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PREFACE.

The materials for the ¢ B ” Volumes of the * Sind
Gagetteer ” were collected by the late Mr. Aitken, though
at the time of his retirement in 1907 he had only been able
to finish the draft of the Karachi Volume. It is onmly fair
to his memory that it should be stated that this volume,
thoygh now brought up-to-date and in consequence re-
written in parts, is almost en®irely based upon his draft.
In the preparation of the volume the compiler desires to
acknowledge the assistance which he has received from
the Collector of Karachi, the Chairman of the Port Trust,
and the Commissioner’s Uncovenanted Assistant, Mr. G.

Birch.
J. W.8.
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DESCRIPTION.

Tables 11-A, 11-B and II1.
CHAPTER I OF “ 4 VOLUME.

The Karachi D{)strict, named from igs ch‘i’ef town, lie}?
etween 23° 35° and 26° 22’ nort

PostonandAret.1otitude and between 66°42’ and 68° 48’
east longitude and occupies the south-west corner of the
Province of Sind. It has an area of 11,971 square miles.
From its most westerly point, Cape Monze, oquas Muar,
its boundary, defined by the Habb river, beyond which is
the Las Beyla State,runs north-east, then, gradually turning,
points at last due north where it meets the Khirthar range
of }ills, which separate it from the Sehwan Taluka of the
Larkana District. That district here penetrates the Karachi
District, dividing it into two prongs and forming its northern
boundary. The poirt of the eastern prong touches the
Indus, which thence becomes the boundary of the Karachi
District, running south-east and south and separating it
from the Hyderabad District as far as Jerruck (Jhirak),
where it passes beyond the river, being bo- nded first by the
Guni and Badin Talukas of the Hvderabad District, then by
the Rann of Cutch and the broad Khori creek. From this,
its most southerly point, the lim:ts of the district run north-
west to Cape Monze again, with the sea for their boundary
all the way.

In its physical a?ects the district includes samples of
Physloa 4 all the features of nature to be found
) ’ in Sind. Kohistan in the north, where
the Kirthar range penetrates the district for thirty miles,
flanked and followetf up by minor ranges, has been described
a8 “a succession of broad valleys lving between ranges of
hills running generally noith and south. . . . The
valleys are more or less level and fairly covered with grass
or brushwood : the hills are bare and mostly composed of
limestone ; looking at them they give little idea of contain-
ingany vegetation, but large flocks of sheep subsist on them
and select these bare hills as grazing grounds in preference
to the more grassy plains.” Southwards towards Karachi
the country degenerates into sandy wastes, uncultivated
¥ B 1412—1



2 KARACHI DISTRICT.

and almost devoid of vegetation, but much broken up
by short ranges of low, stony hills, and intersected by the
nais, or forrent beds, which cany the drainage of the
Kohistan to the Indus. The southern limit of this tract
may be defined by a straight line drawn from Karachi
to Tatta. South of this lies the Delta, a triangle with
Tatta for its apex and the sea coast for its base. Tatta
18, strictly speaking, well out of the Delta now, for the old
branch of the Indus which ran past it into the Gharo creek
silted up about 130 years ago and is only represented by the
Kalri canal now. Another irax;ch of the river, more recent-
ly extinct, has become the Baghar canal. The apex of the

elta now is at the bifurcation of the Ochito and the Haidari
(Mutni), a few miles below Kotri Allahrakhio Shah in the
Ghorabari Taluka. Between this point and the sea the
country is cut up by a network of branches of the river,
passing into creeks and connected by cross-channels, and
the aspect which it presents varies with the distance from
the sea. Along the coast a strip of 5 or 6 miles in breadth,
which is so liable to submergence at high tides that it is always
moist, supports & growth of small coarse grass and rushes,
which in turn support innumerable bufialoes, so tbat this
tract presents a more lively and populous scene than is met
with further inland. To the west, as far as Karachi. large
tracts of wind-blown sand-hills present a sample, on a 1
scale, of the desert of Thar and Parkar. Where the influence
of fresh water begins to predominate over the salt, grass and
mangrove swamps and sand give place to tamarisk and rice
fields. In the south-eastern quarter of the Delta,” however,
there is a wide expanse of absolute salt waste, embracing a
large part of the Shahbandar and Jati Talukas, which is
almost uninhabitable for man or beast. In this, between
the Sir and Khori creeks, lie the great Sirganda salt deposits,
many square miles of solid salt. The upper portions of these
talukas with Ghorabari, Mirpur Sakro, Sujawal and Mirpur
Bathoro consist of fertile rice country, with tamarisk and
khabar in all waste places, and diversified by groves of babul,
wide dhands and perennial maishes.

The hills of Siud, with few and unimportant excep-

Hills tions, lie to the west of the Indus Valley,
‘ and the Karachi District has a fair
share of them. The Khirthar range, 150 mtles in length
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and rising in one to a height of of 6,878 feet above
the sea, %orms theplfgll:ndary ofg Sind from the extreme
north-west point of the Upper Sind Frontier to the junction
of the Larkana with the Karachi District, after which point,
turning a little eastward, it constitutes for more than 20
miles the boundary of the two and terminates near the Baran
river at about 25° 43’ north latitude. This is the “ Hala ”
range of English maps and old writers.* About 30 miles of
it belong to the Karachi District. Its general height further
north is between 4,000 and 5,000 feet, but it falls very much
towards its southern extremity and even isolated peaks
seldom rise above 3,500 feet. The next most important
range has been named by us the Laki because it first attracts
attention near the town of that name in the Manjhand Mahal,
a little to the north-west of which it commences. It is not
the custom of the country to give names to ranges but to
peaks and localities : so the local names of this range are
numerous. The two hills between which the Baran cuts
through the chain are Surjano and Sambok ; north of the
latter is Ehri, then Narero, then Hotiano. Ruuning first
due south, the Laki range divides Kohistan from Kotri
Taluka and then, turning a little to the west near Thano Bula
Khan, from Tatta Taluka. The total length of this range
isabout 80 miles and it attains an elevation of 1,640 feet near
its northern extremity. To the south and west of these two
ranges there is a series of gradually decreasing limestone
hills, all running more or less north and south. One such,
the Kambu range, about 15 miles in length and attaining
in the middle to 2,340 feet, seems to continue the Khirthar
range beyond the Baran river, running due south. West of
this is the Dumbar range. about 15 miles in length. West
of this again, where the Habb river joins the Sind Frontier,
the much higher Bedur range, which forms the eastern
watershed of that river, sends a spur into Sind. Another
well marked line of hills runs east of the river from Mangho
Pir to Cape Monze, and eastward of this the country round
about Karachi is for the most part broken up info small
ranges, or ridges, individually insignificant. A large part
of the Kotri Taluka and the Manjhand Mahal is also hilly
and a hilly tract runs southwaid from Kotri to Jerruck and

* The name Khirthar appears to have been given to this range by the Geolo-
8urvey Department. It is applied locally to the southern extremity of it.



4 EARACHI DISTRICT.

Tatta. The Makli hills, close by Tatta, are a rocky eleva-
tion, 18 milesin length by 4 in breadth, well known on account
of the tombs which have been erected upon them.

The rivers of Sind, with the great exception of the Indus

Hivers which is described in the ¢ A > Volume,
) are ordinarily dry; but very little rain
suffices to flood them from bank to bank, and the impedi-
ment which they may then offer to all traffic and military
movements has given them importance. They are carefully
poted ip all the early reports of routes. They gain another
claim to consideration from the fact that, though there may
be no water in their beds, there is often a good deal under
them, so that a broad tract of fields and gardens marks
their course in many places. The Habb, which is said to
take its origin in the ]faluchistan kills, not far from Kalat,
joins the Sind Frontier where it is crossed by the Kandahar
road and defines it for the final 70 miles of its course, and
falls into the sea on the north-western side of Cape Monze.
This may indeed be called a permanent stréam, for, though
it does not flow above -ground continuously, it is never with-
out water in disconnected pools of such depth aud amplitude
that they harbour the mahseer and other smaller fish.
After heavy rain a very large body of water comes down this
stream. Between fifty and sixty years ago an attempt to
use this river for irrigational purposes was made by Khan
Bahadur Murad Khan to whom the British Government
has granted 33,719 acres of land near its banks. At a cost
of three lakhs of rupees he constructed a dam 800 feet in
length and 15 in height, but the work was swept away by
an unusually heavy flocd. Further schemes on a more
extensive scale were only arrested by his death.

The next most important river in the district is the
Baran, which rises in the Khirthar range, rounds its southern
extremity, then flows southwards again to near Thano Bula
Khan, where it turns eastward, cuts its way through the
Laki hills and finally falls into the Indus four miles south of
Kotri, which more than once has came nigh being wired out
of existence by it. Deep drains and strong dams seemed to
have removed this danger. The scenery where this torrent
has cloven a passage through the hills is very striking. Its
total length is about 90 miles. The Malir, a stream of less
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size, drains the country north-east of Karachi for a distance
of 60 miles and falls into Ghizri Bandar. The coutse of the
Lyari is round the town of Karachi, and its waters go into
the harbour. Its rise after rain is very sudden. Elsewhere,
especmllv in the north, there are many similar channels which

rain water from the hills to the Indus, or diffuse it on
th ow grounds and make cultivation possible. The most
important of these is the Sann, which often pours a great
volume of water into the Indus.

Notwithstanding all that has been accomplished in

Floods restraining the annual overflow of the
" Indus by protective bunds, it is not

robable that the lowlands of the Delta will ever be safe

om occasional destructive floods. Heavy rain also brings
down torrents from the hill country in a surprisingly short
time, which the water-courses are quite inadequate to carry
off safely. In the past such floods have been frequent and
sometimes dlsastrous, as in 1882, when the inundation sur-
passed all previous records and canals were breached and
overtopped ; and in 1892, when heavy rain, combined with
floods from the hills, covered the face of the country with
water, breaking the canals and almost totally destroying the
kharif crops in the Jhirak and Shah Bandar Divisions and
causing widespread distress. In 1895 the river rose unusually
early, standing at 17 feet on the Kotri gauge on June
26th. On August 17th it reached its then record of 22:74
inches. The embankments of the Baghar and Kalri canals
and most of the bunds on eitherside of the river were breached,
and the consequent floods destroyed the entire Kharif
crop. Finally in 1914 the gauge reading on August 11th
reached the highest point ever recorded, i.e., 23°8 inches.
In this year the bunds of the Shahbandar Division stood, but
that in Ghorabari Taluka burst, and an enormous area of
that taluka was flooded, there bemg a great destruction of
property as well as of the crops. The town of Kotri also was
only with difficulty saved from submersion.

The climate of Karachi is the best in Sind and one of the
Climate. best anywhere in the plains of India
since the fierce heat of summer i8 tem-
pered by a breeze from the sea, whlch however, is not so
moisture-laden and depressing as it is on the Bombay coast.
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Generally the sea breeze begins to blow fitfully in March and
settles down in April, after which a strong and steady wind
from W.-8.-W. night and day is the ruletill October. While
this lasts the thermometer rarely rises above 93° or falls
below 75°, while the humidity of the air ranges from 76°
to 85°. But about May and again in October, or earlier,
disturbances are liable to occur, the wind suddenly shifting :
then the thermometer rises to over 100° while humidity
falls by from 20° to §0°. These hot, dry blasts rarely
last as long as a week. In November the land breeze sets
in and for four months the prevailing direction is E.-N.-E.,
the temperature gradually sinking until it may range for
days together between 60° and 40°, which is the lowest
officially registered, though-ice has been found in the public
%:rdens at Karachi and precious plants have been severely

ost-bitten. Humidity 1s very variable during the cold
season, but the air is never dry with the dryness of
Northern India. As far as can be judged from the
materials available, the greatest difference between the
dry-bulb and wet-bulb thermometers occurs in October,
the least in April. Details of temperature for 17 years are
given in Table III. The highest temperature recorded was
116° in May 1901, which was quite exceptional ; the lowest
40° in January of several years. In the last seven years
the thermometer never reached 100°. The greatest range
of temperature in one month was 43° in January 1902.
These figures are for Karachi and may be taken as approxi-
mately applicable to all the coast talukas. Towards Tatta
and Kotri the average maximum is higher, the thermometer
rising commonly above 100° from April to October inclu-
sive ; and the average minimum lower, 32° being registered
occagsionally. With respect to the sensations of the inhabit-
ants the principal climatic difference is perhaps this, that
at Kotri the westerly winds of the hot season come from the
Kohistan and not from the sea : consequently the heat is a
dry heat. In winter, with the northerly winds blowing
from the Indus Valley, there is not the same difference.
Information about the climatic conditions of the Kohistan
is not available, Thano Bula Khan being the only station at
which even the rainfall is registered. The higher hills might
afford pleasant sanitaria, but for the insuperable obstacle
that there is no water on them.
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The rainfall of the Karachi District varies extraordi-

narily from year to year, being depend-
Ralnfell. ent on what may be called accicﬁantal
causes.  The regular monsoon winds bring no rain to arid
plains which receive them into an atmosphere hotter and
drier than themselves, but when some cyclonic disturbance
causes the wind to veer round to an unusual direction, rain
frequently follows. During the last twenty years the
annual fall at Karachi itself has fluctuated between a
few cents and nearly 20 inches. In 1851 a fall of 22°19
was reported between 5th July and 3rd August. From
Table I1-A it will be seen that August is the month in which
most rain falls, then July, then September ; but there may
be none in these three months. It is very rare for the
first three months of the year to be without rain, though the
amounts may be small. Thus there are normally two
periods of rain, with two dry intervals, for October and Nov-
ember are practically rainless, and April and May nearly
go. The distribution of rain in the district appears also to
be subject to no law. Table II-B shows that the normal
mean ranges from 0”-84 at Manjhand to 9”°18 at Tatta or
about 4 inches; but in 1909 when Manjhand had 1737,
Tatta registered 6”-59. Upon the whole. the average is lowest
in the region lying along the right bank of the Indus and
highest on the coast, but the difference is small. The
highest rainfall on record was 41°22 at Shahbandar in 1913.
In the hill country of Kohistan there is only one registering
station and there the average is comparatively high—8”*54.
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POPULATION.

