EDuoATION-Lord John Ruuell states at grea' 
intentions of the Government upon this subject-
Mr. Hume2 Mr. W. J. Fox, Sir R. Inglis, Mr. '
Blackett, Lord J. Manners, and Mr. Gladston, 
The Chanoellorof the Exchequer introduces hit 
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of the National Debt-After a number of observations and criticisms by 
various Members, they are agreed to. THE BuDOET-The Chancellor of 
the Exchequer, in a most lucid and able address of five hours, lays before 
the House of Commons his Financial Schem&-Leading topics of his 
Speech-Alterations in the Income Tax-Irish Consolidated Annuities
Legacy Duties-Spirit Duties-Licences-Assessed Taxes-Tea Duties 
and Remission of the Soap Dutie11-Ilis statement is received with great 
applause • • • • • • • • • • • [33 

CHAPTER III. 

The discussion on the Mini1terial propositions begins on the 25th of April 
-Sir E. B. Lytton moves an Amendment to the first RePolution-His 
Speech-The debate is continued for four nights-Speeches of Mr. E. 
Denison, Mr. Booker, Mr. Hume, Colonel Sibthorp, Mr. Fagan, Mr. Buck, 
Mr. Blackett, Mr. Knightley, Mr. Maguire, Mr. Warner, Mr. Newdegate, 
Mr. Monckton Milnes, Mr. Drummond, Mr. Muntz, Mr. Stanhope, Mr. J. 
Ball, Mr. Grogan, Mr. Cobden, Mr. Serjeant Shee, Mr. J. L. Ricardo, Mr. 
French, Mr. Bellew, Mr. Sanders, Sir F. Baring, Lord Lovaine, Mr. C. 
Fortescue, the Marquess of Granby, Sir C. Wood, Mr. G. H. Moore Mr. 
J. M. M'Gregor, Colonel Harcourt, and othen; Lord Jocelyn, Mr. Card•
well, Mr. Cairns, Sir W. Clay, Sir F. Kelly, Mr. Lowe, Mr. J. Butt, Mr. 
Serjeant Murphy, Mr. Connelly, Mr. Disraeli, and Lord John Russell
The Amendment is negatived by 323 to 252-0ther Amendments are 
moved, and some hot altercations arise amongst the Irish Members
Mr. Lawless moves to exempt Ireland-In tho course of the debate which
follows, great confusion and interruption is caused by a charge of cor• 
rupting Irish Members made against the Ministry by Mr. Duffy-Mr. 
LawleBS's Amendment is rejected-Captain Maguire's charge against the 
Government of breach of contract with the Irish Members occasions some 
further angry discussion-Mr. R. Palmer moves an Amendment-In the 
debate which follow11 he is supported by Mr. Miles, Mr. Buck, Mr • 
.Aglionby, Mr. Spooner, Sir W. Jollilfe, Mr. Disraeli, Lord John Manners; 
and opposed by Captain Scobell, Mr. Phillips, Colonel Harcourt, Mr. 
Bright, Sir T. Acland, l\-Ir. Gladstone, and Lord John Russell - Upon 
a division the Amendment is negatived-Mr. Vansittart proposes an
.Amendment-Sir F. Kelly, Mr. Banks, and others speak in support of,
and Mr. Gladstone, Mr. Bright, and Sir J. Shelley against it-Upon a.
division the House suf ports the original Resolution-A Resolution is
then moved by Colone Dunne-Mr. Gladstone, Sir J. Pakington, Lord 
C. Hamilton, Mr. Scully, Mr. Maguire, Mr. Ball, and Mr. O'Connell take
part in the discussion which ensues-It is rejected by 194 to 61; as also
are other Amendments moved in Committee by Lord C. Hamilton, Mr.
Frewen, Dr. Michell, Mr. Wa.lpole, Mr. J. Butt, Mr. Spooner, Mr. G. A.
Hamilton, Mr. Blackett, and other11-The Third Reading is carried, after
a ahort diacussiou, by 129 to li�Clauses moved by Sir F. Kelly and Sir
A. Campbell are rejected, a.nd upon the Motion of Mr. Gladstone, five
new Clauses are added-In the Bouse of Lords the Earl of Aberdeen
moves the Second Reading-Ilia Speech-The Earl of Derby states his
objections to the Bill-After some discussion, in which Lords Portman,
Berners, and Brougham, the Marquesses of Clanricarde and Lansdowne1 and the Earl of Wicklow take part, the Bill is read a second tim&-Lord 
Brougham offers some opposition to the Third Reading-Amendments 
are proposed by the Earls of Wicklow and Lucan, a.nd a debate enaues, 
but the Amendments having been rejected, the Bill is '(!&Saed. • �� 



vi CONTENTS. 

CHAPTER IV. 

