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PREFACE.

THE following notes and observations are extracted from a very voluminous
Correspondence which the Author maintained with two near relatives, whose position
made it more than a mere matter of curiosity that they should be kept accurately
informed of every occurrence in the camp of the army of the Indus. The letters were
carefully preserved ; and having been written on the spot and at the moment, are a
faithful history of the journeys and table gossip of the Staff mess-parties.

The secrets of office are beyond the Author's reach, and the time for history is not come
the propriety of such interference at Kaubool as the deposition of Dost Mahomed and
the exaltation of Shah Soojab, of the policy throughout pursued towards Runjet Sing,
and the system so long persevered in and so concluded in Sindh, are pails of a great
whole, which must soon be seen developed in all its wisdom or the reverse; for the
result, whether for good or for evil, must quickly appear; and the cost, as proportioned
to the benefit, supposing it be a benefit, must soon be counted. The oldest of the parties

concerned is likely in the course of nature to live to see it; the seed they have planted
will not be watched through a century of expectation.
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NARRATIVE OF THE CAMPAIGN OF THE ARMY OF THE
INDUS, IN 1838-9.

CHAPTER I.

A dieu toFrien ds.— M y berth.— S leepless n ig ht.— V essels of the Ex pedition taken in tow by the
S em iram is steam er. — Tow -ropes sn ap atstartin g .— C aptain P orter.— W on ders of S team .—
Tow n of D iu; propriety of purchasin g it from the P ortug uese.— S lav e-trade.— S om n ath
P uttan .— P ore B un der.— P ag oda of D w arka.— D ev astation s of the P lag ue.— V essels becom e
en tan g led.— A rriv al in the In dus.— Tw obotillas upsetupon the bar.— C rew s sav edby C aptain
M 'Greg or.— The B ritish D rum .

TOWN & CITADEL KHELAUT, from the East

IT w asa calm an dbrig htstar-lig htn ig ht,on W edn esday,N ov em ber21st,1838,w hen ,at
ten in the ev en in g ,Iem bark edin B om bay harbouron boardthe Tapty g un -brig ,forthe
S in dh serv ice.The separation of frien ds,the scatterin g of the m em bers of a fam ily,an d
the in terruption s of dom esticpeace an dits en joym en ts,are the ev eryday occurren ces of
m ilitary life;an dthose w hocasttheirlotin the w hirlpool of the publicserv ice abroad,
m ustbe preparedforthe turbulen ce of itstorren t,an dthe perplexitiesof itseddies.

A n experien ce of n early tw en ty-eig htyears'serv ice in In dia had leftm e n o n ov ice in
an y of the requisites forw hatev erw as lik ely tobefall;an dthoug h Ihadn otan ticipated
the duties thathadsudden ly dev olv edon m e,they w ere in ev ery respectsuitedtom y
taste an dm y position ,an dIun dertook them as on e w hofelthim self athom e in office.
Thus,thoug h Ileftm y sw eethom e,an dall its happin ess,w ith the n atural sig hs of on e
w hose dom esticcircle isdeserv edly m ostdear,an dcast"m an y a lon g in g ,lin g erin g look
behin d," as I said "Farew ell!" there w as m uch excitem en t, an d m uch an ticipated

g ratification in prospect,an dIw as able torecon cile m yself tothe presen tby the hopes
of the future.



Narrative of the Campaign of the Army of the Indus in Sindh (1838-39) Volume - I, Copyright © www.sanipanhwar.com 2

O n reachin g the g un -brig ,I foun d thatm y accom m odation w as far superior to m y
expectation . A larg e cabin , elev en feetby eig ht, w as allotted to L ieuten an t-Colon el
Cam pbell an dm yself;an dm y bedw as preparedform e as com fortably as Icouldhav e
hopedforon share.M y serv an tsw ere in atten dan ce;an dthe absen ce of ship-sm ellsan d

v erm in en abledm e toprepare form y n ig ht's repose,w ithoutan y threaten edapproach
of thatabdom in al m utin y an d rev ulsion , w hich the am iable M iss P rin g le, in the
"A yrshire L eg atees,"has soaptly desig n ated"the odious rev erse of sw allow in g ,"an dto
w hich m y frail in w ardm an ism ostpain fully liable.

Itw as,afterall,a sleepless n ig ht.The recollection of all thatw as behin d,an dfan cies of
all thatw as tocom e,sufficedtom urdersleep;an dthe hourly toll of the ships'bells in
the harbor,the cries of the crew s of passin g boats,the hails from the fisherm en 's sk iffs,

the scream s of sea-birds,an d other m aritim e discords,w ere heard throug h the dreary
period,till n ig htslow ly fadedbefore the daw n of day,an dIlisten edupon deck toen joy
the m orn in g .

M an m ay be a thin k in g or a cook in g an im al,he m ay be a laug her or a w eeper in his
philosophy;butsen sitiv e or callous,cold or hot,w e feel the firstm om en tof in action
follow in g in cessan texertion s,an dpause tog atherourscatteredideas,an dseparate our

recollection s of the pastfrom our an ticipation s for the future.N o m an had ev er been
m ore tak en by surprise than m yself,w hen ,on the 28th O ctober,atM ahabuleishw er,I
learn tthatIw as n am ed tothe hig h hon or of chief of the m edical staff of the B om bay
div ision of the arm y of the In dus.Reporthad fixed on a jun ior m edical officerfor the
appoin tm en t,a g en tlem an w how as saidtostan dhig h in the fav orof his Excellen cy the
Com m an der-in -chief;butthe B om bay Gov ern m en tdisapprov ed of the arran g em en t,
an d in sisted thaton e of the four superin ten din g surg eon s of the establishm en tshould
accom pan y the force,an dthatn on ew prom otion shouldbe m ade.Thus the w orldhas

been robbedby the etiquette of office of the rich harv estthatm ig hthav e been reapedby
a better qualified laborer in this field,an d a m ore g ifted observ er an d treasurer of
observ ation s.

Iw asatM ahabuleishw er,on m y tourof duty forthe an n ual in spection of hospitals,an d
little dream in g of the journ ey before m e, w hen the order to "join head-quarters
forthw ith"reachedm e.A m osthurriedjourn ey hadbroug htm e toB om bay,N ov em ber

3rd,w hen Ilearn tthatw e w ere to em bark on the 15th;an d this w as all the w arn in g
g iv en tocollectan dorg an ize m y departm en t,tosee thatthe m aterial w assufficien t,an d
the stores properly applied for an d supplied. W hoev er k n ow s an ythin g of sim ilar
preparation s w ill estim ate the exertion s Ihadbeen calledupon tom ak e;an dw ill k n ow
that,betw een the 3rd an d 20th N ov em ber,I had little leisure for the in dulg en ce of
m oral reflection sof an y k in d.

Thus,as the sun rose on B om bay harbor,itw as alm ostthe firsthour thathad been

allow edm e forthe exercise of an y soberm editation ;an das Istoodby the taffrail of the
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g un -brig ,an dlook edon the fam iliarscen es sooften con tem platedun dersuch differen t
aspects,an d in such differen tposition s,the m in d had its full occupation w ith its ow n
deepthoug hts,an dtrav elledthroug h tw en ty -eig htyears of passin g upan ddow n ,that
little w orldtom e,the B om bay earth,an dtoan dfrom it.

Ithad been ordered that,w ith break of day,the S em iram is steam er,of sev en hun dred
an d eig hty ton s,w ith tw oen g in es of on e hun dred an d fifty horse pow er each,w as to
tak e us an d tw o other v essels in tow .O n board of the steam er w ere em bark ed his
Excellen cy the Com m an der-in -chief,an d his person al staff.In the Tapty g un -brig ,of
on e hun dred an d sev en ty-fiv e ton s,w ere em bark ed the A djutan tan d Q uarter-m aster
Gen erals,M ajor Keith an d Colon el Cam pbell;the m edical staff;the Field-surg eon ,D r.
P in hey;the D eputy M edical S torek eeper,D r.D on ,an d m yself;an d on e hun dred an d

sev en teen public follow ers,w ith thirty-sev en serv an ts. B ehin d the Tapty w as to be
tow ed a larg e M uscatbug la,of on e hun dred an d tw en ty ton s'burthen ,laden chiefly
w ith the ten ts an d bag g ag e of the Com m an der-in -chief; en d lastly, a fatbottom ed
pin n ace,of aboutfifty ton s,in ten dedas a presen tfrom ourGov ern m en ttoRun jitS in g .
A distan ce of fifty fathom s sufficed betw een the S em iram is'an d Tapty,aboutforty
fathom s betw een the Tapty an d the bug le,an d thirty fathom s betw een the bug le an d
pin n ace.The strain on the steam erm ay be im ag in ed,w hen drag g in g such a w eig ht,an d

atsuch a len g th,throug h a headsea,an dag ain sta stiff breeze directahead,throug h the
w hole v oyag e.

Ithad orig in ally been in ten ded thatsom e four or fiv e hun dred m en of the Q ueen 's
Royalsan dthe 17th reg im en tshouldhav e been con v eyedin the steam er;an dthisoug ht
to hav e been the arran g em en t. The Tapty brig could hav e afforded am ple
accom m odation for the Com m an der-in -chief;an d such of the staff as could n othav e
been receiv edin the Tapty couldhav e been em bark edon the bug le.The em ploym en tof

the steam er as a tran sportw ould n oton ly hav e broug htan im portan tbody of m en
m ore im m ediately to the scen e of operation s,butw ould hav e sav ed Gov ern m en tthe
hirin g of a tran sport,say ten thousan drupees.B utsuch a sum ,m ore orless,w ill prov e
asdustin the balan ce,w hen w eig hin g the costof the cam paig n .The S em iram issteam er
w as therefore "flyin g lig ht;" an d w e,atour ease in abun dan telbow -room ,had g reat
reason tobe than k ful forthe in dulg en ce.

A tsev en in the m orn in g the S em iram is w as un der w ay,an d steerin g tow ards us;our
an chorw asin stan tly up,an doursailssettodropin toherw ak e in the open harbor,an d
ateig htw e hadreceiv edthe tow -ropes,an dsecuredthem toourv essel;butatthe first
tug the hug e haw sers sn apped lik e threads,an d w e w ere adriftin the harbor.O ur
an chor w as in stan tly dropt; the steam er an chored close to us, an d boats w ere
dispatched back tothe dock yard for fresh haw sers.B y som e itw as supposed thatthe
coir haw sers,bein g n ew ,should hav e been soak ed in sea-w ater ere strain ed in such a
m an n er;but,w hetherthey w ere toon ew an dtoodry,or,in reality,n otstron g en oug h,

w e had cause of than k fuln ess thatthe disposition to castus adriftw as so early
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m an ifested; as, had it occurred at sea an d by n ig ht, m uch loss of tim e, m uch
in con v en ien ce,an dsom e an xiety an dalarm ,m ig hthav e been the con sequen ce.

P oor P orter, w ho com m an ded the S em iram is, has sin ce been in trouble. In the

v icissitudesof fortun e how often on e seesthe heroof today,the v ictim of tom orrow !H e
w as n ow ourCom m odore,an dcam e on boardof ourv essel,an d,in all the exuberan ce
of a sailor's boisterous m irth,w as en joyin g the jestthathe shouldbe taxedw ith hav in g
w illfully brok en the haw sertoreapan otherday'sben efitof the table-m on ey allow edfor
his Excellen cy the Com m an der-in -chief an d his person al staff! I n ev er m ade his
acquain tan ce beyon d tw o or three casual m eetin g s, then , an d atthe H ujam ry. H e
seem ed a shrew d an d activ e n av al officer,an d the lastw ho w ould be lik ely to lose a
v aluable ship un der his com m an d throug h crim in al n eg lig en ce. W hether the

k n ow ledg e suppliedby m odern charts sufficedtohav e w arn edhim of the dan g ertobe
apprehen dedw hen crossin g in fron tof the Gulf of Kutch,Ik n ow n ot;butitis stran g e
en oug h thatthe locality isdescribedw ith sin g ulartruth an daccuracy in the P eriplus.

S ailors are stran g e an im als! They can n ev er com prehen d a lan dsm an 's thoug hts of
hom e.Their boats leftthe ships for shore,butn o tim ely n otice w as g iv en ;an d a few
hurried lin es w ere all thatIcould sen d tosay w hathad occurred,an d toexplain our

deten tion .A little after tw elv e o'clock fresh haw sers w ere receiv ed;an d exactly attw o
o'clock in the aftern oon they w ere secured,the an chor w eig hed,an d w e stood outof
harbora due n orthw estcourse,accom plishin g fouran da half k n ots perhour,ag ain sta
rollin g head-sea an dan un v aryin g n orth-w estern .

The crew of the Tapty, com m an ded by L ieuten an tB uck ler, In dian n av y, w as on e
European m ate, an d tw en ty-eig htn ativ e seam en . The com m an der, by Gov ern m en t
reg ulation s, w as to prov ide our table, for w hich the Gov ern m en t allow an ce w as

sev en teen an d a half rupees per diem for field-officers, an d eig htrupees each for
captain s an dsubaltern s.O urparty com prisedthree of the form er,an dtw oof the latter;
affordin g ,therefore,sixty-eig htan d a half rupees per diem for prov ision in g expen ses.
W e w ould g ladly hav e v oted our excellen thosta double stipen d;his treatm en tof us
w as k in dan dliberal in the extrem e;an d,his birthday occurrin g durin g the v oyag e,w e
did the hon ors of the day w ith the hearty alacrity thathis un preten din g g oodn ess
deserv edfrom us.

The n ig htpast,an d the m orn in g foun d us in the open sea.B efore us seem ed tostan d
the steam er.N ota m otion w as perceptible in her m asts an d yards;their black lin es
streak ed across the blue sk y,as firm ly fixed,to the eye,as thoug h she had been at
an chor;an dyetthe w av es foam edan drolledpastheras she ploug hedherun dev iatin g ,
un alterable course,w ith steady k eel,throug h a turbulen tsea,an d directly ag ain stthe
w in d,w ith a perm an en tan dun chan g in g speedof aboutfouran da half m ilesperhour.
The n av al diableries of the old sea-leg en ds,the dem on frig ate,an d the "shippe of helle,"

seem ed,asitw ere,realizedbefore us.Iw asn ev ertiredof look in g on it.
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Can itbe, thoug htI, thatin m y ow n shortera, in m y ow n brief existen ce, this
stupen dous m iracle of arthas been con ceiv edan dcreated;an dthis m ig htiestof m an 's
con questsov erN ature achiev edby the k n ow ledg e w hich ispow er?

M an ,a little low er than the an g els,has yetm uch todo.M ay God g ran tthathis brute
propen sities m ay n otag ain break forth tocheck the sublim e prog ress of in tellectin its
dev elopm en t, an d in v olv e the w orld in an other ag e of dark n ess! The blessed
in strum en tality of the press appears sufficien tto secure us from an y such fearful
catastrophe as the total extin ction of the acquirem en ts of thirty ag es,un der an other
barbaricdesolation .B uthow m uch m ay m an 's adv an cem en tbe check edby ev ils w hich
k n ow ledg e can n otprev en t,an drefin em en tcan n otim ag in e tobe in existen ce,un til they

ov erw helm the un thin k in g m an y,lik e an av alan che,an d bury the existin g fabric of
society in the ruin sthey occasion .

The secon d m orn in g foun d us in sig ht of D iu H ead, a roun d k n oll, an d low er
un dulatin g hills recedin g from it.The fortan d tow n of D iu are still retain ed by the
P ortug uese,an d should,w ith Goa,D em aun ,an d the settlem en ts on the A frican coast,
be purchased atalm ostan y price,to be paid by our Gov ern m en t.To the P ortug uese

they w ere an expen siv e burthen ,un til our M alw a opium m on opoly,w ith the usual
effectof ov er-hig h custom s,offered a sufficien tly hig h prem ium to the sm ug g ler to
con v ey his illicittrade from M alw a,throug h M arw ar,toS in dh.The v alue of the opium
em bark ed atKarachi for D em aun has exceeded sixteen lahk s of rupees per an n um .A
reduction of the duty has reduced the illicittrade,butitis still im portan t.O ur n ew
relation w ith S in dh m ustreduce D em aun an dGoa totheirform erin sig n ifican ce;an dit
w ouldbe n om ean policy tosecure the possession s,w hich am on g otherev ils,accustom
the n ativ es tothe sig htof a foreig n European flag ,an dten dtodirecttheirthoug hts toa

foreig n European pow er.

The A siatic character in g en eral, an d the H in doo in particular, is com poun ded of
in trig ue an dtracasserie,— n otbecause they are A siatics an dH in doos,butbecause they

are so educated;an d they are on ly to be depen ded on so far as they see their ow n
in terests,an dfeel the pow erof theirm asters.O urfuture repose in dispen sably requires
thatn oforeig n flag shouldw av e in In dia.

B utitisasn estsof the w retchedslav e-trade,forw hich alon e the P ortug uese settlem en ts
of the M ozam bique exist,thatthey oug httobe dispossessed,by fairm ean s,if possible;
if n ot,by foul:w e can n ev erprev en tthe im portation of A frican slav es atD iu,D em aun ,
an d Goa,from A frica,exceptby an expen diture beyon d w hatthe purchase of these
un productiv e colon ies w ould am oun tto. D iu is a reg ular fortification , an d holds a
con spicuous place in the early history of European settlem en ts in In dia;butis n ow a
w retched place, w ith a paltry establishm en t, an d the few surv iv ors of its form er

population m iserably poor.S ev eral lofty church-tow ers are seen ,as atGoa,B asseen ,
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an d D em aun ,abov e the ram parts;an d w ould seem to in dicate thatthe "m ilk -w hite
hin d," in her ram bles on this coast,could n othav e been con ten ted w ith a "v olun tary
system " share of the rich m an 's purse or the poor m an 's labor.A P ortug uese n av al
officeratGoa on ce saidtom e,w hen adm irin g the cathedral architecture of the churches

there, "If our an cestors had built forts, an d train ed battalion s, as your early
g ov ern m en ts did,in stead of w astin g their resources on churches an d on m on k s,w e
m ig hthav e been w hatyou are."P erhapsthey m ig ht:butw hatisw ritten ,isw ritten !

A tn oon of the secon d day w e w ere exactly abreastof S om n ath P uttan ,w hose an cien t
tem ple,dedicated to S hiv a,as the "lord of the m oon ," w as the objectof M ahom ed of
Ghizn i's firstin v asion of In dia in the elev en th cen tury. The M oslem arm y en tered
Guzeratby S erohy, on the eastside of A boo; plun dered an d totally destroyed the

an cien tcapital,Chan draw atty,atits base;an d,proceedin g to the coastof Kattiw ar,
securedthe rich jew els an dtreasures of the tem ple.O urk n ow ledg e of w hatIn dia w as
in our ow n tim e, allow s us to g iv e our m odified creden ce to the history of the
in calculable w ealth obtain ed by the plun derers.Itw as here thatthe B rahm in dev otee
offereda m assof g oldthata shapelessidol of ston e m ig htn otbe desecrated,an dw hich
the icon oclastzeal of the M ahom edan leader ordered in stan tly tobe destroyed:on its
flyin g in pieces un derthe ham m ers of the destroyers,itw as foun dtobe hollow ,an da

treasure in preciousston escon cealedin the cav ity,thatfarov erbalan cedw hathadbeen
offered for its preserv ation . The arm y of M ahom ed of Ghizn i w as alm osttotally,
destroyed by w an tof w ater, in an in cautious attem ptto cross the desertbetw een
Guzeratan dB aw ulpore,on theirreturn .

O urthirdm orn in g foun dus abreastof P ore B un der,the cloud-toptpin n acles of the hill
of Joon ag hur in the far distan ce. These m oun tain s are dedicated to the P arasn ath
w orshipof the Jain s,an dare celebratedfortheiran cien ttem ples.S im ilartem ples are to

be foun d in A booan d P aliatan ah.W e hav e lostall k n ow ledg e of the period w hen the
fairy tribeshadtheirtem plesan daltarsin P ag an Europe;butthe sim ilarity of the n am e,
an d of the leg en dary history of their dem i-celestial race in Europe an d in Guzerat,
seem s tom ark the accuracy of the tradition s w hich brin g the Gothicraces from In dia.
"The son s of God,lov in g the daug hters of m en ,an d their children becom in g m ig hty
m en ,w hich w ere of oldm en of ren ow n ,"is the Un v aryin g leg en dof the orig in of ev ery
distin g uished tribe in In dia,w hilstthe n am e P aradise itself soun ds tom y ear on ly as

P arasdeish— hill-g odcoun try,orfairy lan d.

From Kattiw artoRajpootan a,the tw og reatfam ilies of Rajpoots claim theirorig in ;the
on e from the sun ,the otherfrom the m oon .The S ooraj W am sh,orchildren of the sun ,
are,I believ e,the prev ailin g caste in this pen in sula;an d itis am on g them thatthe
rev oltin g practices of in fan ticide hav e throw n the deepestshade thathas fallen on
hum an n ature in an y ag e orin an y coun try.
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O urv oyag e this day w as v ery in terestin g :the boldheadlan ds an dm oun tain scen ery of
the coastg av e us ev ery m om en ta chan g in g v iew ;an d our course,w ithin three m iles
from the lan d,allow edusthe fullestopportun itiesof en joyin g it.

A tn oon ,the pag oda of D w ark a appeared far ahead,an d w here w e should n othav e
look edforlan d,precisely lik e the w hite sail of a v ery larg e botilla:itrequiredsom e tim e
to persuade m e thatitw as a buildin g ,an d n ota sail;its sn ow -w hite flag abov e the
w hite-w ashed cupola had exactly the appearan ce of the botilla's v an e. A s w e
approached,the buildin g slow ly em erg edfrom the sea,an dw as seen on its em in en ce,
n othin g differen t,exceptin size,from ordin ary buildin g s of the k in d,— a square tem ple
of tw ostories,w ith a cupola in fron t,an dbehin ditthe usual H in doospire:aroun dit,at
irreg ulardistan ces,appearedsm allertem ples,con sistin g chiefly of the tow eran dspire.

The v iew of this celebratedshrin e of Krishn a w as sin g ularly beautiful:w e sk irtedclose
to the coast,an d atsun setw e w ere precisely abreastof the pag oda.D w ark a is m ore
frequen tedby pilg rim s than an y shrin e on the w estcoastof In dia;the Jatras are saidat
tim estohav e exceededhalf a m illion of dev otees.

O n on e occasion , I believ e in 1803, a con tag ious disease— apparen tly, from the

description ,Eg yptian plag ue— is saidtohav e destroyedn early on e hun dredthousan d
v ictim s in a few days.W hen a sim ilar pestilen ce w as depopulatin g P allee in 1837,the
residen ts there described itto their frien ds in Guzeratas the m ostfearful epidem ic
w hich hadfallen upon theirrace sin ce the appallin g destruction atD w ark a in 1803.The
pilg rim ,w hofaithfully perform s all hisdutiesatD w ark a,subm its,as the fin al pen an ce,
tobe bran dedw ith the m ark of the g od;an dis supposed torem ain ,forthe residue of
hislife,in the sacredcare of Krishn a.

The w in d had been risin g throug h the day,an d atn ig htitblew a stiff breeze,w ith a
hig h sea rollin g :ourscuttles requiredtobe closed,an dw e hadsom e m otion ,butitw as
n othin g beyon dthe v ery ordin ary av erag e of m arin e ad,v en tures.W e heldourcourse
un chan g ed,an dthe steady m asts of the steam erscarcely show eda m otion ag ain stthe
blue sk y before us. In the n ig ht, how ev er, som e acciden t, probably ow in g to the
in creased m otion , seem ed to occur to the steam er's en g in es; an d, after hav in g
dim in ished her speed from n ear fiv e to tw o an d a half m iles per hour,she sudden ly

stopped. S om e con fusion follow ed, ow in g to the sev eral v essels in tow becom in g
en tan g led:the A rab bug la cam e in con tactw ith the Tapty,an dthe boathan g in g on the
quarter had a v ery n arrow escape from utter destruction ;happily she w as shov ed off
before an y in jury of con sequen ce w as don e; an d in less than an hour the steam er
resum edherw ay,an dhertrain follow edin theirproperplaces,w ithoutin con v en ien ce
toeach other.

The fourth m orn in g w as m ild an d calm ; w e foun d the effects of attain in g a m ore

n orthern latitude,in a bracin g ,cool air;the sea w as still,an dn olan din sig ht:atn oon ,
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the sea w as sm ootherthan Irem em berev ertohav e seen it;but,sm ooth orroug h,w in d
orcalm ,on w e w en t,ploug hin g oursteady course atthe sam e rate,an dw ith n ochan g e
tousbutthe com fortof dim in ishedm otion .

D urin g the day a shoal of w hales played roun d us,raisin g their lev iathan carcasses
abov e the w ater,an d afforded our n ativ e passen g ers m uch surprise an d am usem en t:
on e of them shotup his hug e head an d open ed his m outh,apparen tly for the sole
purpose of g iv in g us an accurate idea of a w hale's capability tosw allow an y Jon ah w e
m ig hthav e to dispose of.The sig htw as really fearful;the dim en sion s of the crim son
cav ern w hich yaw n ed before us, appearin g to require on ly som e v iv acity of
im ag in ation ,an dthe epicpoetry of a trav eler's n arration ,tom ag n ify itin tothe g ulf of
the sea-serpen t's m aw an d its horrific profun dities! A sim ilar "P rotean herd" is

describedby A rrian ashav in g g reatly alarm edthe Greek m arin ersun derN earchus.

A thalf an hour before m idn ig htw e an chored;the firin g of sig n al-g un s disturbed our
rest,an dw arn edus thatthe term in ation of ourv oyag e w as approachin g .A tdaybreak
of the fifth day,Tuesday,N ov em ber27th,tw oships w ere seen un dersail v ery n earus,
an d prov ed tobe the S yden an d S ir Edw ardP ag et,tran sports;w e rem ain ed atan chor
from m idn ig htun til n ear eig hto'clock in the m orn in g ,w hen the steam er w as ag ain

un derw ay,an dw e proceededon ourcourse.

O urfirstv iew of the In dus w aterw as a huffy lin e across the horizon ,presen tin g tothe
in experien ced eye the precise appearan ce of a san dban k ;this,as w e approached,w as
show n to be the discoloration w here the riv er-flood m in g led w ith the sea.The w ater
w as sm ooth,an d the w in dfrom the lan d;an d the tw olarg e tran sports sailin g w ith us
w ere m ak in g w ay w ith a fav orable spurtof w in d,an d w ith ev ery sail setthatthey
couldcarry.

A tn in e o'clock the v essels atan choratthe H ujam ry m outh of the In dus w ere descried
ahead,an d attw elv e o'clock the steam er an chored n ear the P alin urus;n othin g of lan d
w as tobe seen butthe lon g low san dban k ,an da beacon lan dm ark ,builtapparen tly to
aboutfourfeethig h of pile w ork ,w ith a lozen g e-shapedtarg etatthe sum m it.A m ore
dreary prospectw as n ev erexhibited;an dcon siderin g ,as w e m ay,that,exceptin g w hat
the P ortug uese m ay hav e don e,oursisprobably the firstarm am en tw hich hasappeared

toforce a w ay up the In dus sin ce the fleetof N earchus sailedout,tw othousan dyears
ag o, w e m ay safely con jecture in addition , thata m ore un prom isin g coastfor the
disem bark ation of an arm y has been seldom approached or leftsin ce thatday by an y
fleetof tran sports.

A bouttw en ty coun try boats,av erag in g probably from tw en ty-fiv e tothirty ton s,w ere
prepared for the disem bark ation ;an d the H an n ah,w hich had firstarriv ed w ith the
En g in eer Corps,w as cleared of ev ery in div idual,an d ev ery article shipped on board

her,in a few hours.B uoys an dlan dm ark s w ere placedtog uide the boats in tothe riv er,
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w hose low m uddy ban k sw ere scarcely perceptible abov e the w ater:the boats sailin g in
w ere seen w in din g their w ay in to the in terior,follow in g the tortuous course of w hat
seem ed to be the m ostcrook ed riv er in the w orld. A v illag e of fisherm en 's huts
appearedaboutfiv e m iles in lan d,an dm an y m asts of sm all v essels in ev ery partof the

riv er.

The tw o ships w e had passed in the m orn in g cam e slow ly in w ith the ev en in g sea-
breeze an dan chored n earus;an dorders w ere in stan tly issuedfor the disem bark ation
of the 2n dor Q ueen 's Royals,an dthe 5th reg im en tof N ativ e In fan try.The m ore early
arriv al of ourtran sportsthan w e hadexpected,an dthe facility w ith w hich the En g in eer
Corps had been disem bark ed,seem ed to show thatdifficulties had been an ticipated
w hich w e hadn otfoun d,an dg av e usfairhopesforthe future.

O urapproach tothis coastw as n otw ithoutits fav orable om en :tw on ativ e boats,laden
chiefly w ith fem ale passen g ers,proceedin g on a caste w eddin g erran dtoM an dav ie,in
Kutch,w ere,throug h m isfortun e orm ism an ag em en t,upseton the barof the In dus;the
H an n ah tran sporthad an chored in sig ht,an d her boats w ere im m ediately low ered to
assistthe sufferers.Throug h the stren uousex ertion sof Captain M 'Greg orof thatv essel,
an d L ieuten an tCarless of the In dian n av y, w ho w as fortun ately on board, ev ery

in div idual of the crew s an d passen g ers of the tw o botillas w as sav ed. The n atural
feelin g s of B ritish seam en w ere n ew to the n ativ es of S in dh, an d such alacrity in
person al exposure an d labor for the ben efitof stran g ers w as in explicable."You hav e
com e,"saidthe chief m atron of the rescuedparty,"tocon querS in dh;an d,Godis g reat!
you deserv e tocon querit."

Ithas sin ce been Captain M 'Greg or's fortun e tobe w reck edhim self;an dhis g oodship
the H an n ah lost,alm oston the sam e spotw here w e an chored;the shiftin g san ds of the

riv erhav in g throw n upa ban k ,w here thisofficer,the m ostexperien cedperson w e had,
an d the bestacquain ted w ith this coast,hadoften passed w ith ten fathom s'w ater.N o
m an of his class can be m ore respected or esteem ed than Captain M 'Greg or,an d all
sym pathized w ith him in his heav y m isfortun e w hen the n ew s of the occurren ce
reachedB om bay.

THE HUJAMRY.

N ov em ber 27th, 1838.— The P ag ettran sport, hav in g on board the 5th reg im en tof
B om bay N ativ e In fan try, an chored in the H ujam ry a few m in utes before sun set,
follow ed by the S yden w ith her M ajesty's 2n d Royals.A s these v essels an chored,the
reg im en tal drum sbeatoff forsun set,— the firstB ritish drum son the In dus.

A s the sun w en tdow n w here the In dus'flood
Rolla forth its turbidan dtroubledw ater,
A n dO cean recoils form an y a rood
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Earth-stain 'dby the m ig hty tribute broug hther,
O uran chors w ere dropt,ourm asts w ere bare,
W e hadreach'dthe ren ow n edstream of In d,
O urfreig htw as a host,an douron ly care
Todischarg e thatfreig hton the shore of S in dh.

A tthatsun sethour,o'erthe In dus'w ater,
Firstecho'dthe roll of the B ritish drum :
W hatbodedthatdrum ? diditbreathe outslaug hter,
A n druin ,an dw rath,an dw ron g tocom e?
S carce a ripple w as heardon the risin g tide,
S carce a breath in air;all w as still,sav e the rattle
O f thatstern drum ,an ditspake in its pride
O f all thatprecedes an dfellow s battle.

'Tw as the ev en in g drum of the sun sethour;
A n dw elcom e its peal of duty don e
Tothe soldierin cam poreastledtow er,
W herev erhis ten torg arrison .
Tous 'tw as n om ore than the w on tedsoun d,
A n dun heededitfell on the listen er's ear,
A s due tothe hour;an dhisfan cy foun d
N ostartlin g presag e of hope orfear.

B utw hatsaidthe an g el of S in dh,w hohun g
S elf-poisedin air,en thron edin cloud,
W hen the B ritish drum forthe firsttim e run g
O n the In dus'floodits alarum loud?
Rejoicedhe,orsig h'dhe,thatan g el form ?
W as his heav en ly g lan ce in joy orsorrow
W hen he thoug htof the past? w as itcalm orstorm
H is propheticv iew beheldforthe m orrow ?

I'v e been youn g ,an dam old,an dm y life bath been
W here atm orn an dev e bath peal thatdrum ;
N orbath m y earheard,n orm y eye yetseen ,
ThatEn g lan d's rule bodedruin an dg loom .
Itbath spreado'erthe lan d,n on e k n ow eth how ,—
Itbath sun k its deep-root,n on e k n ow eth w hither;
A n dev ery oppon en tbath bow 'dhim low
B efore the decree thatbroug htithither.

A n dw as it,this m ig hty m arv el,rear'd
Forg oodorforill? w as its am ple v erg e
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Throw n tothe w in ds tobe lov edorfesz'd,
A s the blessedbeen ,orthe scorpion scourg e?
L ook'dthe Gen ius of In dfrom the H im la'a sn ow s
O n M ahom edof Ghizn i's m usterm orn
W ith a sm ile of joy? Guzeratstill show s
W hatfollow 'dthe blastof the M oslem horn .

From C han drapati,destan y'dan dbon ed,
ToS om n ath P uttan in Kattyw ar,
Thatlan d-floodof ruin o'erw helm 'dan dupturn 'd
W hatev eritm etin its ruthless w ar;
A n dev ery lav a-g ush thatbath burst
From the w ildv olcan oes of Khorasan ,
Thro'eig hthun dredyears thatthe M oslem hath curst
The n eig hborin g reg ion s of H in dustan .

H av e been butthe robbers'fran ticforay,
H av e leftn otrace butthe robbers'ruin ;
A n dthe Gen ius of hidon the H im alay
H ath w epto'erhis people's bloodan dun doin g .
W hen raisedthe M aratha his din g y flag ,
A n dtram pledthe M oslem un derfoot,
B y each riv erstream ,an deach castledcrag ,
From S outhern M ysore toP an iput.

D idthe stern Gossain ,w hom S hiv aji's race
A ssem bledan dledin theircon querin g course,
H eal the festerin g w oun ds? w as there balm in the trace
The D iakan i leftof his charg in g horse?
A h!w oe forthe tim idsubduedH in du!
The ban ditchief an dhis soldiery
S eek on ly toreapw hatthe w eakersow ,
A n dm ock attheirv ictim 's m isery.

N og ain tothe peasan tbehin dhis ploug h,
N opeace tothe cot,— n oshelterin g tree
Forthe in juredtoseek repose below ,
A ppear'din the n ativ e dyn asty.
B utw hatsaidthe Gen ius of In dw hen stood
The firstof E n g lan d's son s on the stran d,
L ike the P atriarch fordin g thro'Jordan 's flood,
A lon ely m an w ith butstaff in han d?

P redestin edw as he toa happierhoue.
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A n dthus w as ourEn g lan d's red-cross bossier
Foreseen in herfuture pom pof pow er,
W hen the Gen ius of In dfirstlook'dupon her.
H e saw the M oslem 's destroyin g sw ord
Toredden in g fires forthe ploug h-share g iv en ;
H e saw the P in dari's scatterin g horde
From the g roan in g lan dlike the w ildw olv es driv en .

H e saw the m ysterious Thag ie trade,
The fearfulleststain of bloodthate'erfell
O n the w on derin g w orld,un v eil'd,display'd,
A n dthe g ibbetadorn 'dw ith the dog s of hell
H e saw the fun eral fire redeem 'd
From the S utee's abhorr'dself-sacrifice;
A n dthe H ajput's childm ore dearesteem 'd
Tothe state,than she seem 'din herparen ts'eyes.

W hosaith thatourEn g lan dhath n othin g don e
Forthis Eastern w orld? O h!'tis falsely said
W hen all thatthe sun n ow rises on
S ees rapin e subdued,an dm urderstay'd.
B uthath En g lan ddon e all— is herm ission en ded!
O h n o!oh n o!she hath yettobrig hten
The m oral darkn ess w ith m iseries blen ded,
"Tobin dupan dheal,— toliftupan den lig hten ."

D oth the Gen ius of In d,surv eyin g his lan d,
S ee this in fairprog ress? A h w oe!tis true,
The harv estis ripe,butourfirst-fruitsstan d
S carce touch'din the fieldby the labourers few !

The harv est's L ordin his ow n g oodtim e
W ill call tothe w ork the m aster-spirits;
N orthin k ye thatTruth,in its m arch sublim e,
S hall pause till all In dits fruitin herits.

B utye,by w hose m an date ourB ritish drum
Firstsen tits loudroll o'erthe In dus'w ater,
D istin g uish ye sig n s of the tim e tocom e
In w hatIn ddisplays of all Truth hath taug hther?
O h,blin dtothe future,if drum an dsw ord
B e all thatyourv ision con tem plate I
M ay the w arn in g v oice n otrem ain un heard,
Till the w arn in g v oice shall be heardtoolate.
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CHAPTER II

S erv ices of M r.Farish as Gov ern or of B om bay.— C apt.O utram 's activ ity in procurin g cam els
for the arm y.— D isem barkation — C han g in g character of the chan n el of the In dus.— C apabilities
of the harbor of Karachi.— N ativ e Fishery.— A ston ishm en tof N ativ es atB ritish pun ctuality of
paym en t,w hen dom in an t— The A urora baroque adrift.— O urM ate's joke upon the occasion .

TH E B om bay Gov ern m en tw ere g uideden tirely by the Com m an der-in -chief in all that
relatedtothe date of his Excellen cy's departure,he hav in g fixedthe day him self,an din

all their,arran g em en tsforthe em bark ation ;an dby Colon el P ottin g erin all thatreferred
tothe disem bark ation :an d they w ere in structed by the S uprem e Gov ern m en ttobuild
their relian ce chiefly on the B en g al com m issariat;probably to sav e the expen se an d
delays of sen din g stores from B om bay by sea,an d tran sportin g them throug h S in dh,
w hen the sam e could be don e in less tim e,an d m ore econ om ically,from the frien dly
fertile districtsof the P un jab.

These are facts thatrequire tobe k n ow n ;form uch obloquy w as attem ptedtobe caston
on e of the ablestan d m osten erg etic m en thatev er presided ov er the Gov ern m en tof
B om bay,acciden tally,in a crisis of g reatim portan ce an dg reatdifficulty.The lam en ted
dem ise of S ir RobertGran thad m ade M r. P arish, then sen ior m em ber of Coun cil,
Gov ern orof B om bay atthis period;an dn om an ev erbroug htm ore sin g le-heartedn ess
or rig ht-m in dedn ess,m ore in dustry,or m ore an xiety for the public g ood,to his hig h
fun ction s.The om ission of his n am e,— w hen hon ors w ere con ferredon L ords A uck lan d
an d Kean e for serv ices in w hich he w as "an able coadjutor," an d on S irs M 'N aug hton

an d— P ottin g er,his jun iors,an din feriors in capacity as w ell as in place,— w as feltby
all w hok n ow thistruly g oodm an ,an dfaithful serv an tof Gov ern m en t,a publicin jury.

Ishall n otdetain the readerw ith all thatw as saidon the subjectof the departure of the
troops from B om bay, n or respectin g the site selected for the disem bark ation . S ir
A lexan derB urn es,w hok n ew m ore of S in dh an dthe In dus than an y otherperson that
could hav e been con sulted,had recom m en ded Karachi as the poin tthatshould hav e

been firstoccupied:buthis superior k n ow ledg e an d better judg m en tw ere ov erruled;
an d the stran g e projectof sen din g the arm y by boats up the In dus w as seriously,I
believ e,recom m en dedan dcon tem plated,un til foun dim practicable."The m oral effect,"
as itw as term ed,of this riv er procession ,prog ressin g lik e the L ord M ayor's show ,
throug h S in dh,w as g rav ely en larg ed on ,an d n otaban don ed un til itw as foun d that
boats could n otbe procured in the In dus for the con v eyan ce of the m ere ordn an ce
stores of the arm y. W e afterw ards learn t, w ith a pain ful experien ce, that, w hen
procured,the laborious an d tardy n av ig ation ag ain stthe curren tren dered w hatev er

w asem bark edon the riv eran im pedim en tan da v exation .
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The subsequen tev en ts m ostfully dem on strated thatKarachi should hav e been the
poin tselected;an d Ihav e been told thatL ord Kean e him self,on his return ,expressed
the sam e opin ion .Ik n ow person ally thathis in struction s w ere tolan don the leftban k

of the H ujam ry,an d thatbe selected the rig htban k him self,after prev ious in quiry on
his arriv al toascertain w hetheran y local cause ren dereditn ecessary forthe arm y tobe
desig n edly shutupin the cul-de-sacof the D elta.