TablesI, IV, Vand V1.

CHAPTER 1V OF “A” VOLUME.
The figures given in Table I are those of the census of
1911. Of the total population of
521,721, Mussalmans made up 396,334
or about 76 per cent, and Hindus 111,621 or about 21 per
cent; of the remainder, 9,013 were Christians and the rest
Jews, Parsis, etc.

A kind of census was carried out in 1854, but the results
are of no value. There have since been four prior to that of
1911, from which, after making allowance for the Sehwan,
Johi and Dadu Talukas, which were transferred- from
Karachi to Larkana District in.1901, we get the following
figures for the district as now constituted :—

Ceusus Detalis.

1872 . .. 324,921
1881 . .. 401,046
1891 . .. 411,004
1901 . .. 446,513

From these figures it appears that the rate of increase
has been 16 per cent for the nine years ending 1881, 9 and
8 per cent for the next two decades and 9 per cent for the
decade ending in 1911.

The numerical relations of the sexes

Proportlon of the SeXes. ;¢ shown in the following table :—

Proportion of females per 1,000 males in

Total population. ;I:l:j:;?;l: Mussalmans, | Hindus.
773 851 810 681

The disporportion of females is greater than it was in
1901, and is to some extent explained by comparing the
figures in the different columns. There are fewer females
among the Hindus, many of whom keep their families in
Hyderabad or elsewhere, than among Mussalmans, and far
fewer proportionally in the total than in the home-born
population, showing that immigrants without families are
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responsible for much of the disparity. In the town of
Karachi with its large foreign clements, this disparity is
very striking. The number of females in the city and can-
tonment in 1911 was only 61,670 as against 90,233 males.
But after all has been said, the paucity of females in Sind
remains unexplained.

The density of the populatlon works out to 44 per
DletcBoticn. square mile for the whole district or
32 per square mile if the town of
Karachi be excluded. The most populous rural tract is
the Delta, especially the talukas of Mirpur Bathoro
and Su]awal which show 145 and 129 to the square mile
respectively ; and the least is, of course, the hill country:
the Kohistan Mahal shows only 10.

The proportion of the population concentrated in town8
Rate W88 34 per cent in 1911 as against 31

Censua. 11‘;},’:“‘ ofin. in 1901. The growth of the town of
" oresse.  Karachi fully explains the increase.

Percent. The rate at which it has grown durmg

oy :: S8t 4  thelast 39 yearsis shown in the margin.
1891 .. 106199 43 Excluding the cantonment, the popu-
Jo0 .. laee88 33 lation as ascertained in the census of
I 1911 was 140,511, which for an area

of 66 square miles gives 2,068 per mile.

The proportlon of residents whose home is not in the

Cuteh on. gy district is very large. In 1881 it was

Ksthiswar .. 15963 18 per cent of the whole, in 1891 it
Baluchistan .. 14812 gank to 16 per cent, but in 1901 it rose
yderabad .. 12,206
Pun)nb .. 7467 again to 23 per cent, and in 1911 it was
g;}“ T .- 5036 22 per cent. The countries or districts
rovlnces, . . .
Agraand Oudh. 4,016 from which most of the immigrants
Rejputana .. 3721 had come in the last mentioned year are
ana .. 2,618 . .
Surat 2.33¢ shown in the margin. The largest
North. West F“’“ number came from Cutch, Kathiawar
er Province .. 2,159 . N
Satars .. 1s26 and Baluchistan, and the majority of
Son ot -~ 1768 these were labourers on the rice fields
Bombay .. 1621 inthe coast talukas and also at Karachi.
Alghacitan .- 1444 Hyderabad furnished the next largest
Poons .. 1,033 contmgont which would consist of
Others .. 10388 men 1n Government service, ot in

Totsl ..116,201 business.
X = 1412—2
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The population, classified according to their religions,
Rellglon consisted in 1911 of 396,334 Musaal-

’ mans, 111,521 Hindus, 9,013 Chns-

tians, 2,202 Zoroastrians, 650 Jains and 278 * others.”
The number of Christians is larger than anywhere else in
Sind owing to the British troops stationed at Karachi and
the number of Goanese. These were attracted by the pros-
%ect of Government employment immediately after the

ritish occupation and have remained.

Prominent Tribes and The chiefs of the following tribes
Famllles. reside in the district :—

Numria, Jokhia, Karmati, Jat.

The Numrias, Lumrias or Naumardis (see “A >’ Volume,
page 178), classified among Samas in Table VI, constitute a
large part of the population of Las Bela and held most of
the Kohistan at the time of British conquest. Their present
chief is Malk Sobdar Khan walad Malk Sardar Khan, a First
Class Jagirdar (see “ A" Volume, Chapter IX, Alienations).
He resides at Kotri. Another First Class Jagirdar of the
same tribe, Malk Dodo Khan walad Malk Salar Khan,
resides at Thano Bula Khan.

The Jokhias, also included in Samas (see “A” Volume,
page 174), infested the Delta two centuries ago, robbing mer-
chants, and dominated the country about Karachi under the
Mirs, enjoying lucrative privileges in return for the duty of
furnishing a contingent of fighting men when required.
The Jam of the Jokhias, Jam Murad Alikhan, a First Class
Jagirdar and an Honorary Magistrate, resides at Malir.

The Karmatis are a Baluch tribe, deriving their name,
it is said, from Karmat in Makran, where they were settled
for some time before they came into Sind. They penetrated
to Mirpur Sakro where their chief obtained a jagir on the
condition that he should muster his tribe for the defence of
Tatta when required. The present chief is Jam Punhu
walad Khairo Khan. Other First Class Jagirdars of this
tribe in the same taluka are Ali Muhammed walad Ibrahim
Khan, GlLulam Muhammad walad Khudabakhsh, Jaffar
Muhammad walad Alibakhsh, Allah Bindo walad Jamal
Khan and Jamal Khan walad Mir Ali. In the beginning of
1843 these three tribes gathered together under orders
from the Mirs of Hyderabad to attack the British
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camp at Karachi, but the news of the battle of Miani dis-
persed them.

The Jats (see “ A ”” Volume, page 174) are found all over
Sind, but those in the south acknowledge as their chief a
Malk who held lands in the Jati Taluka (which perhaps
took its name from them) under title deeds from the Em-

erors of Delhi. The present representative is Malk
uhammad Sidiq walad ghlk Ghulam Hussein, First Class
Jagirdar.

Besides these chiefs there are the following First Class

Jagirdars of other tribes in the district :—

Mir Ali Muhammad Khan Ahmad Ali Khan and Mir
Ghulam Haidar Khan Jan Muhammad Khan of the Khanani
Talpur family are First Class Jagirdars in Ghorabari Taluka,
though they reside at Digri in the Thar and Parkar District
and Husri in the Hyderabad -District respectively. Rashid
Khan walad Gawhar Khan of the Mari (Baluch) tribe is a
First Class Jagirdar in the Manjhand Mahal, but resides at
Berani in the Sinjhoro Taluka of the Nawabshah District.

Two places in the district, Tatta and Laki, are especially
associated with those families of Saiyids who immigrated
into Sind centuries ago and continued to exercise so potent
an influence in the affairs of the country down to the time
of British rule. They were feared and favoured and in
many cases endowed by the rulers of each successive dynasty.
In Tatta they founded many colleges for the study of Arabic
learning, and it became what might be called one of the Uni-
versities of Sind, Bukkur being the other. Like the religious
orders in Europe in the middle ages they did not confine
themselves to religion and learning, but acquired great poli-
tical power and used it, not always in the interests of peace.
During the government of Sir Charles Napier their claim to
the continuance of the allowances which they had been accus-
tomed to receive from the Talpurs was refused, the Govern-
ment of India considering that * the allowances were not
granted for the maintenance of any mosque or religious
establishment of any kind, but were given as a daily allow-
ance for the support of Saiyids and other persons reputed
holy,” and that they were not “ of that description which
it could at any time have been held binding on the British
Government to continue.” Sir Bartle Frere revived the
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question, however, and proposed, with the view of turnin

the Saiyids from a life of religious idleness to the pursuit o

agriculture, that they should be granted so much land at
half the usual assessment as would amount to a remission
of Rs. 6,000 a year. The Government of India assented,
but the measure failed owing to the disinclination and
unfitness of the Saiyids for agricultural pursuits. Finally the
Government of India sanctioned an annual money payment
of Rs. 6,000 to the whole body, leaving them to make their
owp arrangements for its distribution, and this arrangement
still continues in force. The Government of India desired
that an endeavour should be made to buy up the interests
of the recipients by a ready-money payment, but they
showed no desire to accept such an offer. The principal
families of Tatta Saiyids are the following :—

Shukr Illahi Shirazi. These are Husaini Saiyids and
Shias. They state that their progenitor, Saiyid Shukrullah,
came to Sind with Shah Beg Arghun (A. D. 1521) and was
appointed kazi of Tatta. The historian Alisher of Tatta,
author of the * Tuhfat-ul-kiram,” was of this family.

Mirki, also Husaini and Shia, descended from Saiyid
Muhanimad Mirak, who is said to have come in the train of
Shah Beg Arghun and settled at Tatta. He is reputed to
have amassed great wealth, but his descendants are very
poor. Most of them live at Ghorabari and some at Tatta.

Anjvi Shirazi (commonly called Nakvi), also Husaini and
Shia. These came to Sind, according to their tradition,
during the reign of Jam Salah-ud-din, one of the early Sama
kings (in the 15th century) and settled in Tatta, where
they reside still, above 50 in number. They have many
murids (disciples).

Mazandrani Lodhi, also Husaini and Shia, descended
from Saiyid Badrudin, who is said to have come to Tatta in
967 A. H.(=1559 A. D.). They are few in number and
live at Tatta.

The Lakiari Saiyids, so called because they first settled
at Laki, where most of them are still to be found, suppose
that they came to Sind in the ninth century. They live
also at Amri, Manjhand and other places in Manjhand Mahal.
The mujawar of the shrine of Lal Shahbaz at Sehwan
belongs to this family and is considered the head of it.
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AGRICULTURE.
Tables VII and VIII.

CHAPTER V OF “ 4” VOLUME.

The increase in extent of area (table VII) is mainly due to
the results of survey operations. The “ Others ”’ shown under
“ Not available for cultivation ” consist of (1) unculturable
lands, comprising hilly tracts, sandy lands and saline
tracts; (2) lands set apart for s eclal purposes, viz., for
Government and mumclpal bulllt)ilngs, parade grounds,
etc. ; (3) lands set apart for public purposes, viz., for burial
grounds, roads, rallways, musafirkhanas; and (4) land
eroded by the river Indus.

A large part of this district, including the whole of
the Kohistan Mahal of the Kotn Division, 1s mountainous
or hilly. The Tatta Division is also on the northern and
western division diversified to some extent by elevated
land, but Shahbandar, the southernmost division of the
Karachi District, is altogether low ard flat and appears
an endless plam intersected by numerous creeks and
channels. The cultivation is dependent on the Indus,
which forms the eastern boundary of the district for so
miles, on several canals taking out of it, and on th.e_b.lfl
torrents of the Baran, Malir and others. The cultivation
of the district is increasing owing to constant improvements
in the means of irrigation. The nature of the soil and
cultivation in each taluka is briefly as follows :—

Tatta Division consists of the talukas of Tatta, Mirpur
Sakro, Ghorabari and Karachi.

Tatta.—1Its alluvial portion consists of a narrow irre-
gular tract bordering on the Indus. The northern half is
much interrupted by hills, whilst in the south a range
known as the Makh Lills skirts the western side of the
taluka to the boundary of Ghorabari. It is watered by
the Kalri, Baghar and other canals. About 80 per cent
of the cultivation is by flow.

Mirpur Sakro—About half of the taluka is unfit for
habitation and has not been divided into dehs. The
inhabited portion lies to the east. The western half consists
mostly of kalar land, while towards the sea tidal creeks
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break the coast line and, overflowing the land, form
extensive mangrove swamps. The taluka is watered by
the Baghar and other Government canals, but the water
supply 1s only fair. About three-quarters of the cultivation
is by flow and the rest by lift.

Ghorabari  inclusive of Keti Mahal—Through this
taluka the waters of the river Indus find their dprincipa.l
outlet to the sea by the Ochito and its mouth and irrigate
the land. The soil is all alluvial. In the south, below Keti
Bandar, there is a considerable area of bhal lands frequentl
swamped by the sea, but on which red rice is freely cuitmneg
The water-supply of the taluka away from the river is
poor.

Karachi.—This is for the most part a hilly country
which depends on rainfall for cultivation. It 1s, in fact,
more pastoral than agricultural. The milch-cows of this
taluka have achieved a world-wide reputation, and their
export to foreign countries has been a matter of some concern
for many years past. A Government cattle farm about
eight miles out of Karachi is now to be established to con-
serve and improve the breed. The wealth of this taluka
lies more in its stock than in its crops.

Kotri Division comprises the Kotri Taluka, Kohistan
and Manjhand Mahals.

_ Kotri consists of two distinct. portions, a hilly expanse
known as the Band Virah Tapa, forming geographically part
of Kohistan,and a strip of alluvial soil lying between the Eﬂ];

ortion and the river Indus. The latter 1s irrigated by the

aghdad, Chhandap, Vachero and other canals. The area
of cultivation under flow and lift is about equal.

Kohistan Mahal may be described as a succession of
broad valleys lying between ranges of hills running generally
north to south. The level both of plains and hills rises as
one goes north. The little cultivation is entirely dependent
on hill springs and on rain. Keeping sheep and goats is the
chief occupation of the inhabitants.

