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PREFACE

W hen a people are in the g rip of ov erpow erin g odds,they beg in tostrug g le fora w ay
out. H istory often thin g s to the fore atsuch periods a n ation al hero, w ho, hav in g
suprem e con fiden ce in the cause he adv ocates,leadshispeople toultim ate trium ph an d
g lory.This has been true of our ow n history,an d itis,therefore,thatw e pay hom ag e
an d tribute to our heroes,w ho foug htfor our freedom an d en abled us ultim ately to

establish ourow n hom elan d— P ak istan .

The hero in history is n otan isolated phen om en on ,an d his life an d w ork can n otbe
v iew ed div orced from the tim es in w hich he liv ed. A proper un derstan din g an d
appraisal of his con tem porary scen e thus becom es essen tial,in ordertocorrectly assess
the hero's im pactan d in fluen ce on the course of history.A ll those g reaton es,w hose
liv es are depictedin the pag es of this book ,w ere patriots,in w hose hearts there burn t

the flam e of freedom .H ass m ov em en ts are im portan t,butitis n otthroug h them thata
historical destin y is fulfilled.These popular forces,of course,help to produce a hero,
w hobecom es the sym bol of w hatthe m asses stan dfor,an dhe com es tobe acceptedby
them astheircham pion an dspok esm an .

This book con tain s the biog raphies of tw en ty-on e such freedom fig hters,tow hom w e
stan d etern ally in debted.The listof g reatliv es recoun ted here does n otclaim to be
exhaustiv e;itis m erely an illustrativ e collection of the liv es of som e of those thathav e

been outstan din g leadersin the strug g le forourfreedom ,an dw hoare n om ore w ith us.
I sin cerely hope thatother w riters,historian s an d scholars w ill publish the liv es of
others,w ho hav e also w on an im m ortal place in our n ation al history as our freedom
fig hters.

In presen tin g in a chron olog ical order the liv es of our freedom fig hters, I hav e
en deav oredtotrace the thoug ht-pattern sof the M uslim sof In dia in the social,econ om ic

an d political fields,w hich g radually crystallized their ideas in to w hatw as to be the
ultim ate g oal an ddestin y of the M uslim sasa n ation .Im portan tev en tsan dm ov em en ts,
w hich accelerated our m arch tow ards our fin al destin ation ,hav e been traced from the
daysof M ujaddid-al A lpha-e Than itothe establishm en tof P ak istan .

From person al experien ce,Iam able tostate thatin som e cases,due tolack of adequate
an d sufficien tm aterial,itw as n otpossible for m e tow rite on the liv es of som e of our
freedom fig hters,w hom I w ould hav e lik ed to in clude in this collection .I am sure,

othersbetterqualifiedthan m yself w ouldhav e been able tosurm oun tthisdifficulty.
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Ithas been m y g ood fortun e thatI had opportun ities of m eetin g eig htoutof these
tw en ty-on e freedom fig hters.P erson al rem in iscen cescon n ectedw ith these m eetin g sare
n arratedin the appropriate chapters.

M y g rateful than k s are due to the authors of those book s,from w hich I hav e cited
extracts.The B ibliog raphy of 165 such book sisg iv en atthe en dof thisbook .

G.A L L A N A

A l-B arak at,

307,Garden W est,
Karachi.
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THE STRUGGLE FOR OUR FREEDOM

A brief Survey

The establishm en tof P ak istan as an in depen den tan d sov ereig n state w as in deed a
un ique phen om en on .Itw as the culm in ation of a historical m ov em en t,thatw on forus
our freedom ,en ablin g us toliv e our life as an in depen den tn ation .The history of our
strug g le forfreedom has been a dialecticprocess,durin g the course of w hich M uslim s
of this sub-con tin en tbecam e con scious of their destin y,learn ttofearlessly v oice their
political dem an ds,an dtheirw ill toliv e as a separate n ation foun dits fin al articulation .
S om e political philosophers hav e said thathistory is prim arily con cern ed w ith the

activ ities of in div iduals,w hose life an d w ork hav e been the m ain in strum en ts for the
w ritin g of history.L ik e other n ation s, w e also hav e our heroes of history, w ithout
w hom the presen tm ay n othav e been w hatitactually is today.In readin g their liv es,
w e discov er the thoug htexpressed in theircon stan ten deav or,an d in discov erin g that
thoug htw e already beg in tohav e a betterun derstan din g of the en tire historical process.

A perusal of ourhistory rev eals the reason s actually operatin g in the course of ev en ts,
as italsom ak es clearw hatw as bein g achiev edan dhow itw as broug htabout.D urin g

the course of this in v estig ation ,on e can n otfail toobserv e thatw e succeededbecause of
the life of the "spirit",w hose chief characteristicaccordin g toH eg el is self-m ov em en tor
"freedom ",thatrun s lik e a silk en thread,holdin g the beads of the rosary tog ether.Just
as spirituality has m an y g rades or lev els,so also is freedom a m atter of deg ree.The
dev elopm en tof our "spirit"has alw ays been a m easure of prog ressiv e achiev em en tof
ourfreedom .The full realization of un fetteredn ation al freedom has been the g oal an d
aim of ourhistory.

W hen w e in quire as tohow ourg oal w as achiev ed,w e realize thatitw as by m ean s of
"w ill", w hich is, after all, the on ly m ethod of achiev in g an ythin g spiritual. The
in div idual an d collectiv e w ill of hum an bein g s is the pen thatw rites the book s of
history.O urdestin y has been w ork edoutn otby the passion s an dn eeds g en eratedby
priv ate aim san dselfish desires,butby the en lig hten edan dheroicaction sof ourm en of
destin y.They hadan in sig htin tothe n eeds of theirtim es,althoug h tosom e of them the
larg ersig n ifican ce of theirow n action s m ay n othav e been quite clear.Further,itm ust

be saidtotheircreditthatthey m ade theirpriv ate g oals coin cide w ith the dev elopm en t
of freedom .

The g reatm en of ourhistory hav e con tributedtothe dev elopm en tof the hum an spirit
by con scious striv in g toestablish our freedom .Freedom is n otthe m ere expression of
in div idual caprice,butispossible on ly throug h "disciplin e".The ethical im portan ce of a
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freedom m ov em en tdepen ds upon the form an d lev el of spirituality,w hich has been
possible forittoachiev e,in the case of a social g roupbasedon relig ion .Its culture an d
relig ion play an im portan trole in crystallizin g itscon ceptof freedom an d"spirit".

The M uslim s of this subcon tin en t had their ow n distin ctiv e culture, for the
un derstan din g of w hich n oelem en tis m ore sig n ifican tthan the un derstan din g of their
relig ion .A ccordin g to H eg el,relig ion is "the sphere in w hich a n ation g iv es itself the
defin ition of thatw hich itreg ards as the True." The w ork of our heroes represen ts
stag es in the historical dev elopm en tof our strug g le,w hich g av e rise to the hum an
spirit,leadin g ustothe prog ressiv e social org an ization of freedom .

The history of our freedom m ov em en thas been a dev elopin g process an d,broadly

speak in g ,can be div ided in to three parts.The firstw as the phase w hen w e tried to
forg e un ity am on g the M uslim s by m ak in g them realize the n ecessity of look in g upon
Islam icpolity as on e an din div isible.The secon dphase coin cidesw ith the em erg en ce of
a people w ho,althoug h hav in g theirhom es thousan ds of m iles aw ay from In dia,cam e
toacquire sov ereig n con trol ov erthe destin ies of In dia.Then cam e the B ritish,an dthe
m oun tin g opposition ag ain stthe B ritish culm in atedin the rebellion of 1857,w hich w as
in a sen se a spon tan eous rebellion of the oppressed,shak in g the foun dation of the

B ritish Rule w ith the force of a v olcan ic eruption . The third phase started soon
thereafter,an d con tin ued un til 1947,w hen w e w on our In depen den ce,an d P ak istan
cam e tobe establishedas a free an dsov ereig n state.D urin g all these three periods,the
fig htfor freedom w as relen tlessly w ag ed by our people,led by reform ers,rebels an d
rev olution aries. Reform ers preached a w ay of life w hich, accordin g to them w ould
reg en erate the M uslim n ation ,an dm ak e itrealize its ultim ate destin y.The rebels took
up the sw ordag ain stthe B ritish tow restpow erfrom theirhan ds an dtoforce them to
leav e the shores of In dia. The rev olution aries propoun ded political theories an d

sug g estedrev olution ary altern ativ es,w hen the B ritish w ouldbe com pelled,by the force
of circum stan ces,tohan dov erpow ertothe peoplesof In dia.The m ethodsan dfieldsof
activ ity of the leaders in these three distin ctcateg ories m ay hav e been differen t,but
their g oal w as com m on ,n am ely,the freedom of the M uslim n ation ,if the fig htfor
freedom by our historical in div iduals before the adv en tof the B ritish represen ts the
in articulate childhood of the spiritof our freedom m ov em en t,the strug g le by such
heroes of the subsequen tperiods m ay w ell be said torepresen tthe poeticadolescen ce

an dthe prosaicm an hoodof ourw ill toliv e asa free n ation .

The freedom thatour n ation en joys today is the productof a g reathistorical process,
w hich foun ditsfulfillm en tin the firsthalf of the tw en tieth cen tury.Throug h the liv esof
ourheroesof history,w e can show retrospectiv ely how the presen tg rew outof the past
as Its in ev itable outcom e.The con sciousn ess of our destin y as a separate n ation is a
recurrin g phen om en on in ourlon g an dsustain edstrug g le forfreedom ,an doutof this
g rew the con sciousn ess of ourrig htof self-determ in ation ,itw as n otan isolatedev en t,

but m erely an outcom e of a historical w orld force. The A m erican an d Fren ch
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Rev olution s hadthun deredfrom the rooftops of the w orldforthe rig htof n ation al self-
determ in ation .

Itis n otthroug h the m ov em en ts of m asses thathistory w ork s itself out,butthey are

m erely in strum en tal in producin g the heroes of history.Itis these heroes thatleadthe
aspiration s of the m asses totheirren dezv ous w ith heroicachiev em en t.S ocio-historical
forces fin d their v oice in the w ords an d deeds of the hero in history,w ho leads the
m asses totheircherishedg oal.In order,therefore,tofully appreciate the life an dw ork
of the Fig hters for our Freedom , itis n ecessary to un derstan d an d appreciate the
difficultiesthatbesetthem in the tim esin w hich they liv ed.A brief surv ey of the history
of the M uslim s ev ersin ce the adv en tof Islam on this subcon tin en tw ouldg reatly help
usin thistask .

The history of a coun try is pron e tobe in fluen cedby its g eog raphy,justas the political
in stitution s of a people are aptto be in fluen ced by their relig ion .The boun daries or
In dia,stan din g on its apex lik e a g ig an tic trian g le,are protected on the n ortheastan d
n orthw estby m ig hty m oun tain s,thick jun g les an dicy w astes;an dits w estern ,eastern
an d southern boun daries are protected by the A rabian S ea,the B ay of B en g al an d the
In dian O cean .A lthoug h n ature has im plan ted itthus in a protected position ,yetits

m oun tain g atew ays an d its ocean -n av ig ation hav e m ade itaccessible to the outside
w orld.The w av es of differen traces thatpen etratedthese tw obarriers hav e m in g ledin
the In dian crucible,resultin g in a fusion of races,cultures,lan g uag es an drelig ion s."In
the days of early in v asion s by these distin ctracial g roups each race broug htw ith itself
its ow n tales of m ytholog y,its pan oram a of superstition ,an dits bag ful of philosophy,
an d,in the absen ce of a un iv ersal creed,the ten den cy w as tow ards an tithesis in steadof
sy n thesis,tow ardsheterog en eousn essin steadof hom og en eousn ess."1

W hile herprov erbial w ealth tem ptedoutsiders tocom e tocon querIn dia,m an y of them
w ere them selv es captiv ated by the charm an d spell of this lan d.A dual process w as
sim ultan eously in prog ress— the outsiders w ere en deav orin g tostrik e rootin a foreig n
en v iron m en t;the in dig en ous people,lostin their speculativ e thin k in g an d dom in ated
by a rig idcaste-system ,didn otdesire toliv e tog etherin com m on brotherhoodw ith the
outsiders.

A lexan derthe Greatin v adedIn dia in 327 B .C.,an dthe Greek historian s an dphysician s
thataccom pan iedhis in v adin g arm ies w rote aboutIn dia thatlay beyon dthe eastof the
riv erIn dus,an dw ith thisbeg in sthe extern al history of In dia.The Greek arm iescrossed
the In dus abov e A ttock an d, fig htin g the arm ies of P orus, on e of the local k in g s.
In flicteda crushin g defeaton him .The outcom e of this battle,w hich took place w here
the riv er Jhelum tak es a sharp ben d,resulted in P orus ten derin g "his subm ission an d

1
Quaid-e-Azam Jinnah, by G. Allana. Farozsons Ltd., Lahore, 1967, p. 33.
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w as con firm ed in his k in g dom ,an d becam e A lexan der's trusted frien d."2 A lexan der
pushedon toS in dh from the P un jab,an dfoun dthat"the coun try w as hostile".3 B uthe
captured M ultan ,the capital of S in dh,bein g ,how ev er,sev erely w oun ded in the fig ht.
A ppoin tin g Greek g ov ern ors torule ov er the territories he had con quered,he pushed

furtheron ,an dfoun dedon the ban k s of the In dus a city thathe n am edP utala,w hich is
H yderabadof today.P artof his arm y setsail alon g the P ersian Gulf,an dhe him self led
a partof itthroug h B aluchistan an d P ersia toS usa.The firstforeig n in v asion of In dia
en ded,an d the in v aders had foun ded n ok in g dom ."The on ly traces w hich the Greek s
leftin In dia w ere their scien ce of astron om y, their beautiful sculptures, an d their
coin s."4

A boutthe year126 B .C.,the S cythian tribe of S u drov e outthe Greek sfrom the B actrian

k in g dom , to the n orthw estof the H im alayas, an d rushin g throug h the H im alayan
passes con quered a partof the P un jab.The S cythian s,belon g in g tom an y tribes,cam e
from Cen tral A sia,"an dthey form a con n ectin g lin k betw een In dia an dChin ese history
...B udha him self is said by som e to hav e been a S cythian ."5 A bouta hun dred years
later, the S cythian s had foun ded a pow erful k in g dom in N orthern In dia.The m ost
fam ousof the S cythian k in g sw asKan ishk a,w hose sov ereig n ty exten dedov erKashm ir,
A g ra,S in dh,Yark an dan dKhok an d.Kan ishk a carriedon w ars as faras the borders of

Chin a,an da tow n in the P un jab,calledChin a-P ati,w as saidtobe the place w here the
k in g k epthis Chin ese hostag es.The S cythian s cam e in larg e n um bers to In dia an d
spreadall ov erthe P un jab,an dsom e w ritersare of the v iew thatthe Rajputs an dJats of
the P un jab are descen ded from the an cien tGetae tribe,on e of the S cythian tribes.The
in roads in to In dia by S cythian s con tin ued for about400 years, an d "The S cythian
m on archies of N orthern In dia w ere in con tactw ith the B uddhistk in g dom un der the
successors of A sok a in H in dustan .The S cythian s there hadbecom e B uddhists;butthey
m ade chan g esin thatfaith."6

Thus w e see thatin an cien ttim es there w ere three distin ctraces thatm ade up the
in habitan ts of this subcon tin en t— the n on -A ryan s or the aborig in es, w ho w ere the
orig in al in habitan ts:the A ryan s,w hocam e from Cen tral A sia in pre-historictim es;an d
the S cythian s. These three races had their ow n respectiv e n otion s of m orality an d
relig ion ,of custom san dsocial codes,an deach race broug htits ow n lan g uag e.The n on -
A ryan s "k eptupthe early form of m arriag e,accordin g tow hich a w om an w as the w ife

of sev eral brethren ,an da m an 's property descen ded,n ottohis ow n ,buttohis sister's
children ,in their relig ion ,the n on -A ryan s w orshipped dem on s,an d tried by bloody
sacrificesof hum an v ictim stoav ertthe w rath of the m alig n an tspiritsw hom they called

2
A Brief History of the Indian People, by Sir W. W. Hunter, 1897, p. 86. Oxford University Press.

3
Ibid. p. 86.

4
Ibid. p. 89.

5
Ibid. p. 90.

6
Ibid. p. 91.
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g ods."7 The A ryan s,prog ressin g beyon d the stag e of a n om adic hun tin g society,had
reached a stag e of sem i-settled life of ag riculture an d in dustry.The S cythian s w ere
som ew here in betw een these tw oraces in the scale of social dev elopm en t.The A ryan s
con tributed m ore than the other tw oraces in supplyin g a civ ilizin g in fluen ce in In dia.

O n e of their castes, the Kshatriyas, subjug ated the n on -A ryan s; an other caste, the
V aisyas, helped dev elop ag riculture; an d the m ost pow erful of these castes, the
B rahm an s,g av e to the people relig ion an d literature.A roun d 500 B .C.,a n ew creed.
B uddhism ,helped toen han ce the superiority of the A ryan s,an d the S cythian s larg ely
acceptedB uddhism as theirrelig ion ,"itdidsom ethin g tocom bin e the n on -A ryan s,the
A ryan s,an dthe S cythian s in toa people w ith sim ilarcustom s an da com m on faith.B ut
itw as driv en outof In dia before itfin ishedits w ork ."8 S ubsequen tupon the w eak en in g
of the in fluen ce of B uddhism ,the pow erof the B rahm in s becam e suprem e.O n e of the

k in g s of southern In dia in the eig hth cen tury com m an ded his serv an ts toputtodeath
the old m en an d the youn g children of the B uddhists;from the southern m ostpoin tof
In dia tothe S n ow y M oun tain ."L ethim w hoslays n ot,be slain ."9 The an athem as of the
B rahm an s ag ain stB uddhism becam e a rallyin g -poin ton the battlefield of relig ion ,
pav in g a n ew w ay toun ity."Thisn ew bon dof un ion w asH in duism ."10

A boutfourteen hun dredyearsag o,the adv en tof Islam broug httothe fore a n ew w orld

force,w hich w assoon toalterthe course of w orldhistory,itsin sisten ce on the un iv ersal
brotherhoodof m an hada special appeal fora w orldtorn an ddiv idedby false n otion s
of superiority basedon w orldly possession s,on race,on relig ion ,on color,on caste,its
appeal w as irresistible,an ditspreadacross con tin en ts an dcoun tries."Islam ,therefore,
en tered the subcon tin en tw ithin a few years of the proclam ation by the P rophetof his
m ission ."11 The A rabs w ere en terprisin g seafarers an dcarriedon trade by the sea-route
w ith m an y parts of the w orld,in cludin g In dia.The In dian s,on the otherhan d,"didn ot
lik e tog otoothercoun tries,bein g afraidof n otbein g able toobserv edthe caste taboos

reg ardin g food an d un touchability."12 D urin g the firstthree cen turies after the H oly
P rophetof Islam ,m an y settlem en ts of A rabs spran g up,particularly on the southw est
coastlin e of In dia.13 These settlem en tsw ere im portan tcen tersin the sea-trade carriedon
by the A rabs from A rabia to Ceylon an d the Far Eastv ia In dia.The A rab trade w as
m utually ben eficial tothe A rabs an dtothe In dian s,an dthis stren g then edthe bon ds of
frien dship betw een them ."The M uslim s thus had n og riev an ce ag ain stthe authorities
of the In dian states in w hich they carried on their busin ess.They w ere respected an d

there w ere occasion s w hen they w ere called upon to accepthig h offices or w ere

7
Ibid. p. 94.

8
Ibid. p. 95.

9
A Brief History of the Indian Peoples, by Sir W. W. Hunter, pp. 95-96.

10
Ibid. p. 96.

11
The Muslim Community of the Indo-Pakistan Subcontinent, by Dr. Ishtiaq Husain Qureshi. Mouton A Co., 1962, p.

11.
12

Ibid. p. 12.
13

Arab We Hind Ke Taluquat, by Sayed Suleiman Nedvi, p. 55.



Our Freedom Fighters (1562-1947) Twenty One Great Lives; Copyright © www.sanipanhwar.com 8

en trusted w ith im portan tduties."14 M an y A rab settlers m arried In dian w om en ,an d
thus the A rab population in creased rapidly,an d in som e places their population w as
abouttw en ty percen t.Islam ,bein g a m ission ary relig ion ,foun d m an y ready con v erts,
an dthis w ork of con v ersion w as g reatly helpedby the preachin g of M uslim S ufis,w ho

cam e either to places on the w estern or the southern coastof In dia.M ore an d m ore
m osques beg an to be built,k eepin g pace w ith the A rab settlem en ts thatg rew up in
In dia,an d in each m osque there w as an Im am w hobesides his other duties,im parted
relig iouseducation toM uslim children .

The local rulers in S in dh,realizin g thattheirin terests w ere tosom e exten tan tag on istic
to those of the A rabs, did n otw elcom e the A rabs, either as sea-traders or settlers.
B esides,the H in dusof S in dh w ere n otin hibitedw ith the sam e prejudicesasthe H in dus

of the S outh to leav e their ow n hom e lan d to cross the seas,an d to g o in search of
ov erseas trade.The S in dh coastlin e w as in fested w ith pirates,w ho often harried an d
plun deredA rab boats thatw ere on theirw ay toCeylon an dtothe S outh of In dia.The
n efarious activ ities of the S in dhi pirates w ere resen ted by the Um ayyad Gov ern m en t
an dstron g protestsw ere lodg edby itw ith the rulersof S in dh.O n e of the shipscarryin g
presen ts from the ruler of Cey lon for H ajjaj. the Um ayyad Gov ern or of Iraq, w as
plun dered by the pirates off the coast of S in dh, an d on ce ag ain the Um ayyad

Gov ern m en tv ehem en tly protestedan ddem an dedreprisalsag ain stthe g uilty piratesas
w ell as itdem an dedcom pen sation .The rulerof S in dh ig n oredthis protestan drefused
topun ish the pirates,sothatA rab n av ig ation forpurposes of trade couldbe m ade safe.
This rousedthe an g erof the A rabs.M oham m edB in Q asim ,a youn g A rab Gen eral,w as
en trusted w ith the task of in v adin g S in dh an d m ak in g the seaw ay safe for A rab
n av ig ation .The fig htin g thattook place betw een the forces of M oham m ed B in Q asim
an d those of the local rulers w as fierce an d lasted ov er on e year. A .D .712 to 713.
M oham m edB in Q asim ,in the en d,w on a spectacularv ictory,an dthus S in dh cam e to

be an n exed to the Gov ern m en tatB ag hdad.A Rajputg arrison "raised a hug e fun eral
pile,upon w hich w om en an dchildren firstthrew them selv es.The m en hav in g bathed
took a solem n farew ell of each other,an d,throw in g open the g ates,rushed upon the
w eapon sof the besieg ers,an dperishedtoa m an ."15 Itw asforthe firsttim e thatM uslim
rule had been set up in In dia, an d this prov ed to be an ev en t of far-reachin g
con sequen ce. The in troduction of M uslim s on the In dian political scen e g reatly
ben efitedthe people of this subcon tin en t."In dia w as en richedby the addition of a n ew

relig ion (Islam ) to her repertory of faiths, an d the v ariety of her m ulticolored
civ ilization w as div ersified by the in fusion of n ew elem en ts ... The lan g uag es an d
literatures of the M uslim s exerciseda perv asiv e in fluen ce on the speech an dw ritin g of
the H in dus ...In architecture,pain tin g ,m usic an d the m in or arts,profoun d chan g es
occurred an d n ew styles m ade their appearan ce in w hich the elem en ts of both w ere
fused."16

14
The Muslim Community of the Indo-Pakistan Subcontinent, by Dr. Ishtieq Husein Qureshi, p. 14.

15
A Brief History of the Indian Peoples, by Sir W. W. Hunter, p. III.

16
History of the Freedom Movement In India, by Tara Chand. Vol. I. p. 2.
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A g reatm ass of the people of S in dh w ere B uddhists,w how ere an oppressedsection of
the population un der H in du rule. The relation ship betw een the B uddhists an d the
n ew ly arriv edA rabsw as,how ev er,on a m ore accom m odatin g basis.The factthatthere

w as n oorg an izedopposition toA rab rule in S in dh,eitherfrom the H in dus orfrom the
B uddhists,is proof of the liberal m an n erin w hich A rab dom in an ce ov erS in dh cam e to
be established.In the subsequen tthree hun dredyears,a substan tial partof w hatisn ow
k n ow n as W estP ak istan cam e un derA rab in fluen ce an dcon trol,an dL ahore rose in to
em in en ce as on e of the M uslim capitals of the w orld. "The firstcollision betw een
H in dusim an d Islam on the P un jab fron tier w as the actof the H in dus."17 The H in du
chief of L ahore,Jaipal,attack edthe territoriesof the Ghazn av idk in g dom of S abuk tig in .
in the w ars thatfollow ed,ultim ately M ahm udof Ghazn i subjug atedthe k in g dom that

hadbeen un derJaipal.Thus both S in dh an dthe P un jab cam e un derthe sov ereig n ty of
M uslim rulers. From n ow on M uslim in fluen ce, thoug ht, culture, lan g uag e, an d
literature cam e toexercise a far-reachin g in fluen ce on the in dig en ous culture,lan g uag e
an d literature, an d this g av e birth "to a rich n ew culture w hich cam e to be the
distin ctiv e feature of the M uslim s of S in dh an dthe P un jab,soon tospreadfrom across
the boun daries of these tw oprov in ces tostride the en tire sub-con tin en t."18 Islam spread
in In dia in the subsequen tcen turies. M uslim s becam e in tim ately in v olv ed in the

political an decon om iclife of the coun try,butthey con tin uedtolook upon them selv es
as a distin ctcultural g roup. "This feelin g of distin ctiv en ess, ev er presen tin their
con sciousn ess, to later on m ak e articulate their subcon scious urg e to look upon
them selv es as a separate n ation ."19 The culture of the M uslim s had been basically an d
ov erw helm in g ly Islam icin letteran din spirit,an dthe in terplay of m an y cen turies did
n otm ak e them lose their distin ctiv e character. "The M uslim s of the subcon tin en t
em erg edasa distin cten tity because they dev elopeda separate culture an dw ell-defin ed
aim s an dideals ...They belon g edtoa habitat,w hich affectedtheirtastes an dm an n ers,

butw ith w hich they refused to iden tify them selv es so com pletely as to lose their
distin ctiv e qualities;they w ere a people liv in g ,asitw ere,in tw ow orlds;on e w asthatof
theirim m ediate surroun din g s an dthe otherw as the w orldof the sources of in spiration
w hich sustain edtheirspiritual existen ce."20

In the thirteen th cen tury M uslim in fluen ce spread all ov er In dia, an d B en g al cam e
un der its political orbit. A t this tim e the barbaric hordes of Ghen g iz Khan had

subjug ated the eastern partof the M uslim w orld an d they w ere n ow carryin g fire an d
dev astation in toIn dia throug h its m oun tain passes.B utthey w ere successfully heldat
bay by the M uslim k in g dom of D elhi. M uslim s durin g this period had produced
em in en tscholars,statesm en an dsoldiers.M uslim S ufisen richedIslam icm ysticism ,an d
theirliv esan dw ork w ere a source of g reatspiritual aw ak en in g am on g the M uslim s.

17
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19
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The M uslim s,com in g in toIn dia as they didfrom m an y M uslim coun tries,spok e their
ow n lan g uag e an d also learn tthe lan g uag es spok en by the n ativ es of the soil.O utof
this in teraction an din ter-m in g lin g of lan g uag es there arose a lingua franca,w hich cam e

to be spok en both by the M uslim s as w ell as the H in dus. The official lan g uag e
con tin uedtobe P ersian ;Turk ish w as the m otherton g ue of M uslim s from Turk ey,an d
A rabic w as the lan g uag e of the relig ion . The m ixture of these lan g uag es w ith that
spok en in In dia cam e tobe k n ow n as Urdu,an dItsoon becam e the lan g uag e of polite
society an dof sublim e poetry.Itg radually supplan tedP ersian ,an dbecam e a lan g uag e
spok en in all hom es an d un der stood in m ostparts of In dia.Urdu "is n either pure
P rak ritn or pure P ersian .Itis a lan g uag e w hich has risen as a resultof the m ixture of
foreig n an dn ativ e lan g uag es ...This is sym bolicas w ell as characteristicof the culture

dev eloped by the M uslim s in this subcon tin en t.They did n otdiscard their orig in al
culture."21 Urdu hada pow erful appeal an dits literature g rew rapidly."S ufisain ts w ho
w ere in terestedin propag atin g the m essag e of Islam w ere pion eers of Urdu literature ...
D urin g the eig hteen th cen tury Urdu spread to all corn ers of In dia an d Urdu literary
circles w ere established in ev ery prov in ce of In dia."22 W ith the rise of m ilitan tH in du
n ation alism in the tw en tieth cen tury,the g en eral acceptan ce an d popularity of Urdu
w asan eye-sore tothe H in dus,an ditbecam e a m atterof bittercon trov ersy betw een the

Con g ress,as the spok esm an of the H in dus,an dthe M uslim L eag ue,the m outhpiece of
the M uslim sof In dia.

"The dev elopm en tof Urdu,m ore than an ythin g else,epitom ized the cultural fusion
betw een the H in dus an dthe M uslim s,an dits rejection by the H in dus a break in g aw ay
from a com m on heritag e."23

In 1526,B abar in v aded In dia an d,w in n in g a decisiv e v ictory atP an ipat,becam e the

firstof the M og hul Em perors.W hen he diedatA g ra in 1530,his em pire exten dedfrom
the riv er A m u in Cen tral A sia to the Gan g etic delta in L ow er B en g al.The M og huls
com pletely iden tified them selv es w ith the in terests of their con quered subjects an d
ushered in a g lorious chapter of history durin g their rule.They hav e m ade a lastin g
con tribution tothe cultural heritag e of this subcon tin en t.The M og hul Em perorA k bar,
in his desire to placate H in dus,tried to brin g abouta sy n thesis betw een Islam an d
H in duism , thus establishin g an era of un preceden ted relig ious toleran ce. A k ber's

experim en ts in the dom ain of relig ion in troducedan elem en tof heterodoxy,w hich w as
resen tedby the orthodox,an dthe Mujaddid m ov em en tw as the firstorg an izedattem pt

at fig htin g these forces of heterodoxy, g en erated by A k bar. A fter the death of
A uran g zeb,the M og hul em pire w as headin g tow ards its declin e,an dthe w eak en in g of
the Cen tral pow er atD elhi had g iv en rise to the M arathas to challen g e the M og hul
Em perors in open battle.The rise of the M aratha pow er"ig n itedthe Im ag in ation of the
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H in dus,w hosaw in itssuccessan opportun ity tolay the foun dation of a H in du Em pire
in B harat."24 The successes of the plun derin g an d m araudin g arm ies of the M arathas
had don e irreparable dam ag e to the socio-econ om ic structure of In dia, an d "The
prosperity w hich had been built up by lon e years of ordered an d ben ev olen t

g ov ern m en tun derthe dilig en tcare of the M og hul Em perors w as on ce ag ain destroyed
by an archy an d disorder. This period played a con siderable partin creatin g the
con dition s of chron icpov erty of the In dian m asses."25 H ow ev er,w ith the rise of A hm ad
S hah A bdaii on the scen e an d his m ilitary successes,the M arathas receiv ed a sev ere
setback .

In the fifteen th cen tury the M oors retreated from the H ispan ic pen in sula, an d the
S pan ish an dP ortug uese n av al forces pursuedthe M uslim s on the hig hw ays of the seas,

in order to crush them outof existen ce.A s an offshootof this con spiracy ag ain stthe
M uslim s,V ascoD a Gam a,the P ortug uese n av al chief,in 1498 lan ded his forces atthe
portof Calicut,an d this in ciden tin troduceda n ew dim en sion in the relation ship that
had hitherto existed betw een A sia an d Europe."The P ortug uese adv en ture had far-
reachin g con sequen ces.In the firstplace,itdrov e Turk ish an dA rab shippin g outof the
In dian cen tres an d thus broug httoan en d the peaceful com m ercial in tercourse w hich
hadexistedbetw een In dia an dherW estA sian n eig hbors sin ce the tim e of the A bbasid

caliphate an dbefore.In dia's exports an dim ports usedtobe tran sportedin In dian an d
A sian ships.They w ere tran sferred tothe P ortug uese bottom s an d a m ortal blow w as
struck atthe In dian shippin g in dustry."26 A n d,itm ustbe rem em bered thatitw as the
M uslim s w ho had in troduced the ov erseas shippin g trade an d in dustry in In dia,an d
this in dustry w as in their han ds w hen the usurpers from the W estm ade their first
appearan ce on the In dian scen e.The P ortug uese in filtration in the subcon tin en thad
show n the w ay,an d other European pow ers w ere n otslow in follow in g the sam e sea
route an d in obtain in g a foothold in In dia.Europe durin g thattim e w as in a state of

dyn am ic activ ity, aided by its phen om en al discov eries in scien ce, an d its relen tless
driv e foram assin g w ealth an dpow erthroug h its m aterial superiority.M ilitan tEurope
w as n oton ly k n ock in g atthe g ates of a fabulously w ealthy In dia,buthadbreachedits
g ates,an dw asalready w ithin itscitadel.

B lin dedby herexpan sion istpolicy,P ortug al soon discov eredthatitw as holdin g m ore
foreig n territory than itcould con trol. W ithin a hun dred years after the lan din g of

V ascoD a Gam a atCalicut,P ortug al hadlostIts suprem acy in the H ispan icpen in sula,
an d she yielded her pow er to the superior forces of S pain ,w hich loom ed as a g reat
pow eron the w orldhorizon .S pan ish suprem acy w as challen g edby sm allerbutbetter
org an ized an d m ore dyn am ic n ation s lik e the N etherlan ds,Fran ce an d En g lan d,an d
they g radually pushedS pain outof the com bat.The N etherlan ds couldn otlastlon g in
the strug g le,an dthusby the m iddle of the eig hteen th cen tury on ly E n g lan dan dFran ce
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w ere leftin the race forsuprem acy.A ll these W estern pow ers haden teredIn dia atfirst
un derthe g uise of traders,an dthen cam e open ly in the fieldtocarv e outtheirspheres
of in fluen ce an d dom in ation . Fran ce w as shak en to its roots durin g the Fren ch
Rev olution of 1789,an ditstooda house div idedag ain stitself.Con siderably w eak en ed

by in tern ecin e w arfare,the hom e coun try couldn otrein force herforcesin possession of
territoriesin In dia,an dthusbeg an the declin e of Fran ce asa possible param oun tpow er
on the subcon tin en t.The S ev en Years'W arprov edtobe the prov erbial laststraw on her
back ,an dFran ce g radually fadedoutasa stron g riv al of the En g lish in In dia.

The En g lish w ere m asters in the artof rulin g alien n ation s by the classic butim m oral
m ethod of "D iv ide an d Rule".This w as the decisiv e k ey-n ote of their S tate policy,an d
they succeededadm irably in settin g on e chief ag ain stthe other,on e prin ce ag ain stthe

other,an d ev ery tim e they reaped rich div iden ds due tothe foolishn ess of the In dian
rulers them selv es.The EastIn dia Com pan y,w hich w as the orig in al com pan y un der
w hose auspices the En g lish had com e to In dia,w as osten sibly there to m ak e profits.
W ith m ore an d m ore political pow er com in g in to her han ds, the profits thatthe
com pan y an dherofficers m ade w ere fan tastic,both throug h v isible as w ell as in v isible
m ean s.S om e of the fin an cial scan dals by the En g lishm en in In dia are sofan tasticthat
they appear difficultof belief.B uta m ore g riev ous scar on the soul of the people of

In dia than m ere fin an cial losses w as thatthey hadbeen depriv edof theirfreedom an d
thatthey w ere bein g ruledby a foreig n pow erthatbeg an totreatIn dia asa m ere colon y
fordow n rig htecon om ic,political an dm ilitary exploitation ,In dia hadceasedtobe the
m asterof herow n destin y,an dbecom e a m ere paw n w hich B ritish strateg y m ov edon
the chess-boardof w orldpoliticstosuitherow n en ds.

B abar had laid the foun dation s of the M og hul Em pire in the sixteen th cen tury.H is
successors prov ed to be ben ev olen tan d farsig hted rulers.A tthe tim e of the death of

A uran g zeb the M og hul Em pire exten dedfrom the Karak oram m oun tain s an dthe O xus
riv erin the n orth tothe Kav eririv erin the south,an dfrom P ersia on the w esttoB urm a
in the east.The M og hul em pire w as the larg estan dthe m ostprosperous of an y in the
w orldatthattim e."Its system of g ov ern m en tan dadm in istration g uaran teedpeace an d
orderov era v astreg ion an ditofferedun ique opportun itiesof adv an cem en tin artsan d
letters. Its achiev em en ts con stitute a brillian t chapter in the history of w orld
civ ilization ."27 The pow er of the M og huls in creased w ith the passag e of years,un til in

the days of A uran g zeb ithadreachedits hig h-lev el w aterm ark .The cen tral authority at
D elhiw as v ery stron g an dall-em bracin g ,law an dorderbein g w ell k eptin its far-flun g
territories,an da reason able deg ree of prosperity bein g sharedby the people.In spite of
w hatsom e of his detractors n av e w ritten ,A uran g zeb w as a ben ev olen truler."In the
discharg e of his extrem ely on erous duties he hadshow n a dev otion ,assiduity,courag e
an dcalm n ess w hich m ark him as a un ique rulerof m en .In his person al life he w as the

27
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m odel of a g oodm an .H e w as free from the v ices socom m on am on g A sian poten tates
an dprin ces.H e liv edsim ply,n ay,austerely."28

W ith the w eak en in g of the cen tral authority atD elhi,after the death of A uran g zeb,

fissiparous ten den cies setin ,an d the con sequen tfissures thatdev eloped in the edifice
of the M og hul Em pire had en courag ed the M arathas tog ain accession tothe rev en ues
of the Em pire an d had en abled them toin terfere w ith im pun ity in the adm in istrativ e
m achin ery.The En g lish w ere already en tren chedon the door-steps an das the M og hul
Em pire headed tow ards its declin e,the En g lish w ere em bolden ed to tran sform their
role by stag es,from thatof bein g traders tobecom in g the builders of a m ig hty em pire.
W estern in fluen ce an d dom in ation had com e to stay in In dia. The in teraction that
follow ed betw een W estern thoug htan d m ethods an d In dian tradition an d culture

broug htaboutcon sequen ces thatthrew ail the peoples of In dia in toa deep m oral an d
spiritual torm en t.In dian econ om y beg an tobe m odeledsoas tosuitthe im perial n eeds
of En g lan d,resultin g in prog ressiv e Im pov erishm en tof the resourcesof In dia.

The disabilities an ddisadv an tag es thatB ritish rule usheredin fell m ore heav ily on the
M uslim s than upon the H in dus.The M uslim s,a pow erful an dfreedom lov in g people,
foun d them selv es fettered by the chain s of social, econ om ic, cultural an d political

subjug ation ,an dan un ceasin g strug g le en suedforliberation from foreig n dom in ation .
Freedom w as the g uidin g star on their on w ard m arch to their political destin y.This
freedom strug g le produced m an y heroes,w hose foresig ht,leadership,an d sacrifices
hav e m ade itpossible forourn ation tobreathe in freedom .

28
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MUJADDID-I-ALF-I-THANI

(1562—1624)

In the distan tpast,class-g lorifyin g ideolog iesw ere acceptedby the m assesbecause they

believ edthe k in g an dthe elite hadsuperiorm oralsthan those possessedby them selv es.
The P haraohs w ere supposedtohav e superhum an pow ers,an dforcen turies thereafter
ev ery k in g cam e tobe clothed,in the eyes of the people,w ith the robes of in fallibility.
A ttim es ev en div in e pow ers w ere attributedtothe k in g an dhe w as supposedtodon o
w ron g . The k in g s of old w ere eulog ized in epic poem s an d im m ortalized by
m ag n ificen tm on um en ts.The g oal of state policy w astom ak e the m asses look upon the
k in g as the source of all ben ev olen tpow er.In order to w in their blin d loyalty an d
subm ission . A n d so the k in g w as look ed upon as the sav ior of the n ation an d the

dispen ser of justice.V ery often the k in g desig n ed all his beliefs.In the dom ain s of
m orality an d relig ion to suithis political en ds.The k in g ration alized,beatified an d
justifiedall his action s by g iv in g reason s,w hich w ouldappeartobe en tirely dev oidof
an y m otiv e of selfishn ess.Thus,ev en w hen the in ten tion of the k in g w as m alafide,the
thun der of hig h-soun din g m oral justification w as pow erful en oug h to silen ce all
opposition tothe royal decree.

A g en eral ten den cy is n oticeable in the k in g s in thatthey hav e alw ays soug httohold
un lim ited pow er ov er the liv es an d properties of their subjects. Un der such
circum stan ces,itw as n otpossible forthem todraw a m oral div idin g lin e betw een w hat
w as rig htan d w hatw as w ron g .P ursuitof pow er w as a habit,an d lik e the habitof
tak in g dope by a drug addict,this habitk eptcom pan y w ith the k in g un til his death.
"Thus pow erin toxication m ark s a larg e portion of the toprulers of the political em pires
in an cien tEg yptan d B aby lon ,in an cien tRom e an d Greece."29 W hile the pow er of the
k in g depen ded on his absolutism ,the pow er of a com m un ity depen ded m ore on its

beliefs than on its stren g th in n um bers or in econ om ic m ig ht.H ow ev er,som e k in g s
desired topossess pow er as an en d in itself an d n otas a m ean s toachiev in g an ythin g
g loriously g reatfortheirpeoples.L ov e an dlustforpow erin such cases n ev erhadan y
n oble objectiv e before it. "L ov e of pow er, lik e lust, is such a stron g m otiv e thatit
in fluen cesm ostm en 'saction sm ore than itshould".30

A k bar,the M og hul Em peror,ruledov erIn dia from 1556 to1605.Itw ouldbe in terestin g

toexam in e how hisaction sasa k in g w ere in fluen cedan din spiredby hispursuitin the
realm of pow er-seek in g . B abar,his g ran dfather,had in v aded In dia in 1526,an d he
foun d thatcoun try div ided in to prin cipalities an d k in g dom s, ruled by H in du or

29
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M uslim prin ces.W ith his v ictory atP an ipatin thatyear,he succeededin ascen din g the
thron e atD elhi,an dthus becam e the foun derof the M og hul dyn asty thatcon tin uedto
rule for ov er tw o hun dred years."W hile H um ayun w as flyin g throug h the desertof
S in dh to P ersia,his son A k bar w as born in the fortof Um erk ot(1542)".31 B ut,w hen

A k barw as on ly fourteen ,H um ayun return edtoIn dia,an don ce ag ain by defeatin g his
en em ies atP an ipatin 1556,the M og hul dyn asty cam e tobe firm ly en tren chedin D elhi.
H um ayun died soon thereafter,tobe succeeded by his son ,A k bar,w how as in ev ery
sen se of the w ordthe real foun derof the M og hul Em pire.

H ere w as an em pire setup by a M uslim dyn asty in a coun try w here the M uslim
population w as an in sig n ifican tm in ority,an dthe H in dus w ere the dom in an tm ajority
com m un ity."The M uslim Em pire in In dia w as alw ays facedw ith an in heren tdifficulty.

Itstarted as the rule of an alien people ov er a v astpopulation w hich had its ow n
tradition s of relig ion ,culture an dphilosophy.The an cien tH in du civ ilization couldn ot
accept,w ithouta strug g le,a secon dary position in its ow n habitat".32 B eliev in g thatn e
m ustplacate the H in dusatall costs,if hisdyn asty w astobe perpetuatedasthe rulersof
In dia,A k barem bark edupon a state policy of com prom ise w ith an dpacification of the
H in dus.P ossibly,he feltthatrelig ion w as the m ain div idin g lin e betw een his H in du
an d M uslim subjects,an d he believ ed thatif he could elim in ate that"g reatdiv ide",he

w ould succeed in elim in atin g the m ain cause of separation of his peoples,an d that
thereafterhe w ouldreceiv e theirun itedsupport.A lready "L axity an dheterodoxy had
g row n in v olum e tow ards the en dof the rule of the L odis (1526)".33 W hen A k barcam e
to the thron e,he w as dev oted to orthodox Islam ic beliefs an d w as sym pathetic an d
frien dly tothe M uslim theolog ian s.B uthe g radually sacrificed orthodox beliefs atthe
altar of statecraftan d in the in terests of perpetuatin g his ow n person al pow er, he
m arried a H in du Rajputprin cess,an d later on his son 's m arriag e alsotook place w ith
an other Rajput prin cess, w ho cam e to occupy position s of pow er in the rulin g

hierarchy.W hile A k barg ain edthe supportof the H in dus an dRajputs,the S tate beg an
tog radually lose its M uslim character an dbasis."A k bar's attem pttobroaden the base
of the Em pire w as fraug htw ith far-reachin g con sequen ces.Itsetiton the in ev itable
course of bein g con v ertedin toa n on -M uslim S tate".34

Youn g in years, A k bar foun d he had un lim ited pow ers in his han ds. A s m ay be
expectedun dersuch circum stan ces,his subjects loadedhim w ith flattery,the refrain of

w hich w as thatthe Em peror w as en dow ed w ith "spiritual pow ers an d w as a m an of
destin y". Con stan t flattery, lik e oft-repeated lies, has a k n ack of fin din g ready
acceptan ce,an d so itw as in the case of A k bar.Flattery is alw ays delectable,an d he
beg an toreadily believ e w hatthe flatterers said."A m an w hom Future has fav oredas it
had A k bar easily falls in to the fallacy thathis success has a hig her purpose w hich
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destin y is un foldin g in n ew w ays,especially w hen itis bein g con stan tly sug g ested to
him by so m an y w ise m en .If he sees thatlearn ed m en abjectly recog n ize him as the
superior in tellect,itis difficultfor him to m ain tain his balan ce. H ere w as an ideal
in strum en tforsubv ertin g the position of orthodoxy in the lan d,if on ly itcouldbe w on

ov er.The tim es w ere propitious for such an en deav or because the beliefs of the ran k
an d file am on g the M uslim s had already been corroded by extran eous in fluen ces an d
doctrin es w hich w ouldpresen tan y sharp reaction on theirpart.A k bar's turn in g aw ay
from orthodoxy w as a slow an d g radual process in the beg in n in g ,buthav in g on ce
started, it con tin ued to g ain m om en tum ".35 A k bar also realized that so lon g as
orthodoxy had authority ov er the affairs of state,his ow n authority w ould hav e tobe
circum scribedby w hatthe law of Islam dictated.This,he felt,w asa cripplin g restriction
on hispow ers,an dhe thirstedforun lim itedpow er.

A k barhada H all of W orshipbuiltw here he w ouldg atherleaders of differen tfaiths in
ordertoholdtheolog ical discussion s.H e foun dthatthese relig iousscholarshardly ev er
ag reed am on g them selv es on m atters con n ected w ith relig ion an d relig ious belief.
"A k barw asthe rulerof an em pire in habitedby m en of div erse faiths;therefore he m ust
sethim self up as the teacherof m en of differen trelig ion s ....There w as n odifficulty in
his becom in g a spiritual g uide an d,therefore,he startedan ordercalledby the n am e of

the D iv in e Faith an d D iv in e M on otheism ".36 Itw as n otdifficulttofin d con v erts tohis
state relig ion ,"based upon n atural theolog y,an d com prisin g the bestpractices of all
k n ow n form s of belief.O f this m ade-up creed,A k bar w as the prophet,or rather the
head of the church". A k bar felt him self im bued w ith a "sen se of superhum an
om n ipoten ce w hich isbredof despoticim perial pow er".37

The courtiers an dflatterers surroun din g A k barm ade him seriously believ e that,bein g
the Em peror,he hadev ery rig httolay dow n the law forhis people,in all w alk s of life,

in cludin g relig ion ."The real S ain t",B audelaire w rites,"is he w hoflog s an dk ills people
for their ow n g ood".A k bar look ed upon him self as if he w ere a sortof a sain t,w hose
duty itw astoforce hispeople toaccepthisex perim en tal beliefsin the realm of relig ion ,
as if they w ere div in ely ordain ed law s an d beliefs.H is peoples prostrated them selv es
before hisrelig iousbeliefs,justasthey w ere preparedtoprostrate them selv esbefore his
person ,as they con sidered him to be the em bodim en tof all w orldly pow er,a pow er
thatheldthe life an ddeath of hispeoplesin the hollow of hispalm .A k barbroug htin to

bein g the fable of D een -e-Ilahi in order to g iv e him self the illusion of hav in g w on
im m ortality in his ow n life tim e."A k barseem s tohav e believ edthathis un derstan din g
of Islam w asm ore ration al than thatof the theolog ian sw ith w hom he differed".38
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The foun din g of the D iv in e Faith had com pleted the firstphase of A k bar's dream of
settin g him self up as a super-hum an bein g , w ho m ust n aturally w ield absolute
authority ov er his subjects. N ow follow ed a n um ber of royal decrees, w hich left
orthodox M uslim s g apin g w ith w on der as to w here itw ould all en d."They feltthat

Islam w as un don e in In dia".39 S om e of his in n ov ation s an d orders appear today tobe
toopresum ptuousan dludicroustobe true,butM ulla A bdul Q adirB adayun i,w how as
a con tem porary of A k bar an d a historian , has g iv en us in his book . Muntakhab-ut-
Tawarikh,a g raphicaccoun tof A k bar'sroyal decreesin ordertospreadhisD iv in e Faith.

A ccordin g toM ulla B adayun i,A k barsurroun dedhim self w ith those people w how ere
ready to acceptall his teachin g s w ithoutquestion ,an d those w ho did n otbeliev e in
rev elation an din an y relig ious code."Tobeliev e in rev elation w as con sideredas Taqlid

orfollow in g authority blin dly— a low k in dof m orality an dfiton ly forthe un educated

an dthe Illiterate".40

A k barw en tfurther,"H e open ly opposedIslam an dreg ardedthe in jun ction sof Islam as
tem porary an d irration al ... S o m an y w retches of H in dus an d H in duised M uslim s
broug htun m itig ated rev ilin g on the P rophet;an d the v illain ously Irrelig ious Ulema in

their w ork s pron oun ced the Em peror to be in fallible an d con ten ted them selv es w ith
m ain tain in g the un ity of God,they n extm en tion ed the v arious titles of the Em peror,

an ddidn othav e the courag e tom en tion the n am e of the P rophet(Godbe g racious to
him an dtohisfollow ers,an dg iv e them peace in defian ce of the liars)...B esidesthisthe
m ean people of the hig her an d low er classes ... professed them selv es to be his
disciples".41 Itcan w ell be im ag in ed w hata shock this m usthav e g iv en to orthodox
M uslim s in In dia."The Em perorhadceasedtobeliev e in the Q uran ,he didn otbeliev e
in life afterdeath,n orin the D ay of Judg m en t".Thisshow show farA k barhaddev iated
from Islam ,an d he w an ted other M uslim s tofollow his exam ple."W in e w as declared
law ful, an d bacon w as m ade an in g redien tof w in e; Jizyah or the m ilitary tax w as

abolished an d beef w as declared un law ful ...The Salat or the prescribed prayers,the
Saum orthe prescribedfastsan dthe H aj orpilg rim ag e toM ecca w ere abolished".A k bar

abolished the Islam ic calen dar,an d substituted itby g iv in g his ow n calen dar."Islam
aftera thousan dyearsw ascon sideredtohav e playeditself out;the study of A rabicw as
look ed upon as if itw ere som ethin g un law ful;the L aw of Islam or Fiqh, Tafsir or the
exeg esis of the Q uran an d Hadith or the tradition s of the P rophetw ere ridiculed;an d

those w hoprosecutedthose studies w ere look eddow n as deserv in g of con tem pt".42 A s

these an ti-Islam icm easures cam e tobe propoun ded,on e by on e,they deeply hurtthe
feelin g s an d relig ious sen tim en ts of orthodox M uslim s."The Adhan or call to prayers

an d the N am az-i-Jam ator con g reg ation al prayers w hich used to be,as prescribed by
Islam ,offeredfiv e tim es a day in the S tate hail w ere stopped".43 Itseem ed,accordin g to
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M ulla B adayun i, as if A k bar had un dertak en the respon sibility of com pletely
un derm in in g the teachin g s of Islam ."S uch n am es as A hm ad,M uham ad an d M ustafa,
the v arious n am es of the P rophetof God,hadbecom e offen siv e tothe Em peror,an dto
utterthem w as a crim e.M osques an dprayerroom s w ere chan g edin tostore-room s an d

in toH in du g uard-room s".44

M uslim s w ere facedw ith a critical situation ,bein g con fron tedw ith an assaulton their
orthodox relig ious v iew s.The dan g er w as n oton ly from the factthatthis k in g held
opin ion s dan g erous to their Faith as M uslim s,itw as supplem en ted by the factthat
A k bar's heterodoxy bein g accepted by larg e section s of the M uslim s them selv es.The
situation n eeded a bold an d darin g cham pion todefen d the cause of Islam ."Thus the
tim es cried for the appearan ce of a g reatreform er".45 This cryin g n eed w as fulfilled,

w hen a fearless reform erun foldedthe ban n erof rev oltag ain stA k bar's heterodoxy.H is
n am e atthe tim e of his birth w as S haik h A hm ed,butw hoby his dev otion tothe cause
of Islam ata difficultperiod of its history in the subcon tin en t,is k n ow n as S haik h
A hm ed A l-Faruqui S irhin di,Im am -e-Rabban i,M ujaddid-i-A if-i-Than i."The Mujaddid

boldly opposed all plan s tobrin g Islam an d H in duism tog ether on the relig ious lev el
w hich could n otbutloosen the M uslim g rip on the sources of im perial stren g th.H e
clearly en un ciated thatIslam an d Kufr w ere tw odifferen ten tities w hich could n otbe

fusedtog ether".46 The M ujaddid's life an dw ork w ere the outw ardm an ifestation s of the
in ten se in n er m oral an d relig ious urg e an d ferv or w ithin him self.The resultw as that
his teachin g s cam e to seep g radually in to the con sciousn ess of the M uslim s,w hich
k in dled in them a burn in g desire to liv e their liv es in con form ity w ith the ten ets of
Islam .

A lm ostm idw ay betw een D elhi an d L ahore is a place called S irhin d.w hich w as about
six hun dredyears ag oa w ildforest,w here tig ers an dotherw ildan im als aboun ded.In

the days of Firoz S hah Tug hlaq(A .D .1351),throug h this den se an ddan g erous foresta
carav an carryin g w ith itthe royal treasury w as on its w ay toD elhi,protectedon its tw o
flan k sby the royal g uards.O n e of the m em bersof thiscarav an ,trav ellin g w ith the royal
treasury w as a sain tly person ,Sahlb-i-Kashf.W hen the carav an reached the exactspot

w here S irhin d is n ow ,he had an in tuitiv e realization thata v ery g reatsain tw ould be
born in that place. W hen the carav an reached its destin ation , an d the sain t's
prem on ition w as con v eyed to Firoz S hah Tug hlaq,he im m ediately ordered thatthe

forestbe cutdow n an dthe foun dation s laidtobuilda city there.H e en trustedthe w ork
toIm am Rafiuddin ."Im am Rafiuddin w as the sixth an cestorof the M ujaddid...W hile
the con struction w as in prog ress,S hah B u A li Q alan dar cam e an d helped in it,an d
in form ed im am Rafiuddin that the g reat sain t of the prophecy w ould be his
descen dan t".47 A fter S irhin d w as built, Im am Rafiuddin w as en trusted w ith the
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m an ag em en tof the tow n by the Kin g ,an dsin ce then the fam ily of the Im am cam e tobe
settledin S irhin d.From n ow on they acquiredthe fam ily n am e of S irhin di.

In the S irhin di fam ily w as born S haik h A bdul A had, w ho w as the father of the

M ujaddid.S haik h A bdul A hadspen tthe bestpartof hischildhoodan dyouth in serious
an d dev oted studies,particularly in studyin g the Q uran an d H adith.O n becom in g a
disciple of thatg reatm ystic an d scholar. S haik h A bdul Q udoos Gun g ohi, he w as
in itiated by his teacher in tothe Qadriya an d Chishtiya schools of sufism .S haik h A bdul

A had cam e to be m arried to the daug hter of a g reatscholar of B ulan dsher. B oth
husban d an d w ife w ere extrem ely pious people, dev oted to their studies an d to
propag atin g Islam .They w ere a happy an dcon ten tedcouple,an dsev en son sw ere born
tothem ,the fourth of w hom w asS haik h A hm ad,the M ujaddid.

Itis saidthata little before the birth of the M ujaddid,his fathersaw in a dream thatthe
en tire w orld w as drow n ed in dark n ess,w hen sudden ly outof his breastthere leapt
forth a pow erful lig ht.H e then saw a thron e,floatin g in the air,on w hich w as seateda
sain tly person . S haik h A bdul A had related the story of this dream to H azratS hah
Kam al,w hoin terpretedthe dream tom ean thata son w ouldbe born toS haik h A bdul
A had.w how ouldbecom e a g reatsain tan dM ujaddid.48

S haik h A hm edw asborn in S irhin don Friday,the 14th of S haw w al 971 A .H .,equiv alen t
toA .D .1562.49 A tthe ag e of four,his paren ts hadhim adm ittedtoa muktab,w here he

w as able to learn the Q uran by heartw ithin a shorttim e. H e had an irrepressible
passion forlearn in g ,an data v ery youn g ag e he w asable toim pressthose thatm ethim
w ith his profoun d k n ow ledg e aboutv arious bran ches of learn in g .50 H is thirstfor
k n ow ledg e took him outside his n ativ e S irhin d an d he trav elled far in those days of
difficulttran sportation an d com m un ication ,in order to learn from ren ow n ed M uslim
scholars of the tim e subjects such as Hadith, Tafsir,an d P hilosophy.In his con stan t

trav els in his pursuitof k n ow ledg e.S haik h A hm adon ce v isitedA g ra,w hich w as atthe
tim e the capital,an d w here A k bar an d his m in isters liv ed.The n ew s of the arriv al in
A g ra of a fam ous scholarspreadfastan dw ide,an dA k bar's tw otrustedm in isters,the
brothersA buiFadl an dFaldi,an xioustom eetsuch a g reatperson ,cam e tothe house of
S haik h A hm ad in order to pay their respects to him .The tw o brothers w ere g reatly
im pressed by his un doubted m astery ov er v arious bran ches of learn in g , an d they

in v itedhim tostay in theirhouse astheirg uestforthree days.Itw asa un ique hon or,as
A butFadl an dFaidi stoodv ery close tothe Em perorA k bar.In the days thatfollow ed
the three w ere con stan tly tog ether.O n e day as S haik h A hm adcam e tov isitFaidiin his
house,he foun dFaidi,w earin g a w orriedlook ,busy w ritin g .O n seein g S haik h A hm ad,
Faidi feltreliev ed.Explain in g the reason of his an xiety,Faidi said thathe w as busy
w ritin g his Tafsir-i-Bi-Nuqat,w hich w as a com m en tary on the Q uran ,n oletterof w hich
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con tain ed a dot,an d thathe had com e across an Aiyat,w hich w as v ery difficultto

com m en tupon ,usin g letters in A rabicw ithouta dot.S haik h A hm adw as ask edtotry
his han d atit.H e ag reed,an d to the g reatsurprise an d am azem en tof Faidi,S haik h
A hm adsucceededin producin g w ithin a shorttim e the n ecessary com m en tary in chaste

A rabicw ithoutusin g a sin g le letterw ith a dot.51 "H ow ev er,this frien dshipdidn otlast
v ery lon g , because the S haik h took serious offen ce to A bul Fadi's an ti-Islam ic
attitude".52

S haik h A hm ad hadbeen aw ay fora lon g tim e,an dhis father w as an xious tom eethis
son .The fathercam e toA g ra,an dthe fatheran dson soon return edtoS irhin d.H e w as
n ow tak in g lesson s from his father in the Qadriya an d Suhrawardlya schools of sufism

an din otherbran ches of relig ious learn in g .Un derthe g uidan ce of his father,he took to

sev ere m ysticdisciplin e.S haik h A bdul A hadw as n earin g eig hty,an dw ith the passag e
of years,hislov e forhisfav orite son S haik h A hm adhadin creased.The father,how ev er,
diedin 1007 A .H .an dw as buried in S irhin d.The S haik h,plun g edin g rief,thoug htof
m ak in g a pilg rim ag e tothe H oly City of M ecca.The follow in g year he leftS irhin d for
D elhi on his w ay to perform the H aj,w here he m etan d cam e un der the in fluen ce of
Khw aja B aqiB illah,w hocon ferredon him the Khilafatof the N aqshban diya O rder.53

O n his return toS irhin d,the S haik h spen tm ostof his tim e in prayeran din spreadin g
the teachin g sof Islam am on g those thatcam e tostudy un derhim .There the n ew sof the
death of Khw aja B aqi B illah reached him .w hich laid him prostrate w ith g rief.A fter
som e tim e he leftS irhin dforL ahore,in ordertocon tin ue hism ission of preachin g Islam
in thatcity.From L ahore,on ce ag ain he return ed to S irhin d.H is w ide trav els an d
person al con tacts w ith M uslim s in differen tparts of In dia had con v in ced him that
un der the auspices of royal com m an ds m an y un -Islam ic practices an d beliefs w ere
tak in g deep rootin M uslim m in ds. H is m in d had been slow ly aw ak en in g to the

realization thatthe tim es n eededthe em erg en ce of a boldreform er,w how oulddare to
defy the royal orders an dsoprev en tan y assaulton the relig ious beliefs of the M uslim s.
H e w as con v in cedchatif thin g s w ere allow edtodriftw ithoutcheck orprotest,the task
w ould becom e m ore an d m ore difficult."Further,the Ulem a or theolog ian s had tak en
exclusiv ely toFiqh orjurispruden ce as the w hole of relig ious learn in g ;they hadceased
to refer to the Q uran an d Hadith as the g en uin e sources of Islam .Con sequen tly the

juristicv iew of Islam w as aliv e,the spiritof Islam haddied...They couldbe in ducedto
g iv e Fatwa or decision of the sacred law ,perm ittin g the Haram or the prohibited an d
prohibitin g the Halal orthe perm itted.M ak hdum -ul-M ulk is saidtohav e g iv en a Fatwa

thatthe ordin an ce of H ajj or P ilg rim ag e w as n o lon g er bin din g , thatithad rather
becom e in jurious".54 In the face of such difficultcon dition s,the M ujaddid raised the
ban n er of rev olt,an d as his teachin g s w ere con trary,to an d directed ag ain st,the un -
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Islam icedictsof A k bar,he in v itedupon him self the w rath an dfury of the Em peror.B ut
he w as a dev otedan ddedicatedm an ,ready tosacrifice his all in ordertopreserv e an d
sav e Islam .

W hite in A g ra,w hich w as atthattim e k n ow n as A k barabad, the M ujaddid sen ta
m essag e tothe Em peror thathe should g iv e up his preachin g 's,w hich w ere defin itely
an ti-Islam ic an d un -Islam ic.. "Your em pire, your pow er, your arm y— all these w ill
v an ish on e day.P rostrate yourself before God.A sk H isforg iv en ess,if you don 'tdothis,
then aw aitthe retribution of God".55 A k bar,in spite of this w arn in g ,con tin ued in his
crusade to m ak e his ow n con ception of relig ion m ore an d m ore popular am on g the
prin cesan dthe people.

O n the death of A k bar,he w as succeededby his son Jehan g ir,w hocon tin uedtofollow
in the footsteps of his father in relig ious m atters.O n the other han d,the M ujaddid
con tin uedtooppose these beliefs,soug httobe popularizedun derroyal patron ag e.H e
in sistedthathis follow ers shouldn otobey orders,from w hom soev erthey cam e,if they
w ere con trary toIslam .The courtiersan dflatterers beg an topourpoison in toJehan g ir's
ears,respectfully soun din g w arn in g s thatthe M ujaddid w as opposed toJehan g ir an d
thathe m ustbe stopped from preachin g ag ain stthe Kin g .Jehan g ir had the M ujaddid

sum m on edtohis court,an dthe tw ohada free an dfran k discussion ,w hich con v in ced
Jehan g irthatthe M ujaddidhadn othin g person al ag ain stthe Kin g .This an n oyedthose
han g in g aroun dthe court,an dfrom n ow on they beg an tospreadalarm istrum ors that
the M ujaddid's m ov em en tw as a political on e,an d if itw as n otn ipped in the bud,it
w ouldresultin the dethron em en tof Jehan g ir.They saidthatthe factthathun dreds of
Gov ern m en tofficials,holdin g im portan tposts,w ere the follow ers of the M ujaddidw as
en oug h in dication thatthe M ujaddid w as creatin g a pow erful fron tag ain stthe Kin g ,
an dhe w ouldultim ately throw Jehan g iroutof pow er.A saf Jah,on e of the m in isters of

Jehan g ir,w asam on g those w hosupportedthisan alysisasbein g soun dan dcorrect,an d
persuadedthe Kin g totak e action ag ain stthe M ujaddid.Jehan g irthoug htitbettertobe
g uided by pruden ce an d n ottoig n ore such om in ous w arn in g s,an d he tran sferred or
deg radedm an y officersw how ere k n ow n tobe lean in g tow ardsthe M ujaddid.

O n ce ag ain ,Jehan g irhadthe M ujaddidsum m on edin tohis presen ce,an dhe w as ask ed
toprostrate him self before the Kin g ,as w as the custom .This w as in the year1618.The

M ujaddidw as n ottobe daun tedby royal displeasure,an din a firm v oice he replied,"I
prostrate m yself before n on e,butGod.H e Is the on ly on e w orthy of prostration .The
Kin g him self Is lik e m e,a m ere m an ,an dhe m ustalsoprostrate him self before God".56

Com m en tin g on the in ciden t.A llam a Iqbal in on e of hispoem shassaid:
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Gardan Na Jhuki Jiski Jehangir Ke Aagey

(B efore Jehan g irhe didrem on strate;B efore n on e butGodw ouldhe him self prostrate).

Jehan g ir,w how as accustom edtoim plicitobedien ce,w as an n oyedatw hathe thoug ht
w as an affron tto him by the M ujaddid in the presen ce of so m an y people.A royal
decree w as issued sen ten cin g the M ujaddid to im prison m en t,an d he w as sen tas a
prison ertoGw aliorS tate.There w as som e talk am on g his follow ers tostag e a political
rev oltag ain stJehan g ir.B uton com in g tok n ow of such attem pts,the M ujaddid w rote
from his prison cell to his follow ers thathis w as n ota political m ission .H e w as a

relig ious reform er,an dthe rig ors of jail life hav e n oeffecton him ,w hois w eddedtoa
n oble cause. A tim e w ill com e, he w rote, w hen he w ould be freed from jail. The
M ujaddidcon tin uedtodream of his m ission an dof his ultim ate v ictory.In prison ,the
dream s of the M ujaddid w ere n otcircum scribed by g eog raphical lim itation s of prison
w alls,n or w as the reality of prison -life a deterren ton the free exercise of his m in d.
Ev erythin g con ceiv ed in the solitude betw een prison w ails g en erates a pow erful in n er
con v iction ,w hich fin ds an outletin the exercise of a dom in an tw ill to liv e a life in

accordan ce w ith thatcon v iction .

The M ujaddid con tin ued to be con fin ed in Ujjain prison for tw o years,atthe en d of
w hich Jehan g ir beg an to be con v in ced thatthe M ujaddid w as m erely actuated by his
zeal for relig ious reform , an d there w as n othin g political in his m ov em en t. The
M ujaddid's im prison m en thurtthe feelin g s of M ahabatKhan ,the Gov ern or of Kabul,
w hoin v adedIn dia.A tJheium ,M ahabatKhan 's arm y cam e face toface w ith Jehan g ir's

arm y,an dthe Em perorw astak en prison er.The M ujaddidsen tin struction sfrom the jail
toM ahabatKhan tosetthe Em peror free,an d M ahabatKhan im m ediately obeyed the
orders of the M ujaddid.Thereafter,Jehan g irordered the M ujaddid tobe freed,an d at
the sam e tim e sen ta requestto the M ujaddid to com e an d stay for som e tim e w ith
Jehan g ir as his person al g uest.The M ujaddid putcertain con dition s,w hich Jehan g ir
m ustacceptan dim plem en t,before the M ujaddidcouldcon sen t.The Em peroraccepted
all these con dition s,on e of w hich w as thatn oon e w ould prostrate him self before the
Kin g .The M ujaddid w as on ce ag ain in the royal presen ce,an d on ce ag ain he did n ot

prostrate him self before Jehan g ir.B utthe Em peror w as n ow in a chasten ed m ood.H e
appreciated the reason in g behin d the M ujaddid's action .A close attachm en tbeg an to
g row in Jehan g ir's m in dtow ards the M ujaddid,w horem ain edw ith the Kin g foreig ht
years,durin g w hich tim e he triedhis besttosee thatJehan g irg av e up those teachin g s
w hich w ere ag ain stthe ten ets of Islam .The M ujaddid's follow in g g rew by leaps an d
boun ds, an d itis said thatJehan g ir's son . P rin ce Khurram , w ho later becam e the
Em perorS hah Jehan ,alsobecam e a disciple of the M ujaddid.57 "The M ujaddidbroug ht
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the Islam ic k in g dom of In dia back to Islam ...H e in duced the div in es of Islam to the
study of the Q uran an dHadith,w hich they hadn eg lectedsolon g ...H e establishedthat
the Din or relig ion an d n ottasawuf or m ysticism is the in dispen sable thin g for a

M uslim ".58

O f m iddle heig ht,the M ujaddid had a m ag n etic an d im posin g person ality.H e w as a
m an of delicate an dsen sitiv e n ature,an dw hen face toface w ith him ,on e couldn otbut
be con v in cedthathe w as a m an of culture an drefin em en t.O f brow n ish com plexion ,he
hada big pairof eyes thateloquen tly spok e of his extrem ely spiritual n ature.H e is said
tohav e hadlarg e han ds,butthin an delon g atedfin g ers.H e usedtobe alw ays dressed
in v ery sim ple clothes— a lon g w hite kurta,an d a w hite shalwar;a hug e w hite turban

alw ays adorn ed his head.59 H e w as a prolific w riter on relig ion an d m ysticism .M ore

fam ous of his w ork s are his epistles,of w hich he w rote ov ersix hun dred.These letters
are addressedtodifferen tperson s,atdifferen tperiodsof hislife,an dthey cov era w ide
ran g e of subjects.60

The M ujaddid foun dthe theory of Wahdat-i-Wujud larg ely acceptedby the M uslim s of
his tim e.A dv an cin g by stag es tothe pin n acle of sufism ,he rejectedWahdat-i-Wujud,the

rejection bein g based on his ow n person al experien ces as a sufi.A tfirsthe him self

believ edin this theory,an dfora lon g tim e he con tin uedtoadhere toit."A fterw ards a
n ew k in dof spiritual experien ce took holdof his soul,an dhe foun dthathe couldhold
Wahdat-i-Wujud n olon g er...A tlasthe hadtorejectitdefin itely,an ditw as rev ealedto
him thatWahdat-i-Wujud w as a low er stag e an d thathe had arriv ed ata hig her stag e,
n am ely,Zilliyat or adum bration ...Then the g race of God took him hig her up to the
hig heststag e,n am ely,Abdiyat orserv itude.Then he realizedthatAbdiyat orserv itude is

v ery hig h abov e all otherstag es".61 L ik e a true sufi,the M ujaddidev olv edfrom bein g a
m an of the w orld tobecom in g a God-in toxicated person ."There is n oexag g eration in

the statem en tthatitw as throug h his in fluen ce chatIslam ic m ysticism in creasin g ly
becam e a supporter of orthodoxy ...The S haik h's in fluen ce spread in to A fg han istan ,
Cen tral A sia an d the O ttom an Em pire in the W estan d M alaya an d In don esia in the
East".62 The fin al stag e of Abdiyat hadm ade him free from bon dag e toev erythin g except
A llah."The relation betw een m an an d God is,accordin g tothe M ujaddid,thatof Abd
an d Ma'bud or the w orshipper an d the w orshipped".63 The v ig orous adv ocacy of his

doctrin es w on the M ujaddidm an y follow ers,an dhe hadw on forhim self an im m ortal

place am on g the g reatrelig ious reform ers of the w orld of Islam . "The call of the

58
The Mujaddid's Conception of Tawhid, Dr. Burhan Ahmad Faruqui, pp. 18-19.

59
Mujaddid-ul-Azam, Mahmed Halim, Shua-a-Adab, Lahore. pp. 154-156.

60
Ibid. pp. 158-180.

61
The Mujaddid's Conception of Tewhid, Dr. Burhan Ahmed Faruqui. p. 56.

62
The Muslim Community of the Indo-Pakistan Subcontinent, Dr. I. H. Qureshi, p. 152.

63
The Mujaddid's Conception of Tawhid, Dr. Burhan Ahmed Faruqui. p. 92.



Our Freedom Fighters (1562-1947) Twenty One Great Lives; Copyright © www.sanipanhwar.com 24

M ujaddidtoall M usalm an s an dIslam icm ystics is aw ay from P lotin us an dhishostan d
back toM uham m ad."64

The M ujaddidw asn ow 63.A ftersayin g hisIdu-Zuha prayers,he cam e hom e,lay in his

bed an d said,"M y tim e is draw in g n ear.I m ustdeparton m y lastjourn ey".B esides
others,hischildren ,sev en son san dthree daug hters,w ere n earhim .H e beg an toexhort
them thatev en afterhis death they shouldcon tin ue topass theirliv es on the true P ath
of Islam ;thatthey should fear on ly God,an d n o other pow er.A lon g an d hard life
spread ov er a n um ber of years dev oted to relig ious reform s had w eak en ed his
con stitution . H e w as utterly exhausted physically. It w as Tuesday, the 29th of
N ov em ber, 1624. The M ujaddid w as experien cin g g reatdifficulty in breathin g . H e
ask ed those n ear him tolay him on the g roun d,his head bein g in the direction of the

Kaaba,H e closedhiseyesan dw assoon lostin prayer.H isbreathin g becam e heav y an d
m ore an dm ore difficult.O n his lips w as the n am e of God.P eacefully he passedaw ay
thatday,leav in g behin dhim a deathless leg en d— a leg en dof dedication tothe cause of
Islam .
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SHAH WALIULLAH

(1704—1763)

The M og hul Em pire hadprog ressedfrom stren g th tostren g th forabout150 years after

its establishm en tin In dia an din thatperiodreacheda hig h deg ree of cen tralization .Its
subjects,both H in dus an d M uslim s,ow ed loyalty tothe Em peror,w hose orders w ere
obeyedasthey w ere heldtobe the com m an dsof a person holdin g the hig hestauthority
in the lan d.S olon g as this attitude prev ailed,the in teg ration an dpow erof the Em pire
w ere assured.A uran g zeb w as n ow the Em peroratD elhi,an dhe w as the repository of
the pow ers v ested in the cen tral authority. H e w as "m ag n ificen t in his public
appearan ces,sim ple in his priv ate habits,dilig en tin busin ess,exactin his relig ious
observ an ces,an eleg an tletter-w riter,an d ev er ready w ith choice passag es from the

Kuran ".65 A fter his death in 1707, the M og hul Em pire had en tered its period of
decaden ce an dw as in the process of disin teg ration .The history of the M og hul Em pire
from thatperiod on w ards presen ts a dism al picture of ruin , broug htaboutby an
im possible thirst for in trig ue an d treachery. O f the six em perors that succeeded
A uran g zeb,tw ow ere un der the thum b of Zulfiqar A li Khan ,a g en eral w hok n ew n o
scruples,an dfour w ere w illin g tools in the han ds of a couple of political adv en turers,
the S ayyidbrothers.

D eterioration an d disin teg ration had setin ,an d in 1720 N izam ul M ulk succeeded in
securin g the D eccan from the con trol of the cen tral authority atD elhi.The Gov ern orof
O udh,a P ersian m erchan tby orig in ,established his ow n dyn asty,in depen den tof the
con trol of the Em peror atD elhi."The H in du subjects of the Em pire w ere atthe sam e
tim e assertin g their in depen den ce".66 The S ik hs w ere risin g as a pow er tobe reck on ed
w ith. "The M arathas hav in g en forced their claim to black m ail (chauth) throug hout
S outhern In dia."67 forced the Em peror to ag ree to the cession of M alw a,Gujratan d

O rissa.The Rohillas w ere soon tosetupin depen den tchieftain ships.The w eak en in g of
the cen tral authority hada dam ag in g effecton the econ om iclife of the Em pire,w hose
rev en ues beg an todw in dle atan alarm in g rate.S ecurity on the roads w hile trav ellin g ,
soessen tial forthe free flow of trade an din dustry,hadbeen badly affected,an dthis in
turn ten ded todepress the econ om ic prosperity of the people,g iv in g rise toa serious
law an d order problem .The m ig hty Em pire of the M og huls,so assiduously builtup,
w as falterin g , an d, splitup in to frag m en ts, ithad lostits certain ty to successfully

oppose en croachm en ts on its territories from its extern al foes,an d on its pow ers from
in tern al foes.Ev eryon e w as con cern edm ore w ith accum ulation of priv ate w ealth,than
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w ith the accum ulation of n ation al pow er an d g lory.N oblem en an d politician s w ere
in trig uin g w ith the en em ies of the realm ,in ordertosqueeze outcertain adv an tag es for
them selv es, in case the in trig ue an d the adv en ture succeeded. "N on e of them w as
w illin g toface the M arathas an dthey m in tedexcuses w hen orderedtoproceedag ain st

the recalcitran tRaja of Jodhpur."68 The exam ple setby the upper echelon s of society
w ere prov in g tobe con tag ious,an dthe com m on people w ere in fectedby the m alady of
lack of loyalty an da g en eral feelin g of dem oralization .

Tow ards the en d of the sev en teen th cen tury,sectarian an tag on ism had created a g ulf
betw een v arious sects of Islam in In dia,the in ev itable con sequen ce of w hich w as thatit
w as difficultfor the M uslim Em peror to k eep his g rip ov er his subjects,w ho w ere
prepon deran tly n on -M uslim ."The rag g edn ess of character,the determ in ation an d the

w ill tom eetan dov ercom e all adm in istrativ e an dpolitical difficulties,w ere n olon g erat
the lev el achiev ed in the periods w hen the Em pire w as still in the process of
expan sion ."69 This an tag on ism haden abledopen hostility tocreepin ,an dthe M uslim s
of In dia w ere a house div ided ag ain stitself,an d the foun dation an d fabric of M uslim
rule stood badly shak en .To add to this difficulty,there existed social an d econ om ic
causes,w hich alsow ork ed totheirdetrim en t.B eg in n in g as a sm all m in ority,M uslim s
had in creased in n um bers, butthis adv an tag e had been m ore than offsetby the

disadv an tag es itproduced,breedin g as itdiddiv ision an dquarrels,ratherthan g iv in g
birth to stren g th throug h un ity.The patron ag e exten ded to M uslim s had resulted in
acceleratin g the prosperity of M uslim zam in dars,n oblem en ,w ork ers an d artisan s,but
the dispersal of w ealth am on g the v arious sectors of society n ot bein g ev en ly
distributed,this patron ag e had accen tuated m al-distribution of w ealth,brin g in g in its
w ak e ev il con sequen cesof its ow n m ak in g .The decaden tcon dition sthatw ere apparen t
to ev ery eye atthe beg in n in g of the eig hteen th cen tury had broug htto the surface
chaotictren ds,an dthe en tire edifice of the on etim e g lorious Em pire w as screen edby a

blin din g fog of social,political,adm in istrativ e an decon om icdisorder.Those w how ere
supposedtorun the Gov ern m en tm achin ery,thereby en surin g justice an dfairplay,law
an d order,econ om ic prosperity an d social cohesion ,had deg raded them selv es to the
lev el of parasites,w hofatten edtheirperson al pow er,tothe uttern eg lectof theirduties
an d respon sibilities. Un der such con dition s, tyran n y ov er poor an d un fortun ate
m em bers of society w as the orderof the day,an dbribery an dextortion ,fav oritism an d
n epotism ,w ere the dem on s thatstalk edthe lan d.The M uslim s w ere as m uch subjectto

these hum iliation s an dtyran n ies as the H in dus,an dthe person s thatheldthe w hip of
authority in theirhan ds lashedthe back s of both w ith equal ferocity."The M uslim s had
n oton ly losttheir leaders; they had losttheir in teg ration . From a w ell in teg rated
com m un ity,they haddeg en eratedin toa helplesscrow d".70
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W hen a rulin g class is ben ton forcin g obedien ce from their subordin ates,then they in
actual factare destroyin g the g row th of in tellig en ce an d self-respectam on g their
peoples.This briefly sum s up the relation ship thatsubsisted atthis tim e betw een the
classes an d the m asses.The edifice of social in teg ration an d un ity am on g the M uslim s

of In dia w as builton the foun dation of a com m on faith,Islam ,w ithoutw hich itw ould
certain ly topple ov er. W hen spiritual con fusion blurs the v ision of a people, their
political disin teg ration ,in v ariably,follow s soon .Itis,therefore,thatloyalty toa leader
an drelig ious en thusiasm hav e atm an y periods of history prov edtobe the bestm ean s
of preserv in g social cohesion an d in teg ration . A g reem en tam on g a people ten ds to
in crease cooperation am on g them ,an d those thatare in ag reem en tin their relig ious
belief are better able to w ork in harm on y than those thatare quarrellin g ov er their
beliefs.A tsuch a tim e,som etim es,a relig ious reform ertak es upon him self the duty of

brin g in g aboutun ity am on g his co-relig ion ists ov eressen tials,leav in g each side free to
differon n on -essen tials.H istoriccauses ten dtoan sw ertheirow n n eeds,an dsoitw as
forthe M uslim s of In dia atthe beg in n in g of the eig hteen th cen tury.The tim es criedout
loud for a ben ev olen tan d bold relig ious reform er w ho could on ce ag ain brin g about
un ity am on g the M uslim s to g iv e a un ited fron tto the com m on foe,an d the tim es
producedsuch a g reaton e in the person of S hah W aliullah.

The place an ddate of his birth are a m atterof con trov ersy,an dhistorian s an dscholars
con tin ue to differ. "H e w as born in a sm all v illag e n am ed P ulth, in D istrict
M uzaffarg arh,U.P ."71 W hereas an other authority says,"H e w as born in D elhi in 1703
(1114 A .H .)".72 D r.I.H .Q ureshi w rites,"H e w as born in 1703,"73 w hile Jalban i w rites
thatS hah W aliullah "w as born on the 4th of S haw w al,1114/1702".O n the otherhan d,
Al-Rahim of February,1968,a m ag azin e published by the S hah W aliullah A cadem y of

H yderabad(W estP ak istan )g iv es the yearof his birth as 1704.The orig in al n am e g iv en
tohim atthe tim e of his birth w as Q utubuddin ."The n am e W aliullah w as g iv en tohim

by his father w hoprobably hav in g foun d in him true sig n s of 'the frien d of God'had
g iv en him such a n am e".74

S hah W aliullah w as of illustrious paren tag e;he w rites in his book ,Anfas-al-Arfin,that

his fam ily traces its lin eag e from H azratUm ar, the secon d Caliph. H is forefathers
m ig ratedtoIn dia,an dthey are saidtohav e been m ostly occupiedin the profession of
soldierin g .75 S hah W aliullah'sg ran dfather,S hah W ajuddin w asan officerin the arm y of

A uran g zeb.In on e of the battlesbetw een the im perial forcesan dthose of the en em iesof
the em pire,S hah W ajuddin is reported to hav e show n exception al brav ery,ridin g on
his horse, pen etratin g in to the thick form ation of elephan ts in the defen ses of the
en em y,an dk illin g m an y w ith hissw ord.O n an otheroccasion ,sin g le-han dedhe foug ht
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three Rajputsan dk illedall of them .76 Un lik e hisan cestors,the fatherof S hah W aliullah,
S hah A bdur Rahim ,had n o heartin soldierin g as a career,g iv in g up the sw ord an d
tak in g in his han d the pen tow rite book s.H e w as deeply relig ious an d spen tm ostof
his tim e in relig ious studies.77 A lthoug h S hah W aliullah w as n ota profession al soldier,

he hadin heritedthe m artial spiritfrom his an cestors an dhe w ouldstan dhis g roun din
the face of g reatadv ersity.O n e day,w hile he w as g oin g to Fathehpuri M asjid alon g
w ith a few of his frien ds,his en em ies setag ain sthim som e hired trouble-m ak ers to
assaulthim . The fig htw as un equal, m an y pitched ag ain sta few , butS hah S ahib
acceptedthe challen g e.H isbrav ery w on the day,an dhisadv ersariesran aw ay in fear.78

S hah A bdur Rahim w as a deeply relig ious m an , a sufi an d a scholar. W hen som e
learn ed m en atthe courtof A lam g ir w ere preparin g a v olum in ous book , Fatawa-e-

Alamgiri,S hah A bdurRahim w as closely associatedw ith the project.B uthis heartw as

in his book s,an d he leftthe royal atm osphere of the courtin order toliv e in his ow n
w orldof m editation an dstudies.W ork in g w ith sin g le-m in deddev otion ,he established
a school M adrasah-e-Rahim yah,w here he dev otedly taug htthe pupils thatthron g ed
the portals of his school. H e w as n otan extrem istin his relig ious v iew s, an d his
searches in the realm of sufism had m ellow ed his thin k in g ,m ak in g his teachin g s the
v oice of sy n thesis rather than thatof an tithesis."The essen ce of the teachin g s of S hah

A bdurRahim an dhisbrotherw asan efforttodiscov era path,w hich couldbe trav ersed
tog etherby M uslim philosophers an dthe M uslim jurists".79 H is w ise teachin g s an dhis
attitude of toleran ce deeply im pressed the m in ds of those thatcam e to study un der
him .D ue to the decaden tcon dition of the M og hul court,S hah A bdur Rahim m ade
certain political prediction s, w hich hav e been carefully recorded by his son , S hah
W aliullah,an dm an y of these prov edtobe true.

S hah W aliullah spen this early years studyin g un der his father,w ho g roun ded him

thoroug hly in the Q uran an d H adith.In fluen ced by his father's precepts an d practice,
he started offerin g prayers an d fastin g reg ularly from a v ery early ag e.A the ag e of
fourteen ,he hadcom pletedhis studies in M adrasah-i-Rahim yah in the Q uran ,H adith,
Fiqah,P hilosophy an d Jurispruden ce an d had alsoacquired som e basic k n ow ledg e of
m edicin e.80 H is father foun d the youn g S hah W aliullah n ow com peten ten oug h to
im partk n ow ledg e to others, an d S hah W aliullah w as en g ag ed as a teacher in his
father's colleg e,bein g the youn g estm em berof the staff.H e con tin ued as a teacher for

abouttw elv e years,an dthese prov edtobe of g reatben efittohim ,equippin g him fully
for the g reatrole thathe w as to play for the relig ious ren aissan ce of the M uslim s of
In dia."W hen Iw asfiv e,this faquir en teredschool.A tsev en m y fathertaug htm e namaz,

an d Istarted fastin g durin g the m on ths of Ram zan .B y then Ihad com pleted readin g
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the H oly Q uran .A tfourteen ,atthe in stan ce of m y father,Icam e tobe m arried.Itw as
tooearly form arriag e.A tfifteen ,Im ade baiat atthe han ds of m y father,w hoin itiated
m e in tothe fascin atin g study of sufism ,particularly in the Naqshbandi silsilah.M y father
in v ited m e to teach athis madresah,w hen I w as sev en teen .I con tin ued to teach for

tw elv e years,durin g w hich Ialsoen g ag edm yself in acquirin g a g oodg roun din g in all
bran chesof learn in g ".81

A tthis tim e,he w as ov erpow eredby a desire tov isitthe H ijaz,in ordertoperform the
H aj,an dsohe took a boatan dw as on his w ay toM ecca an dM edin a.D ue tohis soun d
an d com prehen siv e education he w as already a g ood scholar of Islam ,an d he look ed
upon his v isitto the H ijaz as on e m ore opportun ity to pursue his studies further.H e
stayed in thatcoun try for aboutfourteen m on ths,an d perform ed the H aj tw ice.H is

thirstfor k n ow ledg e took him tom an y scholars of Islam iclearn in g ,buthe decided to
acceptS haik h A bu Tahirbin Ibrahim of M edin a as his teacher,m en toran dg uide.The
S haik h w as a m an of v astk n ow ledg e an dprofoun din sig ht,an dhe discov eredin S hah
W aliullah a pupil of g reatprom ise.The pupil w as dev otedtohis teacher,an dthe latter
dev eloped a special lik in g for his pupil.S hah W aliullah records aboutthe S haik h,"H e
w as g ifted w ith the v irtues of the g odly faith,lik e piety,in depen den ce of judg m en t,
dev otion ,attachm en ttok n ow ledg e,an dfairn ess in con trov ersy.Ev en in m in orm atters

of doubthe w ouldn otofferan y opin ion ,un til he hadpon dereddeeply,an dcheck edup
all referen ces".H av in g been taug htan din fluen cedby his fatheran dS haik h A bu Tahir,
w how ere both m en of broad sym pathies an d im bued w ith a spiritof toleran ce,S hah
W aliullah's m in d w as in fluen ced in his m ostim pression able years on the sam e lin es.
This w as to be of im m en se ben efitto him ,an d his w ork an d teachin g s w ere to g iv e
proof of the catholicity of hisrelig iousv iew s."D urin g hisstay atM ecca,S hah W aliullah
saw a v ision in w hich the H oly P rophetblessed him w ith the g ood tidin g s thathe
w ould be in strum en tal in the org an ization of a section of the M uslim com m un ity".82

In dia w as in a state of socio-econ om ican dpolitical turm oil,an dlife an dproperty w ere
in con stan tjeopardy.S om e of his relativ es w rote letters tohim ,en treatin g him n otto
return to In dia,bur to be perm an en tly settled in the H ijaz.S hah W aliullah could n ot
listen tothese en treaties.H e felthe hada m ission toperform ,an dthatthe cen tre from
w here he could dissem in ate his m essag e w as D elhi.Recordin g his im pression s about
his stay in the H ijaz,S hah W aliullah w rites,"D urin g m y stay in the H ijaz,Im etm an y
learn edan din terestin g person s.Iw asfortun ate in bein g a disciple of S haik h A bu Tahir,

w ho v ery k in dly taug htm e in m an y bran ches of learn in g .I perform ed the H aj on ce
ag ain atthe en dof the year,1145 A .H .,an dreachedhom e safe an dsoun don a Friday,
the fourteen th".83 B ack hom e,he w asdeterm in edtoem bark on hislife'sw ork toaw ak en
the M uslim s of In dia tothe realities of their fallen situation ."H e return ed toD elhi on
9th July,1732".84
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In addition to teachin g athis father's school,M adrasah-e-Rahim yah,S hah W aliullah
n ow dev otedm uch of his tim e tow ritin g ,w hich he con tin uedun til the en dof his life,
w ith the resultthatw e hav e n um erous book s w ritten by him on a n um berof subjects.