A v ery larg e portion of the cam els procured forthe arm y w ere receiv edfrom Karachi,
an dw ere broug hten tirely throug h the activ ity an dzeal of Captain O utram from then ce
toourcam patB ahm in ak ote.D etachm en ts of troops sev eral m on ths afterw ards crossed
from Karachi to the In dus w ithoutdifficulty or real in con v en ien ce,or an y of those

fatig ues an dn ig htm arches w hich the arm y afterw ards un derw en tw ithouta rem ark or
a com plain t.A s n o resistan ce,how ev er,w as m ade,the serious ev ils thatm ig hthav e
resultedw ere n ev erfelt,an dthe m in oron es w e didsufferw ere soon forg otten ;an dyet
itis scarcely possible thatan y arm y can ev er hav e disem bark ed on a foreig n coastfor
w hom solittle of all the n ecessary preparation s hadbeen m ade by those w hose duty it
w astohav e m ade them .

The A g en tfor tran sports, w hose duty itw as to prepare for an d superin ten d the
reception of the fleet,an d the collection s of shore-boats for the disem bark ation of the
troops,didn otarriv e un til the ev en in g of the 30th N ov em ber,exactly a w eek afterthe
leadin g shiphadan choredatthe H ujam ry.

The resultof this had been ,thatthe sen ior n av al officer,L ieuten an tP orter,could n ot
tak e upon him self the risk of squabbles w ith sk ippers,an d the hazards of in suran ce
respon sibilities.The com m an ders of the tran sports w ere un con trolled,an d did w hat

seem ed bestin their ow n eyes;an chored w here they pleased,an d w here they fan cied
they w ere safest,an datsuch distan ces as addedg reatly tothe exposure of the troops in
lan din g ,an d delayed exceedin g ly the m ostim portan tof all m ilitary operation s,the
im m ediate collection of a force sufficien tfor its ow n protection .A n en em y in fron t
w ouldhav e exposedthe characterof ourproceedin g sin itstrue lig ht.

The A g en tfor tran sports appeared late atn ig hton the 30th N ov em ber,an d the n ext

m orn in g presen tedthe busy scen e w hich oug httohav e com m en cedsom e days before.
The ships'boats,w hich hadrem ain edidle,w ere n ow orderedout;an in creasedn um ber
of shore-boats w ere obtain ed;an d the disem bark ation ,w hich had prev iously been left
tothe sk ippers of the tran sports,orthe com m an din g officers of reg im en ts,com m en ced
in earn est,un derthe superv ision of an experien cedn av al officer.

N othin g could be m ore con tradictory than the statem en ts w hich firstreached us
respectin g the disposition of the Gov ern m en tof the coun try:on the on e han d itw as

ev iden t that open hostility w as n ot m editated, as the shore-boats appeared to
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disem bark the troops; butthen , on the con trary, n o supplies w ere ready, or, as it
seem ed,procurable;an d the Residen t's assistan t,L ieuten an tEastw ick ,on his journ ey
from H yderabad, had been in sulted an d pelted as he disem bark ed atThattah. The
A m eers w ere described as hav in g held a D urhbar w ith Colon el P ottin g er, to hav e

appearedin arm or,show n a haug hty dem ean or,an duseda hig h ton e of preten sion an d
defian ce.Un der an y circum stan ces,their w ishes w en tfor n othin g :the disem bark ation
of the troops,an d prov ision s for tw om on ths,tobe in depen den tof the shore bazaars,
w as v ig orously carried on ; an d Gen eral W iltshire form ed his cam p, w ith the 2n d
Q ueen 's Royals an d 5th reg im en tof N ativ e In fan try,on the w estshores of the In dus,
aboutfourteen m ilesfrom the an chorag e,an dfiv e m ilesbelow V ik k ur.

The av erag e tim e occupiedby the boats em ployedin the disem bark ation w as aboutsix

hours betw een the ships an dthe cam p;an ditrequireda w hole day fora fleetof boats
toarriv e from V ik k ur,tak e a freig htof m en an dtheirbag g ag e,an dreturn tothe cam p.
The shore boats w ere sm all botillas,of n early the sam e build as the Guzeratboats,
exceptthatthe stern is loftier an d stron g er;the sides are builtup w ith bam boo-w ork ,
an d the sail is n o:thin g m ore than a larg e sim ple sheet,un altered sin ce the date of
N earchus:the av erag e ton n ag e seem s to hav e been abouteig hty k an dies,or tw en ty
ton s,thoug h som e appearedaboutdouble thatsize.

The capabilities of the H ujam ry m outh of the In dus for n av ig ation seem tohav e been
un derrated. The larg e pattim ars from B om bay, of three hun dred to four hun dred
k an dies,hav in g on boardfrom tw en ty totw en ty-fiv e horses each,w en tov erthe barat
the m outh of the riv er athalf-flood w ithoutan y in jury or acciden tw hatev er: this
prov ed of the m ostessen tial im portan ce, as the lan din g of the cav alry horses, by
tran sshippin g them from the larg e boats tosm alleron es,tobe con v eyedupthe riv er,as
itw as ex pectedw ouldhav e been n ecessary,w ould hav e been a tedious process,an d m ust

hav e been atten ded w ith in fin ite labor an dm an y acciden ts.The soun din g s on the bar
g av e n in e feetatlow w ater,w ith a rise of n in e feetatflood;an dthe depth of the riv er
w ithin the bar as far as the cam p,w hich w as below the upper bar,n ear V ik k ur,g av e
n ow here lees than fifteen feetatlow w ater.This is v ery far superior to the n av ig able
capabilities of the Tapty orthe N urbudda.B utthe ev er-chan g in g chan n el of the In dus
leav es n ocertain ty in an y on e season ,orev en m on th,of w hatitis lik ely tobe the n ext
the v astquan tity of siltw ith w hich the w aters are loadedform s,in som e operation s of

the w eatheran dthe stream ,a ban k here an da barthere,w hich otheroperation s of the
sam e an tag on istpow ers rem ov e,an d lodg e elsew here;an d den y the In dus,lik e the
N ile,an y safely n av ig able outlet.

W hen ev eroursystem of com m ercial in ter-course shall hav e com e in tooperation ;w hen
our troops hav e in sured the security of the riv er,an dour expen diture has produced a
n ew aspectin the m ark ets,an dof the "circulatin g m edium ;"w hen ourm erchan ts hav e
establishedag en cies in S in dh,an dthe P un jab,an dA fg han istan ,an dthe trade is really

w hatitoug htto be, an d m ustbecom e, if n o political error in terv en e, w e shall be
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com pelledtolook toKarachias the A lexan dria of the In dus,the em porium of the riv er,
an dof the v astreg ion tow hich itopen s the com m un ication .The harborof Karachiis at
on ce a g oodhav en ,an drig htly situated;an da v ery triflin g outlay w ouldreopen the old
outletof the Garra Creek ,an den able this A lexan dria forthe v alley of the In dus an dits

tributaries,an d for all Cen tral A sia,to becom e,n extto B om bay,the m ostim portan t
position on the w estern coastof In dia.

A subsequen tk n ow ledg e of Karachi harbor has m ade m e w on der thatits v alue w as
n ev erascertain eddurin g the w ar,an dthe place resortedtoby Fren ch cruisers from the
M auritius.O n e ortw ofrig ates appearin 1808 an d1809 tohav e n early don e w hatthey
pleased in the In dian seas;an d seem to hav e required on ly the refug e of som e such
hav en as Karachi for w ood,w ater,an d prov ision s,tohav e com pleted the block ade of

B om bay,or atall ev en ts tohav e in terrupted its com m un ication w ith the P ersian Gulf.
A s respects the future,the cotton an d in dig o of S in dh,an d the w ool an d m adder of
Kabul, are bulk y as w ell as v aluable articles; an d w ill require m an y, v ery m an y
thousan d ton s of shippin g ,an d m ustere lon g add essen tially tothe coastan d foreig n
trade of B om bay.

The absen ce of sea-birds form s a sin g ular traitin the character of the In dian seas;

scarcely a sin g le liv in g thin g appeared in the sk y abov e,or the sea below ,betw een
B om bay an d the In dus. The g ig an tic albatross an d the sea-pig eon s roam to m an y
hun dred m iles from the coastof A frica;here,w ithin four m iles of the m uddy ban k s,
on ly a v ery few sea-birds hov eredroun dus.B y the help of g lasses,w e coulddiscov er
flock sof flam in g oeson the distan tbeach,butthey n ev ertrav elledseaw ard.

The fleets of fishin g -boats on ly on on e occasion broug htus fish fitforfood:thisw as n ot
the faultof the fishery,as w as afterw ards ascertain ed in the days of peace atKarachi,

butthe un settled state of the coun try,an d the ig n oran ce of the poor fisherm en of our
pun ctuality in paym en t;a proceedin g ,by the stron g er party tow ard the w eak er,so
apparen tly un n atural toa S in dian ,thatitw as the m ostdifficulttotheircom prehen sion
of all ourpeculiarities.They describedthe shoals of codtobe m ig ratory;thaton som e
occasion s a sin g le boatw ouldtak e a hun dredin a n ig ht,an dthatatotherperiods n ota
dozen in a w eek .

The cod-soun ds,describedasthe lun g sorair-v esselsof the fish,are cutout,an dthe fish
itself throw n aw ay,n otbein g eatable:these (soun ds are dried,an d sold atthe rate of
three fora rupee,forexportation toChin a.W hen dried,they are lik e lum psof g lue;an d
form ,w ith the g um m y birds'n ests,an d shark fin s,& c.,the g lutin ous luxury of the
Chin ese g ourm an ds,w ho seem ig n oran tof the sim ple factthatall g luten of an im al
m atterm ay be boileddow n toan y particularcon sisten ce required,an dthatthe stren g th
of the jelly thatresults depen ds upon the quan tity an d the boilin g .In referen ce tothis
m ark et,the salopm isriof Ghizn i,a bulbous rootn otun lik e a sm all turn ip,an ddriedin
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the sun for exportation ,w ill be a v aluable farm in g a fin er an d richer jelly than arrow -
rootorsag o.

H is Excellen cy the Com m an der-in -Chief soon foun d thathe had leftB om bay ten days

soon er than he had an y occasion for.H ad he sen tthe steam er w ith troops,an d the
A g en tfortran sports,an dallow edhertoreturn forhim self an dperson al staff he w ould
hav e foun don his arriv al thathe hadsom ethin g todobeyon dbein g a spectatorof the
disem bark ation : as it w as, he detain ed the steam er m erely for his person al
accom m odation ,he rem ain in g on board,an d she atan chor,from N ov em ber 27th to
D ecem ber 3rd;w hereas,had he w aited a fortn ig htin B om bay,itm ig hthav e broug ht
an dlan deda reg im en t,an dbeen sen ttoM an darie tobrin g upthe 23rdB om bay N ativ e
In fan try an dFootA rtillery durin g thatperiod,an dthen hav e return edtoB om bay an d

broug htuphisExcellen cy ag ain ,before the cam pon shore couldhav e been form edan d
preparedforan y forw ardm ov em en t.

The m ostim portan tcon tin g en cies of a harbor,an d in m aritim e in suran ce g en erally,
appear to hin g e on sin g ularly un certain an d apparen tly triflin g occurren ces.O n the
ev en in g of the 30th N ov em ber,the A urora barque,of six hun dredton s,saileduptoour
an chorag e,an dtriedtotak e upa position ;on reachin g a spotbetw een the M alcolm an d

L ady East,tran sports,the w in d,w hich had been dyin g aw ay,sudden ly fell calm ,a
stron g tide run n in g ,an d driv in g her on the M alcolm .The latter v eered outher chain -
cable as faras she could,an dthe A urora letg oherforesail aback ,tog etw hatw in dshe
could tog iv e her stern w ay,an d thus barely cleared the M alcolm ;butfrom then ce she
driftedon the Tapty.W e v eeredoutall the cable w e had,an dshe in lik e m an n erbarely
cleared our head, an d drifted pastus, n early g razin g our sides; an d, butfor g reat
alacrity an d m an ag em en tin bracin g the yards,her jib-boom w ouldhav e carried aw ay
som e of ourrig g in g .Itw asreally a situation of som e an xiety an dexcitem en t;an dasthe

w in dw as all butperfectcalm ,an dthe A urora w as a m ere hulk on the tide,ourescape
w asev iden tly m ore g oodluck than g oodm an ag em en t.

Jack Tar,un derall circum stan ces,m usthav e his jok e.A s this hug e hulk driftedslow ly
pastus,an dbarely clearedus,the com m otion an d outcry on herdeck s,crow dedw ith
her M ajesty's 17th reg im en t,w as on e w ild scen e of con fusion an d clam or:in our little
g un -brig n ota breath w as heardbutthe w ordof com m an d,an dthe footsteps of those

w hoobeyedit.W hen the dan g erw asov er,"A particularpreciouspretty fellow ,that'ere
Captain Fig g in s!"saidourm ate:"Iw ish tog oodn ess thathis m otherdidbutk n ow that
he w asout!"
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CHAPTER III.

E v ils of superfluous B ag g ag e.— The Rem edy.— D etails of the D isem barkation . — L oss of a
botilla,w ith six teen artillery-horses:the C rew sav ed.— P assag e of our party upthe riv er tothe
C am p.— O ur an chors.— O ccupation w hile atan chor.— C ritical situation of a larg e botilla.—
L an din g of ourparty.— H ujam ry bran ch orthe In dus.— Im portan ce of Karachi.— A dv an tag es
tobe ex pectedfrom open in g the n av ig ation of the In dus.

TH E disem bark ation of an arm y on a hostile coastm ustbe con sideredas an operation
that lev els all distin ction s, ev erythin g except the soldier an d his arm s bein g an
en cum bran ce;sothatthe officercan on ly lan dasthe priv ate lan ds,w ith hisequipm en ts
in his han ds or on his back , an d his m ess-prov ision s atten ded to by the g en eral
com m issariat.This m ustn odoubthav e been the routin e of the P en in sularexpedition s;
an din such cases an arm y of fifty thousan dm en w ouldhav e been m ov edw ith g reater
facility than a div ision of six thousan dm en can stirin In dia.

The differen ce of clim ate m ustm ak e n o triflin g addition to the bag g ag e of an arm y
w ithin the tropics;but,w ithoutreferen ce to thatessen tial differen ce,the quan tity of
un n ecessary ten ts an dfurn iture w hich appearin the train of an In dian cam pform s the
m ostseriousim pedim en tstoitsm ov em en ts.

The rem edy forthis w ouldof course be a g en eral order,dispen sin g w ith the m usterof
ten ts w hen on field-serv ice;prohibitin g m ore than on e sm all ten tforev ery tw oorfour

officers,asthe case m ay be m ore orlessem erg en t,an da slig htin crease tobe g ran tedby
Gov ern m en tto the m ess-allow an ce of reg im en ts on field-serv ice, to secure a m ess
establishm en ton a sufficien tfootin g tobe able toaffordloan s of n ecessaries toofficers
w hom ay be detached,an dsav e the en cum bran ce an dexpen se of each in div idual bein g
burden edw ith a cam p-case,liquor-bask ets,& c.,an daddition al serv an tsof hisow n .The
hospital stores,too,are quadruple w hatis n ecessary;an dthe factthatreg im en ts carry
larg e slipper-baths of copper an d block tin ,w ill aton ce show our disreg ard to that
species of efficien cy w hich depen ds on lig htbag g ag e.The com m issariattrain surpasses

all estim ate,an dw ouldfarexceedthe belief of such officers as hadn ev erw itn essedthe
operation sof an In dian arm y.

A s respects the ordn an ce,there can be n o,question butthatourartillery w oulddecide
the fate of an y action w e shouldn ow be in v olv edin .B utitseem s stran g e thatthis arm
should be in creasin g in stren g th an d expen siv en ess precisely as our position seem s
stren g then ed;an dthat,too,w hilstourin fan try,soin dispen sably n ecessary forev en the

m ore m ilitia an d police routin e duties of our prov in ces,hav e been reduced below the
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actual calls of those subordin ate duties. The artillery corps of B en g al, M adras, an d
B om bay form a force w hich exceeds (especially the m ostexpen siv e,the horse-artillery)
the w hole Royal A rtillery of GreatB ritain atthatperiod of em erg en cy,in 1812,w hen
the w hole of Europe w as in arm s,an dN apoleon in his saddle todestroy us.Thisis that

speciesof householdm an ag em en tobserv able in certain fam ilies,w here the serv an tsare
den iedw holesom e food;butthe liv eries are g org eous an dthe plate m ag n iflque,an dthe

picture-g allery an dstatuesw orth a hun dredthousan dpoun ds!

The disem bark ation of the B om bay div ision of the arm y of the In dusw ouldhav e been a
v ery differen taffair,hadthere been the slig htestshadow of resistan ce in fron t;but,w ith
n othin g sav e the passiv e opposition of n atural obstacles,ourcourse w as atten dedw ith
n oseriousdifficulties.

B etw een thirty an dforty coun try boats,equal tocarryin g from fifty toon e hun dredm en
each,w ere ready for the use of the arm y.The ships w hored w ithin tw o m iles of the
outer bar,in sm ooth w ater;the shore-boats lay alon g side,an d receiv ed a few ton s of
bag g ag e an dtheircom plem en tof m en ,an dm ade the v oyag e from the an chorag e tothe
cam p in on e or tw o tides, as the w in d prov ed m ore or less fav orable. Thus ev ery
reg im en tw aseasily disem bark edin tw odays.

The 23rd reg im en t,w hich leftM an dav ie in Kutch on the 30th N ov em ber,reached the
an chorag e on the 3rdD ecem ber,an dn extday the botillascrossedthe barathig h w ater;
butbein g the larg estclass of coun try boats,of on e hun dredton s,theirprog ress up the
riv er required tw odays.S till,ev en these experien ced n o in con v en ien ce from w an tof
w ater,w hen the usual precaution s w ere usedof forbearin g toattem ptshallow s,except
athig h w ater.

O n e larg e botilla from B om bay,hav in g on board sixteen v aluable horses of the horse-
artillery, w as g roun ded on the bar from a foolish attem ptto cross, by m ean s of a
fav orable sea-breeze,ag ain stebb-tide.The resultw as a com plete w reck ,an dthe loss of
the horses,v alued atn early n in e thousan d rupees.The crew an d people,in cludin g
som e w om en an d children ,follow ers of the m en in atten dan ce on the horses,w ere all
sav ed.This un fortun ate occurren ce w as the on ly acciden tof the disem bark ation ,an d
w asun question ably ow in g tom ism an ag em en t.Fin ally,w e w ere fav oredby P rov iden ce

w ith n early a w hole m on th of un v aryin g m ild w eather,durin g the critical period in
w hich itw assoessen tially n ecessary atthe an chorag e,a perfectly open roadstead.

H isExcellen cy the Com m an der-in -Chief leftthe steam eratn in e o'clock A .M .of the 3rd
D ecem ber,in the cutter of the M alcolm ,an d w as row ed up the riv er to cam p.The
m ilitary staff either accom pan ied him ,or w ere in the laun ch of the Tapty.O ur w hole
party from the Tapty hadin ten dedtog oupatthe sam e tim e;butw e w ere disappoin ted
in the accom m odation boatprom isedus.Colon el Cam pbell an dM ajorKeith,therefore,
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on ly couldbe prov idedw ith a passag e,an dthe m edical departm en trem ain edtill n ext
day.

O n the 4th,the Rev eren d M r.P ig ott,chaplain ,D r.D on ,deputy m edical storek eeper,

an dthe w riterof thism em oir,leftthe Tapty in a coun try fishin g -boat,of aboutten ton s'
burthen ,m an n ed by an old m an an d tw o y oun g S in dian s.The w in d w as stron g an d
adv erse,w ith asm uch sw ell an dcom m otion of the sea asw e hadexperien cedsin ce our
arriv al.W e leftthe Tapty atn in e o'clock ,an d proceeded tobeattow in dw ard tocross
the bar.In this operation three tack s w ere m ade to starboard an d three to larboard,
crossin g an d re-crossin g the bar,an dactually g oin g aboutan d m ak in g the tack on the
v ery baritself,in lessthan a fathom w ater;an dyetev en un derthese circum stan ces,of a
fresh breeze an da sw ell from the sea,w e had n operilous surf;an dn ofurther m otion

than sim ply the rock in g an d tossin g toan d fro,sufficien ttoun settle the stom ach of a
lan dsm an .W e tw ice passedclose tothe m asts of the w reck edhorse-boat,the w hite flag
atthe m asthead still w av in g as g aily in the w in d as w hen she w eig hed an chor on the
v oyag e thusdoom edtobe herlast.

A thalf-pasttw elv e o'clock the tide had turn ed,an d our ag ed helm sm an w arn ed us of
the n ecessity of an chorin g ;butw e pressedhim totry tom ak e furtherprog ress,an dthe

resultw as thatw e w ere oblig edtoan chorw here itw as n otquite safe,abouthalf a m ile
south of the secon d buoy.H ere the m otion atan chor w as excessiv e;an d,as the tide
receded, itw as soon clear thatour an chor drag g ed, an d thatw e w ere slow ly but
certain ly driftin g upon break ers.O ur people w ere preparin g to drop an other an chor;
butas w e w ere already w ithin reach of the lon g roll from the baran dbreak ers,an dour
position dan g erous,w e adv ised them to w eig h an chor,an d m ak e sail back w ith the
fallin g tide,soas tom ov e in todeeperw ater.This w as easily don e;an dathalf paston e
o'clock w e an choredabouta furlon g w estof the secon dbuoy,in fifteen feetw ater.

O ur an chors are w orthy of record.O n e w as an iron g rapn el of eig htteeth,a v ery fair
article of the k in d;butthe other tw o w ere hug e flatston es,aboutthirty in ches lon g ,
tw en ty broad,an d three thick ,perforated w ith tw o holes,on e for the cable,an d the
otherfora stron g stick tobe jam m edthroug h toactasan an chor-fluk e,an dg iv e the flat
ston e a hold on the bottom .They probably w eig hed tw o hun dredw eig hteach;an d,
bein g both of them droptw ith the g rapn el,ourlittle sk iff rode outthe tide an dw in din

safety.

O uroccupation ,topassthe dreary hourson a rollin g sea an dun dera burn in g sun in an
open boat,w as characteristicof civ il life.A v olum e of Cow per's poem s bein g av ailable,
on e of the party readfor the am usem en tof the others;an d the opposite styles of John
Gilpin ,an dthe poem on receiv in g hism other'spicture,w ith otherdipsin tothe "w ell of
E n g lish un defiled,"w ere sufficien ttom ak e us forg etthe disag reeables of oursituation
on the m uddy curren tof the In dus.
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O n ce or tw ice a sin g ular appearan ce of the w ater w as observ able,apparen tly as if the
an tag on istpow ers of the riv er-floodan dthe ocean -tide w ere altern ately prev ailin g .The
superior stren g th of the riv er w as m ark ed by a sudden rush of the w ater in a short
dan cin g curren t,w ith tum ultuous little w av es break in g an d bubblin g lik e a boilin g

cauldron ,rushin g pastw ith a hissin g n oise;w hilstthe sea-w av e w as a lon g ,heav y,
m assy un dulation ,rollin g in w ard in a lon g sw eepin g body of w ater,an d break in g in
foam asiten dedw ith the roarof the break erslik e distan tthun der.

A bouttw o o'clock ,a larg e B om bay botilla,w hich had an chored n ear us,sen ta sm all
boatto m ak e in quiries from our people respectin g the chan n el,an d the place w here
they w ere an chored.The tide hadalready leftthem w ith on ly tw ofeetw atertospare;
an d,as itw as fallin g fast,they had ev ery reason toexpectthatin an hour m ore they

w ould g roun d.H appily the w in d had fallen calm ,an d there w as little m otion ,or the
v essel m usthav e struck the g roun d.The poorpeople in the botilla w ere doin g all they
could,sen din g outan an chorin theirboat,an dw arpin g in todeeperw ater;butn othin g
couldhav e sav edthem ,— they hadan choredon the v ery perilousedg e of the bar,— had
n otthe sea-breeze m ostprov iden tially setin for their rescue atthe v ery crisis of their
fate. A t half-past four o'clock , just as itw as apparen t that the poor botilla w as
g roun din g ,the sea-breeze setin ,softly sw eettousw how ere roastin g in the sun ,an das

a redeem in g an g el tothe crew of the botilla.They in stan tly spread theirim m en se sail,
an din ten m in utesadv an ceda couple of furlon g s,an dw ere safe.

W e hadbeen in n odan g er;butthe fairw in d,an dbalm y airfollow in g ,afterfiv e hours'
exposure tothe sultry sun an d g lare from the w ater,w ere abun dan tly refreshin g .In a
m om en touran choran dston es w ere liftedup,an doursail spread;an din less than half
an hour w e lostall sen se of the sea-sw ell,an d foun d ourselv es on the placid,lak e-lik e
w aters of the riv er.V astm ud-ban k s exten ded as far as the eye could reach on each

han d,an d flock s of sea an d riv er birds w ere feedin g in fellow ship upon them ;the
g ig an tic flam in g o,an d the larg er an d sm aller species of g ull,w ith duck s an d teal in
g reatn um bers.

The con trastbetw een ourev en in g an dm orn in g course w as lik e an ag e of retirem en tin
ease an dhon or,aftera y outh of trial,labor,an den duran ce.A s sw eetan dsofta zephyr
as ev er shook the blossom s of a tw ilig htg rov e w hen lov e,an d joy,an d hope w ere

m eetin g ,filled our sail;an d the w ater throug h w hich w e g lided w ithoutthe sen se of
m otion ,w asasg lassy ben eath asa v illag e pon d,an dscarcely disturbedtoa ripple ev en
by ourpassin g throug h it.

B utw e had n oteaten sin ce break fast;an d as the sun setw e betook ourselv es to our
bask et of prov en der, an d had the g ratification of a hearty m eal to close rig ht
com fortably the discom forts of the day.The failin g breeze ren dered itn ecessary to
an chor.N o n ig ht-g ear could be don n ed in a sm all open boat;butw e m ade the best

arran g em en tw e could,an dw ooedrepose.
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W hen w e w ere aw ok e ata quarterpasttw oo'clock afterm idn ig htw e foun dourv essel
w as secured to the ban k , an d the ten ts of our en cam pm en tappeared in the full
m oon lig htw ithin on e hun dredyards of us.N othin g couldbe m ore delig htful than the

lan din g ; steppin g from the boatto the ban k on a dry firm g roun d, an d hearin g
im m ediately thatour bag g ag e-boats had arriv ed from B om bay;thatour ten ts w ere
pitched,an dall preparedforourreception .O urbeds w ere in stan tly rem ov edfrom the
boattothe ten ts,an din less than an hourthe boatan dthe sea-sw ell w ere forg otten in
sleep;an d our firstn ig hton shore in the lan d of S in dh w as of the m ostrefreshin g
repose.

The H ujam ry bran ch of the In dus appearedatourplace of en cam pm en taboutas broad

as the Tham es atB attersea,an d had v ery m uch the sam e appearan ce on its ban k s —
low ,flat,an dm uddy.N othin g can exceedthe tortuousn ess of itscourse from the sea,to
w here itdiv erg es from the m ain bran ch,a few m iles below Thatta;the ben ds of the
riv er return in g after lon g reaches to alm ostthe iden tical spotfrom w hen ce the last
w in din g com m en ced.The depth of w ater both atthe en tran ce an d up the riv er far
exceeds the capabilities of the M hye or Tapty,or ev en the N urbudda,for n av ig ation ;
an d the B ritish Gov ern m en t appear to hav e been g atherin g husk s in In dia, an d

ov erlook in g the k ern el here,in n othav in g m ade an earlierdem on stration tosecure the
adv an tag esitm usthav e offeredthem .

D epots of stores an d w ell-equipped detachm en ts atKarachi,an d S uk k ur,an d D era
Ishm ael Khan ,w ill n oton ly place the n av ig ation of the w hole riv erin perfectsecurity,
butform an in v in cible barriertoan in v adin g arm y from the w est:n otthatthe In dus is
tobe reliedon as "a w etditch,full of w ater,"lik e the m oatof Ghizn i;butas a can al for
the easy an dcheapcon v eyan ce of heav y ordn an ce an dam m un ition ,an dotherm ilitary

stores,to the scen e of action ,w here an in v adin g arm y w ould fin d a w ell-equipped
artillery,w hich n o expen diture could en able them ,un der an y circum stan ces,to m eet
upon an ythin g lik e term sof equality.Toog reata v alue can n otpossibly be placedon the
possession of the harbor of Karachi,w hether as a m ilitary an d n av al station ,or in a
political an d com m ercial v iew ;an dev erythin g thatour Gov ern m en tcan doshould be
don e w ithoutdelay,toim prov e an dstren g then it.Itis the k ey of S in dh an dthe In dus,
an d of the approaches,eitherm ilitary orcom m ercial,toCen tral A sia.A lig hthouse on

the headlan d of M an oora, an d a pier on piles atthe lan din g -place, are the first
desiderata.The secon d an d third w ill be the im prov em en tof the Garra Creek ,an d a
can al toreun ite ittothe In dus,tom ak e Karachi w hatitw as in the days of A lexan der,
on the w estern outletof the In dus.

W e m ay n ow ,atleast,hope thatthe n oble can al of thisim m en se riv erisopen fortw elv e
hun dredm iles,tothe rich reg ion sof the P un jab an dKabul,an dthatthe portof B om bay
m ay becom e the em porium of an im portan ttraffic, con v eyed alon g its w aters, n ot

in feriorev en tually tow hatCalcutta n ow receiv es from the Gan g es.The open in g of the
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n av ig ation of the Gan g es form ed the g reatn ess of Calcutta,an d com bin ed w ith the
superioradv an tag esof B om bay todestroy S urat,w hich then ceasedtobe the em porium
of European trade w ith the k in g dom of the M og ul.The open in g of the In dus can on ly
affectthe in lan dtrade w estw ard;an dev en there itadm its of m ostplausible arg um en t

that,w hilstthe reg ion s of Cen tral A sia,by exportin g their raw products of w ool,an d
dyin g drug s, an d g um s, w ill be en abled to im port a thousan d-fold beyon d the
experien ce of pastag es,the v astin flux of w ealth w ill in crease,an d n otdim in ish,the
presen ttrade in fursan dotherRussian produce exchan g edforthe shaw lsof Cashm ere.
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CHAPTER IV.

D uplicity of the A m eers of S in dh.— P assiv e resistan ce.— D eten tion of the A rm y from w an tof
cam els an dboats.— S uicide of a youn g O fficer.— M arch of the A rm y.— Julalkote.— P erfection of
M ilitary E n g in eerin g .— S um arakote.— Eig ht deaths from C holera.— W estern bran ch of the
In dus.— N ativ e Irrig ation .— S hrin e of P eer P utts.— C han g edcharacter of our road.— Ruin s of
an an cien tC ity.— Tatty;its presen tdecayedstate.— En cam pm en tthere.— Im m en se cem etery.
— A B eloochy sm ug g ler, attem ptin g to escape, is shotby the sen try.— M editation s in the
cem etery.

TH E A m eersof S in dh,thoug h toocon scious of theirin ability toresistthe lan din g of the
arm y toofferan y open hostility,w ere toofarfrom bein g g ratifiedw ith the presen ce of
B ritish troops in the coun try to om itev ery species of cov ertan d passiv e resistan ce in
their pow er.Thus,boun dless prom ises w ere m ade w ithoutthe slig htestin ten tion of
fulfillin g an y partthereof;an dtheirun derlin g s in ev ery departm en t,an dev ery district

an d v illag e,w ere m ade fully aw are of theirw ishes:an d these w ere m ostfully carried
in to effectby deceiv in g an d m isleadin g the Q uarter-m aster Gen eral's departm en t;by
m isin form in g an dthw artin g the com m issariat;an dg en erally by thatprocessof den yin g
n othin g ,an dyetof supplyin g n othin g ,an dren derin g itn ecessary forthe arm y attim es
to carry ev en g rass for the cav alry horses, w hich, thoug h itoffered n o han dle for
com plain t,w as feltm ore in juriously than open hostility.A bitter reck on in g w ill,n o
doubt,follow forthis m istak en policy;w hich,in an idle attem pttotrim betw een fearof

opposin g an d un w illin g n ess to assist,has actually throw n aw ay the shield,an d yet
m ade the sw ordn ecessary.

O ur halton the ban k of the H ujam ry w as prolon g ed toD ecem ber 24,solely from the
w an tof cam els an d boats,w hich had been prom ised to be ready ag ain stour arriv al.
These w ere n oton ly n otready,butthe local authorities atKarachi had prev en ted the
m erchan ts from sen din g eig hthun dred cam els w hich they had en g ag ed w ith the
com m issariat to supply; an d the A m eers of M eerpore had, w ith less-disg uised

opposition ,actually detain edsix hun dredcam elson route from Kutch tojoin the arm y.

The un paralleled activ ity an d en erg ies of Captain O utram had been dev oted in aid of
those w ho oug htto hav e foreseen an d prov ided ag ain stthese difficulties.H e leftthe
an chorag e atthe H ujam ry,an d proceeded toM an dav ie;w hen ce he trav elled toB hooj,
an dlaboredatthe Kutch D urhbartocarry poin tsw hich shouldn eitherhav e been leftto
this late hour,n oryetlefttohis m an ag em en t.H av in g surpassedall expectation in w hat

he w as able to effect,he re-em bark ed atM an dav ie,an d sailed to Karachi,w here he
lan ded,an d trav elled across the coun try,an d rejoin ed us atThatta.To him chiefly,if
n oten tirely,is tobe ascribedthe m eritthaton the 22n ditw as reportedthata sufficien t
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n um berof cam elshadbeen assem bled:an dordersw ere issuedforthe arm y tom arch in
tw odiv ision s;the firstcon sistin g of half the cav alry an dartillery,an dsecon dbrig ade of
in fan try,on the 24th;the secon d div ision ,or rem ain der of the force,un der Gen eral
W iltshire,on the 26th,w ith the in ten tion toreach Thatta in fourm arches.

Four larg e flat-bottom ed boats,estim ated tobe capable of con tain in g forty each,w ere
appropriatedforthe con v eyan ce of the sick ;butatthe m om en tof em bark ation ,thoug h
a fifth sm all boatw as w ith som e difficulty procured,the sick of the fourth troop of
horse-artillery,w hich corps w as n otin ten ded tom ov e for som e days,w ere oblig ed to
be left behin d. Field-surg eon P in hey, w ith tw o assistan t surg eon s, an d a full
com plem en tof hospital establishm en t, w as appoin ted to the charg e of the floatin g
hospital.

A m ore n oisy scen e of bustle an dcon fusion w as n ev erexhibitedthan the distribution of
the cam els. O n e thousan d fiv e hun dred w ere supplied for the com m issariatby a
H in doo S in dhi m erchan t,N ao M ull,lon g con n ected w ith the B ritish Gov ern m en tas
n ativ e ag en tof the Gov ern m en tatKarachi:the hire of these w asfixedatabouteig hteen
rupees,B om bay curren cy,per m on th;w ith a stipulation thatGov ern m en tshould pay
fifty rupees for each thatshould perish by peril of the en em y or catastrophes of w ar.
There w ere furtherupw ards of six hun dredcam els sen tby the Raow ,orchief of Kutch,

in charg e of a Jem idar,an dhiredon the sam e term s.

In such an assem blag e som e,of course,w ere g ood for n othin g :of eig htassig n ed to
m yself,three w ere literally in com peten ttoan y labor;an d,in steadof each bein g equal to
disposin g of four hun dredw eig ht,I foun d itn extto im possible to startm y bag g ag e,
w hich w ouldn otin Guzerathav e been toom uch forsix cam els.Itcostm y serv an ts an d
the poorcam els n early fiv e hourstoloadan dstartthem .

A thalf-pastn in e o'clock they atlastcom m en cedm y firstm arch in S in dh;an dIshall n ot
easily forg etthe scen e of turm oil, an d n o little v exation , w hich accom pan ied this
tedious an dm ostn oisy process.There is scarcely a m ore disag reeable soun dthan that
of the cam el's outrag edfeelin g s w ith w hich he g roan s an dg rum bles an dresen ts ev ery
fresh addition to his load,an d ev ery tug an d pull upon the ropes thatform the rude
fasten in g of his hug e burthen :itcon v eys a distin ctidea of reproach an drem on stran ce,

an disutteredin such loudan ddiscordan tton es,thata cam el-m an m usthav e a heartof
ston e tobe able toen dure it.

W ith daybreak of the 24th w e had the usual m ilitary an n oun cem en ts of a m arch;an d
w ith daylig htIrose toleav e a g roun dan da locality w hich,by n oextrav ag an ce of lov e
for the n atal soil,could in m y opin ion ev er becom e dear to the m ostm orbid-m in ded
patriot:itw as n oton ly dism al an ddreary in the extrem e,— the horizon ,n ow here a m ile
distan t,bein g frin g edw ith tam arisk bushes,an dthe airalw ays cloudedw ith dust;but

ithad fixed pain ful recollection s of its ow n .D urin g our stay here,a youn g officer of
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g reatprom ise,an d deserv edly v ery popular in his reg im en t,had com m itted suicide
w ithoutan y assig n able cause; un less som e lurk in g disease of the brain should be
supposedtobe the real orig in of the m en tal depression w hich thus robbedhisfam ily of
a v alued m em ber,an d the serv ice of a v ery prom isin g officer.Tw o m ostv exatious

occurren ces of in div idual excesses,tosuch an exten tof m ilitary irreg ularity as tocause
arrest,an dthe probabilitiesof courts-m artial,hadalsohappen edhere;an deig htpriv ate
soldiers had been buried.These w ere n um erous ev ils to be crow ded in to so shorta
space of haltupon on e g roun d;butthe bug le soun ds a shrill farew ell to the scen e of
pain ful asw ell aspleasan trecollection s,an dn oarm y ev erm ov edon w ith hig herspirits
orm ore liv ely hopes.

W ithin tw o m iles of our cam p the En g in eer Corps had throw n a m oun d as a bridg e

across on e of the can als of the In dus;this w as passedw ithoutan y difficulty.O urroad
lay ov erg roun dw hich isev iden tly un derthe lev el of the in un dation :butitw as stran g e
to see how sm all a portion appeared cultiv ated; the surface w as n ow here san d or
g rav el,butev eryw here a rich m ould,the deposits of the riv er.Its on ly produce w as a
luxurian tbrushw oodof low tam arisk s.Tw om ostm iserable assem blag es of the rudest
huts w ere passed, an d they bore the n am es of v illag es; butpov erty an d disease
appearedthe presidin g dem on sof thisreg ion of w retchedn ess.

A fter a m arch of ten m iles w e reached our g roun d, ata paltry g roup of hov els
con tain in g a population of probably tw ohun dredsouls,an ddig n ifiedw ith the n am e of
Julalk ote.Toreach itw e crossed an other of the can als of the In dus,aboutthirty yards
w ide,on a pon toon bridg e,w hich had been prepared by the En g in eer Corps.Itw as
firm ly fixed;an dourreg im en ts of cav alry an din fan try,an dheav y g un s an dtum brels,
each drag g edby six horses,passedun im peded.The sk ill an dscien ce an den erg y show n
in such con struction s prepare a deeply in terestin g lesson for the w orld to learn ere it

g ets an other thousan d years older,an d ere itapproaches the m illen n ium ;v iz.thatif a
tithe of the labor, the thoug ht, an d the expen se thatare in curred by m an for the
destruction of his fellow -m an ,w ere dev oted to the adv an cem en tof his bestin terests
an dthe prom otion of hishappin ess,the plan tw ouldn otrequire tobe ripen edby blood,
n or w ould its fruitbe sorrow ;butw e sow the w in d an d m ustreap the w hirlw in d:a
betterag e m ay com e,an dm ay brin g a bettertem perw ith a betterg en eration .

Ihadbeen sofortun ate in the m orn in g as toprocure m ore cam els,an dm y bag g ag e had
been broug htforw ard w ithoutfurther loss or in jury than the destruction of a chair:a
triflin g acciden tin the g ran d accoun tof m ilitary con tin g en cies;but,in a race thathas
discardedthe prim itiv e sim plicity of squattin g on the g roun d,the destruction of the last
chairw ouldbe feltby each asa v ery seriouspriv ation .Iw ashappily w ell supplied,an d
could con sider itas n o heav ier g riev an ce than a too early com m en cem en tof partin g
w ith superfluities.
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The pleasures w hich in m erry E n g lan dreturn on ce a yearw ith Christm as w ere den ied
to us:the 25th of D ecem ber cam e as w ould hav e been receiv ed the 25th of an y other
m on th.W e m archedatdaylig ht,an dreachedS um arak ote,a distan ce of aboutten m iles,
un der four hours. N o im pedim en ts occurred on the road,— a broad alluv ial plain

sprin k ledw ith tam arisk bushes,w ith occasion ally an acacia-tree,on som e risin g g roun d
or ban k beyon d the reach of the in un dation .A ta sm all g roup of huts,w hich on this
road m ay fig ure as a v illag e,w ere firstseen our In dian fam iliar trees,the peopul,the
behr,an d som e stun ted n eem s.The approach toS um arak ote g av e how ev er,atlast,the

appearan ce of an in habitedcoun try:the v illag e w as on a g en tly risin g g roun d,an dthe
w hite cupola of a sm all m osque w as seen peerin g ov era fin e g rov e of lofty acacia-trees,
theirtrun k s n otless than thirty in chesin diam eter,an dtheirv erdan tfoliag e an dyellow
blossom s con trastin g w ith the din g y dusty hue of the tam arisk of the low er g roun ds.

