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FOREWORD

A sa sm all tok en of ourparty 'sexpression of solidarity w ith the m ilitan tan dpersecuted
Com m un istP arty of P ak istan an d w ith the courag eous strug g le thatitis con ductin g
ag ain stZiaul H aq's m ilitary jun ta forthe restoration of dem ocracy in theircoun try,w e
brin g to the In dian public the En g lish textof the statem en tof com rade Jam S aqi;a
m em berof the Cen tral Com m ittee of the Com m un istP arty of P ak istan ,w hich he m ade
before the M ilitary Tribun al in H yderabad (S in dh)durin g the socalled trial lastyear.

Com rade Jam S aqi has v ery recen tly been sen ten cedtoten years'im prison m en tby the
M ilitary Tribun al w hich of course w as a foreg on e con clusion sin ce the decision in this
case had already been tak en by the Zia m ilitary jun ta in pursuan ce of its terroristan d
fascistm ethods ag ain stcom m un ists an d all other dem ocrats of P ak istan . Zia reg im e's
torture cham ber m ethods thatare bein g em ployed particularly ag ain stcom m un ist
rev olution aries.

Com rade Jam S aqi's case is a typical exam ple of the for on e an d a half years after his

arrestan d before bein g broug htup for a form al trial com rade Jam S aqi w as shuttled
from on e jail to an other,from on e,m ilitary cam p to an other,physically beaten an d
tortured so thathe can break dow n an d adm itthe so called g uilti.e.,the so called
con spiracy ag ain stthe Zia reg im e.Zia obv iously has learn ed a g reatdeal from his
m en tor, the late S hah of Iran , an d from the hated S A V A K to terrorize political
oppon en ts.

B utall the horrible torture m ethods m iserably failedtobreak the m ilitan tspiritof this
courag eous com m un ist w ho stood firm on the best rev olution ary tradition s of
com m un ists ev eryw here in such situation s.W hen he w as broug htbefore the M ilitary
Tribun al he w as already a crippled m an ,physically because of the torture in flicted on
him .Ev en then he spok e before the Tribun al in firm ton es,w ithoutm in cin g m attersan d
w ithoutcom prom isin g hiscom m un istprin ciples.

Com rade Jam S aqi's has been a life of con stan tpolitical sufferin g sin ce the days of

A yub's m ilitary dictatorship.H e has been triedan djailedsev eral tim es sin ce then .This
hason ly m ade him a m ore determ in edcom m un istfig hter.

Com rade Jam S aqi's statem en tthatw e publish here is in factan aflam in g an dpow erful
in dictm en tof the Zia reg im e,how itusurped pow er,destroyed dem ocracy an d the
dirty tactics item ploys to k eep itself in its illeg itim ate pow er. A s a true P ak istan i
patriot, com rade Jam S aqi speak s w ith deep an g uish aboutthe sufferin g s of the

com m on P ak istan i people, in cludin g the ran k an d file soldiers, an d exposes the
hypocrisy of the presen tP ak istan ireg im e.H e quotes exten siv ely from the H oly Q uran
w ith tellin g effect.
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The fratern al Com m un istP arty of P ak istan isthe m ostpersecutedpolitical party of that
coun try.Ithasbeen un dera ban sin ce alm ost1950,w hen a trum pedupcon spiracy case,
k n ow n as the Raw alpin dicon spiracy case,w as laun chedby the then rulers of P ak istan

ag ain sta n um ber of com m un ists an d prog ressiv es, in cludin g late com rade S ajjad
Zaheer (then g en eral secretary of the P ak istan P arty) an d the g reatUrdu poetof the
sub-con tin en t,Faiz A hm edFaiz.Thatcase on ly exposedthe foreig n (im perialist)han d
behin dit.

H ow ev er,the P ak istan i com m un ists hav e fearlessly con tin ued their w ork in the m ost
difficultcon dition s.They hav e,suffered an d som e lik e com rades H assan N asir an d
N azirA bbasihav e ev en been m urderedin jail.

W e salute the fratern al Com m un istP arty of P ak istan an dexpress the con fiden ce thatin
un ity w ith all the left,dem ocratic,patriotican dan ti-im perialistforces of P ak istan their
strug g le ag ain st the Zia m ilitary reg im e an d for restoration of dem ocracy w ill
ultim ately trium ph,usherin g in a happy an ddem ocraticlife forthe people of P ak istan .
In brin g in g aboutthathistoric turn the sacrifices of com rades lik e Jam S aqi an d the
m artyrdom of com rades lik e H assan N asiran dN azirA bbasiw ouldbe coun tedam on g

the g reatcon tribution s.

23 JUL Y 1981

N .K.KRIS H N A N ,
S ecretary,N ation al Coun cil,

Com m un istP arty of In dia
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MR PRESIDENT AND HONOURABLE MEMBERS OF COURT

I hav e been broug htbefore this courtafter m ore than sev en teen m on ths sin ce I w as
detain ed. D urin g this period I w as k eptin solitary con fin em en tan d subjected to
in n um erable other tortures.H ad the case,ag ain stm e been g en uin e itw ould n othav e
requiredsuch a lon g periodtocon coctan dcook upfictitiousstories.

I had been tried by sum m ary M ilitary courts un der the illeg al Yahya reg im e.I w as
arrestedearly in 1969 on g roun dsof distributin g badg esag ain stO n e Un it.Iw astriedin
M ay 1969 in a courtpresided ov er by M ajor Jav ed M ajid.A CID w itn ess stated in the
courtthatthey had receiv ed a w ireless m essag e thatIin ten ded to cross the border.I
had feltaw fully hurtatthis situation an d becam e sen tim en tal in m y reply. The
presidin g officercouldfollow m y feelin g sasIsaw tearsin hiseyes,yethe sen ten cedm e
toon e year'srig orousim prison m en t(RI).

Istill rem em ber an other stran g e ev en t.Iw as charg edw ith v iolation of M L R 5,16 an d
19.Ik n ew thatIv iolatedM L R19 by opposin g O n e Un it.IrequestedM ajorJav edtotell
m e w hatM L R 5 an d 16 w ere.H e replied sayin g thathe did n otk n ow .There upon I
took the stan d thatI could n otallow the courtto proceed un til the courtk n ew the
reg ulation sw hich Ihadalleg edly v iolated.M ajorJav edordereda ten m in ute break an d
w hen the courtresum edhe toldm e thatM L R5 con cern edabetm en t.A boutM L R16,he
sm ilin g ly toldm e thatev en the big g un atH yderabadcouldn otrem em berw hatitw as

about.H ow ev er w ithoutan y further delay he an n oun ced the sen ten ce w hich he had
been sen ttodeliv er.

I w as tried ag ain by a sum m ary M ilitary courtin D ecem ber 1969. This courtw as
presided ov er by on e M ajor B eg . H e aw arded m e on e year's RI for m ak in g an
in flam m atory speech in a hostel room atthe A g riculture colleg e Tan doJam before six
hun dredstuden ts.S ix hun dredstuden ts in a little hostel room !!The statem en tw as n ot
correctedn orw as the con coction of this absurdstatem en tbroug httobook w hile Iw as

con v en ien tly con v icted.I hav e n o com plain tag ain stthese m ajors as I could an d can
un derstan d their com pulsion s.I rather pitied them as I could w ell im ag in e the pain
w hich an hon estm an feels w hen com pelledtoactag ain sthis con scien ce.H ow ev erthis
courtw here Iam stan din g trial is n ota S um m ary court.B utitis n ota civ il courteither,
thoug h the differen ce w ould n othav e am oun ted tom uch,in v iew of the tram plin g of
judicial n orm s in our un fortun ate coun try.A Chief Justice of S uprem e court(Justice
Yak oob A li Khan ) w as rem ov ed from office for adm ittin g a w ritpetition of B eg um

N usratB hutto.The judg es of the hig h courts w ere com pelled to v iolate their oath of
alleg ian ce in the con stitution al fram ew ork w ithin forty-eig hthours.A justice of a hig h
courtw as harassedby con ductin g a house search an dissuin g w arran ts of arrestag ain st
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hisson because he haddifferedw ith a brig adierreg ardin g the disqualification of ex-law
m in isterM r.H afeez P irzada.

Ik n ow v ery w ell w hatk in d of justice a person lik e m e,on e w hois a com m un istan d

stan ds for scien tific socialism ,can expectin a reg im e w here the CM L A ,C-in -C an d
presiden topen ly declareshim self tobe a rig htist.

M ilitary courts are m ore of m ilitary an dless of court.Theirdecision are firstcon firm ed
by the m ilitary hierarchy an don ly then an n oun ced.In these circum stan ces there is n ot
m uch scope forthis hon orable courttodecide this case freely,fairly an dfearlessly.This
is especially sosin ce the relev an tauthorities hav e been in sistin g throug houtthaton ly
m y coffin shall com e outof the clan destin e con cen tration cam ps orjails.Isn 'titstran g e

toaccuse a person of opposin g the arm y an dthen throw in g him tobe triedin an arm y
court.The prosecutorisalsothe judg e!In S in dhiw e call thisjustice "Jahan K han Style".

If people belon g in g to the priv ileg ed classes lik e H afeez P irzada do n otg etjustice,if
peasan ts in the P at­Feeder area,w ork ers in M ultan an d com m on people in thousan d
other places are m ow ed dow n by bullets,if studen ts of S in dh un iv ersity an d other
in stitution s are lodg edin jails an dcon cen tration cam ps an dcam puses closed,then how

can I, w ho espouse the cause of w ork ers, peasan ts, youths, in tellectuals, oppressed
n ation alities an d other dow n trodden people,expectjustice from a reg im e thatopen ly
boastsof bein g rig htist.

H ow ev ersir,letitn otbe con struedthatIcon siderm y appearan ce before this courtan
exercise in futility.Thiscourthas the opportun ity of w in n in g the respectof all hon est
coun trym an in cludin g hon est an d patriotic elem en ts in arm ed forces by actin g
accordin g tothe dictatesof justice an ditscon scien ce.

H O N 'M EM B ERS O FTH E CO URT

D ecision s in political cases are tw o-fold.In div iduals stan dtrial before the courtan dthe
courtstan dstrial before the coun try.O n e v erdictisdeliv eredby the courtan dthe other
by history.L etus hope thatthe decision of this courtw ill be upheld by the m ore
in exorable decision of history.

Gen tlem an ,allow m e toplace before you the facts aboutthe in hum an treatm en tm eted
outto m e by our bilious brothers in un iform . I refer to certain ev er-zealous arm y
officers w how ithoutthe leastcare tram ple un derfootthe un -arm edpeople of P ak istan
an dv en ttheirw rath on them .IreferalsotoFIU officials (Ispeak of the FIU separately,
as Ifin d itdifficulttorecog n ize the FIU as an in teg ral partof our arm y set-up.Iw ill
elaborate thislater).
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Iw asarrestedon 10 D ecem ber1978 from the staircase of D aw oodM an sion ,H yderabad.
There w ere four police v ehicles an d tw o arm y v ehicles of the 17th battalion of the
P un jab Reg im en t.The ev er-zealous C.O .of the 17th P un jab Reg im en tCol.Rahm an w as
n oton ly chief operator of thatoperation butw as him self presen ton the spot.H e w as

n otpreparedtotrustpolice-postbecause of the rum orthatn oS in dhi official w ouldbe
ready toarrestm e.A little lateritw as furtherrum oredthatn ota sin g le civ ilian official
is ready to do so either.S o the Col.w as n oton ly on the spotbutas soon as I w as
arrested,accom pan iedm e tothe City P olice station (n otthe M ark etP olice station as is
m en tion ed in g ov ern m en tdocum en ts).Col.Rahm an leftthe P olice station after a few
m in utes.A n hourlaterhe ran g up the S H O of the City P olice station M r.Khalil B ajw a
an d n oton ly ask ed him totak e m e toQ uarter g uard of 17th P un jab Reg im en tbuthe
alsorebuk ed him for the civ ility of his attitude.Iw as sittin g n earby an d could g ather

this from the apolog eticton e of the S H O ov erthe telephon e.M r.B ajw a said,"N osir,I
hav e n ottak en him tom y quarter,he ishere in m y office before m e."

W ithin an hour of m y arrestI w as tak en aw ay to the Q uarter g uard of 17th P un jab
Reg im en t,blin d-folded.This w as atabout10.30 P .M .or so.A t11.30 P .M .Iw as ag ain
tak en to 2 A C's office from Q uarter g uard.Three person s w ere w aitin g for m e there.
Col.Rahm an preten ded to be D S P H yderabad.M ajor Zaheer,also preten din g to be

an otherD S P H yderabad,an da m an of som e in tellig en ce ag en cy w ere presen t.

There Iw astoldthatif Iw ouldrefrain from politicsIcouldbe setatliberty.N aturally,I
refused.The Col.m ade an otheroffer,if Iag reedtojoin N D P ,the g ov ern m en tw ill n ot
on ly letm e free butw ill also prov ide m e w ith a profitable busin ess, lan d or cash
en ablin g m e toliv e a luxurious life.Itold him thatsuch efforts tom ak e m e bow w ere
futile as I hav e already dedicated m y life for socialism an d in ten d to carry on the
strug g le till the exploitation of m an by m an an dn ation by n ation com estoan en d.

The reaction of the frustrated Col.Rahm an w as v ery v iolen t.H e im m ediately ordered
the soldier tobrin g a can e.M y can in g com m en ce at1 A .M .an d con tin ued alon g w ith
abuses an d shoutin g s,till 3 "S ajeely Jaw an s" of the arm y w ere exhausted.I started
bleedin g an ditw asdaw n .

H ow ev erIw ouldlik e tom ak e itclearthatn oon e can dare tobehav e in such a callous

m an n er n or m ak e such offers on his ow n .There m usthav e been som e big g un w ho
belon g in g tothe actual rulin g clique,because,fora profession al arm y official,lethe be a
colon el org en eral,itw ouldhav e m atteredlittle w hetherIjoin the N D P orn ot.

A fter four days w ithoutan y rest,they leftm e sim ply lyin g in the cell for six days.I
couldm ak e outafterw ards thatthey hadm ade uptheirm in dtohan dm e ov ertoFIU-
FIC 715.
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A tfirstthey tried to g eta receiptfrom the cen tral prison atH yderabad thatI w as
detain ed there an d quick ly k illin g m e w hile puttin g blam e on others. S in ce jail
authoritiesrefusedtodosothey decidedtotak e m e toFIC 715 atKarachi.

O n 20 D ecem ber,Iw as tak en aw ay toKarachi blin d-foldedan dw as han dedov er toa
clan destin e con cen tration cam p of FIU-FIC 715. There they detain ed m e in a dark
dun g eon for a few days w ith thum pin g on the roof an d from below the floor of that
dun g eon .Thatroom w as con structedin such a w ay thatits floorhada hollow v acuum
ben eath,it.The dark n ess of the dun g eon w as such thatIcouldn otsee atall an dhadto
g rope forthe m ug of w aterorm eals.A fterfew days they took m e outof thatdun g eon
an dk eptm e in an othercell sleeplessforfourdays.

