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. PREFACE. 

TnE WANT of a condensed historical sketch of the Native 
dynasties now reigning in India has been felt alike in that 
country and in England. Proposals to supply the want 
have from time to time been mooted. Had any of these 
been carried to their legitimate conclusion, the present 
publication would never have seen the light. 

It happened, however, that information reached me in 
the course of last year that the labours in the same direc­
tion of a gentleman most competent to do justice to the 
subject had been indefinitely postponed. I had just then 
completed a literary work on which I had for some time 
been engaged, and the desire to supply a great public 
want induced me to take up the dropped thread. 

Indian subjects had long been familiar to me, and the 
history of several important Native States had previously 
engaged my study and attention. I should, nevertheless, 
have felt myself unequal to 'the task of conducting to 
completion a work so extensive, had I not possessed in 
my library all the authorities necessary for the purpose. 
I made a diligent use of the materials thus at my dis­
posal, and gave my undivided time and attention to the 
subject. The work is now completed. If it should fail 
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to· fulfil the expectations of those who have felt the 
want of such a book of reference, I can assure them 
that I have grudged no toil, and, dependent entirely 
as I was on my own exertions, have spared no pains 
to bring it as nearly as poMible. to the required stan­
dard. 

Such a work must necessarily be of the nature of a 
compilation. This aspires to be nothing more. I have 
gone to the best authorities and have deliberately robbed 
them. In the widest sense of the term, I have been ' the 
burglar of others' intellects.' Of Colonel Tod's ' Annals 
and Antiquities of Rajasthan ; ' of Captain Grant Duff's 
'History· of the Mahrattas;' of Sir John Malcolm's 
'Central India,' I have availed myself largely. Chiefly, 
however, certainly more generally, are my obligations 
due to Mr. Aitchison's invaluable collection of 'Treaties, 
Engagements, and Sunnuds,' a work which contains 

. within it all the modern part of the information I have 
condensed, and which must always constitute a mate­
rial basis for such a compilation as the present. I owe 
much likewise to Elphinstone's 'History of India ; ' to 
Ferishta's 'History of the Dekkan ; ' to a work published 
anonymously in 1833, entitled 'An Historical Sketch of 
the Princes of India;' to an admirable summary, evi­
dently officially inspired, of the history of the several 
states of India attached to the 'Agra Gazetteer ' for 1841 
or 1842; to the Gazetteers of Hamilton and Thornton; 
and to a printed summary compiled in the Foreign 

Department in 1869, by Mr. Talboys Wheeler. I have 
made passing references to various articles in the ' Calcutta 
Review ' and in ' Asiatic Researches ; ' to the works of Mill, 
Thorn, Stewart., and others ; but those specially mentioned 
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constituted my main sources of supply. Nor, when men­
tioning my obligations, can I omit the name of my 
valued friend Mr. Runga Charlu, Controller to the house­
hold of the Maharaja of Mysore, a gentleman whose vast 
range of learning, great acquaintance with affairs, sound 
comprehensive views, and lofty character render him an 
invaluable ally to anyone engaged in literary work. 

Of the Native States treated of in the first six parts of 
this volume, all, I think, may fairly be classed amongst 
those which are in subsidiary alliance with the British 
Government. The seventh part gives a brief account of 
the states and estates, classed as' Mediatized and Minor,' 
which though under the suzerainty of, are not in direct 
alliance with, the British Government. There remain 
then the countries in Asia which have entered into 
treaties with the Government of British India. These are 
practically independent. They may be said broadly to 
comprise Persia, Behichistan, Afghanistan and the fron­
tier tribes, Nipal, Gurkha, Sikkim, Bhutan, Burma, and 
Siam ; and their history may perhap., form a separate 
volume. 

One word as to the mode of division I have adopted. 
I have thought it convenient, instead of grouping states 
according to their indi1idual size, to follow the natural 
order of the divisions in which they lie. Thus beginning 
with Rajputana-the division containing the oldest 
monarchies in India, probably in the world- and taking 
after it its neighbours in Central India and Bundelkhand, 
I have followed in succession with Western, Southern, 
and North-Western India. I have indicated the history

of the principal states in these six divisions with such 
detail as a mere sketch of them seemed to authorise, and 
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with as much precision as the authorities to which I had 
access would permit. If I may not have succeeded in 
accomplishing all that has been desired, I shall at least 
have opened a pathway to others alike more competent 
and commanding more secret sources of information. 

With respect to the spelling of the cities and pro­
vinces of India, I have followed the system laid down by 
Professor Blochmann in his 'Geography of India and 
Burma.' 
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HISTORICAL SKETCH 

01' TIDI 

NATIVE STATES OF INDIA. 

INTRODUC'rORY CHAPTER. 

THB afl'airs of India command at present an interest far lllTROD. 
greater than was bestowed upon them at any previous _o

__,
HAP

,_
. 

time. This is as true of that not inconsiderable portion 
of the country which still remains under native rulers as 
of the larger portion which has come under the direct 
sway of the British Government. The country has 
passed through various stages of its political history, and 
these afford useful subjects of study to the historian and 
to the statesman. The first st.age comprised the long and 
comparatively peaceful period when, prior to the invasion 
of Mahmud of Ghiznf, the nation owned the sway of 
sovereigns of its own race and faith. This would un­
doubtedly be the most interesting portion of its history 
for the study of the character and the institutions of the 
people in their native integrity. But though there are 
abundant traces of the country having then attained a 
high degree of prosperity and civilisation, so little is 
known in regard to the details of the principles of the 
government, or the condition of the people during this 
time, and so completely have all traditions connected 
with them been effaced by the long period of foreign rule· 
which followed, that a study of the history of this epoch 

B 



THE NATIVE STATES OF INDIA. 

INTRO». seems of value to the investigator of antiquarian re­
_OHAP __ • searches rather than to the practical statesman. That 

the energies belonging to this purely native progress long 
ago exhausted t4emselves, was seen conspicuously in the 
manner in which all the once powerful Native States suc­
cumbed to the inroads of the Mahomedan invader. 

The invasion of India by Mahmud of Ghizni, in the 
early part of the eleventh century, introduces us to the 
second, or Mahomedan, period of Indian history. The 
Mahomedan Empire properly commences from the esta­
blishment of the seat of government at Delhi, by Kutb­
ud-din, in the year 1206 ; and from that date to the 
decline of the empire in 1707 is one of the longest 
periods of foreign rule which any country has ever 
witnessed. This fact is in itself a most instructive sub­
ject for study, as bearing on the character of the con­
quered and conquering races and their institutions. The 
Mahomedan rule soon. attained the status of a great 
empire ; and during a considerable portion of the Mogul 
period, from Akbar to Aurangzib, as well as in some of 
the preceding reigns, the Courts of Agra and Delhi, alike 
in their magnificence and in the largeness of their public 
measures, did not merely rival, but surpass, the best 
European Governments of the day. The institutions of 
Akbar in particular, the very advanced principles of 
toleration and justice to the conquered race which he 
introduced into his government-the influence of which 
was felt in several succeeding reigns-are worthy of 
imitation by the most enlightened Governments of any 
period. This great warrior, though belonging to an age 
which had but scarcely emerged from barbarism, recog­
nised the sound principle that a Government must rest 
on the affections of the people. The measures which he 
adopted with this view for breaking down the barriers 
between the conquering and the conquered races are 
worthy of all praise. With the noble race of Ra.jputs, in 
particular, he entered into intimate relations. He so far 
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overcame their prejudices that their principal families INTROD. 
gave their daughters in marriage to himself, and to bis CHAP. 

children ; while their sons led his armies to the field, 
achieved his conquests, and filled the principal offices in 

/ his administration. The Hindu States of Rajpu.tana were 
under his rule more powerful, more prosperous and more 
influential, that they are at the present day ; and when 
we are further told that this enlightened ruler authorised 
Hindu widows to marry, mitigated the horrors of Sati, 
and forbade marriages before the age of puberty-mea­
sures the re-introduction of some of which have be.en 
laurels to the ablest administrators of our own day-it is 
impos.,ible not to admire the wisdom and large-hearted­
ness of his policy. 

But the Mahomedan rule, like all other despotisms, 
contained within itself the seeds of decay. A Govern­
ment which owes its success entirely to the personal 
character of the ruler affords no guarantee for continued 
progress. Akbar was a great ruler, but it was impossible 
even for Akbar to provide that he should be succeeded 
by another Akbar. To this defect, inherent in all per­
sonal governments, was added another of even greater 
magnitude in the unsettled rules of succession among 
children by several wives. The bloody contests and the 
unfeeling murders resulting from this cause distracted, 
and still continue to distract, the best of Mahomedan 
rules, as is painfully .... witnessed even at the present day, in 
the troubles which surround our ally of Afghanistan. 
The latter part of almost every reign of the successors of 
Akbar was clouded and unsettled by these contests, and 
when finally the bigoted Aurnngzib departed from the 
wise principles of toleration introduced by his great an­
cestor, and by cruelties, persecutions, and repeated acts 
of faithlessness alienated the affections of his allies and 
subjects, the Mogul empire began rapidly to decline. 
After a long and brilliant reign, during which he extended 
the limits of his empire farther than any of his prede-

B 2 
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INTROD. cessors, lived to see the death of Sivaji, the founder of the 
_c_BAP ___ _,· power that was to supplant bis own; even to wreak ven-

geance on his successor-this great potentate, amidst all 
his triumphs, felt and felt keenly, before he descended 
into his grave, that the sceptre was departing from the 
Mogul. 'His last lette�,' says Elphinstone, 'showed the 
failure of his hopes in this world, bis dread of that to 
come.' 

Upon the ruin of the Mogul rose the power of the 
Marha.tas, whose predatory career forms the third stage 
in Jndian history. For more than a century these active, 
restless, lawless warriors undoubtedly exercised a pre­
dominant sway over Indian affairs, holding a considerable 
extent of territory under their own direct rule, and ex­
torting contributions from most of the other Governments 
in the country. But their career, which was one of 
rapine and plunder, bas scarcely any claim to the attri­
butes of a settled government, much less to those of a 
great empire. 

From the final breaking down of the Marhata con­
federacy, in 1817, commences the absolute sovereignty 
of the great power which is yet destined to play an im­
portant part in the future history of this ancient nation. 
The territorial acquisitions and the influence of the 
English Government commenced from the middle of the 
eighteenth century, but its undisputed supremacy and 
claim to empire can properly reckon only from the com­
plete crippling of the Marhatas in 1817. The time 
which has elapsed from that event to the present day 
is indeed but short, but the rapid changes which have· 
taken place, even in this short interval, and the great 
strides in material and mental progress which have been 
made, cannot fail to convince the thoughtful native that 
his country has now entered upon a career which has no 
parallel in its previous history, whilst the stable character 
of the government, and the settled principles of its 
action, give the guarantee that the career thus com-
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menced is destined to progress without material inter- nmton. 
ruption. Comparisons have often been challenged and _CHAP_,,.-· 
made between the Mogul and the British rule in India, 
but such comparisons between a power which was still 
enveloped to a certain degree in barbarism, and one 
which is wielding all the resources, the knowledge, and 
the enlightened principles of a civilisation entirely modem 
and very recent, can only be regarded as ostentatious. 
There are, however, as already noticed, favourable 
features in the Mahomedan rule which the English Go­
vernment cannot lay claim to, and which it would be 
profitable for the English statesman to lay to heart. The 
Mahomedan Government was one which in every sense 
of the term lived in the country, acting upon the people 
and reacted upon by them in the most direct manner. 
The splendour of their Courts and the wealth of their 
aristocracy redounded to the benefit of the people, 
amongst whom all their acquisitions were spent in a 
manner calculated to stimulate and encourage native art, 
whilst the administration of public affairs was to a great 
extent, if not entirely, in the hands of the natives who 
held the principal offices in the civil administration, and 
enjoyed no small share in the command of the armies. 
These advantages, which touch the mainspring of n!ltional 
life and prosperity, are necessarily wanting in the British 
system, and it must be admitted that, in the opinion of 
the nativ�, this detracts somewhat from the benefits 
which that system otherwise confers. The superior 
science and resources of the British nation have annihi-
lated whatever native arts or manufactures had been in 
existence, and have introduced nothing in their stead, 
whilst the exclusiveness of their national character and 
the still more exclusive nature of the administrative 
machinery adopted in India, have shut out the people 
from all share in the political administration of their 
affairs. The British Government, in fact, professes to ad­
minister the vast vital interests of an extensive nation by 
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INTROD. means of a foreign agency fluctuating and uncertain in 
OHA..P. it.a character, and without availing it.self to any con­

siderable extent of the aid and counsels of the people 
whose interest.a are mainly affected by it.a legislation. 