This w as the firstsig hton w hich an y eye could hav e rested w ith pleasure sin ce our
lan din g in S in dh.

B ut,alas Christm as-day w as n oton ly tobe den iedits ordin ary en joym en ts,butan xiety
an dalarm w ere tobe en duredalso.A reportof cholera in the 19th reg im en tof N ativ e
In fan try w as m ade on the arriv al of the corps in cam p.Tw om en hadbeen attack edin
the n ig ht,an dboth had died.D urin g the day fiv e cases m ore occurred,an d tw om ore

died before n extm orn in g . These are fearful an d in explicable v isitation s. O f tw elv e
cases,w hich w as prov iden tially the exten tof the presen tev il,betw een the 25th an d
29th,n olessthan eig htdied.

The poor v ictim s had n oteaten tog ether,n or been on duty tog ether,n or sleptin the
sam e ten ts.Three w ere recruits,an dhadn otbeen on n ig ht-duty atall.Thus n oration al
explan ation could be afforded to solv e the startlin g selection of tw elv e healthy m en
from a reg im en tof sev en hun dredtobe strick en an dslain ,an dtopass in a few hours

from the g uard-ten ttothe g rav e S om e alarm ,of course,prev ailed;n ocon jecture could
foresee the lim itof the disease thathadcom m en ced;an dthusan an xious day an dn ig ht
follow ed.A ddition al hospital serv an ts w ere suppliedfrom otherreg im en ts,an dall that
circum stan cesw ouldperm itw asdon e forthe relief of the sufferers.

O urthirdm arch w as ov era dry sterile tract;an ditw as n ecessary totrav el upw ards of
sev en teen m iles tofin d a suitable haltin g -g roun d w ith sufficien tw ater forthe cav alry.

The appearan ce of the coun try w as,how ev er,n ow im prov in g :trees w ere to be seen ;
an din on e place a sm all w ood,w ith w in try bran ches bare of leav es,g av e an European
aspecttothe lan dscape.

Colon el P ottin g er, in w hose com pan y I rode this m arch, g av e som e in terestin g
in form ation on the chan g es of the bedof the riv ersin ce his firstv isittoS in dh,in 1809.
The W estern orB ug aarbran ch of the In dusw asthen the chief outletof the w atersof the
P un jab an d A ttock ,an d w as upw ards of tw en ty m iles w ide atits m outh.Itis n ow

n early block ed up,an d seem s fillin g en tirely.W here w e forded the riv er,a ban k of
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abouton e hun dredyardsw ide,of driedflak y m ud,seem edthe lastyear'saddition ,an d
w as un derg oin g the process by w hich a m ud-ban k ,on ce deposited,seem s tobe alm ost
im m ediately securedfrom bein g carriedaw ay by the n extin un dation .Itw as literally of
on e un iform brig htg rass-g reen ,lik e a corn -field;an dthe risin g crop w as a thick forest

of tam arisk s,tw oor three in ches hig h,an d sprin g in g up as closely as if the seed had
been m ostcarefully sow n on the softm ud.Thisabun dan tcropw ill,ere the n extseason ,
offer a roug h surface toretain fresh deposits of silt,an d w ill furn ish roots tobin d the
presen t.Thusthisban k isirretriev ably losttothe riv er.

A n em ban k m en tof brushw ood,fascin es,an dm udhadbeen throw n across the riv erto
dam itup for irrig ation .B elow itthere w as n o w ater;an d abov e iton ly aboutthirty
in ches'depth,an da breadth of aboutfifty yards.O n each side of thisw ere dug can alsto

con v ey the w ater to reserv oirs,w here sim ple w heels turn ed by cam els w ere atw ork ,
w aterin g larg e fields of sug ar-can e.This w as the firsttim e Ihad ev er seen cam els so
em ployed. They seem ed docile beasts, an d w ere perform in g their labors, ploddin g
roun dan droun d,in som e casesactually un atten ded;orfourorfiv e w heels,hav in g tw o
cam elstoeach,appearedtobe super-in ten dedby on e driv er.

The M ahom edan shrin e an d tom b of P eer P utta— the youn g er,low er,or in ferior peer,

or sain t— form ed an in terestin g object, at apparen tly fiv e m iles' distan ce to the
eastw ard.Itis the resortof all classes of the in habitan ts of S in dh;an ddiv ides,w ith the
shrin esof L al S hah B az atS ehw an ,an dof Khaju KhizratS uk k ur,the dev otion an dalm s
of the faithful.The buildin g s form ed a v ery con spicuous object;butw ere described as
n otw orth the trouble of a v isit,an dn eitherrem ark able fortheirexten t,theirtaste,n or
theiran tiquity.W hen ourem bassy w as in S in dh in 1809,this shrin e w as v isitedby the
party w hosailedthitherdow n the B ag aarbran ch of the riv er.

O uren cam pm en tw as on the ban k of the In dus,opposite tothe v illag e of Kurreem pore,
an d a little below Golam S hah.W e w ere probably in the boun daries of the latter;but
w ere m ore con tig uoustothe form er,an dreceiv edoursuppliesfrom it.W e arriv edhere
on the 26th,an d halted to restthe troops on the 27th;durin g w hich day a steady,
un v aryin g ,stron g n orth-eastw in d sw eptthe g roun d,an d raised as den se a cloud of
dustas can hav e ev eren v elopeda cam psin ce the arm y of Cam byses w as buriedin on e
on the Eg yptian D esert.The discom forts of such a day in a ten tcan be butfain tly

im ag in edby an yon e w hohasn oten duredthem .

W e hadn osoon erleftthe ban k s of the riv eron ourfourth m arch than w e en teredupon
a scen e of the m ostopposite character tothatw hich w e hadas yettrav elled ov er.The
road becam e thick ly strew n w ith ston es,an d the g roun d brok en in to abrupthillock s
cov ered w ith rag g ed cactus bushes; fin ally attain in g hig her g roun ds, about on e
hun dredan dfifty ortw ohun dredfeetabov e the lev el of the plain ,an d,asdescribedby
a g eolog istof the party,com posedof coral ban k s,show in g thattheirorig in al form ation

had been un der the m ain ocean .These ston y g roun ds distin ctly m ark ed the an cien t
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ban k s of the riv er,an dran in parallel lin es from n orth tosouth;an d,w herev era hig her
sum m itg av e an exten dedv iew ,they couldbe seen ,lik e the headlan ds on the side of an
arm of the sea,form in g bays of a m ile ortw om iles across,an deach prom on tory juttin g
in tothe lev el plain w ith a bold projectin g poin t,still in dicatin g on its w eather-beaten ,

yellow ,ochry base,the traces of the floods thatprobably w ithin the lastten cen turies
hav e rolledpastthem .W e hadseen ata g reatdistan ce som e sim ilarun dulation s tothe
eastw ard of our course on the third m arch;an d itseem s n otim probable thatthe riv er
m ay hav e filled the in terv en in g space,an d been from ten tofifteen m iles w ide atthis
place,ev en w hen the Em perors S hah Jehan an d A urun g zeb bestow ed their atten tion
upon Thatta,an dbuiltitscitadel,an dJum n a M uzjid.

A s w e adv an ced,a v ery exten siv e ruin w as seen in fron t;w hich,upon ourreachin g it,

w e foun dtobe the relicof an an cien tfortifiedcity.The crum blin g w alls w ere fallen in
rude heaps, an d the tow ers an d bastion s w ere shapeless m oun ds. The ruin s w ere
chiefly of thatspecies of larg e fiatbrick ,eig hteen in ches square,an dthree in ches thick ,
w hich isbroug htfrom B aby lon .

The w hole ruin cov ered a headlan d,w hich had all the appearan ce of hav in g been a
prom on tory projectin g in toa g reatbay of the In dus.A w ide plain ,un derthe lev el of the

in un dation ,exten dedon each side of the coral ban k ,w hich rose alm ostperpen dicularly
from it,tothe heig htof abouton e hun dredfeet.

The exten tof the ruin s w as aboutfifteen hun dredyards in len g th from n orth tosouth
breadth atthe south en d,from w estface tofirstin n er w all,tw o hun dred an d tw elv e
yards;then ce,tow hatseem sthe citadel w all,three hun dredan dthirty;depth of citadel,
sev en ty;g en eral area,a parallelog ram of abouton e thousan d fiv e hun dred yards by
fiv e hun dredan dforty,exclusiv e of the citadel,w hich projects from the eastface atthe

southern en d,an dis on e hun dredan dtw en ty yards by sev en ty.S uch an area,allow in g
on e hun dred square yards for each house,w ould be equal to a population of forty
thousan d in habitan ts. The eastern an d w estern faces of the fortification s are n early
en tire,an dfollow the irreg ularities of the ban k ,w ith roun dtow ers an dcurtain s risin g
from the edg e of the precipice,w hich is a steep an d difficultrock y scarp:three sides
m ustthus hav e been w ashed by the riv er,an d the southern ,or lan d side,bein g m ost
exposed,w as doubly fortified,there bein g a secon d w all atabouton e hun dred yards

distan tfrom the first,as if the southern en dof the w ork had been a secon d citadel for
the protection of the city.The n orthern en dw as by farm ore perfectthan the rest:four
lofty tow ers,aboutthirty feethig h,an d fifty feetin diam eter,un ited by curtain s of
substan tial m ason ry,show eda fron tof abouton e hun dredan dfifty yards,w hich a v ery
little outlay m ig htrestore toits orig in al stren g th;butthe riv ern ow rolls som e ten m iles
distan t, an d this shapeless ruin can n ev er m ore be con sidered a site of the least
im portan ce.
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D octorKirk ,w hohadserv edin the In dian n av y on the RedS ea duties,assuredm e that
the rock s below the ruin s atthe south-eastan g le,an d in w hatm ay be term ed the
bottom of the an cien tbay,are precisely sim ilar tothe coral rock s of the A frican coast.
Their peculiarity of appearan ce m ay be im ag in ed from m y firstthin k in g thatsom e

stalactite frag m en ts,stan din g erectn eara M ahom edan tom b in the hollow of the rock ,
hadbeen w hitew ashed.

O urroadlay un derthe south-w estan g le of the ruin s,descen din g the steepban k tothe
lev el plain below .A lofty roun dtow erstill lifts its stately head,an dm assiv e ruin s,ov er
the pass ithad been builtto com m an d.N o iv y or an y herbag e cov ered it.In this,
coun try of scan ty rain ,the exten tof the in un dation m ark s,as in Eg ypt,the exten tof
v eg etation ; an d thus these shapeless piles an d m oun ds of brick s an d m ud rem ain

un altered,in slow decay,an d hav e n either shrub n or g rass toreliev e the din g y hue of
theirm olderin g ruin s.

The firstv iew of Thatta isv ery im posin g ;the buildin g soccupy a risin g g roun dorsw ell,
w hich m ay probably be form edof the debris of the an cien tcity.S catteredtrees,acacia
an d n eem , w ith abun dan t un derw ood of tam arisk , g av e a liv ely g reen ; an d the

architectural characterof the houses,w ith flatroofs,ov ertoppin g the trees on the risin g

g roun d in successiv e stag es,form ed altog ether as fin e a picture of city scen ery as I
rem em bertohav e seen in In dia;exceptin g ,in deed,the firstv iew of B roach from un der
a ban yan -tree on the O cliseer side,w hich in m y opin ion is un -equaled an yw here.B ut
Thatta,lik e B roach,has n ow n ofurtherin terest,exceptin its history,exten din g in tothe
ag e of fable.A scan ty population — un dertw othousan dsouls — is scatteredaboutits
ruin s,in m ud-builthov els:w hatw ere on ce the palaces of the M og ul n obility are n ow
desolate an dun occupied;an dthe riv er,w hich on ce flow edun derits w alls,n ow rolls at
four m iles'distan ce to the eastw ard.A m ore perfectpicture of decay can n otw ell be

im ag in ed;w hilstev en the m udbuilthov els,w hose plasterhadbeen ren ew edsin ce the
lastseason ,appeared,from the g rey earthy colorof theirw alls,an dthe absen ce of an y
appearan ce of roof,— they bein g all flatterraces,— tobe on ly con tin uation s of the older
ruin s.

The riv er,n ow fourm iles distan t,is saidtobe upw ards of on e thousan dfiv e hun dred
yards w ide,an d certain ly seem s w ider than the N urbudda atB roach.Itis a bold an d

m ajestic stream ; an d, thoug h boun ded on ly by m ere m ud-ban k s, som etim es risin g
tw en ty feetabov e the w ater,w ith n odistan tm oun tain s tolen d g ran deur tothe scen e,
yetthe association s an d old histories con n ected w ith this an cien triv er suffice toriv et
on e's atten tion ,an dcarry the m in dthroug h the chan ces an dchan g es of three thousan d
years,w hich hav e n otoperated m ore m ig htily here on the pun y g en eration s of m an
than they hav e on the face of N ature herself,ov erturn in g an ddefacin g those lan dm ark s
an dboun dariesw hich in all othercoun triesseem coev al w ith the g lobe,an ddestin edto
en dure w ith itsduration .
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O ur cam p w as form ed on the eastside of the city,an d betw een itan d the un dulatin g
sw ell;w hich,risin g abruptly som e fifty feetabov e the plain w hich lies un derthe lev el
of the in un dation ,slopes v ery g radually w estw ard.From the city to the base of this
precipice is abouta m ile;an dthe in terv en in g g roun dm ust,in the prosperity of Thatta,

hav e been rich g arden s. Three exten siv e tan k s, w hich are an n ually filled by the
ov erflow of the In dus,lie atthe base of the ban k s,an dsuppliedus w ith w ater.W e had
am ple room forourw hole cam p,an ddouble the force m ig hthav e been accom m odated.

The ridg e of the ban k s,w here itis opposite to the city,is crow n ed w ith a v ery lon g
Eedg a w all, w ith its Im aum 's steps in the cen tre, an d hav in g sm all m in arets atits

extrem ities;an d from this an area of aboutfour square m iles exten ds southw ard an d
w estw ard,lev el en oug h for the purposes of a m ilitary can ton m en t.O n this g roun d it

w as decidedthatthe B ritish force tobe station edin S in dh shouldbe can ton ed;the lin es
foron e European an dtw on ativ e reg im en ts,an da com pan y of artillery,w ere m easured
an dfixedon .

M y profession al opin ion w as n ev er ask ed;butI did n otfail to en ter m y earn estan d
un qualified protestag ain stan y location of troops on this g roun d: this protestw as
disreg arded,an dthe m ostdisastrousresultsfollow ed;butof thishereafter.

From the Eedg a,these hills,exten din g n orth an d south to a distan ce exceedin g three

m iles in each direction ,are cov eredw ith a coun tless m ultitude of tom bs:som e hav e a
recen tappearan ce,an dtheir v icin ity is sw eptan d cleared;butthe v astm ajority are in
ruin . S om e are fin e buildin g s of richly-carv ed ston e; an d on e in a g ood style of
architecture,on ly in ferior to the bestof the ruin ed tom bs n ear A hm edabad:the date
w as v ery recen t,n ottw ohun dredyears ag o;butthe w alls w ere crack ed an dren tin a
m an n erthatcouldon ly hav e been don e by an earthquak e.The style of decoration w as

quite n ew ,the cupola bein g lin edw ith thick brick s g lazedan dv arn ishedw ith w hite or
richly coloredporcelain ,soastoresem ble Chin a tiles,an dpain tedin pattern sof flow ers
an d arabesques,som e of w hich w ere in fin itely creditable to the taste an d sk ill of the
artist.O n e tom b w as en tirely builtof these brick s,the outersurface on ly of each bein g
coloredan dg lazed;the effectw as g audy,an dthattin sel taw drin ess w hich results from
in judiciousov er-orn am en t.

N othin g thatIhav e ev erseen hasatall equaledthe perfection of the artof brick m ak in g
w hich is show n in the brick s tobe foun d in these ruin s:the m ostbeautifully chiseled
ston e couldn otsurpass the sharpn ess of edg e an dan g le,an daccuracy of form ;w hilst
the substan ce w as soperfectly hom og en eous an dsk illfully burn t,thateach brick hada
m etallic rin g ,an d fractured w ith a clean surface lik e break in g free-aton e.I w ill n ot
question the possibility of m an ufacturin g such brick s in E n g lan d;butI m uch doubt
w hethersuch perfectw ork hasev erbeen attem pted.
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O n ly on e un fortun ate occurren ce disturbed the quietof our haltatThatta,sav e the
trouble an d turm oil of the questfor cam els an d bag g ag e-pon ies.The form er w as the
death of a B eloochy depen den tof som e officer of the S in dh Gov ern m en t,w ho w as
detected supplyin g liquor to our European soldiers,m ade prison er,an d broug htto

cam p.O n his arriv al there,he w as ordered to be tak en to Colon el P ottin g er the civ il
authority, w ho exam in ed the w itn esses, an d, bein g satisfied of the prison er's g uilt,
ordered him tobe con fin ed un til further proceedin g s could con v en ien tly be in stituted
ag ain sthim .O n leav in g Colon el P ottin g er'sten t,the prison ersudden ly drew hissw ord,
w hich throug h som e stran g e ov ersig htor m istak en courtesy he had been perm itted to
retain ,an d en deav ored toescape,cuttin g atthe corporal an d three m en of his g uard.
The occurren ce took place close to the Com m an der-in -Chief's ten t;an d the prison er,
hav in g brok en from his g uard,ran tow ards the rear betw een the ten ts of L ieuten an t-

Colon el M acdon ald an d S ir John Kean e.The clatter of w eapon s— the prison er cuttin g ,
an d the g uard parryin g w ith their m usk ets,— bein g heard, they ran out, an d w ere
actually spectators of the sk irm ish of a few secon ds,w hich w as aton ce en ded by the
n ativ e sen try in the rearof S irJohn Kean e's ten tshootin g the prison erthroug h the body
as he passedhim .M y ten tw as n ota hun dredyards distan t,an dIw as on the spotin a
few m in utes:the w oun dedw retch w as rem ov edtothe n earesthospital;butthe w oun d
w asm ortal,an dhe diedw ithin an hour.

The occurren ce occasion ed w hatseem ed to us m uch un n ecessary an xiety to Colon el
P ottin g er,w hooffereda sum of m on ey tothe fam ily of the deceased;w hich reportsaid
they refused,an dIbeliev e ittobe true thatthey didso.

There is n othin g in liv in g Thatta thatcan recall a sin g le idea of its an cien tw ealth,
population ,an dim portan ce,butits cities of the dead:the cem etery of six square m iles
m ay n otcon tain less than a m illion of tom bs!a rude g uess,butthe area w ouldadm itof

four m illion s,an d little space seem s lost;w hilstirreg ular lin es of tom bs an d detached
g roups of them are seen in ev ery direction as faras the eye can reach from the sum m it
of the loftiestof the n um ber.

The style of the architecture is ev eryw here m odern an dM ahom edan ;butin adv an cin g
n orthw ard,n early three m iles en tirely throug h ruin s,a headlan d prom on tory juttin g
in tothe plain is reached,an datits apex are foun dtw oor three v en erable relics,sm all

cupolas aboutfifteen feetin diam eter,w hich betray the H in dooorig in of the art.They
appeartobe of extrem e an tiquity,butare n ot,lik e the buildin g s atD holk a,of H in doo
creation ,defacedof theirH in doosym bols an dturn edtoM ahom edan purposes;n oryet
are they lik e som e of the A hm edabadbuildin g s,w here fain ttraces of H in doosym bols
hav e creptin to an d been m ixed up w ith the M ahom edan arabesques:these are free
from an ythin g thatcould,atfirstsig ht,hav e offen dedthe m ostrig idof the Caliphs;the
architectural style is un question able,an d they appear to be the m ostan cien tof the
ruin s,coev al apparen tly w ith the establishm en tof M ahom edan suprem acy in S in dh.
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The m editation sam on g such m yriadsof tom bsare pain ful an doppressiv e:w e hearan d
read of dustreturn in g todust,an d are soaccustom ed tothe truth an d its occurren ce,
thatw e are callous till the boltstrik es hom e;butthe M ahom edan fidelity tothe buried
bon es,w hich adm itsn oopen in g of'an an cien tg rav e fora n ew in term en t,socom pletely

cov ers the face of a coun try n ear an cien tcities w ith relics of the lon g -forg otten dead,
thatthe m in dseem s ov erw helm ed,an d,as itw ere,subduedin the con tem plation of all
the pan g s thathav e been felt,an d the tears thathav e been shed,an d all "the piteous
tales of dom esticg rief those tears w atered,"as if som e heav y catastrophe of pestilen ce
hadrecen tly sw eptoff a n ation aton ce un deroureyes,oras if the spectatorstood,lik e
the lastm an ,the sole surv iv orof hisrace.
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CHAPTER V.

C auses of the rise an dfall of celebratedC ities.— A n cien tThatta.— Tradition ary accoun tof its
population an d im portan ce. — The In dus on ce n av ig able to a m uch hig her ex ten tthan at
presen t.— Rem ain s of an an cien tEuropean v essel in a fieldn earV ik kur.— V alley of the In dus.
— P rodig ious quan tity of silt broug ht dow n by the w aters of the riv er.— Geolog ical
form ation s.— V oyag e of A lex an der the Great dow n the Eastern bran ch of the In dus.—
C om parison of the an cien t statem en ts w ith the presen t appearan ce of the localities.—
C on firm atory local tradition s.— B eautiful m osaicw ork.— P robable site of the an cien tP atala.

TH E rise or fall of cities is g en erally buta series of acciden ts:w isdom or pow er has
seldom created them by the m ere w ill of the foun der;an d im m ediate hum an ag en cy,
how ev erpow erful form ischief,seem s torequire the reboun dof som e pow erof N ature,
orm aterial chan g e of circum stan ces,ere itcan en tirely destroy.

N in ev eh an dB aby lon ,w ith Tyre an dS idon ,w hose m erchan ts w ere prin ces,appearto
hav e been lin k s in the sam e chain ,an dtohav e g row n throug h the sam e causes,— the

m on opoly of the com m un ication betw een the Eastern an d W estern w orlds in the ag es
an teceden tto history; w hen m an w as v ery probably m uch less a sav ag e than w e
m odern s are con ten ted to con sider hin d an d w hen carav an trav ellin g by lan d, an d
v oyag in g by sea,w ere farm ore exten siv e an den terprisin g than seem s tobe allow edby
those w hoadm itn ohistory butthatw hich com m en cesw ith H erodotus.

Those cities in succession ,particularly the L ev an tin e ports,seem tohav e sun k as m uch

un der the en tire chan g e of the O rien tal trade from the P ersian Gulf tothe Red S ea,as
un derthe resen tm en tof A lexan der.Isay en tire,because the referen ce by H om ertothe
g ran deuran dpopulation of Thebes in Eg yptshow s thatthe RedS ea hadalw ays shared
som e portion of it;thoug h ev en thatw ouldseem tohav e soug htthe L ev an tin e ports as
m uch throug h Edom as throug h Eg ypt,an d thatthe buildin g of A lexan dria an d the
troublesin M esopotam ia an dS yria decidedthe future chan n el.

V en ice an d Gen oa hav e fallen un der the chan g es occasion ed by the n ew route roun d

the Cape of S torm s;butthe steam -en g in e is atw ork ,an dthe schoolm asterabroad,an d
itbecom es a query w hethera rail-roadacross the D esertm ay n otun dothe discov ery of
D e Gam e,an don ce m ore en rich Eg yptw ith the tran sitduties of this n ow un paralleled
chain of in tercourse.

B ut,passin g this subjectas foreig n toourpurpose,Ishall return tothe ruin s of Thatta,
w hen ce Isetout.Itseem s difficulttorecon cile the an cien tn otices respectin g this fallen

em porium w ith its presen taspect:w e are told thatits population am oun ted to tw o
hun dredan dfifty thousan d;thatitstrade exten dedtoChin a an dA frica an dA rabia,the
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In dus bein g n av ig able to the larg esttradin g v essels then k n ow n ;an d thatits w ealth
surpassedthe richesof an In dian port.

A srespects the population ,w e m ay readily adm itexag g eration ;sin ce ourow n person al

observ ation en ablesustospeak of the sim ilarn oticesrespectin g the population of S urat,
described as hav in g exceeded half a m illion ata period w hen w e hav e satisfactory
g roun ds for k n ow in g thatsom ethin g shortof tw ohun dred thousan d m usthav e been
the v ery extrem e lim ititcould ev er hav e attain ed:but,supposin g thaton e hun dred
thousan d liv in g souls ev er w alk ed the n ow desolate fields,an d cov ered the shapeless
san d-bills roun d m odern Thatta w ith their habitation s; how appallin g has been the
sw eepof the besom of destruction ,w hich haserasedthe v ery tracesof theirexisten ce as
com pletely as the w in dthatw as blow in g ,an da drov e of cam els thatfollow edm e as I

leftthe g ate,obliteratedforev erthe fain tm ark s of m y footsteps in thatdustw hich m ay
on ce hav e been liv in g m an orbeastin the streetsof Thatta,an dw asn ow return edtothe
earth from w hen ce itw asorig in ally tak en !

Ev en solate as the period of P ortug uese suprem acy,w hich m ay be con sidered as the
firsthalf of the sev en teen th cen tury, w e hear of the safe n av ig ation of the In dus,
adm ittin g of theirattack in g Thatta w ith a fleetof square-rig g edv essels,som e m oun tin g

forty g un s.The w reck v ery probably of on e of this v ery fleetis n ow tobe seen in the
m iddle of a field n ear V ik k ur:itis an an cien tg alliotof European build,of aboutfour
hun dred ton s an d pierced for thirty g un s,an d could n otn ow en ter an y on e of the
hun dredshallow outletsof the In dus.

There is n ot,perhaps,in the w orlda m ore sin g ularfieldforthe study of w hatm ay be
called riv er hydraulics than the v alley of the In dus.First,there is the m ig hty m ass of
w aters g atheredin the P un jab,an ddrain in g from the peren n ial sn ow s of the H im alaya,

rollin g itscon g reg atedfloodsin a course of on e thousan dfiv e hun dredm iles.S econ dly,
there is the southerly w in dof the In dian m on soon forsix m on ths,m eetin g the curren t
atits outlet,an dthrow in g up a g reaterforce of tide toroll its m ud-ban k s in w ards an d
check the expulsion of its deposits in to m ain ocean . Thirdly, this seem s a lan d of
earthquak es,w hich ev en in our day (1819)hav e ov erthrow n the w alls an d tow ers of
"an cien tcities fen ced up to heav en ," an d v ery m aterially chan g ed on e chan n el of the
riv er. These are m ig hty operatin g causes; an d g eolog ical k n ow ledg e, assisted by a

careful surv ey of all thatcan be g lean edfrom history of pastev en ts,an dall thatcan be
learn ed by patien texam in ation of presen tsites an d appearan ces, w ould hav e an
abun dan texercise forphilosophical in g en uity.

N oriv erthatw e k n ow of un less,probably,the S outh A m erican Gian tof S tream s,brin g s
such a flood from such a lofty chain of m oun tain s ov er such a len g th of course tothe
sea,orbearssuch an im palpable m assof the debrisof those m oun tain ssuspen dedin its
w aters.The careful experim en tof M r.L ordshow edthatby estim atin g speedof curren t,

an d breadth an d depth of riv er-bed,to obtain the quan tity of w ater discharg ed,an d
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then w eig hin g the im pure w atertocom pare the sam e w ith equal quan tities of purified
w ater,the resultshow ed that,if an y chem ical process could arrestthe prog ress of the
siltthus born e dow n w ards in an y g iv en place,itw ould form an islan d as larg e as the
Isle of W ig htin som e v ery shortperiod,the precise space of w hich Ihav e forg otten ;

suffice ittosay,thata m uddierw aterIn ev ersaw draw n fordraug ht.

The rock y ridg e,w hich atv aryin g distan ces run s parallel w ith the riv er,seem s beyon d
question tohav e been the an cien tban k w hen the lev el plain below w as an in lan d sea;
an d the g eolog ical form ation m usthav e been exceedin g ly recen t,from the lim eston e
rock con tain in g oyster,an dcock le,an dothersalt-w atershells,on ly half-fossilized.The
m ostextraordin ary specim en of this sortof rock thatIev ersaw w as a ston e-an chor of
the botilla on w hich Isailedfrom Karachion m y return toB om bay this year:itw as cut

from a hill fourm iles in lan dfrom M an dav ie in Kutch,an dcon sistedof a m ere m ass of
half-fossilized oyster, cock le, an d m uscle shells, held tog ether by an ochry yellow
lim eston e.Itw as aboutfour feetlon g ,an d probably a footsquare atthe en ds;a m ore
curious specim en of fossil rock could n otbe seen .The study of the hill w hen ce itw as
dug w ouldbe a rich treattoa thoroug h g eolog ist.Thisstill un chan g edstate of the shells
sufficestoin dicate som e terrificchan g eshav in g occurredatn ov ery rem ote period;an d
w hen w e com pare itw ith the w reck abov e-m en tion ed,n ow g roun dedm an y m ilesfrom

an y presen tcourse of the riv er,an d the san ds of S in dh heapin g ov er it,upw ards of
thirty m iles further in lan d than an y v essel of on e-fourth its proportion s could n ow
reach,w e are lostin w on der tocon jecture w hatm ay hav e been the appearan ce of the
v alley,w here the D elta of the In dus com m en ced,orhow w ide itexten ded,in the ag e of
A lexan der.

M y lon g residen ce in In dia,an dthe w an derin g life thatIhav e been com pelledtolead,
hav e den iedm y bein g classical.Thus,the on ly A lexan derIcan v en ture tok n ow m uch

of is m y excellen tfrien d,S irA lexan derB urn es;an dIshouldfully discharg e m y duty of
n otin g ,an d publishin g m y n otes,if Im erely con ten ted m yself w ith the history of his
g reatserv ices toGov ern m en t.B utsom e local k n ow ledg e en ables m e tooffera passin g
con jecture in elucidation of an cien t g eog raphy; an d, rig ht or w ron g , I m ay
un preten din g ly offerittothe con sideration of the learn ed.

The v oyag e of discov ery by A lexan der dow n the eastern bran ch of the In dus is said,

first,tohav e broug hthim toan im m en se lak e,w hich receiv ed its supplies from other
w aters in the adjacen tdistricts,an dw as v asterthan the expan sion of a riv er,an dm ore

lik e a sea-bay,— .This

lak e, or in lan d sea, aboun ded in salt-w ater fishes larg er than those foun d in the
M editerran ean .S econ dly,atthe headof this lak e he lan ded his troops,an d proceeded
w ith hisg alleystotak e a v iew of the ocean .Thirdly,hav in g g on e asfarashe con sidered
safe,practicable,or n ecessary,he lan ded,an d prosecuted the surv ey by a three days'
journ ey alon g the coast,orderin g w ells to be dug ,either for presen tuse,or expected
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future con tin g en cies; thoug h the form er m ay be supposed to hav e been the urg en t
n ecessity.

The an cien tg eog raphers hav e laid dow n the outlets of the In dus w ith m ore real

accuracy than their com m en tators are disposed to allow ; an d, how ev er m uch at
v arian ce differen tauthoritiesm ay appeartobe,itseem sin ourpow ertorecon cile som e
of their discordan ces'.O n this poin tI w ould refer the reader to the Fren ch essay of
Gosselin ,w hich,bein g subsequen ttoV in cen t's,hasthe adv an tag e of hisresearches,an d
m ig htcorrectsom e of his ov ersig hts.From him w e learn thatO n esicritus,as quotedby
S trabo,lib.xv ,m ak es P atalen e a trian g le of tw o thousan d stadia.ThatN earchus,as
quoted by S trabo in the sam e passag e,calculates the sea-face of the trian g le aton e
thousan d eig hthun dredstadia;an dA rrian ,probably copyin g N earchus,assig n s itthe

sam e exten t.ThatP lin y,lib.v i.cap.28,estim ates the sea-board attw o hun dred an d
tw en ty Rom an m iles,or on e thousan d sev en hun dred an d sixty Greek stadia.That
P tolem y assig n s to the shore on e hun dred an d n in ety-six m in utes of lon g itude in the
tw en ty-fourth deg ree of n orth latitude,w hich atfiv e hun dredstadia toa deg ree,w ould
g iv e on e thousan d six hun dred an d thirty-three stadia.Fin ally A ristobulus,quoted by
S trabo,lib.xv ,reducesittoon e thousan dstadia:butin a n ote M .Gosselin supposesthis
tobe an errorof the copyist;forthatA ristobulus,hav in g accom pan iedA lexan der,w as

n otlik ely tohav e differedfrom A rrian an dN earchus.

W hen their deficien cy of in strum en ts for surv ey is con sidered, on e is ata loss to
im ag in e how the approach to accuracy should hav e been so g reat;for,supposin g the
w estern m outh of the In dus atKarachiorKorook ela,an dthe eastern atL oon iB ary,the
m odern n am es still iden tifyin g the an cien tsites,w e hav e precisely the fair av erag e of
the an cien testim ates,or abouton e hun dred an d sixty m iles;w hich w ould g iv e the
perpen dicularof the trian g le atabouton e hun dredan dthirty m iles,an dassig n its apex

n orth of H yderabad,oreig hty m ilesabov e Thatta,atthe low estestim ate.

B utIam stron g ly im pressedw ith the belief thatA lexan der'sv oyag e of surv ey dow n the
eastern chan n el carried him further than w e hav e been as yetprepared toadm it.The
n o-flees,hitherto treated as chim erical,thathe v isited B arug aza,are by n o m ean s so
w ildas has been im ag in ed.W e hav e the authority of the P eriplus thatthe dom in ion of
S in dh exten ded in thatag e to B arug aza, thatis, across Kattiw ar, an d in cluded the

pen in sula.N in e m on thsw ere occupiedby A lexan derin hiscourse dow n the In dus,an d
he hadfull tim e forall the observ ation she chose tom ak e;an ditw ason ly the discon ten t
of his arm y,an dn olack of an xiety toadv an ce on his part,thatoccasion edhis return to
B aby lon .Itdoesn ot,con sequen tly,appearim probable thathe w hosen tM eg asthen es to
P alibothra,shouldg ohim self,orsen dsom e of hisofficers,tothe lim itof the territory of
the subjug atedP rin cesof S in dh w hohadsubm ittedtohisdom in ion ;an dthe distan ce is
n otsog reatbutthatthe journ ey m ig hthav e been m ade w ith ease in less than tw en ty
days.
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The v astlak e,orin lan d sea,throug h w hich he sailed,m usthav e been the Run ,w hich
the local tradition -in dicates tohav e been a n av ig able sea w ithin the lastfiv e hun dred
years,an d to hav e born e the n am e of the Kiln a D eriow .O n this head the reader w ill
fin dm uch curiousin form ation in S irA lexan derB urn es'streatise on the In dus,tow hich

Ireferhim .

The Run is n ow a shallow expan se of brin y w ater,exten din g toatleastten thousan d
square m iles,butseldom m ore than three feetdeep.There n eed,Ithin k ,be n odoubt
but that it w as affected by the in un dation of the In dus, w hich m ost probably
com m un icates throug h 'som e of the an cien t can als for irrig ation ; or, if n ot, m ay
percolate throug h the lig htsan dy soil of those an cien tchan n els,w hich m ay appear to
be filled up,butstill hav e a subterran eous stratum perv ious to w ater.The rise of the

w aterof the Run in M ay can n otbe explain edin an y otherm an n erthan by adm ittin g a
com m un ication w ith the In dus:sin ce the B un ass an d L oon ee,the tw ochief riv ers that
fall in tothe Run ,hav e n ottheir sources in an y sn ow y reg ion ;an d the casual floods in
those riv ers, depen den ton the occasion al rain s of M arw ar, n ev er occur before the
m iddle of July,an dseldom till A ug ust;n orare they of sufficien tim portan ce atan y tim e
toaffectsov asta surface,theirdrain ag e tothe sea throug h the outletatW an dia bein g
am ply w ide en oug h tocarry off an y tem porary rain -flood thatev er occurred in those

riv ers.

The v oyag e of A lexan der m usthav e been m ade in July, atthe period w hen the
in un dation of the In dus an d the w aters of the Run are hig hest,sin ce N earchus left
Karachiforthe P ersian Gulf in O ctober.

The dig g in g of w ells alon g the coastin dicates thatA lexan der w as on the ban k s of the
Run ,— n ow here else couldthis hav e been n ecessary;n orcouldhe hav e trav elledw ith a

party of horse across the m arshy shore of the D elta alon g the sea-east;an d alon g the
coastof Kutch he w ouldn othav e requiredtodig w ells,supposin g him tohav e reached
M allia w ith his boats.H is three days'journ ey alon g the coastof Kattiw ar m ig hthav e
ledhim toD w ark a,w here he w ouldfin dhe hadattain edthe extrem e headlan dtow ards
the m ain ocean ,an d a spotw ell k n ow n in the n av ig ation of the In dian seas;thereby
g iv in g a distan ce to be trav elled, an d an object to be g ain ed, w hich justify the
un dertak in g ,an dthe con clusion of the journ ey.

Un derthese sev eral v iew s of the case Ishouldlook forthe site of P atala atS ehw an ,of
w hich Ishall speak m ore fully hereafter.The D elta com m en cin g abouton e hun dredan d
thirty m iles abov e the sea,its n orthern apex w ould be som ew here m idw ay betw een
H yderabad an d S ehw an ;w here local tradition s still speak of an cien tcities destroyed,
an d of g reater chan g es hav in g occurred than in an y other partof the course of the
In dus,an d w here the in dication s appear un question able thatsuch tradition s are n ot
w ithoutfoun dation .
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The m ytholog ical leg en d of Kutch,thata H in doo dev otee,the foun der of a relig ious
fratern ity still existin g on the site w here he establishedit,w asable todestroy the in lan d
sea, or M in a. D eriow , by his superhum an pow er acquired by a series of ascetic
dev otion s, can be referred on ly, w hen con sidered historically, to som e earthquak e

con v ulsion w hich heav edup the bottom of this v astlak e,an dfilledupits harbors,the
n am es of w hich are faithfully recorded;an d circum stan tial ev iden ces con firm atory of
the occurren ce m ay be foun d in the localities an d n am es,an d the relics of sea-g oin g
ships foun d on the coastof the Run ; also in the partial fall of M an dav ie from the
im portan ce itheld in the tw elfth cen tury as the w ealthiestportof this reg ion ,an d the
rise of Thatta,w hose m odem im portan ce dates aboutthe beg in n in g of the fifteen th
cen tury.

The oldestof the tom bs bearin g in scription s hav e a date un dertw ocen turies;w hilstits
prin cipal an d on ly g ood m osque, com m en ced by the father of A urun g zebe, w as
fin ishedby thatm on arch in the firstyears of the eig hteen th cen tury.The m an ufactures
of Thatta are lan g uidly carriedon by the few surv iv ors of its population :the loon g ies,
orw aist-cloths,of a m ixture of silk an dcotton ,probably the zon e of the listof im ports
in the P eriplus,still con tin ue the adm iration of the w ealthy A siatics.O n e relic of the
an cien ttaste an dm echan ical sk ill of Thatta exists in the m osaicin laidw ork of w hatare

calledthe B om bay boxes.The orig in al w ork m en w ere driv en by the reck less despotism
of the Talpoore fam ily an dtheirB eloochy retain ers toem ig rate from S in dh,an dfoun d
shelteran dem ploym en tin B om bay.Theirsk ill soon obtain edthem a m ark et;an dfrom
the in crease of theirfam ilies,an dprobably the spreadof theirart,an dthe adoption of
theirtrade by others,itis n ow of som e im portan ce,an dthe firstthatattracts the n otice
of stran g ers.The m osaic,w hich appears in coloredg lazedbrick an dtiles orn am en tin g
an dlin in g the fallen tom bs an dm osques of Thatta,has thus becom e,in a m ore fin ished
form in iv ory an dsan dal-w ood,the draw in g -room bijouterie of the fair-haireddaug hters

of the W est.