Thattorture an dexhaustion w as furtherflav oredw ith abuses an dslappin g .The police
are n otorious for abuses sin ce B ritish rule,butthere I saw thatsom e in stitution an d
certain people hav e specialized in abuses an d thus are qualitativ ely superior in thatto
police,because they could in v en tn ew obn oxious abuses on the spot.A fter four days
they altern atedtorturesw ith question -up.They hadsn atchedaw ay m y spectacles,tooth
brush, com b etc., as soon as w e reached there on 20 D ecem ber, 1978. These w ere
return edtom e in the firstw eek of February,1979.D urin g the periodIw as v isitedby a

quack w hopreten dedtobe a qualifieddoctor.W hen Iask edhim forspectaclesan dtold
him thatIhav e been adv ised by the eye specialisttouse spectacles for alm ostall the
tim e,he replied,"O h n o,he w as m istak en .Thatdoes n otm ak e an y differen ce."Ithin k
eye specialists of ourcoun try n eedn otg oabroadan dspen dsom uch foreig n exchan g e.
They can learn a lotfrom those quack s of clan destin e con cen tration cam ps.Ihope the
courtw ill ag ree w ith m e thatev en an accused has his rig hts an d can en quire in tothe
iden tity of a person w hohasbeen sen ttohim m asqueradin g asan eye specialist.

S om etim es w hen they w ere k eepin g m e sleepless they sprin k led cold w ater on m e in
the coldn ig hts of D ecem beran dJan uary,shoutin g abuse an dsayin g ,"You are feelin g
sleepy,you ..."Ispare the courtthe n arration .M an y tim es they w ouldpull the hairof
m y head,arm s an d m ustaches till som e hairw as pluck ed aw ay.Iw as told thatitw ill
n otm ak e an y differen ce to them if I die durin g the torture as H asan N asir died or
becom e m en tally abn orm al lik e D octorM ussaddil of Iran .

I w as also told thatI can be m ade im poten tw ith in jection s.This threatw as n atural
en oug h fora rig htistreg im e represen tin g parasite an dim poten ce classes.W hatelse but
im poten ce can be offeredby a system thathassin ce lon g lostitsow n creativ ity,capacity
of in n ov ation an durg e of purpose.P eople g en erally say "w here there is n olaw ,there is
M artial L aw ".B utIfeel,on the con trary,that"w here there is M artial L aw there is n o
law ."H ow ev er,Iw as m en tally prepared totolerate such torture as Ik n ew the reg im e
w ouldin flicton m e.The tortures on ly con firm ,ag ain ,ouran alysis the characterof the
g ov ern m en t.
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B utthere w ere certain other thin g s w hich offered m uch m ore ag on y. For exam ple
durin g those lon g n ig hts w hich Ispen tw ithoutrests they usedtoharp repeatedly that
ag rarian reform s are ag ain stIslam an dtherefore lan dshouldn otbe distributedam on g
peasan ts.O n ly feudal lords shouldow n the lan d.They k n ew ,an dIalsotoldthem ,that

itis an article of m y faith thatlan d should g o to the tiller firstan d then proceed to
cooperativ e farm in g .B utthey w en ton harpin g for w hole n ig hts.D urin g som e of the
n ig hts, som e 'specialists'com e to m e con v in cin g m e aboutim perialistcapital.They
con tin uedtheirsocalledarg um en tsforsom an y n ig hts.

B ein g a citizen of P ak istan an dthus a m asterof the coun try,atleastin theory if n otin
practice asyet,Ihav e ev ery rig httok n ow w hothey w ere?Itdisturbsm e tobeliev e that
those 'g en tlem en 'belon g tothe arm edforces.If thatw ere n otsohow couldthese ag en ts

of im perialist capital an d of rotten feudalism hav e access to that clan destin e
con cen tration cam p w hich w as g uarded by the arm y an d w here Iw as n otallow ed to
w alk w ith un tied eyes outof the cell.S om e officials w ere v ery v icious an d v in dictiv e
abouta statem en tissuedby the Com m un istP arty of P ak istan dem an din g that"g en eral
N asaire be declared personanon grataan d sen tback to Iran for facin g the charg es of

m yriadof m urders durin g the days of Raza S hah P ahlv ibein g the foun deran dchief of
S A V A K".W hy shouldofficersof P ak istan iarm y be sov ery displeasedw ith the dem an d

of extradition of a S A V A K chief un til an dun less there w as som e special reason behin d
it? If a g ov ern m en tdoes n othav e en oug h com m on sen se of its ow n tosee the future,it
could at least try to learn from our statem en t! D urin g the days of turm oil an d
turbulen ce in Iran ev en a laym an could un derstan d thatthis tum ultuous situation
w ould em an cipate the g reatIran ian people from the yok e of a tyran n ical m on archy
w hich actedas a m ask forim perialistin terests.If the g ov ern m en tw ouldhav e accepted
our dem an d our relation s w ith the presen tg ov ern m en tof Iran w ould hav e been v ery
close an d cordial an d she could n othav e declin ed to len d us ten m illion dollars for

w hich g ov ern m en tthen hadtom ortg ag e the n extpaddy crops.

A n alyzin g the attitude of those FIU officers an d k eepin g in v iew the open secretthat
som e in tellig en ce ag en cy of ourcoun try hadclose coordin ation w ith the S A V A K of the
S hah of Iran ,w hen Ireadthe statem en tof Iran ian .ex-health m in isteron 15 D ecem ber,
1979 (probably in daily M ashriq,Karachi),sayin g thatS A V A K had close cooperation

w ith IsraeliM assad,A m erican CIA ,a w estGerm an A g en cy,an da P ak istan in tellig en ce

ag en cy,on e can easily un derstan d thatthe said ag en cy is FIU (i.e.Field In v estig ation
Un itof In ter-S erv ices-In tellig en ce).

S in ce Iw asun dertheircon trol foraboutn in e m on ths,therefore Ik n ow som ethin g m ore
aboutFIU.Ik n ow thatessen tially this ag en cy w as org an izedforcoun terin tellig en ce.It
dealtw ith espion ag e.D urin g B hutto's reg im e itstarteddealin g w ith sm ug g lers on the
plea thatsom e sm ug g lers m ay be foreig n ag en ts. B utdurin g this reg im e itstarted
pok in g itsn ose in politics.Rig htistan dliberal politician sare silen taboutitbecause they

feel thaton ly prog ressiv e political w ork ers are bein g tortured.B utthey do n otk n ow
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thatif the situation con tin ues as such,this ag en cy w ill soon becom e a m an eater an d
w ill n otspare ev en those rig htists an d liberals as happen ed in Iran .Therefore,in the
in terestof the arm y,in the in terestof the coun try an dalsoin the in terestof the people (I
in sist that they do coun t), this process should im m ediately be stopped. W hile
in terrog atin g m e they w ere w orried abouta pam phletW ho W on the Land ? w hich

adv ocatedthatpoorpeasan tsan dorig in al ow n ersfrom w hose lan dw assn atchedin the
n am e of forests,orarm y officers asabsen tee lan dlords,shouldbe g iv en back theirlan d.
This pam phletw as issued by the 'S in d Rev olution ary D em ocratic Fron t'in 1975.B ut
those 'g en tlem en 'feltperson ally affected an d w an ted to k n ow aboutelem en ts w hich
w ere ag ain sttheirextra-ben efits.

M y in terrog ators g rilled m e for opposin g the m ilitary action in B an g ladesh,durin g

Yahya's reg im e.I w as stun n ed to learn thatev en n ow such serv ile elem en ts occupy
posts of respon sibility as hav e failed tolearn thatn oarm y on earth has ev er been ,or
w ill,ev er be able to defeatits ow n people.A tthe m ostitcan create a m om en tary
m alaise,butthe dorm an tv olcan oof the people's w rath w ill soon eruptan dw ash aw ay
the sig n s of stead.Iseriously feel thatsuch people in respon sible position s our people
an dourcoun try in ag ain in dan g er.Itw as durin g the tim e thatw oun ds in flictedon m e
by torture g otin fectedan dpusappeared.Ihadsw ollen back an dran hig h tem perature.

Iw as in jectedw ith com biotics,fourtim es a day foralm osta m on th.B utthose arrog an t
officials did n otdiscon tin ue torture.A tlastw oun ds w ere healed up butthere are still
v isible scarson certain partsof m y body w hich the courtcan in spect.

Iw asalsothreaten edthatif Idon otpray fiv e tim esa day Iw ill be sen ttoL ahore fortto
face the sam e fate as thatof H asan N asir.Ibeliev e in the freedom of con scien ces an d
feel thatw hetheron e prays orn otis n obody else's busin ess.Ithin k in this w ay they are
n otserv in g Islam .Exhibition ary prayers un der coercion in S ecretariats hav e m ade it

clear thatsom e officers pray to plead the hig h ups.In this w ay the g ov ern m en tis
producin g 'M un afiqeen s'...M uslim s by birth on ly are m uch better than 'M un afiqeen s'
(hypocrites).

Iw astoldthatm y w ife w asalm osta prostitute.B utIhav e g on e throug h a book en titled
M ethod by P erry D ays from w hich Icould easily un derstan d thatthis alleg ation is a
paten ton e m ade un derev ery rig htistreg im e.M oreov erIk n ow aboutthe chastity of m y

w ife.L ater,I cam e to k n ow thatshe sacrificed her life,assum in g thatpro-A m erican
rig htistreg im e w ill n otletm e liv e.Un fortun ately,w hile bein g aw are of the characterof
the g ov ern m en t,she un derestim ated the stren g th of the people.O therw ise she w ould
hav e been n oton ly hopeful butcon fiden tthatsoon erorlaterIw ill com e outan dw ill be
w ith m y people an dw ith her.

H ow ev er w hen I w as allow ed an in terv iew w ith m y father on 11 S eptem ber,1979,I
cam e tok n ow the details of hersaddem ise.Iw as shock edton ote thatthe protag on ists

of N izam -e-M ustafa an dspok esm en of the ideolog y of P ak istan w ere tryin g tov ilify the
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character of m y faithful w ife after they had defin ite k n ow ledg e thatshe had already
expiredan dw aslyin g in herg rav e.

A tfirstthey alleg edthatIw asg ettin g S ov ietarm sthroug h A fg han istan .A fterfew days

they w ithdrew the alleg ation butsaidthatIhadsom e con n ection w ith KGB .A g ain after
a few days they w ithdrew thatalleg ation too an d said thatthey hav e recov ered a
rev olv er from m y han d bag .I told them they could easily recov er a tan k also.The
officerreplied,"B utcom m on -sen se w ill n otapprov e of it."Itoldhim thatM artial L aw
hadn othin g todow ith com m on sen se."You people can issue an M L O thata tan k can be
recov ered from a bag addin g a clause 'B 'thatthis M L O can n otbe challen g ed in an y
courtof law ."

I w as later told thatthe Com m un istP arty of P ak istan is in stig atin g arm y officers to
stag e a leftistcoup,hen ce Ihadbeen arrestedun deran A rm y act.

S om etim es Iw as toldthatIhadsom ethin g todow ith the O fficial S ecretactorthatw e
w ere in ten din g to w ag e g uerilla w arfare.Gen tlem en ,a civ il g ov ern m en tform ulated
charg es firstan d arrests a person afterw ards,buta M artial L aw g ov ern m en t,bein g a
force of occupation ,firstarrests people an d then form ulates charg es.This m en tality

rem in ds m e of the story of w olf an d the lam b.The w olf alleg ed thatthe lam b w as
spoilin g the w ater of riv er,the lam b replied thatitcould n otpossibly dosoas itw as
dow n the stream .The w olf then accused the lam b of abusin g him lastyear.The lam b
retorted thatitw as born on ly six m on ths ag o.The w olf said,"Then itm ustbe your
fatherw hoabusedm e."The lam b observ ed,"O k ay,sir,if you w an ttoeatm e w hy are
you tak in g the trouble of fin din g excuses."

This foolish barbaric behav ior of those "brav e m en " con tin ued till the firstw eek of

February 1979.Then they m ade uptheirm in dtosen dm e toL ahore fort.A sa lastresort
they som etim es usedtocom e tom e an dtell m e thatev en atthatstag e if Iw as ready to
g iv e the listof the m em bers of.the Com m un istP arty of P ak istan ,they w ill n otsen dm e
toL ahore fort.

A buse w as n orm al features.B uta dum py N aib S ubedar w as specially deputed for
abuse,pullin g hairetc.Idon otk n ow w hetherthis w as theirm ode of offen ce in g en eral

to dem oralize deten us or thatdum py m an w as sadist,butin m y case they are n ot
earn in g an y g oodw ill forthe g ov ern m en t.

In the firstw eek of February 1979 I w as aw arded the hon or of hav in g m y ow n
spectacles, tooth brush, paste, com b etc. B utthey did n otallow m e n ew spapers or
cig arettes.Iw ask epthan d-cuffedroun d-the-clock ,con tin uously forall the n in e m on ths
durin g w hich Ihadtorem ain in thatclan destin e con cen tration cam pof FIU.
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O n 17 M arch I w as allow ed an in terv iew w ith a frien d, S ham im W asti, an d w ith
defen ce coun sel M r.N oorud-D in S arqi,by an order of the S in dh H ig h court.Itw as
arran g edin the presen ce of a m ajorof the FIU butw e w ere n otallow edtotalk aboutthe
case sin ce ev en three m on ths afterm y arrestthe g ov ern m en tw as still un decidedas to

the charg es to be lev eled ag ain stm e. P erhaps g ov ern m en tin ten ded to org an ize a
v iciouspropag an da ag ain stm e.Gov ern m en tthoug htthatif people com e tok n ow thatI
w as bein g tortured for m y v iew s an d patriotism then this w hole affair w ould en d in
fiasco.Icon sider the later reason tobe m ore correct,because,afterw ards,w hen Iw as
serv eda charg e sheet,its firstheadin g w as the w ord'con fiden tial',each letterbein g in
capital,an diten dedw ith the sam e w ordin the sam e m an n er.Iam of the firm opin ion
thatthe abov e m en tion edcharg e sheetshouldbe m ade public,w hetherthe g ov ern m en t
is able toprov e the charg es or n ot,as Ihav e reason s tobeliev e thatthe g ov ern m en tis

carryin g outa v irulen tw hisperin g cam paig n aboutsuch false an dfriv olous alleg ation s
thatitcan n otev en presen tin an y k in d of court.S o if this charg e sheetw ill be m ade
public then the v ilification cam paig n w ill v an ish.Ihav e therefrom an n exed a copy of
the saidcharg e sheet.

O n the sam e day,7 M arch,in the ev en in g Iw as flow n toL ahore w ith v ery dram atic
precaution s.

Tw elv e years earlier in the year 1968 the g ov ern m en tin ten ded to sen d m e to L ahore
fortfor torture w hen Ihad open ly declared thatIstood for socialism ,for the cause of
w ork ers,peasan ts,studen ts,w om en ,oppressedn ation alities an dotherdem ocratican d
patrioticsection sof society.

B utthatw as a periodof m ass upsurg e ag ain stthe hatredA yub an dYahya reg im es.S o
the g ov ern m en thad to bow before the pressure of m asses an d aban don ifs n efarious

desig n s.

In L ahore fortIw asag ain k eptin solitary con fin em en tan dpressurizedtosubm itbefore
the dictates of g ov ern m en tan d threaten ed w ith torture w ith electron ic g adg ets if I
failed to do so.H ow ev er they hold their han d either due to the people hav in g learn t
thatIhad been broug htto the fortan d thatthere w as a w ritpetition filed in L ahore
H ig h courtorelse because the sadists w hotorturedw ere beg un shiv erin g in theirpan ts

atthe n ew sof the g loriousexploitsof the m assesin n eig hborin g A fg han istan an dIran !I
tak e this opportun ity tothan k the ev olution ary people of A fg han istan an dIran foritis
really due tothem thatIam aliv e an dpresen tin thiscourttoday.M y hum ble than k sare
alsodue tocom m un ists,prog ressiv e people an drev olution aries all ov erthe w orldw ho
laun ched an in tern ation al cam paig n in supportof m e,a cam paig n aboutw hich Idid
n otk n ow m uch atthattim e.