In making these remarks I am simply asserting a fact 
to which it is necessary to allude in marking the striking 
differences between the system of the British rule and of 
that which preceded it : they are advanced for that pur­
pose only. Sure I am that the distinguished statesmen by 
whom the government of British India has been, and 
continues to be administered, had and have no object 
more at heart than the improvement of the country and 
the advancement of its people. If there should be any 
doubt upon that subject, the noble despatch of the Duke 
of Argyll, transmitted to India in 1871, would be suf­
ficient to dissipate it. That despatch contained within it 
the germs of a system by which the natives of India will 
be gradually brought more largely into the administrative 
machinery. 

Meanwhile it is a satisfaction to reflect that, owing to 
the more recent poli�y of the British Government, there 
still survive many native States independent as to their 
internal action, which afford now, and for years to come 
will continue to afford, some opening for native talent and 
native ambition, some opportunities for solving the great 

. question of native advancement. These States, containing 
nearly 600,000 square miles, and inhabited by forty-eight 
millions of people, are scattered over the different part.a 
of India. They are peopled by almost all the nationalities 
into which the country is divided. They thus form so 
many centres where the Sikh, the Mahomedan, the 
Rajput, the Marhata, and the Dravidian can each bring 
out to the best advantage whatever may be peculiar and 
excellent in his national character and national institu­
tions, under the generalising influence of English prin­
ciples and English civilisation. Their opportunities for 
this lie essentially in the future. Depriv.ed centuries ago 
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of their independence, ground down by the MArbatas, nmwn. 
re.,tored to ease and safety by the British in 1817, they CHAP. 
had not till within the last sixteen years shaken off the 
mistrust engendered partly by a retrospect of the past, 
but more even by the sight of the absorbing process occa-
sionally put into action around them. But the Royal 
Proclamation transmitted to India by the present Earl of 
Derby in 1859, and the unmistakable manner in which 
the spirit of that proclamation has been carried out, have 
dissipated all alarms. Never were loyalty and good feel-
ing more widely spread amongst the native princes of 
India than at the pre.sent moment. The moral influence 
thus gained gives the paramount power opportunities for 
urging the feudatory chiefs to adopt measures of progress 
and liberality. It is to be hoped that in the course of 
time there will be cemented between that power and 
its feudatories a confidence and affection such as can 
be born only of a complete comprehension of the native 
modes of thought on the one side, and an appreciation 
of the great moral ends aimed at by modern civilisation 
on the other. An understanding of that description would 
be the certain prelude to the grounding of a system com-
pared to which that even of Akbar was ' the baseless fabric 
of a vision.' When not only the higher governing classes 
-who already appreciate the truth-but the great mass
of Englishmen employed in India shall have sehooled
themselves to believe that real predominance consists
alone, not in belonging to a mis-called dominant race, but
in predominance in learning, in ability, in the. higher
mental qualities and moral powers of a man, irrespective
of bis colour, his nationality, and his creed; when, too,
the native shall have completely learned, as he is fast
learning, that to take part in the affairs of the present age
it will be necessary to abandon prejudices which restrict
bis progress, then only may we feel confident that India
is entering upon a path which will tend to her advance-
ment in greatness, and open out careers for her sons.
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llffBOD. Judging from the increasing numbers of thoughtful minds 
who now-a-days devote themselves to the consideration 
of the.se important questions, the subject will, it is 
certain, sooner or later attract earnest attention, and be 
treated in a manner which its importance demands. 
Meanwhile it is p088ible that the task may be facilitated 
by a sketch giving an insight into the past career and 
history of the Native States. That career, it must be 
owned, displays little of the action of the people, but, 
like the history of all Governments of the past, consists 
simply in the wars, the exploits, and the successions of 
their rulers. But the story is by no means wanting in 
events of interest, or in indications of life and vitality cal­
culated in many instances to excite the pride of the rulers 
and the ruled of the.se States in their past. And pride in 
the past, I need hardly say, affords the be.st guarantee for 
development and improvement in the future. 
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PART 1.-RAJPUTANA.' 

C.HA.PrER I. 

1iDAIPCR or !rlEW AB. 

Aa:li-11,81-i aq. milea.. PoPUJ.t.TJox-1,181,-iOO. 

Rlmmml-.A.bout -i,000,000 ru�. 

'WITH the exception of Jaisalmir,' writes the learned 
author of the 'Annals and Antiquities of Rajasthan,' 
'Mewar is the only dynasty of these races which has 
outlived eight centuries of foreign domination in the same 
lands where conquest placed them. The Rana still pos­
sesses nearly the same extent of territory which his 
ancestors held when the conqueror from Ghizni first 
crossed the " blue waters" of the Indus to invade India ; 
while the other families now ruling in the north-west of 
Rajasthan are the relics of ancient dynasties driven from 
their pristine seats of power, or other minor branches 
who have erected their own fortunes. This circumstance 
adds to the dignity of the Ran.as, and is the cause of the 
general homage they receive, notwithstanding the diminu­
tion of their power. Though we cannot give the princes 
of Mewar an ancestor in the Persian N oshirvan, nor 
assert so confidently as Sir Thomas Roe his claims to 
descent from the celebrated Porus, the opponent of 
Alexander, we can carry him into regions of antiquity. 
more remote than the Persian, and which would satisfy 
the most fastidious in respect to ancestry.' 

The origin of the family of the present Rana of 

OHA.P. 
L 
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PART Udaipur is lost in antiquity. According to the best 
-.... 

1
·-- authenticated tradition, the sovereign of that part of the

country had been treacherously murdered in the second 
century of the Christian era. His favourite wife, who 
was absent at the time, alone escaped the general 
slaughter. She was then pregnant, and in due course 
gave birth to a son. As soon after his birth as was prac­
ticable she made over the boy to a Brahman woman, with 
directions that he should be brought up as a Brahman. 
She then mounted the pile to rejoin her lost lord The 
boy was. Bappu Rawul, the ancestor of the Banas of 
Udaipur. 

Brought up as a Bhil, amongst the Bhils, the child 
soon became known as the most daring son of the forest. 
He killed birds, chased wild beasts, and was the leader of 
his comrades in all their exploits. One day, after a deed 
of more than ordinary daring, the youths who accompanied 
him declared they would elect him as their King. One 
of them, to note their choice, cut his finger, and with the 
blood issuing from the wound made the royal mark on 
his forehead. 1 They then repaired to the chief of the 
tribe, who confirmed all that they had done. 

On attaining manhood Bappu Rawul sought a wider 
field for his operations. He established a great reputa­
tion, connected himself by marriage with the royal house 
of Malwa, expelled the 'barbarians' who had usurped 
his family domains, and :finally fixed the seat of his 
government at Chf tor, where he ruled the whole of 
Rajputana. He died at the patriarchal age of a hundred 
years.2 

t Thia remarkable ceremonial is 
still kept up, a Bhfl being still the
principal act.or in the investiture,
and the material ued for marking
being bis own blood. It ia atated also, 
and there can be no doubt of the fact, 
that the custom was adhered to forty
yea:g, �, that whenever the Rf.ni
of -Odaipv C1'0llled the Mah{ river 
an incUndual, of a tribe deacend;t 

from a Ohohan IUjput bT a BhQ
mother, waa aacriffoed, hu throat 
being cut, and bis body thrown into
the river. - Yid. b Kvtorical 
8k6tcA of IA, Pritto# of Itttlui.

1888. 
• The legend adda that, 1 ad­

vanced in rears, he abandoned his
children and bis country, carried hia
arms west to Khoraan, and there 
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I have stated that the legend records the birth of CHAP. 
Bappu Ra.wul as having taken place in the second century ...___1·_
of the Christian era ; but later investigations have proved 
beyond a doubt that he reigned in the eighth century, 
his capture of Chitor having taken place about 728 A.D. 
Between him and Samarsi, the twenty-third king of his 
race, occurs a break of nearly five hundred years. Of 
the events of these years the industry of Colonel Tod 
has obtained a trace, but it would be foreign to my present 
purpose to enter upon a subject so vast and so remote. 
Samarsi, who flourished in the twelfth century, was a 
great warrior. The bard of the period describes him as 
being the ' IDysses of the host; brave, cool, and skilful in 
the fight ; prudent, wise, and eloquent in council ; pious 
on all occasions ; beloved by his own chiefs, and revered 
by the vassals of the Chohan. • In alliance with his 
brother-in-law Prithwi-Raj, the Hindu King of Delhi, 
Samarsi went forth to meet the Tartar invaders of India. 
The battle which ensued lasted three days (1193) and 
terminated in the defeat of the Hindus, and the death of 
SamArsi and all his chiefs. 

Samarsi was succeeded by his son Karna, and he, a 
few years later, by his cousin Rahap, son of Samarsi's 
brother. ThIS prinee first changed the title of the 
Sovereign of Udaipu.r from Rawul to Rana, by which it 
has ever since been known. 

From Ra.hap to Lakamsi, a space of half a century, 
nine princes of Chitor were crowned. Of these nine, six 
fell in battle. This period is described by contemporary 
annalists as a period of ' confusion and strife within and 
without.' I therefore pass it over. 

Rana IA.karosi succeeded to his father's throne in 
1275. It was during his reign that Chitor had the first 
experience of Mahomedan invasion. Whilst he was 
yet a lad, his uncle, the Regent Bhimsi, beat off an attack 

Ntabliehed himeelf and married new whom he had a nume?OUI oftilpring.' 
wivee among the barbarianl, b7 -Tod. 
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of Alla-u-din, King of Delhi, upon Chftor. But in 1303 
the attack was renewed. The Rana, surrounded by 
all his sons but one-and that one he had sent away to 
preserve the duration of his race-after defending the 
place to the utmost, met the assailants in the breach and 
carried death into, or met it in, the ranks of the enemy. 
Yet the surviving son did not despair. He had, too, with 
him the son of his eldest brother, the renowned Hamir, 
destined to· be the saviour of his country. Noticing the 
capacity of the latter, the Rana resigned in a short time 
the kingdom in his favour. Left untrammelled, Rana 
Hamir soon made the country so unpleasant to Alla-u-d.in 
that that prince was glad to make over Chitor to Mal­
deo, the Rajptit chief of Jalor, whom he had enrolled 
amongst his vassals, and to return to Delhi. In a few 
years (1313) Hamir recovered the capital of his ancestors, 
and, it is asserted by the Hindu writers, defeated and took 
prisoner the successor of Alla-u-d.in, who was marching to 
recover Chitor; nor did he release his captive until he had 
surrendered four conquered districts and paid a lakh of 
rupees and a hundred elephants for his ransom. Under 
the rule of this great prince, the glories of Rajputa.na 
revived. He was the sole Hindu prince of power left in 
India. All the ancient dynasties had been crushed ; and 
the ancestors of the present princes of Jodhpur and 
Jaipur, and many others, brought their levies, paid 
homage, and obeyed the summons of the great ruler who 
had asserted the valour of the Hindus, and established 
their rule in the part of India most congenial to them. 

The administration of Ha.mir is stated to have been 
mild and paternal, and to have brought great prosperity 
to his subjects. He died, full of years, in 1365, 'leaving 
a name, still honoured in Mewar, as one of the wisest and 
most gallant of her princes, and bequeathing a well­
established and extensive power to his son.' 1

The son, Khaitsi Rana, was a worthy successor of his 
1 Tod's R4jdlt/ttl,n.
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great father. He added to his dominions by several con­
quests, and even obtained a victory over �he Emperor 
Humayun at Bakrol. Unhappily he was slain in a 
family broil with his vassal, the chief of Bunaoda, whose 
daughter he was about to espouse.1

He was succeeded (1883) by I.akha Rana, an able 
man, a capable warrior, and a great patron of the arts. 
He, too, increased his dominions ; but, more than that, he 
settled his frontier, and discovered and worked silver mines 
in J aoara. He was, likewise, victorious against the Ma­
homedan King of Delhi, Mahomed Shah Lodi, but in 
driving that monarch's army from Gya was slain. His 
name still lives as of the ruler who was at once the 
patron of arts and the benefactor of his country. 