The ruin s of B am bara,on the spotassig n ed,m ark the site of B arbarik e;an dthe Rajpoot
fam ily leg en ds poin toutin S ri M een ug g ur— their n am e for Thatta, n ow in v ariably
term ed N ug g ur Thatta,— the rem ain s of the M in ig ara of an tiquity;the n am es of both
ag ree,w hilstthe local histories refer totheir an cien tim portan ce in term s thatseem to
decide the question .Korook ela is Karachi,n ear the outletof the w estern bran ch;an d

L oon i B ary,a porton the estuary of the L oon i,or eastern bran ch,receiv in g the L oon i
riv er throug h the Run :butw e hav e n osure g uide toP atala,further than its certain ly
bein g in L ow er S in dh,an d hig her than on e hun dred an d thirty m iles from the sea.
Ev ery n ativ e assuredm e thatS ehw an w as the m ostan cien tcity in L ow erS in dh;thatat
differen teras ithadborn e sev en n am es,the lasthav in g been B ag dad,ere chan g ed for
S ehw an . Its site on a spur of the L uk k i m oun tain s has preserv ed it from the
en croachm en ts of ,the riv er; an d the A rul can al, an artificial chan n el w hich run s a
sem icircular course of on e hun dred m iles, em bracin g an d in sulatin g the district

betw een L ark han u an d S ehw an , sufficien tly m ark s the pow er an d patriotism of its
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form errulers.P utala,the low erreg ion ,in dicates L ow erS in dh in its S an scritderiv ation ;
an dthe m odern div ision of Upperan dL ow erS in dh appearstobe atS ehw an ;the In dus
abov e bein g calledS ira orN orthern ,an dbelow itL arorS outhern .The im portan tcity of
L ark han u w ould appear from its n am e to hav e been form erly on the L ar,an d v ery

probably the v ery spotw here the an cien tboun dary existed;atall ev en ts,ev en in the
m odern statistics S ehw an still lies in the low erportion ,an din the reg ion describedby
the Greek g eog raphy as the coun try of the P atalan s.The islan dof P atalen e,form edby
the D elta,is sufficien tly defin itiv e;w hilstP atala itself is w ith equal dearn ess saidtobe
abov e the bifurcation of the riv er.

B ut,Irepeatag ain ,these are m ere con jectures;an d w e m ustw aitfor som e fortun ate
acciden tto shed lig hton the local histories ere w e can hope for an y satisfactory

elucidation of the Greek n arrativ e.
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CHAPTER VI.

A rm y ag ain in m otion .— P eer Radan .— C haracter of the coun try.— B aden .— Flourishin g
v illag es destroyed,tom ak e room for H un tin g -g roun ds.— C on tem ptible m ethod of hun tin g .—
First alarm of w ar.— Failure of C apt. O utram 's m ission .— M otiv es of H istorian s.— False
alarm s.— P recaution s.— P leasan tan dcom m an din g position of Jerruk.— P ropriety of m akin g it
a M ilitary S tation .— A dv an ce coun term an ded.— M ore false alarm s.— Great error of the
C am paig n .— H un tin g -forest on fire.— Three officers of the Q ueen 's Royals perish in the
con flag ration .— In queston theirbodies.— C airn raisedov erthem by the soldiers.

O N the 23rd of Jan uary the arm y w as ag ain in m otion ,an d trav elled a shortstag e of
elev en m iles to P eer Radan ,a v illag e n am ed from the tom b of a M ahom edan sain t.
Three tan k s,of sufficien tm ag n itude to deserv e the n am e of lak es,supplied an n ually
from the in un dation ,are abun dan tly sufficien tforall the callsthatare m ade on them for
irrig atin g an exten siv e tractof the n eig hborin g fields,an dtobearthe ev aporation of a

sun thatin Jan uary raisesthe therm om eterto100°of Fahren heit.

The ston y ridg e w as here m uch m ore lofty an d exten siv e than at Thatta, an d
approached the character of a hilly districtrather than the m ere ston y w all of the
an cien tban k s of the riv er.A lon g w alk of tw om iles across itbroug htus toa harddry
plain w ithouta shrub,an d to the ascen tof a secon d step of this hig her lan d,m ore
elev ated than the first.The soil of this plain ,bein g debris of the yellow lim eston e of
w hich the ridg esare form ed,isof quite a differen tcharacterfrom thatof the deposits of

the In dus;w hilstthe absen ce of tam arisk sufficedtoshow tothe firstcursory v iew that
the In dus floods n ev erattain edthither.N orin factcouldthey,the m ean heig htof this
plain bein g probably n early on e hun dred feetabov e the hig hestpresen tflow of the
in un dation .Fin e acacia w oods surroun ded the lak es;an d the v iew from the hig her
g roun d,look in g dow n tothe plain of the In dus,w aspleasin g an din terestin g .

O n the 24th w e m arched toS edan ,a stag e of tw elv e m iles.O ur w hole route lay alon g

the edg es of the ridg ed g roun ds,som etim es descen din g in to the In dus'v alley plain ,
w hich w as here a thick w oodexten din g tothe riv er,an dag ain re-ascen din g the ridg e.
The forestw e passedthroug h w as on e of the m an y w hich are the fearful curse in flicted
by despotism on this un happy coun try,w hose fin esttracts of lan dw ithin the in fluen ce
of irrig ation from the riv erare w aste,an ddev oted,as den se forests,tobe preserv es for
g am e,term edin the coun try S hikarg ah (g am e-places),forthe pastim e of the chiefs.

The m ig hty hun ter,w hose g am e w as m an ,builtcities!The sav ag e N im rods of this
w retched coun try hav e destroyed flourishin g v illag es, lik e the first N orm an in
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B olderw ood,tocreate theirn ew forests.S om e ruin s w ere poin tedouttous,in dicatin g
the site of a on ce populous v illag e w hich hadbeen destroyed,an dits in habitan ts exiled
toa distan tdistrict,by on e of their prin ces,because "the crow in g of the v illag e cock s,
an d other rural soun ds of its In m an an dan im al population ,disturbed the g am e in his
brother's shikarg ah." The N orm an could n othav e don e m ore;an d itis butretributiv e

justice w hich w e read-of in history thathis heir died a v iolen tdeath on the scen e of
som e sim ilaren orm ity.

The hum an m in d can n otcon tem plate a m ore bitterly speak in g exposition of w hatthe
flin ty heartof despotism becom es w hen in dulg ed in the abuse of pow er,the caput
m ortuum distilled dow n step by step,from its firstoutbreak s in the in solen ce of place,

an d the in toxication of success, till iten ds in the destruction of v illag es, an d the
expulsion of a population ,forthe creation of hun tin g -g roun ds.A N erois a luaus n ature;

butthe w ild w an ton n ess of despotism is the heart's desperate w ick edn ess w hen
un check ed,obeyin g ev ery im pulse of itsn ativ e hardn ess.

The m ode of hun tin g pursuedby those v alorous N im rods,socruel totheirdepen den ts,
sohelplessbefore theiren em ies,ischaracteristicof the m en an dtheirposition .

The shikarg ahs are fen cedroun dw ith stron g hedg es,an din som e placesw alled;an dthe

w ild an im als thus stock aded-in are supplied w ith w ater by a drain from the riv er.
W hen a g ran d hun tis ordered,the supply of w ater is cutoff for a few days,an d
restored on ly w hen the hun tin g party,in elev ated an d safe position s com m an din g the
w atercourse,are preparedtodestroy the poorbeasts thatrush toslak e theirthirst;an d
tothiscon tem ptible butcher-w ork isthe term hun tin g appliedin S in dh.

This ev en in g a n ew aspectw as g iv en to our political position ;the alarm of w ar w as

soun ded.Captain O utram had been detached from Thatta to con v ey the Gov ern or-
g en eral's ultim atum to the A m eers of S in dh,an d had n ow reported their refusal to
accede thereto;con sequen tly n othin g rem ain edbuttoen force subm ission .

M y n otes are n ota system atized n arration of the political an d m ilitary ev en ts of the
cam paig n ;n orhadIthatv iew behin dthe curtain of ourbureaucracy w hich is requisite
tocon ceal orbetray m otiv es oraction s.Un derthese circum stan ces,itm ay seem idle for

m e toin dulg e in speculation ,— tosay such w as the reportof the w hy an d w herefore,
an dsuch appearedtothe m ajority the result.B utw hatishistory?W hen a Caesarw rites
his com m en taries,an dbecom es the historian of his ow n tim es an daction s,the person al
bias is con sideredsufficien tly stron g todisparag e the v alue of the person al k n ow ledg e;
an dthis colorin g m edium ,ev en if itdoes n otdistort,is adm ittedby the m ostcharitably
disposedtobe atthe besta certain ,thoug h a v en ial m isrepresen tation .Thus a hum ble
actorin the scen e lik e m yself,sharin g on ly the n ation al feelin g ,an dhav in g n operson al
in teresttodistortorm isrepresen t,m ay prov e,on the w hole,if a faithful recorderof all

thathe has heard an d seen ,as accurate an historian as on e w ho,thoug h hav in g m ore
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authen ticsources of in form ation than the daily discussion atthe staff m ess-table,m ay
yethav e alsohis reason s forw ishin g tok eep thatin form ation tohim self an dtohav e a
differen tv ersion im posedupon posterity.

Itw asn ev erexplain edw hy Colon el P ottin g erdidn otdeliv erL ordA uck lan d'sm essag e
him self,in stead of em ployin g Captain O utram .The justestim ation in w hich the latter
distin g uished officer w as held in sured the proper discharg e of an y duty en trusted to
him ;butcouldscarcely,itm ay be thoug ht,justify,w ithoutsom e explan ation ,w hatev er
m ig htbe his k n ow n m erits,the tran sferof Colon el P ottin g er's duty an drespon sibilities
toan other,a stran g er in S in dh,an don e w hoheldn oofficial situation there,butas an
hon orary aide-de-cam p tothe Com m an der-in -chief The reg im en ttow hich he belon g s,
the 23rd B om bay N ativ e In fan try,bein g partof the force,he had v olun teered for the

serv ice,an dw asthen presen tw ith the arm y on ly in a m ilitary capacity.

Further, it w as n ev er explain ed w hy L ord A uck lan d's ultim atum had n ot been
com m un icated earlier to the A m eers of S in dh,— w hy a dem an d for a larg e m on ey-
paym en t,w hich w as tobe en forced if refused,had n otbeen m ade k n ow n prev ious to
our lan din g in S in dh.S om e stain m ay assuredly be supposed tohav e fallen upon the
character of the proceedin g s,un til itis satisfactorily show n thatthe delay arose from

un av oidable causes,an dthatthe un opposedlan din g in S in dh w asn otaccom plishedby
con cealm en tof the in ten ded m easures.These are tw o w eig hty m atters,w hich m ay,I
hope,be ev en tually disposedof by those w hopossess the pow erof explain in g them ;as
w ell as the reason s,w hatev er they w ere,w hich occasion ed the haltfor tw o m on ths
betw een lan din g in the H ujam ry an dthe departure from Thatta.

B ut,to return to our cam p atS adan ,the m ostextrav ag an tly exag g erated statem en ts
appeartohav e been m ade of the hostile preparation s of the en em y,an dtohav e been in

a g reatm easure believ ed. A party of our irreg ular horse w as sen tin adv an ce to
recon n oiter;an dM ajorCun n in g ham ,the officercom m an din g ,w asw arn edan dw arn ed
ag ain of the thousan ds an dthousan ds he w as lik ely tom eet,an din structedhow toact
in a thousan d supposed em erg en cies.A m ildun preten din g m an ,butg ood officeran d
brav e soldier,he setoff upon his perilous quest.H is m atter-of-factobserv ation saw n o
B eloochiesw here n on e w ere,an dhe trav elledthroug h the n ig htw ithoutthe sig htorthe
soun dof an en em y;an d,reportedall quiet,an dn oopposition tobe apprehen ded.

Ev ery half-hour throug h the n ig htpatrols of cav alry passed roun d the cam p,an d n o
bag g ag e w as perm itted to be sen tin adv an ce on the m orrow . A ll the caution an d
preparation requisite to foil the v ig ilan ce an d en terprise of the m ostn um erous an d
desperate assailan ts w ere as pun ctiliously en forced as if M ajor Cun n in g ham an d his
P oon ah horse could n othav e eaten all the oppon en ts thatm editated,in theirw rathful
disposition ,tosw allow usupquick ,by n ig htorby day,w hen ev erthey shouldm eetus.
The jestis n otatm ilitary preparation . The poin ts alluded to form the differen ce

betw een disciplin e an dits absen ce;an dthe om ission of these precaution s m ig htsubject
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an arm y in fron tof an en em y to surprise an d disorg an ization .B ut,adm ittin g this,a
pruden tg en eral w ill sav e his troops w hen ev eritlies in his pow er;an da w ise on e w ill
seldom be so totally un in form ed of the stren g th, resources, an d capabilities of the
en em y,asoursatleastappearedtobe.

O urm arch n extm orn in g w as m ade in orderof battle,an dpreparedforaction .A short
stag e of ten m iles broug htus toJerruk atan early hour;butn oten ts hadarriv edbefore
us,an d,alas In oprov ision forbreak fast.O urfirstessay of w hatw as term edroug hin g -
itw as on an exceedin g ly hotm orn in g ,an d the con com itan ts of bak in g in the sun an d
fastin g w ere n eitherpleasan tn orprofitable.Isatfortw ohours un dera beautiful acacia
thatw as w av in g her yellow hair in full blossom ov er the In dus,an d thoug htof other
w atersthan the In dusflood,an dotherbusin essthan the politicsof S in dh.

The position of the tow n of Jerruk is the m ostpleasin g of an y w e had seen .A better
k n ow ledg e of the coun try w ill show w hetherthe D elta couldatan y tim e hav e in cluded
it;orw hetherthe hills,w hich here descen dabruptly tow ards the bedof the riv er,are a
con tin uous chain of heig hts,projectedeastw ardas a spurfrom the m oun tain ran g es of
B eloochistan ,exten din g from n orth tosouth,the w estern boun dary of S in dh.Irreg ular
hills,of abov e on e hun dred feetin heig ht,an d hav in g all flattops,form in g areas of

differen tdim en sion s,from on e hun dred yards square to half a m ile in len g th an d a
quarterin w idth,appeartoform this chain ;an d,from the sum m its of those n earestour
cam p,the w in din g s of the riv erbelow ,an dthe deephue of the dark forests on its ban k ,
exhibited a fin e lan dscape pan oram a of g reatin terestan d beauty.W e thoug ht,as w e
look eddow n upon it,thatsuch a sig htrepaidthe priv ation an dtoil of ourm arch,an d
for the firsttim e con ceiv ed itw as w orth rem em berin g thatw e had seen the classic
In dus.

The tow n of Jerruk occupies a sm all portion of the laststep of the slopin g ridg es,the
term in ation of w hich form s a headlan dprojectin g in toan dhan g in g ov er the riv erata
heig htof aboutthirty feet:itis n ot,fourhun dredyards from the lan din g -place,an dis
thus the firsttow n w e hav e seen in S in dh thatis n oton the alluv ial plain form edby the
deposits of the riv er.The position en tirely com m an ds the n av ig ation ,an d n ota boat
couldpass a battery on the headlan ddescribed;w hilstthe g arrison of the station m ig ht
occupy the v ery ban k ,an dhav e a bettersite fortheirbarrack than an y in L ow erS in dh.

The space w estw ardof the tow n is a harddry g roun dof san d-ston e an da & brie of iron
ore,n otbearin g a blade of g rass or shrub of an y sort,apparen tly abouttw o m iles
square,of irreg ular outlin e from the descen tof three or four hills,an d slopin g v ery
g radually from south ton orth,w here the ridg e descen ds precipitously in tothe alluv ial
plain ,— a fall of about forty feet. The exten t of this hig h g roun d w estw ard an d
southw ard w as n otascertain ed,butitappears toem brace a w ide ran g e of coun try.A
fin er g roun d for a m ilitary can ton m en tof three thousan d m en could n otbe im ag in ed;

elev atedabov e the surroun din g coun try,reachin g tothe v ery ban k of a n av ig able riv er
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supplyin g the bestw ater,n eara flourishin g tow n in an abun dan tcoun try,an data spot
of som e im portan ce as con n ected w ith the w estern fron tier, bein g the g ran d m art
resortedtoby the w ildm oun tain eers of the w estforthe sale of theirrude production s,
an dthe purchase of theirfew im ports.W hen S in dh isoccupiedby B ritish g arrison s,an d

the disposition of them is g uided solely by w hatis bestfor the troops,an d bestfor
B ritish in terests,an dn otfor"m oral effect,"this place,an dprobably S ehw an ,w ill be the
on ly im portan tposition sbetw een S uk k uran dKarachi.

O urm arch w as tohav e been on w ardon the 25th;butthe adv an ce w as coun term an ded
in the n ig ht.The A ssistan tA djutan tGen eral w asen join edn ottodisclose toan y on e this
alteration in the plan s;butw hy,exceptthatthey m ig hten joy the sublim e pleasure of
hearin g thatev eryon e hadbeen disturbed,an dthatthe poorserv an ts hadbeen robbed

of rest,itw ouldbe difficulttocon jecture:happily form e,m y ten tbein g n exttothatof
the Com m issary Gen eral,an ditbein g n ecessary tocom m un icate the im portan tev en tto
him , the A ssistan tA djutan tGen eral rode up to his ten t, an d, ere he could fully
in doctrin ate the sleepin g Com m issary,be hadtostate the factsoloudly thatIheardit;
an d forthw ith callin g m y serv an ts,acquain ted them thatthey had n o occasion to rise
before daybreak ,an dm ig htsleeptheirfill n extm orn in g .The hostile m ov em en ts of the
en em y hadoccasion edthis chan g e;an ditw as becom e n ecessary tog etourboats on the

riv erun derthe protection of the arm y,an dtodisem bark ouram m un ition forserv ice.

The resultshow ed thatthe in form ation on w hich the arm y halted w as a m ostg ross
exag g eration .Ev en the follow in g day,w hen the en em y in thousan ds w ere supposedto
occupy our v icin ity,an d atev ery hour of the n ig hthad been expected toattack ,som e
heedless youn g m en rode the w hole distan ce tothe v icin ity of H yderabad,an dn either
saw n orheardan en em y.Gen eral W ilshire hadsleptin hisboots;an don e half the arm y
hadbeen on the alerttoprotectthe other,but,asitafterw ardsappeared,forn othin g .

A rabble hadbeen assem bledatH yderabad,w hoseem tohav e im ag in edthe possibility
of deterrin g ouradv an ce by theirun m easuredv apourin g an dbullyin g ;butw how isely
determ in ed on abstain in g from an y offen siv e m easures,exceptthe plun der of som e
g rain w hich w as saidtohav e been collectedforthe arm y atH yderabad;itis perhaps to
be reg retted thatthe Com m an der-in -chief w as adv ised to allow them to escape w ith
im pun ity.

The credulity w hich attached im portan ce to the reports receiv ed of the B eloochy
arm am en t,an dthe stren g th of H yderabad,w ith the con sequen thaltatJerruk ,w as the
g reaterrorof the cam paig n ,an doccasion edall the subsequen tev ils experien cedon the
m arch to Kan dahar an d Ghizn i.B utfor this,H yderabad w ould hav e been storm ed
before the 30th;an d w e should hav e heard n o m ore of Im rauh Khan of Khelaut,an d
v ery little of D ostM ahom edof Ghizn i.
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Itw ould hav e been happy forthree m ostexcellen tan d prom isin g youn g m en had w e
n otlostthose precious days atJerruk ;butsuch is m an 's existen ce,— here today an d
g on e tom orrow !the sportapparen tly of acciden t,an dpen den ton a threadtill the place
thatk n ew him k n ow eth him n o m ore! O n the m orn in g of the 29th of Jan uary,the
adjacen tshikarg ah w as observ ed,from a den se colum n of sm ok e ascen din g ,tobe on ire,

an d m an y of our officers rode outtow itn ess it.A m on g others,D octor H ibbertof the
2n d or Q ueen 's Royals, an d L ieuten an ts S park an d N ixon of the sam e reg im en t,
proceededthitheron footw ith fow lin g -pieces an drifles,expectin g exercise on the w ild
an im als driv en by the fire outof the burn in g forest.L ieuten an tH alk ettof the sam e
reg im en taccom pan ied them on horseback ;an d,w hen they plun g ed in to the thick est
parts of the w ood,an d he foun d itim possible toaccom pan y them ,return ed tocam p,
little dream in g of the m elan choly fate aw aitin g them .N oserv an tan don ly on e dog w as

w ith them ; an d the poor beastthe sam e ev en in g return ed to cam p. O n their n ot
return in g in the ev en in g ,som e alarm w as felt;an d,as w e hadsuppedfull of rum ors of
w arforsom e daysbefore,itw as con jecturedthatthey m ig hthav e been m ade prison ers
by the B eloochies.

O n the follow in g m orn in g tw opartiesof cav alry an dirreg ularhorse w ere sen tin search
of them ; an d, sad to say,a v illag er w ho had been cuttin g w ood in the forest, an d

probably foun ditcon v en ien ttofollow the course of the fire,haddiscov eredan dledthe
w ay tow here theirbodiesw ere foun d,half buriedin the shoulderin g an dstill hotashes
of the lon g g rassan dbrushw oodby w hich theirclotheshadbeen destroyed.

M ore pitiable objects w ere n ev erseen than the three bodies as broug htin tocam p:n ota
v estig e of their clothes rem ain ed; the extrem ities w ere partially con sum ed; an d the
black en ed sk in ,an d the lim bs stiffen ed in to the m ostfrig htful distortion s,w ith the
featuresalm osten tirely defaced,exhibitedtotheirfrien dsthe m ostdistressin g spectacle

thatcan be im ag in ed.

A n in questw as im m ediately assem bled,an da v erdictof "A cciden tal death"recorded.
N osig n of sw ord-cutor g un -shotw oun d appeared on their bodies;n or could ithav e
been supposed thatthree en erg etic youn g m en ,w ell arm ed,could hav e m eta v iolen t
death from the en em y w ithouthav in g g iv en som e accoun tof theirassailan ts.The relics
of theirclothes,such as m etal button s,w ere foun don the spot.The barrelsof theirg un s

w ere a v aluable booty w hen foun d,an d w ere easily carried off:itw as n otw on derful
thatthey w ere n otfoun d;butparts of the stock s rem ain ed,show in g thatthey hadbeen
burn t.The bodieshadev iden tly n otbeen rifled;D r.H ibbert'sg oldrin g sw ere lefton his
fin g ers:an d all three show ed,by the in jury receiv ed,w here their pow der-flask s had
explodedon theirsides;an d,on e of the party bein g left-han ded,the side on w hich the
in jury appeared in dicated the character of the occurren ce w hich occasion ed it.This
further prov es an other m ostsatisfactory circum stan ce,thattheir sufferin g m usthav e
been short;sin ce n othree m en couldpossibly hav e been lon g surroun dedby fire w ith

theirsen sesaboutthem ,w ithoutriddin g them selv esof theirg un pow der.
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A close exam in ation of the spotw here the bodies w ere foun d,w hich w as n otv ery far
from w here L ieuten an tH alk etthad lastseen them , seem ed to show thatthey had
ascen ded a tree from w hich to shootsuch an im als as m ig htfly from the forest:som e

sudden chan g e of w in dappears tohav e broug htthe fire on them .O n e of them seem ed
to hav e dislocated his w rist,an d to hav e brok en the bon es of his arm ,in leapin g ,n o
doubt,w ildly from the tree:his com rades m ay hav e perishedthroug h a v ain attem ptto
rescue him .

D octor H ibbertw as a youn g m an of g reatacquirem en ts an d g reatin dustry;an d the
serv ice,by this m ostun happy occurren ce,w as depriv ed of a v ery v aluable m edical
officer.H is taste an d sk ill as a draug htsm an w ere v ery rem ark able;an d his prom ised

assistan ce w ouldhav e g iv en a v alue tothese pag esw hich they can n otn ow possess.

A ll three w ere buried in on e g rav e,on the m orn in g of the S lat;an d the m en of their
reg im en t,the 2n d or Q ueen 's Royals,raised a cairn ov er the spot,of sufficien tsize to
attractn otice,an d puttog ether w ith sufficien tcare tosecure en duran ce.The recorded
v erdictof the in questdid n otsatisfy the m en ,an d the spiritof rev en g e w as bitterly
expressed.They w ere all in terestin g an dam iable m en ,m uch belov edin theircircle an d

by the soldiery; an d, had the reg im en tbeen led thatev en in g to a charg e on the
B eloochies, the sad sig ht of their m utilated officers w ould hav e been fearfully
rem em bered.
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CHAPTER VII.

P rev ious history of the districtof S in dh.— Reports of an approachin g en g ag em en t,an dstren g th
of the en em y.— P rospects of en orm ous booty.— C ause of ourm isun derstan din g w ith S in dh.—
Ultim atum of our Gov ern m en t.— The Gov ern m en tof S in dh.— Its sov ereig n ty sharedby n in e
prin ces.— A n archy con sequen ton such a system .— A n n oun cem en tof an accom m odation w ith
S in dh.— A rm y en cam pn ear H yderabad.— V isits tothe city.— V aryin g accoun ts of the stren g th
of its g arrison .— M ajor B — 's estim ate.— The Greek C om m an dan t.— M ajor B — 's adv en ture
w ith a m oun tedB eloochy.— P roceedin g s of the Reserv e.— Karachi taken ,an d occupied by
them .

TH E orig in , an d cause, an d objectof the w ar w ill n o doubtbe stated in official
docum en ts,an d receiv ed as authen tic by those w horev ere the hig hestauthority;but,
un til the pow ers thatbe are pleasedtoen lig hten the v ulg ar,iton ly rem ain s thatGossip
should en joy her chatter,an d thatw e should reg ister her profoun d speculation s an d

philosophichistory.

The districtof S in dh,form an y ag es past,hadbeen a tributary of the A ffg han k in g dom
of Kabul;buton the dism em berm en tof thatstate,an d its splittin g in to the separate
prin cipalities of Kabul,Kan dahar,H eraut,P eshaw ar,an d Kelaut,the Talpon i tribe in
S in dh w ere able to asserttheir in depen den ce,an d to discon tin ue the paym en tof the
tribute,on ce estim atedatfifteen lahk sof rupeesperan n um ,w hich Kabul hadlev iedon

them in the daysof itspow er.

The exiledm on arch of Kabul hadn ev erforg otten hisclaim on S in dh;an d,in the sev eral
collision s thathav e occurred betw een the B ritish an d S in dh authorities sin ce 1814,is
saidtohav e repeatedly dem an dedn uzeran as,orhom ag e-m on ey,from S in dh,un derthe

threatof cedin g his claim on the coun try tothe B ritish Gov ern m en t.These dem an ds are
further said to hav e alw ays occasion ed a v ery serious em barrassm en tto the courtof
S in dh;an d a lon g -sig hted policy w ould hav e foreseen an d prev en ted the resultw hich

hasdefin itiv ely reducedS in dh tobe a hum ble depen den ton the B ritish em pire.

The arriv al of the P ersian m on arch before H eraut,w ith the Russian en v oy S im on itch in
his cam p,an dthe successful n eg otiation of the Russian ag en tW ik ow itch atKabul,left
the B ritish Gov ern m en t,itw as supposed,n o option butto establish a suprem acy in
Kabul,an d to adv an ce their fron tier beyon d the In dus,un less they w ould con sen tto
hav e som e Russian en v oy in ev ery capital alon g its w ater,an d a Russian fleetin the

In dian ocean ,w ith itsarsen al atKarachi.

D urin g the brief period of S in dh in depen den ce,the peace of its g ov ern m en thad been
disturbed by a far m ore serious sum m on s than the eleem osyn ary m essag es of S hah
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S oojah:the prin ces of S in dh had n oton ly brok en off their ow n depen den ce,buthad
appropriated the im portan tdistrictof S hik arpore, w hich state w as claim ed in the
arrog an ce of con questby Run jeetS in g ,aspartof the prin cipality of P eshaw ar,w hich he
had w rested from the fallen A ffg han m on archy,an d added tohis n ew ly-con solidated

states of the P un jab.Toarrestthis ev il,the S in dh g ov ern m en tappeartohav e look edas
theirlastresource toEn g lan d;an dthe cession of S hik arpore,tobe occupiedby B ritish
troops,w as form ally offered,w ith a larg e proportion of the rev en ue,on con dition of
g uaran teedin depen den ce,an dprotection from theirn orthern superior.

The com m ercial treaty forthe trade of the In duscan n ev erbe applaudedforitssag acity
orfitn essforthe objects aim edat.P assin g m in orm atters,— in the firstplace,the w ish to
ov erreach Run jeetS in g by a m an euv er,in troducedon e article,thatthe n av ig ation of the

riv er should be perem ptorily closed ag ain stthe con v eyan ce of m ilitary stores:thus,to
debar Run jeetS in g from a ben efitw hich the com m on estin tellectm usthav e seen w e
couldby on e w ordhav e n ullifiedw hen usedtoourdisadv an tag e,w e den iedourselv es
the rig htof form in g an arsen al on the spotw here itsposition in suredthe safety of In dia,
an dren deredan y attem ptfrom the W estim practicably chim erical.H adRussia been our
bitterestan dm ostv ig ilan ten em y,she couldn othav e dictateda m ore im portan tarticle
toour in jury an d her ow n in terests.In the secon d place,the m ischiev ous ig n oran ce of

all thatitw ashan dlin g ,an dall thatrelatedtoit,assessedthe riv ertoll atsuch a sum on
each boatas raised the am oun ton the m axim um ton n ag e av ailable on the w aters of
S in dh to on e rupee per m aun d of tw en ty-eig htpoun ds,an d this w hether the freig ht
w ere w ool,w heat,orthe shaw ls of Cashm ere;thus,by on e dash of a pen ,em barg oin g
the n av ig ation of on e of the m ostim portan tan dm ostin terestin g riv ersin the w orld.

S uch a state of affairs could n otlast;n ew treaties an d n ew n eg otiation s w ere n eeded;
an d,occurrin g un dern ew circum stan ces,the w hole political aspectan din terests of the

fron tier lin e becam e ag itated an d in v olv ed, an d the m ostun expected results hav e
follow ed.

The history of these treaties in their prelim in ary an d ratified details m ay perhaps
hereafter proceed from the pen of som e party to the tran saction :these pag es are the
m ere g ossipof the cam p,an dtheirclaim stoin fallibility are ashum ble astheirauthoris
hum ble.S uffice ittosay,thatitpleasedL ordA uck lan dtog uaran tee the restoration of

S hah S oojab,the exiled sov ereig n of Kabul,to partof his form er dom in ion s,an d the
m ain tain in g him in the secure possession thereof,on con dition thatthe in terests of
GreatB ritain should be secured by a frien dly,or,in sim ple term s,by a depen den t
pow erbeyon ditsw estern fron tier.

The m in ordetailscan n otw ell be v en turedon ,upon n obetterauthority than con jecture.
The exiled m on arch aton ce becam e an ally;his con tin g en tto be officered by B ritish
officers,an ddisciplin edaccordin g tom odern tactics,w asfixedatsix thousan dm en :the
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corps w as quick ly in the course of form ation ,an d the subsidiary arran g em en tfor the
adv an ce of the B ritish forcestoKabul proceededw ith en erg y.

The g ran d outlin e of the cam paig n w as the adv an ce of tw o g ran d div ision s of the

B en g al arm y by a route follow in g the v alley of the S utleg e,to its jun ction w ith the
In dus; then ce crossin g the riv er by S hik arpore to Kan dahar, the on ly supposed
practicable route forartillery.O n this m arch the restoredm on arch w as toleadw ith his
con tin g en t,an dtobe supportedby the B ritish div ision ;itbein g hopedthattheirv icin ity
w ouldsecure S hah S oojah from opposition ,w hilsttheirn on -appearan ce on the scen e of
action w ould sav e A ffg han pride an y un n ecessary hum iliation .A third div ision from
B om bay w as to proceed throug h S in dh,an d to occupy S hik arpore,w hilstthe B en g al
troops adv an cedtoKan dahar,in ordertom ain tain the com m un ication an dcov ertheir

rear.

O n the un expectedissue of the sieg e of H eraut,an dthe retreatof the P ersian m on arch,
our affairs assum ed a less threaten in g aspect.W e had an ally in Kam ran S hah,the
P rin ce of H eraut,on the extrem e w est,in steadof ourm ostserious foe,the Russian ized
P ersian arm y;an dthe A ffg han P rin ce of Kelautbein g con sideredtobe m ore disposed
to profitby our allian ce than to risk the con sequen ces of our hostility, the de facto

sov ereig n of Kabul w as leftalon e to bear the brun tof the w ar,an d to be deposed to
m ak e w ay for the restoration of the de jure m on arch,w hom he had him self prev iously

dethron edan dexiled.

D ostM ahom edof Kabul,thoug h a v ig ilan tan den erg eticsoldierof fortun e,w as buta
secon dary pow er; an d arran g em en ts w ere n ow m ade thaton ly on e div ision of the
B en g al force shouldm arch toKan dahar,w hile the othershouldrem ain org an izedan d
haltedatFerospor,tom eetcon tin g en cies,an dbe preparedforan y of those un expected

an d un tow ard occurren ces w hich som etim es tak e the battle from the stron g ,an d the
race from the sw ift,by un -look ed-foracciden ts.

The field-div ision of the B en g al arm y,therefore,leftFerozepor,un derS irW .Cotton ,on
the 8th N ov em ber 1888,an d reached the In dus on the 27th Jan uary,a m arch of sev en
hun dredm iles;an dthere this history leav es them ,tofollow the fortun es of the B om bay
div ision .

O ur adv an ce to Jerruk hav in g been described, itrem ain s to state thatev ery v oice
foreboded w ar,an d thatev ery step in adv an ce w as to be foug htfor an d w on ere w e
proceeded.The arm y of B eloochies atH yderabadw as con sideredby hig h authority as
exceedin g fifteen thousan d m en ,trebled by v ulg ar report,an d en dow ed w ith all the
m ettle thatusually belon g s to m en in buck ram : w hilst, fin ally, the treasure of the
P rin ces of S in dh w as estim atedattw ohun dredlahk s of rupees;an da subaltern 's share
of the booty w as calculated toprom ise him from ten totw en ty thousan d rupees,— a

g olden prospect,an d a cheerin g excitem en tto battle!A blither day,therefore,n ev er
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daw n edon an arm y than didthe 25th of Jan uary on the B om bay div ision of the arm y of
the In dusatJerruk .

Ithas tran spired,thaton the firstdiscussion the Gov ern m en tof S in dh w as calledupon ,

as a com pon en tpartof the A ffg han dom in ion s,topay its quota for the restoration of
S hah S oojah;an d the sum w as fixed attw en ty-eig htlahk s of rupees,in lieu of the
arrears of tribute,rated atn in e lahk s per an n um ,w hich had rem ain ed un paid sin ce
1805:butitw as n otsupposedthatthey w ouldadm itthe rig httodem an da paym en tso
lon g discon tin ued. A force w as therefore ordered to be prepared to support the
n eg otiation .

The subsequen tdiscussion s rem ain un der the seal of official secrecy,an d can on ly be

con jectured by their result,or by acciden tal disclosures;butitw as g en erally believ ed
thatourGov ern m en thadascertain edbeyon da doubt,that,w hen the m on arch of P ersia
w as before H eraut, the P rin ces of S in dh had sen ta m essag e of con g ratulation an d
w elcom e tohim ,an d had offered their hearty w ishes an d cordial cooperation tow ards
assistin g in the expulsion of the B ritish from In dia!This,orsom ethin g approachin g toit,
m usthav e occurred,an d called for a hig her ton e from L ord A uck lan d's g ov ern m en t;
an d the resen tm en t ag ain st these preten ded frien ds, but con cealed en em ies, w as

prom ptan d un equiv ocal. Itw as decided thatthe fron tier of the In dus should be
in sisted on , an d the P rin ces of S in dh com pelled to pay their quota as a perpetual
tribute,in the sam e m an n er,thoug h toa sm allerexten t,than hadform erly been paidby
S in dh toKabul;the am oun tbein g fixedatfourlahk s,an dthe force,tobe perm an en tly
can ton edin S in dh,atfiv e thousan dm en .

Thatthe P rin ces of S in dh should feel in dig n an tatthis hash ultim atum ,is n otto be
w on dered at; an d itcan n otbe m atter of surprise thatsom e apprehen sion s w ere

en tertain ed by Gov ern m en tof a san g uin ary strug g le,or thatv ictory w ould be dearly
purchased. Thus, thoug h the B om bay div ision w as probably double w hat w as
n ecessary,an d,from the pov erty of the coun try,w as en cum bered by its ow n w eig ht,
an d straiten ed beyon d m easure for forag e an d ev en for prov ision s,a reserv e force of
three thousan d m en w as hurried up from B om bay,an d a requisition w as sen tto the
adv an cin g B en g al div ision todetach a stron g brig ade southw ardfrom Roree,w here it
w ascrossin g the In dus,tocooperate in the reduction of H yderabad.

A m ore sin g ularsystem of g ov ern m en tw as n ev erorg an ized,orratherexistedw ithout
org an ization , than the w retched olig archy of S in dh. The pedig ree of horses is held
sacredby jock eys,an dheraldsdelig httotrace throug h all theirram ification sthe lin eag e
of those w hom an cestors drew lon g -bow s atH astin g s;butthis feelin g has seldom g on e
so far as to v alue the g en ealog y of the "B lack P rin ces" of an y fam ily of H in dostan .
H ow ev erlon g -descen dedm ay be the P rin ces of the Talporidyn asty of S in dh,suffice it
to say,that,som e forty years ag o,som e bold adv en turer lifted up his stan dard,an d
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collecteda rabble-routag ain stthe precedin g race of Kuloora.The in surrection ceasedto
be treason able by bein g prosperous,an dthe pow erdev olv edon the stron g est.

The n ew m on arch,throug h brotherly affection ,or throug h the n ecessity w hich m ade

the firstN orm an g ran tso larg e a fief to the Earl of W an erm e an d the residue of his
chiefs,adm ittedhis brothers in toan equal share in the sov ereig n ty,an dthe m on archy
becam e a trium v irate.A this death,the brothers un g en erously attem ptedtodepriv e his
son of the con sideration due to his birth;butthe youn g m an , after som e years of
n eg lect,took arm s,an dassertedw hatm ay be calledhis rig hts,w hich he securedeither
by hisow n courag e orthroug h the cow ardice of hisun cles.In processof tim e they died,
an da few chan g es of fam ily hav e n ow leftS in dh un derthe rule of fourprin ces residin g
atH yderabad;three prin ces residin g atKhyrepore,tw ohun dredm iles n orth;an dtw o

residin g at M eerpoor, probably sev en ty m iles south an d east of H yderabad. A n
olig archy of n in e sov ereig n s!in a coun try n otthree hun dredan dtw en ty m ilesin len g th,
an d of an av erag e breadth of habitable lan d less than on e hun dred m iles!— the m ost
thin ly-peopledan dthe m ostm iserably poorIev ertrav elledthroug h,an dthe leastable
tosupportthis tailor-lik e person ification of royalty,requirin g precisely n in e A m eers,or
prin ces,tom ak e upon e sov ereig n !

These exalted g en tlem en ag ree apparen tly in on ly on e poin t,the m ostin ten se m utual
hatred an d distrustof each other. The districts are div ided by lot, each selectin g a
v illag e in succession ;an d,as con tig uity of site is the lastobjectcon sidered,itfollow s
thatscarcely an y tw oadjoin :— w hen ce,as the an im osities of the headare show n by the
v ibration s of the tail,the peace an dhappin ess of a coun try m ay be im ag in edw here the
m on archy is m erely held tog ether by the fear of foreig n in terferen ce;w here n o tw o
adjoin in g v illag es belon g to the sam e palatin e an d in depen den tsov ereig n lord;an d
w here the v illag e police authorities throug hout recom m en d them selv es to their

respectiv e sov ereig n s by thw artin g ,resistin g ,an dan n oyin g the police authorities of the
v illag e adjacen t,tothe utm ostexten tin theirpow ershortof open hostility.

S uch a rope of san d,such a pyram idon its apex in steadof its base,can n otpossibly be
im ag in ed;an dthe attack in g itby cautioussteps,an dm easured,slow approaches,offers
a stron g con trasttothe cam paig n sof L ordL ak e,an dthe firstsieg e of S erin g apatam .

The w ife of H otspur could n ottell w hatshe had n otbeen told,n or can these pag es
disclose the chain of acciden tsorreason in g by w hich the P rin cesof S in dh w ere in duced
tocon fess thatall theirpreten sion s w ere atan en d,an dtheirlasthope of deceiv in g the
B ritish political authorities, an d of con cealin g their lack of pow er, w as reluctan tly
aban don ed.Itm usthav e been a bitterack n ow ledg m en t,an dw asv ery possibly asm uch
a m atter of surprise tothe dig n itaries of S in dh them selv es as itm ay hav e been toour
ow n officials.
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Tocon clude this ev en tful history.O n the ev en in g of the 31stJan uary itw as an n oun ced
throug h the cam p, w ith teleg raphic speed an d brev ity, thatw e w ere to hav e "n o
fig htin g an dn oprize-m on ey."

The firstperem ptory refusal of the A m eers of S in dh to acceptthe treaty had been
follow edby a S iby llin e v isitation ,n otin reducin g its quan tity an din creasin g its v alue,
butin addin g other articles,an d in adv an cin g the am oun tof firstdem an ds.The fin al
treaty w as said to be the rig htto can ton a B ritish arm y atThatta,w hich the A m eers
oug htn ottohav e resisted,sin ce fev erw ouldsoon hav e ridthem of theiren em ies;the
paym en tof tw en ty-eig htlahk s of rupees toS hah S oojah,in lieu probably of all arrears
due toKabul sin ce 1805,or thereabout,w hen the tribute w as lastpaid;an d the future
paym en tof four lahk s of rupees per an n um to the B ritish Gov ern m en tin m on ey-

paym en t,— w hich is em in en tly the m ostjudicious proceedin g thatcan be im ag in ed,
sin ce n o n ativ e g ov ern m en tw ill ev er pay four lahk s a-year w ithoutev ery species of
procrastin ation an dsubterfug e;an dthe en dw ill be,eithersequestration of coun try,or
the farm in g outof the districts toban k ers forsecurity of reg ularity of paym en t;an din
either case the B ritish Gov ern m en tw ill g ain an in fin itely m ore adv an tag eous hold of
S in dh than couldbe securedun derthe presen tdeclaration of disin terestedn ess.