H e w asg iftedw ith a robustcon stitution ,an dw ascapable of w ritin g forlon g hoursata
stretch w ithouttirin g ."O n ce he satdow n tow ork after ishraq,he w ouldn otchan g e his

posture till m id-day.H e w asrarely ill".85

H is fam e as a relig ious teacher of a v ery hig h order spread far an d w ide,an d the
Em perorM uham m adS hah,in ack n ow ledg em en tof the g reatw ork bein g don e by S hah
W aliullah,g ifted M adrasah-e-Rahim ya w ith a spacious buildin g w ithin the fortified
w alls of D elhi.B esides bein g a v ersatile scholar,S hah W aliullah pon dereddeeply ov er

the social, econ om ic an d political problem s of the M uslim s of In dia an d, hav in g a
sen sitiv e m in d thatw as k een ly aliv e toM uslim sufferin g ,he w as deeply disturbed at
the fallen con dition of his co-relig ion ists. H e foun d in div iduals com prisin g M uslim
society extrem ely self-cen tered an d k een on person al ag g ran dizem en tto the utter
exclusion of the in terests of the n ation as a w hole.The w eak en ed fabric of the social
orderhadresultedin m oral deg en eration ,the w orstcon sequen ce of w hich w as thatthe
M uslim s con tin ued existen ce in theirlittle g roov es,quite obliv ious of the dan g ers that

obv iously lay ahead of them .S hah W aliullah w as aliv e to these perils,an d he n ow
dev oted him self tok in dlin g the lig htof aw ak en in g ,sothatthe M uslim s m ay becom e
aw are of these dan g ers,an d prepare to m eetthe challen g e of the tim es.Itw as about
sev en years thathe hadreturn ed,w hen N adirS hah in v adedIn dia,an dhis trium phan t
arm y sack edD elhi fora n um berof days."In dia receiv edsuch a crushin g defeatatthe
han ds of N adir thatthe lik e of itcan n otbe foun d in history.D elhi lay exposed tothe
pillag e an d sav ag ery of N adir an d the atrocities com m itted by the in v adin g hordes
w en tto such an exten tthatthe respectable fam ilies had m ade up their m in ds to
perform jauhar (burn in g on eself). S hah S ahib, how ev er,w en tto prev en tthem from

doin g so by n arratin g to them the story of Im am H usain .In fact,som e tw en ty years
before the dev astation of D elhi in the year 1131 A .H .,after the cruel m urder of P rin ce
Farruk h-S air,the coun try hadturn edin toa v eritable hell.There w as n osecurity an dn o
orderan yw here".86 The people of D elhifoun dlife un bearable,in secure an dhum iliatin g .
"Frequen tpan icam on g the citizen s w hen ev eran y attack w as expected,the flig htof the
rich,the closin g of the shops,the lootin g of the un protected houses by the ruffian s of

the city population w ho took adv an tag e of the public alarm an d con fusion ;the utter
spoliation of the peasan try an d the ruin of the surroun din g v illag es by org an ized
hordes of brig an ds orsoldiers outforag in g an dcon sequen tfam in e prices in the capital;
the in curable in trig ue,in efficien cy an dm oral decay of the im perial court".87
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This w as the pitiable state of the cen tral authority atD elhi,an dsuch w as the m iserable
lotof the M uslim s of D elhi.S hah W aliullah haddev elopeda sen tim en tal attachm en tto
thatcity,an d his m in d w as ag g riev ed atthe sufferin g of the M uslim s of his day an d,
w hile other m in ds w ere strick en w ith despon den cy an d terror,S hah W aliullah faced

them boldly.H is an alytical m in d beg an toan alyze the causes thathad broug htabout
this sad state of affairs,an d he w as already form ulatin g bold policies w hich he w ould
lik e toplace before the M uslim s tofollow ,if they w an tedtobrin g abouttheirspiritual
an dm aterial reg en eration .

H e beg an tow rite open letters tothe M og hul rulers,bitterly criticizin g them for their
in efficien cy, in dolen ce an d corruption , callin g upon them to g iv e up their life of
selfishn ess an d to m an fully shoulder the burden of their respon sibility in a spiritof

rig hteousn ess.P leasures pursued by them w ould lead them to a tem porary paradise,
an d then w ould follow the in ev itable n em esis of history."O h A m irs,do you n otfear
God?You hav e socom pletely throw n yourself in tothe pursuitof m om en tary pleasures,
an dhav e n eg lectedthose people w hoare com m ittedtoyourcare.The resultis thatthe
stron g are dev ourin g the w eak people ...A ll yourm en tal faculties are directedtow ards
prov idin g yourselv es w ith sum ptuous foodan dsoft-sk in n edan dbeautiful w om en for
en joym en tan d pleasure. You do n otturn your atten tion to an ythin g exceptg ood

clothes an dm ag n ificen tpalaces".88 S hah W aliullah alsoaddressedthe M uslim soldiers,
ridiculin g them forliv in g a life of ease an din forg ettin g toin culcate w ithin them selv es
the spiritof Jihad.H e criticized them for their un -Islam ic practices,such as drin k in g
w in e an d oppressin g the people in order toextortm on ies from them .To the artisan s
an d w ork ers an d peasan ts,S hah W aliullah g av e a m essag e of aw ak en in g ,sayin g that
they m ustrealize thaton theirefforts depen dedthe econ om icprosperity of the n ation ,
an d, therefore, they m ust dev ote all their atten tion to their w ork in a spirit of
dedication , to the utter exclusion of im m oral pleasures."S pen d your m orn in g s an d

ev en in g sin prayer.D ev ote the m ajorpartof the day toy ourprofession al w ork .A lw ays
k eep yourexpen diture less than yourin com e.W hatev eryou sav e,you m ustspen don
helpin g trav elers an d the n eedy.Keep som ethin g in reserv e for un foreseen expen ses
an d sudden calam ities".89 A t a tim e w hen m oral v alues w ere at a discoun t, the
exhortation sof S hah W aliullah cam e asthe v oice of m oral reg en eration .

H is open letters tothe prin ces,tothe arm y,tothe m asses in g en eral rev eal a burn in g

desire w ithin him torouse the M uslim s from theirletharg y,an dbrin g them back from
the path of sin an ddev iation tothe path of utility an drig hteousn ess.H isin sisten ce w as
on the them e thatthe M uslim s learn todistin g uish betw een thin g s w hich are en join ed
upon them by Islam an d those thatare forbidden by relig ion .H e w as con fiden tthat
un til an dun less ev ery M uslim prov es him self tobe a useful citizen ,earn in g an hon est
liv in g ,look in g after his w ife an d children ,an d puttin g som e sav in g s from his w ell-
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earn edin com e in tothe n ation al pool,political life of the n ation w ouldbe frag ile,pron e
tosn ap atthe slig htesttouch of calam ity an d adv ersity.A healthy m in d can on ly liv e
an d flourish in a healthy body, sim ilarly a healthy society can prog ress on ly by a
healthy an dhon estliv in g .

The g reatn ess of the w ork an dteachin g s of a fig ure of history m ustbe exam in edin the
lig htof con dition s prev ailin g w hen those statem en ts w ere m ade.Keepin g this in m in d,
on e can n otbutadm ire the courag e of con v iction of this g reatreform erof society,w ho
w as n otafraidtotell the truth tothe people.H e w ouldn otcrin g e before Em perors for
fav or,orbe afraidtotell them of theirfaults,in theircon ductasrulersof the people.H is
g reatn ess as a fearless cham pion of w hatw as g oodforthe people an dforthe rulers is
born e outby the follow in g excerptfrom on e of his book s:"The state isin a state of ruin ,

due totw om ain reason s.First,itis due tothe pressure on the publictreasury.P eople
extortfrom the publictreasury m on ey w ithouthav in g putin a correspon din g serv ice to
the public. They justify itby sayin g either thatthey w ere soldiers or ulema, an d,

therefore,they hav e a claim on the public treasury.O r they claim thatthey belon g to
thatg roupof society on w hom the Kin g con fers rew ards.Forin stan ce,people w hocall
them selv es superior poets or som e other g roups,w ho receiv e em olum en ts,w ithout
ren derin g an y serv ice tothe S tate.Those people dim in ish the source of other people's

in com e an dare a burden on the econ om y".90 This w as a terrible in dictm en tof the state
of affairs prev ailin g in those days.S hah W aliullah con tin ues,"The secon dcourse of this
w idespread desolation is the crushin g taxation on peasan ts,m erchan ts,an d w ork ers,
an d un fair an d un justdealin g s w ith these g roups.The con sequen ces of this are that
those thatare loyal tothe S tate an dobey its orders are bein g slow ly im pov erishedan d
ruin ed.Those thatin dulg e in tax ev asion are becom in g m ore an dm ore in corrig ible,an d
they con tin ue their n efarious practice of n otpayin g an y taxes. The prosperity of a
coun try is lin k edw ith a system of taxation w hich is lig ht,bearable,an djust,sothatthe

n ecessary appoin tm en ts couldbe m ade in the arm y an din the adm in istration .This is a
factthatpeople m ustn ecessarily un derstan d".91

H isteachin g san dhislettersw ere atfirstig n ored,butasthey becam e m ore pron oun ced
an d m ore persisten t,they beg an to be respected.S hah W aliullah w as n otcon cern ed
w ith the question w hether his teachin g s w ere brin g in g abouta chan g e or n ot.L ik e a
true reform er,he k epton sen din g outhis m essag es an d his w arn in g s.The Jats w ere

threaten in g the prestig e of the em pire,an dS hah W aliullah w rote tothe Em peror,"The
Jatstron g holds should be broug htun der con trol an d a lesson should be taug httothe
m iscrean ts,sothatthere m ay be n orecurren ce of such disturban ces".In an other letter
he w rote, "D elhi has suffered a cataclysm . The Jats plun dered old D elhi. The
Gov ern m en tw as too w eak to defeatthem an d to crush them an d to prev en ttheir
depredation s. They plun dered the people. They v iolated their hon or. They putthe
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houses on fire".92 In an otherletterhe w arn s the Em perorn ottobe in the clutches of his
g ov ern ors,n ortog iv e jagirs tomansubdars.Those thatare traitorstothe com m un ity an d

tothe coun try shouldbe sev erely dealtw ith,an dtheirproperties con fiscated.Reform s
should be in troducedin the org an ization of the arm y,an d the soldiers should be paid

reg ularly an d prom ptly. A satisfied arm y is a g reatn ation al asset. Those holdin g
relig ious offices,such as kazis an d imams,should be free from blem ish,an d those of

them w hoare g uilty of corruption shouldbe dism issedim m ediately.

S hah W aliullah had n o lov e or respectfor the effete an d corruptEm perors,buthe
realized thatitw as on ly w hen the cen tral authority w as fair an d stron g thatstability
an dprosperity couldbe m ain tain ed.H is m ission couldon ly succeedif there w as peace
in the lan d,political turm oil an d political plots w ould jeopardize the success of his

m ission .S ohe w en ton w ritin g letters,adv isin g the rulers w hatthey should do."The
stren g then in g of the M ug hal Em pire w as,how ev er,on ly on e of the m ean s toan en d.
H is real aim w as the establishm en tof a socio-political structure on the lin es an d
tradition sof early Islam ".93

The plig htof the M uslim s w as pitiable in deed,an dtheirsocial life w as in a deplorable
state of disun ion .The H in dus con trolledan dm an ipulatedGov ern m en tm achin ery an d

its adm in istrativ e policies, althoug h the titular head of Gov ern m en tw as a M uslim .
P rosperity seem ed to g rav itate an d in filtrate in to the coffers of the H in dus, w hile
pov erty an dhun g erhow ledin M uslim hom es.

L ik e m an y others thathav e w ork edin the field,S hah W aliullah believ edthatw ithouta
literary an d in tellectual ren aissan ce itw ould be difficult,if n otim possible,to brin g
abouta political reg en eration of the M uslim s.H e alsobeliev ed,basically speak in g ,that
a society thatisdiv idedw ithin itself can n othope torise an dg iv e a leadtoothers.These

w ere the g oals tow hich his life an dw ork cam e tobe dedicatedfrom n ow on .H e w en t
on w ritin g tirelessly literature thatw ould k in dle the n ecessary spark of m oral an d
political aw ak en in g .In those days of poorm ean s of com m un ication ,he thoug htitbest
totrain a dev otedban dof w ork ers throug h w hom he couldspreadhis m essag e tothe
M uslim m asses.In on e of his w ritin g s he w arn edthe M uslim s,"The M uslim s of D elhi
an d of other places hav e suffered som uch an d sooften ,they hav e been pillag ed an d
plun dered sofrequen tly,thatthe k n ife has n ow beg un totouch the bon es".94 N ation al

calam ities an d defeats,w hen essen tial com m odities of life g o un derg roun d,ten d to
shootup their prices.This w as the case in his tim e in D elhi.Food-g rain s w ere scarce
an d their prices had g on e sk y hig h."Ev en m edicin es becam e v ery dear an d scan ty on
accoun tof the exaction s of the M arathas".95 Con cern ed an d w orried atthis state of
affairs,w hich heaped hardships on the populace,S hah W aliullah w rote to A saf Jah,
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"P lease exertyour in fluen ce to check the risin g tren d of prices. S top the lootan d
plun der thatis g oin g on all roun d".96 H e also adv ised the rulers to k eep an effectiv e
prev en tiv e force in all places,sothatthe forces of disruption an d an ti-socialism could
be effectiv ely crushed,w ithoutw hich itw ould be w ell n ig h im possible tobrin g about

the econ om ic prosperity of the n ation .In this reg ard S hah W aliullah prov ed to be a
reform er,w ho w as cen turies ahead of the tim es in w hich he liv ed.H e liv ed in the
eig hteen th cen tury,butin his outlook on an d approach tothe problem s of his ag e he
belon g s tothe tw en tieth cen tury.H is v oice w as the v oice of a v ision ary,w hois able to
see abov e the dustan d din of con tem porary con fusion the approachin g sceptre of
defeatan dchaos,if boldrem edial m easuresare n otim m ediately tak en .

W hile he exhortedthe k in g s an dprin ces tobe aw are of theirrespon sibilities,he equally

forcefully w arn edthe m asses tobe con scious of theirduties,before they coulddem an d
their rig hts. W ith this en d in v iew he persuaded the soldiers, w ork ers, peasan ts,
busin essm en an d artisan s that they m ust, throug h their con tin ued efforts, w ork
un itedly forthe solidarity,in teg rity an dprosperity of the n ation .A bov e all,they m ust
hav e faith in them selv esan din theirfuture.O n ly a people thathav e faith in theirfuture
can reg ain theirm oral an dm aterial freedom .L iv in g in an ag e plag uedan ddom in ated
by person al authoritativ e rule of k in g s,he w as brav e en oug h toexpose theirm isdeeds

an d m istak es,an d by in sistin g on the rig hts an d opportun ities for all,he prov ed tobe
politically as prog ressiv e as an y m odern dem ocrat.Itis a sig n of his prog ressiv e v iew
on socio-political problem s,w hen itis rem em beredthathe thun deredw ith the v oice of
a reform erin thatfar-off periodthatw ithouta happy,con ten tedan dw ell-look edafter
labor force production w ould suffer,thus jeopardizin g the econ om ic w ellbein g of the
n ation .H e dem an ded a fair deal for w ork ers an d for peasan ts in the days w hen they
w ere look ed upon as m erely deaf an d dum b driv en cattle. "Excessiv e taxation on
peasan ts,m erchan ts an dartisan s,those thatproduce w ealth— ruin s a n ation ".97 "If you

allow w ealth tobe accum ulatedin the han ds of a particularclass,you are in citin g social
discon ten tm en tan d chaos".98 H e w as both a relig ious reform er an d an adv an ced
political thin k er."The task before the m odern M uslim isim m en se.H e hastorethin k the
w hole system of Islam w ithoutcom pletely forg ettin g the past.P erhaps the firstM uslim
w hofeltthe urg e of the n ew spiritin him isS hah W aliullah of D elhi".99

S hah W aliullah alw ays thoug htahead of his tim es, an d w as in thatrespecta true

v ision ary an d pion eer.The H oly Q uran w as the book of God in the A rabic lan g uag e,
an ditw ouldbe besttostudy itin thatlan g uag e.B utthose thatw ere n otw ell v ersedin
thatlan g uag e w ould n otbe in the sam e adv an tag eous position as those w ho could
un derstan d A rabic.S hah W aliullah w as far-sig hted en oug h to believ e thatthe H oly
Q uran m ustbe tran slated in other lan g uag es for the ben efitof those w ho could n ot
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follow itin the orig in al."S in ce the literary lan g uag e of the period w as P ersian ,m an y
M uslim coun tries w ere n otthoroug hly con v ersan tw ith the con ten ts of the H oly
B ook ".100 Itw as a boldcon ception ,an dhe m atchedhis con ception w ith his deeds.Fiv e
years after his return from the H ijaz,he un dertook the task of tran slation of the H oly

Q uran in P ersian ,a task n othithertoun dertak en by an yon e in the lon g history of Islam .
Itw as a pion eerin g w ork of g reatim portan ce."S hah W aliullah w ouldhav e occupieda
hig h place in the relig ioushistory of M uslim In dia if he haddon e n othin g besidesbein g
the firsttran slatorof the Q uran ,buthe didm uch m ore".101

S hah W aliullah w as a prolificw riter,hav in g w ritten tw en ty-six an d tw en ty-fiv e m ajor
w ork sin P ersian an dA rabic,respectiv ely,besidesm an y m in orw ork s.A m on g these his
Maktubat rev eal a m in dthatis un afraidof prin ces an dk in g s;they rev eal a soul thirsty

torouse the M uslim s toplay their heroic role as the follow ers of the g reatP rophetof
Islam .H is teachin g s hav e a catholicity in theirapproach totheolog ical problem s,as he
w as eag er to w ork for M uslim un ity an d M uslim solidarity.B esides his m on um en tal
tran slation of the H oly Q uran in P ersian ,his Hujatullah-ul-Balighah in A rabic is in a
sen se a v eritable en cyclopedia of relig ious scien ce.H is w ork s also dealtw ith Hadith,

S un n a an d Islam ic Jurispruden ce.The father an d un cle of S hah W aliullah w ere w ell
k n ow n sufis,an d he learn tfrom them the m ysteries of m ysticism .H ow ev er,he w as
ag ain stsuch teachin g s of Tasawuf as ten dedtom ak e M uslim s decaden t."A n dthe n ext

w asiyatis thatyou should n oten trustyour affairs to an d becom e disciples of those
sain ts,w ho are practicin g a n um ber of irreg ularities".102 H e w rote aboutin troducin g
reform s an d disciplin e in the theory an d practice of sufism .In on e such book , Faisla-e
Wahadat-ul-Wujud Wa Wahadat-ul-Shuhud, he has triedtoan alyze an dexplain the v iew s

heldby Ibn -ur-A rabian dM ujaddidA lph-e-Than i'scon ception of W ahadat-ul-S huhud.

H e w as n ow ov ersixty,an dhe w as in in differen thealth.B uthe k epton w ork in g hard,

as the can dle m ustk eepon burn in g ,un til the daw n took ov er.H e w as oldin years,old
in w isdom ,an drich in the un forg ettable serv ices thathe hadren deredtothe M uslim s.
The en d w as n ear,an d he w as prepared for the lastjourn ey.H e died on the tw en ty-
n in th in the m on th of M uharram in the year 1176,equiv alen tto 1763 A .D .H e w as
surv iv edby fourson s— S hah Rafiuddin ,S hah A bdul Q adir,S hah A bdul A ziz,an dS hah
A bdul Ghan i.H is tw oson s,S hah Rafiuddin an d S hah A bdul Q uadir,w ere the firstto
tran slate the H oly Q uran in Urdu,thus follow in g in the footsteps of their illustrious

father.

H e hadan en cyclopedicm in d,an da heartthatbeatin un ison w ith com passion forhis
fellow -m en . H e has lefta m ark on his tim es, an d has bequeathed a rich leg acy of
learn in g to the M uslim s of In dia."H ere then w as a g en ius,w ho reached the g reatest
heig hts in m an y differen t fields appropriate to the in tellect of m an . H e w as a
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theolog ian ,a philosopher,a thin k er— a m an w hocould see deep in to the roots of the
ev ils thatw ere presen taroun d him .H e w as a sociolog ist,an econ om ist,a critic of all
m atters pertain in g tothe adm in istration of a cen tral im perial g ov ern m en t.A g reatan d
prolificw riter,he has leftbehin dhim forsucceedin g g en eration s a v olum e of w ritin g s,

settin g outhis appreciation of the problem s of his tim e an d the rem edies,w hich he
proposedforthe defects w hich he saw .Fin ally,he w as a m an w hose deepadheren ce to
his Faith en abled him to see w ith extrem e clarity thatthe fun dam en tal n eed w as for
in teg ration of the M uslim people throug h adheren ce to the ten ets of their Faith,by
w hich alon e their m oral character could be re-builttom eetthe hard n ecessities of the
tim e."103
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HAIDAR ALI

(1717—1782)

The rise of H aidarA lifrom an on ym ity toprom in en ce an dfam e reads lik e a fascin atin g
story.Far-sig hted by n ature,he could see in his youth thatthe g row in g pow er of the
En g lish on the sub-con tin en tw ouldsoon be a g reatm en ace tohis people,a pow erthat
w ould ultim ately subjug ate them ,an d establish its ow n sov ereig n ty ov er the w hole of
In dia,in cludin g the k in g dom of M ysore.A fig hterby in stin ct,his m in dw as m easurin g
up the n ation al foe an dpreparin g fora tim e w hen he w ouldtak e up arm s todriv e the

en em y outof the coun try.A tthe sam e tim e,the risin g pow er of the M arathas w as
carryin g on plun derin g forays,in flictin g m ilitary lev ies,in itiatin g w ars on all those
aroun dthem .The M arathas w ere ben ton an expan sion istpolicy an d,in the pursuitof
success in theirun dertak in g s,they didn otbotheraboutsuch petty details as m orality,
in w hich isin cludedthe v irtue of bein g loyal toon e's pledg edw ord.W hatcouldn otbe
w on on the battlefield,w as soug httobe obtain edby treachery,an dthe lan g uag e of the
secretan d con cealed dag g er w as the m edium throug h w hich treachery som etim es
foun ditsv oice.D ue tothe tw o-pron g edthruston theirliberty,from the En g lish an dthe

M arathas,H aidarA li spen ta lifetim e in w ardin g off their attack s an d in w ag in g w ars
ag ain stthem .B y his un com prom isin g attitude tow ards them ,both on the fieldof battle
an d in the field of diplom acy,H aidar A li has carv ed outfor him self an hon ored place
am on g the fig htersforourfreedom .

"The History of Hyder Shah, alias Hyder Ali Khan Bahadur; and his son, Tippoo Sultan",

w ritten by M .M .D .L .T.,"Gen eral in the A rm y of the M og ul Em pire",an d rev ised an d

corrected by "H is H ig hn ess P rin ce Gholam M oham m ed, the on ly surv iv in g son of
TippooS ultaun ",an dpublishedin 1855,m en tion s that"H yderA liclaim edthe hon orof
bein g by descen ta Coreishy,an dcon sequen tly of the sam e tribe asthe A rabian P rophet
M ohum ed."104 H is g reat-g ran dfather, W ali M uham m ad, m ig rated from M ecca to
B ag hdad,butin ordertoim prov e his prospects,he leftB ag hdadby the lan droute v ia
Iran an darriv edin D elhi.A ftera stay of som e yearsatD elhi,W aliM uham m adleftthat
city in search of betterem ploym en t,an d,headin g southw ards,he m ade Gulbarg a ashis

tem porary place of residen ce.A fter his death his son M oham m ed A li settled in Kolar.
M oham m edA lihadfourson s,on e of w hom w as Fateh M oham m ed,w hoby his brav e
an dexcellen trecordin the arm y w as raisedtothe ran k of N aek .L ateron he rose tobe
"a g en eral of ten thousan dhorse in the arm y of the em pire."105
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Fateh M oham m edw asm arriedtoM ajidan B eg um ,a g irl of A rab descen t,an dw hen she
w as w ith child,he took her toa sain tly person ,called H aiderA li D arv esh.H e beg g ed
for the blessin g s of the D arv esh thata son be born to M ajidan B eg um .H aider A li

D arv esh assured them thattheir prayers w ould be heard,an d the boy thatw ould be
born w ould rise toacquire g reatdistin ction an d fam e.The D arv esh alsosug g ested to
the tw oparen tston am e the childafterhisow n n am e.106

The tw oparen ts w ere ov erjoyedan d"H ydarA li Khan w as born in 1717 atD iv an elli,a
sm all fortress orcastle betw een Colaran dO scota in the coun try of B en g uelour."107 The
story of this boy,from bein g a sepoy an d risin g tobecom e a sultan ,reads lik e a pag e
from a breath-tak in g book of g reatadv en ture.

A fterthe death of his father,H aidarA liw as pressedtopay the debts of his late father.
P ersecution follow ed, an d H aidar A li w as broug ht by on e of his un cles to
S erin g apatam . N an jaraj, the S av adhik ari of M ysore, took k in dly to H aidar A li, an d
w hen the latterdistin g uishedhim self on the battlefielddurin g the sieg e of D ev an halli,
N an jaraj in v estedhim w ith the title of Khan ,an dputhim in com m an dof a com pan y of
his arm ed forces."H aidar A li's n ew ly in troduced firearm s g reatly im pressed N an jaraj

an d in 1752 the latter associated him w ith his cam paig n in Trichn ipoly....."108 Itw as in
this cam paig n thatH aidar A li ben efited a g reatdeal,g ettin g first-han d k n ow ledg e of
the adv an cedtechn ique of m odern w arfare from Fren ch officersan dsoldiers.

Greatly im pressedby the qualities of leadership of H aidarA li,N an jaraj en trustedhim
w ith the task of fig htin g M oham m ed A li,his adv ersary,w ho w as bein g sided by the
En g lish.H aidar A li succeeded in subduin g his foes,an d cam e to be recog n ized as a
m ilitary g en ius an d a con sum m ate diplom at.H is arm y an d his fortun es in creased in

proportion to his successes on the field of battle,an d in order to org an ize his arm y
better,he took in tohisserv ice a n um berof Fren ch soldiersan dofficers.

A tthis tim e D ev raj an d N an jaraj, tw o brothers, w ere in v irtual con trol of M ysore,
hav in g reducedthe status of the Kin g ,Krishn araj,tothatof a m ere fig urehead.D ev raj
w as in charg e of the arm y an dN an jaraj w as in charg e of the civ il adm in istration .This
dual con trol,lik e firew ork s,carried w ithin itself the seeds of its ow n destruction .To

addtotheirdifficulties,M ysore w asbein g harassedby the N izam an dby the M arathas,
each of w hom w as m ak in g claim s on M ysore for territorial accession an dfor paym en t
of tribute.S othatw hen M ysore w as attack edon tw ofron ts in 1755 by S alabatJan g an d
by the P eshw a of the M arathas,M ysore could buy peace on paym en tof rupees on e
crore tothe tw oof them ,leav in g herin tern al fin an cesin a state of chaos.There w as,asa
resultof n on -paym en tof w ag es,a rev oltin the M ysore arm y,an d the tw o brothers,
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D ev raj an d N an jaraj,w ere un able toface the situation ,w hich w as sav ed by the g reat
sk ill an d tactof H aidar A li.The people of M ysore from n ow on beg an to look upon
H aidar A li as their sav iour,n otthe Kin g n or his m in isters,an d from thatday on w ard
H aidarA libecam e the cen tral fig ure in the political an dm ilitary history of thatpartof

the sub-con tin en t.

"The M arathas are the people w ho in habitthe trian g ular prov in ce of In dia k n ow n as
M aharashtra,the base of the trian g le lyin g upon the seacoastof D am an toKarw aran d
the apex run n in g in lan d toN ag pur." A lthoug h the M uslim Em peror atD elhi w as the
ov erlordof In dia,the M arathas from the days of S hiv aji,born in 1627,beg an todream
of settin g up their ow n k in g dom , an d in doin g so open ly rev olted ag ain st the
establishedGov ern m en t.The rise of the M arathas as a political an dm ilitary pow eran d

of the appearan ce of the En g lish in In dia w ere tw ocon tem poran eous ev en ts."Un til the
lifetim e of S hiv aji there w as n o specifically M aratha S tate n or an y sen se of M aratha
n ation ality."109 B utw ith the em erg en ce of S hiv aji,the M arathas spread the ten tacles of
their lootan d plun der to the territories lyin g aroun d M aharashtra. "S hiv aji's first
successes had exhilarated the H in dus of the n eig hborin g districts,an d m an y youn g
M arathaslefttheirploug hsan dyoun g B rahm an stheirbook stoen listun derhim ."110

Forov eron e hun dredyears afterthe days of S hiv aji,the M arathas hadcarriedon their
w ars an dhadsucceededin establishin g a pow erful k in g dom .Theirspecial hatredw as
ag ain stthe M uslim s,w ho beg an to look upon the risin g pow er of the M arathas as a
m en ace an d a threattotheir v ery existen ce.A tthe sam e tim e,the En g lish w ere g oin g
from stren g th to stren g th,an d itw as clear thattheir ultim ate aim w as to subdue the
M uslim pow er atD elhi an d to substitute itby settin g them selv es up as the ultim ate
rulers of In dia.The M uslim s of In dia w ere thus con fron tedw ith the tw in dan g erof the
En g lish an d the M arathas, an d H aidar A li w as fully con scious of the perils that

surroun ded him an d his co-relig ion ists. H e raised the ban n er of rev oltag ain stthe
M arathas an d the En g lish,an d from n ow on his w hole life w as dedicated toliquidate
the pow er an d m ig htof these tw o en em ies.H aidar A li chalk ed outfor him self the
career of a freedom fig hter,a rebel in the cause of freedom ,an d in this task he n ev er
sw erv edfora m om en t,n ordidhe ev erg iv e uphisresolute con fiden ce in him self.

In 1758,the M arathas un derGopal Raoov erran the city of B an g alore an dits adjoin in g

territory,an dthe fortun es of w arw ere g oin g ag ain stthe Kin g dom of M ysore.A tsuch a
difficultperiod,H aidar A li w as en trusted w ith the suprem e com m an d of the arm ed
forcestoface the M aratha m ig ht.Itcan n otbe saidthatH aidarA liem erg edv ictoriousin
his firstfig htag ain stthe M arathas,buthe did retriev e the position of his people an d,
aftera peace treaty w as sig n edbetw een the tw ohostile forces,the M arathas retreated.
H aidar A li from this day on w ard w as v irtually the m ostim portan tpow er in M ysore,
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w hose fin an ces an d arm y atthattim e lay prostrate in a state of utter exhaustion .The
arm y w as in a sullen m ood Its w ag es m oun tin g up in arrears.H aidar A li alon e could
sav e M ysore,an dhe did.W ithoutan y opposition ,orperhaps w ith the silen tcon sen tof
the partiescon cern ed,he autom atically assum edv irtual con trol of the Gov ern m en t.

H ow ev er,he w as n ottorem ain in peaceful possession of the position thathe cam e to
occupy. In tern al in trig ues an d treacherous allian ces w ith the M arathas dog g ed his
steps,buthe w as m ore than a m atch for all.The defeatof the M arathas atP an ipatin
1761 cam e as w elcom e n ew s to H aidar A li, an d he foun d his sw orn en em y, the
M arathas,in a m ore chasten ed m ood after thatdefeat.The extern al foe had been m et,
buttreason w ithin M ysore itself beg an totrouble him ,an d itcam e outin the open in
1761,w hen he carried the fig htto its relen tless con clusion ,an d the Kin g of M ysore

con cededdefeat.H aidarA li w as n ow in actual factthe Kin g of M ysore.The soldierof
yesterday w as the S ultan of today. Thereafter his con quests w en ton pushin g the
boun daries of his dom in ion s further an d further. H aidar A li w rested M ysore from
feeble han ds in 1761;B edn ore fell tohim in 1763-5;S oon da in 1764;M alabarin 1765-6;
B arah M ahal in 1764-6;the states of som e petty H in du rajas an dof P urseram B how in
1774-7;partof the Carn aticin 1776.B y 1778,he hadcon siderably shatteredthe arm y of
the M arathas.

Con cern in g his w ars w ith the En g lish,W .W .H un ter w rites,"The reck less con ductof
the M adras Gov ern m en thad roused the hostility of H aidar A li of M ysore an d alsoof
the N izam of the D eccan , the tw o stron g est M usalm an s pow ers in In dia. These
attem ptedtoclose the M arathas in toan allian ce ag ain stthe En g lish.The diplom acy of
H astin g s w as to back the N izam an d the M aratha Raja of N ag pur;butthe arm y of
H aidar A li fell lik e a thun derboltupon the B ritish possession s in the Karn atik ."111 H is
w ars ag ain stthe En g lish hadn otcom pletely elim in atedthatpow erin In dia,buthe had

certain ly stem m ed the risin g tide of their con quests."H e had n otin deed achiev ed,"
com m en ts B row n in g ,"his m ain objectof driv in g the En g lish outof S outhern In dia.B ut
he hadov errun larg e tracts of theircoun try,occupiedm ostof theirprin cipal forts,an d
foug htsteadily an dw ith success ag ain sthis an tag on ists."112 If the N izam hadrem ain ed
H aider A li's frien d an d ally in stead of plottin g an d in trig uin g ag ain sthim as a tool of
the En g lish,an dif the Fren ch hadadopteda m ore resolute attitude ag ain stthe En g lish
than they actually did,H aidarA li w ouldhav e turn edthe course of history.In the face

of these serious han dicaps,itis n otsurprisin g thathe didn otfully succeedin his an ti-
En g lish desig n s,the surprisin g thin g is thathe did attain a m easure of success n ot
possible un der such difficultcircum stan ces.Cam pbell's com m en ts fully v in dicate the
correctn ess of this assessm en t,w hen he w rites,"H aidarA li w as an extraordin ary m an ,
an dperhapspossessedasg reatn atural talen tsasan y recordedin the pag esof history ...
P erfectly illiterate,he hasn oton ly em erg edfrom hisn ativ e obscurity by the v ig orof his
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m in d an d body but becam e the object of terror an d adm iration to surroun din g
poten tates."113 A ssessin g his adm in istrativ e abilities, M un ro com m en ts, "Ev ery
departm en t,civ il an dm ilitary,possesses the reg ularity an dsystem com m un icatedtoit
by the g en ius of H aidar an d in w hich all preten sion s deriv ed from hig h birth bein g

discourag ed or extirpated,justice sev erely an d im partially adm in istered ...an d alm ost
ev ery departm en tof trustor con sequen ce con ferred on m en raised from obscurity,
g iv esthe Gov ern m en ta v ig orhithertoun exam pledin In dia."114

The exten tof his k in g dom w as"n otless than 80,000 square g eog raphical m iles,yieldin g
a clearan n ual rev en ue of aboutthree m illion sterlin g P eopled by upw ard of six
m illion in habitan ts ...about144,000 w ell disciplin edtroops,tog ethera stan din g m ilitia
of 180,000 m en ."115

Itis n oton ly as a soldier of un doubted m ilitary g en ius thathistory records the life of
H aidar A li, butalso as a m an of sterlin g qualities, a m an w ho had broad hum an
sym pathies. H aidar A li w as an n oyed w ith his brother-in -law , M uk hdoom , for his
con ductof the w ardurin g the expedition toP on dicherry,althoug h M uk hdoom had,in
actual fact,prov edhim self tobe a sk illedg en eral an da brav e soldieron the battlefield.
W hen H aidar A li m ethim publicly on his return ,he w as in dig n an ttow ards him an d

publicly in sultedhim forfailin g toraise the sieg e of P on dicherry.W ithoutw aitin g for
his reply or for an y explan ation ,H aidar A li deg raded M uk hdoom to the ran k of an
ordin ary soldier.O ther officers an dsoldiers,w hohad accom pan iedM uk hdoom in his
expedition toP on dicherry en treatedw ith H aidarA lian dassuredhim thatM uk hdoom
had been a source of g reatstren g th an d in spiration tothe hom e forces.W hen H aidar
A li w as con v in cedthathe haderredin his judg m en tof his brother-in -law ,he ordered
his g ran d S aw ari to be prepared, so thathe could g o to the house of M uk hdoom ,
follow edby the w hole assem bly,tobeg his pardon .A s they m archedtohis house,they

m etM uk dhoom in the bazar,w alk in g on footlik e a com m on soldier.A ssoon asH aidar
A li saw him ,he descen dedfrom his elephan t,approached M uk hdoom ,em braced him
cordially sev eral tim es,an d said,"I fin d,by the accoun tof your frien ds,thatI w as
w ron g in blam in g your con ductan d w as g oin g toyour house tom ak e an apolog y for
m y error.Iam happy thatIhav e m ety ou,thatthe satisfaction Im ak e m ay be the m ore
public."H aidarA liask edM uk hdoom tom oun thiselephan t,an dhe him self m oun teda
horse an dfollow edM uk hdoom un til he hadledhim back in hon ortohishouse.116

A tthe tim e w hen H aidarA liw as the Reg en tof M ysore,on e of his firstacts w as tog et
exactaccoun ts prepared of the royal rev en ues an d the royal treasure an d jew els.H e
discov eredthatin steadof theirbein g in the publictreasury,they w ere paw n edw ith the
courtban k er,w hohadacquiredthem by fraudulen tm ean s.H aidarA liorderedthatthe
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jew elsan dthe treasuresbe tak en aw ay from the ban k er,buthisduesbe paidtohim .A t
the sam e tim e,he appoin ted a Com m ission toin spectm in utely all these tran saction s.
The Com m ission foun dthe ban k erg uilty of m isrepresen tation an dfraud,an dordered
thathe be sen ten cedforlife an dthatall his property be con fiscatedby the S tate.H aidar

A li ordered the judg m en tto be putin to execution ,butfixed a pen sion for the ag ed
ban k er,an dtook the ban k er'sson sin hisow n serv ice.117

D urin g H aidar A li's stay atRan a B idn oor there w as a con spiracy by the Kin g an d
Q ueen of Can ara toblow up the house w here H aidar A li w as stayin g .The con spiracy
cam e tobe k n ow n ,as a B rahm an of the place exposed the Q ueen 's plottoH aidar A li.
The plotters w ere puttodeath,buthe sparedthe life of the Kin g an dQ ueen of Can ara,
tak in g them as prison ers-of-w ar."The discov ery of the con spiracy w as w orth a fin e

Kin g dom to H ydar ...The im m en se quan tities of rice,pepper,cin n am on ,cardam om ,
coral,san dalw ood an d iv ory thataboun d in this k in g dom hav e caused ittobe called
the g ran ary an d w arehouse of all In dia.In the m oun tain s there are m in es of g old,
diam on ds,rubies,an d other precious ston es an d ev en in the fortress of Ran a B idn oor,
there isa g oldm in e H yderfoun dan im m en se treasure in g old,coin edan din in g ots,In
trin k ets an d precious ston es ... The prin ce caused pearls an d precious ston es to be
m easuredw ith a corn m easure.H av in g m ade tw oheaps of g oldin in g ots an dtrin k ets,

they surpassedthe heig htof a m an on horseback ."118

In 1767,M adam e M equin ez,the w idow of a P ortug uese officer,w hom H aidarA li had
held in hig h esteem , in form ed him thata Jesuitpriesthad cheated her of all her
property in cash an d jew els,an d hadleftCoim batur an d fled toGoa.In tellig en ce also
reached H aidar A li thatsom e of the Christian priests, un der the g arb of m ission
activ ities,w ere in actual facten g ag edin espion ag e w ork .H e ordered"A g en eral of four
sepoys an d a corporal" tobe posted atev ery m ission ,butg av e strictin struction s that

the priests shall be perm itted "toperform their fun ction s ...w ithoutim pedin g them in
the least...an d to treatthem w ith ev ery m ark of respect." H aidar A li appoin ted a
Fren ch com m an dan tin his arm y toin quire in tothe alleg ation s ag ain stthe Jesuitpriest,
w hich the officer w as reluctan ttoun dertak e,sayin g that"N otbein g a m an of law ,he
could n otpreten d to un dertak e the distribution of justice,for fear of errin g throug h
ig n oran ce." H aidar A li replied,"Certain ly,you w ho are yourself a Christian ,m ustbe
betteracquain tedw ith the law of the Christian s than an y judg e in m y dom in ion s;an d

sin ce m y in ten tion is thatev ery on e shall be judg edby his ow n law ,you can n otav oid
acceptin g this com m ission ."A n in quiry w as m ade by the Fren ch com m an dan tan d he
foun dthatthe accusation s ag ain stthatparticularJesuitpriestan dag ain stthe Christian
m ission aries in g en eral w ere absolutely fabricated.O n this H aidar A li ordered,"Iam
persuadedthatthe w hole is an in iquitous con triv an ce ag ain stthe rev eredfathers.""H e
im m ediately g av e orders torem ov e the g uardhe hadplacedov erthe Jesuits."M adam e
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M equin ez stoodthoroug hly exposed;"The g oodfathers w ere n ot,how ev er,disposedto
pardon the lady spiritually; she w as ex-com m un icated, an d con dem n ed to public
pen an ce."119 This in ciden tthrow s adequate lig hton the relig ious toleran ce of H aidar
A li.

The Raja of Coim batore ow edalleg ian ce toH aidarA li,w how as in form edby a Fren ch
surg eon thatthe Raja had been operated upon by him successfully,butafter he w as
cured,the Raja w as refusin g to pay him his fees.The surg eon ask ed H aidar A li to
rem ov e the Raja from his royal office.H aidar A li replied itw as a priv ate affair of the
Raja,an dhe couldn ot,therefore,depose him .B uthe adv isedthe surg eon torequesthis
frien ds,the Fren ch officers an dsoldiers,to"L etn ow atercom e in tothe Raja's hom e till
you are paid."Thisw asdon e."The w atercarriersn otdarin g toapproach the palace,the

surg eon receiv edpaym en t."120

S uprem ely con fiden tof his ow n in v in cibility, H aidar A li w as, how ev er, extrem ely
hum ble. H e believ ed thatM an w as m erely an in strum en tin the desig n of D iv in e
P rov iden ce,thatev erythin g em an atedfrom God,thatsuccess an ddefeatw ere in God's
han ds.O n ce,w hile arran g in g the strateg y of w ar,he addressedhissoldiers an dofficers
tostan dsteadfastattheirposts,in spite of heav y en em y pressure.A sforhim self,he said

thatthe en em y w asv ery stron g ,"B ut,n otw ithstan din g theirn um ber,Idon otdespair.It
is the pow erof Godthathas raisedm e,an dIpossess n othin g butthroug h H im ;aslon g
as H e supports m e,Ishall look dow n on m y en em ies;an d if H e should forsak e m e,I
m ustsubm itw ith resig n ation tohispleasure."121

H aidar A li w as a farsig hted Gen eral.Realizin g thatw ith the adv en tof the En g lish on
the sub-con tin en t,itw as n oten oug h to hav e on ly lan d forces,butthathe m ustalso
hav e stron g n av al defen ses,he un dertook to org an ize a pow erful n av y.B utfor the

purchase of this,he had to depen d on the European s,w ho w ere un w illin g to oblig e
him .N on etheless,H aidar A li succeeded in possessin g the sem blan ce of a n av al force.
H is n av y "w as com posedof a ship purchasedof the D an es,piercedforsixty g un s,but
furn ished w ith n o m ore than fifty;three others of thirty-tw o g un s;eig hteen palm s,
v esselsboth forrow in g an dsailin g ,an dcarryin g fourteen g un s;an dabouttw en ty larg e
g alliots, carryin g eig hty m en , an d tw o can n on s. Three or four En g lish Com pan y's
frig ates,thatare alw aysready arm edin the In dian S ea....."122

The fortun esof the En g lish in In dia w ere still in the k eepin g of the EastIn dia Com pan y,
the v alue of w hose shares had sk y-rock eted in L on don , due to the phen om en al
successes thatthe Com pan y had achiev ed.B utw ith the em erg en ce of H aidar A li as a
pow er to be reck on ed w ith,there cam e a tim e w hen the En g lish w ere n o lon g er the
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irresistible w av e of con questthatthey had prov ed to be.W hen H aidar A li,how ev er,
attack ed M adras, w here the En g lish w ere firm ly en tren ched, he threw the En g lish
forces in to disorder an d con fusion ,pav in g the w ay for the capture of thatcity."The
fug itiv es from the en v iron s of M adras hav in g spread them selv es all ov er the coast,

carriedthe n ew sof the capture of thattow n by H aider;an ditcam e toEurope by w ay of
P on dicherry,Tran quebar,an dthe otherEuropean settlem en ts.The carav an s,an dev ery
possible con v eyan ce distributed this n ew s,w ith pleasure;for the jealousy an d hatred
thatother n ation s hav e con ceiv ed ag ain stthe En g lish, sm othered the accoun tthey
them selv es hadg iv en of theirv ictory atTran m ale.The con sequen ce w as thatthe price
of the Com pan y's stock ,atL on don ,fell aton ce from 275 to222."123 W hile the v alue of
the Com pan y's shares w ere ata low ebb on the L on don S tock Exchan g e,the reputation
an d fam e of H aidar A li as a redoubtable en em y of the En g lish w as spreadin g far an d

w ide on the sub-con tin en t.

O n ce the outcom e of a particular battle,althoug h of n otm uch im portan ce,had g on e
ag ain stH aidar A li an d Itw as "v ariously n arrated,accordin g to the distortion s of the
n arrators." H is m other receiv ed alarm in g reports an d she w as seriously con cern ed
aboutthe future of her brav e son .S he leftH aidar N ag ar to see her son in his cam p
station ed in S av arl, abouton e hun dred an d fifty leag ues from thatcity. O n bein g

in form edthatthe Q ueen M otherw ith herretin ue w as n earin g S av arl,H aidarA li,alon g
w ith his son s an dhis arm y,m archedouttom eethis m otheran dtoaccordhera royal
w elcom e.The retin ue of H aidarA li's m othercon sistedof tw ohun dredladies m oun ted
on horses."They w ere en v elopedin larg e pieces of thick m uslin ,w hich prev en tedev en
the sm allestpartof their clothes from bein g seen ." W hen H aidar A li an d the Q ueen
M other w ere alon e in her ten t,he ask ed her w hy she had un dertak en such a lon g
journ ey durin g the difficultrain y season .S he replied,"Iw asdesirous,m y son ,of seein g
how you bearthe ill-fortun e you hav e sustain ed."H aidarA li,in all hum ility,explain ed,

"If heav en should putm e ton og reater trial,Ishould fin d n odifficulty in supportin g
It."124 H aidarA libeliev edin ten siv ely in God.Ev erythin g ,he believ ed,w asfrom H im .

Eig htdays afterthe capture of M an g alore,H aidarA li,assistedby his son ,Tipu S ultan ,
in flicteda crushin g defeaton the En g lish "tak in g the w hole E n g lish arm y,con sistin g of
the Gen eral,forty-six officers,six hun dred an d eig hty En g lish troops,an d abov e six
thousan d sepoys,tog ether w ith all their arm s an d bag g ag e." Em bracin g his son ,he

w eptforjoy."The P ortug uese settlers believ in g thatthe En g lish w ouldw in ,hadhelped
the En g lish,an d after the v ictory w ere actin g as the ag en ts of the En g lish an d w ere
in trig uin g ag ain stH yderA li.""A s soon asH yderw as in form edof this circum stan ce,he
called these m erchan ts (P ortug uese) to appear before him , w ith the chief of the
P ortug uese factory,an d sev eral Christian priests belon g in g to the three churches at
M an g alore." H e ask ed them accordin g to their law s w hatpun ishm en tw as to be

123
Ibid. p. 202.

124
Ibid. pp. 205-206.



Our Freedom Fighters (1562-1947) Twenty One Great Lives; Copyright © www.sanipanhwar.com 45

in flicted on those, w ho had betrayed their ben efactor an d their sov ereig n an d had
helped his en em ies. O n e of the P ortug uese officers prom ptly said thatitw ould be
n othin g shortof death.H aidarA li,how ev er,replied,"Idon otjudg e in thatm an n er,for
ourlaw sare m ildersin ce you hav e m ade yourselv es E n g lish by en g ag in g to serv e

them ,yourproperty shall be adjudg edtobelon g toEn g lishm en ;an dyourselv esshall be
throw n in toprison till Im ak e peace w ith thatn ation ."125 H e w asun afraidin defeat,an d
m ag n an im ous in v ictory, often can cellin g a death sen ten ce on those w ho richly
deserv edit,an dreducin g ittoa sen ten ce fora specifiedterm in prison .

H aidar A li's brother-in -law , M irza A li Khan , had receiv ed ev ery k in dn ess an d
g en erosity athis han ds. B uttem pted by the M arathas an d the En g lish w ith larg e
territories to be con quered from H aidar A li,M irza A li Khan had turn ed traitor an d

join ed his forces w ith H aidar A li's en em ies.For a w hile H aidar A li appeared to be
ov erw helm ed by heav y odds,buthe w as soon turn in g the tables ag ain sthis en em ies.
Then cam e a day,w hen M irza A li Khan repen ted ov er his disloyalty an d treachery
tow ards H aidar A li Khan . M irza w ith a larg e n um ber of his follow ers approached
H aidar A li's cam p in order to beg his forg iv en ess,in spite of the adv ice of his w ell-
w ishers an d close adv isers thathe w as tak in g a dan g erous step,an d thatH aidar A li
w ould capture him an d k ill him .W hen he w as broug htin to H aidar A li's presen ce,

M irza said,"Iofferm y headtoyourm ercy."H aidarA liraisedhim ,em bracedhim ,an d
said, "This is n o surprise to m e, M irza." H is sin s an d crim es w ere forg otten an d
forg iv en .

The life of H aidarA liis in terspersedw ith con quests in w aran dv ictories throug h g ood
deeds on the battlefield of life,w here he rose to be a pow erful m on arch.L ack in g the
adv an tag es of a soun d education ,he educated him self in the activ e school of w arfare
an dthus cam e toacquire an exten siv e k n ow ledg e of w aran dpolitics."H ydarA liKhan

w as doubtless on e of the g reatestcharacters A sia has produced."126 H e ren deredjustice
w ith im partiality an d w as a g reatpatron of ag riculture an d com m erce. "H e w as
in dulg en ttohissubjects,butstrictin hisdisciplin e of hisarm y."127

H e w as g en erous to his soldiers an d his officers. S om e tim e before he died, he
distributedfrom the publictreasury on e m on th's salary as g ifttoev eryon e in his arm y,
w hich con sistedof a total stren g th of atleast180,000 m en .Essen tially a m an of action ,

he didn otlik e those w how ere pron e totalk a lot,ortow in hisfav orsthroug h the artof
flattery,a com m on w eak n ess of Eastern poten tates.H e w as firedw ith an irrepressible
passion tosubdue the En g lish an d the M arathas,sothathis people m ay be sav ed the
hum iliation of an alien dom in ation . D edicated to this n oble cause, he dev eloped a
boun dless en erg y forpatrioticpursuits,n ev erallow in g pride orv ain g lory tobefog his
m in d.H e w as a stick ler for established reg ulation s for w ork ,n ev er sparin g him self to
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w ork lon g hours,an d he expected the sam e disciplin e from those thatw ork ed un der
him or for him ."A ll the operation s or m easures un dertak en by H yder's Gov ern m en t,
sm all or g reat,w ere superin ten ded by him self in person ;in som uch thatev en leather,
the lin in g of bullock bag s, or ten tw alls, an d stran ds of rope,all passed un der his

in spection ,an dw ere then depositedin hisstores."128

The horse w as a v ery useful an im al in tim es of peace an d w ar,an d H aidar A li had a
special lik in g for horses.H e paid fabulous prices for som e of the besthorses thathe
purchased."If,on the road throug h his territories,an y horse by chan ce died,he paid
half the price of the horse,afterthe arriv al of the tail an dm an e,w ith a certificate from
the civ il officersof the district."129

A hard w ork in g m an him self,he w as in dulg en tto his soldiers,w ho w ere dev oted to
theirduty an dw ork edhard.B utthe in dolen tan dthose thatw ere pron e toeasy liv in g
cam e un derhisdispleasure.O sten tatiousn ess w as con trary tohis n ature,an dhe look ed
upon itas the en em y of the life of a soldier."The back s an d sides of his n eg lig en tan d
extortion ate serv an ts w ere frequen tly soften edby stripes an dthe w hip.A m an thathad
been rem ov ed from his place,after proof of n eg lector m aladm in istration of his duties
toGov ern m en t,orof extortion ,extrav ag an ce,oroppression of God'speople,an dw hose

delin quen ciesw ere attestedby official person s,w asn ev errestoredtohisoffice."130

H aidar A ltw as a dev outM uslim ,buthis relig ious outlook em braced w ithin its fold
sym pathy forall otherrelig ion s.H e hada ben ev olen tan drev eren tial attitude tow ards
H in dus an d Christian s. A lthoug h he w as con tin uously fig htin g the En g lish, w ho
professed the Christian Faith,yet,w ithin his ow n dom in ion s, he w as g racious an d
g en eroustow ardsthe Christian priests.W hen ev erhe w asapproachedforfin an cial help
for buildin g or repairin g m osques,he w ould respon d g en erously,an d this g en erosity

he equally bestow ed ov er H in du tem ples an d Christian churches.Far from bein g a
relig ious big ot,he look edupon itas his sacredduty as a rulerthatev ery on e liv in g in
his territories fully en joyedrelig ious freedom an dthe rig htof w orshipaccordin g tohis
ow n lig hts.The M ysore A rchaeolog ical Report,1916,con tain s copies of orig in al letters
sen tby H aidarA litothe holy priests in charg e of the tem ple of S ree S aran GiriS w am i
N ath an dsom e othertem ples,w herein itisstatedthathe hadsen tcash tothe priestsfor
the upk eep of the H in du tem ples,an d clothes,food an d fruits for the in m ates of the

tem ples.

H aidar A li w as aboutfiv e feetsix in ches tall,of brow n ish com plexion ,"H is features
w ere coarse,his n ose sm all an d turn ed up,his low er lip rather thick ;an d he w ears
n either beard n or w hisk ers."131 H e n orm ally w ore clothes an d turban of w hite m uslin .
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B ut,w hen attired for his m ilitary duties,he w ore a m ilitary dress in v en ted by him self
for his g en erals— a un iform con sistin g of a v estof w hite satin ,w ith g oldflow ers,held
by cords of the sam e color,an d a red turban .The trousers w ere of the sam e m aterial,
an dthe boots w ere of yellow v elv et.If he rode on horseback in his m ilitary un iform ,he

hada sw orddan g lin g by his side,an d,if w alk in g ,he w ouldcarry a g oldheadedcan e.
Un lik e otherk in g sof the tim e,he w asn otm uch fon dof jew ellery.

H e hada han dsom e face,an dthere w as som ethin g in the w ay he look edatpeople that
in spired con fiden ce.O n e w as con scious thaton e w as in the presen ce of g reatn ess.A
brillian tcon v ersation alist,he lefton e in n odoubtas to his real in ten tion s."Itis m ost
aston ishin g ,thatthis sov ereig n ask s question s,g iv es an sw ers,hears a letter read,an d
dictates an an sw ertoan other,beholds a theatrical exhibition ,an dev en seem s toatten d

tothe perform an ce— atthe sam e in stan tthathe decidescon cern in g thin g sof the utm ost
im portan ce."132

H e w as easily accessible to all those w ho soug htto m eethim ,"The Fak irs are alon e
excluded from this in dulg en ce;butw hen on e of these appears,he is con ducted tothe
P eerzada org ran dalm on er,w hosupplieshisw an ts."133

W ork in g hard ov er his m ilitary strateg y an d ov er his duties of civ il adm in istration ,
H aidar A li w ork ed un til m idn ig ht, an d alw ays rose w ith the sun . Im m ediately
thereafter he plun g ed him self in tothe day's w ork ,listen in g toletters receiv ed for him
an d read tohim by secretaries of v arious departm en ts an d dictatin g an sw ers tothem .
A fter break fast,H aidar A li en ters the hall of audien ce,w here he discusses m atters of
state w ith his secretaries,sig n in g on the spotall the an sw ers dictatedororders issued.
"Tothe pack etis join eda paper,den otin g the houritw as sen toff;an datev ery station
the tim e of its arriv al is m ark ed."134 The m in isters,g en erals,am bassadors an d other

im portan t person s m eet him in the foren oon . A fter the foreig n em issaries or
am bassadors hav e com pleted their busin ess w ith the Kin g ,"betel is then presen ted to
the stran g er,an ditisun derstoodasequiv alen ttoa perm ission toretire."135 The w ork of
the day com pleted,H aidarA liretires forhis aftern oon siesta.H e didn ottak e lun ch,as
he liv edall his life on tw om eals a day— on e ateig htin the m orn in g an dthe secon da
little before m idn ig ht.The floor of his bedroom w as cov ered w ith expen siv e P ersian
carpets, butov er them w as alw ays spread a w hite m uslin cloth. H aidar A li had a

special predilection forw hite colour,ev en the pain tedg ilton his furn iture w as cov ered
w ith w hite m uslin .
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"There is,for the m ostpart,a com edy ev ery n ig ht,thatcom m en ces abouteig htin the
ev en in g ,an dlasts till elev en ;itisin term ixedw ith dan ces an dson g s."136 H aidarA liw as
fon dof playin g chess.

H e alsodelig htedin the royal g am e of hun tin g w ildan im als,the stag ,the roe-buck ,the
an telope an dthe tig er.W hen the track s of a tig erw ere foun d,the hun ters surroun ded
his hidin g place,an dcon tractedthe circle by deg rees.W hen the tig erem erg edin tothe
open ,an d roared,H aidar A li w ould attack the an im al,an d he w ould seldom fail in
k illin g the w ildbeast.

"If a battle has been g ain ed,or an y other g lorious ev en thas happen ed in fav or of the
prin ce,the poetof the courtarriv es ...all the w orld,atthe v oice of the poet,becom es

silen tan datten tiv e ....The com edy ordan ce isin terrupted;the poeten ters...an drecites
a poem ...The poem ...is of shortduration ."137 "A tthe presen ttim e,the courtof H yder
is the m ostbrillian tin In dia;an d his com pan y of perform ers is w ithoutcon tradiction
the first."138 The dan cersare superiorin theirperform an ce tothe com edian san dsin g ers;
itm ay ev en be affirm edthatthey w ouldaffordpleasure on the theatre of the O pera at
P aris."139 Usually,H aidar A li ask ed som e of his frien ds an d relativ es tostay w ith him
afterthe com edy w as ov eran dtohav e supperw ith him .A fterthe cares of the day an d

their con sequen tial burden , he loathed solitude an d a lon ely m eal. Reticen t an d
speak in g w ith g rav ity w ith stran g ers,he freely con v ersedw ith the selectcom pan y that
he w ouldin v ite tohisn ig htly din n ers.

B usy as he w as w ardin g off the attack s of the M arathas an d the En g lish,facin g the
en em ies w ithin the boun daries of his ow n realm ,con solidatin g his position ,he hadn o
tim e toadequately look afterhis ow n health.H e w asdedicatedtothe cause of freedom ,
an d such person al con sideration s occupied a secon dary position in his schem e of

thin g s.For a lon g tim e he had suffered excruciatin g pain s in his back as a resultof
can cer.H e w as carryin g the m urderous g erm s of this disease w ithin his soldierly body,
an d itw as on ly his robustn ature thathad en abled him to liv e such a busy an d
dan g erous life,in spite of his failin g health.The fatig ue of lon g m arches,un dertak en in
g oodan dbadw eather,the respon sibilities an dan xious m om en ts thatg ow ith m ilitary
cam paig n s, w ere m ak in g heav y in roads on his health. B y N ov em ber, 1782, w hile
cam pin g w ith hisarm y,he foun dhim self in a v ery poorstate of health.H e retiredtothe

city of A rcot,w here he died on the 1stof M oharrum ,1197 A .H .,equiv alen tto 6th
D ecem ber,1782.140 "H isdeath w asforsev eral daysk epta profoun dsecret,an dthe body
w as priv ately sen taw ay by n ig hton the roadtoS era.B y theirtak in g this route,itw as
probably the in ten tion of hisfrien ds tohav e him buriedn earhisfatheratKolar;but,by
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direction of his successor,the body w as con v eyed to S erin g apatam ,an d buried w ith
m uch state,un dera m ag n ificen tm ausoleum ,in the g arden calledL all B ag ."
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TIPU SULTAN

(1740—1799)

H aidarA lidiedatA rcoton 6th D ecem ber,1782,an dthe sadn ew sreachedhisson ,Tipu

S ultan ,on 11th D ecem ber,w hile en g ag ed in a battle ag ain stthe En g lish atP an ian y,
aboutforty m iles south of Calicut.H e w as ov erw helm edw ith g rief atthe death of his
father,w hohadbeen hisfrien dan dm en tor,an dw hohadfrom hisearly life dev otedso
m uch tim e an d care to Tipu's education an d upbrin g in g . H e hasten ed tow ards
S erin g apatam , reachin g thatcity on the 20th, w here he foun d the w hole populace
plun g edin g loom ."Tipu S ultan hada brothern am edKarim S hah,he associatedm uch
w ith Fak irs an d D erv ishes, w hich con duct g av e m uch offen ce to H yder,
n otw ithstan din g he w as a g reatfav orite of his father."141 Tipu S ultan thus had n o

difficulty or opposition either in assum in g the suprem e com m an d or the arm y of in
succeedin g tothe thron e leftv acan tdue tohisfather'sdeath.

Tipu S ultan atten dedtothe fun eral rites w ith the utm ostsolem n ity an ddedication ,an d
orderedthathis father's lastrestin g place shouldbe a befittin g tribute tohis v elouran d
patriotism .W hen som e ten years later,to be exacton 7th February,1792,the En g lish
took possession of S erin g apatam an ddesecratedthe m ausoleum an dotherbuildin g s in

L al B ag h,on the eastern side of thatcity,an d w hen the n ew s of this actof barbarism
reached Tipu S ultan ,he w as furious.W hen the B ritish foun dit"im possible toprocure
an y other m aterials for m ak in g fascin es an d g abion s,L ord Corn w allis w as un der the
n ecessity of perm ittin g the cypress an d other beautiful trees to be cutdow n for that
purpose.The palaces an dcloisters w ere,atthe sam e tim e,con v ertedin tohospitals for
the sick an dw oun ded."142 Tipu S ultan ,in furiatedatthis,orderedhis can n on tobe fired
atthe En g lish,w how ere busy desecratin g the spot,w hich toTipu S ultan w assosacred.
"The S ultan 's proudm in dw as m uch irritatedatseein g this charm in g spot,toorn am en t

w hich he had bestow ed so m uch pain s,thus laid w aste,an d the tom b of his father
con tam in ated by those w hom he con sidered as in fidels."143 Tipu S ultan con tin ued to
holdthe m em ory of hisfatherin g reatrev eren ce tothe lastday of hislife.

Itw ouldbe appropriate tobriefly outlin e the history of the an cestors of H aidarA lian d
of Tipu S ultan ."The illustrious H usun ,son of Yahya,w how as on e of the heads of the
n oble fam ily of Korish ...obtain ed a com m ission from the sublim e porte,a S hureef of

M ecca an dM edin a,in his 35th year."144 H usun hadtw oson s,M oham m adan dA li.The
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latter died in his in fan cy,w hile M oham m ad had a son n am ed Uhm ud.M oham m ad
diedin 874 an dhis fatherH usun diedin 875.O n the death of the tw oelderm em bers of
the fam ily,Uhm udbein g on ly fifteen ,w as passedov eran dthe hig h appoin tm en theld
by the fam ily passed on to an outsider n am ed S yed Ubdool M ulik .A n n oyed atthis

affron tto him self an d his fam ily,Uhm ud leftfor Yem en an d settled in S un aa,w here
due tohis fin e appearan ce an dhis g reattactan din tellig en ce,he m arriedthe daug hter
of the Gov ern or.A tthe tim e of his death,his father-in -law declared Uhm ud tobe his
successor,placin g his ow n son ,fiv e years old,in Uhm ud's care.Fifteen years passedin
peace,w hen an am bitious adv en turer,S olim ,in stig ated the son of the late Gov ern or,
n ow tw en ty years old, to fig hthis brother-in -law , hopin g to becom e him self the
com m an der-in -chief,if the plotshould succeed.S olim k illed Uhm ud w ith a poison ed
dag g er,w hile hav in g a priv ate audien ce w ith him .Uhm udhada faithful slav e,n am ed

Q um bur,w hoav en g ed his m aster's death by assassin atin g S olim w ith his ow n han ds,
buttak in g care before this m urder thatM ohum m ud, the thirteen -year-old son of
Uhm ud,w as tak en in safety toB ag hdad.There he m arriedthe daug hterof a n oblem an ,
throug h w hom he had three son s,on ly on e of w hom ,Ibraheem ,surv iv ed.Ibraheem
am assed en orm ous w ealth an d w hen he died he leftbehin d a big fortun e an d a son ,
n am edH usun ,on e yearoldatthe tim e.145

The youn g H usun lostall the m on ey m ade by hisfather,an dw ascom pelledtoleav e his
n ativ e city for In dia,an d he cam e an d settled in A jm er.H usun m arriedin A jm er,an d
w hen he diedhe leftbehin da son a few m on thsold,n am edV ulee M ohum ed,w hoafter
hism arriag e m ig ratedtoD elhian dthen toGoolburg a in the D eccan .H isson M ohum ed
Ulee m arried"the daug hterof on e of the v otariesof the celebratedsain tB un dah N ew az
Gasooduraze,the lon g -haired."A fter the death of his father,M ohum ed Ulee m ig rated
toColar.H e diedin 1109,leav in g behin dfourson s,S haik a M ohum ed,M ohum edIlyas,
M ohum edIm aum ,an dFuttah A lee,aliasFuttah M ohum ed.

O f these,"Futtah M ohum ed,w ho w as liv in g atA rcot,in v ited B oorhn oodeen ,a v ery
respectable person descen dedfrom a priest,from Tan jav ur,an dm arriedhis daug hter,
w hile his brother Im aum m arried his sister-in -law .A shorttim e after he departed for
M ysore,an d there had tw o son s n am ed S hhbaz an d V ulee M ohum ed,the latter of
w hom diedin in fan cy;the death of his son g riev ed him m uch,an d he took his fam ily
w ith him tothe g reatB olapore.In the year 1129 A .H .a g lorious son w as born n am ed

H yderS hah (fatherof Tipu S ultan ),afterw ardsk n ow n asH yderUlee Khan B ahadur."146

Throug h hisfirstw ife H aidarA lihadon e daug hter,butn oson .H isw ife w ascon stan tly
sick an ditbecam e clearshe couldn om ore con ceiv e an y children .H aidarA li,eag erto
hav e a son ,ask edperm ission from his w ife tog etm arriedtoan other,in the hope that
she w ouldg iv e birth toa son .The con sen tof his w ife hav in g been obtain ed,H aidarA li
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m arried"the daug hter of N urM oin addin ,a person of respectable fam ily,an dw hofor
sev eral years w as g ov ern or or lord of the Fortof Kuddapah."147 Itturn ed outto be a
happy m arriag e,butthe tw oparen tsw ere un happy thatthey hadbeen m arriedforfour
years w ithoutbein g blessedby the birth of a child.H aidarA litook his w ife alon g w ith

him self toa sain tly person calledM ustan W all,w hoassuredthe tw othathe w ouldpray
for them an d thattheir w ish w ould be fulfilled.H is prayers w ere heard an d,"durin g
this lady's preg n an cy,she,in com plian ce w ith a custom frequen tam on g the n ativ es of
In dia,paida v isittoa P ir,orsain t(M ustan W ali),tobeg forblessin g s on herchild,an d
prayers forhersafe deliv ery.H erw ishes bein g acceededto,the holy m an in form edher
thather son w ould becom e a pow erful m on arch,an d requested she w ould con fer on
him the n am e of Tipu;his com m an ds w ere obeyed,an d the boy,w hen born ,n am ed
Futteh A li,Tipu."148 D ifferen thistorian s hav e g iv en differen tdates of Tipu S ultan 's

birth,butCharles S tuart,in 1808,in his "Catalog ue an d M em ories ofTippooS ultaun ",
w rote,"TippooS ultaun w asborn in the year1740."149

H aidar A li w as ov erjoyed atthe birth of a son ,an d celebrated the ev en tin a befittin g
m an n er.H e becam e extrem ely fon dof Tipu,an ddev otedon him all the lov e an dcare
thata father is capable of.H ow ev er,he did n otw an thim tobe a spoiltchild,as w as
custom ary in so m an y n oble fam ilies of the tim e,an d so he broug htup his son on a

pattern of social disciplin e. "S en sible of the disadv an tag es un der w hich he him self
labored for w an tof education ,procured for his son the m ostable m asters in all the
scien ces cultiv ated by the M oham m edan s, an d en forced, by strict disciplin e, the
atten dan ce of the youth tohis studies."150 From a v ery early ag e,as usual w ith children
in M uslim fam ilies,Tipu learn tthe H oly Q uran un der able teachers of the H oly B ook .
Tipu S ultan con tin uedtohav e a lik in g forstudiesan dbook sthroug houthislife,in spite
of the factthathis life w as spen tm ostly on the battle-fron t,fig htin g to preserv e the
freedom of his peoples an dof his coun try.H e w as a g reatpatron of m en of letters,an d

en courag ed them to w rite book s, payin g them prin cely stipen ds to en able them to
dev ote all theirtim e toreadin g an dw ritin g .A m on g the m an y book s thatw ere w ritten
durin g his tim e an d un der his patron ag e w ere Khulasa-e-Sultani, Al-Mujahedeen,an d
Jawahr-al-Quran by Q azi Ghulam A hm ed,w ho w as the head Q azi of S erin g apatam at
thattim e.A n othersuch book w asFutuh-Namah-Tipu Sultan by the poet,H usain A liIzat,

a book of poetry, com m em oratin g som e of the v ictories of Tipu S ultan . This eleg y
beg in sthus:—

Ajaeb Suno Dostan Dastan
Jiske Bayan Men Qasir Hoi Zaban
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A n other book w ritten un der the S ultan 's patron ag e by the poetIzatw as Mafah Al
Quloob,in w hich he hasrecordedhisv iew son classical m usic.151

W hen Tipu w as born ,H aidar A li w as on ly an officer in the serv ice of M ysore,an d

thereafter his rise w as phen om en al.W hen Tipu w as fiv e,H aidar A li w as appoin ted
Gov ern orof D un deeg hal,an da yearlaterhe becam e a g en eral in the M ysore A rm y.Itis
possible H aidar A li attributed his phen om en al rise to the birth of Tipu, an d this
in creased m an ifold his lov e for his son .H aidar A li en g ag ed such g reatscholars as
N asiruddin Turk an d H usain A li Izatas his teachers,an d un der their able g uidan ce
Tipu dev elopeda lov e forlearn in g .152

Tipu g rew up tobe a han dsom e an ddashin g youn g m an ,an dhis fatherbeg an toplan

in his m in d the m arriag e of his fav orite son .H e decided on g ettin g his son m arriedto
the daug hter of Im am S ahib B ux, on e of his n oblem en . B ut Tipu's m other w as
v ehem en tly opposedtothism atch,bein g determ in edthatherson w ouldg etm arriedto
the daug hterof on e of herrelativ es,L ala M ian .H usban dan dw ife arg uedthe question
for a lon g tim e, each m ain tain in g thatthe other's choice w as en tirely w ron g . This
dom esticquarrel w as ultim ately resolv edby H aidarA li,w hodecidedthatTipu should
m arry both the g irls atthe sam e tim e.Thus the dispute betw een his fatheran dm other

g iftedTipu w ith an addition al w ife,an dhe foun dhim self in his youth the husban dof
tw ow iv es.153

H aidar A li en g ag ed able in structors to teach Tipu the m artial exercises of ridin g ,
shootin g an dfen cin g .A she g rew up,Tipu learn tun derhisfatherthe tacticsof w ar,an d
the disciplin e an dthe artof w ar,especially as practicedby the European s atthattim e.
H is firstperson al experien ce w as in the years 1767 an d 1768,w hen his father in v aded
the Carn atic.Youn g in years,butbrav e on the battlefield,Tipu com m an deda corps of

cav alry,ren derin g an excellen taccoun tof him self as a g en eral.A tthis tim e he laid
w aste a g reatpartof the n eig hborhoodof M adras.W hen H aidarA li w as en g ag edin a
relen tless w ar ag ain stthe M arathas from 1775 to 1779, Tipu w as a g reatsource of
stren g th tohisfather,an dhisdarin g exploitsatthatearly ag e clearly m ark edhim outas
an outstan din g m ilitary g en eral an dleaderof m en of the future.In July 1780,"w hen the
arm y of H yder A li rushed lik e a prodig ious torren tin to the Carn atic",Tipu w as in
charg e of a force of 18,000 cav alry, 6,000 in fan try an d 12 pieces of can n on . Tipu

distin g uishedhim self in all the battleshe foug htun derhisfather,an dH ydarA lilook ed
upon his son w ith g reatin n er satisfaction as the m an of destin y after him . In a
subsequen ten g ag em en tw ith the En g lish,Tipu an n ihilated the En g lish arm y un der
Colon el B ailey an d,"for this action he receiv ed m uch applause from his father w ho,
from thatperiod,con sideredhis son as on e of his m ostable g en erals."154 Tipu alsoably
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assistedhis fatherdurin g the sieg es of V ellore,P erm acoil,Chin g leput,W an dew ash an d
Trichin opoly.

A fter hav in g atten ded to the fun eral rites of his father atS erin g apatam an d hav in g

declared him self the successor tohis father,Tipu S ultan return ed toA rcottofig htthe
En g lish,tak in g com m an d of the en tire operation s in his ow n han ds.H is father had
spen this w hole life fig htin g the En g lish w ith a v iew to preserv e the freedom of his
peoples,an dtothis en dTipu S ultan n ow dedicatedhisw hole life.H is determ in ation to
rebel ag ain stthe En g lish w as n otactuated by historical expedien cy,butby an in born
con v iction thatthe success of the En g lish w ould resultin the serv itude of his n ation .
"H um an bein g s em an cipate them selv es on ly on the basis of n atural g roups."155 an dhis
people un derhisin spiredleadershipralliedtohiscall tofig htthe com m on foe.

In A pril 1783,Tipu S ultan ,m archin g atthe head of an arm y of 100,000,en g ag ed the
En g lish in a battle n earB edn ore.Gen eral M atthew s w as in charg e of the En g lish forces
an dfierce fig htin g took place betw een the tw oopposin g arm ies.Tipu S ultan 's superior
tactics succeeded an d he laid sieg e to the fortof B edn ore,an d the En g lish g arrison ,
ov ercom e by heav y odds,w as forced to capitulate.The follow in g term s w ere ag reed
upon ."The g arrison to be allow ed the hon ors of w ar,an d to pile their arm s on the

g lacis.They w ere to retain all their priv ate effects,butto restore all public property.
They w ere tobe m archedby the shortestroute tothe seacoast,an dthen ce con v eyedby
shippin g to B om bay; an d to be supplied, both on the m arch an d passag e, w ith
prov ision s an dev ery otherrequisite."156 S ubsequen tly,due to"the em bezzlem en tof the
treasure foun d in B edn ore by Gen eral M atthew s, an d the w an ton behav ior of the
troops,"Tipu S ultan putm an y E n g lish soldiersan dofficersin jail.157

A fter his resoun din g v ictory atB edn ore,Tipu S ultan proceeded to rescue M an g alore

from the En g lish,w ho w ere en tren ched in thatcity un der M ajor Cam pbell. In this
v en ture, Tipu S ultan had the activ e assistan ce of the Fren ch arm y. B utw hen the
fig htin g had started in rig htearn est, the Fren ch deserted him , as peace had been
declared in Europe betw een the En g lish an d the Fren ch.This w as a stun n in g blow to
him ,butTipu S ultan w as lion -hearted,an d itw as in circum stan ces of g rav e peril that
he rose toheroicheig hts.Toaddtohis troubles,Gen eral M acL eodarriv edby sea from
B om bay w ith a larg e con tin g en tof En g lish forces. The fig htin g thaten sued w as

ferocious,un til S ir Georg e S taun ton arriv ed from M adras an d a peace w as draw n up
betw een Tipu S ultan an d the En g lish.Freedfrom the cares of this fron t,he w en tw ith
his arm y tofig htthe M arathas,w hohadbeen attheiroldg am e of strik in g blow s tothe
risin g M uslim pow er in the S outh. Tipu S ultan attack ed an d captured the forts of
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D arw ar an d B adam y, an d "the possession of the fortresses g av e him com plete
com m an dof all the M aratha districtssouth of the Gutpurba an dKistn ah riv ers."158

Tipu S ultan w as a far-sig hted g en eral.S urroun ded as he w as by the En g lish an d the

M arathas,both of w hom w ere afterhis blood,he orderedthatprov ision s be storedup
atS erin g apatam tolasthis arm y of 100,000 foron e year.In 1787 an d1788,Tipu S ultan
m arched w ith his arm y ag ain stCoorg ,as the latter had rebelled ag ain sthis authority.
"In the space of eig htm on ths som e 80,000 person s, m en an d w om en , w ere m ade
prison ers, w ith sev eral chiefs, an d m an y of their stron g holds an d tow n s w ere
reduced."159

Tipu S ultan w asa dev outM uslim ,w hospen tm on ey freely forthe buildin g of m osques

an d for prov idin g a liv in g to people w ho w ere dev oted to the teachin g of Islam .
B roug htup in soldierly tradition s,Tipu S ultan w as tem peram en tally a puritan .This is
ev iden tfrom the factthat"he also prohibited the sale of in toxicatin g liquors, an d
ordered thatall the date an d palm trees in his k in g dom should be rooted up,an d the
cultiv ation of them in future prohibited;thoug h by sodoin g he g reatly decreased the
am oun tof his rev en ue...."160 N on etheless,he dealtw ith all his subjects,irrespectiv e of
their relig ious beliefs,w ith utter im partiality.H e often m ade g ran ts of hug e sum s of

m on ies to H in du priests an d P an dits for w ork s con n ected w ith their relig ion .In this
con n ection itm ay be poin ted outthatthere are three letters,w ritten by Tipu S ultan in
Kan arese,w hich are atpresen tin the S erin GiriM ath atS erin g apatam ,an dw hich speak
eloquen tly of Tipu's toleran ce in the m atter of relig ious beliefs of his subjects.161 In
m atters pertain in g to state affairs,he depen ded on the adv ice of m in isters,som e of
w hom w ere H in dus, an d "his fav orite D ew an (P rim e M in ister) P urn ea" w as also a
H in du.162

Tipu S ultan had foug htag ain stthe En g lish durin g the lifetim e of his father an d also
after he ascen ded the thron e,an d his person al experien ce had con v in ced him thatin
order tobe successful ag ain stthe En g lish,he should hav e the activ e assistan ce of the
w ell-equipped Fren ch arm y.In order toen sure a perm an en tan d lastin g allian ce w ith
the Fren ch, he sen tin 1784 Ghulam A li Khan an d tw o of his trusted adv isers as
am bassadors tothe Courtof Fran ce,an d the three reached Con stan tin ople,butdue to
con siderable obstacles,they return edtoM ysore in 1786.Tipu S ultan w as disappoin ted.

H ow ev er, on ce ag ain he selected three of his adv isers, M oham m ad D arv esh Khan ,
A k barA liKhan an dM oham m adO sm an Khan ,w holeftP on dicherry in a Fren ch v essel
on 22n d July,1787,an d reachedToulon on 9th Jun e in the follow in g year."They w ere
m ostg raciously receiv ed by L ouis the S ixteen th,w ho,attheir public audien ce on the

158
The History of Halder Ali Khan and Tippoo Sultaun, by M.M.D.LT. p. 269.

159
Ibid. p. 270.

160
Ibid. p. 271.

161
Basaer, p. 204.

162
The History of Halder Ali Khan and Tippoo Sultaun, by M.M.D.LT. p. 270.



Our Freedom Fighters (1562-1947) Twenty One Great Lives; Copyright © www.sanipanhwar.com 56

10th of July,displayed all the pom p an d g ran deur of his court."163 H ow ev er,"pressed
w ith the load of en orm ous n ation al debt,an d alarm ed by the sym ptom s of g en eral
discon ten tw hich soon after burstforth,he (L ouis the S ixteen th)could on ly assure the
am bassadors of his frien dshipfortheirm aster,an dprom ise of future assistan ce,w hen

deliv ered from his ow n cares an d an xieties."164 The three em issaries return ed em pty-
han dedtoS erin g apatam in M ay 1789.

"Tipu S ultan w as on e of the m ostrem ark able person s in the history of Islam .A ta tim e
w hen m ostM uslim politician s an d leaders w ere still in capable of discov erin g the
im portan ce of the rise of European n ation s,Tipu dev eloped a w orld con sciousn ess ...
H e thoug htof en terin g in toan allian ce w ith on e European pow ertodefeatan otheron
an in tern ation al basis,an d v isualized an allian ce of M uslim pow ers to m eetthe n ew

challen g e."165

In Jun e,1789,Tipu S ultan led his arm y ag ain stthe Raja of Cochin ,an d succeeded in
capturin g sev eral of his cities an dforts.The Raja solicitedthe help of the En g lish,w ho
readily sen ta stron g arm y un derColon el H artley.The En g lish haddecidedtog oall out
to crush Tipu S ultan ,w ho w as the on ly m an w ho seem ed to thw arttheir desig n s of
establishin g E n g lish Raj in In dia.The En g lish supported the allian ce of the M arathas

an d the N izam of H yderabad D eccan ag ain st Tipu S ultan . E n g lish diplom acy
succeeded, an d Tipu S ultan foun d him self opposed by the com bin ed forces of the
En g lish,of the M arathas an dof the N izam .Tipu S ultan ,w ith his arm y,w ithdrew from
Trav an core an dreturn edtoS erin g apatam .

The com bin ation of the En g lish, the M arathas an d the N izam w as prov in g too
form idable forTipu S ultan ,m ore soas the Fren ch w ere refusin g toally them selv esw ith
his cause.Therefore,in 1792,these com bin ed forces prov ed to be ov erw helm in g an d

Tipu S ultan "atlen g th ag reedtocede tothe allies on e-half of his dom in ion s,the an n ual
rev en ues of w hich w ere w orth 90 lacs of rupees (£900,000);topay tothem in the course
of tw elv e m on ths,the sum of three k rore an d 30 lacs of rupees (£3,030,000)"166.In this
hourof his crisis,his subjects,both H in dus an dM uslim s,stoodby him .H is coun cil of
m in isters m ettodev ise w ays an dm ean s of collectin g by w ay of taxes the am oun tof 3
crore rupees.N ew taxes w ere lev ied,an d the people w illin g ly respon ded,"an din lieu
of three,ten k rore w ere collected".167

Tipu S ultan could see thatun less the En g lish w ere defeated,they w ould succeed in
settin g upan alien im perialism ov erIn dia.H e w asa born freedom fig hter,an dhe could
n otrecon cile him self to such an ev en tuality. H e carried on correspon den ce w ith
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Gov ern m en ts outside In dia— w ith Fran ce,A fg han istan ,P ersia,N epal an dM auritius to
help him todefen d their liberty ag ain stthe usurpers,the En g lish.B uthis attem pts in
this direction did n otm eetw ith an y success.168 Relen tless an d rebellious ag ain stthe
En g lish,he m erely w an tedtodefen dthe m ostcherishedof all his possession s— liberty

an dfreedom — possession s w hich w ere w orth preserv in g ,ev en if in theirdefen ce Tipu
S ultan w as forced to sacrifice his life.D urin g his lastbattle ag ain stthe En g lish,Tipu
S ultan said to his close associates, "as a m an could die on ly on ce, itw as of little
con sequen ce w hen the periodof hisexisten ce m ig htterm in ate."169

O n the death of his father,Tipu S ultan had in herited a state cov erin g 80,000 square
m iles, an d to this he had added, am on g other territories, A don i, S an ore, Koork e,
A n ag oon dy,Kurpah,Kurn ool an d Im teazg ur.A ton e tim e,w hen he had ordered an

in v en tory tobe m ade of his treasures an djew els,itw as foun dthey w ere w orth eig hty
crore rupees.H e alsohad 700 elephan ts,6,000 cam els,11,000 horses,400,000 bullock s
an d cow s, 100,000 buffaloes, 600,000 sheep, 300,000 firelock s, 300,000 m atchlock s,
200,000 sw ords,22,000 pieces of can n on ."H e foun d a n ew code of reg ulation s for his
arm y.H e reduced the cav alry,an d aug m en ted the in fan try.H e adopted P ersian an d
Tartar term s for the w ords of com m an d,w hich w ere prev iously g iv en in E n g lish an d
Fren ch,an d g av e n ew n am es to the differen tdiv ision s of the arm y."170 H is spirit,in

spite of his rev erses, soared to k iss heroic heig hts, butthe petty-m in dedn ess an d
treachery of otherIn dian pow ers aroun dhim ,drag g edhim dow n ,thus pav in g the w ay
forW estern dom in ation .

H is face w as n ow furrow edw ith the w rin k les of ag e,an xiety an dcare.In his youthful
dayshe w asa han dsom e prin ce.H e w asfiv e feetn in e in ches,hav in g a roun dface,larg e
an d spark lin g dark eyes, an aquilin e n ose, an d an expression of eag ern ess an d
an im ation perpetually adorn ed his face."H e w ore m ustachios,butshav ed his beard."

H e w as fon d of an activ e outdoor life,an d,therefore,Tipu S ultan often in dulg ed in
horse-ridin g an d "in hun tin g especially the lion an d tig er, w hich is perform ed on
horseback ."W hen he couldn otaffordtim e forthese activ ities,"he frequen tly took lon g
w alk s,w hatisv ery un com m on in prin cesof the East."H ow ev er,he hada g reatlov e for
book s,an dhe w oulddev ote som e tim e toreadin g each day of hislife,un less he w ason
the w ar fron t.H e passed a g reatportion of the day in his study.H e w as of brow n
com plexion an d, despite his activ e an d v ig orous w ays of life, w as "in clin ed to

corpulen cy."171

The care an datten tion thatw as g iv en toTipu's education durin g his father's tim e paid
rich div iden ds.H e show ed a k een in terestin collectin g book s for his person al library,
w hich w as in deed a difficultun dertak in g in those days,w hen m ostof the book s w ere
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han dw ritten m an uscripts.Tipu S ultan 's library is saidtohav e con tain edtw othousan d
book s,each of w hich bore the royal seal of Tipu S ultan 's library.A fterTipu S ultan had
read a book ,itw ould be on ce ag ain stam ped accordin g ly.A fter the death of Tipu
S ultan ,thism ostv aluable library of rare m an uscriptsfell in tothe han dsof the B ritish.172

"M arquis W ellesley,later Gov ern or-Gen eral,sen sible of the utility of a library atthe
n ew in stitution atFortW illiam ,Calcutta,w as pleased to order thatthe im m en se an d
v aluable library of the late S ultan be tran sferred tothatplace,w hich w as accordin g ly
don e— a partof the sam e,w ith other v aluables,bein g sen ttothe EastIn dia H ouse in
E n g lan d.The v aluable B irdof P aradise,form edw ith preciousston es,an dotherparts of
the S ultan 's thron e,his arm or,sw ords,m usk ets,an dothercurious articles,w ere placed
in W in dsorCastle."173

D urin g the days of H aidar A li,an d subsequen tly durin g the lifetim e of Tipu S ultan ,
Urdu w as fastspreadin g as an im portan tlan g uag e of the sub-con tin en t.Ithadreached
M ysore,an dthere w as a sizable population thatcouldspeak Urdu,althoug h the court
lan g uag e con tin ued to be P ersian .B utboth H aidar A li an d Tipu S ultan g av e ev ery
en courag em en ttoUrdu,particularly the latter,bein g a g reatpatron of learn in g .Tipu
S ultan patron ized Urdu poets of the day, som e of w hom w ere S hah M oham ed
S adruddin ,S haik h M ian Fazalullah Faquir,S hah Kam aluddin Kam al an d M ir H usain

A li.Tipu S ultan alsoestablishedatS erin g apatam w hatm ay be con sideredequiv alen tto
a m odern un iv ersity.174 A ccordin g toM ahm oodKhan M ahm oodB an g alori,Tipu S ultan
w as a g oodpoetin Urdu an dhe hadalsow ritten a n um berof book s in Urdu,besides
hav in g com m ission edm an y authorstow rite book sin Urdu.