The authorities con tin uedthreaten in g m e thatIw ill hav e eithertocapitulate orfollow

in the foot-steps of H asan N asir. P oor fellow s could n otim ag in e thatthe n am e of
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com m un istH asan N asir is a source of stren g th an d in spiration to m e an d other
rev olution aries.The L ahore H ig h courtallow edm e a m eetin g w ith on e of m y coun sels,
M r.Choudhry A sg har Khadim butitw as arran g ed in the presen ce of a D S P an d tw o
in spectors of CID .Ev eryw here in the w orld a clien thas the rig htto con fer w ith his

coun sel in priv acy.B utn otsoin this coun try w hich claim s tobe establishin g N izam -e-
­M ustafa,Ihav e been repeatedly toldby FIU officialsan dfortofficialsthatitisthe rig ht
of the state to extractn ecessary in form ation from the accused butn obody told m e
w hetherascitizen of P ak istan Ihadan y rig hts.

Gen tlem en !restassured thatthe w orld w ill n otjudg e us on the basis of our prattle
aboutrelig ion buton the basis of w hetherw e hav e acquiredthe v ery elem en tary form
of civ ilization ,respectfor civ il rig hts an d decen cy or n ot.I w as told thatthey could

tolerate a 'n orm al com m un ist'butsin ce Ialsostoodforthe rig htsof sm allern ation alities
an dcon tributedtothe fourn ation theory,in addition tocom m un ism therefore Icould
n otbe allow ed to g o un scathed. I told them thatn oton ly com m un ists butev ery
dem ocratican dm an of con scien ce is in duty boun dtooppose oppression w herev erhe
fin ds it.B utlater,as a lastresort,Iw as toldthatthe g ov ern m en tw ouldbe preparedto
release m e if Iprom isedtoprov ide ita listof Com m un istP arty m em bers.N aturally,I
refused,an d thus faced solitary con fin em en t,w hich has been declared tobe a form of

torture,an dthusilleg al,by hig h courts.

In the lastw eek of M arch 1979 Isaid to them thatif election s are held an d there are
n orm al dem ocraticcon dition s w e w ouldlik e toopen ouroffices.A tthis they in form ed
m e thatthere w ill be election s on 17 N ov em ber.Itold them there is n o possibility of
election s.O n e zealous captain told m e thatg en eral sahib has prom ised in holy M ecca
thatelection s w ouldbe heldon 17 N ov em ber1979.Irepliedthatif election sw ere really
held on N ov em ber 1979,Iw ould be ready toretire from politics because Ik n ow that

w hen a g en eral usurps political pow er,he n ev erretires v olun tarily.A tthis a g en tlem an
said,"w e are n otfools as w e are con sideredtobe;w e m ay hav e a bitm ore in dig estion ,
butw hy are you people w orried? There hav e been m ore than three hun dred coups in
the thirdw orld."Iquestion ed,them an dthey couldn otquote the exam ple of an y other
coun try w here g en erals w ere respon sible for the disin teg ration of their ow n coun try
durin g theirrule.1

A fterthe dictum of L ahore H ig h courtthey allow edm e toreadm ag azin es butm ade it
clearthatas faras political periodicals w ere con cern edIcouldg eton ly those published
by the Jaam at-i-Islam i.

The fortauthorities w ere w orried as to how I k n ew the P un jabi lan g uag e? They
assum ed thatI had learn titin order to in stig ate the arm ed forces.B utw hatif they
w ouldhav e com e tok n ow thatIk n ow a little bitof P ushtoalso.They w ouldhav e been

1
Pakistan is the only country which disintegrated under military rule.
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startled.Forthe ben efitof this courtIm ay state thatserv in g tim e in differen tjailsof the
coun try yieldssuch frin g e ben efits.

O n 15 July Iw as broug htback toKarachi.H yderabadpolice w as presen tatthe airport

w ith orders from the hom e secretary totak e m e toH yderabadjail.B utthe FIU officials
aton ce appeared.W ith orders from Corps Com m an der to detain m e ag ain in their
clan destin e con cen tration cam p.

There Iw as on ce ag ain detain ed in a cell w ith occasion al appearan ces by FIU officials
w housedtoaccuse m e forthe A fg han rev olution .Iam w aitin g forthe day w hen Iw ill
be criticizeddirectly by im perialists in steadof theirag en ts forthe P ak istan irev olution .
L etm e expectthatthe m em bers of this courtk n ow the differen ce betw een a coupan da

rev olution .They also used to abuse m e for believ in g in scien tific socialism ,thereby
exposin g their abhorren ce for the people of P ak istan . They stopped supplyin g
n ew spapers despite the dictum of L ahore H ig h Court.Istopped tak in g m eals.O n the
fourth day,som e subedarcam e totell m e thatev en if Idiedof hun g ern obody w ould
care.

O n the fifth day an official cam e an d told m e thatthey w ould allow m e on ly the
n ew spaper Jang, an d m ag azin es, butn o political periodicals or S in dhi m ag azin es

publishedev en by sem i-g ov ern m en tin stitution lik e S in dhiA dabiboard.Iw asn otev en
allow ed toread literary m ag azin es on the g roun ds thatthese con tain ed chapters w ith
criticism .W hen Itried tom ak e itclearthatcriticism is a bran ch of literature they told
m e thatthey k n ew thatw hen read betw een the lin es all literature in cludin g poetry,
shortstoriesetc.,w asdirectedag ain stthem .

O n 22 N ov em ber I w as broug htto H yderabad blin dfolded an d w as k eptw ith 17th
P un jab Reg im en tan d23 B aloch Reg im en tan d41 F.F,in solidarity con fin em en t.O n 27
Jan uary I w as broug htto 41 F.F.I w as refused n ew spapers an d m ag azin es.I do n ot
k n ow w hetherthis w as due tosom e n ew attitude am on g som e hig h ups orbecause the
adjutan tof 41 F.F.w asa protag on istof the Jam m at-e-Islam i.S oIg av e them n otice on 10
February thatIm ay be allow edtow rite six letters,as ev en ourP O W 's2 w ere allow edto
w rite six letters per m on th,an d g otn ew spapers etc.(soldiers told m e aboutthis),g et

n ew spapersan dm ag azin es(asperthe dictum of L ahore H ig h court),w hich still carried
a m oral if n otleg al force tobe allow ed todon ate a bottle of blood toRed Crescen tto
con sole m yself thatIcouldstill dosom ethin g form y poorpeople,tobe allow eda radio
topass m y tim e in solitary con fin em en ta biteasily else Iw ouldg oon a hun g erstrik e
from 14 February 1980.I also added thatIm ay be tried or sen tto the judicial jail to
study.Istarted m y hun g er strik e on 14 February as Ihad already in form ed them .B ut
the officials rem ain ed un m ov ed till 27 February w hen they broug htm e tojail,thoug h

2
POW's: prisoners of war in the 1971 Pak-Indian war.
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w ith in struction s thatIshould be k eptin solitary con fin em en t,should n otbe allow ed
in terv iew s w ith an ybody an d be k eptin C class.If they w ould hav e had a little bitof
com m on sen se they w ould hav e allow edm e tow rite tom y father an d m other because
in w hatev ertrouble Im ig hthav e been w ouldhav e n aturally w ritten them thatIam all

rig htas I w ould n othav e lik ed to add ag on y to a fam ily already g riev ed w ith the
dem ise of m y w ife.

M r.P residen tan dM em bers of the Court!In ow proceedtolay before you the reason s
w hy Ihav e been soabn orm ally treated.

(a) I w as the m em ber of the Com m un istP arty of P ak istan .The Com m un istP arty of
P ak istan w as the party of the m ostcon scious elem en ts of the w ork in g classes of the

coun try. Ittherefore cham pion ed all dem ocratic causes an d thus earn ed the bitter
hatred of the rulin g cliques especially thatof the usurpin g m ilitary g en erals w hohav e
repeatedly in terv en ed in the political affairs of the coun try on behalf of w orld
capitalism an d in tern al v ested in terests. M y party w as the in teg ral com pon en tan d
con sisten tcham pion of the strug g le for people's rig hts from the v ery in ception of
P ak istan .M y party strug g ledag ain stthe reaction ary lin e of the n on -recog n ition of the
differen tlan g uag es spok en by the people of P ak istan ,an dalon g w ith otherdem ocratic

forces sm ashed thatreaction ary lin e in the EastB en g al g en eral election s of 1954.M y
party opposed the m ilitary pacts w ith im perialism an d suffered sav ag e reprisals as a
con sequen ce. M y party raised the ban n er of protestag ain stO n e Un itan d A yub's
M artial L aw an d I feel proud to belon g to a party thatproduced com m un istH asan
N asir w ho laid dow n his life in the strug g le for peace,dem ocracy an d socialism .M y
party opposed the m ilitary operation in B aluchistan an d cam paig n ed for g en eral
election s on the secular an d 'on e m an on e v ote'basis.M y party strug g led for lan d
reform s,rig hts of w ork ers,studen ts,w om en an d in tellectuals etc.M y party strug g led

ag ain stthe g en ocide in B an g ladesh in 1971 an dcalledfora political solution topolitical
problem s.

In deed sir, I bein g to a party thathas a brillian trecord of alw ays bein g in the
m ain stream of the strug g les of the m asses ag ain sttheiroppressors.In tern ation ally also,
ourparty alw aysrem ain edsolidly un itedw ith the socialistcam p,w ith the in tern ation al
w ork in g class m ov em en tan dw ith the an ti-im perialistan dpeace cam p.Iadm itthatthe

splittin g by the Chin ese M aoists didprov ide im perialism w ith opportun ity tosplitthe
m ov em en tin P ak istan also an d setup m an y an ti-people g roups un der the ban n er of
M aoism . B utn ow thatim perialiststratag em stan ds exposed in P ak istan an d also
in tern ation ally the crook s stan dexposedbutthe m isg uidedare bein g re-absorbedin to
the com m un istm ov em en t.

Itis n otm y in ten tion to subjectthis courtto a briefin g session aboutthe com m un ist
party of P ak istan .The courtcan n odoubt,ben efitfrom the docum en ts of m y party on

its record.M y m ain aim is to poin toutthe factthatbein g based on the prin ciples of
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scien tific socialism , the lin e adopted by our party has alw ays prov ed to be in
accordan ce w ith history. I w ill g iv e you tw o exam ples at ran dom . The party
cam paig n edin fav orof the Tashk en tD eclaration forw hich itearn edthe en m ity of the
short­sig hted chauv in ists.A n other w ar an d m uch sufferin g w as required tom ak e the

rulin g classes acceptall the prin ciples of the Tashk en tD eclaration w hen the S im la
A ccordw asm ade six yearslater.S econ dly som an y patrioticson sof P ak istan hav e been
term edan ti-n ation al an dbeen v ictim izedforadv ocatin g an in depen den tforeig n policy.
B utev en this m ostn ak edpro-im perialistg ov ern m en thas been forcedin ev itably tojoin
the ran k s of n on -alig n ed m ov em en tatleastin n am e.In the sam e w ay In ow declare
w ith full con fiden ce thatthose w hoobstructthe w ill of the people of P ak istan w ill soon
join com pan y w ith their S A V A K brethren in etern al rest.The people of P ak istan ,its
toilin g m asses an dourallies,stan dtog etherforthe restoration of the sov ereig n ty of the

people,an d tothrow the en em ies of the people in tothe g arbag e heap of history.The
people of P ak istan are g oin g tobe solidly un itedw ith theirbrethren in A fg han istan an d
Iran ,w ith the A rab w orld an d w ith the an ti-im perialistsocial chan g e an d those w ho
oppose itshould be w ary!Itis v ery n atural thatim perialism an d the parasitic rulin g
classes hav e an en m ity ag ain stm e an dm y party an duse the state's coerciv e apparatus
ag ain stm e.

(b) Repression perpetrated by the arm y-g ov ern m en tag ain stthe people is alw ays in
proportion ate to the am oun t of isolation it faces ag ain st the m asses. The m ost
dem ocratic reg im es of capitalistcoun tries alw ays retain black law s for den yin g civ il
rig hts tospok esm en of the m asses.O urs is n ota capitalistbuta n eo-colon ialistreg im e
w hich m ean s thatitw ork s in the in terestof w orld im perialism an d its han dful of
in tern al allies.Itis an sw erable on ly toits im perialistm asters.In the face of the risin g
tide of con sciousn ess of the people ithas foun d civ il n orm s an d the police in sufficien t
forits rule an dhas broug htin toplay its ultim ate coerciv e org an ,the defeatedsoldiers

ledby certain sen iorg en erals loyal totheirim perialistm asters.B utim perialism isbein g
successfully rolled back from the reg ion shak in g the foun dation s of the reaction ary
rulin g clique w hich is n aiv ely tryin g tostem the peoples tide by sav ag e repression an d
cook in g upfalse caseslik e the presen ton e.

(c)Guidedby m y party Iw asam on g the firstpolitician sw hostoodupag ain stthe arm y
action in B an g ladesh in 1971 an d claim ed thatif political problem s are n otsolv ed

politically itw ouldlead tothe dism em berm en tof P ak istan .There w ere procession s in
H yderabad,N aw abshah,Karachi,L ahore,Q uetta an d P eshaw ar etc.,dem an din g an
en dtoarm y action .M y statem en tw arn in g ag ain stthe disin teg ration of P ak istan as an
in ev itable resultof the g en ocide.w as carried by n ew spapers in m an y coun tries an d
broadcastby alm ostall im portan tradiostation sexceptradioP ak istan an dradioP ek in g .
The in tellig en ce ag en ciesw ere m uch an n oyedby the n ation al an din tern ation al opin ion
Ihelpedcreate ag ain stthe g en ocide an dspreadthe rum orsthatIw asbroadcastin g an ti-
P ak istan i,speeches from A ll In dia Radio.Icom m en tedin the daily Jangon 12 Jan uary

thatif an y person otherthan 'CID -w alas'couldsay on theirhon orthatthey hadheard
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m e speak in g from A ll In dia Radioor had seen m e in In dia Iw ould be prepared tobe
han g ed.

Certain g en erals,predecessors of the presen tsen ior g en eral,w ere ready to con cede

m ore than 6 poin ts to M ujibur Rahm an ,butw ere n otready to g ran t6 poin ts to the
B en g alipeople.They w ere ready tolay dow n arm s before Gen eral A rora butn otbefore
theirow n people.They silen cedthe politician sof the Upperclassesw ith threatslicen ses
an d perm its, but could n ot silen ce m e an d m an y other w ork in g class orien ted
politician s.H en ce theirv in dictiv en essag ain stm e in justifiable.

The Yahya clique appoin tedGen eral Um artoassassin ate m e atan y cost.W arran tsw ere
issued butI w as sheltered by the people of P ak istan . Gen eral Um ar g otarticles

published in n ew spapers to the effectthatI had 'crossed the border'an d spread the
rum or thatIw as deliv erin g speeches from A ll In dia Radio.A fterw ards police officers
w ere called an d told: "S aqi is som ew here here in rural areas, an d has g on e
un derg roun d.Gethim ,assassin ate him an darran g e a k hak iun iform forhis deadbody
an d g iv e us photog raphs of the 'corpse'." S im ultan eously a rum or w as spread sayin g :
"S aqien teredP ak istan throug h the chorsector,asan In dian arm y officer,an dw ask illed
by ourarm y.P hotoof corpse islyin g w ith g ov ern m en t."