The treaty bein g defin itiv ely sealed an d ratified,the arm y leftJerruk on the 3rd of
February;an dthe follow in g day en cam pedatKotry,on the w estern ban k of the In dus,
opposite to H yderabad,w hich is four m iles from the riv er,an d on an other bran ch
term ed the Fulaila,w hich by the caprice of this w ild curren tis n ow n early dry,an d
presen ts durin g the ebb of the riv er n o con tin uous curren t, hav in g on ly occasion al
pools,thoug h a broadexpan se of w aterdurin g the in un dation .

O urtroopsfoun da silen tdusty plain on w hich toen cam p;an dthe opposite ban k of the

riv er,w hich had been represen ted to be cov ered w ith som e thousan ds of B eloochies,
w as equally silen t,solitary,an d dusty:n osig n of hostility,or m ean s for bein g hostile,
w ere m an ifest;butthe uttern ak edn ess of the lan dw as ev eryw here ev iden t.O n e roun d
tow er of con siderable m ag n itude distin g uished the palace of the A m eers.A ll else that
could be seen of H yderabad w as a con fused m ass of w alls,roofs,an d trees,an d the
w hole en v elopedin the dusty atm osphere of S in dh;of w hich itm ay be boldly asserted,
thatitis the den sestduston the earth in w hich an y n ation liv es an dbreathes,orrather

darestobreathe,yetcan liv e.

W e w ere in "un ity,peace,an dcon cord;"buton ly on e of the fourA m eers of H yderabad
paid the Com m an der-in -Chief an d m em ber of the B om bay Gov ern m en t, the
com plim en tof a v isit,by sen din g hisson ,a lad,w ith an apolog y forhisow n in ability to
com e in person ,on accoun tof in disposition .The others held aloof;an d w e w ere told
that,thoug h the presen ce of our force com pelled the prom ptpaym en tof ten lahk s of
rupees,— the firstin stallm en tof the tw en ty-eig htdue to S hah S oojah,— yetthatthe

chiefs had toiled an d trav ailed sore to persuade their m utin ous B eloochies to refrain
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from hostilities:n ay,itw as asserted,"thatthe A m eers hadbeen com pelled topay fiv e
lahk stotheirB eloochiesere they couldv en ture topay ten tous."

Im en tion this on ly as the g ossip of the cam p;butitw as g en erally assertedby n ativ es,

an dbeliev edby us,thatthe A chilles of S in dh w as on e of the A m eers of M eerpore,the
truculen tg en ius w hohadarrestedthe prog ress of ourcam els from Kutch;an dthathis
cousin s,the A m eers of H yderabad,had paidhim an d his people tw olahk s tom ak e it
ag reeable tothem tojoin the ren dezv ous atH yderabad;but,w hen itw as ascertain ed
thatw e w ere n otplayin g this tim e,an d thata con flictw as certain un less av erted by
subm ission ,the rude soldier an d his un ruly rabble affected to m ain tain their w arlik e
disposition ,an dcon triv edtoextortthree lahk s m ore as a secon dbribe toin duce them
toreturn totheirv illag esw ithoutcom m ittin g theirg ov ern m en tby a cow ardly attack of

som e thiev ish k in don the B ritish boatsorstores.

For three days w e w ere prohibitedfrom en terin g H yderabad;buton the fourth itw as
an n oun cedthatofficers,un dercertain reg ulation s,m ig htv isitthe city;an dm an y w en t,
w hose accoun ts all ag reed that,as a tow n ,itw as rather dirtier an d m ean er than the
av erag e secon d-rate prov in cial or zillah tow n s in In dia; butn o tw o g av e the sam e

opin ion on the B eloochy g arrison .B y som e they w ere estim ated atfrom ten tofifteen

thousan d w arriors,m an ly,m artial,an d excited tothe lastdeg ree,an d restrain ed on ly
by som e un accoun table dispen sation of P rov iden ce from attack in g ourcam p.

A m on g others w how en tw as m y frien dM ajorB — ,w ho,w ithouthav in g an y taste for
the discov ery of m ares-n ests,couldsee as farin toa m illston e as his n eig hbors.H e n ot
on ly used his ow n eyes, but em ployed tw o in tellig en t n ativ es accustom ed to
observ ation to ascertain the stren g th of the en em y;an d his estim ate w as som ethin g
abov e on e thousan dfiv e hun dred,an dbelow tw othousan d.H e dran k a bottle of beer,

an dan otherof M adeira,w ith a Greek ,the Com m an dan tof the H yderabadartillery;an d
ascertain edthathisliquorw asbetterthan hisordn an ce,— thatthe g un s w ere n early as
certain tohav e k illed the g un n ers as the en em y,had they been fired;added tow hich,
the redoubtable can n on eer adm itted,as his heartw arm ed w ith liquor an d lov e of the
En g lish,an djoy atthe hon orof drin k in g w ith an E n g lish field-officer,thathe ek edout
hisstipen dof sev en ty-fiv e rupeesperm on th by in sertin g som e tw ohun dredpaperm en
upon his m uster-roll, an d that, throug h the g oodn ess of God, he w as sole m uster-

m aster.

In com in g hom e,M ajorB — w as join edby a w ell-m oun tedB eloochy horsem an ;an dthe
free-m ason ry w hich en ables g ood fellow s to distin g uish k in dred spirits ata g lan ce,
m ade them aton ce acquain ted."Is your horse an A rab?" said the B eloochy."I'll race
w ith you."— "Good"said the M ajor,"here g oes!"an d aw ay they rode,n eck orn othin g ,
for a m ile;an d the B eloochy dead-beaten .— "I'll try you ag ain on sm oother g roun d,"
saidthe B eloochy.A n yw here,eithersm ooth orroug h,"saidthe M ajor;an d,the g roun d

becom in g m ore lev el, aw ay they w en t ag ain in the sam e frolicsom e m ood of
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ov erflow in g spirits,butthe M ajorstill leadin g .— "Itw on 'tdo,Isee,"saidthe B eloochy:
"m y horse is fat,an dn otin g allopin g trim ,as yours is."— "The m ore the pity,"saidthe
M ajor:"there isn opleasure lik e ridin g w ith a g oodsoldieron a g oodhorse."

B y this tim e they hadreachedthe ban k of the riv er,an dthe B eloochy accom pan iedhis
n ew frien dtothe ferry-boat;butthe M ajor's horse,thoug h itcouldg allopfree en oug h,
w as restiv e atthe sig htof the ferry-boat,an dthe M ajor,som ew hatw roth,w as beatin g
him in ."D on 'tbeathim ,don 'tbeathim ,if you lov e m e,"saidthe B eloochy."In sha A lla,
I'll teach you how toputyourhorse in toa boatw ithoutbeatin g him ."The sim ple m ode
w as tofasten a rope toon e of the fore-leg s,an d the tw oboatm en drag g in g atit,till it
w as lifted up in the attitude of Kin g Charles's steed atCharin g -cross, an d un til it
becam e an im possibility thathe should k ick :thus secured,the B eloochy tak in g up an

oar by on e en d, an d g iv in g the other to the M ajor, they stood on each side, an d,
applyin g the m iddle of the oarag ain stthe horses'buttock s,pushedaw ay,till the poor
brute,losin g his balan ce,had n othin g leftbuttofall on his n ose headlon g ,or tojum p
in tothe boat,w hich he forthw ith did,w ith the m eek n ess of a lam b."You hav e taug ht
m e a w rin k le,m y frien d,"saidM ajorB — .A n datleaston e B ritish officeran don e w ell-
m oun ted B eloochy m etan d parted in m utual g ood-w ill,after half an hour of pleasan t
fellow ship.

I did n otv isitthe city,— n otthroug h in curiousn ess, butthatm y health an d head,
som ew hatthe w orse for tw en ty-eig htyears'bak in g of m y brain s w ithin the tropics,
can n otbear w ith im pun ity a day's exposure to the sun ;an d the crossin g of the riv er,
an dthe ride tothe city an dthroug h it,an dthe return an dthe recrossin g ,couldn otbe
perform edun derthe betterpartof a day.

S till Im ustadd,in m y ow n defen ce,that,if all w hodidg ohadn otag reedthatthe ride

w as n otrepaidby the g ratification ,an dthatthere w as literally n othin g w orth seein g ,I
con sider itleg itim ate g oodcause torisk a headache,an d tospen dfour orsix hours in
the sun ,tosee the capital city of a n ativ e sov ereig n ty:buthere there appearedsom e risk
of in sult,as w ell as other in con v en ien ces.A con tem ptible en em y,thathas n otbeen
crushed,has a plea of justification to in dulg e in a little flourish of im pertin en ce;an d
specim en s of this w ere m en tion ed, w hich n o m an experien ced in n ativ e character
w ouldputhim self in the w ay of,if he couldcon v en ien tly k eepclearof the irritation .

O n the ev en in g of the 4th,w e hearda n ativ e reportthatKarachi hadbeen bom barded
by the A dm iral,an d destroyed by on e broadside.O n the 6th,a letter arriv ed from
B rig adierV alian t,K.H .of herM ajesty's 40th reg im en t,com m an din g the reserv e,dated
the 3rd, an d statin g thather M ajesty's ship W ellesley, sev en ty-four, an d H an n ah
tran sport,hav in g on boardherM ajesty's 40th reg im en tan da com pan y of artillery,had
arriv ed before Karachi on the 2n d,an d sum m on ed the fortto surren der.The an sw er
g iv en by the Com m an dan tw as,thathe w as"a B eloochy,an dw oulddie first."
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Itw as fortun ate forB ritish in terests thatthe credulity w hich sw allow edthe baitof the
B eloochy brag g adocio, an d halted the arm y atJerruk , w as n otthe w eak n ess of S ir
Frederick M aitlan d the A dm iral, or of B rig adier V alian t. Fishin g -boats had been
captured;an dthe fisherm en ,eitherin structedtolie,orlyin g forthe pleasure of it,an d

the habitw hich m ak es itthe secon d n ature of a S in dian ,g rav ely assured the A dm iral
an d the B rig adier thatthe fortof M an ors atthe en tran ce of Karachi harbor w as m ost
form idably m an n edan dpreparedfora sieg e;an dthaton e of the A m eersof S in dh,w ith
a colum n of three thousan dm en ,hadactually arriv edatKarachiforits defen ce."B y all
m ean s!" said the A dm iral,"then w e shall hav e the firsttrial of them ;the m ore the
better!" D isposition s w ere quick ly m ade for the attack :the 40th reg im en tan d artillery
lan ded,an d the ship w as broug htn ear for action .W hen all w as ready,the fortw as a
secon dtim e m osthum an ely sum m on ed;tow hich itw as replied,that"the fortm ig htbe

storm ed,butshouldn otbe surren dered;"an dthey forthw ith com m en cedhostilities by
firin g on the A lg erin e from the fort.The W ellesley in stan tly open ed her broadside,
w hich in an hourdism an tledthe breastw ork of the fort.N otan othershotw as firedby
the en em y,w hoseem tohav e been horrified,ag hast,an dpan ic-struck by the firsthail-
storm clatter of the W ellesley's batteries.B ein g seen flyin g outof the fort,the firin g
ceased;an d a party g oin g up to the place,an d en terin g by a breach,foun d item pty;
w hen the flyin g g arrison ,bein g all captured,w as foun d to con sistof tw en ty m en .S o

m uch for B eloochy v elour,an d the coun tless thousan ds of their m uster-roll;the m ost
im portan tfortress in the coun try g arrison edby a score of com batan ts,an dthe fortitself
dism an tledan dbreachedin lessthan an hour!

The tow n of Karachi w as surren dered im m ediately, an d occupied n extday by her
M ajesty's 40th reg im en t,an dthe head-quarters of the reserv e force station edthere.Itis,
Ibeliev e,chiefly,if n oten tirely,due toB rig adierV alian t,thatthe B om bay Gov ern m en t
obtain ed L ord A uck lan d's san ction to prev en t the rem ov al of her M ajesty's 40th

reg im en tto Thatta;an d,if the judg m en tan d foresig htw hich preserv e liv es be equal
v irtuesw ith the brav ery an dscien ce w hich are usedtodestroy,B rig adierV alian thasn o
hum ble claim forcon sideration in hav in g prev en tedthe sam e fate befallin g the g allan t
40th w hich did befall the un fortun ate 22n d an d 26th reg im en ts of B om bay N ativ e
In fan try atThatta.
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CHAPTER VIII.

M ov em en ts of the B en g al div ision .— The B om bay div ision resum es its m arch.— Fertility of the
district.— C harg e ag ain stZadig S hah of en han cin g prices in the bazaars.— A courtof in quiry
appoin ted.— Resultof the in v estig ation un k n ow n .— D ecayedtow n s of S un an dA um ry.—
P ulla fishery atthese places.— C urious m ode of fishin g .— D escription of the fish.— W him sical
n otion s en tertain edby the n ativ es respectin g its habits.— P icturesque situation of L ukky.— The
L ukky M oun tain s.— P un ishm en t of three cam el "lifters."— D eath of L ieut. C am pbell.—
Reflection s.— A rran g em en ts forcrossin g the pass.— V ex atious in tellig en ce.— C row dedstate of
the pass.— P erilous defile.— A ppearan ce of the riv er from the sum m itof the ridg e.— Ruin s of
S ehw an .— S peculation s on its an cien thistory.— M arch of the M acedon ian arm y.— Errors of
m odern w riters.— Resum ption of ourm arch.— The "Garden of S in dh." — C on tretem ps.— A
m istake of orders.— C on sequen tcon fusion in the cam p.— L ose m y w ay in com pan y w ith Zadig
S hah.— Tow n of L arkhan u.— M oderate prices of prov ision s.— Gen eral order in corporatin g us
w ith the A rm y of the In dus.

TH E arran g em en tw hich detain ed the arm y tw o m on ths betw een the lan din g atthe
H ujam ry an d Jerruk , sev en m arches an d a distan ce shortof eig hty m iles; an d the
ig n oran ce of the en em y's real m ean s,w hich halted us there atthe m om en tw hen the
decisiv e blow m ig hthav e been struck ,an dall the difficultiesof the cam paig n ov ercom e
atitsoutset,— w ere n oton ly ev ilsof the firstm ag n itude in them selv es,butthe cause of
w orse m ischief'spursuin g them .

The B en g al arm y arriv edatRoree,w here itw as destin edtocross the In dus,on the 27th
of Jan uary;atw hich date the B om bay div ision m ig hthav e been there tom eetthem :but
w e w ere then supposedtobe atbay am on g the m yriads of B eloochies;an dthe B en g al
troops,in stead of restin g m en an d cattle after a m arch of upw ards of sev en hun dred
m iles,hurried on alon g the eastern ban k of the In dus by forced m arches toour relief,
an d had trav elled upw ards of on e hun dred m iles southw ard ere they w ere
coun term an ded;the w hole distan ce of w hich they hadtom arch back ag ain .

The B om bay div ision resum ed its m arch on the 10th of February;a duststorm on the
12th,con tin uedthroug h the 13th,atKassye an dM ajen dy,w ill be lon g rem em beredby
those w ho en dured the torm en t.O ur journ ey n ow lay throug h a fertile an d peopled
coun try. Itis true thatm ere v illag es bore the desig n ation of tow n s an d cities, an d
show edthatthe dw arfs of In dia w ouldpass forg ian ts here;butstill,as a con trastw ith
the reg ion betw een the H ujam ry an d H yderabad,this w as a w ealthy district.B utw e

w ere n ow to starv e in the m idstof plen ty;our H yderabad M ehm an der,Zadig S hah,
w as accused by Captain O utram of the m ostdishon orable practices in the bazaars to
profitby oursupplies,thereby raisin g all prices ten fold,an dlev yin g full paym en tfrom
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our com m issariat for w hatev er the A m eers of S in dh had been assessed for the
restoration of S hah S oojah.There can be little doubtbutthata larg e proportion ,if n ot
the w hole of the sum paid by the A m eers,has return ed totheir treasury in in creased
rev en ue,un deron e headoran other,throug h ourexpedition in S in dh.

The charg es of Captain O utram w ere stoutly resisted by L ieuten an tEastw ick ,on e of
Colon el P ottin g er's assistan ts; an d a m ilitary court of in quiry, of w hich Gen eral
W illshire w as presiden t,hav in g heardboth the accuseran dthe defen dan tatL ark han u,
con curred w ith Captain O utram .The resultw as n ev er publicly an n oun ced,butthe
H om e Gov ern m en tshouldk n ow thatsuch an occurren ce took place;an dthat,how ev er
triflin g an item in the expen diture of the cam paig n a few lahk sof rupeesm ore orless of
com m issariat charg es m ay be, an d how ev er desirable it m ay occasion ally be for

g ov ern m en ts to w in k atfraud on the public treasury by a fav ored ally, yetsuch
paym en tsfell heav ily on the jun iorsof the officers,an druin ously on the n ativ e soldiers.
M ajor B illam ore of the 1stB om bay reg im en t,an d M ajor A rtchison of the 5th,deserv e
hon or for the stan d they m ade in support of the claim s of their m en ; an d the
occurren cesan dn otesthatpassedthereon w ill n otreadily be forg otten .

February 14th.— H alted atS un , the relic of an an cien ttow n of som e exten t an d

population ;an dn extday atA um ry,alsofallen from a betterstate;both on the ban k of
the riv er,w hich seem edhere recedin g from the w estern an d,n odoubt,en croachin g on
the eastern shores.

A tthese places w e firstsaw the P ulla fishery on the In dus;a piscatory pursuitw hich
m ore n early reduces the hum an form div in e in to an aquatic beastof prey than Izaak
W alton ,or an y disciple of the "g en tle craft," could hav e con tem plated by the silv er
Tham es.A larg e,lig ht,an dthin earthen v essel of the stron g an dun equalledpottery of

the In dus'clay sothoroug hly bak ed,form a the fisherm an 's float:itis fully four feetin
diam eter, an d aboutthirty in ches hig h; of a v ery flatten ed form , an d exceedin g ly
buoyan t.O n this the fisherm an balan ces him self on his stom ach:cov erin g the short
n eck an d sm all aperture attop,an d laun chin g him self forth on the curren t,paddles
w ith hisleg sbehin dtosteerhiscourse,driftin g w ith the stream ,an dholdin g hispouch-
n etopen toreceiv e the prey,w hich,w hen caug ht,he depositsin hisreserv oir,the v essel
he floatson .

The P ulla is an oily fish of a v ery stron g potted-lobsterflav or,an dg reatly adm iredby
our g ourm an ds; butitis un fortun ately m ostdetestably bon y, an d thatto a deg ree
w hich ren dersitscarcely safe foran un w arn edan dhun g ry trav elertov en ture on it.W e
w ere div idedin ouropin ion of the flav or;som e pron oun cedita resem blan ce tosalm on ,
others tom ack erel or potted-lobster:m y recollection of Edin burg h caller herrin g s w as
rev iv ed,an d the w ell-experien ced in fresh herrin g s ag reed w ith m e;butthe pulls is
in ten sely stron g er.
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The fish w e saw av erag edtw en ty in chesin len g th,an dm ig htw eig h a poun dan da halt
or n early tw o poun ds:the shoals are m ig ratory,an d ascen d the riv er as far as B uk k a
betw een Jan uary an d A pril.The n ativ es im ag in e thatthey trav el thither on a relig ious
pilg rim ag e to the shrin e of Kajuu Kizr;an d g rav ely assure us,that,on attain in g ,an d

sw im m in g roun d,the holy isletan d shrin e of the sain t,they follow ed our S t.Jam es's
courtetiquette,w here n o courtier's back can possibly be turn ed upon sacred royalty,
an d thatthe poor pilg rim fishes n ev er presen ted their tails tow ards the hallow ed
Kuddum zah (footstep-place)of the sain ttill fairly roun d,an dback ag ain pastthe islet.

O n the 16th of February w e reached L uk k y,an d orders w ere issued for m archin g the
n extday toS ehw an ;butitw as ascertain edthatthe pass w as im practicable forartillery.
Itis quite outof m y pow er to explain how itfell,thathav in g halted atKotry,n ear
H yderabad,from the 4th tothe 10th of February,n oon e had been sen tin adv an ce to
surv ey the route:butIhearditstated,an dIbeliev e ittobe true,thatM ajorCam pbell,
Q uarterm aster-Gen eral,didw ish todetach a surv eyin g party in adv an ce,an dw as n ot
allow ed to do so; con sequen tly, n o part of the respon sibility of the un expected

deten tion un derthe passcan be tran sferredtohisdepartm en t.

The situation of L uk k y is sin g ularly picturesque,bein g n ear an im m en se lak e,w hich
appearsatsom e form erperiodtohav e been a reach of the In dus,an dseem sa m ile w ide
an d sev eral m iles in len g th. The L uk k y m oun tain s, apparen tly upw ards of on e
thousan dfeethig h,an dsom e of the pin n acles of the ran g e probably on e thousan dfiv e
hun dred feet,here slope dow n ,an d presen ta broad shoulder for aboutthree m iles
tow ards the riv er:alon g the base of this,for n ear tw o m iles,w as a ban k w hich som e

ag es ag om usthav e been throw n upag ain stthe rock ,an dw hich,w hen w e passed,w as
upw ards of a hun dred yards in w idth, cov ered w ith stately foresttrees an d hug e
tam arisk s of the larg estg row th.O v erthis ban k the w hole arm y passedon the 20th,but
n ota v estig e of itn ow rem ain s;an d on m y return from the arm y,in Jan uary 1840,by
the riv er,m y boatg lidedclose un derthe m oun tain ,ov er the v ery site w here the ban k
hadbeen ,an dov erw hich the arm y hadm archedeig htm on thsbefore:sog reata chan g e
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occurrin g un der our eyes in so shorta tim e,m ay explain chan g es thatw ould appear
in explicable an din credible in an y othercoun try.

The g eolog ical appearan ce of the L uk k y hills atthis spotw ill n o doubtbe fully

illustrated by som e m ore erudite scribbler than m yself;butw ithoutreferen ce to the
w on dersof Creation ,an dthe chan g esm ade sin ce on the w orld'scrusty surface,itw asa
m ostin terestin g occupation to v isitthe m oun tain s,an d the hotsprin g s w hich issued
from them .There appearedatthis term in ation tothe eastw ardof this spurof the g reat
chain of m oun tain s run n in g from the H in doo Kosh to the sea,betw een Karachi an d
S oum eean y,tobe tw oparallel ran g es,exten din g irreg ularly in a lin e from south-w estto
n orth-east;av erag e heig htestim atedtoexceedon e thousan dfeet,an dthe loftiestpeak s
aboutfifteen hun dred.These ran g es,as far as our v iew exten ded,appeared,atabout

ev ery tw om iles of theirlen g th,tobe splitacross by a hug e fissure descen din g throug h
the heartof the m oun tain ,ev iden tly ren tasun derby som e con v ulsion of n ature;the tw o
opposite faces of the cliffs precisely correspon din g to each other in strata an d fig ure,
distin ctly in dicated separation , there bein g hollow s in the on e w here there w ere
projection s in the other,Throug h on e of these fissures w e m ade ourw ay in tothe v alley
betw een the tw o ran g es; an d I hav e n ev er seen a m ore fearful dell. O n e or tw o
m iserably stun tedtrees,w ith rag g edan dhalf-n ak edbran ches,an dsearedleaf,addedto

the desolate an dun n atural appearan ce of the v alley.A brook of din g y discoloredw ater,
tain tedw ith the sulphurettedchalybeate of the hotsprin g ,em itteda sm ok y fetidv apor,
an doccasion eda closen ess of the airdisag reeable tobreathe.The v alley w as n ow here a
hun dred yards broad,an d seldom beyon d fifty,an d m erely form ed the bed of this
un earthly riv ulet.The hotsprin g s w ere n um erous in ev ery partof the v alley;som e at
102°, an d others at 108° of Fahren heit. Crusts of calcareous deposit, stron g ly
im preg n ated an d colored w ith sulphur,cov ered ev ery pebble or stick thatlay in the
w atercourses.The taste of the w ater w as n otpleasan t;but,exceptin g the disag reeable

tem perature,n otv ery offen siv e.

A w ilder scen e than the appearan ce of these hills Ihav e n ev er seen .Ido n otape the
philosopher,n orpreten dtoexplain :Ion ly say,letus suppose,on the firstdrain ag e of
the earth after the reig n of chaos, the firstseparation of w etfrom dry, successiv e
deposits of san d an d con g lom erate,or pebbles,tohav e been laid in altern ate strata of
aboutten totw elv e feetthick ,w ith a plen tiful sprin k lin g of sea-shells in each stratum ,

n ow fossilized;then thatan earthquak e con v ulsion shall hav e heav edupthe orig in ally
lev el surface in tw oparallel w av es,form in g tw oran g es of hills,in the hollow betw een
w hich a riv ulet,the drain ag e of the superiorportion of the m oun tain s,an dcarryin g off
the local sprin g s,has added the action of w ater toalter the in terior,or v alley faces,of
the hills.

Ran g es of hills of a thousan d feetelev ation ,an d apparen tly n othav in g a thousan d
yardsof base,are n otlik ely tohav e been form edin altern ate layersof san dan dpebbles,
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as accurately defin edas the sk in s roun dthe bulb of an on ion ;Ipresum e,therefore,the
g eolog istw ill con siderthe orig in al deposittohav e been m ade on a lev el surface.

B utthe m ostextraordin ary partw as the aspectof the relics of the pebbly layers.The

upheav in g of a lev el surface tosuch a heig htw ouldoccasion all the upperlayers tobe
brok en short;an dthisw asprecisely the state of the m oun tain ;w hilstthe action of w ater
hav in g apparen tly w ashed aw ay the softsan d,the pebbly ridg es stood erectlik e the
ribs of a w reck ed ship.Ican n otim ag in e a m ore in terestin g scen e for scien ce an d the
habits of observ ation to draw practical lesson s from ,to en able us to reason on less
obv iouscauses,an dlesseasily un derstoodchan g eson the earth'ssurface.

O n the 18th of February,w e had,Ithin k ,ourfirstpublicexhibition of the pun ishm en t

of ourcam el "lifters."Three B eloochies,detectedan dcapturedin the actof attem ptin g
to steal cam els,w ere treated after the sum m ary system of m ilitary pun ishm en t,led
throug h the cam pan dv illag e bazaars,receiv in g tw odozen stripesin each cam pbazaar;
an d fin ally,in the v illag e,their heads an d beards shav ed,an d thus dism issed.S uch
pun ishm en tw as the extrem e of g en tlen ess an d m ercy com pared to w hatan y n ativ e
pow erw ouldhav e in flicted;an d,as a specim en of theirlen ity,on e of the offen ders,on
bein g un bon n eted to be shav ed,w as foun d lack in g on e ear,in dicatin g thathe had

already tastedpun ishm en tfortheft,an dw asan oldoffen der.

W e had n ocause of quarrel w ith the S in dian s for thefts;a cam p lik e ours w ould hav e
suffered m ore from robberies in on e n ig htin Guzeratthan w e had don e for the three
m on ths w e had been in S in dh.They w ere,how ev er,by n o m ean s w an tin g in a less
v iolen t,butn otless efficacious m ode of "spoilin g the Eg yptian s,"— thatis,of acquirin g
by craft. A m ore bare-faced course of leg al robbery w as n ev er practiced than w as
carriedon un derthe supposedsug g estion of the rulers of the coun try;the bazaarprices

bein g ev eryw here quadrupled on our approach, an d our serv an ts an d follow ers
reducedalm osttostarv ation by prices hig h beyon dall thatw as ev erheardof before in
In dia,an d that,too,in a coun try prov erbial for its cheap m ark ets,an d abun dan ce of
g rain an dforag e.

O ur haltatL uk k y w as sadden ed by the decease, after on ly fiv e days' illn ess, of
L ieuten an tCam pbell of the 1streg im en tCav alry.H e w assom e fam ily con n ection of S ir

Jam es Carn ac,an d w as buildin g larg ely on his supposed brillian tprospects un der S ir
Jam es'sg ov ern m en t.A las!an dthusisitthatourcastlesin the aircom e tum blin g dow n ,
an d are as speedily destroyed as easily im ag in ed:"air they are,an d in toair they soon
fade an dv an ish!"H e diedon the 19th,an dw asburiedon the 20th.

A w ork in g -party of fiv e hun dred m en of the 5th reg im en t,an d fiv e hun dred dooly-
bearers,had been em ployed sin ce the 16th rem ov in g obstacles on the face of the hill,
lev elin g irreg ularities,an ddrag g in g the g un s tothe sum m it.The artillery w ere ov eron

the 20th,an dthe arm y m archedthe follow in g day.
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S irJohn Kean e hadg on e on toS ehw an tom eetS irH .Fan e on his w ay dow n the In dus
from S uk k ur,w here he hadleftthe B en g al div ision .

The sick w ere orderedby Gen eral W ilshire torem ain behin d,an dfollow the n extday,
to av oid the deten tion w hich m usthav e resulted w hen all the bag g ag e-train an d
com m issariatsupplies of the arm y w ere strug g lin g throug h a defile.The resultshow ed
the w isdom of the order;for,hadthey m ov ed,they m usthav e rem ain edall day in the
sun ,an dall n ig htin the pass.

D urin g the n ig ht,the official in tellig en ce arriv ed thatthe arm y w ould m ak e n ohaltat
S ehw an ,butpush on .A m ore pain fully disag reeable position couldhardly be im ag in ed

forthe headof the hospital departm en t,w ith all the hospital storesan dsick of the arm y
in the rear,an dw ith tw om arches tobe m ade the n extday,— the firsta roug h an dlon g
stag e w ith a difficultm oun tain -pass tobe surm oun ted,an da riv erof som e im portan ce
in the secon d.A n xiety an dbitterv exation causedm e a sleeplessn ig ht,arran g in g forthe
earliestpossible departure.Thisw as,of course,effected;an d,on ourreachin g the defile,
w e foun d itcrow ded an d alm ostchok ed w ith cam els, an d bullock s, an d bag g ag e-
pon ies,an dev eryw here strew edw ith the bag g ag e of the arm y.A g lan ce show edthat,if

the arm y hadm ov ed,a v ery larg e proportion of itsbag g ag e m usthav e been leftbehin d.

The roadforthe firstfiv e m iles w as in the L ak k y plain :an dforthe lasttw om iles in the
n arrow defile on the ban k betw een the In dus an d the m oun tain s, in som e places
im practicable for m ore than see cam el ata tim e:on on e side the riv er,the ban k an
abruptprecipice of aboutfifty feet, w hich the curren tw as un derm in in g an d the
m oun tain ,risin g alm ostperpen dicularly tosix or sev en hun dredfeet,on the other.A t
the en dof this perilous defile,w here the ban k un derthe m oun tain term in ated,the road

sudden ly turn ed tothe left,an d ascen ded ov er the face of the hill;the decliv ity bein g
m oderated by follow in g a cleftof the rock alon g the side of the m oun tain .S in ce the
riv erhas n ow carriedaw ay the w hole of the ban k ,a n ew ascen thas been soug htn earer
toL uk k y,an da n ew roadw ill soon be established;the m oun tain bein g n eithertoolofty
n orprecipitoustoclose upthe com m un ication sof the coun try.

Idism oun tedatthe ascen t,an dclim bedtothe ridg e of the m oun tain by the straig htest

road.The broadriv erbelow w as seen g litterin g un derthe brig htlig htof the risin g sun ,
an dtw istin g its m azy course in the m osttortuous w in din g s thatthe im ag in ation could
suppose possible for such a v astbody of w ater toassum e;the serpen tin e turn s bein g
n oton ly return ed upon each other in a perpetual repetition of the fig ures,buttheir
sev eral tw ists bein g g en erally of the horseshoe-shape, w ith a m ere span of lan d
separatin g an d form in g the con n ectin g isthm us of each pen in sula,— n otun lik e the
w in din g lin e w hich separatesthe colorsin w hatthe heraldscall a bordure n ebule.
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S ehw an is too w ell described by S ir A lexan der B urn es to n eed m ore than a passin g
n otice.O urfleetof store-boats,& c.,hadbeen fav oredw ith a fairw in d,an dhadarriv ed
before us,an dlay un derthe tow n .The sam e action of the riv er,w hich has sin ce sw ept
aw ay the ban k atL uk k y,has also filled up the bran ch of the In dus run n in g un der

S ehw an ;an dthe city in a few years m ay be lik e L ark han u,an in lan dtow n .S uch are the
riv er'schan g esin S in dh.

The ruin s of S elm an presen ta m ostin terestin g objectfor future leisurely exam in ation ,
an d for an tiquarian classical speculation .They form by far the m ostim portan trelicof
an tiquity in this coun try:in fact,w ith the islan d fortof B uk k ar,the on ly spotw orth
v isitin g tog ratify curiosity of this k in din all S in dh.The m osque of L alshah B az w ould
form buta v ery ten th-rate sortof buildin g in an y partof In dia,an dw ouldn otbe n am ed

eitherforitsm ag n itude orarchitecture.

O n e farther rem ark on ly, an d I w ill proceed: S ehw an is of A siatic, n otof Greek
architecture, an d can n othav e been builtby the M acedon ian s; its arches, an d other
peculiaritiesof style,are in disputably O rien tal.

N oryetis itlik ely tohav e been the capital city of the chief of the m oun tain eers,w hich

A lexan dertook by m in in g ;forthe foun dation of the fortison a rock .The B eloochy chief
of Khilauthas still the districtof Gun dav a in the plain ,an d a w in ter capital in the
low lan ds of S in dh.The sev erity of w in terin 28°n orth,ateig htthousan dfeetelev ation ,
is sufficien ttocause all w hocan affordittorem ov e from the hills tothe plain s;an dthe
m odern history m ay explain the an cien t.

Further,w e are n otto im ag in e thatthe Greek arm y w ould m ov e as ours did,in on e
com pactcolum n ,fedby its com m issariats;foritis n ottobe supposed,n otw ithstan din g

the reports receiv ed of his rev en ues,thatA lexan der had the three m illion s sterlin g in
his treasury w hich L ord A uck lan d had.H is m arch m ust,therefore,hav e been in the
m ostopen order,cov erin g the w hole face of the coun try,relyin g upon itsresources,an d
exhaustin g all its supplies as the m ilitary torren trolled past.This w ould spread the
Greek arm y on both ban k s of the In dus;an d,w hetherthe S am bus of an tiquity ruledin
B eloochistan ,orbetw een Roree an dJeysulm eer,in eithercase there is a m oun tain tract
forhispeople;an dun deran y circum stan ces hiscapital m ustbe supposedtohav e stood

in the alluv ial plain ,an d m ay hav e been as far as Gun dav a w est,or as Khyrpor or
N oushera east.B utitm ustn otbe ov erlook ed thatS am bus is styled a ruler of In dian
m oun tain eers, an d, con sequen tly, that his prin cipality an d his capital hav e the
probability of bein g on the eastern or In dian side of the In dus;this m ilitates ag ain st
V in cen t'stheory,w hich placesS in dom an a atS ehw an .

The A bbe Terrasson , tran slatin g from D iodorus S iculus, book xv ii. cap. 56, edition
A m sterdam ,1769,g rav ely asserts thatA lexan der's firstattack s on the n ativ es as he
descen dedthe In dus w ere "a l'orien tdu fleuv e,"— w hich is an in terpolation :the orig in al
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does n otstate w hetheritw as tothe eastortothe w est.A g ain ,the historiccharts of L e
S ag e,published in Italian atFloren ce,carry the boun dary of A lexan der's dom in ion s
ov erthe Jeysulm eercoun try.Ihav e n otthe m ean s of tracin g the firsterrortoits source,
n or of explain in g the chart.D iodorus distin ctly says thatS am bus w as sov ereig n of a

n ation of B rahm in s — I presum e of H in doos;an d thathe fled w ith thirty elephan ts
"v ery farin lan dfrom the ban k s of the riv er."The probabilities in this case in dicate that
hisdom in ion sw ere eastw ardof the In dus.

The arm y crossed the A rul ov er a pon toon bridg e on the 23rd.O ur en cam pm en tat
Tirity w as in the m idstof the m ostin terestin g lan d-sav e w e hadyetseen :— a fin e lak e,
apparen tly half a m ile w ide,an d w in din g in a crescen tform probably three m iles in
len g th,surroun dedby fin e trees;a g oodtow n ,an dexten siv e cultiv ation .W e w ere n ow

in the Garden of S in dh, w hich is the space betw een S hik arpore an d S ehw an , an d
probably on e of the m ostfertile districtsin In dia.

O n the 24th occurred on e of those con tretem ps tow hich the best-reg ulated cam ps m ay

be liable. Throug h som e m isun derstan din g of the prev ious day's orders, sev eral
portion s of the bag g ag e sen t in adv an ce m arched in differen t direction s. The
Com m an der-in -chief's ten ts w ere pitched three m iles distan t;the staff m ess ten tan d

serv an ts hadaccom pan iedthem ;som e extra fatig ue tom en an dcattle w as occasion ed,
butn oharm don e.The head-quarterstaff party spen tthe day in a behr(jujube)g arden ;

the shade of the trees com pen sated the w an tof ten ts,an d w e m ade up for the loss of
ourbreak fastby a heartierdin n er.

H ere w e hadthe firstsig htof the B en g al follow ers tw om essen g ers dispatched by M r.
M 'N aug hten to S ir.John Keen e,m eetin g us on this g roun d.They w ere clad in scarlet
w ell eased,an d m oun ted on cam els v ery eleg an tly caparison ed.Their appearan ce an d

appoin tm en ts g av e us som e idea of the retin ue an d outfit,of the en v oy an d m in ister;
an d the liberality w ith w hich the B en g al Gov ern m en tadorn s the tail of its official.A
few of these splen didly equipped cam el couriers w ere afterw ards len tto S ir John
Kean e;an d w e heard thatthe B en g al staff had cause for am usem en tin observ in g the
use tow hich they w ere applied.

A m uch w orse m ischan ce of orders m isun derstood,an d follow ers astray,occurred on

the,1stof M arch.The A rul isan artificial can al,dug in som e lon g -forg otten ag e by som e
patriotsov ereig n ,or by som e w ise g en eration w hich preferred spen din g their m on ey
an d labor on w hatw as useful,rather than the usual w aste of both,w hich k in g s an d
subjects are alik e disposed to in dulg e in .Itleav es the In dus below L ark han u,an d,
form in g a sem icircle of aboutfifty m iles'diam eter, run s a course exceedin g eig hty
m iles.In ordertodelay the stream an dserv e the purpose of irrig ation ithas been dug
in the m osttortuous an d serpen tin e course possible;presen tin g ,w hen filled w ith the
in un dation ,the exactappearan ce of a n atural riv er.Ev ery three orfourm iles alon g its

ban k w ere populousv illag es,w ith shady treesan drich cultiv ation aroun dthem .
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W e had crossed the A rul atS ehw an by a pon toon bridg e,an drequired torecross itat
B uk ran y,n earL ark han u;buthadreliedon fin din g itfordable.W hen w ithin a m arch of
it,the reportarriv ed thatthe w aters of the riv er w ere risin g by an earlier in un dation

than usual;an d as w e w ere on the 28th of February atV eer,on ly tw en ty-four m iles
from the A rul,the artillery w ere orderedn extm orn in g toquitthe cam pafterm idn ig ht,
an d en ded tour tocross the A rul,in the hope of reachin g itbefore itw as sw ollen too
m uch tobe fordable.The restof the arm y w ere tohaltatFutehpoor.The orderforthe
adv an ce of the artillery n othav in g been g en erally k n ow n ,the resultw as thatairy larg e
proportion of the follow ers of the arm y accom pan iedthe bag g ag e-train of the artillery,
an dtrav elledtothe A rul.

M y ow n fate w as differen tfrom thatof the m ajority:I had accom pan ied,as w as m y
w on t, our S in dian M ehm an der, Zadig S hah, w ho, thoug h as thoroug h a rog ue, as
respectedthe arm y,asev erescapedthe g allow s,(thatis,if half w hatw assaidof him by
on e w ell qualified to judg e, be true,) w as n otw ithstan din g a v ery pleasan t an d
com m un icativ e com pan ion fora m orn in g 's m arch,k n ew all aboutthe coun try,didn ot
objecttotalk tom e aboutit,en joyedhis jok e,an drode chirrupin g alon g ,lik e on e w ho
thoug htas the V icar of B raye thoug ht,that,n om atter w ho ruled in S in dh,the w orld

shouldg ow ell w ith Zadig S hah.