D ifferen tauthorities hav e held differen topin ion s as to w ho,w hen an d w here started
the firstn ew spaperin Urdu.S haik h M oham edIsm ail P an ipaticlaim s thatin 1794 Tipu
S ultan ordered an Urdu press to be in stalled in S erin g apatam , w hich w ould hav e

A rabic type,so thata n ew spaper could be broug htoutin Urdu.The royal com m an d
w as obeyedan dthe press startedw ork in g .A n ew spaperw as prin tedatthe press,an d
itw as called "Fauji A k hbar".A s itw as a m ilitary paper,itw as distributed am on g the
officers in the arm y,an ddidn otreach the m asses."A lthoug h P ersian w as the lan g uag e
of the court,Tipu S ultan w as far-sig hteden oug h tosee thatthe day w ouldsoon com e,
w hen Urdu w ouldbecom e the lan g uag e of the people."175

Tipu S ultan could speak fluen tly in A rabic, P ersian , Kan arese, Urdu, En g lish an d
Fren ch.H e w as a g ood studen tof the scien ce of palm istry an dastrolog y.A soldier by
upbrin g in g an dtrain in g ,he lik edtohav e fin e m ilitary m archesforhisarm y.B ein g fon d
of m usic,he is reported to hav e com posed som e m ilitary m arches him self.O n e such
m arch san g :—
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B arqJan k oh g iran paik e ajal daste k aza
Teg w og urz w oteerow ok han jark e hain charn am .176

Tipu S ultan had a special pian o fixed in on e of his palaces, as also a statue of an
E n g lishm an ,n earw here the pian ow asin stalled.The pian ow ouldplay w ith the roarof
a lion ,an don thisthroug h the m outh of the statue w ouldem erg e the trem blin g v oice of
an E n g lishm an .

H aidar A li had carv ed outa k in g dom for him self in the face of opposition of the
M arathas an d the En g lish,an d Tipu S ultan con tin ued to rule ov er M ysore,butthere
w asn odespotism un dertheirrule.Un derTipu S ultan the basiclaw w asShar an d,lik e a

true M uslim ,he adm itted in a letter tothe N izam thathis people "con stitute a un ique
trustheld for God,the Real M aster." H e thus fulfilled the basic con ceptof a M uslim
Gov ern m en t— all sov ereig n pow er rests w ith God. H e called him self "a citizen of
M ysore",in order to fully iden tify him self w ith the m asses of his people.H is people
w ere prosperous an d con ten ted,an d his territories w ere "the bestcultiv ated an d its
population the m ostflourishin g in In dia."177

Tipu S ultan in troduced m an y adm in istrativ e an d other reform s durin g his tim e,thus
en titlin g him tobe calleda prog ressiv e an da ben ev olen trulerof his people.A lthoug h
he w as the un disputed head of the Gov ern m en t,the adm in istration of his k in g dom
w ork edthroug h w ell-defin eddepartm en ts,w hich w ere eig hteen in n um ber,butw hich
w ere lateron expan ded.Each departm en tcarriedon its adm in istration ,an dthe S ultan
exercised an ov erall jurisdiction an d con trol ov er them .H e alsoin troduced reform s in
his arm y an d,lik e his father,g av e special atten tion tobuildin g a pow erful n av y.In this
con n ection ,"in 1793 he builta n av al colleg e atB hatk ul fortrain in g in m odern m ethods

of n av al w arfare."178

For purposes of lan d assessm en t, Tipu S ultan div ided ag ricultural lan d in tw o
categ ories— lan d depen din g on rain ,an dlan d irrig ated by riv ers an d tan k s.The v alue
of the crop actually produced w as the m easure of taxation ,an d n otthe area of lan d
possessed.The cultiv ator paid his lan d assessm en tboth in cash an d k in d.Tipu S ultan
w as k een on ag ricultural dev elopm en t an d to achiev e this object, he g ran ted

Gov ern m en tw aste lan ds on term s fav orable to the peasan try,there bein g a com plete
m oratorium on lan d ren tcharg eable for the firstyear,an d partial m oratorium for the
n extfour years.H e en courag ed farm ers by g iv in g them taqavi loan s,thus m in im izin g

the tyran n ical im position by usurpers.H islaw ssev erely pun ishedthose foun dg uilty of
en forcin g forced labor on the peasan ts.A n appropriate estim ate of his rev en ues could
be saidtobe aroun drupeestw ocroresa year.
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Tipu S ultan realizedthe en orm ous im portan ce of in creasin g com m erce an din dustry in
the n ation al econ om y of a dev elopin g coun try. H e established his ow n tradin g
com pan iesatim portan tseaports,on the m odel of the EastIn dia Com pan y.H e seem s to

hav e hadsom e ov erseas trade as w ell,as he hadestablisheda factory atM uscat,from
w here a tw o-w ay trafficw asm ain tain edin com m erce betw een M uscatan dM ysore.For
con cession receiv ed from the S ultan of M uscat,he reciprocated by g iv in g a con cession
in duty of 4 percen ton articles im ported from M uscat.H e had a tradin g officer in
Jeddah,an dtrade com m ission ers an dam bassadors in Fran ce,Turk ey,Iran ,Chin a an d
B urm a.H e w as a g reatpatron of the priv ate sector,an den courag edm erchan ts w ithin
his k in g dom to expan d their trade an d in dustry, both w ithin his territories as also
outside.A m on g the in dustries he dev elopedin M ysore,special m en tion m ustbe m ade

of the silk in dustry.H e en courag ed sk illed Fren ch artisan s totak e em ploym en tin his
factories,w ith a v iew toim prov e their products.These foreig n techn ician s w ork ed in
his factories atS erin g apatam ,Chialdrug ,B an g alore an d B edn ur,w here "besides g un s,
m usk etsan dotherarm sthey m an ufacturedcutlery,k n iv es,scissors,an dw atches."179

In order to m itig ate the disadv an tag es of un der-em ploym en t in an ag ricultural
econ om y,Tipu S ultan en courag edcottag e in dustries,particularly pottery,w ood-w ork ,

iv ory-w ork carpet-m ak in g ,an d g lassw are.H e in troduced reform s in the field of coin s
an dcurren cy.W hen he succeededhis father,he in heritedon ly tw om in ts,buthe w en t
on steadily in creasin g them ,un til there w ere tw elv e in all,atS erin g apatam ,B edn ur,
Gooty, B an g alore, Chitaidrug , Calicut, S atyam an g alam , D in dig ul, Gurram -Kon da,
D arw ar,M ysore an dFerok h.

Tipu S ultan 's fav orite an im al w as the lion ,an dhe w as him self lion -hearted;his fav orite
heroof history w as H azratA li,because of hisbrav ery on m an y battlefields in the cause

of Islam .M an y of his w eapon s of w arhadin scribedon them on e of the titles of H azrat
A li, n am ely "A sadullah-ul-Ghlib'.180 H e w as a dedicated M ujahid, carryin g on an
un en din g fig htag ain sthis foreig n foes.H e preached Jihad to his soldiers,an d in the
firstchapter of his A rm y M an ual,Fath-al-Mujahidin,itis said that"Jihad ag ain stthe

ag g ressiv e disbeliev ersforthe trium ph of the Faith isdescribedasreal Islam ."181

Tipu S ultan 's firstfig htag ain stthe En g lish w as w hen he w as aboutsev en teen ,un der

the able com m an dof his father,H aidarA li.H e w as n ow fifty-eig ht,hav in g spen tov er
forty yearscarryin g on thisstrug g le ag ain stthe foreig n en em y.In on e of hism em orable
addresses tohis officers,he is said tohav e en courag ed them tofig htthe B ritish in the
follow in g w ords,"Toliv e a day lik e a lion is far better than a hun dred year's life of a
jack al".The En g lish w ere outto brin g all the prin ces of In dia un der their suzerain ty,
an dTipu S ultan w asdeterm in edtoresisttheirdom in ation .
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In Jun e 1798,M arquis W ellesly w as actuatedby the im perial desig n s of the En g lish in
In dia todeal a fin al blow tothe Gran d Rebel of the S outh,Tipu S ultan .From n ow on
m ilitary preparation s of the En g lish w ere directed to this on e purpose. H e sen t

threaten in g letterstoTipu S ultan ,accusin g him of in v itin g the Fren ch an dotheroutside
pow ers tocom e tohis help tofig htthe En g lish.Tipu S ultan realized thatthe En g lish
w ere am assin g all their forces tohav e a fin al trial of stren g th w ith his arm y.W ellesly
issued orders "on 3rd February 1799,for the B ritish arm ies,an d those of the allies,
im m ediately toin v ade the S ultan 's dom in ion s."182 O n 11th February,the B ritish arm y,
un der the com m an d of Gen eral H arris,m arched from V ellore an d w ere join ed by the
forces of the N izam , headin g tow ards S erin g apatam . O n 4th M arch the com bin ed
arm ies cam ped on the fron tier of M ysore, an d on the follow in g day hostilities

com m en ced. The B ritish arm y, assisted by the forces of som e In dian prin ces, far
outn um bered the arm y of Tipu S ultan .In spite of this g riev ous han dicap,Tipu S ultan
m archedatthe headof his arm y from S erin g apatam toM adur,in ordertog iv e battle to
the en em y.A ftera brief in itial success,Tipu S ultan 's arm y leftthe battle-field,leav in g a
g reatn um ber of dead.A fter restin g his arm y,he ag ain m arched to m eetthe B ritish
un der Gen eral H arris.In a fierce battle on the 27th,Tipu S ultan foun d he had losta
g reatn um berof officersan dov era thousan dof hisbestsoldiers.

M eetin g rev erse afterrev erse,Tipu S ultan w as com pelledtoretreattothe fortifiedcity
of S erin g apatam .S urroun dedby the B ritish arm y,he w rote a letteron 9th A pril tothe
B ritish Com m an der, Gen eral H arris, "The Gov ern or-Gen eral L ord M orn in g ton
B ahadur,sen tm e a letter,a copy of w hich is en closed;you w ill un derstan d it.Ihav e
adhered firm ly to treaties.W hatthen is the m ean in g of the adv an ce of the En g lish
arm iesan dthe occurren ce of the hostilities?"183

O n the 14th,Gen eral H arris receiv ed rein forcem en ts,w ith the arriv al of the B om bay
arm y,an don the 20th the En g lish arm y attack edthe en tren chm en ton the south ban k of
the riv er.O n the 22n d,Gen eral H arris sen ttoTipu S ultan a draftof the term s on w hich
the En g lish W ouldm ak e peace w ith him .The S ultan repliedon the 28th thatbein g an
im portan tm atteritn eededdiscussion an d"Iam therefore abouttosen dtw og en tlem en
toyou,an dhav e n odoubtbuta con feren ce w ill tak e place."184 Gen eral H arrisrefusedto
m eetthe tw oem issaries an dtoldthe S ultan eithertoacceptthe term s in toto ortoface

the con sequen ces.

Tipu S ultan w as n ottobe bullied,an d he k n ew thatthe term s of the En g lish w ere so
hum iliatin g thatthey w ere m ore than a m ilitary defeat.H e quietly butdeterm in edly
beg an preparation s fora fin al show -dow n .Fig htin g brok e outin all its fury on 3rdM ay
1799.A tthistim e,the S ultan w as liv in g in on e of the g atew ays,calledGullaly/D idy,on
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the n orthern ram part,in ordertobe n earthe place of attack .H e addressedhisarm y an d
said,"Iw ould defen d the forttothe lastextrem ity,an d that,as a m an could die on ly
on ce,itw as of little con sequen ce,w hen the periodof his existen ce m ig htterm in ate."185

The n extday saw the situation precariously poisedforTipu S ultan ,buthe didn otshow

an y sig n s of pan icorfear.A s he return edfora respite tohis apartm en t,a procession of
B rahm in astrolog ers w aited on him , an d an n oun ced thatsom e terrible m isfortun e
m ig httak e place,an dthatitcouldbe av ertedby prayersan dby piousofferin g s.Tothis
sug g estion the S ultan ag reed.

In the aftern oon the S ultan lefthis apartm en t."H e w as dressedin a lig htcoloredjack et,
w ith trousers of fin e chin tz, a sash of red silk , an d a rich turban . H e w ore tw o
em broidered belts w ith precious ston es,in on e of w hich w as his sw ord an d from the

other w as suspen ded a cartouche box.H e had also tied on his rig htarm a talism an ,
com posedof prayers an dv erses of the Koran ,en closedin a silv ercase."186 W hen n ew s
w as broug htto him thaton e of his com m an ders,S yed Ghofar,had been k illed,he
quietly said,"S yedGhofarw as a brav e m an ,an dfearedn otdeath;he has obtain edthe
crow n of m artyrdom ."187

H e return edlate in the ev en in g tohis apartm en tfordin n er.B utbefore he couldfin ish

his din n er,he w as disturbedby a fierce n oise,w hich in dicatedthatthe B ritish hadon ce
ag ain ren ew ed the attack ."H e in stan tly w ashed his han ds,buck led on his sw ord,an d
orderedhis Fusils tobe loaded."188 W hen he cam e tothe battle-fron t,he soon perceiv ed
from the fate of his fug itiv e arm y thatthin g s w ere g oin g ag ain sthim .H e repeatedly
firedon the En g lish an dk illedsev eral of them .H ow ev er,"w hen the fron tof the En g lish
colum n approached w here he stood,m ostof his atten dan ts hav in g deserted him ,the
S ultan w as oblig ed toretreat."189 Then he m oun ted his horse an d en deav ored toen ter
the tow n ,the en tran ce bein g crow dedby n um erousfug itiv es."W hilstin thissituation ,a

party of his horsem en fired in to the g atew ay, an d w oun ded the S ultan in the left
breast."S oon afterhe receiv edan otherw ouldin the rig htside.H is horse bein g sev erely
w oun ded fell un der him , an d his turban fell to the g roun d.The S ultan lay on the
g roun d, sev erely w oun ded. O n e of his atten dan ts sug g ested thatthe S ultan letthe
En g lish k n ow w hohe w as in the hope thatthey m ay sav e his life."This he disdain fully
refused."190 S om e m ore En g lish soldiers arriv edon the scen e,on e of them attem ptedto
reliev e the S ultan of hisrichly orn am en tedbelt."The w oun dedP rin ce,w hostill heldhis

sw ord in his rig hthan d,m ade a cutatthe soldier,an d w oun ded him aboutthe k n ee;
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w hen the latter in stan tan eously fired his m usk etan d shothim throug h the tem ple,
w hich causedim m ediate death."191

A fter the fig htin g w as ov er, the Com m an din g O fficer, Gen eral B aird, cam e in the

ev en in g ,accom pan iedby sev eral serv an ts of the S ultan tosearch forhis body.There he
lay, thatg reathero an d rebel,"his coun ten an ce w as n o w ay distorted, buthad an
expression of stern com posure.The turban ,sash,sw ord an d beltw ere g on e."192 The
body lay in the palace for the n ig htan d in the aftern oon of 5th M ay,1799,the fun eral
procession ,v ery larg ely atten ded,an d w ith the utm ostsolem n ity an d dig n ity,m ov ed
from the fort.The body w aslow eredam idstthe firin g of g un s,in toa g rav e dug n earthe
m ausoleum of his father, H aidar A li. "A charitable don ation of 12,000 rupees w as
distributedtothe differen tfak irsan dpoorperson sw hoatten dedthe fun eral."193

O v erthe sim ple g rav e of the m artyra plain tom b of m arble w aslateron erectedw ith an
in scription in P ersian ,w hich,tran slated in E n g lish w ould read,"A s Tippoo S ultaun
v ow edtow ag e a holy w ar,the A lm ig hty con ferredthe ran k of M artyrdom on him ,the
date of w hich S huheer declares thus:''The D efen derof the Faith,an d the S ov ereig n of
the W orld,hath departed.'

Composed by Syed Abdal Cadir,
"A H .1213" called, poetically, Shehir."194
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HAJI SHARIAT ALLAH

(1781-1840)

W hen oppression an d tyran n y ride the back of a people,there com es a tim e w hen the
people are stirred in to action to throw off the hateful burden .D urin g the period that
they putupw ith sufferin g w ithoutprotest,they presen tthe spectacle of dum b creatures
g ropin g in the dark ,searchin g for the heroof history.W ith the arriv al of the m an of
action on the scen e,they tak e a turn on the roadm ark ed"sufferin g ",tow hich they hav e
been accustom ed for so lon g .A n ew phase has already been reached;a n ew chapter
com es tobe w ritten in their history;people are on the m arch;oppression an d tyran n y

yield place to the w ill of the people.Tow ards the en d of the eig hteen th cen tury,the
H in du zam in dars an d m on ey-len ders w ere fleecin g the M uslim peasan ts of East
P ak istan .Theirin iquitous taxes an dm on etary im position s hadg radually im pov erished
the M uslim m asses,driv in g them to liv e below subsisten ce lev el;an d their arbitrary
social edicts had in flicted hum iliatin g con dition s on the M uslim s,ag ain stw hich they
protested w ith the loud v oice of silen ce.S o lon g as the socio-econ om ic w hip of the
H in du zam in dars w as on their back s,the M uslim peasan ts could n ev er expecta fair
deal from the H in du. Justice, lik e happin ess, m ustbe a liv in g force to spread the

sun shin e of life in the g arden of existen ce.B utlon g -sufferin g ,lik e disease in the hum an
body,had im paired their w ill for in depen den ce.They thoug htthey w ere pow erless
before the m ig htof the H in dus,an dthatthey m ustcon tin ue toen dure w hatthey could
n otcure.The history of the tran sform ation of the M uslim peasan ts of EastP ak istan ,
from bein g subserv ien tto the H in du zam in dars to becom in g their v ocal an d m ilitan t
an tag on ists,is in factthe history of the life an d w ork of H aji S hariatA llah.Itw as he
w hom ade the M uslim s atsuch a difficultan dcritical periodof theirhistory torealize

the en orm ity of theirow n stren g th,w hich,lik e an y otherw eapon ,on e m ustk n ow how
to use.A n d outof the leadership thathe g av e an d the follow in g thathe w as able to
org an ize from the M uslim peasan ts of EastP ak istan there w as born w hatis k n ow n as
the FaraidiM ov em en t.

In the secon d half of the eig hteen th cen tury, there liv ed in the sub-div ision of
M adaripurin EastB en g al a sm all lan dow n ercalledA bdul Jalib Taluk dar.H e ow n eda
sm all piece of lan d an d passed his days look in g after his lan d an d m ak in g en oug h

m on ey toliv e a respectable life.H e w as happily m arriedan din the year1781 a son w as
born ,w ho w as n am ed S hariatA llah.The exactplace of his birth is n otk n ow n ;som e
m ain tain thathe w as born in a v illag e calledS ham ail an dothersassertthathe w asborn
in a n eig hborin g v illag e n am edH ajipur,both in the subdiv ision of M adaripur.H e lost
hism otherw hen he w asstill v ery youn g ,an dhisfatherdiedw hen he w ashardly eig ht.
O rphan ed early in life,the youn g S hariatA llah foun d paren tal protection un der the
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roof of A zim uddin ,the brotherof his father.A s A zim uddin an dhis w ife hadn oson of
theirow n ,they look edupon S hariatA llah as theirow n son ,an dlav ishedon him all the
lov e an dcare thata son receiv esfrom hisparen ts.

There is n oev iden ce toshow thatS hariatA llah w en ttoschool w hile he liv edw ith his
aun tan d un cle.B utitis recorded thatw hen he w as abouttw elv e,there w as a quarrel
betw een him an d his un cle,w hich g reatly upsethim .Extrem ely sen sitiv e by n ature,
S hariatA llah lefthis un cle's house w ithoutan y in tim ation an d headed for Calcutta.
Eag ertolearn ,he w as soon searchin g in Calcutta foropportun ities sothathe couldbe
able to study the H oly Q uran .H is w an derin g s led him to a m osque,w here M aulan a
B asharatA li taug htthe H oly Q uran to the boys of the n eig hbourhood.The M aulan a
w asstruck by the look of in tellig en ce on the boy'sface,an dhe readily en rolledhim asa
studen tin hismuktab.

H av in g com pletedthe readin g of the H oly Q uran un derthe M aulan a's care,the youn g
S hariatA llah leftCalcutta forP hurphura in the H ug hly district,in ordertolearn A rabic
an dP ersian .D urin g the tw oyearsthathe studiedatP hurphura,he dev otedall histim e
to his book s,an d atthe en d of tw o years he obtain ed proficien cy in the P ersian an d
A rabic lan g uag es. O n e of his un cles, A shiq M ian , w as w ork in g in the Court of

M urshidabad.A fter com pletin g his studies atP hurphura,S hariatA llah w en tto liv e
w ith his un cle atM urshidabad.A shiqM ian w as g ladtoreceiv e his youn g n ephew ,an d
bein g him self w ell v ersed in P ersian an d A rabic,started g iv in g S hariatA llah lesson s
ev ery day in the literature of these lan g uag es.The year thathe passed as a studen t
un derhisun cle,A shiqM ian ,prov edtobe g reatly ben eficial toS hariatA llah.

A shiqM ian an dhis w ife w ere v ery fon dof S hariatA llah,sothatw hen they decidedto
g o on a shortv isitto S ham ail,their an cestral v illag e,they took their youn g n ephew

w ith them .They un dertook the journ ey in a sm all boat,atfirsttoB ak arg an j,from w here
they w ouldproceedtoS ham ail.The riv erw ore a sullen look ,an dthe sk y w as heav ily
ov ercast.W hile the boatw as on its w ay toB ak arg an j,a ferocious storm burstin all its
m ig ht.The boatfor a w hile brav ed the w eather an d the w av es,butw as ultim ately
en g ulfedby the rain an dthe storm .A shiqM ian an dhis w ife m eta w atery g rav e,an d
the youn g S hariatA llah escaped death by a hair's breadth.Itis n otsure w hether he
look ed upon this as an ill om en or n ot,butthe factrem ain s thatafter this trag edy

S hariatA llah chan g edhis m in d.In steadof headin g forS ham ail,he decidedtotak e the
road to Calcutta. H e already had a frien d an d a g uide in the person of M aulan a
B asharatA li in Calcutta, an d to him he cam e directly after reachin g the city. The
M aulan a w as g lad to receiv e his old pupil,w ho had spen tthe four years of absen ce
profitably,en richin g hism in dw ith a profoun drelig iouseducation .

The teacheran dpupil spen tlon g hours,discussin g problem s con n ectedw ith theolog y
an d w ith curren tw orldly affairs.The M aulan a m ade n o secretof his hatred for the

En g lish,w hom he con sidered as in fidels,an d w how ere in the process of sn uffin g out
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M uslim rule an dsettin g up theirow n suprem acy in In dia.Tothatexten titcan be said
thatthe M aulan a m usthav e been a politically con scious in div idual.The youn g an d
im pression able m in d of S hariatA llah w as profoun dly in fluen ced by w hathe heard
from the M aulan a,an dthus ata v ery early ag e S hariatA llah dev elopeda k een sen se of

in dig n ation ag ain st social, econ om ic an d political disabilities im posed upon the
M uslim s of B en g al.Itw as obv ious tohim thatthe chan g e of pow erfrom M uslim han ds
tothe En g lish hadw ork edtothe g reaterdisadv an tag e of the M uslim s than thatof the
H in dus.The con dition of the M uslim peasan try of EastB en g al w as pitiable in deed.The
M aulan a w as disg usted atthe state of affairs prev ailin g in the coun try,an d he w as
plan n in g to leav e In dia for g ood an d to settle in M ecca.H e con v eyed his w ish to his
pupil, w ho w as equally en thusiastic an d he expressed a desire to accom pan y the
M aulan a.The tw o leftCalcutta in 1799 for M ecca,an d ittook them som e m on ths to

accom plish the journ ey.S hariatA llah w as atthattim e on ly eig hteen — youn g in years,
m ature in k n ow ledg e;full of prom ise;full of en thusiasm .

O n arriv al in M ecca,the question arose astow here they shouldreside,asthey in ten ded
to stay in M ecca m ore or less perm an en tly. This problem w as settled by M aulan a
M urad,an im m ig ran tfrom B en g al,offerin g them accom m odation in his house.This
offer w as readily accepted,an d for tw oyears H aji S hariatA llah learn tIslam ic history

an d jurispruden ce un der the g uidan ce of M aulan a M urad,w ho w as him self a g reat
scholarin these subjects.H ajiS hariatA llah profiteda g reatdeal by becom in g a studen t
of M aulan a M urad.D urin g a chan ce acquain tan ce,H ajiS hariatA llah g reatly im pressed
M oham adTahirS om bal A l-M ecci,w how as reputedin M ecca as a w ell-k n ow n juristof
the H an afiS chool of thoug ht,an dhe becam e his disciple.The m asteran dpupil becam e
dev oted to on e an other, an d this relation ship betw een the tw o lasted aboutfifteen
years.TahirS om bal w asa v ersatile g en ius,an dhe im partedtoH ajiS hariatA llah a firm
an dcom prehen siv e k n ow ledg e of Islam an dof theolog y in g en eral,besidesin troducin g

him toIslam ic sufism .H aji S hariatA llah had dedicated his life tothe study of Islam ,
an dun derM aulan a M uradan dTahirS om bal,he foun da un ique opportun ity toliv e a
life dev otedtorelig ious studies.M aulan a M uradm usthav e been a lov able in div idual,
as he seem s tohav e leftan in delible im pression on the youthful m in d of H aji S hariat
A llah w ho,ev en in hislaterlife,heldthe m em ory of histeacherin the hig hestesteem .

H aji S hariatA llah w as w ell aw are of the reputation of thatg reatseatof learn in g in

Cairo,the A l-A zhar Un iv ersity,an d his m in d w as ben ton spen din g on e year as a
studen tatthatUn iv ersity.H e spok e aboutittoTahirS om bal A l-M ecci,w how asatfirst
reluctan ttoallow his fav ourite studen ttopartcom pan y w ith him ,butultim ately g av e
his disciple perm ission .H aji S hariatA llah leftM ecca forCairo,an dw as soon en rolled
as a studen tatJam ia A l-A zhar.H ere he had am ple opportun ities of furtherin g the
horizon s of his k n ow ledg e,an d this w as supplem en ted by his readin g hun dreds of
book s w ith w hich the library of the Un iv ersity aboun ded,dealin g w ith all bran ches of
learn in g .Itis recorded thatH aji S hariatA llah w as a con stan tv isitor to the library,

w here he spen tm ostof the tim e he w as free from his classes atA l-A zhar.A fter an
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absen ce of abouttw oyears,H aji S hariatA llah return ed toM ecca,w here he w as on ce
ag ain alm ostall the tim e w ith his m asteran dg uide,TahirS om bal A l-M ecci.Itw asn ow
alm ostn in eteen years sin ce H aji S hariatA llah had lefthis ow n coun try,an d he felt
w ithin him self an irresistable urg e to on ce ag ain v isitB en g al. W hile Tahir S om bal

w an ted him to con tin ue his stay in M ecca an d to con tin ue to study un der him ,H aji
S hariatA llah thoug hthe m ustg o back hom e.In the en d Tahir S om bal con sen ted to
ag ree w ith the w ish of his disciple,an d so in 1818 H aji S hariatA llah leftJeddah for
Calcutta.

H aji S hariatA llah w as n ow thirty-sev en ,a m an w hose m in dhaden richeditself a g reat
deal by his w ide trav els an dby his w iderstudy of m an y bran ches of learn in g .H e w as
shock edtosee the con dition s of the M uslim s of EastB en g al,an dhis pen etratin g m in d

beg an toan alyse the causes thathadbeen respon sible forthis state of affairs.H e m ust
hav e recalled the lon g talk s he had w ith his firstteacher,M aulan a B asharatA li,w ho
hadspok en w ith som uch passion ag ain stthe B ritish an dthe H in du zam in dars.A s he
v iew ed the con tem porary socio-econ om ic-political scen e, he w as stirred to his v ery
depths,an dhe w asdeterm in edtodohis bitforthe reg en eration of the M uslim s of East
B en g al.Itm ay be appropriate here to g iv e a brief surv ey of the historical causes that
hadbroug htaboutcon dition s w hich w ere a challen g e tothe dig n ity an dself-respectof

the M uslim sof EastB en g al.

"The g reater part of the peasan t population throug hout Eastern B en g al is
M uham m adan ."195 In thatpartof the subcon tin en tthe M uslim s hadbeen prog ressiv ely
reduced to a pitiable con dition .S o lon g as M uslim rule exten ded ov er B en g al,they
en joyed the status of bein g an im portan tpartof the population .B utw ith the g radual
establishm en tof the B ritish rule in B en g al, they w ere bein g g radually driv en to
desperation . The M uslim s had ow n ed a substan tial portion of ag ricultural lan d in

B en g al,an d they had a place in the hierarchy of tax-collectors un der the M uslim rule.
"The En g lish obtain ed B en g al sim ply as the Chief Rev en ue O fficers of the D elhi
Em peror.In steadof buyin g the appoin tm en tby a fatbribe,w e w on itby the sw ord.B ut
our leg al title w as sim ply thatof the Em peror's D ew an or Chief Rev en ue O fficer.A s
such,the M usalm an s hold thatw e w ere boun d tocarry outthe M uham m adan system
w hich w e then un dertook to adm in ister.There can be little doubt,I thin k ,thatboth
partiestothe treaty atthe tim e un derstoodthis...."196

W ritin g in 1871, W . W . H un ter opin ed in his book , "A hun dred years ag o, the
M usalm an s m on opolized all the im portan toffices of the S tate.The H in dus accepted
w ith than k s such crum bs as theirform ercon querors droppedfrom theirtable,an dthe
En g lish w ere represen tedby a few factorsan dclerk s."197 A ll thishadchan g edun derthe
B ritish, w hose patron ag e in the case of Gov ern m en tappoin tm en ts w ere exten ded
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exclusiv ely tothe H in dus,tothe com plete exclusion of the M uslim s."The proportion of
the race w hich a cen tury ag ohadthe m on opoly of Gov ern m en t,has n ow fallen toless
than on e-tw en ty-third of the w hole adm in istrativ e body."198 The M uslim s could see
theirprog ressiv e im pov erishm en tan dthe g radual rise of the H in dus un derthe B ritish,

butthey w ere n otorg an izeden oug h tom ak e a fig htof it."Forthere is n oshuttin g our
ears tothe factthatthe B en g al M uham m adan s arraig n us on a listof charg es as serious
as w as ev er broug htag ain sta Gov ern m en t.They accuse us of hav in g closed ev ery
hon orable w alk of life toprofessors of theircreed...They accuse us of hav in g broug ht
m isery in to thousan ds of fam ilies, by abolishin g their L aw O fficers, w ho g av e the
san ction of relig ion tothe m arriag e tie,an dw hofrom tim e im m em orial hav e been the
depositories an d adm in istrators of the D om estic L aw of Islam . They accuse us of
im perilin g their souls,by den yin g them the m ean s of perform in g the duties of their

faith. A bov e all, they charg e us w ith deliberate m alv ersation of their relig ious
foun dation s.They declare thatw e,w hoobtain edourfootin g in B en g al as the serv an ts
of a M uham m adan Em pire,hav e show n n opity in the tim e of our trium ph,an d w ith
the in solen ce of upstarts hav e trodden our form er m asters in tothe m ire ...In a w ord,
the In dian M usalm an s arraig n the B ritish Gov ern m en tforits w an tof sym pathy ...an d
forg reatpublicw ron g sspreadov era periodof on e hun dredyears."199

A partfrom the v astm ass of M uslim peasan ts,there w ere m an y rich an dn oble fam ilies
of M uslim s in EastB en g al. For g en eration s they w ere look ed upon as the n atural
leaders of the people,an dthey an dtheirdepen dan ts en joyed a life thatw as free from
w an tan dfree from the cares of fin an cial w orries.B utw ith the com in g of the B ritish in
B en g al,ev en these fam ilies cam e to be faced w ith un told m iseries.B ritish patron ag e
broug htto the fore m an y H in du fam ilies in place of the M uslim fam ilies.Those on ce
proud an d w ealthy fam ilies "drag on a listless existen ce in patched up v eran dahs of
leak y outhouses, sin k in g deeper an d deeper in to a hopeless abyss of debt, till the

n eig hborin g H in du m on ey-len derfixes a quarrel on them ,an dthus in a m om en ta host
of m ortg ag es foreclose,an d the an cien tM ussalm an fam ily is sudden ly sw allow ed up
an d disappears for ev er...A hun dred an d sev en ty years ag oitw as alm ostim possible
for a w ell-k n ow n M ussalm an in B en g al to becom e poor; at presen t it is alm ost
im possible forhim tocon tin ue rich."200

The B ritish beg an toin troduce in the eig hteen th cen tury a n um berof chan g esin the tax-

g atherin g m achin ery an d in the system of taxation in B en g al, un til in 1793 L ord
Corn w allis en forcedupon B en g al the P erm an en tS ettlem en t."The g reatestblow w hich
w e dealtto the old system w as in on e sen se an un derhan d on e (The P erm an en t
S ettlem en t),forn eitherthe En g lish n orthe M uham m adan sforesaw itseffects."201 Un der
the P erm an en tS ettlem en t,the B ritish usurpedthe fun ction s an dthe pow ers of M uslim
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rev en ue officers, w ho had all alon g acted as an im portan tlin k betw een the actual
Collectoran dthe Gov ern m en tan dw hohadbeen the en forcin g authority forthe lan d-
tax.''The M uham m adan n obility eitherlosttheirform ercon n ection w ith the L an d-Tax,
orbecam e m ere lan dholders,w ith an in elastictitle toa partof the profits of the soil."202

The B ritish elev ated the H in dus to the position of tax-collectors an d lan d-ow n ers,
position s prev iously held by M uslim s."The Gov ern m en tadopted a policy of political
discrim in ation .Itfirstrem ov edM uslim sfrom all posts of trustan dauthority an din the
course of tim e debarred them from all Gov ern m en tem ploym en t,replacin g them by
B ritishersorH in dus.V ariousav en uesof trade an dcom m erce,econ om icprosperity an d
political pow er w ere closed tothem ."203 The effects of the P erm an en tS ettlem en tw ere
carefully studied by Jam es O 'Kin ealy, w ho w rote in his report, "The P erm an en t
S ettlem en thas elev ated the H in du collectors, w ho up to thattim e had held but

un im portan tposts,tothe position of lan dholders,g av e them a proprietary rig htin the
soil an dallow edthem toaccum ulate w ealth w hich w ouldhav e g on e tothe M usalm an s
un dertheirow n Rule."204

The H in dus,un der the chan g ed an d fav orable con dition s,becam e drun k w ith pow er,
an d they m ade n o secretof their feelin g s of detestation an d con tem pttow ards the
M uslim s. They im posed upon the M uslim s illeg al taxes, w hich w ere studiedly

calculated to offen d the relig ious sen tim en ts of the M uslim s.A lthoug h m an y of the
cesses im posed w ere of an idolatrous n ature,yetthe M uslim s w ere expected to pay
them tothe H in dusw ithoutprotestin g ag ain stthem .The com bin ation of the B ritish an d
the H in dusw astoopow erful an dthe poorpeasan tsof EastB en g al acceptedall thatw as
forcedupon them by the m ig htof H in du lan dlords an dm erchan ts."Tak in g adv an tag e
of the w eak n essof the M uslim m assesasa resultof the ov erthrow of the M uslim official
class an d the im pov erishm en ts of the M uslim g en try still liv in g in the rural areas,the
pow erful H in du zam in dars prohibited the slaug hter of cow s w ithin their estates."205

The H in dus also "im posed in addition a beard-tax."206 A boutfiv e decades after the
D iw an iof B en g al hadpassedun derthe con trol of the EastIn dia Com pan y,the M uslim s
of EastB en g al "bein g w ithouta shepherd,w ere led m ore an d m ore aw ay from their
n ation al faith,an d con form ed tom an y superstitious rites of the H in dus."207 S oon after
his return tohis v illag e,H ajiS hariatA llah's un cle,A zim uddin ,died.H ajiS hariatA llah
w as shock ed tosee thatthe M uslim s thatparticipated in the fun eral rites of his un cle
in sistedon certain un -Islam iccerem on ies,ag ain stw hich he protestedstron g ly.

H av in g seen the g lory of Islam in the M uslim coun tries thathe v isited,H aji S hariat
A llah's m in d rev olted atthe deg raded con dition of the M uslim s of B en g al.H e w as
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determ in edtodedicate his life toreg en erate them ,sothatthey shouldrealize thatthey
couldstan dshouldertoshoulderan ddeal a deathblow tothe in toleran ce an darrog an ce
of the H in dus,w how ere ben ton w eak en in g the fabricof theirfaith.H e realizedthathe
should starthis w ork as a reform er am on g the poorestsection s of the M uslim s— the

dow n -trodden , dum b, driv en peasan ts of E astB en g al. In order to succeed, he w as
con v in cedhe m ustliv e w ith them ,as on e of them .H e w as in spiredby a lofty idealism ;
an idealism thatw asfosteredby a passion toserv e hispeople,an da w ill toface all odds
an dtosucceed."W ith sym pathy an dun derstan din g he soon w on ov erthe hearts of the
poor ryots w ho readily respon ded to his call to g iv e up custom s an d practices w hich
w ere un -Islam ic in character an d beg an to actupon the com m an dm en ts of relig ion
calledFaraiz orduties."208 Those thatfollow edhim cam e tobe k n ow n as Faraizis,an d
the historical m ov em en tthatthis process setin tom otion cam e tobe called the Faraizi

M ov em en t.

The Faraizis soon becam e a pow ertobe reck on edw ith,an dtheirg row in g im portan ce
posed a real threattothe in toleran tH in du zam in dars of EastB en g al.In the m ean tim e
H ajiS hariatA llah cam e toearn the spon tan eous respectan drev eren ce of his follow ers.
B uthe w asa puritan in hisoutlook ,an dhe w ouldn otallow the Faraizistocall him a pir
ora murshid,as these tw oappellation s sm ack edof discrim in ation ,w hich w en tag ain st

the con ceptof Islam icbrotherhood,a prin ciple on w hich he could n ev er com prom ise.
The Faraizis lov in g ly beg an to call him ustad or teacher."H e forbade biat,w hich w as
custom ary atthe in itiation of a disciple, butin sisted upon a taubah, repen tan ce, a

resolv e toleada piouslife The perform an ce of H in du rites an d participation in H in du
relig ious cerem on ies w ere stopped. M uslim s w ere carefully led to appreciate their
position asM uslim s."209

In the eig hteen th cen tury,En g lish settlers in v estedlarg e sum s of m on ey in EastB en g al

in in dig o plan tation s.In the European m ark ets,in dig o w as able to fetch a v ery hig h
price, leav in g the in dig o exporters w ith substan tial profits. A lon g w ith in dig o
plan tation s,the En g lish setup a n um ber of in dig o factories in D acca,Faridpur an d
M adaripur. The m ethods adopted by the g reedy En g lish plan tation ow n ers leftn o
choice tothe M uslim peasan t,w hohadtow ork on theirplan tation s on term s dictated
by his En g lish m asters. "In the process of paym en t of rem un eration v arious
com plicacies cropped up to the utter disadv an tag e of the riayats."210 The in dig o

in dustry w as in strum en tal in the En g lish g iv in g theirsupporttothe H in du zam in dars
ag ain stthe m em bers of the Faraizi m ov em en t.Kin ship of in terests,n am ely,sham eless
exploitation of the M uslim peasan try,tied the H in dus an d the En g lish in a com m on
bon d,an d these tw o m ig hty seg m en ts of society w ere join tly pitched in a relen tless
resolv e tocrush H aji S hariatA llah an dhis follow ers,the Faraizis."The dev elopm en tof
the Faraidi m ov em en tfrom bein g a purely relig ious prog ram m e to an econ om ic
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strug g le w as because of its upholdin g the cause of the peasan try ag ain stthe oppression
of the zam in darsan din dig oplan ters."211

H aji S hariatA llah had taug htthe dow n an d outM uslim peasan ts of EastB en g al that

their real stren g th lay in their un ity;in g iv in g a un ited fig htto the H in du an d the
En g lish exploiters.Gradually,subcon sciously atfirst,an dthen con sciously,the M uslim
peasan try beg an to realize thatitw as better to adoptthe v irtue of brav ery than to
em brace the v ice of fear an d cow ardice,w hich had im perceptibly led them to a state
borderin g on slav ery. Ithad sn atched aw ay from them their m ostcherished rig ht,
n am ely,the rig htof w orship.They w ere clim bin g upa difficultm oun tain slope,butthe
peak w as already in sig ht,an d they pulledthem selv es up,in ch by in ch,tow ards their
g oal."In the broader con textof the peasan tag itation of B en g al,the socio-econ om ic

aspectof the Faroidim ov em en trepresen tedan org an izedattem ptof ten s of thousan ds
of peasan try,broug httoa com m on platform by relig iousan ddoctrin al ties,tog etridof
the oppression an dextortion s tow hich they w ere subjectedtothe n ew class of g en try,
i.e.,the H in du zam in darsan dEuropean plan ters."212

H aj S hariatA llah prov ed to be a leader of rare talen tan d a reform er,w ho had an
un dyin g faith in his m ission an d in his ultim ate success. The M uslim peasan ts

respon dedtohis call an dg av e him an un question in g follow in g .They w ere resolv edto
shak e off the an ti-Islam iccerem on iesan dritesthatthey hadbeen forcedtoadoptby the
H in du zam in dars,an dthey w ere determ in edn oton ly toprofess Islam ,buttoliv e their
liv es as true M uslim s."H aji S hariatA llah's w ork resulted in a stricter observ an ce of
Islam an dm ade these poorpeople scrupulously hon estan dreliable.They cultiv ateda
n ew sen se of self-respect.H aji S hariatA llah didn otstarta political m ov em en t,buthe
ruled that B en g al w as n o lon g er D ar-ul-lslam an d, therefore, Id an d Friday
con g reg ation al prayers could n otproperly be held ...Greatstress w as laid upon the

ideal of brotherhood an d ev ery m em ber of the fratern ity had,as a m atter of duty,to
com e tothe assistan ce of hisbrotherw hom ig htfin dhim self in distress."213 O n the other
han d,"The zam in darsan din dig oplan tersw ere alarm edatthe spreadof the m ov em en t
w hich,if successful,w ould spell dan g er totheir in fluen ce an d hon or.They,therefore,
stron g ly ban n edtheirten an ts from join in g the reform ers an dsk illfully playedon their
social prejudices in ordertobias them ag ain stthe teachin g s of the Faraizis an dtortured
an d pun ished an y recalcitran t w ho dared disobey their w arn in g ."214 The un holy

com bin ation of the H in du zam in dars an dthe En g lish plan ters believ edthatthe law of
thisw orldIsn othin g butthe law of stren g th.

H aji S hariatA llah plun g edhim self in his w ork ,reform in g the M uslim s of EastB en g al.
H e w as lik e a storm on tw oleg s,m ov in g from v illag e tov illag e,city tocity,addressin g
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g atherin g sof M uslim s,in doorsan din publicm eetin g s,g iv in g g uidelin eson how toliv e
their liv es as true M uslim s.L ik e m an y other relig ious reform ers,the efforts of H aji
S hariatA llah did n otm eetw ith im m ediate or spectacular success.H ow ev er,he had
sow n the seedsof reform in M uslim society.H e thoug htperhapsan otherv isittoM ecca,

w here he could carry on his studies further,m ig hthelp him in his m ission after his
return toD acca,an dsohe leftB en g al on ce ag ain forthe H oly City in 1820.H e stayedin
M ecca for abouttw o years,on ce ag ain studyin g un der Tahir S om bal as his fav orite
pupil.The H aji w as en g ag ed all the tim e in his studies,an d in this he could n othav e
had a better g uide than Tahir S om bal.Then cam e a tim e,w hen H aji S hariatA llah
beg g edleav e from hism aster,an dafterobtain in g hisblessin g she return edtoB en g al to
con tin ue his crusade ag ain stthose custom s an dcerem on ies am on g the peasan ts of East
B en g al,w hich he held to be un -Islam ic.H e g av e particular atten tion to the M uslim

peasan ts of D acca,Faridpur,B ak arg an j an dM ym en sin g h districts."S in ce his return ,he
has been en g ag ed in prom ulg atin g his doctrin es, an d he has succeeded in m ak in g
con v erts to the n um ber,itis estim ated,of on e-sixth of the M ussalm an population ."215

H e hadn ow w on n oton ly the adm iration butalsothe respectof those am on g w hom he
w ork ed in the cause of Islam ."H is blam eless an d exem plary life w as adm ired by his
coun trym en ,w hov en eratedhim as a fatherable toadv ise them in season s of adv ersity
an dg iv e con solation in tim esof affliction ."216

The opposition an d persecution by the H in dus an d En g lish in dig o plan ters g rew in
proportion to the success w ith w hich H aji S hariatA llah's w ork w as bein g rew arded.
These tw ocouldeasily buy the police on theirside,an dthe Gov ern m en tof the day w as
alw ays there tooblig e them .O n e case afteran otherw as filedby the police all ov erEast
B en g al ag ain stthe Faraizis,an dm an y of them w ere un justly con v ictedin courts of law
an d sen ten ced to lon g term s of im prison m en t.A ttim es,H aji S hariatA llah w as also
im plicated. "H aji S hariatA llah him self w as apprehen ded by the police. B utas n o

ev iden ce existed ag ain sthim ,he w as letoff after he had furn ished w ith a bon d on
security of 200 rupees tok eep peace for on e year."217 B utthe H in dus w ere determ in ed
tom ak e his life m iserable an d n ottoallow him topreach his m essag e in peace."The
H in du zam in dars w ere alarm ed atthe spread of the n ew creed, w hich boun d the
M uham m adan peasan try tog ether as on e m an .D isputes an d quarrels soon arose,an d
S hariat A llah w as deported from N ayabari, in the D acca district, w here he had
settled."218 P ersecution has n ev erdam pedthe spiritorardorof a dev otedreform er,n or

has opposition ev erprev en tedhim from pursuin g his g oal relen tlessly.A n dso,in spite
of the m achin ation s of the police,the H in dus an d the En g lish in dig o plan ters,H aji
S hariatA llah's m essag e w en ton spreadin g an d bein g accepted by a larg er an d larg er
n um ber of M uslim peasan ts of EastB en g al.H e had in spired con fiden ce in them ,ata
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tim e w hen they believ ed there w as n o w ay outbutto acquiesce in w hata hostile
en v iron m en tw asim posin g on them .

H ajiS hariatA llah w as n ow aboutsixty,an da v ery busy an ddifficultlife hadim paired

his health.H e w as a m an of stron g con v iction s."H e w as a m an of m iddle heig ht,of fair
com plexion ,an dw ore a lon g an dhan dsom e beard...H e w as a sin cere an dsym pathetic
preacher ...N oon e ev er appealed m ore stron g ly tothe sym pathies of the people than
S hariatA llah".219

Itw asthe year1840,an dH ajiS hariatA llah w ascon fin edtohisbedin his n ativ e v illag e,
S ham ail.H e hadw ag eda lon g an dhardstrug g le ag ain stov erpow erin g odds,an dashe
look ed back on his life,he could draw the satisfaction thathe had succeeded a g reat

deal in his m ission .In thatyear he breathed his last,leav in g behin d for posterity "a
blam eless an d exem plary life." H e w as buried in the com poun d of his hum ble house,
an d the in scription on his tom b, tran slated in to En g lish, reads, "The learn ed of all
learn ed,the expon en tof D iv in e L aw in eloquen tan d eleg an tton g ue,the source of all
g uidan ce in the lan ds of H in dan dB en g al ...V alian tfig hterforrig hteousn ess ag ain stall
falsehoodan dv an ity,deliv ererof Islam (w hich)w as cov eredby dark n ess lik e the sun
en v eloped in clouds,w hose w ords in truthfuln ess w ere lik e m oun tain s in the open

field."220
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HOSH MAHOMED QAMBRANI

(1801—1843)

M ir Fateh A li Khan Talpur con quered S in dh from the lastof the Kalhora dyn asty in

1782,an dthereaftercam e tobe establishedthe rule of the TalpurM irs ov erthatpartof
In dia.M ostof the prin cesof thatdyn asty w ere pleasure-seek in g an deasy g oin g people,
an d the cultiv ation of the artof w ar w as n eg lected,w hich w as toultim ately resultin
their dow n fall. A rulin g house, in fested w ith w arrin g tribes w ithin itself, an d
en dan g ered by pow erful an d hostile n eig hbors from w ithout,should hav e paid the
g reatestatten tion tom ain tain in g a w ell-equippedan dw ell-disciplin edarm y toprotect
its sov ereig n ty an d its fron tiers.Toadd tothe problem s con fron ted by m an y rulers of
the TalpurM irdyn asty,the riv alries am on g the prin ces of the royal fam ily im posedan

addedstrain on the difficulties un derw hich they w ere already laborin g .The resultw as
thatw ithin aboutfifty years of the establishm en tof theirrule ov erS in dh,the M irs w ere
a house badly div ided,forg ettin g thatin ordertoperpetuate an dstren g then theirrule it
w asm ostessen tial tom ain tain un ity w ithin theirfold.

W ith the adv en tof the EastIn dia Com pan y on the subcon tin en t, its ag en ts w ere
solicitin g In dian prin ces to allow them to setup factories an d tradin g houses w ithin

their territories.In pursuan ce of this policy,S ir M iddleton an d W alter P ayton v isited
S in dh in 1711 on behalf of the Com pan y.D urin g the course of theirstay in S in dh,they
v isited the portof D ebal,said tohav e been n ear m odern Karachi an d,hav in g studied
trade con dition s in thatpartof In dia,they com m un icated their fin din g s to P residen t
W ilde atS urat,in w hich they recom m en dedS in dh as a profitable spotforestablishin g
theirtradin g in terests.O n 11th A pril,1729,P residen tW ilde w rote,"Synde soliciteth us to
settle a factory there, which we mean to attempt".Itis n otk n ow n w hetheritw as due tothe

delay on the partof the Com pan y or w hether the Com pan y could n otcom e to term s

w ith the rulers of S in dh,butthe factrem ain s thatthe firstEn g lish factory cam e tobe
establishedin S in dh in 1758,durin g the days of the Kalhoras.Forty-on e years later,the
Com pan y sen tN athan Crow toestablish trade relation s w ith S in dh on a betterfootin g ,
an d as a resultof his astute n eg otiation s,the M irs of S in dh g ran ted him a P arv an a on
26th A ug ust,1799,w hich laiddow n thatthe Com pan y be g iv en ''a spotof g roun din toa
coun try hom e tothe En g lish factory an dfourbig has of g roun dfora g uardoutside the
fortof Currachee g iv en tothe residen tw ith exem ption s from lan dan dtree tax ...an dit

is com m an dedthatthey m ay be deliv eredtohim w hen ev erhe m ay prefer,there bein g
n oin habitan tn orclaim of possession ".The factory thatw as setup by the Com pan y in
1799 w as closed un der the orders of the M irs in 1800, exactly on e year after its
perm ission w as g ran ted. This w as con strued as an affron t by the political an d
com m ercial ag en tof the Com pan y,an d he w rote tohis superiors in B om bay "Totak e
Kurrachee ortostoptran saction sw ith the portfora season ".
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O n 9th M ay,1809,N .H .S m ith of the B om bay Civ il S erv ice w as sen tto Karachi to
n eg otiate a n ew treaty w ith the M irs,an d this m ission prov ed to be successful.For
thirty years,the Com pan y con tin uedtoflourish in itscom m ercial v en turesin S in dh an d

the portof Karachig ain edin im portan ce.B utn ow the B ritish hadthrow n off the v elv et
g lov e thatcon cealedthe iron first,an dthey w ere ben ton an n exin g the w hole of In dia as
on e hug e colon y forecon om ican dpolitical exploitation .In pursuan ce of this objectiv e,
B ritish troops attem pted to lan d atKarachi un der S ir V alian t.The Fortof M an ora,
w hich g uardedthe sea-fron tiers of Karachicity,w as defen dedby the represen tativ es of
the M irs,a m an calledW ussul B en B utcha.This is n ota S in dhin am e,an dthe in feren ce
is irresistible thathe m usthav e been in the serv ice of the M irs,an d thathis real n am e
m usthav e been W asal B in B aqa.W ussul open ed fire on the En g lish ship W ellesley,

w hich w as the spearhead of the attack ,butthe superior w eapon s of the En g lish soon
silen ced the g un s atM an ora.The sea-battle thattook place w as n either fierce n or of
lon g duration ,an dn otbefore lon g the En g lish hadlan dedtheirforces.The g uardian of
the Fort,W ussul B en B utcha,aftersom e v ain opposition hoistedthe w hite flag ,seek in g
term s fora n eg otiatedpeace.The B ritish flag w en tupon the M an ora fort,an dKarachi
w asn ow in the han dsof the En g lish.

"The Fortof M an ora atthe tim e of the attack hadn ota sin g le ball in itthatw ouldfitan y
on e of the g un s;the w hole supply of g un -pow deram oun tedtosix Kurrachee seers (six
poun ds)".221 W hilstthis w as the state of the defen ses of M an ora Fort,the in v adin g
forces w ere form idable,an dfrom the com m en cem en tof the battle itw as obv ious that
the dice w as loaded in fav or of the foreig n ers. The En g lish had attheir com m an d
H .M .S .W ellesley w ith 74 g un s;ships of w ar,Con stan ce,B eren ice,an dEupharates,an d
a larg e n um ber of coun try boats, ready to con v ey ashore stores, am m un ition an d
horses.W hile the on ly portof S in dh w as slippin g outof their han ds,the M irs satat

H yderabadin blissful ig n oran ce of theirrev erses atKarachi.A ll k in g s an ddyn asties of
In dia hadhithertotradition ally believ edthatthe on ly threattotheirterritoriesw ouldbe
either from the N orth or from the N orth-W est.They believ ed thatthe v astexpan se of
the sea w as their n atural defen ce,an d n o en em y could be so foolish as to attem pt
in v asion by the sea route.This belief hadlulledthem in toa false sen se of security an d,
therefore,the M irs hadn eg lectedtheirn av al defen ses.This explain s the poorn ature of
defen sesthatthe M irshadsetupatM an ora."W hatof M an ora'sfortification san dg un s?

O n e of them hadn ocarriag e,an otherw hich hadbeen foun ddurin g the lan din g of the
firstdiv ision thatm orn in g had lum pedfrom its carriag e w hich ithad destroyed in its
v iolen tstrug g le forfreedom ,w hile the on ly rem ain in g on e hadev iden tly resistedev ery
attem pttom ak e itserv iceable an dhadpositiv ely declin edtog ooff".222 Tw odays after
the fall of M an ora,a treaty w as sig n edbetw een the B ritish an dthe M irs of H yderabad,
w hich said,"The full possession of the fortan dtow n of Karachishall be this day g iv en
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upby the aforesaidGov ern ortothe B ritish forces...In con sequen ce of the fulfillm en tof
those term s, the B ritish officers before m en tion ed, ag ree ... that the person s an d
property of all in habitan ts of the fortan dtow n of Karachishall be heldsacred,an dthat
they shall be atliberty tocarry on theirbusin essasheretofore....."

Karachi,a partof S in dh,hadalready fallen in tothe han dsof the B ritish,an dthisw asto
be a steppin g -ston e totheirsubsequen tcon questof the w hole of S in dh.

The im portan ce of Karachiporthadbeen steadily g row in g sin ce the eig hteen th cen tury,
an din 1838 Com m an derCarless of the In dian N av y,in his Report on the Trade of Karachi

w rote, "The w hole of trade of Karachi w as estim ated atRs. 21,46,625 ... The m ost
im portan ttrades w ere ...an dslav es im portedfrom the P ersian Gulf an dsoldforRs.80

to100".223 D escen dan ts of these slav es sold atthe portof Karachi som etim es achiev ed
em in en ce,an d on e such descen dan tof a slav e w as H osh M ahom ed Q am bran i.H is
father w as w ork in g for M ir Fateh A li Khan Talpur,an d,in v ariably,slav es w ork in g in
the fam ily w ere treatedw ith con sideration an d w ere alm osta partof the fam ily itself.
S uch serv an ts w ere classified as "Q am bran i",n am ed after Q am bar,w ho w as a freed
slav e of H azratA ll.Ev en the children born to them con tin ued to w illin g ly serv e the
sam e fam ily,an dthisw en ton forg en eration s.

H osh M ahom edQ am bran i,popularly k n ow n asH oshu S hidhi,hasbecom e a leg en dary
fig ure,because of hisun m atchedbrav ery in fig htin g the B ritish,an dearn in g forhim self
the distin ction of bein g on e of the outstan din g freedom fig hters atthe battle of D abba.
B utthe details of his life are n otfully recorded,on ly a few sk etchy referen ces tohim
bein g foun d in book s on the history of S in dh.L ik e his father,H osh M ahom ed w as a
Khan azad('in the fam ily born ')of the house of M irFateh A liKhan .Ev en the yearof his
birth isa m atterof con jecture,butas he w as a con stan tcom pan ion of M irS obdarKhan ,

a son of M irFateh A liKhan ,an dof alm ostthe sam e ag e,itm ay be presum edthatH osh
M ahom ed w as born aroun d 1801. O f the sam e ag e as S obdar Khan , an d bein g a
Khan azad m em ber of the household,there g rew up a stron g attachm en tbetw een the
tw o, w hich dev eloped in to true frien dship an d loyalty in later life, un til H osh
M ahom adfell fig htin g the B ritish on the battlefieldof D abba.

The birthday of S obdarKhan coin cidedw ith the day on w hich his fatherdied,an dthe

orphan edchildw as educatedan dbroug htupin the palace of the brothers of hisfather,
w hohadbecom e the rulersof S in dh on the death of M irFateh A liKhan .P robably,sin ce
his childhood,S obdarKhan felthe shouldhav e saton the thron e w here sathis un cles,
an d his youn g m in d beg an to n urse soarin g am bition s.In 1826,atthe ag e of tw en ty-
fiv e,he claim edfrom his un cles his share of the fam ily property,an ddem an dedthathe
be g ran ted the status an d substan ce of a real rulin g prin ce.H is un cles dem urred,an d
S obdarKhan raisedthe ban n erof rev olt."H osh M ahom edhadrem ain edattachedtothe
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P rin ce an dw as on e of his chief supporters".224 Itis n otk n ow n w hetherH osh M ahom ed
en courag edS obdarKhan torev oltag ain sthis un cles orn ot,butsin ce the feudbetw een
the tw opartieshadtak en an ug ly turn ,H osh M ahom edcon tin uedtorem ain loyal tohis
frien d an d m aster,S obdar Khan .M ir Karam A li Khan ,on e of the un cles of S obdar

Khan ,w asa farsig htedstatesm an ,an dseein g thatthe fam ily quarrel w ouldw eak en the
rulin g dyn asty, he used his g ood offices, an d succeeded in brin g in g about a
recon ciliation betw een his n ephew an d his brothers.The settlem en t,thoug h otherw ise
g en erous toS obdar Khan ,den ied him an y share in the adm in istrativ e m achin ery,n or
did his un cles allow him to share pow er w ith them selv es.A s a result,S obdar Khan ,
w hile payin g liployalty tothe fam ily recon ciliation ,con tin uedtom an euv eran dplotfor
opportun ities,sothathe m ay tak e the place of hisun cleson e day.

The opportun ity cam e w hen the B ritish laun cheda sev ere offen siv e ag ain stS in dh.The
foreig n ers,ev er on the look outfor n ativ e prin ces,w ho w ould supporttheir cause in
return for future prom ises,succeeded in w in n in g ov er S obdar Khan to their cause.It
w asatthistim e thatH oshu S hidhiprov edw hatan arden tpatriothe w as.H e con stan tly
beg g edS obdarKhan n ottoplay in tothe han ds of the en em ies of the m otherlan d,an d
toforg ethis person al quarrels in the face of extern al ag g ression ,g iv in g all help tohis
un cles to defeatthe B ritish. S obdar Khan w as, how ev er, m ade of differen tstuff. A

chron icv ictim of epilepsy from birth,he dev elopedin toa youn g m an ,w hohadn otthe
courag e of his con v iction s.H e soug htalw ays an easy w ay toascen dtothe pin n acle of
pow er,an d if an y sufferin g or sacrifice w as to be en tailed in the process,he w as n ot
preparedtopay the price toachiev e his objectiv e.S urroun dedby w eak k n eed-courtiers
an d flatterers, as m ostof the M irs w ere, he succum bed to the tem ptin g an d rosy
picturespain tedby them ,an dthatw astoprov e hisun doin g .

The B ritish hadbeen an xiousforthe pastfew decadestoobtain a solidfootin g in S in dh,

an dtoachiev e this objectiv e,S irCharles N apierin Jan uary 1843 threaten edthe M irs of
S in dh w ith dire con sequen ces,if they didn otsig n the treaty proposedan dpreparedby
the En g lish.H e plan n edhis m ilitary strateg y w hile the n eg otiation s forthe treaty w ere
g oin g on ,an don 11th Jan uary,1843,he capturedthe Fortof Im am g arh,w hich belon g ed
to the M ir dyn asty of Khairpur. B y this tim e, prom pted by pruden ce rather than
patriotism , the M irs had sig n ed all treaties g iv in g the con cession s dem an ded, an d
hopin g to con tin ue as the titular rulers of S in dh.The M irs of S in dh w ere atdag g ers

draw n ,each ag ain stthe other.M irN asirKhan ,w how as the rulerof H yderabadatthis
tim e,w as bein g open ly opposed by his cousin ,S obdar Khan ,w how as secretly on the
side of the B ritish."M ir S obdar had already ben efited g reatly by m ain tain in g a steady
attitude of frien dship an d cooperation w ith the B ritish.H e,therefore,pin n ed his faith
on the ultim ate trium ph, w hen he m ig htexpectfurther rew ard; an d he persuaded
youn g H ussain A litofollow hislin e of policy".225
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M ir S obdar Khan w as con stan tly in secretcorrespon den ce w ith S ir Charles N apier,
assurin g him thathe w ouldn otthrow his lotin w ith the M irs of S in dh an doppose the
B ritish.The En g lish w ere on ly too w illin g to en courag e traitors,as they w ould be a

thorn in the side of the M irs'on theirhom e fron t.Thus,w hen preparation s w ere bein g
m ade by the M irs to g iv e battle to the En g lish atM ian i,S obdar Khan discreetly k ept
him self an d his m en aw ay from join in g them ,w ith the resultthaton 17th February,
1843,w hen the B attle of M ian i w as foug ht,S obdar Khan had k epthim self w ithin the
fortification s of the fortof H yderabad.A s soon as he cam e tolearn thatthe En g lish had
w on the battle an d the arm ies of the M irs w ere in flig ht,he sen this trusted adv iser,
M un shi A w atrai, a H in du A m il of S in dh, w ith fruits an d sw eat-m eats an d som e
expen siv e g ifts toS ir Charles.Itm ustbe recorded here thatA w atrai had con siderable

in fluen ce ov erthe v acillatin g an dw eak S obdarKhan ,an dhe hadbeen persuadin g his
m aster to rem ain aloof from all en tan g lem en ts,so thatw hen the En g lish w ere fin ally
v ictorious,w hich accordin g tohim w as certain ,S obdar Khan m ay fin d him self on the
w in n in g side.In order to further en tren ch him self in the g ood g races of the En g lish
Gen eral,S obdar Khan sen tA w atrai an d M usa A rm an i to him in order to obtain the
Gen eral's approv al to g ran tS obdar Khan som e tim e for a person al in terv iew .226 The
on ly purpose of S obdar Khan w as tog etcloser tothe En g lish an d toreap the fruits of

his treachery. H is em issaries elaborately an d eloquen tly pleaded the cause of their
m asterbefore S irCharles,sayin g thathe hadtak en n opartin hostilities.227 The Gen eral
ask ed them to con v ey to S obdar Khan to do his bestto obtain the un con dition al
surren der of the M irs of H yderabad,w hom he w ould treatw ith all the con sideration
thattheirroyal statusen titledthem to.

Throug houtthe period of his treacherous dealin g s,H osh M ahom ed w as beg g in g his
m astertotak e courag e in his han ds an dtofig htthe com m on en em y.B utsuch abstract

ideas as patriotism an dloyalty v an ish in tothin air,if a g reedy an dw eak -m in dedm an
has acceptedhis person al in terestas the on ly touchston e foracceptan ce orrejection of a
particular adv ice. S o thatw hile the adv ice of H oshu S hidhi w as spurn ed, thatof
A w atraiw asreadily accepted.Ehsan A liS hah,a con tem porary poethas,fortun ately for
posterity,recorded in his epic poem on the B attle of M ian i the adv ice ten dered by
H oshu S hidhitoS obdarKhan :—

Thusen treatedH osh M ahom ed,"O h,M irS aheb N am dar,
Yourjudg m en tcom peten tk eep,an dw eak n essshirk
L etyourson M irFateh A liKhan lead
O urpeople,oursoldiers,alon g w ith m e;
L etM irM ahom edin charg e of hom e defen sesbe,
A n dyou join yourk in ,the M irs,an dstrik e forv ictory.
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H eedn otthe w ordsof Kauro,the traitor,
KeepA w atraiatarm 'slen g th,a w retch un reliable.
Con g ratulation sen tby yourw ife'sfather
O n the v ictory atM ian iof ourcom m on en em y !

H ow un w orthy they are of a true an dv alian tpatriot.
These n ew sare calam ity,n otjoyousm atter.
M en lik e those,w hathon ourhav e they left?
The cow ardsbehin drem ain ,The brav e face bulletsan ddeath em brace,
S uch are m en lik e yourfather-in -law .
H isson an dKauro,yourfav orite m in ister,
M ustyou listen toKauroan dhisadv ice
A n dclose yourearstoourw ell-m ean in g en treaties?

Tribal chiefshipfrom the En g lish foryou,
From the En g lish w ouldKaurobeg .
Un patriotic!Tok ill yourow n tog eta crow n .
Toyourcousin M irN asirKhan yoursupportg iv e,
H is v ictory isyourv ictory,an dthatof S in dh.
Toliv e w ith headserectafteron e'sbrothersfall
O n the fieldof battle,isa sham e in deed.

P ersuade n otS herM ahom edtoleav e the battlefield.
Join on e,join all;join prin ces,join peoples,
Use yoursw ordslik e heroes,v alian t,brav e.
W hitherdoth hon orlie,O M ir?
In bein g loyal toon e'scousin s,brothers,fam ily.

These w ords hav e tobe w eig hed in the scales of historicperspectiv e.This adv ice w as
g iv en by a serv an ttoa prin ce,w hen ev erythin g w as g oin g ag ain stthe hom e coun try

an d the en em y w as slow ly butsteadily g ain in g g roun d,an d itw as on ly a m atter of
days w hen the B ritish flag w ould fly ov er the en tire len g th an d breadth of S in dh.B ut
H oshu S hidhi w as a brav e m an ,a patriot,w how as prepared tolay dow n his life.H e
w ouldn otyieldan in ch of g roun dof his n ativ e lan dtothe foreig n in v adin g forces.A s
H oshu S hidhi un burden ed his ag on ized heartbefore his m aster,S obdar Khan losthis
tem per,threaten ed him w ith harsh w ords an d w ith prom ises of pun ishm en tatn ota
distan tdate,an dorderedhim tog etoutof the royal presen ce.228

O n e by on e the B ritish w ere arrestin g or liquidatin g the M irs an d the tribal chiefs of
S in dh.Fourdays afterthe battle of M ian i,tobe exacton the 21stof February,1843,the
B ritish soldiers trium phan tly en tered the Fortof H yderabad,w here S obdar Khan had
k epthim self con fin ed,in order toav oid bein g draw n tofig htfor the M irs ag ain stthe
B ritish.The En g lish collected the an cestral treasures of the M irs,w hich had been k ept
for g en eration s in the Fort.Fiv e days later M ir M ahm ood Khan an d M ir S obdar Khan
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w ere m ade tositforcibly in a palan k in ,an dthey w ere ledoutof the Forttopass their
daysin captiv ity.229

H oshu S hidhi w as in dig n an tatthe in sults heaped on his m aster,an d in proportion

in creased his hatred for the B ritish.H e had w atched atfirstthe tw ilig htan d then the
dark n ess thatw as settlin g ov er his coun try,as a resultof in tern al dissen sion ,m utual
jealousy,an dall roun dtreachery.B uthe w as n ota m an tobe daun tedby rev erses.H e
believ edthatdefeats com e an dg o,butn osin g le defeatis fin al.H e took up his sw ord,
collectedhis brav e an dfaithful ban dof soldiers,an dleftH yderabadtojoin han ds w ith
M irS herM uham m ad,in the hope thatin the battle thatw ouldtak e place thereafter,the
B ritish w ouldbe liquidated,an dS in dh freedfrom the un holy presen ce of foreig n rulers.

S her M uham m ad, already determ in ed to fig ht the En g lish, an d n ow further
stren g then ed by a v alian tfig hter lik e H oshu S hidhi an d his ban d of brav e soldiers,
adv an ced tow ards H yderabad on the 15th of M arch,1843.S ir Charles had sen tout
patrols todeterm in e the exactstren g th an dthe deploym en tof the M ir's forces.O n the
23rd, S ir Charles m ov ed his form idable arm y across the P huleli Can al. A fter som e
sk irm ishes,a pitched battle w as foug htbetw een the patriotic forces an d the in v aders,
w here the superiorcav alry of the latterw asm ore than a m atch forthe m atchlock sof the

form er."O n ce m ore the bayon etprev ailed;an das the surv iv in g B aluchis fell back ,the
attack ers pressedon an ddow n in toa secon dfarw ideran ddeeperen tren chedcan al,in
an dbehin dw hich the defen ders w ere m assedin double stren g th.H ere the fury of the
com batreacheda yethig herpitch ... those (the En g lish soldiers) w hose adv an ces
broug htthem opposite the ran k s leftby the B aluchis forthe passag e of theirow n g un s
soon forced their w ay ov er them , pen etratin g the defen ders' last lin e".230 H osh
M ahom ed,a brillian tstrateg istin the artof han d-to-han d fig htin g ,adv ised M ir S her
M uham m adKhan toretire his forces forthe day,sothatthey m ay hav e som e restan d

ren ew the fig htthe follow in g day w ith redoubled v ig or an d en thusiasm . M ir S her
M uham m adKhan acceptedthisadv ice.

A li,a rusticcon tem porary poet,hasrecordedin v erse som e detailsof thisbattle.

Ev erv ictoriousA liM urad,son of S herM uham m ad,
B rav ely foug ht,an dordered,"A ttack !A ttack I"

H e pan iccausedin E n g lish ran k s,
A n dtheirbloodfreely flow edin toP huleli.
Then adv an cedH osh M oham edQ am bran i
Charg in g fiercely,v alian tly,
A n dw ith hism en defen cesof the en em y
S m ashedan dsm ashed.231
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In this battle H oshu S hidhi foug htlik e a m an possessed. H e w as drun k w ith the
g ossam erw in e of patriotism ,an dhe shoutedatthe top of his v oice tohis m en torally
their forces,to charg e,to putthe en em y to rout.Itis said thaton this battlefield,he

raisedthe battle cry,w hich has m ade him a leg en dary fig ure in the pag es of ourhistory
asa brav e freedom fig hterag ain stthe foreig n ers.

M y headyou m ay surely tak e;
B utm y S in dh Iw ill n otforsak e.

M an y leg en ds con tin ue tobe told tothis day of his brav ery in the face of heav y odds.
The sam e poet,A li,hasrecorded:

H oshu hislife sacrificed
W ith lov e he laiditdow n
W ith a hun dredbrav e com pan ion s
H e foug htlik e a g ian t
A n dlik e a herodied.O n him n oblam e,
A ll Isfrom God.

V ictory in H ishan dslies,
Tow hom soev erH e m ay g ran t.
O urheroesn otan in ch they budg ed.
O urheroes,them w e praise.232

Ev en som e En g lish historian s hav e paidfulsom e tribute tothe brav ery an dheroism of
H oshu S hidhi in his laststrug g le for the freedom of our coun try."H osh M ahom ed
Kam bran i,tog etherw ith a dev otedban dof fellow serv an tsof M irS obdarKhan ,yielded

n otan in ch of g roun d,butfig htin g tothe lastm an diedw here they stood."233
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SIR SYED AHMED KHAN

(1817—1898)

"O ften in civ ilized history a Un iv ersity has supplied the sprin g board for a n ation 's
in tellectuals an din tellectual ren ascen ce.In ourtim e ithas been saidthatthe A m erican
RobertM ission ary Colleg e in Con stan tin ople ledtothe re-em erg en ce of B ulg aria as an
in depen den t,sov ereig n n ation .W ho can assess the effecton A rab n ation alism of the
existen ce of the A m erican Un iv ersity of B eirut? A lig arh is n oexception tothis rule.B ut
w e m ay claim w ith pride thatA lig arh w as the productof our ow n efforts an d of n o

outside ben ev olen ce,an dsurely itm ay alsobe claim edthatthe in depen den tsov ereig n
n ation of P ak istan w as born in the M uslim Un iv ersity of A lig arh".234 P ak istan ow es as
m uch to A lig arh, as A lig arh ow es to S ir S yed A hm ed Khan for its con ception ,
establishm en tan d dev elopm en t.In other w ords,S ir S yed A hm ed's con tribution in the
cause of the P ak istan M ov em en thas been a spectacular on e an d deserv es hon orable
m en tion in the an n alsof ourfreedom m ov em en t.

In the secon dhalf of the sev en teen th cen tury,durin g the days of A uran g zeb,a P ersian

fam ily m ig rated from Iran an d,tak in g the ov erlan d route,en tered In dia,w here they
cam e tobe perm an en tly settled.A bouta hun dredyears later,on e of the descen dan ts of
this fam ily,S ayedH adi,cam e tobe appoin tedas a hig h-ran k in g officerin the Courtof
A lam g ir II. M ir M uttaqui, the son of S ayed H adi, had n o heartin courtlife an d,
therefore,he soug htn o opportun ities to becom e attached as an officer of the Royal
Court. A lthoug h he w as often in v ited to the priv ate sittin g s of the Em peror, he
con tin uedtopass m ostof his tim e perfectin g him self in sw im m in g an din archery.H is

fam e spread far an d w ide as an expertin these tw osports,an d m an y prin ces eag erly
en rolled them selv es as his pupils to learn sw im m in g an d archery un der him . M ir
M uttaquiw asalsoa m an of stron g relig iousin clin ation s,an dspen tm uch of histim e by
him self as a relig ious recluse,w hich w on him the esteem of those thatcam e tok n ow
him .L eadin g a life of n on -attachm en ttow orldly g ain s,w hen ,on the death of hisfather,
S ayed H adi,he w as offered the office thathis father had held atthe Royal Court,he
politely declin ed it. Eag er to im bibe m ore an d m ore relig ious experien ce an d

k n ow ledg e,he fell un der the in fluen ce of S hah Ghulam A li,a sain tof the order of
M ujadidA lpha-Than i,w how as heldin g reatrev eren ce by his follow in g .S hah Ghulam
A libecam e v ery fon dof his pupil,M irM uttaquian d,hav in g n ochildren of his ow n ,he
look edupon M irM uttaqui'schildren ashisow n .

M irM uttaqui cam e tobe m arriedtoA zizun -N isa,daug hterof Khw aja Fariduddin ,for
som e tim e P rim e M in isterof the M og hul Em peror,an din the year1817 a son w as born
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in the fam ily.The father took the son to his spiritual m en tor,S hah Ghulam A li,w ho
g av e his blessin g s tothe baby boy an d n am ed him A hm ed.A s the child g rew up,he
w asfrequen tly tak en tothe sain t,w hobecam e particularly fon dof him ,an dw hen S yed
A hm edw asof school-g oin g ag e,S hah Ghulam A litook him un derhiscare toteach him

the H oly Q uran .H isattachm en ttothe sain tin hisyoun g an dIm pression able ag e leftan
im perishable m ark on the boy'sm in d,an dhe g rew uptobe a dev outM uslim .

S yedA hm ed'sm atern al g ran dfather,Khw aja Fariduddin ,w asn otedforhisscholarship,
bein g a ren ow n ed m athem atician ,an d atthe sam e tim e w ise in run n in g the affairs of
state.H e had a brillian tacadem ic career an d had held m an y im portan tpublic offices.
H e w as particularly fon d of his g ran dson ,S yed A hm ed,w hospen tm an y days in the
house of his g ran dfather. This con tactcreated in him a desire to pursue W estern

education ,w hich w as then look ed upon w ith g en eral disfav or by the M uslim s.The
profoun d in fluen ce thatKhaw aja Fariduddin exercised ov er him is ev iden tfrom a
biog raphy thatS yedA hm edw rote of his g ran dfather.H is m otherw as a v ery sag acious
lady,an dfrom his early childhoodshe putS yedA hm edin com peten than ds in the old-
style maktabs to learn the H oly Q uran ,supplem en ted by tuition thathe receiv ed at

hom e by a learn ed lady,w hom the solicitous m other had en g ag ed for the purpose.
M aulv i H am iduddin w as on e of his earliestteachers,from w hom he learn tP ersian an d

A rabic,w hich w ere con sideredn ecessary lan g uag es forboys an dg irls of g oodM uslim
fam ilies.A m on g the subjects thatin terested him m ostas a studen tw ere m athem atics
an dm edicin e,butthe g atherin g dark cloudsof fin an cial difficulties ov erthe fortun es of
hisfam ily com pelledhim toleav e hisstudiesin com plete an dtog ooutin tothe w orldin
search of w ork .O utof maktabs,butn ev er outof touch w ith book s,he con tin ued to

educate him self,an en d tow ards the achiev em en tof w hich he ben this en erg ies w ith
full force.D elhiw asatthistim e fam ousforitsliterary sittin g san dpoetry ev en in g s,an d
S yedA hm edw asa frequen tv isitortothese g atherin g s,w here he m etoutstan din g Urdu

poets an d w riters, the m ostn otable of w hom w ere Ghalib an d M aulv i Im am bux
S hahbai.The latterw as a fam ous poetan d scholar of the tim e,an dw as forsom e tim e
P rofessorof P ersian in the D elhiColleg e.D urin g the rebellion of 1857,he diedthe death
of a m artyr,hav in g been shotby B ritish soldiersforhisrev olution ary activ ities.

A tthe ag e of tw en ty-on e,S yedA hm edlosthis father,an dthroug h the g ood offices of
his un cle,M aulv iKhaliullah,he succeededin securin g a m in orpostin the em ploym en t

of the EastIn dia Com pan y.H e m ade a m ark for him self v ery early in his career as an
em ployee of the Com pan y,an d he w as g iv en a hig her postan d tran sferred to A g ra.
A fter hav in g passed the exam in ation of M un sif, he w as appoin ted as M un sif at
M an ipurithree years later.In 1842 he w as tran sferredtoFathepurS ik ri,an din 1846 he
w as re-postedtoD elhi.H e rem ain edin D elhiforn in e years,durin g w hich tim e he took
seriously tow ritin g book s an dpam phlets,w hich establishedhis reputation as a w riter
an dthin k er.In 1855 he w asg iv en a hig herprom otion ,an dw asappoin tedS adrA m in of
B ijn ortow n .
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W hen the firstrebellion forIn dia's in depen den ce brok e outin 1857,S yedA hm edKhan
w as in B ijn or,w here liv ed abouttw en ty European s,all em ployedin the serv ice of the
Com pan y.The fury of the citizen s had been roused ag ain stthe foreig n ers,an d the
En g lishm en atB ijn or,fin din g theirliv esin g rav e dan g er,fledforprotection tothe hom e

of S hak espeare,the Collectorof the D istrict,B utev en here,theirliv esw ere n otsafe,an d
S yedA hm ed,atthe risk of losin g his ow n life,g uardedthe house of the Collector.The
forces of rev olution soon surroun ded the house of the Collector,an d itw as on ly a
m atterof hours foreach on e of them tobe k illed.S yedA hm edfacedthe situation w ith
courag e an d acted as a peace-m ak er betw een the besieg ed European s an d his ow n
people.Ultim ately he succeeded in brin g in g abouta settlem en tbetw een the tw o,an d
the European sw ere allow edtoleav e B ijn orw ithoutbein g m olested.

H e hadsav edthe European s,butw hen rebellion ison ce letloose on the streets,w ithout
a cen tral han d to k eep it un der proper con trol an d direction , chaotic con dition s
in ev itably follow . S yed A hm ed foun d B ijn or an d the coun try aroun d aflam e w ith
hatredan dthirsty forv en g ean ce H e leftB ijn orforM oradabad,butthe hig hw ays bein g
in fested w ith robbers,he m etw ith disastrous adv en tures,un til he reached M eerut,a
v ery sick an dtiredm an ,w orn outby trav ellin g an dw orriedby the om in ous shadow of
a threaten in g calam ity,w hich he feltw ouldsoon en v elopIn dia.

W hen he return ed tohis hom e in D elhi in S eptem ber 1857,he foun d his house alm ost
destroyed,an d his un cle an d cousin m urdered by the S ik hs,w ho had sided w ith the
En g lish in the rebellion .A s a con sequen ce of this,his w hole fam ily hadlefttheirhom e
an d fled for safety to on e of the suburbs of D elhi.Fortun ately for him ,he foun d his
m other an d on e of his aun ts in hidin g in the stables,w here they had spen tdays of
terrible sufferin g ,n othav in g hada m orsel toeatforthe lastfew days.H e broug htthe
tw oladies toM eerut,afterfacin g the hazardsof a difficultjourn ey.B utthe shock of the

brutalities thatshe had w itn essed atD elhi had so deeply hurther feelin g s,thatthey
m ade her thoroug hly sick .S he had hardly been in M eerutfor a shorttim e,w hen her
health com pletely brok e dow n ,an dshe soon breathedherlast.

S yedA hm edKhan 'sn extpostin g w asatM oradabadasS adr-us-S adr.The con sequen ces
thatfollow edin the w ak e of the rebellion fell heav ily on the M uslim s of In dia,an ditis
on ly throug h literature con tem poran eous w ith thatperiod thatw e are able to form

som e idea of the sev ere disabilities thatw ere in flictedon the M uslim s,as if tosatisfy a
dev ilish w ill for v en g ean ce. The H in dus w ere bein g g iv en all k ey position s in
Gov ern m en tserv ice tothe com plete exclusion of the M uslim s."The truth is thatw hen
the coun try passedun derourrule,the M uslam an s w ere the superiorrace,an dsuperior
n oton ly in stoutn essof heartan dstren g th of arm ,butin pow erof political org an ization
an dthe scien ce of political Gov ern m en t B efore the coun try passedtous,they w ere n ot
on ly the political,butthe in tellectual pow erin In dia S om e years ag o, out of three
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hun dredboysin the En g lish Colleg e (Calcutta),n oton e percen tw ere M uslim s".235 A sa
m atterof fact,in stan ces w ere n otw an tin g w hen ev en m in orposts w ere sn atchedfrom
M uslim s an dg iv en toH in dus;ev en official Gazettes,adv ertisin g v acan cies tobe filled,
n otifiedthatM uslim sw ouldn otbe elig ible forthe posts adv ertised."N oton ly w ere the

M uslim s econ om ically crushed, education ally an d socially also their position w as
deliberately depressedby the Gov ern m en t".236

W hile w ork in g as S adr-us-S adr atM oradabad, S ir S yed A hm ed Khan had am ple
opportun ities to reflectupon the fallen con dition of his corelig ion ists,to an alyze the
causes thathad broug htaboutthatsad state of affairs, an d to thin k outrem edial
m easures thatw ould m eetthe situation an d en able them toon ce ag ain stan d on their
leg s,as a self-respectin g n ation ,liv in g in hum an dig n ity.H e seem ed toliv e from n ow

on for on e cause on ly— to w ork tirelessly,w ith utter dedication , for the social an d
education al adv an cem en tof the M uslim s of In dia.H e con tin ued to w rite pam phlets
an d book s,an d deliv ered an im portan tpublic speech for the firsttim e on 28th July,
1859.D w ellin g upon the sufferin g s of the M uslim s,he en dedhis speech by prayers for
the prog ressan dprosperity of the M uslim s.The m ostsig n ifican tof hisliterary w ork sof
thisperiodw ere hispam phletsL oyal M oham m adan sof In dia an dThe Causesof In dian
Rev olt.

The latter book is ev iden ce of his fearlessn ess in the face of heav y odds,as itw as
w ritten durin g the m artial law reg im e in the w ak e of the firstrebellion ,an d itw as a
bold criticism of the policies follow ed by the Gov ern m en t.H e deplored the factthat
In dian s w ere n otrepresen ted in the coun cils of Gov ern m en tm achin ery thatin itiated
policies atall lev els."M ostm en ag ree ...thatitis hig hly con duciv e tothe w elfare an d
prosperity of Gov ern m en t— in deed,itisessen tial toitsstability— thatthe people should
hav e a v oice in itscoun cilsGov ern m en tw ould n ev er k n ow (in the pre-m utin y period)

the in adv isability of the law s an dreg ulation s w hich itpassed.Itw ouldn ev erhear,as it
oug htto hav e heard,the v oice of the people on such a subject".237 Con dem n in g the
En g lish for their aloofn ess,he w rote,"There w as n o real com m un ication betw een the
Gov ern ors an dthe g ov ern ed,n oliv in g tog etherorn earon e an otheras hasalw ays been
the custom of the M oham m adan s,in coun tries,w hich they subjected to their rule".238

There w as an uproar from the En g lish in protestag ain stthe book . "Itis a hig hly
seditiousbook ...The authorshouldbe duly pun ished".239

W hen fam in e brok e outin 1860,S ir S yed w as en trusted w ith the task of distributin g
foodtothe fam in e-strick en people.H e w ork edroun dthe clock an dw on the adm iration
of the people of M oradabad for the dev oted m an n er in w hich he discharg ed this
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respon sibility.Un derhisadv ice,John S trachey,the Collectorof M oradabad,ag reedthat
the children orphan ed by the fam in e be g iv en to such H in du an d M uslim fam ilies as
w ould care to tak e them un der their protection , so thatthey m ay n otbe sen tto
Christian m ission hom es,w here they w ere sure tobe con v ertedtoChristian ity.S irS yed

him self took fiv e such orphan s un derhis roof.B utw hen S trachey w as tran sferred,an d
an otherEn g lishm an took ov eras Collector,he rev ersedS trachey's orders,an dall such
orphan s w ere ordered to be han ded ov er to Christian m ission aries, in cludin g the
orphan s that had foun d shelter in S ir S yed's hom e. The v oice of the Christian
m ission aries atthis period of our history w as v ery pow erful w ith our En g lish rulers,
an d they dared n otrefuse w hatthe Church dictated.This is ev iden tfrom a speech
m ade in 1857 in P arliam en tby M an g les,the Chairm an of the B oardof D irectors of the
EastIn dia Com pan y."P rov iden ce has en trusted the exten siv e em pire of H in dustan to

En g lan d thatthe ban n er of Christshould fly trium phan tfrom on e en d of In dia tothe
other.Ev eryon e m ustexertall his stren g th thatthere m ay be n o dilatorin ess on an y
accoun tin con tin uin g in the coun try of the w ork of m ak in g all In dia Christian ".240

H e w as still posted atM oradabad w hen his w ife died in 1859. H e w as a dev oted
husban d,an dm an y years of life spen ttog etheras husban dan dw ife hadforg edbon ds
of deepattachm en tbetw een the tw o.A tthe tim e of the death of his w ife,they hadtw o

son s,H am id an d M ahm ud,an d on e daug hter.A little ov er forty.S ir S yed w as old
beyon d his years.H e w as droopin g un der the burden of the plig htof the M uslim s,
w hich w as w eig hin g heav ily on his m in d.H e hadlon g ag ocom e tothe con clusion that
the M uslim s m ustchan g e their outlook ,be in k eepin g w ith the chan g ed tim es,an d,
abov e ev erythin g else,they m ustg iv e up theirn eg ativ e attitude,an dtak e assiduously
tothe pursuitof m odern education .H e saw clearly thatsolon g as they didn otdothis,
they w ould be leftbehin d in the race for m aterial prosperity by the H in dus.From
M oradabadhe w as tran sferredtoGhazipur,an din 1864 he w as tran sferredtoA lig arh,

w hich prov ed to be the cen tre from w here he spread his m essag e to the M uslim s of
In dia to tak e to m odern education . "S yed A hm ed's m otto w as, Educate, Educate,
Educate.A ll the socio-political ills of In dia,he on ce said to m e,m ay be cured by this
treatm en t.Cure the root,the tree w ill flourish".241 In his public speeches,he soun ded
eloquen tly the n ote thatM uslim s m usttak e m ore an dm ore tom odern education .In a
publicspeech,he said,"The reason ,g en tlem en ,w hy w e are all soback w ardn ow adays
is thatw hilstw e are learn edin an dhav e ben efitedby the philosophy,scien ces an darts

of an tiquity,w e are alm osten tirely ig n oran tof those of m odern tim es".

In 1867,prom in en tH in dus publicly resolv edthatUrdu shouldn olon g erbe w ritten in
the P ersian scriptan dthatitm ustbe replacedby H in di,w ritten in the D ev n ag iriscript.
The seeds of w hatlaterdev elopedin toa bittercon trov ersy of Urdu v ersus H in diw ere
laid,an d S ir S yed becam e the cham pion an d the leadin g adv ocate of Urdu.Itw as at
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aboutthis tim e thathe is said to hav e told his frien d,M r.S hak espeare,"N ow I am
con v in cedthatthese tw on ation s w ill n otw ork un itedly in an y cause.A tpresen t,there
is n oopen hostility betw een them .B ut,on accoun tof the so-callededucatedpeople,it
w ill in crease a hun dredfoldin the future.H e,w hois aliv e atthattim e,w ill see itcom e

topass".242 Com m en tin g on the sam e attitude of the H in dusin a letterdatedA pril 29th,
1870,he w rote toN aw ab M ohsin ul-M ulk ,"This is a proposal w hich w ill m ak e H in du-
M uslim un ity im possible to achiev e. M uslim s w ill n ev er ag ree to H in di an d if the
H in dus,in accordan ce w ith their latestattitude,in siston H in di,they w ill rejectUrdu.
The in ev itable con sequen ce of such a m ov e w ill be thatthe tw ow ill be com pletely an d
perm an en tly separated".

M ahm ud, his son , w as g ran ted a Gov ern m en t scholarship for hig her studies in

E n g lan d.S yedA hm eddecidedtog ow ith him ,accom pan iedby his otherson ,H am id,
an d so in the m iddle of 1869 they reached En g lan d. H is stay in thatcoun try w as
rew ardin g an d fruitful. H e m etThom as Carly le, w hose book , H eroes an d H ero-
W orship,con tain ed a chapter on the life of the H oly P rophetof Islam ,w hich w as in
refreshin g con trasttothe usual type of literature on Islam w ritten by W estern w riters.
S yed A hm ed v isited the B ritish M useum frequen tly,collectin g m aterial for his ow n
w ritin g of a shortbiog raphy of the H oly P rophet.H e w as able tocom plete it,w hile still
in E n g lan d,an d itw as published un der the title of Essays on the Life of Mohammad.

