
































































































































































































96 PUNJ,AUB AND .SClNDE 

may be in fact as well as in name the most 
repugnant to the ideas of a public man of spirit, is 
still the most sought after, so that it :be only ,the 
most· highly paid. 

Nor while the Board forget all these antece­
dents of the military service, and of their own, 
do they less forget the peculiar advantages of 
previous training and preparation under which 
Sir Charles Napier assumed the government of 

Scinde 1 They forget that he had long governed 
the island of Cephalonia as resident, where the 
people, though ·Europeans by geographical po­
sition, are essentially of an Asiatic character and 
type, in many points resembling, and in civilisa­
tion perhaps little more advanced than the people 
of Sc;inde. While at the same time the proximity 
of the island to Turkey gave Sir Charles ample 
opportunity .for studying the Mahomedan cha­
racter and ·Mahomedan · institutions, which are 
known to .resemble each other very closely in -all 
the countries of the East. What better pre­
paration could any man have for undertaking the 
government of a strictly Mahomedan country : like 
Scinde 1 

Nor was this all ; for while he had thus peculiar 
opportunities of studying Eastem institutions and 
Eastern character, · he neglected not the studies 
which,mQre peculiarly distinguish the statesmen of 
Europe. He had written largely on military law ; 
and to write effectively on that, a knowledge af 
civil law, that is of the laws of the nation, is 
indispensable. The great social question of labour 
he had discussed in a pamphlet on Ireland ; and 
colonization and the social progress of infant states 
had been made by him points of peculiar inquiry 
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as his works on our Australian colonies evinced. 
Indeed I will venture to assert, and all who knew 
him intimately will confirm the assertion, that 
there was not a question connected with war or 
politics, or political or social economy and com­
merce, or law or literature, or even religion; in 
short, there was scarcely any question one could 
discuss on which the mass of information displayed 
by him was not positively marvellous, and only to 
be comprehended by those who knew how early 
he rose, how temperately he lived, and how entirely 
he devoted to writing and to study all the 
moments which public business left unoccupied. 

How far such a preparation was a sufficient one 
for the Government of Scinde may be left to the 
world to judge; and how far also the Board are 
competent to be his critics, ignorant as they have 
shewn themselves of the History alike of England, 
of the Colonies and of India-and especially 
ignorant of the system of military Government 
they were discussing, and of all that relates to the 
origin and continuance of the land tax of Scinde. 

M. R. R. 

With this generous testimony to Sir C. Napier's 
character and genius, his posthumous work may, 
with more force, be again dedicated to the people 
of England, as exhibiting faction frustrating a great 
man's efforts to serve the public, and shewing how 
surely the Directors of the East India Company 
are proceeding in the destruction of the great 
empire unwisely committed to their government. 

W. NAPIER, Lieutenant-General. 

ScINDE HoosE, February 1854. 
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