The death of Lakha Rana left the throne to a minor, 
Mokaljt His rights were zealously guarded in his early 
youth by his elder brother Chonda, self-excluded from 
the inheritance.2 On his coming of age, he evinced all
the high qualities of his race, and he achieved no incon­
siderable renown in the field ; but in the midst of his 
triumphs he was assassinated at Madaria by his uncles, 

1 Tod's Jl4jdltA4n. 
1 The history of the eelr-exclu­

aion of Ohonda is curious. It is 
thus told by Colonel Tod:-' Lakha 
lUo! was advanced in yean, his 
sons and grandsons established in 
suitable domains, when " the cocoa 
nut came" from Rinmul, Prince of 
Marwu, to affiance his daughter with 
Chonda, heir of M�war. When the 
embuay 'Wll8 announced, Ohonda 
was aoaent, and the old chief was 
seat.eel in his chair of state, sur­
rounded by his court. The mea­
aenger of Hymen was courteously 
received by Lakha, who observed 
tha• Cbonda would soon return and 
take the gage;" for," added he,draw­
ing bis fingers over his moustachios, 
" l don't suppoee you send such play­
things to an old greybeard like me." 
Thia ally 'Wll8 of course applauded 
and repeat.eel: but Chonda, offended 

at delicacy being sacrificed to wit, 
declined accepting the apnbol which 
his father had even in lest auppoeed 
might be intended for him; and as it 
could not be returned without insult 
10 Rinmul, the old R6na, incensed 
at his son's obstinacy, agreed to 
accept it himself, provided Chonda 
would swear to renounce his birth­
right in the event of his having a 
aon, and be to the child but the ti.rat 
of bis "Rajputa." He swore to ful­
fil hie father's wishes.' 

Right loyally: he obeerved them. 
But it was 11n unfortunate policy that 
re<J_uired the sacrifice. The right of 
pnmogenit111e w11& compromised, and 
the making the elder liranch of the 
family a powerful vaaaal clan with 
claims to the throne proved more 
disastrous in its consequences than 
the arma of the Mogwa and the 
MArhitaa. 

13 
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the natural brothers of his father, for an unintentional 
off'ence.1

The successor of Mokalji was Kumbho Rana (1419). 
He is reported to have been one of the ablest princes who 
ever sat upon a throne. He possessed, it is said, the 
energy of Hamir, the artistic tastes of Lakha, and a 
genius as comprehensive as either, and he was more for­
tunate. As a warrior he was unsurpassed amongst Hindu 
sovereigns. He inflicted, in 1440, a terrible defeat upon 
the allied Mahomedan sovereigns of Malwa and Gujrat, 
taking the former prisoner, and 'setting him at liberty 
not only without ransom, but with gifts.' Subsequently 
he defeated the forces of the King of Delhi, erected thirty­
two fortresses for the defence of his dominions, and 
fortified the passes. He was a man of literary tastes, and 
a poet himself. . Nor, considering that he married the 
most beautiful Hindu princess of the age, can he be re­
garded as insensible to female beauty. 

Kumbho Rana had enjoyed a prosperous reign of 
fifty years when (1523) he was assassinated by his son I 
The cause of the parricidal act was simply lust to reign. 

The parricide, by name U da, but known in the annals 
as Hatiaro or the Murderer, did indeed succeed, but he 
ruled but a short time. In the four years of his adminis­
tration he lowered the character of his race and diminished 
the glory of his country. He was driven from the country 
by his brother Ra.emal, and, fleeing to Delhi, was struck 
dead by lightning. 

Raemal succeeded in 14 7 4. His first act was to defeat 
the King of Delhi, who had espoused the cause of his 
nephews, in a pitched battle. He then pardoned the 
n�phews, who be�me faithful and valiant subjects. He 
was very successful likewise in the wars he carried on 
with the Mahomedan King of Malwa. Unfortunately his 
domestic happiness was marred by the disunion amongst 
his sons. The episode recounting their feuds is one of 

l Tod.
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the most interesting and instructive in the annals of Raj­
putana, but it would be out of place in this volume.1

Raemal Rana died, after a prosperous reign, in 1509. 
He was suc.ceeded by his son, Sanga Rana. 'With this 
prince,' writes Colonel Tod, ' Mewar reached the summit 
of her prosperity. To use their own metaphor, " he was 
the urn on the pinnacle of her glory." From him we 
shall witness this glory on the wane ; and, though many 
rays of splendour illuminated her declining career, they 
served but to gild the ruin.' 2

Some idea of the glory of Sanga Rana may be gathered 
from the enumeration of the retinue by which he was 
followed when he marched to the battle-field. ' Eighty 
thousand horses,' writes the authority already quoted, 
' seven Rajas of the highest rank, nine Raos, and one 
hundred and four chieftains bearing the title of Rawul and 
Rawut, with five hundred war elephants, followed him to 
the field. The Princes of Marwar and Ambar did him 
homage, and the Raos of Gwaliar, Ajmir, Sikri, Raesen, 
Kalpf, Chanderl, Bundi, Gagraon, Rampu.ra, and Abu 
served him as tributaries or held of him as chief.' 

Sanga Rana was a great ruler. His first act was to 
allay the disorders occasioned by the intestine feuds of his 
family. He then organised his forces to repulse the in­
vasion of the Mahomedans from Delhi and Malwa. These 
he defeated in eighteen pitched battles, in two of which 
-those of Bakrol and Ghatolli-he was opposed by
Ibrahim Lodi in person. But the invasion of the famous
Baber came then to decide whether Hindostan was to be
the spoil of the Mussulman or appanage of the Hindu.
Victory seemed at first to smile on the latter. When the
vanguards of the two armies met at Kanua, near Sikri,
on February 11, 1527, the Tartar invaders, though re­
inforced from their main body, were repulsed with heavy
loss. 'If,' writes Elphinstone, ' the Rana had pressed on
during the first panic it is probable he would have ob-

1 Y-uI. Tod's R4i4atluln. • Ibid.
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tained an easy victory ; be chose to withdraw to his 
encampment after his success, and thus allowed Baber 
ample time to take up a position and to fortify his camp, 
so as to make it a difficult matter to 8888.il him.t 

On March 16 following, the decisive battle took place. 
Baber sallied from his entrenchments, at the head of all 
his army, and attacked the Hindus at Biana. For several 
hours the battle raged fiercely, but, when the result was 
most doubtful, the chief of Raysin, by name Sillaidi, who 
commanded the van of the Hindu host, deserted to the 
enemy, and Sanga Rana was forced to retire from the 
field, himself wounded and the choicest of his chieftains 
slain. He retreated towards the hills of Mewar, having 
announced his fixed determination never to re-enter Chitor 
but with victory. Had his life been spared he might have 
redeemed the pledge, but the year of his defeat was the 
last of his existence. He died at Baswa, on the frontier 
of Mewar, not without suspicion of poison. 

It is, perhaps, not unfitting to record in this place the 
account w.ven of the personal form and qualities of one who 
was not only the most famous representative of the most 
ancient existing dynasty in the world, but also the most 
famous Hindu sovereign in India. ' Sanga Rana '-writes 
the author of the ' Rajasthan '-' was of the middle stature, 
but of great muscular strength ; fair in complexion, with 
unusually large eyes, which appear to be peculiar to his 
descendants. He exhibited at his death but the frag­
ments of a warrior. One eye was lost in the broil with 
his brother, an arm in the action with the Lodi King of 
Delhi, and he was a cripple owing to a limb being broken 
by a cannon ball in another, while he counted eighty 
wounds from the sword or lance on various parts of his 
body. He was celebrated for energetic enterprise, of 
which his capture of Mozaffer, King of Malwa, is a cele­
brated instance ; and his successful storm of the almost 
impregnable Rinthambor, though defended by the im­
perial General, Ali, gained him great renown. He erected 
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a small palace at Kanua, on the line which he determined CHlP. 
should be the northern limit of Mewar, and, had he been 1·

succeeded by a prince possessed of his foresight and judg­
ment, Haber's descendants might not have retained the 
sovereignty of India.' 

Sanga Rana was succeeded, in 1530, by his eldest sur­
viving son, Ratna Rana. He reigned only five years, but 
before he died had the satisfaction of seeing Baber depart, 
leaving the territories of his father undiminished. He 
was succeeded, in 1535, by his brother Bikramajit. This 
prince was daring and foolhardy, but without talent. 
Defeated in the field by Bahadur, King of Gujrat, he was 
besieged by that monarch in Chitor. This famous capital, 
aft.er a desperate and bloody defence, was taken and 
sacked. But Bahadur, summoned to move against Hu-· 
mayun, soon left his conquest, and Bikramajit Rana 
recovered his capital. But he had learned nothing and 
forgotten nothing. His insolence to his nobles caused a 
rebellion. He was deposed and put to death, and Banbfr, 
natural son of the brother of Sanga Rana, appointed to 
reign in his stead. Banbir Rana reigned, however, only 
until such time as the posthumous son of Sanga Rana was 
able to assert his rights. The name of this prince was 
{Jdai Singh. He ascended the throne in 1541-2. He was 
a weak, yielding charncter, born to be ruled by others. 
Such characters are usually governed by the daring and 
the unscrupulous. O' dai Singh Rana was no exception 
to the rule. Attacked in 1568 by the great Akbar, his 
capital, after another desperate defence, again succumbed. 
"Crdai Singh fled to the forests of Rajpipli, and died there 
four years later, after an unhappy and inglorious reign. 

His son, Pertap Rana, ' succeeded to the titles and 
honours of an illustrious house, but without a capital, 
without resources-his kindred and clans dispirited by 
reverses.' He possessed, however, many of the noble 
qualities of his grandfather. Never despairing, nobly 
supported by his adherents, the princes and clansmen of 
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the family, he established himself at Komulmir, and re­
organised the country for a prolonged struggle with the 
invader. Alone of all the sovereign princes of Ra.jputana 
he refused to ally his house with the Mogul. He refused 
this 'degradation,' as he considered it, whilst yet struggling 
for existence; even when he saw the sovereign of Jodhpur 
enriched by four provinces, bringing with them a revenue 
of nearly 16,00,000 rupees, for merely making the con­
cession. But virtue did no� remain always unrewarded. 
It is true that in the plain of Hul<lighat (1576) he met 
with a crushing defeat from the son of Akbar, afterwards 
his successor ; and, after a series of encounters with ad­
verse fortune, detennined, with his family and trusting 
friends, to abandon Mewar, and found another kingdom on 
the Indus. He had already set out, when the unexampled 
devotion of his minister placed in his hands the means of 
continuing the contest. Turning upon his adversaries, he 
smote them in the hinder part., and in one short cam­
paign (1586) recovered all Mewar-Chitor, Ajmir, and 
Mandelgarh alone excepted. Cut off from Chitor, he 
established a new capital at Udaipur, a place which sub­
sequently gave its name to the kingdom. He died in 
1597, leaving behind him a reputation for 'undaunted 
heroism, inflexible fortitude, that which "keeps heroism 
bright.," and perseverance.' 

Amra Rana, the eldest son, succeeded to the throne 
of !Jdaipur. He was too fond of ease and dignity to be 
a great warrior, but he did, nevertherless, achieve some 
great things. In 1608 he defeated the Imperial army at 
Deweir. Jehangir, to revenge himself, made over Chitor 
to Sugra, uncle of Arora, but who had deserted his 
family. But the experiment failed. Stigra reigned in 
solitary grandeur for eight years, without conciliating a 
single Rajput noble. Then his conscience smote him, 
and he restored Chf tor to its rightful owner. With 
that fortress the Rana acquired no less than eighty of 
the chief towns or fortresses of Mewar. 