Throug h person al con tact an d throug h his speeches, he tried to rem ov e the
m iscon ception sthathadcreptin totheirthin k in g aboutIslam an ditsfoun der.

S irS yedreturn edtoIn dia tow ards the en dof 1870,an dplun g edhim self tirelessly in to
his w ork torejuv en ate the con tem porary M uslim s of In dia.W ith this en d in v iew ,he
started a social m ag azin e,called Tahzib-ul-Akhlaq,in w hich he held up toridicule an d

con dem n ation those social ev ils,w hich w ere retardin g the dev elopm en tof M uslim s

in to a pow erful n ation . H is articles in this m ag azin e, how ev er w ell m ean in g , w ere
distortedby hisadv ersaries,w how ere big otedin theirattitude.A relen tlessw arw aslet
loose,con dem n in g S yedA hm ed as a stoog e of the W est,as a Kafir,as a M uslim ,w ho
w as preachin g un orthodox v iew s to the M uslim s.A n um ber of m ag azin es cam e in to
bein g ,as if con jured up lik e rabbits from the hatof a m ag ician ,an d they beg an to
fiercely attack the person an dv iew san dbeliefsof S yedA hm ed.

Yetan other con structiv e w ork in the field of their m oral reg en eration w as thatS yed
A hm ed started atB en ares on 26th D ecem ber, 1870, a S ociety for the Education al
P rog ress of In dian M uslim s.Itw as this S ociety w hich later on becam e the foun der of
the M oham m adan A n g lo-O rien tal Colleg e atA lig arh.This proposal cam e in forsev ere
criticism ,an dthe officers of Gov ern m en tadm in istrativ e m achin ery putm an y obstacles
in its w ay.B utS ir John S trachey,w ho w as then the Gov ern or of the P rov in ce,an d
sym pathetic to the M uslim cause,g ran ted an exten siv e piece of lan d to the Colleg e
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Foun dation Com m ittee.The Colleg e beg an its w ork in Jun e 1875.A year later,S yed
A hm ed retiredfrom Gov ern m en tserv ice an d settleddow n perm an en tly atA lig arh,in
ordertog iv e all his tim e an den erg y tothe w ork of the Colleg e.O n 8th Jan uary,1877,
L ordL ytton ,the V iceroy of In dia,laidthe foun dation ston e of the n ew buildin g of the

Colleg e.Itw as fortun ate thatS yedA hm ed w as able toen listsom e em in en tprofessors
to teach atthe Colleg e,an d this,in addition to the factthatitw as the on ly M uslim
Colleg e in the en tire subcon tin en t,broug httoitsclassesstuden tsfrom all partsof In dia.
The foun der could heav e a sig h of relief an d satisfaction , for his life's w ork w as
beg in n in g tobearfruit.The M uslim s w ere beg in n in g totak e m ore an dm ore tom odern
education ,an d in order to spread the m essag e of A lig arh to the rem otestparts,he
foun ded,in 1886,the M oham m adan Education al Con feren ce,w hich heldits sittin g s in
differen tcitiestoen able the v oice of A lig arh tobe heardall ov erthe subcon tin en t.

B ein g an outstan din g M uslim leader,he w as n om in ated in 1878 as a m em ber of the
Im perial L eg islativ e Coun cil, an d this w as follow ed by his bein g n om in ated to the
Education Com m ission appoin tedby the Gov ern m en tof In dia.H e in troducedtw oB ills
an dsucceededin hav in g them adopted— the Kazis A ctan dthe A ctcon ferrin g pow ers
for com pulsory v accin ation ag ain stsm all-pox. In 1882, addressin g a g atherin g of
studen tsatL udhian a,he said,"Rem em ber,a n ation is n othin g un lessitisa n ation in the

real sen se.A ll in div iduals,join in g the foldof Islam ,tog ethercon stitute a n ation of the
M uslim s.A s lon g as they follow an d practice their belov ed relig ion they are a n ation .
Rem em ber,you hav e to liv e an d die by Islam an d itis by k eepin g up Islam thatour
n ation is a n ation .D earchildren ,if som eon e becom es a starof the heav en butceases to
be a M uslim ,w hatis he tous?H e is n olon g era m em berof ourn ation .Thus,achiev in g
prog ressby k eepin g upIslam ,m ean sn ation al w ell-bein g ".243

In a forceful speech in the Im perial L eg islativ e Coun cil in 1883,S ir S yed A hm ed said

thatin a coun try w here there is on ly on e race an d on e creed,itis possible to hav e
election s on the basis of m ajority an d m in ority."B utm y L ord,in a coun try lik e In dia,
w here caste distin ction s still flourish,w here there Is n o fusion of the v arious races,
w here relig ious distin ction s are still v iolen t,w here education in its m odern sen se has
n otm ade an equal orproportion ate prog ress am on g all section s of the population ,Iam
con v in ced thatthe in troduction of the prin ciple of election , pure an d sim ple for
represen tation of v arious in terests in the L ocal B oards an dD istrictB oards an dD istrict

Coun cils,w ould be atten ded w ith ev ils of g reater sig n ifican ce than purely econ om ic
con sideration s.S o lon g as differen ces of race an d creed an d the distin ction s of caste
form an Im portan t elem en t in the socio-political life of In dia an d in fluen ce her
in habitan ts in m atters con n ectedw ith adm in istration an dthe w elfare of the coun try at
larg e,thatsystem of election ,pure an dsim ple,can n otbe safely adopted".
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S yedA hm edhadbeen the frien d,philosopheran dg uide of the M uslim s of In dia in the
field of education , he w as n ow also adv isin g them how to org an ize them selv es
politically.W hen the In dian N ation al Con g ress w as form ed in 1885,itbein g the on ly
political party of itsk in d,som e M uslim shadbecom e itsm em bers.S irS yedthoug htthis

w as a m istak e,an d,therefore,in 1887,in a forceful speech he w arn ed the M uslim s to
k eep aw ay from the Con g ress."W hen our H in du brethren or B en g ali frien ds w ish to
m ak e a m ov e w hich in v olv es a loss to us an d hum iliation to our n ation w e can n ot
rem ain frien dly,an dun doubtedly itisourduty toprotectourn ation from those attack s
of the H in dus an d B en g alis, w hich, w e are sure, are g oin g to harm our n ation ".244

Repudiatin g the claim of the Con g ress thatitrepresen ted the w hole of In dia,S ir S yed
A hm edsaid,"The un an im ouspassin g of a resolution in the Con g ressdoesn otm ak e ita
n ation al con g ress.A con g ress becom es a n ation al con g ress,on ly w hen all the aim s an d

objectsof the n ation w hom thatcon g ressrepresen tsare com m on w ithoutexception .M y
hon orable frien dadm its thatsom e aim s an dobjects of the M uslim s an dthe H in dus are
differen tan d con tradictory.S hould w e M uslim s foun d a separate Con g ress to realize
ourdifferen taim s? S houldthe tw oCon g resses com pete an dev en fig htw ith each other
in v iew of theircon flictin g an dan tag on isticaim s? O urfrien dshouldhim self decide in
all fairn ess w hether such n ation s w hose aim s an d objects are opposed toon e an other,
thoug h som e m in orpoin ts m ig htbe com m on ,can form a N ation al Con g ress.Itm ay be

appropriate orn otbutn oM uslim ,be he a cobblerorn oblem an ,w ouldev erag ree tothe
M uslim s bein g releg atedtoa status w here they becom e slav es of an othern ation w hich
Is their n eig hbor,ev en thoug h tim e has reduced them toa v ery low position an d w ill
reduce them still further".245

In the year 1888,the B ritish Gov ern m en t,in appreciation of his serv ices,con ferred on
him the title of K.C.S .I.Thisw asaw ardedtohim in In dia ata befittin g reception heldin
hishon ourby the D istrictauthorities.

ItIs difficulttoclim b tothe m oun tain -top,w here clearpolitical com prehen sion can be
perceiv ed.Itstan ds to the creditof S ir S yed A hm ed Khan thatas early as 1893,he
clearly foresaw thatthe political salv ation of the M uslim s of In dia couldn otbe w ork ed
outun der the aeg is of the In dian N ation al Con g ress.H e w arn ed the Con g ress thatto
look upon M uslim s as if they w ere the sam e as S ik hs,M adrasis,M ahrattas,B rahm in s
w ould be disastrous.H e con tin ued,"The Con g ress thin k s thatthey profess the sam e

relig ion ,thatthey speak the sam e lan g uag e,thattheir w ay of life an dcustom s are the
sam e,thattheir attitude to history is sim ilar an d is based upon the sam e historical
tradition s"."The proposals of the Con g ress are exceedin g ly in expedien tfor a coun try
w hich is in habitedby tw odifferen tn ation s.N ow suppose thatall the En g lish w ere to
leav e In dia ...then w ho w ould be the rulers of In dia? Is itpossible thatun der these
circum stan ces tw on ation s— the M oham m edan an d the H in du— could siton the sam e
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thron e an drem ain equal in pow er? M ostcertain ly n ot.Itis n ecessary thaton e of them
shouldcon querthe otheran dthrustitdow n .Tohope thatboth couldrem ain equal isto
desire the im possible an dthe in con ceiv able".246

In ordertodefen dthe political fortun e of the M uslim s,he helpedtobrin g in tobein g the
M oham m adan D efen ce A ssociation in 1893.S hibli,in on e of his articles in 1912,w rote
aboutS yed A hm ed Khan ,"Thatpen ,un afraid,un daun ted,w hich could w rite a book
lik e The Cause of the In dian Rev oltata tim e w hen the coun try w as g roan in g un der
M artial L aw ...Thathero,w ho w alk ed outin protestfrom the A g ra D urbar,because
In dian s w ere n otg iv en the sam e treatm en tin the m atterof seatin g arran g em en ts as the
B ritish had been g iv en ".247 M aulan a M oham ed A li in his presiden tial address atthe
In dian N ation al Con g ress said of S ir S yed,"I am con strain ed to adm itthatn o w ell-

w isher of M ussalm an s,n or of In dia,as a w hole,could hav e follow ed a v ery differen t
course in leadin g the M ussalm an s".

H e w as n ow n earin g eig hty,an dhis person al life hadhan dedhim a bittercup of w oe
an d trag edy,w hich shattered his physical pow ers an d his built-in defen ses.H e had
liv ed lon g en oug h,an d all his life had been a crusade in the cause of the M uslim s of
In dia.B uthe w as n otdow n -hearted,n or did he feel defeated.H e con tin ued to w ork

lik e a Trojan till the lastdaysof hislife.H e w an tedtospen dthe lastoun ce of hisen erg y
in the cause thathe had cham pion ed all his life Itw as n ow the beg in n in g of the year
1898,an dS irS yedA hm edw as eig hty-on e.H e hadrelapsedin toan in explicable silen ce
in these days,his frien ds could w ith difficulty draw him in to an im ated con v ersation .
H e toldhis frien d,Zain ul A bedin Khan ,"The tim e is v ery n ear.Ihav e reacheda poin t
w hen etern al silen ce is n otfaraw ay".O n the 24th of M arch,1898,he couldn oturin ate,
an d n om edicin es couldhelp him .The n extday his con dition w as critical,an d he w as
strug g lin g for life.O n the m orn in g of the 27th,he had a splittin g headache,an d his

con dition w en ton w orsen in g .The en d cam e atten in the n ig ht,on the sam e day.A
g reatcham pion of the M uslim cause hadpassedaw ay.
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NAWAB MOHSIN-UL-MULK

(1837—1907)

There w as settled atEtaw ah for m an y g en eration s a fam ily of B arah S yeds,w hose

w orldly fortun e did n otstan d hig h atthe beg in n in g of the n in eteen th cen tury.M ir
Zam in A li w as the headof thatfam ily,w hich couldn otboastof hav in g producedan y
outstan din g scholar or leader of m en .M ir Zam in A li,n ota literate person him self,
how ev er,w as m arriedtothe daug hterof M aulv i M ahm oodA li,an em in en talim,w ho

had risen to be a m in ister atthe courtof the P rin cipality of Ton k . M ir Zam in A li
con tin uedtoliv e a m odestlife afterm arriag e,an din this fam ily w as born a son on 9th
D ecem ber, 1837, atEtaw ah, w hom they fon dly n am ed S ayed M ehdi A li. M aulv i
M ahm oodA liw asv ery fon dof hisyoun g g ran dson ,an dhe saw toitthatfrom an early

ag e S ayedM ehdiA lireceiv edthe bestof education from the bestof teachers thatw ere
av ailable in an d aroun d Etaw ah atthattim e. A ccordin g to the besttradition s of
education in those days,S ayedM ehdiA liw as g iv en a thoroug h g roun din g from a v ery
early ag e both in P ersian an dA rabic,an datthe sam e tim e a maulvi taug hthim toread

the Q uran .W ithin a few years after he started tak in g his firstlesson s,his prog ress in
P ersian an dA rabichadbeen sorapidthathe w as putun derthe person al charg e of the
m ostfam ous scholar of the tim e in thatdistrict,n am ely,M aulv i In ayatH usain ,an d

lateron un derM aulv iS alam atullah Caw n pori.The youn g boy show edbrillian ce outof
the ordin ary an dprov edtobe w ise beyon dhis years.O n the on e han dthere w as a pull
on his con scien ce to pursue his studies further, an d on the other, the strain ed
circum stan ces of the fam ily w ere forcibly com pellin g him to g iv e up his life in an
atm osphere of secluded academ ic pursuits an d to seek em ploym en tin the m atter-of-
factw orldaroun dhim .

A tfirsthe couldfin don ly em ploym en tthatcarriedw ith itlittle w ork of orig in ality an d

a sm all salary.B uthe hadsuprem e con fiden ce in him self,an dhe w ork edatthishum ble
Gov ern m en tpostw ith dev otion an d dilig en ce.Itw as n otlon g before he w as able to
catch the eye of his superiors,w ho foun d in him a w illin g w ork er,an in tellig en tan d
hon estyoun g m an ,w ell m an n ered,an dready toacceptall thatw en tun derthe g en eral
term of 'disciplin e'.Itw as custom ary in those days tostartGov ern m en tserv ice on Rs.5
per m on th,an d after prov in g on e's w orth an d m erit,on e could after som e years be
en titledtoa job carryin g a salary of Rs.10 perm en sem .S tudious by n ature,he w ould

sitin the office afterclosin g tim e,an dw ouldbe busy learn in g the rules an dreg ulation s
g ov ern in g the w ork of the Kutchery of the Collector.O n e n ig ht,as the Collectorw as on
his roun ds of the city,he saw lig hts in on e of the room s of his office.P rom pted by
curiosity, the Collector w en tin side, on ly to fin d the youn g S ayed M ehdi A li busy
learn in g the code of busin ess.The Collector w as v ery pleased an d raised him toa job
carryin g a hig hersalary perm on th.Recallin g his early days in serv ice,N aw ab M ohsin -
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ul-M ulk told Khan B ahadur M aulv i B ashiruddin in later life,"The real pleasure thatI
g otoutof a life on Rs.10 a m on th,Ihav e n ev erexperien cedag ain in otherposts thatI
hav e subsequen tly held w ith m uch hig her salaries".248 This adm ission in itself is an
in dication of his hum ble n ature,a life dedicated tohard w ork ,an d en tirely dev oid of

osten tatiousn ess— a life of sim ple liv in g an dhig h thin k in g .

A n E n g lishm an ,A llen H um e,w how asCollectorof the district,took person al in terestin
the youn g ,in tellig en tan d in dustrious M ehdi A li,an d soon raised him to the postof
S erishtedar.H um e foun dthathis trustan dcon fiden ce in youn g M ehdi A li w ere quite
justified, an d he spok e of him v ery hig hly to other En g lish officers. A tthe ag e of
tw en ty-four,M ehdiA lig otyeta hig herprom otion ,bein g appoin teda Tehsildar,a post
con sideredtobe v ery hig h foran In dian Gov ern m en tserv an tof such youn g ag e.O n ce

ag ain ,M ehdi A li prov ed equal to the task thatw as en trusted to him ,an d w on the
adm iration an d respectof all his superiors.H e had an am bition to rise to the hig hest
postw ithin the reach of an In dian ,an d w ith thaten d in v iew he dev oted all his spare
tim e topreparin g him self for the P rov in cial Civ il S erv ice exam in ation .W hen he satat
this com petitiv e exam in ation in 1867,he easily toppedthe listof successful can didates,
an dw as soon thereafterappoin teda D eputy Collectorin M irzapurin w hatw as aton e
tim e the Un itedP rov in ces,on a m on thly salary of Rs.340.In this lastappoin tm en t,he

prov eda g reatsuccess,an dthe Collectorof M irzapurw rote in his con fiden tial serv ice
book atthe en d of the year,"Iam in a position tosay w ith con fiden ce thatthere is n o
other Gov ern m en tserv an tas in tellig en t,as hon estas M ehdi A li".249 Tw o years later
there w asfam in e,an dM ehdiA lirose equal tothe occasion ,w ork in g tirelessly toren der
relief tothe strick en people of his district.O n this A llen H um e w rote in a con fiden tial
n ote in his serv ice book ,"A s Iam acquain ted w ith the w ork an d character of M aulv i
M ehdi A li,Ihav e n ohesitation in praisin g him ...W isdom ,toleran ce,tact,in tellig en ce,
these are som e of his adm irable qualities ...H e has successfully accom plishedthe m ost

difficulttask en trustedtohim ".250

A s a M uslim ,holdin g a v ery hig h Gov ern m en tpost,an d as a m an ,w hohad don e so
m uch g oodw ork forhisdistrict,S ayedM ehdicam e tobe person ally k n ow n toS irS yed
A hm ed Khan ,an d this w as toprov e tobe an im portan tm ileston e in his life.S ir S yed
dev elopeda k een appreciation foryoun g M ehdiA li'stalen tsan daccom plishm en ts,an d
recom m en ded his n am e for appoin tm en tto a hig h Gov ern m en tpostto N aw ab S alar

Jan g of H yderabad,D eccan .W hen the offerfora tem ptin g appoin tm en treachedM aulv i
M ehdi A li,his firstreaction w as thatthe Gov ern m en tof H yderabad should tak e on
loan his serv ices from the Gov ern m en tof In dia an dthathe shouldholda lien ov erhis
substan tiv e appoin tm en tO n this,N aw ab S alarJan g w rote toS irS yedA hm ed,"N oon e
can serv e tw o m asters atthe sam e tim e.If M aulv i M ehdi A li has con fiden ce in our
Gov ern m en t,he shouldresig n an djoin ourserv ice".Itis n otrecordedhow farS irS yed
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A hm ed w as in strum en tal in in fluen cin g his decision ,butthe factis on record that
M aulv iM ehdiA liresig n edfrom hispostas D eputy Collectorin 1874,an dproceededto
tak e uphis n ew assig n m en tin a specially createdpostas an officerof the Gov ern m en t
of the N izam .

M ehdi A li serv ed in H yderabad S tate for tw en ty-tw o years, w here he earn ed the
g en eral adm iration forhis w ork dev otedly carriedoutin the in terests of the S tate itself.
H e heldm an y im portan tposition s durin g these tw odecades,an dhe w as the recipien t
of m an y hon ors.The N izam con ferred on him the titles of M un ir N aw az Jan g an d
N aw ab M ohsin -ud-D aula M ohsin -ul-M ulk in recog n ition of his lon g an d m eritorious
serv ices.Itw as because of this thathe is com m on ly k n ow n as N aw ab M ohsin -ul-M ulk ,
an ditis by this n am e thathe is lin k edw ith A lig arh an dthe A lig arh m ov em en t,as the

successor of S ir S yed A hm ed Khan .H e succeeded in g iv in g a n ew orien tation to the
adm in istrativ e m achin ery of H yderabadS tate,an dhe beg an totak e a g row in g in terest
in the education al prog ressof the M uslim sof In dia.In 1888,he v isitedEn g lan don S tate
busin ess,an dutilizedthis opportun ity in studyin g the im pactof m odern education on
the prog ress of the W est,realizin g thatif In dian M uslim s w ere determ in ed tofin d an
hon orable place in the n ation al life of In dia,they m usttak e to m odern education .In
1893 he retired from H yderabad S tate serv ice on a life pen sion ,an d decided to settle

perm an en tly atA lig arh,in ordertobe of assistan ce toS irS yedA hm edin spreadin g the
m essag e of A lig arh.

Fiv e years later, S ir S yed A hm ed died, an d his talen ted an d brillian t son , S yed
M ahm ud, succeeded his father as S ecretary of the M ahom m adan A n g lo-O rien tal
Colleg e. N aw ab M ohsin -ul-M ulk g av e him his w illin g cooperation , as the cause of
A lig arh w as v ery deartohim .D urin g the lifetim e of S irS yedthere w ere m an y attack s
on him in the press an d on m odern education thatw as bein g im parted atA lig arh.

M ohsin -ul-M ulk often stron g ly defen ded S ir S yed an d refuted all in sin uation s ag ain st
him throug h his w ritin g sin Tahzib-ul-A k hlaq.H is w ritin g s playedan im portan trole in
popularizin g the ideals for w hich A lig arh stood."H e often replied to the criticism s
ag ain stS ir S yed A hm ed in such an appealin g an d hum orous style an d w ith such
brillian ce an deloquen ce thathis critics w ere ren deredcom pletely silen t".251 D urin g the
lastfew yearsthe M uslim Education al Con feren ce hadbeen doin g splen didw ork in the
cause of M uslim education butits g uidin g force,S irS yedA hm ed,w as deadan ditw as

difficultto fin d a suitable successor. M ohsin -ul-M ulk had been associated w ith the
w ork of the Con feren ce,an d on him fell the choice of S ecretaryship of the Con feren ce
on the death of S ir S yed.H e had already presided ov er the an n ual session s of the
Con feren ce in 1893 an d 1896, so M ohsin -ul-M ulk assum ed the rein s of office w ith
con fiden ce an dcourag e.H e un dertook lon g tours popularizin g the w ork an dthe ideals
of the Con feren ce throug h the spok en an d the w ritten w ord,an d itw as his un tirin g
efforts thatsoon raised the Con feren ce to be the real m outhpiece of the M uslim s of
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In dia in their dem an ds in the field of education .Its an n ual session s n ow beg an to be
held outside the Un ited P rov in ces,thus helpin g to spread its popularity throug hout
In dia.M eetin g in Calcutta in 1899,the Con feren ce called upon the M uslim s to setup
M uslim schoolsin each big city an ddistrict,asa resultof w hich a n um berof them soon

cam e tobe established.

Tow ards the beg in n in g of the tw en tieth cen tury,there rag eda bittercon trov ersy in the
Un itedP rov in ces ov erUrdu v ersus H in di,in w hich som e topEn g lishm en ,particularly
M acD on ald,g av e theirsupporttoH in di as ag ain stUrdu.M ohsin -ul-M ulk took up the
pen in defen ce of Urdu,an dw ieldeditv ig orously an dfearlessly.H e seem edtotak e up
thistask ,w here S irS yedhadleftit,an dhe w asn otg oin g torestun til the im portan ce of
Urdu w as un iv ersally recog n ized. O n 18th A ug ust1900 w as held atL uck n ow a

con feren ce un der the auspices of the Urdu D efen ce A ssociation .W hile addressin g this
con feren ce,M ohsin -ul-M ulk said,"Thoug h w e don otw ieldthe pen an dourpen is n ot
pow erful w hich isw hy w e are seldom seen in offices,yetw e hav e the stren g th tow ield
the sw ord,an d our hearts are full of lov e for the Q ueen ...W e can n otfor a m om en t
im ag in e thatthe Gov ern m en tw ill forsak e an dig n ore us orallow those thin g s on w hich
our life depen ds to com e to g rief.I do n otbeliev e thatGov ern m en tw ill allow our
lan g uag e todie;itw ill k eep italiv e.Itw ill n ev er die.B utthere is n odoubtthatif the

efforts bein g m ade by the other side to k ill our lan g uag e con tin ue itm ay suffer a
setback atan y tim e in future.These fears hav e ledus totak e these efforts tok eepaliv e
ourlan g uag e an d,ev en if w e can n ot,totak e outits fun eral bierw ith g reatéclat.W hen
an en tire n ation is ag g riev edby som e problem there is n on eedtow ork upan ag itation
ortoarouse the people.A tsuch a tim e ourduty istobrin g publicopin ion toa m oderate
lev el an d rem ov e false con ception s aboutGov ern m en t's in ten tion s an d aim s from the
hearts of the people".252 M ohsin -ul-M ulk con tin ued tog iv e all his supporttothe Urdu
D efen ce Con feren ce,as on e m ore cause thatw as in the bestin terests of the M uslim s of

In dia.

Ev er sin ce the death of S ir S yed A hm ed,the affairs of the A lig arh Colleg e w ere in a
deplorable con dition ,particularly its fin an ces.W ith in com e n oten oug h to m eetthe
run n in g expen ses of the Colleg e,an dw ith debts m oun tin g ev ery year,the office of the
S ecretary w asdaily besieg edby coun tlesscreditors,w hose dueshadn otbeen paidfora
lon g tim e.Fraudcom m ittedby a H in du accoun tan ton the Colleg e staff hadshak en the

con fiden ce of the people an d they w ere reluctan ttodon ate tothe Colleg e fun ds.The
in flux of n ew studen ts beg an to stag n ate an d then to declin e,an d betw een 1895 an d
1898 the stren g th of the Colleg e studen ts haddeclin edfrom 595 to343.W hile S irS yed
liv ed, he could cope w ith these difficulties, butbein g succeeded by his son , S yed
M ahm ud,w how as in a poorstate of health,both physically an dm en tally,the Colleg e
seem edtobe headin g forthe rock s.S yedM ahm ud's physical an dm en tal ailm en ts had
m ade him extrem ely irritable,an dhe w as quarrellin g w ith ev eryon e aroun dhim ,tothe

252
Quoted in Pakistan Movement, Historic Documents, G. Allana, p. 4.



Our Freedom Fighters (1562-1947) Twenty One Great Lives; Copyright © www.sanipanhwar.com 95

detrim en tof the in terests of the Colleg e.The relation ship betw een the P rin cipal an d
som e tutors w as m ostun happy, an d this added to the problem s arisin g outof an
already com plicated situation .A fter a period of an xiety an d un certain ty,the trustees
decided to request M ohsin -ul-M ulk to becom e the S ecretary of the Colleg e, a

respon sibility thathe acceptedev en thoug h he realizeditw as sodifficultthatitw ould
g iv e him m an y sleeplessn ig hts.

M ohsin -ul-M ulk could n othav e tak en ov er the rein s of office of the Colleg e ata m ore
difficultperiodof its history,an dtoaddtohis difficulties he w as pastthe prim e of life,
bein g ov er sixty atthe tim e.B uthe puthis shoulder to the w heel an d w ork ed lik e a
Trojan ,n otsparin g him self in his task .A colossal task faced him ,butits en orm ity did
n otdishearten him .Itw as a challen g e,an d he accepted itw ith the en thusiasm of a

youthful m ission ary.H e un dertook lon g an dexten siv e toursall ov erIn dia,carryin g the
m essag e of A lig arh w ith him ,an dcollectin g m on ey forits badly depletedfun ds.B efore
on e can con tribute to a cause, there m ustbe g oodw ill in on e's hearttow ards that
in stitute.In adv erten tly,S ir S yed A hm ed's w ritin g s an d speeches had g iv en rise to a
bitteran tag on ism betw een the relig ious ulema an dw hatA lig arh stoodfor,an dthe task

fell toM ohsin -ul-M ulk tow in ov erthis m ostpoten tan dv ocal sectorof M uslim society
in fav orof A lig arh.H e w ork edaw ay tactfully an dtirelessly atit,an ditbroug htresults.

The bittern ess thathad existed g av e w ay to un derstan din g , an d un derstan din g to
appreciation .S om e leadin g ulema w ere in v ited tov isitA lig arh,an d they w ere able to

see for them selv es the g ood w ork thatthe Colleg e w as doin g am on g the youn g
M uslim s,an dfrom thattim e on w ards the ulema alsobeg an tolen dtheirsupporttothe

M oham adan Education al Con feren ce by atten din g its an n ual session s in appreciable
n um bers. O rthodoxy had been con v erted as the supporter of A lig arh, an d this
con siderably helped the cause of the A lig arh m ov em en t.M ohsin -ul-M ulk believ ed in
publicisin g the activ ities of A lig arh Colleg e by in v itin g leadin g foreig n dig n itaries fora

v isit.In this con n ection ,w hen the P rin ce of W ales,later H is M ajesty Kin g Georg e V ,
v isited In dia in 1906,M ohsin -ul-M ulk in v ited him to v isitA lig arh.H is H ig hn ess the
A g a Khan reached A lig arh three days before the P rin ce of W ales an dw as busy,alon g
w ith M ohsin -ul-M ulk , to m ak e the v isit a m em orable success. The trustees w ere
in troducedtothe royal v isitor,an dthereafterhe in spectedthe classes bein g con ducted
in the Colleg e,the m osque an d som e room s of the Colleg e hostel.A form al lun ch in
hon or of the P rin ce of W ales w as held in the L ytton L ibrary,w here M ohsin -ul-M ulk

an dthe A g a Khan m ade speeches,explain in g w hatA lig arh stoodfor.Tocom m em orate
this occasion ,w ith his con sen t,a scien ce school w as foun ded,w hich w as tobe n am ed
after the P rin ce of W ales,for the buildin g of w hich S ir A dam ji P irbhoy of B om bay
don ated Rs.100,000 an d H is H ig hn ess the A g a Khan an d the Rajah of M ahm oodabad
Rs.35,000 each.The M uslim s all ov erIn dia w ere n ow becom in g m ore an dm ore aw are
of the education al n eeds of their com m un ity an d they beg an to con tribute m ore
g en erously tothe fun ds of A lig arh Colleg e.A sm ore an dm ore buildin g sw en tup,m ore
an dm ore fin an cial helpk eptpourin g in ,an dm ore an dm ore studen ts cam e flock in g to
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A lig arh,an d itbeg an to dev elop in to a truly n ation al in stitution of the M uslim s of
In dia.

O n 16th Jan uary,1907,H is M ajesty A m ir H abibullah Khan ,the Kin g of A fg han istan ,

v isited the Colleg e. The city an d the Colleg e w ore a g ala appearan ce, an d on the
occasion am on g the trustees toreceiv e the Kin g w ere H ak im A jm al Khan an dM aulan a
H ali.D urin g the course of his priv ate con v ersation s w ith N aw ab M ohsin -ul-M ulk ,the
Kin g toldhim ,"Ihav e hearda lotof thin g s aboutthe Colleg e.S om e of them are g ood,
butm ostof them are dam ag in g tothe Colleg e.B utH azratA lihas saidthatthe distan ce
betw een truth an dliesison ly fourfin g ers,thatis,the distan ce betw een the earsan dthe
eyes. M y ears hav e heard. N ow m y eyes w ill see." H e v isited the prem ises of the
Colleg e,the L ibrary,the hostel,an dsaidhis prayers in the Colleg e m osque.Thereafter

he putdifficultquestion stostuden ts on Islam ictheolog y,an dw assurprisedatthe hig h
lev el of learn in g of the boysin Islam icstudies.A tthe en dof hisv isit,he w assosatisfied
that he repeatedly, an d w ithin hearin g of others, told N aw ab M oshin -ul-M ulk ,
som etim es in P ersian an dsom etim es in E n g lish,"W hatIhav e seen is sodifferen tfrom
w hatIhadheard.W hatthey saidag ain stA lig arh w asall lies,all lies."253

In hisdriv e forcollectin g fun dsforthe Colleg e buildin g s,M ohsin -ul-M ulk w en tev en to

Ran g oon ,w here liv ed som an y rich an d g en erous M uslim s of In dian orig in .H e spen t
ov er a m on th there an d w as able to collectsubstan tial am oun ts from the m erchan t
prin cesof thatcity.

Tem peram en tally, M ohsin -ul-M ulk w as so differen tfrom S ir S yed A hm ed. In his
w ritin g s an din his speeches,he w as m ore con siderate tow ards his oppon en ts than the
latter w as.H e w as a patien tlisten er,an d he disarm ed opposition by his tactan d his
charm in g m an n ers.If an y person approached him for a letter of recom m en dation ,he

hardly ev er refused,w hich w as quite con trary to the established practice of S ir S yed
A hm ed."W e n either activ ely opposed n or supported S ir S yed.O ur elders could n ot
recon cile them selv es w ith his politics,m uch less w ith his relig ious v iew s.D ue to his
obstin ate n ature,he w ould ten aciously hold on tohis person al v iew s,an d differen ces
follow ed.Tom ak e up forall this,a m an open tocom prom ise an dhig h sen sitiv ity w as
n eeded.Than k God thatM ohsin -ul-M ulk succeeded S ir S yed A hm ed."254 M ohsin -ul-
M ulk believ edthatif A lig arh w as toprog ress an ddev elop in toa cen tral Un iv ersity of

the M uslim sof In dia,itshoulden joy the g oodw ill of all M uslim s,atleastn oon e should
be hostile tow ardsit.A fterthe death of S irS yedhe foun dsom e leadin g political leaders
opposedtoA lig arh an dhe un dertook tow in them ov ertothe cause of A lig arh.S irS yed
A hm ed had, in a speech deliv ered at the an n ual session of the M oham m adan
Education al Con feren ce,w arn edthe M uslim s n ottojoin the In dian N ation al Con g ress,
w hich he saidw as n ota frien dof the M uslim s.The an n ual session of the Con g ress that
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year w as presided ov er by Justice B adruddin Tyabji of B om bay.H e in terpreted S ir
S yed's rem ark s as bein g n oton ly hostile to Con g ress M uslim s, butto him self in
particular. From thatday on w ards, Justice Tyabji becam e a bitter critic of all that
A lig arh stoodfor,an dan acrim on ious publiccon trov ersy en suedbetw een S irS yedan d

Tyabji. N aw ab M ohsin -ul-M ulk realized thatitw as g ood to hav e such pow erful
M uslim s as the frien ds an dsupporters of A lig arh.W ith this en din v iew ,he proceeded
toB om bay,an din his usual disarm in g an d tactful m an n er he hadlon g m eetin g s w ith
Justice Tyabji.H isdiplom aticm ission succeeded,an dJustice Tyabjistoodcon v erted.A s
a resultof this,he ag reed an d presided ov er the an n ual session of the M oham m adan
Education al Con feren ce in 1903."There is n ota M usalm an in In dia,certain ly n otin
B om bay,w hodoesn otw ish all prosperity an dsuccesstoA lig arh."255

S irA n thon y M acD on ell,w how as n otorious forhis an tiUrdu lean in g s,hadbecom e the
Gov ern orof the Un itedP rov in ces,an dthe supporters of H in diexpectedthatun derhis
reg im e the driv e ag ain stUrdu w ould be in ten sified.True to his n oted an tipathy for
Urdu,his Gov ern m en tissuedorders on 18th A pril,1900,w hich soug httoputan en dto
the position thatUrdu hadhithertoen joyedin the prov in ce.W hile H in dus w ere elated
atthe n ew s,itshook the con fiden ce of the M uslim s.M ohsin -ul-M ulk feltcalledupon to
tak e up the cudg els in defen ce of Urdu,an d to this en d he setup the Urdu D efen ce

A ssociation , in order to protectthe leg itim ate claim s of Urdu. A series of protest
m eetin g sw ere heldun derthe auspicesof the A ssociation ,the firstof w hich w as heldat
A lig arh on 13th M ay,1900,ov erw hich the N aw ab of Chattari presided.The Gov ern or
took this as a person al affron t,an d he threw his w eig htaboutw ith M uslim leaders to
resig n from the A ssociation . W hile som e fell un der the pressure of the Gov ern or,
N aw ab M ohsin -ul-M ulk held his g roun d firm ly, an d w en ton holdin g on e protest
m eetin g after an other, recordin g the protestof the M uslim s ag ain stthe in fam ous
Gov ern m en torders.The Gov ern orw as n otpreparedtotak e defeatlyin g dow n ,an dhe

called a m eetin g of the Trustees of the Colleg e atA lig arh, addressed the m eetin g
him self,an d threaten ed them w ith dire con sequen ces,in cludin g com plete stoppag e of
all Gov ern m en tfin an cial assistan ce,if this ag itation w as n otcalled off.The Gov ern or
had obv iously stooped to adoptin g un fair an d m ean tactics.H e refused to g ran tan
in terv iew toM ohsin -ul-M ulk ,an dsaidthathe couldcom m un icate by a letterw hatev er
he w an tedtosay.In the correspon den ce thatfollow ed,the Gov ern orrefusedtoaddress
him by hisrecog n izedtitle an dn am e,butw en ton addressin g him asM aulv iM ehdiA li.

H is opposition tothe Gov ern m en t's orders ov erUrdu w as costin g the A lig arh Colleg e
quite a lot,an dM ohsin -ul-M ulk decided,m ag n an im ously,his person al prestig e should
n otstan din the w ay of the prog ress an dthe future of the Colleg e.H e resig n edfrom the
S ecretaryshipof the Colleg e,in ordertobe free tocarry on his cam paig n in the defen ce
of Urdu.H is frien ds an dcolleag ues realizedthatif he ceasedtobe the S ecretary of the
Colleg e atthis critical jun cture,itm ay as w ell be its en d.They w rote tohim ,an d sen t
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deputation s beg g in g him tow ithdraw his resig n ation .In the en d they succeeded,an d
N aw ab M ohsin -ul-M ulk w ithdrew his resig n ation .H e w aitedpatien tly fora tim e w hen
M acD on n el w ouldn olon g erbe the Gov ern orof the Un itedP rov in ces.W hen thattim e
cam e, he broug ht in to bein g the A n jum an -i-Taraqui-e-Urdu, an adjun ct of the

M oham m adan Education al Con feren ce.In ordertoprotectitfrom an y possible assaults
by m isg uided En g lishm en ,he w as w ise en oug h to appoin tS ir Thom as A rn old as the
firstChairm an of the A n jum an .

Itw as cleartoev ery politically con scious leaderin In dia in 1906 thatrepresen tation to
the In dian L eg islativ e Coun cils w ould be liberalized.M ohsin -ul-M ulk w as far-sig hted
en oug h tov isualize thatthis w as an opportun ity w hich the M uslim s should n otm iss,
thatthey shouldpress theirpoin tof v iew on the V iceroy forseparate represen tation to

the M uslim s in all the L eg islatures,an d in local bodies.H ithertofore,there w ere n o
seats reserv ed for the M uslim s,an d M uslim represen tativ es had to con testin g en eral
con stituen cies,w here H in du v oters prepon derated.The resultw as thatn eitherdidthe
M uslim s g etrepresen tation com m en surate w ith theirn um bers in each prov in ce an din
In dia as a w hole,n or w ere m ostof them in depen den tof H in du pulls an d pressures.
W ith this en d in v iew ,M ohsin -ul-M ulk carried on correspon den ce w ith the P riv ate
S ecretary of the V iceroy throug h A rchibold, the P rin cipal of A lig arh Colleg e. The

V iceroy ultim ately ag reedtom eetthe deputation in S im la.A m em oran dum w asdraw n
up dem an din g separate electorates for M uslim s,an d itw as adopted in a m eetin g of
M uslim leaders held atL uck n ow on 16th S eptem ber,1906,un der the chairm an ship of
S irA bdurRahim .Thirty-six leadin g M uslim sw ere selectedtoform the deputation ,an d
H is H ig hn ess the A g a Khan w as selectedtoleadthe deputation .The S im la D eputation ,
as itcam e to be k n ow n ,w as hig hly successful an d in the M orley-M in toReform s that
follow edthe prin ciple of separate electoratesw ascon cededtothe M uslim s.

A stag e had been reached in the ev olution of M uslim politics,w hen they m usthav e
their ow n separate political org an ization .This idea w as sim ultan eously ag itatin g the
m in dsof H isH ig hn essthe A g a Khan ,M ohsin -ul-M ulk an dN aw ab V iqar-ul-M ulk .A sa
resultof lon g correspon den ce betw een them ,the outcom e w as a m eetin g of M uslim
leaders atD acca on 30th D ecem ber, 1906, ata tim e w hen the M uslim Education al
Con feren ce w as holdin g its an n ual con feren ce in thatcity.The idea w as un an im ously
approv ed;M ohsin -ul-M ulk an d V iqar-ul-M ulk w ere ask ed todraftthe con stitution of

the n ew party,an dH is H ig hn ess the A g a Khan w as tobe its perm an en tpresiden t.This
is the orig in of the A ll-ln dia M uslim L eag ue,w hich ultim ately w on forus ourfreedom
an dsucceededin hav in g P ak istan establishedasthe hom elan dof the M uslim sof In dia.

N aw ab M ohsin -ul-M ulk had been in in differen t health sin ce 1888, w hen he w as
w ork in g in H yderabad for the N izam .A tthattim e,he v isited En g lan d for a m edical
check -up an d w as un der treatm en tthere for som e tim e.B ut,n ev er hav in g a robust
con stitution ,he w as off an d on hav in g bouts of ill-health.In 1902,he w as a v ictim of

chron ic diabetes, w hich had con siderably w eak en ed his health. The doctors w ere
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con stan tly adv isin g him tog iv e uphis w ork an dtohav e com plete restin ordertog iv e
his tiredhearta chan ce torecoup.B uthe w asw eddedtohis w ork ,an dhe disdain edall
adv ice to g iv e up w ork .Itw as 1907,an d he w as sev en ty.H e told his frien d,M aulv i
W ahiduddin , "M aulan a, on the face of it, I seem to be alrig ht. B utitseem s as if

som ethin g thatw as w ithin m e alw aysis n ow dead.M y hearthas sun k ,an dn ow Idon 't
feel in terestedin life asbefore".256 Tow ardsthe en dof S eptem berof thatyear,he leftfor
S im la,in order tobe n ear the seatof Gov ern m en t,as far-reachin g chan g es w ere bein g
discussed in the con stitution of In dia,w hich w ould m ak e or m ar the future of the
M uslim sof In dia.A lthoug h the hig h altitude of S im la w as leastsuitedforhispoorstate
of health,he w as there todohis little bitforthe M uslim s.H e calledon the V iceroy;he
discussedthe case an dthe poin tof v iew of the M uslim sw ith hig h Gov ern m en tofficers.
H e w as puttin g toom uch strain on his already badly strain edheart.In the beg in n in g of

O ctober,he w as in bed,strug g lin g forlife.H e diedon 16th O ctober,1907,at6 p.m .H e
hadexpresseda desire thathe be buriedatEtaw ah in the an cestral burial g roun dof his
fam ily.B uta g rateful an d adm irin g follow in g thathe had leftbehin d thoug htitm ore
appropriate thathe be laidtorestatA lig arh,w hich stoodetern ally in debtedtohim .

M aulan a H ali in on e of his poem s has paid a befittin g tribute to N aw ab M ohsin -ul-
M ulk :

A friend of Muslims; the people's benefactor.
Freedom's battle he won, and fell a martyr.
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JAMALUDDIN AFGHANI

(1838—1897)

The secon dhalf of the N in eteen th Cen tury has been an ev en tful periodin the history of

Europe.N apoleon ic w ars had com e an d g on e,razin g tothe g roun d hithertoaccepted
social v alues,an den thron in g som e n ew on esin theirplace.A n ew spiritof en quiry w as
sw eepin g all ov er Europe,an d g ian tstrides w ere bein g m ade in the realm of scien ce
an d techn olog y,thatw ere to later on leav e the peoples of other parts of the w orld
g apin g w ith w on der."S o W estern civ ilization quick en ed,en erg ized,prog ressed w ith
g ian tstrides,shook off its m ediev al fetters,g raspedthe talism an of scien ce,an dstrode
in to the lig htof m odern tim es".257 A lon g w ith the pursuitof m aterial g ain throug h
m odern m ethods an dtechn iques of production ,European n ation s w ere alsoev ery year

m ak in g the w eapon s of m odern w arfare deadlier,w hich ultim ately en abled them to
hav e m ilitary superiority ov erthe con tin en ts of A sia an dA frica an din the coun tries of
L atin A m erica.The flourishin g in dustries of Europe n eeded raw m aterials,an d A sia
an dA frica w ere rich storehouses forag ricultural an dotherraw m aterials,w hich could
perpetually k eep the w heels of European in dustry m ov in g .Un der w hatcam e to be
k n ow n asfree m ark eten terprise,the prin ciple on w hich profitm otiv e w ork ed,busin ess
m ean ttobuy cheapan dtosell dear.The raw m aterial producin g con tin en tsof A sia an d

A frica,un dersuch circum stan ces,becam e irresistible tem ptation sin the eyesof W estern
n ation s, an d an un asham ed an d tyran n ical era of dow n rig htexploitation beg an to
dark en the tw ocon tin en ts w ith the shadow of oppression .O n ce happy an dprosperous
n ation s lay prostrate un derthe iron heel of W estern im perialism ,in the perpetuation of
w hich n odeed,how ev ercrook edorbarbaric,w as con sideredas sufficien tjustification
toprev en tthe W estern pow ersin theirpolicy of expan sion ism .

In this pursuitof settin g up colon ies,secular Europe w as readily an d stron g ly back ed

by the Church an d the clerg y.Christian ity seem ed tolook upon these n ew colon ies as
happy hun tin g g roun ds to con v ertthe n on -Christian s,an d there g rew up a pow erful
allian ce betw een Christian Churches an d E uropean com m erce.This con flictbetw een
Europe an dthe O rien tsow edthe seeds of racial an tag on ism ,broug htin tobein g by the
arrog an ce of the W est,w hich w as to later on loom on the w orld horizon as a m ajor
in tern ation al problem . W hile the W estm ov ed forw ard as a prospectiv e con querin g
w orld force,the coun tries of the M uslim w orld con tin ued to rem ain un m ov ed,thus

fallin g behin d in the strug g le for their surv iv al.The Turk s,w ho had hitherto been a
dom in an tpow er in Europe, alas, beg an to show sig n s of letharg y an d ceased to
cultiv ate the artof w ar.The risin g tide of Turk ish v ictories in Europe hadhaltedatthe
g ates of V ien n a in 1683,an dthis en courag edthe European n ation s n ottofearan y m ore
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the m ig htof the O ttom an Em pire.Thereafter,Turk ey beg an tobe plag uedw ith assaults
by W estern pow ers,leav in g herin a state of n earcollapse.The Eig hteen th Cen tury saw
the en tire m ig htof the W estern w orld pitched ag ain stthe slen der defen ses of M uslim
coun tries in Eastern Europe an d in the In dies,butthe m ajor portion of the w orld of

Islam from M orocco to Cen tral A sia rem ain ed un m olested an d un disturbed. The
picture hadun derg on e a chan g e in the N in eteen th Cen tury,an dalm ostall the M uslim
coun triescam e tobe harriedan dharassedby the m ilitary procliv itiesof the W est.

W ith destructiv e w eapon s of w ar un dream tof before this in its han ds,an d back ed by
the m arv els of the In dustrial Rev olution ,the W estern w orldcon cen tratedits attack s on
the M uslim coun tries,w ith a v iew to brin g them ,on e after an other,un der W estern
political dom in ation an decon om icexploitation .These alm ostdefen seless coun tries fell

before the superiorm ig htof European n ation s,an dthey cam e tobe distributedasspoils
of w ar am on g the W estern pow ers.En g lan d av ariciously g rabbed In dia an d Eg ypt,
establishin g ov erthem a con trol thatsatisfiedtheirecon om ican dpolitical en ds.Russian
arm ies w ere pillag in g the cities of Cen tral A sia after hav in g crossed the Caucasus.
Fran ce un furled the ban n er of its im perial desig n s,con querin g parts of N orth A frica.
"O therEuropean n ation s g raspedm in orportion s of the M uslim heritag e ...P lun g edin
letharg y,con tem ptuous of the European 'm isbeliev ers',an d acceptin g defeats as the

in scrutable w ill of A llah,Islam con tin uedtoliv e its oldlife,n eitherk n ow in g n orcarin g
tok n ow an ythin g aboutW estern ideasorW estern prog ress."258

Justatthis period of history,w hen the W eststood trium phan tly ov er m an y M uslim
coun tries,the w orldof Islam w as toshow the firstsig n s of a n ew rev iv alism .W estern
arrog an ce had ig n ited the flam e of con sciousn ess an d self-respectin som e youn g
rev olution ary M uslim m in ds,an dthey w ere soon tosetin tom otion rev olution ary ideas
thatw ouldw ak en from letharg y M uslim s from Chin a toM oroccoan dfrom the Con g o

toCen tral A sia.The forces letloose by the W estalsocam e tothe help of the M uslim s,
for they w ere n ow stirred by n ew ideas an d con cepts such as n ation alism ,scien tific
education ,dem ocracy,freedom .The n ew spiritof rev iv alism ,coupled w ith the hatred
ag ain stthe W estdue to her ceaseless pressure,broug htabouta g radual aw ak en in g
am on g M uslim s all ov er the w orld.The w orld of Islam had been roused to a n ew
realization of its stren g th an dim portan ce,an dthere w as tobe n ow n og oin g back toa
state of in differen ce an d passiv ity in the face of ag g ression from the W est.A g reat

rev olution ary phase had been reached an d rev olution ary ideas stirred the m in ds of
M uslim s.A m on g those w ho w ere the pion eers in brin g in g aboutthis aw ak en in g ,the
n am e of Jam aluddin A fg han i stan ds outv ery prom in en tly.H e w as a descen dan tof
H azratIm am H usain ,an dthe g reatan dren ow n edcallig raphist,S ayedA liTirm izi.259
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A ccordin g toL utfullah A sadabadi,the forefathers of Jam aluddin A fg han i w ere settled
in A sadabad, a tow n som e distan ce from H am dan in Iran , am on g w hom can be
m en tion edS haik h-ul-lslam Jalaludoullah an dQ azi S ayedS aleh A li S ayeed-al-S haheed,
w ho w ere w ell k n ow n ulem a of their tim e.A s a m atter of fact,his an cestors w ere

k n ow n for their learn in g an d piety.H is father,S ayed S afdar,a disciple of the g reat
darv esh,S haik h M urtaza,w as an accom plishedscholar,w hohadm astery ov era w ide
ran g e of subjects. A recluse by n ature, S ayed S afdar spen tm ostof his tim e in the
priv acy of his ow n sm all g arden attached to his m odesthouse in A sadabad.S ayed
S afdar w as m arried to S ik in a B eg um ,a daug hter of M ir S harafuddin al-H usain y al-
Q azi.Jam aluddin w as born in A sadabadin the m on th of S haban in the year1254 A .H .,
equiv alen ttoA .D .1838.260 H e w as tobe lateron k n ow n as S ayedJam aluddin A fg han i
al-H usain y.

Com in g from a fam ily of ren ow n edscholars,Jam aluddin atan early ag e w as putun der
a rig orous life dev otedtorelig ious studies,w ith the resultthathe w as soon w ell v ersed
in the H oly Q uran ,H adith,Fiqah,philosophy,m edicin e;astrolog y w as a subjectthat
particularly attracted him .A ccordin g tosom e sources,he con tin ued his studies up to
the ag e of 18 in B uk hara,atw hich ag e he un dertook a v isittoTeheran an dfrom there
cam e tov isitIn dia.The stars of the B ritish raj in In dia w ere in their ascen dan tatthat

tim e, an d Jam aluddin 's youn g m in d cam e to be profoun dly im pressed by W estern
thoug htan dlearn in g ,w hich hadobtain eda footholdin In dia.From In dia he proceeded
tothe H ejaz toperform H aj,stayin g in thatcoun try foron e year.H e spen tthattim e in
the H ejaz w iden in g the horizon sof hislearn in g ,studyin g un dercom peten tm asters.

A fter a year's stay in the H ejaz, he return ed to A fg han istan , w here he accepted
em ploym en tin the serv ice of A m ir D ost M oham ed Khan . O n the death of D ost
M oham edKhan ,he w as succeededby A m irS herA liKhan ,w hoorderedhis fourson s

tobe arrested.The im prison edbrothers hadsym pathizers outside the prison w alls,as a
resultof w hich three of them w ere able toescape.W hile the A m irship of A fg han istan
con tin ued to be the prize,an d en courag ed courtin trig ue an d treachery,Jam aluddin
con tin uedtobe steadfastin his duties as an em ployee of the Kin g ,an dbecause of this
he had succeeded in attractin g royal atten tion .Therefore,w hen A m ir M urad A zam
Khan ascen dedthe thron e,he appoin tedJam aluddin A fg han iashisspecial adv iser.The
tim es w ere turbulen t,an dprin cely am bition often foun dan outletin a boldbidtow in

the crow n ,an d so A m ir M oham ed A zam Khan w as defeated by S her A li Khan ,w ho
w as proclaim ed Kin g of A fg han istan .Jam aluddin A fg han i decided tog otothe H ejaz
forH aj on ce ag ain ,an dtothis en dhe soug htthe leav e of the A m ir.The A m bassadorof
Iran in Kabul hadbeen pleadin g w ith the A fg han Gov ern m en tn ottoallow Jam aluddin
A fg han i either tov isitIran or topass throug h thatcoun try.H is efforts succeeded an d
Jam aluddin A fg han iw as g iv en perm ission tog otothe H ejaz,on con dition thathe did
n otpassthroug h orsojourn edin Iran .
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This con dition w as accepted,an dhe leftKabul forthe H ejaz v ia In dia in 1285 A .H .The
B ritish osten sibly exten dedtohim special courtesies durin g his stay in In dia,butbein g
apprehen siv e of his rev olution ary predilection s, they w ould n otallow him to m eet

In dian M uslim s alon e,buton ly un der the w atchful eyes an d alertears of the In dian
police in tellig en ce.A tthe en dof abouta m on th'sstay in In dia,he w asoffereda passag e
in a Gov ern m en tship thatw as leav in g the shores of In dia for Eg ypt,w hich offer he
accepted.O n his firstv isittoCairo,he lostn otim e in establishin g con tacts w ith leadin g
M uslim ulem a an d in tellectuals exchan g in g v iew s w ith them on the state of affairs
prev ailin g in the M uslim w orld an d how besttobrin g aboutits social,econ om ic an d
political reg en eration .D urin g his stay in Cairo,he frequen ted the Un iv ersity of A l-
A zhar, w here he discussed v arious relig ious problem s w ith the teachers at the

Un iv ersity.

From Cairohe cam e tothe H ejaz,w here he ren ew edoldacquain tan ces an dfrien dships
an d struck som e n ew on es.Those thatdiscussed w ith him problem s of the w orld of
Islam w ere im pressedby his deep-rootedan xiety tog iv e a leadtothe M uslim s,sothat
they m ay becom e aliv e tothe dan g ers thatw ere en v elopin g their n ation al liv es un der
W estern im perialism .A restless spiritby n ature,an d hav in g an irrepressible itch for

trav ellin g ,he leftthe H ejaz for Turk ey.H is reputation as an outstan din g M uslim had
preceded him ,an d the P rim e M in ister of Turk ey,A ly P asha,g av e him a w elcom e in
Con stan tin ople, w orthy of a prin ce. Jam aluddin A fg han i seem ed to hav e lik ed the
Turk s,ashe m ade m an y frien dsam on g the leadin g political leadersof thatcoun try,an d
his stay cam e tobe prolon g edbeyon dthe periodhe hadcon tem plated.A tthe en dof a
stay of six m on ths,he becam e a m em berof "D an ish O sm an i",a pow erful org an ization
of youn g Turk s. H e beg an to g iv e lectures in Con stan tin ople, w hich w ere larg ely
atten dedby youn g in tellectuals,rousin g thereby the jealously of m an y Turk ish ulem a,

w ho ban ded them selv es in to a un ited fron tin order to ousthim from Turk ey.They
issued a fatw a thatJam aluddin A fg han i w as un orthodox in his beliefs an d w as,
therefore,a k afir.Recallin g those days in Turk ey,Jam aluddin A fg han i in laterlife told
on e of his frien ds thathe w en ttoa g atherin g in Con stan tin ople bein g addressedby the
S haik h-ul-lslam of Turk ey, H asan Fahem y, an d thatw ithoutan y outw ard sig n s of
hum ility or form ality,he w en tan d satn ear the S haik h,atw hich the latter w as v ery
an g ry,an dhe n ev erforg av e him this affron t.The cam paig n of v ilification by the ulem a

w as back ed by the press thatthey con trolled an d itsucceeded ultim ately,an d a royal
order w as issued, orderin g Jam aluddin A fg han i to leav e Turk ey im m ediately. The
decree w as obeyed, an d he leftCon stan tin ople on ly to reach Cairo on the day of
N auroz,21stM arch,1871.261

A chan ce m eetin g betw een tw o person s som etim es prov es an ev en tof far-reachin g
con sequen ce,an dsoithappen edw hen Jam aluddin A fg han im etin Cairoa M in isterof
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the Gov ern m en t,n am ely Riaz P asha.The M in isterobtain edGov ern m en tsan ction fora
m on thly allow an ce tobe g iv en Jam aluddin A fg han i,an dhe w as em ployedon the staff
of A l-A zhar Un iv ersity,w here m an y studen ts thatcam e to study fell un der his spell
an din fluen ce.Itw as m ostly the life an dw ork of these youn g in tellectuals thatlateron

prov ed to be the m ain cause of Eg ypt's fig htfor n ation al liberation . H e taug hthis
studen ts how toin terpretIslam in term s of the tim es in w hich they liv ed,w ith special
atten tion bein g dev oted to free M uslim coun tries from W estern dom in ation . This
roused the suspicion s of the B ritish an d the Fren ch thatJam aluddin A fg han i w as
sow in g rev olution ary political ideas in the m in ds of youn g Eg yptian s un derthe g arb of
relig ious education . Un der in struction s from L on don , V iv ian , the B ritish Con sul-
Gen eral in Cairo, prev ailed upon Taw fiq P asha, the Khediv e of Eg ypt, to force
Jam aluddin A fg han i to leav e Eg ypt. B ritish an d Fren ch diplom acy succeeded, an d

Jam aluddin A fg han i leftCairoun derGov ern m en torders."D jem al-ed-D in w as the first
M uham m adan w hofully g rasped the im pen din g peril of W estern dom in ation ,an d he
dev otedhis life tow arn in g the Islam icw orldof the dan g eran dattem ptin g toelaborate
m easures of defen ce.B y European colon ial authorities he w as soon sin g led outas a
dan g erous ag itator.The En g lish,in particular,feared an d persecuted him .Im prison ed
fora w hile in In dia,he w en ttoEg yptabout1880 an dhada han din the an ti-European
m ov em en tof A rabi P asha.W hen the En g lish occupied Eg yptin 1882,they prom ptly

expelledD jem al,w hocon tin uedhisw an derin g s,fin ally reachin g Con stan tin ople".262

Jam aluddin A fg han i w as on ce ag ain in In dia,settlin g dow n in H yderabad,D eccan ,
from w here he started publishin g a m ag azin e thatpropag ated his an ti-W estern v iew s
on w orldpolitics.B utatthattim e there w as w arbetw een B ritain an dEg ypt,an dbein g
outan doutpro-Eg yptan dan ti-B ritish,Jam aluddin A fg han iw as broug htun derpolice
surv eillan ce from H yderabad to Calcutta,w here he liv ed m ore or less un der house
arrestun til the w ar w as ov er.W hen ev er an opportun ity presen ted itself,he w en ton

sow in g seeds of discon ten tan d hatred ag ain stW estern colon ialism .A m on g the m ost
n otable In dian M uslim leaders w ho cam e un der his in fluen ce w ere S ir S alar Jan g
B ahadur an d S ayed H asan B ilg ram i.A ll those youn g M uslim s of the tim e,w ho had
realisedthe political im poten cy of In dia un derthe B ritish becam e his arden tfollow ers,
an d they w en ton in creasin g in n um ber as he w en ton tourin g In dia— H yderabad,
Calcutta,B om bay,P atn a.

Jam aluddin A fg han i thereafter v isited the Un ited S tates of A m erica,stayed there for
aboutfour m on ths,return ed to L on don ,an d w en tov er to P aris,w here he m etthe
En g lish author an d political leader, W ilfrid S caw en B lun t,w ho becam e his lifelon g
frien d an d adm irer.B lun tw rites thatin on e of his earliestm eetin g s w ith Jam aluddin
A fg han i,the lattertoldhim thatin In dia the police ag en ts follow an dtrack all patriots,
an dthatw hen he w as in In dia his activ ities w ere bein g con stan tly w atchedby the they
sen dyoun g patrioticin tellectuals tojail,an dden y them all av en ues of em ploym en tor
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occupation .H e w as em phaticin his v iew thatH in dus an dM uslim s m ustun itedly deal
a death-blow toB ritish im perialism in In dia.L ater on B lun tw rote in on e of his book s
thatbefore proceedin g toIn dia,B lun tobtain edletters of in troduction from Jam aluddin
A fg han itothree of his frien ds in In dia.W hen he v isitedthem separately an dpresen ted

them the letters of in troduction ,each on e of them rose from his seat,k issed the letter,
open ed itan d read it.B lun tw rites he w as struck w ith the respectan d rev eren ce in
w hich celebrated In dian M uslim s held Jam aluddin A fg han i. Jam aluddin A fg han i
stayed in P aris for alm ostthree years,durin g w hich tim e he published a m ag azin e in
Fren ch,"L e L ien In dissoluble".This m ag azin e w as read far an d w ide in the M uslim
w orld,an d In dia w as certain ly on e of the coun tries w here itw as popular w ith youn g
M uslim s. The B ritish, alarm ed atthe cam paig n of hatred ag ain stthe B ritish bein g
propag ated by the m ag azin e, puta ban on its en try in to In dia. B utyoun g In dian

M uslim s con tin ued to fin an ce the m ag azin e in P aris,an d he w en ton spreadin g his
m ission of crusade ag ain stW estern im perialism .H e had alsom etM ehdi S udan i,an d
the tw obecam e g reatfrien ds,k eepin g in touch w ith each otherthroug h m utual frien ds
an doccasion al secretletters.D urin g his stay in P aris,Jam aluddin A fg han i often w rote
in Fren ch m ag azin es articles on the con dition of M uslim s in In dia, exposin g the
autocraticrule of the B ritish in In dia.The g reatFren chm an ,Ern estRen an ,hadw ritten
in on e of his articles thatIslam w as opposedtothe m odern spiritof search forscien tific

truths,w hich roused Jam aluddin A fg han i to protest.The tw o g ian ts m etin a public
debate,an dJam aluddin A fg han i con clusiv ely prov eddurin g the course of his reply in
the debate, by quotation s from the H oly Q uran an d from the H adith, thatIslam
en courag edthe spiritof in quiry an dthe pursuitof k n ow ledg e.263

A tthis tim e,Gladston e hadceasedtobe the P rim e M in isterof En g lan dan dRan dolph
Churchill, a frien d of B lun t, had tak en ov er thatoffice. B lun tin v ited Jam aluddin
A fg han itoEn g lan das his g uest,sothathe m ay hav e free an dfran k person al talk s w ith

Ran dolph Churchill an d sug g estto him solution s to the problem s thatplag ued the
relation ship of En g lan d w ith In dia an d w ith the w orld of Islam .D urin g his stay for
three m on ths as the g uestof B lun t,he m etthe P rim e M in isteroften ,an ddidhis bestto
in fluen ce him sothatthere m ay be a chan g e in the attitude of B ritain tow ards M uslim s
an d In dia. Im perial policies die hard, an d in spite of his bestefforts he could n ot
succeed in achiev in g an y positiv e results.D isappoin ted,he leftEn g lan d an d cam e to
Iran ,stayin g in S hiraz,Ispahan an dTeheran foraboutsix m on ths.N asiruddin w as the

S hah of Iran atthattim e.Jam aluddin A fg han i m ethim often ,an d ev ery tim e in his
con v ersation w ith the Kin g ,he broug htupthe question of his autocraticrule,w hich sat
oppressiv ely on the shoulders of the people.H e pleadedforg ran tin g m ore rig hts tothe
people an d for the in troduction of som e n ecessary reform s.M in ds sw ayed by selfish
con sideration hardly ev ersee the lig htof log ican dreason .The Kin g losthispatien ce on
bein g pestered w ith adv ice w hich ran con trary to his n ature, an d he ordered
Jam aluddin A fg han itoleav e Iran w ithoutan y delay.
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Forced to leav e Iran ,he proceeded to M oscow in the hope thathe w ould be able to
en listthe supportof Russia in freein g the M uslim w orldfrom B ritish bon dag e.H e m ade
P etrog rad his headquarters,w here he stayed for abouttw o years.The Czar w as the

absolute m on arch of all Russia,an dhis M uslim subjects alon g w ith those of otherfaiths
con tin uedtosubm itpassiv ely tohis ev ery w him an dcaprice.Throug h the g oodoffices
of som e frien ds,w how ere hig h upin the im perial court,Jam aluddin A fg han iw as able
tom eetthe Czarfrequen tly.H e pleadedw ith thatm on arch toperm itthe H oly Q uran to
be tran slatedin toRussian ,w hich hadhithertobeen forbidden .The royal con sen tbein g
obtain ed,the H oly B ook w as tran slated in to Russian an d prin ted,w hich w as a g reat
serv ice toRussian M uslim s.Jam aluddin A fg han i w as lik e a storm on tw oleg s,an dhe
w as tourin g m an y coun tries of Europe an dA sia in un en din g w an derin g s.For a w hile

he w as in M un ich,then in P etrog rad,an d on ce ag ain he cam e to Teheran ,w here he
started g iv in g lectures on the in alien able rig hts of the people, callin g upon the
Gov ern m en tto g ran tto the people their fun dam en tal rig hts. The S hah k n ew an d
recog n izedon ly on e rig ht,thatof rulin g ov erhissubjectsashe pleased.H e orderedthat
Jam aluddin A fg han i be arrested, an d on hearin g this, he took shelter in a darg ha,
tw en ty m iles outside Teheran .The S hah sen tfiv e hun dred soldiers to surroun d the
darg ha an d to arresthim .The task accom plished,Jam aluddin A fg han i w as expelled

from Iran an dhe took shelterin B usra.From B usra he w rote a secretlettertoH ajiM irza
H asan S hirazi, an Iran ian exile in S am ra, in w hich he forcefully con dem n ed the
con dition s of decaden ce broug htaboutin Iran by a selfish an d in com peten tm on arch.
B ritish secretin tellig en ce w as dog g in g his steps w herev erhe w en tan d,as alertas ev er,
they in tercepted this letter,the con ten ts of w hich w ere published in a L on don paper.
The letter said thatthe people of Iran w ere g roan in g un der a tyran n ical rule,an d that
the rulin g classof Iran hadsoldthatcoun try tok afirsan dthe en em iesof Islam .264

H e w as n ow aboutfifty-fiv e an d con stan ttrav ellin g in those difficultdays,coupled
w ith his in carceration on a n um berof occasion s,hadaffectedhis health.H e w as sick in
body,butrobustasev erin hisspirits,in toxicatedashe w asw ith the burn in g passion to
free the w orld of Islam from W estern colon ialism .H e cam e to L on don for treatm en t.
B uta sick body couldn otk eep him outof w ork ,an dhe starteda m ag azin e in L on don
thatadv ocatedthe freedom of In dia from B ritish han ds.In on e of his articles he w rote
thatthe w orldof Christian ity hates M uslim s all ov erthe w orld,an dthatM uslim s m ust

un ite in order to m eet this m en ace.265 In dian M uslim s con tin ued to fin an ce his
m ag azin e, althoug h his political thoug hts w ere decades ahead of those of other
M uslim s.266 The v oice of this m ag azin e,feeble atfirst,w as n ow beg in n in g tom ak e its
im pacton the m in ds of youn g M uslim in tellectuals in E n g lan d. The Gov ern m en t,
apprehen siv e of con sequen ces,ordered the m ag azin e to be forcefully closed,an d it
ceased publication .A tthis tim e S ultan A bdul H am id w as the ruler of Turk ey,w hose
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ideas on the un ity an d expan sion of Islam ,w hich later on cam e to be k n ow n as P an -
Islam ism , broadly approxim ated w ith those of Jam aluddin A fg han i. W hile S ultan
A bdul H am idw an tedthe un ity of Islam un derhisperson al leadership,A fg han iw an ted
itthroug h a free association of in depen den tan d sov ereig n M uslim S tates.In 1882 the

S ultan , throug h the Turk ish am bassador in L on don ,in v ited Jam aluddin A fg han i to
Turk ey ashisg uest,an in v itation w hich he readily accepted.

The S ultan w as v ery frien dly,k in dan dg en erous toJam aluddin A fg han i,g iv in g him a
w ell furn ished house to liv e in ,a carriag e,an d con ferrin g on him a liberal m on thly
allow an ce, an d for a w hile he liv ed an un disturbed an d con ten ted life in
Con stan tin ople.B utthe prov erbial courtiers w ere busy pourin g poison in to the royal
ears ag ain stthe foreig n g uest,in v en tin g all sorts of im ag in ary accusation s ag ain sthim .

The v ile cam paig n of in sin uation succeeded,an dthe S ultan posteda police g uardov er
his house, in order to cut him off from com m un ication w ith the outside w orld.
Com m en tin g on the plig htof Jam aluddin A fg han i,B lun tw rote thathe had g on e to
Con stan tin ople to m eethis frien d in his days of adv ersity, an d he foun d thatthe
S ultan 's an g er had sn atched aw ay from Jam aluddin A fg han i all his frien ds.In feeble
health,his body un der police surv eillan ce,buthis spiritsoarin g as hig h as the sk ies,
Jam aluddin A fg han i w as n ow bedridden ,struck w ith a serious m alady.The doctors

pron oun cedthathe w as sufferin g from can cer,an dthe en dw as n otfar.Un afraidof the
approach of death,he con tin uedton urse dream stofree the w orldof Islam from foreig n
dom in ation ,totak e m en tal n otes how the un ity of the Islam icw orldcouldbe broug ht
about. To him there w ere n o sects or sectarian beliefs div idin g on e M uslim from
an other;tohim all M uslim s w ere brothers,un itedby the com m on bon d of theirFaith,
Islam .Throug h adheren ce toIslam ,they could usherin an era of P an -Islam ism .A s he
lay in bed,m ak in g plan s forthe liberation of M uslim s,death v isitedhim on 8th M arch,
1897."Jam aluddin A fg han i died atthe ag e of 60 for the cause of Islam .H e has leftan

un dyin g leg en dbehin dhim .W hatlittle of Islam icun ity is v isible in the w orldtoday is
larg ely due tohisw ork ".267

Jam aluddin A fg han i had trav elled a g reatdeal,alw ays on his m ission to brin g about
un ity betw een M uslim s of the w orldag ain stthe W est.H e w as,in deed,in spiredby the
sam e zeal as has elev ated n ation al liberators to becom e heroes in history.H e w as n o
m ore physically presen t,buthis ideas an d policies con tin ued toin fluen ce M uslim s of

his tim e an dof succeedin g g en eration s."H e heldthatthere w ere tw og reatn ation s,the
M uslim an dthe Christian ,en g ag edin a relen tless strug g le in w hich Christian dom is at
presen tthe ag g ressor;the fan atical spiritw hich produced the Crusades still con tin ues
an d,how ev er m uch disg uised,is still the m otiv e pow er behin d W estern policies;it
g iv es the im petus w hich urg es those pow ers to perpetuate ag g ression on Islam ,an d
w hich show s itself in European literature in con stan thatred,abuse,an dridicule of the
relig ion of Islam .B efore this relen tless opposition the M uslim s hav e n ochan ce un less
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they un ite in self-defen ce,an ditis urg en tly n ecessary thatthe w hole com m un ity rally
tothe supportof an y partattack ed".268

Jam aluddin A fg han iw as a m an of im posin g person ality,tall an dhan dsom e.H e w as of

brow n com plexion an dg av e on e the im pression thathe w as of A rab descen t.H e hada
pair of big eyes thatseem ed topen etrate the in side of on e's m in d,in spite of the fact
thathe w as m yopic.H ow ev er,he n ev erw ore g lasses.H e usually w ore a lon g flow in g
role lik e thatw orn by the ulem a of Con stan tin ople.H e w asa sparse eater,bein g con ten t
w ith on ly on e m eal a day an d,con siderin g this,itw as surprisin g thathe w as able to
w ork forsuch lon g hours w ithouttirin g an dtoun dertak e such w hirlw in dan ddifficult
journ eys.B uthe dran k g allon s of tea,bein g v ery fon d of thatbev erag e lik e a typical
P ersian .H e seem s to hav e pick ed up the habitof sm ok in g cig ars from the W est,an d

w herev er he w en the k epthim self ready w ith a copious supply of cig ars.H e had a
prodig ious m em ory, an d he could rem em ber faces an d ev en ts w ithout the least
difficulty.H av in g a flair for lan g uag es,he w as able to pick up Fren ch w ithin three
m on ths.W hether trav ellin g or settled in a hotel,he sleptlittle an d lig htly.A brillian t
orator,his eloquen ce easily sw ayedhis audien ce.W ith all that,he spok e haltin g ly,w ith
a sortof deepdeliberation ,as he un foldedhisv iew s orthoug hts on a g iv en problem .A
rev olution ary by n ature an dby lifelon g habit,he heldall in equal esteem ,prin ces an d

paupers.This den otes a m in dthathas im bibedthe lesson of hum an brotherhood."H is
con ceptof dem ocracy w as n otthe an n ihilation of the citadel of Kin g ship.H e w as eag er
to m ak e the M uslim s g o forw ard an d to better their con dition s.If Kin g s an d P rin ces
stood in his w ay,he w ould face them boldly an d ov ercom in g them ,he w en tahead in
his life's m ission ."269 H e w as the flag -bearer of the spiritof Rev olution ata tim e w hen
M uslim s of the w orldw ere bein g steam -rolleredby W estern im perialism ."Jam aluddin
A fg han i w as a g reatscholar.H e w as a sym bol of Rev olution in his political teachin g s.
W herev er he w en t,w ithin a few days he im posed a spiritof Rev olution am on g those

peoples."270

A tthe sam e tim e he w as a v ision ary,w ho w an ted to tran slate his dream of Islam ic
un ity in toreality.W estern diplom acy an d m achin ation s w ere his sw orn en em ies,an d
they did ev erythin g possible ton ullify his w ork .The discom forts of a life in exile an d
the terrors of prison -life did n otdeter him from his life's m ission ."S torm w as rag in g
aroun d his life,threaten in g itw ith extin ction .B utJam aluddin A fg han i did n otk n ow

w hatfear w as.H e w as n ev er dow n -hearted."271 For him itw as a m atter of surv iv al,a
m atter of life an d death for the w orld of Islam ,an d if in its preserv ation he had to
sacrifice hisow n life,he w aspreparedtopay thatsuprem e price."H e w arn edthe w orld
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of Islam thatif they w ere to surv iv e, they should un ite. D isun ity an d div ision , he
w arn ed,w ouldw eak en them an dw ouldbrin g abouttheirultim ate ruin ."272

Jam aluddin A fg han i w as a cham pion n oton ly of the M uslim coun tries, butof all

coun tries of the Eastthatw ere un derW estern dom in ation ."A m on g those M ujahedeen
of Islam ,w hohav e sacrificed their liv es for the oppressed peoples of the East,w hose
life m ission w as to reg en erate the w orld of Islam , am on g them A llam a S ayed
Jam aluddin A fg han iw as,un doubtedly,the m ostoutstan din g ."273
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NAWAB VIQAR-UL-MULK

(1841—1917)

D iw an A bdul M om in Khan w as on e of the M in isters atthe courtof the M og hul

Em peror, S hah Jehan , aroun d the year 1650. W ith the declin e of the pow er of that
dyn asty,the fam iles of m an y M uslim n oblem en all ov erIn dia sufferedheav ily,an don e
such fam ily w as thatof A bdul M om in Khan .O n e of his m ale decen dan ts,S haik h Fazal
H usain ,w as settled in a sm all v illag e in M oradabad districttow ards the beg in n in g of
the n in eteen th cen tury.Theirfam ily fortun es ata low ebb,S haik h Fazal H usain an dhis
fam ily liv edthe life of hum ble v illag e-folk ,ek in g outa difficultexisten ce,althoug h this
fam ily w as k n ow n for som e learn ed m en thatithad produced.S haik h Fazal H usain
w asm arriedtoB atuln issa,an don the 24th of M arch,1841,w asborn in the fam ily a son ,

w hom they n am ed M ushtaq H usain .The child w as hardly six m on ths old,w hen his
fatherdied,an dthe en tire respon sibility of brin g in g upthe orphan fell on the w idow ed
m other.A lthoug h n otliterate herself,B atuln issa w as determ in ed to g iv e her son the
besteducation ,an dtobrin g him up as a perfectg en tlem an .Itw as the in fluen ce of his
m otherfrom his v ery ten derag e thatw as respon sible forM ushtaqH usain dev elopin g
in toa learn edan dGod-fearin g youn g m an .

M ushtaqH usain w as sen ttoa m ak tab,w here he saton the floorw ith otherboys of the
v illag e to tak e his firstlesson s.The M aulv i w ould teach the boys to read the H oly
Q uran ,an dtow rite the alphabeton theirlittle w ooden boards,w hich each boy broug ht
w ith him toschool.The feespaidby the studen tstothe teacheratthe maktab w asn oton

a m on thly basis,butw hen ev erthe festiv als of Eidcam e,the paren ts w ouldsen dtothe
teacher,throug h theirchildren from tw oan n as toa m axim um of rupees tw oas tuition
fees for the w hole year.274 This fee,paltry as itm ay seem today,w as n eitherfixed n or
bin din g on all;the children of the poor people of the v illag e w ere taug htcom pletely

free. The boys paid little m on ey to their teachers, butshow ered on them respect,
borderin g on rev eren ce,an dlov e an ddev otion in plen ty.M ushtaqH usain took his first
lesson s in the v illag e maktab,an dlateron becam e a pupil of M aulv iRahatA liA m roahi,

un derw hom he learn edadv an cedA rabic,the H odith an dFiqah.A s itw as n otpossible
to fin d Gov ern m en tem ploym en t, w ithouthav in g studied in a Gov ern m en tdistrict
school,M ushtaqH usain lateron w en ttoon e such school.H e prov edtobe an in tellig en t
studen t,hard-w ork in g ,w ell-disciplin ed an d w ell-behav ed.H e accepted a poston ten

rupeesa m on th asan assistan tteacherin the districtschool,w here he hadstudied.

In 1861 there w asfam in e in the Un itedP rov in ces,an dS irS yedA hm edw asin charg e of
relief w ork in M oradabad district. H e en trusted the relief w ork atA m roha to the
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en erg etican dhon estyoun g M aulv iM ushtaqH usain ,w hofulfilledthisrespon sibility to
the en tire satisfaction of S ir S yed A hm ed,an d from thatday on w ards there g rew up
betw een the tw o a stron g bon d of m utual attachm en t.M aulv i M ushtaq H usain had
caug htthe eye of his superiors,an d his rise in Gov ern m en tserv ice becam e m ark edly

accelerated.H e w as prom otedfrom on e posttoan other,tran sferredfrom on e place to
an other,un til he w as fin ally appoin ted to w ork un der S ir S yed A hm ed atA lig arh.,
w here the latter w as posted as a subordin ate judg e.H e w as an in defatig able w ork er,
an d w illin g ly helped his colleag ues w how ere in arrears in their office w ork .W hile in
serv ice,he beg an toprepare forthe exam in ation tobe appoin teda Tehsildar,w hich he
passedin 1872.W hen S irS yedw as appoin tedtodistribute relief tothe fam in e-strick en
people of Gorak hpur, he requested from S ir John S trachey the serv ices of M aulv i
M ushtaqH usain tow ork un der him .Throug houthis career as a Gov ern m en tserv an t,

M aulv i M ushtaqH usain show ed un boun din g in depen den ce,an d refused tobe cow ed
by the threats or pressure of his superiors ev en thoug h they w ere En g lishm en .S om e
En g lish officers took objection tohis leav in g the office durin g w ork in g hours tog oto
the m osque forprayers,an dthey w arn edhim n ottodoso,as itw as an in frin g em en tof
office hoursan doffice routin e.B utM aulv iM ushtaqH usain w as n ottobe cow eddow n .
H e w ouldrathersubm ithisresig n ation than g iv e uphisprayers,the tim e forw hich fell
durin g office hours.A lthoug h he w as draw in g on e hun dredrupees a m on th as salary,

w hich w as con sidereda prin cely sum in those days,he subm ittedhis resig n ation ,an d
beg g ed for its acceptan ce if he w as n otto be allow ed tim e for prayers. W ith the
in terv en tion of som e w ell in ten tion ed En g lish officers,he w as g iv en perm ission for
prayers,an dhisresig n ation w asw ithdraw n .

A ftersom e tim e,S irS yedA hm edw as tran sferredfrom A lig arh toB en ares,an dN aw ab
S am iullah Khan ,an other dev oted w ork er in the cause of A lig arh,succeeded him as
S ub-Judg e. V iqar-ul M ulk con tin ued to w ork un der N aw ab S am iullah Khan in his

court,an d itw as the in fluen ce of these tw o g reatstalw arts of the A lig arh m ov em en t
thatcreated in V iqar-ul M ulk 's heartan abidin g lov e for the cause of A lig arh,startin g
his career as a hum ble w ork er for spreadin g the m essag e of A lig arh.H e becam e a
m em ber of the S cien tific S ociety in 1866 an d w as in charg e of g ettin g Tahzibul Ik hlaq
prin ted.In 1870,the S ociety for the P rom otion of Education A m on g M uslim s in v ited
essays on a com petitiv e basis for publication in this m ag azin e,the topicfordiscussion
bein g the causes thathad resulted in the then prev ailin g deplorable con dition of

M uslim education , an d steps to brin g aboutan education al ren aissan ce am on g the
M uslim s.V iqar-ul M ulk subm itted his en try for the con test,in w hich after m ak in g a
m asterly an alysis,he adv ocated thatM uslim s should tak e to m odern education an d
thatA lig arh should be the cen tre for the spread of education am on g the M uslim s of
In dia.H isessay w asaw ardedthe secon dprize,the firstbein g w on by the essay en tered
by N aw ab M ohsin -ui-M ulk . In 1873, it w as decided by the Colleg e Foun dation
Com m ittee to establish a prim ary school atA lig arh.M aulv i S am iullah Khan w as the
S ecretary of the A lig arh bran ch,an d he w as en trusted w ith the w ork of look in g after
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this school,in the absen ce of S ir S yed A hm ed.B utin actual fact,the m ov in g spirit
behin dthe w ork of the school w asthattirelessw ork er,N aw ab V iqar-ul-M ulk .

In 1875,he w as in v ited toserv e in H yderabad S tate,w hich offer he accepted,an d the

n um berof years thathe hadserv edun derthe B ritish w ere addedtohis serv ice record
in H yderabadW ithin on e yearof hisappoin tm en t,he caug htthe eye of N aw ab S irS alar
Jan g ,w horaised him tothe position of a judicial M in ister.Itw as in con sequen ce of a
reportthathe subm itted in 1878 reg ardin g the reorg an ization of the judiciary system
thatprog ressiv e reform s w ere in troduced.D urin g the fam in e of 1877,M aulv i M ushtaq
H usain prepareda com prehen siv e schem e forthe distribution of relief an dassistan ce to
the fam in e-strick en people,an drecom m en dedthe settin g upof hom es forthe pooran d
the disabled.H is sug g estion s w ere acceptedin full,an d he w as putin charg e of relief

w ork .W hen ev erhe v isitedfam in e cam ps an dhom es forthe poor,he spen thours w ith
them ,en deav orin g to brig hten the g loom of their life w ith k in d w ords an d fin an cial
assistan ce. S ir S alar Jan g in on e of his statem en ts, paid fulsom e tribute to his
hum an itarian w ork .H e con tin ued to serv e H yderabad S tate for sev en teen years,an d
his careerw as replete w ith rich achiev em en t.B utdue toopen differen ces betw een the
En g lish Residen tan dS irS alarJan g ,M aulv iM ushtaqH usain foun dhim self a targ etof
local in trig ues, usually associated w ith the old order in an In dian S tate, w here the

represen tativ e of the B ritish pulled pow erful strin g s from behin d the scen es.H e had
been elev ated to the ran k of a N aw ab,an d his full title w as N aw ab M ushtaq H usain
V iqar-ul-M ulk .In his lastyearsatH yderabadhe w asdraw in g a salary of fourthousan d
an d fiv e hun dred rupees a m on th,m ostof w hich he spen tin helpin g the poor,the
n eedy,the orphan s an dw idow s.H e didn otlose an y opportun ity durin g his serv ice at
H yderabad tog oon serv in g the cause of A lig arh.H e resig n ed from H yderabad S tate
serv ice in 1892.

A fterten derin g his resig n ation ,he took upresiden ce in A m roha an dleda sem i-retired
life for abouteig htyears.H ow ev er,in the firstyears of the tw en tieth cen tury,w hen
N aw ab V iqar-ul-M ulk saw thatthere w as publiccon trov ersy ov erUrdu un derthe pro-
H in di L ieuten an t-Gov ern or,S ir A n thon y M acD on n el,he jum pedin tothe affray in the
defen ce of Urdu.H e soug htan in terv iew w ith the Gov ern orin ordertoexplain tohim
the im portan ce of Urdu an d the sen tim en tal v alue attached by M uslim s to that
lan g uag e.B utthe arrog an trepresen tativ e of the B ritish refused him an in terv iew ,an d

N aw ab V iqarul M ulk decidedtodoall thatlay in his pow erforthe propag ation of the
cause of Urdu.Itm ustbe saidthat,w hile liv in g in retirem en tatA m roha,he hadtoface
m an y fam ily m isfortun es.H is eldestson ,M ahom edA hm ed,diedin 1896 atthe ag e of
tw en ty-eig ht. The follow in g year he losthis w ife an d his g ran d-daug hter H am id
Fatim a, the daug hter of M ahm ud A hm ed throug h an E n g lish w ife, w hom he had
m arried in E n g lan d w hen he w as readin g for the B ar in thatcoun try.In spite of his
priv ate m isfortun es,he con tin ued to serv e all public causes w hich w ere in the best
in terestsof the M uslim sof In dia.
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M uslim leaders lik e N aw ab M ohsin -ul-M ulk an d N aw ab V iqar-ul-M ulk w ere
beg in n in g torealise that,if M uslim sw ere tooccupy a dig n ifiedan drespectable position
in the n ation al life of In dia,they should n oton ly spread education am on g their co-
relig ion ists,they should also org an ize them selv es politically.The H in dus had started

the In dian N ation al Con g ress in 1885,an d in 1893 S ir S yed A hm ed had started the
M oham adan A n g lo-O rien tal D efen ce A ssociation , to protectthe leg itim ate political
in terests of the M uslim s,in w hose org an ization he had receiv ed able supportfrom
Theodore B eck .M ohsin -ul-M ulk adv ocatedthe rev iv al of the D efen ce A ssociation ,an d
N aw ab V iqar-ul-M ulk heartily ag reedw ith him .A ctually,the latterw as en trustedw ith
the task of org an izin g the D efen ce A ssociation ,an d to achiev e this he toured In dia
exten siv ely.The M uslim s atthis tim e w ere,how ev er,steepedin political letharg y an d,
in spite of his speeches an d w ritin g s,he m ade little prog ress.The firstm eetin g un der

the auspices of the D efen ce A ssociation w as held atL uck n ow in 1901.V iqar-ul-M ulk
saw for him self thatthe respon se had been poor,buthe n ev er g av e up the w ork of
political org an ization of the M uslim s,an dhiseffortsan dthose of M ohsin -ul-M ulk w ere
tobearfruitsom e yearsafterthe firstseedsw ere sow n .

M ohsin -ul-M ulk w as g ettin g on in years, an d he foun d the burden s of the
M oham m adan A n g lo-O rien tal Colleg e tooheav y for his shoulders.V iqar-ul-M ulk had

been his close associate an d frien d for a n um ber of years, an d n ow in his days of
retirem en t,V iqar-ul-M ulk beg an totak e in creasin g in terestin the affairs of the Colleg e.
H e stood so close to M ohsin -ul-M ulk ,the S ecretary of the Colleg e,thatthere w as n o
doubtin an ybody'sm in dastow how ouldsucceedhim w hen he died.Itcam e topassin
1907,for,w hen M ohsin -ul M ulk died,N aw ab V iqar-ul-M ulk w as un an im ously elected
S ecretary of the B oardof Trustees.A tthattim e Theodore B eck w as the P rin cipal of the
Colleg e,an dthere soon arose acute differen ces betw een the P rin cipal,supportedby the
en tire En g lish staff,on the on e han d,an d the S ecretary an d the Trustees on the other

han d.In the days of S ir S yed A hm ed,on e of the colleg e boys had been expelled from
the hostel,as a n um ber of boys had beaten som e serv an ts of the hostel.A s a protest
m an y boarders leftthe hostel an dw en ttostay in a local serai.S irS yeddecidedthata
com prom ise should be effected betw een the m an ag em en tan d the staff.B utB eck ,the
En g lish prin cipal,stood for strictdisciplin e an d spurn ed all attem pts atcom prom ise.
M aulv i S am iullah Khan sev erely con dem n ed the attitude of the En g lish prin cipal an d
professors,an dthe latterin turn saw toitthatS irS yedw ouldbe succeededby his son

S yed M ahm ud an d n otby M aulv i S am iuliah Khan .W hen this m easure w as adopted,
S am iullah Khan resig n edas a m em berof the B oardof Trustees.W hen M ohsin -ul-M ulk
took ov er as S ecretary,the En g lish prin cipal an d staff w ere stron g ly supported by S ir
A n thon y M acD on n el,w hothreaten edtocutthe colleg e g ran t,if the S ecretary in terfered
w ith the in tern al m an ag em en tof the Colleg e affairs,for w hich,the Gov ern or said,the
lastw ord rested w ith the P rin cipal.This con trov ersy w as still rag in g ,w hen N aw ab
V iqar-ul-M ulk took ov er as S ecretary of the Colleg e in 1907,an d the P rin cipal of the
Colleg e w asA rchbold.
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O n 20th M arch,1908,P rin cipal A rchbold subm itted his resig n ation ,"as a resultof the
con tin ued in terferen ce of the H on orary S ecretary".H e w as supported by the En g lish
professors of the Colleg e. The Gov ern or at this tim e w as S ir John H ew ett, w ho
in terv en ed an d im posed a com prom ise,w hich V iqar-ul-M ulk thoug htw as un fair.H e

placed the m atter before the B oard in a m eetin g duly called for this purpose,an d the
Trustees supported the stan d tak en by the S ecretary.The Gov ern or in v ited V iqar-ul-
M ulk for priv ate talk s todiscuss the m atter,w hich he declin ed,sayin g thatthe m atter
n ow v estedw ith the Trustees.The M uslim press alsoopen ly sidedw ith V iqar-ul-M ulk ,
an d H is H ig hn ess the A g a Khan sen ta cable from En g lan d tothe Gov ern m en tn otto
precipitate m attersan dthuslose the g oodw ill of the M uslim s.The stale m ate con tin ued
for som e tim e, un til P rin cipal A rchbold subm itted his resig n ation . The Trustees
thereafter adoptin g a resolution clearly defin in g the pow ers of the H on orary S ecretary

an d the P rin cipal,forbiddin g the latter to w rite directly to the Gov ern m en tor to an y
Gov ern m en t departm en t. "Thus en ded a lon g -draw n con trov ersy about the
adm in istration of the Colleg e an da n ew era w asopen edin itsw ork in g ."