The idea of losin g m y w ay w hen trav ellin g w ith the S in dian official,n ev eroccurredto
m e;an ditw as on ly w hen w e hadreachedthe A rul,thatis,w ere sixteen m iles further
on than w e oug httobe,thatw e discov eredourerror.M y frien dZadig S hah m ade v ery
lig htof his die-aster:he w en taton ce tothe n earestv illag e,sen ton e of his horsem en to
reportw here he w astoM r.Eastw iek ,an dan othertocollecthisserv an ts;then prom ised
m e a pipe an dbreak fastif Iw oulddism oun t.Un happily the en joym en tof the w eedhas

been den ied m e by the n ig g ard han d of N ature, m y in firm ity of head bein g
ov erpow ered by the firstpuff;con sequen tly n othin g rem ain ed for m e buta strug g le
throug h a tam arin d copse of den se brushw ood,toreg ain the rig htroad,an dtog allop
back as fastas Icould.A ftera w eary ride,exceedin g thirty m iles,Ireachedthe cam pat
on e o'clock .

M y ten tw as rig ht,an d m y serv an ts had n otstrayed:thus w hilstothers did n otstray,

buttheir serv an ts did,Ihad a fruitless ride,butm y serv an ts w ere n otfatig ued.Great
discom fortw asexperien ced,especially by the sick ,w ho,forthe m ostpart,hadfollow ed
the artillery cam p;w hilstothers w ere w an derin g all day in ev ery direction aboutthe
coun try.

N extday w e m ov ed to B uk ran y,an d foun d the artillery had n otcrossed the A rul:
happily the rise of the riv er paused thatday,an d on the n extappeared to subside a
little; itw as as yettoo early to expectthe an n ual in un dation . O n the 4th itw as

con sideredfordable for the artillery,cav alry,an d bag g ag e cam els,an d boats hadbeen
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broug htup for the in fan try:n ota m om en tw as lost;the arm y crossed on thatan d the
follow in g days,an dadv an cedtoL ark han u.

L ark han u is the capital of a district,a rudely fortifiedtow n ,w ith a sortof citadel atits

w estern en d, an d is supposed to con tain about fiv e thousan d in habitan ts. The
surroun din g coun try is the Garden of S in dh,richly cultiv atedw ith n um erous v illag es;
hav in g a betterappearan ce of com fortan dpeace,an dthe protection of,a g ov ern m en t,
than an ythin g w e had as yetseen in the coun try.The cheap an d plen tiful bazaars of
L ark han u w ere less affectedthan those of an y place w e hadv isitedby the dem an ds of
the arm y,an dpricesrem ain edm oderate.

In depen den tof the A rul,w hich is aboutfiv e m iles south,an d tak es a w esterly an d

southerly direction roun dthe coun try toS ehw an ,there is an othercan al abouteig hteen
feetdeep an d on e hun dred broad, w hich,com in g from the In dus, passes closer to
L ark han u,an d proceeds w est-w ard an d n orth:w e subsequen tly trav elled a stag e of
fifteen m iles,alon g itscourse.

Itw as day atthis tim e,an dw e w ere toldthatthe in un dation of the precedin g yearhad
n etattain edits heig ht,an dfilledits bedas usual;butw ithin ev ery hun dredyards of its

exten tthere w ere w ells dug in the chan n el,an dan in dustrious ag ricultural population
w ere seen em ployedin irrig atin g exten siv e tractsof the fin estw heat-fields.

O ur bag g ag e,stores,an d hospital-boats arriv ed atL ark han u a few days after us;an d
the cam p-sutlers con tin ued to prov ide supplies of all k in ds ata v ery reason able
adv an ce on the B om bay prices. They w ould hav e reaped a rich harv esthad they
con triv ed toreach S uk k urin tim e tom eetthe B en g al colum n :this g olden opportun ity
w aslost,partly throug h the difficulty of procurin g boats,w hich w ere all retain edasfast

as foun d for the com m issariat;an d partly throug h the hesitation atThatta an d Jerruk .
The tradesm en n otbein g allow ed torisk their liv es an d com m odities in adv an ce,lon g
ere they reached S uk k ur,the B en g al colum n had trav elled beyon d the reach of their
an xiousfrien dsin the bazaarof the B om bay div ision .

O n the 4th of M arch w as issuedthe g en eral orderw hich an n oun cedthatw e w ere part
an dparcel of the arm y of the In dus.The publiccuriosity w ill ere lon g hav e haden oug h

tosatiate it,how ev erin ordin ate,on all thatrelatestoourm ilitary arran g em en ts.Ik n ow
n othow m an y ream s of paper,or how m an y g allon s of in k hav e been expen ded in
m ilitary an d political histories; suffice itto say, thatthese are m atters beyon d m y
caliber,asw ell asbeyon dm y am bition .
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CHAPTER IX.

S trug g le for com m issariatsupplies betw een the B en g al an d B om bay div ision s.— P aper w ar
betw een theirpartisan s.— M arch of ourdiv ision .— S hadiur.— A rriv al atKeechry.— Fertility of
the coun try n ear Jul.— L oss of on e of m y cam els— A cciden ttoC aptain O utram .— Recov ery of
m y loss. — D eparture of his Ex cellen cy for Kan dahar.— Gen eral W illehire assum es the
com m an d.— D uplicity of the Khan of Khelaut.— D estruction of ourm ails.— A rriv al of C aptain
C urtis w ith supplies.— A dv an ce of the div ision .— M an g ledcorpse of a B eloochy.— Ex ecution at
S on n y of tw ocam el-stealers.— In efficacy of the ex am ple.— S torm .— Fatal acciden t.— False
alarm .— C on fusion in the cam p.— D iscom forts of the serv ice.— D audur.— B en g al an dB om bay
field-equipag e.— N ew s from Karachi.— D eath of C olon el P ow ell.— M urderof C aptain H an d.

W H EN the B en g al div ision m archedfrom Roree tothe rescue of the B om bay arm y in its
perilous v icin ity to the B eloochies of H yderabad,the reg ular an d irreg ular troops of
S hah S oojah,hav in g crow ed the In dus m ade a parallel m arch on the w estern ban k of
the riv er,an dadv an cedtoL ark han u.Theirpion eers hadadv an cedtw oorthree stag es
in fron t,an dbefore ourarriv al atL ark han u w e experien cedthe happin essof fallin g in to
the track of a better-appoin ted arm y than our ow n ;an d w ere un expectedly con v in ced
by those preparation s of a road,& c.,w hich can be m ade by the sim ple plan of sen din g
the pion eers a few days in fron tto lev el in equalities,cutdow n brushw ood,an d dig

throug h w afer-chan n els.Thisarran g em en tw asfirstlearn tfrom the B en g al div ision ;n ot
because the staff of the B om bay arm y w ere in capable of im ag in in g its adv isability,but
because our leader preferred thatthe pion eers should n ev er be m ore than on e day's
m arch in adv an ce, the dan g ers w ith w hich w e w ere supposed to be en v iron ed
ren derin g itpruden tthatthe w hole force shouldbe w ithin reach of m utual support.

S hah S oojah's force had return ed to S hik arpore before our arriv al atL ark han u; the

B en g al D iv ision hadcrossed the In dus by a bridg e of boats atB uk k ur,an dev erythin g
w as n ow preparedforthe adv an ce on Khan dahar;butthereon com m en cedthe strug g le
for the com m issariatsupplies an d establishm en ts, betw een the B en g al an d B om bay
div ision s, w hich occasion ed, so v ehem en ta paper w ar in the colum n s of the A g ra
Ukhburan dthe C alcutta En g lishm an .

Greatw asthe v ituperation bestow edon the B om bay colum n :an ditw asassertedby the
N ag el correspon den ts,thatn o partof the B om bay div ision oug htto hav e adv an ced

beyon d S hik arpore,an d thatthe B en g al colum n w as equal toall thatw as tobe don e;
thatev ery-stag e trav elledby the B om bay troops w as n eedlessly addin g tothe expen se
of the cam paig n by tak in g them aw ay from their ow n presiden cy,w hilstthe B en g al
troops hadalready reachedw hatw as n early theirm axim um of distan ce,an dthe route
toKabul w as,in factapproxim atin g tothe poin tw hen ce they setforth from L oodian a.
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Fin ally, S ir W illeug hby Cotton , in com m an d of the B en g al div ision , w as g rav ely
charg ed w ith hav in g un authorisedly m ade a bold startin the hope of leav in g the
B om bay div ision sufficien tly far behin d tohav e ren dered itim practicable for them to
tren ch on the resourcesof the leadin g colum n .

The particulars of all the m om en tous ev en ts of this m om en tous period w ill,n odoubt,
be fully detailed in the sev eral forthcom in g accoun ts of w hatthe Earl of A uck lan d's
m an ifestodeclarestobe the placin g of a frien dly pow ertothe w est,an dw hatJam setjee
Jeejeebhoy, Esquire, of B om bay, has been pleased to desig n ate "the con quest of
A ffg han istan ;"the resultseem s tohav e prov ed,how ev er,thatthe supply w as n otequal
to the dem an d,an d thatthe resources in our pow er w ere scarcely husban ded w ith
sufficien tcaution .

W hilstthe B en g al fron tierauthoritiescon tem platedw ith "dry eyes"the adv an ce of their
com m issariatfrom L oodian a,an d sen tthree thousan d cam els across the Jeysulm eer
desertfrom A jem eertoRoree,Colon el P ottin g erprohibitedthe cam els forthe B om bay
div ision collected atD eesa from crossin g half the distan ce of the sam e route, an d
com pelled them to m arch sev en hun dred m iles roun d by A rrysir, an d B hooj, an d
L uck put,an dthroug h S in dh,in steadof three hun dredm iles across,v ia B alm eer!Thus

all the adv an tag es an d assistan ce thatw e m ig hthav e deriv ed from Guzeratan d
M arw ar w ere den ied us,or receiv ed on ly throug h Kutch,in a m an n er thatn ullified
them by the delay an dfatig ue of a circuitousjourn ey.

B utthe B en g al papers did n otcon ten tthem selv es w ith charg in g the leader w ith a
partiality for his B om bay troops, in jurious to the B en g al arm y an d to the public
in terests; itw as perem ptorily asserted that,w hilstthe pressure for carriag e w as so
excessiv e,thatev en the field-hospital supplies of surplus m edical stores of the B om bay

div ision w ere left behin d, an d for w hich forty cam els w ould hav e sufficed, his
Excellen cy w as pleased to appropriate tw o hun dred an d sixty of the com m issariat
publiccam els forthe con v eyan ce of his ow n ten ts an d chattels an d the bag g ag e of his
staff.This w as prin tedin ev ery paper,roun dly an dpublicly assertedin all shapes,an d
n ev erin m y hearin g con tradicted.

The officers of the B en g al Com m issariatappeared tobe altog ether un prepared for the

position in w hich they foun d them selv es,an d utterly aston ished atthe n ov el official
ton e adoptedtow ards them ;butthis is theirow n affair,an dthey are fully equal tothe
n arration of theirow n difficultiesan dg riev an ces.

S uffice itto say, thatthe B en g al div ision w as seriously crippled, an d the B om bay
D iv ision n othalf equipped:an dthe fin al orders w ere,thatB rig adierGordon w ith three
of the B om bay n ativ e reg im en ts should g arrison B uk k ur, to cov er the rear of our
adv an ce,an dk eep up the com m un ication of the arm y w ith the In dus.Thatthe B en g al

div ision shouldm arch by S hik arpore an dB aug toD audur,an dthroug h the B olan P ass;
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an d the B om bay div ision by Gun dav a,an d if possible throug h the Gun dav a P ass to
Khelen t. The form er w ere already adv an ced, an d on the 12th M arch the B om bay
div ision ,n ow reduced to on e thousan d eig hthun dred an d fifty.European s,an d on e
thousan deig hthun dredan dtw en ty n ativ es,leftL ark han u,trav ellin g due east,tocross

the deserttoGun dav a.

The third m arch broug htus to S hadadpore the coun try for the lasttw en ty m iles w as
m ore lik e the dry bed of a saltlag oon in an in terv al betw een sprin g -tides,than an
in lan d district;on ly tw o or three m iserable v illag es w ere foun d in this dreary reg ion ,
an d ev en these w ere aban don ed by the in habitan ts, w ho, in ig n oran ce of B ritish
disciplin e, apprehen ded the excesses of a n ativ e arm y. O n the ev en in g of the 14th
Gen eral W illshire'a brig ade m arched to cross the desert;som e un luck y loss of road

occasion eddelay an dfatig ues an dthe in fan try brig ade,didn otreach its destin ation till
the n extday atpasttw oin the aftern oon ,hav in g m ade a M arch exceedin g thirty m iles.

The,follow in g ev en in g the head-quarter staff an d cav alry brig ades crossed also.O ur
preparation s for this our firstserious difficulty w ere proportion ate to its n ov elty an d
im portan ce;butlik e the lan din g atthe H ujam ry,an d the brav ery of the B eloochies at
Jerruk , this also prov ed, m ore form idable in the con tem plation than the

accom plishm en t.

O urstaff m essdin n erw asserv edattw oo'clock ,atfouro'clock the bag g ag e started,an d
atfiv e o'clock the m arch com m en ced.In less than half an hour w e reached the desert;
n otan expan se of loose heav y san dlik e the sea-beach w hen dry,as Ihadexpected,but
a boun dless lev el plain of in duratedclay of a dull dry earthy color,an dshow in g sig n s
of bein g som etim es un der w ater.A tfirsta few bushes w ere apparen there an d there,
g row in g g radually m ore an dm ore distan t,un til atlastn ota sig n of v eg etable life w as

tobe recog n ized.

A teig hto'clock a haltw as calledforrest;the m arch resum edin an hour,an dcon tin ued
un til tw elv e o'clock .A shorthalt,an d m arch ag ain un til tw o o'clock ,w hen w e foun d
ourselv esacrossthe desertatS hadiur:butthisplace,w hich hadbeen in ten dedtobe our
halt,hadbeen foun dby Gen eral W iltshire'sleadin g colum n n ottohav e w atersufficien t
forthe w an ts of the arm y,an dhe hadproceededon w ardtoKeechry;thithertherefore

w e follow ed.

Itw as a brig htstar-lig htn ig ht,an dthe plain ,dry,lev el roadof the desert,hadoffered
n oim pedim en ts:w e hadon ly the distan ce of thirty-tw om iles tocon quer,an dtothose
w how ere m oun teditw asm erely the discom fortof the saddle in steadof the pillow that
w e hadtocom plain of;but,afterleav in g S hadiur,som e an xiety occurredastothe route.
The v illag e aban don edby its in habitan ts hadbeen m ostun happily seton fire by som e
of our v ag abon d follow ers m ak in g fires to w arm them selv es, an d the blazin g lig ht

illum in ated the coun try roun d;the fire clearly m ark ed the site behin d,an d the stars
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show edthatourcourse,in steadof n orth-east,hadbecom e south,— fortun ately w e w ere
trav ellin g rig ht. B y four o'clock , w e reached Keechry, w here Gen eral W ilshire w as
en cam ped.Iw as m ore fortun ate than m y com pan ion s;Ihadim m ediately on risin g the
precedin g day sen tm y sleepin g -ten tan dbedin adv an ce,an don arriv in g atKeechry I

foun diton the g roun d.Itw as soon pitched;Ien joyedin a com fortable bedan dsoun d
sleep a sw eetobliv ion of toils an d cares,an d aw ok e ateig hto'clock in the m orn in g
un con sciousof fatig ue.

The tin k lin g of the cam el's bells upon the desertis a soun dthatdoes m ore than m ak e a
m an w ish him self the com pan ion of truth in a w ell!itcom fortshim w ith the k n ow ledg e
of w here his serv an ts an dbag g ag e are;an ddelig htful w as the in tellig en ce im partedon
this n ig ht.The broad lev el plain had perm itted our bag g ag e-train totrav el un delayed

by an y im pedim en tw hatev er;an d g reatw as our surprise to fin d they had m ade so
m uch w ay,w hen w e ov ertook them n earS hadiurafterm idn ig ht.O urten ts w ere all up
by sun rise,an dn olosssustain edby an y on e.

O urcam p atKeechry w as atthe base of a rock y,ran g e:of hills,v ery m uch resem blin g
the L uk k y m oun tain s;apparen tly of the sam e elev ation ,equally bare on the surface an d
rug g ed in the outlin e. A plen tiful stream of w ater, in a chan n el broug htfrom the

m oun tain s forirrig ation ,suppliedus abun dan tly.W e hadn odearth in the bazaar;an d
asrespectedourhospitals,afterall the laborsof such a m arch w e hadbutsev en ty-sev en
European sin the sick reportoutof on e thousan deig hthun dredan dfifty,an dforty-tw o
n ativ es outof on e thousan d eig hthun dred an d tw en ty:itw as ev iden tthatthe arm y
w asn otthe w orse forthe laborithadg on e throug h.

The precedin g few days had been hotan d sultry; clouds w ere n ow g atherin g ; a
thun der-storm on the n ig htof the 17th cleared the air,an d reduced the therm om eter

from 104°to80°.

O n the 18th w e m archedtw en ty m ilestoJul,acrossan otherportion of the desert;halted
the 19th;ag ain adv an cedthirteen m iles on the 20th toP un jk ote;an don the 21st,tw elv e
m iles toGun dav a.The coun try from Jul w as un derthe com m an dof a plen tiful supply
of w ater,an d n eeds on ly w hatthe D uk e of W ellin g ton is reported to hav e said w as
equally w an tedin E n g lan ddurin g the lastsession of P arliam en t,"a g ov ern m en t."

W ith security of person an d property, this districtw ould hav e all the ag ricultural
w ealth thata rich soil an din exhaustible m ean s of irrig ation can bestow ;butdurin g the
pastforty yearsithasbeen a scen e of an archy an dbloodshed,w here ev ery v illag e w asa
robber'shold,an dthe fieldthatw ascultiv atedw asg uardedby the sw ord.

O n the m orn in g of the 21st,on ourarriv al atGun dav a,Ihadthe m elan choly satisfaction
of thin k in g thatIw as n otthe m ostun luck y W ig htin the B om bay colum n .O n ridin g

tow ards the n ew g roun dof en cam pm en t,Iw as m etby Captain O utram ,w hotoldm e,
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in the m ostcon solatory ton e an dterm s he coulddev ise,thaton e of m y cam els,w ith all
its load of m y bag g ag e,had been carried off by thiev es.This w as n o jest.I had n o
k n ow ledg e of w hatw as g on e. Itm ig htbe all m y clothes, partof m y ten t, all m y
supplies,or I k n ew n otw hat.I g alloped to the staff-lin es,an d foun d m y cam p-case,

w ith all m y table-furn iture of plate,g lass,an d crock ery,an d half m y w in e,w as the
m issin g property.

Greatin deedw as m y v exation ;but,ere itw as half dig ested,a clam oran drum or,as of
som e acciden t,w ere heard,an dIsoon ascertain edthatpoorO utram ,afterleav in g m e,
as Ig alloped on e w ay toin quire in tothe exten tof m y disaster,an d he the other,had
hada m ostseriousacciden t,hishorse rollin g headlon g ,an dcrushin g him in the fall.H e
w as dashedon the g roun d,w ith the hiltof his sw ordun derhim ,an dhadsufferedthe

v ery un usual in jury of a fracture of the pelv is-bon e atthe crestof the ilium ;an dthus in
a m om en t,an din the m idstof a distin g uishedcareerof im portan tusefuln ess,w as this
v aluable officertobe a bedridden cripple,an dthe arm y tobe depriv edof his en erg etic
v irtues an d profoun d k n ow ledg e.Ifeltasham ed to hav e repin ed atthe loss of som e
paltry property,w hen atthe in stan ta calam ity som uch m ore distressin g w as occurrin g
toon e sopeculiarly situated.

Captain O utram , after a m on th's con fin em en t, resum ed his duties; but he n ev er
reg ain edhis position un til he leftthe chief's establishm en t,an ddisplayedn ew qualities
on a n ew field of action un derthe en v oy an d m in ister atGhizn i an dKabul.H is n am e
w as n otm en tion edin the Ghizn idispatch,an dhe has n otbeen hon oredin the L on don
Gazette;but'his serv ices hav e been fully ack n ow ledg ed by the B om bay Gov ern m en t,
an dbe hasn otsufferedby the n eg lectof L ordKean e.

Isufferedless in the en d,as w ell as in the ev en t,than m y com pan ion in m isfortun e;for

a party of M ajorCun n in g ham 'shorse tracedm y stolen cam el in toa v illag e,an dthereon
seizedthe v illag e leader,an dbroug hthim in tocam p.The thiev es w ere g ladtoran som
him by the restoration of m y cam el,an d the chief partof its load.The rog ues had
brok en open m y boxes,an ddestroyedm uch of the g lassan dcrock ery.The plate w asby
a stran g e luck all safe,a pairof plateddishesalon e m issin g .Itw asa g reatsatisfaction to
thin k of the robbers'disappoin tm en t,w hen ,expectin g a booty of silv er,they m usthav e
been m ortified by fin din g itcopper.The sev eral articles w ere w on tto be pack ed in

g reen -baize bag s.These bag s had serv ed the robbers for the distribution of their prey;
an ditw as an exceedin g ly ag reeable occupation toem pty them in succession ,an dfin d
the sev eral articlesthatIhadn ev erhopedtosee ag ain .

O n the 23rdM arch the Com m an der-in -chief an dhis person al staff took theirdeparture
from ourcam p,escortedby a w in g of the 1streg im en tof B om bay Cav alry,an dan other
of the 19th reg im en tof N ativ e In fan try;an dw e didn otsee them ag ain un til w e reached
Kan dahar. The com m an d n ow dev olv ed on Gen eral W illshire, w hose subsequen t
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career,from this date tothe brillian texploitof the con questof Khelaut,m ustform the
chief subjectof thisn arrativ e.

The party sen tto explore the Gun dav a P ass had return ed to cam p before the chief's

departure, an d pron oun ced it utterly im practicable for artillery; but, as Gen eral
W ilshire return ed by thatroute in D ecem ber follow in g ,itm ay be presum ed thata
differen tsurv ey of the route m ig hthav e been m ade,an da differen treportreceiv edon
itscapabilities.

The Khan of Khelauthadbeen larg ely bribedby m on ey paym en ts,an dthe m ostlav ish
prom ises of person al ag g ran dizem en tan dexten sion of territory,tojoin the stan dardof
S hah S oojah,an d facilitate the adv an ce of the arm y.H is system appears tohav e been

thatof g iv in g the m ostun qualified prom ises of alleg ian ce an d cooperation ;eag erly
acceptin g an d appropriatin g w hatev er w as offered, but perform in g n othin g ; an d,
in stead of facilitatin g the adv an ce of the arm y,throw in g ev ery obstruction in our w ay
short of person ally leadin g his follow ers an d depen den ts on their plun derin g
expedition s. H ad the B om bay colum n adv an ced directupon Khelaut, his position
w ould hav e been soaltered thathis in fluen ce ov er the robber-tribes w ould hav e been
dim in ished,if n otdestroyed;an d all thatharassin g un certain ty an d predatory system

w hich occupied the rear brig ade in the v icin ity of S hik arpore,an d w hich ren dered it
n ecessary to leav e Gen eral N otes div ision an d a corps of artillery atQ uetta,m ig ht
perhapshav e been av oided.

O urev ils of plun deredposts,an dthe in terruption of correspon den ce w ith B om bay an d
B en g al,com m en cedon the 27th of M arch;an dfrom that'date,toourarriv al atKabul in
A ug ust, n o letter w as dispatched w ith an y certain con fiden ce of its reachin g its
destin ation .The destruction of ourm ails,in the pure w an ton n ess of m ischief,appeared

the particular pleasure of our B eloochy allies,the subjects of the Khan of Khelaut;an d
they could n othav e tak en a course m ore seriously or m ore pain fully an n oyin g .S om e
ludicrous,butby n o m ean s pleasan toccurren ces to the parties in terested,w ere the
resultof frag m en ts of correspon den ce reachin g others than those forw hom the orig in al
addresseshadin ten dedthem .

O n the 31stof M arch w e hadbeen join edby Captain Curtisof the B en g al Com m issariat,

w ith the portion of the supplies on w hich the adv an ce of the B om bay colum n
depen ded;an dGen eral W illshire m ov edforw ardtoGajim .

The w eatherw asn ow hot,an dourm arches com m en cedatsuch an hourafterm idn ig ht
as allow edof the journ ey bein g com pletedbefore the extrem e heatof the day setin .O n
the 2n dof A pril w e m ov edatm idn ig htfora m arch of tw en ty-tw om iles,from S hooram
toS hoon y;w hich w as com pletedby the cav alry before six,an dby the in fan try athalf-
pasteig hto'clock .O n this m arch w e firstm etw ith the subsequen tly fam iliar spectacle

of a m an g led corpse leftw elterin g on the road w here the deed of blood had been
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perpetrated;itw as a beautifully clearm oon lig htn ig ht,an dM acfarlan e's lan tern ,w hich
had form erly lig hted the S cotch freebooters tothe forag e an d the "k in d g allow s," had
equally tem pted an d assisted the fallen B eloochy tohis lastexpedition an d its bloody
close.

W e stoppedtoexam in e the corpse:itw as thatof a pow erful athleticm an ,w hose lon g ,
luxurian t,rav en -black tressesfell in thick rich curlsabouthisshoulders;the picturesque
head-dress of the B eloochies bein g their n atural hair,allow ed to g row as w ildly an d
profusely as n ature perm itted:an d fin er hair,in fuller,g lossy,lon g ,curly rin g lets,I
hav e n ev er seen .W hilston the subject,Im ay m en tion that,in crossin g the desert,w e
foun d ourselv es in con tactw ith a n ew tribe,of m uch fin er features,an d m ore athletic
bulk an d g reater heig ht, than an y w e had left in S in dh. I hav e seldom seen a

coun ten an ce of a sw eeter m ild expression ,or m ore deeply in terestin g tocon tem plate,
than thatof the represen tativ e an drelation of M iraub Khan of Khelaut,the g ov ern orof
Gun dav a:itm ore n early approached the portraits leftus by the old m asters of the
Italian art,of the div in e objectof Christian rev eren ce than an y liv in g face Iev ersaw .

A tS oon y w as firstexercisedthe fin al sum m ary proceedin g of m artial law on offen ders
detected, flag ran te delicto, in the v ery actof carryin g off cam els an d bag g ag e: tw o

B eloochies, so arrested, w ere hun g here by order of S ir John Kean e. The v illag e
authorities bein g w arn ed of the displeasure of the B ritish Gov ern m en tif the bodies
w ere touched,"You m usthan g them v ery hig h then ,an dcutaw ay the low erbran ches,"
replied the local poten tate;"for the w hole population of these borders are such arran t
thiev es,thatthey w ill dislodg e the deadfrom theirairy sw in g in g -place forthe sak e of
the ropesyou hav e bestow edtohan g them !"

Itadm its of a query, w hether an un disg uised an d m ostun m itig ated flog g in g , that
should hav e putthe offen ders hors de com batfor a m on th,w ould n othav e operated

m ore ben eficially as an exam ple than the execution .S uch pun ishm en tw ould certain ly
hav e been m ore lik ely to hav e been heard of by their usual com pan ion s in the free-
trade;an d,as respects theirforfeiture of life by theircrim in ality,hadthey been k illedin
the capture orthe affray,itis clearthatthey hadputthem selv es in tothe w ay of it,an d
m ig htbe supposed to hav e g on e w ith their liv es in their han ds prepared for such
con tin g en cies;butexecution aftercapture is an otherm atter.These people w ere thiev es

by profession ,an d from their birth;an d the w hole coun try for forty years had been a
scen e of an archy,con fusion an d deeds of v iolen ce:its in habitan ts could n ot,therefore,
be tried by our ordin ary rules,or im plicated in our estim ates of crim in ality.B eyon d
doubtitw as g riev ously in con v en ien tto be robbed of our cam els; an d, if han g in g
B eloochies couldhav e prev en tedrobberies,they w ere w ell hun g :but,toeffectsecurity,
itw ould hav e been so n early n ecessary to hav e hun g the w hole population of the
coun try,thatthe feasibility asw ell ashum an ity of the expedien tbecom esquestion able.
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The ev en in g of the 3rdof A pril w as on e of the m ostdisag reeable of the cam paig n ;w e
hadhaltedthatday,an dsom e cam els hadbeen stolen on thatan dthe precedin g days,
n otw ithstan din g the han g in g .M ajor Cun n in g ham ,alw ays on the alert,had pursued
on e party of the thiev es; an d, k illin g sev eral, had recov ered the lostproperty, an d

broug htin sev eral prison ers.In this excitem en ta reportw as broug htin thata stron g
body of the en em y w ere actually approachin g to attack the cam p;atthe sam e tim e a
sudden storm ,follow in g a close sultry day,cam e on w ith g usts of w in d,en v elopin g us
in a thick cloud of dust.In the m idstof this con fusion ,an officer's serv an theedlessly
han dlin g hism aster'sloadedfow lin g -piece,itw en toff;an dthe charg e,passin g throug h
the ten tw alls,lodg edin the body of an un fortun ate w asherm an of the hospital of her
M ajesty's17th reg im en t,an dk illedthe poorfellow on the spot.

N oon e atfirstk n ew w hen ce the shothadcom e,the en em y w ere actually believ edtobe
in the cam p;an da troop of cav alry w hich hadbeen turn edouton the firstalarm n ow
cam e up,an dw ere sen toff atspeedin pursuitof the supposeden em y in theirsupposed
flig ht; ev eryon e seem ed possessed w ith the spiritof error, an d appeared ben ton
blun derin g ,as if deliberately addin g to the con fusion an d turm oil:the w in d in the
m ean tim e how lin g roun d our ten ts,an d the dustobscurin g the tw ilig htof the closin g
ev en in g .

W e m arched atm idn ig ht,an dreachedN ousherra atsix o'clock ,a distan ce of eig hteen
m iles.W e had scarcely break fasted ere the alarm of thiev es w as g iv en ,an d cav alry
ordered out;butthe en em y had been successful.A m on g other sufferers m y excellen t
frien d an d coadjutor Field-surg eon P in hey had n oless than six of his cam els stolen :a
m ostserious loss,an d by n o m ean s to be estim ated ateig hty rupees per cam el,the
av erag e costof the an im al;forsuch a m isfortun e en tails the addition al g riev an ce of the
n ecessity of aban don in g the bag g ag e the poor beasts had carried.W e soon acquired a

v ery pain ful fam iliarity w ith thiscalam itousoccurren ce also.

Itw as a hotm orn in g ,an dthe therm om eterw as 104°;butclouds g atheredatn oon ,an d
atthree P .M .cam e on a g ale of w in d,follow edby rain :the therm om eterfell w ith itto
86°.P oorP in hey,w hoseem edthe buttforthe "slin g san darrow sof outrag eousfortun e"
forthatday,hadhis ten tblow n dow n by the squall;an dM ajorH ag art,his chum ,w as
bruised an d w oun dedby the ten t-pole fallin g .The "g en tlem en of En g lan dw holiv e at

hom e atease" hav e little idea of the m isery of hav in g cam els stolen on a m arch in an
en em y's coun try,orthe discom fortan din jury of a ten tstruck ov eron e's headw ithout
w arn in g by a squall.

The n extm orn in g (A pril 5th)broug htus,after a shortm arch,toD audur.O n the road
w e crossed the B olan riv er,aboutn in e m iles below w here itissues from the pass in to
the lev el plain :itw as a broad stream ,w ith a deep w ide bed,in dicatin g an im m en se
floodof w aterdurin g rain .
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A tD audurw e foun da detachm en tof B en g al troops,un derM ajorGriffith,w ith a depot
of their com m issariat;they w ere the firstw e had m et,an d w e could n otbuten v y the
superiority of theirfield-equipag e,an dthe sk ill of theirten t-m ak ers.The coastposition
of the B om bay P residen cy occasion s som uch of the trav ellin g from station tostation to

be m ade by sea,thatthe outlay in ten ts,w hich a B en g al officercon siders his firstcare
an d in dispen sably n ecessary,is seldom in curred in B om bay.O ur ten ts,as com pared
w ith those of the B en g al cam p, w ere flim sy in texture an d ill-shaped; possessin g
fortun ately,how ev er,the com pen satin g adv an tag e of lig htn ess an d portability,w hich,
w hen on ce abov e the B olan P ass,an d in the m ilder clim ate of Kabul,ren dered them
g ood en oug h for use an d m ore easy to m arch w ith,thoug h in ev ery other respectas
in ferioraspossible.

O n the 7th a postarriv edfrom the chief's cam p,an dg av e us a delig htful accoun tof the
clim ate of the upperreg ion ;a slig htsn ow storm hadbeen experien cedaboutthe en dof
M arch,w hilstw e w ere sufferin g the extrem es of heat.O n the 8th the rem ain s of our
expected com m issariat supplies arriv ed from S hik arpore; on the 9th our artillery
div ision com m en ceditsm arch throug h the B olan P ass,an don the 12th the in fan try an d
cav alry follow ed.

O n the 10th w e receiv eda postfrom B om bay of M arch 8th,an dfrom Karachiof M arch
23rd.B y the latterw e learn tthe sadoccurren ces of the death of Colon el P ow ell,of her
M ajesty's 40th reg im en t, of cholera, an d the m urder of Captain H an d, of the 2n d
B om bay Gren adiers.B oth w ere m elan choly illustration s of the clim ate an d the people
w e hadtodeal w ith.

Thoug h the sparrow does n otfall w ithoutits M ak er's k n ow ledg e,the sin g ularchan ces
an d chan g es of our m ortal life hav e a fearful appearan ce of bein g butthe sportof

acciden t.P oor H an d had g on e forth for a m orn in g ride;an d,strayin g idly aboutatn o
g reatdistan ce from the cam p,fell un arm ed,an ddream in g of n odan g er,in tothe han ds
of a body of thiev es w ho w ere lurk in g aboutthe cam p in questof plun der:he w as
cruelly m urdered,an dhishorse carriedoff.

L ieuten an tClark e,of the sam e reg im en t,w as outshootin g ,an d saw en oug h toexcite
hissuspicion thatall w as n otrig ht.H e rode in the direction in w hich Captain H an dhad

g on e,an dcam e upw ith the robbers as they w ere escapin g w ith the horse.They aton ce
firedon ,an dw oun dedhim .H e turn edhis horse,an dhadbarely stren g th toreach the
cam p,an dg iv e the alarm ,ere he fain tedfrom lossof blood.

D etachm en ts w ere im m ediately sen tout,an d the body of the m urdered officer w as
broug htS om e of the m urderers w ere subsequen tly traced an d captured,an d on e w as
executed.
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CHAPTER X.

S ick n ess in the cam p.— P reparation s for crossin g the B olan P ass.— En tran ce of the pass.—
Robbers'cav e.— Un buriedcorpses leftin the track of the B en g al div ision .— S cen e of a sharp
skirm ish.— H altatKhoon dye.— Thiev es.— A n ticipation s of a w arm n ig ht.— S av ag e characterof
the scen e.— O ur cam p atB eeby N an y.— Ex ten siv e burial-place.— L ocal tradition .— Grav e of
L ieut. Ram say of the B en g al div ision .— A ub-i-g ooud.— Im prov em en t in the tem perature.—
N oisy g atherin g roun dthe B olan sprin g .— O ur cav alry firedupon from the hills.— The in sult
av en g edby our in fan try.— P leasan tin form ation .— P itiable an dun av ailin g ex ecution .— A rriv al
atQ uetta.

D URIN G ourstay atD audur,from A pril 5th to12th,the heathadbecom e extrem e,an d
con siderable sick n ess w as felt.The n ativ es of the coun try w ere un accustom edtoit,an d
attributed itto the pollution of the B olan riv er,w hen ce all their supply of w ater is
deriv ed,by the thousan ds of dead cam els an d other carcases leftin the B olan P ass by

the adv an cin g B en g al colum n .W e saw sufficien t,a few days after,to justify such an
opin ion .

A s the pass afforded n o forag e or supplies for sev en m arches,our preparation s w ere
m ade tocarry w ith us as m uch g rass as w e could,an d all the g rain our cattle n eeded;
ev en a larg e quan tity of firew oodw as con v eyedby the com m issariatforthe use of the
hospital,& c.

O n the 12th w e m arched from D audur,an d in tw ohours reached the en tran ce of the
pass:a v alley atits outletn othalf a m ile w ide;the firsthills recedin g in ran g es n orth
an dsouth,n otm ore than fourhun dredfeethig h;the B olan riv er,w ith a broadshallow
pebbly bed,w in din g across an dacross the v alley.A tthe v ery en tran ce,an don the face
of the firsthill on the southern side,appeared sig n s of the sortof g en tle sw ain s that
usually occupiedthe ban k s of the B olan .M idw ay upthe hill w as seen an open in g ;an d
this,w hen exam in ed,presen tedthe beau ideal of the robbers'cav e of Gil B las,bein g the

upper v en tilator toan excav ation en tered by a tun n el below ,throug h w hich on ly on e
horse could be carefully led ata tim e,butw ithin equal in area to accom m odate a
hun dredm en .The approach tothe g atew ay of the tun n el w asw ell con cealed.The place
spok e foritself;an da fitterhabitation form en of blood,ora m ore appropriate locality
fordeedsof v iolen ce,can n otbe im ag in ed.

A fter adv an cin g three m iles,the pass n arrow ed toabouttw ohun dred yards;an d the

w in din g s of the riv erw ere sotortuous,thatthe colum n fordeditsev en tim es.W e w ere
afterw ards pain fully accustom ed tothe sad sig htof the un buried dead,leftrottin g on
the road.Itw assurely crim in al ag ain stGod,asw ell asm an ,toleav e those poorrelicsof
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hum an ity thus un heeded an d aban don ed!A m on g them w ere tw o w om en :on e had
fallen ,fearfully cutby the death-w oun dthathaddestroyedher.S he lay,poorcreature
on the edg e of the w ater;an dherlon g black hairw as floatin g in the ripples of the clear
stream ,in tow hich she w as soon tobe dissolv ed.Turn in g an abruptcorn er w here the

bluff rock juttedboldly in tothe stream ,an da broadm arshy spotof tall flag san drushes
exten ded abouthalf a m ile up the pass,w e cam e on the scen e of a sk irm ish,w here a
party of S hah S oojah's people had been ev iden tly v ery roug hly han dled by the
m oun tain thiev es:the deadlay in heaps.S om eon e,w hohada stron g erstom ach orn ose
less acute than m yself,said he coun ted thirty,an d thatthere still m ig htbe seen m an y
m ore am on g the rushes.H adm y judg m en tan dm y opin ion ,thus un aided,been ask ed,
Ishouldhav e saidIsaw atleasta hun dred.

From hen ce the pass w as n ottw o hun dred yards broad, an d the m oun tain s w ere
probably a thousan dfeethig h on eitherside.A telev en m iles from D audurw e reached
our firsthaltin g -place,Khoon dye,n am ed from the B eloochy w ord for the acacia-tree;
there bein g tw oorthree thatm ay hav e been tolerably fin e on es ere loppedan dthin n ed
by our adv an ce.H appy w ere those w ho had prov ided iron ten t-peg s:our ten ts w e
fasten edas w e bestcould,in the pebbly bedof the riv er,am on g the bolderston es an d
rock s sm oothed an d roun ded by the w in ter torren ts of the B olan . The day w as

excessiv ely hot,— therm om eter at110°; an d the m oun tain thiev es peepin g ov er the
crests of the in accessible heig hts g av e us reason to suppose the possibility of the
follow in g n ig htbein g hottoo:butw e sleptin peace.

O n the 18th w e m arched atfiv e o'clock throug h a fearful defile.The hills,before w e
reached the lasthaltin g -g roun d,had been w hatis term ed con g lom erate,— m asses of a
thousan d feethig h,of pebbles such as are foun d atthe bottom s of riv ers,apparen tly
roun dedan dpolishedby the action of w ater,an dheldtog etherby a v ery coarse open

lim eston e orsan dston e:butthe n extg org e orchasm w as throug h w hatIhadbeen told
to con sider coral rock ,of a g ray-w hite color,an d a com pacthom og en eous substan ce,
splin terin g w ith a sm ooth surface of fracture;precisely the ston e used in lithog raphy.
The rav in e throug h w hich the riv erbrok e w as n otfifty feetbroad,the m oun tain s risin g
perpen dicularly on each han dton eara thousan dfeet;w hilstev eryw here in the face of
the rock s w ere excav ation s,partly n atural,partly artificial,thatbore un question able
sig n s of hav in g been in habitedby ruffian s m ore sav ag e than the scen e.The heartached

tothin k of w hatm en had been ,an d w hatm en had suffered an d an g els w eptav er,in
thishorrible w ildern ess.

This m arch of ten m iles form s the low er stren g th of the pass; the riv er, w in din g
back w ardsan dforw ardsacrossthe rav in e,requirestobe fordedsev en teen tim es:atthe
en dof itw e reacheda few m iserable hutsdesig n atedthe v illag e of Keerta.

