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PREFACE. 

"THERE are four hundred books on the 
gypsies," says a modern tsi"ganologue, "but 
in all not more than ten which tell us any­
thing new or true:. a�out them." Whether
this statement is meant to be accepted 
literally or not, it is evident that much of 
what is written upon this subject is merely 
the echo of previous accounts. And also, 
that a false light has frequently been thrown 
upon the figures of the gypsies, owing to the 
fact that they have often been described by 
people having little or nothing of intimacy 
with them, and knowing little or nothing of 
their history. This being so, it is necessary 
that an addition to the "four hundred " 
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however, represent two very opposite sides, 

in certain matters of belief; and ii: is not 

inappropriate to remark that, with every 

respect for the erudition which the "Contri­

bution " displays, its editor does not wholly 

concur in all the deductions of its learned 

author. This difference of opinion shows 

itself in more than one passage in the 

appended Notes, and elsewhere. 

As for the Appendix itself, it is essential 

to remark that, although explanatory in some 

degree of several of' the allusions in Mr. De 

Goeje's treatise, it really embodies a good 

deal of other information. Had this long 

series of notes been the only thing appended 

to the " Contribution," forming with it a 

separate publication, the portentous size of 

the Appendix would have been an unpardon­

able offence, to author and to reader. But 

it seemed convenient to incorporate various 

other remarks with those which directly 

relate to the " Contribution ; " an<l in this 
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lies my excuse for the bulk of this Appendix. 

A like apology must also be offered to the 

Author, for the expression, in the same 

place, of more than one sentiment at variance 

with the opinions which he holds. 

The description given of the siege of 

Bhurtpoor must necessarily appear an ex­

crescence to gypsiologists pure and simple. 

But it is easy to evade the reading of it. 

On the other hand, a different class of 

readers may find more interest in it than in 

the other portions of the book. It is the 

former, however, who are chiefly addressed 

in these pages, and it is hoped that they will 

find, even in the restatement of various facts 

well known to them, something that will 

throw fresh light upon the subject. 
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A CONTRIBUTION 

TO THE 

HISTORY OF THE GYPSIES. 

BY 

M. ]. DE GOEJE.

(Extracted from the Proceedings of the " Koninklijlu 

Akademie van Wetenschappen" of Amsterdam, 1875; 

by permission ef the Author. From a translation by 

Mr.J. Snijders, of Edinburgh.) 

SINCE the publication of Pott's book . upon 
the gypsies-about thirty years ago-we 
have come to regard the origin of this 
singular people with considerable unanimity 
of opinion. Almost nobody doubts now that 
they are Indians ; and the assumption that 
all the gypsies scattered throughout Europe 
are descended from one parent stock meets 
with little contradiction. Both of these 
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iJiiki"�: \i��\:nti :oi:itcome of the investigation 
of their language. But, on the other hand, 
the history of the gypsies, prior to 1417-

when they emerged from Hungary and 
crossed the frontiers of Germany-is almost 
completely shrouded in darkness. Scattered 
proofs have been found of their residence, at 
an earlier date, in the Slavonic countries and 
in the island of Cyprus, but all else is con­
jecture. Thus, Grellmann has placed their 
departure from India in the time of Timur, 
an idea more fully worked out by Rienzi and 
Heister, who assume that they were em­
ployed by Timur as spies and foragers,1 and 
that they Were afterwards carried further 
west by the Turks, in the same capacity. 
So far as I am aware, this theory has 
con­tinued to remain a mere supposition 
unsup­ported by proof. There is nothing 
to be found in the history of Timur for or 
against 1 This theory is perhaps derived from Vita Timurz: 

Manger's edition, iii. p. 804, et seq., taken in conjunctic,n 

with i. p. 487. But these passages do not warrant the 

belief. 
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