Manjhand Mahal.—Most of this consists of rocky hills
and high land unfit for cultivation. Itis divided into two
parts by the North-Western Railway, which also approxi-
mately marks the boundary between lands depending for
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cultivation on rainfall and lands irrigated by canals or
directly from the river. The irrigated portion is again
divided into two by the Sann nai, north of which the water
supply is derived directly from the river, while the southern
portion contains the Government canals Karo, Shah Panjo
and Butho. Nearly half the cultivation is dependent on
rain and the amount of flow cultivation is only 3 per cent
of the whole.

Shahbandar Division comprises the Shahbandar, Jati,
Mirpur Bathoro and Sujawal Talukas.

Shahbandar.—Its soil consists of the usual alluvial
loam, but with an admixture of sand. In the extreme south,
near the sea, however, where the out-flowing water of the
Indus meets the in-coming tides of the sea, a deposit of soil
takes place, which consists of a soft slimy mud, locally
named bhal, on which rice is grown. The most charac-
teristic feature of the soil generally is that, wherever the
gilt-laden water of the Indus has ceased to flow over it for
a year or two, it turns into kalar, and kalar lands again
become cultivable when overflowed for two seasons. The
chief canals are the Sattah, Khanto, Ghar and Kodario.
Almost the whole of the cultivation is by flow, only about
3 per cent being lift.

Jati.—The portion of the taluka near the coast is a
maze of tidal creeks, and further inland a saline plain, with
no cultivation and little vegetation, scarcely inhabited by
man or. beast. The country towards the north-east is cul-
turable waste land, for which at present there is no irrigation
available. The principal canals are the Gungro, Saida,
Mirza, Sattah and Gungri. Almost the whole of the culti-
vation is by flow, lift forming a very small proportion.

Sujawal.—The most prominent feature of the country
is the great extent of perennial marshes, which fill a chain of
depressions running from Wali Shah on the north-westwards
to Sujawal and southwards towards the Gungro canal,
which now, by new drainage channels, conveys the flood
water to the sea below Mughulbhin. For the rest the soil
is the usual alluvial loam of Sind, the deposit of the river
Indus. Formerly the taluka was subjected to destructive
floods from the Indus, but latterly it has been protected by
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powerful river embankments. The cultivation is mostly by
ow.

Mirpur Bathoro is an alluvial plain well watered by
the Pingari and Mulchand and some minor canals. The
level is comparatively high and the taluka is consequently
safe from the great floods to which the adjoining depressions
of Sujawal are occasionsally subjected. e cultivation is
mostly by flow.

The various kinds of soil are so called by the people in
consideration of the particular crops which can be grown
upon them. Thus in ?ractice a ‘kalrati’ soil is only
suitable for rice crops, ‘dasar’ for juari, bajri and green
gram, ‘ wariasi’ for gourds and melons, ‘rao’ for juam,
wheat and green gram. * Shor kalar ” is unsuitable for any
kind of ctop.

The principal crops grown in the district are :—

Knarir Crors.

Rice.—Rice is the staple food crop of the district and
is cultivated in all Earts except Karachi Taluka and Kohistan
and Manjhand Mahals. Both white and red rice are grown,
but the latter variety is the more common. The usual white
varieties are known as ratria and sathria, whilst the red are
called motia, ganja and kambru.

Juari.—More than half the cultivation of this crop is
done in the Kotri Taluka, some in Karachi, Tatta and
Kohistan. Two varieties, white and red, are grown.

Bajri— Except in the hilly tracts of Kohistan and
Manjhand, bajri is grown throughout the district.

Sesame.—The cultivation of sesame is small and
generally distributed.

Green gram.—This is chiefly cultivated in Mirpur Sakro,
Karachi, Ghorabari, Shahbandar and Sujawal.

Ras1 Crops.

Wheat.—-Practically the entire wheat crop is grown
along the river Indus in Kotri Taluka. White and red
varieties are grown. The crop is principally raised either
on kacha and other lands which have been submerged b
the spill of the river or of a canal (sailabi) or on lands whic



AGRICULTURE. 17

have been given a flooding by wheel irrigation towards the
end of the inundation (bosi).

Barley.—Barley is chiefly grown in Tatta, Ghorabari,

Mirpur Sgkro and Sujawal.

Saria and Jambho.—The cultivation of saria (colza) is
chiefly undertaken in Kotri and Mirpur Sakro. Jambho is
grown everywhere.

Chickling vetch.—This is principally grown in kacha
lands which have been submerged by the spill of the Indus
}nnlgotri, Tatta, Ghorabari and Shahbandar and also on bosi
ands.

Vegetahles.—The indigenous vegetables in common use

are cultivated in all talukas. European vegetables are

own in the gardens of Karachi and Malir, and in the
ocal Fund gardens at the taluka headquarters.

Frumt trees.—Fruit gardens are found at Malir and
Karachi. The best mangoes, guavas, fige and plantains in
the district are grown at Malir. Grapes are chiefly grown
in Karachi. e date-palm only flourishes at Kotri.
Coconut trees are found at Karachi and at Keti Bardar.
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IRRIGATION.

Tables IX and X.

CHAPTER VI IN “ A” VOLUME.

The irrigation system cannot be treated by revenue
districts, as these do not correspond with the districts into
.which Sind is divided by the Irrigation Department.
Figures relating to all canals, of which any portion enters
the Karachi District, will therefore be found in Table X, and
for a full account of these the “ A >’ Volume may be con-
sulted. The extent and methods of cultivation by means of
canal water are déalt with under the head  Agriculture.”
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ECONOMIC.

Tables XI and XII.

CHAPTER VII OF “ A" VOLUME.

Rents, wages, prices, credit and indebtedness have been
discussed for the whole province in Chapter VII of «“A™”
Volume and the Karachi district scarcely presents any special
feature. There is indeed a remarkable uniformity in the
rates of wages in the different districts asshown in Table XII.
In Karachi town a coolie can earn perhaps twice what he can
anywhere else, but the average is not appreciably affected
by that. The price of most grains is lower in Karachi Dis-
trict than elsewhere and all imported articles are naturally
cheaper.
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COMMUNICATIONS, TRADE AND INDUSTRIES.
CHAPTER VIII OF “A” VOLUME.

The district was formerly a difficult country to travel
in. North of a line drawn from Karachi to Tatta it con-
sisted of rocky hills or waterless wastes ; south of that line
it was for half the vear a waste of water, where the rice was
reaped in boats and the wandering Jats voyaged on floats of
grass. Natural conditions remain the same, but in the
south the inundation has to some extent been brought under
restraint and canals have been bridged, while in the north

roads have been made and rest-houses
Roads. multiplied. Above all a railway now
traverses the district from Karachi to
Laki with stations on an average at every eighth mile. The
tailway has been treated as a whole in Chapter VIII of the
“ A" Volume, and so have the postal and telegraph systems.
Something remains to be said about the roads. There are
three main lines of road starting from Karachi which follow
the old trade routes—one to Tatta and on to Lakhpat in
Cutch and two to Sehwan for Shikarpur and the north. Of
the latter, one passes through Kotri and is best known as the
Myderabadroad. It takes the same course as the railway
and is therefore very little used. The stages on the roads
are exhibited in the following statements :—

Dis-
tance.
Miles. ’
Road from Karachi to Sek wan.

From Karachi to; 10 !Good and runs over an Musafirkhana ; well water.

Stage. Character of road. Remarks.

. Supuran. extensive plain. !
Damb ..l 8 |Good for the most part. c
Kadeji ..} 12 jGood, but rocky near: Campmg%round. musafirkhana;
Kadep Water from nai.
Trak ..1 14 {Good .:Well water andcampingground.
Damach .. 10 |Fairly good . 3 Musafirkhana ; well water.
Thano Bula Khan ..; 8 (Good . .{Chief town in Kohistan; bunga-
low ; musafirkhana and good
water from Baran river.
Bachani ..| 8% |Kairly good . .|Musafirkhana;goodspring water
all the year.
Khajur ..| 12 |Generally good . Do.
Pokhran ..| 10 Do. .. Do.
The boundary of the Karachi
District lics 8 miles beyond
) Pokhran.
Road f|rom Karachi to Tattaj and Lakkpat.
From Karachi to| 12 (Sandy and rather|Railway station;
Landhi, heavyin latter half. | bungalow; good water.
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Stage. tﬁ:;_ Character of road. Remarks.
Miles.

Wateji ..| 16 |Leveland good ..|Camping ground and musafir-
khana; Local Fund garden
and wells.

Gharo 10 Do. ..|Staging bungalow and ' good
water. The ruins of Bhambor
lie 5 miles distant to the
south-east.

Gujo ..| 12 [Cleared road, heavy|Public Works Department bun-

and sandy. galow, mussfirkhana and
camping ground. Good water.

Tatta 10 |Cleared road, good ..|Staging and district bu a-
lows on the Makli
camping ground ; water not
very go

Sujawal 18 |Crosses the Indus by| District bungalow; musafir-

the Saidpur ferry| khana ; garden and wells.
at Machhi'a village.
Kalar in some por-
tions, shady i
others. :]
Mirzo Laghari 7 [Good snd shady -inPublic Works Department bun-
Pplaces.. galow and well.
Mughulbhin 15 |Good over an exten-Public Works Department bun.
sive plain. galow and musafirkhana;
water plentiful.

Onya ..| 20 Do. ..|Musafirkhana; water from
kacha wells,

Ver 4 Do. -(Musafirkhana; water supplied
from Onya in case of neces-

Mueafirkhana ..| 18 |The latter portion oflA stgne mueafirkhana built at

th2road bad when| the expense of the .Rso of
the tide rises. Cutoch, Sweet water is
brought from Lakhpat.

Note. The Koricreek is crossed here and Lakhpat is reached.

The road from Kotri to Lakhi takes the following route :—

From Kotri to Petaro.

.

Bhian
Manjband

Sann
Amri

Laki

14

12
15

11
12

10

Along the bank of the
Indus.

Shady

Good, but not shady

Do.
Do.

Musafirkhana ; Indus water.

.{Musafirkhana; Local Fund wells.

-/ The head-quarters of the m1hal.
A emasll district bungalow
and a musafirkhana; good
water. The railway station
is a mile to the west.

..|Musafirkhana and Indus water.
.. Staiing bungalow and musafir-

khzna; Indus water.

.| Bungalow and musafirkhana ;

Indus water. The Laki hot
sprinvs are at Dhara Tirth
2 miles to the north-west.

Fivemiles further, at Morelak, is the boundary of the district.




22 KARACHI DISTRIOT.

The other main roads through the district are :—

(1) Dabheji station to Gharo (7 miles), to Mirpur
Sakro iles), to Buhara (6 miles), to Garho
(18 miles) and to Keti Bandar (16 miles).

(2) Jungshahi to Tatta (13 miles metalled), to
Pir Patho (13 miles), to Kotri Allahrakhio Shah
(12 miles),  to Garho (18 miles) and to Keti Bandar
(16 miles).

(3) Kotri to Thano Bula Khan (32 miles).

(4) Sujawal to Mirpur Bathoro (15 miles).

(6) Karachi to Pir Mangho (10 miles) and to the
Habb river (7 miles).

With the exception of the roads from Karachi to Pir
Mangho and from Jungshahi station to Tatta none of the
roads of the district is metalled. Except in municipal towns
and cantonments the roads are in charge of the local boards,
and up to the present have served thewr purpose. Hitherto
transport has been mainly by camels, and carts have been
few. Since the opening of the railway military traffic has
practically stopped. With the development of motor
transport the metslling of the main roads may become
necessary.

In the Delta the traffic is almost entirely by water.
Numerous creeks and channels are connected by cross
channels, so that small boats can make their way at high
water in any direction within a distance of fifteen to twenty
miles from the shore.

Traffic between Keti Bandar and Karachi is mainly by
sea, except during the monsoon months.

There are numerous ferries plying across the river
Indus. The canals are on the whole well bridged.

The great facilities for transport in every direction which
exist now make it almost impossible
to give any account of trade by dis-
tricts. The trade of Karachi is nearly an equivalent term
for the trade of Sind and it has therefore been treated in
Chapter VIII of the ¢ A’ Volume. Further information is
given below in the article on the Port of Karachi. Within
the district the movement of trade consists chiefly in the

Trade and Industries.
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flowing together to Karachi of the rice, wheat, wool,
bones, hides and other produce of the country, and the dis-
tribution from Karachi, by way of the smaller towns, of
piece-goods, sugar, kerosine oil and the miscellaneous
manufactured articles from Bombay and Europe which
people have learned to require. Among these, ironmongery
ard chemical dyes may be specially mentioned. The means
of transport are road and rail in the northern half of the
district and water in the southern. That which takes the
former is nowhere m%\ste red in a form that can be made
use of here, and it is less important. That which takes the
latter has two principal gates—Keti Bandar and Sirganda—
where it is registered in the Custom Houses at those

laces (q. v. under “ places of interest ’). A good deal of pro-

uce, however, finds its way by the Gharo creek to Ghizri
Bandar, which is a sub-port of Karachi, and is therefore
absorbed in the trade of Karachi. Both Keti Bandar and
Sirganda have a certain amount of direct trade with Cutch,
Kathiawar and even Zanzibar ; but the greater part of their
exports first go to Karachi and are eventually included in
the foreign or coasting trade of the chief port. The exports
of the district, as of the province, always largely exceed the
imports and consist almost entirely of raw produce, rice
preponderating over all else. There are no arts or manu-
factures in the district of sufficient importance to deserve
mention at all as an element in the trade, though from other

oints of view some, like the weaving of lungis at Tatta, are
mteresjing. These are described in the general article in
the “ A”" Volume and are mentioned also In connection with
places at which they are a speciality. There is, however,
one humble industry of the district which should not go
altogether unnoticed, because it employs many handsand 1s
also the cause of a local traffic by no means insignificant.
This is the manufacture of mats (pankha) from the rank
grasses, sar and kanh that grow on the river banks. These
mats, which are used for temporary huts, boat awnings
and many other purposes, form a very considerable propor-
tion of the cargoes of the boats that ply among the mouths of
the Indus and between them and Karachi.
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REVENUE.