But a great trial was awaiting him. The Prince 
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Khurm, afterwards the Emperor Shah Jehan, was about CKAP. 
to invade his dominions. Again did the Rana collect all his ..__,L,_ 

disposable forces, ' the might of their hills.' But all was 
in vain. He could not resist the overwhelming force of 
the Moguls, and after seeing his cities captured and his 
lands laid waste, sued for peace. What followed is thus 
recorded by the Emperor J ehangir himself: ' On Sunday, 
the 26th, the Rana, with respect and due attention t.o 
etiquette, as other vassals of the empire, paid his respects 
to my eon, and presented a cele�rated ruby, well known 
in posses.,ion of this house, and various arms inlaid with 
gold ; with seven elephants of great price, which alone 
remained after those formerly captured, and also nine 
horses as tribute. My son received him with princely 
generosity and courtesy, when the Rana, taking my son 
by the knee, begged t;o be forgiven. He raised his head, 
and gave him every kind of assurance and protection, and 
presented him with suit.able khiluta, an elephant, horses, 
and a sword.' 

In other respects Shah Jehan treated the Rana with 
great generosity. He restored to him all the country 
conquered since the time of Akbar, and raised his son, 
Karran, to a high rank amongst the military chiefs of the 
empll'e. 

But the disgrace had .crushed the heart of Amm 
Rana. He abdicated shortly afterwards in favour of Kar­
ran, and shut himself up in a palace a mile outside the 
city of -Odaipur, nor did he once again cross its threshold. 

Karran Rana ascended the throne of bis ancest.ors in 
1621. In the rebellion of Khu.rm (Shah Jehan) against 
his father, Jehangk, he took the part of Khurm, and 
afforded him an asylum at -Odaipur. This act of grati­
tude to one who had been kind to his father did not affect 
the feelings of Jehangir towards him. He died after a 
peaceful reign in 1628. 

His sou, Juggut Singh, succeeded him. Regard­
ing this prince, the Emperor Jehangir record�d in his 

C 2 
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PART memoirs, when the prince visited him at the age of twelve 
..._

1
; -- years, that' his countenance carried the impression of his 

illustrious extraction.' He reigned twenty-six years­
years of uninterrupted tranquillity. To him Ddaipur is 
indebted for those magnificent works which bear his 
name. A full description of these is given by Tod in his 
' Annals of Rajasthan.' I, who have seen them, can bear 
witness to the accuray_Y of his description. 

Raj Singh Rana, hi�.�n, succeeded him in 1654. This 
prince showed his high _blood by bearing off as his bride 
a Rajput lady of the ho-qse of Marwar, who, solicited in 
alliance by the bigoted Mahomedan Aurangzfb, had ap­
pealed to the chivalry of the Rana, sending him this 
message : 'Is the swan to be the mate of the stork P-a 
Rajputni, pure in blood, to be wife to the monkey-faced 
barbarian ? ' Raj Singh attacked and cut up the imperial 
guards sent for the lady, and carried her off as his bride 
to Ddaipur. 

But he was to come to issue with Aurangzib on 
grounds upon which he was even more absolutely in 
the right. About the year 1676 it pleased that fanati­
cal prince to re-impose a tax called the jezia, i.e., a 
poll-tnx on unbelievers in Mahomedan .orthodoxy. This 
act of bigotry roused a very bitter feeling amongst the 
Hindus generally, but especially so in the heart of 
their representative sovereign, the Rana of Ddaipur. He 
wrote the noblest letter which a man under such cir­
cumstances could pen, and sent it-to Aurangzib.1 But 
this letter lashed Aurangzib to fury. He summoned his 
sons and his vassals from all parts of India, and dashed 
upon D<laipur. But Raj Singh was more than a match 
even for his hardened warriors. Retreating before his 
m.lvanced troops, he drew them into the rece..c:ses of the
country, au<l then overwhelmed them. Finally, after
more than one great ,·irtory, he forced Aurangzib to quit
his country, an<l carried the war into regions ruled by

1 J'ide Appendix A. 
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the Mahomedans. He died in 1681, when a projected CHAP. 
peace, signed by his successor, had afforded him the ccr- _..,.1· __ 
tainty that his labours had not been in vain. He is de-
scribed as having possessed, in war, in chivalrous feeling, 
and in love of art, the qualities which most adorn a man. 

J ai Singh Rana succeeded his father, and signed the 
peace alluded to with Aurangzib-a peace by which the 
right of imposing the jezia was renounced. Jai Singh 
had shown capacity in early youth, but he became in­
dolent and uxorious. His reign is almost entirely a 
reign of domestic broils. He died in 1700, and was suc­
ceeded by his son Amra, who had been in revolt against 
him. 

Amra TI. reigned sixteen years. His rule is chiefly 
remarkable for the formation of a league amongst the 
Rajput powers to defend themselves against the Mahome­
dans. But this league was unfortunately accompanied 
by conditions certain to breed, and which did breed, 1 

internecine quarrels. These quarrels led in their turn to 
appeals to a stronger power, and it naturally happened 
that the stronger power took advantage of the quarrels 
and the appeals to help itself. It will be seen how -Odai­
pur suffered from this cause. Such sufferings, however, 
occurred subsequently to the demise of Rana Amra II., 
which event took place in the year 1716. 

Rana Sangram Singh succeeded his father and reigned 
till 1734. Under his rule Mewax- was respected, and the 
greater part of her lost territory was regained. He was 

· 
1 This triple alliance was formed 

between the Rajas of Jaipur and 
Jodhpur on the one side, and the 
Rana of U dai�ur on tbe other. By 
it all connection with the Mogul 
empire, domemc or political, was 
renounced. Nuptial engagement& 
between the contracting parties, re­
nounced by Udaipur Bince the time 
of Akbar, were to be renewed. It 
wu stipulated that the 80D8 of such • 
mar.riagee should be heirs, or if the 

issue were females, they should 
never be dishonoured by being mar­
ried to a Mogul. 

But the remedy was worse than 
the disease. It wa1 a sacrifice of the 
rights of primogeniture, introducing 
domestic strife, Nld alternately 
giving inJZT88s to the Marhatas as 
partisans and umpires in family dis­
pute&-& position of which these 
knew well how to take full advan­
tage. 
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PART a patriarchal ruler, wise, just, and inflexible, steady in 
--�1.- his application to business, and an excellent financier. 

He had the good fortune to be served by an excellent 
minister, Behari Das Pancholi. 

Rana Juggut Singh II., his son and successor, revived 
the defensive alliance with the Rajput States, previously 
negotiated by Rana Amra. He was too fond of plea­
sure to govern. He preferred, it is said, an elephant 
fight to warfare. Hence, under his rule, the kingdom 
passed through _a rapid stage of decline. He was embar­
rassed. in the first place by the want of cohesion amongst 
the Rajputs engendered by the rivalry of their princes, 
then by the growing power and increasing audacity of 
the Marhatas. Then, instead of trusting, as his ancestors 
had done, to the valour of the Rajputs, he must needs 
call in the aid of Mulhar Rao Holkar to fight his battles. 
These causes contributed to give the Marhatas a firm 
hold on Rajasthan, and when Rana Juggut Singh died, 
in 1752, the abasement of his country waa sealed. 

Rana Pert.a Singh II. lived three inglorious yea.rs. 
During the whole period (rdaipur was tmbject to inva­
sions from the Marhatas, conducted in succession by 
Sutwaji, Jankoji, and Ragonath Rao. Rana Raj Singh 
II. succeeded his father in 1755. He reigned seven
years, during which the country became so impoverished
by invasions of, and war contributions imposed by, the
Marhatas, that the Rana was compelled to ask pecuniary 

aid from the Brahman collector of the tribute, to enable
him to marry the Rahtor chieftain's daughter! To such
a low ebb had the country fallen !

His uncle, Rana Arsi, succeeded him in 1762. The 
ungovernable temper of this prince and· his insolent be -
ha.viour to the highest nobles of his country caused 
the greatest misfortunes. Not only did the nobles rebel 
11.nd support the claims of a pretender to the throne, 
but Sindhia, Holkar, and the Haj{t of Jodhpur, taking 
advantage of the distractions of the country, made the 
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most of their opportunity. In the ten years of his reign 
Rana Arsi lost in war six of his most important districts, 
besides having to pay large sums in contributions. Al­
though, thanks to the fidelity and daring spirit evinced 
by a leading merchant, Amra Chand, he triumphed 
over the pretender, he did not escape the vengeance his 
cruelty and insolence had provoked from the spear of the 
assassin. He was murdered in 1772. 

His son and successor, Rana Hamir, was as unfortu­
nate as his father. Throughout his reign 'the demorali­
sation of Mewar was complete : her fields were deluged 
with blood, and her soil was the prey of every paltry 
invader.' 1 Rebellion and invasion went hand in hand, 
and though these were repressed and subdued during 
the lifetime of the noble minister, Amra Chand-a 
man of whom it can be recorded that, though many 
years virtual ruler. of 0-daipur, he did not leave behind 
}µm 'funds sufficient to cover the funeral expenses,' 
and whose splendid reputation still lives-yet, after his 
death, confusion became worse confounded, and six more 
districts were wrenched from· the falling kingdom. 

His brother, Rana Bhim Singh, succeeded in 1778. 
He enjoyed a long reign of fifty years. It has been said 
of him that in the course of this period he witnessed 
greater changes and reverses of fortune than any prince 
of his illustrious house. And it is true. From his acces­
sion to the period of the Marhata war with the Eng­
lish his country experienced a treatment not dissimilar 
to that which had been meted out to it under his imme­
diate predeces..C10rs. It is true that reverses were tinged by 
occasional gleams of good fortune, but these were few and 
far between. It might have been hoped that the humi­
liation of the two leading Marhata powers by Lake and 
Wellesley, in the beginning of the nineteenth century, 
would have procured some respite for Udaipu.r. But the 
contrary happened. The introduction by Lord Com-

1 Tod. 
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wallis of the non-intervention system left that and other 
Rajput countries a prey to the raids of Sindhia, Holkar, 
Amir Khan, and subsequently of the Pindaris. To such 
a state of dependency and distress was the Rana eventu­
ally reduced, that he-the head of all the Hindu dynasties 
-was forced to owe M:> Zalim Singh, regent of Kot.a, the
receipt of an allowance, for his support, of a thousand
mpees a month. This state of degradation exposed him
to the insults of his nobles and feudatories, the more
powerful of whom retired to their forts, and directed all
their efforts, not to save the kingdom, but to maintain
their own domains.1 

This state of things lasted till the end of the Pindarl 
war in 1817. The consequence was that when the British 
army, in the course of that campaign, entered Mewar, 
they found its fields laid waste and its cities ruined, 
the authority of the Rana set at naught, all the elements 
of social order dissolved, or in the course of rapid dis­
solution. 

A remedy was at once applied. The British Govern­
ment took the country of U daipur under its protection, 
convened the nobles, and prevailed upon them to restore 
the territories they had usurped from the Rana, whilst 
he, on his part, promised to protect their rights. With 
respect to the British, the Rana engaged to acknowledge 
their supremacy, to abstain from political correspondence, 
to submit disputes to their arbitration, and to pay one­
fourth of the revenue as tribute for five years, thereafter 
three-eighths in perpetuity. The treaty embodying these 
conditions was signed on January 13, 1817, and the 
following month the several bands of plunderers and 
Marhata horse were expelled the Rana's territories. 