Itw asalsopropag atedthatIw asattack in g m y ow n v illag esalon g w ith L achm an S in g h.
Itisa factan dalsoin terestin g ton ote thatthe sam e L achm an S in g h attack edm y v illag e,
k illedthree of m y relativ es,in sultedan dbatteredm y fatherbecause on e of hism en w as
k illedin m y v illag e durin g a prev ious attack .W hen Icam e tok n ow aboutthe plan of
Gen eral Um ar,Icom m en tedthata day w ill com e w hen w e w ill w alk on oursacredsoil
w ith hon oran dw hen n eitherYahya n orUm arw ouldbe able tow alk in the streetw ith
hon or. Ev en today w hen I am un der torture an d im prison ed I am n otun sun g or

un lam en ted.

Yahya an d Gen eral Um ar w en toff the stag e butsom e sen ior g en erals could n ev er
forg etthatIhaddaredtocon dem n arm y action .They didn otforg etitdurin g B hutto's
rule,w hen Iw asarrestedan dw asatthattim e the on ly political prison erin P ak istan .A t
the in itiativ e of the Cen tral W ork in g Com m ittee of N A P , B hutto saheb, the then
presiden tof P ak istan w as ask edby the represen tativ e of W ali Khan torelease m e.B ut

B hutto sahib replied by sayin g :"The youn g m an has opposed arm y action ,therefore
sen iorg en eralsare n otallow in g m e torelease him ."

(d) W e hav e alw ays dem an ded thatlan ds be distributed am on g peasan ts an d basic
in dustry be n ation alized butthe am bitious g en erals hav e tak en justthe opposite
coun sel. They den ation alized g ov ern m en t-con trolled in dustrial un its w hich w ere
n ation alizeddurin g P P P reg im e w hile Iran an dA fg han istan hav e startedthe process of
n ation alization . A captain told m e thatn ation alization is un -Islam ic butI am sure

n either the m ajority of our arm y officers thin k so,n or the g ov ern m en tcan dare to
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declare n ation alization an d ag rarian reform s as un -Islam ic.H ow ev er this g ov ern m en t
stan ds for den ation alization an d is ag ain st ag rarian reform s an d has reduced
ag ricultural tax as a con cession to big lan dlords an d has letloose a reig n of terror.
In ciden tof M ultan an dP atfeederare g larin g in stan ces.Thus the reg im e serv es on few

feudal-lords an d a han dful of capitalists.Therefore itis autom atically opposed to the
people of P ak istan .

M r.P residen t,letm e clarify thatw hen ev erIsay "certain sen iorg en erals"Im ean those
g en erals w hog otthem selv es recruited in the B ritish arm y.If a g en tlem an g othim self
recruitedin the B ritish arm y an drem ain edasa profession al soldier,then hissen iority is
v irtuosity,asin otherserv ices.B utin steadof m in din g hisow n busin ess,w hen he pok es
his precious n ose in politics,claim s him self tobe the on ly custodian of the coun try an d

starts accusin g prog ressiv e an dpatrioticpolitical leaders then w e w hoeitherfoug htfor
liberation or are born in P ak istan rem em ber thatw hile w e w ere g oin g to jail for
P ak istan an d w ere busy in oustin g B ritish im perialism ,this g en tlem an w as presen tin g
his arm s toB ritish bosses an d had g un s in han d on behalf of B ritish colon ialists.If he
w asn otzealousen oug h tojoin the m ov em en t,he w ouldhav e join edsom e otherserv ice
orw ouldhav e k eptquietan dstayedathom e.W e can excuse a soldierforhis illiteracy
an d pov erty,butn ota com m ission ed officer,especially w hen he en ters politics an d

starts accusin g us, the people of P ak istan . W e also correctly con clude that this
g en tlem an couldan dcan k ill an y on e form on ey.

If by v irtue of sen iority a g en tlem an becom es a civ ilian ,itis all rig ht.Ihav e n ev erev en
thoug htfor a m om en tas to w hether our postm aster-g en eral,or chairm an of railw ay
etc.,w ere recruited before P ak istan or afterw ards.B utw e can 'tallow an y serv ice-m an
toaccuse politician s an d occupy the postof presiden tof P ak istan .Itis the rig htof the
people of P ak istan toelecttheir presiden t.P erson ally atleastIhav e n oobjection toa

g en eral g ettin g elected as presiden t.If the people of P ak istan ,w ho w ere in tellig en t
en oug h tooustim perialists an dattain P ak istan ,hav e becom e m en tally retardeddurin g
33 years,then the arm y could electthe presiden tso thatw e could atleastcon sole
ourselv es by sayin g thatev en if w e are n otg iv en the rig httoelectourpresiden tatleast
he has been v oted by our six lak h son s an d brothers.B utif itis by v irtue of sen iority
thathe ispresiden tthen he represen tson ly him self.

(e)A s for the in tern ation al role of our coun try,w e,the people of P ak istan are eag erly
w aitin g for the propitious occasion w hen our arm ed forces w ill fig htto liberate 'A l-
qadus'shoulder to shoulder w ith our A rab brethren ,in stead of k illin g P alestin ian s in
Jordan ian cam ps un derthe order of k in g H ussain an d A m erican s (1971).H ow can w e
forg etthose w housed the sk ill of our son s an doursoldiers ag ain stourbrother A rabs
an dthus calum n iatedourcoun try.The A m erican g ov ern m en thas threaten edtouse its
arm y ag ain stIran butourg ov ern m en tis n otpreparedtoretortan dsay thatitw ill n ot
tolerate an y attack ag ain stIran .
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A leader of the 'B hag oras'(A fg han ren eg ades)M r.Zia Khan N asri has said in a press
con feren ce that"due to the Russian s presen ce in A fg han istan , the poor A m erican s
can n otattack Iran ." (Jang, Karachi, 11 Jan uary 1980). Thathe further said thatthe

Russian s hav e purchased w hole tribes in A fg han istan ,an d hen ce they are supportin g

them , is a separate story. The con clusion of a reportby an A m erican secretary to
con g resscom m ittee isn othin g shortof a declaration thatUS A w ill use the sacredsoil of
P ak istan ag ain stthe un certain situation in the area an d for in surg en cy in Iran an d
A fg han istan directly orin directly,an dthatthe bilateral pactof 1959 (of U-2 fam e)w ill
allow hertodoso(P akistan Times,7 Jun e 1979).N ow itisan open secretthatthe US A is

usin g ourcoun try directly orin directly forits n efarious activ ities an dw ouldlik e todo
sotoan ev en g reaterexten tyetourg ov ern m en tis n otpreparedtosev ere the pactw ith
US A .Iam sorry tosay thatthe g ov ern m en tn otev en den y the report.A m erica has also

an n oun ced m ore than on ce thatshe w ill capture A rab oil fields if itw ere n eeded.B ut
these statem en tsw en tun challen g edby ourself styledIslam icg ov ern m en t.

M ore ov erthe n ew situation in this area is sen sitiv e.The US A has n efarious desig n s for
the w hole area.Itw an tstofig htS ov ietUn ion uptothe lastP ak istan isoldier,itw an tsto
capture A rab oil an dtoresurrectthe k in g dom of Iran .

(f)Ithas been saidthatif w ishes w ere horses,the beg g ars w ouldride.The im perialists
n o doubtyearn for the g ood old days, w hen they could depriv e the en tire local
population of the A m erica of theirrig hts.B utg on e are those days,an dthe days of n eo-
colon ialism ,an d for days of in directrule by dollar diplom acy are also recedin g .The
balan ce of forces is chan g in g in our reg ion before our v ery ow n eyes.The decisiv e
superiority of socialism as a system is apparen tto all.In this situation w hen direct
in terv en tion by im perialism is becom in g im possible itis resortin g to the old g am e of
div ide an d rule in n ew w ays. W hile reaction ary g en erals hav e played hav oc w ith

history in m an y coun tries our g en erals hav e played w ith g eog raphy as w ell. The
g ov ern m en tis pittin g on e people ag ain stan other,itis usin g n ation al g riev an ces tosow
discord;itis strain in g ev ery n erv e tostem the dem ocraticm ov em en tby pushin g itin to
reg ion al chan n el as sav in g an y partof the coun try for im perialism is dearer toitthan
the un ity of our m otherlan d.W e prog ressiv es an d com m un ists,w hile firm ly believ in g
in the g ran tin g of rig hts toall people,resolutely oppose the disin teg ration of states an d
the re-dem arcation of fron tiers,sin ce this is n otcon duciv e tog oodn eig hborly relation s

an disag ain stan ti-im perialistun ity.W e thusearn theiren m ity.

(g )S en iorGen eral S ahib M r.Ziaul H aqhas open ly claim edthathe is a rig htist.P eople
of P ak istan hav e n ev eran dw ill n ev erelectan y rig htistparty w hen ev erg iv en a chan ce.
O urarm y g ets the lion 's share of the budg etam oun tin g alm osteig hty percen t.There is
a popularA m erican usag e,an dthose w hocon siderthe Un itedS tates son earan ddear
shouldreaditcarefully.It,says,"taxation w ithoutrepresen tation is tyran n y."M oreov er
the m ajor am oun tof taxes in our coun try are from in directtaxes to thus w e face a

double tyran n y.In directtaxation m ean s thatitis paidby poorpeople w hile purchasin g
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con sum er g oods.The poorestP ak istan i pay s few paisa as tax w hile purchasin g salt
w orth four an n as.Itis in this w ay thatthe g reater partof the rev en ue is g ot.A v ery
n eg lig ible share is paid by capitalists an d feudal lords.O ur 'sen ior'officials should
either k eep quietor allow those w ho pay the m ajor share to call a spade a spade.If

som eon e is obstin ate en oug h an din sists tobe on the rig htis,of on ly a g an g of elites,a
m icroscopic m in ority,an d w an ts to serv e im perialism ,then he m ustn otg ethis pay
from the n ation al exchequershouldn otputa un iform an dn otcom e asGen eral S herA li
did in 1970 on the platform of Jam aat-e-Islam i w here he faced defeat.I am am azed
w hen those 'sen ior'g en erals talk aboutsocialism in a taun tin g m an n er,w hen ev er an
em in en tJapan ese econ om isthas said:"Japan 's surv iv al lies on ly in receiv in g Russian s
(socialism )w ith tw oflag s,w hite an d red..."(Dawn,9 A pril 1980).N oton ly this,but
A m erica's ex-presiden tRichard N ixon w rites in his recen tbook The R eal W ar, "The

dan g erfacin g the W estdurin g the restof thiscen tury is less thatof a n uclearholocaust,
than itisof driftin g in toa situation in w hich w e fin dourselv escon fron tedw ith a choice
betw een surren der or suicide;red or dead." This con firm s the claim s of D r Kissin g er
thatEurope w ill be M arxist w ithin ten years.Iam n ota rig htist,therefore,Iam facin g
torture an dtrials atthe han ds of a g ov ern m en theadedby a m an w hoproclaim s tobe a
rig htistan dw hohasn otbeen in v itedby an ybody buthascom e on hisow n .

(h)N oton ly thisthatM r.Ziaul H aqan n oun cesopen ly thathe isa rig htistbut,In oticed
thatcertain officials,specially of FIU,speak in the lan g uag e of the editorial an dessays
of A m erican spon sored Urdu m ag azin es of L ahore an d a pro-A m erican Urdu daily
paper.Itis yetto be an alyzed as to w hether these officials w ere represen tin g those
periodicals an d papers or w hether those papers represen t these special officials.
H ow ev er tw othin g s are v ery clear;on e thatthe officials hav in g such an attitude,an d
such political ideasare n otleadin g the coun ty topeace an dprog ressbuton the con trary
are harm ful tothe v ery existen ce of the coun try.S econ dly those officials w hose poin ts

of v iew hav e alw ays been rejected by the people are av en g in g the coun try an d people
lik e m yself w hoopen ly stan dforscien tificsocialism .

(i) M r.Zulfik ar A li B hutto has been han g ed in the n am e of law an d justice.H e w as
alleg edtohav e han din the assassin ation of N aw ab Kasuri.If ev erybody is equal before
the law ,w hy has n obody been han g edforthe m assacre of m ore than hun dredw ork ers
in M ultan ?H asan ybody been han g edforthe m urderof M oulv u S ham sudin M P A ?H as

an ybody been han g ed for tak in g the life of S herpao? H as an ybody been pun ished for
the assassin ation of H asan N asir? O r for the m urder of A ssadullah M en g al? H as
an ybody been accusedforarm y action an dthus the m assacre in B aluchistan ? N obody.
W e can tak e itforg ran tedthatbecause N aw ab Kasuri w as a K handaniN awab(a baron

by descen t)therefore,hisbloodw asm ore thick er!Iw ill n otsay itw asa deeperred.B ut
then w hataboutthe blood of N aw ab L iaqatA li Khan .Ik n ow his prem iership is n ot
w orth a cen tfor presen trulers buthe w as alsoa K handaniN awab.W hy is his m urder

still a m ystery?
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W e can con sole ourselv es w ith an idea thatthere is lotof differen ce betw een nawabs
also.There are chhotanawabs (sm all baron s) an d baranawabs (big baron s).O k ay,but

then w hataboutP ak istan ? H as an ybody been tried for am putatin g P ak istan ? B ecause,
atleastin theory,hun drednawabs can be sacrificed for P ak istan an d thus P ak istan is

m uch m ore im portan t. There w as a reportcalled 'H am ood-ur-Rehm an Com m ission
Report'.From m y poin tof v iew its referen ce w as in com plete because itdidn otdiscuss
con dition s w hich com pelled EastP ak istan tobecom e B an g ladesh.H ow ev er,ev en that
in com plete an dlim itedreporthas n otbeen m ade public.B huttosahib w hile deliv erin g
a speech to P ak istan i citizen s in Can ada m ade itclear thatw hile he w as prepared to
m ak e itpublic,the g en erals w ere n otallow in g him to do so.L eaders of the 'P utrid
N eg ativ e A llian ce'3 w ere also v ociferously dem an din g thatthe said reportbe m ade
public durin g B hutto's reg im e.They m ade hum ble requestto the presen treg im e an d

w ere sn ubbed by som e 'sen ior sahibs'an d these people forg etall aboutit.B utour
people k n ow m ore than g ov ern m en tthin k s they do.They k n ow w hy all these m urders
an dam putation of coun try are still a m ystery an dthey k n ow thatthe culprits w ill n ot
be apprehen dedtill there isa peoplesg ov ern m en tin P ak istan .

Thus,M r.P residen t,w e hav e n ev erbeen satisfiedw ith this type of law an djustice.W e
believ e thatall officials should bow before on e g en eral,an d thatis generalwill.This

shouldabide by the law form ulatedby represen tativ e of the peoplesof P ak istan an dw e
believ e in a justice in w hich courtsare free from fearorfav or.

(j)M r.P residen t!g ov ern m en tis destroyin g the in stitution of arm y an dw e stan din the
w ay.A llow m e toelaborate:

1. S om etim es ag o certain battalion s of the P un jab reg im en t w ere com pelled to
com m em orate the pow ers show n by the P un jab reg im en t durin g the w ar of

in depen den ce in 1857,--w hen their han ds w ere soak ed w ith the blood of their ow n
brothers on behalf of B ritish m asters.W e are ready toig n ore the action of soldiers an d
youn g officers,k n ow in g the m echan ical iron disciplin e of ourarm y butw hataboutthe
m en tality of those w hoorderthe celebration of the B ritish con questov er,In dia?A tleast
I am n otready to recog n ize them as m em bers of m y arm ed forces as they are still
obedien tserv an ts of B ritish colon ialism .These g en tlem en didn otk n ow thatthe P un jab
reg im en thasyettow ipe off such sm earan dcom pen sate forthe deedsof 1857.

