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PREF ACE ...

Tms Book has been compiled from Official Papers . tho Ill 

Foreign Office, and is i_ntencf'ed chiefly for official use .

In preparing the Compilation·f.ree use has bee� made of the 
collection of Treaties published in 1845,· and reprinted as a 
Parliamentary Blue Book in 1853, as well as of a. collection 

· published in 1812, from which most of the earlier Treaties in ·
the collection of 1845 were taken.

In -many cases the Historical Notes consist of Official Reports, 
with merely such alterations as were required to throw them 

• 
i�to aeiorm suitable ior a Book of this kind. Where this is 
the case, it is acknowle.Jged a� the _head of the note.

1st March 1862. 
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PART I. 

TREATIES, ENGAGEMENTS, AND SUNNUDS 
• 

RELATING TO THE 

TERRITORIES COMPRISED WITHIN, OR IN POLITICAL 
RELATION WITH, 

TB■ 

Ll11JTENANT-GOVERNORSHIP OF BENGAL. 

BENGAL. 

11 1599 an AssociJLtion was formed to trade with the East Indies, 
and o;_ 31st December 1600 they obtained an exclusive Charter of 
privilege, constituting them a body politic and corporate, by the name 
of " The Governor and Company of Merchants of London trading to 
the East Indies." • 

The Company's first factory was established at Surat. 
In 1624 a Firmaund was obtained from the Mogul Emperor, permitting 

the English to trade with Bengal, but restricting them to the port of •• 
Piplee, in· Midnapore. The regular connection of the Company with,. 
Bengal, however, did not commence till 1642, when a factory was 
established at Balasore; and in 1652 permission was obtained for 
unlimited trade, without payment of customs, on an annual payment 
of 3,000 Rupees. • 

B 



2 TREATIES, ENGAGEMENTS, AND SUNNUDS. 

BENGAL. In 1661 Cha�les II. granted a new Charter, vesting the Company 
\flth power to make peace or war with any Prince not Christian, and 
to s�ze and send to England unlicensed traders. A fresh Charter was 
ggain granted in 1693, confirming the exclusive privileges oflthe Com-
,.

pjny for twenty-one years. In 1698 a rival Company was formed, known 
• as the new or "E.nglish Company,'' ,.-hich amalgamated with �he old

or "London Company" in 1702, and the two parties took the name of
" The United Company of Merchants trading to the East Indies."

During the administration of Shaista Khan, Subadar of Bengal, 
•• the English were subjected to much oppression. Shaista Khan exacted

a dut.y of 3½ per cent. on their .merchandize, and · his Officers arbi­
trarily extorted large sums from tlte factors, till in 1685 it was
resolved to seek redress by force of arms. The hostilities of the
English exasperated the Emperor Aurungzebe, who ordered that the

•

English should be expelled from his dominions. The Company's
factories were seized, and their affairs were brought to the brink of
ruin, when negociations for peace were set on foot, and a reconciliation
was effected.

In 1698 the English obtained permission from Azeem-oos Shah,
grandson of Aurungzebe, and Governo� of Bengal, to purchase the
towns of Chuttawutty, Govindpore, and Calcutta. The Sunnud is
not supposed to be extant; but it is more a matter of antiquarian
interest than of historic importance.

In 1756 Sernjnh Dowla became Subadar of Bengal. He had
previously manifested aversion to the English. The Governor of

•

Calcutta having refused to deliver up one of the principal Officers of
Finance under the Na.bob's late uncle, the -Governor of Dacca, whom
the Nabob had resolved to plunder, Serajah Dowla attacked and
captured Calcutta on 5th Augu!. One hundred and forty-six
English fell into his hands and were thrust-into "The Black Hole,"
where all save twenty-three perished in the night. On 2nd January

, , 1757 Calcutta was re-taken by a force which had been despatched from 
,Madras under Clive- and Admiral Watson, and on the 4th of February 
the Nabob's Army was surprised and defeated by Clive. Overtures 
were then made by the Nabob, ana" on 9th February 1757 a Treaty 
(No I.) was concluded, by which the Nabob agreed not to molest the 
Coa.pany in the enjoyment of their privileges, to permit Id! goods 
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belonging to the Company to pass freely by land or �ater, without BENGAL. 
paying any duties or fees, to restore the factories and plunder� 
property, to permit th� Company to fortify Ca-Icutta, and to estatrlish 
a mint. '1hree days after a Contract (No. II.) with the Nabob, offen� 
sive and defensive, was signed. • 

War having broken out betw9en France and Eng4i,nd, Clive attack- • 
ed the Settlement of Chandernagore. Serajah Dowla furnished the 
French with arms and money, and was preparing to make common 
cause against the English. At this juncture a Confederacy was formed 
among Serajah Dowla's Chief Officers to depose him. The English -
joined this Confederacy, and concluded a Treaty (No. III.) with· 
Meer Jaffier Ally Khan. • 

At the battle of Plassey, which was fought on 23rd June 1757, the 
power of Serajah Dowla was completely broken, an1 Jaffier Ally was 
installed by Clive as Subadar of Bengal. 