Tables XIV, XV XXII-A, XXII-B, XXIII, XXIV,
XXV, XXVI-A and XXVI-B.

CHAPTER IX OF “A” VOLUME.

Table XV details the rates of assessment payable under
the current settlement in each taluka of the district. The
history of the various kinds of seftlements that have been in
force in the province from time to time have been given in
Chapter IX of the “ A”’ Volume. Theirrigational settlement
is in force in every taluka, except Karachi, and the Manjhand
and Kohistan Mahals. The irrigated portions of Karachi
Taluka near Malir and Landhi, comprising three tapas, were
settled for the first time in 1911-12. The remainder of the
taluka is divided into five tapas which have been roughly
surveyed. The rates in force in these are 8 annas per acre
for unploughed barani, 12 annas for ploughed barani, Re. 1
for flow aided by lift. In the hilly country of Manjhand
and Kohistan it is impossible to bring cultivation under any
very definite rules as it depends entirely upon 1ain, and
crops are raised whenever there is sufficient moisture in

the soil.

The figures of revenue given in Table XXII-A are
expanded under different heads in the six succeeding tables.
The head ¢ Other Sources,’”” which is intended formiscellaneous
sub-heads not deserving of separate notice, includes, in this
instance, the imperial customs revenue collected at Karachi,
Keti Bandar and Sirganda, and nearly four-fifths of the
whole salt revenue of the province, and therefore amounts
to more than the double of all the other heads put together.
It also includes the revenue derived from fisheries, but not
forest revenue, which is separately shown in Table XIV.
Its sources are shown in the article on forests in Chapter 11
of the ““ A” Volume. The history and management of the
customs and salt revenue are described along with excise,
stamps, income tax, etc., in Chapter IX of that volume.
The whole of the salt duty credited in this district is collected
at the Maurypur Salt-works, a description of which is given
below under ¢ Places of Interest.”” Allusion to these
Salt-works has already been made in Chapter IX of the
“ A” Volume.
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The right to fish in the Indus and in the canals and
Pisheries. dhands within the District is annually
) sold by auction. In the case of
canals and dhands filled by canals, the right is sold
by auction and the proceeds are credited to the Public
Works Department.

In the case of the river and of dhands filled by the inun-
dation, the Revenue Department sells the right and receives
the proceeds.
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JUSTICE.
Tables XV1, XVI1I, XVI1II, XIX, XX and XXI.
CHAPTER X IN-“ A" VOLUME.

In addition to the Court of the Judicial Commissioner

of Sind at Karachi, which is also the

cocﬂm‘”’ ssd -Ovl Court of Sessions and District Court

for the Karachi District, the following

Criminal and Civil Courts exist in the district. The juris-
diction of each is specified :—

[

Name of Court. Jurisdiction.

I
Court of the District Magistrate ..} The entire district.
” ,» Port Officer ..| Kiamari and Manora.
” ,» City Magistrate .
i " Addxtxonsl City Magistrate ..| pWithin Karachi City divided
” ,» City Deputy Collector .] ) between them.,

”» » Cantonment Magistrate and (hnton tonments Karachi and
ment Court of Small Causes,] Manors.

Karachi.
Sub-Divisional Magistrate, Tatte ..| Tatta Division.
Shahbandar.| Shahbandar Division.
”» ” Kotri ..{ Kotri Division.

”» » Rendont M-gntnto, Sujawal ..} Shahbandar Division.

Tatta .| Tatta Division.
Nine Conm of Mukhtynrknn and Mngufn’ta Within talaka limits.
. onc in each taluka.
Nine Courts of Head Munshis and M;gntnteo, Do.
onein each taluka.
Court of Mahalkari and Magistrate, Mnn]hmd ..{ Manjhand Mahal
Kohistan ..] Kohistan Mahal

”» Keti Bmdu Keti Bandar Mahal
Conrt of Snn.ll Causes, Karachi .| The town and taluka of Karachi.
Subordinate Civil Court, Tatta ..} The whole of the Karachi District

with the exception of Karachi
Taluka. The Sub-Judge visita
Kotri and Sujawal on circuit.

The District Magistrate is by law a first class magis-
trate.

The Sub-divisional Magistrates, the Resident Magis-
trates and the Magistrates in Karachi are invariably of the
first class, the Mukhtyarkars are either of the first or second
class, the Mahalkaris usually of the second class, and the
Head Munshis of the third class.

Four benches of Magistrates invested with second class
powers also sit in Karachi City.
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There are three Special Mugistrates in Karachi City
and seven Special Magistrates in the district, who sit regu-
larly for the disposal of cases. The powers conferred upon
them vary.

In the district ten Registration Sub-districts have been
0 created, with offices at Karachi, Mir-
geiathn. Bathoro, Tatta, Mirpur Sakro,
Kotri, Keti Bandar, Ladiun, Jati, Ghorabari and Thano
Buls Khan. The Registration Sub-districts correspond there-
fore with two exceptions to the revenue divisions of talukas
and mahals. Sujawal and Manjhand have not yet been
formed into separate Registration Sub-districts. Deeds
relating to property situated in Sujawal are presented to
the Sub-Registrar of Mirpur Bathoro, while deeds relating
to property in Manjhand Mahal are presented to the Sub-
Registrar, Kotri, who for the purpose is required to visit
Manjhand for one week every month. At Karachi, Kotri,
Tatta and Mirpur Bathoro the work is done by full-time Sub-
Registrars ; elsewhere it is done by the taluka Head Munshis
in addition to their own duties.

There are in the district a district prison at Karachi

Ialk and eleven third class subsidiary jails,
’ one in each taluka, or mahal, head-
quarters town, except Karachi. Besides these .there are six
police lock-ups at certain of the police stations.

The Karachi prison, to which figures in Table XXI
relate, was situatecf) in the jail quarter of the town, on the
Bandar Road, having been constructed in 1858 at a cost of
Rs. 1,12,412 and covering 10} acres. For many years it
proved to be guite inadequate, and in 1906 a spacious new
Jail was opened ou the plain north of the water-works reser-
voir. It 1s reached by the road running north-east from the
Soldiers’ Bazaar. The area within the outer wall, which is
13 feet high, is 10,889 square yards and provides accom-
modation for 325 malesand 17 females. The several barracks,
cells and workshops for male prisoners are surrounded by
an inner wall 9 feet high. Between the two, in separate
enclosures, are female cells, wards for Europeans, juvenile
offenders, etc., and a hospital. The male prisoners’ barracks
are all fitted with cubicles of strong wire-netting. The
%\lxlaxters for the jail staff are all outside of the main wall.
e total cost of the building was Rs. 8,57,000.
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LOCAL axp MUNICIPAL.
Tables XXVII-A and B and XXVIII

CHAPTER XI IN “ A4 VOLUME.

LocaL BoaRrbDs.

The District Local Board is composed of 12 nominated
and 11 elected members. The former include the Collector
who is always appointed President, two Assistant Collectors,
one District Deputy Collector, the. Huzur Deputy Collector
and the Executive Engineer, Karachi Canals. The elected
members consist of one member from each of the Taluka
Boards, one from the Karachi Municipality and one from
the holders of entire alienated villages. The Vice-President
is now for the first time a non-official.

There is a Taluka Local Board for each taluka, the
number of members depending upon its size. The Assistant
Collector or Deputy Collector in charge of the taluka is its
President, and non-official Vice-Presidents are now being
appomted as opportunity for doing so presents itself.

The tables give details of the revenue and expenditure
of the Boards. Besides the maintenance of roads, which
involves keeping in repair some 800 important bridges, the
District Board kept up the following important works
during the year 1915-16 :—

62 wells and tanks.

10 travellers’ bungalows.
60 dharamshalas.

103 schools.
10 dispensaries.

The Board contributed to the following institutions in
1915-16 :—

m'
Dayaram Jethmal Sind College . .. 1,300
Sind Madressah . .. 1,800
Victoria Museum .. .. 600
Zoological Garden .. 1,000
Lady Dufferin Female Hospital, Karachi . 2,250

Karachi Civil Hospital . .. 1,000
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Ras.

Tatta Municipality for maintaining schools and dis-

pensaries .. 1,960
Manjhand Municipality for malntalmng schools and

dispensaries .. 7. 800
Municipal Dispensary, Kotri .. .. 600
Municipal Dispensary, Keti Bandar .. .. 500
Medical School, Hyderabad .. .. 400
New High School, Karachi e .. 600
Louise Lawrence Iustitute .. .. 1,800
Jaffar Fudoo Dispensary . .. 300

The Board keeps up some gardens and maintains the
vaccinating establishment of the district.

MUNICIPALITIES.

The progress and the present position of municipal
government In Sind are sketched in Chapter XI of the
“ A” Volume. When Bombay Act VI of 1873 was extended
to Sind on 1st October 1878, the Karachi District had Muni-
cipal Commissions in 14 towns, 8 of which, having less
than 2,000 inhabitants, were excluded by that Act. Of the
remaining 6 towns, Karachi having more than 10,000 inha-
bitants became a “ City Mummpahty, while the following
five became “ Town Municipalities ” :—Kotri, Manjhand,
Tatta, Mirpur Bathoro and Keti Bandar. The last had
been erod by the river in 1877, but arose again in a new
place. In 1878 the Karachi Mumclpahty set the example
to Sind of levying a house-tax and was followed by Kotri
and Keti Bandar. The elective system was introduced in
Karachi and Kotri in 1884. When the enactments of 1873
and 1878 were repealed by Bombay Act III of 1901, which
amended and consolidated the whole law relating to muni-
cipalities in cities and towns of the Presidency other than
the city of Bombay, Karachi continued to be a City Munici-

ality. The Municipality of Mirpur Bathoro was abolished
In 1895, but the other four mentioned above remain to
this day.

The Karachi Municipal Council in 1915-16 consisted of

42 members, of whom 24 were elected b
Karachl Manicipallty. wards, 2 by the Chamber of Commercg:
2 by the Indiap Merchants’ Association and 14 were
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nominated by the Commissioner in Sind. The President is
a non-official. The executive body is a Managing Committee
of 9 members, of which the president is Chairmar and the
Vice-President a member.

The area originally assigned to the Municipality em-
braced 71°42 square miles of ground and there has since
been little change in these limits, except that in 1903 Manora,
comprising an area of 2°2 square miles, was declared to be
a Cantonment and the municipal boundaries were adjusted
accordingly.

The average income of the Municipality since the year
1904-05 has been Rs. 17,55,287 and the expenditure
Rs. 16,84,134. Up to 1915 octroi was the main source of
the income, accounting for more than one-half of it. In
that year a terminal tax was introduced in lieu of it. The
total revenue derived from the tax up to March 31st, 1916,
was Rs. 2,34,5468-13-0 and that for the year 1916-17
Rs. 6,42,787-10-7. The rest of the revenue is derived from
water rate, conservancy cess, house-tax, rents, the sale
of land, market and slaughter-house fees, tax on animals and
vehicles, miscellaneous items and countributions. Govern-
ment make an annual grant equal to one-half of the muni-
cipal expenditure on primary education, and smaller con-
tributions for general and educational purposes are also
received from the Local Board.

The principal claims on the revenue, after meeting the
cost of general administration and collection of taxes, are
conservancy, roads, schools and colleges, drainage, lighting
libraries and museums, hospitals and dispensaries. The
Municipality supports 18 primary schools and pays grants
to 18 primary and 5 secondary schools. Karachi 18 the
only town in Sind that maintains an agency of its own for
the registration ot births and deaths. The Registrar is
also Superintendent of Vaccination. The municipal debt
which stands at Rs. 17,71,350 is being paid off by ‘means
of a sinking fund. This debt was incurred on account of
water works and drainage, on which the current expendi-
ture is also heavy ; but in the case of the water works it is
reproductive expenditure, and even the drainage system
has been made to yield a certain amount of revenue by its
connection with a farm. '



LOCAL AND MUNICIPAL. 31

The constitution of the other Municipalities in the
Otber Munietpamties,  A5tTICH i8 exhibited in the following

table :(—
Counoillors.
Munioipality. oo, P(i:!;ln;l;ﬁ?n
Offioials. officials. Total.

Kotri 3 9 12 7,256
Manjhand 3 7 10 2,838
Tatta 4 8 12 11,161
Keti Bandar 4 8 12 1,734

Kotri is the only town in the district, except Karachi,
which enjoys the privilege of electing a portion of its cor-
poration. Six of the twelve are elected and the remainder
nominated by the Commissioner in Sind. In the other three
Municipalities the members are all nominated,either by name
or in virtue of their offices. In Kotri the Deputy Collector
is the President and the Mukhtyarkar has invariably been
elected to the office of Vice-President. The same is the
case in Manjhand, the Mahalkari of the mahal being the
Vice-President. In Tatta and Keti Bandar the Assistant
Collector in charge of the division is the President and the
Mukhtyarkar always the Vice-President. All these Muni-
cipalities derive their revenue principally from octroi duties.
In Kotri and Keti Bandar there is a house-tax, but it scarcely
yields as much revenue in the former place as fees from
markets and slaughter-houses, nor in the latter as much
as the cattle-pound. A refund of octroi duty is always
granted if applied for on goods which are exported within
two years, but all the refunds do not amount to more than
5 or 6 per cent of the receipts. The incidence of taxation
ranges from Re. 1-4-2 per head per annum in Manjhand to
Rs. 2-13-9 in Kotri. The heaviest charges on the revenues
are always the maintenance of schools and the local dispen-

and conservancy. The balance of the expenditure
excluding working expenses and the collection of the revenue
is on the repair and lighting of roads, buildings and the main-
tenance of gardens. Government pays to each Municipality
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one-third of the amount expended by it on education and
the Local Board always makes a contribution towards the
dispensary. On the other hand the Municipalities pay
something to the Local Funds for the services of their vac-
cinators. None of these four Municipalities has any debt.
On the contrary their accounts show a credit balance, which,
in the case of Keti Bandar, amounts to five times a year’s
revenue.