The disorganisation in the administration had, however, 
become so rooted that necessity forced upon the officer 
first nominated as British _Agent-the Colonel Tod from 

1 For the fate of the !Una's the struggle for whOll8 hand ruined 
beautiful daughter, Kiahna Komari, RAjputi.n', t1itk Appendix C. 
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whose exhaustive work I have so largely quoted-the CHAP. 
whole conduct of affairs. The reforms he introduced ____ L_ 
were so beneficial, that in the course of three years, 
whilst greatly ameliorating the condition of the children 
of the soil, they almost doubled the revenue. Having 
thus practically demonstrated the mode in which it was 
possible to administer affairs, Colonel Tod, by direction 
of his Government, transferred the reins to the native 
authorities of Udaipur. The experiment was not satis-
factory. In the two succeeding years large debts were 
incurred, the revenues were anticipated, the tribute to 
the British Government left unpaid. Again were the 
officers of the State put into leading strings, and good 
management re-introduced. Again, too, in 1826, was the 
administration re-transferred to the native authorities. 
Once more, unfortunately, failure supervened. In the 
course of a. few months disorder reigned rampant, and 
the revenue fell almost to the same low figure from 
which it had been raised by the decided measures taken 
in 1818. 'Within a few months the extravagance and 
oppression became as great as they had ever been before, 
and the roads became almost impassable to single tra-
vellers.' 1

Bhim Singh died in 1828, and was succeeded by his 
son Jowan Singh. The new ruler was, unfortunately, a 
man of no character, ac;ldicted to vicious habits and low 
pursuits. It can be easily imagined that under such a 
rule State affairs did not prosper. Within a few years of 
his accession the tribute again fell heavily into arrear, the 
State became overwhelmed with debt, and there accrued 
an annual deficit of two lakhs of rupees. To such an 
extent was maladministration carried that the Rana had 
to be warned that unless he could keep his engagements 
with the British Government a territorial or other suffi­
cient security would be required. 

The same year that Jowan Singh received this warning, 
1 Ait.chilon'1 Treatiu. 
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PART 1838, he died without natural issue. His adopted son, 
-....,..

1·-- Rana Sirdar Singh, succeeded him. He was a harsh, 
overbearing man, very unpopular with his chiefs. He 
died in 1842, before the financial embarrassments be­
queathed to him by his successors had been cleared off. 

His younger brother, Rana Surup Singh, succeeded 
to the throne. To relieve his government, the British 
reduced the tribute to two lakhs of rupees annually ( June 
1846). His reign of nine ytmrs is chiefly noticeable for 
the continual contests in which he was engaged with his 
feudatory chiefs, most of whom, descendants of former 
Ramis, possessed exclusive privileges, on which the Rana 
attempted to infringe. These disputes were finally settled 
in 1861. 

In that year Surup Singh died, and was succeeded 
by his nephew Sambhu Singh, who was a minor. The 
administration was first entrusted to a council of regency, 
aided by the advice of the Political Agent. But the mem­
bers of the council soon exhibited signs of turbulent op­
position and misconduct. Acts of cruelty were allowed 
to go unpunished, and every kind of opposition was 
thrown in the way of the Political Agent. At length it 
became necessary either to form a new council, or to 
appoint some one chief to act as regent. As no chief to 
whom this duty could be entrusted was available, it was 
determined to nominate a council of three, consisting of 
a president and two members. As the nobleman nomi­
nated as president insisted, however, on absolute and 
uncontrolled powers, the proposition fell to the groun<l, 
and the British Resident was directed to retain charge of 
the administration, assisted by two members; he was also 
ordered to associate the young Rana with himself in the 
business of the State, so as to fit him as far as possible for 
the direct management of affairs. Under this arrange­
ment the financial condition of the country improved 
greatly. 

Maharana Sambhu Singh- attained his majority and as-
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sumed the direct government of the country on Novem­
ber 17, 1865. Though not without capacity, he was 
not a successful ruler. 

Since the foregoing sketch waa written, intelligence 
haa been received of the death of the Maharana Sambhu 
Singh. This event took place at Udaipur, on October 7, 
1874. 

Sambhl'.1 Singh, who at the period of his demise had 
lived only twenty-seven years, was childless. His nearest 
of kin were his two uncles, brothers of his father, Sakat 
Singh and Sohan Singh ; but the Maharana had the right 
of excluding both of them by adoption. This right he 
exercised when his recovery was regarded aa impossible, 
in favour of Surjun Singh, son of the elder uncle, a boy 
about sixteen years old. This prince baa been installed 
as Maharana. 

The Maharana haa received the right of adoption. 
He is entitled to a salute of seventeen guns. 

CHAPrER II. 

JAIPUR. 

A.--16,000 aq. miles. PoPUU.nox-1,900,000. 
Rnu11&-36,oo,ooo rupeee.1 

27 

CHAP. 

L 

THE kingdom of Jaipur, better known amongst the Raj- CHAP. 
puts as the kingdom of Amber or Dhudar, was founded -11-.-·­
by Dhola Rae in the year 957. Dhola Rae waa thirty-
fourth in descent from Raja N al, traditional founder of 
the kingdom and city of Narwar. Raja Na.I is said to 
have been lineally descended from Kush, the second son 
of Rama, King of Koshula, whose capital waa Ayodhia, 
the modern Oudh. Hence the reigning family in Jaipur 

1 A large-e<>rtion of the revenues 
of the State 11 alienated in j11gbire 
and religioua granta. I zecord here 

the available receipta.-Ait.chiaon'e 
Treatiu. 
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has been known from time immemorial as the Kutchwa 
family or rule. 

The exploits of Dhola Rae can only be traced in the 
fabulous legends of the period. This much is clear­
that he conquered the country inherited by his descen­
dan_ts. That part of Rajputana was then divided amongst 
petty Rajputs and Mina chiefs, nil owing allegiance to the 
Hindu Kings of Delhi. These he conquered in succession, 
and marrying the daughter of the Prince of Ajmir, he 
laid the foundations of a kingdom destined to be per­
manent. 

Killed in battle, Dhola Rae was succeeded by his 
posthumous son by the daughter of the princess of 
Ajmir, named Kankal ; he, again, by his son Maidul Rao, 
n warrior and conquerer ; and he, in his turn, by Hundeo. 
Kuntal followed him, and he it was who completed the 
subjugation of the other aboriginal race of the Minas. 

His successor, Pujun, was one of the most famous of 
the earlier monarchs of the dynasty. He married the 
sister of Pirthi Raj, King of Delhi, and commanded a 
division of that monarch's armies in many of his most 
important battles. He twice signalised himself in repel­
ling invasions from the north, and, commanding at the 
time on the frontier, he defeated Sbab-u-din in the Khy­
ber pass, and pursued him towards Ghizni. His valour 
mainly contributed to the conquest of Mahoba, the coun­
try of the Chundails, of which he was left governor ; and 
he was one of the sixty-four chiefs who, with a chosen 
body of retainers, enabled the King of Delhi to carry 
off the Princess of Kanouj. But in this service Pujun 
lost his life. 

From Pujun to Pirthi Raj there is nothing to record. 
The names of the intermediate sovereigns were Malesi, 
Bijul, �jdeo, Kitun, Kontul, Junsi, Udaikurn, Nursing 
Bunbir, Udharun nod Khundrasen. 

The ascent to the throne of Pirthi Raj marks an era 
in the dynasty. He had seventeen sons, of whom twelve 
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reached man's estate.. To these twelve and to their sue- CHAP. 
cessors he assigned twelve chambers in the house of _..,.n_. _ 
Kutchwa ; and he limited the future right of his succession 
in his dominions to the descendan� of those twelve 
chambers. Of Pirthi himself little is known but that 
he made a pilgrimage to the Indus, and that he wns 
assassinated by his own son, Bhim, 'whose countenance,' 
says the chronicle, ' was like the mouth of a demon.• 

From Pirthi Raj we come down to Baharma, the 
first prince of the dynasty who · pnid homage to the 
Mahomedan power. He followed the fortunes of Baber, 
and received from Humayun, prior to his expulsion by 
the Pathan dynasty, a high imperial title as ruler of 
Amber. 

His son, Bhagwan Dass, became still more intimately 
allied with the Mogul dynasty. He was the friend of 
Akbar, and gave his daughter in marriage to Prince Selim, 
afterwards Jehangir-one of the first instances on record 
of a prince who ' sullied Rajput purity by matrimonial 
alliance with the Islamite.' 1

Bhagwan Dass had no children, but was succeeded by 
his nephew Maun Singh, son of his youngest brother. 
This prince was the most brilliant character at Akbar's 
court. As the emperor's lieutenant · he was entrusted 
with the most arduous duties, nnd added conquests to the 
empire from Khoten to the ocean. Orisa was subjugated 

. by him, Asam humbled and made tributary, and Kabul 
maintained in her allegiance. He held in succession the 
govemment.s of Bengal and Behar, of the Dekhnn and of 
Kabul. He had the weakness, however, to interfere in 
the succession to the throne of Akbar in favour of 
Khusru, eldest son of Jehangir, and his own cousin. 
Though too powerful to be openly chastised, Maun Singh 
was never forgiven. He died governor ofBcngnlin 1615. 

Rao Bhao Singh succeeded him-a man of no mark. 
Nor was Maha, who followed him, of more note. Upon 

1 Tod. E!(>hinstone relates (J), 480) that Balwmal 'had, at an earl1 
period, given h11 daughter in marriage to Akbar.' 
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his death, Jehangir, on the advice, it is said, of Joda Bai, 
his Rajputni wife, gave the kingdom of Amber to J ai 
Singh_, nephew to Maun Singh, a young man of great
promJ.Se. 

It was a fortunate selection. Jai Singh, known in 
history as the Mina Raja, restored by his conduct the 
glories of the family name. He performed great services 
during the reign of A�gzib, who bestowed on him 
one of the highest dignities of the empire. He made 
prisoner the celebrated Sivaji, but afterwards, finding 
that his pledge of safety was likely to be broken, was 
accessory to his escape. But this instance of good faith 
was more than counterbalanced by his previous desertion 
of Prince Dara, in the war of succession, a desertion 
which crushed the hopes of that brave prince, and caused 
the death of his son Soliman. His conduct with respect 
to Sivaji, combined with the haughtiness of demeanour 
which be assumed in later years, alienated Aurangzib, who 
from that moment determined to destroy him. A foolish 
vaunt which the Raja was in the habit of making in his 
durbar, and which reached the Emperor's ears, only in­
tensified this resolve.1 He found it difficult for some time 
to meet anyone who would or could execute his wishes. 
He had recourse, therefore, to the diabolical expedient of 
appealing to the ambition of the Raja's son. He pro­
mised the throne of Jaipur to Kirut Singh, younger son 
of Jai Singh, to the prejudice of his elder brother, Ram 
Singh, if he would assassinate his father. Kirut Singh con­
sented, mixed poison with his father's opium, then returned 
to claim the investiture. Aurangzib, however, only gave 
him a district. From this period, says the chronicle, Am­
ber declined. 

Ram Singh, who succeeded Jai Singh, and his son and 
1 It. wRS the custom of the Rijn, ground, he would exclaim: 'There 

sitting with his twenty-four chiefs goes SaUra; the fllte of Delhi is in 
in durbar, to hold up two gluses, my right hand, and thia, with like 
one of which be called SaUra facility I can CMt awav I '-Tod, 
(Sivajf), the other Delhi (Aurang- whom i have followed alm08t tE"x­
&ib). Then, dashing one to the tuall;y. 
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successor, Bishen Singh, were men· of little mark. The 
third in order, Jai Singh II. better known as Sowae Jai 
Singh, deserves more notice. This prince came to the 
throne in 1699, eight years prior to the demise of 
Aurangzib. He served with distinction in the Dek1um, 
but on the emperor's death he sided with Prince Bedar 
Bukt, son of Prince Azim, who had at once declared him­
self emperor. With these he fought the battle of Dhol­
pur (June 17 07) which ended in their death and the eleva­
tion of Bahadur Shah. For his opposition Jaipur was 
sequestrated and an imperial governor sent to take pos­
session ; but J ai Singh entered his estates, sword in hand, 
drove out the imperial garrisons, and formed a league 
with the Rana of Uda.ipur and the Raja of Jodhpur for 
their mutual defence against Mahomedan aggression.1 

J ai Singh II. was, perhaps, the most cultivated sove­
reign that ever reigned in India. He was fond of art, of 
mathematics, and of science. In astronomical knowledge 
he was not inferior to the best of his European contem­
poraries. He drew up a set of tables from which astrono­
mical computations are yet made and almanacs con­
structed; he caused Euclid's Elements, the best treatises 
on plain and spherical trigonometry, and Napier's Loga­
rithms, to be translated into Sanscrit. 