In 1758 the Shahzada, afterwards Shah Allum, having, in conse­
quence of some dispute with his father, the Emperor Aalum Geer II., 
fled from D�lhi, entered into a league with the Subadars of Oudh 
and Allahabad for the conquest of the Lower Provinces. The 
Prince advanced into Behar with about 40,000 men, and laid siege 
toP�� 

Meer J affier was greatly alarmed by the Prince's advance, and at 
his solicitation Clive march�d with all the force he could muster to 
the relief of Patna; but ere he reached that place the Shahzada's 
Arr!:y �ad almost entirely dispersed. 

On Clive's return the Nabob Meer J affier granted him as a jagheer, 
the quit rent, about throo lakhs per annum, which the Company 
had agreed to pay for the zemindary of Calcutta.• 

In 17 59 an Armament of seven ships from Batavia unexpectedly made 
its appearance in the mouth of the river. J affier Ally had secretly 
encouraged the Dutch• to send this force. Being afraid of the power 
of the English, he wished to balance that of the Dutch against it, • 
while the latter were eager to share in the wealth which the Bri�h. 
had acquired in Bengal. Clive, though sensible of the responsibility 
he would incur, by attacking the f�rces of a friendly power, �as satisfied 

• See Appendix •

• 
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BENGAL. that if he all�wed the Batavian Armament to join the garrison- at 
Chinsurah, the Nabob would throw himself into the arms of his new 
allie�, and the English ascendancy in .Bengal• would be exposed to 
a,erious danger. To prevent this, he obtained from the felrs of the 
::tj"abob a Mandate, directing the newly arrived Armament to leave the 

... 

river. Under the ;mthority of this order, and the pretext of enforcing
it, Clive caused the Dutch to be attacked both by land and water.
They were completely defeated on both, and all their ships were taken.
A Convention (No. IV.) was then signed, by which the Dutch agreed
to pay indemnification for losses, and the English to restore the ships

0and property.
An Agreement (No. V.) was at the same time m'\de between the

Nabob and the Dutch, which was guaranteed by the Governor in
Council of Fort :William.

To meet his pecuniary engagements, J affier had recourse to the
severest exactions. He resigned himself to unworthy favorites; and it
became necessary to depose him in favor of his son-in-law, Meer
Kossim Ally Khan, with whom a Treaty (No. VI.) was concluded on
27th September 1760. By this Treaty the British obtained possession
of Burdwan, Midnapore, and Chittagong.

Serious disputes arose between Meer Kossim 1'nd the English
regarding the right of the servants of the Company to trade and to have
their goods passed free of duty, which led at last to war. ·Negocia­
tions were opened with Meer Jaffier, and on 10th July 1763 a Treaty

. . ( No. VII.·) was executed between him and the Company., Meer
Kossim, after sustaining a series of defeats, and l"t!venging himself by
the murder of his English prisoners, fled •to Oudh, and eventually
to Delhi, where he died in great indigence and obscurity in 1777.

In 1764 Meer J affier agreed (No. VIII.), in addition to the sums
for which he had contracted in the recent Treaty, to pay five lakhs a
month towards the expense of the war then being carried on against
the Vizier of Oudh, so long as it lasted .

� 'Meer Jaffier died in January 1765, and was succeeded by his son
Nujum tJ Dowla, with whom a new Treaty (No. IX.) was formed,
by which the Company took the military defence of the country
entirely into its own hands, and among other conditions the Nabob
bouhd himself to appoint, by the ad,·ice of the Governor· and Ceuncil,

. 
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a Deputy to conduct the Government, and not to be rfmoved without BENGAL.
the consent of the Council. 