CANTONMENTS.

The Karachi Cantonment has existed ever since the
conquest and an area of 2:92 square
miles was reserved for it by Sir Bartle
Frere when fixing the municipal limits in 1858. Its present
area is 19°57 acres 23 gunthas (3 square miles). The Sadar
Bazaar, which was orginally included in the Cantonment,
was handed over to the Municipality and an arrangement
was made in 1896 whereby the Municipality, in view of the
fact that it recovers wheel-tax, etc., from residents in the
Cantonment, pays to the Cantonment Committee an annual
sum of Rs. 7,000 for repair of roads, lighting, etc. Other
sources of Cantonment revenue are land, house and con-
servancy taxes, etc., the income from which for the last ten
years has averaged Rs. 40,982. The average expenditure,
chiefly on conservancy, has been Rs. 42,704. Tl Canton-
ment Committee is constituted under the Cantonment Code
of 1899 and consists of the officer who would succeed to the
command of the Cantonment during the temporary absence
of the Officer Commanding the Brigade as President, the
Cantonment Magistrate as Secretary, the City Magistrate
representing the District Magistrate, the Sanitary Officer,
Executive Engineer and District Superintendent of Police,
such Commanding Officers as may be appointed in Station
Orders and an additional member, or members, appointed
by the General Officer of the Command. If the President
dissents from any decision of the Committee he may refer
the matter to the Officer Commanding the Brigade; and
similarly if the District Magistrate dissents from any
decision of the Committee on the ground that it is preju-
dicial to the public health, safety or convenience, he
may refer it to the Local Government through the Com-
missioner,

Karachl,
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In October 1903 the whole of Manora was declared a

Manos. Cantonment. The area included is
302 acres and 32 gunthas, Baba and
Bhit not being part of it. The Committee consists of five
members, one of whom represents the Port Trust. The
Cantonment Magistrate of Karachi is the Secretary. The
sources of revenue are a proEerty rate on houses and lands,
a sanitary cess on non-military residents and a tax on
vehicles and animals. Until these imposts were legalized
in November 1905, the Committee was dependent on a
Government grant-in-aid. Since then its average income
has been Rs. 3,938 and the average expenditure Rs. 3,203.
The military roads in the Cantonment are maintained by
the Military Works Department and the other roads by the
Cantonment Committee.
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EDUCATION.
Tables XXI1X-A, B, C and D.

CHAPTER XII IN “ A" VOLUME.

Table XXIX-B shows the number of educational
institutions existing in Karachi during the 20 years ending
19156-16 and the number of boys and girls receiving instruc-
tion in them. Those recognized by the Educational Depart-
ment and assisted by Government are classed as Public,
others as private. The Primary Schools deseribed as Public
indigenous are those which, though they do not teach
according to prescribed standards and therefore do pot
receive grants-in-aid, submit to inspection and get a small
subsidy on certain conditions. Under the present rules a
grant-in-aid is made by Government from provincial
revenues as far as possible to all schools which conform to
the prescribed conditions. The grant in each case is
assessed by the Educational Inspector, or by one of his
assistants, and is limited to one-half of the local assets, or
one-third of the total expenditure of the institution, during
the previous official year except in the case of Girls’
Schools where the maximum grant is equal to half
of the expenditure, and the Indigenous Schools where the
grant ranges from Rs. 2 to 6 for a boy according to the
standards. For each girl the grant is double of that for a
boy in ‘the correspondin standard. The details of the
expenditure will be found in Table XXIX-D. The duty of
providing primary education devolves in rural and non-
municipal areas on the Local Boards and constitutes in
municipal areas one of the statutory obligations of the
Municipality. The development of these institutions during
the last twenty years is shown in Table XXIX-B. The
extent to which the measures adopted by these public bodies
are seconded by private enterprise is also exhibited.

All the Local Board Primary Schools are boys’ schools
and teach according to the superior standards. Some of the
schools in the mofussil, having a small number of pupils,
have been permitted to teach up to the 4th standard
superior. Mussalmans constitute 57 per cent of the total
number of pupils and 28:7 per cent of the pupils are the
children of cess-payers. Education in these schools is
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rtly free. The percentage of pupils paying no fees in
gfe Local Board Sghools t'1‘3884'1.p n 62pper cent of the
schools no fees are charged, whilst in the remaidder a
small fee ranging from 6 pies to 2 annas a month is charged.
Even in those schools there is a free list comprising 25 to
75 per cent of the pupils.

The tuition ir Municipal Primary Schools is identical
with that given in Local Board Schools teaching up to
the 7th Verpacular standsrd. Under this head there
are 14 Girls’ and 19 Boys’ Schools. "Although Arabic-
Sindhi Schools form the majority, there are many Gujarati
Schools to meet the needs of the Parsis, Gujaratis, Cutchis,
Memons and others who form a considerable portion of
the population of Karachi. There are 2 Marathi Boys’,
1 Marathi Girls’, 1 Urdu Boys’ and 1 Urdu Girls’ Schools
in Karachi; 1 Gujarati Boys’ School and 1 Gujarati Girls’
School in Tatta and 1 mixed school at Keti Bandar.
There are also two night schools maintained by the
Municipalities, one in Karachi and the other in Tatta,
but schools of this description exhibit little vitality and
constitute an inappreciable element in the educational
system of the district.

Except Keti Bandar all the Municipalities charge
school fees for boys, which usually range from 6 pies to
8 annas a month according to the standard. The number
of Mussalmans receiving instruction in Municipal Primary
Schools is about 36 per cent of the total.

Of the aided schools 22 are for boys and 12 for girls.
More than half of them are Gujarati Schools, the rest being
Arabic-Sindhi with the exception of a few Marathi and
Devanagri Schools. Two of then are branches of the Church
Mission High School and one of the Sind Madressah, to
which they act as feeders. Seven of the 12 Girls’ Schools
have been started by the Church Mission Zenana Society
in different localities in Karachi. Most of the Boys’
Schools teach only up to the 4th Vernacular standard.
After completing this course, a boy is transferred, if he
wishes to acquire an English education, to an Anglo-Verna-
cular School, or to one of the High Schools, though it is
open to him to prosecute his studies 'in the Vernacular
up to the 7th standard in one of the schools teaching
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up to this standard. The fees charged from boys
in these institutions range from 1 to 8 annas per
mensem according to . the standard. The number
of Mussalmans receiving instruction in Aided Primary
Schools amounts to only 30 per cent of the total. Though
under private management, all these institutions are classed
as Public Schools because they are inspected by and conform
to the standards of the Educational Department. They
receive 4 regular grant-in-aid from Government. There are
two Government Primary Schools at Manora.

The Indigenous Schools consist principally of Koran
classes which have descended to the present times from the
days of native rule. These classes, which are commonly
held in mosques or in sheds adjoining the mosques, are
attended by Mussalman boys anrd girls, whom the Mullah
instructs in the reading of the Koran.

There are 14 Anglo-Vernacular Middle Schools in the
district—10 at Karachi, 2 at Kotri (one European School
and one Municipal School), 1 at Tatta and 1 at Man-
jhand. 3 out of the latter 4 are Municipal Bchools
and the former 10 are aided ones. The European School at
Kotri was opened in 1870 and is aided by Government. The
expenditure in 1915-16 amounted to Rs. 4,590, of which
Rs. 1,250 was contributed by Government, Rs. 1,694 were
met from fees and the rest from the municipal funds. The
first five standards are taught in the school. The number
of pupils on the rolls of the school in March 1916 was 83.

The school at Tatta which was opened about 1886 is also
aided by Government and had 143 pupils on its rolls in March
1916. The expenditure in 1915-16 amounted to Rs. 6,440,
of which Rs. 2,183 were contributed by Government,
Rs. 2,556 were met from fees and the rest from municipal
funds and other sources. The school teaches up to the
first six standards. The school at Manjhand was started
in 1915. It is only recognized, but it is not aided by the
Educational Department. The school teaches up to the
first three standards. There were 27 pupils in March 1916.

Other private Anglo-Vernacular Schools in Karachi
which are aided by Government are the Madressah Hussain
Boys’ School and the Edward Jackson School at Kiamar.
There are also two Girls’ Anglo-Vernacular Schools, one
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being a Parsi and the other a Church of England Zenana
Mission School.

Under the class “ English Middle Schools * recognized
by Government there are only two at Karachi. One 18 the
Girls’ Convent School and the other the Parish School.
They are classed as Indigenous and are paid a small grant
by Government.

The Girls’ Convent School at Karachi has existed sepa-
rately since 1900 and teaches up to the 6th English standard.
There were 205 girls on the roll at the close of the year
1915-16, mostly native Christians. Though organically
distinct, this school is under the same management as the
Convent High School, of which it was till recently a portion,
and it is carried on in the same building.

The Manora School was founded in 1866 for the educa-
tion of the children of Europeans and Eurasians resident
at Manora and Kiamari. It is controlled by a Committee,
of which the Port Officer is ex officio President, and taught
by a mistress who has free quarters on the premises. There
were 27 children (boys and girls).on the roll in 1915-16. The
Kotri School was probably started at a very early date,
when the Indus Flotilla and the terminal station of the
Karachi-Kotri Railway brought together a considerable
European and Eurasian population and Kotri was an
important place. As an Aided Middle School it dates from
1884-85. It is controlled by a Local Committee. In
1915 there were 17 pupils on the roll, all Christians.

There is another English School at Kotri under Roman
Catholic management, which is called St. Mary’s School.
It teaches up to the 5th standard of the secondary course,
but it is neither registered nor aided by Government. It
receives, however, a grant from the railway.

The Karachi Narayan Jagarnath High School was the
first Government school established in Sind. It was opened
in Octcber 1855 with 68 boys. The building, which was
situated at the junction of the Bandar and Mission Roads,
was designed by Lieutenant Chapman and the Municipality
shared the cost of erection with Government. It was
superseded in 1876 by the present buildings, which have
cost. (inclusive of additions 10 1896 and 1900) Rs. 63,294
and provide accommodation for 17 classes. The number
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on the rolls in March 1916 was 477, of whom 350 were
Hindus, 32 Brahmins, 10 Jains, 12 Mussalmans, 66 Parsis,
and 7 Indian Jews. The amount realized yearly from fees is
about Rs. 15,000 ; the balance of the annual expenditure,
which is between Rs. 2,000 and Rs. 22,000, is met from
provincial funds. Mr. Narayan Jagarnath, in whose honour’
the school has been named, was one of those educated
Bombay men by whose help the initial difficulties of intro-
ducing education into a province in which neither books
nor teachers existed were successfully overcome. To meet
the growing demand in the town for secondary education
the New High School was started in 1910. It has 250 pupils
and receives a grant of Rs. 4,020 from Government.

The Sind Madressah is a High School, specially for
Mussalman boys. It was founded in 1885 by the late Khan
Bahadur .Hassanali Bey Effendi as President of the Sind
Muhammadan Association, and is controlled by a Board,
the members of which are nominated by the Association, the
Commuissioner in Sind (who is ex officio President) and vari-
ous Municipalities and District Local Boards. The hand-
some building on the Nichol Road in which it is accom-
modated cost Rs. 1,97,188-10-6, about half of which was given
by Government, the remainder being met by contributions
from Municipalities and Local Boards and piivate subscrip-
tions. It contains 2 large halls and 32 rooms for classes, etc.,
the rooms being surrounded by large verandahs with orna-
mental pillars and arches. On the eastern side of the build-
ing are two mosques—one for Shias and the other for Sunnis.
An important feature of the work of the Madressah is the
provision of education for Talpur boys, i.e., the descendants
of the last ruling house of Sind. A special boarding house
has been built for them, and His Highness Mir Faiz Muham-
mad Khan, late Mir of Khairpur, also built“ Khairpur House ’
for their use. Another hostel, known as Hasanali Hostel,
has recently been completed.

The school has for many years been under a European
Principal. Besides the ordinary High School course there
are Sindhi, Urdu Primary branches, and a Koran class.

The number on the rolls in the English branch in March
1916 was 350, nearly all being Mahomedans, though some
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Hindus and a few Jews are admitted. The number of
boarders was 152. All the arrangements of the boarding
house are strictly in accordance with the tenets of the
Mahomedan religion.

The annual cost of maintaining the Madressah with the
boarding house is about Rs. 75,000. The sources of income
are the’ grant-in-aid from Government which is about
Rs. 14,500, fees, interest on the ‘“ Madressah Endowment,”
the “James Memorial Fund ” and the ‘ Junior Talpur
Endowment Fund,”” contributions from Municipalities and
Local Boards, an annual grant of Rs. 12,000 from His High-
ness the Mir of Khairpur, and a grant from Government on
account of the junior Talpurs.

The Karachi Grammar School was started in 1854 under
the auspices of Sir Bartle Frere for the children of European
Protestants in the Cantonment, and for a long time went by
the name of the Indo-European School. Having no endow-
ment, it was dependent on the benevolence of the public and
the assistance of Government and the Municipality which
used to contribute Rs. 100 and Rs. 80 a month respectively
towards its support. It was often in financial difficulties,
but has continued to the present day to discharge satisfac-
torily the purpose for which it was founded. At first it was
accommodated in hired buildings, but in 1874-75 a substantial
stone building, calculated to accommodate 180 children,
was designed for it at an estimated cost of Rs. 40,000
by Captain T. Dowden, R. E. It is situated in Depot
lines and has a compound measuring 17,000 square yards.
The site was granted free of rent by Government, who also
contributed Rs. 21,500 towards the cost of the building.
The Diocesan Board of Education contributed Rs. 12,500.
The school does not appear to have occupied this building
until 1887. Recently Government have made a further
grant of Rs. 65,000 to enable the building to be brought
up-to-date, and the work has been practically completed.