Fnu11cu.L Aru.rBS :-Succession Duty-The Chancellor of the Exchequer 
explains bis plan with reference to the liabilitiea of Coryorate Bodies to 
the Tax-On the motion for going into Committee, Sir J. Pakington 
moves that the Bill be committed that day six months-His Speech
The Bill is opposed by Mr. Freabfield, Mr. Mullings, Sir J. Trollope, 
Mr. W. E. Duncombe, and Sir E. Dering, and supported by Mr. Headlam, 
Mr. R. Phillimore, Mr. W. Williams, Mr. A. Pellatt, and Lord J. Russell 
-The Amendment is negatived by 268 against 185-Tbe Bill is much
OP,posed in Committee, and its merits are further discussed by Sir W. Jol
liffe, Mr. Ne'l!'degate, Mr. Mullings, Sir J. Pakington, Mr. Malina, and 
Lord Galway-Various Amendments are proposed and rejected, but one 
relative to the 21st Clause, on the motion of Sir J. Trollope, is carried 
against the Government by 153 to 150. The motion for the Third Read
ing is opposed by Mr. Liddell, but after several Amendments have been 
moved and negatived, the Bill passes the House of Commons by 176 to 
102.-In the House of Lords the Earl of Malmesbury, on the 27th of 
May, moves for a Select Committee to inquire•into the probable effect of 
the Bill-His Speech-The motion is opposed by the Earls of Aberdeen 
and Granville, the Lord Chancellor1 and the Duke of Argyll, and sup
ported by the Earls of Derby and Fitzwilliam, and Lord St. Leonarda
It is rejected by 139 to 12i--On the 22nd of July the Earl of Aberdeen 
moves the Second Reading of the Bill-After Speeches from the Earls of 
Derby, Malmesbury, Granville, and Harrowhy, the Duke of Argyll, and 
Lord St. Leonards, it is read a second time without a division-In Com
mittee Lord St. Leonarda renews his opposition-His Speech-He is an
swered by the Lord Chancellor, and supported by the Earl of Winchilsea 
-The Earl of Derby moves an Amendment to the Second Clause-His 
Speech-In the debate which follows, the principal speakers are the 
Earls of Aberdeen and Granville, the Duke of Argyll, and the Marquess
of Lansdowne-The Amendment is rejected by 102 to 68-On the motion 
for the Third Rea.ding Lord St. Leonards proposes clauses, Lut they are not 
adopted, and the Bill is passed-In the House of Commons Mr. }f. Gibson, 
on the 8th of April, moves three Resolutions on the subject of Taxes on 
Knowledge-His Speech-The Chancellor of the Exchequer, the Attorney
General Lord J. Russell, and others oppose the motion, which is sup
ported by Mr. Ewart, Mr. Bright, Mr. J. Phillimore, Mr. Disraeli, Mr. 
Cobden, Sir J. Pa.kington, and several other Members-Upon divisions on
the three Resolutions, the first is carried by 200 to 169, and the second 
and third are negatived-On the ht of July, the House being in Com• 
mittee, the Chancellor of the Exchequer moves that the Duty on Adver
tisements should be reduced to Sixpence-Mr. M. Gibson moves as an 
Amendment for their total repeal, his first Resolution of the 14th of April 
-The Chancellor of the Exchequer justifies the Sixpenny Duty, and Mr. 
Cobden supports the Amendment, and it is negatived by 109 to 99-Upon 
the motion of Mr. M. Gibson, Pamphlets are exempted from the tax-After 
considerable debate upon the original Resolutions, the Committee divided 
upon an Amendment by Mr. Craufurd to substitute the cypher O for 6d. 
which is carried against the Government upon a division by 68 to 63-
The Chaneellor of the Exchequer then divides upon the amended Reso
lution, and is again defeated by 61 to 70 • . . • • [87 

CHAPTER V. 