The third m arch, of n in e m iles to B eeby N an y, w as throug h a com parativ ely open

coun try:there w as on e n arrow pass betw een tw ohills,butitm ig hthav e been turn ed;
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the hills w ere isolated.A ll this stag e w as ascen t,ov er loose pebbles lik e the bed of a
riv er.From the en tran ce of the pass toKeerta,its distan ce,tw en ty-on e m iles,m ustbe
trebledby the tortuous course of the curren tof the riv er;yetthe stream is ev eryw here a
n oisy rapidw atercourse,in dicatin g a v ery con siderable fall toproduce such a force of

curren t.The pastday had been v ery hot,an d the putrid sten ch of the carcases of the
dead cam els lefton the road by the B en g al colum n polluted the air,an d w as m ost
distressin g ly pain ful.W e hadn otyetben efitedin clim ate by ascen t.

O urcam patB eeby N an y w asthe firstopen spotw e hadseen in the pass,on the ban k of
a beautiful stream ,an dw here tw ov alleys m eetbetw een differen tran g es of m oun tain s:
on e of them ,exten din g w estw ard,affords a difficultroaddirecttoM ooston g ;the other
isthe usual route toQ uetta.

A n exten siv e burial-place show ed a scen e of carn ag e; an d tradition recorded the
treachery of the m oun tain eers, w ho had on ce seduced a carav an thus far ere they
assailed them : they w ere said to hav e sold their liv es dearly ere ov erpow ered by
n um bers,an d m ore of the robbers than their v ictim s are buried there.A n ew g rav e,
w ith som e little appearan ce of a cairn ov erit,m ark ed,as w e afterw ards learn t,the last
restin g -place of L ieuten an tRam say of the B en g al colum n ;his brotherw as in ourcam p,

an d,Ibeliev e,atthe tim e un aw are of the un tim ely en dof the deceased.

O urfourth m arch of ten m ilesw astoA ub-i-g ooud,or"lostw ater;"bein g the place w here

the B olan is absorbed by the loose pebbly stratum itflow s ov er,sin k s in to it,an d,
percolatin g throug h a low erlev el,reappearsm an y m ilesbelow .W e w ere n ow aw are of
the fresher m oun tain air;the therm om eter in our paltry sm all ten ts,for w e could n ot
pitch an y butserv an ts'ten ts an d sleepin g -ten ts,w as already fallen to94°.W e had n ot
ascen ded less than tw o thousan d feet; butso g radual had itappeared, thatitw as

scarcely perceptible.

The fifth m arch w as to S ir-i-B olan ,or the foun tain -head of the B olan riv er.The cam p
w as in w hatappeared the dry bed of a m oun tain torren t, w hich w ould presen ta
cataractof tw o hun dred yards broad,an d m an y feetdeep,if the m ark s on the ban k s
couldbe reliedon the lofty hillson each han dw ere ag ain of the con g lom erate character;
butw hen or how these could ev er hav e been form ed un der w ater, surpasses m y

com prehen sion .

W e arriv ed on this g roun d atten in the m orn in g of the 16th of A pril;an d the n ext
m arch w as a stag e of tw en ty-eig htm iles,there bein g n ow ater betw een S ir-i-B olan in
the P ass,an dS ir-i-A ub in A ffg han istan .P reparation sw ere m ade forthe m orrow ,an dat
daylig hta party m ov edin adv an ce w ith all the com m issariatstores an dheav y bag g ag e,
carryin g a sm all supply of w ater;the colum n m ov edaton e o'clock P .M .of the 17th.W e
halted a few m in utes to tak e our lastdraug htof the B olan sprin g ,— a n oble foun tain

certain ly,an dm ore perfectly realizin g ouridea of thatm iraculousstream w hich the rod
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of M oses calledforth from the flin ty rock s of the w ildern ess of S in aiw hen an em ig ran t
n ation dran k atits w ell-head,than an ythin g Ihav e ev er seen or heard of.They m ig ht
hav e don e the sam e atthe B olan :a fin e riv er rolls outthroug h a few sm all open in g s,
form in g ,as its crystal flood g ushes in to air,a g ladsom e stream ,as pure an d cold as

N ature can create it,an dam ply sufficien tforthe w an tsof an arm y.

S ubsequen tev en ts often broug htback toour recollection the cheerful n oisy g atherin g
roun dthatsprin g .

The con cludin g ten m iles of the pass are throug h a fearfully w ild rav in e, w in din g
zig zag , lik e the teeth of a saw , betw een frig htfully ov erhan g in g precipices of
perpen dicularrock s ascen din g toa thousan dfeeton eitherhan d,an dthe clearblue sk y

abov e deepen ed in color by the som ber shade in w hich w e stood atthe bottom of the
g org e.W e hadm archedaboutsix m iles,an ditw as aboutthree o'clock ,w hen the alarm
w as g iv en in fron tthatsom e strag g lers of the en em y's plun derers w ere seen ;an d in
turn in g roun don e of the rudestan dstron g estdefiles of the pass in toan open erspace,
w here accessible hills on either han d receded in roun ded bluff headlan ds,in stead of
perpen dicularprecipices,lik e the partial sides of an earthquak e-sev eredchasm ,w e saw
a party of probably a hun dredarm edm en scram blin g eag erly tog etov erthe ridg e of a

hill an doutof sig ht.They w ere outof m usk et-shot;butbetterpreparation ,an da horse-
artillery g un w ith g rape,w ould hav e taug htthem a lesson as to the peril of puttin g
them selv esson earus,an dthe folly they hadcom m ittedin n otattack in g ussoon er.

The hills on our leftw ere still com pletely com m an din g us;sev eral of the en em y w ere
seen en scon ced in the cliffs,an d ourD eputy Judg e-A dv ocate Gen eral took occasion to
dism oun t,an d fire a rifle aton e of them .S peak in g profession ally of our fug lem an ,it
w as un luck ily "sen din g up a charg e ag ain sta m an thathe could n otbrin g hom e:"but

the fellow 's fire in return w as m ore efficien t, an d a horse w as shot; im m ediately a
desultory fire w asopen edon usby the restof hiscom pan y.

O ur in fan try w ere atleastthree m iles in the rear,our artillery a stag e ahead;w e had
on ly three hun dred of her M ajesty's 4th D rag oon s,an d aboutthe sam e stren g th of the
1st B om bay Cav alry. S ix hun dred horsem en , in a n arrow defile com pletely
com m an ded,had g reatreason to be than k ful thatthe attack did n otcom m en ce un til

justasw e hadem erg edfrom it;an d,m osthappily forus,ourbag g ag e w asin fron t.The
orderw asissuedtopush on ,an din a few m in utesw e w ere clearof the dan g er.

O n e European an d three n ativ es on ly w ere w oun ded, six horses k illed an d a few
slig htly w oun ded;this w as cheap in deed,com pared w ith w hatm ig hthav e been .The
B eloochies,em bolden edby the n on -resistan ce of the cav alry,aw aitedthe arriv al of the
in fan try, an d w ere taug hta lesson w hich the fastapproach of n ig htren dered less
effectual than w e had hoped itm ig hthav e been :sev eral,how ev er,of the en em y fell,
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an dn ota m an of ourin fan try w as touched;the en em y bein g surprisedby ourflan k in g
partiesscalin g the cliff,an dturn in g theirrear.

W hen the cav alry hadreachedan open g lade of perhaps a quarterof a m ile w ide,w ith

roun dedhills on each side,a haltw as calledtoascertain the loss,an dcoun tcasualties.
S om e follow ers arriv in g from the rearw ere loquacious an dloud-ton g uedin the recital
of their hairbreadth escapes,an d their v alorous perform an ce in their ow n escape,an d
rescue of the bag g ag e en trusted to their charg e.A serv an tridin g his m aster's spare
horse com in g up,an dB rig adierS cottof her M ajesty's 4th D rag oon s,w hocom m an ded
the cav alry brig ade of the B om bay colum n ,an dm yself bein g tog ether,w e ask edhim if
he k n ew w hether an y an d w hatproperty had fallen in tothe han ds of the en em y.H e
repliedthathe thoug htall hadescaped,exceptthattw ocam els hadbeen aban don edby

the serv an ts in charg e of them ,an dhadbeen carriedoff;an dthatthese tw obelon g edto
Colon el E.S cottS ahib an dGen eral D octorKen n edy S ahib.P leasan tin form ation ,an dn o
m istak e!In ev erin m y life heardm y ow n n am e sodistin ctly pron oun cedby a n ativ e.

Thus Colon el S cottan dm yself hadthe pleasure tok n ow thatoursleepin g -ten ts,beds,
beddin g ,partof ourclothes,an dv ery m an y triflin g essen tials,of little m on ey v alue,but
v ery n ecessary forcom fort,an dn ottobe replacedatan y price w here w e then w ere,had

been carried off; an d w e had to m ak e the bestw e could of our bad barg ain . The
cow ardice of our serv an ts,w ho thoug htthey w ere retarded by the cam els,w as the
cause of ourloss;for,hav in g selectedg oodcam els,they hadm archedw ith the cav alry,
an dn eedn othav e lag g edbehin d.In ev erask edm y brutes a question ;itw as of n ouse.
Colon el S cott, m ore in quisitiv e, or less philosophical, heard the fearful tale of his
people's dan g er. The g oat, they said, w as shot; an d, w hen blood w as shed, they
con sideredittim e tobe stirrin g ,an dran fortheir liv es:an d m y people disclaim ed the
hon orof hav in g been firstin the race.

V erily itw asn ojest;forhadw e been attack edin the m iddle in steadof atthe en dof on e
of the stron g estpasses in the w orld,an dhadthe n um berof m en w e saw aroun dus—
fully three hun dred,an d probably as m an y m ore n otseen ,butm an y w ere ev iden tly
there,— throw n up an y breastw ork toblock the road,n ow here fifty yards across,an d
rolled ston es dow n the hills to im pede our adv an ce or retreat,butfew of our party
couldpossibly hav e surv iv edtotell the tale of the B olan P ass.

A steep ascen t,of probably fiv e hun dredfeetin less than half a m ile,took us ov er the
crestof the lastridg e,an dthe lev el plain of A ffg han istan lay before us.The airatsun set
w aschilly cold;an dw e hadthe perfectk n ow ledg e of a n ew clim ate,asw ell asof a n ew
coun try. A dreary m arch of n early tw en ty m iles broug htus to the cam p of our
adv an cedparty;an dw e haltedforthe n ig ht.The follow in g m orn in g ,a shortm arch of
eig htm ilesbroug htustoS ir-i-A ub:there w e halteddurin g the 19th torecruitourcattle.
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The ascen tof six thousan d feetfrom D audur had broug htus toa reg ion w here w ater
boiledata lin e below 200°of Fahren heit:an dthe therm om eterw asatthe m in im um 50°,
an dm axim um 88°;sin k in g rapidly afterhalf-paston e,the m axim um hourin a ten t,to
65°, the tem perature at sun set. A t D audur, on the 11th, the m in im um of the

therm om eterw as 82°,an dm axim um 106°;an d98°atsun set.The pleasurable sen sation
of the European clim ate w e w ere in is n otto be described.W e w ere n ev er w eary of
adm irin g the sprin g -blossom s of iris an dharebell w ith w hich the turf w as en am eled.A
som ew hatcoarsely scen tedv ariety of southern -w oodshedits stron g perfum e w herev er
w e trod,an dcov eredthe coun try lik e heather.

The cultiv ation roun dthe v illag e w as equally n ew :fin ely irrig atedfields of lucern e an d
clov er;an dthe sprin g -w heatw as pale-g reen ,in the firstblade,n ota span hig h;w hilst

in the coun try below the pass the yellow harv estw as already ripe,an dthe reapin g had
com m en cedin the v icin ity of D audur.

Ev ery day w as n ow destin ed to hav e its catastrophe: ten B eloochies had been
sum m arily executedon this g roun dby Colon el S an dw ith of the 1streg im en tof N ativ e
Cav alry,un derw ritten orders from S ir John Kean e,as his Excellen cy passed w ith the
B en g al colum n .The firstorder w as a v erbal on e;butColon el S an dw ich,n otlik in g it,

required a w ritten on e,an d receiv ed iton half a sheetof n ote-paper.H e has had the
w isdom topreserv e it.The poorw retches hadtheirelbow s secured,an dw ere m ade to
siton the g roun d; w hen each had a bulletsen tthroug h his brain from a carbin e.
L ieuten an tL och,the officer w hosuperin ten ded the execution ,spok e v ery feelin g ly of
w hathe had been n o w illin g ag en tin .S om e of them ,he said,satquietly dow n an d
subm itted to their fate;som e resisted,an d,to k eep them quiet,the execution -party
fasten edtheirheads tog etherby theirlon g luxurian thair,w hich serv edtosecure them
fortheirdestruction .Tw oyoun g lads seem edhorrifiedtobew ilderm en tby theirfears,

an d im plored for m ercy,seizin g the feetan d k n ees of the superin ten din g officer;but
they w ere m ade tositdow n .Ere the fatal v olley exploded,they w ere en deav orin g to
em brace,lean in g theirheadsag ain steach other,w eepin g bitterly theirlastfarew ell.

This w as sadw ork ,an ddidn og ood:w e w ere robbed,an dour cam els stolen atev ery
stag e.The n extm orn in g ,the 20th,Captain D av idson ,Com m issary Gen eral,hadon e of
his cam els led off from the spotw here his ten thad stood: ithad been struck , his

bag g ag e pack ed,an d cattle loaded;an d,w hilsthis serv an ts w aited for the adv an ce of
the colum n totak e theirplace in the lin e,on e of the cam elsw asabstractedw ith asm uch
apparen tease,an dasperfectim pun ity,asif such a beastsoloadedcouldhav e been put
in the thief's pock etan d carried off atspeed.A hue an d cry w as m ade,— day w as
break in g ,— butthe cam el w asg on e.

O n the 20th of A pril,w e m archedtoQ uetta,the capital tow n of the prov in ce of S haul;a
sm all place of poorappearan ce,an dits population g roun dtothe dustby the exaction s

of its g ov ern m en t, an d the free-tradin g character of its n eig hbors. Un til our ten ts
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arriv ed an d w ere pitchin g ,w e rested in a n oble orchard.Fin e stan dards of the size of
forest-trees,apple,pear,peach,apricot,an d plum ,w ere surm oun ted an d ov erhun g
w ith g ig an ticv in es,w hich w reathin g roun dthe trun k s,an d exten din g tothe rem otest
bran ches,festoon edfrom tree totree in a w ildluxurian ce of g row th such as Ihadn ev er

dream tof seein g in fruit-trees an d the v in e:itw as the firstm on th in sprin g ,an d they
w ere cov ered w ith blossom s w hich perfum ed the air, an d presen ted a picture of
horticultural beauty surpassin g description .

Toon e w ho,lik e m yself,hadn otseen European trees an dfruits forn early tw en ty-n in e
years,the sig htw as refreshin g an d exhilaratin g in the extrem e;recallin g the pleasan t
days an d dream s of happy youth, an d rev iv in g those recollection s w hich rem ain
un forg otten toourg rav es,throug h all the chan ces an dchan g es of m ortal life,how ev er

v aried.They cam e lik e dew upon the n ew -m ow n g rass ov erthe coldan dcallous heart
of ag e an d experien ce,am id scen es an d doin g s so w ildly opposite,thatfan cy could
im ag in e them toresem ble thatv iew of heav en w hich the parable perm its the rich m an
outof the depthsof hell.
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CHAPTER XI.

The sick leftatQ uetta.— C reditable m archin g of the B om bay colum n .— Greatdesertion of the
cam el-m en .— C on sequen t deaths am on g the cam els.— Kooslak.— V alley of P eisheen . —
S ubterran eous aqueducts. — O ur destitute con dition , from robberies on the m arch.—
A m usem en tcreated by an application tous for a sideboard.— The Kojuk P ass.— The Toba
m oun tain s.— D ifficulties of the pass.— The road im peded by carcases of an im als leftby the
B en g al div ision .— W ildrhubarb.— Frien dly reception atthe adv an ce cam p.— N ig ht-m arch to
Killa Futtoola.— D istress from w an tof w ater.— Reception of supplies from the B en g al colum n .—
V illag e of D a H aji — A rriv al atKan dahar.— En cam pm en t.— C oun cil of w ar an dflig htof the
C hiefs.

W E had a busy day atQ uetta.A com pan y of footartillery w as ordered torem ain ,to
rein force Gen eral N otes brig ade of the B en g al colum n ;an d all our sick ,am oun tin g to
on e hun dred an d thirty European s,un able to m arch,w ere to haltun til able to rejoin
head-quarters.N early on e hun dreddidrejoin atKan dahar,v ery early in Jun e.

There can be n o question butthat,if m ere econ om y had been the firstquestion ,that

Gen eral N ottan dthe B en g al troops oug httohav e adv an ced,an dthe B om bay colum n
should hav e halted atQ uetta.Ioffer n ofurther opin ion ,bein g un in form ed of the real
actuatin g m otiv esw hich dictatedthe arran g em en ts.

N o haltw as allow ed:the B en g al colum n in adv an ce m ig htpossibly be opposed at
Kan dahar,an dall haste w as tobe m ade toov ertak e them ;an din g oodB ooth n otim e
w as lost. They m arched from D audur early in M arch, an d w e on A pril 12th: they

reachedKan daharA pril 30th,an dw e M ay 4th.M ak in g ev ery deduction fortheirbein g
the adv an ce,an dpion eerin g the w ay,an d our hav in g the adv an tag e of the roads they
m ade,still ourrate of m archin g w as a fairtrial of stren g th an dpersev eran ce,an dv ery
creditable tothe B om bay colum n .

M y person al g riev an ces m ustag ain be in truded on the reader:letm e say,lik e Cicero,
"N ec querulus essem quam v is." Itis n otto in dulg e in a g rum ble,butto illustrate our

history,thatI am ev er an d an on an ecdotic.Justas w e had don e din n er atQ uetta at

eig htP .M .of the saidA pril 20th,ourdig estion w as in terruptedby a reportthata g reat
desertion of cam el-m en had tak en place.A m on g them w ere all m y fiv e,an d m y ten
cam els w ere leftw ithouta sin g le k eeper to ten d or feed them .O thers w ere equally
un fortun ate;som e lostall,others half theirestablishm en t.O urpeople hadhaden oug h
of it; an d, m ore especially, the serv an ts hired w ith the cam els purchased in S in dh
show edan in v in cible dislik e toadv an ce furtherin tothe en em y'scoun try.
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Ican n otsay how w e scram bledon ,orhow the poorcam els w ere ten ded.Irepresen ted
to m y other serv an ts thatw e had n o help for it,an d g av e them the w ag es the fiv e
cam el-m en w ouldhav e receiv edif presen t;an dthe poorfellow s settow ork w ithouta

m urm ur,an dm archedm y cattle on toKan dahar,Ik n ow n othow .M an y cam els died,
m ostprobably from starv ation an d bad ten din g ;butitw as attributed to the pasture,
an d a beautiful blue iris w as said to be the cam el's poison . I had n o m ean s of
ascertain in g ,butstron g ly believ e thatw ith m ore g rain an dbetterg room in g they m ig ht
hav e sw allow edirisor"eisel"w ith im pun ity.

O n the 21stw e m archedthirteen m iles,toKooshlak .L eav in g the v alley of S haul toen ter

the v alley of P eisheen , w e crossed a m oun tain ridg e, of abouteig hthun dred feet
elev ation ,w ith an ascen tof three m iles,an da steepdescen tof som ew hatless than half
a m ile.

The m ilitary arran g em en ts to prev en tsurprise an d loss in the m oun tain , m ade an
in terestin g spectacle.S ev eral carcases of the follow ers of the B en g al cam p show edthat
theirstrag g lers in the rearhadbeen k illedan dstripped:g reatprecaution w as tak en to

preserv e ours from a lik e fate.The v iew from the crestof the hill w as v ery fin e.S om e
parties of lig htin fan try occupyin g ev ery poin tthatcom m an dedthe road,tocov erour
flan k s,ere w e en teredthe defile,show edhow w e oug httohav e protectedourselv es in
the B olan P ass. N o en em y appeared, an d the colum n reached Kooshlak w ithout
acciden t.

The fourfollow in g stag esw ere m ade throug h the celebratedv alley of P eisheen .M isrule
an dan archy hadreducedthis on ce fertile reg ion toa desert.V ery little cultiv ation w as

seen ,exceptin the im m ediate v icin ity of the v illag es;an d these w ere few in n um ber,
w retchedly built, an d v ery thin ly in habited. I hav e n ev er trav elled throug h a less
in terestin g orm ore desolate reg ion than the w hole tractfrom Q uetta toKan dahar.

The subterran eous drain ag es,or aqueducts,peculiar toKhorasan a,w ere foun d atour
firsthaltin g -place, an d from then ce to Kan dahar, in the sin g ular aqueducts n am ed
Kareiz.The curren tof w ateris con ductedby a subterran eous chan n el,g en erally about

eig htor tw elv e feetbelow the surface,w ith shafts of aboutsix feetdiam eter atev ery
thirty or forty yards, for the purpose of v en tilation , an d con v en ien ce, probably, of
orig in al excav ation an dan n ual repair.Tw oobjects are thus g ain ed;sin ce this species of
aqueductis m ore easily dug than a tren ch w ouldbe,an d,as the curren tg oes som uch
un derg roun d, the ev aporation durin g sum m er m ustbe com parativ ely triflin g . The
m oun tain sprin g s are thus carefully broug htdow n in to the v alleys, an d across the
low er lev els, to reserv oirs, w hen ce they are draw n for irrig ation . The lon g lin e of
m oun ds,in dicatin g the apertures of the sev eral shafts,form ed a n ew feature in this

dreary lan dscape.
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In som e districts n o w ater existed sav e in these subterran eous aqueducts;so thatan
en em y w ith a few spades-full of earth m ig htatan y tim e cutoff the suppliesof an arm y,
an ddefeattheirarran g em en ts.W e sufferedexceedin g ly from the in terruption of on e at

Killa Futtoola on the 28th A pril.

O n the 25th A pril w e reachedKilla A bdoola Khan ,w here w e foun da battalion of S hah
S oojah's reg ulars in possession of the fort. O ur m arch from L ark han u had been so
difficult,an dthe en em y hadm ade sofree w ith ourcattle,thatn oton e of us hadm ore
than the bare n ecessaries of life,an d the sm allestpossible quan tity of bag g ag e of an y
k in d: w e w ere con sequen tly n ota little am used to receiv e an application from the
B en g al officerhaltedthere,expressin g a desire topurchase a sideboardan dsom e other

articles of furn iture, w hich w ould hav e been as useful or desirable to m en in our
situation as a horse toa sailoron his quarter-deck .Itw as ev iden ttous thatourB en g al
frien ds w ere farin g far better than w e w ere;an d w e look ed toour ov ertak in g them at
Kan daharasa relief from a larg e share of ourpriv ation s.

O n the m orn in g of the 26th w e crossed the Kojuk P ass from Killa A bdoola Khan to
Chum m um ,a m arch of g reatdifficulty an ddan g er,an dform in g a sin g ularrepetition of

the ev ils of the L uk k y P ass; itbein g apparen tly our fortun e to hav e our m in or
difficulties g rossly exag g erated, an d the real im pedim en ts either un k n ow n , or so
m isrepresen tedastobe outof the calculation .

O n our adv an ce, the artillery colum n had strug g led throug h the pass w ith g reat
difficulty,n otw ithstan din g the facilities prov ided for them by the surv eys an d road
ov er the m oun tain w hich the B en g al pion eers had m ade for their div ision ; an d,
althoug h they leftD audurthree days before us,w e w ere expectedtoov ertak e them on

the otherside of the m oun tain .

The Toba m oun tain s form an irreg ular series of ran g es of rock y hills,ascen din g toan
elev ation exceedin g n in e thousan dfeetabov e the sea,an daboutthree thousan dabov e
the av erag e heig htof the coun try w hen ce they rise:they exten dfrom the n orthern side
of the v alley of P eisheen to w ithin fifty m iles of Ghizn i,hav in g a breadth of abouta
hun dred m iles.The lastof those ran g es,dim in ished to a breadth of aboutten m iles,

seem stocon tin ue a southerly course,an dseparatesthe v alley of P eisheen from the n ext
v alley,w hose n am e In ev erheard,butw hich,hav in g a dreary desolate breadth of about
tw en ty-fourm iles,isseparatedby a sim ilarbutlesslofty ran g e,of aboutfifteen m ilesin
w idth,from the v alley of the Turn uck an dUrg en daub,the riv erof Kan dahar.

A tdaybreak of the 20th of A pril w e com m en ced the ascen tof the Kojuk P ass.The
approach an d the firstfiv e m iles had m uch beauty;fin e,g reen ,g rassy hills,— a n ew
feature in the lan dscape,— w ith trees an dbushes,form eda con trasttothe n ak edrock s

an d arid surface of the coun try from D audur hither; butdead horses an d cam els,
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pollutin g the airw ith the m ostn oisom e an dpestilen tial sten ch of putrefaction in ev ery
v ariety of stag e of an im al decom position , den ied the en joym en tof an y beauties of
n ature.

A tthe eig hth m ile of the road,the passbeg an tobe precipitous:sev eral hum an carcases,
som e bearin g m ark sof v iolen ce,w ere here stretchedn ak edan dputridby the roadside,
pollutin g the scan ty stream of a riv ulet,w hich,bubblin g am on g the clefts of a splin tery
shale rock ,w ouldhav e been a relief tothe trav elerbutforthe fearful defilem en ts w ith
w hich ithad been poison ed.The crestof the m oun tain appeared to con sistof tw o
ridg es:on e w as ascen dedby a steeproadforabouttw ohun dredyards,alm ostequally
abrupttodescen d on the opposite side;the other could be clim bed by a lees difficult
approach alon g itsside forabouta quarterof a m ile.These w ere farfrom pleasan tspots

to pass, ev en for cav alry an d in fan try, w ithoutthe shadow of opposition from an
en em y. O ur artillery had been drag g ed throug h after tw o days'hard labor of the
artillery-m en an dherM ajesty's 17th reg im en t:the deadcam els lay in heaps,an din on e
place their putrid carcases actually im peded the w ay of the bag g ag e-train . A m ore
sick en in g sig ht,orm ore offen siv e sten ch,can n otbe im ag in ed.

The total ascen tto the lastcrest,look in g dow n in to the n extv alley,an d w hen ce the

adv an ce cam pof artillery couldbe seen ,w asaboutten m iles;then ce the descen t,atfirst
abruptbutsubsequen tly easy,an dthe roadexceedin g ly g ood,w asaboutfourm iles.

W e w ere m ostfortun ate thatn oacciden tof an y m om en toccurred;an dall ourbag g ag e
arriv edata g oodhourbefore sun set;a g reatpartbein g up before three o'clock .A few
strag g lin g parties of thiev es show edthem selv es,an da little desultory firin g of the rear-
g uards w as n ecessary from tim e to tim e to k eep them ata respectable distan ce,an d
prev en tthe m ischief their alarm in g the bag g ag e-train m ig hthav e occasion ed in the

crow ded rav in es an d defiles of the pass;butall w as happily surm oun ted.W ithin tw o
m iles of the artillery cam p w e passedtheirrear-g uard,an dsaw som e of theirbag g ag e
on the road.

The absolute heig htof the ridg e crossed could n otbe less than tw o thousan d feet.
S ev eral plan ts,quite n ew tom e,w ere in full blossom ,w astin g sw eetn ess an dbeauty on
the desertair or the robber's haun ts,an d bloom in g n ow am id the m ostn oisom e an d

n oxiousputrefaction thatw asev erleftin the rearof an adv an cin g colum n .

A m on g other w ild production s of the hill,there w as a v astabun dan ce of rhubarb,
g row in g in the v ery m idstof tolerably com pactslaty rock , an d shootin g its roots
throug h the n arrow clefts an d,fissures w here the pick axe an dcrow barw ere n ecessary
toobtain it.W e had heard of itas a production of Kabul,an d the fertile v alleys of the
H in dooKoosh;butIdidn otexpecttofin ditsofarsouth,orin such prodig al profusion .
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M y person al adv en tures on the Kojuk P ass w ere easy.Ialig hted from m y horse,an d
w alk ed throug h all the precipitous an d dan g erous parts of the road;preferrin g ,as I
hav e alw ays don e throug h life,in currin g a little fatig ue of lim b torisk in g the chan ce of
break in g on e.O n arriv al atthe adv an ce cam p,w hen n ota hope of our ow n m ess-

break fasthadoccurredtous,w e w ere all hospitably an dk in dly receiv edan dprov ided
forby ourfrien ds,w hohadpassedbefore us,an dhadn oten joyedon theirarriv al the
luxury they w ere able to bestow on us.I had to than k M ajor H an cock of the 19th
reg im en tforthe shelterof histen tan dthe w arm estw elcom e.

S ofarw ell forw hatw as past,the future w asless com fortable tocon tem plate:n oforag e
of an y k in d w as procurable for our cattle,an d n o g rain to be purchased;the artillery
an d the cav alry horses w ere starv in g ,an d our jaded cam els ill able tow ork :yetthere

w as n odespon den cy n orev en an xiety show n .Throug h m y careerin In dia Ihav e n ev er
seen the shadow of a rev erse,sothatIcan n otjudg e of w hatw ouldbe the resultof such
a n ov el position toan In dian arm y;buton the Kan dahar side of the Kojuk P ass there
w asabun dan toccasion totry the tem peran delasticity of the m ostv iv aciousspirits,an d
the resultw asbeyon dm easure satisfactory.

M y subjectis draw in g m e upon delicate g roun d,an dIw ill forbear:butIw ill speak as

on e w hohasn otsleptdurin g the lasttw en ty-n in e years;thatif w hatisreportedbe true,
v iz.thatthe H om e Gov ern m en ts,both of D ow n in g -streetan dL eaden hall,hav e un ited
to resolv e thatstran g ers to In dia are n otin future to be sen tto In dia, either for
g ov ern m en tor com m an d, they hav e com e to the w isestresolution thatcould hav e
occurredtothem ;an d,hadthey ag reedupon itsoon er,theirtreasury m ig hthav e been
in bettercon dition ,an dtheirIn dian arm y happier.

W e hadan otherdesertm arch before us of n early tw en ty-fiv e m iles,tobe don e w ithout

a halt;an dw e rested the n ig htof the 26th.O n the 27th w e din ed atthree o'clock ,an d
struck our ten ts toprepare for our journ ey,w hich w e com m en ced atsun set.A brig ht
m oon lig htm ade the n ig ht-m arch less irk som e;butthe reportof pistols,w hich prov ed
to arise from the m erciful destruction of som e poor artillery horses thathad brok en
dow n un der starv ation an d ov erw ork ,caused som e an xiety.A thalf-pastn in e o'clock
w e reached D oon dy Goolye,a pool of putrid w ater,poison ed by dead cam els,w hich
w as toooffen siv e ev en forthe jadedcattle:w e haltedtill m idn ig httoallow the bag g ag e

topasson ,an dthen resum edourjourn ey,an dreachedKillsFuttoola before sun rise;the
w hole distan ce bein g a perfectly lev el plain ,w ithoutthe appearan ce of habitation orof
in habitan thav in g ev er been there.A ll the bag g ag e cam e up w ith the colum n ,an d n o
acciden tof an y k in dhadoccurreddurin g the n ig htjourn ey of tw en ty-fiv e m iles.

B utthe Kojuk P ass an d the desertm arch had ov erw ork ed the cattle, an d further
adv an ce w ithoutrestw as im possible;yetn osufficien tsupply of w atercouldbe foun d.
W atercourses,in dicatin g irrig ation ,w ere discern ible in the fields,an dparties w ere sen t

in questof the foun tain -head w hen ce they had flow ed;butthey w ere n otdiscov ered:
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yetthoug h on ly on e sm all w ell existedhere,an dsom e othersatsix m iles'distan ce,v ery
in adequate to our w an ts,w e w ere com pelled to halttill the 29th,n otw ithstan din g all
the excessiv e difficultiesof w aterin g the cattle.

O n the 30th w e adv an cedov era rock y m oun tain ridg e,chiefly descen tforaboutelev en
m iles to M el,w hich broug htus in to the low er v alley of Kan dahar,estim ated atthree
thousan dfiv e hun dredfeetabov e the sea.W e passedm an y m an g ledrelics of hum an ity
on the road,an d the heartached ov er w hatthey had suffered,an d w hatour ow n
people w ere g oin g throug h.The n ativ es of the coun try w ho follow ed us m ust,Ifear,
hav e form ed buta low estim ate of our con sideration for our n ativ e depen den ts; it
w ouldhav e costlittle trouble,an doccasion edlittle delay,tohav e g iv en these sadrelics
the charitiesof burial

O n the 1stM ay a m idn ig htm arch broug htus toTuk tapole,passin g the celebratedw ell
described by Con olly.Itw ould be a v ery ordin ary coun try in Gozrat.W e stopped to
exam in e,an d toreg retthe state of the coun try w here such w ork s are sorare as other
objects of w ild leg en d an d extrav ag an tadm iration . S om e plun derers, w ho w ere
en deav orin g tom ak e free w ith ourbag g ag e,an dhadev in cedm ore courag e than usual,
w ere ov ertak en by our cav alry on the rear-g uard,an d v ery quick ly disposed of:they

w ere arm ed m en an d itw as a fair fig htin g . A tTuk tapole w e had the un speak able
g ratification tom eeta sm all party of the irreg ularhorse of the B en g al colum n sen tout
tous from Kan daharw ith supplies.The n ew s they g av e us thatthe chiefs of Kan dahar
had fled,an d the city yielded w ithoutthe sem blan ce of resistan ce,w as satisfactory as
im pededthe results of the cam paig n .The supplies they broug htw ere a day's prov ision
for the cav alry,an d a g reatrelief;an d their accoun tof Kan dahar delig hted us.P ast
fatig uesan dan xietiesw ere forg otten .

O n the 2n dw e reachedD a H aji,the firstv illag e sin ce w e leftthe v alley of P eisheen .The
lack of tim beroccasion s the v illag e cottag es in this coun try tobe builten tirely of m ud,
an dcov eredw ith little cupola roofs of the sam e.D a H aji,w hen firstseen ,appearedlik e
a m ass of larg e-sizedbeehiv es.Fin e corn an dclov er-fields roun dthe v illag e en abledus
to purchase abun dan tforag e for our cattle;butthe flin ty-hearted m on sters took the
fullestadv an tag e of our w an ts an d our position ,an d the safe protection they en joyed
from B ritish disciplin e.The im position practiced on us m usthav e fallen ruin ously on

the poorerclassesof the cam p.

O n thism orn in g 's m arch w e passedthe tw om oun ds,orcairn sof loose ston es,thatbear
the celebrated n am es in P ersian rom an ce of L eila an d M ujn oon ;bow ,w here,or w hy
bestow ed Idid n otlearn .They had n othin g rem ark able in appearan ce,an d probably
show edthe spotw here som e deedof bloodhadbeen perpetrated.

The 3rd of M ay,atM oola Keejry Ki Kareez,w as a pleasan tday to all.P lum s an d

v eg etablesfrom Kan dahar,the firstfruitsof the coun try,appearedin ourbazaar.
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W e w ere told thatthe chiefs of Kan dahar did n otaban don their coun try an d hom es
w ithouthav in g m editatedresistan ce;thatthey hadadv an cedw ith a body of cav alry to
the footof the Kojuk P ass.Theircoun cil of w arw as saidtohav e w av eredon the fittest
m ode of obstructin g ouradv an ce.A n ig htattack w as ov erruled,itbein g adm ittedthat

our w atchful v ig ilan ce w as m ore alertby n ig htev en than by day.D esultory assaults
upon our bag g ag e-train on the m arch,or a sudden in road upon our cam p atsuch a
period after the arriv al of the troops atthe n ew g roun d as should hav e g iv en them
leisure topile arm s,un dress,an dcom m en ce cook in g ,w ere adv ised;butthe defection of
on e of the prin cipal chiefs,H ajiKhan Kauk ur,dissolv edthe array of the A ffg han arm y,
an dthe chiefsaton ce decidedon flig htan dexile.
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CHAPTER XII.

Kan dahar.— In v itation tothe house of S ir A .B urn es.— Gatew ay of the city.— C row dedstate
of the streets.— Tom b of A hm edS hah.— The C itadel.— N ov el m ode of decoratin g the w alls of
room s.— Greatm en of In dia:M oun tstuartElphin ston e,B ishopH eber,S ir John M alcolm ,an d
S irJam es M acin tosh.— H ig h characterof S irA .B urn es.— C on tag ion of the fashion of w earin g
beards.— P urchases of prov ision s for the arm y.— O rig in al draftof the cam paig n .— Rem ark s.—
Full-dress parade of the g ran darm y.— S peech of S hah S oojah.— C urious in terceptedletter of
an adheren tof D ostM ahom ed.— C erem on ial observ edatthe Kin g 's ascen sion of his thron e.

O N approachin g Kan dahar, I w as m etby a horsem an , a serv an tof S ir A lexan der
B urn es,brin g in g m e a pack etof n ew spapers,an da frien dly requesttoproceedaton ce
tohishouse,an dthere tow aitthe arriv al of m y serv an ts.S oag reeable an in v itation w as
n otlik ely tobe un derv alued.Ifirstascertain ed w here the cam p w as tobe,an d w here

the site of m y ow n ten t;an dthen follow edm y g uide tothe citadel of Kan dahar.

The g atew ay of the city w as as w retched a defen ce as the un protected w all;the city,
w hen en tered,a m ere collection of m ud-hov els,v ery g en erally,n ay alm osten tirely,
on ly on e story hig h.The n eig hborhoodof such an arm y filledthe streetsw ith idlersan d
frequen tersof the bazaar,an dg av e the busy hum of m en an dan airof life an dbustle to
the place;butIhav e n ev er seen a poorer place in In dia ran k in g hig her than the head-

tow n ship of a purg un n ah.S uch places as D holk a,N eriad O ccliseer,Jum boseer,an d a
score others I could n am e, hav e substan tial lin es of houses, in dicatin g w ealth an d
com fort;butin Kan daharthere w as n othin g butdirtan dw retchedn ess.The population
w as estim ated atthirty thousan d;an d,as w e w ere told thata larg e portion of w hat
m ig htbe desig n ated the upper classes had fled the city on the approach of the B ritish
arm y,w e should n otbe justified in den yin g it.S uffice itto say,thatthe halo of an
an cien tn am e n ev ersheda hig herig n is fatuus lusterroun dpov erty an dim poten ce than

the hyperbolicreputation of Kan dahar.

A low cupola of aboutfifty feetdiam eter,sprin g in g from a w all n ottw en ty feethig h,
cov ered the in tersectin g poin tw here the tw om ain streets crossed atrig htan g les;an d
this,w ith the m odern tom b of A hm ed S hah,g ran d-father of S hah S oojah,form ed the
on ly objects in the city w orth stoppin g tolook at.The tom b is an im posin g objecthere:
an d thoug h to those w ho hav e seen the relics of pastag es in In dia itw ould n otbe
con sidereddeserv in g of description ,yet,w hen recordin g a v isittoKan dahar,Im ustsay

of itthatitis a cupola of aboutthirty feetdiam eter,an dprobably sixty feethig h,w ith a
g allery roun d it, an d m in arets at the an g les; the m ason ry of brick an d chun am ,

orn am en tedw ith the g lazedpottery tilesw e hadseen in such superiorbeauty atThatta;
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the lin in g of the roof a g audy g ildin g ,an dA rabicin scription s on the corn ice,eithercut
in slabs of m arble,or en am eled on the pottery,w ith sim ple m arble m on um en ts un der
the cupola, scarcely hig her or larg er than the "heav in g s of the turf" in a v illag e
churchyard.A n dsuch isthe tom b of A hm edS hah,w hose bon esw ouldhav e shuddered

in theirg rav e w hen the m etal heel of a B ritish bootran g sharply on the pav em en tan d
re-echoed un der the "hollow m ass"of the cupola,could an ythin g butthe lasttrum pet
aw ak e them ,an drestore the eartohear,orthe eye tosee,sostran g e an an om aly as the
Fran k in pow eratKan dahar!

The citadel m ay be describedas a m ass of ruin ,an din capable of defen ce in itsbestday.
The in teriorcon sistedon ly of the relics of houses of forg otten prin ces.S hah S oojah had
sheltered him self in on e,M r.M 'N aug hten in an other,an d S ir A lexan der B urn es in a

third.The latterhadbeen rebuiltby on e of the chiefs of Kan daharforhis fav orite w ife.
Ithad an air of m ag n ificen ce an d g ran deur w here itstood;butin the M og ul S erai of
S urat,or in A hm edabad,itw ould be passed un observ ed.The w alls had a n ov elty of
decoration n otpeculiartoA ffg han istan ,as Ihav e seen itin In dia,thoug h n ev ersow ell
don e asin the room sIspeak of;— the chun am orplasterbein g stam pedw hen m oistan d

plastic,an d w ork ed in to a pattern ,ov er w hich a v arn ish of pow dered talc is spread,
w hich m ore n early resem bles the richn ess an d hue of n ew an d un used frosted silv er-

plate than an ythin g Ihav e seen elsew here.This m ig htbe in troduced in L on don — a
v ery cheapan deleg an tdraw in g -room decoration .

M y excellen tfrien d S ir A lexan der B urn es receiv ed m e w ith the k in destw elcom e,an d
w ith all thatun affected g oodn ess,sim plicity of m an n er,an d w arm th of heartw hich
m ark hischaracter.