2. D urin g the Jam shoro in ciden tin O ctober 1978 m an y studen ts w ere arrested an d
tortured.A few hav e been aw ardedlon g sen ten ces by m ilitary courts.A poorJCO has
been dism issed for trav elin g on a route w ith m ilitary v ehicles w here studen ts w ere
m archin g in a procession con dem n in g the callousn essof a m ajor.The w hole thirty years
of thatJCO w en tin v ain .H is real m istak e w as n otk n ow in g thatsom ew here a m ajor
sahib has com m itted such an offen ce thatstuden ts are furious. N ow studen ts are

3
A united front of the reactionary political groups formed in 1976-Pakistan National Alliance.
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behin d the bars an d a JCO an d N CO hav e been term in ated from serv ice.B utM ajor
Kifayatullah w ho w as the cause of the w hole in ciden tan d reg ardin g w hom ev en
Choudhary Zahoor Elahi the then federal m in ister an d a trusted m an of the C-in -C-so
m uch sothathe w assen tfrom Islam abadtotak e in tothe m atterratherthan the defen ce

m in isterM irA liA hm adw how aspresen tin H yderabadsaidthatM ajorS ahib hadon ly
called S hereen S oom ro in to the arm y cam p by a fak e an d fraudulen tstory abouther
fatherbutdidn otcom m itotheroffen ce.(Tom e the offen ce of callin g a g irl in toan arm y
cam pthroug h a fraudan dthusculm in atin g ag ain stthe characterof the arm y isen oug h
fora deterrin g pun ishm en t).M r.Kiffayafullah w as on ly dem otedfora few m on ths an d
isag ain a m ajor.B y pam perin g an dpatron izin g on e petthe g ov ern m en tcreatedan ug ly
im pression aboutthis arm y.P eople started feelin g thatby v irtue of bein g an arm y
officer on e can com m itan y offen ce w ithoutfear of pun ishm en t.S oldiers an d JCO s do

feel an dtoldm e durin g m y deten tion thatthe real culpritKiffayatullah w as allow edto
g oun scathed because he w as a m ajor,thus 'N ooriM akhlooq'.4 The poor JCO an dN CO
(apartfrom those w ho losttheir liv es) w ere treated as they w ere 'N ariand K haki'
M akhlooq.5

Gen tlem en !These practicesare a tw oedg edsw ord.Itiscreatin g a w edg e betw een arm y
an d people an d betw een soldiers an d officers. Therefore these poison ous practices

shoulden d.Those w hodem an dan en dtothese practices orcriticize them are the real
w ell w ishersof both the arm y an dthe coun try.

3. I can cite an other exam ple of a sim ilar n ature;thatis,of the S habn am dacoity
case.6 A m on g the con v icts there w ere police officers,an arm y officeran dciv ilian s.B ut
on e w as startledtosee the con v iction s.Civ ilian s w ere aw ardeddeath sen ten ces,police
officers w ith ten years RI,n otstran g e en oug h for person s of the law en forcin g ag en cy
an d the arm y officer in v olv ed on ly on e year RI.This is a case of flag ran tfav oritism ,

because in m y opin ion ,if a m em ber of the arm ed forces in dulg es in such activ ity,he
should be g iv en deterren tpun ishm en tsin ce he is supposed to be sym bol of san ity.
Thus,w hoev erarran g edfor,an dan n oun cedthis decision hav e ham peredthe creation
of hum an ity betw een the m assesan darm y.

4.M r.A .K.B rohi speak in g durin g N usratB hutto's case in the S uprem e Courtarg ued
thatin Islam ichistory ev ery M ufti an dKazi (Judg e)has alw ays sidedw ith rulers.The

4
Creature of light.

5
Creature of fire and clay.

6
All the accused were tried by the Special Military Court under section 412 PPC. This group of convicted robbers

and rapists belonged to influential families. They managed to influence local police to not register the case for
gang rape. Five of the accused, convicted of robbery were sentenced to death. Agha Aqueel Ahmad was awarded
ten years’ imprisonment and Mohammad Muzaffar was acquitted, on October 1979. General Zia-ul-Haq, the then
President of Pakistan had commuted the death sentence handed over to the five accused. Shabnam and her family
were pressurized by the culprits into pardoning them. After her failure to get her tormentors punished for the
crime, the Lollywood poster girl chose London as another place of residence for her family but moved to Dhaka,
when she left Pakistan in the late 1990s.
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on ly exam ple soun pleasan tan din disciplian ary for him of som eon e w hodid n otbow
before big g un w as of Im ran H ussain .The learn edlaw yerseem s tobe un aw are thatall
the law m ak in g Im am s,Im am A bu H an ifa,Im am M alik ,Im am H an bol,Im am S hafian d
Im am Jafar S adiq hav e expired in jails.Gen tlem an !The w hole coun try k n ow s thathe

saidsoon behalf of the m ilitary g ov ern m en t.Therefore itcreatedill-w ill forthe arm y.I
don otrecog n ize this g ov ern m en tas an arm y g ov ern m en t.Itw ouldhav e been an arm y
g ov ern m en ton ly if ithadbeen electedby the arm y.S in ce ithas n otbeen electedby the
arm y itis on ly a Zia an dcom m an din g officers'g ov ern m en t.B y v irtue of sen iority they
represen ton ly them selv es.They are usin g our arm y in the in terestof certain v ested
in terests.

5.A rm y m en are g en erally supposedtobe m en w hoare true totheirw ords.B uthere in

ourcoun try certain sen iors preten din g tobe 'soldiers'are such big liars an dtheirdeeds
hav e sm eared the soldiers un iform .W e hav e heard on the n ation al hook -up pledg es
about election s w ith tw o v erses of H oly Q uran , ev ery four m on ths. B utfor the
fulfillm en tof prom ises w e hav e tow ait1111 years till the g en tlem en fin ishes readin g
the 6666 H oly v erses.

6.Iread in the daily Jang(A ug ust1979)an article w ritten by on e brig adier S ham s-ul-

KaziH aqin w hich he quoteda sen iorg en eral,KhalidM asoodassayin g w hile speak in g
in the staff colleg e,that"there are rulin g classes in ev ery coun try w hich prov ide the
leaderof the arm y".Ifeel M ajorGen eral KhalidM asoodisn otalon e by sayin g thisthat,
un fortun ately, itreflects a full-fledg ed school of thoug htan d is harm in g both our
coun try an darm y by hav in g upperhan din affairs.

7.In Jan uary 1980,an article appeared in the daily Jangun der the n am e of retired

S hm usul H aq Kazi,w hich adv ised A rab S haik hs thatsin ce A rab soldiers can rev olt

ag ain stthe k in g dom therefore they should recruitP ak istan i soldiers w ho alw ays
rem ain v ery faithful tothe k in g .M oreov er the B rig .S ahib adv ised the g ov ern m en tto
prov ide soldiers on hire an d earn precious foreig n exchan g e.A splen did idea! The
g en tlem an w as probably com m ission edin the B ritish arm y an dis therefore son aiv e as
tothin k thatour soldiers can bow before curren cy n otes w ithoutan y con sideration of
con scien ce.H ow ev er sin ce this article appeared w hile there is such a strictcen sorship
an d w as w ritten by a sen ior official (albeitretired) therefore I can draw on ly on e

con clusion ,i.e.thatthis is the lin e of the g ov ern m en t,an d the g ov ern m en tw an ts to
con v ertourarm y in toa full-fledg edm ercen ary arm y.

8.Irem em ber a discussion Ihad w ith B rig .A fzal in 1968,the then GO C H yderabad.
W hen Iask ed him aboutrecruitm en ts,he told m e thatin S in dh (an d ev en in P un jab),
the people belon g in g todistricts hav in g ag ricultural lan doran y otherem ploym en tdo
n otcom e for recruitm en tin arm y. P eople com e from on ly a few districts such as
M ian w ali,Com pbellpur,Raw alpin di,Jhan g ,Jehlum Gujratan dsom e from S ialk otan d

Kohat.Therefore the GH Q had n ev er allow ed an y g ov ern m en t(an d w ill n ev er allow
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an y g ov ern m en t) to arran g e for w ater for ag riculture, factories for prov idin g
em ploym en torotheropportun ities as m ig htg iv e an in cen tiv e tothe people torem ain
there.W hen Irepliedby sayin g thatthisw as asbadascon scription an dfurtherpoin ted
to the fact that the g ov ern m en t does n ot prov ide sufficien t em olum en ts to g iv e

in cen tiv es to join the arm y as other coun tries do,he said,"Youn g m an !,this a bitter
reality an d you hav e to sw allow it." B utI could n otsw allow itas the results of this
policy are w ell-k n ow n toall of us.Istill feel thatw e shouldpay oursoldiershon orably,
an d n otg iv e them m ere pittan ce.This con scription on behalf of the people an d in the
n am e of the people shouldstop.B utif som eon e poin ts a dag g eratus,he is n eitherour
son n orserv an t.S uch a person m ay be paidfrom party fun dsof those particularpatties,
orperson al pock etsof the bosses,w hom he serv es.

9.S o m an y people in our coun try do n otk n ow an d ev en Idid n otk n ow before this
deten tion -thatn am es of com pan ies in arm y un its are A .B .C.D .alias,alphas,charlies,
dotas.W hy n otTipu S ultan 's,H oshoo's,B hag atS in g h,H yderali's,S iraj udD oola,D ulla
B hatti's,Khushal Khan 's an d Khair B ux's.B utsin ce all these heroes foug htag ain stthe
B ritish em pire an d other foreig n ag g ression s therefore certain 'brav e'people loyal to
im perialism w ill n otallow these m ean in g ful n am es for the arm y un its. W hen the
g ov ern m en tdiscards this leg acy of im perialism soldiers w ill feel m uch better,w ould

zealously fig htto hon or the n am es of the popular heroes.B utprobably som e sen iors
thin k thatthis arm y is n otm ean tto av ertan y im perialistag g ression ,therefore,they
fin d m ean in g in absurd n am es lik e charlie an d dota,or they are sure thata com pan y
w ith the n am e charlie can doan ythin g they w an tittodo,buta com pan y n am edD ulla
B hattiw ill n otbe ready tosw oopon itsow n soil.Thusev en those n am es m ay hin derin
m ak in g them m ercen ary.

10.A lm osta yearag oM ullahs w ere appoin tedin the arm y.The g ov ern m en thas tried

toappoin t'A hle-H adis M ullahs'.B ecause the 'A hle-H adis'are opposedtoelection s an d
g iv e Fatw a thatan y w ay if a 'S aleh' com es in pow er he should n otbe ask ed to
relin quish pow er.N aturally w hosoev erbecom es the presiden t,he con siders him self to
be 'saleh',lethe be an usurper.B utIam sure the m ain reason is still m ore dan g erous.
The A hle-H adis sectis a m icroscopicm in ority in this coun try,the g ov ern m en tw an ts to
m ak e the arm y a special separate in stitution , n ot on ly adm in istrativ ely, socially,
econ om ically an d politically butw an ts to m ak e ita separate sect- a relig ious sect,

w hich m ay be usedtom orrow ag ain stthe m ajority of people of P ak istan or"B idaatees".
This.con spiracy isboun dtobe catastrophicforthe coun try an dtherefore shouldbe put
an en dto.

11.O n ly durin g the course of m y presen tdeten tion didIcom e tok n ow thatsoldiersare
paidRs 6,m ajors an d,som e otherofficers Rs 55 as 'm artial law allow an ce',in addition
totheirreg ularpay.S ofaras pay is con cern edIag ree itis a m eag eram oun tin v iew of
such soarin g prices an d thus w e are already dem an din g thatm in im um pay should be
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fixed in accordan ce w ith the price of w ith on e 'tola'7 of g old,to en sure thatsalaries

autom atically v ary w ith prices.B utso far as the n ation al in terestis con cern ed ev ery
sen sible an d hon estm an ag rees thatm artial law should en d im m ediately butthe
person al in terestof our,'jawans'is thatitm ustlin g eron in defin itely due tothe m artial

law allow an ce thatthey g et.Thus the situation is such thatperson al in terestof our
arm y person n el clashesw ith n ation al in terests.S en sible citizen s,ev en in serv ice,should
im m ediately tak e n otice of this dan g erous phen om en on . I reg retfully rem em ber a
rem ark m ade by a soldierw herein he said:"S ir,w e k n ow thatthe n ation does n otlik e
m artial law ,butbecause w e can n otpull on w ith the pittan ce paidtous,an dthe m artial
law allow an ce added toour three hun dred-helps us,therefore,w e are sorry,butw e,
w elcom e it."

12.D urin g the lasttw o years,m ere than a hun dred m ajors an d brig adiers hav e been
absorbed in civ il serv ices - m ostly in the police.This policy is also a double edg ed
sw ord.O n the on e han ditis creatin g a w edg e betw een civ il serv ices an d the arm y.A
D S P toldm e thatif these g en tlem en hadn otbeen im posedon them he w ouldhav e been
a S P by n ow .A n d on the other,itis creatin g a w edg e betw een com m ission ed officers
an dsoldiers.Ihav e been in arm y cam ps form ore than a yearan dk n ow how soldiers,
CO 's an d N CO 's feel aboutit. They feel thata few fav orites are g oin g to the civ il
serv ices,in the n am e of arm y,an d they starttalk in g in term s of 'makhlooq'.N oton ly

this,butthis w ill,or m ig ht,lead to efforts for obtain in g lucrativ e jobs.M ay I expect
m em bers of this courtw hoare m ostly officers tobe aw are of this dan g er?S om e sen iors
are tem ptin g our youn g arm y officers.This is a w ay of perpetuatin g pow er.B utthis
process is v ery dan g erous.I,alon g w ith other prog ressiv e an d patriots,hav e alw ays
opposedthisputridpractice.

13.There are person s w hoaccuse the w hole arm y of bein g am bitious.Forin stan ce,M r.
S . M . Zafar w rote in his book Dictator K on that: "In m y book Throu gh the C rises I

an alyzed an d con cluded that A yub Khan w as reticen t to tran sfer the pow er to
politician s because he w as n otsure aboutthe reaction of the arm y."M r.Fazal M uqeem
Khan w rote in his book P akistan's C ris es in Lead ership thatsom e close com pan ion s of

Yahya Khan open ly saidthatarm y betrayedin 1958,because the g ov ern m en thadtak en
ov er in the n am e of arm y w ith the help of arm y,butafter som e tim e the arm y w as
shoulderedaw ay,an dothersstartedrulin g .

M r.P residen t,these g en tlem en hav e n otbeen accusedbecause they are close torulin g
quarters,an dalsobecause they hav e accusedthe w hole arm y an dhav e n otsin g ledout
person s really respon sible.Gov ern m en tsen iors feels thatif som eon e abuses the w hole
arm y he serv es them because this w ay they w ill g eta chan ce to call upon the w hole
arm y an d say "all accused un ite"!B utI,as a prog ressiv e,poin touton ly those w ho
com m itcrim es.Idon otaccuse the arm y as a w hole.Icon dem n on ly those w hoharm

7
10 grams.



P a k is ta n M ilita ry D ic ta to rs h ip Ex p o s e d ; Co p y rig h t © w w w .sa n ip a n h w a r.c o m 2 4

m y coun try,torture m y people,studen ts,w ork ers,peasan ts an djourn alists oropen fire
on them an d thus brin g a bad n am e to the arm y also.Therefore this g ov ern m en tis
ag ain stm e.