O ctober 1906 is im portan tin the history of our strug g le forfreedom ,for itw as atthat
tim e thata M uslim deputation w aitedon the V iceroy,L ordM in to,dem an din g separate
electorates for the M uslim s of In dia. N aw ab V iqar-ul-M ulk w as a m em ber of the

deputation .Tw o m on ths later,the M uslim Education al Con feren ce m etatD acca on
30th D ecem ber,1906,w ith N aw ab S ir S alim ullah Khan of D acca in the chair.In his
in troductory speech N aw ab V iqar-ul-M ulk dw elton the absolute n ecessity of M uslim s
org an izin g them selv es politically,an d w arn ed them of the dan g ers thatlay ahead if
they failed toread the w ritin g on the w all.H e said,"The purpose for w hich w e hav e
m ettoday is n othin g n ew .Itarose from the day the In dian N ation al Con g ress w as
foun ded,som uch sothatthe late lam en tedS irS yedA hm edKhan ,forw hose sag acious
an dfar-sig htedpolicy w e w ill alw ays rem ain in debted,w as som ov edby the g row in g

stren g th of the Con g ress thathe v alian tly strov e to con v in ce the M uslim s thattheir
betterm en tan d security lay in abstain in g from participation in the Con g ress. This
adv ice w as so soun d that,thoug h he is n otam on g us today,yetthe M uslim s firm ly
holdtoit,an das tim e passes w e realise m ore an dm ore thatthe M uslim s shouldm ak e
the m axim um effortstoprotecttheirpolitical rig hts".275

Then he tracedthe history of recen tpolitical ev en ts in the coun try,an dsaid,"Realisin g

the in crease in the in tern al an d extern al in fluen ce of the Con g ress in the w ak e of the
partition of B en g al an d n otin g the Gov ern m en t's in ten tion to expan d the leg islativ e
coun cils the M uslim s w aitedin deputation on the V iceroy an dplacedbefore him their
n eeds an d the in justices they hav e had to suffer as a n ation .The proceedin g s of the
deputation an d the V iceroy's reply hav e appeared in the press.The M uslim leaders
w ho,asm em bersof the deputation hadg atheredatS im la,aftercon siderin g the stepsto
be tak en tosafeg uard the political rig hts of the M uslim s on a perm an en tfootin g ,had
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resolv edthatdeleg ates from differen tprov in ces shouldm eetatD acca tow ards the en d
of D ecem beran ddecide the question .".276

In the en dhe w arn edthe M uslim s thatafterthe w ithdraw al of the B ritish from In dia,it

w ouldbe the H in dus thatw ouldrule ov erthem ."The M uslim s are on ly on e-fifth of the
population of other com m un ities of In dia.Itis quite obv ious that,if atan y tim e the
B ritish Gov ern m en tceases to existin In dia, the n ation w hich is four tim es m ore
n um erous w ill rule the coun try.N ow ,g en tlem en ,ev eryon e should pon der as tow hat
w ouldbe ourcon dition atthattim e.In such a con tin g en cy ourliv es,ourproperty,our
hon our, our relig ion , all w ill be in jeopardy. Today w hen the m ig htof the B ritish
Gov ern m en taffords protection to the people there are n um erous in stan ces of the
difficulties an d troubles w e experien ce atthe han ds of our n eig hbors in the v arious

prov in ces.W oe betide the tim e w hen w e hav e toliv e as subjects of these people w ho
w an ttotak e rev en g e of A uran g zeb from us afterhun dreds of years.O f course,itis our
duty,as far as our in fluen ce g oes,to dissuade our frien ds from follow in g the w ron g
path,to treatthem n icely as our n eig hbors,to show sym pathy to them on the social
plan e an drefrain from an y an tag on isticattitude tow ards them ,w hile safeg uardin g our
rig hts an din terests.W hatev erdifferen ces w e n ow hav e orm ay hav e in future w ith the
Con g ress con cern three m atters— firstly those dem an ds of the Con g ress w hich im peril

the existen ce of the B ritish Gov ern m en tin In dia;secon dly those question s w hich are
prejudicial to our leg itim ate rig hts;thirdly their v iolen tton e ag ain stthe Gov ern m en t
w hich the M uslim sdon otappreciate''.277

O n the sam e day,there w as a m eetin g of leadin g M uslim s held atD acca un der the
chairm an ship of N aw ab V iqar-ul-M ulk in w hich itw as resolv ed to form a political
org an ization of the M uslim s,tobe k n ow n as"The In dia M uslim L eag ue".The resolution
said,

"Resolv edthatthis m eetin g com posedof M usalm an s from all parts of In dia assem bled
atD acca decides thata political association , styled 'The In dia M uslim L eag ue' be
form edforthe furtheran ce of the follow in g objects:—

(a) To prom ote am on g the M usalm an s of In dia the feelin g of loyalty to the
B ritish Gov ern m en tan d rem ov e an y m iscon ception thatm ay arise as to
the in ten tion of the Gov ern m en tw ith reg ardtoan y of itsm easures.

(b) Toprotectan dadv an ce the political rig hts an din terests of the M usalm an s
of In dia, an d respectfully to represen t the n eeds an d aspiration s to
Gov ern m en t;an d
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(c) To prev en tthe rise am on g the M usalm an s of In dia of an y feelin g of
hostility tow ardsothercom m un itiesw ithoutprejudice tothe otherobjects
of the L eag ue."

The abov e resolution w as m ov ed by the N aw ab of D acca an d secon ded by H ak im
A jm al Khan .278

H e serv ed the Colleg e as its H on orary S ecretary for fiv e years,an d durin g this period
he putn ew life in toA lig arh Colleg e an din tothe A lig arh m ov em en t.In 1912,atthe ag e
of sev en ty-on e,he foun d thathis ill-health w ould justn otperm ithim tocarry on this
on erous respon sibility an y lon g er.Therefore,in thatyear,in the bestin terests of the
Colleg e,he ten dered his resig n ation .A lthoug h he had ceased to be its S ecretary,he

con tin uedtobe in the forefron tin the affairs of the Colleg e an din all m atters of public
im portan ce that affected the M uslim s of In dia. H e con tin ued to adv ocate that
Gov ern m en tshould n otin terfere w ith the affairs of the Colleg e. In 1913, w hen a
n um berof M uslim sw ere busy helpin g ,v olun tarily,in the con struction of a dem olished
m osque atCaw n pore,the En g lish D istrictM ag istrate orderedthe police toopen fire on
them .They w ere buildin g the m osque in defian ce of Gov ern m en torders.N aw ab V iqar-
ul-M ulk w asin dig n an t,an dhe exhortedthe M uslim s tov ehem en tly protestag ain stthe

brutal behav ior of Tyler,the D istrictM ag istrate,for,he w arn ed,"If you don 't,then in
the future ev ery sub-in spectorof police w ill behav e lik e a Tylertow ardsus".

B y 1915,his health had com pletely deteriorated.H e had a strok e of paralysis,an d D r.
M uk htar A hm ed A n sari an d H ak im A jm al Khan w ere in atten dan ce on him . H e
con tin uedtostrug g le forlife forabouttw oyears,buthisdoctorsk n ew thatthe en dw as
n otfar.In the firstdays of Jan uary 1917,itw as obv ious thathe hadon ly a few days to
liv e.B uthe k eptup a brav e fig ht.The en d cam e on 27th Jan uary 1917,an d he w as

buriedin hisfam ily g rav eyardatA m roha.

"The Islam ican dsim ple liv in g of N aw ab S aheb broug htabouta rev olution ary chan g e
in ourm aterialistican dosten tatious w ay of liv in g .Itw as his exam ple thatin spiredus
to respectthe true M uslim w ay of life.Itw as he w ho prov ed to us thatev en in the
m odern tw en tieth cen tury,a M uslim can liv e a truly Islam iclife,an datthe sam e tim e
serv e hiscom m un ity an dhisn ation ."279
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SYED AMEER ALI

(1849—1928)

"B y the effortsof thism an ,the hun g ry w ere fed,the n ak edw ere clothed,the sick healed

an d the w oun dedrestored tohealth.The footsore refug ee w as helped on his w ay an d
m an y a m other clasps toher breasta liv in g child thatotherw ise w ould hav e perished
by the w ayside.The despairin g peasan t,facedby the ruin of w ar,w as ag ain prov ided
w ith im plem en ts totill the soil an d seed corn w as placed in his han ds." This w as the
n ote lefton the tom b of S yed A m eer A li,alon g w ith red carn ation s,by the B ritish
S oldiers'S ociety.Itrem in dedon e of the g reathum an itarian w ork don e by him durin g
the B alk an W ars in the cause of allev iatin g hum an m isery an dsufferin g .A M uslim by
birth, an d a g reatM uslim scholar throug h a life dedicated to studies, his hum an

sym pathies w ere n otcon fin ed an d circum scribed by relig ious boun daries, butthey
w ere un iv ersal in theirscope.

W ar had brok en outin Tripolitan ia betw een Turk ey an d Italy. H um an sufferin g
spraw led lik e etern ity on the battlefields, w here the Red Cross S ociety w as doin g
excellen tw ork .B uthis discern in g eyes v isualized thathe should org an ize relief w ork
from En g lan d,an dhe broug htin tobein g the B ritish RedCrescen tS ociety,prim arily to

look after the w oun ded an d the afflicted,w ho professed the Faith of Islam . "W ith
characteristicen erg y he g ottow ork ,an daidedby the g en erosity of H .H .the A g a Khan
an d other person s of all classes both In dian an d En g lish,he laun ched the B ritish Red
Crescen tS ociety, w hich has sin ce don e such adm irable w ork in m an y parts of the
w orld."280 The S ociety ren dered in v aluable serv ices to the afflicted A rabs."I had the
g ood fortun e to be am on g stthe surg eon s w ho w en toutan d itg iv es m e the g reatest
pleasure totestify tothe factthatourw ork w as en tirely un ham peredby an y display of
relig ious big otry.I w ell rem em ber tak in g m y fin al in struction s from S yed A m ir A li.

W hen Iask ed him if relief w as tobe con fin ed toM uslim s,he replied,"A lthoug h your
firstduty is to the Turk ish an d A rab w oun ded,you w ill n ev er turn aw ay an y poor
Christian orJew ,w hopresen tshim self toyou in hishourof n eed."281

A lthoug h his life an dw ork w ere dev otedtoeducation al adv an cem en tan dtoa g reater
deg ree of political con sciousn ess am on g the M uslim s of In dia,he w as n ota n arrow -
m in ded n ation alist. H e had a broad an d un iv ersal v ision of hum an prog ress, for

reachin g w hich g oal n ation al adv an cesw ere defin itely a g reathelp,prov idedthey w ere
n otexclusiv e orisolation ist,n oran ti-in tern ation alist."In m y opin ion .N ation alism pure
an dsim ple isa rev ersion toprim itiv e tribal in stin cts.The firstim pulse of prim itiv e m an
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is to club his adv ersary belon g in g to an other tribe,an d to seize his belon g in g s.The
presen t day n ation alists, speak in g w ith the g reatest respect, are equally
un com prom isin g an d equally in toleran t. A n d this is n otcon fin ed to an y particular
coun try."282

H is life an d w ork in fluen ced n oton ly the tim es in w hich he liv ed,butthey helped to
g iv e properdirection topolitical dev elopm en tam on g the M uslim sof this sub-con tin en t
lon g afterhe died."A s an expoun derof Islam in E n g lish,he hadn oequal.A s a M uslim
jurist,he w as un riv alled;as an in terpreter of M uslim L aw ,he w as recog n ised as an
authority in the Islam icw orld.A s a stoutcham pion of M uslim in terests,he w as k n ow n
the w orldov er."283

The firstan cestor of S yed A m eer A li to com e to In dia w as A hm ed A fzal Khan ,w ho
cam e as an officer w ith the con querin g arm ies of N adir S hah in 1739."W e trace our
descen tfrom the P rophet throug h his daug hter Fatim a. O ur an cestor, the eig hth
apostolic Im am , A li surn am ed A l-Raza, is buried atM ashhad, the prin cipal city of
Khurasan in N .-E.P ersia."284 A hm adA fzal Khan cam e asa soldierof fortun e,buthe fell
to the charm of In dia an d decided to settle dow n perm an en tly in In dia,m ak in g the
sm all city of M ohan in O udh his place of residen ce."The descen dan ts of the P rophet

(the S yeds)hav e ev er sin ce their arriv al in In dia alw ays settled in tow n ships already
occupied by k in sm en w hohad preceded them in the search for n ew hom es.The four
tow n ships of H illour,B arah in M uzaffarg arh,M ohan an d B ilg ram in O udh,w ere the
fav ourite places atw hich they con g reg ated."285 A m eer A li's g ran dfather,M un aw ar A li
Khan ,w as in the serv ice of N aw ab A saf-ud-D aula of O udh as Rev en ue Collector,"a
stalw artm an ,bluff in his w ays,ratherfierce-look in g w ith his upturn edm oustache."286

M un aw arA liKhan diedin a battle in 1820 an dhis son ,S aadatA li,w as broug htupby
his un cle,S irajuddin A liKhan ,an dultim ately qualifiedas a H ak im ,a profession w hich

S irajuddin didn otv ery m uch relish.H e w as v ery fon dof trav ellin g ,an ddurin g on e of
his journ eys he stayedw ith his cousin ,JaffarA li Khan ,D eputy CollectoratCuttack in
O rissa. There he m arried the daug hter of S ham shuddin Khan , a n oblem an of
S am balpur,w ho bore him fiv e son s,the fourth of w hom w as S yed A m eer A li.The
fam ily settledin Cuttack ,w here S aadatA lim ade the acquain tan ce of M alet,a judg e of
the O rissa H ig h Court,an d of D r.M ow at,D irector of Education in B en g al.These tw o
g en tlem en persuaded S aadatA li to g iv e his son s a liberal E n g lish education ,adv ice

w hich he readily accepted.H e cam e toCalcutta an dg othisthree elderson sadm ittedin
the Calcutta M adressah,A m eerA libein g an in fan tatthattim e.S aadatA lisoon tiredof
Calcutta an d proceeded to H oog hly,w here his tw o elder son s w ere adm itted in the
M ohsin ia Colleg e.
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S aadatA liw as a g reatscholarin A rabican dP ersian ,an dw hile en g ag edin w ritin g the
biog raphy of the H oly P rophet,he diedin 1856,a v ictim of cholera.O rphan edata v ery
early ag e in his life,A m eer A li foun d a pillar of stren g th in his m other,w ho w as a

dev outbutfearless lady. A s a boy, A m eer A li w as fon d of shootin g , an d he had
collectedquite a few g un s of his ow n atthe ag e of fourteen .S tudious by n ature,an da
v oracious reader,he show ed early prom ise of a hig h education al career.A m eer A li
receiv ed his early education from a M aulv i athom e in Urdu an d P ersian ,an d later
join edthe H oog hly Colleg e."The Colleg e atH oog hly w as div idedin totw ow ater-tig ht
com partm en ts;on e w as calledthe A n g lo-P ersian departm en tforM uslim studen ts,the
other w as exclusiv ely for H in du youth."287 In his colleg e days atH oog hly,A m eer A li
readm ostof the w ork s of S hak espeare,M ilton ,S helley,Keats,B yron ,an dL on g fellow ,

an d had m astered thatm on um en tal w ork ,Gibbon 's D eclin e an d Fall of the Rom an
Em pire. In those form ativ e years of his life, he w as un der the in fluen ce of a g reat
M uslim scholar,S yed Karam atA li,an d w ith the help of P rof.O baidullah O baidi,he
tran slated S yed Karam atA li's M ark hazi Ulum in toEn g lish,this bein g his firstliterary
v en ture,w hile he w as yetin his teen s."W hatev er k n ow ledg e of M uslim philosophy I
happen topossess,Iow e toS yedKaram atA li."288

S yed A m eer A li passed his B .A . in 1867, thus becom in g on e of the firstM uslim
g raduates in In dia.In the follow in g year,he passedhis M .A .in H istory,thus bein g the
firstB en g aliM uslim tog etan M .A .deg ree.In 1868,he passedhislaw deg ree,an din the
sam e year,bein g aw arded a Gov ern m en tscholarship,he proceeded to En g lan d for
hig her studies by the P .& O .S hip,S im la."N either the ship n or the food in the saloon
w ere atall tom y taste ...The serv an tIhadtak en w ith m e addedtom y troubles;he w as
a v ery particularM uslim an dobjectedtoev erythin g on board"H e ...reachedEn g lan d
afterabouta m on th'sjourn ey."Iliv edin the fam ily of the w idow of a clerg ym an ,a M rs.

Chase,un til m y return toIn dia fouryears later.S he treatedm e as on e of them selv es ...
L on don did n ot appear to m e in hospitable or un in v itin g as it does to m an y
foreig n ers."289 H e join ed the In n er Tem ple.D urin g his early days,he w as on v isitin g
term s w ith som e hig h-ran k in g fam ilies in the social life of L on don as also a close
acquain tan ce of som e em in en tm en of letters an dof publiclife.S yedA m eerA li,m ain ly
throug h the efforts of M iss M an n in g ,helped in the form ation of the N ation al In dian
A ssociation in 1871,w hich w as the social m eetin g g roun dforIn dian studen ts an dsuch

En g lish fam ilies as w ere in terestedin In dian affairs.H is book ,The Critical Exam in ation
of the L ife an d Teachin g s of M oham m ad,w hich appeared in 1873,m ade a deep an d
fav orable im pression on those En g lishm en w horead it.H e dedicated this book tohis
elder brother, S yed W aris A li, w ho had recen tly died of a heartattack . "Reg arded
sim ply as a literary achiev em en t, w e hav e n ev er read an ythin g issuin g from the
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educatedclasses in this coun try,w hich couldbe com paredw ith it,an dthe M uslim s of
In dia are tobe con g ratulatedon the possession of soable a m an in theirran k s."290

W hen in 1871,S ir S yed A hm ed v isited En g lan d,S yed A m eer A li frequen tly called on

the sag e of A lig arh an ddiscussedw ith him problem s con fron tin g the M uslim s of In dia.
The tw o differed in their choice of solution s to the existin g difficulties."S yed A hm ed
Khan pin n ed his faith in E n g lish education an d academ ical train in g .Iadm itted their
im portan ce buturg ed that, un less as a com m un ity, their political train in g ran on
parallel lin es w ith thatof theirH in du coun terparts,they w ere certain tobe sum berg ed
in the risin g tide of the n ew n ation alism .H e w ould n otadm itthe correctn ess of m y
forecast,butIbeliev e the birth of the N ation al Con g ressopen edhiseyes."291

S yedA m eerA liw as calledtothe B aron the 27th of Jan uary,1873,an dshortly afterhe
sailed by steam er from Gen oa for B om bay.O n his w ay from L on don to Gen oa,he
stoppedin P aris an dm etthatg reatFren ch orien talist,M .Garcin de Tassy,w hospok e
to him in perfectan d chaste Urdu,an d recited n um erous couplets by heartof S auda
an dA tesh."M .de Tassy w ason e of the m ostcharm in g person s."292

Return in g toIn dia,he g othim self en rolledasan adv ocate in the Calcutta H ig h Courtin

February 1873,there bein g on ly three other In dian barristers practicin g atthatH ig h
Court.H is success atthe B arw as in stan tan eous,an dhe soon hada flourishin g practice,
his reputation as an authority on M oham adan L aw bein g un riv alled."M y firsttw o
cases,in w hich im portan tquestion s of M uslim L aw w ere in v olv ed,established m e as
an expertin thatbran ch of the law ."293 H e w as appoin ted a lecturer in M uslim L aw in
Calcutta Un iv ersity,an din 1877 he w as appoin tedtoofficiate as P residen cy M ag istrate
of Calcutta.Con dition s in Calcutta bordered on law lessn ess,an d itw as due to strict
m ethods adopted an d heav y pun ishm en ts im posed by S yed A m eer A li that,"In a few

w eek s peaceable citizen s w ere able to g o abouttheir busin ess w ithoutm olestation or
threatof black m ail."294 Itw as en tirely due tohis efforts thata reform atory for juv en ile
offen ders w as open ed atA lipore."For 25 years Ilaboured tom ak e the Reform atory a
ben eficen tin stitution ,an dIon ly sev ered m y con n ection w ith the Reform atory w hen I
retiredfrom the H ig h CourtB en ch tog otoEn g lan din 1904."295

S yedA m eerA lihadm ade a m ark forhim self,both asa con scien tiousM ag istrate an das

a public spirited citizen . H e w as, therefore, n om in ated as a m em ber of the B en g al
L eg islativ e Coun cil,in w hich capacity he serv edfrom 1878 to1879,an dag ain from 1881
to1883.H issplen didw ork in the B en g al A ssem bly w asg reatly appreciated,an din 1883
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he w as n om in ateda m em berof the N ation al L eg islativ e Coun cil,there bein g on ly tw o
otherIn dian s,both H in dus,w how ere m em bers of the Im perial Coun cil.A s a m em ber
of the Im perial Coun cil,he threw his w eig hton the side of prog ressiv e leg islation ,an d
in thiscon n ection hisoutspok en adv ocacy forthe acceptan ce of the B en g al Ten an cy A ct,

1885,n eedstobe specially m en tion ed.

In 1875,the Calcutta H in dus hadfoun dedthe In dian A ssociation an dthe In dia L eag ue,
w hich w ere in factH in du political org an ization s.S yedA m eerA liw asthe firsttoclearly
v isualize thatthe M uslim s should alsoorg an ize them selv es politically if they w ere to
hav e an hon ored place in In dian publiclife.W ith his characteristiczeal an d dev otion ,
he started a m ov e to form the Cen tral N ation al M oham adan A ssociation ,w hich w as
establishedin 1877,w ith S yedA m eerA lias its foun derS ecretary.Itsoon cam e tohav e

53 bran ches spread all ov er In dia, an d this g av e a trem en dous fillip to political
aw ak en in g am on g the M uslim sof In dia.H e con tin uedtoserv e thisA ssociation forov er
25 years,durin g w hich tim e he ren dered in v aluable serv ices to the cause of M uslim
political adv an cem en t in In dia. "S yed A m eer A li w as the pion eer of political
m ov em en ts by M uslim s in In dia an d established the firstpolitical org an ization of the
M uslim s."296 In on e of his m em oran da toL ordM orley,the S ecretary of S tate forIn dia,
he w rote in 1909,"The M usalm an population n um berin g fifty-three m illion ,can hardly

be dealtw ith as a m in ority.Thoug h liv in g in term ixed w ith n on -M uslim s,they form a
distin ctn ation ality,div idedby tradition sof race,relig ion ,an dideals.""ForS yedA m eer
A lian dm yself,1907 w asa periodof w hatIcan bestdescribe asg uerilla w arfare,w hose
aim w as tok eepM orley up tothe m ark .W e w on in the en d,butitw as hardg oin g ."297

H e can truly be saidtohav e playeda v ery im portan trole in org an isin g M uslim s in the
in itial stag es of their political strug g le."A m eer A li w as the firstM uslim torealise the
n ecessity of a political org an ization .H e establishedatCalcutta in 1877 the firstpolitical
body of the M uslim com m un ity of the subcon tin en t."298 S ubm ittin g a m em oran dum on

behalf of the Cen tral N ation al M oham m adan A ssociation in 1892 tothe V iceroy,S yed
A m eer A li dem an ded special con sideration for the education al adv an cem en tof the
M uslim s of In dia,asalsotog iv e them adequate represen tation in Gov ern m en tserv ices.
L ord D ufferin issued a com prehen siv e resolution acceptin g those dem an ds,an d S yed
A m eer A li can , therefore, be con sidered to hav e ren dered yeom an serv ices to the
M uslim s of In dia in those difficultdays."The idea of a separate n ation hoodof M uslim s
w as born in B en g al prim arily un der the leadership of A m eer A li.H is role in securin g

separate electorateshasbeen recog n izedin the reportof the S im on Com m ission ."299

S yed A m eer A li had an established an d lucrativ e practice an d he receiv ed m an y cases
thatw ere bein g decided in courts other than the Calcutta H ig h Court.In 1884,he w as
en g ag ed to defen d the accused in an im portan tcase before the S ession s Judg e in
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Karachi.D urin g his v isittoKarachi,he m etthatg reateducation alistof S in dh M uslim s,
H asan aliEffen di,an dthe tw odiscussedatg reatlen g th the education al problem s of the
M uslim s of S in dh.In the course of a public speech thathe m ade in a g atherin g of
M uslim sin Karachi,he exhortedthem toshak e off theirletharg y,toreadthe w ritin g on

the w all,an dtog iv e theirchildren a liberal education in E n g lish.

In 1885, the In dian N ation al Con g ress w as foun ded, an d the Cen tral N ation al
M oham m adan A ssociation w as on e of its spon sors.B uton e year later,seein g thatthe
Con g ress w as bein g larg ely dom in atedby H in du in terests,S yedA m eerA lidissociated
the N ation al M oham m adan A ssociation from the Con g ress, an d laid stress on the
separate political org an ization of the M uslim s of In dia.In 1889,he presided ov er the
an n ual session of the A ll-In dia M oham m adan Education al Con feren ce,an ddurin g the

course of his presiden tial address he adv ised thatM adressahs in B en g al should be
org an ized on the m odel of the M .A .O .Colleg e,A lig arh.In 1890,he w as appoin ted a
judg e of the Calcutta H ig h Court,thus bein g the secon dM uslim in the subcon tin en tto
be raisedtothe B en ch.H e retiredfrom this office in 1904,an ddecidedtosettle dow n in
E n g lan d perm an en tly.P erhaps,the factthathe had an E n g lish w ife,an d thathis tw o
son sw ere studyin g in E n g lan dhada lottodow ith thisdecision .

The L on don B ran ch of the A ll-In dia M uslim L eag ue w as establishedin M ay 1908,an d
H is H ig hn ess the A g a Khan appoin tedS yed A m eerA li as its firstP residen t."The first
task tow hich Isetm yself w astolaun ch the L on don M uslim L eag ue ...The objectof our
org an ization ,inter alia,w as ...to prom ote con cord an d harm on y am on g the differen t

n ation alities of In dia."300 O n 27th Jan uary,1909,S yed A m eer A li led a deputation on
behalf of the L on don B ran ch of the M uslim L eag ue toL ord M orley,S ecretary of S tate
for In dia, dem an din g separate electorates for the M uslim s of In dia in L eg islativ e
A ssem blies an din L ocal B odies."The fulfillm en tof the M uslim s'dem an d for separate

electorates w as larg ely due to activ ities un dertak en un der the en thusiastic zeal of
A m eer A li."301 W ith his characteristic spiritof decision , S yed A m eer A li m ade the
L on don B ran ch of the M uslim L eag ue a dyn am ic an d liv e political org an ization .H e
issued in its n am e a n um ber of pam phlets an d letters to the press, explain in g the
M uslim poin tof v iew on m an y problem s.H e alsoorg an izedin L on don the B ritish Red
Crescen tS ociety durin g the B alk an W ars an dthe W arbetw een Turk ey an dItaly,as the
B ritish Red Cross S ociety w as apathetic tow ards the M uslim sufferers an d v ictim s of

w ar.The relief w ork w as startedby the B ritish RedCrescen tS ociety in February,1912,
an d itdid som e excellen tw ork ,w hich cam e in for a g ood deal of praise from n on -
partisan E n g lish observ ers as w ell.The B ritish M in isteratS ofia hadcabledS yedA m eer
A lithatthe n eedforrelief w ork w as g reatan da m ission w ouldbe w elcom ed."The call
couldn otbe refused,particularly as a han dsom e special don ation tow ards respon din g
toitw as m ade by H is H ig hn ess the A g a Khan ."302 D r.H aig h w as sen tas head of the

300
Memoirs, Syed Ameer Ali.

301
History of the Freedom Movement, Dr. R. C. Majumdar.

302
Memoirs and Writings of Syed Ameer Ali, Syed Razi Wasti, p. 114.



Our Freedom Fighters (1562-1947) Twenty One Great Lives; Copyright © www.sanipanhwar.com 123

M ission an d a n um ber of liv es w ere sav ed."Iam g iv in g bread daily to n early 45,000
people, on w hich the M ufti an d other Turk ish g en tlem en assure m e the city is
practically depen den t."303

B eliev in g thatitw as discreditable tothe W orld of Islam thatthere w as n om osque in
L on don ,S yedA m eerA li "laun chedin N ov em ber1910 the projectIhadcherishedof a
m osque in L on don ...Com parativ ely a sm all proportion on ly of the larg e sum n eeded
for a m osque in L on don w as subscribed,an d this fun d is deposited in the B an k of
E n g lan dun derthe Trusteeship of L ordA m pthill,an dH .H .The A g a Khan ,associated
w ith m e."304

In 1909 S yedA m eerA liw asappoin teda m em berof the Judicial Com m ittee of the P riv y

Coun cil, thus becom in g the first In dian to hold that hig h office. H is profoun d
k n ow ledg e of In dian L aw in g en eral,an dM uslim L aw in particular,w as of in v aluable
help.

A lon g w ith his w ork in the field of education al adv an cem en tan d political aw ak en in g
am on g the M uslim s of In dia,S yedA m eerA li con tin uedtoserv e the cause of Islam by
producin g a n um ber of book s on Islam .H is m ostn otable con tribution s in this field
w ere The Spirit of Islam,firstpublished in 1891 in L on don ,an d A Short History of the
Saracens,firstpublished in 1899,alsofrom L on don .B oth these book s occupy a un ique

position in the literature producedin E n g lan datthis period,an dhis fam e rests solidly
as an authorof g reatrepute an das a scholarof profoun dlearn in g on these tw obook s.
They hav e been publishedev ersin ce theirfirstappearan ce,in m an y edition s,an dhav e
been tran slatedin toa n um berof lan g uag es.H is otherw ork s in clude,Islam ,W om en in
Islam , M oham m adan L aw , The Rig hts of P ersia, The P erson al L aw of the
M oham m adan s,A Com m en tary on the B en g al A ct,The L eg al P osition of W om en in

Islam .H e often con tributed letters an d articles to the O bserv er,The Tim es,an d the
N in eteen th Cen tury Rev iew ,focusin g the atten tion of the B ritish publicon the problem s
facin g the M uslim s of the w orld in g en eral an d of In dia in particular.H e w rote his
M em oirs in 1928, an d they appeared in series in 1931-32 in the Islam ic Culture,
publishedfrom H yderabad,D eccan .

W hen the FirstW orld W ar brok e out,S yed A m eer A li did all he could to org an ize

m edical relief forthe Turk s,an dtoadv ocate the cause of the w orldof Islam ata tim e,
w hen itw as feared thatthe in terests of the M uslim coun tries w ould be sacrificed in
ordertosatisfy som e foreig n pow ersan dtocreate n ew spheresof in fluen ce forW estern
P ow ers in the M iddle East."In Jun e 1919 the In dian M uslim s in E n g lan d,un der the
leadershipof A m eerA li,the A g a Khan ,an dS irA bbas A liB aig addresseda m em orial to
the P rim e M in ister of En g lan d requestin g that Turk ey proper, Thrace an d
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Con stan tin ople be leftin tactan dun in terferedw ith un derthe sov ereig n ty of the S ultan .
The A g a Khan an d A m eer A li addressed a letter to The Tim es adv ocatin g the sam e
policy."305 This w as a difficultperiodforthe M uslim s of the w orld,an dtheiren erg etic
adv ocacy by S yed A m eer A li w as a g reatsource of stren g th tothem ."M y frien d S yed

A m eer A li an d Ibeg an an en erg etic cam paig n toputthe real issues,sofar as Turk ey
w as con cern ed, before the B ritish, an d in deed w orld public opin ion . I had priv ate
in terv iew s w ith n um erous in fluen tial statesm en ,tog ether w e w rote lon g letters toThe
Tim es;on ev ery possible public an d priv ate occasion w e m ade our v iew s k n ow n ."306

The B ritish Red Cross S ociety receiv ed fran tic appeals for relief to the M oroccan W ar
sufferers.The A g a Khan an dS yedA m eerA li in a join tlettertoThe Tim es w rote,"W e
reg ret,how ev er,thatthe fun ds of the S ociety are n otadequate for the purpose.The
Com m ittee,therefore,v en ture to appeal to the g en erosity of the public,w hich,in the

relief of hum an sufferin g an d distress,m ak es n odiscrim in ation of race or relig ion ,for
help tosen d outa properly equipped m ission .W e feel con fiden tthatboth the Fren ch
an dS pan ish authoritiesw ill affordev ery facility tosuch a m ission of m ercy."307

In 1923,the A g a Khan an dS yedA m eerA liw rote a join tlettertoIsm atP asha of Turk ey,
in v itin g the atten tion of the Gran dN ation al A ssem bly,"Thatthe relig ious leadershipof
the S un n i w orld shouldbe con tin ued in tactin accordan ce w ith the S hariat."The letter

w as publishedin the n ew spapers of Con stan tin ople,an ditin v itedthe full w rath of the
Turk s w ho w ere ag ain stthe con tin uation of the Kaliphate,the editors of the papers
bein g sen ten ced for publishin g treason able m atter.The P ublic P rosecutor accused the
A g a Khan an d S yed A m eer A li as 'the real crim in als'.Thereupon ,the A g a Khan an d
S yedA m eerA liw rote a lettertoThe Times in w hich they said,"W e recog n ize the sig n al

serv ice w hich Kam al P asha ren dered to the coun try,butthe un certain ty surroun din g
the position of the Caliph bein g lik ely tocause disin teg ration of Islam ,w e thoug htw e
m ig htbrin g thism attertothe n otice of the Turk ish A ssem bly an durg e thatthe Caliph's

dig n ity m ig htbe placed on an assured position in order to m ain tain his prestig e an d
com m an dthe con fiden ce an desteem of the S un n iw orld."308 The M uslim s of the w orld
had in deed a tireless cham pion in the person of S yed A m eer A li. "H is zeal an d
earn estn ess in the serv ice of Islam had putM uslim s all ov er the w orld un der deep
oblig ation tohim ."309

H e w as leadin g a retired life in a secluded corn er of B erk shire in E n g lan d,buthis

restless spiritfor serv ice alw ays drov e him in to w orthy public causes, w hich w ere
ben eficial to the M uslim s of In dia an d of the w orld.H e w as a lov in g husban d an d a
dev otedfather,spen din g the tw ilig htof his oldag e in the com pan y of his w ife an dtw o
son s,toall of w hom he w as sodeeply attached.H e w as alm osteig hty,an dhe hadn ow
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m ade his house in P olin g fordM an orin S ussex."H is aristocraticface setoff by his thick
iron g rey hairan dhis w hite m oustache m ade him a fig ure of utm ostdig n ity."H e k n ew
his en d w as n ear,buthe k eptup a k een in terestin his literary activ ities.H e w as n ow
toooldan dsick toleadan activ e publiclife,an dpreferredtospen dm ostof his tim e in

his ow n house in S ussex.H e died on the 3rd of A ug ust,1928,an d am on g those w ho
atten ded his fun eral w ere M aulan a M oham m ad A li, S ir Ziauddin A hm ed, an d S ir
A bbas A liB aig .
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MAULANA OBAIDULLAH SINDHI

(1872—1944)

The S ik hs w ere quite a pow erin the P un jab atthe beg in n in g of the n in eteen th cen tury,
an d m an y S ik h fam ilies w ere profitably em ployed in the adm in istrativ e m achin ery as
officers thatran the Gov ern m en tof the P un jab.Gulab Rai w as on e such S ik h officer,
an dhe an dhisfam ily liv eda life of com fortan dcon ten tm en t.Itw as g oodtohav e a job
w ith a g oodsalary,an dw hich alsog av e on e a certain am oun tof pow eran dauthority.
Gulab Rai,in order to en sure the fin an cial security of his fam ily,secured a g ood an d
lucrativ e postfor his son ,JaspatRai.W ith the declin e of the S ik h pow er,those that

depen dedon Gov ern m en tserv ice hadtoseek em ploym en telsew here,an dRam S in g h,
the son of JaspatRai,cam e tosettle in S ialk ot,w here he sethim self up as a g oldsm ith,
w hile his other relativ es either foun d som e petty Gov ern m en tjobs or started busin ess
on a m odestscale.The busin ess of Ram S in g prospered,an dhe m arrieda g irl from the
S ik h com m un ity of S ialk ot.Theirfirstchildw as a g irl,w hom they n am ed Jiw an i,an d
on 10th M arch,1872,w asborn in Chian w aliv illag e in S ialk otdistricttheirsecon dchild,
a son ,w how aslateron tobecom e fam ousasM aulan a O baidullah S in dhi.

Ram S in g died four m on ths after the birth of his son ,an d thereafter his w ife an d tw o
children w en tto liv e w ith JaspatRai.They had hardly liv ed there for abouttw en ty
m on ths,w hen JaspatRaialsodied.The youn g m other,w ith hertw ochildren ,decidedit
w ouldbe besttog oan dseek shelterun derthe roof of herow n father,w how as happy
toreceiv e his daug hteran dhis tw og ran dchildren .A ftersom e tim e,w hen the oldm an
died,the youn g m other thoug htof her tw obrothers,w how ere P atw aris in Jam pur in
D istrictD era Ghazi Khan .They on ly too w illin g to accom m odate their sister an d her

tw o children .A tthe ag e of six,the youn g orphan ed boy en tered an Urdu S chool at
Jam pur,an din 1887 he en teredthe M iddle S chool in the thirdstan dard.The youn g lad
hadprov edtobe an exception ally brillian tstuden tan dw asatthe topin hisclass.W hile
in the m iddle school,an A rya S am aji boy g av e him a book ,Tuhfat-ul-Hind,w hich he

read av idly an d w as g reatly in fluen ced by it. W hile in the third stan dard, the boy
dev elopeda lik in g forIslam an dbeg an toreadw hatev erbook on Islam he couldlay his
han ds on .S udden ly he decidedhe w ouldbecom e a M uslim con v ert.Kn ow in g thatthis
w ouldan n oy his m other,his sisteran dhis un cles,he ran aw ay from hom e an dsettled

in an otherv illag e in S ialk otD istrict.H ere som e of hisschool frien dsg av e him a copy of
the book , Taqwiat-ul-lman by M aulan a Ism ail S hahid, w hich prov ed to be an other

m ileston e in his con v ersion toIslam ."O n readin g this,Iw as con v in cedof the Truth of
God's Un ity, as taug ht by Islam ."310 H e show ed un m istak able sig n s of bein g a
rev olution ary atthatyoun g ag e,a m in d thatdared tochalk outits ow n course on its
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v oyag e throug h life,ev en thoug h itbe atthe risk of offen din g his ow n fam ily."N ow I
beg an tooffer N am az reg ularly,an d Itook the n am e of O baidullah after the n am e of
the authorof Touhfat-ul-Hind".311 H e n ow declaredpublicly thathe hadem bracedIslam .

H e laterw rote thathe hadatfirstlearn tIslam from a H in du scholar,w hocalledhim self

P an ditM aulv i."O n 15th A ug ust,1887,in v ok in g the helpof God,Ibecam e a M uslim .A
frien d of m in e,A bdul Q adir,w as w ith m e. A lon g w ith m e an other studen tof the
A rabic M adresah, w e reached Kotla Rahem S hah in D istrictM uzafar S hah.O n 9th
Zilhajj 1304 A .H .Iw ascircum cised.A ftera few days,asm y relativ esw ere an n oyed,w e
leftforS in dh,an don the w ay Ilearn tA rabicfrom thisstuden t".312

The M aulan a con tin ues in his autobiog raphical rem in iscen ces thatitw as his g oodluck
thatin S in dh he becam e a pupil of H azratH afiz M oham edS idiqof B archun di S heriff,

w hosaidin a g atherin g of hisfollow ers,"O baidullah haslefthisfam ily an dhisrelativ es
for the sak e of Islam .From n ow on I am his father an d his m other".The M aulan a
becam e so dev oted to H azratB archun di S aheb that"I m ade S in dh m y hom e, or it
becam e m y hom e.I took lesson s un der H azratS aheb in the Q adri Rashdi tariqa".In
order to prosecute his Islam ic studies further,he took leav e of H azratS aheb."Itw as
because of his blessin g s thatIbecam e ultim ately a pupil of S haik hul H in d."H e beg an
studyin g A rabicin a m osque situatedin the rural area of B ahaw alpur.A tthe ag e of 17,

he en rolled him self as a studen tin D arul Uloom ,D eoban d,an d there m ade a deep
study of the Q uran ,H adith,P hilosophy an d L og ic."W hile atD eoban d,I saw in m y
dream a v ision of the H oly P rophetan dalsoof Im am A bu H an ifa".313 A tD eoban d,the
M aulan a also studied un der S haik hul H in d an d w as profoun dly im pressed by his
person ality, an d that in fluen ce on his outlook persisted throug hout his life. H e
com pleted his course atD eoban d,securin g a hig h place in the exam in ation ,an d w ith
the perm ission of S haik h-ul-H in d, he left D eoban d for Gan g oha to study un der
M aulan a Rashid A hm ad.B uthis stay atGan g oha w as short-liv ed,as he fell sick an d

w as com pelledtog otoD elhifortreatm en t.H e hadbarely recov eredfrom his sick n ess,
w hen he w as stun n ed to hear of the death of B archun di S heriff. H e hasten ed to
B archun di in S uk k ur D istrict,reachin g thatplace on the 20th of Jam adi-ul-S an i,1308
A .H .

W hile atS uk k ur,the M aulan a m arriedthe daug hterof M asterM ahom edA zim Khan ,a
teacher in the Islam ia S chool in thatcity.The M aulan a had sen tan in v itation to his

m other,requestin g her to com e to S uk k ur for the w eddin g .The m other,ag g riev ed at
lon g separation from herbelov edson ,ag reedan dparticipatedin the happy celebration ,
an d beg an to stay thereafter w ith her son ,O baidullah.Ev en after his m arriag e,the
M aulan a con tin ued to look upon him self as a studen t,v isitin g m ostof the fam ous
publican dpriv ate libraries all ov erS in dh in search of k n ow ledg e.Readin g exten siv ely,
the M aulan a w as on the w ay to him self becom in g a g reatalim.The w ritin g s of S hah
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W aliullah particularly im pressed him ,w hom he accepted from n ow on as his Im am ,
an d the M aulan a w rites,"A n d Ibecam e capable of un derstan din g the true philosophy
of Islam ".314 H ishabitof exten siv e readin g ledhim tostudy the philosophy an dpolitical
theories of M aulan a Ism ail S hahid.Rev olution ary by n ature,the life an d teachin g s of

M aulan a Ism ail S hahidfascin atedhim ,"Itook a particularchapterfrom the w ritin g s of
M aulan a Ism ail S haheed,w hich w as both Islam ican dRev olution ary.A n dIm ade itthe
basisof m y political life an dprog ram m e".315

H e return edtoD eoban din 1315 A .H .,an dstartedw ritin g articleson H adith an dFiqah,
w hich w ere g reatly appreciatedby the ulem a teachin g theolog y atD eoban d.B uthe did
n otstay lon g atD eoban d,as he feltw ithin him a stron g urg e toreturn toS in dh,w hich
he believ edw as his real place of w ork an dserv ice.H e cam e back toA m rot,an dstarted

collectin g rare book s an dm an uscripts in S in dhian dA rabic,hopin g tostarta school of
his ow n ,w here he w ould org an ise a course of studies an d disciplin e accordin g tohis
ow n ideals.O ften such dream s of idealists hav e floun dered on the rock s for lack of
fin an cial resources, an d so w as itin the case w ith M aulan a O baidullah's dream of
foun din g a school afterhis heart's desire.B utby 1319 A .H .,H azratM aulan a Rasdullah
S aheb hadbuilta M adresah atA m rot,an dM aulan a O baidullah S in dhitaug htthere for
aboutsev en years,atthe en dof w hich periodhe receiv eda sum m on s from S haik h-ul-

H in d M ahm ood H asan D eoban di to return to D eoban d. The M aulan a obedien tly
respon ded,an dw asask edtoteach in Jam iat-ul-busaratD eoban d.A lon g w ith M aulan a
M ahom ed S adiq S in dhi,he taug htthere for four years,an d his reputation w as v ery
hig h am on g the studen ts thatlearn tun der him . In 1331 A .H ., un der the orders of
S haik h-ul H in d,the M aulan a w as tran sferred to D elhi,as the form er desired thatthe
M aulan a shouldalsocom e in tocon tactw ith youn g M uslim in tellectuals in D elhi,w ho
w ere in the forefron tof the strug g le for M uslim em an cipation in In dia.In D elhi,he
m ade frien ds w ith such political stalw arts as M aulan a M ahom ed A li,M aulan a A bul

Kalam A zad, D r. A n sari, an d N aw ab W aqar-ul-M ulk . "This w ay, I cam e in to close
con tactw ith topM uslim political leadersof In dia".316

The M aulan a started relig ious classes in the Fatehpuri m osque in D elhi,w here youn g
M uslim s en rolledin larg e n um bers.H e alsow en ton dissem in atin g his political v iew s
am on g them .The police,com in g tok n ow of this,k eptthe M aulan a un derstrictw atch.
O n a trum pedupcharg e,the M aulan a w asarrestedan dhisschool w asclosed.

Forov erthirty years M aluan a O baidullah S in dhihadspen this days atfirstin learn in g
an d then in teachin g v arious aspects of Islam ictheolog y,an d his n ig hts in m editatin g
an d plan n in g for the political reg en eration of the M uslim s of In dia. H e foun d his
coun try an dhis co-relig ion ists in a state of un restan din political ferm en t,an dhe read
in the papers of con dition s borderin g on political bon dag e in so m an y M uslim
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coun tries,W estern colon ialism bein g atthattim e atthe zen ith of its pow er.The echoes
of his rev olution ary ideas had reached the ears of a w atchful in tellig en ce force that
safeg uards the in terests of an alien im perialism ,an d he w as already a m ark ed m an in
the eyesof the police.H e w asprofoun dly distressedatthe state of affairsin the political

life of In dia,an din fluen cedby such g reatrev olution ary thin k ersasS hah W aliullah an d
M aulan a M oham ed Ism ail S haheed,his m in d w as beg in n in g todream of a tim e w hen
the hated foreig n er w ould leav e his coun try for g ood,sothathis coun trym en m ay be
en abled to becom e an in depen den tan d sov ereig n n ation .Justw hen he w as tryin g to
chalk outa political path for him self, he receiv ed orders from S haik h-ul-H in d to
proceed to Kabul."Ireceiv ed n oin struction s as to w hatw as to be m y prog ram m e of
w ork in Kabul.I w as,therefore,n oten thusiastic aboutthis order to seek v olun tary
exile.God,how ev er,m ade itpossible for m y w ay tobe cleared of all obstacles,an d I

w as able toleav e In dia an dreach A fg han istan .Ididn otin form m y political frien ds in
D elhiof m y hasty con tem platedv isittoKabul".317

From this itis clearthatthe M aulan a w as apprehen siv e thatif his in ten tion cam e tobe
k n ow n tothe police,he w ouldbe prev en tedfrom g oin g toA fg han istan .

S haik h-ul-H in d seem s to hav e sen t secret in form ation of the im pen din g v isit of

M aulan a O baidullah in adv an ce, w ith the result that he w as w ell receiv ed in
A fg han istan ."W ith the cooperation of the Gov ern m en tof Kabul,Iw as able topursue
m y w ork thatIhadlefthalf don e in In dia ...In 1916 Iw as orderedby A m irH abibullah
to carry on m y political w ork in cooperation w ith the H in dus ...I,therefore,en rolled
m yself as a m em ber of the A ll-In dia N ation al Con g ress, an d becam e on e of its
propag an dists ...In 1922,durin g the reig n of A m irA m an ullah Khan ,Isetup a bran ch
of the Con g ressin Kabul,an dw ith the helpof D r.A n sarithisbran ch w asaffiliatedw ith
the H eadO ffice of the A ll-In dia N ation al Con g ress,this decision hav in g been tak en at

itsGaya session .Thisw as the firstbran ch of the Con g ress outside the boun dariesof the
B ritish Em pire,an dIam proudtosay thatIw asitsfirstP residen t".318 A bouta yearafter
settin g up a Con g ress Com m ittee in Kabul,he leftfor M oscow ,w here he stayed for
sev en m on ths.The Gov ern m en tof Russia,k n ow in g of the an ti-im perialistattitude of
the M aulan a,g av e him a fittin g w elcom e an d prov ided him w ith all facilities tostudy
socialism ."Itis n ottrue thatIm etCom rade L en in atthis tim e.H e w as sosick thathe
w ould n otm eetev en his closestassociates ...A lthoug h I w as un der the in fluen ce of

socialism ,itw as because of m y belief in the teachin g s of S hah W aliullah thatIw as able
tok eepm y ow n political beliefsfree from otherism s".319 D urin g his stay in M oscow ,he
becam e acquain ted w ith the Turk ish A m bassador to Russia an d throug h his g ood
offices,the M aulan a receiv edperm ission tov isitTurk ey,an dsecretarran g em en ts w ere
m ade by the Turk ish Gov ern m en tforhis journ ey."The B ritish in tellig en ce ag en ts could
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n otg etan y prior in form ation aboutm y im pen din g v isitto Turk ey".320 From this itis
clear thatthe M aulan a,already con sidered a dan g erous m an by the B ritish,w as bein g
shadow ed by their ag en ts.A w ay from hom e,an d hav in g in curred the displeasure of
the pow erful B ritish Gov ern m en t,the M aulan a,un daun ted,carried on his crusade for

the in depen den ce of In dia.In deed,he liv ed dan g erously throug houthis life,an d he
w as quite athom e w ith the dan g erthatsurroun dedhim .The M aulan a stayedforthree
years in Turk ey, form ulatin g plan s for the freedom of In dia, an d en courag in g the
M uslim s of other coun tries to face boldly W estern im perialism ,w hich w as playin g
hav ocw ith the sov ereig n ty of M uslim n ation s.

The w orldof Islam w asin a state of ferm en t,especially due tothe clan destin e w ork of a
selectban d of rev olution aries thatsecretly spread the g ospel of in depen den ce from

W estern colon ialism .A s an in directcon sequen ce of this,there w as tobe held in 1344
A .H . a W orld M uslim Con g ress in M ecca, w here represen tativ es of m ostM uslim
coun tries w ere to g ather.The M aulan a thoug htitw as a g ood opportun ity for him to
profitby the experien ce of otherM uslim leaders an dtoshare his experien ce w ith them ,
an dsohe decidedtoleav e Turk ey forM ecca v ia Italy.B utn ow he w as bein g carefully
w atchedby the B ritish in tellig en ce,an ditsag en tsputall sortsof official obstaclesin the
w ay of M aulan a O baidullah reachin g M ecca in tim e.Their m achin ation s succeeded,

an ddelay dog g edhim atev ery step,as a resultof w hich the M aulan a reachedM ecca in
1345 A .H .,w hen the Con g ress had already m etan d dispersed.B utthe M aulan a m et
an ddiscussedw ith such of the M uslim leaders w hohadprolon g edtheirstay in M ecca
an d w ere still there,en ablin g him thus tow iden his con tacts w ith the w orld of Islam .
H e utilizedhis stay in M ecca by v isitin g the priv ate libraries of som e of his frien ds,an d
en larg in g the scope of his k n ow ledg e by system aticstudies.M ecca is the cen tre w here
M uslim s g ather from all parts of the w orld, an d this w as in strum en tal in helpin g
M aulan a O baidullah S in dhi to m eet m an y M uslim leaders an d learn from them

firsthan dof the political con dition sof the M uslim sin theircoun tries.

The Gov ern m en tof In dia A ct,1935,had been published,an d itw as expected thatfor
the firsttim e popular m in istries w ouldrule the prov in ces an d the cen tre.There w as a
spectacular political aw ak en in g am on g the M uslim s an d the H in dus,an d the B ritish
w ere learn in g their first lesson s of bein g respon siv e, thoug h tardily, to popular
dem an ds.In 1936 the A ll-In dia N ation al Con g ress m ade an open dem an dthatthe ban

on the en try of M aulan a O baidullah S in dhi in toIn dia should be lifted,a dem an d that
w as back ed by all. In the beg in n in g of 1937 prov in cial auton om y had started
fun ction in g , an d the Gov ern m en ts of som e prov in ces recom m en ded to the B ritish
Gov ern m en ttog iv e an In dian passporttothe M aulan a,sothathe couldcom e back to
the coun try of his birth.The B ritish yielded,haltin g ly,an don 1stN ov em ber,1937,the
M aulan a w as in form ed thathe w as n ow free to com e back to In dia.O n 1stJan uary,
1938,he w as g iv en an In dian passport.H e w as already m ak in g plan s for his political
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prog ram m e an dpolitical activ itiesafterhis return toIn dia,althoug h adv an cedin years,
he w as youn g atheart,an d he w as v isualizin g a day w hen In dia w ould be free from
B ritish dom in ation .

H e reachedKarachiin M arch 1939 afteran exile of tw en ty-fouryears,hav in g leftIn dia
w hen he w as 43,an d return in g w hen he w as 67.H e lostn o tim e on his return ,an d
political activ ities on ce ag ain absorbed him . H e started g iv in g lectures, w ritin g
m ag azin e articles an dbook s,the sum an dsubstan ce of w hich w ere,"The B ritish don ot
w an tthatM uslim youn g m en should be taug htthe dyn am ic m essag e of Islam ...The
M uslim s m usthold fastthe rope of God an dreturn tothe H oly P rophetof Islam .Itis
n otthroug h m aterial prosperity alon e thatall ourev ils an dourproblem s w ill com e to
an en d".321 P residin g ov erthe con feren ce of B en g al ulem a heldatCalcutta on 3rdJun e,

1939,the M aulan a said,"Ihadin ten ded n ottoreturn toIn dia,w hile itw as still un der
B ritish occupation ...S in ce m y arriv al in In dia,Ihav e hadn orestan dIam n otin g ood
health If w e un derstan dw ell an dtruly the m essag e of S hah W aliullah,then alon e w ill
the Jamiat-ul-Ulema-e-Hind be able to propag ate rev olution ary ideals lik e Europe has

don e in the recen tpast... I w an tthatthe stan dard of liv in g of your peasan ts an d
w ork ers should n otbe low er than thatof their coun terparts in Europe ...I w an tour
coun try to be reg arded as a sov ereig n in depen den tS tate in the com ity of n ation s".

A ddressin g the open session of the S in dh D istrictCon g ress Com m ittee atTatta on 12th
July,1940,he said,"Ilov e S in dh,w hich isthe coun try of the birth of m y spiritual father.
Ihav e m ade itm y hom e forthe lastfifty years ...You w ill be surprisedtok n ow thata
H in du P an dittaug htm e Islam .W hen Iw rote a lettertoL ala L ajpatRai from Istan bul,
he cam e from the P un jab tom eetm e in Turk ey ...A fter return in g from Europe,Ifin d
thatam on g the M uslim s the D eoban d an d the A lig arh schools are atdag g ers draw n
w ith on e an other.... These differen ces hav e been w iden ed by the In dian N ation al
Con g ress,in stead of dim in ishin g them ." A lthoug h he w as addressin g a g atherin g of

Con g ressm en ,yetitw as clear thatthe M aulan a w as a true M uslim patriot,an d he
w an tedthe political em an cipation an dfreedom of the M uslim s.

The M aulan a had n ottrav elled abroad exten siv ely in v ain , n or had the lesson of
rev olution ary political achiev em en tin Europe been loston him .H is m essag e toIn dian s
w asthatthey shouldcatch upw ith the W est,both in m aterial prosperity an din political
freedom thatthe European s en joyed. H e m ade n o secretof his disag reem en tw ith

Gan dhion m an y issues of fun dam en tal im portan ce."Gan dhijiw ron g ly believ es thathe
can tak e In dia back thousan ds of years.H e forg ets thattheirliv es in In dia sin ce the last
800 years an othern ation ,w ith an otherlan g uag e,a n ew culture,a n ew w ay of thin k in g ,
an d this n ation has as m uch rig htin In dia as the n ation of Gan dhiji has."322 The
M aulan a hadn ow starteda n ew political party,k n ow n asJum n a,N arbada,S in dh S ag ar
P arty,w ith offices atKarachi,L ahore an dD elhi.O n e of the aim s of the P arty w as "M y
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prog ram m e is n otforthe day alon e.Itis a lon g -term prog ram m e ...In dia shouldn otbe
con sidered as on e coun try,but,lik e Europe,itshould be div ided on lin g uistic an d
cultural lin es".H e g av e to the party a v ery elaborate an d prog ressiv e socio-econ om ic
prog ram m e,buthe had lefthis m ostactiv e days far behin d.H e w as alm ostsick an d

bedridden .A n activ e an d dyn am ic life thatis n ecessary tom ak e a political party fin d
firm rootsw asn otpossible forhim atthatperiodof hislife.

O n on e of hisv isitstoKarachi,the M aulan a w asstayin g atthe Royal H otel on M acL eod
Road.M ahom edA m in Khosa,a frien dof m in e,an da m em berof the S in dh L eg islativ e
A ssem bly, often took m e to m eetthe M aulan a in his hotel. I in v ariably foun d the
M aulan a lyin g in bed,w hile w e youn g sters saton chairs n earby.A s Ilook edupon his
w rin k led face,w hich w as often in ag on y due tophysical pain ,Ifeltas if Iw as in the

presen ce of a precious relic of an an cien tag e.H e had a dom in atin g attitude in his
con v ersation w ith others,g iv in g on e the im pression thathe thoug hthe had scaledthe
hig hestpeak s of experien ce an d,therefore,w hathe saidm ustbe believ edan daccepted
as the on e an don ly solution toa g iv en problem .O n ce Ihadthe audacity todifferfrom
an opin ion expressedby the M aulan a on a topical political issue.The M aulan a losthis
patien ce, his an g er w as roused, an d his feeble v oice g athered stren g th an d he
thun dered,"W hatdo you boys k n ow .L isten to people lik e us,w ho hav e g reyed our

hair in the heatof political battles".There w as n o room leftfor an y m ore arg um en ts
thereafter. I foun d thatthe M aulan a had the habitof sudden ly quotin g from S hah
W aliullah."There are tw o cen tral fig ures in the Russian Rev olution ,Karl M arx an d
L en in . For the Rev olution thatI hav e in m in d, I hav e also studied the liv es an d
teachin g s of tw o person alities, Im am W aliullah an d Im am M ahom ed Q asim ...
Rev olution does n ottrium ph in on e day.Itis a con tin uous process ...H azratM aulan a
S haik h-ul-H in dhasexplain edthatJihadisRev olution I hav e foun d a P arty to carry-on
Jihad,a w arof liberation ...A tD eoban dw e taug htstuden ts the m essag e of Jehad."H is

body had been w eak en ed by ag e,buthis m in d w as alert,on ly itsom etim es ram bled
from on e subjecttoan other.H ere w asan In dian rev olution ary w hom Jaw aharlal N ehru
has praised som uch in his autobiog raphy,an In dian rev olution ary w hohad been for
the lon g esttim e in exile.

The M aulan a w as on a tour of S in dh,an d he w as addressin g a con feren ce of S in dh
M uslim studen ts.D urin g the course of this address he said,"A tthis tim e Iw an ttotell

the studen ts tolearn E n g lish an dW estern scien ce an dk n ow ledg e,sothatyou com e to
k n ow of the type of rev olution thatis g oin g on in Europe.You m ustg etready for a
sim ilar rev olution in In dia".In the m idstof his address,he feltw eak an d g iddy.B ut
un daun ted by physical w eak n ess,he m an ag ed to read outhis full address.H e w as
adv isedcom plete rest,w hich adv ice he disdain fully rejected.There w as som uch w ork
todo,an dhow couldhe rest?A ccom pan iedby a frien d,he un dertook an exten siv e tour
of S in dh m eetin g an d lecturin g g atherin g s of studen ts. H is frien d w atched w ith
un disg uisedan xiety the fastdeterioratin g con dition of the M aulan a's health,as he saw

him g row w eak eran dw eak erev ery day.H isfrien dadv isedhim tostophistour,an dto
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return to Karachi for treatm en t.A tfirstthe M aulan a refused,butultim ately he w as
persuaded to com e back to Karachi, so thathis health could be look ed after by
com peten tdoctors.The doctors w ere rather pessim istic abouthis com plete recov ery.
The M aulan a w as often in a state of un con sciousn ess, but w hen he return ed to

con sciousn ess,he w ould fum ble for w ords aboutthe address thathe had prom ised to
g iv e toa g atherin g of studen ts atS hahdadk oton 4th A ug ust,1944,w hen he w as alsoto
perform the open in g cerem on y of a M adressah.H e w ould alsofrequen tly ask for the
train tim in g s from Karachi toS hahdadk ot.Tow ards the en dof July,his health show ed
sig n s of con siderable im prov em en t,an d he w ould situp in bed,for lon g spells.H e
started w ritin g his presiden tial address,w hich he sen tthroug h a studen ttobe readat
the open in g cerem on y of M ahom edQ asim W aliullah Theolog ical S chool atS hahdadk ot
in L ark an a D istrict.In the course of his address,he tracedthe history of the rise an dfall

of the M og hul em pire,an d said thatn o em peror in In dia had m ade an im pacton
in tern ation al affairs durin g his tim e. "A s ag ain stthis, from the days of N apolean ,
Europe m ade itsn ation al culture in toan in tern ation al on e.D elhicam e tobe defeatedby
Europe."

The M aulan a w as tourin g S in dh on ce ag ain ,an d the oppressiv e heatof the sum m er,
coupled w ith the poor state of his health,con fin ed him to bed.The doctors w ere in

atten dan ce. Itw as obv ious ev en the M aulan a realized thathis en d w as n ear. H e
expresseda w ish thathe shouldbe tak en toP irJhan de JoGoth,a place w hich hadm uch
spiritual sig n ifican ce for him .B uthis daug hter an d g ran d-daug hter w ere fran tically
pleadin g thathe shouldg ofortreatm en tan drestatD in purin B ahaw alpurD istrict.The
M aulan a reluctan tly ag reedtocom ply w ith the w ishes of the on ly tw oclose surv iv in g
m em bersof hisfam ily.There he breathedhislaston 22n dA ug ust,1944.
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ALLAMA IQBAL

(1873—1938)

H ardisthe lotof the activ e political reform er,w hose soul rev oltsag ain stthe statusquo.

H e w ouldlik e todem olish itan dbuilda betterorderin itsplace.H arderisthe lotof the
political thin k er,w hov isualizes w ith his in n er eye thatw hatcan be is far superior to
thatw hich is.Iqbal passedhislife 'un derthistw ofoldhan dicap,forhe w asboth a g reat
political philosopher,an d an activ e political leader.B utthe soothin g balm of poetry
cam e to his solace,throug h w hich he poured outhis heart,con v eyin g his m essag e of
w hatshould be to his fellow m en . H e w as fully con v in ced thatthe foreig n rulers
throug h soporific sops had lulled the In dian s in to com placen cy. H e, therefore,
bem oan edin on e of hiscouplets:—

W hen a subjectn ation isrousedfrom sleep,
The m ag icw an dof authority
M ak esiton ce ag ain quietk eep.

H e con tin uedtoserv e his people throug h the g ossam erv oice of his poetry,throug h the
en chan tin g an ddyn am icpolitical ideolog iesthathe propoun dedin hisphilosophy,an d

throug h his sag acious leadership on the battlefieldof activ e politics.There w ere tim es,
w hen he w as pessim istic,despairin g of the success by his people durin g his lifetim e.
O n ce,w hile in such a m ood,he san g :—

O f Today'searIhav e n on eed;
V oice of the P oetof Tom orrow
Iam in deed.

Itisof the n ature of the n ig htin g ale tocon tin ue tosin g ,w hetherpeople hearherson g or
n ot.Iqbal w asg iftedw ith the capacity of show in g the path tohispeople— from n ation al
slav ery tofreedom ;from bon dag e of the self toits utteran dun lim itedliberation ."Iqbal
m ig htbe sum m edupas,in the broadestsen se,a political poet,on e con cern edw ith m en
as social bein g s...Itw as because he g rappledw ith the g reatquestion s of his w orldthat
he hasa place in the history of tw en tieth-cen tury A sia."323

This g reatpoet,philosopher an d political leader w as born on 22n d February,1873,in
S ialk otin the P un jab.H e w asdescen dedfrom a fam ily of Kashm iriB rahm in s,w hohad
em braced Islam aboutthree hun dred years earlier.Iqbal has referred to his bein g a
descen dan tof a B rahm in fam ily in som e of hisv erses.
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L ook atm e!
In H in dyou w ill n om ore see
A scion of a B rahm in fam ily

W ell v ersedin m ysticlore
O f Rum an dTabriz of yore.

Iqbal's firsteducation w as in the tradition al Muktab.O n e of his teachers atS ialk otw as

the fam ousscholar,S ham sul Ulem a M irH asan ,w ho,recog n izin g the un doubtedtalen ts
of Iqbal, g av e him ev ery possible en courag em en t w hich Iqbal has g ratefully
ack n ow ledg ed in som e of his v erses.A lthoug h still a school studen t,Iqbal beg an to
com pose poem s tothe delig htof M irH asan .A tthis tim e,the g reatpoetD ag h w as the

doyen of Urdu poets, an d youn g Iqbal sen this poem s to the g reatm aster for his
opin ion an d correction .O ften D ag h en courag ed the youn g an d en thusiastic poetby
w ritin g back to say his poem w as so perfectthatitn eeded n o correction . A fter
com pletin g his education atthe M uk tab,Iqbal join ed the S ialk otM ission S chool,from
w here he passed his m atriculation exam in ation .H e proceeded to L ahore for hig her
studies,an d join ed the Gov ern m en tColleg e in thatcity tosecure his B achelor of A rts
D eg ree,w hich he w as able toobtain in 1897.Tw oyears later,he secured his M aster's

D eg ree,an d w as appoin ted in the O rien tal Colleg e,L ahore,as a lecturer in H istory,
P hilosophy an dEn g lish.D urin g hiscolleg e days,Iqbal con tin uedhisboyhoodhobby of
w ritin g poetry,an dhe seem edtohav e caug htthe eye an dearof m an y con n oisseurs as
a youn g poetof g reatprom ise."A bouttw oorthree years priorto1901,Ihadseen Iqbal
participate in a M ushaira in L ahore.H e w as broug htto the M ushaira by som e of his
frien ds,w hoforced him torecite on e of his ghazals.A tthattim e the g en eral public of

L ahore w as n otacquain tedw ith the poetry of Iqbal."324 A n jum an H im ayat-ul-Islam had
been doin g excellen tw ork in the fieldof education al an dsocial serv ice,an dits an n ual

m eetin g s w ere an im portan tdate in the social calen dar of L ahore city.Itis on record
thatw hen the an n ual m eetin g of the A n jum an took place in 1899,Iqbal reciteda poem
Nala-e-Yatim,w hich w as g reatly appreciated for its depth of feelin g an d for its topical

n ature. A fter thatyear,itbecam e a stan din g feature atthe an n ual m eetin g s of the
A n jum an thatIqbal w ouldrecite a poem ,especially com posedforthe occasion .325

D urin g thisperiodof hislife,Iqbal cam e tobe g reatly in fluen cedby S irThom asA rn old,

w how as the firsttoin troduce him "toall thatis bestan d n oblestin W estern thoug ht,
an datthe sam e tim e in itiatedhim in tom odern m ethods of criticism ."326 The im ag ery of
his poetry w as becom in g m ore an dm ore v iv id,an dits thoug ht-con ten tm ore an dm ore
sublim e.H e w rote toa frien d in 1903 thathe w as "yearn in g tow rite in the m an n er of
M ilton (Paradise Lost,etc)...Ihav e been n urturin g thisw ish forthe pastfiv e orsix years,

butthe creativ e pan g s hav e n ev er been so acute as n ow ." H e con tin ued to w ork as
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lecturerin the O rien tal Colleg e,L ahore,from 1899 to1905,an din the latteryear,un der
the adv ice of S ir Thom as A rn old,he proceeded to Europe for hig her studies.H e left
L ahore forB om bay v ia D elhi,w here he w en ttopay his hom ag e atthe tom bs of the tw o
g reatpoets— A m ir Khusroan d Ghalib.D urin g his stay of three years in Europe,Iqbal

m etan d held discussion s w ith leadin g sav an ts of Europe an d read av idly European
literature in E n g lish an dGerm an .These yearshada profoun din fluen ce on histhin k in g ,
"H e con ceiv ed an utter dislik e for the n arrow an d selfish n ation alism w hich w as the
root-cause of m ostpolitical troubles in Europe,an d his adm iration for a life of action
an dstrug g le becam e m ore pron oun ced."327 H av in g obtain eda deg ree atCam bridg e,he
later securedhis doctorate atM un ich,an dfin ally he w as able toqualify as a barrister.
L on don Un iv ersity in v itedhim toteach A rabic,w hich appoin tm en the acceptedforsix
m on ths. H e had w on for him self a w ell earn ed reputation as a profoun d orien tal

philosopher, an d he w as in v ited to deliv er a n um ber of lectures atCaxton H all in
L on don .

W hen Iqbal return edtoL ahore in 1908,m an y offers cam e pourin g in from a n um berof
colleg es, buthe fin ally decided to w ork as part-tim e P rofessor of P hilosophy an d
En g lish literature atthe Gov ern m en tColleg e,bein g g iv en the liberty of con tin uin g his
priv ate practice as a barrister.W hile w ork in g as a professor an d practicin g law ,Iqbal

con tin uedtow rite poetry,an ditw as obv ious thathis deepin n erv ision of the purpose
of M an on thisearth w asun derg oin g a rev olution ary m etam orphosis:

Forthe can dle tothrob alon e isn oteasy;
O f m e isthere n om oth w orthy?

H e foun d that professorship in a Gov ern m en t Colleg e in directly ham pered the
propag ation of hisin div idual thin k in g an din the deliv eran ce of hisow n m essag e tothe

M uslim s,w hich w asin the processof form ulation in hispoeticm in d.S om ew here in 191
I,he is said to hav e told his trusted atten dan t,"A li B ak sh,I hav e a m essag e for m y
people, an d itcan n otbe con v eyed if I rem ain ed in Gov ern m en tserv ice. S o I hav e
resig n edthe serv ice,an dIhope thatIw ill be able tocarry outm y w ish n ow ."328 A fter
resig n in g his professorshipatthe Colleg e,the Gov ern m en tof the P un jab offeredhim a
hig h postin the Education D epartm en tbut,determ in ed n otto be burden ed w ith the
cripplin g restriction s of Gov ern m en tserv ice,he refuseditw ith than k s,his on ly source

of in com e bein g hispractice atthe bar.329

A llam a Iqbal took his firstim portan tstepin the realm of politics w hen ,durin g his stay
in E n g lan d,he becam e an activ e m em ber of the B ritish Com m ittee of the A ll-In dia
M uslim L eag ue,startedby S yedA m eerA li.W hen in 1906,thisCom m ittee w asactiv e in
m ak in g B ritish public opin ion an d political leaders acceptthe prin ciple of separate
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electorates for the M uslim s of In dia,Iqbal w as on e of the staun ch supporters of the
Com m ittee.330 W hen he return ed toL ahore,he foun d thatthe prov in cial bran ch of the
M uslim L eag ue w as already fun ction in g ,w ith M aulv i S hahdin as its P residen tan dS ir
M oham m adS hafi as its S ecretary.Iqbal im m ediately becam e a m em berof the L eag ue,

an dw asalw aysactiv e in itsdeliberation s.331 H isin creasin g in terestin politicsisev iden t
from a letter he w rote on 14th D ecem ber,1911,toA tiya B eg um Faizee,expressin g his
v iew s on the partition of B en g al,m ak in g itquite clearthathis sym pathies an dsupport
w ere forthe M uslim sof B en g al.332

In the m ean tim e Iqbal's reputation as a poetstood v ery hig h,an dpoetry pouredforth
from his pen lik e the w aters of N iag ra Falls.H e w as k n ig hted in the year 1922,an d
accordin g toS irA bdul Q adirthere isan in terestin g story con n ectedw ith it.A n em in en t

En g lishm an w as the g uestof the Gov ern or of the P un jab atthe Gov ern m en tH ouse,
w hohadheardof the reputation of Iqbal as a g reatpoet.The Gov ern orin v itedIqbal to
Gov ern m en tH ouse,w here the g uestm etthe P oetof the East.H e w as so profoun dly
im pressed w ith his deep erudition ,w ith the m aturity of his thoug ht,an d his poetic
excellen ce, thatw hen Iqbal leftGov ern m en tH ouse, the g uestcom plain ed to the
Gov ern oritw as a pity thatsuch an un doubtedly g iftedm an hadn otbeen con ferreda
k n ig hthoodby the B ritish.The Gov ern orprom isedtodothe n eedful an dIqbal becam e

a k n ig htin the n exthon orslist.333

H e receiv ed som e cases outside L ahore in his capacity as a barrister, an d he w as,
therefore,occasion ally trav ellin g in the P un jab an dbeyon d.In v ariably he w ouldtak e a
holiday ev ery year an d v isitKashm ir or som e hill station .B y 1928 his reputation as a
g reatM uslim philosopher w as solidly established, an d he w as in v ited to deliv er
lectures atH yderabad, A lig arh an d M adras. This series of lectures w ere later on
publishedas a book ,"The Reconstruction of Religious Thought in Islam".In 1931 an d1932,

he v isited Europe an d m etm an y W estern scholars an d thin k ers, the m ostn otable
am on g w hom w as H en ri B erg son .H e alsov en ttoS pain ,w ith the specific purpose of
v isitin g those places w hich w ere a rem in der of the g lorious period of M oor history in
S pain .H e alsoatten dedan Islam icCon feren ce atJerusalem .

D urin g the election s of 1927 tothe P un jab L eg islativ e A ssem bly,A llam a Iqbal offered
him self asa can didate an dw asduly electedtothe A ssem bly.Tak in g partin the g en eral

discussion on the B udg eton 5th M arch,1927,Iqbal pleadedform ore prov ision forrural
san itation an dforthe m edical relief of w om en ."Crow n s com e an dg o;the people alon e
are im m ortal."334 S peak in g on a cutm otion un der the dem an d for education on 10th
M arch,1927,Iqbal said,"Can an ybody den y in this H ouse or outside this H ouse that
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m ass education is absolutely essen tial in the in terestof the people ?"In July,1927,there
w ere com m un al riots in the P un jab, an d they form ed the subject m atter of an
adjourn m en tm otion .Iqbal sev erely con dem n edcom m un al riots an dsaid,"S om e of the
m em bers are of the opin ion thatthe g utter press of the P rov in ce is respon sible for the

existin g state of affairs,w hile others are of the opin ion thatthe strug g le for v otes an d
posts is respon sible for it." S peak in g abouta m eetin g of citizen s con v en ed to help
restore am ity betw een H in dus an dM uslim s,w hich he hadatten ded,Iqbal said,"In this
m eetin g Isug g estedthatin ordertoev aluate the spiritof m utual hatreditbehoov es the
com m ittee toappoin ta n um berof such sub-com m ittees,w hose busin ess itshouldbe to
g oaboutdifferen tparts of the city an dim press upon the people the futility of m utual
w arfare ...I supportChaudhry Zafarullah Khan from the bottom of m y heartthata
roun d table con feren ce should be held atthe earliestpossible m om en tin w hich

Gov ern m en tshould also be ask ed to participate." Iqbal w as a g reatcham pion of
adequate represen tation toM uslim sin Gov ern m en tserv ice.S peak in g on a m otion tofill
Gov ern m en tposts by open com petition ,he saidon 19th July,1927,"H ow ev er,Iw ill tell
you thatthe state of this coun try is such thatitis n otpossible for us toin troduce the
prin ciple of com petition pure an d sim ple.The bestm ethod for the coun try is ...the
prin ciple of com petition tem pered by selection an d n om in ation ."In his budg etspeech
on 4th M arch,1929,he on ce ag ain con dem n edthe Gov ern m en tform ak in g in adequate

prov ision for education .''The state of thin g s so far as education is con cern ed is v ery
disappoin tin g .I am g oin g to say,aw ful." H e deplored thatschools of M uslim s,w ho
w ere back w ard in education ,w ere receiv in g on ly 23 per cen tof the g ran ts un der this
head. "This state of affairs can n otbe reg arded as satisfactory ... M on ey spen ton
education m ustbe spen tcarefully an dm ustbe distributedequally,especially in places
w here people are back w ardan dtoopoortopay foreducation ."S peak in g in the g en eral
discussion on the B udg et, on 7th M arch, 1930, Iqbal dw eltatg reatlen g th on the
alarm in g econ om icsituation in the P un jab,an d the disastrous con sequen ces thatw ere

sure to follow ."The prov in ce is already in debt.The problem of un em ploym en tis
becom in g m ore an dm ore acute ev ery day.Trade isata low ebb.You can easily im ag in e
w hatthe fin an cial future of the prov in ce is lik ely tobe ...W e spen dpractically n othin g
on in dustry ... In dustrial dev elopm en t alon e can sav e us from the curse of
un em ploym en t."

W hile A llam a Iqbal w as a m em berof the P un jab L eg islativ e A ssem bly,he w as elected

S ecretary of the A ll-In dia M uslim L eag ue. O n 3rd February, 1928, the S im on
Com m ission lan dedatB om bay,in ordertoascertain the v iew s of political leaders an d
parties as tothe future reform s in the In dian Con stitution .The M uslim L eag ue m etin
order to con sider its attitude to the proposals of the S im on Com m ission . Itw ould
appear there w ere acute differen ces in the m eetin g s of the W ork in g Com m ittee of the
L eag ue betw een A llam a Iqbal an dthe m ajority of the m em bers.The resolution thatthe
W ork in g Com m ittee ultim ately adoptedon the S im on Com m ission w en tcon trary tohis
v iew s.Therefore,Iqbal w rote a letterof resig n ation on 24th Jun e,1928,resig n in g from

the postof secretaryship of the M uslim L eag ue."A s you k n ow Ihav e been sufferin g
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from a slig htin disposition sin ce the m iddle of M ay lastan dhadg on e recen tly toD elhi
fortreatm en t...Ihad un fortun ately fallen ill an d w as for this reason un able to atten d
the discussion of the fin al draft.In ow fin dthatthe extractof the L eag ue m em oran dum
aspublishedin the P ressm ak es n odem an dforfull prov in cial auton om y an dsug g estsa

un itary form of Gov ern m en tin w hich law ,orderan djustice shouldbe placedun derthe
directcharg e of the Gov ern or...This sug g estion ...m ean s n ocon stitution al adv an ce at
all ....S in ce I still stick to m y opin ion ...I oug htn otto in the circum stan ces rem ain
S ecretary of the A ll-In dia M uslim L eag ue.Kin dly acceptm y resig n ation ."

H e couldn otcon scien tiously differfrom the W ork in g Com m ittee on a v ital issue,an d
yetcon tin ue to be its secretary. N on etheless, he con tin ued to rem ain loyal to the
ideolog y an dprin ciples of the A ll-In dia M uslim L eag ue,an din 1930 he w as in v itedto

preside ov erthe open session of the L eag ue atA llahabad.The speech thathe deliv ered
on thatoccasion con stitutes a m ileston e in our strug g le for freedom an d has com e to
assum e a trem en doushistorical im portan ce.In thispresiden tial address,w e g lim pse for
the firsttim e the fin al g oal of the M uslim sof thissubcon tin en t,tow ardsw hich they had
been un con sciously striv in g for a lon g tim e.Iqbal said,"Tobase a con stitution on the
con ception of a hom og en eous In dia,orapply toIn dia the prin ciples dictatedby B ritish
dem ocraticsen tim en tsisun w ittin g ly toprepare herfora civ il w ar...The form ation of a

con solidated N orth-W est M uslim In dian S tate appears to be the fin al destin y of
M uslim s, atleastof N orth-W estIn dia ... I, therefore, dem an d the form ation of a
con solidatedM uslim S tate in the bestin terestsof In dia an dIslam ."The clarion call fora
separate hom elan d for the M uslim s of In dia had been soun ded by Iqbal, an d the
M uslim s of the subcon tin en tbeg an tobestirthem selv es an dtoen thusiastically respon d
tohiscall.

A llam a Iqbal w en ttoEn g lan d in N ov em ber,1931,as a deleg ate tothe S econ d Roun d

Table Con feren ce,in w hich he played an im portan trole,both as an adv ocate of the
rig hts of the M uslim s, as also of In dia's dem an d for an adv an ce in con stitution al
reform s."Ihav e m etin L on don som e In dian s w how ere stayin g there forthe lastthirty
to thirty-fiv e years.Ihav e heard from som e of them ,thatatthattim e som e M uslim s
form ed an Iqbal A ssociation in L on don ,un der w hose auspices a g ran d reception w as
heldin hon orof Iqbal.M an y leadin g literary fig ures of En g lan dan dim portan tIn dian
leaders w ere presen tatthis g atherin g ,an d M r.Jin n ah in his speech on this occasion

paid v ery hig h tributes to D r. Iqbal."335 In 1932, A llam a Iqbal on ce ag ain cam e to
En g lan d as a deleg ate to the Third Roun d Table Con feren ce.A tthis tim e,Q uaid-e-
A zam w asin E n g lan d,an dhadg iv en upactiv e participation in In dian politics.The tw o
often m et,an d A llam a Iqbal,hav in g observ ed dev elopm en ts durin g the discussion s at
the Con feren ce,w as pessim isticaboutthe outcom e of the deliberation s."Itseem s lik ely
thatQ uaid-e-A zam an dD r.Iqbal feltthey w ere in ag reem en tw ith the con clusion that
the Roun dTable Con feren ces w ere n ottoprov e as con duciv e toM uslim in terests as it
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had been orig in ally an ticipated."336 O n his return ,A llam a Iqbal presided ov er the A ll-
In dia M uslim Con feren ce in 1932,an d durin g his presiden tial address he said he w as
opposed to n ation alism as un derstood in E urope, as in itthere w ere the g erm s of
atheistic m aterialism .W hatreally m attered w as m an 's faith,his culture,his historical

tradition s."These are the thin g s,w hich in m y eyes,are w orth liv in g foran ddyin g for,
an d n otthe piece of earth w ith w hich the spiritof m an happen s to be tem porarily
associated."In the absen ce of an ag reedform ula on the m in ority problem ,H isM ajesty's
Gov ern m en tw as toan n oun ce the Com m un al A w ard.Itw as rum ored thatdifferen ces
had arisen am on g the leaders of the M uslim Con feren ce.O n 25th July,1932,A llam a
Iqbal issued a statem en t,"There is n o real splitas far as the presen tM uslim attitude
tow ards the an n oun cem en tof the com m un al decision is con cern ed...S in ce the B ritish
Gov ern m en thad un dertak en to decide the com m un al problem — practically atthe

request of the In dian com m un ities— w e m ust w ait till that decision ." W hen the
Com m un al A w ard w as an n oun ced,A llam a Iqbal issued a statem en ton 24th A ug ust,
1932,"Ihon estly believ e thatn ocom m un ity has a m ore g en uin e g riev an ce ag ain stthe
decision than M uslim s.In deed,Ican n otexplain to m yself how the B ritish con scien ce
hastoleratedthisin justice."

W hen the W hite P aper w as issued by the B ritish Gov ern m en t,A llam a Iqbal in a press

statem en ton 20th M arch,1933,said,"M uslim s w ould be g reatly disappoin ted by the
proposed com position of the Federal L eg islature.Un der the n ew schem e m in isters in
the prov in ces w ill be as little respon sible tothe leg islature an das m uch respon sible to
the Gov ern or as they are n ow .The special respon sibilities of Gov ern ors cov er a v ery
w ide field."

In the m ean tim e the an ti-M uslim policy of the Gov ern m en tof Kashm irhadbroug htin
its w ak e un toldhardships forthe M uslim s of Kashm ir.A llam a Iqbal issueda statem en t

on 7th Jun e,1933,con dem n in g the Gov ern m en tof Kashm irforits an ti-M uslim attitude.
"Iholdn obrief foran y of the political parties in Kashm ir.B utthe arrests of the leaders
of the tw o parties an d subsequen tflog g in g of people an d firin g an d lathi-charg es on
w om en an dchildren are lik ely toplun g e Kashm irin tothe sam e con dition s from w hich
itw as rescued by Col.Colv in 's policy.I hope the Kashm ir Gov ern m en tw ill try to
discov er the psycholog ical back g roun d of the presen tun rests an d adoptan attitude
w hich m ay brin g peace an d g oodw ill." O n 20th Jun e,1933,he resig n ed his office as

presiden tof the A ll-In dia Kashm irCom m ittee.B utev en thereafterhe con tin uedtotak e
a k een in terestin furtherin g the cause of the M uslim sof Kashm ir.

The Q uaid-e-A zam ,realizin g thatthe P un jab w asthe crucial prov in ce in the fig htof the
M uslim s for their ultim ate destin y,v isited L ahore in A pril 1936."W hen M r.Jin n ah
cam e tosee D octorS aheb atthe latter's house ...D octorS aheb w as the P residen tof the
P rov in cial M uslim L eag ue.Therefore,w hen M r.Jin n ah discussedthe subjectof settin g
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up a P arliam en tary B oard to fig ht the election s, D octor S aheb im m ediately an d
w holeheartedly pledg ed his supportto the idea." This m eetin g w as spotlig hted in an
article in The Truth,a m ag azin e editedby Fazle Karim D urran i.In itare described the

differen ttypes of clothes in w hich the tw o g reatleaders w ere attired atthattim e—
Q uaid-e-A zam in a sm artEuropean -cutsuitan d A llam a Iqbal in a sim ple kurta.The
latterin form edthe Q uaid,"If you are seek in g the Talukdars of O udh orthe m illion aires

of B om bay,then you w ill n otfin dthem in m y P un jab.Ion ly prom ise you the supportof
the m asses." Q uaid-e-A zam en thusiastically replied, "I on ly n eed the help of the
people."337 A tthattim e A llam a Iqbal w asthe P residen tof the P un jab P rov in cial M uslim
L eag ue.338

In M ay 1936 the Q uaid-e-A zam w as on a political m ission in the P un jab.O n 8th M ay,

1936,A llam a Iqbal,alon g w ith M alik B ark atA li,Khalifa S hujauddin ,Ghulam Rasool
Khan an dP irTajuddin issueda press statem en tsayin g thatthe press propag an da that
the M uslim s of the P un jab w ere n otw ith Q uaid-e-A zam w as n othin g buta lie;the
m asses w ere w ith him an dw ith the L eag ue."The truth is thatourcom m un ity has such
g reatcon fiden ce in the hon esty an dsag acity of M r.Jin n ah thatw ith on e v oice they hav e
w elcom ed the clarion call soun ded by M r. Jin n ah ... W e assure him thatw e shall
w holeheartedly supporthim ."339 O n the sam e day,a m eetin g of the P un jab P rov in cial

M uslim L eag ue w as con v en ed,w ith A llam a Iqbal in the chair,in w hich he w as on ce
ag ain electedP residen tof the re-org an izedL eag ue.A ftera brief stay in L ahore,Q uaid-
e-A zam proceededtoRaw alpin di,an d then toS rin ag ar,from w here he an n oun ced on
21stM ay,1936,the listof n am es of the Cen tral P arliam en tary B oard.O f course,A llam a
Iqbal's n am e w asfirston the listof represen tativ esfrom the P un jab.

M ian Fazl-e-H usain w as fartoocom m ittedtosupportthe Un ion istP arty,con sistin g of
both H in dus an dM uslim s.The Un ion istP arty w as atthattim e m ore pow erful than the

M uslim L eag ue, butA llam a Iqbal con tin ued to bear on his m assiv e shoulders the
burden of popularizin g the M uslim L eag ue in the P un jab atthatdifficultan d decisiv e
tim e in itshistory.

The m eetin g sof the Cen tral P arliam en tary B oardan dof the Coun cil of the L eag ue w ere
tobe heldin L ahore on 8th Jun e,1936.The Q uaidw astoatten dthese m eetin g s.Rum ors
w ere afloatthatthe Un ion ists w an tedtoarran g e a black flag dem on stration ,w hen the

Q uaidw as toarriv e in L ahore forthe m eetin g s.A tthis tim e,A llam a Iqbal w as in a bad
state of health. In spite of his ill-health,he w as doin g his bestto see thatthe tw o
m eetin g s becam e a g reatsuccess. D isturbed atthe rum ors reg ardin g the black flag
dem on stration s,A llam a Iqbal sen tM alik L al D in as his person al em issary toim portan t
Un ion istleaders thatif they arran g ed an y such dem on stration s, the con sequen ces
thereof w ould be bad for the Un ion ists them selv es.O n his in tercession ,the Un ion ists
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g av e up the idea of stag in g a hostile dem on stration on Q uaid-e-A zam 's arriv al in
L ahore.340 L ahore w as in the g rip of a heatw av e an d itw as decided to hold these
m eetin g s in the Islam ia Colleg e,w here the deleg ates could g etsom e relief due to the
electric fan s thatw ere in stalled there. The Islam ia Colleg e w as bein g run by the

A n jum an H im ayatul Islam ,an d N aw ab M uzaffar Khan ,a leadin g Un ion ist,refused
perm ission althoug h A llam a Iqbal hadsen ttohim a person al requestin thisreg ard.341

In the absen ce of the Q uaid from the P un jab political scen e,A llam a Iqbal k eptthe
Q uaidin form edthroug h lettersaboutthe state of affairsin the P un jab,an dhisperson al
v iew s on political problem s of an all-In dia n ature.These letters are dated from Jun e
1936 to N ov em ber 1937 an d they n ow form im portan thistoric docum en ts con cern in g
our strug g le for freedom . Un fortun ately, how ev er, the replies of Q uaid-e-A zam to

A llam a Iqbal hav e n otsofarbeen traced,an dourhistory is,therefore,all the poorerfor
it.These letters of A llam a Iqbal rev eal how close the tw o g reatleaders stood to on e
an other,an d thatthere w as com plete un an im ity betw een the tw oon the ultim ate g oal
an ddestin y of the M uslim sof the subcon tin en t.