‘In March 1916 there were 151 children in the school.

St. Patrick’s School was started in 1861 by the Reve-
rend J. Willy, Roman Catholic Chaplain, as a mixed school
for boys and girls, and was conducted in his own quarters.

Next year the girls were separated. After the building of
St. Patrick’s Church in 1879 accommodation was found in
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the old Chapel for the Boys’ School, which had grown into
a High School. The present building was erected in 1895
on a free site granted by the Cantonment authorities and
coet Rs. 51,882, towards which Government granted
Rs. 13,936 and the Roman Catholic Mission contributed
Rs. 37,746. The building contains one large hall and 8 class-
rooms with accessories. In March 1916 the number on the
rolls was 361, nesrly all Europeauns, Eurasians and mnative
Chrilsli(:liane. A few Hindus, Mussalmans, Parsis ard Jews
attend.

St. Joseph’s Convent School has grown gradually
out of the mixed school opencd by the Reverend J. Willy
in 1861. The girls were separated in the following
year and taken charge of by some nuns of the Congregation
of the Daughters of the Cross, and a single-storied
building was erected for their accommodation. In 1870
an upper story and central tower 50 feet high were added
and the school became a handsome and imposing structure.
But as the number of boarders and day scholars increased,
further accommodation became necessary, and a third story
was added, providing spacious and lofty dormitories. In
1897 a large play-shed was built on the site of the old St.
Patrick’s Church, and in 1900 a new aisle was added on to
the south end. The total cost of the building has been
about a.lakh, of which Government granted Rs. 25,000 ; the
balance was raised by subscription. The accommodation
now comprises 16 class-rooms, 2 refectories, 3 dormitories,
2 infirmaries and 19 other rooms, including the Sisters’
quarters. In 1900 the school ‘was divided into two distinct
institutions—an English-teaching Day School for native
Christians and others, which has already been mentioned
under Middle Schools, and a Boarding and Day School for
European and Eurasian girls, which teaches up to the High
School standards. The number of pupils in the latter is
about 219, of whom 60 are boarders. The joint institutions
are managed by 12 nuns of the order above mentioned and
5 lay Sisters under a Lady Superior. They also carry on
a school for the poor in a separate building n the compound.

The origin of the Church Mission High School was a
rivate school started by Major Preedy, Collector of Karachi,
ong before Government had moved in the matter of
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education. In 1846 Major Preedy entrusted his school to
a committee of residents, who in 1853 passed it on to the
Church Mission Society on the same condition on which
they had received it, viz., that all instruction, as far as the
subject permitted, should be imparted by means of Chris-
tian publications and that these should include the whole
Bible. This condition is still observed. The Mission after-
wards acquired Major Preedy’s kacheri as a Mission House
and the little building which he erected in the compound for
his school is said to survive as the hall of the present school
house. It now contains 14 rooms with accommodation
for 250 boys. The number on the roll in March 1916 was 417,
of whom 256 were Hindus, 77 Brahmins, 32 Jains, 35 Mussal-
mans, 9 native Christians, 2 Parsis and 6 Jews. The annual
cost of the school, so far as it can be dissociated from the
general Mission work, is about Rs. 6,600.

The Dayaram Jethmal Sind College originated in a
memorial sent to the Education Commissior which was
sitting in Bombay in 1882, urging the desirability of estab-
lishing a college in Sind. The contribution guaranteed at
that time not being considered sufficient, a Committee was
formed to collect funds and was able in 1886 to offer an
endowment fund of Rs. 75,000. To the interest of this the
Municipalities and: Local Boards agreed to add a sum of
Rs.10,850 per annum. Governm:ent, still declining to found
a college, promised a grant-in-aid of Rs. 10,000 if one were
founded. The Committee accepted the offer and started
the Sind Arts College in a hired bungalow. The control of
it was handed over to the Sind College Board, which was
afterwards amalgamated with the society of subscribers,
which had been registered as the Sind College Association.
This arrangement has continued.

In 1887 His Excellency the Viceroy Lord Dufferin
laid the foundation stone of the present College building,
which was formally opened on 15th October 1893 by the
Commissioner in Sind, Mr. (afterwarde Siz Evan) James. It
cost Rs. 1,86,514, of which Governmert gave Rs. 97,193, the
balance being raised by subscription, to which Municipali-
ties, Local Boards and private individuals of all classes con-
tributed with remarkable liberality. The College was named
“The Dayaram Jethmal Sind College ” to perpetuate
the memory of the late Honourable Mr. Dayaram Jethmal,

S )
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two of the members of whose family had contributed
Rs. 25,000 for that purpose. The site for the College was
granted by the Mumicipality free of charge.

In 1888 an Engineering class, which had existed in
Hyderabad for some time, was made a branch of the College,
Government promising an annual grant of Rs. 2,000 to
assist it.

In 1894 His Excellency Lord Harris laid the foundation
of a hostel on another site granted by the Municipality
on the other side of the road fronting the College. It was
opened in 1901 as the “ Metharam Hostel ’’ in honour
of Rao Bahadur Diwan Metharam Gidumal, who contri-
buted Rs. 15,000 towards its cost. The total cost was
Rs. 1,18,935-6-8, of which Government granted one-half.

In 1916 the College took over the upper floor of the
main building hitherto occupied by the Victoria Museum.
In the same year a Biological Laboratory and a Swimming
Bath were built.

The College is one of the most striking buildings in
Karachi. Including its adjunct the Victoria Museum, it
has a facade 431 feet in length, facing south-west on the
Kacheri Road. The front cousists of a plinth 5 feet high,
supporting an open arcade of dressed stones running along
the whole length of the building. In the centre is projected
a portico of the Tonic order, surmounted by a pediment, in
the tympanum of which a clock is placed. 'Iie pillars of
the portico are 29 feet high. The central tower rises behind
the portico to a height of 121 fect and has a dome 30 feet
in diameter, built in stone. The portico leads to an open
vestibrle, which in turn leads to the main staircase, which
is situated under the dome. The floors of these apartments
are laid with Mosaic tiles from Belgium. The main staircase
is 8 feet wide and is of ornamental cast-iron work. In the
south wing is placed the lecture theatre of the College which
is a spacious hall, 54 feet long by 34 wide and 35 feet high
from floor to ceiling. The walls are pierced by arches at
the level of the upper story, thus forming galleries for the
use of the public when necessary. . The College has, besides
the hall,about thirty apartments, includinglecture and class-
rooms, rooms for the Principal and Professors, the Lord
Reay Memorial Library, a reading room, chemical and
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physical laboratories, workshops, etc. The hostel has accom-
modation for 82 boarders and 18 always full.

The teaching staff of the College consists of a Principal,
Vice-Principal and 9 Professors, assisted by seven teachers,
Lecturers and Fellows. The course of instruction embraces
the full curriculum in Arts of the Bombay University. In
Engineering there is a thiee years’ course, concluding with
an examination conducted by members of the Public Works
Department, success in. which leads to appointment in that
department.

There are 10 Government scholarships open to students
in the College, besides 21 special scholarships and 10 prizes
and medals provided by private generosity.

The fees are :---
Arts Branch Ras. 45 a term, Rs. 90 a year.
Engineering Branch . . wooom ” »

The number of students in the Arts Branch in 1915-16
was 268, of whom 181 were Hindus, 9 Brahmins, 39 Maho-
medans, 19 Parsis, 18 Europeans and Eurasians and 2 Jews ;
%nd 3:131 Hindus and Mahomedans were in the Engineering

ranch.

The average annual expenditure on the maintenance
of the College is about Rs. 65,500 apart from the Engineer-
ing Branch which costs separately about Rs. 7,000. The
income consists of the Government grant of Rs. 27,200,
grants from Municipalities and Local Boards aggregating
about Rs. 18,000, the interest derived froin the Endowment
Fund about Rs. 6,000, and fees which have risen in 10 years
from Rs. 13,000 to Rs. 32,600. The total income in 1915-16
was Rs. 1,01,067 besides Rs. 6,377 derived from the

Erngineering Branch.

The first newspaper published in Sind appears to have
Nowspapers been the ¢ Sindian,” which according to
papers. the old Gazetteer of 1876, had at that

time been in exjstence for more than a quarter of a century.
This became, or gave place to, the “Beacon,” and then to the
“8ind Times.” In the meantime (in 1878-79) the pro-
prietors of the * Civil and Military Gazette ” at Lahore had
started a Sind issue of their paper in Karachi, the name of
which was afterwards changed to the “Sind Gazette.” This
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became the property of the late Colonel Cory, who edited
it until 1902. From 1902 to 1912 it was edited by his
dsughter Mrs. Tate. In 1886 it was combined with the
‘ Commercial Press”” and the proprietorship transferred to a
Joint Stock Company. At or a%out the same time, the
“ Sind Times,” which had ceased to be European property,
stopped publication so that there was no  opposition.” This
want was supplied by the starting of the *“ Phoenix ” in 1888
under Indian management. It continues to the present day
(1916). The “SindGazette,” now called the “Daily Gazette,”
is the provincial organ of the European population and has
a stea(ﬁly increasing circulation. ft is published daily. A
bi-weekly paper called the “Sind Observer” is also pub-
lished. Besides these, the “ Sind Sudkar ” may be mentioned
as claiming to he the oldest vernacularpaperin Sind. It was
started originally by the Educational Department and handed
over in 1884 to the since defunct Sind Sabha. It is now a
private concern and appears to enjoy a large circulation.

The Karachi Municipal Library, or as it is commonly

The Rarachi Munieipal  Called, the Frere Hall Library, was
Library. originally the General Libmﬁt, which
was founded in 1852 under the presidentship of Mr. (after-
wards Sir Bartle) Frere. There was at that time a Station
Library, which was the property of the civil and military
officers in the Cantonment and was not accessible to the rest
of the community. Mr. Frere wished to found one which
should be open to the public of all classes, with a graduated
scale of subscriptions. So a Library was started and accom-
modated in a room of the Gymkhana, or the Ladies’ Club as
it was then called. It was declared to be public propeity,
inalienable without the consent of Government, and the
management was entrusted to a Committee consisting of
some ex officio members and others elected by the sub-
scribers. With it was combined a Museum, which was pro-
bably the one originated by Sir Charles Napier when he was
Governor of Sind. The Library and Museum soon out-grew
the limited accommodation available in the Ladies’ Club and
Mr. Frere appealed to Government for help to add two wings
to the room. He obtained Rs. 6,000 from Government and
Rs. 2,472 more were subscribed. At the same time he got
a grant of Rs. 1,000 and a promise of Rs. 600 a year more
on the condition that a free Reading Room was maintained.
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The ipstitution still grew and in 1862 a proposal was received
from the Municipality that the existing building should be
sold and the proceeds given to the Municipality as a grant
towards the erection og the Frere Hall, in which rooms for
the institution should be provided. The members were
willing to agree to this proposal only on condition that they
were guaranteed in undisturbed and uncontrolled possession
of their Library and Museum. After some years an agree-
ment was come to, which was sanctioned iIn Government
Resolution No. 1881, dated 9th August 1870, and the
Karachi General Library was handed over to the Munici-
pality on the understanding that the Committee of Manage-
ment should be appointed one-half by the Municipality and
one-half by the general body of subscribers. This is still
its constitution and the rules provide that ope room shall
be open to the public free of charge as a Reading Room and
one room shall Ee set apart for the exclusive use of the sub-
scribers. The Museum was separated from the Library in
1892 and the collections transferred to the pew buildi
described below, the management of them being entrus

to a new Committee by the Municipality at the request of
the Library and Museum Committee, who were of opinion
that they could not superintend the affairs of both institu-
tions when separately l%cated.

The Native General Library is supposed to have been
founded before 1860 and has accumulated nearly 3,000
volumes, including some rare and curious works. Every
year a sum of Rs. 250 or 300 is set apart for the purchase of
new books and the Reading Room is supplied with news-

apers and periodicals. The Library, as its name implies,
13 intended for and used principally by educated natives of
all classes. It was located till 1905 in an old building of
unknown date. This was pulled down and the Library was
transferred in the following year to the Ghulam Hussein
Khalikdina Hall. The control of the Library still vests in
the subscribers.
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HEALTH.
Tables XXX-A and B, XXXI, XXXII and XXXIII.
CHAPTER XIII OF ¢ 4” VOLUME.

There are three hospitals in the district—the Civil and
Lady Dufferin Hospitals in Karachi and the North-Western
Railway Hospital at Kotri.

The Karachi Civil Hospital is one of the oldest British

institutions in Sind and there appears
Ol Hospltal to be no clear record of its origi[;x!.’ealt
is known that the central part of the old building, which is
in the Runchore Lines quarter and stands on the
Mission Road, was built by Government in 1854 at a
cost of Rs. 6,878, and that it was added to in 1859 by the
Sind Railway Company, recently establshed. Other addi-
tions were made and in 1905 it contained 8 wards and 79
beds. It was then completely re-built, and the hospital as
it now stands forms one of the most imposing groups of
buildings in the city. The following buildings are com-
prised in the group :—

1. A Dispensary,in which out-patients are attend-
ed to and new patieuts seen before admission. Itis a
single-storied building, paved throughout with marble,
containing two large waiting rooms for men and
women, with separate examination rooms, dispensary,
drug and linen stores, etc.

2. The Diamond Jutkilee Block, next to the dispen-
sary, cousisting of nurses’ quarters. The funds for this
were raised by public subscription and the founda-
tion stone was laid by Their Excellencies Lord and
Lady Curzon in 1900. This building has since been
added to, and there are now quarters for 27 nurses.