(',0Nv1CNTUAJ, EsTADLisRMr.NTS :-Mr. T. Chamhers moves for leave to bring 
in a Bill to facilitate the recovery of personal liberty in the case of per-
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sons confined in monastic e1tablishments-His Speech-The motion is 
supported by Mr. C. Berkeley, Mr. Frewen, Mr. Newdegate, Sir J. Tyrrell, 
and Sir R. Inglis-Mr. Drummond and Mr. Whiteside are in favour of a 
measure of the kind-It is opposed by Mr. Bowyer, Serjeant Murphy, Mr. 
Lucas, Lord E. Howard! Mr. Fagan1 and Lord J. Russell, but carried by
138 to 115-Sir R. Ing is moves the Second Reading-Mr. Phinn moves 
an Amendment-His Speech-After a debate, in which the principal 
speakers are Mr. J. Butt, Mr. Fagan, Mr. Napier, Lord J. Russell, Mr. G. 
H. Moore, Mr. R. Palmer, Sir G. Grey, and Sir J. Pakington, the Second
Reading is negatived by 207 to 178-The debate on Mr. Phinn'e motion is
adjourned, and subsequently falls to the ground-Mr. G. H. Moore moves 
for a Select Committee to inquire into the Ecclesiastical Revenues in Ire
land-His Speech-A debate ensues, in which the principal speakers are 
Mr. O'Connell, Sir J. Young, Mr. Murrough, Mr. P. Urguhart, Sir R. 
Inglis, Mr. Gardner, Mr. Newdegate, Mr. J. Phillimore! Mr. R. Moore,
Mr. Drummond, Mr. Maguire, Mr. Lucas, Lord J. Russel:z and Mr.Bright 
-The House negatived the motion by 240 against 98-ln the course of
his speech Lord J. Russell makes observations upon the Romish Clergy, 
which occasion much angry feeling amongst the Roman Catholic Mem
bers, and in consequence Mr. Keogh, Mr. Monsell and Mr. Sadleir
resign their offices-An explanatory correspondence takes place between 
the Earl of Aberdeen and Mr. Monsell, which results in the withdrawal 
of the resignations. Cnuacn RATES :-Dr. R. Phillimore moves to bring
in a Bill to alter and amend the law of-His Speech-Sir W., Clay moves 
an Amendment-After a long debate, in which the principal speakers are
Mr. Collier, Mr. E. Ball, Mr. Hum� Sir R. Inglis, Mr. A. Pellatt, Mr. i\liall, 
Mr. Wigram, Sir G. Grey, Lord J. RuBBell, and Mr. Bright, the House 
divides and rejects the Amendment by 20i to 185, and the original motion 
by i20 to 172. LAW REFORM :-In the House of Lords the Lord Chan
cellor mo'l'es the Second Reading of the Registration of Assurances Bill, 
and explains the measure-Lord St. Leonarda opposes the Bill at great 
length-Lords Campbell, Brougham, and Beaumont support it-The 'l'hird 
Reading is opposed, but carried by 57 to 24-The Bill is subsequently 
abandoned in the House of Commons. CnARITABLB Tausrs :-'l'l:ie Lord 
Chancellor moves the Second Reading of a Bill for regulating-His 
Speech-'fhe Duke of Cleveland, Lords Chichester and Brougham, approve 
of the Bill, which, after some observations by Lord St. Leonards, is read a 
1eeond time and suLsequently passes the House-In the House of Com
mons Lord J. Russell explains his views as to the manner in which he 
proposed to deal with Roman Catholic Charities-Upon the Bill being 
considered a& amended, Sir F. Thesiger objects to the proposed exemption 
of Roman Catholic Charities-His Speech-Lord J. Rusdcll defends his 
proposition, and Mr. Headlam proposes to limit the exemption to two 
yean-To this Lord J. Russell assents, and upon a di'l'ision the Amend
ment of Lord John Russell thus altered is carried by 87 against i6-The 
Bill 111bse9uently becomes law. TRANSPORTATION :-Necessity for some 
alteration in the system of-The subject is brought before the House of 
Lords on a motion by Earl Grey-His Speech-After an interesting 
debate, in which the speakers are the Earls of Aberdeen and Derby, the 
Dukes of Newcastle and Argyll, the Lord Chancellor and Lord Campbell, 
and an Amendment by the Earl of Chichester, Lord Grey's motion is 
rejected upon a division by 54 against 37-On the I Ith of July the Lord 
Chancellor movllll the Second Reading of a Bill for altering the punish
ment of transportation-His Speech-After observations by Earl Grey, 
the Duke of Newcastle, Lords Brougham and Campbell, nod the .Marquess 
of Clanricarde, the Bill is read a aecond time and subse<jucntly pasaes
In the House of Commons in Committee upon the Bill, Lord Palmerston 
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explains the views of Government, and Mr. Walpole, Bir J. Pakiogton 
and others discuss the merits of the plan-Upon tbe Third Reading Mr. 
Keating suggests that the ticket of leave clauses should be defernd
Lord Palmerston defends them, and after a discussion in which Mr. Wal
pole and other Members take part, the Bill is read a third time and 
puaed. [111 

CIIAPTER VI. 

Inu BILL :-Sir C. Wood, on the 3rd of June, in a Speech of Five Houn, 
introduces his Bill for the Government of India-His Speech-Mr. Bri,rhl 
criticises the Measure, and it is debated for thrt'e night&-Mr. J. G. Philli
more condemns the Policy and Proceedings of the Directon-Sir J. lloirg 
replies and defends them-The debate is continued by Mr. Blackett, Mr. 
T. Baring, Sir II. l\laddock, Mr. Danby Seymour, l\lr. Archibald Hutie,
and Mr. Hume-Upon the Second Reading Lord Stanley moved a.n
Amendment-He advocate, delay until further information is obtained.
He is answered by Mr. Lowe-A long and important debate enmea, 
which is coutinued by adjournment for four nights-Speeches of Mr. 
Phinn, Sir R. Inglis, Mr. llaillie, Mr. Berries, l\Ir. Hume, Mr. l\lacaula�,
Mr. Blackett, Lord Jocelyn, l\lr. Otway, )Ir. Adderley, Mr. l\langles, Mr. 
Cobden, Sir J. Graham, Sir II. Maddock, Mr. J. G. Phillimore, Mr. Monck
ton Milnes, Mr. Hardin�, ::\Ir. Bright, Sir J. Hogg, Mr. Rich, Mr. Cum
ming Bruce, Mr. J\larjor1banke, )Ir. Napier, Mr. J. Macgregor, Mr. Digb1 
Seymour, Sir C. Wood, Mr. Disraeli, and Lord John Russell-After a di
vision the Amendment is rejected by 140 against 322-In Committee 
upon the Dill various amendments are proposed by Mr. Phinn, Lord 
Jocelyn, Mr. Vernon Smith, Mr. Bright, Mr. Hume, Sir H. Maddock, and 
Mr. Monckton Milnes-An anecdote is related by l\lr. Bright illustrative 
of the alleged Corruption of the Directors-Several new clauses areJro
JlOS_e� to be anded �y Sir II. Willoughby, .Mr. �fume,. Mr. Rich, �Ir. : G.
Ph1lhmore, :Mr. Bright, and Mr. -Vernon Smith-Upon the Bill being 
considered as amended, Sir J. Pakington moves the insertion of a clauae 
putting an end to the salt monopoly-This gives rise to a debate, in 
which Sir C. Wood, l\Ir. J. G. Pbillimore, Sir J. Ilogg, Mr. llume, Mr. 
Lowe, Lord John Russell, Mr. Disraeli, and others, take part--Upon a 
division the clause is carried against the Goverument by 11 i to lOi
After the addition of clauses moved by 1\lr. Wigram and Sir C. Wood, and 
the rejection of others moved by Sir C. Wood, Mr. J. G. Phillimore, and 
Mr. Bright, the Bill is passed.-ln the House of J.ords the question of the 
l<'uturc Government of India. is discussed on several occasions during the 
Session-Upon the 13th of �une a motion by the Ea_rl of Ell�nborough 
for the production of certam correspc,ndence, occasions an important 
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House of Commons, and bccome.e law. . . . . . (139 
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CHAPTER I. 