H is w ill to serv e his people w as g row in g ev ery day,buthis physical pow ers w ere
rapidly declin in g .H is eyesig htw as g ettin g w orse,an d he w rote tothe Q uaid on 20th

M arch,1937,"P lease excuse m e.Ihav e g otthis letterw ritten by a frien das m y eyesig ht
isg ettin g bad."B y the m iddle of M arch 1938, his sick n ess took a turn for the w orse.
H e w as n ow in the han ds of his doctors,w ho did all they could to prolon g such a
precious life.B utthe en dcam e in the early hours of the m orn in g of 21stA pril,1938.A
g reatM uslim ,a poet,a philosopher,an da cham pion of the rig hts of the M uslim s had
passed aw ay,leav in g behin d him a rich leg acy for posterity. H e lies buried in the
B adshahi M osque in L ahore, w here a g rateful n ation con tin ues to place athis feet
flow ersof hom ag e an dtosheda tearof g ratitude.

"Iqbal hatedin justice;hisprotest,firstm ade in the n am e of In dia,con tin uedin the n am e
of Islam ;in thisform itw asrein forced,ratherthan superseded,by a protestin the n am e
of the com m on m an ,the disin herited of all lan ds ...H e w as him self a partof a g reat
historical process,the rev oltof A sia."342
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A. K. FAZLUL HAQ

(1873—1962)

"M r.A .K.Fazlul H aq w as on e such person .H e w as in the forefron tof all P olitical

activ ities of our coun try for m ore than half a cen tury,an d m ade v aluable con tribution
tow ards political,social,an deducation al upliftof the M uslim s of the subcon tin en t.H e
attain eda g reatn essby a lon g life of serv ice tothe com m un ity an dthe people.H e w asa
leg en d in his ow n lifetim e,an d an in spiration tom illion s of his coun trym en .H e w ho
liv es in the hearts of m en can n otdie.In an era of g ian ts w hom olded the destin ies of
m illion s he strode the earth lik e a colossus. H e w as w arm an d am iable an d easily
accessible.H e ren dered serv ices outof the spon tan eous g en erosity of his heartan d a
m ag n an im ity of disposition thatsom etim es exceeded the boun ds of pruden ce."343 A

fittin g tribute toon e w hohas don e som uch forthe M uslim s of B en g al,forthe M uslim s
of this subcon tin en t, for the in depen den ce of In dia, an d for the establishm en tof
P ak istan .H is w as a life,rich in years,rich in achiev em en t,rich in serv ice.M illion s,
w hose m in ds an d hearts he sw ayed by his brillian toratory,shouted,"S her-e-B en g al,
Zin dabad,"ashe addressedcoun tlesspolitical m eetin g sall ov erIn dia.

Chak ir is a sm all butexquisitely beautiful v illag e,aboutfifteen m iles from B arisal in

EastP ak istan .There liv ed S yed Fazar A li,respected both for his learn in g an d for his
social status in the v illag e com m un ity.Kazi A k ram A li,born aroun d1820,w as the son
of Kazi M uham m ad A m in ,throug h Fatim a Khatun ,descen ded from the w ell k n ow n
fam ily of S yedFazarA liof Chak ar.ThisS ayedfam ily w ascon n ectedby m arriag e tothe
fam ily of A g ha B ak erKhan ,afterw hom the districtof B ak erg an j hasbeen n am ed.

W hen Kazi M uham m ad A m in died,his son ,Kazi A k ram A li,w as in his in fan cy,an d
the un cles of the orphan ed boy plotted to depriv e Kazi A k ram A li of his an cestral

estates an d properties.A s chan ce w ould hav e it,w hen Kazi A k ram A li w as yetin his
teen s,his boy-serv an tdied of a sn ak e-bite,w hile w ork in g in the fields,an d this m ade
the con spirin g un cles con cocta story thatin actual factthe boy-serv an thad been
m urdered by Kazi A k ram A li.The charg e w as adjudg ed false,an d Kazi A k ram A li
dev otedhim self topassin g his M uk htiark arExam in ation ,w hich he did,an djoin edthe
B arisal B ar.H is rise to em in en ce as a law yer w as in stan tan eous.The m on ey thathe
easily m ade atthe B ar,he g en erously spen tin charities,helpin g the poor,the n eedy an d

the orphan s.H e m arriedZin utun issa,daug hterof M irIm dadA liof Chak ar,an din this
fam ily w as born M oham ed W azed in the year 1843. W azed turn ed out to be a
rem ark edy talen tedscholar,passin g his En tran ce Exam in ation in 1864 from the B arisal
Zilla S chool,an d tw o years later passin g his F.A .exam in ation from the P residen cy
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Colleg e.H e receiv edhis B achelorof A rtsdeg ree in 1869;tw oyearslaterhe obtain edhis
L aw D eg ree from the Calcutta Un iv ersity,an d im m ediately join ed the B ar.There had
been on ly tw o M uslim g raduates before him from the w hole of B en g al. M oham ed
W azed soon established a lucrativ e leg al practice,an d w as m arried to S aidun n issa,

daug hterof M aulv i A hm edA li of S aturia,B arisal,A few years laterin this fam ily w as
born in S aturia a boy,tobe exacton 26th O ctober,1873,w hom they n am edFazlul H aq.
A fterthe birth of his son ,W azeddecidedtow in duphis leg al practice in Calcutta an d
tostartitin B arisal.H e soon cam e tobe ran k ed am on g the top law yers of the B arisal
B ar,an dthe Gov ern m en tappoin tedhim S en iorGov ern m en tP leader.M oham edW azed
beg an totak e in terestin politics,an d w as elected V ice-chairm an of B ak erg an j D istrict
B oard an d P residen tof the B arisal L ocal B oard.A prom isin g life w as un tim ely cut
short,w hen M oham edW azeddiedsudden ly on 9th February,1901;his son Fazlul H aq

w asthen tw en ty-eig ht.

The paren ts of Fazlul H aqw ere particularthattheirson shouldreceiv e a soun dIslam ic
education athom e,an dsothey en g ag edw ell k n ow n scholars,n otably H im ayatH usain
Choudhery an d M aulan a Kashg ir,from w hom he learn tthe H oly Q uran ,A rabic an d
P ersian . H av in g com pleted his elem en tary an d relig ious education un der priv ate
teachers,Fazlul H aq join ed the B arisal Zilla S chool.Early in his career atschool,he

prov ed to be a brillian t boy, especially g ood in declam ation . H e passed all his
exam in ation s as easily as an experien cedathlete clears obstaclesin a hurdle-race.A tthe
ag e of fourteen , he passed his En tran ce Exam in ation , securin g firstdiv ision . In the
follow in g year,1883,he stood firstin the D acca D iv ision in his F.A .exam in ation from
P residen cy Colleg e,Calcutta.A few years later,he passed his B .A .,securin g hon ors in
P hysics, Chem istry an d M athem atics. P assin g his M .A . w ith distin ction , he w as
appoin ted an exam in er in M athem atics by the Calcutta Un iv ersity.Fin ally he passed,
ag ain w ith distin ction , his L aw D eg ree from the Un iv ersity L aw Colleg e, Calcutta.

Fazlul H aq w as n oton ly firstclass in his studies, buthe w as also a w ell k n ow n
sportsm an ,bein g a fin e football,crick etan d chess player.A n excellen tsw im m er,he
w on m an y prizesin hisColleg e.Itw ashisin born lov e of sportsthatw asrespon sible for
his becom in g the Foun der-P residen tof the fam ous Calcutta M oham m adan S portin g
Club.In 1900,he w as en rolledas an adv ocate in the Calcutta H ig h Court.Itis saidthat
his father,M oham edW azid,an em in en tlaw yer,hadrefusedthe brief of a m urdercase,
as he foun dittobe hopelessly bad.W hen the accusedpreferredan appeal ag ain sttheir

con v iction ,they en g ag ed Fazlul H aqtoplead the case before the H ig h Court.H e w as
successful in g ettin g them acquitted, on w hich his father sen tto him a letter of
appreciation ,con g ratulatin g him on a brillian tperform an ce.

H is father had leftbehin d him rich lan ds an d properties,an d after his death M aulv i
Fazlul H aqstartedhisleg al practice in B arisal.H e soon foun dthatthe m ain cause of the
back w ardn ess of the M uslim s of B en g al w as lack of education am on g them ,an d from
n ow on he dedicated his w hole life to their education an d political adv an cem en t.H e

started a m ag azin e,"B alak ",an d later on an other on e en titled,"B haratS uhrid".H is
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presen ce w as bein g feltin the political life of B arisal,an d he w as elected a m em ber of
the B ak erg an j D istrict B oard an d soon thereafter a Com m ission er of the B arisal
M un icipality.

A little before join in g the Calcutta B ar,Fazlul H aq m arried Khurshid TalatB eg um ,a
daug hter of N aw ab S yed M oham ed A zam Khan .H er youn g er brother,S yed H usain ,
w asforsom e tim e priv ate secretary toP an ditM otilal N ehru.H e w asalsoforsom e tim e
Editor of the Bombay Chronicle,an d then becam e a P rofessor atCaliforn ia Un iv ersity.

"A ta later stag e of his life Fazlul H aq had n og ood relation s w ith his w ife,Khurshid
B eg um .S he filed a case ag ain stFazlul H aq an d obtain ed a decree for a m ain ten an ce
allow an ce of Rs.500 per m on th,alon g w ith (a decree) of separate residen ce.Fazlul
H aq'shouse at88/2 Jhow tala Roadw asassig n edtohisw ife,w hile he him self shiftedto

144-A N ew P ark S treet."344 H e w as then m arried to Jan atun issa B eg um ,butshe died,
an d her m arriag e w as n otblessed w ith an y children ."L ater on he m arried Khadija
B eg um ,a lady of aristocratic orig in from M eeruttCity in 1941,w hen he w as P rim e
M in isterof B en g al.Godblessedhim w ith a m ale child...Thislady isthe on ly surv iv in g
w idow of the departedleaderan disthe m otherof hison ly son Faizul H aq."345

In D ecem ber,1906,the an n ual session oftheM oham m adan Education al Con feren ce w as

con v en edatD acca,prom in en tam on g those w hoatten deditw ere H .H .The A g a Khan ,
M aulan a A bul Kalam A zad,M aulan a M oham m adA li,M aulan a S hauk atA li,M aulan a
Zafar A li Khan ,N aw ab M ohsin -ul-M ulk ,N aw ab V iqar-ul M ulk ,an d M aulan a H asrat
M ohan i.A s itw as bein g heldin D acca,N aw ab S alim ullah Khan hadbeen requestedto
m ak e all the arran g em en ts tom ak e the con feren ce a success.The N aw ab S aheb ask ed
foryoun g an deducatedan den thusiasticM uslim s tooffertheirserv ices.A m on g those
recruited for this w ork , M aulv i Fazlul H aq prov ed to be the m osten thusiastic. H e
prov edhis abilities as an experien cedorg an izeratthatyoun g ag e w hen he w as slow ly

risin g tofam e as a law yeran das a youn g political leader.The A g a Khan presidedov er
the con feren ce,an d this con feren ce in factlaid the foun dation of the A ll-In dia M uslim
L eag ue,w hich cam e in tobein g a few m on ths later.A com m ittee of fourw as appoin ted
toform its con stitution ,an dFazlul H aqw as on e of the Join tS ecretaries of the draftin g
com m ittee.346 "S ubsequen tly Fazlul H aq drafted the con stitution alon g w ith N aw ab
V iqar-ul-M ulk an dplaceditbefore a represen tativ e m eetin g of the In dian M uslim sw ho
un an im ously approv edan dadoptedthe sam e."347

A taboutthis tim e,M aulv iFazlul H aqacceptedthe postof D eputy M ag istrate,his first
appoin tm en tbein g atD acca.H is n extappoin tm en tw as atJam alpur,w here due to
ten sion betw een the tw ocom m un ities,H in du-M uslim riots brok e outin all their fury.
Fazlul H aq, un afraid of the risk s in v olv ed, m ov ed abouton the streets, pacifyin g
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H in dusan dM uslim s,an ditw asm ain ly due tohiseffortsthatcom m un al harm on y w as
soon restored. H is follow in g appoin tm en tw as atM adaripur, w hen he cam e to be
appoin ted A ssistan tReg istrar of Cooperativ e S ocieties.W hen the postof the Reg istrar
of this departm en tfell v acan t,the claim of Fazlul H aqw as ig n oredan da H in du officer

w as g iv en this post,tothe g reatchag rin of M aulv iFazlul H aq.This person al g riev an ce,
in addition tohis k een desire torespon dtoa publiccall tow ork ag ain stthe an n ulm en t
of the P artition of B en g al,com pelled him to resig n from Gov ern m en tserv ice an d to
rejoin the H ig h CourtB ar atCalcutta."Fazlul H aq's rise as a law yer w as m eteoric."348

H e w as slow ly,butsurely,risin g lik e a com in g Titan of the B ar as w ell as of M uslim
publiclife.The M uslim sof Calcutta,un derthe leadershipof M aulan a A k ram Khan an d
S irajul Islam , arran g ed a public reception for M aulv i Fazlul H aq, w here fulsom e
tributes w ere paid to him for w hathe had don e for the M uslim s of B en g al.A tthis

m eetin g ,he pledg edthathe w ouldspen dhisw hole life in the serv ice of the M uslim sof
In dia.

There occurreda v acan cy in the B en g al P rov in cial Coun cil from D acca D iv ision in 1913.
The rig htof v ote w as n otun iv ersal, butw as based on property qualification an d,
therefore,the m ajority of the v oters w ere H in du.A lready a pow erful H in du leader,
Kum arM ahen dra N ath M itra,w asin the field,an dFazlul H aq,w ith hisusual aban don ,

en tered the fray as an in depen den tcan didate,althoug h the odds w ere heav ily loaded
ag ain sthim . H e w ork ed tirelessly, frequen tly toured the D iv ision , an d sw ayed his
listen ers w ith the sheer brillian ce of his oratory. There w as a rin g of sin cerity an d
selflessn essin the speechesthathe m ade before hisv oters,an dthey en abledhim tow in
an easy v ictory ov erhispow erful H in du riv al.H ism aiden speech in the Coun cil w asin
the g en eral discussion on the B udg et.D urin g the course of hisspeech,he said,"Itseem s
tom e thatofficials m ak e a v ery fun dam en tal m istak e w ith reg ard tothe claim s of the
M oham m adan son the Gov ern m en t,w hetheritbe the question of S tate patron ag e,g ran t

of political rig ht,or priv ileg es,or expen diture from prov in cial rev en ue for prom otin g
M oham m adan education ,orotherm atters of special in teresttothe com m un ity ...If the
officials w ill n otm eetthe dem an d in full,there is certain tobe discon ten tm en tin the
com m un ity, w hether the discon ten t w ould be w orth the con sideration of the
Gov ern m en tis a differen tquestion ." P leadin g for the education al adv an cem en tof the
M uslim s of B en g al,he said,"N oton ly is the M oham m adan Colleg e atD acca a stern
n ecessity an dan actof bare justice toourcom m un ity,butIm ain tain thatthe tim e has

com e for the establishm en tof a firstg rade colleg e of A rts for the M oham m adan s in
Calcutta ... Thatthere is an urg en tn eed for in creased hostel accom m odation for
M oham m adan studen tsisun iv ersally acceptedThe prov ision forthe teachin g of A rabic
an dP ersian in Gov ern m en taidedschoolsishopelessly in adequate."349
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W hen the election s tothe B en g al P rov in cial M uslim L eag ue w ere heldin 1913,N aw ab
S alim ullah w as elected P residen tan d Fazlul H aq Gen eral S ecretary."S ir S alim ullah
breathedhis lastin Calcutta in the early partof 1914,leav in g behin dFazlul H aqas his
political heiran dthe n atural leaderof the M uslim s of B en g al."350 H e w as a m an of w ide

hum an sym pathies.A lthoug h the M uslim L eag ue atthattim e w as m ain ly con cern ed
w ith safeg uardin g the political in terests of the M uslim s of In dia,Fazlul H aqstartedon
hisow n a w ell org an izedpeasan tm ov em en tin 1915.Ev en w hile can v assin g supportfor
his election to the Coun cil in 1913,he had said thathe com pletely iden tified him self
w ith the in terests of the dow n trodden peasan ts of B en g al an d thathe w ould w ork
fearlessly fortheirreg en eration an dprosperity.H e g av e his peasan tm ov em en ta n am e,
an daccordin g ly Krishak P roja S am ities cam e in toexisten ce in m an y parts of B en g al.A
brillian tan dpow erful speak erin B en g ali,the peasan ts of B en g al w ere electrifiedby his

oratory,an dthey un question in g ly acceptedhim astheirleader.The Krishak P roja P arty
w as a prog ressiv e force in B en g al politics,ata tim e w hen m ostof its leaders w ere
in terestedin politics on ly as a payin g hobby oras a steppin g -ston e topopularity.M an y
leadin g politician s len ttheir w hole-hearted supportto M aulv i Fazlul H aq's party,
prom in en tam on g them bein g M aulan a A k ram Khan , H um ayun Kabir, D r. N aresh
Chan dra S en Gupta,A bdul L atif B isw as,M aulan a P irB adshah M ian an dA bu H ussain
S ark ar.The P arty helditssession salm ostev ery year,an ditsappeal w en ton in creasin g .

B y 1924,the Krishak P roja P arty had becom e v ery pow erful,than k s to the un tirin g
efforts of M aulv iFazlul H aq.P residin g ov erthe P arty Con feren ce thatyear,Fazlul H aq
said,"P rov iden ce has placed in our han ds the n oblestof ploug hs.W e w ill driv e the
blade deeperin the con fiden thope thaton the furrow s w e w ill raise,the san ds of tim e
w ill g erm in ate the seeds of n ation al reg en eration ." Fazlul H aq laun ched a daily,
N av ajug ,aton e tim e edited by the im m ortal poet,N azrul Islam ,an d itcarried the
m essag e of the Krishak P roja P arty tothe peasan tsall ov erB en g al.

Un der the presiden tship of M aulv i Fazlul H aq the an n ual session of the B en g al
P residen cy M uslim L eag ue w as held atD acca on 13th A pril,1914.In his presiden tial
address,he surv eyed the en tire In dian political scen e,w ith special referen ce to the
problem s con fron tin g the M uslim s of B en g al.Giv in g a brief history of the an n ulm en tof
the partition of B en g al,he said,"Iw ish totell the officials thatw hile the m easure w as
basedon brok en pledg es,itw assoug httobe em balm edin othersolem n pledg es,w hich
still rem ain un redeem ed." D eplorin g the hopelessly in adequate share g iv en to B en g al

M uslim s in public serv ices,he said,"B esides,itis also n ecessary thatour com m un ity
should be adequately represen ted in the v arious bran ches of the public serv ice,for
otherw ise our v oice in the coun cils of Gov ern m en tw ould be v ery in effectual an d
in effectiv e.Itis,therefore,in ev itable thatw e should fig htfor a proper share of public
appoin tm en ts forthe youn g m en of ourcom m un ity;itis v ery n ecessary thatw e should
pressourclaim sstron g ly."Con dem n in g the reaction ary P ress A ct,he said,"The presen t

350
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A ctis a disg race tothe In dian S tatute B ook ." H is fearless adv ocacy of popular causes
m ark edhim outclearly asa political leaderw ith an un challen g edfuture.

In D ecem ber 1916 w as held the crucial L uck n ow S ession of the A ll-In dia M uslim

L eag ue,un der the presiden tship of the Q uaid-e-A zam .M aulv i Fazlul H aqatten dedit,
as on e of the represen tativ es of B en g al.The m ain problem before the session w as to
ev olv e a schem e of reform s,acceptable both tothe L eag ue an dthe Con g ress.Fazlul H aq
w as all for such a com prom ise.D urin g the course of his speech,he said,"Ibeliev e all
thin k in g m en are thoroug hly con v in cedthatthe k ey-n ote of ourreal prog ressliesin the
g oodw ill,con cord,harm on y an dcooperation betw een the tw og reatsistercom m un ities.
The true focus of un ion is cen teredin theirun ion ;an drem em ber,this is a m atterw hich
is en tirely in our ow n han ds. The M uslim s w an tproper, adequate an d effectiv e

represen tation in the coun cil cham bersof the coun try,an din the D istrictan dM un icipal
B oards,a claim w hich n orig ht-m in dedH in du can dispute fora m om en t."

In order to help poor an d deserv in g M uslim studen ts,Fazlul H aq started in 1912 the
Cen tral N ation al M oham m adan Education al A ssociation . Itw as m ain ly due to his
efforts thatthe Gov ern m en tof B en g al g av e substan tial g ran ts tothe A ssociation tohelp
M uslim studen ts.H e k epton adv ocatin g g reater facilities to M uslim s in the field of

education ,as a resultof w hich in 1916 w ere builtthe Carm ichael H ostel an dthe Tay lor
H ostel atCalcutta for the accom m odation of M uslim studen ts."A lon g w ith H .H .the
A g a Khan an dN aw ab M ohsin -ul-M ulk he has larg ely con tributedtothe establishm en t
of the M uslim Un iv ersity atA lig arh in 1920."351 H e becam e forthe firsttim e Education
M in ister of B en g al in 1920.In order to rem ov e illiteracy an d in order to brin g about
their adv an cem en tin education ,he started the Islam ia Colleg e.A tthis tim e,M uslim
studen ts hadtostudy S an sk ritin Gov ern m en tH ig h S chools an dColleg es in B en g al,as
itw as said thatdue to the paucity of M uslim studen ts itw as n otpractical toem ploy

staff toteach them P ersian an dA rabic.In 1924,as M in isterof Education ,M aulv iFazlul
H aq g otthese facilities established for M uslim studen ts,an d the study of P ersian an d
A rabic becam e popular w ith them .H e also created a separate departm en t,especially
charg edw ith look in g afterthe in terestsof M uslim studen ts.H e orderedthata sufficien t
n um berof M uslim sbe em ployedin the D epartm en tof Education ,an dthatan adequate
n um berof seats be reserv edforM uslim studen ts in H ig h S chools an dColleg es.B y his
rem ark able w ork ,he has m ade the M uslim s of B en g al etern ally in debted to him for

their education al adv an cem en t. D urin g the N on -Cooperation M ov em en t, political
leaders appealed tothe studen ts toboycotteducation al in stitution s an d tocom pletely
g iv e uppursuin g theireducation .The far-sig htedFazlul H uqstron g ly adv isedM uslim
studen ts to the con trary, an d exhorted them to con tin ue their studies w ith sin g le-
m in dedn essan dn ottow aste theirtim e in the political con trov ersiesof the day.
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Fazlul H aqw as essen tially a m an of the m asses,an dall his policies as M in isterorChief
M in ister w ere activ ated by the con sideration of bein g helpful an d ben eficial to the
people at larg e. H e w as the m outhpiece of the peasan try of B en g al, an d their
un disputedleader.H e g otthe B en g al Cabin ets,atdifferen tperiods,toen actleg islation

ben eficial tothe ag riculturists.H e foun dthatalm ostall of them w ere heav ily in debted
to the v illag e S ethia or H in du m iddlem en . In 1936 he g ot en acted the B en g al
A g ricultural D ebtors'A ct,w hereby m illion s of M uslim peasan ts w ere releasedfrom the
clutches of H in du usurers."The total debts of the peasan ts of B en g al am oun ted to
rupees n in e hun dred crores."352 D ebtS ettlem en tB oards w ere setup, resultin g in
im m en se relief tothe peasan ts of B en g al.ToFazlul H aqalsog oes the creditforhav in g
g otthe M on ey L en ders'A ctpassed for the ben efitof the teem in g m illion s of our
ag ricultural population . To g iv e them further protection , he w as also m ain ly

respon sible for the B en g al Ten an cy A m en dm en tA ct. In order to exam in e the lan d
rev en ue system of B en g al an d to recom m en d am eliorativ e m easures,he appoin ted a
com m ittee k n ow n as the Flood Com m ission ,on e of the term s of its referen ce bein g to
reportw hether the Zam in dari system should be abolished or n ot.The Com m ission 's
reportsupported the idea,an d the B en g al L eg islativ e A ssem bly accordin g ly abolished
the Zam in dari system ,to the g reatrelief of the rural m asses."M uslim s of B en g al in
particularliv e un dera deepoblig ation toM r.Fazlul H aq.H adhe n otheraldedthe cry

for education al, cultural an d m aterial prosperity for the M uslim com m un ity, they
w ould hav e been lan g uishin g in the dark n ess of pov erty an dig n oran ce fordecades to
com e."353

Ev er sin ce his firstelection v ictory in 1913,w hen he en tered the B en g al L eg islativ e
Coun cil,Fazlul H aqscoredv ictory afterv ictory in subsequen telection s.H e w asalready
a political leader of A ll-In dia stature,an d the M uslim L eag ue in v ited him to preside
ov erits elev en th session atD elhiin 1918.D urin g the course of his presiden tial address,

he pleaded for the in depen den ce of the M uslim coun tries. "The question of the
Caliphate m ustbe determ in edby the M ussalm an s them selv es,w ithoutthe in terv en tion
of the n on -M uslim s."This w as a g en tle hin ttothe H in dus,in cludin g Gan dhi,tok eep
aw ay from the Khilafatquestion . "The holy places of our Faith m ustalso rem ain
im m un e from n on -M uslim in fluen ces."H e dw eltatlen g th on the political ev olution of
the M uslim s of In dia. "A s the years roll on , the position of the M uslim s of In dia
becom es m ore an d m ore critical an d dem an ds our m ostan xious thoug htan d care.In

m y hum ble opin ion ,w e should in v ok e div in e help an d g uidan ce in all sin cerity an d
w eak n ess of heart. A bov e all, w e should ren oun ce an y lurk in g spiritof strife an d
quarrel w ith othercom m un ities an dseek theirhelp an dassistan ce in ourtroubles an d
difficulties."
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Fazlul H aqw asn om in atedon e of the M uslim deleg atestothe Roun dTable Con feren ce.
H e took an activ e partin the deliberation s of the Con feren ce an din the priv ate closed-
doorn eg otiation s forH in du-M uslim accordan dforIn dia's political adv an ce.In on e of
hisspeechesatthe Roun dTable Con feren ce in 1931,he said,"These separate electorates

hav e g ota history! They really en able M uslim s an d others to g etopportun ities for
cooperatin g w ith othercom m un ities in adv an cin g the com m on in terests of the coun try
as a w hole." P leadin g thatH in dus an d M uslim s should be both en abled to run the
Gov ern m en tof the coun try un der the proposed con stitution ,he said,"A ll thatIplead
for is that w e should be g iv en opportun ities to tak e our proper share in the
adm in istration of the affairs of ourcoun try an dtobe partn ers w ith othersection s of the
com m un ity in the civ il an dadm in istrativ e life of the P rov in ce."A sk in g the H in dustobe
m ag n an im ous,he said,"A tthe presen tm om en tthey hav e g otthe en tire adm in istration

in their han ds.O ur frien ds should com e forw ard w ith a g en erous g esture,g iv e the
M uslim s a chan ce tosee thatthey hav e g otfrien ds in the other com m un ities,an d that
they w ill be g iv en an equal opportun ity tow ork forthe com m on g oal."

A s a resultof the Roun d Table Con feren ce, In dia cam e to be g ov ern ed un der the
Gov ern m en tof In dia A ct,1935.Then follow ed election s to the assem blies,an d Fazlul
H aqscoredan easy v ictory in the P atuak halicon stituen cy,thus becom in g a m em bertof

the B en g al L eg islativ e A ssem bly.O n the persuasion of the Q uaid-e-A zam ,Fazlul H aq
join edthe M uslim L eag ue an dw as electedun an im ously leaderof the L eag ue-Coalition
P arty,asa resultof w hich he becam e the firstChief M in isterof B en g al in the firsthalf of
1937.Khaw aja N azim uddin an dH .S .S uhraw ardy w ere m em bers of his Cabin et!"The
ten ure of his firstm in istry from 1937 to 1943 m ay be rig htly described as the Golden
A g e in the an n als of P arliam en tary Gov ern m en tin B en g al an d the period of his real
g reatn ess in his lon g publiclife."354 Itw as durin g this periodof his life thatFazlul H aq
toured B ihar,O rissa an d A ssam an d succeeded in org an izin g the M uslim L eag ue in

these prov in ces an d m ak in g itin toa really pow erful political party.H e addressed the
M uslim L eag ue Con feren ce atL uck n ow in 1937,atKarachiin 1938,atCuttack in 1939,
an d presided ov er the M adras P rov in cial M uslim L eag ue Con feren ce in 1940.O n e of
the m ostim portan tstepsthathe took asChief M in isterw astoissue ordersforadequate
represen tation toM uslim sin g ov ern m en tserv ices.

The order said,"The Gov ern m en tof B en g al hav e decided that...the policy of future

recruitm en tin the publicserv ices of the P rov in ce w ill be directedtothe attain m en tan d
m ain ten an ce, as far as possible,of parity in each of the three serv ices betw een the
M uslim an dn on -M uslim com m un itiesin the P rov in ce."

The Con g ress M in istries in the prov in ces w here they w ere in pow er had m eted out
un fair treatm en ttothe M uslim s,an d the H in dus had becom e in toleran tan d arrog an t
tow ards the M uslim s.A s a result,H in du-M uslim ten sion prev ailed all ov er In dia.A
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com m un al riotof a serious m ag n itude brok e outin D acca,an d Fazlul H aq,as Chief
M in istercalleda Roun dTable Con feren ce of H in du-M uslim leaders on 23rdFebruary,
1940,in W riters'B uildin g in Calcutta.A sa resultof hisefforts,com m un al harm on y w as
soon restoredin the prov in ce.Con g ress rule hadm ade M uslim s w iser,an dthey could

easily v isualize w hatw as in store forthem in an un div idedIn dia afterthe B ritish left.
A tsuch a period of our history w as held the historicsession of the M uslim L eag ue at
L ahore on 22,23,24 M arch,1940,presidedov erby the Q uaid-e-A zam .Fazlul H aqrose
to m ov e the historic P ak istan Resolution on the 23rd,an d w e heard him w ith rapt
atten tion , often brok en by us w ith lon g an d loud applause, as his oratory rose in
crescen doan dsw eptus off ourfeet.H e saidthatthe resolution statedin un am big uous
term s thatthey w ere opposed tothe idea of federation forIn dia,an d they w an ted the
idea of In dia's federal con stitution to be com pletely scrapped an d aban don ed. The

M uslim s of B en g al,M aulv i Fazlul H aq w en ton to state,had g on e on record recen tly
throug h their represen tativ es in the B en g al L eg islativ e A ssem bly thatM uslim In dia
w ouldn ev eracceptan y con stitution thatw as fram edw ithouttheirapprov al.H ow ev er,
if an y con stitution w as forcedon them ,they w ouldoppose itan dm ak e itun w ork able.
The M uslim s,he said,con stitutedeig hty m illion s,scatteredall ov erIn dia.They w ere a
techn ical m ajority in the P un jab an d B en g al, but n ot an effectiv e m ajority. H e
v ehem en tly attack ed the recen tstatem en tof M aulan a A bul Kalam A zad thatthe

M uslim s should n otfeel n erv ous; he characterized the M aulan a's statem en tas un -
Islam ic.Eig hty m illion s w as n ota sm all n um ber,an dthe M uslim s w ere n otafraid.H e
rem in dedthe M aulan a thatev en in the P un jab an dB en g al the position of M uslim s w as
n otsafe, as their en em ies could m ak e political capital outof the w eak n ess of the
M uslim s in these tw o prov in ces, w here M uslim s could form Gov ern m en ts on ly in
coalition w ith otherparties an din terests.B utcoalition Gov ern m en ts w ere the w eak est
form s of Gov ern m en tk n ow n tocon stitution alists.Totalk of safeg uards forM uslim s in
m in ority prov in ces w as a m ock ery, as they had a foretaste of itun der Con g ress

Gov ern m en ts in som e prov in ces. H e w arn ed the M uslim s thatif they w an ted to
succeed,the M uslim s all ov erIn dia m uststan dun itedun derthe leadershipof Q uaid-e-
A zam an dun derthe M uslim L eag ue flag .355

Fazlul H aqw as return ed tothe B en g al L eg islativ e A ssem bly in the 1946 election from
tw o con stituen cies,v in dicatin g his rig htas a g reatan d popular leader of the m asses.
W hen the Con g ress w as in v ited to n om in ate its represen tativ es in the In terim

Gov ern m en t,M aulan a A bul Kalam A zad,the Con g ressP residen t,requestedFazlul H aq
tojoin the Con g ress an dbe its n om in ee in the In terim Cabin et.Fazlul H aqdeclin edthe
offeroutrig ht,in spite of his differen ces atthattim e w ith the M uslim L eag ue."B om bay
an d Gujerati M uslim s residin g in Calcutta m etM r.Fazlul H aq in a deputation in the
latterpartof S eptem ber1946 in his N ew P ark S treetresiden ce an durg edupon him to
rejoin the M uslim L eag ue.They alsoun dertook topersuade M r.Jin n ah toliftthe ban
im posed upon him . Thereupon , M r. Fazlul H aq rejoin ed the M uslim L eag ue an d
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prom isedtolay dow n his life an dsacrifice his all forthe sak e of the M uslim L eag ue.In
the g reatCalcutta riots he triedhis besttorestore peace an dtran quility an dtosav e the
liv es an d properties of the M uslim s.A s a law yer he defen ded thousan ds of M uslim s
w how ere accusedin the riotcases."356

W hen the partition of In dia w as ag reed upon betw een the B ritish Gov ern m en t,the
Con g ress an d the M uslim L eag ue, the Radcliffe Com m ission w as appoin ted to
dem arcate boun daries betw een the tw on ew coun tries.Fazlul H aqarg ued the M uslim
case before the Com m ission forKhuln a tobe cededtoP ak istan .Itw as due tohis v ery
able adv ocacy of ourcase thatKhuln a w as g iv en toP ak istan ."H adhe n ottak en upthe
case of Khuln a ...itw ouldhav e surely been g iv en toW estB en g al...."357

O n partition ,D acca cam e tobe desig n atedasthe capital of EastB en g al,an dFazlul H aq

m ig ratedfrom Calcutta toD acca."O n hisarriv al atD acca,Fazlul H aqcouldn otarran g e
an y suitable accom m odation for him self. O n e of his adm irers atD acca, how ev er,
v acated a flatof his residen ce atA ulad H ussain L an e n ear Islam pur Road for the
accom m odation of the leader.Thisk in d-heartedm an w asthe late A bdul Q uadirS ardar.
Fazlul H aqresidedthere forabouta year.Then he foun da suitable house at27,K.M .
D asL an e,Tik atuly,w hich he lateron purchased."358

W hen Fazlul H aqm ig rated toP ak istan after its establishm en tin 1947,he w as already
sev en ty-four.O n e could hav e thoug htthatthe storm y an d useful days of his political
career lay far behin d an d thathe w ould n ow reston his oars.B utFazlul H aq w as
en dow edw ith an un quen chable thirsttow ork forhis people,an dso,in spite of his old
ag e,he con tin uedtospen dthe tw ilig htof his life in the serv ice of P ak istan .In 1951,he
accepted the A dv ocate-Gen eralship of EastP ak istan .W hen the election s w ere tak in g
place to the EastP ak istan L eg islativ e A ssem bly,he org an ized the Un ited Fron t,an
opposition party,an d toured the prov in ce from on e en d to the other,in spite of his

eig hty years.The Un ited Fron tw on a spectacular v ictory,an d Fazlul H aqbecam e the
Chief M in isterof EastP ak istan .H e subsequen tly becam e M in isterof the In teriorin the
Cen tral Gov ern m en tan dGov ern orof EastP ak istan .

In the beg in n in g of 1962,his health w as in badshape,ag g rav atedby an acute attack of
uream ia.H e w as rem ov edtothe D acca M edical Colleg e H ospital on 28th M arch,1962,
w here he w as aton ce in the han ds of com peten tdoctors. For a tim e his health

som etim es im prov edan dsom etim es deteriorated,an don 25th A pril the health bulletin
issuedby his doctors saidthatthe g reatleaderof the m asses w as in a critical con dition
an dthathe w as in a state of sem i-con sciousn ess.The en dcam e at10.40 in the m orn in g
of Friday,27th A pril,1962.H e w ho had dom in ated the political stag e for ov er half a
cen tury w asn om ore w ith us.
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"The late M r.Fazlul H aqw as a g reatleaderof un div idedB en g al an den dearedhim self
tom en of all com m un itiesby his larg e-heartedg en erosity an dpatriotism .B oth P ak istan
an dIn dia require m en of hisv ision ,sym pathy an dim ag in ation ."359

"The g lorious era has com e toan en dbutleftin spiration forus an dhe w ill liv e in our
m em ory forev er.The n am e A .K.Fazlul H aqhas becom e a householdw ordan dthere
ism ag icin thisn am e w hich createsn oton ly thrillsbutlov e an dv en eration forthe m an .
Today w e feel thatw e hav e lostthatthrill an d hav e becom e orphan s.Ido n otk n ow
how tocon dole the saddem ise of thatg reatm an ,g reatas a n ation al leader,g reatas a
law yer,g reatasan education istan dg reatasa philan thropist.H e w asalw aysadoredby
the people forhislarg e-heartedn ess.L etusferv en tly pray forhispeace in heav en ."360

Fazlul H aq w rote abouthim self,"W hen chan ce has raised m e to dazzlin g heig hts,I
hav e receiv edherg ifts w ith outstretchedhan ds.W hen she has castm e dow n from m y
hig h pin n acle,Ihav e acceptedherbuffetsw ithoutcom plain t."
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MAULANA HASRAT MOHANI

(1875—1951)

M aulan a H asratM ohan iw as an in v eterate en em y of the B ritish an da lov erof freedom

for his people.In the pursuitof this passion ,he join ed differen tpolitical parties at
differen ttim es,an d ev en started his ow n party w ith a m an ifesto,prog ram m e an d all
thatg oes w ith it."Thisis the reason w hy he join eddifferen tpolitical parties atdifferen t
tim es.B utassoon ashe foun da party n ottobe a supporterof freedom ,he resig n edan d
w en thisow n w ay H e becam e a m em berof the M uslim L eag ue,because they adopted
a resolution in fav or of self-g ov ern m en t,w hich w as the aim of H asrat's life.B utw hen
he foun dhisthirstforfreedom n otbein g quen chedin the L eag ue,he k eptaw ay from it.
W hen he feltthatthe Khilafatm ov em en tw as n otin k eepin g w ith his ultim ate g oal of

freedom ,he leftitan d join ed the S ocialists.H ow ev er,as soon as he foun d thatthe
Com m un istP arty w as the true stan dard-bearer of freedom , he join ed them in the
crusade for freedom ."361 To him w hatm attered m ostw as how to w restcom plete
freedom from B ritish han ds as soon as possible, an d n ota party label, w hich w as
m erely a m ean stoan en d,an dn otan en din itself.

M aulan a H asratM ohan i w as descen ded from the fam ily of H azratIm am A li M oosa

Raza of N ishapur,on e of w hose descen dan ts,S ayed M ahm ood N ishapuri,m ig rated
from N ishapurtoM ohan ,in w hatw ason ce the Un itedP rov in ces.The ten th descen dan t
of S ayed M ahm ood,H azratS hah W ajuddin M ahm ood Q udus,w as born in M ohan in
1108 A .H .an dhe diedin M ohan in 1205 A .H .Ev en uptothis day his Urs tak es place at

M ohan an n ually,an din his lifetim e H asratM ohan ihadg ifteda portion of hisan cestral
property for the ben efitof these an n ual celebration s.362 H is father's n am e w as S ayed
A zhar H asan M ohan i,an d in this fam ily w as born H asratM ohan i in the year A .D .
1875.363

In accordan ce w ith fam ily tradition , H asrat's education beg an in a Muktab un der a

M aulv i,from w hom he learn tthe H oly Q uran an d H adith,after w hich he w as g iv en
lesson s in P ersian an dA rabic.A s a childhe show edsig n s as a prom isin g studen t,w ho
hada g reatfuture before him .H e then beg an toseriously prepare forhis Urdu M iddle
exam in ation ,w hich he passedin 1894,stan din g firstin the w hole prov in ce.H e n ow left
M ohan for Fatehpur,in order tojoin the Gov ern m en tH ig h S chool there an d tostudy

En g lish."H e cam e there un der the in fluen ce of M aulv i S ayed Zahoor-ul-lslam Fateh-
poori,a teacheratthe H ig h S chool,an dof M aulv iH afiz N iaz A hm edB arelv i,the H ead
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M aster of the H ig h S chool."364 H e passed his En tran ce Exam in ation in 1889 from the
Gov ern m en tH ig h S chool,Fatehpur,securin g the distin ction of stan din g in the first
div ision .Itw as durin g his studen tdays atFatehpurthatH asratstartedw ritin g poetry
thatw as acceptedby his superiors an dprom in en tpoets as g oodpoetry."H asratw as a

born poet."365

H e n ow leftFatehpur an djoin ed the A lig arh Colleg e,in order toobtain his bachelor's
deg ree in arts.H e soon distin g uished him self atA lig arh as a brillian tstuden t,both in
studies an das a speak eran dpoet,tak in g a k een in terestin the activ ities of the S ociety
Un ion Club of the Colleg e.H e prov ed his w orth as an orator,both in E n g lish an d in
Urdu debates,an d w as often called upon to recite his poem s in the g atherin g s of the
Un ion .The En g lish prin cipal of the tim e discov eredin H asrata buddin g rev olution ary,

w how as outan d outan ti-B ritish in his attitude.In order totam e his un bridled spirit,
the En g lish prin cipal expelled him three tim es from the Colleg e,butH asratprov ed as
in corrig ible a rev olution ary asev er."Fortun ately forhim ,N aw ab M ohsin -ul-M ulk ,w ho
w as S ecretary of the Colleg e B oard,w as v ery fon d of H asrat,otherw ise his education
w ouldhav e been cutshortby the En g lish prin cipal."366

This storm y petrel of the Colleg e Un ion passedhis B .A .exam in ation in 1903,an dm an y

tem ptin g offers for serv ice cam e to him from v arious quarters,as w as custom ary in
those daysw ith g raduates of A lig arh Colleg e.B uthe w asa person ,w hodidn otbeliev e
in hav in g "serv an t" an d "m aster" attitude in life,an d sodisdain in g all these offers,he
em bark ed on a career as an in depen den tjourn alist,startin g in the sam e year of his
g raduation an Urdu m ag azin e,called Urdu-e-Mualla.This m ag azin e m ade n osecretof

its policy from the v ery start, as itprov ed to be a con sisten tcham pion of In dia's
in depen den ce. B oth the editor an d the m ag azin e cam e to be look ed upon w ith
suspicion by the foreig n bureaucracy,w how ere on the look outfor an opportun ity to

crack their adm in istrativ e w hip on the back of this youn g an d rag in g rev olution ary.
They soon g otan opportun ity,w hen in 1908 the m ag azin e publishedan article en titled
"B ritish P olicy in Eg ypt".The Gov ern m en tauthoritiestook objection tothisarticle an da
case w as filedin a courtof law ag ain stthe editor.H asratcouldhav e easily av oidedthe
w rath of a displeased an d arbitrary Gov ern m en t,if he had div ulg ed the n am e of its
author,a studen tof A lig arh.B utH asratw as lion -hearted an d a g en tlem an atthat.A
case w as filedag ain stH asratun derS ection 124(A ),an dhe took upon him self the en tire

respon sibility forthatarticle,w ithoutdisclosin g the n am e of itsauthor.The m em bersof
the B arw ere som uch un derthe terrorof the Gov ern m en tthatn oton e of them accepted
totak e H asrat's brief an d todefen d him ag ain stthose charg es.The trial w as m erely a
form ality,an d H asratw as aw arded four years'hard labor an d a fin e of fiv e hun dred
rupees.In ordertorealize thisfin e,H asratbein g un able topay fiv e hun dredrupees,his
library con sistin g of rare book s w as auction edforsixty rupees an dthe am oun tcredited
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tow ards the realization of the fin e. In 1908, H asratw rote thatthis w as an actof
v an dalism ,"A s lon g as the M ag istrates in In dia con tin ue totak e orders from the police
w ith reg ardtocasespen din g before them ,n oon e w ill ev erg eta fairtrial.Judg m en tw ill
be w ritten before the com m en cem en tof a case."367

The v en detta of the B ritish ag ain stM aulan a H asratM ohan ididn oten dw ith auction in g
his library,sen din g him toin jail forpen al serv itude;forev en in jail he con tin uedtobe
v ictim ized for his an ti-B ritish political v iew s.H e w as often in solitary con fin em en t,
forced to w ork for hours atthe g rin din g w heel,crushin g on e m aun d of w heata day
con tin uously for on e year."L ook atthe g ood fortun e of w e,the political prison ers in
In dia.W e hav e toliv e in a jail w ithin a jail,doom edtoliv e in a cell in a jail all alon e,n ot
allow edtosee ortalk toan yon e."H e w astran sferredfrom A lig arh jail toA llahabadjail,

an dforhistrav ellin g expen seshe w asn otpaidev en on e pice."The resultof all thisw as
thatIhadtodip a few g ram s in w ateran deatthem fordin n er."368 W hile in A llahabad
jail,his father cam e from A lig arh to see him ,butthe jail authorities refused to g iv e
perm ission tothe fatherforthis in terv iew .O ldin ag e,brok en in spirit,the ag edfather
return edtoA lig arh,on ly todie som e days later.L earn in g this,H asratfeltdejectedan d
frustrated."A fter com in g outof jail,Ilearn tthatm y father n ev er k eptw ell,after his
return from A llahabad,an dhe diedw hile Iw as in jail.Iw as n otin form edof his death,

durin g the tim e I serv ed as a prison er in jail."369 H asratw as m ade to suffer m an y
in dig n ities in jail."The S uperin ten den tof jail cam e tom y cell.H e burn ttoashes all of
m y n ew spapers, m ag azin es an d book s, in cludin g Diwan-e-Hafiz, an d ordered m e

in dig n an tly topresen tm yself in hisoffice."370

From the v ery beg in n in g of his m arried life, H asratfoun d in his w ife a con g en ial
com pan ion ,w hostood by him lik e a rock in all his difficulties an den courag ed him to
g oon w ork in g dev otedly for the cause of In dia's in depen den ce."B eg um H asratis on e

of those w om en w hohav e m ade the g reatestpossible sacrifices for our in depen den ce.
S he en courag edherhusban d,w hen he w as surroun dedby difficulties.H aditn otbeen
for her support, H asrat w ould hav e been subm erg ed un der dom estic problem s."
M aulan a H asratM ohan i has him self paid the hig hesttribute to B eg um S aheba in his
w ritin g s."S he sen ttom e in jail on the v ery n extday such a letterthatIfeltall the m ore
ready toface an y furtherodds thatIw as bein g subjectedtoin jail."H e w as a dev oted
husban d,an dshe w as an equally dev otedw ife.W hen the B eg um diedin 1937,H asrat

burstforth in tosadson g :

A fteryou hav e g on e ov ertothe GreatB eyon d
M y heartforn on e otherw ill becom e fon d.
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A fterleav in g A lig arh Colleg e in 1903,H asratw as activ ely in politics,an dhe appears to
hav e join edthe In dian N ation al Con g ressin the firstyearsof thiscen tury.The Con g ress
session atS uratin 1907 w as a storm y on e,an d there w as a splitin its ran k s.Con g ress
w as div idedin totw og roups— the m oderates ledby m en lik e D adabhoy N aoroji,an d

the extrem ists led by Tilak ;M aulan a H asratM ohan i w as presen tatthe S uratsession ,
an dw asn aturally on the side of the extrem ists,w ith the resultthatw hen Tilak resig n ed
from the Con g ress afterthe S uratsession ov erits m oderate policies,H asratalsoparted
com pan y w ith the Con g ress.H e w as already a m ark ed m an in the eyes of the foreig n
rulers,an d he w as con stan tly bein g adv ised by his frien ds to g iv e up his extrem ist
polices an d to either join the ran k s of the m oderates in the Con g ress or to join the
M uslim L eag ue.B utall these pleadin g s hadn oeffecton him ,an dhe con tin uedtoliv e
dan g erously.Tosuch adv isers,H asratrepliedin v erse:—

Tohisheart'scon ten tthe tyran tm ay pun ish
B utthatm ustn oton e'spatriotism fin ish.

A fterhe w asreleasedfrom jail atthe tim e of hissubsequen tcon v iction ,he w rote:—

P un ish m e,Tyran t,toyourheart'scon ten t

Isw earIw ill n otshow an y discon ten t.

In 1918,w hen the M on tag u-Chelm sfordReform s w ere an n oun ced,H asrat,un afraid of
an otherpossible con v iction ,w rote:—

Full of deceptthroug h an dthroug h
A re the so-calledReform sof M on tag u.

The S w adeshi m ov em en tw as atthis tim e popular all ov er In dia,an d H asratsin cerely
believ edthatIn dian s m ustboycottall foreig n g oods an dbuy ev erythin g m ade in In dia.
H e decided to starta S w adeshi store, "H asrathad ev erythin g — sin cerity, w isdom ,
education ,truthfuln ess.B utm on ey w as alw ays run n in g m iles aw ay from him .H e had
n o m on ey to starta store. Itw as M aulan a S hibli w ho recom m en ded H asratto S ir
Fazalbhoy Currim bhoy of B om bay,w hog av e him fin an cial assistan ce toem bark on this
v en ture."371 The S w adeshistore w as an in stan tan eous success,an dthousan ds of people

beg an topatron ise it.S urprised atH asrat's success in busin ess,forw hich he w as least
suited,M aulan a S hibliexclaim ed,"A re you a m an ora g ian t,H asrat? A tfirstyou w ere
a poet;then a politician ;an d n ow you hav e becom e a ban ia!" P rosperity an d pov erty
m ade n odifferen ce tohim .H e w asquite fam iliarw ith pov erty."Upton ow hism on thly
in com e hadbeen on ly rupeesfifty."
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A tfirstH asratk epthim self aw ay from the M uslim L eag ue.B ut,in 1913,the Q uaid-e-
A zam join ed the L eag ue an d beg an to tak e activ e in terestin an d to in fluen ce its
decision s,w ith the resultthatin 1913 the L eag ue adopted a resolution seek in g self-
g ov ern m en tas its g oal."A l H am do L illah,M uslim L eag ue Coun cil in its m eetin g of

1914 accepted self-g ov ern m en tas its g oal,w hich I had declared in 1907."372 Thus,in
1915 M aulan a H asratM ohan i join edthe L eag ue,an dplayedan activ e role in brin g in g
the Con g ress an d the L eag ue tog ether,as the tw o org an ization s w ere holdin g their
an n ual session in B om bay atthe sam e tim e.In 1921,he presidedov erthe an n ual session
of the A ll-In dia M uslim L eag ue atA hm adabad.D urin g the course of his presiden tial
address,he said,"From the M uslim poin tof v iew itis n oten oug h thatw e shouldstan d
forcom plete in depen den ce alon e.Itis n ecessary todecide upon the form thatitshould
tak e ...The g en erality of M ussalm an s,w ith a few exception s,are afraidof the n um erical

superiority of the H in dus an dare absolutely opposedtoan y ordin ary form of schem es
as a substitute forcom plete in depen den ce ...W hile the M ussalm an s are in a m in ority in
In dia,yetn ature hasprov ideda com pen sation ;the M ussalm an s are n otin a m in ority in
all the prov in ces.In som e prov in ces such as Kashm ir,the P un jab,S in dh,B aluchistan
an dA ssam ,the M ussalm an sare m ore n um erousthan the H in dus."

A tthe sam e tim e in 1921 there w as heldthe session of the A ll-In dia N ation al Con g ress

in A hm adabad.Gan dhiw as atthe heig htof pow er,an dw as dom in atin g the Con g ress:
Un der his g uidan ce, the W ork in g Com m ittee of the Con g ress adopted a resolution
dem an din g S w araj,w ithoutdefin in g the m ean in g of the w ord.The resolution foug ht
shy of usin g an y stron g er w ord.W hen this resolution of the W ork in g Com m ittee w as
m ov ed in the open session ,M aulan a H asratM ohan i opposed iton the g roun d thatit
w as v ag ue an d m ean in g less, un less the w ord S w araj w as clearly defin ed in the
resolution .H asratm ov ed an adden dum to the resolution sayin g that"S w araj in this
resolution m ean s com plete in depen den ce, free from all foreig n con trol". H is fiery

speech callin g for com plete in depen den ce an n oyed Gan djhi,w ho rose to oppose the
adden dum of M aulan a H asratM ohan i.H e said,"The lev ity w ith w hich the proposition
has been tak en by som e of you has g riev edm e.Ithas g riev edm e because itshow s lack
of respon sibility ...L etus firstof all g atherupourstren g th,letus firstof all soun dour
ow n depths. L etus n otg o in to w aters w hose depths w e do n otk n ow , an d this
proposition of M r.H asratM ohan ileadsyou in todepthsun fathom able."373

A tthisperiodof tim e,itappearsasa poorcom m en tary on Gan dhi'sw ork in the fieldof
In dia's in depen den ce, w hen on e rem em bers thatin 1921 w hile H asratdem an ded
com plete in depen den ce,Gan dhi took refug e behin dan in defin able w ord"S w araj",an d
opposed its substitution by the w ords "com plete In depen den ce".O f course,Gan dhi
carried the day,H asrat's adden dum w as defeated.B utto H asratg oes the creditfor
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bein g the firstIn dian to dem an d com plete in depen den ce for In dia publicly from the
platform of a political org an ization .

This is n otthe on ly tim e thatH asratcam e in to v iolen tclash w ith Gan dhi in the

deliberation s of the Con g ress, each adv ocatin g stoutly his ow n solution as the best
an sw ertoa g rim political situation .W hile othersin the Con g ress w ere ov eraw edby the
rev eren ce in w hich Gan dhiw asheldby Con g ressites,M aulan a H asratM ohan im ethim
on equal term s,n otin the leastto be silen ced because Gan dhi opposed his poin tof
v iew .H alide Edib,thatem in en tTurk ish trav eleran dauthor,v isitedIn dia in 1937 an d
m eta n um ber of political leaders an d in tellectuals,am on g them bein g Gan dhi an d
H asratM ohan i.S he w rote,"H asrat....w as the firstadv ocate of In teg ral In depen den ce.
M ahatam a Gan dhi has said con cern in g H asrat,to a M uslim frien d of m in e.'W hen I

hav e a talk w ith H asrat,Ican n otsleepin peace.'Itis sig n ifican tthatboth S .N aidu an d
H asrat,w hom usthav e been youn g m em bersof S irS yedA hm ed's reform m ov em en tin
1898,w hen he (S .A hm ed)died,differin theirpolitical outlook from theirleader."374

In 1930,the Con g ress startedthe in div idual satyag raha m ov em en t,an dH asratjum ped
in tothe aren a an dg othim self arrested."In the A m an ullah P ark in L uck n ow ,M aulan a
H asratM ohan i rose on an im prov ised platform an d beg an to haran g ue the audien ce

ag ain stthe B ritish.The police w ere there w ith theirlorries park edoutside the P ark .A s
soon as he fin ished his speech,the police poun ced on him .H e lay flaton the g roun d,
refusin g torise an dw alk tothe police lorries.H e w as shoutin g 'Inquilab Zindabad'.The

police bodily lifted him ,puthim in on e of their lorries an d took him tojail."375 H asrat
w asequally athom e in the cell of a jail asin the editorial office of Urdu-e-Mualla.

In 1925,w hen the firstcon feren ce of the Com m un istP arty of In dia w as held,H asrat
w as the chairm an of its Reception Com m ittee. Itw as in deed darin g for an In dian

political leader atthatcritical tim e toally him self tothe Com m un istP arty,w hich the
B ritish dreaded m ost. B ut H asrat liv ed dan g erously. From the platform of the
Com m un istP arty, he declared, "Com m un ism is a m ov em en tof the peasan ts an d
w ork ers.S om e thin k thatCom m un ism is sy n on ym ous w ith chaos an d k illin g s.W e
believ e in n on -v iolen ce as a political expedien cy,w hile M ahatm a Gan dhilook s upon it
as his relig ion ... O ur in depen den ce should be based on the m odel of the S ov iet
Gov ern m en t,w here Com m un ism shall be the rulin g political creed."

The an n ual session of the M uslim L eag ue m etatL uck n ow on 18th O ctober, 1937.
M aulan a H asratM ohan i w as activ e can v assin g supportfor his resolution dem an din g
com plete in depen den ce. H e cam e across opposition an d obstacles, buthe w en ton
solicitin g support,an dw ork edtirelessly forits acceptan ce.The Q uaid-e-A zam g av e his
blessin g s to this resolution ,an d in the open session ,H asratm ov ed his resolution on
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Com plete In depen den ce, w hich w as fin ally accepted by the L eag ue. The resolution
said, "Resolv ed that the object of the A ll-In dia M uslim L eag ue should be the
establishm en t in In dia of full in depen den ce in the form of a federation of free
dem ocratic states in w hich the rig hts an d in terests of the M ussalm an s an d other

m in orities are adequately an d effectiv ely safeg uarded in the Con stitution ." This
resolution w as m ov ed by M aulan a H asratM ohan i,an d supported,am on g others,by
M aulan a Zafar A li Khan , H osain Im am , A bdur Rehm an S iddiqui an d Choudhari
Khaliquzzam an .

M aulan a H asratM ohan i's political sym pathies em braced the M uslim s of all coun tries.
A tthe tim e Italy w en ttow arw ith Tripoli,the press run by him hadbeen closedby the
Gov ern m en t,as H asratcould n otpay the security depositof three thousan d rupees

dem an dedby the Gov ern m en t.B uthe w as n ota m an tositquietw hen the M uslim s of
Tripoli w ere bein g m ercilessly attack ed by an im perialistpow er.H e called upon the
M uslim s of In dia to boycottall g oods m an ufactured in Italy an d to hold m eetin g s
protestin g ag ain stthe w an ton attack by Italy on Tripoli.A fterthisw ar,the B alk an W ars
disturbed the W orld of Islam .H asratw as on ce ag ain in the forefron tleadin g the an ti-
im perialistforces tocon dem n the w an ton ag g ression ag ain stTurk ey.Itw as a lifelon g
predilection w ith him ,w hich asserteditself w hen in 1938 itbecam e clearthatthe B ritish

foreig n policy in P alestin e w as becom in g in creasin g ly pro-Zion ist an d an ti-A rab.
Therefore,w hen the Coun cil of the A ll-In dia M uslim L eag ue m etin D elhion 31stJuly,
1938, M aulan a H asrat M ohan i exerted all his in fluen ce to see that a resolution
con dem n in g the B ritish Gov ern m en tw as passed,an idea w hich w as alsoupperm ostin
the m in ds of all the deleg ates.The resolution adoptedon thatday calledupon M uslim s
all ov erIn dia toobserv e the 26th A ug ust,1938,as "P alestin e D ay ...an dappeals forthe
M ussalm an s tohold m eetin g s con dem n in g the un just,repressiv e,an d in hum an policy
thatis pursuedby the B ritish Gov ern m en tan dofferprayersforthe com plete success of

ourA rab brethren in theirhon orable an djuststrug g le forthe freedom of theircoun try."
S peak in g on this resolution ,H asratm ade an im passion ed plea for the supportof the
A rab cause an d scathin g ly con dem n ed the B ritish Gov ern m en tfor their an ti-M uslim
policies all ov erthe w orld.The Coun cil furtherappoin teda com m ittee "tocon siderthe
question of sen din g an in fluen tial deputation abroad, especially to P alestin e an d
En g lan d." M aulan a H asratM ohan i w as on e of the m ostim portan tm em bers of this
com m ittee on the question of P alestin e. A m on g the other m em bers w ere M aulan a

S hauk atA li an d M aulan a Zafar A li Khan ;A ziz A hm ed S aheb w as appoin ted as the
con v en orof the com m ittee.

A s Icall tom in dthe open session of the A ll-In dia M uslim L eag ue in 1942 atA llahabad,
Ican n ev er forg etthe role thatM aulan a H asratM ohan i played in thatsession .Iw as
sittin g w ith the con tin g en tfrom S in dh,am on g w hom w as M rs.J.G.A llan a,m y w ife,
w ho w as atthattim e a m em ber of the S in dh L eg islativ e A ssem bly. The W ork in g
Com m ittee hadg iv en con siderable thoug httoa resolution thatw as tobe m ov edin the

open session on Cripps'P roposals,as the Cripps'm ission w as in In dia atthattim e.This
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resolution of the W ork in g Com m ittee had the blessin g s of Q uaid-e-A zam ,w ho had
g iv en in dication of its supportin his presiden tial address.M an y leaders m oun ted the
rostrum an d spok e in supportof the resolution tothe thun derous applause of abouta
hun dred thousan d en thusiastic supporters. W hen the Q uaid w as aboutto putthe

resolution tothe v ote,on e lean look in g elderly g en tlem an raisedhis han dan dshouted
thathe w an ted tospeak ag ain stthe resolution .A m ultitude of v oices shouted ag ain st
him .They protestedan dbooedas he w alk edtow ards the dais.Cladin a lon g flow in g
sherwani,he g av e on e the im pression of bein g a darin g preacher,preparedtodie for a

cause.A s he cam e to the m icrophon e,thousan ds of people shouted,"S itdow n .S it
dow n ." This m an w as M aulan a H asratM ohan i,w hom ev ery on e recog n ized as the
daun tless heroof m an y political battles.Ev en leaders on the dais triedtopersuade him
n ottooppose the resolution .B utthe Q uaid,the con stitution alistthathe w as,allow ed

H asratto speak ag ain stthe resolution . H is speech w as badly in terrupted by that
seethin g m ass of hum an ity.B utH asratheld his g roun d,an d he w as n ottobe cow ed
dow n .H e raisedhis v oice an dthun deredin his ow n special style ag ain stthe B ritish on
thatoccasion :

A tthe topof m y v oice Iam shoutin g
A ccordin g toplan Iam retreatin g .

Ev eryon e hada hearty laug h,butthe in terruption s con tin ued.Un daun tedH asrattook
his full tim e,speak in g ag ain stthe resolution of the W ork in g Com m ittee.W hen he had
fin ished speak in g ,the Q uaid-e-A zam putthe resolution to the v ote.A ll han ds w ere
raised in supportof it.The on ly han d to rise,sig n ifyin g opposition to the resolution ,
w as thatof H asrat.O n e m an ag ain sta hun dredthousan d!Itisdelectable tog ow ith the
curren t;difficulttosw im ag ain stit.

A fterpartition ,M aulan a H asratM ohan i decidedtorem ain in In dia an dn otm ig rate to
P ak istan .H e w as already ov er sev en ty-three,hav in g en tered the aftern oon of his old
ag e.A little after partition ,his health show ed sig n s of deterioration .H e died on 13th
M ay 1951 atL uck n ow .

O n hisdeath,Z.A n sariw rote a couplet:

"Today H asratIm uch rem em ber
Yesterday he yon derw en tov er."376
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QUAID-E-AZAM JINNAH

(1876—1948)

The B ritish had com e to the subcon tin en tas m erchan ts,seek in g con cession s,beg g in g
for frien dly an dfav orable treatm en t,an d had en ded by settin g up an em pire in In dia,
w hich w as the m ostdazzlin g jew el in the Im perial Crow n .B utin 1857,a n ew spark
ig n ited a m ig hty flam e of rev olt,w hich is in factthe firstspectacular chapter in our
strug g le forfreedom from foreig n dom in ation .W hile the rebellion rag edin all its fury
in m an y parts of In dia, Gon dal, a prin cely S tate in Kathiaw ar, con tin ued a life

un disturbed by political turm oil an d aw ak en in g un der the rule of the Thak ur S aheb.
Gon dal,the capital of the S tate,w as the big g estcity butit's ov erw helm in g population
liv ed in the v illag es.P an eliw as on e such v illag e,hav in g a population of less than a
thousan d atthe tim e of In dia's firstrebellion .In this sleepy little v illag e liv ed atthis
tim e a hard-w ork in g old m an , P oon jabhai, an Ism aili Khoja, an d there had liv ed,
w ork edan ddiedhis forefathers.A g riculture w as the m ain occupation of the people of
P an eli,P oon jabhaibein g am on g the few exception s,as he ow n edsom e han dloom s,on
w hich he w ork ed lon g an d tirin g hours.This en abled him tom ak e en oug h m on ey to

en able hisfam ily toliv e a happy an dcon ten tedlife.

P oon jabhai had three son s, V aljibhai, N athoobhai, Jin n ahbhai, an d on e daug hter,
M an bai.Jin n ahbhai,the youn g est,w as born aroun d 1850,an d he w as m ore dyn am ic
than his tw obrothers.Tohis youthful an d am bitious m in d,P an eli appeared tobe too
sm all a place,w here the on ly prospectthatstaredhim in the face w as tobe on e of the
three heirs tohis father's few han dloom s an d tospen d a w hole lifetim e run n in g after

paltry g ain .H e soon realizedthis w as n ota life thathe w ouldlik e toliv e.Gon dal,that
big city,tem pted his spiritof adv en ture,an d he quietly leftP an eli for Gon dal.In the
S tate Capital,busin ess w as both big an d brisk ,an d itdid n ottak e discreetJin n ahbhai
lon g toselecta few lucrativ e lin es,in w hich he m ade quick m on ey,buyin g cheap an d
sellin g ata profit.H is alm ostem pty purse beg an to sw ell an d soon he had am assed
en oug h m on ey toreturn proudly hom e an d tell his father thathe had succeeded v ery
w ell.The fatherw asn aturally happy atthe successful busin esscareerof his son ,an dhe

an dhis w ife beg an toshow g row in g con cern abouttheirson 's future.A fterall,Gon dal
w as farfrom hom e,w here youn g Jin n ahbhaiw ouldbe alon e,subjecttoall tem ptation s
thatg o w ith city life.The tw o paren ts decided thatJin n ahbhai should g etm arried
before he leftP an eli.Their search for a suitable m atch took them toD hraffa,a v illag e
aboutten m iles from P an eli,w here liv ed M ithibai,a g irl from a respectable Ism aili
Khoja fam ily. "The paren ts of the g irl w ere approached, w ho ag reed to g iv e their
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blessin g s to the proposed m atch,an d Jin n ahbhai w as m arried to M ithibai in D hraffa
aroun d1874."377

W ith his n ew ly w edded w ife,Jin n ahbhai cam e to Gon dal an d w as absorbed in his

busin ess,w hich succeededbeyon dhis w ildestdream s,an da tim e soon cam e w hen he
con sidered Gon dal too sm all to con tain his soarin g dream s an d am bition s.H e had
heardof Karachi,a n ew an dprosperous city,an dof B om bay,a city thathadshotsk y-
hig h in trade an d in dustry.For a w hile he hesitated w hether he should m ig rate to
B om bay or to Karachi,un til he fin ally leftGon dal in 1875 an d cam e to perm an en tly
settle in Karachi,a city w ith a population of aboutfifteen thousan d,butw ith v ery
brig htfuture prospects for busin ess.Karachi atthattim e con sisted m ain ly of Khadda,
w hich w as litteredw ith fish g odow n s;Kharadhar,a clusterm ostly of m udhouses,but

w here w ere locatedalsothe houses an doffices of big busin ess firm s;M ithadhar,w here
sw eetw ater couldbe obtain ed by dig g in g k n ee-deep w ells;an dS addar,w here B ritish
troops liv edin barrack s,surroun dedby bazars an dshops.Jin n ahbhai ren teda m odest
tw o-room apartm en tin a buildin g on N ew n ham Road in Kharadhar an d setup his
office n ear his residen ce.The buildin g in w hich Jin n ahbhai an d M ithibai liv ed w as of
ston e m ason ry an d lim e m ortar,an d the apartm en tren ted by them w as on the first
floor.

The busin ess,started on a m odestscale by Jin n ahbhai,prospered,an d he w as soon
reck on edam on g the leadin g m erchan ts of Karachi w ith an exten siv e ov erseas trade as
w ell as trade w ith the v asthin terlan d.Tw oof the item s in w hich he dealtw as isin g lass
an dg um -arabic,doin g busin ess throug h an En g lish firm in Karachi,Graham s S hippin g
an d Tradin g Com pan y, w hose m an ag er, Frederick L eig h Croft, becam e a person al
frien dof Jin n ahbhai,w ith w hom he could con v erse in E n g lish,a rare accom plishm en t
foran In dian m erchan tof Karachiin those days.

M ithibaiw as n ow w ith child,an dherfirstborn ,a son ,w as broug htin tothe w orldby a
m idw ife of Kharadharon S un day,25th D ecem ber,1876.The baby w asw eak an dtin y—
slim ,lon g han ds,an elon g ated head.The w orried paren ts w ere reassured by doctors,
ag ain an dag ain ,thatthe health of the boy w as n orm al an dthey n eedhav e n ofearon
thataccoun t.They n am edthe boy,M oham m edA li,an dhe con tin uedtobe the fav orite
childof his paren ts,althoug h they hadin all fourdaug hters an dthree son s— Rahem at,

M aryam , S hireen , Fatim a, M oham m ed A li, A hm ed A li an d B un deh A li. W hen
M oham m edA liw as on ly six m on ths old,M ithibaihadan ov erpow erin g desire totak e
her firstchild to the D urg ah of H assan P ir atGan od,n ear P an eli,for perform in g his
aquiqah cerem on y,an dshe succeededin persuadin g herhusban dtoaccom pan y heron

this journ ey from Karachi to Gan od,w hich w as partly cov ered by sailin g boats an d
partly by bullock carts.H assan P ir w as an Ism aili m ission ary from Iran ,w ho,com in g
in to In dia by the ov erlan d route,had halted atM ultan an d in S in dh,w here he had

377
Quaid-e-Azam JInnah, G. Allana, p. 3.



Our Freedom Fighters (1562-1947) Twenty One Great Lives; Copyright © www.sanipanhwar.com 164

con v erted m an y H in dus to Islam ,an d crossin g ov er the desertroute to Cutch had
fin ally settledn earP an eli,in ordertocarry on hism ission ary w ork .O n e n ig ht,w hile he
w as lostin m editation ,on the ban k of the B hadharRiv er,a hug e tidal w av e lashedthe
coastlin e,an d H assan P ir w as drag g ed in tom id-riv er,an d death by drow n in g en ded
the earthly life of thisM uslim sufi.The deadbody w en tfloatin g dow n the riv eran dw as

discov eredn extm orn in g by the Rabaris on the riv er-ban k n earGan od,w here cam e to
be builthis D urg ah.A fterthe aquiqah cerem on y,the paren ts took theirson ,M oham m ed

A li,w ith them tov isittheiran cestral hom e in P an eli an dthen return edv ia V eraw al to
Karachi,the m other bein g con fiden tthather M oham m ed A li w ould becom e a g reat
m an in histim e.

M oham m ed A li w as atfirsttaug htGujrati athom e by com peten ttutors,an d on 4th

July,1887,he w as adm ittedin the S in dh M adressah-tul Islam .H e w as elev en then an d
he w as adm itted tothe firststan dard.H e leftS in dh M adressah on 30th Jan uary,1892,
w hile he w as a studen tof S tan dard V , an d the school reg ister show s "Reason s of
w ithdraw al:L eftforCutch on m arriag e".Jin n ahbhai's busin ess prosperedan dhe often
discussedthe future of youn g M oham m edA liw ith Frederick L eig h Croft,w hoadv ised
him tosen dhisyoun g son ,n ow sixteen ,toL on don ,tolearn busin essin the H eadO ffice
of Graham s S hippin g an d Tradin g Com pan y.The father ag reed butthe m other w as

reluctan tto allow her fav orite son to g o to Europe for tw o years,before he had g ot
m arried.M oham m ed A li ag reed to com ply w ith the w ishes of his m other,w ho had
selected Em ibai,a g irl from an Ism aili Khoja fam ily of P an eli,w hom she k n ew w ould
m ak e a suitable w ife for M oham m ed A li.This w as on e of the v ery few im portan t
decision s in his life thatthe Q uaid-e-A zam had tak en on the adv ice of an other.
Jin n ahbhai,M ithibai an d M oham m ed A li proceeded toP an eli,w here M oham m ed A li
w as m arried to Em ibai,w ho w as fourteen years old,after prolon g ed an d spectacular
w eddin g festiv ities.The bridal party return ed to Karachi,an d youn g M oham m ed A li

stayed w ith his n ew ly m arriedw ife,Em ibai,in the house of his paren ts.H e w as busy
preparin g fora lon g journ ey toEn g lan d.

W hen the youn g M oham m edA li reachedL on don ,w in terw as in full blast,w eatherto
w hich he w asn otaccustom ed."Ifoun da stran g e coun try an dun fam iliarsurroun din g s.
Ididn otk n ow a soul,an dthe fog s an dw in terin L on don upsetm e a g reatdeal,butI
soon settleddow n an dw as quite happy."378 S can n in g the brief adv ertisem en tcolum n s

of the dailies,he soon foun d an E n g lish fam ily thatw as prepared toacceptthis sm art
an d in tellig en tyoun g m an as a payin g g uestw ith them in their house on 35,Russell
Road,Ken sin g ton ,w here the L on don CourtCoun cil has puta plaque,w hich reads,
"Q uaid-e-A zam M oham m ed A li Jin n ah,1876-1948— Foun der of P ak istan ,stayed here
in 1895".M oham m edA li,as a youn g boy,on seein g a barristerforthe firsttim e robed
in a black g ow n had said,"Iw an tto be a barrister," an d this urg e asserted itself.H e
g av e up all thoug htof bein g a busin essm an ,an d decided tostudy for the "L ittle Go",
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w hich w as the en tran ce exam in ation in those days foradm ittan ce toan In n in L on don
tobecom e a barrister.H e studiedv ery hard,passedhis "L ittle Go",an djoin edL in coln 's
In n in 1893."Ijoin edL in coln 'sIn n ,because there,on the m ain en tran ce,the n am e of the
P rophetw asin cludedin the listof the g reatlaw -g iv ersof the w orld."379 A tL in coln 'sIn n

he chan g edhisn am e toread"M .A .Jin n ah".

H e passed his law exam in ation in tw oyears,sothatin 1895 atthe ag e of eig hteen he
w as calledtothe B ar,the youn g estev erIn dian barrister.In the m ean tim e he hadbeen
struck by.trag edy in the fam ily.W ithin a few w eek s after leav in g Karachi,his child
w ife,Em ibai,died,an din 1895 he losthism other,w hom he lov edsodearly.D urin g his
studen tdays in L on don ,Jin n ah took a k een in terestin the affairs of the In dian studen t
com m un ity an dfrequen tedthe H ouse of Com m on stolisten tothe speechesof the g reat

liberal leadersof those days.Justthen ,D adabhoy N aoroji,the Gran dO ldM an of In dian
politics,w as con testin g a seatin the En g lish P arliam en tfrom Cen tral Fin sbury,an d
Jin n ah threw him self heartan dsoul in tothe election w ork on behalf of D adabhoy,w ho
w on the election w ith a com fortable m ajority.A g reatadm irer of D adabhoy N aoroji's
w ork in P arliam en tin the cause of In dia,the en thusiastican doptim isticJin n ah said,"I
w an tto be in L on don an d en ter P arliam en t,w here I hope to w ield som e in fluen ce.
There Ishall m eetB ritish statesm en on a footin g of equality."380

A fter an absen ce of aboutfouryears,Jin n ah return ed toKarachi in 1896,on ly tolearn
from his father thattheir fam ily busin ess had failed,an d thatthere w ere m an y cases
pen din g in the courts ag ain stthe fam ily for paym en tof busin ess debts. A lthoug h
tem ptin g offers w ere m ade to him by tw o leadin g firm s of H in du adv ocates,
H archan draiV ishan das an dCom pan y an dL aichan d& Com pan y,he preferredtoleav e
Karachi,w ith bitter m em ories of the loss of his m other an d busin ess failures,an d to
m ig rate to B om bay to seek his future in thatcity."This fav orite of fortun e,sudden ly

facedw ith un expectedpov erty,setouttocon querthe w orldequippedw ith n othin g but
the charm edm issilesof hisyouth,hiscourag e an dam bition ."381

H e took a room on lon g -term basis in a hotel in B om bay an dhadhis n am e en rolledin
the B om bay H ig h Court.The firstfew yearsw ere terribly frustratin g ,forn obriefs cam e
his w ay.B uthe k epta bold fron t,an d n oon e thatcam e in tocon tactw ith this youn g
an d in tellig en tbarrister could believ e thathe w as hav in g a difficulttim e."H e w ill

prefer to eathis heartaw ay in the w ildern ess an d retire in to frig id silen ce than play
secon d-fiddle toan ybody."382 A lw ays w ell-g room ed,he cuta distin g uished fig ure,for
he hada fin e appearan ce,an dw as im peccable in sartorial perfection ,a traithe k eptup
tothe lastdaysof hislife.M an y V iceroyssaidof him ,"H e isthe bestdressedg en tlem an
I hav e ev er m etin In dia".A frien d of his in troduced him to M acpherson ,the actin g
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A dv ocate-Gen eral of B om bay, w ho lik ed him im m en sely, an d in v ited him to w ork
un derhim ,a rare distin ction tobefall an In dian B arristerin those days.A ftersom e tim e
M acpherson recom m en dedJin n ah'sn am e toS irCharlesO llv ian t,the m em berin charg e
of the Judicial D epartm en t,w ho appoin ted him as tem porary P residen cy M ag istrate.

W hen the periodof tem porary appoin tm en tw as ov erS irO lliv an tofferedhim a hig her
job on Rs.1,500 a m on th,a prin cely salary in those days.The youn g m an than k ed S ir
O lliv an tforthe offer,butdeclin edit,"N o,than k you,S ir.Iw ill soon be able toearn that
m uch in a sin g le day." A n d thatday w as n otfar.Jin n ah's rise tofam e atthe B ar w as
phen om en al.A few yearslater,w hen Jin n ah m etS irO lliv an t,the latterw asv ery happy
athis success."H e con g ratulated m e on m y determ in ation an d courag e,sayin g thatI
haddon e w ell torefuse hisoffer."383

H e hada v ery hig h reputation forin teg rity an dfearlessn ess."Jin n ah hadalw ays,ev en
in his jun ior days,show n con siderable in depen den ce an d courag e.H e n ev er allow ed
him self tobe ov erborn e by the judg e or the opposin g coun sel."384 M an y an ecdotes are
relatedtothis day of his brillian ten coun ters w ith the judg es an dhis opposin g coun sel.
"A s a coun sel he has ev erhadhis headerect,un ruffledby the w orstcircum stan ces.H e
has been ourboldestadv ocate;n ojudg e can bully him .H e didn otbrook an in sult."385

H e had a flourishin g practice n ow ,an d he ask ed his ag in g father tocom e toB om bay

w ith his children .Jin n ahbhai accordin g ly cam e toB om bay an dhe an dhis fam ily took
up residen ce in a ren ted flatatKhadak in Khoja M ohalla, w here the busy youn g
M oham m ed A li v isited them ev ery S un day,prov idin g them w ith en oug h m on ey to
en able them toliv e a respectable life.H e w as tak in g in terestin politics,an dthose that
cam e in tocon tactw ith him recog n izedin him a risin g Titan of the future."P erchan ce it
is w ritten in the book of the future thathe ...m ay in som e g lorious an dterrible crisis of
ourn ation al strug g le passin toim m ortality asthe M azzin iof the In dian liberation ."386

In politics,Jin n ah show edin his early life that"H e hadan abhorren ce forv iolen ce an d
an ti-con stitution al m easures as a m ean s toachiev e political objectiv es."387 H is ideals in
the field of politics w ere stalw arts lik e D adabhoy N aoroji,Gok hale an d S uren dran ath
B an n erjee "H is ow n political v iew s had been shaped by Gok hale, D adabhoy,
S uren dran ath B an n erjee an dC.R.D as,w hom he adoptedas his political g urus an dfor
w hom he hadthe g reatestrespect."388 In 1906 the Con g resssession w as heldatCalcutta,
D adabhoy bein g elected topreside ov er it.Jin n ah w as w ith D adabhoy as his person al

secretary,an dboth stayedatthe Chow rin g hee H ouse of the M aharajah of D arbhan g a.
A tthisperiodof hispolitical career,Jin n ah w asa m em berof the Con g ressan dbeliev ed
thatS w araj couldbe w on throug h H in du-M uslim un ity.Gan dhireturn edtoIn dia from
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S outh A frica in 1914,an dJin n ah an dGan dhim etforthe firsttim e ata g arden party in
hon orof the latterg iv en by S irJehan g irB .P etit.The M uslim L eag ue cam e in tobein g in
1906,butJin n ah k eptaw ay from it.The S im la D eputation ,un derthe leadership of the
A g a Khan , had succeeded, as the M orley-M in to Reform s con ceded the prin ciple of

separate electorates tothe M uslim s.In 1910,atthe A llahabad session of the Con g ress,
Jin n ah m ov ed a resolution disapprov in g the prin ciple of separate represen tation ,
althoug h the resolution dem an ded'adequate represen tation 'forthe M uslim s.

A lthoug h he w as n ota form al m em berof the M uslim L eag ue,thatorg an ization look ed
up to Jin n ah for adv ice an d g uidan ce,an d in 1910 an d in 1911 he w as requested to
address the m eetin g s of the Coun cil of the all-In dia M uslim L eag ue.H e breathed in to
the deliberation s of the L eag ue the refreshin g air of dyn am ism an d prog ress.H e also

atten dedthe m eetin g of the Coun cil of the L eag ue in 1912,heldun derthe chairm an ship
of the A g a Khan ,w hen its Con stitution w as rev isedan dm ade m ore broad-based.This
m eetin g passed a resolution sayin g thatthe L eag ue believ ed in w ork in g for H in du-
M uslim un ity.Jin n ah felthappy thathis efforts had succeeded in brin g in g the L eag ue
an dCon g ressn eareron e an other.

W hen the A g a Khan resig n ed from the presiden tship of the M uslim L eag ue in 1912,

afterhav in g been in thatoffice forsix years,he w as succeededby Raja M oham m adA li
M oham m adKhan of M ahm udabadan dS yedW azirH asan w as electedas its S ecretary,
the cen tral office of the L eag ue bein g shiftedfrom A lig arh toL uck n ow .In S eptem ber,
1913,the L eag ue deputed M aulan a M oham m ad A li an d S yed W azir H asan to v isit
En g lan d in con n ection w ith an an cien t m osque at Caw n pore, w hich had been
dem olished un der Gov ern m en torders,g iv in g rise toan all-In dia ag itation am on g the
M uslim s ag ain stthis barbarous actof the Gov ern m en tof In dia.M aulan a M oham m ad
A li an d S yed W azir H asan called on Jin n ah,w ho w as atthattim e on a holiday in

E n g lan d,requestin g him tojoin the M uslim L eag ue,w hich he ag reedon con dition that
this w ouldn otin an y w ay "im ply ev en the shadow of disloyalty tothe larg ern ation al
cause tow hich hislife w asdedicated."389 Jin n ah w asn ow in a position toactasa bridg e
betw een the Con g ress an dthe L eag ue.H e atten dedthe Karachisession of the Con g ress
in D ecem ber1913,w hen he said,"You don otk n ow w hatpleasure itg iv es m e tostan d
on this platform in this city of Karachi,w here Iw as born ,w here Ihav e foun d by m y
side,afterm y arriv al in thiscity,person al frien dsw ith w hom Iplayedin m y boyhood".

The firstW orldW arbrok e outin 1914,an dasa con sequen ce of this the M uslim L eag ue
couldn otholditsan n ual session thatyear.In 1915,the Con g ressw as toholditssession
in B om bay,an dJin n ah decidedthatthe L eag ue m ustalsoholdits session in B om bay at
about the sam e tim e. L ord W illin g don , the Gov ern or of B om bay, helped the
adm in istrativ e m achin ery to putall obstacles in the w ay of the L eag ue holdin g its
an n ual session ,an dJin n ah took upthe challen g e.B ureaucracy w as flabberg astedatthe
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success of the join tCon g ress-L eag ue m eetin g in B om bay.Jin n ah m ov eda resolution in
the L eag ue session thata com m ittee be appoin tedtodraw a schem e of political reform s
for In dia.M aulan a A bul Kalam A zad,w how as atthattim e a m em ber of the M uslim
L eag ue,supportedthe resolution m ov edby hisleader,Jin n ah.The Con g ressalsosetup

a com m ittee forthe sam e purpose.In N ov em ber1916 the tw ocom m ittees m etjoin tly at
Calcutta an d drew up an ag reed draftof reform s,w hich cam e to be k n ow n as the
L uck n ow P act.Jin n ah g ota m em oran dum preparedtoback the Con g ress-L eag ue P act,
an dthis m em oran dum w as sig n edby the n in eteen m em bers of the Im perial L eg islativ e
Coun cil, an d cam e to be k n ow n as the M em oran dum of the N in eteen . This P act
accepted separate electorates as the basis of represen tation to the M uslim s in the
A ssem blies an d in the local bodies. P residin g ov er the B om bay P rov in cial P olitical
Con feren ce in 1916 atA hm adabad,Jin n ah said,"The core of the In dian problem is the

tran sferof pow erfrom the bureaucracy todem ocracy."The L uck n ow P actw as larg ely
in strum en tal in g iv in g shape tothe M on tag ue-Chelm sfordReform sof 1919.

O n the firstof S eptem ber,1916,D r.M rs.A n n ie B esan tlaun chedthe H om e Rule L eag ue,
an d Jin n ah join ed this L eag ue in 1917,becom in g the P residen tof the B om bay bran ch.
H e said,"A s P residen tof the H om e Rule L eag ue,Ican butrepeatthatall thatw e w an t
...isthe realization of the schem e of reform sadoptedatL uck n ow ".Jin n ah hadbeen first

electedtothe Im perial L eg islativ e Coun cil in 1909,an dhe w as on ce ag ain electedtothe
Coun cil from B om bay con stituen cy, defeatin g his riv al Rafiuddin A hm ed by a
com fortable m ajority.In the sam e year he w en tas the leader of a deputation join tly
appoin tedby the Con g ress an dL eag ue tov isitEn g lan dtoeducate the B ritish publicon
the n ecessity of g ran tin g toIn dia reform s on the lin es of the L uck n ow P act,back edby
the M em oran dum of the N in eteen .O therm em bers of the deputation w ere Tej B ahadur
S apru,S rin iv asa S astrian dS yedW azirH asan .The ag on y an dstrain of a prolon g edw ar
w as hav in g a shatterin g effecton the n erv es of ourforeig n rulers.O n the In dian scen e,

in the m ean tim e,Gan dhi w as slow ly risin g lik e a colossus an d from n ow on itw as
Jin n ah an d Gan dhi thatw ere to dom in ate In dian politics.The tw o w ere a study in
con trast."Gan dhiw as a v ision ary w ith a distin ction — show m an shipw as secon dn ature
to him .Jin n ah n ev er m in ced w ords ...Gan dhi speak s in riddles."390 W hen the W ar
Con feren ce w as held in D elhi on 30th A pril,1918,Jin n ah m ov ed a resolution for the
g ran tof con stitution al reform s toIn dia,lin k in g In dia's participation in the w ar efforts
w ith B ritain 's w illin g n ess or otherw ise tog ran treform s toIn dia.Gan dhi,on the other

han d,w holeheartedly supportedun con dition al recruitm en tof In dian s in the arm y an d
prom ised all-outsupportfor the w ar efforts. O n 8th July, 1918, the Gov ern m en t
publishedthe M on tag u-Chelm sfordReform s S chem e,an ditw as g reetedw ith a m ixed
reception .Jin n ah saidhe w as n otpreparedtosum m arily rejectthem ,"butthey m ay be
m odified upon further discussion ". The A rm istice sig n ed on 11th N ov em ber, 1918,
en dedthe FirstW orldW ar,an din D ecem berthe L eag ue an dthe Con g ressm etin D elhi,
the form er un der the chairm an ship of M aulv i Fazlul H aq an d the latter un der P an dit
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M adan M ohan M alav iya.W hile the L eag ue adopted a resolution ,partly acceptin g the
schem e of reform s, the Con g ress resolution rejected itin toto. In the w ak e of the

Con g ress decision ,an ti-Gov ern m en tdem on stration s w ere w itn essedin m an y cities an d
the Gov ern m en ten acted the m uch hated Row lattA ct.Jin n ah,opposin g this A ct,said

durin g the debate on the B ill,"M y firstg roun d is thatitis ag ain stthe fun dam en tal
prin ciple of law an djustice,n am ely,thatn om an shouldlose his liberty orbe depriv ed
of his liberty,w ithouta judicial trial in accordan ce w ith the acceptedrules of ev iden ce
an d procedure". Gan dhi issued his fam ous S atayag rah P ledg e, w hile Jin n ah, the
con stitution alist,appealedin an open lettertothe V iceroy tow ithdraw the an ti-people's
leg islation ."A Gov ern m en tthatpasses orsan ction s such a law in tim e of peace forfeits
its claim to be called a civ ilized Gov ern m en t." A s a protest, he resig n ed from the
Im perial L eg islativ e Coun cil.