14.This g ov ern m en tis usin g our'jawans'tofire on us,-theirfathers an dbrothers,an d

is usin g arm y officers for n on -m ilitary purposes for this w ay they w ill n otbe able to
fig hton the fron tiers w ith an y en thusiasm .A soldieroran officerusedag ain sthis ow n
people an d thus ag ain sthis con scien ce,w ill n otrem ain better than a m ercen ary.A s I
hav e already m en tion ed abov e,FUI w ill becom e as bad as S A V A K if the situation
con tin ues to be the w orst, for som e tim e m ore. S A V A K also started torturin g
prog ressiv es,butlater on ,itdid n ot,spare an ybody.Therefore itis in the in terestof
both the arm y an d coun try thatthe g ov ern m en tm uststop usin g the arm y ag ain stthe

people of P ak istan . S in ce I hav e been dem an din g this therefore the g ov ern m en tis
extrem ely em bitteredag ain stm e.This g ov ern m en thas g iv en a false im pression toour
soldiers,forits ow n ulteriorm otiv es,thatthey hav e been defeatedby In dian forces an d
n otby theirow n brethren in 1971.If a soldieris repeatedly rem in dedthathe has been
defeated by such an d such coun try,he w ill be dem oralized.A s an after effecthe m ay
rem ain capable of sw oopin g on his ow n soil butw ill n otbe able toav ertan y aim full
ag g ression .For som e other purposes an d in addition to m alig n M r.B hutto,certain
sen iors,forexam ple M r.Yahya Khan ,in an in terv iew w ith U rd u Digest of Jan uary 1979,

hav e con fessed m iscalculation an d con fessedthat"w e started the 1965 g am e an d hav e
hadheav y losses."

15.D urin g deten tion Ireada book w ritten by Col.S alik an d,thereby,cam e tok n ow that
pips on the shoulders of In dian arm y officers are m ade of cloth.S oIask ed an officer
thatif In dia w hich isten tim esbig g erthan ourcoun try,an dhassuch v astresourcescan
ask herofficers tow earpips of cloth,w hy n otP ak istan ,w hich is a sm all coun try w ith

lim itedresources.The officers toldm e thatthoug h an officercan be recog n izedev en if
he has pips m ade of cloth,yetpips of cloth w ill n otprov ide thatLashkara(g litter).
Gen tlem en ,a m ercen ary arm y m ay care forLashkarabutn otourarm y.O urarm y oug ht

tobe im bibedw ith patrioticzeal.

16.A pparen tly ithas been posedthatthe 1965 w arw as an adv en ture of m iscalculation
butItell you the real reason .The then g ov ern m en tof P ak istan w asadv isedby A m erica

toattack In dia,sothatIn dia w hich w as shiftin g aw ay from A m erica m ore an dm ore by
day,m ig htreturn toA m erica throug h this black m ail.N ow ,hearthe rem ark s of S haik h
A bdullah on han g in g of M r.B hutto,"Godsav edus",he said,"If w e w ouldhav e been in
P ak istan , w e w ould n ot cope w ith m artial law an d w ould hav e been han g ed."
M oreov er,in In dian Kashm ir,there hav e been fiv e orsix election s,an din ourKashm ir,
m ostly a brig adierora join tsecretary of m in istry of Kashm iraffairs hav e been headin g
the g ov ern m en t.
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17.W hen the g ov ern m en tof field-m arshal A yub Khan feltthatitw ouldn otbe able to
face our ow n in tellig en tarm y officials reg ardin g w ar calculation s an d purpose, it
startedbuyin g them w ith lan dasprizesan dthusalsocreateda w edg e betw een rig htful
peasan ts an d our arm y officers.S om e officers m ay hav e ben efitted an d by this m ore,

butItell you,thatthis w ay ourn ation al in terests hav e been harm ed.Ihav e been v ictim
of theirv ig or.Irem em berthe case of a peasan tleaderM an dhal S har.H e w as tortured
by FIU officialsform ore than three m on ths till he w as abouttodie.A tlastsom e hon est
official open ed thatM r.M an dhal S har m ay be an ythin g butw as n otan ag en tof an y
other coun try.B uthe w as threaten ed thatif he took partin the politics of peasan ts he
w ouldbe shotdead.The real reason w as thatun fortun ately he belon g edtothe S uk k ur
B arrag e area w here som e arm y officers w ere in litig ation w ith peasan ts ov er the
ow n ershipof lan d,an dpoorM an dhal S harw as on the otherside of the barricade,that

is,w ith the peasan ts,an dthushadtoface hum iliatin g torture.

18.If the B B C broadcastquotin g a B ritish defen ce journ al is correctthen w e hav e on e
hun dredan dten g en erals forsix lak h soldiers w hereas In dia has on ly forty g en eralsfor
m ore than a m illion soldiers.

19.Itw as alleg ed durin g m y in terrog ation thatI had opposed P ak istan ,durin g the
course of an in terv iew published in Jagrata(a S in dhi m ag azin e).W hen Isaid thatthis

w as im possible.I w as told thatI had opposed the arm y,an d thatthis am oun ted to
opposin g P ak istan .Irepliedby sayin g thatIhadn otoppose the arm y buthadalw ays
opposed the participation of an arm y in politics, because I con sider this to be a
con spiracy ag ain stm y coun try.M oreov er I am ag ain stthe con ceptof equatin g an y
in stitution ­say,the arm y -w ith the coun try as a w hole,an equation w hich leads to
equatin g the coun try w ith a sin g le in div idual.Irefute such ridiculous form ulae.The
arm y is on ly on e of the hun dreds of in stitution s of the coun try.Thus the C-in -C is n ot

equiv alen ttoP ak istan .P ak istan ism uch m ore im portan tthan an y person orin stitution .

20.D urin g the course of m y deten tion in arm y cam ps,Ihav e com e to k n ow thatour
soldiers g eta m eag erpay,don otg etm eals as prescribedin the m en u,don otg eteg g s,
n ev erg etdry fruit,v ery rarely the fresh fruitprescribedin papers,don otn orm ally g et
the allow an ce of Rs2-50 perday,an dare alw aysscaredofbarakhana(big buffet)asthey
call itsin ce 'bu ra khanaa'(bad buffet) spoils their 'chhota khanna'(sm all buffet) for

sev eral days.B ecause they don othav e an y assem blies orotherchan n els tocon ey such
com plain ts tothe g ov ern m en ttherefore Iprom isedourJaw an s thatas Iam bein g tried
in arm y courtIw ill alsoputuptheirproblem sbefore them n om atterw hatthe resultis.
Ihope g ov ern m en tw ill m ak e n ote of this.

21.The arm y sen iors w an tus tobeliev e thatour arm y can be defeated by som e other
arm y butis brav e en oug h to crush its ow n coun trym en .They feel thatif the people
com e to k n ow thatthey w ere n otdefeated by In dian arm y butB en g alis in 1971,then

they w ill n otbe able toim pose m artial law s in P ak istan .Itis due to this reason ,an d



P a k is ta n M ilita ry D ic ta to rs h ip Ex p o s e d ; Co p y rig h t © w w w .sa n ip a n h w a r.c o m 2 6

they lik e totalk aboutthe lack of supply system etc.,in B en g al forg ettin g the factthat
ev en the A m erican arm y w ith her arm y n um berin g 18 lak h (18 hun dred thousan d)
soldierscouldn otv an quish the V ietn am ese in spite of the bestsupply lin e an dthe latest
w eapon s.Iam talk in g especially of the m an n erof thin k in g of certain sen iorg en erals.S o

farasoursoldiersare con cern ed,Ihav e been w ith them durin g m y deten tion ,therefore,
Ik n ow thatthey are alm ostin v in cible for an y ag g ressor,butthey can n otcon tin ue of
attack in g theirow n people.D urin g the P N A m ov em en t,w hich w as con fin edtoon ly a
few cities,about300 soldiers refusedtofire an dlosttheirjobs.S ohow w ill they be able
tofire w hen ev en the people of the coun tryside com e out.

22. O fficers of the in tellig en ce ag en cies (n otn ecessarily in tellig en t) accused m e of
hav in g criticized both the con stitution an d B hutto,durin g B hutto's g ov ern m en tan d

thatn ow m y poin tof v iew w as exactly the opposite.I do n otk n ow w hether these
officials w ere n otin tellig en ten oug h toun derstan dthe cleardifferen ce,orw hetherthe
g ov ern m en tdoes n otun derstan d itor m ay be sin ce the g ov ern m en treally does n ot
un derstan dm y poin tof v iew ,therefore itisag ain stm e.

I ag ree thatI criticized the con stitution an d still hav e hun dred an d on e objection s
ag ain stit,butcan n otallow a usurper,represen tin g on ly him self,tocom e an d putthe

con stitution in abeyan ce.W hen spok esm an of this g ov ern m en taccuse m e of criticizin g
the con stitution w hile itself abrog atin g itan d spread rum ors aboutdestabilization s
w hile carryin g outa coup despite con stitution al clause six, itis the buffalo thatis
con dem n in g the cow for black tail.Idoag ree thatIcriticizedZ.A .B huttoan d w ould
probably hav e been still criticizin g him if he w ere prim e m in ister.B utthis g ov ern m en t
hashan g edhim forhis positiv e steps,has han g edhim fordistributin g fiv e percen tlan d
am on g peasan ts,w hereas Icriticizedhim forn otdistributin g the rem ain in g n in ety fiv e
percen t.The M ilitary Jun ta han g ed him for n ation alization an d Iopposed him for n ot

n ation alizin g im perialistcapital.The differen ce is the sam e as thatbetw een day an d
n ig ht,daw n an ddusk .B huttois n ow a m artyrforthe people an dn ow the com pletion
of his m ission shall be n othin g shortof scien tific socialism .Ihav e heard som eon e say
that"B hutto sahib did n otk ill N aw ab Kasuri,butev en him self.H e betrayed us by
doin g aw ay w ith on ly on e,w e v oted him tohow ev er g etrid of all the n aw abs of the
coun try."

23.W e the people of P ak istan ,strug g ledag ain stB ritish colon ialism n otbecause w e did
n otlik e the com plexion of En g lish faces or because w e hated an y lan g uag e butw e
foug htbecause w e w an tedsov ereig n ty of ourcoun try.S ov ereig n ty is n otim position of
black B riton s on us.W e,the people,w an ted a g ov ern m en taccordin g to our w ill,w e
w an ted the rig ht of chan g in g our g ov ern m en t exploitation . W e n ev er w an ted a
g ov ern m en toff the people,farfrom the people an dtobuy the people.A tthe sam e tim e
w e do n otlik e appearan ces of apostles w ith am m un ities. The days are g on e w hen
apostlesusedtoappear.
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Ev en B hutto's g ov ern m en t,a g ov ern m en tw hich w as supposed to hav e v astpow ers,
w as on ly a sem i civ ilian g ov ern m en t. I hav e m an y exam ples to show how itw as
ren deredhelplessby sen iorg en eralson a n um berof occasion s.Tom en tion a few :

i) B hutto w as the presiden tof P ak istan , an d w an ted to release m e, the on ly
political prison er atthattim e buthe w as un able to do so sin ce som e sen ior
g en eralsdidn otw an tm e tobe released.

ii)H e w an ted the H am ood-ur-Raham an Com m ission Reporttobe m ade public
buthe w asn otallow edtodoso.Thisw asopen ly declaredby him in Can ada.

iii)H e m ade an an n oun cem en tin the n ation al assem bly tothe effectthatthere

w ould be a referen dum butitw as M r. Ziaul H aq w ho disallow ed such a
referen dum .

iv ) B hutto as presiden tof P ak istan w hile on a tour ordered the con cern ed
com m ission er an d IG police of P un jab,to tak e con trol of the historical A bbasi
P alace of B ahaw alpur an d han d itov er to n ation al archiv es departm en t.B oth
officers how ev erdeclin edtodoso,an d saidthatthey could n otan d w ould n ot

doitun til an dun lessdirection sby GH Q todoso,because the palace belon g edto
a relativ e of a g en eral.

v )B huttow an tedtoappoin tS heik h A yaz as v ice-chan cellorof S in dh un iv ersity,
butittook him six m on ths to seek prior perm ission from real rulin g circles.In
addition tothat,Irem em ber an off-the-record statem en tatthe press con feren ce
of P ir P ag aro w hich w as published in A lfatah,in w hich he said thatalm ostall

rig htistleadersare ag en tsof GH Q ,rig htfrom A sg harKhan an dM uftiM ahm ood

to him self, in cludin g Jam aat-e-Islam i an d M ian N ooran i. H e m ade it
em phatically clearthatGH Q does n otallow w hodoes n otag ree w ith them an d
is n otlin edupw ith them torem ain in g in politics.The problem w ith m e is thatI
am n etready tolin e upw ith sen iors,an dtherefore hav e totolerate tortures an d
trials.

24. I hav e alw ays opposed the M ashehdi S quare Econ om y, w hich the sen iors are

in flictin g on ourun fortun ate coun try.Forin stan ce,A yub Khan w as rig htly accusedfor
hav in g issuedcurren cy n otes w orth Rs 7,000 m illion in a sm all coun try lik e ours.Yahya
Khan in creasedthe am oun ttoRs12,000 m illion in histerm of tw oyears,an dlateron ,Z.
A .B hutto w as criticized for issuin g curren cy n otes w orth Rs 16,000 m illion .B utthe
presen tg ov ern m en thas issued n otes w orth Rs 14,000 m illion s in less than three years
tim e.N ow the total am oun tof curren cy n otes in circulation is 30,000 m illion rupees.
This is w hatIcall the M ashehdi S quare Econ om y w hich is abouttocollapse.This type
of econ om y alw ays exploits people w ith fixed salaries an d offer surplus on ly to the
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affluen t, the people for w hom this g ov ern m en tstan ds. I am w ith poor people of
P ak istan an dsin ce the g ov ern m en tison the otherside of the barricade itaccusesm e.

25.S en ior g en erals w an tto v ilify m e by con ductin g v icious propag an da ag ain stm e.

They term edm y statem en topposin g arm y action in B en g al as speeches from A ll In dia
Radio,preten din g as if they hav e records of those speeches,an din v en tedstories about
m y crossin g the border.B utn ow m ore than the con trary w hen Iask edthem as tow hy
they didn otquestion m e in this reg ard.They repliedsayin g thatthey k n ew thatIhad
n ev er been to In dia or an y other coun try.Therefore they w ould n either ask m e an y
question aboutitn orchallan m e in an y courtun derthisalleg ation .

Iam sure thatthere are otherreason s forthis.Foron e,atthe tim e of the in terrog ation

the Jan ata P arty w as in pow er in In dia an d sin ce itw as pro-A m erican ,itw as their
brother.Therefore they did n otw an tto say an ythin g ag ain stit.The m ore im portan t
reason how ev er is that because lan ds are bein g distributed am on g peasan ts in
A fg han istan . Usury has been abolished there an d there is an an ti-im perialist
g ov ern m en tin A fg han istan ,the situation has becom e "un -Islam ic".M oreov er A fg han
arm y hascreateda 'bad'exam ple by tran sferrin g pow ertociv ilian sw ithin three daysof
tak in g ov erw hich shock edoursen iors,an dthey can n ev erforg etit.Thus all the g un s

aim edag ain stIn dia are n ow turn edon A fg han istan .S oIw as ask edw hetherIhav e an y
con n ection s w ith A fg han istan .Justas in 1969 Iw as accusedof in ten din g tog otoIn dia
an dthis w as procreation forthe propag an da in 1971.O n the sam e w ay,Iam sure that
n ow n oton ly m yself butm an y otherprog ressiv es in P ak istan w ill be accusedof hav in g
con n ection sw ith A fg han istan orin ten din g tocrossov erthe border.

26. Ihav e been told thatIam bein g dealtw ith heav y han d because the haw k s in the
g ov ern m en thav e learn ed a lesson from the A fg han rev olution an d by accordin g

exem plary torture an d sen ten ces to m e,they w ill discourag e prog ressiv es of P ak istan
from expectin g an y positiv e chan g e on behalf of the arm y.This sim ply m ean s thatthe
g ov ern m en tw an teda scapeg oattoattack the socialistsan den courag e elites.If they had
n ot been able to arrest m e there w ould hav e been som e other rev olution ary in
clan destin e con cen tration cam psin steadof m e.