ENGLAND.-Both Houaes of Parliament meet, after adjournment for the 
Chri,tma& Recffl, on the 10th of February-In theHouae of Lords the 
Earl of Derby endeavour, to elicit from the Prime Minuter a ,tatement 
of hi, inunded meantre,-The Earl of Aberdeen decline, to afford any 
further explanation of the intention& of Govemment-O11 the 14th the 
Lord Chancellor makes a full ,tatement req,ecting the Law Reforms about 
to be introduced by him-Remark, of Lord St. uonards and Lo,·d 
Campbellupontheintendedmeasuru-In the Ho11u of Cotnmona, on the 
10th of February, Lord Joh,, Rw,ell states the principal measures 
de.,igned by the Government in the preunt Seuion. PERSECUTION OF 

PHOTESTANTS IN TuscANY-11/r. Kinnaird, on the 17th of February, 
more, an Addrcu to the Crotrn 011 the Treatment of tl,e Madiai1-The 
Motion i.s seconded by Lord Dudley Stuart-Speeche, of Mr. Luca,, 
Lord John R11,sell, Mr. Batryer, Mr. Drommond, Sir R. H. Inglis, 
Lord Palmeraton, and otlier Members-The Motion i, ultimately 
1rithdrau:n. RELATIONS wm1 FRANCE-Mr. Din-aeli call, the atten
tion of the Home of Commom to this subject in a ,peech in which he 
comments trith ,ome ,crerity on recent ,peechu of Cabinet Ministers
He i11 a111u-ered by Lord John R11u,ll-Speeche11 of Mr. Cobtun, Sir J. 
Graham, Mr. M. Gibson, l\fr. Baillie, a11d Lord Dudley Stuart-Oil 
the 4tli of April, Lord Campbell allude,, in the Houu of Lords, to the 
pre,entatio,i of a,i Addrts1 from the City of Lo11don to the French 
Emperor-A debate take, place, in which the Lord Chancellor and other 
Peers take part. EDt'CATION AT MAYNOOTH COLLEGE-Mr. Spoontr 
mores for an Inquiry into the System-Mr. Scholefield oppoua thtJ 
Motion and mot't'/J an Amendment, v:hich i, monded by Sir W. Clay-

Vor •. XCV. (BJ 
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A long ckbata takes place, and ia rumned upon adjournment, i11 1l'lic1 
numerous lllemben take part-The original Jfotion being defeatMl by • 
dfouion of 192 a!1,ri11st I 6·J, the debate ia eontim,ed upon t1u, A.mmtl
me,d, u•hich is.fi11ally 11,yatire.cl 1,y 202 to 68-In t.he Howe of Loni, 
the s,111ie subject is l,rouyht wider discussion by the Earl of WinclallNa, 
v:ho mot•es for a Committee of b1quiry-Lord A.berdun oppo,a CM 
Motion, propo1i119, by 1my of .fm1md111e11t, fM appoi-,,,tJRent.of a Conaai,. 
!ion of Inq11inJ-A ,It-hate en311e1, in 1rhu-h the Earlaof Roden, Dnart, 
Shaftr,1b11ry, a11d Derby, ti,,• I>11kes of Lri11.�ter a11dArgyll, the Marqui.ul 
of Clt01ril'flrde a11d La11,1dor11,·, 1111<1 ot/11•r l'eers take part-['pon a dia,i
sion the Jfotion i.• 11egatired. CANADIAS CLEROY RESERVES-OB t/a, 
15th of F,·lmwry Jlr. F. I't•el mores for letrre to bring in a Bill to 
ma/,le tlto u9i.,lat11re nf Ci11u1d11 to make prorisio11 co11r1rr11ing tlu 
Clt'TffY Resen·t',•-l/1! prefaces 1,ia 11tat,,me11t by a 1iistory of the pa,t ancl 
11re.11e11t Mate nf the q11,·sti01i- 011 the Jlntio11 for the Second R,,adi11g ua 
the Hou.,e nf Co111111011s, oil the 4th of llforcl1, Sir J. Paki11gto1i moiw 