He built a new city for his capital, the marble city of 
Jaipur, the only one in India erected on a regular plan. 
He built observatories, with instruments of his own in­
vention, at Delhi, Jaipur, Banarns, a.ncl Mathura, upon a 
scale of Asiatic grandeur, and their results were so cor­
rect as to astonish the most learned. 

But besides the construction of a capital and objects of 
science-of which I have enumerated only a part-Jai 

1 By one of the cltluaea of this of such alliances, the i•ue of the 
agreement, the Rajas of Jaipur and Udtlipur princeaa should succeed to 
�odhpur, with the view to recover the throne in preference to elder 
the privilege of mueying with the aona by other wh-ea. It wu an un­
Udai;ptir family, forfeited b] their fortunate arrangement, and broug-ht 
matrimonial connection with the lQ'8&t diBUters both on Jaipur and 
Mogu]a, agreed that, on the occuion 'Cdaiptir. 
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PART Singh erected, at his own expense, caravanserais or 
_L_..,. public inns, for the free use of travellers in many of the 

provinces. He carried on these works in the midst of per­
petual wars and court intrigues. And although he did not 
entirely escape the debasing influence of the latter, he not 
only steered his country through its dangers, but raised 
it above the principalities around it. He sustained the 
Mogul empire as long as the representative of the Mogul 
rights would exert himself to support them, but when he 
found himself unable to inspire the wretched Farokhsfr 
even ' with the energy of despair,' he gave up the task 
and devoted himself with renewed energy to his favourite 
pursuits, astronomy and history. On the accession of 
Mahomed Shah in December 1720, Jai Singh was called 
from his philosophical studies and appointed the emperor's 
lieutenant for the provinces of Agra and Malwa in suc­
cession, and it was during this interval of comparative 
repose that he erected those monuments which irradiate 
this dark epoch of the history of India.1 He· procured 
at this time also the repeal of the jezia or polltax on 
infidels, imposed by the bigotry of Aurangzib, and he 
repressed the incursions of the Juts. Re-appointed in 
1732 lieutenant for the Mogul in Mahva, he saw that it 
was vain, in the disorganised state of the empire, to attempt 
to repel the aggressions of the Marhatas. With the full • 
consent, then, of Mahomed Shah, he formed an intimacy 
with the famous Baji Rao, and induced the emperor in 
1734 to transfer to his keeping the province of Malwa. 
The influence he thus obtained was usefully employed in 
checking the excesses of the Marhatas, and in delaying 
their advance on the capital. During the . invasion of 
Nadir Shah he wisely held aloof from participating in a 
contest in which· there was no hope of success. Jai 
Singh II. died in 17 43, after a prosperous reign of forty• 

1 From hia obaemlti.ona or seven tablea-theae were completed in 
yeara at tbe varioUI obaerv11toriee he 1728. 
conatructed a eet or aatronomical 
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four years. They had been years of prosperity for Jaipur 
in the midst of the general declension of the other states 
and kingdoms of Hindostan. He had added to it the 
districta of Deoti and Rajur, • and he had governed it 
wisely and well. He is•said to have been vain, and fond 
of strong drink. Yet he will ever be remembered as one 
of the most remarkable men of his age and nation. 
' Science,' says Colonel Tod, ' expired with him.' His 
eldest son, Isuri Singh, succeeded him. Yet, according to 
the convention made with Udaipur, the right of succession 
lay with hi."' younger brother, Madhu Singh, son of a 
princess of .Mewar. · And Madhu Singh not only pre­
ferred his claims, but at a great cost 1 obtained the aid of 
Holkar to support them. He succeeded, and probably 
would have proved a successful ruler but for the troubles 
brought on him by the rising power of the JAts. The 
long quarrels with that people were brought to an issue by 
a battle, which, though the J!ts were defeated in it, proved 
destructive to Jaipur in the loss of all her chieftains of 
note. Madhu Singh himself died four days later. Had 
he lived, it is thought that he might have prevented the 
decline of the State of Jaipur. He inherited no small 
share of his father's learning, and cultivated the society of 
men of science. He built several cities, of which that 
called after him, Madhupur, near the celebrated fortress 
of Rinthunbor, the most secure of the commercial cities 
of Rajwarra, is the most remarkable. 

Pirthi Singh II., a minor, succeeded, under the 
guardianship of the mother of his younger brother 
Pertap. She was an ambitious and unscrupulous woman, 
under the evil influence of her paramour, a low-born 

, elephant-driver.· After nine years of her dissolute sway,
Pirthi Singh II. died from a fall from his horse, not how­
ever without suspicion of having been poisoned. Before 
he died he had married two wives, from one of whom was 

l The districts or Rampura Bhau- 840,000l., were 888igned t.o Holkar 88
pura and Tonk Rampum, with payment for his support. 
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PART begotten a son, Maun Singh. The youth, however, was 
-�1·.- spirited away by his mother's relatives, .and taken, first to

his maternal roof, subsequently to Gwaliar,_there to grow 
up under the protection of Sindhia. The half-brother, 
Pertap Singh, son of the dissolute Rani, succeeded 
Pirthi Singh II. He ruled the country twenty-five years. 
During his minority Jaipur was a prey to constant feuds, 
in the course of which, while she had the good fortune to be 
rid by poison of the Rani and her elephant-driver, she 
suffered greatly from Marhata depredations and Marbata 
insolence. On attaining his majori.ty Raja Pertap was 
determined to rid himself of those 1ocusts. · He formed 
accordingly that league with Raja Bije Singh, of Jodh­
pur, which commenced so happily with the defeat of 
the Marhatas at Tonga (1787). But this triumph was 
short-lived. The defeats sustained at Patun and Mairt.a 
(1791), and the disruption of the alliance with Jodhpur 
brought back the enemy. Holkar imposed a heavy annual 
tribute on the State, which he afterwards transferred to

Amir Khan. From that period to the year 1803 the 
country was alternately desolated by Sindhia's armies 
and hordes of other robbers, who frequently contested 
with each other the possession of the spoils. 

Pertap Singh was a gallant prince and not deficient 
in judgment ; but neither his gallantry nor his prudence 
could contend successfully against so many obstacles. He 
died in 1803. 

His son and successor, Raja Juggut Singh, ruled for 
nearly sixteen years with the disgraceful distinction of 
being the most dissolute prince of his race or of hi8 age. 
His life did not disclose one redeeming virtue amidst a 
cluster of effeminate vices, including even cowardice. He 
was a debauchee, a spendthrift, and a libertine, without a 
spark of honour or virtue in his composition. It was the 
lust excited in him by the fame of Kishna Komari, 
the beautiful daughter of the Rana of Udaipur, which 
provoked that contest which, with the aid of the faithless 
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marauder, Amir Khan, brought ruin to Rajputana.1 To CHAP. 
dwell upon the life of such a man would be to record n.

actions from which an honourable mind recoils. He 
died unpitied, unlamented, even by his creatures, Decem-
ber 21, 1818. 

Yet during his reign an event occurred which was to 
connect Jaipur with the British. In 1803 a treaty was 
signed uniting that country in a subsidiary alliance with 
the alien nation. The Raja, however, fulfilled his obli­
gations very imperfectly, and Lord Cornwallis, who had 
resolved to abandon the system of subsidiary alliance, 
declared the connection with Jaipur to be dissolved, and 
withdrew that State from the protection of the British 
Government. This policy was pursued by Sir George 
:Barlow, notwithstanding the remonstrances of Lord 
Lake, made both on the grounds of general policy and 
good faith. 2 

The expediency of the dissolution of this alliance 
was considered to be very questionable by the Home 
Government, who in 1813 directed that Jaipur should 
again be taken under protection whenever an opportunity 
might offer. But owing to the outbreak of the war with 
Nepal it was considered better to postpone any such 
measure until it could be adopted as part of the general 
scheme for the suppression of the Pindaris. In 1817, 
when negotiations were opened, it was found that the 
cancelment of the previous treaty had rendered the 
J aiptir State reluctant to enter into a fresh alliance. In 
time, however, the increasing necessities of the State, the 
example of its neighbours, and the apprehension of being 
excluded from British protection, the continued exactions 
of Amir Khan's troops, and the arrangements in progress •
for forming separate engagements with the small states 
dependent on Jaipur, led at length to her accepting a 
treaty. By this (April 2, 1818) the protection of the 
British Government was extended to ,Jaipur; the Maha-

1 V-ab Appendix C. 1 Aitcbison'e Treatiu. 
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PART raja agreed to furnish troops on the requisition of the 
__ 1·- British Government, and to pay an annual tribute

of eight lakhs of rupees until the revenue should exceed 
forty lakhs, after which five-sixteenths were to be paid 
in addition to the eight lakhs. The fresh duty urged 
on the Maharaja after the conclusion of the treaty 
was the resumption of the lands usurped by the no­
bles, and the reduction of the nobles to their proper 
relation of subordination to the M.aharaja. Through 
the mediation of Sir David Ochterlony agreements were 
entered into similar to those formed at -Odaipur. The 
usurped lands were restored to the Maharaja, and the 
nobles were guaranteed in their legitimate rights and 
possessions.1

Raja J uggut Singh left no issue, legitimate or illegiti­
mate, and no provision had been made for a successor 
during his life. But as it was necessary to inaugurate a 
successor 'to light the funeral pile,' it became incumbent 
to nominate some one. The choice fell upon n distant 
relative, Mohun Singh, son of the ex-prince of Narwar, 
the fourteenth in descent from Pirthi Raj I., Raja of 
Jaipur. But as the election was void, in consequence of 
its having been made without the due forms and in 
favour of one not nearest in order of succession, it is 
probable that a civil war would have ensued but for the 
timely discovery that one of the widowed queens of 
Juggut Singh was enceinte.

At three o'clock on April 1, a council of sixteen 
queens, widows of the late prince, nnd the wives of all 
the great vassals of the State, assembled to ascertain the 
fact of pregnancy, whilst all the great barons awaited in 

• the ante-chambers of the zenana the important response
of the council of matrons. When it was declared that
the Bhattiani queen was pregnant beyond a doubt, they
consulted until seven, and then they sent in a declaration,

1 Aitchieon's Treatia, from which the account in the text is 11lmoat lite­
rally tnken. 
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acknowledging their unanimous belief of the fact ; adding CHAP. 
that, ' should a son be born, they would acknowledge _II ...... __ 

him as their lord, and to none else pledge allegiance.' 1 

On April 25, 1819, four months and four days after 
Juggut Singh's death, a son was ushered into the world 
with the usual demonstrations of joy, and received as 
autocrat of the Kutchwas ; whilst the youthful interloper 
was removed from the throne, and thrust back into his 
native obscurity.2

The young child was named Jai Singh. The Govern­
ment was assumed in his name by his mother. But 
during the minority of the young prince, Jaipur was a 
scene of corruption and misgovernment, and the British 
Government found it necessary to appoint an officer to 
reside at the capital, and to authorise him to interfere in 
the internal administration of the State, with a view of 
guarding the interests of the British Government, and 
securing the payment of the tribute.8

In 1834-35 the British Government having found it 
necessary to march a force into Shaikhawati for the 
purpose of settling that province, took possession of the 
Jaipur share of the Sambhur salt lake as a security for 
the repayment of the expenses of the campaign. Whilst 
these, and arrangements connected with Shaikhawati were 
being matured, Raja Jai Singh died at Jaipur under cir­
cumstances which could not fail to raise the strongest 
suspicions that his premature demise had been compassed 
by the minister, Sanghi Jotharim, and Ru.pa Buda.run, a 
female attendant in the palace. Jotharam had been the 
paramour of the late Rani, and under her influence had 
acquired great power in the State, supplanting in the 
office of minister the nominee of the British Govern­
ment. The agent to the Governor-General proceeded 
therefore to Jaipur to make inquiries, reform the ad­
ministration, and assume the guardianship of the infant 
left by the Raja. The strong measures he adopted led 

1 Tod. , Ibid.
1 Aitchieon. 
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PART to the· formation of a conspiracy by Jotharam. The 
-~L- life of the agent, Colonel Alves, was attempted, and 

his assistant, Mr. Blake, was murdered. The murderers 
were s�ized and executed by order of the minister, and 
Jotharam and his fellow conspirators were imprisoned 
for life in the fort of Chanar.1 The young Raja, Ram 
Singh, was placed under the guardianship of the British 
political agent. Under his superintendence, a. council 
of regency, consisting of five of the principal nobles, 
was formed, and to their decision all measures of im­
portance were submitted. The army was reduced, every 
branch of the administration was reformed, and sati, 
slavery, and infanticide were prohibited. The tribute 
was found to be far in excess of a due proportion of the 
revenue; a remission was therefore made in 1842 of 
forty-six lakhs of rupees, and the annual amoun:t was 
reduced to four lakhs. 2 

Maharaja Ram Singh did good service during the 
mutinies. For this he received a grant of the district of 
Kote-kassim, under a promise to respect the revenue set­
tlements made whilst the district had been under British 
management. He also received the privilege of adoption.8 

Ram Singh is an intelligent prince, and devotes his 
best energies to the development of the resources of his 
country. With this object he has opened out roads, 
constructed railways, and given a great impulse to edu­
cation. During the scarcity of 1868 he abolished transit 
duties on the importation of grain into his domains ; and 
in the affairs of government generally he has shown an 
intelligent appreciation of the requirements of the age. 