3. The Surgical Block.—This is the central build-
ing and comprises the hospital proper. It contains the
Civil Surgeon’s room, recruits’ examination room,
4 wards for men and 1 for women, each 26 feet by 17,
and a small spare ward, all on the ground floor. The
upper story contains 6 wards for Europeans, each 264
by 174 feet, 4 bath-rooms, a duty rooni, matron’s room,
etc. The front verandah is 12 feet wide, the back
verandah 10 feet. The wards are paved with white
marble and have white tiled dadoes, while the bath-
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rooms have pavement and dadoes of Minton tiles. The
verandahs, passages and, in fact, all floors not paved
with marble are covered with small hexagonal Italian
tiles. All corners are rounded off to prevent the accu-
mulation of dust and the large steel girders are cased
with cement concrete for the same reason. A large opera-
tion room is attached to this block on the ground floor.

4. Medical Block.—This stands to the right of the
last and is connected with it by a covered way. It
contains, on the ground floor, 2 wards, 26 feet by 17, for
Mussalmans, 1 for women, 1 for high caste Hindus and
2 for low caste Hindus, 25 beds in all; ‘and on the
upper floor 6 wards for paying Indians, 26 beds in all.

e bath-rooms, etc., are as in the Surgical Block.

5. Police Block.—This is similarly situated on the
left of the Surgical Block and contains 2 large wards,
37} feet by 26 each, for ten men, on the ground floor,
and the same on the upper floor.

6. Septic Block.—This stands to the rear of the
hospital proper, and is provided with a special opera-
tion room. It contains° wards with accommodation
for 6 Mussalmans, 4 women, 4 high caste Hindus and
6 low caste Hindus.

7. A mortuary, four strong wards for supposed
insanes under observation, quarters for the House
Surgeon, ample kitchens and outhouses make up
the remainder of the group of huildings, the total cost
of which was Rs. 5,72,649.

The hospital is in charge of the Civil Surgeon, who
has under him a House Surgeon, 3 Sub-Assistant Surgeons,
3 compounders, etc. The nursing staff consists of a Lady
Superintendent, an Assistant Lady Superintendent, 3 Sisters,
ange22 nurses. The cost of the maintenance of the hospital
was for the year 1916 Rs. 58,341-12-11. Subscriptions
of Rs. 6,313-8-0 and Rs. 12,414 were received in that year
from public and semi-public bodies towards the expenses of
the Nursing Association. The nursing staff is provided by
this Association, and the arrangenient is that Government
contribute one-half of the expenses whatever they may be.
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The latest development of the hospital is the erection
of an eye hospital to be known as the Seth Goverdhandas
Motilal Mohatta Eye Hospital, in honour of the Seth of that
name who has contributed Rs. 70,000 for the purpose. The
building is to be erected on the site of the House Surgeon’s
quarters facing Mission Road. Pending its construction,
work is being carried on in a temporary structure. For his
munificent generosity the title of Rao Bahadur has been
conferred on Seth Goverdhandas.

The Lady Dufferin Hospital opposite the Civil Hospital

was opened on 5th November 1898
m";“lt'am'ﬂn Femals ]t is maintained from grants by Govern-
) ment, the Karachi Municipality and
the District Local Board, subscriptions, donations and the
interest of the Reserve Fund, and is controlled by a Com-
mittee, of which the Collector of Karachi is the Chairman.
The building which cost Rs. 1,05,000 was presented by
Mr. Edulji Dinshaw, C.I.LE., of Karachi. Besides the Lady
Physician, the Matron and nursing staff at the hospital, the
Committee maintain an Assistant Lady Doctor at the Jaffer
Fudoo Dispensary for the benefit of women and children
living in that part of the city. Within the last few years
the work of tlll)e hospital has expanded considerably, and
to meet the demands upon it an operation thecatre, nurses’
quarters and a maternity wing have been opened.

In connection with the hospital and situated within
the same compound is an institute for the training of Indian
midwives, named the Louise Lawrence Institute, founded
in memory of Mrs. Lawrence, wife of a Collector of Karachi,
who died in 1912. To commemorate her name and work a
sum of over Rs. 75,000 was collected by popular subscrip-
tion, and was expended in erecting and maintaining the
very fine building in which the institute is housed. The
work cf the institute is comprised under four heads—
(1) attending maternity cases among the poor, (2) training of
midwives, (3) partial training of da:s and (4) lectures to
married women. The work is under the control of the Lady
Dufferin Hospital Committee, and the institute is in fact
an integral part of the hospital.

The hospital at Kotri was built and is maintained

North-Western Rallway by the North-Western Railway for
Hospital at Kotzl, the benefit of its own employés, but
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assengers falling ill, or receiving injuries, are also treated at
it. It was opened in 1903 : the cost of the building was
Rs. 25,701.

There are two Government dispensaries in Karachi.
The one at Manora is a very anciont
Dbpemarie. institution, dating back to 1856. The
remoteness of Manora, where there has always been a consi-
derable establishment of Government servants, made it a
necessity. There is an Assistant Surgeon in charge. The
other is for the establishment of the Commissioner in Sind,
and is almost, if not quite, as old, for the records mention an
Apothecary attached to the Commissioner’s Dispensary as
long ago as 1859. It ranks as a Private Aided Dispensary
and there is a Sub-Assistant Surgeon in charge. Of the
remaining dispensaries, one in Karachi Cantonment is
maintained by. the North-Western Railway and the rest
by Municipalities and Local Boards, though somne of them
owe their origin to private beneficence. There are also many
dispensaries in Karachi kept by private practitiorers.

Besides these there is a Veterinary Dispensary in
Karachi which is not included in the
Richmond Craword table. It was started in a hired build-
Vetorinary Dispensary.  ing in 1892 and removed in 1895 to its
present premises on the Bandar Road.
They cover an area of about 10,000 square yards and
include in addition to the dispensary separate wards
for horses, cattle and dogs, besides an isolation ward and
one built for its own purposes by the Society for the Preven-
tion of Cruelty to Animals. There is a shoeing forge also.
The cost of the buildings which amounted to Rs. 12,000
was borne equally by the District Local Board, the Karachi
Municipality and the general public. The institution was
named in honour of Colonel Crawford, for many years Col-
lector of Karachi. A Veterinary Graduate is in charge of it.
The cost of maintenance is borne by the District Local
Board, countributions of Rs. 1,500 and Rs. 600 being received
annually from the Karachi Muaicipality and Government
tively. In 1915-16 Rs. 4,702 were realized fromn fees
and shoeing charges. In the same year 91 major and 273
minor operations were perfcrmed.
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The first four constitute the Shahbandar Sub-divi-
sion, of which an Assistant Collector has charge. He has an
old bungalow in a large garden at Sujawal, which was for-
merly his headquarters, but he now resides at Karachi
during the hot season.

The next. four talukas and the Keti Mahal are the Tatta
Sub-division, of which an Assistant Collector has charge.
He is provided with a bungalow at Tatta, but makes his
headquarters at Karachi during the hot season.

The Kotri Taluka- and the Manjhand and Kohistan
Mahals, comprising the Kotri Sub-division, are under a
Deputy Collector who has his headquarters at Kotri.

Fach of the Assistant Collectors and Deputy Collectors
i8 President of the Taluka Local Boards in his charge, while
the Assistant Collector, Tatta, is President of the Tatta and
Keti Bandar Municipalities, and the Deputy Collector, Kotri,
President of the Kotri and Manjhand ones.

The revenue work of Karachi City is performed by a
City Deputy Collector, whilst the City Magistrate is Sub-
divisional Magistrate for Karachi. Both work directly
under the Collector and District Magistrate. The Cellector
is in addition to his other duties ex officio Superintendent of
Stamps for the province.
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PLACES OF INTEREST.
CHAPTER XV OF “ A” VOLUME.

Bhambor is the local name of a mound of ruins on a low
Bhambor rocky elevation situated on the north
’ bank of the Gharo creek, three and a
half miles westwards from the village of Gharoin the taluka
of Mirpur Sakro, and about a quarter of a mile to the left
of the road to Karachi. The remains of a fort, with walls
and Lastions, are distinctly traceable, and from among. the
heaps of broken bricks old coins have frequently been picked
up after a fall of rain. No collection of them has, however,
been systematically made. From the mound an old dam
runs to hilly ground in the north, holding up rain water and
forming a lake. As the Gharo creek is the most westerly
channel of the Indus, it is probably the oldest and seems
more likely than any other to have been the one down which
Nearchus sailed. This also gives an air of probability to
the hypothesis that Bhambor, and ndt Tatta, nor any of
the other places that have been suggested, was the great
Hindu town known as Debal, which was the first object of
attack when Muhammad Kasim invaded Sind. But there
is not rooni on the site for a town of any size and no direc-
tion in which it could have extended. Bhambor is said to
have been destroyed by an earthquake at the same time
as Brahmanabad, i.e., about the middle of the 8th century
according to the Tuhfat-ul-kirani. Sasui, tke heroine of the
romance of Sasuiand Punhun (“ A” Volume, page 484), was
the adopted daughter of a washerman of Bhambor.

Dharaja. See Lahoribandar.

Glharo ts a village in Mirpur Sakro Taluka,.situated

on a small creek between Dabheji rail-

Gharo. way station and Mirpur Sakro. It is
seven miles distant froin Dabheji and

contains a Staging Bungalow, Vernacular School, Post
Office and musafirkhana. A bridge of four arches, built
in 1860, spans the creek a little to the east of the village.
Formerly Gharo was an important post on the route from
Karachi to Tatta and Hyderabad, boats reaching it by the
creek from Ghizri Bandar in less than 24 hours. The creek
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was navigable for vessels of 13 kharars as far as the town.
It is still accessible to small boats at high tide.

Jam Tamachi-ji-mari, the palace of Jam Tamachi, is
an interesting ruin situated on a hill
Jam Tamachi-ji-marl. at the north ngd of the Sonahri Dhand,
near Hillaya in Tatta Taluka. The Jam Tamachi referred
to was the second of that name and apparently the sixth
in the succession of the Sama rulers (see “ A’ Volume,
page 98). He reigned for thirteen years in the second half of
the 14th century. He fell in love with a fisher maid, Nurahi
the daughter of Gandrah, who fished in the Kinjhar lake
below the hill on which the mart stands, and made her his
queen (i.e., one of them). The story is told in one of the
popular songs of Abdul Latif. They appear to have died
at Tatta, for two humble tombs are pointed as theirs to this
day at the north end of the Makli hills near the mausoleura
of Sheikh Himad Jamali.

Jerruck (Jhirak) (25° 3’ north latitude and 68° 18
east longitude), a town in the Kotri
Taluka, is situated close to the Indus,
at an elevation above it of 150 feet, on the range of lime-
stone hills that runs along its right bank south of Kotri.
From its situation, commanding the river as well as the
roads from Karachi and Tatta, 1t was considered a position
of some importance by Sir Charles Napier, who made it a
Military Depot. Afterwards it was un outpost garrisoned
by a company of sepoys. It was also the headquarters
of the Deputy Collector. It now contains an Assistant
Collector’s bungalow, two wmusafirkhanas, a Vernacular
School, Post Office and Dispensary. For maony years it
has been a Missionary Station. It had a Municipality,
but that was abolished in 1878. On a hill to the north
of the Kotri road and close to the town is the grave of an
Assistant Surgeon Robert Hussey, who died here in 1850,
and in another spot lie the remains of the Reverend C. Hun-
tingdon, Chaplain of Hyderabad, who died here on his way
to Karachi on May 27th, 1856.

Jerruck is connected, by road, with Tatta, Kotri and
Meting, which latter is the nearest railway station, thirteen
miles distant. On a flat hill situated in Deh Shekhani of
the Tatta Taluka, about 300 yards to the east of the read

Jerrusk.
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from Jerruck to Tatta, and about 3 miles from Jerruck,
there are the remains of a Buddhist town. The square
basement of a stupa, about 30 feet each way and about
4 feet high, is still there. The fallen superstructure has
been removed and piled up all round. It was here that
Mr. W. Cole, once Collector of Customs in Karachi, found
some Buddhist bricks which were afterwards deposited in the
Karachi Museum and subsequently allowed to dfsappear.
As they and any record that may have accompanied them
are lost, the following account of their finding may be quoted
from Sir R. Burton :—* Mr. W. Cole, when Deputy Collector,
found, during a chance visit, a large fine-grained brick which
indiced him to trench across the mound. Presently he
came upon the top of a wall, and having cleared it down to
the level of the hill surface, he opened a building about
85} fcet square. The material was of bricks, each 153 by
9} and 2} inches : the courses were laid without other cement
than the fine mud of the Indus, mixed with some fibrous sub-
stance. The base showed a bold moulding and at intervals
of six feet appeared square projections, as for pilasters. The
potteries were in great variety : some moulded and others
cut when the clay was soft ; most of the human figures were
defaced, but the iconoclast had not tuken the trouble to
break up the architectural ornaments in terracotta.” The
people have no legends about this place, but consider it the
remains of a “ Kafar Kot,” 1i.e., heathen fort, and it is
sometimes called by them ‘“Kot Raja Maji Rae.” The
hill cannot be mistaken, as it is detached from the others,
and from its flat summit a splendid view of forest, hill and
river is obtained. Good felt (¢tal) is made in Jerruck.

Jhimpir, a village near the railway station bearing
Shimptr the same name, contains a temple of

’ Shiva where an annual fair attended
by about 800 Hindus is held in February. At a distance
of two and a half railes from it to the east 1s the shrine
of Amir Pir, which, although of no architectural interest,
dates back to the early Mahomedan times. The mausoleum
of the saint is built on a hold cliff overlooking the Sonahri
Dhand, which, when joined to those of the Kinjhar lake,
forms one of the most beautiful sheets of water to be seen in
Sind, bounded as it is hy distant red hills and forests. The
saint is nct, however, buried in the mausoleum, but in a
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deep cave under the rock, to which steps lead down, first
into a court of cells occupied by pilgrims during the annual
fairs, then into a smaller courtyard shaded by willow trees,
which is kept scrupulously sacred, and then into the inner
loom of the cave. An annual fair is held and is attended
y about 1,500 people. There is a house on the rock built
for the accommodation of His Highnéss the Agha Khan,
the spiritual head of the Khoja sect, and a number of other
houses belonging to headmen of the community, who reside
in Karachi, Mirpur Bathoro, Hyderabad and other places
in Sind. The connection of the Khojas with this region
dates from the time of the Britisk conquest, shortly before
which the grandfather of the present Agha Khan came to
Sind from Persia. Sir Charles Napier appointed him to
command the Camel Corps which he had organized
and which was stationed at Jerruck. Some of his proceed-
ings, however, gave offence to the Baluchis who attacked him
and drove him ocut of the place. The colony of Khojas
remained, but they have been for the most part ruined
and their lands absorbed by the neighbouring zamindars.