that tlte Biil l,e 1·e111l a 38COnd time that day s� months-Hi, ,puc'la
Hr. i., 1111pp(,rt,•,I l,y l,,,rd .T. JI111111e1·., . .lfr . .Yapirr, Sir R. Inglis and 
otl1t•r11-The 8f'cu11d /l,,a,li11!f i., atlroc11t,·ti by Sir W. Moles,rortk, Mr. 
Atldaly, the Cha,iallnr of the EJ.·chequer, an,I �fr. Ym1on, and u car
riPtl by �i5 to I fl2-A,wther de.hate ari,i,•s 011 th,• Tliinl Reading, tt'hicA 
llfr. Walpole 1/Wl't'S lo po.�tpmie for .�fa• mo11tl1s-lli11 Sptecl,-l[B i, 
supported l,y Mr. Dm111111ond, Mr. Napi.er, Sir J. Paki111Jt<m., and 
otl,ers-Mr. Peel, tlw Solit:itor-G,•11f'ml, Lord John Rus.•ell. ,md ot'ltff' 
members ri11dic11te tl1t• measure, a11d tlw Thinl Rtadi119 is carru,l llf 
228 to 208-111 the House of Lord.• the S,•cowl Readi,lf) ii nwl'dd on 
the 2211d of April hy tl,c• Duk,! c!f Newcastl,•-Thc Buslwp of El#Ur 
mous that tl,e Bill lie read a seco11d time tlwt <L,y six montlu-A. d4bau 
e11s1ies in 1rhiclr Lords T,yttll.'ton and St. Leommls, the BWwp of Nor
trich, and tire Earls ,!f Derby and Greytak,.• part-On the 111ggeation oJ
the Earl of Derl,y the Amc11dme11t is 11•it/11frau·11, and tlie opposition 
rr.11en•ed.for the Commiilee-Upo11 the lluuse goi11g intQ Committee, on 
thl! 2�th of April, n h,11!/ del,ate ari.,es 1111 m1 A11ie,ulment 11ropoud by 
tl1r Earl qf Derliy to the firxt cla1w-llis Speech-He iafullowed by 
the Duke ,!f Nf'1reastle, Lords Wfrklorr, WhamcliJT,•, Desort, and St. 
U1Jnarcl.,, the Duk,• of Argyll a11d Earl Grey. a11d the Bislwp, of St. 
Da1>id's, Lm11fo11, 0.�ford, a11,l Exeter-Tiu A.111e11d111mt is rcjecud lnJ 
117 against 77, nnd tlte Bill is passed. 

B
OTH House11 of Parliament 

met on Thursday, the 10th of
February, pursuant to the adjourn
ment on the 31st of December. 
In the House of Lords the Earl 
of Derby urged Lord Aberdeen to 
lose no time in lnying before the 
Houi;e a statement of the measures 
which the Government int.ended to 
introduce. For himself nnd his 
friends, he wa� quite prepared to 

say, that a cordial co-operation 
would be given to any measures 
brought for�ard by the Govern
ment, if they were calculated to 
promote the public welfare. 

The Earl of Aberdeen replied, 
that he l1ad already informed t.he 
House as to the general principles 
on which the Government would 
be carried on ; as for the particular 
measures which the Government 
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intended, most of them would be 
brought forward in the Hol188 of 
Oommons, and under those cir
cumstances be did not think it 
neceesary to make any further 
1tatement. 

On Monday, February the 14.th, 
the Lord Chancellor stated at great 
length the intentions of the Go
vernment with respect to Law 
Reform. 

The noble and learned Lord com• 
menced by referring to the Com
mon Law Prooedure Act, which 
bad passed in the preceding Ses
sion, and he expressed his great 
satisfaction at having found, upon 
communications he had had with 
the Judges, that those learned per-
10ns expressed an universal concur
rence as to the beneficial effects of 
that measure. He referred to some 
particular instances, in proof of 
the advantages derived by the 
public from this Act, especially 
m the saving of fees, and in the 
power of issuing writs against 
aebtors residing abroad, of which 
no less· than 114 had been issued 
between the beginning of Novem
ber and that time. Another fact, 
which showed the public appt·ecia
tion of this measure, was the large 
increase in the number of writs 
issued that had reoently taken 
place. Another report of the Com
mon Law Commissioners was al
most ready for presentation, pend
ing which, it would be premature 
to take any step in proposing legis- · 
lative changes. The noble and 
learned Lord then referred to the 
course that had been taken in 
furtherance of reform in the Courts 
of Equity. The credit of originat
ing these changes was due to Lord 
Truro, who had issued the Com-

- mission of Inquiry. Lord St. Leo
urds, during his term of office,
had taken up the matter with a

zeal and vigour which could uot 
have been exceeded, aud had paned 
the two Bills for abolishing the 
Masters' Office, and for improving 
the jurisdiction in Equity. Hi
therto there had not been suffi
cient time t.o judge fully of the 
effecta of these changes, but, as 
far as he could learn from his owa. 
observation and from the opinions 
of others, he believed that they 
were working admirably well ; un
der these circumstances, it would 
be unnecessary and inexpedient to 
attempt further legislation at pre 
sent, nor would it have been pos
sible for him t.o have prepared, 
during the short time he had been 
in office, any measure for that 
purpose. The state of business 
in the Equity Courts generally, 
was at present satisfactory ; there 
were no large arrears in the appel
late branch of the Court, and in 
the other department of it there 
was no cause of complaint as to 
progress. Since he had been in 
office, he had received many letters 
urging him to throw overboard all 
that had been done, and to intro
duce a comprehensive measure for 
the fusion of law and equity. Such 
a measure, if proper to be under
taken at all, would require far 
more time and consideration thau 
his short tenure of office hitherto 
had permitted. Another branch 
of legal procedure to which his 
attention had been directed, was 
the testamentary jurisdiction, which 
was at present in a state very dis• 
creditable to the country. The Lord 
Chancellor read passages from the 
report of a Commission appointed 
by Lord Lyndhurst, in reference 
to this subject, in which an exten
sive change of jurisdiction was re
commended. He agreed with that 
report, but was not as yet prepared 
to bring forward a Bill for reform-

rR 21 



2] ANNUAL REGISTER, 1853. [Eng'-4. 