Maharaja Ram Singh is extremely fond of the society 
of cultivated Englishmen and women. He has twice 
been a member of the Legislative Council of the Viceroy 
of India. 

The Maharaja is entitled to a salute of seventeen 
guns. 

1 Aitchiaon. 2 Aitchiaon's Treatu,. 
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Au.A.-36,672 sq. miles. PoPOLA.TIOX-1,781,600. 
:R:&vuua-about 17,60,000 rupees. 

THE great kingdom of Kanouj, one of the four great CHAP.
IlL 

Hindu sovereignties which existed in Hindostan for -......-----

centuries previous to the invasions of Mahmud of Ghizni, 
came to an untimely end in the year 1193. Her last 
monarch, Jaichund, the representative of the race of the 
Raht6rs, proceeding, according to the Hindu legend, 
' from the spine of Indra,' succumbed in that year to the 
invasion of Shab-u-din, King of Gh6r, and was drowned 
in the Ganges whilst attempting to escape. With his 
death Kanouj ceased to be a Hindu city, and the name of 
Raht6r ceased to be heard on the banks of the ' sacred 
stream.' 

Eighteen years subsequently to this event, two grand­
sons of Raja Jaichund, by name Seoji and Saitram, aban­
doned the land of their birth, and, followed by two hun­
dred retainers, and journeying westward towards the great 

· desert, arrived at Kolumund, twenty miles from the pre­
sent site of Bikanir, not then in existence.

The two brothers offered their services to the chief
of the tribe of which Kolumund was the place of abode,
then at war with a neighbouring clan. The offer was
accepted, and it was mainly due to the efforts of the two
Raht6rs that victory inclined to Kolumund. In the fight,
however, Saitram was slain. The chief, to repay the debt he
owed to the surviving brother, gave to Seoji his sister• in
marriage with an ample dower. Seoji then prosecuted his
journey, and, after many adventures, alternately valiantly
fighting and treacherously murdering, he planted · his
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PART standard in ' the land of Kher ' amidst the sand-hills of 
..___..,.

1·-- the river Luni. 
Seoji left three sons, the eldest of whom, Asot'Mma, 

succeeded him. He established his second brother at 
rdar, on the frontiers of Gujrat, .and the youngest at 
Okamundala. He died, leaving eight sons, all of whom 
became heads of tribes, of which four still survive. He 
was succeeded at Kherdhur by his son Duhur. Duhur 
connected his reign with the past and the future. He 
endeavoured to recover Kanouj and to conquer Mundur, 
destined to be the capital of his race. He failed in both 
attempts. 

It will suffice to give the names of his successors, 
always the eldest sons in order of birth, till I come to the 
real conqueror of Mundur. They were Raepal, Kanhul, 
Jalhun, Cbado, Thido, Silko and Birundeo, all men of 
renown in local warfare, under whom the family posses­
sions were increased. Birundeo was succeeded by his 
son Cbonda, who conquered Mundur, the ancient capital 
of Maru or Marwar, and made of it the chief cityof the 
Rahtors. He conquered likewise Nagore and the pro­
vince of Godwar, and :finally made firm his fortunes by 
marrying a daughter of the family he had expelled from 
Mundur. He was blessed with fourteen sons, the descen­
dants of four of whom still exist. 

Chonda was killed at Nagore in the year 1402. He 
was succeeded by his son Rao Rinmul. 

Rao Rinmul, during the lifetime of Rana Lakha of 
Mewar, assisted that prince in his wars, and behaved as 
the first of his vassals. Upon the death of Rana Lakha, 
however, he interfered in the affairs of Marwar in a 
manner which brought death to himself, and threatened 
his dominions with ruin. 

In a note to the sketch of Udaipur (page 18) I have 
given the reason why Cbonda, the eldest son of Rana 
La.kha, was content to resign his rights of succession to the 
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throne of that kingdom in favour of Mokalji, the youngest 
son of his father by Hansa,1 daughter of Rao Rinmul. 

On the death of Rana Lakha, Chonda acted as guar­
dian to his infant brother. But his administration was 
thwarted and interfered with by Rao Rinmul, whose 
relatives fastened like locusts on the pleasant pasturages 
of Mewar. Indeed Rinmul seems to have cherished the 
idea of transferring the rule over the country io the 
Raht6r family. 

As a prelude to the carrying out of this idea a brother 
of Chonda's was assassinated, and the life of the young 
Rana was threatened. But, at this crisis, Chonda sud­
denly swept down upon the Rahtors, killed Rao Rinmul, 
and scattered his followers. The eldest son of Rao 
Rinmul, Joda, succeeded in escaping, but so utterly 
demoralised that he was forced to leave even Mundur to 
its fate. All seemed lost to the Rahtors. But Joda was 
a man of vigour and capacity. Carefully concealing his 
movements, he enlisted partisans, surprised two of the 
sons of Chonda at Mundur, slew one there ; the other, in 
his flight, on the boundary of the Godwar province. 
Then, wisely deeming the renunciation of a portion of 
his territory to be the most efficacious means of saving 
the remainder, he sued for peace, offering to restrict the 
boundary of his dominions to a line passing the spot 
on which the younger son of Chonda had fallen, ' as the 
price of blood and to quench the feud.' That is, he offered 
to cede the province of Godwar. The cession was ac­
cepted, and peace was made. 

J oda, I have said, was a man of vigour and capacity. 
He bad already displayed the first quality; it now devolved 
upon him to show what be possessed of the second. Instead 
of wasting bis reign in fruitless wars, he devoted himself 
to the settlement of his country. He reinstated in their 

1 Hanaa is variouslY' stated to be under Mewar aa the daughter, under 
daughter and sister or R6o Rinmul Marwar aa the sister. 
Even Colonel Tod writ.es or her 
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PART hereditary ·estates the ancient proprietors of the soil. 
-.__

1
:___ Then, not satisfied with the ancient capital, he laid in 

1459 the foundations of a new city, which he named 
after himself, Jodpur or Jodhpur, and which, in its turn, 
has given its name to the entire territory. He died in 
1489 at the age of sixty-one. He had bad fourteen sons, 
of whom the eldest surviving, second in �rder of birth, 
Surajmul, succeeded him. 

Of this prince the only record is that he reigned 
twenty-se\·en years, and had at least the merit of adding 
to the stock of Seoji. He had five sons, the eldest sur­
viving of whom, Ganga, succeeded him. He died almost 
immediately, leaving a son of the same name, who 
established himself notwithstanding the armed opposition 
of his uncle Saga. In his reign, too, the Ra.htors had 
first to encounter in their own land Mahomedan inva­
sion. Serving under the command of Sanga, Rana of 
Mewar, they gained some successes, but had finally to 
succumb to the prowess of the ·Emperor Baber at the 
fatal field of Biana.1 

Ganga died in 1532, and was succeeded by his son, 
Maldeo. This prince gained a great and lasting renown 
as a warrior and statesman. He regained Ajmir and 
Nagore, and made numerous conquests in the countries 
bordering on his dominions. Not content with this, he 
enclosed the city of Jodhpur with a strong wall, built 
many forts and fortresses, and caused fortifications to be 
erected in the more salient parts of the country. In­
vaded by Shir Shah, he raised an army of 50,000 men, 
and reduced that monarch to great extremities. Shir 
Shah indeed was able to extricate himself solely by the 
device of instilling suspicion of some of his adherents into 
the mind of Maldeo. This caused the prince to counter­
mand an assault which could scarcely have failed. The 
suspected leaders then vindicated their fidelity by an 
attack with their own followers on the camp of Shir Shah. 

1 Vi<k Udaipur, p. 16. 
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Though they nearly penetrated to the quarters of the 
emperor, they were overwhelmed by numbers and almost 
annihilated. Maldeo had then no resource but to submit . 

.An incident, slight in itself, served subsequently to 
increase the misfortunes of Maldeo. He had refused an 
asylum to the Emperor Humayun, when Humayun was a 
fugitive. Yet he lived to see the son of Humayun sitting 
on the throne of Delhi. Nay more, he lived to see that 
son, the great Akbar, eater, as an enemy, at the head of 
an army, the country from which he had repelled his 
father as a fugitive. 

It was in 1561 that Akbar invaded Marwar. He 
captured Malakot and Nagore, and transferred them to 
another Hindu family. Eight years later Maldeo saw 
himself compelled to sue for peace. He refused indeed 
to sue in person, but sent his son, the second in rank, 
Chundersen, to act for him. But Akbar was so incensed 
at this slight, as he conceived it, that he consigned Jodh­
pur itself to the same Hindu prince, Rae Singh, upon 
whom he had conferred Malakot and Nagore. Then 
ensued war to the knife. The · old Rahtor chief had to 
stand a siege in his own capital, and finally on succumb­
ing, to pay in the person of his recognised heir, 'Odai 
Siugb, the homage he had refused before. The brother, 
Chundersen, held out for seventeen years, remaining all 
the time irreconcileable alike with his family and the 
Mahomedan invader. He was finally killed in battle. 

The old Raja, Maldeo, broken in spirit, died about 
1573.1 He left twelve sons,2 of whom the third, Udai 
Singh, succeeded him. 

Under this prince, the independence of Marwar ceased 
to exist. Udai Singh acknowledged the suzerainty of the 

1 Tod •ya in one place 1015 A,D. 
in two others, 1009 A,D. Both are 
manifestly incorrect. Akbar re­
lltlnted the non-appearance of Maldeo 
r.t his durbar in 1570 and asaigned 
hi:1 dominions to Rae Singh in 1572. 

Maid.So was then alh·e, but he did 
not survive the last event mo1-e than 
one or two years. 2 Of the two elder, the eldest had
been banished, the ,iecond killed at 
Biana. 
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Mogul. He was the first prince, moreover, of Rajplit 
race who gave his sanction to a matrimonial union be­
tween the race of the Rahtors and the Mahomedan 
conqueror. He allowed his sister, Jod Bai, to marry the 
Emperor Akbar, not giving indeed, but receiving a dower, 
in the shape of all the districts wrested from Ma.rwar by 
the bridegroom, Ajmir excepted, and likewise several 
rich districts in Malwa, whose revenues doubled the 
resources of his own domains. With the aid of his 
brother-in-law, 'Odai Singh diminished the power of his 
nobles, and curtailed the overgrown estates of the land­
owners for the benefit of the smaller peasantry. In the 
new settlement which he made he added fourteen hundred 
new villages to the fisc. In return for the aid thus given 
to him by Akbar, he supplied him plentifully with troops, 
of a quality inferior to none others in his army, for his 
expeditions. 

'Odai Singh survived his father, Maldeo, thirty-three 
years. He left thirty-four legitimate children ; of these 
the eldest, Sur Singh, succeeded him. 