-
,, 

In 1764 Suja o Dowla, the Vizier of Oudh, under the prefence 
of assisti� Meer Kossim Ally, had invaded Behar, but his Ar� 
was completely routed, and the Vizier was obliged to throw hims�lf 
on the generosity of the Eaglish. The whole. of his dominions • 
were restored to him, except Allahabad and Corah, which were given 
to the Emperor of Delhi, who, on his part, conferred tfie Dewanee 
of Bengal, Behar, and Orissa on the Company, by Imperial Firmaund 
(No. X.); the English becoming security for the regular payment of -
twenty-six lakhs a year by the Nabob, and agreeing to allow the 
Nabob the annual sum of 53,8(,,131 Sicca Rupees for the support 
of the Nizamut. 

Nujum 6 Dowla died on 8th May 1766, and 'lVas succeeded by 
his brother Syef 6 Dowla, a youth of sixteen. A Treaty (No XI.) 
was formed with him, by which he ratified the Treaties formerly 
concluded with his father and brother, and the Company agreed to 
support him in the Nizamut, and to allow him an annual stipend of 
41,86,131 Rupees. 

Syef o Dowla was succeeded in 1770 by his brother Mobarik o
Dowla, with whom a new Engagement (No. XII.) was made. By 
this engagement the Nabob's stipend was fixed at 31,81,991 Rupees. 
This is the last Treaty which was formed with the Nabob. The office 
of Subadar had now become merely a nominal one, all real power 

0hav1ng.passed into the hands of the Company. In 1772 the stipend 
was reduced to sixteen lakhs a yenr, at which rate it is paid to this day. 

By the Treaty of 22nd •February 1845 (No. XIII.), with Denmark, 
the British Government obtained possession of Serampore. 

• ----- • 

• 

• 

•

• 

• • 
• 

• 

. 
• • 
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vi APPEl!JDIX, 

BENGAL. jaghire, taking a receipt under the seal of the Daroga and II�( and 
Treasurer ; now in the like manner you are regularly to deliver to-the aforemen­
tioned jaghirdar the rents, according to the stated payments, and receive a receipt 
from the aforesaid person. BEi punctual in the strict execution.of thia wriung. 

Written the• I st of Zeckaida, 6th sun of the Reign. 
(The NnoB's Mark,) 

• Endor,ement,.

D. 

Copied in the books 
of the Dewanny, the 

(The ROTROYAN's signing.) let of the Mohurrum,. 
the 6th year of the 
Reign. • 

It has-passed. 
N.B. 

H. 

Entered in the book 
of Huzzoor, the lat of 
Mohurrum, the 6th ·sun 
of the Reign. 

N. B.-(Signed by the N. B.-(Signed by
Dewanny Secretary, Pesh- theNabob'sMoonahee,) 

kar or Accountant.) 

· 3. SuN?WD from the NABOB for the reversion in perpetuity of LoBI> CLITB'• jaghire to die 
CoMP.a.n. 

Be it known to the Counsellors aitd Chiefs of the En�lish Company, the 
present and futureJ\luttaseddees, the ChO\vdrahs, Canong90s, · .Muccucldema. 
Riotts, Muzarries, and all other inhabitants of Porgun��, �f Calcutta, � 
in tho Circar of Sautgaum, &c., in the Pro\·ince of Bengal. 

The sum of 2, 22,958 Sicca Rupees and odd, agreeably to the Dewanny 
Sunnud, and the Sunnud of the high and mighty Slwjah ul .Mulck, HOS881D 
6 Dowla, Meer l\fahomed Jaffier Kuan Behauder, l\lahabut Jung, Nazim of 
the Pro'fince, has been appointed from tho aforesaid Pergunnahs, belonging 

to the Chuckla of Ilo_oghly,_ &c., in the Circo.r of Sautgaum, &c., the Zemin­
do.rry of tho English Company, as an unconditional jagb.ire, to the high and 
mighty Zubdut 1,111\lulck, No.sseer ul Dow la, Lord Clh-e, Behauder: •No1' 
likewise the said Pcrgunuahs are confirmed, as an unconditional jaghire to 
the high and mighty aforesaid, from tho 16th of l\lay of the I 76!1.h year 
ofChri�t, (answering to the 14th of Zeckaida, pf the 1177th year of the 
Hegira,) to tho 16th of May of the 1774th yettr of Christ, (answering to the 
8th of IfaLbi-ul-Awul, of tho 1188th year of the Hegira,) being ten yean, of 
'\Vhich one year iH expired, and there are nine to come, they shall appertain 

"" • About the 13th of July li59 



APPENDIX. vii 

as an ·un�onditional j"ghire, to the high and mighty aforesaid ; and BENG.1 
. after the expiration of this term they shall revert, as an unconditional jaghire 

and perpetual gift, to the Company ; and if ( which God forbid), the high 
and mighty af�resaid shall die within this term, they shall revert to the 
Company immediately upon his death. It .is requisite that ye should regard 
the high n�d mighty afm·esaid, during the afore-mentioned term, and after 
him the Company aforesaid, as unconditio1;1al jaghirdars, and regularly pay 
them the revenues of the aforesaid Pergunnahs. 