A wng debau talc& plau, and i, reaumed upon adjournment, in U"hicl 
numerou., Members take part-The original Motion being defeated by ti 
divi,ion of l 92 againat 16�, the deba.te i, eontinued upon tlus Amend
merit, which i,jinal!y negatired by 262 to 68-In tlus H01ue of Lord. 
the same s-ubject i, brought under diacussion by the Earl of Wi11chilw.a., 
who m-0vu for a Committee of Inquiry-Lord Aberdeen OPJI03U tlu 
Motion, proponng, byway of Ammdment, tle a,i,oi,r,t-Mentof a Com•• 
rion of Inqtt iry-A debau emtua, in uhieh th11 Earls of Roden, Dnart, 
Shaftubury, an.d Derby, the Dukes of Lei11.•ter and Argyll, the Marquiaea 
of Clanricarde and Lansdolf'11e, a11d other Peera take part-Vpon a divi
aion the Motio,i is negativ«l. C.&.NADIAN Cuooy RESERVES- On t1u 
15th of February .Mr. F. Peel mOl!U for leave to bring iii a Bill f,O 
enable the Legislatur11 of C,mada t-0 make pro1•iaion concern.irig tlw, 
Clergy Ruen•es-He preface., hi, /lt4lnlent by a hist-0ry of the paat and 
present state of the question- On the Motion for the Second Reading in 
the House of Commons, ori t/u, 4th of March, Sir J. Pakington '110tllll 
that the Bill be read a ucond tinu that day 8ia, 1nonths-Hi, speech
He is supportetl by Lord ,l. Jla1111ers, Jlr. Napier, Sir R. Inglis and 
others-The Second Reading is adl'ocated by Sir W. MolesU"orth, Mr. 
Adderly, the Chancellor of the E�heql.u!r, and Mr. Vernon, a11d is car
ried by 275 to 192-Another debate ari.ses on the Third Readi11g, whicla 
Mr. Walpole moves to postpone for six months-His Speech-He i,, 
attpported by l,lr. Drummortd, Mr. Napier, Sir J. Paki11,gton, and 
others-Mr. Peel, the Solicitor-General, Lord John Russell. and othe-r 
members t•indicate tl,e meaaure, a,w tJae Thir,l Readin9 is carri11d bf 
22A to 208-In the House of Lords the Second Readinu i, t,wved on 
the 22nd of April by the Duke of Nerrcaatle-The Biislwp of E:z,etff 
movea that the Bill be read a sec011d tim11 that day siz montlu-A d11ba.u 
1J11S1tes iii which Lord& l.AJttleton and St. Leo11ards, the Bishop of Nor
wich, and the Earls of Derby and Grey take part-On the ar1.ggMtwn of 
the Earl of Derby the Ame11dme11t i, withdraw11, and the opposition 
resen•edfor the C ommittee-Upon the HoUM going into Committee. on 
the 211th of April, a lo11g debatd arise, on a,i Amendment propoaed by 
the Earl of DerlnJ to the first clause-His Speech-He iafolfou·ed by 
the Duke qf Nru,castle, Lord& Wickl ow, Wh arncliffe, Deaart, a11d St. 
UOflarcls, the Duke of Argyll and Earl Grey, and the Bishops of St. 
David'a, London, O.rford, and E:reter- The A111mdme11t i., reject«' by 
117 against 77, and tlus Bill is pasud. 

B
OTH Houses of Parliament

met on Thursday, the 10th of 
February, pursuant to the adjourn
ment on the 81st of December. 
In the House of Lords the Earl 
of Derby urged Lord Aberdeen to

lose no time in laying before the 
House a statement of the measures 
which the Government intended to 
introduce. For himself and his 
friends, he was quite prepared to 

say, that a cordial co-operation 
would be given to any measures 
brought f or�ard by the Govern
ment, if they were calculated to 
promote the public welfare. 

The Earl of Aberdeen replied, 
that he had already informed t.he 
House as to the general principles 
on which the Government would 
be carried on ; as for the particular 
measures which the Government 
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intended, most of them would be 
brou@ht forward in the House of 
Oommons, and under those cir
cumstances be did not think it 
neceesary to make any further 
atatemeut. 

On Monday, February the 14th, 
the Lord Chancellor stated 11,t great 
length the intentions of the Go
vernment with respect to Law 
Reform. 

The noble and learnedLord com• 
menced by referring to the Com
mon Law Prooedure Act, which 
bad p118Sed in the preceding Ses
sion, and he expressed his great 
satisfaction at having found, upon 
communications he had had with 
the Judges, that those learned per• 
aons expressed an universal concur
rence as to the beneficial effects of 
that measure. He referred to some 
particular instances, in proof of 
the advantages derived by the 
public from this Act, especially 
an the saving of fees, and in the 
power of issuing writa against 
debtors residing abroad, of which 
no less· than 114 had been issued 
between the beginning of N ovem
ber and that time. Another fact, 
which showed the public apprecia
tion of this measure, was the large 
increase in the number of writa 
issued that had recently taken 
place. Another report of the Com
mon Law Commissioners was al
most ready for presentation, pend
ing which, it would be premature 
to take any step in proposing legis- · 
latiYe changes. The noble and 
learned Lord then referred to the 
conrse that had been taken in 
furtherance of reform in the Courts 
of Equity. The credit of originat
ing these changes was due to Lord 
Truro, who had i88Ued the Com-