27.O ur soldiers hav e to sw ear by the H oly Q uran thatthey w ill obey the orders of

sen iors.Itis in terestin g ton ote thatthey don othav e tosw earthatthey shall lay their
liv es for the coun try.B utIam con fiden tthatsoldiers are n otsuch sim pleton s as they
are supposedtobe,an dthatthey can see throug h the desig n sof the sen iors.

28. P ak istan exists because of the g en eral w ill of the people, an d n otbecause of
g im m ick s of som e sen ior g en erals, an d w ill existtill people w ish so. The presen t
political situation in ourreg ion dem an ds the n on -v iability of existin g fron tiers.W e w ill
hav e tooustan y reg im e thatposesa threattoourcoun try.If an y fool thin k s thathe can
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v an quish the v alian tpeople of P ak istan he w ill soon fin douthism istak e.Itisthispoin t
of v iew of oursthatm ak esthe g ov ern m en tsov in dictiv e ag ain stm e.

There are sev eral coun tries w here there are som an y n ation al lan g uag es,say,in In dia

there are eig hteen ,in S w itzerlan d,there are four an d in the S ov ietUn ion m ore than
tw en ty lan g uag es.Those lan g uag es are n ev erharm ed.B utourrulers are n eitherready
tolearn a lesson from the w orldn orfrom ourow n experien ce in B en g al.

29. L etitbe saidtothe Creditof Gen eral Zia-ul-H aqthathe isn otv ery particularabout
hidin g the w ide g ulf thatexists betw een his w ords an d deeds. B hutto has already
in form edus thatthe g en eral's statem en tpledg in g loyalty tothe leg ally con stitutedciv il
g ov ern m en ton the ev e of the coup w as in itiated by Gen eral Zia him self.Gen eral Zia

has him self v olun teeredtorepeal how he pok edhis precious n ose in politics before the
proclam ation of m artial law by in form in g us thathe v etoed M r.B hutto's referen dum
plan .In the lig htof these facts itis n otdifficultto fig ure outthe presen ce of sen ior
g en erals behin dthe con g lom eration k n ow n as the P N A .Thatteam in g up of all rig htist
riffraffshav in g n oin tern al cohesion orpositiv e prog ram m e took place atthe in stan ce of
theirg en erals w how ere usin g the P N A leaders as erran d-boys.Itis v ery clearby n ow
thatthe g ov ern m en tof the sen iors is really aim ed ag ain stus, sin ce w e had been

w arn in g the n ation , reg ardin g the g an g in g up of the rig htist an d pro-A m erican
elem en ts ag ain stB huttosin ce 1975,an dden oun cedthe P N A as soon as itw as form ed.
O urparty w arn edof the dan g erfrom the rig htists in its resolution en titled"Chan g e of
facesisn osolution tothe problem sof the coun try."The secretary of ourparty Im am A li
N azish issued a statem en texposin g P N A as a fron torg an ization of im perialism an d
certain elem en ts in the GH Q .Com rade N azish sen tan open letter to prim e m in ister
Zulfik arA liB huttourg in g him toun ite w ith the w ork ers,peasan tsan dotherdem ocrats
to face the dan g er from the sen iors w ho w ould n otk eep their precious n ose outof

politics.A partfrom our party an d other dem ocrats,especially the N D P prog ressiv e
g roup of thattim e (w hich later becam e the N P P led by D r.A zaz N azir an d A frasiab
Khattak )staun chly opposed the P N A all alon g the lin e.M an y studen t,w ork in g -class,
peasan tan d w om en 's org an ization s alsostood firm ly ag ain stthe P N A ,w ith the result
thatthe P N A hoolig an ism w as con fin edtocertain urban localities un der the in fluen ce
of M ullahs.

W e took this an ti-P N A lin e on the basis of ourpolitical assessm en t,an dalsodiscov ered
the preciousn ose of certain sen iorsbehin dthe P N A ,throug h M arxistscien tifican alysis.
B utthese g en tlem an ,n otaccustom edtouse brain s,suspectthatw e hav e con tacts w ith
GH Q w hofedus the in form ation .Thus they w ere furious atus an dare ben ton seek in g
rev en g e.

30. The P N A w hich ispatron izedtosuch an exten tby the presen tg ov ern m en t,harm ed
our coun try in a special con textw hich Ihav e n otyetdiscussed.The P N A m ov em en t
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w as con fin ed to certain cities on ly, w hereas B hutto had his support in v illag es.
Therefore itcreatedpolitical w edg e betw een rural an durban areas,

In the capitalistsystem rural areas are alw ays econ om iccolon ies of urban areas.Cities

obtain cheap raw m aterials from v illag es an d sell them atlarg e profit.Thus in the
capitalistsystem relation shipbetw een the citiesan dv illag esisbasedon the exploitation
of v illag es.M oreov ercitiesen joy m ore am en itiesof life,such asroads,electricity,w ater,
sew ag e system ,g as,education system ,health serv ices,telephon e,buses etc.Therefore
all ov erthe w orldrural areas are g iv en certain con cession s,quotas etc.,eithertoav oid
sharpen in g of con tradiction s ortoeradicate in equalities.The P N A playedsuch a putrid
role durin g its 'm ov em en t'thatitsharpen ed the rural-urban con tradiction an d thus
harm edthe solidarity of ourcoun try in the lon g run .

This g ov ern m en tused the P N A for preparin g fav orable con dition s for carryin g outa
coupan drew ardedm an y of them by appoin tin g them m in isters.These elem en ts k n ow
thatthey w ill n ev er be elected to pow er by the people of P ak istan .A fter B hutto w as
han g edthey w ere throw n out.

Certain sen iorg en erals of ourcoun try are alw ays preparedtoim pose theirrule butare

n otready to tolerate an y criticism .There is a P un jabi adag e w hich says thathe w ho
m arries w ill hav e to tolerate abuses of sisters in dow ry.S o if an ybody plun g es in to
politics he w ill hav e tohearv iew s otherthan his ow n .There is n oS yedin playg roun d
sothey can n otim m un ize them selv es.They con sider all such g ov ern m en tw hich allow
the people to protest as foolish. B ut the other g ov ern m en ts are w ise en oug h to
rem em berw hatS pen cers,a M ay D ay m artyrin Chicag o,shoutedw hile bein g han g ed,
"Tolerate people w ith ton g uesasthey w ill speak w ith am m un ition ."

The biasedbehav iorof the Zia g ov ern m en tisalready clearfrom the refusal of D M L A to
allow m e tocon tin ue m y studies w hich otherw ise,is m y rig ht.In the socalledIslam ic
Republic of P ak istan ,i.e.,w hile Iam depriv ed of m y rig htof education ,on the other
han d,m ostof the socialistcoun tries of the w orldhav e cen tpercen tliteracy.The court
can learn a lotfrom the open in g sen ten ce of Fidel Castro w ho w hile addressin g the
thirteen th W orld Youth an d S tuden ts Festiv al in H av an a in 1978,said tohis audien ce:
"S tuden ts an d youn g m en of the w orld - I can n ot say on ly studen ts, because,

un fortun ately,there are still a larg e n um ber of youn g m en in the w orld w ho are n ot
studen ts."

M r.P residen t!From n ow Iw ouldlik e todiscuss the,charg e sheetbriefly.Itsays thatI
w as in possession of literature w hich causes hatred.S irev ersin ce society w as div ided
in toclasses,in tooppressor an d oppressed,these classes hav e been atw arin on e form
oran other.Thusw riters,in tellectualsan dleadershav e been forcedtotak e sides.Iplead
g uilty of criticizin g the exploitin g class.B utif thatis an offen ce,I am sure the H oly

Q uran should also be prescribed at least durin g this reg im e, sin ce it is clearly
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m en tion edon v ariousoccasion sin the H oly Q uran thatw hen ev erprophetsw ere sen t,it
w as alw ays the elites w ho opposed them .For in stan ce,"w hen ev er Isen tprophets in
an y area, opulen ts8 of those cities said thatw e saw our forefathers follow in g on e
relig ion an dw ill follow theirfootsteps"(Zuk huru 2n dv erse),or"W hen Isen tprophets

itw asalw aysthe opulen tsw hoopposedthem ."(34th v erse of S aba).

H ere,in ourcoun try,those w hoexploitw ork ersan dpeasan ts,are really respon sible for
class hatred n otthose w ho oppose exploitation an d stan d for an equitable econ om ic
order.The g ov ern m en tis respon sible for hatred because itopen s fire on the exploited
on behalf of capitalistan dfeudal-lords.Idocall all those people bastards w hotortured
an d m assacred w ork ers an d peasan ts in L ark an a,P atfeeder,M ultan ,Charsadda an d
N aw abshah.

In N aw abshah if a lan dlordQ asim Um arusurps a lan din the fak e n am e of Jhun g al s/o
N an g ak (itisbittertruth)an dw hen the peasan tsw hooppose him are torturedby M ajor
S P .Istan d on the side of peasan ts.If a capitalistbein g a frien d of Ch.Zahoor Elahi,
in stead of rein statin g w ork ers arran g es tortures for w ork ers an d the peasan ts
supportin g them in collaboration w ith callous officials,n aturally Ican n otk eepquitan d
Ifeel duty boun dtooppose the capitalist.If Choudhary sahib,usurpsa resum edlan din

D eh Karberi,Tan doB ag ow ith forg eden tries an dfak e n am e an dby g reasin g the palm
of the A C an dotherofficials,Iw ill hav e tocom e outin supportof the peasan ts.If thisis
preachin g class hatred an d thus a crim e, letm e m ak e itclear thatI hav e alw ays
com m itted itan d w ill in crease itten fold.The reason is clear.W e hav e n oin ten tion of
expropriatin g the people butw ill on ly expropriate the expropriatorsof the people.

M r.P residen t!Ithas alsobeen alleg edthatIw as foun din possession of such literature
w hich w as bein g circulated to prom ote the 'feelin g ' of en m ity betw een differen t

prov in ces.W hata stupidalleg ation !There isa queercon tradiction in thisalleg ation .O n
the on e han d the g ov ern m en t accuses m e of carryin g literature issued by the
Com m un istP arty of P ak istan ,an dthus stan din g forthe slog an ."W ork ers of the w orld-
un ite!",an d on the other han d itaccuses m e of prom otin g feelin g s of en m ity betw een
differen tprov in ces.Either authorities are such sim pleton s thatthey do n otk n ow he
w ho believ es or stan ds for sov ereig n ty of people w ould n ev er believ e in prom otin g
en m ity betw een prov in ces,or else the g ov ern m en tun derstan ds all this an d w an ts to

hide the factfrom the people of P ak istan .There issuch a stron g upsurg e in Iran because
of people,w hoare lik e a dorm an tv olcan o,w ill hav e toeruptsom eday sm ashin g ev ery
dirty stron g hold of dictatorship.There can be m om en tary silen ce buton ly a stupid
person can im ag in e thatthe people hav e been ov erpow eredforev er.

Ichallen g e an y on e topin -poin ta sin g le sen ten ce utteredeitherby m e orby m y party,
w here prov in cial hatred has been preached, either directly or in directly. W e are

8
Wealthy
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com m itted to the toilin g m asses spread in all the four corn ers of the coun try, an d
in deed, of the w orld. The rulin g classes oppress us ev eryw here from the rem ote
m oun tain reg ion s in the n orth tothe lap of the In dian O cean .A n dw e believ e thatthe
m assesof the coun try can w in back theirrig htson ly by theirun ity an djoin tefforts.

Ihav e been accusedof hav in g been in possession of m aterial w hich attem ptedtobrin g
in tohatredan dcon tem ptof excite dissatisfaction ag ain stthe arm edforces of P ak istan .
This is sim ply a reprisal an d recrim in ation . I can oppose a g en eral for pok in g his
precious n ose in politics an d n otm in din g the busin ess w e pay him for,buthow can I
oppose the arm edforces in g en eral.Ik n ow thatthe absolute m ajority of ourarm y m en
are son s of peasan ts.B ein g a peasan tw ork erhow can Ihate m y ow n brothersan dson s.
Ik n ow thatthree hun dred soldiers refused tofire on the people of P ak istan an d how

had topay for it.Ik n ow an d adm ire Gen eral S ahibzada Yaqoob,A dm iral A hsan an d
A ir Com m an der M asood,for refusin g to be a party to carry outor arran g in g for the
dism em berm en tof our coun try.Ik n ow thatcourag eous m en are alw ays ready tolay
dow n theirliv esfortheircoun try.Iadm ireda Colon el S adiqM alik ,presiden t,executiv e
com m ittee of rural dev elopm en tfoun dation ,w ho,on his return from Japan ,said in a
press con feren ce that Japan has dev eloped because it has abolished absen tee
lan dlordism an dby lim itin g the lan dholdin g tom axim um of aboutfouracres (P akistan

Times,13 Jun e 1979).

Thoug h his rem ark coin cide w ith the recom m en dation s of the ag riculture reform s an d
rural dev elopm en tcon feren ce org an izedby FA O in 1979 butare clearly in con tradiction
w ith the policies of the presen treg im e.L etm e hope thatthese fav orable w ords w ill n ot
harm his future.M oreov er ag ricultural reform s are directly con cern edw ith defen ce.If
g ov ern m en tdistributes the lan d am on g the peasan ts,ev ery peasan tw ill k n ow thatif
this coun try is harm ed in an y w ay his holdin g w ill also be sn atched.B hutto sahib

distributedfiv e percen tlan dam on g peasan ts w ith the resultthathe becam e ev en m ore
pow erful.If he haddistributedall the lan d,M r.Zia w ouldn othav e daredtocarry out
the cou p d'état. W herev er a g ov ern m en thas distributed lan d am on g peasan ts that

coun try has im m ediately becom e stron g .I hav e already m en tion ed the S ov ietUn ion
con textan d should add thatbecause the A fg han g ov ern m en thas distributed lan d
am on g the peasan ts, all the people lik e Zia alon g w ith the help of A m erican
im perialism ,can n otharm it.Itis stran g e thatserv an tof Gen eral Gracy w hostartedhis

career as an en em y of his people an d lured soldier of the B ritishers w hocarried outa
coup ag ain stthe con stitution al g ov ern m en tof B hutto an d w ho clearly claim s in an
in terv iew thatpow er w ill alw ays rem ain w ith the C-in -C w hether on e lik es itor n ot,
w hich itself is an an n oun cem en tthathe an d his successors w ill alw ays be blatan t
in trudersan dusurpers,accusesm e of con tem ptof arm y.O urarm y lik e all otherarm ies
hav e n either com e from heav en n or from the hell, as an in stitution . I k n ow that
w herev er there is a state there w ill be an arm y.A s in div iduals.our soldiers are both
g oodan dbadbecause soldiers com e from oursociety.W hatIhav e opposedis the role

of certain sen iors in politics.Ifeel by playin g such a role these 'sen iors'are earn in g a
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bad n am e for both arm y an d coun try (as w ell as for the soldiers).Itis un fortun ate for
both our'brav os'an dourcoun try thatw hich on ly few years back ,w hen a soldierw as
seen in the street,people usedtochan t'Dholsepahi',butn ow the P ak istan ipeople pity

these soldiers w hohav e pledg edtheirliv es forthe sacredsoil of P ak istan ,butare bein g

usedforthe defen ce of im perialistsan dotherrulin g classes.Thispractice m uststopan d
thisison ly w ay torestore reg ardforoursoldiers.