Gan dhicalledforcom plete H artal on 6th A pril,1919,an dthere w ere riotson the streets
of m an y In dian cities. O n I Ith A pril a hug e crow d g athered ata police station in
A m ritsar,dem an din g the release of political leaders thathad been arrested.O n the
follow in g day the citizen s had called a protestm eetin g atJalian w alla B ag h.Gen eral
D w yerw as han ded the con trol of the city,an d he m ov ed his soldiers in toJallian w alla
B ag h w ith rifles, bayon ets an d m achin e-g un s. S om e tw en ty thousan d people w ere

presen t,an d Gen eral D w yer ordered his m en to fire on thatpeaceful crow d,w ithout
an y w arn in g ,"To teach these bloody In dian s a lesson ".M artial L aw w as clam ped all
ov erthe P un jab,an dM uslim s of thatprov in ce sufferedparticularly heav ily un derthis
brutal M artial L aw .In 1920,a W hite P aperw as issuedtothe B ritish P arliam en t,w hich
adm ittedthatM artial L aw hadbeen "in ten siv e".V illag es,such asN arw ar,M uridk e an d
Kam ok e w ere bom bed from the air an d the v illag e headm en ,M uslim s,flog g ed an d
w hipped publicly "for obstructiv e behav iour" an d "for their ow n pun ishm en tan d for
the edification of the v illag e".391 Jin n ah w as shock edbeyon dw ords atthe sufferin g s of

the M uslim s of the P un jab un der M artial L aw . "The M oham m adan com m un ity
especially suffered."392 W hile in dig n ation ag ain st Gen eral D w yer in In dia w as
m oun tin g , "an adm irin g public" in E n g lan d open ed a public subscription listan d
presen ted him w ith a purse. S ir V alen tin e Chirol w rote that w hilst the P un jab
Gov ern m en tw as still hag g lin g ov er doles to the w idow s an d orphan s of Jallian w alla
B ag h, the En g lish public w ere open in g their purses to fill the pock ets of Gen eral
D w yer.393 Jallian w alla costIn dia 2,000 liv es."B utsudden ly the P rophetof Rev olution

(Gan dhi)appearedtoturn pale.H e w as shock ed.H e adm ittedthathe hadblun dered;
con fessedthatthe blun derw as 'H im alayan '."394 A tthis tim e Gan dhiw as the topleader
both of the Con g ress an d the H om e Rule L eag ue,an d Jin n ah w as a m em ber of both
these org an ization s.H ow ev er,in protestag ain sta palpably w ron g rulin g by Gan dhi
from the Chair,Jin n ah resig n ed from the H om e Rule L eag ue on 3rdO ctober,1920.A t
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the N ag purS ession of the Con g ress,Gan dhi m ov edhis resolution of n on -cooperation ,
w hich w as supported by m ostof the deleg ates.Jin n ah rose to oppose the resolution ,
an d as soon as he had said,"Irise tooppose the resolution ...",hootin g ,shoutin g an d
catcalls drow n edhis v oice.L ik e a brav e m an ,he persistedan din the en dsucceededin

addressin g thathostile g atherin g of fifty thousan d.H e had w on their adm iration as a
brav e fig hter,butfailedtow in theirv ote.In a publicm eetin g atB om bay,a few m on ths
after the N ag pur S ession ,Jin n ah said,"Iam sure he is tak in g the coun try to a w ron g
chan n el".A fter the N ag pur session ,Jin n ah resig n ed from the Con g ress.Jin n ah w as
prov in g tobe rig ht,as he had said thatin ask in g people toresortton on -v iolen tn on -
cooperation ,"w e are forg ettin g hum an n ature",as there w ere bloody riots,lootin g an d
arson all ov er the coun try. A n all-parties con feren ce w as con v en ed in B om bay in
Jan uary 1922,w ith Jin n ah as on e of the three secretaries.This con feren ce dem an dedthe

repeal of the Crim in al L aw A m en dm en ts, an d the S editious M eetin g s A ct an d
dem an ded a Roun d Table Con feren ce betw een the Gov ern m en ton the on e han d an d
the Con g ressan dthe L eag ue on the other.

M oham m edA liJin n ah hadm arriedEm ibaiin 1892,w hen he w as on ly sixteen ,an dshe
diedon ly a few m on ths aftertheirm arriag e,w hile he w as a studen tin L on don .Itw as
n ow 1917,an d he w as already forty-on e,an d had rem ain ed all alon g a bachelor after

the death of his firstw ife.B utin 1917,he fell in lov e w ith a v ery beautiful,youn g P arsi
lady,Rattan bai,daug hter of S ir D in shaw an d L ady P etit.They w ere m arried on 18th
A pril,1918,atCalcutta."M iss Rattan bai,on ly daug hterof S irD in shaw P etit,yesterday
un derw en tcon v ersion toIslam ,an dis today tobe m arriedtothe H on .M .A .Jin n ah."395

S he w as as beautiful as she w as a talen tedan dan accom plishedperson ."There is n ota
w om an in the w orldtoday toholda can dle toherforbeauty an dcharm ."396 Rattan bai
bore Jin n ah on ly on e child,a daug hter,D in a,w ho w as born on 15th A ug ust,1919.
Rattan baidiedin 1928."Ruttie w as k een ly in terestedin all this political w ork of Jin n ah,

participated fully in the discussion s an d hoped thatthe coun try w ould g etn ear to
S w araj."397

In 1923,seek in g election tothe Im perial Coun cil from B om bay,the Q uaid-e-A zam ,in
his election appeal w rote,"M y sole objectis toserv e the cause of the com m un ity as best
as Ican ."H e w as electedw ithouta con test.In M ay 1924,an open session of the L eag ue
w as held atL ahore,atw hich the Q uaid presided.In his presiden tial address he said,

"S w araj is in terchan g eable w ith H in du-M uslim un ity". Gan dhi said in a separate
statem en t,"Iag ree w ith M r.Jin n ah thatH in du-M uslim un ity m ean s S w araj".In July,
1925 there w ere bloody com m un al riots in D elhi,Calcutta an d A llahabad,an d they
con tin uedtoplag ue the political life of the coun try form an y years subsequen tly.W hen
in N ov em ber 1927 the S ecretary of S tate for In dia an n oun ced the appoin tm en tof the
S im on Com m ission ,w hich w as to v isitIn dia an d then subm itits report,the Q uaid
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protestedan g rily,asitdidn otin clude a sin g le In dian .A thisin stan ce,a protestm eetin g
w as heldin B om bay on 19th N ov em ber,1927,in w hich the Q uaidm ov ed a resolution
w hich, inter alia, stated, "The S tatutory Com m ission , w hich has been an n oun ced,is

un acceptable tothe peoplesof In dia".The S im on Com m ission lan dedatB om bay on 3rd

February,1928,an d itw as g reeted w ith black flag dem on stration s,w herev er itw en t.
"S im on Go B ack ",w as the slog an they heard in all the cities they v isited.The S im on
Com m ission left In dia on 31st M arch, 1928, em pty-han ded, boycotted n ot on ly
politically butalsosocially,theirm ission un accom plished.

A tthe in itiation of the Q uaid,a m eetin g w as con v en ed of all the im portan tM uslim
leaders at D elhi on 20th M arch, 1927, w hich un an im ously adopted a resolution ,
em bodyin g the M uslim dem an dsin sofarasthe n ew schem e of reform sw ascon cern ed.

P raisin g the w ork of Q uaid-e-A zam atthis con feren ce,M .C.Chag la said,"Itw as the
m ag icw an dthatJin n ah alon e can w ieldthatbroug htaboutw hatseem edan im possible
achiev em en t".The D elhi resolution ,w hich cam e to be k n ow n as "M uslim P roposals
un der the leadership of Jin n ah", receiv ed a m ixed reception am on g the H in dus.
Ultim ately,the M adrasS ession of the Con g ressreferredthem toa com m ittee,k n ow n as
the N ehru (M otilal) Com m ittee.The N ehru Reportw en tag ain stthe D elhi proposals,
an dthe M uslim L eag ue rejectedthe N ehru ReportatitsD elhiS ession in M arch,1929,in

w hich the Q uaid-e-A zam en un ciatedhis fam ous "Fourteen P oin ts".In M ay of the sam e
year, the L abour P arty w on the g en eral election s an d w as ask ed to form the
Gov ern m en t,w ith Ram say M acD on ald as P rim e M in ister.In O ctober,L ord Irw in ,the
V iceroy of In dia,issueda statem en tthatthe B ritish Gov ern m en tw an tedtoascertain the
opin ion of In dian leaders on the future reform s, before itm ade its ow n decision
reg ardin g them . The Q uaid, in a public statem en t, said, "W e trust that the
represen tativ es of In dia w how ill be in v itedtom eetH is M ajesty's Gov ern m en tw ill be
such as w ill com m an d the con fiden ce of the people of In dia". The outcom e of the

V iceroy's statem en tw as the con v en in g of the Roun d Table Con feren ces in L on don ,at
the firstof w hich the Q uaidw as in v itedtospeak on behalf of the M uslim s of In dia.In
on e of hisopen in g speeches,on 20th N ov em ber,1930,he said,"Iam g ladw e are here to
w itn essthe birth of a N ew D om in ion of In dia There isn oton e section in In dia thathas
n otem phatically declared thatIn dia m usthav e a full m easure of self-g ov ern m en t...
The M ussalm an s dem an dsafeg uards fortheircom m un ity".The Q uaid-e-A zam played
a dom in an trole atthe FirstRoun dTable Con feren ce in the in terests of In dia in g en eral,

an don behalf of the M uslim s in particular.S arojin iN aidu w rote abouthis w ork atthe
Roun d Table Con feren ce,"Jin n ah's extraordin ary pow ers of persuasion ,his lum in ous
exposition ,his searchin g arg um en ts,an dhis im peccable judg m en tare rev ealedattheir
best,w hen he g races a com m ittee w ith his aug ustpresen ce"."The M uslim s v ery rig htly
follow ed an d g av e their full con fiden ce to Jin n ah."398 A fter the FirstRoun d Table
Con feren ce,the Q uaiddecidedtostay in E n g lan dan dpractice before the P riv y Coun cil,
g iv in g uphispolitical activ itiesin In dia,tem porarily.
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The Q uaid,how ev er,return ed to In dia in A pril,1934,an d w as on ce ag ain activ ely
en g ag ed in politics,an d presidin g ov er a m eetin g of the Coun cil of the L eag ue in the
sam e m on th,he said,"M uslim s are in n o w ay behin d an y other com m un ity in their

dem an dforn ation al self-g ov ern m en t".In O ctober1934,he w asag ain elected,w ithouta
con test,as M em berof the Cen tral A ssem bly,an dleaderof the In depen den tP arty in the
A ssem bly, m ost of w hom w ere M uslim s. O n 7th February, 1935, he said in the
A ssem bly, "I w as n otin v ited to the later sittin g s of the Roun d Table Con feren ce,
because I w as the stron g est oppon en t of the Federal S chem e." H is M ajesty's
Gov ern m en tg av e assen ton 2n d July,1935,tothe Gov ern m en tof In dia A ct,1935.The
Q uaid com m en ted in O ctober 1935,"The con stitution has been forcedupon us".W hen
the election s w ere to be foug htin February 1937 un der the Gov ern m en tof In dia A ct,

1935,the M uslim L eag ue,un derthe leadership of the Q uaid-e-A zam ,forthe firsttim e
in its history, con stituted a Cen tral P arliam en tary B oard to fig htthe election s. The
Con g resssecuredabsolute m ajoritiesin fiv e outof the elev en prov in ces,an dthe L eag ue
didn otfare sow ell,w in n in g 108 outof 484 M uslim seats.The Con g ress assum edoffice
in those prov in ces,an dsoon itw asclearthatthe Con g resshadbecom e in toxicatedw ith
the w in e of pow er.Jaw aharlal N ehru,its P residen t,beg an toissue arrog an tstatem en ts
tothe press,as if the Con g ress w as the on ly party thatm attered.The Q uaid retorted,

"H e seem s to carry the respon sibility of the w hole w orld on his shoulders an d m ust
pok e hisn ose in ev erythin g ,exceptm in din g hisow n busin ess".The headquartersof the
M uslim L eag ue w en ton receiv in g g riev an ces from M uslim s from all ov erIn dia ag ain st
the in equities an din justices perpetratedby Con g ress m in istries on the M uslim s in their
respectiv e prov in ces.O n 20th M arch,1928,the L eag ue appoin teda com m ittee tog oin to
these g riev an ces. The com m ittee w as headed by the Raja of P irpur, an d its report,
k n ow n as the P irpur Report,w as a scathin g con dem n ation of the Con g ress rule in all
the prov in ces,w here they w ere in pow er.S ubhas Chan dra B ose w as n ow the P residen t

of the Con g ress,an d a len g thy correspon den ce w as exchan g ed betw een him an d the
Q uaid-e-A zam , w ho in sisted that the tw o org an ization s could m eet to settle
outstan din g disputes on ly on the basis thatthe L eag ue represen ts the M uslim s an dthe
Con g ressrepresen tsthe H in dus.B ose w rote tothe Q uaid,"The W ork in g Com m ittee are
n otin a position todoan ythin g furtherin the direction of startin g n eg otiation s w ith the
L eag ue".1 The lastopportun ity for a settlem en tof the H in du-M uslim problem w as
m issed. "H ad the Con g ress han dled the L eag ue m ore tactfully after the election s,

P ak istan m ig htn ev er hav e com e in to bein g ."399 A tthis tim e, as alw ays, Jaw aharlal
N ehru w as playin g a dom in an trole in the Con g ress an d he said,"There are on ly tw o
parties in the coun try— the Con g ress an dthe B ritish".The Q uaidthun deredin protest,
"N o.There isa thirdparty— the M ussalm an s."

From n ow on the popularity of the M uslim L eag ue w as spreadin g fastan dw ide,an dit
had becom e a pow erful an d w ell-org an ized m ass political party. A tthe L uck n ow
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S ession in O ctober,1937,the L eag ue authorized its P residen t,the Q uaid-e-A zam ,"to
tak e all n ecessary steps toform a M uslim L eag ue P arty in the Cen tral L eg islature," as
alsotosetup such parties in prov in cial leg islatures.The M uslim s w ere on the m arch.
They n olon g erlook edupon them selv es as a m in ority,w hich hadtobeg forsafeg uards

an d con cession s.D ue todifferen ces w ith the Gov ern ors ov er the in terpretation of the
A ct,Con g ressm in istriesresig n edon 22n dO ctober,1939,an dthe Q uaidcalledupon the
M uslim stoobserv e 22n dD ecem ber,1939,as"The D ay of D eliv eran ce".O n 22n dM arch,
1940,the historicsession of the M uslim L eag ue m etin L ahore,w ith the Q uaid-e-A zam
in the chair,w hen the fam ous P ak istan Resolution w as un an im ously adopted,w hich,
inter alia,stated,"The N orth-W estern an dEastern Zon es of In dia shouldbe g roupedto

con stitute 'In depen den tS tates',in w hich con stituen tun its shall be auton om ous an d
sov ereig n .''A fterthe S ession ,the Q uaidtoldhis S ecretary,"Iqbal is n om ore am on g us.

B uthadhe been aliv e,he w ouldhav e been happy tok n ow thatw e didexactly w hathe
w an tedustodo."

The S econ d W orld W ar had brok en outin 1937,an d in 1940 the fortun es of w ar w ere
g oin g heav ily ag ain stthe A llies,an dthere w ere forebodin g s aboutthe future of In dia.
O n 8th A ug ust,1940,the V iceroy m ade his offer,w hich has com e tobe k n ow n as "The
A ug ustO ffer".The W ork in g Com m ittee of the L eag ue,m eetin g in B om bay from 31st

A ug ustto 2n d S eptem ber,resolv ed,"The com m ittee n ote w ith satisfaction thatH is
M ajesty's Gov ern m en thav e,on the w hole,practically m etthe dem an d of the M uslim
L eag ue ...The M uslim L eag ue ag ain m ak es its position clearthatthe M uslim s of In dia
are a n ation by them selv es."B utin S eptem berof the sam e year,the L eag ue rejectedthe
A ug ustoffer.In the m ean tim e Japan had en tered the W ar ag ain stthe allies,an d this
posed a real dan g er to the defen ce of In dia.The B ritish Gov ern m en tw as,therefore,
m ostan xious toobtain the un itedsupportof all parties in pursuan ce of the w areffort.
The W ork in g Com m ittee of the L eag ue,m eetin g in D ecem ber 1941 resolv ed thatthey

w ere w illin g toshoulderthe burden of the defen ce of the coun try,prov ided,"real share
an drespon sibility is g iv en in the authority of the Gov ern m en tin the cen tre an din the
prov in ces". O n 22n d M arch, 1942, S ir S tafford Cripps v isited In dia on a political
m ission .Cripps m ade a declaration ,w hich "w en tsom e w ay tom eetthe M uslim case,
butn otfaren oug h.Tothe Con g ress m in ds,on the otherhan d,itw en tm uch toofar."400

The M uslim L eag ue resolv ed atA llahabad in A pril 1942, "W hile expressin g their
g ratification thatthe possibility of P ak istan is recog n ized by im plication ...reg retthat

the proposals ...are n otopen toan y m odification ...The Com m ittee hav e n oaltern ativ e,
buttosay thatthe proposalsin theirpresen tform are un acceptable."O n 24th D ecem ber,
1943,presidin g ov er the Karachi session of the L eag ue,the Q uaid said,"W e hav e g ot
m illion s behin dus,w e hav e g otourflag an dourplatform ;an dw hatis m ore,w e hav e
n ow defin ite g oal of P ak istan ...You can n otbreak us the B ritish m ustdiv ide an dquit."
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The Q uaid, in spite of his adv an cin g years an d failin g health, w as cov erin g the
subcon tin en tlik e a storm on tw o leg s,org an izin g the M uslim s,m ak in g them realize
theirultim ate destin y w as P ak istan .A ddressin g A lig arh studen ts on 10th M arch,1944,
he said,"W e are g ettin g n earer an d n earer our g oal." In order toresolv e the deadlock

betw een the Con g ress an d the L eag ue, frequen tm eetin g s took place betw een the
Q uaid-e-A zam an d Gan dhi from 9th to 27th S eptem ber,1944,atthe residen ce of the
Q uaid in B om bay.B utthe talk s en ded in failure,an d the Q uaid issued a statem en t,"I
am con v in ced thatthe true w elfare n oton ly of M uslim s butof the restof In dia lies in
the div ision of In dia,as proposedin the L ahore Resolution ".Gan dhiw rote,"L etitbe a
partition as betw een tw o brothers,if a div ision there m ustbe".This show ed thatthe
Con g ressH ig h Com m an dw asslow ly v eerin g roun dtoacceptin g the in exorable log icof
P ak istan .Explain in g the reason s for the failure of the talk s,L ouis Fischer w rote,"The

w all betw een Gan dhian dJin n ah w asthe tw o-n ation theory."401

The W arw asn ow g oin g fav orably forthe A llies,an dL ordW av ed,the V iceroy of In dia,
sen ta m em oran dum toH is M ajesty's Gov ern m en t,w hich the Gov ern m en tcon sidered
to be rev olution ary in its con cept.B y this tim e,the Con g ress P arty con solidated its
position in the Cen tral A ssem bly un derthe leadershipof B hulabhaiD esai.L ordW av ell
v isitedEn g lan d,an don his return issueda statem en tthathe w as in v itin g a Con feren ce

of In dian leaders w ith a v iew to form an Executiv e Coun cil,w hich w ould "in clude
equal proportion s of caste H in dus an d M uslim s." The con feren ce thattook place on
25th Jun e,1944,atS im la has com e tobe k n ow n as "The S im la Con feren ce",an ditfailed
toachiev e its objectiv e."The S im la Con feren ce affordeda lastopportun ity tothe forces
of n ation alism tofig hta rear-g uardaction topreserv e the in teg rity of the coun try,an d
w hen the battle w as lostthe w av es of com m un alism quick ly en g ulfed it.O n ly the
H obson 'schoice of partition w as left."402

W hile the S im la Con feren ce w as g oin g on , the political scen e in E n g lan d w as
un derg oin g a chan g e.The W arCabin etof Churchill han dedov erthe seal of office tothe
L abour P rim e M in ister, Clem en t A ttlee, an d L ord P ethick L aw ren ce becam e the
S ecretary of S tate forIn dia.

B y the en d of D ecem ber 1945,election s w ere held for the Cen tral A ssem bly,in w hich
the L eag ue,fig htin g on the basis of P ak istan ,w on all the seats,securin g 87 percen tof

the M uslim v otes cast.The Q uaiddeclaredthatM uslim s all ov erIn dia w ouldcelebrate
IIth Jan uary,1946,as "V ictory D ay".In the beg in n in g of 1946,the Q uaidappoin tedan
E lection Com m ittee of sev en ,w ith m yself as its S ecretary,torun the election s of all the
35 M uslim seats for the S in dh L eg islativ e A ssem bly.The on ly M uslim w om an 's seat
w as w on , w ithouta con test, by M rs. Jen ubai G. A llan a, an d w e w ere con fiden tof
w in n in g ov er 30 other seats,the m ostdifficultseem ed to be the D adu con stituen cy,
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w here the L eag ue n om in ee,Kazi M uham m ad A k bar of H yderabad,w as con testin g
ag ain stthe sittin g m em ber G.M .S yed,a pow erful S yed an d P ir of the D istrict.The
Q uaid had g iv en m e en oug h m on ey to help our can didates,an d on ce ag ain g av e m e
som e m ore m on ey on his secon dv isittoKarachi,abouttw ow eek s before the election s.

H e saiditw as im portan tthatw e w in in the con stituen cy of G.M .S yed,as the w hole of
In dia w as w atchin g the resultof thatelection w ith g reatin terest.H e g av e m e partin g
adv ice,"A lthoug h the election sare crucial,yetyou shouldsee toitthatw e don otresort
todishon estm ethods ...Idon otw an tyou tobribe the v oters.ThatIw ill n ev erforg iv e
...Thatis dishon esty.Ipreferdefeattodishon esty."Ifollow edthe Q uaid's in struction s
tothe letter,an dw e w on all the M uslim seatsin the S in dh A ssem bly.

O n 24th M arch,1946,the Cabin etM ission reached In dia.O n 4th A pril,the Q uaid m et

the m em bers of the M ission in D elhi.In ordertodem on strate tothe M ission thaten tire
M uslim In dia w as behin d the dem an d for P ak istan ,the Q uaid called a m eetin g of all
M uslim m em bers of the Cen tral an dP rov in cial A ssem blies,w hohadbeen return edon
the L eag ue tick et.The con v en tion startedits deliberation s on 9th A pril,1946,an dH .S .
S uhraw ardy m ov edthe m ain resolution ,w hich w as un an im ously adopted,sayin g that
P ak istan w as the on ly salv ation forthe M uslim s of In dia.A tthe en dof the con v en tion ,
the Q uaid said,"W ithoutpolitical pow er,how can you defen d your faith an d your

econ om iclife?"

The Cabin etM ission calleda con feren ce atS im la on 5th M ay of fourL eag ue n om in ees,
headed by the Q uaid,an d four Con g ress n om in ees.O n the 15th,the Cabin etM ission
issueda statem en t,w hich w asv irtually an apolog y fortheirfailure.

O n 6th Jun e,1946,the Q uaidcon v en eda m eetin g of the Coun cil of the L eag ue in D elhi
to tak e m om en tous decision s. Itresolv ed thatthe schem e of the Cabin etM ission

accepted by im plication the P ak istan S chem e,thatthe M uslim L eag ue should w ork in
the con stitution -m ak in g body, an d w ithdraw , if subsequen tev en ts w arran ted the
tak in g of such a step.The W ork in g Com m ittee of the L eag ue decided toobserv e 16th
A ug ust,1946,as "D irectA ction D ay".The com m un al situation in the coun try w as fast
deterioratin g an dm assk illin g sw ere the orderof the day.W itn essin g the trag edy of the
M uslim s of B ihar,"he (Gan dhi)con fessed he w as shak en in his belief in the plig hted
w ord of the B ihari H in dus after w hathe had seen thatm orn in g ."403 O n 25th O ctober,

1946,the M uslim L eag ue decided toen ter the In terim Cabin etatthe Cen tre.W ith the
en try of L eag ue n om in ees in the In terim Gov ern m en t,P ak istan seem edw ell w ithin the
g rasp of M uslim In dia."W hatw as in distin ctappears n ow in full g low ,an d w hatw as
n am eless has tak en a n am e."404 O n 2n d D ecem ber,1946,in respon se to an in v itation
receiv ed,the Q uaid,L iaquatA li Khan ,Jaw aharlal N ehru an d B aldev S in g h reached
L on don tohold talk s w ith the S ecretary of S tate reg ardin g In dia's political future.The
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talk s did n otsucceed, an d on 20th February, 1947, P rim e M in ister A ttlee issued a
statem en tsayin g , "Itis our defin ite in ten tion . ... to effectthe tran sfer of pow er to
respon sible In dian han dsby a date n otlaterthan Jun e,1948."

O n 24th M arch 1947,L ord M oun tbatten took ov er as the V iceroy of In dia from L ord
W av ell,specifically charg edw ith the task of han din g ov erpow erin In dia by Jun e 1948.
The n ew V iceroy in v ited the Q uaid an d Gan dhi for talk s,as a resultof w hich both
issuedan appeal tostopcom m un al riots.A ta priv ate din n ertothe Q uaidan dhissister,
M iss Fatim a Jin n ah,the Q uaid said,"The Con g ress w an tto in heritev erythin g ,they
w ouldev en acceptD om in ion S tatus todepriv e m e of P ak istan ."405 The V iceroy w en tto
En g lan d for person al talk s,an d arm ed w ith the v iew s of H is M ajesty 's Gov ern m en t,
return edtoD elhi on 31stM ay,1947.The V iceroy obtain edthe con sen tof all parties to

w hatis n ow k n ow n as the 3rdJun e 1947 P lan ,an dthe Q uaidexplain edfrom the D elhi
S tation of A ll-In dia Radiothe M uslim L eag ue poin tof v iew reg ardin g this plan ,atthe
en dof w hich,he said,outside his w ritten text,"P ak istan Zin dabad".The Coun cil of the
L eag ue,m eetin g on 9th Jun e,expressed approv al of the Cabin etM ission P lan ,an d
authorizedthe Q uaidton eg otiate on behalf of the L eag ue.

In the m ean tim e itw asdecidedthatthe B ritish w ouldhan dov erpow erin In dia on 15th

A ug ust, 1947, an d H is M ajesty's Gov ern m en t g ot busy draftin g the In dian
In depen den ce B ill to place before the P arliam en tfor approv al. W hile the Con g ress
decided thatL ord M oun tbatten w ould con tin ue to be In dia's firstGov ern or-Gen eral,
the M uslim L eag ue un an im ously resolv ed that Q uaid-e-A zam w ould be the first
Gov ern or-Gen eral of P ak istan . The In dian In depen den ce B ill, in troduced in the
P arliam en ton 4th July,1947,w as adoptedon 15th July,an dreceiv edthe Royal A ssen t
on 18th July.P ow erw astobe tran sferredtoIn dia an dP ak istan on 15th A ug ust,1947.

The question of draw in g up the boun daries of the P un jab an d B en g al w as referred to
tw o B oun dary Com m ission s, of both of w hich S ir Cyril Radcliffe w as appoin ted
Chairm an .The H in du an d M uslim m em bers of the tw o Com m ission s did n otag ree
am on g them selv es,an d Radcliff g av e his in fam ous Radcliffe A w ard,w hereby m an y
parts of the P un jab w hich should hav e com e to P ak istan ,accordin g to the term s of
referen ce of the Com m ission ,w ere dishon estly g iv en to In dia.There w as referen dum
both in the N orth-W estern Fron tierP rov in ce an din S y lhet,a D istrictof A ssam ,both of

w hich ov erw helm in g ly v otedforP ak istan .

The ev en ts of the lastfew years had crow ded the life of the Q uaid w ith on e g lorious
chapterafteran other,his im m ortality in the pag es of history hav in g been assuredin his
lifetim e."The Q uaid-e-A zam 's brillian tan d epoch-m ak in g career,so un tim ely en ded,
reached its sum m itin these m om en tous years of 1946 an d 1947.N ow he belon g s to
history;an dhis m em ory is im perishable.O f all the statesm en thatIhav e k n ow n in m y
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life— Clem en ceau, L loyd Georg e, Churchill, Curzon , M ussolin i, M ahatm a Gan dhi—
Jin n ah is the m ostrem ark able.N on e of these m en in m y v iew outshon e him in stren g th
of character,an dthatalm ostun can n y com bin ation of pre-scien ce an dresolution w hich
isstatecraft."406

O n 5th A ug ust,1947,L ordM oun tbatten hada priv ate m eetin g w ith the Q uaid-e-A zam .
Tw odays later,the Q uaidleftD elhian dflew in toKarachi,w here he w as born sev en ty-
on e years ag o,totak e up his respon sibilities as the firstGov ern or-Gen eral of P ak istan .
O n the 11th,the Con stituen tA ssem bly of P ak istan m etforthe firsttim e in Karachi,an d
all of usin the g alleriesfeltw e w ere w itn essin g the firstw ordsbein g w ritten on the first
pag e of the history of a n ew ly born in depen den tcoun try, P ak istan . The A ssem bly
un an im ously elected the Q uaid as its P residen t.L iaquatA li Khan m ov ed a resolution ,

w hich w as adoptedam idstthun derous applause con ferrin g on M .A .Jin n ah the title of
"Q uaid-e-A zam ".O n the 13th,L ord M oun tbatten flew in to Karachi.O n 14th A ug ust,
1947,the Q uaid,accom pan ied by M iss Fatim a Jin n ah,drov e in S tate to the A ssem bly
buildin g ,w here L ord M oun tbatten ,on behalf of H is M ajesty's Gov ern m en t,han ded
ov er pow er tothe Q uaid in a sym boliccerem on y.Tous,P ak istan is,itw as our day of
in depen den ce;tothe Q uaid,itw as the day of fulfillm en t.H e k n ew the destin ation had
been reached,butthe strug g le w asby n om ean sov er.

D urin g the few m on ths,precedin g partition ,there had been terrible H in du-M uslim
riots, resultin g in en orm ous casualties on both sides. The air w as still thick w ith
com m un al fren zy.The sufferin g of the M uslim s can be im ag in ed from w hatM aulan a
A bul Kalam A zad w rites aboutD elhi M uslim s, "I foun d the M uslim s com pletely
dem oralizedan dsufferin g from a sen se of utterhelplessn essTheir life an d property
w ere n olon g ersafe...."407 "Gan dhiw as horrifiedby the g ory spectacle w hich the capital
presen ted."408 In dia had played a dishon orable role ov er the question of the future

accession of Kashm ir,an dthe M uslim s of thatun happy v alley g roan edun derthe boots
of the D og ra an d In dian soldiers. The atrocious an ti-M uslim attitude of In dia in
H yderabad,D eccan ,hadw oun dedthe sen tim en ts of P ak istan .Throug h fraud,aidedby
m ilitary action ,In dia hadusurpedJun ag adh,M an av adhar,an dM an g rol.P ak istan w as
startin g from scratch,an d In dia w as doin g ev erythin g itcould tom ak e P ak istan 's life
im possible.P ak istan hadtobe upon herfeet.A ll these w ere stupen doustask s,an dthey
w eig hed heav ily on the Q uaid's m in d,w how as pasthis prim e an d in a poor state of

health.

In Jun e,1948,exhaustedan dw orn out,he leftKarachi,un derdoctors'adv ice,forrestat
Q uetta.O n 1stJuly,1948,he perform ed the open in g cerem on y of the S tate B an k of
P ak istan ,an d w e w ho heard him on thatoccasion w ere shock ed to observ e the poor
state of hishealth.A fterfiv e days'stay in Karachi,he return edtoQ uetta,from w here he
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w as rem ov ed to Ziaratafter som e days.Tow ards the en d of July,his con dition g av e
cause forseriousan xiety,an dCol.IlahiB ux,an em in en tphysician of L ahore,w ascalled
tobe in atten dan ce on him .The doctors,on exam in ation ,foun dhe w as sufferin g from
an in fection of the lun g s.They said he m usthav e been sufferin g from itfor ov er tw o

years,buthe justdidn othav e tim e tocon sultdoctors an dlook afterhis health,he w as
som uch absorbed in his w ork for the M uslim s of In dia.O n 13th A ug ust,there w as a
sw ellin g on hisfeet,an dhisbloodpressure w asv ery low .The doctorsg othim rem ov ed
toQ uetta.In the firstdays of S eptem ber,the doctors foun dhe hadv ery little chan ce of
surv iv al.O n 11th S eptem ber,1948,he w asflow n in a V ik in g from Q uetta toKarachi.A t
aboutten , the sam e n ig ht, w hile sleepin g peacefully in his bed in the Gov ern or-
Gen eral'sH ouse in Karachi,he breathedhislast.

Iw asam on g the firsttoarriv e.A sIlook edatthe plain w hite sheetof cloth thatcov ered
hisbody,Irealizedthatthe n ation ,hardly on e yearold,hadbeen orphan edon thatday.
I realized the g reatestpolitical leader thatthe M uslim s of this subcon tin en thad
producedhadpassedaw ay.H e leftusata tim e,w hen w e n eededhim som uch.
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HIS HIGHNESS THE AGA KHAN

(1877—1957)

S ultan M ahom ed S hah,g en erally k n ow n as H is Royal H ig hn ess P rin ce A g a Khan III,
cam e from a v ery illustriousfam ily,w hich hasleftitsm ark in the pag esof history."O ur
fam ily claim sdirectdescen tfrom the P rophetM oham m adthroug h hisdaug hterFatim a
an dhisbelov edson -in -law A li;an dw e are alsodescen dedfrom the Fatim ite Caliphs of
Eg ypt."409 H e w asem in en tly suited,by v irtue of hisn oble descen t,totak e a leadin g part
in the serv ice of Islam ,an d he did spen d a lifetim e ren derin g yeom an serv ices to the

M uslim s of In dia an dof the w orld."D irectdescen dan tof the P rophetM oham m adan d
spiritual headof m illion sof Ism ailian s...B luestof blue bloodflow sin hisv ein s H e is
a P rin ce descen ded from the A rab fam ily of H asham an d the tribe of Koraish,m uch
olderthan the B ourbon s an dthe B run sw ick sin Europe.H e em bodies the spiritof those
w hom ade fam ous in history an d in leg en d Toledo,Cairo,Cordov a,an d B ag hdad."410

B orn in In dia ata tim e w hen n ation alism w as the m ov in g spiritbehin d In dian public
life,he dev elopedfrom an early ag e,paradoxically speak in g ,an in tern ation al outlook .
"H e has n otcon fin edhim self tothe n arrow outlook of n ation alism .H e has recog n ized

thatthese are days of in tern ation alism ,an dthis has broaden edhis sphere of activ ities,
g ain in g him a reputation as a rem ark able person ality of n ote such as n oA siatichas so
far achiev ed or has ev en aspired to achiev e."411 H is position in life an d his in fluen ce
w ith m an y outstan din g fig ures of the in tern ation al con tem porary political scen e hav e
succeededin leav in g a leg en dary m em ory of his life an dw ork ."L loydGeorg e saidthat
the A g a Khan w as on e of the bestin form ed m en he had ev er m et. H is g en eral
in form ation w as aston ishin g . H e w as extraordin arily w ell read an d possessed an

in tim ate acquain tan ce w ith in tern ation al affairsin all partsof the w orld.H e w asw idely
trav elledan dw as alw ays run n in g roun dthe capitals of Europe,in all of w hich he had
in fluen tial in tim ates.H is m ean s of securin g in form ation w ere rem ark able.H e seem ed
to hav e touched upon all bran ches of literature an d to be w ell v ersed in scien ce.
A ltog ethera v ery extraordin ary person ."412

The history of the A g a Khan fam ily in In dia beg in s from the year 1842, w hen his

g ran dfather, A g a Khan I, A g a H asan A ly S hah, reached S in dh w ith his ban d of
follow ersfrom Kan dhar,asa political refug ee.H e hadm arriedthe daug hterof the S hah
of Iran an dw as the Gov ern orof Q um an dM ehallat.H is rapidrise toem in en ce,w hich
culm in ated in his bein g appoin ted as Com m an der-in -Chief, roused the jealousy of
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m an y m in isters an d m em bers of the royal fam ily.H is bitteresten em y w as the P rim e
M in ister,w hose open hostility had com pelled him to resortto open rebellion in self-
defen ce.B ut,faced w ith ov erpow erin g odds,he thoug htitsafer to leav e the coun try,
an dw ith this en din v iew he leftP ersia forA fg han istan w ith hisfam ily an dthose of his

trusted soldiers as w ere prepared to puttheir faith in his future fortun e as a soldier
P rin ce.A fterstayin g in A fg han istan forsom e tim e,he an dhis retin ue arriv edin S in dh.
The S hah of P ersia w as alarm ed atthe presen ce of the pow erful A g a Khan in S in dh,
w hich is n ear the borders of P ersia,an d the Gov ern m en tof P ersia protested to the
B ritish an drequestedthem torem ov e him toa place farfrom theirborders.The B ritish
yielded,an dA g a Khan IsetoutforB om bay on 7th O ctober,1844.O n the in sisten ce of
the Gov ern m en tof P ersia, he w as ask ed to leav e B om bay an d to settle dow n in
Calcutta,tow hich he reluctan tly ag reed.B utin N ov em ber 1848,itw as ag reed thathe

could return to B om bay,an offer w hich he readily accepted an d m ade B om bay his
perm an en thom e thereafter.H e died in A pril 1881 an d w as buried atH asan abad in
B om bay.

H e w as succeeded by his eldest son , A ly S hah, w ho on assum in g his father's
respon sibilities cam e to be in v ested w ith the title of A g a Khan II. Educated un der
em in en tscholarsof P ersian an dA rabic,he learn tthe H oly Q uran an dbecam e proficien t

in the tw o lan g uag es.H e helped to org an ize the M uslim s of B om bay,an d w hen the
B om bay M oham m adan N ation al A ssociation w as form ed, he w as elected its first
presiden t.This m ark s the firstev en tw hen the A g a Khan fam ily beg an totak e in terest
an diden tify them selv es w ith publicaffairs of the lan dof theirresiden ce.H e m arrieda
g ran d-daug hterof S hah Fateh A ly S hah,w how as a n iece of S hah M oham adA ly of the
Kijardyn asty of P ersia an da daug hterof N izam uddaullah,a pow erful n oblem an in the
P ersian Court.W hile he an dL ady A ly S hah w ere on a brief v isittoKarachi,they w ere
stayin g in theirhouse k n ow n asTek riorH on eym oon L odg e on the outsk irtsof Karachi,

a son w as born on 2n d N ov em ber,1877,w hom they n am ed S ultan M ahem ad S hah.
Eig htyearslater,A liS hah diedan un tim ely death.

S ultan M aham ed S hah succeeded his father as A g a Khan III,w hen he w as on ly eig ht
years old.H eav y respon sibilities fell on his slen dershoulders atthatyoun g ag e,an dhe
foun dhim self sudden ly con fron tedw ith the task of tak in g m an y difficultdecision s on
in tricate problem s.Fortun ately for him ,his m other,L ady A ly S hah,w as a g ifted an d

farsig hted lady.S he m an ag ed the estate an d properties of her son ,"an d m ade soun d
in v estm en ts w hich aug m en ted the A g a Khan 's w ealth w hich she passed on toher son
w hen he cam e of ag e."413 S he en g ag ed the bestulem a toteach the H oly Q uran toher
son ,as alsow ell k n ow n professors of P ersian an dA rabictoteach him the literature of
these tw o lan g uag es.Itw as this thoroug h g roun din g in Islam ic studies an d Islam ic
literature an d history thatw as to m ark outthe A g a Khan as a m an deeply v ersed in
orien tal lore,in spite of decades thathe liv edin the W est.L ady A ly S hah diedin 1938

413
The Aga Khan and His Ancestors, Naroji Dumasia, p. 63.



Our Freedom Fighters (1562-1947) Twenty One Great Lives; Copyright © www.sanipanhwar.com 181

an d,in accordan ce w ith herw ishes,she w asburiedatN ajaf by the side of herhusban d.
O n her death,the A g a Khan w rote toa frien d,"S he had been tom e m ore than father
an dm othercom bin ed,sin ce Ilostm y fatheratthe ag e of eig ht."414

A s a youn g studen t,the A g a Khan show ed special aptitude for philosophy,theolog y
an d P ersian poetry, his fav orite poets bein g S aadi, Firdausi, O m ar Khayam , H afiz,
M aulan a Rum i an d Jam i. H e w rote, "In the halcyon days of P ersia's in tellectual
ren aissan ce after the A rab con quest,the M iddle Eastis said to hav e produced m ore
poetsthan the w hole of m ediev al Europe."In the late n in eties,he w en ttoEurope forthe
firsttim e.L aterin life,in a rem in iscen tm ood,he said,"A tthattim e Ihadthe hon orof
g oin g toW in dsorCastle,w hile Q ueen V ictoria w as on the thron e ...S he decoratedm e
w ith the K.C.I.E.Istayedthe n ig htatW in dsor Ifirstm etKin g Edw ard atEpsom races

in the sprin g of 1898 ... H e im m ediately proposed to m e for m em bership of the
M arlboroug h Club w hich,in those days,m ean ten terin g the Kin g 's ow n exclusiv e set."
B y his charm in g m an n ers,his deeperudition ,his profoun dk n ow ledg e of in tern ation al
affairs,addedtothe factthathe cam e from on e of the m ostillustrious fam ilies of Islam ,
he w on m an y frien ds an dadm irers.The press frequen tly in terv iew edhim ,ask in g him
question son In dian affairs,w ith special referen ce tothe poin tof v iew of the M uslim sof
In dia.H e receiv ed m an y fav orable com m en ts from press critics an d from leaders of

public life in E n g lan d."Iam hopeful thatdurin g the n exthalf cen tury the A g a Khan
w ill play thatpartin directin g the destin ies of the w orldof Islam forw hich his position
an dabilitiessoem in en tly qualify him ."415

In 1902,atthe ag e of tw en ty-fiv e,because of hisdev otedserv icestothe cause of M uslim
education , the V iceroy, L ord Curzon , appoin ted him as a m em ber of the Im perial
L eg islativ e Coun cil, an d he thus becam e the youn g estm em ber of the Coun cil. H is
speeches in the Coun cil clearly m ark ed him outas a political leader of g reatprom ise,

an d he becam e for m an y years thereafter the leader an d the cham pion of m an y
education al an d political causes adv ocated by the M uslim s of In dia.H e soon realised
thatthe m ain cause of the political back w ardn ess of the M uslim s w as due to their
n eg lectof education ,an dtospreadeducation am on g M uslim sbecam e from n ow on the
m ostim portan tpartof his life's m ission .S irS yedA hm edhadstartedthe g reatA lig arh
m ov em en t, an d in itthe A g a Khan believ ed lay the salv ation of the future of his
corelig ion ists.In the sam e year thathe becam e a m em ber of the Im perial L eg islativ e

Coun cil,he w as ask edtopreside ov erthe M oham m adan Education al Con feren ce bein g
heldatD elhiin 1902.In his presiden tial address he saidthatthe clearestw ay by w hich
the decay of political pow erof the M uslim s of In dia couldbe haltedw as by layin g the
foun dation of a g reatcen tral M uslim Un iv ersity atA lig arh.That,he said,w ould be a
fittin g tribute to S ir S yed A hm ed,the father of M uslim education al ren aissan ce."W e
w an tto create for our people an in tellectual capital— a city thatshall be a hom e of
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elev atedideasan dhig h ideals,a cen tre from w hich lig htan dg uidan ce shall be diffused
am on g stthe M uslim s of In dia an d outof In dia too,an d shall hold up to the w orld
m odel stan dard of justice an d v irtue an d purity of our belov ed faith." A ddressin g the
an n ual session of the M uslim Education al Con feren ce in 1904 in B om bay,he said,"The

farsig hted am on g the M uslim s of In dia desire a Un iv ersity w here the stan dard of
learn in g should be the hig hestan d w here w ith scien tific train in g there shall be that
m oral education ,thatin directbutcon stan trem in der of the etern al differen ce betw een
rig htan dw ron g ,w hich isthe soul of education Iearn estly beg of you thatthe cause of
such a un iv ersity shouldn otbe forg otten in the shoutsof the m ark etplace thatdaily rise
am on g stus."

The dream of S irS yedA hm edof foun din g a un iv ersity atA lig arh w as n ow v ery m uch

a popular dem an d am on g stthe M uslim s of In dia.In 1911,the A g a Khan took upon
him self the task of collectin g fun ds to startthe un iv ersity,"w hose son s shall g o forth
throug houtthe len g th an d breadth of the lan d to preach the g oal of free in quiry,of
larg e-heartedtoleration an dof pure m orality."A yearearlier,in reply toan address of
w elcom e by the trusteesof the M .A .O .Colleg e,he hadsaidthathe w ouldun dertak e the
respon sibility to"builda m ig hty un iv ersity w orthy of Islam in In dia."H e in creasedthe
an n ual g ran tthathe had been g iv in g to the colleg e for the lastm an y years, an d

prom ised to him self con tribute a substan tial am oun tto the un iv ersity fun ds. H e
don ated m on ey in cash for a scholarship to the m ostdeserv in g studen tfor foreig n
studies,w hich the trustees n am ed"A g a Khan Foreig n S cholarship."The com m ittee that
w as con stitutedin 1911 forcollectin g fun ds forthe Un iv ersity hadthe A g a Khan as its
chairm an ."A s a m en dican tIam n ow g oin g outtobeg from house tohouse an d from
streettostreetforthe children of M uslim In dia."W hile addressin g a g atherin g tocollect
fun ds forA lig arh Un iv ersity,people rushedtothe dais tolifthim on theirshoulders in
dem on stration of their g ratitude."A m on g the forem ost,g iv in g v en ttotheir adoration

w ere youn g m en w hose n am eslaterbecam e fam ousin M uslim In dia,m en lik e the g reat
poetIqbal an d D r. Ziauddin ."416 H e an n oun ced a person al don ation of rupees on e
hun dred thousan d,an d the com m ittee headed by him ,an dw ith M aulan a S hauk atA li
as his secretary, v isited m an y cities of In dia, collectin g fun ds for the Un iv ersity.
W herev er they w en t,they receiv ed spon tan eous an d tum ultuous w elcom e from the
M uslim s."Un paralleledw elcom e aw aitedH is H ig hn ess,w hen he v isitedL ahore in his
driv e forfun ds.The horses w hich cam e todriv e his carriag e w ere un harn essedan dthe

carriag e w as draw n for m iles by his en thusiastic adm irers,w ho had flock ed in their
thousan dstoreceiv e him atthe railw ay station ."417

H is un tirin g efforts bore fruit,an d he w as able to collectrupees three m illion for the
Un iv ersity, an d thus cam e to be laid a sure foun dation for the future A lig arh
Un iv ersity. "The A lig arh Un iv ersity w ill rem ain a liv in g m on um en tto P rin ce A g a
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Khan 's education al activ ities in the in terests of Islam .O n e m ay v ery w ell assertthat
w ithouthim ,the M .A .O .Colleg e atA lig arh w ould n ev er hav e ev olv ed in toa M uslim
Un iv ersity, an d there w ould hav e been n o adequate m ean s of m ain tain in g Islam ic
culture in In dia." P ayin g tribute to the w ork don e by the A g a Khan for A lig arh,

M aulan a S hibli w rote,"Thatw hich could n otbe achiev ed by six crore M uslim s w as
accom plished by P rin ce A g a Khan ." W hen the A g a Khan v isited A lig arh in 1936,D r.
Ziauddin ,the V ice-Chan cellor,in his w elcom e address said,"Itm ustbe a m atterof real
satisfaction to Y our H ig hn ess thatm ostof the expan sion an d dev elopm en tof the
Un iv ersity are in a larg e m easure due toYourH ig hn ess'patron ag e an dactiv e support.
The g reatfoun der of this in stitution ,S ir S ayed A hm ed Khan ,expressed the hope that
this in stitution w ould dev elop in to a Un iv ersity,butthe realization of the foun der's
dream is precisely due to Your H ig hn ess, w ho w ork ed for itw ith the zeal of a

m ission ary.YourH ig hn essin fuseda n ew life in tothe A lig arh m ov em en tby tourin g the
w hole of In dia tocollectfun ds for the establishm en tof the M uslim Un iv ersity.Itw as
m ain ly due toYourH ig hn ess'stupen douseffortsthatw e hav e sin ce been able torealize
a sum of sev en ty lak h from v arious sources,an dby carefully husban din g this am oun t
w e hav e been able tobuildupsev eral im portan tdepartm en ts of ourUn iv ersity."In a a
rem in iscen tm ood,the A g a Khan ,recallin g his speech deliv ered atA lig arh som e fifty
years ag o, w rote, "The aspiration s w hich I cherished from the outseton behalf of

A lig arh,Ihav e been happy toliv e tosee fulfilled."418

S irS yedA hm edw as the pion eerin the cause of oureducation al ren aissan ce.B utw ith
the appearan ce in 1885 of the A ll-In dia N ation al Con g ress as a political party
dom in ated by the H in dus, an d hav in g con siderable in fluen ce w ith the B ritish
Gov ern m en t,itw as bein g g radually realizedthatthe M uslim s m ustalsow ork tobrin g
abouta political w ak en in g am on g their ow n people.S ir S yed A hm ed had w arn ed the
M uslim s tok eep aw ay from the Con g ress,an doften issuedstatem en ts sayin g thatthe

Con g ress did n otrepresen tthe M uslim s.A s a resultof his efforts,supported by his
colleag ues,in 1905 the n um berof M uslim deleg ates thatatten dedthe an n ual session of
the Con g ress in B en ares w as on ly 17 outof a total of 756.Justthen itw as expectedthat
the B ritish Gov ern m en t w ould in troduce n ew reform s for In dia, an d politically
con scious M uslim leaders beg an tom eetin ordertotak e stock of the situation .Fin ally,
itw as decided thatthere should be a m eetin g of M uslim leaders in B om bay.A tthis
m eetin g ,ev ery on e con dem n ed the then existin g m ethod of join telection s,w hereby

M uslim s w ere depriv ed of adequate an d the rig httype of represen tation .The con cept
ev olv edof separate election s forM uslim s an dthis w as adoptedas the m ain dem an dof
the M uslim s of In dia.N aw ab M ohsin -ul-M ulk w as authorizedtoorg an ize a deputation
an d ton om in ate its leader,sothatthe deputation m ay presen ta m em oran dum tothe
V iceroy. "H e selected 35 leadin g M ussalm an s from differen t parts of In dia an d
proposedthe n am e of H is H ig hn ess the A g a Khan forleadershipof the deputation .H is
H ig hn ess w as on his w ay toChin a,butatM ohsin -ul-M ulk 's request,he brok e journ ey
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atColom boan d then cam e toS im la tolead the deputation w hich w as receiv edby the
V iceroy on 1stO ctober1906".419

The addressw aspresen tedtothe V iceroy an dreadon behalf of the M uslim sby the A g a

Khan . "W e, therefore, desire to subm it that un der an y system of represen tation ,
exten dedorlim ited,a com m un ity in itself m ore n um erousthan the en tire population of
an y first class European pow er except Russia m ay justly lay claim to adequate
recog n ition asan im portan tfactorin the S tate W e v en ture .... an d urg e that the
position accordedtothe M oham m adan com m un ity in an y k in dof represen tation ,direct
or in direct...should be com m en surate,n otm erely w ith their n um erical stren g th,but
alsow ith theirpolitical im portan ce an dthe v alue of the con tribution w hich they m ak e
to the defen ce of the em pire ... W e M oham m adan s are a distin ctcom m un ity w ith

addition al in terests of our ow n ,w hich are n otshared by other com m un ities ...W e are
con v in ced thatour aspiration s as a com m un ity an d our future prog ress are larg ely
depen den ton the foun dation of a M oham m adan Un iv ersity .... W e pray thatYour
Excellen cy w ill tak e steps tohelp us in ourun dertak in g in w hich ourcom m un ity is so
deeply in terested." Recallin g in his Memoirs the w ork of the deputation ,H is H ig hn ess

w rote thatthe deputation ask edthatthe M uslim s of In dia shouldn otbe reg ardedas a
m ere m in ority,butas a n ation w ithin a n ation ,w hose rig hts an doblig ation s shouldbe

g uaran teed by statute," an d this w as soug htto be achiev ed throug h adequate an d
separate represen tation forM uslim sboth on local bodiesan din leg islativ e coun cils."420

The V iceroy's reply con v eyed w ords an d sen tim en ts of assuran ce tothe leaders of the
M uslim com m un ity.Referrin g to the dem an d for separate electorates an d adequate
represen tation , the V iceroy said, "The poin ts w hich you hav e raised are before the
Com m ittee,w hich,as you k n ow ,I hav e lately appoin ted to con sider the question of
represen tation ,an dIw ill tak e care thatyouraddress is subm ittedtothem ."Reassurin g

asthe reply of the V iceroy hadbeen on 1stO ctober,the A g a Khan w rote a letteron 24th
O ctoberfrom Calcutta toN aw ab M ohsin -ul-M ulk :

M y dearN aw ab S ahib,

P erhaps Im ay be allow edas on e,w hotook partin the recen tdeputation toH .E.
The V iceroy to m ak e a few sug g estion s as to the future. The w hole of the

M oham m adan com m un ity has tak en the k een estin terestin the m ov em en tan d
look to us to try our bestto secure thatthe objects w hich w ere setforth in the
addressm ay be ultim ately secured.
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Itm ay be w ell thatprov in cial association s should be form ed w ith the aim of
safeg uardin g the political in terests of M oham m adan s in the v arious portion s of
In dia,an dsim ilarly som e Cen tral org an ization forthe w hole....

P lease circulate m y letteram on g the m em bersof the deputation .

Iam
M y dearN aw ab S ahib,
S in cerely yours,
S d.A g a Khan .421

O n 30th D ecem ber,1906,the A ll-In dia M uslim Education al Con feren ce m etatD acca

un der the chairm an ship of N aw ab S alim ullah Khan of D acca. H is H ig hn ess'letter
addressed to N aw ab M ohsin -ul-M ulk had been already circulated, sug g estin g the
form ation of a political party forthe M uslim s of In dia.Itw as resolv ed,"Thata political
association ,styled The In dia M uslim L eag ue be form ed...." The objects of the L eag ue
w ere to be to protectan d adv an ce the political rig hts an d in terests of the M uslim s of
In dia.H is H ig hn ess the A g a Khan w as elected the firstP residen tof the L eag ue an d
con tin ued to hold this postun til 1912,w hen he subm itted his resig n ation .Itm ustbe

n oted here thatthe w ork of the deputation led by the A g a Khan bore fruit,an d in the
M orley-M in to Reform s of 1909 itw as con ceded thatM uslim s should hen ceforth be
electedon the basis of separate electorates.The prin ciple of separate electorates hav in g
been accepted,the dem an d for a separate hom elan d for M uslim s as a separate n ation
w as to becom e in ev itable in the course of tim e.There w as org an ized opposition to
separate electorates from the H in dus,an d the A g a Khan ,presidin g ov er the an n ual
session of the M uslim L eag ue in 1910 in D elhi said,"N ow thatthe Reform s S chem e is
actually in activ e operation ...Itis in the in terests of In dian s— H in dus an d M uslim s,

Christian san dP arsisalik e— toacceptthe Reform sin a spiritof cordial appreciation ."

The A g a Khan had by n ow com e to be recog n ized as an outstan din g leader of the
M uslim sof In dia.O n 10th Jan uary,1910,the M uslim sof B om bay g av e a reception in his
hon or atthe A n jum an -e-lslam H all,an d the address presen ted to him referred to his
sin g le-m in ded dev otion to the cause of M uslim prog ress, social an d political, an d
claim edthathiseffortshadm etw ith resoun din g success,an dthey w ouldbe justifiedin

hopin g as a resultof itthatthe future of M uslim In dia had been secured. "Your
m un ificen ce an d liberality in the cause of M uslim education hav e w on for Your
H ig hn essthe lov e an desteem of ev ery true M uslim ."

In 1910,the M uslim L eag ue an dthe Con g ressw ere v ery cordial toon e an other,an dthe
leaders of both the parties believ ed thatthe future of In dia could be assured throug h
H in du-M uslim un ity.H is H ig hn ess subscribedtothis poin tof v iew an din his capacity
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as P residen tof the L eag ue w ork edin thatdirection .This broug hton him the an g erof
the A n g lo-In dian P ress,an dB ishan N arayan D har,presidin g ov erthe Con g ress session
in 1911 atCalcutta,said,"W hen ,un derthe adv ice of S irW .W edderburn an dH .H .The
A g a Khan ,the represen tativ es of the tw ocom m un itiesw ere abouttom eetatA llahabad

a yearag o,w ith the objectof recon cilin g theirdifferen ces,an A n g lo-In dian paperw hich
is believ ed tobe an org an of the Civ il S erv ice,rem ark ed :'W hy dothese m en w an tto
un ite the tw ocom m un ities,if itis n ottoun ite them ag ain stthe Gov ern m en t?'This on e
rem ark throw sa g hastly lig htupon the political situation in In dia."422

In 1918,on the ev e of the M on tag ue-Chelm sfordReform s,H is H ig hn ess w rote a book ,
India In Transition,in w hich he dealtatg reatlen g th on the n eedof reform sin In dia,an d

the rig htful en titlem en tof the M uslim s of In dia in an y future schem e of Reform s.H e

recorded,"If the B ritish ...w ere tofail in this their g reatesttask ,S outhern A sia w ould
becom e the theatre of on e of the heav iestdisasters hum an ity has faced ...W e hav e to
recog n ize the existen ce of in tern al forces in In dia properan din the n eig hborin g states
an dprin cipalities thatren dera policy of stan din g still orm erely of n om in al con cession
a practical im possibility,sin ce itw ouldw ork disaster,in the lon g run ,alik e forB ritain
an dforIn dia ...Thus w e w an tin In dia n oton ly social an decon om ic,butalsopolitical
adv an cem en t,w ithoutw hich the form ercan n otbe broug httofruitful m aturity."423

The A rm istice,term in atin g the FirstW orldW ar,w as sig n edin 1918,an ditw as ev iden t
that n ot on ly Turk ey but som e other M uslim states w ere threaten ed w ith
dism em berm en t.The A g a Khan ,realisin g this threatto Islam ,did ev erythin g in his
pow er to arrestthis disaster."The parthe played atthis m ostcritical jun cture in the
history of Europe as a cham pion of peace an d of the Islam ic S tates drew by his g reat
courag e an d in depen den ce the adm iration of rig htthin k in g m en ."424 In a letter to The
Times of L on don in A ug ust1919,sig n edjoin tly by the A g a Khan an dS yedA m eerA li,

they w rote "A tthis critical period,w e reg ard itour duty ....toplead on ce m ore for a
con siderate hearin g atthe P eace Con feren ce of the M uslim case on behalf of Turk ey ...It
rem ain s, therefore, for En g lan d to satisfy the associated pow ers thatthe w holesale
destruction of Turk ey is n otcom patible w ith the in terests of her Em pire or her g ood
faith tow ards the v astm illion s of her M uslim subjects ...w hatdo the M uslim s w an t;
w hatdo w e plead for ...Thatthe pledg e the P rim e M in ister in the n am e of En g lan d
g av e to the w orld,an d in particular to the w orld of Islam ,should be m ain tain ed...."

Four m on ths later,ata din n er g iv en in hon or of Edw in M on tag u,the A g a Khan said,
"The day has passed an d w ill n ev er return ,w hen In dian s w ere con ten tto shuttheir
eyes to,an dhadn oin fluen ce upon ,A siaticforeig n policy.ToM uslim s,the problem s I
hav e n am ed,tak in g as they do relig ious an d social sen tim en ts,are so n ear thatthey
can n otbe calledin reality foreig n question s...."A tthis periodof history,the A g a Khan
w as in the forefron tof ail causes thatcham pion edthe claim s of sov ereig n ty of M uslim
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coun tries.H e believ edthatthe M uslim sof the w orldw ere boun dby a com m on bon dof
brotherhood,an d thatthey m usthelp on e an other in case of n eed an d difficulty.H e,
lik e m an y other M uslim leaders before him ,did n otbeliev e in political P an -Islam ism ,
buthe hadan un shak able faith in the relig ious an dcultural un ity of the w orldof Islam .

In 1918 he w rote,"P olitical P an -Islam ism had its foun dation s on san d,an d could n ot
en dure. There is a rig htan d leg itim ate P an -Islam ism to w hich ev ery sin cere an d
believ in g M oham adan belon g s— thatis the theory of the spiritual brotherhood an d
un ity of the children of the P rophet...Itcon n otes charity an dg oodw ill tow ardfellow -
believ ers ev eryw here from Chin a toM orocco,from the V olg a toS in g apore ...The real
an d cultural un ity of Islam m ustev er g row ,for tothe follow er of the P rophetitis the
foun dation of the life of the soul."425

The A g a Khan clearly saw thatB ritain w as ben ton dism em berin g M uslim S tates tosuit
her Im perial foreig n policy.In the early tw en ties, he led a deleg ation of im portan t
In dian M uslim leaders tothe P rim e M in ister,L loydGeorg e,pleadin g forthe return to
Turk ey of S m yrn a an d Thrace,w hich had been occupied by the Greek s.H asan Im am
an d M ushir H usain Kidw ai w ere am on g the m em bers of this deleg ation .They arg ued
atg reatlen g th w ith L loydGeorg e the case of the Turk s,butthe P rim e M in isterbeg an to
parry theirquestion s an d toav oid bein g con fron ted w ith historicpledg es g iv en tothe

Turk s ata tim e w hen B ritain w as in difficulty.B utw hen he foun dhim self corn ered,he
tried tofin d escape by pleadin g helplessn ess,"W hatcan w e do? N ow thatthe Greek s
are in m ilitary possession of S m yrn a an d Thrace,w hocan turn them outfrom there?"
The A g a Khan w as equal to the occasion .Raisin g his v oice,he im patien tly retorted,
"W ell,M r.P rim e M in ister,oldthoug h Iam ,Iw ill g osw ordin han dan dturn the Greek s
out.W e w ill charterships.W e w ill doev erythin g tohelpthe Turk s.L eav e the Greek sto
us." L loyd Georg e w as tak en aback at this sudden an d un expected outburst of
dow n rig ht con dem n ation of B ritish policy, a statem en t that w as scorn ful of the

helplessn ess expressedby the B ritish P rim e M in ister.L loydGeorg e m eek ly m urm ured,
"N o,n o,n o.W e can n otdothat."Com m en tin g on this in ciden t,M ushirH usain Kidw ai
w rote,"The A g a Khan w asa true M uslim ,ov erpow eredby the lov e of Islam .The blood
of the P rophetin his v ein s m ade him speak outthose w ords.These in dicated thathe
w asready,sin cerely ready,tog iv e uphisw ealth,hisposition ,hisv ery life,forIslam ".

The A g a Khan hadestablishedthathe w as am on g the forem ostfig hters forthe cause of

the M uslim s of In dia an d of the w orld.H is efforts con tin ued un abated toprev en tthe
recurren ce of a secon d w ar w ith Turk ey,an d this w on him the adm iration of M uslim
In dia.O n 5th February,1924,a resolution w as un an im ously adoptedin the Coun cil of
S tate,requestin g "the Gov ern m en tof In dia to con v ey to the N orw eg ian P residen tthe
v iew of this H ouse thatH is H ig hn ess S ir S ultan M aham ed S hah,A g a Khan ,G.C.S .I.,
G.C.V .O .,L L .D .,is a fitan dproperperson tobe aw ardedthe N obel P rize forP eace this
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year,in v iew of the stren uous efforts thatH is H ig hn ess has m ade to m ain tain peace
betw een Turk ey an dthe W estern P ow erssin ce the A rm istice".

In 1928 the M uslim s of In dia stood atthe crossroads of history.The un ity forg ed by

M uslim stalw arts hadbeen brok en ,an dtw ow arrin g parties cam e tothe forefron t,each
claim in g to speak on behalf of the M uslim s of In dia.The situation w as fraug htw ith
dan g erousan dfar-reachin g con sequen ces.Fran ticteleg ram sw ere sen ttothe A g a Khan ,
w ho w as sick in bed.B uthe could n otrefuse to do his duty by his people an d so in
D ecem ber 1928, he rushed back to In dia from Europe. The A ll-parties M uslim
Con feren ce m etin D elhion 1stJan uary,1929,w ith the A g a Khan in the chair."The all-
parties M uslim Con feren ce w as probably the m ostrepresen tativ e M uslim g atherin g
sin ce the S im la D eputation ,an d in cluded the represen tativ es,am on g stothers,of the

KhilafatCon feren ce,the Jam iat-ul-Ulem a,an dthe all-In dia M uslim L eag ue (both Jin n ah
an d S hafi section s)."426 In his presiden tial address the A g a Khan adv ised M uslim
leaders toclose their ran k s,tosin k their differen ces,an d tojoin han ds in the cause of
protectin g the in terests of their coun try. H e said, "In dia as a w hole can n otbe a
prosperous or self-g ov ern in g coun try, if such a larg e an d im portan tsection of the
com m un ity as the M uslim rem ain in doubtas tow hethertheircultural en tity is safe or
n ot...You m ustav oid forcin g your ow n preferen ces,w hen they clash w ith w hatw e

believ e to be the real w ishes of the m ass of our people ...I can safely say thatthe
ov erw helm in g m ajority of In dia are determ in ed to m ain tain their cultural un ity an d
rem ain culturally in terrelatedw ith the M uslim sof the w orld."

The yearsafterW orldW arIhadusheredin a n ew era in the fieldof political aw ak en in g
am on g In dian s,an d by 1930 a stag e had been reached w hen B ritain realized thatshe
m ustcon cede to In dia a larg e m easure of political reform s,in order to k eep her as a
w illin g partn erin the B ritish Em pire.Tothisen dthe FirstRoun dTable Con feren ce w as

sum m on ed in L on don an d its firstsittin g took place on 12th N ov em ber,1930.The
Con g ress boycotted it, w hile the other com m un ities of In dia w ere represen ted by
deleg ates selected by the B ritish,am on g the M uslim leaders bein g Q uaid-e-A zam ,the
A g a Khan , S ir M ohd. S hafi, M aulan a M oham m ad A li an d M aulv i Fazlul H aq. The
en tire B ritish In dian deleg ation , com prisin g represen tativ es of all com m un ities an d
parties,electedthe A g a Khan as theirleaderan dspok esm an ,an hon orthatalsofell to
his lot at the tim e of the S econ d Roun d Table Con feren ce an d the Join t S elect

Com m ittee.

"A tthe Roun d Table Con feren ce,the M uslim leadership passed to H is H ig hn ess the
A g a Khan H e playedhiscardsrem ark ably w ell,an dw ith hissuav ity of m an n ersan d
tact,an dg en eral attitude of helpfuln ess k eptthe M uslim team solidly tog ether— w hich
w as in v isible con trasttothe m an y an ddiscordan tv oices,w hich spok e from the other

426
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cam p."427 The Con g ress sen tGan dhi as their sole represen tativ e to the S econ d Roun d
Table Con feren ce.D urin g all these protracteddeliberation s,the A g a Khan rose tog reat
heig hts as a political leaderof con sum m ate sk ill,a patien tan dsk ilful n eg otiator,an da
g iftedan dfar-sig htedstatesm an .Com m en tin g on hisw ork asthe leaderof the M uslim s

atthe Roun dTable Con feren ces,D r.S hafatA hm edKhan w rote in 1932,"The A g a Khan
is the g reatestM uslim leader in A sia".O n 15th D ecem ber,1932,the n ation al L eag ue
helda m eetin g in L on don in Com m ittee Room N o.10 of the P arliam en tbuildin g .In this
m eetin g A llam a Iqbal, speak in g on the. role of the A g a Khan atthe Roun d Table
Con feren ces said,"W e hav e placed these dem an ds before the Con feren ce un der the
g uidan ce of H is H ig hn ess the A g a Khan ,thatw orthy statesm en w hom w e all adm ire
an dw hom the M uslim sof In dia lov e forthe bloodthatrun sthroug h hisv ein s".428

O n 26th N ov em ber,1933,the an n ual session of the M uslim L eag ue,m eetin g in D elhi,
con sidered a letter of som e M uslim leaders of the P un jab addressed to its P residen t,
sug g estin g thata con v en tion of all M uslim leaders be held,w ith the help of Q uaid-e-
A zam an d H is H ig hn ess w ho w ere aboutto com e to In dia from En g lan d. Itw as
resolv ed,"Thatadv an tag e should be tak en of the expected presen ce in this coun try of
H .H .the A g a Khan an dM r.M .A .Jin n ah toholda con v en tion atsom e suitable place
for the purpose of brin g in g aboutun ity an d to acceptatall tim es an d un der all

circum stan ces the g uidan ce an d adv ice of such ren ow n ed an d trusted leaders of the
coun try as the tw o abov e n am ed g en tlem en ,an d authorizes the Coun cil to tak e such
steps in this direction as m ay be possible an ddesirable in con sultation w ith H .H .The
A g a Khan an dM r.M .A .Jin n ah."

The A g a Khan w as n om in atedtorepresen tIn dia in 1932 atthe L eag ue of N ation s,an d
thereafter for the subsequen tyears,un til the outbreak of the S econ d W orld W ar.In
recog n ition of his excellen t w ork as a w orld statesm an of g reat stature, he w as

un an im ously elected P residen tof the L eag ue of N ation s in July 1937,all the 49 v alid
v otes thatw ere castin a secretballotw ere foun d to be in his fav or.H e w as the on ly
A sian tohav e been electedtothathig h office.

A lthoug h A lig arh Un iv ersity had been firm ly established an d w as n ow g oin g from
stren g th to stren g th, the A g a Khan did n otlose his in terestin itan d con tin ued to
supportthe cause of A lig arh. O n 15th February, 1936, the V ice-Chan cellor of the

Un iv ersity presen tedtohim an addressof w elcom e,in w hich he said,"You are the m ost
respected, the m ost accom plished an d the m ost trusted leader of the M uslim
com m un ity,butalso a g reatstatesm an an d education alist,ow in g to w hose patriotic
efforts ouralm a m aterhas establisheda position am on g the un iv ersities of the w orld."
The A g a Khan replied,"Itis n otw ithoutem otion thatIam here today after som an y
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years Iw ill n otlay m uch stress on Islam icstudies an dculture,because Ifeel thatthey
m ustbe the v ery airw e breathe from the atm osphere of the Un iv ersity."

D urin g W orldW arII,the A g a Khan w as forced,due tothe fortun es of w ar,torem ain

m ostof the tim e in S w itzerlan d,an dhe ceasedtohav e an y activ e an ddirectin terestin
political leadership orin the affairs of the M uslim s of In dia.In his absen ce durin g the
W ar,the strug g le forIn dia'sin depen den ce hadg ain edtrem en dousm om en tum ,an dthe
dem an d for P ak istan had becom e the un ited dem an d of the M uslim n ation Un der the
leadership of Q uaid-e-A zam . Com m en tin g on political con dition s in In dia after the
W ar,the A g a Khan w rote,"In dia in 1946 dem on strated ev ery sym ptom — in a critical
an d adv an ced stag e— of thatm alady w hose cure ithad been possible to foresee from
the day of the prom ulg ation of the M on tag u-Chelm sford Reform s aboutthirty years

earlier...Yetin the w hole con ductan dstrateg y of the W arIn dia,asIn dia,hadn osay at
all.M an y of her m ostdistin g uished political leaders lan g uished for years in political
deten tion ...In In dia there w asn otalk n ow of a fiv e orten -yearperiodof tran sition .The
strug g le w ould be real,im m ediate,an d bloody,un less self-g ov ern m en tw ere g ran ted,
n otin the future ...butaton ce an don con dition s larg ely im posedby the people of In dia
them selv es ... The Q uaid-e-A zam 's brillian tan d epoch-m ak in g career, so un tim ely
en ded,reacheditssum m itin these m om en tousyearsof 1946 an d1947.N ow he belon g s

tohistory;an dhism em ory,Iam certain ,isim perishable."429

H e w as a g reatfrien d an d w ell-w isher of P ak istan ev er sin ce its establishm en t,an d
v isiteditfourtim es durin g his lifetim e,the firstbein g in 1950.H e hadan abidin g an d
boun dless faith in the future of P ak istan .O n his v isittoP ak istan in 1954,he w as tak en
seriously ill in D acca an d later in Karachi.Thereafter he con tin ued to be con stan tly
strug g lin g w ith ill-health.B y Jun e 1957 itw as clearhe w ouldn otliv e m uch lon g er;he
w as already eig hty.H is doctors said there w as "a low erin g of arterial ten sion ," w hich

w as follow edby a serious heartattack .H e passed aw ay peacefully on Thursday,11th
July,1957,in hispalatial house,V illa B arak at,atV arsoix on the lak e of Gen ev a,an dw as
buried a few days later atA sw an in E g ypt.H e w as succeeded on his death by his
g ran dson ,P rin ce Karim ,asthe Im am of the Ism ailisan dasA g a Khan IV .

The lasttim e Im etH is H ig hn ess w asin P aris,abouttw om on ths before his death athis
fav orite hotel,the Ritz.H is sun k en eyes an dthe pale yellow colorof his sk in in dicated

the poor state of his health.H is person al physician had allow ed m e for fiv e m in utes,
sayin g thatH is H ig hn ess shouldn ottire him self.B uthe k epttalk in g tom e forov eran
hour,in spite of the protests of hisdoctor.Ifoun dhis m in dasalertan das clearas ev er.
H e w asobv iously tak in g k een in terestin w hatw ashappen in g in the w orld,an dhe k ept
on discussin g v arious curren tin tern ation al issues,w ith special referen ce to P ak istan .
H e said,"The w orld of Islam is atan im portan tperiod of its history.P ak istan ,true to
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the reason s thatbroug htitin tobein g ,m ustg oon serv in g the cause of Islam an dof the
M uslim sof the w orld".

A fter his death,Iask ed his eldestson ,P rin ce A ly Khan ,how H is H ig hn ess had spen t

his lastdays. H e replied, "O ften he w ould ask m e to play g ram ophon e records
con tain in g recitation s of the H oly Q uran .W ith the recitation of the Q uran ,Icould see
his lips m ov e in silen ce,repeatin g the v erses of the H oly Q uran ."A fittin g tribute w as
paidtohim ,w hen a leadin g daily of P ak istan editorially com m en ted,"W ith the passin g
aw ay of the A g a Khan ,w e w itn essthe en dof an era."430
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MAULANA MOHAMMAD ALI

(1878—1931)

"Iw an ttog otom y coun try,if Ican g oback ,w ith the substan ce of freedom in m y han d.

O therw ise,Iw ill n otg oback toa slav e coun try.Iw ouldev en prefertodie in a foreig n
coun try,solon g as itis a free coun try,an dif you don otg iv e us freedom in In dia,you
w ill hav e tog iv e m e a g rav e here (En g lan d).Itis forthe sak e of peace,frien dship an d
freedom thatw e hav e com e here,an dIhope thatw e shall g oback w ith all that.If w e g o
back toIn dia w ithoutthe birth of a n ew D om in ion ,w e shall g oback ,believ e m e,toa
lostD om in ion .B ritish dom in ation is doom ed ov er In dia."These w ords hav e a rin g of
sin cerity an dpatriotism aboutthem thatw ouldthrill the heartof an y patriotan yw here,
atan y tim e.These are w ords thatran k am on g the g reatestutteran ces of w orldleaders,

in the cause of n ation al liberation .They con stitute partof a soul-stirrin g speech that
M aulan a M oham m ad A li,thatfearless freedom fig hter,deliv ered on 19th N ov em ber,
1930,in L on don ,w hile addressin g the FirstRoun dTable Con feren ce.

H is w hole upbrin g in g ,the en tire g am utof experien ces throug h w hich he w en t,an dthe
tim e in w hich he liv edhadm ouldedthe thin k in g ,the m en tal attitudesan dthe character
of M aulan a M oham m adA li.H e seem edtocarry on his broadan dsturdy shoulders the

en tire burden of the sorrow s an d sufferin g s,trials an d tribulation s of the M uslim s of
In dia in particular an d of the subcon tin en tin g en eral.Throug h a lifelon g strug g le,
en riched by m uch person al sufferin g , he rose to be a bastion of hum an liberty, a
custodian of in div idual an dn ation al dig n ity.H e en deav oredtorouse the M uslim sfrom
their political letharg y, an d to shak e H in dus out of their in born arrog an ce an d
in toleran ce tow ards the M uslim s.Itw as his m ag n etic touch,w hich produced a storm
thatshook the foun dation sof B ritish raj in In dia.M oham m adA liw asborn in 1878 "in a
fairly prosperous an dculturedIn dian M uslim fam ily in the Ram purS tate."431 W hile yet

an in fan t,his fatherdied,an dthe en tire fam ily respon sibility dev olv ed on his m other.
"S he hadbecom e a w idow atthe ag e of tw en ty-sev en ,w hen cholera hadsudden ly cut
shortour youn g father's life,after a few hours'illn ess.S he refused to rem arry an d ...
.told those w hoadv ised her todosothat...n ow she had fiv e husban ds an d a w ife to
look after,referrin g ,of course,toherfiv e boys an don e g irl."432 A lthoug h n oteducated
herself,M oham m adA li'sm other,w holateron cam e tobe en dearin g ly calledB iA m m a,
"w as rem ark ably free from prejudice an dsuperstition ."433 S he believ edthatherchildren

should m ov e w ith the tim es an d,therefore,she rebelledag ain stold prejudices ag ain st
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E n g lish education ,"an d she secretly paw n ed som e person al jew ellery,"434 in order to
g iv e her son s,S hauk atA li an d Zulfiquar A li,on E n g lish education in B areilly.W hen
M oham m ad A li w as old en oug h toleav e Ram pur,he w as alsoprov ided w ith en oug h
m on ey tojoin hiselderbrothersatthe school in B areilly.The an cestral hom e atRam pur

w as the ren dezv ous of literary fig ures of the district,an d the youn g M oham m ad A li
w ouldfrequen tly dropin ,"an dlisten w ith g reatin teresttothe an im ateddiscussion s of
our cousin s an d their frien ds an d v isitors,an d,Im ustcon fess,this experien ce of m y
childhoodw as a liberal education in itself."435 The m other,deeply relig ious herself,w as
careful tog iv e herchildren a soun drelig ious education ,by en g ag in g forthem learn ed
m en ."Ihav e com e across n on e thatIcouldcall w iseran dcertain ly n on e thatw as m ore
truly Godly an dspiritual than ourm other."436

A tB areilly alsothe three brothers k eptup the fam ily habitof join in g m an y g roups of
studen ts that debated an d discussed n atural scien ce an d philosophy. A fter
m atriculatin g atB areilly,Zulfiquar lefttojoin A lig arh Colleg e,an d later on the other
tw obrothers alsojoin edA lig arh.A tA lig arh,the g reatS hibli N o'm an i w as a professor
of A rabican d P ersian ,tow hom all the three brothers becam e dev oted,an dthey often
listen edtoS hibli'srelig iousdiscourses,from w hich they g reatly profited.

"A fter eig htyears atA lig arh ... I obtain ed m y B . A . deg ree from the Gov ern m en t
Un iv ersity of A llahabad.A s m y success in the exam in ation prov edfarg reaterthan m y
deserts, itin duced m y brother S hauk atto try his han d ata m iracle an d som ehow
procure sufficien tfun ds to sen d m e to O xford."437 O rdin arily, he w ould hav e been
recruited in a hig h-salaried Gov ern m en t job, after toppin g the list at the B .A .
exam in ation ,an dthe youn g M oham m adA liw ouldhav e been dev ouredby the g reedy
Gov ern m en tbureaucraticm achin ery."Tocutthe story short,Ihad atO xford,w here I
took an hon ors deg ree in M odern H istory,an excellen topportun ity of acquain tin g

m yself w ith a portion of the history of m y corelig ion ists ...B utof the relig ion thathad
prov edthe sw ordan dbuck lerof those M uslim sof ourolderday,Iw ouldlearn n othin g
furtheratO xford."438 A studen tatL in coln Colleg e,O xford,M oham m adA li leftitafter
obtain in g his deg ree,as "I w as n ow supposed to hav e 'com pleted'm y education ,I
realizedlaterthat,in fact,Ihadn otev en beg un it."439

D urin g his stay in E n g lan d,the youn g M oham m ad A li had satfor the cov eted I.C.S .

exam in ation ,butfailedtobe selected.W hetherthe failure w as due tohis hav in g lesser
aptitude an d in tellig en ce than the other In dian studen ts,w ho had been selected,or
w hether itw as due to the factthatan ov er-sen sitiv e foreig n Gov ern m en thad a
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com plete secretrecord on the activ ities of M oham m ad A li durin g his studen tdays at
A lig arh,w hen he hadshow n a m ark edan ti-B ritish attitude— this question can n ev erbe
satisfactorily an sw ered.B utthe factrem ain s on record thata g en ius of M oham m ad
A li's stature w as supposed to hav e secured less m ark s than studen ts of lesser caliber.

"A fterfouryears,Ireturn edtoIn dia aftertak in g m y deg ree,thoug h n otasa m em berof
the m uch-cov etedIn dian Civ il S erv ice."440

M aulan a M oham m adA lihadbeen a class-fellow atO xfordof Kun w arFateh S in g h,heir
apparen tof B aroda an d,"they haddeepan dsin cere m utual relation s."441 Itisv ery lik ely
thatthe B aroda P rin ce spok e v ery hig hly of hisfrien d,M oham m adA li,tohisfather,the
M aharajah of B aroda. "I join ed H is H ig hn ess of B aroda's serv ice, som etim e after
resig n in g m y appoin tm en t as the Chief Education al O fficer in m y ow n S tate of

Ram pur."442 H is distin g uished serv ices to the S tate w ere deeply appreciated by the
M aharajah of B aroda,an d M oham m ad A li w as n ow holdin g a m in isterial ran k in the
S tate.W hile in B aroda S tate serv ice,M oham m ad A li w as bein g g radually draw n in to
the w ider field of political activ ity,butthe cripplin g restriction s of serv ice rules w ere
prev en tin g him from v en turin g far in thatdirection .H e w as already an established
w riter,hav in g frequen tly con tributedtothe colum n s of the Tim es of In dia,an dhe w as
bein g tem pted toen ter journ alism as a career.Tow ards the en d of 1910,he subm itted

his resig n ation ,w hich the M aharajah acceptedw ith g reatreluctan ce.H e hadtog iv e up
an assuredcareeran dfin an cial security in search fora doubtful future in the hazardous
field of journ alism .H e had to "stak e all the m on ey I could g ather from an y quarter
practically on on e throw of the dice as an editor-proprietor-cum -prin ter ...Ihad been
dream in g for som e tim e dream s of a "Un itedFaith of In dia".The n am e he g av e tothe
w eek ly he w as to startw as Comrade."The Comrade— com rade of all an d partisan of

n on e— w as to be the org an thatw as to v oice v iew s,an d prepare the M usalm an s to
m ak e their proper con tribution to territorial patriotism ,w ithoutabatin g a jotof the

ferv orof theirextra-territorial sym pathiesw hich isthe quin tessen ce of Islam ."443

The Com rade from the date of its firstappearan ce cam e to be look ed upon as the
m outhpiece of the g riev an ces of the M uslim s,as also the v oice of their aspiration s.
Throug houtits existen ce, Com rade ren dered yeom an serv ice to the cause of socio-
econ om ic an d political adv an cem en tof the M uslim s of In dia in particular,an d to the
cause of In dia in g en eral,by attack in g the an ti-In dian attitude both of the bureaucracy
an dof the B ritish Gov ern m en t.O n 7th O ctober,1911,the Comrade editorially lam en ted

the back w ardcon dition in the fieldof education of the M uslim s of B en g al.The editorial
m ade a m asterly an alysis of the reason s behin dthis deplorable state of affairs,blam in g
the Gov ern m en ton the on e han d,an don the otherexhortin g the M uslim s of B en g al to
tak e in in creasin g n um bers tom odern education .Itcon cluded,"The Gov ern m en tof the
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P rov in ce ow es them a g reatduty,an dw e are n otsosure if itis as con scious of itas it
shouldbe.The M ussalm an s m ay orm ay n otbe the 'fav orite w ife',butitis the g en eral
expression of polyg am ous hum an ity thatitis n otthe fav orite of the H arem thathas the
bestof tim es. Itis the term ag an tan d the un tam ed shrew thatalw ays carries her

poin t."444 In an other editorial,on an other occasion ,he supported m an y of the poin ts
m ade outby H .H .the A g a Khan in a publicstatem en ton the political chan g es thathad
recen tly tak en place.Itsaid,"W e hav e n odoubtthatthe v iew s of H isH ig hn ess the A g a
Khan on the recen tchan g es,w hich w e are happy to publish elsew here,w ill be read
w ith thatatten tion an d com m an d thatrespectw hich his in tellectual g ifts n oless than
his un ique position hav e earn ed for them throug h a brillian tpublic career in recen t
tim es.Those w how ere in con tactw ith H is H ig hn ess can n otfail tobe im pressedby his
breadth of v iew an d in tellectual charm ...The tim es are g on e w hen ev erythin g could

safely be don e forthe people an dn othin g by them ...W e fully ag ree w ith H is H ig hn ess
the A g a Khan thatthe real n eeds of the M usalm an s can be sum m edup in on e w ord—
'Education '...W e are ready toacceptthatEastern B en g al is n otalw ays fairly treatedby
the Un iv ersity of Calcutta, an d thatM uslim education al in terests w ould be better
safeg uardedby a Un iv ersity atD acca."445 In an editorial,en titled"The Public Life In The
Punjab,"M aulan a M oham m adA li w rote,"A s thin g s are,the lack of org an izedw ill an d

purpose in prov in cial public life is daily m ade m an ifest in all im portan t public

con cern s,an dn ow here m ore sothan in the g oaheadan dsturdy P un jab ...W ill n otsom e
of the con v en tion al person s of the day rise abov e the petty g rin dof daily life an dtouch
the w ill an dpurpose of the people w ith the spiritof toleran ce,sym pathy an dcom m on
en deav or?"446 In a forceful editorial adv ocatin g Urdu as "The L in g ua Fran ca of In dia,"
M aulan a M oham m adA liw rote,"A n Urdu Con feren ce is tobe heldtoday atP oon a an d
w e hope itw ill n otcon fin e itself m erely toa sem i-political ag itation ,butw ill alsodebate
question s of a practical character relativ e to the dev elopm en tof the lan g uag e, its
exten sion throug houtIn dia, an d the bestm ethods of im partin g in struction in the

lan g uag e in schools,especially in those w here an other v ern acular is predom in an t...
Urdu is essen tially the lan g uag e of H in dustan ...L an g uag e is the expression of thoug ht
an d w here thoug htdiffers so radically as in Islam an d H in duism , can the sam e
lan g uag e expressitadequately in each case?Con sideritw hich w ay w e lik e,ithas tobe
con fessed in the en d that Urdu is irreducible m in im um to w hich the m ost
com prom isin g M uslim sw ouldcon sen t."447

L ov atFraser w rote thatM aulan a M oham m ad A li had "m arv elous com m an d ov er the
En g lish lan g uag e.N o In dian ,an d,perhaps,v ery few En g lishm en ,could w rite better
than he did."448 A n other paper com m en ted,"W hoev er has n otread the pag es of The
Comrade has n otun derstood the secrets of 'M oham m ad A li's person ality.M oham m ad
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A li,w hois the m ostg ifted journ alistof the coun try,has poured outhis heartin tohis
paper throug h his pen ... M oham m ad A li is un riv alled an d w ill probably rem ain
un riv alled in depictin g the policies of m en , their m odes of action , an d their
m ov em en ts."449

D urin g the B alk an W ar, M aulan a M oham m ad A li w rote editorial after editorial
supportin g the cause of Turk ey in thatw ar,an d itw as m ain ly due tohis appeal that
fun ds cam e pourin g in to the office of the Com rade, w hich en abled him to sen d a
m edical m ission , w ith D r. A n sari as its leader, for relief w ork in Turk ey. A lig arh
studen ts en thusiastically supported an d supplem en ted the efforts of M aulan a
M oham m adA li.

In 1913 the police hadforcibly dem olishedan oldm osque in Caw n pore,an dw hen the
M uslim s w an ted torebuild it,the police open ed fire on the crow d.In S eptem ber 1913
the M uslim L eag ue sen ta deputation con sistin g of M aulan a M oham m adA li an dS yed
W azir H asan tom eetthe S ecretary of S tate for In dia an d toeducate publicopin ion in
E n g lan dreg ardin g the poin tof v iew of the M uslim s.The deputation ,how ev er,failedin
theirobjectiv e an dreturn edem pty han ded.

M aulan a M oham m ad A li w rote an editorial in the Comrade, en titled "Choice of The

Turk s," supportin g the cause of Turk ey in the B alk an W ar.This editorial broug htthe
w rath of the m ig hty B ritish Em pire on his head,an d the security of Comrade an d its
Urdu coun terpart,Hamdard, w as declared forfeited to the Gov ern m en t.The Comrade

startedpublication som e tim e later,then fin ally ithadtoclose dow n ,an din hisfarew ell
m essag e,M aulan a M oham m adA li w rote,"W e hav e liv edbecause w e hav e dared,an d
w e shall still dare,an dw e shall still liv e".

In 1915,orders of in tern m en tw ere serv ed on him ,an d he w as con fin ed to M ehrauli,
L an dsdow n e an d Chhin dw ara in turn .W hile in in tern m en t,M aulan a M oham m ad A li
w as elected to preside ov er the an n ual session of the M uslim L eag ue to be held in
B om bay. B ut, as his in tern m en t prev en ted him from atten din g the session , the
presiden tial chair atthe session w as k eptv acan t,as a tribute to the fearless serv ices
ren deredby the M aulan a tothe cause of the M uslim sof the w orld.H e spen tm ostof the
tim e of his in tern m en tin the pursuitof Islam ic learn in g an d k n ow ledg e, the H oly

Q uran bein g his m ostfav orite book of study.H e w rote,"The pay-w ord of the Q uran
w as'S erv ice',"A n dhe rededicatedhislife tothe serv ice of hum an ity,the fouran da half
years of en forced in tern m en tseem to hav e purg ed him spiritually.W hen a g en eral
am n esty of all political prison ers w as declared in D ecem ber 1919,after the en d of the
FirstW orldW arthe tw obrothers,S hauk atA lian dM oham m adA li,com m on ly k n ow n
as the A li B rothers, w ere released from in tern m en t. They cam e to A m ritsar to

449
The Bombay Chronicle.



Our Freedom Fighters (1562-1947) Twenty One Great Lives; Copyright © www.sanipanhwar.com 197

participate in the an n ual session of the M uslim L eag ue, w here they w ere
en thusiastically w elcom edan dg arlan ded.