- mission of Inquiry. Lord St. Leo
aards, during his term of office,
bad taken up the matter with a

zeal and vigour which could not 
have been exceeded, and had paued 
the two Bills for abolishing the 
Masters' Office, and for improving 
the jurisdiction in Equity. Hi
therto there bad not been sufll
cient time to judge fully of the 
effecta of these changes, but, as 
far as he could learn from his own 
observation and from the opinions 
of others, he believed that they 
were working admirably well; un
der these circumstances, it would 
be unnecessary and inexpedient to 
attempt further legislation at pre 
sent, nor would it have been pos
sible for him to have prepared, 
during the short time he had been 
in office, any measure for that 
purpose. The state of business 
in the Equity Courts generally, 
was at present satisfactory ; there 
were no large arrears in the appel
late branch of the Court, and in 
the other department of it there 
was no cause of complaint as to 
progress. Since he had been in 
office, he had received many letters 
urging him to throw overboard all 
that had been done, and to intro
duce a comprehensive measure for 
the fusion of law and equity. Such 
a measure, if proper to be under• 
taken at all, would require far 
more time and consideration than 
his short tenure of office hitherto 
had permitted. Another branch 
of legal procedure to which his 
attention had been directed, was 
the testamentary jurisdiction, which 
was at present in a state very dis
creditable to the country. The Lord 
Chancellor read passages from the 
report of a Commission appointed 
by Lord Lyndhurst, in reference 
to this subject, in which au exten
sive change of jurisdiction was re
commended. He agreed with that 
report, but was not as yet prepared 
to bring forward a Bill for reform-

[ B 2] 
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ing these Courts. He was, bow- gree commenced ; it was a work u 
ever, in communication with Dr. important as.any that could engage 
Lusbington on this subject, and the attention of the Legislature-
the Chancery Commissioners, act- this was the reform and consolida
ing on the direction of Lord St. tion of the Statut.e Law. Lord 
Leonarda, were still engaged in Cranworth proceeded to give some 
their inquiry into it. There was particulars of the present state of 
one class of eases comprised in things in reference to the Publio 
this department of the law, viz. Acts. He had ascertained, that 
matrimonial suits, to which he had from the first year of Edward III. 
given some att.ention, and had to the year 1844, there had been 
formed a decided opinion : that an aggregate number of statutes, 
was, as to the power of divorce- exclusive of Irish and Scotch Acts, 
a matter which was also now un- amounting to 14,408. They were 
dergoing the investigation of a all in a most repulsive form, being 
Commission. He held that the drawn up iu a very perplexing style, 
proceeding in these cases, which and devoid of any classification. 
was at present by a privilegium, or The Judges were supposed to be ae
privat.e statute, ought to be strictly quainted with all these laws, but, 
of a judicial nature. Having now in fact, no human mind could master 
stated what subjects he should not them, and ignorance had ceased t.o 
at present deal with, it remained be a disgrace. Various attempts had 
for him to mention those with been made, at different times, (of 
which he did propose to deal. which Lord Cranworth gave some 
The first was, the transfer of land. account,) to digest this mass of 
After dwelling for some time on statutes; nothing, however, had as 
the difficulties with which this yet been done, except some cases of 
question was surrounded, arising partial consolidation. lie had ex
from the necessity of identifying amined the statutes of several 
each parcel of land, and from the recent years, to find out what pro
existing complication of titles, portion of them were pf a perma
,vhich was the real impediment to neut nature. The result was, that 
simplicity of transfer, the noble and he estimated that not above one
learned Lord proceeded to explain fourth of the whole number re-
the measure which he proposed quired to be dealt with iu consoli-
to introduce, the scheme of which dation. He did not, therefore, 
was in the main like that intro- consider the difficulties of the task 
duced by Lord Campbell, in 1851, to be by any means insmmount
making provision for the Registra- able. The method by which be 
tion of Titles. He would name an pmposed to commence the uuder
early day for the second reading of taking was this :-be had engaged 
this Bill, refraining at present from Mr. B. Ker, and some other learnecl 
ent.ering into its details. Another gentlemen, to examine the statutes 
Bill which he wns about to intro- at a particular period, to mark 
duce, was for the Regulation of what were repealed or obsolete, 
Charitable Trusts, a subject on and to distinguish what was local 
which more than one attempt at and temporary. The next step 
legislation had been made. There would be to reduce all the Act,; on 
was another suqject which he had one subject into one statute, and 
taken in hand, and in a slight de- thus prepare the way for a com• 
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plete classification. All this would 
be done under his personal guid
ance and inspection. If the experi
ment succeeded, he did not despair 
eventually of realising some useful 
results, and of producing a work 
of which there would be no cause 
to be ash'amed. He believed there 
was no reason why this proposed 
step should not form the founda
tion of that to which he had al ways 
looked forward as most desirable ; 
a Code Victoria, which should put 
us on the same footing as the Code 
Napoleon had placed our neigh
bours. The measures now com
menced would at all events be 
attended with some benefit at every 
stage of their progress. The noble 
and learned Lord concluded his 
speech by laying on the table a 
Bill for the Registration of Assur
ances in England, of which he then 
moved the first reading. 