Sur Singh was a great warrior. He was serving with 
the emperor's army at Lahore, where he had commanded 
since 1591-2, when intelligence reached him of .his 
father's death. Much esteemed by Akbar for his military 
talents and brilliant services, he was commanded by that 
prince to attack, on his return to his dominions, Sirohi, 
a town in Ra.jputana., and capital of the hilly districts 
by which it was surrounded, the chief of which refused 
to acknowledge the emperor as his liege lord. Having 
completed this service he carried his arms against the 
King of Gujrat, conipletely defeated him at the battle 
of Dhundoca, and brought about the submission of the 
country. On the death of Akbar, Sur Singh attended 
at the court of his successor, Jehdngir, accompanied by 
his son and heir, Guj Singh, who was invested by the 
monarch on that occasion with a sword, to mark the 
distinguished valour he had displayed at the escalade of 
Jhalur. 
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This Raja added greatly to the beauty of his capital, 
and left several works, some of them of no small utility , 
which bear his name. He greatly lamented the neces­
sity under which he found himself to accompany the 
Mogul emperor in all his expeditions, and shortly before 
his death caused a column to be erected on which were 
engraven words cursing any of his race who should ever 
in the future even once cross the Narbada. Raja Sur 
died in 1620, leaving six sons and seven daughters. 

His eldest son, Guj Singh, succeeded him. He was in 
the imperial camp at Burhanpu.r, on the river Tapti, when 
he heard that he had been called to the throne. He, 
too, grew high in favour at the imperial court, received 
many favours from Jehangir, and was nominated his 
viceroy of the Dekhan. Like his father, too, he was a 
great warrior, and for his skill and daring obtained the 
title of 'Barrier of the Host.' He embroiled himself, 
however, with Prince Khu.rm, afterwards Emperor Shah 
J ehan, for refusing to espouse his cause against his elder 
brother Khu.sru.,1 and when, in consequence, his confiden­
tial adviser was murdered by order of Prince Khurm, 
he threw up his post in the army and returned to his 
native land. When, shortly afterwards� Prince Khusru 
died suddenly, and Khu.rm seemed to threaten his 
father's throne, Jehangir appealed to the R{ljpu.t chiefs 
to support him against filial ingratitude and domestic 
treason. The appeal was nobly responded to by Raja 
Guj and by the Rajas of Jaipur, Kota, and Bundi; and by 
their efforts the rebellion was put down. When, prior to 
the decisive battle near Banaras, the Emperor met his 
Rajput allies, he showed so much pleasure at the zeul 
displayed by �ia Guj, that he not only took him by the 
hand, but, what was more unusual, kissed it. 

Raja Guj was killed in an engagement with some free-

1 Tod aaya Prince Purvez ; but Khwmi that cleared his way to the
ShahJehan neverfeared Purvez. It throne. 
was the murder of his eldest brother 
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hooters in Gujrat in 1638. He had excluded his eldest 
son Amra from the succession in consequence of his violent 
disposition and turbulent conduct. The throne, there­
fore, descended to the second son, the renowned Jeswa.nt 
Singh. The subsequent career of Prince Amra is one 
of the most striking and sensational stories in the history 
of Hindostan. It will be found at the end of this volume. 1 

· The prince who now ascended the throne has left a
name in the annals of Hindostan which will never die. 
More than once the destinies of India lay in his hands. 
The fate of Dara and the fortunes of Aurangzib were alike 
at his disposal. He was not a great man in the true 
sense of that term, for he acted from interest, not from 
principle ; was ready to change his side and to employ 
treachery. It is true that all his treacheries were directed 
against the Mahomedan enemies of his race and country, 
his one object being, by exciting divisions amongst them, 
to rid the country of the hated invaders. He was a 
scholar, a patron of the arts, a great general, utterly 
fearless, an active politician, and taken altogether, regard 
being had to the prevailing morale of the period, a 
man of whom the Rajput race has reason to be proud. 
His reign embraces forty-three years of the history of 
Hindostau. I regret that the scope of this work will only 
allow me to give an outline of it. He ascended the 
throne in 16 38, and from that time to 1658, a period of 
twenty years, was engaged mainly in the Dekhan under 
Prince Aurangzib. In this and various other servicE>s 
he greatly distinguished himself. In 1638, the emperor 
became seriously ill. His eldest son, Dara Sheko, as­
sumed the office of Regent. One of his first acts was 
to nominate Raja Jeswant Singh his viceroy in Malwa. 
When, shortly afterwards, the ambitious designs "Of 
Aurangzib began to develop themselves, Jeswant Singh 
was appointed generalissimo to oppose that prince. In 
the battle that followed, at a place fifteen miles south 

1 J"ide Appendix B. 



JODHPUR OR MARW AR. 41' 

of Ujjen, since named Futtehabad, Jeswant Singh was CHAP. 
defeated. He owed his defeat to his too great daring. ....!� 
He wished to crush the two brothers, Aurangzib and 
Morad, at one blow, and delayed till their junction had 
been effected. This gave time to the wily Aurangzib 
to corrupt the Mahomedans in his army, and their deser-
tion on the field of battle brought about a defeat. Both 
armies remained, however, where they bad fought, and 
Jeswant Singh was allowed to retreat unmolested the 
next morning. 

The result of the battle, however, and of another equally 
successful, fought against Dara, was that Aurangzib drove 
his brother from the regency, and assumed it himself. 
One of his first acts after bis usurpation was to send 
a pardon to Jeswant Singh and a summons to his pre­
sence to join him in opposing his brother Shuja. Jeswant 
Singh obeyed the summons. But he did so only to be 
revenged. When the armies of the rival brothers were 
about to join battle at Kujwa, midway between Allahabad 
and Etawah, Jeswant Singh, in pursuance of an agree­
ment made with Shuja, suddenly attacked the rear of 
Aurangzib's army. Had �tija then attacked, the fate of 
Aurangzib had been sealed. But he delayed till the sun had 
risen. Jeswant Singh, then, finding himself unsupported, 
loaded his camels with the plunder of the camp and 
set off for Agra, leaving the two brothers to fight it out. 
In the battle which ensued between them Shuja was 
defeated. Meanwhile, Jeswant Singh lay in close vicinity 
to Agra, expecting Prince Dara Sheko, whose claims 
he was resolved to support. That prince had fled, after 
his defeat by Aurangzib, to the banks of the Indus. But 
levying some troops, he entered Gujrat, raised nn army 
there, and set out to effect a junction with Jeswant 
Singh at Agra. He delayed, however, unhappily, so long 
that the latter could no longer maintain his position, but 
was forced to retire upon Jodhpur. He reached his capital 
in safety, 

_
deposited there his _spoils, and then had an in4 
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terview with Dara at M.airta. The moment for effec­
tive movement had, however, been lost. Aurangzib, hav, 
ing crushed Shuja, was advancing in great force. Still 
this prince had seen so much of Rajput valour in the 
Dekhan, that he did not feel very confident of the issue 
of a contest. He sent, with this view, a message to Jes-­
want Singh, not only assuring him of forgiveness, but 
offering him the viceroyalty of Gujrat, if he would with­
draw from the contest and remain neutral. Jeswant Singh 
agreed, and accepted a commission to serve under Prince 
Moazzim against the rising power of Sivaji. 

Dara, thus deserted, was compelled to succumb to 
Aurangzib, but J eswant Singh had no idea of keeping 
faith with his Mogul lord. Hardly had he reached the 
Dekhan than he opened a correspondence with Sivaji 
and planned the death of the imperial general, Shaista 
Khan, and the proclamation of the young prince as 
emperor. Information of the transaction reached Au­
rangzib, but he concealed his knowledge of it till he had 
disposed of all his rivals ; he then replaced J eswant 
Singh by Jai Singh, Raja of Jaipur. 

From that time, neither party trusting the other, it 
seemed as though he would succeed who showed himself the 
greater master in wile. Sent again with supreme powers to 
the Dekhan, Jeswant Singh again so incited the ambition 
of Prince Moazzim as to necessitate his removal from so 
dangerous a post. He received an order to proceed at 
once to take up the post of viceroy of Gujrat, but on 
arriving at Ahmedabad he found it had been a trick to 
draw him from the Dekhan. He proceeded then to his 
own dominions. 

But even there, Aurangzib did not consider himself as 
secure from the machinations of so powerful a vassal. He 
had tried secret means to rid himself of him, but these 
had all failed. He resolved, therefore, to send him to a 
distance. A rebellion had opportunely broken out in 
Kabul; he accordingly sent Jeswant Singh to quell it. 
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J eswant set out, leaving his son, Pirthi Singh, in charge 
of his ancestral domains. 

But hardly had he reached Kabul than Aurangzib 
commenced his measures for the destruction of his family. 
He invited Pirthi Singh to court, treated him with marked 
affability, and as a sign of his favour, gave him a robe of 
honour. But the robe was poisoned. Pirthi Singh put 
it on in the royal presence, and expired a few hours later 
in great agony. 

When the news of his son's death reached Jeswant 
Singh he broke down utterly. He saw that his great 
enemy had gone beyond him in revenge, and felt his 
heart pierced by a poisoned sword. Two other sons, 
Juggut Singh and Dulthumun, fell victims about the same 
time to the climate of Kabul. Their deaths caused the 
overflowing of his cup; he died of a broken heart (1678). 

At the time of his death his wife was in the seventh 
month of her pregnancy. In due time she was confined 
of 1:1 boy, who was called Ajit Singh. As soon as she 
was able to travel she set out on her return home. But 
the vengeance of Aurangzib had not been satiated. As 
soon as the party reached Delhi, he demanded from the 
escort the person of the young prince. It was impos­
sible to oppose force to such an order ; but the address 
of the leader of the party, Durga Das, supplied its place. 
Having obtained leave to send off the women of the party 
to their homes, he first retained one of the attendants 
to personate the Rani, substituted a child for the young 
prince, and then sent off the mother and son with the 
women. But no long time elapsed before the suspicions 
of Aurangzib were aroused, and he demanded that the 
Rani and her child should be brought into the citadel. 
The Rajpu.t.s played their parts to perfection by refu..,ing 
to surrender the widow and son of their Raja. This 
for some time blinded the suspicions of Aurangzib, but 
at length they were renewed, and he again insisted, and 
the escort still refusing, sent troops to enforce his de-
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mands. The Rajputs, after a desperate resistance, were 
cut to pieces and dispersed. Then, for the first time, did 
the emperor discover the trick that been played upon 
him. But it was too late. The Rani and her child had 
had time to reach Jodhpur.1 Aurangzib, however, with 
his usual acuteness, feigned to disbelieve the story of 
the escape, and for many years treated the child he had 
captured as the undoubted heir of Jodhpur. 

The faithful Durga Das reached Jodhpur soon after 
these events, and took the lead in preparing the country 
for the impending invasion of Aurangzib. Of the war 
which followed, it is not necessary to give a detailed 
account. It will suffice to say that for a long time the 
Mogul arms were irresistible. The country was laid 
waste, the villages burned, the women and children 
carried off. This was one result. There was another, 
even of greater importance. The tie which had till then 
bound the Rajputs to the Moguls was severed, never to be 
renewed. 

At length the craft of Aurangzib was turned against 
himself. Durga Das gained over his son Akbar, who 
proclaimed himself emperor. He was indeed foiled, but 
the contest continued with increasing advantage to the 
Rajputs. They began, in their turn, a war of reprisals, 
and with greater or less mitigation, hostilities continued 
till the death of Aurangzib in 1707. v 

Before this event occurred, Ajit Singh had obtained 
his majority, and had begun to rule, though not as yet in 
Jodhpur. But after Aurangzib's death he recovered his 
capital, and though he lost it once again, it was again re-

1 Colonel Tod gives a different in a buket of sweetmeats. Such ia 
version oftheeacapeofthe boy. He the Hin du legend, but it ia neither 
et.atea that, rather than su r rende r so probable nor eo well authenticated 
their prince, the Rajputa caused the 111 the account given by Elpbinetone, 
women to be blown up by gun- which I ha,e mainly fol lowed. He 
powder; that they then went to cred its the Ran{, however1 with
meet death at the hande of the hav ing two aone; but I think 1t clear 
llofllema in the atl'eets or Delhi, there wu but one. 
whilat the boy waa conveyed away 
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