Jhok is a small village on the banks of the Mulchand
canal, between Mirpur Bathoro and

Jhok. Shrine of spax Bulri. It is seven miles distant from
Inayatullah Sufl. Mirpur Bathoro. It contains a shrine
of one 8hah Inayatullah, which con-

sists of a domed tomb faced with encaustic tiles and inscribed
with Arabic scrolls of the holy names. A mosque adjoins
it and the buildings stand in an extensive compound. Shah
Inayatullah was a Sufi and is reverenced throughout Sind
and named Sar Taj Sufan, * Crowned Head of Sufis,” and
Sardar-al-ashkan, ‘“ Leader of all Lovers.”” He was born at
Miranpur, a village which is a mile distant from Jhok,
in 1660 A.D., and is said to have been under the instruction
of Kliwaja Abdul Malik, great-grandson of Pir Dastgir of
Baghdad at Burhanpur in Bengal for a term of five years,
at the end of which period he was awarded a sword,
a cap and red apparel, granted the title of Sufi and per-
mitted to instruct disciples. He made so many disciples,
both among Hindus and Mussalmans, that the Saiyids of
Bulri grew jealous of him and got the Governor of Tatta
to send a report to the Emperor at Delhi which
resulted in Nur Muhammad Kalhora being commissioned
to destroy him. The latter accordingly besieged Jhok with
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a large force, but Shah Inayat’s fakirs were too strong for
him : so he made peace and gained his end afterwards b
assassination in 1717 A.D. (* Tuhfat-ul-kiram”). The saint’s
head was forwarded, according to the local tradition, to
Delhi, reciting poems on the way. An annual fair is held
at the shrine on the 17th day of Safar and lasts for three
days and is attended by about 1,500 people.

Karachi (formerly spelt Kurrachee), situated in 24° 51

Ramen,  Dorth latitude and 67° 4’ east longitude, is
the headquarter town of the Karachi District
and the capital of Sind, the seat of Government and of the
chief court of judicature, and the headquarters of the Karachi
Brigade and also of those heads of civil departments whose
jurisdiction extends over the = whole province. Besides'
being the official civil and military centre of the province,
Karachi is the third port of India in order of commercial
importance, havinga volume of trade inferior only to that of
Calcutta and Bombay. The firms represented on the Chamber
of Commerce numbered 56 in 1916. In addition to local
houses there are numerous agencies of merchants and traders
doing business at Lahore, Delh1 and other towns. Finally,
Karachi is both the nearest port in India to Europe and
the nearest maritime terminus of the whole system of rail-
ways that serve Sind, British Baluchistan, the
Punjab and the north-west of India, and its harbour pre-
sents exceptional facilities for the shipment and landing
of goods-and for the embarkation and disembarkation of
passengers and troops. These conditions have brought
together a very heterogeneous population of 151,903, as
enumerated at the census of 1911. The municipal limits
which extend from Clifton and Ghizri on the one side to the
Maurypur Salt Works on the other enclose an area of about
seventy square miles.

The present position of Karachi will be better
understood after a brief review of its history.
Hstory It has been confidently identified with

’ Alexander’s Haven and much inge-

nuity has been expended in efforts to trace Krokala, Eiros,
Bibacta and other places mentioned by Nearchus; but
anyone, who has observed the evidences of every recent
recession of the sea at Clifton and Ghizri and of the rapid
erosion of the Oyster Rocks still in progress, will find reason
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to believe that 22 centuries have probably altered the
whole aspect of the coast beyond all possibility of recog-
nition. However that may be, it does not appear that
there ever was a town on the site of Karachi, or any-
where near it, until two centuries ago ; for, with the excep-
tion of a haven, which i8 the only one between Makran
and Cutch, it lacks all the natural advantages that conduce
to the rise of cities. The trade of Sind sought one of
the commercial towns which succeeded each other on the
ever-changing mouths of the Indus, while that of Balu-
chistan came down to a port formed by Cape Monze
and the Habb river. But when the latter began to silt up
so that large vessels could no longer enter it, the wealthy
Hindu merchants of the place began to cast about for a
new settlement and fixed on a back-water called Kalachi
Kun, to which the sea found entrance over a bar known as
Nawa Nar, near to the island of Baba in the present Karachi
harbour. The present entrance to the harbour was at
that time blocked by a rocky reef extending from Manora
to the Oyster Rocks, which has since crumbled away. Such
is the story told by Seth Naomal, a descendant of one of
these Hindu merchants, in a manuscript family histgpry
which is still in the possession of his grandson Rao Bahadur
Alumal Trikamdas. Other local accounts diher slightly,
affirming the existence first of a large town called Karak
on a lagoon some miles west of Karachi, from which it moved
eastward on the silting up of the passage from the sea. In
either case we know that the new settlers put themselves
under the protection of the Jam of the Jokhias, who
was the recognized blackmailer and guardian of the
trade routes, and prospered and gradually sucked away
the trade of the Indus ports. Subsequently they fortified
their town with walls of mud and brushwood and mount-
ed thereon some pieces of ordnance brought from Maskat,
and it became Kalachi (or Karachi) Kot. It belonged
to the Khan of Kalat, to whom it had been given by
the Kalhoras as blood-money for one of his brothers
slain by them in battle, but Ali Fateh Khan, the first
of the Talpurs, cast a covetous eye on it. Twice he
sent an expedition to take it; but the Hindu merchants
collected their clients and dependents, landed marines from
their ships and beat the assailants off. When a third attack
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was made in 1795, the Khan of Kalat, being in difficulties
himself and unable to help them, they negotiated and, being
offered honourable terms, surrendered. The Mirs put a
Governor in command, but treated the merchants most
considerately and fostered the trade, which brought them
an annual revenue of nearly a lakh of rupees (in 1838 it was
estimated at a lakh and a half). In 1797 they built a fort
on Manora as a defence against attack by sea. It was from
this fort that fire was opened on the S.S. ‘ Wellesley,”
which was entering the harbour with the * reserve force”
which the conduct of the Mirs had made it advisable to
keep in Sind after Sir J. Keane’s army passed on to Kabul.*
The guns of the “ Wellesley ” did not take long to knock
down the shabby walls, and Rear-Admiral Maitland, with
Brigadier Valiant, took possession of the fort and also of the
town of Karachi on February 7th, 1839, but pledged them-
selves to hold the persons and property of the inhabitants
sacred and not to interfere with the government of the
town. British troops were landed and encamped about
two miles from the walls, and so matters remained until
the battle of Miani. A visitor in 1841 wrote afterwards :
“ Kurachee was the residence of many ladies whose husbands’
duty required them to penetrate further into the country,
so that there was a larger society than is generally to be
met with at an outstation. Monday and Friday evenings
were the gay times. The band of H. M.’s 41st played on the
parade ground and the beauty and fashion of Kurachee
were seen assembling in groups.” This was the birth of
Karachi Cantonment and to this period belongs the interest-
ing old burial ground on the Bunder Road. The native
town, as it was in 1857, is thus described by Sir Richard
Burton: “ The town is a mass of low mud hovels and
high mud houses, with flat mud roofs, windowless mud walls
and numerous mud ventilators, surrounded by a tumble-
down parapet of mud built upon a low platform of mud-
covered rock. This is the citadel : it fines off into straggling
suburbs below, extending far northwards.” * The dark
narrow alleys, through which nothing bulkier than a jackass
can pass with ease, boast no common sewer.” There were

* According to a popular account of this incident which was current after.
wards there was no garrison in the fort and the solitary gun ficed thercfrom was
meant for a salute
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two gates—the Kara darwaza facing the sea, and the Mitha
darwaza leading to the Lyari and sweet water wells. In
front of the former a spit of dry land extended to the Customs
House and white mosque, to which passengers were brought
in canoes at high water from vessels anchored at Kiamari.

When Sir Charles Napier transferred the seat of Govern-
ment from Hyderabad to Karachi, the place began to
develop. The histories of the trade, the Port, the Munici-
pality and other institutions, which make up the story of
the growth of Karachi during the seventy years since, are
given in their appropriate places.

The first object that arrests the attention of the tra-

Masors. veller approaching Karachi from the sea
is the rocky headland of Manora, 100
feet high, with its Lighthouse, Observatory, little English
Church and many other buildings. It is now a Cantonment,
occupied by the Royal Garrison Artillery in charge of the
harbour defences. The Indo-European Telegraph has also
its Cable Factory and a considerable settlement here, and
it is the residence of the Port Officer and other officials of
the Port Trust, including the Pilot establishment. The
tomb of a wonder-working Pir,. who was buried here,
attracts crowds to an annual fair, and Hinduism is-also repre-
sented by a conspicuous, but not ancient, temple. Manora
is self-contained,, has its own Church (St. Paul’s, conse-
crated in 1865), school, library, billiard room, tennis courts,
etc.

Opposite Manora and forming the other side of the
entrance to the harbour is the Kiamari groyne, 8,300 feet
long. Beyond it are the wharves, and the settlement known
as Kiamari. The road leads direct from the boat basin to
Karachi. On landing, the traveller first passes through the
Sydenham Passenger Pavilion and
enters Willingdon Place. To the right
of this lies the Port Trust village, to the left the wharves and
the railway (these are described in detail on page 86 below).
Further on is the Bachubai Edulji Dinshaw Hospital, sup-
ported by the Municipality, North-Western Railway and
Port Trust; then the McHinch Memorial Seamen’s Rest,
built by the Port Trust in 1904 at a cost of Rs. 30,833.
The nucleus of this amount was a sum of Rs. 11,102 raised
by subscription to commemorate the late Mr. Alexander

Keamarl.
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McHinch, C.1.E., a well known Karachi merchant and public
man. To this the Port Trust added Rs. 8,386, the Munici-
pality Rs. 3,000, the Chamber of Commerce and individual
members of it Rs. 3,350, and Government Rs. 5,000. The
Rest is supported by subscriptions with some help from
Government, and is controlled by a Committee, on which
the Port Trust and all the Churches of Karachi are repre-
sented. It provides reading and refreshments for seamen of
all classes-and creeds and also supplies the place of a Sailors’
Home, as far as that is required at this Port.

At the Seamen’s Rest the road leaves Kiamari Island,
the limits of which have been much
obscured by reclamation, and runs
along the Napier Mole, on the left side of which, about a
mile from the Rest, stands a monument to Sir Charles Napier.
The original monument was an obelisk on a pedestal, about
13 feet high, built of ill-dressed stone and bearing on one
side the following inscription : —

‘“ From this spot on the 1st December 1847
was fired the farewell salute to His Excellency
Lieutenant-General Sir Charles Napier, G.C.B.,
on his retirement from the Governorship of Sind,
being the extreme point to which at that date
wheeled carriages had ever passed along this
bunder, a work planned and executed under the
Government of His Excellency and was just
completed at the date of his departure from
this Province.

ERECTED 18533. REBuUILT 1901.”

Napler Obelisk.

For many years it was surrounded and concealed by
plague sheds: these, however, were removed and the monu-
ment exposed to view. It was, however, generally recog-
nized to be utterly unworthy of its subject, and in 1913 the
Port Trust erected at its own expense a handsome Aberdeen
granite obelisk with the words “ Sir Charles Napier, G.C.B.,
Governor of Sind ” on the face fronting the road, and
below these words have been inserted the original inscrip-
tion which has been quoted above. At the end of the
Napier Mole, after passing over the screw-pile bridge 1,200
feet long, which was built in 1865 to span the cutting made
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through the Mole that the creek might scour the harbour,
the main land is reached. The road then proceeds over a
handsome stone bridge, 1,540 feet in length, beneath which
the railway passes. i8 bridge was opened in April 1911
by His Excellency the Viceroy, Lord Hardinge, and 18 named
after him. Its construction and the diversion of the rail-
way necessitated the removal of the old Port Trust Office
on the left of the road as one crossed the bridge over the
creek from Kiamari, and the old Customs House, which
spanned the road on five arches. To the left of the Hardinge
Bridge now stands the new Port Trust Offices, the hand-
somest and most imposing building in Karachi, built at a
cost of Rs. 8,60,000 and opened in January 1916. Beyond
it and physically contiguous, the new Customs House is
in course of construction.

A short distance further on is the Merewether Clock
Tower, a fine memorial raised by public
subscription to a former Commissioner
in Sind. It is a memorial also of Mr. J. Strachan, the
Municipal Engineer who designed it and many other public
buildings in Karachi. It is in the middle, pointed style
of Gothic architecture and has the form of an Eleanor cross.
Standing on a basement 44 feet square, it rises to a height
of 102 feet and carries, at an elevation of 70 feet, a clock
with four faces, each 7 feet in diameter. The large bell,
which strikes the hours, weighs 3 cwt., ahd the smaller
bells, for the quarters, 1 cwt. each. The foundation stone
was laid by Sir James Fergusson, Governor of Bombay, in
1884, and the completed structure was opened to the public
and made over to the Municipality by Sir Evan James in
1892. The total cost of the structure and clock was
Rs. 37,178.

The Merewether Tower cleaves the road. The branch
to the right is the McLeod Road, named
in honour of a public spirited Collector
of Customs of Sir Bartle Frere’s time. The Bunder Road
continues its course on the left of the tower. Between it
and the Lyari river, half a mile further to the left, lies the
Old Town of Karachi, deprived of its wall and much changed
by sanitation and othe