Lord St. Leonarda admitted the 
validity of the Lord Chancellor's 
apology for not yet bringing for
ward any material measures of 
legal reform. Fusion of law and 
equity was a m.isnomer: confusion 
would be the result arrived at. 
With regard to the question of 
divorce, he was not surprised that 
it had not been touched upon. He 
had a very strong opinion, but 
would not express it upon that 
occasion. As regarded his noble 
friend's land registration measure, 
he professed himself its deter
mined opponent, though he "·as to 
a certain extent a friend .to the 
principle. There were far more 
pressing subjects on which their 
Lordships were agreed, and the 
time was not only premature, but 
most inappropriate, for this propo
sition. He had also grave appre
hem1ions regarding the proposed 
digest of the statute law. The 
difficulty attending a digest of that 

kind was greater than by possi
bility could be conceived. At the 
same time, he wished his observa
tions to be understood simply as 
suggestions. 

Lord Campbell complimented 
the Lord Chancellor on his lucid 
and able statement; assuring him 
that he would have acted most in
discreetly bad he attended to the 
"absurd clamour" which orators 
and newspapers,were making about 
the fusion of la,v and equity. He 
agreed that one court ought finally 
to decide every case, and that the 
suitor should not, as at present, 
be driven first to the court of 
equity, and then to the court of 
common law, to his exceeding dis
comfort and possible ruin. As 
regarded trial by jury, to which 
the Lord Chancellor had cursorily 
alluded, there were matters-such, 
for instance, as concerned compli
cated accounts-for which the jury 
system was not intended, and was 
not adapted ; but, certainly, in 
questions of libel or defamation, 
or actions involving facts as well 
as law, it was the best possible 
tribunal. In reference to the 
question of divorce, the Lord 
Chancellor was right in abstaining 
from dealing with it at present, 
especially as the report of the 
Commission would speedily appear. 
He approved of the measure for 
the registration of deeds, to which 
he thought the whole nation would 
be favourable. 

In the House of Commons, on 
the 10th of February, Lord John 
Russell made a statement of the 
intended Ministerial measures of 
the present session. They pro
posed, he said, in the first place, 
to bring under the consideration 
of the House the estimates for the 
year, as soon as they could Le pre
pared. With regard to the num-
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ber of men for the army, navy, 
and ordnance, there would be no 
increase voted before Christmas; 
the sum to be ,·oted would exceed 
that of last year's estimate, for 
which increase satisfactorv reasons 
would be given. The other mea
sures of the Government were, 
first, a Bill to enable the Legisla
ture of Canada to dispose of the 
Clergy Resen·es; secondly, a Pi
lot11ge · Bill, in introducing which 
the President of the Board of 
Trade would state the views of the 
Government regarding the various 
matters affecting the shipping in
terest; thirdly, the consideration 
of the di:!abilities of our Jewish 
fellow-subjects, Ifith a view to their 
removal; fourthly, a proposal upon 
the important subject of education, 
which would tend to effect great 
improvement. The Government 
would likewise state the course 
they intended to adopt with refer
ence to the reports of the Commis
sioners of Inquiry into the Univer
sities of Oxford and Cambridge, 
and a Bill would be introduced 
upon the subject of education in 
Scotland. With respect to the 
transportation of criminals, it was 
the determination of Government 
to adhere to the intention of the 
late Ministry, and to send no more 
convicts to Australia; but in put
ting an end to this system it was 
necessary to look most attentively 
to the question of secondary pu
nishments, respecting which the 
Government would have a proposal 
to make. Immediately after the 
Easter recess the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer would bring fomard 
his financial statement. The Lord 
Chancellor would, in a few days, 
state the measures contemplated 
for the imprornment of the Ia,v; 
and the landlord and tenant ques
tions in Ireland would be con-

aidered in a Select Oommitt.ee, tlD 
be so constituted aa to attoJ'd a 
prospect of arrh·ing at a final 
settlement of this mllllh-agitatea 
question. With regard to another 
important question-that of the 
representation of the people-he 
said, that an amendment of the 
present system was one of the 
measures in contemplation. Re
ferring to his attempts to e.J:tend. 
the franchise in 184.6, 1860, and 
1851, Lord John RU88ell took 
occasion to correct an erroneoua 
impression which seemed to exie& 
in some quarters, that be medi
tated a more comprehensive m .. 
sure than those which he had then 
proposed. At present it was the 
opinion of the Government thal 
the question required the moat 
careful consideration and inquiry, 
and that it would be premature to 
legislate upon it during the pre
sent session of Parliament. While 
himself believing this course t.o 
be wise, he should consider it to 
be the duty of the Government. 
immediately after the commence
ment of the next session, to bring 
forward a measure upon the sub
ject. Alluding, before sitting down, 
to the numerous complaints of 
bribery and corruption during the 
late elections, he expressed the 
desire of the Government to pre
vent such complaints for the future; 
but considered it advisable to await 
the reports of the several Com
mittees now inquiring into those 
abuses, before taking any steps for 
their remedy. 

On the 17th of Februarv, Mr. 
Kinnaird moved an Address· to the 
Queen on the subject of the pet'Se• 
cution of the Protestants in Tus
cany. The case of the Madinis, 
he observed, was not an isolated 
one. It indicated a religious re
action and a determination on the 


























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































	Contents
	1. England.....
	2. Lors J. Russell moves for...
	3. The discussion on the...
	4. Financial Affairs...
	5. Conventual Establishments...
	6. India Bill....
	7. Russia and Turkey....
	8. France
	9. Russo - Turkish War....
	10. Russo - Turkish War continued....
	11. Cape of Good Hope....
	Chronicle
	Appendix to Chronicle
	Trials, Law Cases, &c.
	Public Documents
	State Papers
	The Census of 1851
	Life of the Duke of Wellington
	Patents
	Poetry
	Index