Un derM L R 18 w hich is usedas a political pan acea ag ain stev ery type of offen ce,ithas
alleg ed thatI w as in possession of m aterial ag ain stideolog y of P ak istan .This w eird
slog an of 'Ideolog y of P ak istan 'w as in v en ted for certain special reason s.B utbefore I
discuss the reason s,Im ustm ak e itclearthatbecause this slog an w as in v en ted"durin g
Yahya reg im e therefore both Q uaid-e-A zam an dL iaqatA liw ere un aw are of it.

M ysterious slog an s are alw ays in v en ted by usurer cliques in order toperpetuate their
pow eran dtoserv e the coterie w hom they represen t,osten sibly in the n am e of n ation or
coun try.Further,w hen a rulin g clique especially w hen itcon sists of g en erals,is usable
todefen dthe coun try,itin v en tssom e w eirdslog an tocam ouflag e itsdirty desig n s.The
Yahya reg im e,w hich w as determ in edtodism em berP ak istan ,startedshoutin g thatitis
w orried aboutideolog ical fron tiers so thatin this w hole hash people m ay forg etthat

ourpoorcoun try has g eog raphical fron tiers alsow hich shouldbe defen ded.The Yahya
reg im e in v en ted this slog an an d dism em bered the coun try.N ow this g ov ern m en thas
started m outhin g som e slog an s an d I am ag ain w orried aboutthe in ten tion of the
g ov ern m en treg ardin g ourg eog raphical boun daries.

This g ov ern m en ttalk s som uch aboutIslam butis un aw are thatin the H oly Q uran the
w ordQ oom (n ation )has been usedthree hun dredtim es butn otev en on ce in the sen se

thatthe g ov ern m en tclaim sittobe used.Ithasbeen usedfora g roupof people in som e
places. B utQ oom is a g roup of people belon g in g to a g eog raphical area, an d ev en
in fidelsspeak in g sam e lan g uag e are declaredasbrothersof orqoom of prophetssuch as:

"W e sen tan apostle,exceptin the lan g uag e of his (ow n )n ation tom ak e thin g s
cleartothem ."(Ibrahim 4th v erse).

"If you m urder M uslim from en em y n ation ,free a M uslim slav e as pen an ce."

(N isa 92n dv erse)

"A n dhisn ation startedquarrellin g w ith him "(A n 'am 79th)

"O m y n ation !I am in deed free from your (g uilt) of g iv in g partn ers to God"
(A n 'am 78th)

"A re you un aw are that,Idestroyedthe n ation of Ibrahim ."(A 'raf 70th)
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"S om e person sfrom n ation of M assesbecam e believ ers."(A 'raf 83rdv erse)

"Those w how ere in fidel chieftain s from his n ation saidW e see (in )thee n othin g
buta m an lik e ours"(H ud27th v erse)

"S aidO m y n ation Iam rig htan dsen tby Godyou are blin d"(H ud28th)

"A n an g el cam e to N oah (an d said)there w ill be n o m ore believ ers from your
n ation ....(H ud36th v erse)

"Chieftain of hisn ation saidyou are an im becile an dalsoa liar"(A 'raf 96th)

"A n d w hen I sen tloot,w hen he told his n ation thaty ou do such perv ersion
w hich n obody did"(A 'raf 30th v erse)

"V arious chieftain s of his n ation saidw e w earthatw e w ill ban ish you an dyour
believ ersorreturn toourrelig ion "(A 'raf 83rdv erse)

"O m y n ation !you m ay face catastrophe foropposin g m e as the n ation of N oah,

n ation of H ud,n ation of S alih an dn ation of L oot."(H ud89th)

"O m y L ord!Truly m y n ation took this Q uran forjustfoolish n on sen se"(Furqan
30th).

B esides these there are a n um ber of other ex am m ples also.A s for the believ ers of on e
relig ion ,they hav e been called a m illat,n otn ation ,as the g ov ern m en tdoes n ow an d

then .S om etim es ourg ov ern m en tstarts w arn in g us ag ain stexoticideolog ies forg ettin g
the factthatev en Islam is n ota local relig ion .A ll hum an k n ow ledg e acquiredan yw here
isthe in heritan ce of the w hole of m an k in d.

In a m essag e to the US A on her n ation al day,Q uaid-e­A zam had m ade itclear that
P ak istan w ill n otbe a theocratic state. In a, speech w hile com m en tin g on the g rea
exodus he appealed to the In dian M uslim s to rem ain in In dia itself an d be faithful

citizen s of thatcoun try,sin ce Ihav e n otbeen allow ed tohav e book s an d periodicals,
therefore,Iam sorry,Ican n otg iv e the particular referen ces.M oreov er Q uaid-e-A zam
in his speech tothe con stituen tassem bly said:"You are free.You are free tog otoyour
tem ples,toyour M osque or an y other place of w orship.A fter som etim es H in dus w ill
cease tobe H in dus,M uslim s w ill n otrem ain M uslim s,n otin the relig ious sen se,butin
the political sen se.W e are all P ak istan is an dthatm ak es itclearthatP ak istan is equal to
P ak istan ig eog raphy.S oas faras on es faith is con cern editis n on e of the g ov ern m en t's
busin ess, w hether an ybody is prepared to becom e A hle-H adis, or rem ain s H in du,
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Christian , S un n i, S hia, etc." The Q uaid-e-A zam also said thatthere w ill be Islam ic
socialism in P ak istan som ethin g w hich the presen tg ov ern m en tissoscared.

H ow ev erw hatthe econ om y orsystem of ourcoun try is tobe are m atters thatare tobe

decidedby the people of P ak istan an dn otby an y ...

In the clan destin e con cen tration cam p Iw as accused for m y belief in socialism ,by so-
called specialists preten din g to hav e v ast k n ow ledg e. A g en tlem an cam e to the
clan destin e cam p in Karachi,w hile Iw as bein g tortured,an d started preachin g Islam .
W hata proper place an d tim e chosen for preachin g !H e said:"W hy do you stan d for
socialism ,w hen Islam declaresittobe the duty of ev ery M uslim todistribute 40 percen t
of his w ealth?"W hen Isaid,that"Itis n ot40 percen tbutfortieth parti.e.,2.5 percen t",

he in sistedthatZak atis 40 percen tan dsaid,"A ll rig ht,ev en if thatis so,the property
w ill com e to an en d in forty years." The poor fellow did n otk n ow thatan y yearly
deduction w ill n otdo sin ce ev ery g ov ern m en tsav in g schem es pay up to 10 percen t
in terestperyear.

The g ov ern m en tm ustbe hon esten oug h totell the people fran k ly thatsin ce itw an ts to
w ieldpow erin the in terestof m on opoly capital,big lan dlords,im perialistm asters,itis

ag ain stthe strug g le forsocialism an drig htsof the people an dn ation alities.W hy should
itm ak e m ysterious chan g es an d laun ch a clan destin e case? This case is sem isecret
because the charg e sheetis con fiden tial.This hon orable courtotherw ise w ork in g in
districtcoun cil hall has been broug httothe barrack s.Further,if an dw hen som e m ore
political w ork ers are av ailable,theirn am es w ill be addedtom y n am e,an dthey w ill be
dealtw ith a heav y han d.The g ov ern m en thas produced som e docum en ts,especially
the "FourP oin tP rog ram m e"in a suspen seful an dspecial w ay,ev en before the judg esof
H ig h courts an dposedas if they hav e secureda H ydrog en bom b from m y han dbag .I

didhotform an y arm y asthey alleg e all in the arm y butn ow Im ustsay thatif the arm y
is usedcon tin uously in politics,n aturally the soldiers w ill,if n ottoday then tom orrow ,
refuse bein g used in fav or of few feudal lords, capitalists, som e sen iors an d their
im perialistm asters.Then this g ov ern m en tw ill try to han g m e an d other people w ho
hav e a n oble prog ram m e un derthe slog an of 'Ideolog y of P ak istan '.

Gen tlem en ,the coun try is people,g eog raphy,history an dsom e otherfactors.W hereas

ev ery party has its ow n ideolog y,the ideolog y of this clique is flog g in g ,am putation ,
serv ice of m on opoly capitalists by den ation alization an dk illin g w ork ers,the serv ice of
feudals throug h rebate an d k illin g peasan ts an d serv in g im perialistm asters throug h
pactsan din terv en tion in A fg han istan .

B y ideolog y, thatis, the ideolog y of P ak istan for m e is scien tific socialism , radical
ag ricultural reform s,n ation alization of basicin dustries an dim perialistcapital,serv in g
1959 pactw ith US A an drig htsforsm allern ation alities.
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S ir, the Com m un istP arty of P ak istan is m erely a con tin g en tof the in tern ation al
w ork in g class m ov em en t. O ur policies are in teg rated w ith policies of in tern ation al
m ov em en tas expressed by the prog ram m e of 81 parties,the peace m an ifesto,etc.Itis
our con sidered opin ion thatall coun tries of the w orld g en erally,an d of our reg ion

particularly should cultiv ate g ood n eig hborly relation s so thatthe un ity of A sian
coun triesm ay be able todislodg e w orldim perialism from itsen tren chedposition s.This
policy is curren tly called the policy of A sian Collectiv e S ecurity.This policy,tow hich
w e w holeheartedly subscribe, is opposed to the disin teg ration of states or ev en
alteration in the g eog raphical boun daries of states, sin ce such a policy w ould
un derm in e the an ti-im perialistun ity of the states of our reg ion .O ur party is a stron g
defen der of the sov ereig n ty an d solidarity of P ak istan ,n otbecause itfears an y fun n y
dictator,butoutof its ow n con v iction .This is testifiedby the statem en ts of the party as

w ell asstatem en tsof oursecretary-g en eral com rade Im am A liN azish.

It is in terestin g to n ote that the g ov ern m en t has profited from our 'Four P oin t
P rog ram m e', an d deriv ed the idea of an adv isory coun cil from it. Thoug h this
deriv ation isof such distortedn ature thatitrem in dsm e of an an ecdote of a horse w hich
w as bein g soldv ery cheap-say forfiv e rupees.A ll the fourleg s,its eyes,ears etc.,w ere
in g ood con dition ,buthad n olife.S o,the idea of '4-poin ts'is v ery g ood,butw ithout

real represen tativ es of peasan ts, w ork ers, w om en folk , journ alist, an d w ithout
deleg atin g pow ers,authority,etc.,itis lik e the dead horse.H ow ev er in stead of bein g
than k ful the g ov ern m en thasstartedaccusin g us.

A w ordaboutthe 'FourP oin tP rog ram 'of the party w ill n otbe outof place.A s k n ow n
toall,m y party,alon g w ith otherdem ocratican dprog ressiv e people,opposesthe P N A ,
an d the coup w hich itpav ed the w ay for.A fter the ev en ts of 5 July 1977 w e assessed
thatthe rulin g classes are n ow soisolatedthatthey can n otholdev en g en eral election s

leadin g to represen tativ e g ov ern m en t.O ur coun try should firsthav e a represen tativ e
g ov ern m en t,w hich w ill hold g en eral election s,leadin g to a d e ju re g ov ern m en t.The

rev ersal of the dem ocraticprocess becom es n ecessity in police states w here the people
are n otallow edtoorg an ize them selv es in political parties.H ow ev er,as w as w itn essed
in Iran ,a g ov ern m en tof the people w as established after oustin g the S hah an d the
dem ocraticprocessof election w asresum edlater.

The ev en ts of the lasttw o years hav e show n the truth of our thin k in g .Recen tly the
g ov ern m en tfurthersn atchedaw ay all pow ers of the courts in its attem pttohin derthe
dem ocratictide.B utthe discon ten tof the m asses is already bein g tran sform edin tothe
m ov em en tof the people.A ll dem ocratic,patriotican dtoilin g section s of the m asses are
becom in g ev en m ore activ e in the strug g le for their dem an ds an d the un ity in their
ran k sisin creasin g .The courtshouldsee the w ritin g on the w all.

Ithas been in n ocen tly claim ed thatw hile the police w as on a secretduty,itsudden ly

g otin form ation from som e in form er,cam e an dchallen g edm e,an dlatercam e tok n ow
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w hoIw as!S plen did!w hatan in n ocen tstory ?W ouldithav e harm edan y on e tospeak
a little truth aboutm uch chasin g w hich w en ton for m on ths an d,the presen ce of a
colon el,arm y v ehicle toarrestm e ordothey on ly fabricate fablesoutof sheerhabit.

N ow som ethin g aboutthe mu sheernama,w hich,as I hav e already told you,w as n ot

preparedon the spot,as statedby the police w itn ess.Iw as in possession ,of tw ocopies
of Su rkhP archam (of D ecem ber 1978)in S in dhi an dUrdu,both.Ialsohad on e copy of
H alchal,w hich I read,lik e thousan ds of others,w hen ev er I g etit.W herev er there is

cen sorshipan dg ag ,w hen such paperscom e outthe people lik e toreadthem in questof
n ew san dv iew s.

Ialso had tw o issues of N ew Times (of O ctober 1978 an d N ov em ber 1978)an d also a

book en title W hat is H istoricalM aterialism,A ll these are av ailable in the m ark et.B ut,the
authorities hav e addedthree pam phlets'Fou rP oint P rogramme','P hatkan jo H aqdarK on',
an d 'Zamima'of Su rkh P archam.'P hatkan jo H aqdar K on'w as published in 1977 'Fou r
P oint P rogramme'w as published on FirstM ay 1978 an d 'Zamima'in O ctober 1978,

therefore, there is n o sen se in alleg in g thatI w as carryin g on e copy of each m an y
m on ths after they w ere published.Itw ould hav e been m uch m ore suitable to alleg e
that,these pam phlets hav e been issuedby the Com m un istP arty of P ak istan an dIhav e

courag e of con v iction toclaim tobe a com m un ist,therefore Ican be heldrespon sible.

Ihadan issue of a w eek ly paperA wamiJhmoriat.Itisam azin g thata paperw hich com es

outw ith a declaration ,an d circulates open ly,should be foun d tobe objection able if I
carry itin m y bag .

H ow ev er,n on e of these papers,book s,m ag azin es orpam phlets hav e been proscribed.
Therefore,itisn otan y crim e tocarry these,ev en if the saidthree pam phletsw ere really

foun d on m e.Gen tlem en !Un fortun ately tw o differen tdiction aries (or dialects) hav e
dev elopedin ourcoun try.Forin stan ce,Iw as accusedin clan destin e cam ps forspeech
deliv ered in 1970 atS in dh un iv ersity,in w hich I dem an ded thatthe arm y should be
recruited from all prov in ces.I w as told thatthis w as 'Shar P asandi'(m ischief).A n d

w hen Iw as ask ed aboutthe m ov em en tof journ alists (the cam p w as the sam e w here
journ alists w ere tortured),Isaidthatif the g ov ern m en thadbeen w ise en oug h toaccept
their dem an ds in stead of flog g in g them itw ould hav e been far better.Iw as told that
m y com m en tw as'SharP asandi'probably thatisw hy people startthin k in g that'Inteshar
P asandi'm ean sreason able.

Therefore Ipray thatm y statem en tshouldn otbe seen in the lig htof the n ew ,n otorious
diction ary of the g ov ern m en t,butshouldbe tak en in a political sen se.

Fin ally Im ustsay thatev en the hig her courts of our coun try has som etim es aw arded
decision s con trary tothatof history.B utaftersom e years they g eta chan ce toretriev e

an dthus restore theirrespect.Itis in the recen tpastan dev erybody k n ow s aboutA sm a
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Jilan i case,,D osa Case or M olv i Tam eezud D in case etc.B utthis courtw ill n ev er g ot
an otherchan ce tom ak e itsdecision sin harm on y w ith history.

Therefore M r.P residen tan d m em bers of this courtthis is firstan d lastchan ce to be

rem em beredin history.
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