M y residen ce in In dia hasden iedm e person al k n ow ledg e of the g reaton es of the earth.

They hav e n otbeen the w orse for it;n or,than k H eav en !hav e I.B utIhav e seen an d
con v ersedw ith M oun tstuartElphin ston e,an dw ith Reg in aldH eber,tw osublim e,an d,
as faras the w orldcan readthem ,faultless characters,m ostsin g ularly resem blin g each
other, an d apparen tly m ade differen ton ly by circum stan ces of early position an d
in itiativ e steps in life.Ihav e seen an dcon v ersedw ith S irJohn M alcolm an dS irJam es
M acin tosh.The m ostoutré eg otism in the form er,an da m ore refin edbutscarcely less
con cealedself-estim ate in the latter,couldn otreduce them tothe lev el of com m on m en .

Ihav e seen in m y tim e a stupen dous am oun tof In dia big -w ig g ery,in all shapes an din
ev ery possible v ariety;an dthe lessw e say of itthe better.

B utof the g reatm in ds w hich Ihav e been allow edtostudy,an dw hich Ican be allow ed
ton am e,on e distin g uishin g characteristicw as theirsim plicity an dn ak edtruth;an din
thisessen tiality of g reatn essS irA lexan derism ostespecially m odeledafterthem .A this
early ag e he has don e m ore,an d been m ore un der the w orld's eye,— an d born e the
in spection w ell too,— than either Elphin ston e or M alcolm had don e athis tim e of life;

an d,in the absen ce of all thatis artificial,thatin dicates self-seek in g or self-lov e,he
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surpasses the latter,an d equals the form er;an d,should his life be spared,the hig hest
pin n acles of In dian g reatn ess aw aithim ,as they fell tothe lotof those tow hom Ilik en
him .

These observ ation s are n otthe ov erflow in g of attached frien dship;they w ould hav e
been suppressed,an dm y M en d's g reatserv ices lefttospeak forthem selv es,hadjustice
been don e him in the pastyear:butthatjustice rem ain syettobe don e;an dun til itisso,
w hilstthe palm of m eritisaw ardedtoothersasin feriortohim aspig m iestog ian ts,itis
the historian 'sduty totearpreten sion totatters.

B utthis is en oug h.M ajorL eech join edus atbreak fast;rejoicin g ,lik e B urn es,in a bushy
beard,butfar surpassin g him in the coal-black hue an d abun dan ce of the article.W e

had seen som e beardedpoliticals in S in dh;all w ere Esaus,n oton e sm ooth m an in the
coun try. Eccen tricity is con tag ious an d v ery in n ocen t, w ell-m ean in g m en becam e
in fected they k n ew n othow .To the bestof m y recollection ,our chaplain ,S ir John
Kean e,an dm yself,w ere the on ly three in the arm y w hodidn otabhorthe razor.

M ajorL eech,an en g in eerofficerby education ,has sin ce been in n olittle trouble forthe
accoun the g av e of Ghizn iashe saw it.H ow couldhe hav e foreseen thatw e shouldhalt

tw o m on ths w ithin tw o hun dred an d tw en ty m iles of the place,an d g iv e the en em y
such abun dan t w arn in g , an d leisure to repair the ruin ed w ork s, an d erect the
appearan cesof stren g th?

M ajorTodd,of the B en g al A rtillery,hadseen Ghizn i as w ell as M ajorL eech,an dthey
hadcon curredin on e opin ion .Itw asv ery fortun ate forthe latterthatitw asso.

W e w ere aton ce apprised thatour haltatKan dahar depen ded on the harv est,an d

w ould exceed a m on th,toen able the stan din g crops tobe reaped,in order toprov ide
ourcom m issariatw ith the m ean sof adv an ce.In the m ean w hile flourw aspurchasedby
Gov ern m en tatthe rate of tw oan da half,orev en on e an da half seerorthree poun ds,
per rupee,an d issued to the troops an d follow ers,to the am oun tof half-ration s of a
poun d to fig htin g -m en ,an d half a poun d to follow ers,atthe rate of fifteen seers or
thirty poun ds perrupee.The n um berthus fedatsuch a price w as roug hly estim atedat
eig hty thousan d. The bag g ag e-train of ev en the B om bay colum n w as oppressiv ely

burthen ,som e;the B en g al follow ers w ere quadruple.A s a specim en ,poor B rig adier
A rn old w as said to hav e had upw ards of sixty serv an ts.M y tail of sixteen ,in cludin g
four cam el-m en , w as con sidered equal to m y ran k , an d a liberal allow an ce in the
B om bay colum n .In the B en g al lin esIshouldhav e been heldtobe v ery econ om ical,an d
v ery ill prov idedfor:butthe w ag es of m y sixteen w ouldexceedthe am oun tpaidin the
B en g al cam ptodouble thatn um ber;an dIw as certain ly a g ain ertohav e few ertofeed,
asIhadban dsen oug h forall Ihadforthem todo.
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The orig in al draftof the cam paig n is said to hav e been thatS hah S oojah w as to be
ack n ow ledg ed the sov ereig n of Kabul,an d thatthe arrears of tribute due from S in dh
should form the g olden sw ord thatshould w in him his k in g dom ;w hilstthe B ritish
n am e w as tobe his shield an d tow er of stren g th,toen able him tow restthose arrears

from S in dh,an dtak e the firsttotterin g steps he requiredtom ak e in the un certain ty an d
fearsof the in fan tfeeblen essof hispreten sion .

The S in dh tribute, w hich w ould hav e been required to be paid had Kabul been
com peten ttoen force it,w ould hav e been n in e lahk s of rupees per an n um sin ce 1806,
thatis to say, tw o hun dred an d n in ety-six lahk s, w ithoutin terest, or n early three
m illion sterlin g . O n e-sixth of this, or ev en on e-third, could n otbe con sidered an
un rig hteous dem an d, prov ided w e can dism iss the m in or question of prev ious

acquisition of rig ht,how justified? an dpresen tg roun dof dem an d,how asserted? P ass
that,an dthe restpresen tsn odifficulty.

The B om bay colum n couldhav e settledS in dh un opposed;an din the days of Gov ern or
D un can a sin g le brig ade w ould hav e tak en H yderabad as easily as S ir Frederick
M aitlan d an d B rig adier V alian ttook Karachi;S in dh an d the In dus w ould hav e been
B ritish;an d S hah S oojah w ould hav e been restored,w ithouta sin g le dem an d on the

B ritish treasury, in less tim e than itcostus to lan d in the H ujam ry an d adv an ce
un resistedtoKan dahar.

The assistan ce of B ritish officers an d the B ritish arsen als,toequip an d disciplin e S hah
S oojah's lev ies,w ould hav e g iv en him an arm y of his ow n in six m on ths superior to
an ythin g thatD ostM ahom edcouldpossibly hav e opposedtohim :an dEn g lan dn eeded
n ottohav e spen tthe three m illion ,w hich w ouldhav e been betterbestow edelsew here;
n or yetto hav e appeared in the fron tran k ,risk in g thatfearful collision w ith Russia,

w hich m ig hthav e setEurope in the blaze of a g en eral w ar,had the en erg y of L ord
A uck lan d's secretariatbeen m etby a sim ilar en erg y in the cabin etof S t.P etersburg .
A utocracy has its adv an tag es as w ell as its ev ils,or itcould n otlast.A n autocrat,if
in san e,is stran g led;an d,if n ot,he w ill n otcom m en ce a w arw ithoutfirstprov idin g the
m ean s topay forit.Russia hadn otthe m ean s forw ar,an dtherefore there w as n ow ar;
an d the eye of Russia has been hitherto on Con stan tin ople:butA ustria,Fran ce,an d
Russia hedg e the w ay tothe H ellespon t;an dw e are liberally prov idin g the m ean s for

an adv an ce eastw ard.

O urexpen diture in Kan daharan dKabul surpasses all thatthose districts hav e seen or
dream tof in the pastcen tury,an dhasfilledthe coun try w ith m on ey.The en richin g ,the
fertilizin g process of the n extten years,w hich m ustresultfrom w ealth an dpeace,w ill
con v ertthe bare v alleys of A ffg han istan in to a g arden ;the districts w e foun d deserts
w ill becom e populous clusters of v illag es,an d w e are n ottocom pare the future w ith
the past.W e are sm oothen in g the w ay,an dprov idin g the resources,forthe adv an ce of

an en em y from the W est.For thirty years w e hav e shuddered an d trem bled atthis
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bug bear;an d ev ery step w e hav e tak en ,in P ersia first,an d lastan d m ostfatally in
A ffg han istan ,has been tofacilitate the v ery resultw e opposed:w e appear,lik e a m oth,
tohav e flow n roun dan droun dthe flam e,an datlasttohav e run headlon g in toit.

Un til ourarriv al atKan daharw e hadseen n oen em y,butthe m ostcow ardly hig hw ay
robbers an d cattle-stealers that ev er v en tured to try their han ds at"liftin g ." The
w retchedrabble m ig hthav e don e usan in calculable m ischief hadthey daredtoattem pt
it:w e w ere an un w ieldly m ass thatw as fed an d m ov ed w ith the g reatestdifficulty,
sim ply from its un w ieldin ess; an d the m erestshadow of judicious or courag eous
opposition ,in creasin g thatdifficulty,m usthav e arrestedthe careerof success.

M achiav el w ouldn othav e adm ittedas a tutortohis P rin ce an y political castle-builder

w how ouldv en ture toplay from firsttolaston the lon g hazard,an dstan dthe hazard
of the die upon im probabilities of cast;an dforw hat?— toachiev e a self-en dam ag em en !
H ad M iraub Khan of Khelautdefen ded the B olan P ass;had H aji Khan Kauk ur n ot
deserted in the Kojuk ; had Kan dahar resisted for a w eek , or Ghizn i been properly
defen ded;hadthe tw en ty-eig htg un s w e foun daban don edatA rg un da been bestow ed
forthe defen ses of Kan daharan dGhizn i;an dhadthe tw elv e hun dredcav alry shutup
in the latter fortbeen occupied in m erely ridin g roun d us,or tw o m arches in fron t,

w astin g all forag e,an d w atchin g all forag in g parties from the B olan P ass to Kabul;
fin ally,hadRussian ag en cy been sofardev elopedan destablished,as itw as supposed,
an d oug htto hav e been , to hav e justified such a cam paig n ; had an y on e of those
con tin g en cies occurred,— an d n oton ly on e,butall w ere to be look ed for,— the arm y
could n othav e adv an ced, n otbecause w e should n othav e been able to defeatthe
en em y if he w ould hav e g iv en us the opportun ity,butbecause itw as his w isdom to
av oid a con test; an d the distan ce to be trav elled exceeded the m ean s of an y
com m issariattocon v ey supplies in the face of hostile opposition .The n ak edn ess of the

coun try den iedpasture forourcattle;an dthey m ustall hav e perishedon the road,had
the n ecessary delay occurredw hich m usthav e resultedfrom a cool calculatin g en em y,
how ev er feeble,av ailin g him self of the n atural adv an tag es his position g av e him ,an d
the len g th of the w ay w e hadtotrav el.

Iam forestallin g the subject,an d hav e trespassed upon the adv an ce;sow ill return to
Kan dahar.A g en eral orderw asissuedon the 4th of M ay,an n oun cin g toall A sia,an dto

all Europe,thatw e w ere sofarsow ell;an ditw asorderedthata full-dressparade of the
arm y shouldtak e place on the 8th,toshow tothe citizen s of Kan dahar,an dsuch of the
depen den ts orw ell-w ishers of D ostM ahom edas m ig htbe there,the exten tan dn ature
of ourforce.

Gen eral W illshire com m an ded the parade,w hich w as m erely a passin g in order of
rev iew ,before a sortof platform ,on w hich un der a can opy satS hah S oojah;the chief
an dg en eral staff of the B ritish arm y on his left,an dsom e half-a-dozen shabby-look in g ,

dirty,ill-dressedA ffg han follow erson hisrig ht.
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O n his tak in g his seat,the k in g addressed him self tothe en v oy,an d,as far as Icould
un derstan d him , said thathe "w ished his g rateful than k s to be con v eyed to L ord
A uck lan d"addin g ,that"he feltthatthe g reatestk in dn ess of the m ostin dulg en tparen t

tow ards the m ostfav oredchildcouldn othav e exceededthe disin terestedben ev olen ce
of the B ritish g ov ern m en ttow ards him ; an d thatthe on ly feelin g of his heartw as
g ratitude,an dthe on ly objectof his life w ouldbe toshow it,"& c.,Iam n otan adeptat
the P ersian lan g uag e,itbein g sov ery seldom usedin In dia:butIw as close tothe k in g ,
an d heard ev ery sy llable;an d,as far as I could un derstan d him ,the abov e is a fair
paraphrase of w hatIthin k he m ean ttosay.

The w hole scen e w as v ery im posin g ,an d the appearan ce of the troops surpassed all

expectation .W hen the parade con cluded,the k in g said thatitw as an exhibition of
stren g th thatw ould operate an d be feltfrom Choen to Room ,thatis,from P ek in to
Con stan tin ople.S o far as A siatics w ere con cern ed,he w as rig ht,there bein g n othin g
betw een the B lack an dthe Yellow S eas thatcouldhav e m etthe arm y before him ,if the
lam pof A laddin an dits g en iihadbeen ourcom m issariat,toforag e ourcattle,an dfeed
ourpeople,an dre-supply the treasury of Calcutta.

A letter,addressedtoD ostM ahom edby an adheren ton the spot,w asin tercepteda few
days afterw ards,an dw as a n in e days'w on derm uch m ystified;itg av e a v ery sin g ular
accoun t,foran A siatic,of the thron e parade.The stren g th of the force w as statedw ith
v ery tolerable accuracy;sav e thatthe forty pieces of field-ordn an ce,the horse,cam el,
an dfootartillery,w ere totally om itted,as if they hadn otexisted.O urv astw ealth w as
dw eltupon tolure the en em y toattack us forthe sak e of plun deralon e!O urg org eous
apparel an d equipm en ts w ere held forth in the lig htof the erm in e's fur or the bear's
sk in ,— the an im al to be hun ted dow n in con tin en tly for the hide! This letter, bein g

con sidered som ethin g v ery secret,becam e,as such thin g s alw ays do,v ery public,an d
w as en tered in to ev ery journ al of ev ery journ al-w riter in the arm y: all our H en rys
w ritin g for their m others,an d all our Edw ards w ritin g for their w iv es,all our authors
preparin g forthe public,— all copieditan d,as all the latterw ill n odoubtpublish it,I
n eedn ot.

O n e on ly observ ation is called for:the reader's atten tion is requested to the B ritish

chiefs g en eral order of M ay 6th,com m en cin g ,"O n the occasion of his m ajesty S hah
S oojah ool M oolk tak in g possession of his thron e,an d receiv in g the hom ag e of his
people of Kan dahar,the follow in g cerem on ial w ill be observ ed,"& c.

The B ritish authorities are there prom ised tobe on the rig ht,an d the A ffg han s on the
left;itw asrev ersed.W e w ere m ore than tw oscore,an dthey som e rag g edhalf-a-dozen !
butpassthat.The orderproceeds:
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"The En v oy an d Com m an der-in -chief w ill presen t N uzzurs (hom ag e-m on ey) as

represen tativ esof Gov ern m en t.

"The officers of the S hah's force w ill alsopresen tN uzzurs,& c.,leav in g theirtroops for

thatpurpose,afterthe S hah haspassed,an dreturn in g toreceiv e hism ajesty.

"The S hah'ssubjectsw ill then presen tN uzzurs,"& c.

The orderof M ay 8th is equally explicitin show in g the B ritish authorities the lieg es of
S hah S oojah.

"L ieuten an t-g en eral S irJohn Kean e has receiv edthe g racious com m an ds of his m ajesty

S hah S oojah,"& c.W hatw ouldQ ueen Elizabeth hav e saidtothis? S he,w how ouldn ot
allow S ir P hilip S ydn ey toreceiv e a foreig n order of k n ig hthood!she,w how ould n ot
allow "hersheep tobearan other's m ark !"tohearthem bleatin g about,payin g hom ag e
an d receiv in g g racious com m an ds, an d in stitutin g , an d w earin g the order of the
D ouran ee em pire!
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CHAPTER XIII.

P rotractedhaltatKan dahar.— C am paig n of 1780.— Ev ils of the halt.— D an g er of seekin g
recreation .— M urder of C orn etIn v erarity.— Reflection s on his death.— Im m ortality of the
soul.— B eautiful alleg ory of P syche.— C erem on y of presen tin g N uzzuran a.— In creasedheat
of the w eather.— Ruin s of an cien tKan dahar.— C urious v ase of an cien tsculpture.— Em pty
con dition of the corn bazaar.— Un successful attem pttoraise a loan .— D eten tion of the arm y to
aw aitthe arriv al of the L ohan y C hief.— H is character.— P arties sen touttom eethim .Frien dly
m ission toH eraut.

TH E haltatKan daharw as protractedtw om on ths,throug h causes thatw ill,n odoubt,
be fully explain ed by the m ilitary historian s.The order for the m arch in adv an ce w as
expectedby the en dof M ay,an dissuedJun e 10th;coun term an dedthe 18th,an dfin ally
re-issuedon the 26th:the rearcolum n m archedon the 30th.

The objectto be g ain ed by this halt,or the n ecessity thaten forced it,should be m ost
m in utely en tered in to;for itw as the delay atKan dahar thatn ullified the adv an tag es
g ain edby the un expectedsuccess of the adv an ce sofar:the in explicable folly of M iraub
Khan of Khelaut,w hocouldcom prom ise him self beyon dan y possibility of retreat,an d
yetdared n otproceed toactiv e m easures;the defection of H aji Khan Kauk ur,an d the
flig htof the S irdars of Kan dahar;an d thoug h last,n otleast,the n on -appearan ce of
Russia an d P ersia on the stag e. This m ustun question ably be con sidered the chief

m arv el;a v ery few thousan ds of Russian m on ey,judiciously adv an ced,w ould hav e
held tog ether en oug h of D ostM ahom ed's arm y to hav e em ployed us atleastan other
cam paig n : an d this forbearan ce either prov es thatthe declaration s of the Russian
g ov ern m en tare tothe letterhon est,an dthatthe m ov em en tof theirag en ton Kabul w as
un authorized; or, as is m ostprobably the case, thatthe real aim of Russia is on
Con stan tin ople,an dthe fein ton Kabul w aseithertodistractouratten tion ,ortoprepare
an equiv alen t to be con ceded to us by a far-sig hted diplom acy w hen ev er our
in terferen ce in the B osphorusrequiredtobe av erted.

The n ativ es w ith w hom Icon v ersed had buton e opin ion ;an d their surprise k n ew n o
boun d thatB rig adier S ale's party did n otadv an ce on Kelaut-i-Ghiljy an d Ghizn i,
in steadof Ghirisk .There w as n oforce in the coun try w hich couldhav e attack edorput
a w eak brig ade in jeopardy; an d w e foun d m ore prov ision s on that route than
an yw here else in the coun try. H ad the w orstoccurred thatcould possibly befall,
B rig adier S ale could hav e defen ded him self un til rein forced from the rear. O ur

subsequen tadv an ce seem s toprov e thatthese opin ion s w ere correct:thata sm all force
adv an cin g could hav e obtain ed supplies;an d thatall the con tin g en cy an d hazards of
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Ghizn i m ig ht, as far as w e hav e the m ean s of judg in g , hav e been av erted by less
dilatory m easures.

Tocom pare our proceedin g s w ith the en erg y thatw on In dia,w ouldbe payin g a poor

com plim en tto the m aster-spirits of the pastg en eration :butitis w orth a parag raph.
H yderA liof S erin g apatam — a v ery differen tperson ag e from H yderKhan of Ghizn i—
attack ed the Carn atic in 1780 w ith tw en ty-eig htthousan d cav alry, fifteen thousan d
reg ular in fan try,forty thousan d irreg ulars,tw o thousan d rock et-m en ,fiv e thousan d
pion eers,an dfourhun dredEuropean s,Fren ch,& c.A total of n in ety thousan dfig htin g -
m en . The defeat of Gen eral B aillie has alw ays been attributed to in com peten t
g en eralship;an d yethis arm y w as on ly three thousan d sev en hun dred m en .Iam old
en oug h tohav e k n ow n in tim ately the coev als of thatg en eration ,an d n ev er heard an y

otheropin ion butthatm ism an ag em en toccasion edthe disaster.

W hen H yder had tak en A rcotin N ov em ber,S ir Eyre Coote w as sen tfrom B en g al to
tak e the com m an d atM adras,w ith a rein forcem en tof fiv e hun dred European s.H e
foun d the arm y he had to com m an d con sisted of on e thousan d sev en hun dred
European s,an d fiv e thousan d three hun dred n ativ es;total sev en thousan d:yet,w ith
thishan dful of disciplin edm en ,sofarfrom fearin g the m ultitude of the half-disciplin ed

an dun disciplin ed,he an xiously desiredtoen coun terin open fieldthe boldestan dm ost
pow erful en em y thatEn g lish suprem acy has had to rise ov er.H e did seek him ,an d
fairly drov e him outof the Carn atic,defeatin g him in a pitched battle atCuddalore;
an d,pursuin g him in to his ow n coun try,totally defeated him ag ain in S eptem ber at
V ellore.W hilstw e atKan dahar,w ith probably ten foldthe artillery,an da g reaterforce
by far than S ir Eyre Coote's,— thoug h D ostM ahom ed atKabul had scarcely a m an on
w hom he couldrely,an dhisg reatfearw asthathe m ig htbe seizedan dsoldby hisow n
people,— rem ain edhaltedtw om on ths,an dcouldn otdetach a brig ade of tw othousan d

m en an d a troop of horse-artillery tow ards Kabul to g iv e heartto S hah S oojah's
adheren ts,an dtoform a n ucleus forthem an dthe person al en em ies of D ostM ahom ed
torally roun d.

N ev er w as the haltof an In dian arm y so little reliev ed by an y of the usual pastim e
occupation s of a cam p. The cow ardly m urderers by w hom w e w ere w atched, an d
apparen tly surroun ded,ren dered itquite un safe to v en ture outof sig htof the cam p,

un less in arm ed parties prepared for action . Thus sig ht-seein g an d picn ics w ere at
discoun t,an din factscarcely dream tof.O n e m elan choly occurren ce on the 28th of M ay
reada sadlesson of the dan g erof such am usem en ts,an dthey w ere seldom attem pted
afterw ards.

Tw o officers of her M ajesty's 16th L an cers,L ieuten an tW ilm er an d Corn etIn v erarity,
hadspen tthe day fishin g in the Urg en daub riv er,an dw ere return in g in the ev en in g to
cam p.Their serv an ts,atn og reatdistan ce behin d,follow ed w ith the sm all quan tity of

bag g ag e they had required.Throug h som e acciden t,M r.W ilm er w as detain ed in the
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rearata spotw here the roadw asa rock y pass;an dM r.In v erarity,w hen ridin g alon e in
fron t,w asattack edby a party of ruffian san dcruelly m urdered.

M r.W ilm er,totally ig n oran tof w hathadbefallen his com pan ion ,arriv edim m ediately

on the spot,an dw as assailedalso.H av in g a stoutstick in his han d,he parriedthe first
blow ,an d struck the ruffian tothe g roun d.A m om en tary check w as thus g iv en tothe
assault,— the serv an ts atthe in stan tcom in g up,attractedatten tion ;an dev en tually M r.
W ilm er,sev erely w oun ded,w as able to escape an d fin d refug e aton e of our cam p
picquets.H orsem en w ere sen tout,an d poor M r.In v erarity w as broug htin still aliv e,
thoug h fearfully m an g led:he didn otsurv iv e an hour.H issadfate w asdeeply deplored
by all.H e w as a v ery fin e youn g m an ,an d m uch lik ed in his reg im en t:be had on ly
recen tly join edit,butthis cam paig n had v eteran ized all our boys in tom en ;an d those

w hohad characters toshow w ere n otlon g in dev elopin g them .Ik n ew his paren ts in
m y early life;an d,as Iheardthe m elan choly w ail of the fun eral m usicw hilstthey bore
the poor boy to his un tim ely g rav e,m an y pain ful thoug hts trav elled throug h the far
past,an don the g rim catastrophes the future,the m ercifully v eiledfuture,is preg n an t
w ith,an dpreparesforthe com in g years.

W hatisw ritten isw ritten ;an dthe bestarg um en tw hich m ere philosophy can affordfor

a future state,m ustbe foun dedon the w retchedin equality decreedform en 's destin ies
in this.The A lm ig hty B ein g w ho created such a w orld as ours,a m ere spotin this
boun dless un iv erse,could n ev erhav e placedreason in g ,feelin g creatures in a position
w here so v asta proportion of them w ould hav e n o com pen satin g joy to allev iate the
m iseries of existen ce,un less an other an d a better w orld aw aited them .The Eleusin ian
m ystery, w hich appears to hav e v eiled, in the leg en d of P syche as deliv ered by
A puleius,the doctrin e of the soul's im m ortality,av ails itself of a sw eetly beautiful an d
apposite alleg ory in the butterfly's escape,as a childof the air,from its chrysalis tom b

an d its caterpillar existen ce,durin g w hich itw as a creepin g thin g on earth!M ere m an
n ev er in v en ted thatleg en d an d its exposition ;itdates,n o doubt,from thatperiod to
w hich B ailly un w ittin g ly alludes, w hen he says that the an cien t k n ow ledg e of
astron om y, in the m idst of its m an y errors, has dism em berm en ts of an an terior
civ ilization ,an d relics of a system of scien tific k n ow ledg e based in truth,an d n otfar
surpassedby m odern discov eries.

O n the 27th of M ay w as perform ed the v ery sin g ular cerem on y of as m an y officers of
the arm y aschose bein g in troducedatcourttopresen tN uzzuran a;thatis,topay feudal
hom ag e.The M ayor of Garrat,an d the Kin g s of the A n tipodes an d of the Can n ibal
Islan ds,hav e redeem in g w it,thoug h coarse,to palliate the folly;buthere the w hole
affairw as don e in sobersadn ess,an din ten dedforthe sublim e,thoug h itw en tthe step
beyon d,an dtren chedon the ridiculousIL etitbe rem em beredthatS hah S oojah an dhis
fam ily fortw en ty years pasthav e liv eddepen den ts on B ritain atL oodial's,an dthathe
is restored on ly by the B ritish treasury an d the B ritish bayon et;that,w hen restored to

all thatitis in ten dedtog iv e him ,his royal rev en ue as the k in g of A ffg han istan ,atthe
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m ostfav orable estim ate,w ill be shortof 800,000£ sterlin g forthe w hole royal fin an cial
resources of the D ouran ee em pire.Kn ow ledg e m ay be pow er,butrev en ue is pow ertoo
Ian dw hatev erS hah S oojah m ay be w hilstbefrien dedby his in dulg en tally the B ritish
Gov ern m en t, the m ostextrav ag an tfan cy could n otby an y stretch of im ag in ation

m ag n ify soin sig n ifican ta poten tate in toa pag ean tforadm iration .

The cerem on ial w as sim ple en oug h.O fficers w ishin g to g o w ere supplied w ith g old
m ohurs — a coin v alue 1£ 10s.— atthe rate of tw en ty each for g en eral officers an d

brig adiers,fiv e each forfield-officers,an dtw oforcaptain san dsubaltern s.The m ajority
atten dedpartly throug h curiosity,an dpartly throug h a sen se of duty,as theirpresen ce
seem ed tobe w ished.The S hah w as seated in a n eg lected courtyard,"w here on ce the
g arden sm iled," surroun ded by ruin ous buildin g s;butv ery few of his A fg han s w ere

presen t,an d those chiefly his dom estic serv an ts.The officers passed in array before
him ,droppin g theirN uzzuran as of sixty shillin g s each forcaptain s an dsubaltern s,an d
7£ 10s.forfield-officers,in slow succession ;the oldk in g ,w ith a v ery dem ure look an da

m ostm arv elously w ell-dyedblack beard,look in g on w ith an abun dan ce of satisfaction ,
an d rem ark in g , w hen the cerem on y had con cluded, thathe felthim self in all the
realities of w ak in g bliss a k in g in deed."Um een sultaun uteen ust!"w as his observ ation .

W hoev er adv ised this cerem on y m ig htbe a frien d to S hah S oojah,butm ust,in m y

opin ion ,hav e ill un derstood the n ativ e character,an d hav e en tirely ov erlook ed thatit
w asn otcalculatedtodohon ortohisow n coun trym en .Thisisa poin ton w hich,Ithin k ,
Iam com peten ttodeliv eran opin ion :m y w hole life has been spen tin close in tercourse
w ith n ativ es of ev ery class an dcharacter,an da g reatportion of itin a n ativ e courtfar
superiorin w ealth an dim portan ce,as respects an cien trig hts an dhereditary claim s,to
thatof S hah S oojah;an dn oton ly didIn ev ersee orhearof such an exhibition ,but,let
w hatev erm ay be the practice atD elhi,Iam persuadedthatitw ouldbe "m ore hon ored
in the breach than the observ an ce" ata n ew courtof our ow n creation ,an d thatn o

n ativ e of W estern In dia could hav e im ag in ed the possibility of its occurren ce at
Kan dahar.

O n ourarriv al atKan daharthe clim ate hadstill the sw eetn ess of sprin g ,an dthe n ig hts
w ere cold;butas M ay adv an ced the days becam e sultry,an d by the m iddle of Jun e
ev en the n ig hts w ere close an dhot.The w eather,ev en atthree thousan dfiv e hun dred
feetelev ation in 81°n orth,w as toosev ere for ten ts:the av erag e ran g e of therm om eter

w as m axim um 104°,m in im um 64°;the form er bein g tw en ty deg rees hig her,an d the
latter ten deg rees low er,than a g ood house w ould hav e exhibited.In S ir A .B urn es'
room ,about84°an d74°appearedtobe the m ean of the m on th.

The fruits w ere afterw ards so surpassed by those of the orchards of Kabul,thatthey
w ere forg otten ;but,w hen they firstappeared,the apricotsan dplum sof Kan daharw ere
con sideredbeyon dpraise:an dthe sn ow ,w hich on ourarriv al the bazaarsuppliedata
v ery m oderate price, but w hich w as soon con sum ed, w as, w hilst it lasted, the

un boun deddelig htof all tow hom itw asa luxury from itsn ov elty.
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The m odern city of Kan daharhas n otexistedon its presen tsite beyon da cen tury an da
half:the ruin s of the an cien tcity rem ain ,aboutthree m iles tothe south an dw est,an d
in dicate a place of n o g reater exten tthan the presen ttow n . A broad m oat, am ply

suppliedw ith sw eetclearw ater,prov edthatm ore atten tion hadbeen bestow edon the
form er fortification than on the presen t.The area is elev atedaboutfifty feetabov e the
plain ,an doccupies the base an dhollow of a sem icircularhill,w hich rises tothe heig ht
of aboutsix hun dredfeeton the w estern side,an discon sideredin accessible on itsouter
or opposite face:the n orthern an d southern poin ts are defen ded,an d a lin e of w ork s
crests the ridg e of the hill.The citadel an d palace,in ruin s,cov er a m oun d abouton e
hun dred feethig her than the area of the tow n ,an d are still of som e im portan ce from
theirposition an dtheircapabilitiesof bein g restored.

A desolate city is such a fearful an d stupen dous m on um en tof m an 's cruelties an d
w ick edn ess, that it should n ot be lig htly passed ov er. The philosopher an d the
philan thropistshoulddw ell upon it;an dchildren shouldbe taug htw hatthe m asses of
m an k in dhav e sufferedthatheroes m ig htbe deified,in preferen ce tothe falsehoodan d
the rubbish w hich disg race the n am e of history,an dm ak e the en em ies an dthe curse of
theirrace the objectsof childhood'sadm iration .

The on ly curiosity thatrem ain edw asa ston e v ase of black w hin ston e,of the shape of an
ordin ary chin a-cup, four feetin diam eter, thirty in ches deep, an d six in ches thick ,
cov ered w ith A rabicin scription s of quotation s from the Koran :The carv er had hew ed
forsom e otherobjectthan forfam e,as his n am e w as n oten g rav edon his w ork ;atleast,
Idid n otsee it.This sin g ularpiece of an tiquity w as leftn eg lected un der a tree,n eara
Faqueer's hut;an dif M r.M ac-N aug hten w ouldbestow his in fluen ce tog etitcon v eyed

to the B ritish M useum ,a title of the public m on ey m ig ht,be em ployed in a w ay that

w ouldg ratify publiccuriosity,w ouldpresen ta pleasin g trophy of the cam paig n in the
B ritish m etropolis, an d a v ery in terestin g specim en of an cien t A siatic art from
Kan dahar.

O ur lon g haltw as said tohav e satisfied D ostM ahom ed an d his adheren ts,as w ell as
those w how ishedhim n og ood,an dthey w ere m an y,thatH erautw as ourfirstobject,
an dthatw e shouldreserv e Kabul forthe n extseason 's operation .H is frien ds the Ghiljy

tribes,— occupyin g the districts betw een Kan dahar an d Ghizn i,— w ere en courag ed to
believ e thattheirn um bers an dthe stren g th of theircoun try deterredouradv an ce:but
the delay w as con sideredin ourow n cam ptobe occasion eden tirely by the in ability of
the Kan dahar bazaar to supply prov ision s for us to carry in adv an ce for the journ ey;
an d the arriv al of a carav an from S hik arpore w as an xiously look ed for:butatthis
period,the m iddle of Jun e,w e hadn oton ly the em pty corn -chestsof the bazaar,butour
ow n em pty treasure-chests tocom plain of "Upw ards of thirty lak hs of rupees hadbeen
disbursedin this city,"says O utram ;"butev ery attem ptton eg otiate a loan failed."This

w as the un k in destcutof all.W e had hitherto receiv ed our issues of pay reg ularly,
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exceptdurin g a v ery shortdelay on ourfirstlan din g in S in dh,w hich w asn ofaultof the
B om bay Gov ern m en t.For the future,how ev er,or for som e tim e tocom e,w e w ere to
feedan dforag e lik e the rav en ;an dthe prospectw asasg loom y ascouldw ell be
im ag in ed.

M ak in g ev ery allow an ce forthe slig htcon n ection betw een Kan daharan dIn dia,an dthe
n ecessary difficulty of raisin g m on ey on billspayable atsuch a distan ce,still there m ust
hav e been som e m ism an ag em en t,thatn opartof "the thirty lahk s w e haddisbursed"on
the spotcould by an y m ean s hav e been recov ered on m oderate term s for the urg en t
n ecessitiesof the arm y.

The L ohan y Chief — a person al frien d of S irA lexan derB urn es— had been in duced to

furn ish a carav an of fourthousan dcam els,an dtotrav el w ith a stron g party of histribe,
supposedn earsev en hun dred,an descortthem from S hik arpore toKan dahar.A g uard
w as offeredhim from S uk k ur;buthe replied,he than k edGodhe couldg uardhim self,
an d on ly ask ed an d receiv ed a few m usk ets an d a little am m un ition .H is arriv al w as
n ow m ostan xiously look edfor:ithadbeen expectedon the 14th of Jun e,butitdidn ot
tak e place un til the 23rd."H e hadbeen delayed,"he said,"by attack s of B eloochies;but
throug h God's assistan ce had sev ered thirty-eig htof their heads from their shoulders,

an dhadbroug htall safe,the en em ies'headsin clusiv e!tw ocam el-loads."

S om e said thatS criv a Khan , the L ohan y Chief had been tam pered w ith by D ost
M ahom ed:if so,the g allan try he displayed in repulsin g the Chief of Khelaut's people
w hen attem ptin g to plun der the stores in his charg e, m usthav e been a tem porary
efferv escen ce,an d n otthe con stitution al character of a n aturally brav e m an ;for there
w as n othin g to hav e prev en ted his directin g his course by the Toba M oun tain s to
Ghizn i,com m un icatin g his position an dhis plan tothe Ghiljy chiefs tocov erhis m arch

throug h theirterrificdefiles,an dsodeliv erin g all ourstores tothe en em y.N othin g but
his ow n in teg rity,orfar-sig htedn ess as tohis ow n in terest,couldhav e securedus that
con v oy;an d itis n otreason able to im pug n w ith treachery a hum ble butv ery useful
ally,w hoperform ed a m ostdifficultan ddan g erous task w ith perfectfidelity,because
he w as pleased tosay thathe could n otg ofurther throug h circum stan ces beyon d his
con trol,an dcouldn otdom ore than he hadcon tractedtoperform .

H e ack n ow ledg edthathis people hadbeen tam peredw ith by D ostM ahom ed;declared
him self dissatisfied w ith our rem un eration for his pastserv ices,an d our offers for the
future;saidhe couldn ottrusthis ow n people,an dw ouldn otputhim self in the w ay of
bein g betrayed by them an d com prom ised w ith the B ritish Gov ern m en t.Those w ho
k n ew m ore of the m atterthan Icould,attachedn oblam e tothe L ohan y Chief;butthose
w hose duty itw as tohav e been in com m un ication w ith him ,should hav e ascertain ed
beforehan d the im portan tfact,w hether he could or w ould proceed on w ard w ith the
arm y.
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The arm y w as orig in ally expectedtohav e m ov edv ery early in Jun e,butw as prev en ted
by in struction s from L ord A uck lan d n ottorisk starv ation by m archin g w ithouta full
supply of prov ision s.Itw as sug g estedthat"half the arm y efficien tw as betterthan the
w hole in efficien t;"butitw ascon sideredthe correctpolicy thatthe w hole shouldm arch,

orn on e.The orderw as issuedon the 10th tom ov e on the lath,in the con fiden trelian ce
thatthe L ohan y Chief w ouldarriv e before the 14th.O n the 18th he w as believ edby the
hig hestauthoritiestobe atD a H aji,w ithin tw en ty m iles.

O n the 18th,a brig ade of tw oreg im en ts w ith tw og un s w as sen tfrom cam ptoprev en t
S criv a Khan from bein g in terceptedby the Ghiljies;butthe com m an din g officer,hav in g
n ok n ow ledg e w here the chief w as,w en tforth tom eethim ,butn ev er foun d him .O n
the 21st,an otherstron g detachm en tw as sen tby a differen troad,itbein g ascertain ed,I

believ e,thatthe form erhadpassedbeyon d.Fin ally,the stores w hen receiv edcouldn ot
be carried on ,an d w ere w arehoused atKan dahar,for w an tof cam els;an d the arm y
hav in g halted the pastm on th,for n o other purpose apparen tly butfor these stores,
m ov edon w ardw ithoutthem in n obetterplig htorequipm en tof its com m issariatthan
itpossesseda m on th before.H adthe on e thousan dtw ohun dredhorse w e foun dshut
upin Ghisn ibeen em ployedthe pasttw om on ths in rem ov in g orm erely cuttin g upthe
forag e an dsupplies w e foun dbetw een Kan daharan dKabul,the cam paig n m ig hthav e

had a far differen tissue,thatis,the arm y could n othav e reached Ghizn i;the n atural
difficultiesof distan ce an dw an tof forag e forourcattle bein g sufficien tobstacles.

B efore ourdeparture from Kan dahar,M ajorToddof the B en g al A rtillery w as deputed
on a frien dly m ission toH eraut,w ith g un s tom oun tupon the w alls,an dm on ey topay
forthe repair,in ordertoplace thatim portan tfron tierposition in a betterstate than the
P ersian s had leftitin ,an d w hich the local resources w ere reported in com peten tto
restore.

Kam ran S hah is a debauche of the m ostdeg raded order.O ur politicals call him a k in g ;

his royal rev en ue,the w hole resources of his state,bein g about60,000£ per an n um ,
m uch reduced latterly by the P ersian s hav in g retain ed Goorian an d its depen den t
v alleys,the m ostfertile an dv aluable partof the H erautterritory.

The recov ery of Goorian ,the expulsion of the P ersian s from the v icin ity,the restoration

of the w ork sof H eraut,an dthe heav y train of B ritish artillery m oun tedon them ,w ould
place the fron tierin a v ery differen tposition from thatin w hich the Kin g of P ersia an d
Coun tS im w itch foun d itin 1838;an d a treaty w ith H eraut,by w hich the sov ereig n
shouldbin dhim self,fora con sideration paid,tolin k him self w ith Kabul,an drelin quish
the rig htto n eg otiate w ith Russia an d P ersia,sav e throug h B ritish m ediation ,w ould
un question ably be a v astobjectg ain ed,how ev erw orthlessthe person al characterof the
prin ce,an dhow ev ercertain thathe n ev ercon tem platedan y ulteriorresultbeyon dthe
im m ediate acquisition of the bon us proffered. H is abdication or relin quishm en tof
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in depen den ce w ouldplace him an dhiscoun try un derthe absolute con trol of the B ritish
Gov ern m en t.

The g am e of Russia is n otopen w ar;an d w ith such a treaty on ce established,— an d I

hav e little doubtbutthatere thisithas been executed,— all m an ag em en tforadv an ce by
m ere diplom acy m ustbe check ed,if n otdefeated.

END OF THE FIRST VOLUME.
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