• • 

Written the 23rd of June 1765, answering to the 3rd of Mohurrum, of 

the l l 79tli year of the Hegira. 

(Signed) E. STEPHENSON, Provisional Sec • . 
• 

4. FmllUUND from the KlNo S1u.H AALmr, �nfirming the reversion in perpetuity of Lom>

CLIVE'S ·jaghire to the CoMPANY. 

Whereas, a Sunnud has been presented to us,-under the, seal of the Nabob 
Nudjumul Dowla Behauder, to the following purport, viz,: "The sum of 
" 2,22,958 Sicca Rupees, and odd, agreeably to the Dewanny Sunnud, and the 
" Sunnud of t�e high and mighty Shujah uf Mulck, Hossam 6 Dowla, Meer 
"Mahomed Jaffier Khan Behauder, has been appointed from the Pergunnahs 
" of Calcutta, &;,, in the Circar of Sautgaum, &c., iii the Province of 
"Bengal ( the Paradise of the Earth) the zemindarry of thlfEnglish Company� 
"as an unconditional jaghire to the high and mighty. Zubdut ul Mulck, 
"Nasseer ul Dowla, Lord Clive, Behauder: Now likewise the said Pergun­
" nabs are confirmed as an unconditional jaghire to 

0

the hig"!i and mighty 
" aforesaid, from the 16t1i of May, of the 1764th year of the Christian style • 
"(answering to the 14th of Zeckaida, of the 1177th year of the Hegira,) to 
"the expiration of ten years, they shall appertain as an unconditional jaghire 
"to the high and mighty aforesaid ; and after the expiration of this term to 
"revert to the Company as an unconditional jaghire ; and if the high and 
.� mighty aforesaid should die w:_ithin the said term, they shall revert to the 
" Company immediatly upon his death." And wherens, the said Sunnud hns 
met with our approba,tion at this happy time, therefore our- royal Firmaund, 
indispensably requiring obedience, is issued, that, in consideration of the 
fidelity of the English Company, and the high and mighty aforesaid, the said 
jaghire stands confirmed _agreeably to the aforesaid Sunnud. It is requisite 
that the present and future Muttaseddees, the Chowdrahs, Canongoos, Muc­
cuddems, Riotts, Muzarries, and all other inhabitants ii the Pergunnahs of 
Calcutta, &c., in the Circa,r of Sautgaum, &c., re�ard the high and mighty 

·
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BENGAL, aforesaid, during the before-mentioned term, and after him the ·Company, 
• 

aforesaid, as unconditional jaghirdars, and regularly pay them the reveni,.es 
of the said Pergunnahs. 
· Written the 24th of Sopkar, �n the 6th gear ti/' the Jal«>,, tlae 12th of

August 1765.
Contents of the Zimmun. 

Agreeably to the paper whi<;h has received our sign manual, our royal 
commands are issued, thllt whereas the sum of 2,22,958 Sicca Rupees and odd 
has been appointed from the Pergunnahs of Calcutta, &c., ln the Circar of 
Sautgaum, &c., the Zemindarry of the English Company, as an unconditional 
jaghire, to the high and mighty Zubdut ul Mulck, Nasseer ul Dowla, Lord 
Clive, Behauder, agreeably to the Dewanny Siinnud, and the Sunnud -or 
the N azim of the Province-; in contderation ther�f'ore of the attachment 
of the high and mighty aforesaid, we have been graciously pleased t.o con8rm 
to him the said Pergunnahs, for the space of ten y� commencing from 
the 16th of May, of the 1764th year of the Christian style, or 14tJi.1!( 

. ,. 

Zeckaida, of the 1177th year of·the Hegira; and in con�deration ot Qie 
attachment of the English Company, we have granted the said Perguimaba t.o 
them, after the expiration of the aforesaid term as· an unconditiona,. jaghire 
and perpetual gift f and if the high and mighty ('foresaid shouW die within 
this term, the said. Pergunnahs are to revert immediately t.o the �lilh 
Company. 

Fort Willian_,, September 30, 1765. 
(A true copy) 

 

(Signed) Au::llN. CillPBBLL, S. C.)

.... Yl&l.LS .t.MD (U.t.lBll■Uaou, Prloten, ■alCOI.L raurn■o coxr.t..'<T LDDftD . 
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