The W arw as ov er,an dTurk ey lay defeated.Itw as the belief of M aulan a M oham m ad

A li,as alsoof m illion s of M uslim s,thatJaziratul A rab,in cludin g H ejaz,P alestin e,Iraq,
S yria an d Turk ey should rem ain un der the Khaliph. Tow ards this en d, M aulan a
M oham m adA liw as m ain ly respon sible fororg an isin g the firstKhilafatCon feren ce,as
a resultof w hich a M uslim deputation w aited on L ord Chelm sford,the V iceroy of
In dia.The KhilafatCon feren ce decidedtosen da deputation toEn g lan d,an dM aulan a
M oham m adA liw as on e of the m em bers of this deleg ation thatv isitedEn g lan d.P roud
an d arrog an tin v ictory,the deputation foun d the B ritish in n o m ood to listen to the
v oice of reason ,an dthey return edtoIn dia w ithoutm eetin g w ith an y success.O n return

toIn dia,he plun g edhim self w hole-heartedly in the w ork of the KhilafatM ov em en tan d
the S w araj ag itation ,trav ellin g all ov er In dia w ith the restlessn ess of a w hirlw in d.It
w as m ain ly due to his efforts thatIn dia w itn essed a g reatin surg en ce of n ation al
con sciousn ess to w ork tow ards the g oal of self-g ov ern m en tfor In dia. H e an d his
brother, M aulan a S hauk atA li, join ed han ds w ith Gan dhi, an d un der his un ified
com m an d the Khilafatan d the Con g ress carried the m asses off their feetby rousin g
theirpolitical en thusiasm tofev erish heat.

O n 5th July, 1921, w as held the A ll-In dia KhilafatCon feren ce atKarachi. M aulan a
M oham m adA li,the P residen tof the KhilafatCom m ittee,m ade a darin g speech atthis
session ,w hich w ill g odow n in history as on e of the m ostscathin g in dictm en ts of the
B ritish rule in In dia an d the B ritish policy tow ards the M uslim coun tries. This
con feren ce,by a resolution ,declaredit"un law ful foran y faithful M uslim toserv e from
thatday in the arm y or help or acquiesce in their recruitm en t".The resolution further
declaredthatif the B ritish w ag edw arag ain stthe Gov ern m en tof A n g ora,the M uslim s

of In dia w ould starta m ass Civ il D isobedien ce M ov em en tan d establish com plete
in depen den ce an d hoistthe flag of the Republic of In dia atthe en suin g A hm adabad
session of the In dian N ation al Con g ress.

M aulan a M oham m adA li w as on on e of his frequen tpolitical tours an dw as trav ellin g
in a train betw een A ssam an dM adras,w hen on 14th S eptem ber,1921,he w as arrested
for his Karachi speech,as w ere also,from other parts of In dia,his brother M aulan a

S hauk atA li,D r.Kitchlew ,Jag atGuru S hri S han k ar A charya of S arada P eth,M aulan a
N isar A hm ed,P ir Ghulam M ujadid S irhin di of S in dh an d M aulv i H usain A hm ed,for
hav in g tak en partin , an d v oted for, the Karachi KhilafatCon feren ce Resolution .
M aulan a M oham m adA ll'sKarachispeech w asrepeatedfrom hun dredsof platform s,as
alsothe Karachi resolution .The Ulema in a Fatwa en dorsed the resolution adopted by

the Karachi session of the KhilafatCom m ittee.The Karachi resolution ,for w hich the
sev en leaders w ere arrestedan dtried,read,"This m eetin g clearly proclaim s thatitis in
ev ery w ay relig iously un law ful fora M ussalm an atthe presen tm om en ttocon tin ue in

the B ritish arm y or toen ter the arm y,an d itis the duty of all M ussalm an s in g en eral
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an d of the Ulema in particular to see thatthe relig ious com m an dm en ts are broug ht

hom e toev ery M ussalm an in the arm y."450 The charg e ag ain stthem w as thatthey had
con spired to seduce M uslim troops from their alleg ian ce to the Gov ern m en t. The
session strial of the accusedw asheldatthe Khalik din a H all on B un derRoadin Karachi,

w hich w ashastily con v ertedin toa tem porary court-room .

M aulan a M oham m adA liaddressedthe jury fortw odays,an dthis speech is k n ow n as
the H istoricS peech of M aulan a M oham m adA liatthe KarachiTrial.D urin g the course
of hisaddress,he said,"Idon otw an tan y defen ce.Ihav e n odefen ce tooffer.A n dthere
is n on eedof defen ce,foritis n otm e w hois on trial.Itis the judg e him self w hois on
trial.Itis the w hole system of publicprosecution s,the en tire prov ision s of law thatare
on trial." Explain in g thatto ev ery in div idual w hathis relig ion taug htw as m ore

im portan tthan w hathis k in g com m an ded,he said,"Is God's law fora B ritish subjectto
be m ore im portan tor the k in g 's law — a m an 's law ?"In a defian tm ood,he thun dered,
"W e don otrecog n ize the k in g an y lon g er as our k in g — w e don otow e an y loyalty to
an y m an w hoden iedourrig httobe loyal toGod...W here the question of Godcom es
in as ag ain stthe Gov ern m en t,Ican n othav e an y respectfor a Gov ern m en tw hen the
Gov ern m en tdem an ds from m e thatI m ustn otfirstrespectGod an d H is law s."
Explain in g the duty of a M uslim ,the M aulan a said,"B utthe day a m an calls him self a

M uslim ,he isboun dtoabide by w hatiscon tain edin the Q uran .If an y sin g le syllable of
itIreject,Iam n ota M uslim ...If todeclare the law s of Islam is an offen ce an dw e are
g uilty,then say so ...B ut,g en tlem en of the jury,Ido n otw an tyou to sav e m e an d I
w an tyou tobe sav ed yourselv es."Con tin uin g addressin g the jury,he said,"Can In ot
say this tothe jury— if these people are n ottrue totheir God,can they be true totheir
k in g ?"451

W hen the trial of our leaders w as tak in g place,I w as a studen tin S t.P atrick 's H ig h

S chool,Karachi.The n ew spapersw ere g iv in g w ide cov erag e tothe trial,an dIhadbeen
eag erly readin g the trial proceedin g s.Iw asan xioustow itn essthe trial,an dthroug h the
help of an in fluen tial fam ily frien d,Iw as squeezed in tothe Khalik din a H all,tow hich
adm ittan ce w as reg ulated. A s I heard M aulan a M oham m ad A li deliv er his g reat
oration ,m y boyish m in dw as ov erw helm edby hero-w orshipfora fearless m an ,w hoin
spite of the police bayon ets aroun d him w as challen g in g the m ig htof a foreig n rulin g
pow er.W hen the leadersw ere bein g ledoutof the H all,atthe en dof the day,an im pish

desire im pelled m e to rush tow ards M aulan a M oham m ad A li,w ith m y rig hthan d
outstretched, in order to shak e han ds w ith him .To m y childish eyes,the M aulan a
look ed literally an d fig urativ ely a g ian tfig ure.The w atchful an d alerteyes of a police
officercaug htm e in the actof rushin g tom eetthe prison ers,an dhe forcibly pulledm e
back from reachin g the outstretchedhan dof the sm ilin g M aulan a M oham m adA li.This
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w as the n earestIev er g otto the M aulan a.B utthe recollection of thatin ciden tin the
Khalik din a H all still lin g ersin m y m in dasa scen tedm em ory.

The trial w as m erely a com m an dperform an ce,heldun derthe w atchful eyes of an alien

Gov ern m en t,an d the resultw as that,exceptfor S hri S han k aracharya,all the six w ere
sen ten cedtotw oyears'im prison m en t.M aulan a S hauk atA lian dM aulan a M oham m ad
A li w ere lodg ed in the Karachi jail.D urin g the period of his im prison m en t,M aulan a
M oham m adA li w rote My Life: A Fragment.The A li B rothers w ere releasedfrom jail in

1923,an dM aulan a M oham m adA liw aselectedtopreside ov erthe Cocan ada session of
the Con g ress.The M aulan a jok in g ly said,"Ihav e com e from jail,w ith a return tick etin
m y pock et".H e re-startedthe Comrade an dthe Hamdard,adv ocatin g the cause of H in du-

M uslim un ity an dun derstan din g forthe political adv an cem en tof In dia.

W hen Q uaid-e-A zam Jin n ah form ulated his D elhi P roposals in 1927, M aulan a
M oham m ad A li succeeded in g ettin g the M adras session of the Con g ress to support
them . B ut the follow in g year, w ith the activ e support of Gan dhi, an all-parties
con feren ce w as calledin B om bay,w ith P an ditM otilal N ehru as chairm an .The schem e
thatem erg edfrom this Com m ittee cam e tobe k n ow n as the N ehru Report,w hich w en t
com pletely ag ain st the D elhi P roposals, an d M aulan a M oham m ad A li stood

disillusion edaboutthe sin cerity of the H in du leaders.Criticizin g the N ehru Report,the
M aulan a said,"The streetcrier un der the N ehru Reportw ill shout,'P eople belon g to
God; the coun try belon g s to the B ritish; the Gov ern m en t belon g s to the H in du
M ahasabha B ahadur".P residin g ov era publicm eetin g in B om bay in 1930,the M aulan a
said, "M r. Gan dhi is w ork in g un der the in fluen ce of the com m un alist H in du
M ahasabha. H e is fig htin g for the suprem acy of H in duism an d the suppression of
M uslim s...The M ussalm an shav e been oppressedan dpersecutedby the excessesof the
H in du m ajority in the lastten years.B utM r.Gan dhin ev ertriedtoim prov e m atters or

con dem n H in du terrorism ag ain stM uslim s."

M aulan a M oham m ad A li w as n om in ated as a m em ber to the FirstRoun d Table
Con feren ce,w here he m ade a soul-stirrin g speech atthe Fourth P len ary S ession on 19th
N ov em ber,1930.The sum an dsubstan ce of thisspeech w as,"Giv e m e Freedom ;or,g iv e
m e m y Grav e." D urin g the course of his address,he said,"Ihav e n otcom e toask for
D om in ion S tatus.Idon otbeliev e in the attain m en tof D om in ion S tatus.The on e thin g

to w hich I am com m itted is com plete in depen den ce ...In dia has puton fifty-leag ue
boots.W e are m ak in g forced m arches,w hich w ill aston ish the w orld;an dw e w ill n ot
g oback toIn dia,un less a n ew D om in ion is born ...Itis w ith these passion s surg in g in
our hearts thatw e hav e com e here ... The H in du-M uslim difficulty, lik e the arm y
difficulty,isyourow n creation ...Itisthe oldm axim of div ide an drule."

H e w as a chron icdiabeticw ith a dilated heart— v ery m uch a sick m an .H is speech at
the FirstRoun dTable Con feren ce w as ov er,butM aulan a M oham m adA li stayedon in

E n g lan d,un derg oin g treatm en t.Tow ards the en dof D ecem ber1930,itw as quite clear
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toall his frien ds,as alsotohim self,thatthe en dw as n ear.H e w rote a lon g lettertothe
B ritish P rim e M in ister, outlin in g his ow n orig in al solution for the H in du-M uslim
problem , as also his ow n ideas on In dia's political an d con stitution al ailm en ts. H e
w rote,"Iam fartooill ...M uslim scon stitute n ota m in ority in the sen se in w hich the last

w ar an d its sequel hav e habituated us to con sider European m in orities ...I reg retto
hav e tosay in theirabsen ce,Gan dhijian dP an ditM otilal N ehru hav e both surren dered
for the sak e of their popularity tothe H in du M ahasabha ...B utterritorial electorate in
In dia of the type of En g lan disan absurdity...."

O n 31stD ecem ber,althoug h con fin ed to bed in L on don ,he in v ited a few frien ds to
celebrate the birthday of hisdaug hter,an dhe hadordereddelicious In dian dishes from
S hafi'sRestauran ttoen tertain hisg uests.O n 3rdJan uary,1931,he becam e un con scious,

an dat9.30 a.m .on 4th Jan uary,1931,he breathedhis last.H is doctors saidthathe had
suffered a brain hem orrhag e caused by excessiv e m en tal w ork ,w hen in a v ery poor
state of health.The question arose as to w here he should be buried,v arious claim s
bein g tak en in to con sideration .Ultim ately itw as decided to acceptthe requestof the
Gran dM uftiof P alestin e,S yedA m in -al-H usain i,an dhe cam e tobe buriedin the sacred
city of Jerusalem .

"M oham m ad A li hadthe pen of a M acaulay;the ton g ue of a B urk e;an d the heartof a
N apoleon ."452
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NAWABZADA LIAQUAT ALI KHAN

(1895—1951)

A boutfiv e hun dred years ag o',an aristocratic fam ily of Iran ,tracin g its descen tfrom

N ausherw an the Just,m ig rated toIn dia.En deav ourin g tostrik e roots in a n ew social
m ileu,itfaceddiv erse v icissitudes of fortun e,chan g in g its residen ce from on e place to
an other,in the hope of betterprospects.This fam ily residedfora tim e in L ahore,then
m ig rated to M uzafarn ag ar in the Un ited P rov in ces,w here due to the brav ery of the
m em bers of the fam ily on the battle-field,the rulers of the tim e g av e them hig h m ilitary
appoin tm en ts as also con ferred on them rich jagirs.In 1806 this fam ily leftU.P .an d

m ig ratedtoKarn al in EastP un jab,w here they settleddow n perm an en tly.The headof
the fam ily ataboutthis tim e w as N aw ab A hm ed A li Khan ,w ho w as g iv en by the

B ritish the title of "Ruk n -ud-D aulah S ham sherJan g N aw ab B ahadur".The n am e of his
secon dson w as N aw ab Rustam A li Khan ,w how as aw ardedthe title of N aw ab,alon g
w ith his tw o brothers,N aw ab A zm atA li Khan an d N aw ab S ajad A li Khan ,after the
death of N aw ab A hm adA liKhan .453

N aw ab Rustam A li Khan had four son s— S ajad A li Khan ,L iaquatA li Khan ,Khurshid
A li Khan an d S adaquatA li Khan .L iaquatA li Khan w as born in Karn al on the 1stof

O ctober,1895.H is m other,M ahm oodah B eg um ,w as a lady of im posin g person ality.
S he w as the daug hter of Q uaher A li Khan of Rajpour in the districtof S aharan pur.
B roug htup in the old tradition s of a M uslim aristocratic fam ily,she saw to itthat
L iaquatA li Khan receiv ed his lesson s in the H oly Q uran an d H adith athom e from
M uslim scholars before he w as sen ttoa school in Karn al.H is m otherhas saidof him ,
"From his childhood,L iaquatA liKhan w as a m an of few w ords.H e w as a youn g m an
of sterlin g qualities an d w arm -hearted by n ature,particularly k in d to the poor.A s a
youn g m an he w as of an am iable n ature,n ev er pron e tolose his tem per.H e w as v ery

cordial in his relation ship w ith his serv an ts,bein g alw ays g en erous an d k in d tow ards
them . H e had an en orm ous capacity for m im ick in g an d im itatin g the v oices of
others."454 From his early days,he lik edtoiden tify him self w ith the poorpeople of the
districtaroun dhis house."W hen ev erhe w as fedupbein g w ith the N aw abzadas of his
ow n ag e,w ould leav e their com pan y an d g o to the houses of the poor v illag ers.H e
w ouldlisten totheirtales of w oe an dsufferin g an d,w herev erpossible,he w ouldhelp
them fin an cially.Itseem s he learn this firstlesson s of serv in g the m asses in his early

days."455
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Recoun tin g her recollection s of the childhood days of L iaquatA li Khan ,his m other
said,"A tthe ag e of four,he w as determ in ed tofastdurin g the m on th of Ram zan .W e
stron g ly rem on stratedag ain sthis w ish,as he w as tooyoun g .H e seem edtoag ree w ith
us.B utearly m orn in g ,atthe tim e of saheri he con spired w ith a house serv an t,an d

con tin uedtofastthroug houtthe m on th of Ram zan ...H e usedtofastev en in the v ery
hotm on ths of M ay an dJun e ...W hen he w as in the fifth stan dard,he stoodfirstin his
class,an dw as tobe aw ardeda book as a prize.H e requestedthatin steadof the book ,
he be aw ardeddouble prom otion .A ccordin g ly he w as adm ittedin the sev en th class ...
In his youn g erdays,L iaquatw as fon dof w restlin g ,an dev ery day he w ouldg otothe
akhara w ith his brothers ...H e w as alsofon dof chess an dg am es of cards.Then cam e a

tim e w hen he becam e fon dof crick et,an dhe w as on ce the captain of the crick etelev en
of A lig arh Colleg e ...H e w aspassion ately fon dof classical m usic,an dhe took lesson sin

itfrom a w ell k n ow n m aster,Ustad A llah Rak ha.H e used to learn from the latter to
play the harm on ium an dthe flute."456

L iaquatA liKhan seem edtohav e been far-sig htedev en in his school days.H e realized
thatif he w as to becom e an im portan tperson in life,he m usttak e to hig h education
an d,if possible,proceedtoEn g lan dforhig herstudies,afterhav in g g raduatedin In dia.
A ccordin g ly in 1910,he pleadedw ith his fathertoallow him tojoin A lig arh Colleg e for

his B .A .,a requestthathis fatherw illin g ly con ceded,an din thatyearL iaquatA liKhan
cam e tobe a studen tatA lig arh.A fter studyin g atA lig arh for som e tim e,he join ed a
colleg e in A llahabad,from w here he obtain ed his B .A .deg ree in 1918,after w hich he
return ed toKarn al.H e w as n ow tw en ty-three,an dhis fatherw as an xious thathis son
shouldg etm arried.A ccordin g tothe practice then prev alen t,the paren ts decidedtog et
him m arried to on e of his cousin s,Jehan g ira B eg um ,an d a dutiful son ag reed to the
w ishes of his paren ts.A few m on ths later,his father died,plun g in g L iaquatA li Khan
in toterrible g rief.

S om etim e afterhis father's death,L iaquatA liKhan decidedtog otoEn g lan dforhig her
studies. H e join ed Exeter Colleg e of the O xford Un iv ersity, obtain in g his M aster's
D eg ree from thatUn iv ersity in 1921.Thereafterhe join edthe In n erTem ple,from w here
he w as calledtothe B arin 1922.A tO xfordhe took an activ e partin debates org an ized
by the In dian M ajlis,of w hich he w as elected H on orary Treasurer.Itw as durin g his
colleg e days atO xford,as also durin g his days atthe In n er Tem ple,thatL iaquatA li

Khan felthim self draw n m ore an d m ore to politics.H e follow ed w ith g reatin terest
political ev en ts in In dia an d in E n g lan d,an d w as w aitin g for an opportun ity toen ter
activ e politics.H e return edtoIn dia in 1923.H e w as tem ptedw ith m an y offers of hig h
Gov ern m en tjobs,bein g a B arrister-at-L aw an ddescen dedfrom an aristocraticM uslim
fam ily.B utitw en tag ain sthis g rain to acceptan y serv ice.H e could hav e started his
ow n practice asa B arrister,butthe thoug htof settin g upa law office an dpleadin g cases
before m ag istrates an djudg es w as n otsom ethin g thatcouldtem pthim .Fortun ately for
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him ,he n eededn oserv ice orpractice tom ak e a liv in g ,forhis fam ily in com e prov ided
him w ith adequate resources toliv e abov e his n eeds.A n dsohe w aitedon the sidelin es
of life,studyin g political dev elopm en ts,an dw aitin g foran opportun ity toen teractiv ely
the political aren a. The M uslim L eag ue w as at this tim e the leadin g political

org an ization of the M uslim s of In dia,an dL iaquatA liKhan im m ediately becam e on e of
its m em bers.W hen in 1926 the election s w ere bein g heldforthe L eg islativ e A ssem bly,
he con tested for a seatin the A ssem bly as an in depen den tcan didate.H e w on the
election easily,an d w as n ow a m em ber of the P rov in cial L eg islativ e A ssem bly.H e
w an ted to be cautious,an d so he did n otjoin an y party in the H ouse,butsatas an
in depen den t. W ith experien ce g ain ed, he org an ized the D em ocratic P arty in the
L eg islativ e A ssem bly,an dw as electedits leader.W hen election s w ere heldforthe post
of D eputy S peak er of the H ouse, N aw abzada L iaquatA li Khan w as un an im ously

electedtothathig h office,w hile he w asyetin hisearly thirties.

W hile he w as D eputy S peak erof the U.P .L eg islativ e A ssem bly,he g otm arriedforthe
secon d tim e. The n am e of his secon d w ife w as Raan a B eg um , w ho is a hig hly
accom plishedlady,hig hly educated,cultured,refin ed,an dw asa dev otedw ife."A tthis
tim e,he m arriedan otheryoun g lady,hig hly educated.From the v ery firstday of their
m arriag e,Raan a B eg um ,due toher ow n in heren tg oodn ess an d dev otion ,becam e the

rig hthan dof L iaquatA li Khan ,an dshe w as his con stan tcom pan ion in his publiclife,
en courag in g him todedicate him self tothe serv ice of the coun try."457 A source of g reat
en courag em en t,B eg um Raan a L iaquatA li Khan has played a v ery com m en dable role
in the en tire political life of her husban d.A fter partition ,she rose to heig hts of g reat
em in en ce.The role thatshe has played in brin g in g aboutg reater social an d political
aw aren ess am on g the w om en of P ak istan is her lastin g n ation al con tribution . I
rem em ber callin g on her on e day in Karachi at10,V ictoria Road,w hile the Q uaid-e-
M illatw as the P rim e M in ister of P ak istan .H e w as the targ etof sev ere attack s in the
press by an in fluen tial section of our relig ious ulema. B eg um L iaquatw as terribly

depressedatthisun m eritedan dsev ere criticism ag ain stherhusban d,assom e hadev en
dem an dedthatL iaquatshouldresig n as P rim e M in ister.B eg um L iaquatA li Khan told
m e in a sadton e,"M r.A llan a,they w ill n ev erg eta m an lik e him as P rim e M in ister".A
few m on thslater,he fell a m artyrtoan assassin 'sbullet.

N aw abzada L iaquatA li Khan took a k een in terestin the education al adv an cem en tof

the M uslim s,atfirstw ithin his ow n prov in ce an d then on an all-In dia basis.In this
con n ection , itm ustbe m en tion ed thathe w as for a lon g tim e on the Exam in ation
Com m ittee of A lig arh Un iv ersity an d also of A g ra Un iv ersity. H e took these
respon sibilities in a spirit of dedicated serv ice, playin g an im portan t role in the
deliberation s of the m eetin g s of the com m ittees of the tw oUn iv ersities.H e w iden edhis
in terests in the fieldof education ,an dw as n ow activ ely associatedw ith the com m ittee
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that ran the A n g lo- A rabic Colleg e at D elhi. H e w as soon elected its H on orary
S ecretary,w hich office he heldw ith distin ction forsev en years.

H e hadjoin edthe M uslim L eag ue in 1923,an dev ersin ce then beg an totak e an activ e

in terestin itsaffairs.

Q uaid-e-A zam had been in v ited to atten d the A ll-P arties N ation al Con v en tion w hich
w as to m eetatCalcutta on 22n d D ecem ber, 1928, to discuss an d adoptthe N ehru
Report.B utthe Q uaid said he could n otdo so,un til an d un less the Coun cil of the
L eag ue had discussed itan d had g iv en him an d its represen tativ es a clear m an date.
W hen the m atter w as discussed in the L eag ue Coun cil,there w as a sharp cleav ag e,
som e adv ocatin g its total rejection , others, led by M . C. Chag la, pleadin g for its

acceptan ce.B utw hen the Coun cil decidedtorejectthe N ehru Report,Chag la resig n ed
from the S ecretaryship of the B om bay M uslim L eag ue.This w as the beg in n in g ,an d
Chag la w as soon to partcom pan y w ith the L eag ue an d join the Con g ress.H ow ev er,
Chag la's resolution thata steerin g com m ittee un derthe leadershipof the Q uaidshould
atten d the A ll-P arties N ation al Con v en tion w as adopted.Tw en ty-three deleg ates w ere
electedforthis purpose,an dam on g them N aw abzada L iaquatA liKhan 's n am e fig ured
prom in en tly.H e w as on ly thirty-three atthattim e,an d he w as already en trusted to

w ork un derthe Q uaidin a v ery crucial con feren ce.Com m en tin g on the discussion s in
the m eetin g ,Rais A hm edJafriw rites,"In this m eetin g M aulan a A bul Kalam A zad,M r.
A sad A li an d others w ere presen t.A n ew person ality cam e to the forefron tin this
m eetin g ,an d itw as n o other than L iaquatA li Khan ".458 B y 1930,his im portan ce an d
in fluen ce w as bein g feltin thatorg an ization .A fter the firstRoun d Table Con feren ce,
w hen Q uaid-e-A zam had retired from In dian politics an d w as practicin g before the
P riv y Coun cil in E n g lan d,itis on recordthatN aw abzada an dB eg um L iaquatA liKhan
calledon the g reatleader,beg g in g him toreturn toIn dia an dtak e upthe leadershipof

the M uslim s of In dia,w ho w ere in bad shape,politically speak in g .O n his return to
In dia aftera self-im posedtem porary retirem en t,the Q uaidcam e tobe m ore an dm ore
im pressedw ith the qualities of leadership thatw ere in heren tin L iaquatA li Khan .The
an n ual session of the A ll-In dia M uslim L eag ue m etatB om bay on 12th A pril,1936,
un der the presiden tship of S yed W azir H asan .The Q uaid w as the P residen tof the
L eag ue, an d the question arose of electin g a n ew Gen eral S ecretary. M ohataram a
Fatim a Jin n ah had related tom e how the N aw abzada cam e tobe elected tothathig h

office.S he saidthatRaja Ghazan farA liKhan w asa fav orite forthatoffice an dev eryon e
feltcon v in cedthatthe Raja S aheb w ouldbe elected.B utN aw abzada L iaquatA liKhan
had caug htthe eye of the Q uaid as a suitable person to hold thatdifficultpost.The
Q uaidlethischoice be k n ow n tosom e of the leaders,an dthe n am e of L iaquatA liKhan
beg an to g ather m ore an d m ore support.The resultw as thatitw as ag reed,by prior
con sen tam on g ourleaders,thatthe N aw abzada w ouldbe electedtothe post.The result
w as thatin the open session ,on 12th A pril, 1936, Q uaid-e A zam him self m ov ed a
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resolution ,proposin g L iaquatA li Khan to be the H on orary S ecretary.The resolution
said, "Resolv ed thatN aw abzada L iaquatA li Khan S aheb, D eputy P residen t, U.P .
L eg islativ e Coun cil,be electedH on orary S ecretary of the A ll-ln dia M uslim L eag ue for
the n extterm of three years".This resolution , secon ded by M aulv i S ir M oham m ad

Yak ub, w as un an im ously adopted, an d the N aw abzada becam e, for the firsttim e,
Gen eral S ecretary of the A ll-In dia M uslim L eag ue.H e con tin uedtoholdthis im portan t
an dv ital office in the org an ization from 1936 rig htupto1947.Itw as on ly afterpartition
thatan otherGen eral S ecretary w aselected.

D urin g the period 1936 to 1947,N aw abzada L iaquatA li Khan w as on e of the m ost
trusted lieuten an ts of the Q uaid.The tw ostood soclose toon e an other.The P ak istan
Resolution had been adopted atthe L ahore S ession of 1940,an d w ith its adoption the

opposition of the Un ion ists of the P un jab in creased ag ain stthe dem an d for P ak istan .
W hen the tw en ty-eig hth session of the L eag ue m etin M adras from the 12th to 15th
A pril,1941,the Q uaid w as determ in ed to m ak e itun am big uously clear thatP ak istan
w as the objectiv e of the L eag ue.A ccordin g ly,in thatsession ,N aw abzada L iaquatA li
Khan m ov eda resolution in corporatin g the objectiv es of the P ak istan Resolution in "the
aim s of objects of the A ll-In dia M uslim L eag ue".The resolution w as secon ded by H aji
A bdusS attarS ait,an ditw asun an im ously adopted.

W hen the A ll-In dia M uslim L eag ue S ession w as held atKarachi on 24th D ecem ber,
1943,the w hole n ation w as pulsatin g w ith n ew hope an d expectation s.W e all had a
feelin g thatw e w ere on the thresholdof a n ew era,an dthe M uslim s of In dia w ere in a
determ in ed m ood.The Q uaid's presiden tial speech laid dow n the g uide-lin es for the
policy tobe pursuedby the L eag ue.The sum total of his speech w as thatthe tim e had
com e w hen "the B ritish m ustdiv ide an d quit".H e w an ted In dia to be div ided in to
P ak istan an dH in dustan ,an dthe B ritish m ustg racefully tak e theirbow from the In dian

scen e.O n ce ag ain the question before us w as w ho w as to be the H on orary Gen eral
S ecretary of the L eag ue.1943 w as n ot1936,an dall of us w ere con v in cedthatthere w as
on ly on e m an suitedforthe post— an dthatm an w asN aw abzada L iaquatA liKhan .H is
n am e w as proposedforthe post.Q uaid-e-A zam ,in puttin g the proposition tothe v ote,
said "N aw abzada L iaquat A li Khan is m y rig ht han d m an ". H e paid v ery hig h
com plim en ts tothe un tirin g w ork putin by L iaquatas the S ecretary of the L eag ue ata
difficultperiod of its history.H e said,"L iaquatA li Khan has w ork ed an d serv ed the

L eag ue day an dn ig ht",an dthatitw as beyon dthe capacity of an y on e m an toshoulder
the burden an d respon sibility of w ork thathe had been called upon todo.H e said he
couldn otthin k of an yon e else bettersuitedforthe postthan L iaquatA li Khan ,w hose
n am e w as before the m eetin g ."H e com m an ds the un iv ersal respectan d con fiden ce of
the M uslim s of In dia."The Q uaidsaidthatin spite of his birth in an aristocraticfam ily,
he w as a true plebeian ,an d he hoped otherN aw abzadas in the coun try w ould follow
his exam ple."Iw ish him a lon g life of serv ice tothe com m un ity." The resolution w as
un an im ously adoptedam idthun derous applause.A fterthe m eetin g w as ov er,m an y of

us m oun tedthe dais tocon g ratulate the N aw abzada on hisbein g solav ishly praisedby
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the Q uaid. A s I shook han ds w ith him , I could see his beam in g face ag low w ith
suprem e satisfaction .A fter all,the Q uaid-e-A zam w as n oteasily m ov ed to praise a
m an .L iaquatA liKhan on ce ag ain ev ok edthe adm iration of the Q uaidin the latterhalf
of 1945.A g roup of youn g M uslim s hadg on e tosee the Q uaidathis house in D elhi at

10,A uran g zeb Road.H e discussedw ith them curren tIn dian political problem s.D urin g
the course of his observ ation s,the Q uaid said,''Gan dhi has m en w hocan adv ise him
an d w hom he can depen d on . A n d he lean s on them quite often ... I hav e on ly
L iaquat."459

B y 1937 L iaquatw as already an established leader of all-In dia im portan ce.H e w as,
therefore,in cludedin the trade deleg ation thatthe Gov ern m en tof In dia sen ttoEn g lan d
in thatyear.In 1940 there w ere election sbein g heldtothe Cen tral L eg islativ e A ssem bly.

N aw abzada L iaquatA li Khan had putin years of hard,dedicated an d useful w ork in
the U.P .L eg islativ e A ssem bly.H e w as n ow in v itedby the M uslim L eag ue tocon testfor
a seatin the Cen tral L eg islativ e A ssem bly from B areilly con stituen cy.The Con g ress
m achin ation s w ere in full sw in g an d they tried their besttofin d a M uslim to oppose
him .Their efforts succeeded atfirst,an d an un k n ow n M uslim filed his n om in ation
ag ain st L iaquat. B utlater on the Con g ress an d their hen chm en soug ht safety in
discretion ,an d he w ithdrew his n om in ation ,en ablin g the N aw abzada to g etelected

w ithouta con test.The Q uaidw as the L eaderof the M uslim L eag ue P arty,an dL iaquat
becam e the obv iouschoice for the postof D eputy L eader.Greatly en courag ed by the
Q uaid from tim e to tim e, L iaquat dev eloped in to an accom plished debater an d
parliam en tarian , an d he often crossed sw ords w ith an d v an quished such Con g ress
stalw arts as B hulabhaiD esaian dA saf A li.The H ouse then w as full of brillian torators,
an dL iaquatA liKhan w as certain ly am on g the bestof them ."The Q uaid,w how as the
L eader of the P arty,did n otalw ays g ettim e to com e to the A ssem bly cham ber those
days. A s his appearan ce in the A ssem bly becam e rare, M r. L iaquatA li Khan had

v irtually tofun ction as the P arty's L eader.H e alsoexhibitedthen an im m en se capacity
forw illin g ly acceptin g an y loadof respon sibilities an dw ork thatcom e his w ay."460 H e
seem stohav e hadan im m en se capacity forw ork .For,besidesbein g the D eputy L eader
of the M uslim L eag ue A ssem bly P arty,he w as alsoH on orary Gen eral S ecretary of the
M uslim L eag ue,Con v en or of the A ction Com m ittee of the A ll-In dia M uslim L eag ue,
Chairm an of the Cen tral P arliam en tary B oard,the M an ag in g D irector of D aw n ,the
L eag ue's official org an ,w hich w as ren derin g such excellen tan d in v aluable serv ice to

the cause of the M uslim sof In dia.

"In 1944,w hen the Con g ress P arty resum edits participation in the Cen tral L eg islature,
its leader w as B hulabhai D esai.H e w as frequen tly in touch w ith N aw abzada L iaquat
A liKhan in con n ection w ith the A ssem bly w ork an dthe tw ow ere on cordial term s."461

In the year1945,D esaisug g esteda form ula toL iaquatin ordertoresolv e the Con g ress
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L eag ue deadlock .The H in du presspublishedthe g istof these proposals an dsaiditw as
the "D esai-L iaquatP act".The N aw abzada had tak en partin the discussion s,buthad
m ade n operson al com m itm en tor prom ise on behalf of the L eag ue.O n 13th Jan uary,
1945,B hulabhai D esai in terv iew ed S ir Ev an Jen k in s,P riv ate S ecretary to the V iceroy

an d assured him thatL iaquathad g iv en his con sen tto the "D esai P lan ".The Q uaid
in form edthe Gov ern orof B om bay thathe k n ew n othin g of the so-calledD esaiL iaquat
P act."B utin spite of Gan dhiji'srepeatedw arn in g thathe shouldg etev erythin g reduced
in w ritin g before com m ittin g him self to an ythin g ,an d further to see to itthatithad
Jin n ah's approv al,B hulabhai,itseem s,allow edhis ov er-eag ern ess forresults tog etthe
better of his leg al acum en an d far sig htan d failed totak e the elem en tary precaution s
thathadbeen sug g estedtohim ."462 From this itis clearthatthe N aw abzada hadsig n ed
orag reedton odefin ite pact,an dhe accordin g ly issueda press statem en t,den yin g he

had sig n ed an y docum en t,"M r.D esai k n ow s full w ell thatthere is n o P act,butm ere
proposals,w hich w ere on ly asa basisforhism ission I m ade it plain to him that
w hatev erIsaidw as m y person al v iew an dthatIhadn ooccasion tocon sultM r.Jin n ah
aboutthe m atter".

The S im la Con feren ce,w hich m etat11 o'clock on 25th Jun e,1945,w as a m ileston e in
our strug g le for freedom . The Q uaid had atfirstin sisted on the prin ciple thatthe

L eag ue alon e w as en titled to sug g estthe n am es of M uslim s to be in v ited to the
con feren ce.M aulan a A zad,how ev er,w as in v itedin his capacity as the P residen tof the
Con g ress,KhizarH ayatKhan as P rem ierof the P un jab an dD r.Khan S ahib as P rem ier
of the Fron tier P rov in ce. The M uslim L eag ue w as represen ted by six leaders, an d
secon din the listof the L eag ue w as the n am e of N aw abzada L iaquatA liKhan ,the first
bein g Q uaid-e-A zam . W hen in 1946, the M uslim L eag ue ag reed to appoin t its
represen tativ es in the in terim Gov ern m en tatthe Cen tre,the Q uaidin cludedL iaquat's
n am e atthe top of the listof n om in ees of the L eag ue.W hen L iaquatA li Khan w as

allocated the Fin an ce P ortfolio,there w as a w hisperin g cam paig n of ridicule by the
H in dus thata M uslim can n ev erbe a successful Fin an ce M in ister.The Con g ress ag reed
to the appoin tm en tof the N aw abzada as Fin an ce M in ister in the v ain hope thathe
w ouldprov e tobe an utterfailure.B utL iaquatA liKhan hadan in exhaustible capacity
for learn in g an d succeeded in an y job thatw as en trusted to him .H e con foun ded his
criticsby hisresoun din g success asFin an ce M in ister.Com m en tin g on the firm g ripthat
L iaquathad on his M in istry, M aulan a A bul Kalam A zad w rote thatthe Con g ress

leaders soon foun dthat"ev en the postof a peon couldn otbe filledw ithoutthe orders
of the Fin an ce D epartm en t".

The In dian B udg et for 1947-48 w as to be prepared un der the g uidan ce of the
N aw abzada an d the w hole of H in du In dia w as curious to k n ow w hatproposals it
w ould con tain ,the firstev erB udg ettobe presen ted by a M uslim Fin an ce M in ister.In
his B udg etproposals he had soug htto im pose a busin ess profittax of tw en ty-fiv e
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percen ton in com es ov era certain slab.H in du B ig B usin ess w as up in arm s,protestin g
v ehem en tly ag ain stthe B udg etproposals,an din sin uatin g thatthey w ere in spiredby a
desire on the partof the Fin an ce M in ister to hithard the H in dus,as itw ould be an
ov erw helm in g m ajority of H in du busin essm en thatw ould com e un der the axe of this

n ew tax,an dthatv ery few M uslim sw ouldfall in thiscateg ory.The Con g ressM in isters,
in cludin g P an ditN ehru,had ag reed to these proposals in the Cabin etm eetin g ,w hen
the N aw abzada placed his B udg etproposals before them . The Con g ress had been
shoutin g from the house-tops thatthey w ere socialists in their outlook , w hile the
M uslim L eag uers w ere a pro-capitalistclass.B utw hen itcam e tothe test,the rev erse
prov ed to be true. The protests of B ig B usin ess frig hten ed the Con g ress, in cludin g
N ehru,lik e a storm shak in g a blade of g rass.The Con g ress beg an toopen ly oppose it,
an d N ehru sided w ith the Con g ress,sayin g he did n otrealize the im plication s of this

tax,w hen he hadag reedtoitin the Cabin etm eetin g .The Cabin etw as badly splitov er
this taxation proposal, an d in order to m ain tain un an im ity w ithin the Cabin et, the
leader of the L eag ue in the Cabin et, N aw abzada L iaquatA li Khan , ag reed to a
com prom ise,reducin g the tax from tw en ty-fiv e percen ttosev en teen an da half percen t.

"L iaquatA li's budg ethas putthe Con g ress in tothe in v idious position of bein g
calledupon toprotectits big busin ess supporters an d of seek in g relief for them

apparen tly at the expen se of its ow n prog ressiv e an d equiv ilitarian
declaration ."463

L eon ard M osley w rote, "L iaquat's budg ethad heav ily soak ed the m illion aire
back ers of the Con g ress an dshow edup the hypocrisy of the P arty's claim tobe
socialists."464

O n the 22n d of N ov em ber,1946,L ord W av ed,the V iceroy,issued in v itation s for the

m eetin g of the Con stituen tA ssem bly,w hich w as to determ in e the future of In dia's
political set-up.The Q uaid issued in struction s to the M uslim L eag ue m em bers of the
Con stituen tA ssem bly toboycottits sittin g s.Thisrousedthe an g erof L ordW av ell,w ho
w arn edL iaquatA li Khan thatun less the L eag ue un equiv ocally acceptedthe 16th M ay
statem en t,he w ouldn otallow M uslim L eag ue n om in ees tocon tin ue as M in isters in the
In terim Gov ern m en t.L iaquatA li Khan ,as loyal as ev ertothe L eag ue,statedthatthey
w ould rather quitthe Cabin etthan disobey the m an date of the L eag ue.H e further

accused the B ritish Gov ern m en tof n othav in g the courag e to force the Con g ress to
acceptin totothe B ritish Cabin etM ission P lan .The N aw abzada furtherw en ton record
tostate thatif a lastin g accordw astobe foun dan dan acceptable con stitution w as tobe
ev olv ed, the n ecessary prerequisite w as an un derstan din g betw een the L eag ue an d
Con g ress,an dthatcon dition w as n ow here in sig ht,due tothe an ti-M uslim attitude of
the Con g ress. The B ritish Gov ern m en tw as in an un en v iable predicam en t, an d the
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S ecretary of S tate w rote tothe V iceroy torequesttw oleaders of each of the tw oparties,
the L eag ue an dCon g ress,an dS ardarB aldev S in g h tov isitEn g lan d,in ordertoresolv e
the deadlock . The Q uaid ultim ately ag reed, an d g av e the n am es of the tw o
represen tativ es of the L eag ue— Q uaid-e-A zam M oham m adA liJin n ah an dN aw abzada

L iaquatA li Khan .The leaders reachedL on don on 2n d D ecem ber,1946.The talk s that
took place w ith the S ecretary of S tate hasten edthe tran sferof pow erin In dia.

O n the 14th,of A ug ust,1947,P ak istan cam e in toexisten ce as an in depen den tsov ereig n
S tate. O n the 15th w as issued the firstn otification of the Gov ern m en tof P ak istan ,
w herein itw as n otifiedthatQ uaid-e-A zam M oham m adA liJin n ah "has been appoin ted
by H is M ajesty tobe the Gov ern or-Gen eral of P ak istan ".A n othern otification ,issuedon
the sam e day,saidthat"The Gov ern or-Gen eral has been g raciously pleasedtoappoin t

M r.L iaquatA liKhan ,M r.I.I.Chun drig ar,M r.Ghulam M oham m ad,S ardarA bdurRab
N ishtar,M r.Ghazan farA liKhan ,M r.Jog en dra N ath M an dal,M r.FazlurRahm an tobe
M in isters of the Gov ern m en t of P ak istan ". N aw abzada L iaquat A li Khan w as
desig n atedin the n otification tobe the P rim e M in isteran din charg e of Foreig n A ffairs
an dCom m on w ealth Relation san dD efen ce.

B ein g the firstP rim e M in isterof a n ew coun try,startin g from scratch,w as n oeasy job.

B ut the Q uaid-e-M illat prov ed equal to the task ; he shouldered his difficult
respon sibilities w ith the determ in ation of a dedicated patriot.W hen abouta year after
our in depen den ce,w e lostthe foun der of P ak istan ,Q uaid-e A zam M oham m ad A li
Jin n ah,L iaquatA li Khan 's respon sibilities in creased a hun dredfold.Itstan ds to his
etern al creditthatour firstP rim e M in ister g uided the ship of our destin y w ith the
utm ostsk ill an dtact.

The A g a Khan w rote,"P ak istan facedatthe outseta farhardertask than hern eig hbor...

In P ak istan ....ev erythin g hadtobe builtfrom the v ery beg in n in g ".Then he g oes on to
describe the extraordin ary w ork don e by the Q uaid-e-A zam tom ak e P ak istan a g oin g
con cern . Com in g to those thatw ork ed as the Q uaid's lieuten an ts, the A g a Khan
con tin ues,"There w as,too,Q uaid-e A zam 's faithful an dsk illedhen chm an ,L iaquatA li
Khan H e issurv iv edby hisw ife,in herow n fieldof w ork an din terestshardly lessable
an dcertain ly n oless dev otedthan herstaun ch an dbelov edhusban d.B utL iaquatw ill
be m issed ... L iaquat's qualities w ere n otbrig htor show y, butw hose stren g th of

character w as solid, durable, an d of the utm ostfidelity. H e prov ed his w orth in
P ak istan 's secon d stern testin g ...L iaquatw as in ev ery w ay a w orthy successor (tothe
Q uaid)."465

Itw as the 16th of O ctober 1951,an d Q uaid-e-M illatw as toproceed toRaw alpin di on
official busin ess,an dtoaddress thatday a publicm eetin g in the Com pan y B ag h in that
city. A ccom pan ied by N aw ab S iddiq A li Khan , his P olitical S ecretary, an d other
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m em bers of his person al staff,the P rim e M in ister boarded the plan e atD rig h Road
A irportearly in the m orn in g .D urin g the flig ht,he w as busy disposin g of urg en tan d
im m ediate files thatw ere placed before him .A tChak lala A irport,n ear Raw alpin di,
there w as a larg e crow dtoreceiv e him ,in cludin g im portan tofficers of the Gov ern m en t

an d citizen s.H e w as presen ted a g uard of hon or on steppin g off the plan e.O n bein g
in troducedtothe represen tativ es of the press,on e journ alistask edhim the purpose of
hisv isittoRaw alpin di."Tom eetyou people,"he repliedw ith a sm ile.466

The public m eetin g atCom pan y B ag h w as to startatthree in the aftern oon an d the
Q uaid-e-M illatw as toarriv e atfour.H e arriv edexactly on tim e,m oun tedthe dais,an d
"as custom ary w ith him ,he w en ton salutin g the hug e g atherin g forabouton e m in ute.
B uthisface w asserious,ratherthan sm ilin g an djov ial,asusual."467 There w ason ly on e

chairon the dais.The P residen tof the Raw alpin diM uslim L eag ue g arlan dedhim ,an d
also read outthe address of w elcom e.Then rose the P rim e M in ister to address the
g atherin g .H e w en tto the m icrophon e,an d stood before itfor a w hile,as thathug e
crow d v ociferously cheered an d applauded him .A hushed silen ce then descen ded on
thatg atherin g .The Q uaid-e-M illatstarted his speech.A s he said,"Brathran-e Millat",

there w as the soun dof a pistol shot.L iaquatA li Khan puthis rig hthan din the reg ion
of hisheart.The g atherin g w asastoun ded,foritw asclearthatsom eon e hadshothim in

the chest,an d som e m ore shots w ere heard.H e fell on the dais,as blood oozed outof
his chest.N aw ab S iddiqA li Khan w alk edup,an dputthe Q uaid-e-M illat's headin his
lap.W ater w as broug ht.The g lass w as putto his m outh.B uthe could n otdrin k H e
w hispered fain tly,"A llah".Then he recited the Kalm a,an d his lastw ords w ere,"M ay
GodprotectP ak istan ".The assassin w as k illedon the spot.S haheed-e-M illatw as tak en
in a cartothe Com bin edM ilitary H ospital,w here the doctorspron oun cedhim dead.

B y this suprem e sacrifice,the Q uaid-e M illatearn ed for him self the im m ortal title of

"S hahid-e-M illat".H e diedin harn ess,in the serv ice of hispeople an dhiscoun try.

Itis im portan ttorecall his In depen den ce D ay M essag e of 14th A ug ust,1951,abouttw o
m on ths before he died.Itshow s the in ten se lov e he had for P ak istan ,an d rev eals his
in dom itable w ill to see thatP ak istan becam e on e of the leadin g n ation s of the w orld.
"This day,w hich w e celebrate ev ery year,is tom e a challen g e an d an opportun ity for
rededication tothe g reattask of state-buildin g setup by the Q uaid-e-A zam .W e hav e

w eathered m an y a storm an d our course has been firm . B y patien ten duran ce of
hardships an d con structiv e effortw e hav e w on the respectof n ation s.B utthere is n o
room forcom placen cy.The task is lon g an darduous.L etus m arch on w ith Un ity,Faith
an dD isciplin e asourbeacon s.L etthisIslam icD em ocracy of P ak istan actas an exam ple
of peace, prosperity an d harm on ious prog ress for a w orld torn betw een con flictin g
ideolog ies."
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CHOUDHARY RAHMAT ALI

(1895—1951)

"The M uslim Em pire fell in 1857 The M uslim s hadtheirhom elan dsin P ak istan ;thatis,
P un jab,N orth-W estFron tier P rov in ce ...Kashm ir,S in dh an d B aluchistan .The n am e
P ak istan Ideriv edfrom the n am es of these fiv e P rov in ces.The M uslim s hadliv edthere
as a n ation for ov er tw elv e hun dred years,an d possess a history,a civ ilization ,an d a
culture of theirow n .The area isseparatedfrom In dia proper(H in dustan )by the Jam n a;
an ditisn ota partof In dia.A lthoug h tw elv e hun dredyearsag othere w ere H in dusan d
a H in du Em pire,sin ce 712,for ov er a thousan d years,they (the H in dus)hav e been a
m in ority com m un ity there.The total population of P ak istan is 42 m illion s,of w hich 32

m illion s are M uslim .Their racial orig in s are from Cen tral A sia,an d socially their type
of civ ilization is totally differen tfrom thatof H in dustan .Islam as a social,m oral,an d
political system ,is the k ey to,an d the outstan din g feature of,the P ak istan i n ation .I
w an tyou,M adam ,toclearly un derstan dthis basicpoin t.The M uslim s in P ak istan are
in their n ation al hom e.The M uslim s in H in dustan (i.e.,In dia proper) w en tthere as
con querors.Therefore H in dustan w asthe M uslim em pire,w here forov ern in e hun dred
years they ruledov era v astn ativ e m ajority.B utw hen they lostthis colon ial Em pire,as

distin ctfrom P ak istan ,the M uslim sw hosettledin these M uslim Im perial D om in ion sof
H in dustan becam e a m in ority com m un ity in H in dustan .Ihav e n othin g tosay ag ain st
it;itis a fact...The distin ction betw een P ak istan an d H in dustan (In dia proper) has
been ,an d shall ev erbe,clear as the m idday sun .W hile in the form er they are in their
n ation al hom e,in the latter they are a m in ority com m un ity,w ho had on ce ruled by
rig htof con quest.Itis a trag edy thatthis historical reality w as callously ig n ored.The
tw o— P ak istan an d H in dustan — w ere con fused.H en ce the presen tcatastrophe ...W e
are asproudof ourhistory asw e are con fiden tof ourfuture The seedsow n in 1933 has

tak en rootan dourw ork isprog ressin g fav orably.The P ak istan N ation al M ov em en thas
its propag an da cen ters all ov erP ak istan .In all P rov in ces of the Fatherlan dw e hav e our
org an ization s. A partfrom pam phlets, tracts, han dbills, an d other literature issued
reg ularly by the P rov in cial cen ters,a w eek ly n ew spaper un der the title of P ak istan is
bein g publishedtopropag ate the ideals of the m ov em en t...Iadm itthatin the presen t
strug g le ourback is tothe w all,butw e rem em berthatin this v ery lan dourforefathers
successfully faced far w orse situation s than w e hav e to m eettoday. For us itis a

question ,'Tobe orn ottobe'.W e k n ow thatP ak istan is ourdestin y.Itm ay orm ay n ot
be realizedin m y lifetim e;but,w ith tim e,itissure tocom m an drecog n ition an dbecom e
forthe people of P ak istan an ideal w orthy of the hig hestdedication ."468
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In these w ords,Choudhary Rahm atA li,foun der of the P ak istan N ation al M ov em en t,
started in Cam bridg e,En g lan d,in 1933,explain ed his con ceptof P ak istan in 1937 to
H alide Edib,the ren ow n edTurk ish authoran dtrav eler.They rev eal a depth of passion
fora cause,w hich he con sideredtobe dearertohim than life itself,an dhis w hole life

from the day he started this M ov em en tw as dedicated to further the claim for the
establishm en tof P ak istan .H e w as an idealist,w how as n otpreparedtotalk orthin k in
term s of other altern ativ es or todiscuss com prom ise solution s.H e had an un shak able
an dun dyin g faith in the P ak istan M ov em en t,an dhe didliv e tosee the establishm en tof
a sov ereig n ,in depen den tcoun try,P ak istan .

In the secon d half of the n in eteen th cen tury there liv ed in v illag e M ohar in D istrict
H oshiarpurin the P un jab a m an calledChoudhary S hah M oham ad,w how asthe ow n er

of a sm all lan d-holdin g n ear the v illag e,throug h the in com e of w hich he w as able to
fin an cially m ain tain his fam ily an dhim self in respectable circum stan ces.In this fam ily
w as born in 1895 a son ,w hom they n am edRahm atA li.469 The father had been den ied
the ben efits of hig h education ,buthe w as k een thatRahm atA lishouldreceiv e the best
education possible,an d to m ak e this possible,he w en ton sav in g en oug h m on ey to
prov ide him w ith adequate fun ds tocom plete his education .From his early childhood,
Rahm atA lishow edsig n sof g reatprom ise asa studen t,w hich m ade hisparen tsan dhis

relativ esfeel certain thatthe youn g boy hada brillian tfuture before him .A fterfin ishin g
his prim ary education in M ohar,Rahm atA li w en ttoRahun tojoin the m iddle school
there.W hen he foun don ly a few years w ere leftforhis appearin g form atriculation ,he
w en tto Jullun der City,w here he join ed the A n g lo-S an sk ritH ig h S chool,an d itw as
from this school that he passed his m atriculation exam in ation . L ahore w as the
education al an dcultural cen tre of the P un jab,w here flock edstuden tsin theirthousan ds
to com plete their colleg e education .The youn g an d am bitious Rahm atA li also fell to
the charm of L ahore,an d he cam e tothatcity,w here he join ed the Islam ia Colleg e in

ordertog ethisB achelorof A rtsdeg ree.470

W hile studyin g atIslam ia Colleg e,Choudhary Rahm atA li took k een in terestin the
extra-curricular activ ities of the colleg e.A ddressin g the B azm -e-S hibli in the Islam ia
Colleg e in 1915,Choudhary Rahm atA li saidthatthe n orthern partof In dia con sists of
an ov erw helm in g population of M uslim s,an ditw ill be k eptM uslim .N oton ly w ouldit
be M uslim ,he said,butitw ouldbe m ade a M uslim S tate.This,he con tin ued,w ouldbe
possible,on ly if the M uslim s shook off the dom in ation of the H in du banias an dbecam e

in depen den tof them .471 Choudhary Rahm atA li w as also for som e tim e editor of the
colleg e m ag azin e,The Crescent.W hile pursuin g his colleg e studies,Choudhary Rahm at
A li took on a job as sub-editor of Kashmiri, w hich w as bein g run by M un shi

M oham eddin Fauq, in order to supplem en tthe m eag er allow an ce thathe receiv ed
ev ery m on th from his fam ily.To him this w as an opportun ity to v en tilate his n on -
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con form istv iew s aboutM uslim an dIn dian politics,an dhe didsoin m an y articles that
he w rote in Kashmiri w ith g reatferv or an d force.This in v ited the w rath of an ov er-
sen sitiv e foreig n Gov ern m en t,w hich dem an ded from Kashmiri an am oun tw hich w as

im posedas pun itiv e security.M un shiM oham eddin Fauqpaidthe security m on ey,but

he ask edChoudhary Rahm atA litoquithisjob assub-editor.472

"Ihadthe g oodfortun e of bein g a class-fellow an da frien dof Choudhary Rahm atA li.I
am talk in g of 1923,w hen w e w ere tog etheratthe L aw Colleg e,L ahore,an dRahm atA li
w as liv in g in a sm all flatin the buildin g in w hich the office of your esteem ed
n ew spaper(The Pakistan Times)is n ow located.Ev en as early as 1923,Rahm atA li used

to expoun d his theory of "In dian ism " an d a separate hom elan d for the m in orities—
M uslim s,S ik hs,D rav idian s,etc.Irem em berthatw e M uslim studen ts w ith P an -Islam ic

lean in g s used tofollow his discourses on these topics w ith m uch in terestan d used to
m eetathis flatin the ev en in g s to hear his talk .H e had a m ag n etic person ality an d I
m ustadm itthatall of us w how ere in con tactw ith him w ere g reatly in fluen cedby his
w ell-reason ed arg um en ts.B utatthattim e w e used todescribe his dream s as Utopian .
A tthattim e,he used to raise his v oice an d shoutthathis dream w ould on e day be
realised.For his so-called rabid com m un alism ,som e H in du studen ts of the Colleg e
approached the then H in du P rin cipal,M r.Chatterji,an d talk ed ag ain stRahm atA li.

L ater w e learn tthatthe P rin cipal had told the studen ts thatthey should n otg iv e an y
im portan ce toRahm atA li,ashe w asa m ere dream eran da m adm ullah".473

Forsom e tim e,Choudhary Rahm atA liw ork edas L ecturerin Chiefs Colleg e in L ahore.
"In those days m an y people from his an cestral v illag e v isited L ahore,an d they w ould
in v ariably com e to v isitChoudhary Rahm atA li in his house,w hich w as atthattim e
n ear a m osque.B uthe w as an in corrig ible w an derer.H e w ouldleav e his house in the
m orn in g ,an dreturn hom e v ery late in the ev en in g ...."W hen ev erhe w rote letters tohis

fam ily ortohisfrien dsin his n ativ e v illag e,he w ouldsig n them as"Choudhary Rahm at
A li A zad".474 A ftersom e tim e,Choudhary Rahm atA li leftIn dia forEn g lan dtobecom e
a barrister an d "M r.Rahm atA li fin ished education in E n g lan d,obtain in g M .A .an d
L .L .B .w ith hon ors from the Un iv ersities of Cam bridg e an dD ublin ".475 W hile studyin g
atCam bridg e,Choudhary Rahm atA lithrew him self headlon g in topropag atin g his pet
v iew s on the future of the M uslim s of In dia.H e firm ly believ ed thatin the n orth-
w estern partof In dia,asalsoin the Eastan din H yderabadD eccan ,the M uslim sshould

hav e their ow n hom elan d.H e seem s tohav e started his career of pam phleteerin g an d
haran g uin g M uslim studen tsatCam bridg e aroun d1930.H e appearstohav e frequen tly
v isitedL on don atthe tim e of the Roun dTable Con feren ces an dexplain edhis poin tof
v iew ov er the future of M uslim politics in the subcon tin en t."Rahm atA li's w as the
solitary v oice w hich atthattim e w arn ed the M uslim s,as alsothe deleg ates atten din g
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the Roun d Table Con feren ces, of the dan g ers in v olv ed in the M uslim s of this
subcon tin en tbein g m ade a partan dparcel of the In dian Federation ."476

Itw as durin g the years 1930 an d1933 thathe seem s tohav e established"The P ak istan

N ation al M ov em en t",w ith Its head-quarters on 16,M on tag ue Road,Cam bridg e.O n
28th Jan uary,1933,he issued his firstm em orable pam phlet,"Now or Never; Are we to
Live or Perish for Ever?"an dthe residen tial addressof "Choudhary Rahm atA li,Foun der,

P ak istan N ation al M ov em en t"is g iv en as 3,H um berston e Road,Cam bridg e,En g lan d.
The cov erin g letter said,"I am en closin g herew ith an appeal on behalf of the thirty
m illion M uslim s of P ak stan (itm ustbe n oted here thatthe letter 'i'is m issin g in the
w ord 'P ak istan 'as speltby Choudhary Rahm atA li atthattim e),w ho liv e in the fiv e
N orthern Un its of In dia— P un jab, N orth-W estFron tier (A fg han ) P rov in ce, Kashm ir,

S in dh,an d B aluchistan .Item bodies theirdem an d for the recog n ition of their n ation al
status,as distin ctfrom otherin habitan ts of In dia,by the g ran ttoP ak istan of a separate
Federal Con stitution on relig ious, social an d historical g roun ds." The appeal, the
pam phletg oes on tostate,is bein g m ade ata critical m om en t,w hen the M uslim s are
en g ag edin a life an ddeath strug g le.In dia is n oton e coun try,butcon sists of parts that
hav e "retain eddistin ctn ation alitiesof theirow n ...O urrelig ion an dculture,ourhistory
an dtradition ,oursocial code an decon om icsystem ,ourlaw s of in heritan ce,succession

an dm arriag e are fun dam en tally differen tfrom those of the peoples liv in g in the restof
In dia W e don otin ter-din e;w e don otin term arry.O urn ation al custom san dcalen dars,
ev en ourdietan ddress are differen t...If w e,the M uslim s of P ak istan ,w ith ourdistin ct
m ark s of n ation ality,are deluded in tothe proposed In dian Federation by frien ds an d
foes,w e are reduced to a m in ority of on e in tw o.This soun ds the death-k n ell of our
n ation in P ak istan ... These are facts— hard facts an d historic realities, w hich w e
challen g e an ybody to con tradict...W e deserv e an d dem an d— the recog n ition of our
n ation al status by the g ran ttoP ak istan of a Federal Con stitution ,separate from the rest

of In dia."477

The pam phletg oes on to g iv e m ore reason s for the estab-lishm en tof P ak stan as a
separate n ation ,apartfrom thatof In dia,ov er w hich the H in du n ation w ould liv e in
sov ereig n status."W e hav e suffered in the pastw ithouta m urm ur an d faced dan g ers
w ithoutdem ur,butthe on e thin g w e w ouldn ev er suffer is our self-stran g ulation .W e
w ouldn ev ercrucify ourselv es upon the cross of H in du n ation alism in ordertom ak e a

H in du-holiday ...W e dare say thatin ourn ation the an cien tfire of Islam still g low san d
prom ises m uch forthe future of m an k in d,if on ly they w ouldletus liv e ...L etus m ak e
n o m istak e aboutit.The issue is n ow or n ev er.Either w e liv e or perish forev er.The
future is ours,if w e liv e uptoourfaith.Itdoes n otlie in the laps of g ods;itrests in our
ow n han ds.W e alon e can m ak e orm arit."478
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Choudhary Rahm atA li sen tthis tractto hun dreds of M uslim leaders in In dia,an d
distributed itam on g the M uslim deleg ates atthe Roun d Table Con feren ces,as also
am on g top-ran k in g political leaders of En g lan d.Itform ed the basis of a n um ber of
question satthe tim e of the sittin g sof the Join tCom m ittee.

"Q uestion 9598.S IR REGIN A L D CRA D D O CK:If an y of the D eleg ates or the
w itn esses w ould lik e toan sw er,w ill they tell m e w hether there is a schem e for
Federation of P rov in cesun derthe n am e of P ak istan ?

A n sw er 9598.A B D UL L A H YUS UF A L I,C.B .E.:A s far as Ik n ow itis on ly a
studen t'sschem e;n orespon sible people hav e putitforw ard.

S IRREGIN A L D CRA D D O CK:They hav e n otsofar,butasyou say,you adv an ce
v ery quick ly in In dia,an ditm ay be w hen those studen ts g row up itw ill be put
forw ard;thatschem e m ustbe in the m in dsof the people,an yhow .

M R.ZA FRUL L A H KH A N :W hatisthe question ?

S IR REGIN A L D CRA D D O CK: I w an ted to k n ow w hether the w itn esses had

acquain tan ce w ith a schem e w hich w asdraw n upforw hatiscalledP ak istan .

M R.ZA FRUL L A H KH A N :W e hav e already hadthe reply thatitw asa studen t's
schem e an dthere isn othin g in it.W hatisthe furtherquestion .

Q uestion 9599.M R.IS A A C FO O T:W hatisP ak istan ?

A n sw er 9599.M R.ZA FRUL L A H KH A N :S o far as w e hav e con sidered it,w e

hav e con sidered itchim erical an d im practicable. Itm ean s the Federation of
certain P rov in ces.
Q uestion 9600.S IR REGIN A L D CRA D D O CK:Ihav e receiv ed com m un ication s
aboutthe proposal of form in g certain M uslim statesun derthe n am e of P ak istan .

A n sw er 9600.D R KH A L IFA S H UJA UD D IN :P erhaps itw ill be en oug h to say
thatn o such schem e has been con sidered by an y represen tativ e g en tlem en or

association sofar."479

In an other pam phlet, published in 1933, en titled, "What Does the Pakistan National
Movement Stand For?"Choudhary Rahm atA li w rote ag ain sta Federal Con stitution for

In dia.H e has m ade in ita blisterin g attack on w hathe calls "In dian ism ",w hich he says
has en slav ed m an y peoples of S outh A sia,in cludin g the M uslim s of the subcon tin en t.
A m on g the aim s an d objects of the P ak istan N ation al M ov em en tare listed,"I.The
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spiritual liberation of the n ation s of S outh A sia from the secular thralldom of
'In dian ism .'II.The cultural liberation of the n ation s of S outh A sia from the barbarian
in fluen ce of In dian ism .'III.Theircultural liberation .IV .Theirsocial liberation .V .Their
econ om ic liberation .V I.Their n ation al liberation .V II.The creation of a n ew order of

'A sian ism 'totak e the place of the oldorderof 'In dian ism 'in S outh A sia."480

Those w ho w ere studen ts atthattim e in E n g lan d, an d w ho w ere in con tactw ith
Choudhary Rahm atA li hav e paidhim the hig hesttributes forhis selfless serv ices an d
his dedication tothe cause of P ak istan in those difficultdays."Rahm atA li's m ag n etic
person ality attracted an d in spired the youn g M uslim studen tcom m un ity in E n g lan d
an ditw as quite com m on ,w hile Rahm atA li w as liv in g atB urn tO ak in the Coun ty of
M iddlesex,for studen ts toassem ble athis house in the ev en in g an d hear his in spired

discourses on P ak istan , atw hich P ak istan w ould be the sole topic of discussion or
dissertation till the early hours of the m orn in g an d this w ould con tin ue day afterday.
W ithoutrepeatin g him self,Rahm atA liw ouldeach day throw fresh lig hton a n ew facet
of his thesis.Thathe w as a com plete m aster of the theory he w as adv ocatin g w ill be
apparen tfrom the n um erous tracts,pam phlets an darticles thathe w rote an dpublished
from tim e totim e rig htuptothe tim e of hisdeath."481

O n the question of the etym olog y of P ak istan an d w how as the firsttocoin the w ord
"P ak istan ",there w as con trov ersy forsom e tim e,un til itw as fin ally establishedthatthe
firsttocoin the w ordan dtouse the w ordin his w ritin g s w as Choudhary Rahm atA li.
"The term P ak istan w as apparen tly coin edby Choudhary Rahm atA lisom e tim e before
1933,an dis saidby him tohav e been firstpublishedin a cyclostyledpam phleten titled
"N ow orN ev er"w hich he issuedtohis supporters in Jan uary,1933.A w ide search for
this pam phletin libraries in B ritain an dabroadprov edun av ailin g ."482 R.W .B urchfield
con tin uedhis search forthis pam phlet,"N ow orN ev er",an ditw as throug h the helpof
K.A .W aheedthatB urchfieldreceiv eda copy of "Now or Never".H av in g receiv eda copy

of the pam phlet,he w rote,"Iam g ladtosay thata copy of this pam phlethas n ow been
foun d".483 Referrin g tothese tw oarticles in N otes an d Q ueries,S .S harifuddin P irzada
w rites, "Itw as foun d thatChoudhary Rahm atA li orig in ated the term ... The term
P ak istan appearsforthe firsttim e in the reprin tof the forw ardin g letter".484

H isw ork an dhism essag e hada m ag n eticappeal form an y M uslim studen ts,an dm an y

of them join ed him an d supported his m ov em en t. "The im pact of Rahm at A ll's
person ality w as im m ediate.W haton e saw w as a m an w ith big spark lin g eyes an dfaith
w ritlarg e on hisface.H e spok e w ith a ferv oran da zeal such ason ly a m an possessedis
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capable of".485 H e con tin uedtoproduce an ddistribute pam phlets,on e afteran other.In
on e of these,he w rote,"A lready the som ber hour has struck an d the suprem e trial of
ourfaith an dfiber,of oursin cerity an dsan ity,an dof ourdeclaration an ddeeds is n ear
athan d.A n d,presen tly w e are g oin g to be w eig hed so stron g ly in the iron -scales of

etern al v alues thatev en the spirits of ourm artyrs an dheroes call upon us tom ak e sure
thatthis tim e w e are n otfoun d w an tin g ".486 B y this tim e,Choudhary Rahm atA li had
already beg un totalk of in depen den thom elan dsforM uslim sin B en g al,tobe k n ow n as
"B an g -i-Islam ",an din H yderabad(D eccan ,)tobe k n ow n as"Usm an istan ".

ThatChoudhary Rahm atA li w as im bued w ith m ission ary zeal in propag atin g the
schem e for P ak istan after itw as started in 1933 is ev iden tfrom his in terv iew s w ith
m an y foreig n w riters an d scholars, the m ostn otable am on g them bein g thatg reat

Turk ish trav eler an d w riter, M adam e H alide Edib. S he w rites she m etin 1937 in
L on don an d then in P aris,"M r.Rahm atA li,the foun der of the (P ak istan )M ov em en t".
S he w ritesshe w ascon v in cedthathisv iew shadbeen form ed,ashispoliticsw ere based
on relig ion ,an das he feltthatM uslim s couldexpectn oquartereitherfrom the H in dus
or from B ritish Im perialism ,w hich w as a sw orn en em y of Islam .S he ask ed him w hat
the orig in of the P ak istan M ov em en tw as.Rahm atA lisaidthaton e m ustg othroug h the
history of the laston e hun dredyears."The M uslim Em pire fell in 1857 ...The M uslim s

had their hom elan ds in P ak istan ;thatis,P un jab,N orth-W estFron tier P rov in ce,(also
calledA fg han prov in ce),Kashm ir,S in dh an dB aluchistan .The n am e P ak istan Ideriv ed
from the n am esof these fiv e P rov in ces."

S he ask ed him if itw as possible toobtain P ak istan w ithoutthe con sen tof the B ritish.
Choudhary Rahm atA lisaid,"W e hav e don e ourbesttocon v in ce them thatP ak istan for
us is a life.an d death n ecessity.B utthey declin e tocon sider our dem an d.A n d w e,on
ourpart,refuse tosurren derourn ation al heritag e O ut of a total n um ber of the

L eag ue of N ation s,n oless than fiftyon e are sm allerthan P ak istan — both in population
an d in area ...The seed sow n in 1933 has tak en rootan d our w ork is prog ressin g
fav orably ...The presen tm ay frow n on us,butI hav e m y eyes fixed on the future,
w hich issure tosm ile on oursacredcause".

H alide Edib in quiredif P ak istan w ouldbe an econ om icsuccess."W hy n ot?"he replied.
"P ak istan has v astresources— both m oral an d m aterial,an d w ith the exitof B ritish

im perialism an d H in du capitalism w e can surely pay our w ay ...W e hav e a firstclass
portin Karachi." H ow rig htChoudhary Rahm atA li has prov ed to be.D escribin g his
v iew son P ak istan thatw astobe,he said,"Itw ill be fun dam en tally both dem ocratican d
socialist".H e con tin uedthatin its fun dam en tals,the problem of P ak istan w as a dispute
betw een tw on ation s,"M uslim sforsurv iv al,an dH in dusforsuprem acy ...The Jum n a is
the boun dary riv erbetw een P ak istan an dH in dustan ,an dacross itw e stretch ourhan d
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of g oodw ill an d frien dship to H in dustan . W ill they g rasp itin the spiritof g ood
n eig hbors,recog n izin g P ak istan asw e doH in dustan ?"487

ItissaidthatChoudhary Rahm atA liw ason a v isittoIn dia aroun dthe tim e thatthe all-

In dia M uslim L eag ue session w as m eetin g in L ahore on 22n d,23rd an d 24th M arch,
1940.B utitis n otev iden ton an y reliable authority as to w hether an in v itation w as
issued tohim or n ottoatten d the session ,an d,if itw as exten ded tohim ,w hy he did
n otatten dthe session .

In the forties, Choudhary Rahm atA li started the D in ia Con tin en tal M ov em en tin
E n g lan d,an d in a pam phletpublished in 1945 by the M ov em en t,en titled,"In dia— the
con tin en tof D in ia or the coun try of D oom , he w rote, "For cen turies M uslim s had

blin dly subm ittedtothe m yth of In dian ism an dsuffereddom in ation ...W e m ustrise to
exercise our rig htan d tofulfill our duty in order tocreate the con tin en tof D in ia.W e
m ustrealize thatw hatev er m ay be our differen ces on other issues,the cause of the
con tin en tof D in ia is com m on to us all;an d thaton its success depen ds the n ation al
position an dstatusof usall— M uslim s,A choots,Christian s,S ik hs,B udhsan dP arsis".

In A ug ust,1947,P ak istan cam e tobe established,an d in 1948 Choudhary Rahm atA li

v isited P ak istan ."H e stayed w ith D r.Yar M uham ed Khan ,in his house on M acL eod
Roadin L ahore.H is life w as thatof a sufi...M ian M oham edS haftof The Pakistan Times

published an in terv iew w ith him ,w hich w as also published in m an y n ew spapers of
L ahore.The Gov ern m en tof In dia protestedag ain stthis in terv iew an dourGov ern m en t
did n otappreciate his serv ices. H e w as dow n -hearted. H e had a heartattack . H is
doctors adv ised him restatthe portof Karachi, w here he proceeded for restan d
recuperation .H e hireda sm all room on Jail Road,an din stalledsom e furn iture in it,as
he in ten dedtostay there perm an en tly.Then on the adv ice of B eg um S haista Ik ram ullah

an d Iqbal S hadhai,he w en talon g w ith them toEurope,from w here the three sen tan
appeal tothe U.N .O .in defen ce of the rig htsof M uslim sin Kashm ir".488

H e w as n ow back in E n g lan d, w here, sin ce the days of his youth, he had been
propag atin g his life's m ission — a properun derstan din g of the justification of the cause
of P ak istan .Those days n ow lay far behin d,an d P ak istan ,on ce a dream ,w as n ow an
accom plished fact. Gon e w ere the days of propag an da, of lecturin g , of haran g uin g

studen ts,of con stan ttrav ellin g fora cause.H e w as n otexactly old,on ly fifty-six.B utin
thattw ilig htof his life,he m usthav e felta v ery lon ely m an — far from the lan d of his
dream s,P ak istan .H e realizedthathis phen om en al physical stam in a hadtrick ledaw ay;
he w asn ow both sick an dw eak .The en dcam e,peacefully,on 12th February,1951.
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"H e lies buriedin W ok in g w ithoutev en an epitaph on his g rav e.This son of P ak istan ,
w hofoug htforP ak istan in exile,alsolies buriedin exile.H e deserv eda n iche of hon or
in the lan dof P ak istan .W ill w e tak e stepstorev iv e the m em ory of 'The Forg otten H ero'
an dbuildin hism em ory a m em orial w orthy of hisplace in the history of P ak istan ?"489
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NAWAB BAHADUR YAR JANG

(1905—1944)

"If In dia w ere toproduce an other M oham ed A li,itw ould be n on e other than N aw ab
B ahadurYarJan g .The tw ohadm an y thin g s in com m on — the sam e sin cerity;the sam e
relig ious ferv or;the sam e burn in g desire forserv ice;the sam e farsig htedn ess;the sam e
capacity for toleran ce an d un derstan din g ; the sam e fortitude; the sam e n obility.
W hen ev er on e hears com plain ts ag ain stthe M uslim L eag ue,on e can tak e relief in the
thoug htthatthere is a M om in lik e B ahadur Yar Jan g presen tto prev en tthe L eag ue
from tak in g a step in the w ron g direction ."490 S uch w as the faith thatN aw ab B ahadur

Yar Jan g had in spired in the m in ds of m illion s of M uslim s all ov er In dia,w ho either
heard him in person or w horead his w ritin g s in v arious n ew spapers an d m ag azin es.
The v ery basis of his thin k in g an d action w as Islam an d the serv ice of the w orld of
Islam ,for w hich he w as n otpreparedtoacceptan y com prom ise;or toyield an d ben d
before an y pressure; or hesitate to m ak e an y sacrifice, how ev er g reat; or to prefer
person al adv an cem en tov er the in terests of his people;or to shirk an y task how ev er
hazardous.H e w as,in deed,a soldierin the serv ice of Islam ,an dhis total achiev em en t
in thatfieldw aslik e a diam on dof m an y facets,each m ore dazzlin g than the other.

N aw ab B ahadur Yar Jan g cam e from an aristocratic fam ily of H yderabad D eccan .H is
an cestors, belon g in g to the tribe k n ow n as P an i P athan s, cam e to In dia from
A fg han istan .They cam e w ith the con querin g arm ies of A hm edS hah A bdaliin the first
half of the eig hteen th cen tury.O n e of them w as M ahom edB ahadurKhan ,w how as the
third son of M oham ed D aulatKhan ? W hen the dustan d din of battle had subsided,
w hile m an y officers an d soldiers return ed to A fg han istan ,their orig in al hom e,som e

fam ilies decided to perm an en tly settle dow n in In dia.O n e of them w as the fam ily of
M ahom edD aulatKhan .They m ade B ara B astiin the S tate of Jaipur,theirhom e,w here
they con tin ued to liv e for ov er a hun dred years. In the firsthalf of the n in eteen th
cen tury this fam ily,forreason s n otclearly recordedan yw here,m ig ratedtoH yderabad
in 1235 A .H . in the days of N aw ab S ik an dar Jah. The brav e an d w arrior-lik e P an i
P athan s w ere soon assim ilatedin tothe local population ,an dthey playedan im portan t
role in stren g then in g the forces of H yderabad, w hich succeeded in k eepin g the
m en acin g M ahrattas atbay. The serv ices of this fam ily of P an i P athan s w ere too
con spicuous tobe ov erlook ed,an dthey w ere g en erously appreciated.A v ery larg e jagir

w as con ferred on this fam ily, besides bein g presen ted w ith a g iftof a n um ber of
elephan tsan dhorses.
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A tthe beg in n in g of the tw en tieth cen tury,the head of this fam ily w as N aw ab N asib
Yaw ar Jan g , a m an of g reatw ealth an d of hig h status in H yderabad. Throug h his
m arriag e to a youn g lady of H yderabad S tate w as born a son , w hom they n am ed
M ahom edB ahadurKhan aftertheiran cestor.A sill-luck w ouldhav e it,the m otherdied

on the sev en th day afterthe childw asborn an dB ahadurKhan w as tak en care of by his
m atern al g ran dm other,w ho broug hthim up as if he w ere her ow n son .M oham ed
B ahadurKhan w as putun derthe charg e of able teachers athom e,un derw hom he took
his firstlesson s in relig ion .H e prov edtobe a precocious child,an dearly in life show ed
sig n s of g reattalen t,bein g relig iously dev otedtohis book s an dhis studies.A s he g rew
up,he en tered a public school for further studies,k eepin g up a k een in terestin his
book .W hile yetin his teen s,M oham ed B ahadur Khan cam e to hear of the g en eral
appeal for fun ds to help the M uslim sufferers of S m yrn a.Em otion al by n ature an d

public-spirited by in clin ation , this youn g school studen tw en tfrom door to door,
collectin g fun dsforthe strick en people of S m yrn a.

In 1923,w hile a studen tin the m atricclass of M adressah D ar-ul-Uloom ,hisfatherdied.
Fin din g there n o altern ativ e he had to startlook in g after his an cestral properties.
M oham ed B ahadur Khan w as forced tog iv e up his studies.The father,N aw ab N asib
Yar Jan g ,had liv ed on a lav ish scale,spen din g m uch beyon d his m ean s,an d the son

soon discov ered thathe had in herited from his father debts am oun tin g to aboutfiv e
hun dredthousan drupees.The creditorsw ere clam ourin g fortheirdues,on ly tobe told
thathe should be g iv en tim e, an d thathe w ould pay them to the lastrupee. H e
drastically cutdow n all expen diture an d beg an to liv e a frug al an d sim ple life,a life
shorn of all aristocraticg ran deur an d pom p.H e m an ag ed his affairs rem ark ably w ell,
w ith the resultthatw hile in com e from his lan ds in creased,his ov erall expen ses stood
con siderably reduced.H e w as,therefore,able to pay the in stallm en ts to his father's
creditors, scalin g dow n the debts ev ery year. H e con tin ued to plod aw ay on this

difficulttask for eig htyears after w hich he heav ed a sig h of relief,w hen he foun d
him self disburden edof the cripplin g w eig htof heav y debts.

A fter hav in g discharg ed all his debts,B ahadur Yar Jan g decided to perform the H aj,
accom pan iedby his B eg um .The tw ospen tsom e tim e,afterperform in g H aj,trav ellin g
all ov erthe M iddle Eastan dA fg han istan .This firstv isitof B ahadurYarJan g w iden ed
his horizon s,in sofaras the w orldof Islam w as con cern ed,an ddurin g his w ide trav els

he m ade frien ds w ith som e leadin g political fig ures in m ostof these coun tries.O n his
return to In dia,B ahadur Yar Jan g deliv ered public lectures,sharin g his experien ces,
alon g w ith his observ ation s on the problem s of these M uslim coun tries w ith larg e
audien ces thatcam e tolisten tohis talk s.A ton e such m eetin g ,Khw aja H asan N izam i,
an in fluen tial relig iousleaderan da ren ow n edS ufi,w aspresen t,an dw astrem en dously
im pressed w ith the depth of thoug htof B ahadur Yar Jan g ,an d his v iv id an d life-lik e
description s of his exten siv e trav els.H asan N izam i,after the talk w as ov er,rose an d
said,"B ahadurYarJan g istruly an Ibn -e-B atuta of In dia".
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B ahadur Yar Jan g con tin ued to tak e k een in terestin the political adv an cem en tof
M uslim coun tries,an d w as in con stan tcorrespon den ce w ith som e im portan tM uslim
political leaders.O n the 31stof M ay,1937,he w rote a letter toH is Excellen cy M ustafa
N ahas P asha,P residen tof the W afdP arty in Eg ypt,rem in din g him of theirm eetin g in

Cairoin Jun e 1931,"You w ere k in den oug h tocom e tosee m e in H otel M etropolitan .I
hav e been v ery k een ly studyin g the political dev elopm en tsin Eg ypt...lam sen din g you
this letterthroug h fourIn dian M uslim youn g m en ,w how ill be v isitin g E g ypt".O n the
31stof Jan uary,1938,N aw ab S aheb w rote a lettertoH isExcellen cy M ahom edA liP asha
of Eg ypt,sayin g he w as w ritin g tothe P asha after a lon g tim e,an d thatthe people of
H yderabadw ouldn otforg etthe v isitof H is Excellen cy an dof M ufti-e A zam of Islam ,
S ayed A m een -ul-H usain y."W e In dian M uslim s are as m uch disturbed an d con cern ed
w ith the political turm oil in E g yptan d P alestin e as you yourselv es m ustbe. O ur

sym pathies an d supportare w ith you. W e w ish you ev ery success in your n oble
efforts."491

The fam e of B ahadur Yar Jan g as a brillian torator g athered roun d him an adm irin g
follow in g am on g the m asses,an dthe aristocracy of H yderabadbeg an tolook upon him
w ith respectan dadm iration .Im buedw ith m ission ary zeal,B ahadurYarJan g startedin
1927 the M ajalis Tablig h-e-lslam ,an d in thatcon n ection exten siv ely trav elled all ov er

H yderabad D eccan ,addressin g scores of public m eetin g s,an d settin g up bran ches of
the M ajlis in a n um berof cities.H is m ission ary w ork ,spreadov eryears,beg an tobear
fruit,an d thousan ds of n on -M uslim s accepted Islam athis han ds.This w as a period
w hen A rya S am ajists w ere in ten siv ely activ e in their an ti-Islam attitude un der their
leader,S w am iD ayan an dS arasw ati,an dthey raiseda storm of protestag ain stB ahadur
Yar Jan g , lev elin g all sorts of w ild an d n on sen sical charg es ag ain sthim . A rticles
appeared ag ain sthim in leadin g H in du n ew spapers an d m ag azin es, posters blared
theirprotests ag ain stB ahadurYarJan g .Un disturbedatthis dev ilish ag itation ,B ahadur

YarJan g w en ton fearlessly propag atin g the m essag e of Islam .Fun dscam e pourin g in to
the offices of the M ajlis, due to w hich it w as possible to en g ag e a n um ber of
m ission aries,w ho spread ov er the coun try-side of H yderabad D eccan .B ahadur Yar
Jan g w as a source of in spiration to all of them ;he w as their protector,their frien d,
philosopheran dg uide.

A taboutthis tim e,B ahadur Yar Jan g started g iv in g lectures on the life of the H oly

P rophetof Islam .These lectures soon becam e the m eetin g place of ten s of thousan ds of
M uslim s,eag ertolisten tothisg reatoratoran dscholar.P rin cesan dpeasan tsflock edto
hearhim ,un til the fam e of his oratory an dhis m asterly scholarshipreachedthe ears of
the N izam him self.O n e n ig ht,in 1930,as B ahadur Yar Jan g w as addressin g on e such
g atherin g atthe V ictory P lay g roun d,the N izam ,un an n oun ced,appeared an d satto
listen .B ahadurYarJan g con tin uedhis discourse.Raisin g his v oice,an dfixin g his eyes
on the N izam ,he thun dered,"L isten ,you w hoare a slav e of the H oly P rophetof Islam ,
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pom pan dthron e adorn s w hose head.Com e,listen .Iw ill tell you w hatthe con ception
of a rulerw asin the eyesof ourP rophet".The m ov in g description of the v irtuesan dthe
w ay of life of the P rophetdeeply im pressedthe N izam ,from w hose eyes tears beg an to
roll in profusion .The talk w as ov er,butits g ossam er in fluen ce con tin ued tosw ay the

em otion s of the N izam ,w hosatthere fora lon g tim e,as if in a tran ce,un derthe m ag ic
in fluen ce of B ahadur Yar Jan g 's oratory.S oon thereafter,the N izam issued a Firman,

con ferrin g on him the title of N aw ab B ahadurYarJan g .492

The echoes of his speeches on the life of the H oly P rophet w ere heard outside
H yderabadD eccan ,an dN aw ab S aheb w asfloodedw ith in v itation sfrom m an y parts of
In dia. H is daily postn ow had in creased m an ifold an d he dev eloped the habitof
dev otin g on e hour in the m orn in g readin g an d an sw erin g letters thathe receiv ed.In

spite of a busy life in his ow n city, he som etim es v isited other cities in In dia an d
addressedn um erousg atherin g son hisfav orite subject.Itisa g reatloss toposterity that
these speeches hav e n either been tape-recorded or tran scribed an d published in book
form .For,they certain ly con tain eda w ealth of m aterial on ourH oly P rophet's life,told
in in spirin g ,m ov in g an dsoul liftin g lan g uag e,probably un equalledin In dia by others
w hohav e spok en on the sam e subject.

The Khak sarm ov em en t,startedataboutthistim e by A llam a M ashriqui,hadcaug htthe
im ag in ation of m an y M uslim s,due toits stoical disciplin e an d its spectacular parades
an dpractices.N aw ab B ahadurYarJan g seem s tohav e been a v ery em otion al m an ,for
he fell un derthe spell of A llam a M ashriquian djoin edthe Khak sarm ov em en tin 1938,
as on e of its v ery activ e an d prom in en tm em bers.Those thathav e m etan d discussed
politics w ith A llam a M ashriqui w ill bear m e out,w hen Isay thathe w as dictatorial in
histhin k in g an din hisdeeds.Ioften m etA llam a M ashriquiin the early forties,w hen he
w as stayin g in the house of G.M .S yed,as his g uest,opposite P atel P ark in Karachi.A t

thattim e,G.M .S yedw as on e of the m ostim portan tleaders of the M uslim L eag ue an d
often S yed an d Iw ould discuss w ith A llam a M ashriqui M uslim political problem s.It
w as our con stan ten deav or toprov e tohim thatM uslim s could n otg eta betterleader
than Q uaid-e-A zam an d thatthe policies pursued by the M uslim L eag ue un der the
leadership of the Q uaid w ere calculated to en sure a soun d future for the M uslim s of
In dia.I foun d A llam a M ashriqui had n o patien ce w ith the poin tof v iew of an other
person ,an dthathe w ouldlose his tem pereasily,an dshoutatus,as if the w hole truth

w as on his side. B e thatas itm ay, itseem s N aw ab S aheb w as captiv ated by the
person ality an d w ork of A llam a M ashriqui,an d he w as g reatly dev oted to him as a
Khak sar.The B ritish Gov ern m en tv iew ed the activ ities of-the Khak sars as fascistan d
ag ain sttheir in terests as rulers of In dia. In 1941, the Gov ern m en tarrested A llam a
M ashriqui,w how en ton hun g er-strik e in V ellore jail.N aw ab B ahadur YarJan g sen ta
cable tothe V iceroy on 6th N ov em ber,1941,seek in g perm ission tojoin the A llam a in
jail an dtolook afterhim in his capacity as H ak im A ala of the Khak sarm ov em en t.H e
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alsosen ta cable tothe Q uaid-e-A zam in D elhi toin terv en e in the m atteran dtoplead
w ith the V iceroy forthe release of A llam a M ashriqui.The V iceroy ask edN aw ab S aheb
to w rite to the Gov ern or of M adras,as V ellore w as un der his jurisdiction .O n 18th
N ov em ber, 1941, N aw ab S aheb repeated his requestby letter to the Gov ern or of

M adras.In spite of his bestefforts,this perm ission w as n ev er g ran ted to the N aw ab
S aheb.B y 1943,itw asclearfrom the w ritin g san dspeechesof A llam a M ashriquithathe
w asopen ly praisin g Gan dhian dopposin g the Q uaid-e-A zam ,forw hom N aw ab S aheb
hadg reatrev eren ce.B esides,he seriously believ edthatby opposin g the Q uaidan dthe
L eag ue,on e w as on ly attem ptin g to sabotag e the strug g le of the M uslim s for their
freedom an dfortheirhom elan d.The an ti-L eag ue attitude of A llam a M ashriquideeply
w oun dedthe feelin g s of N aw ab B ahadurYarJan g .Then cam e the n ew s thata Khak sar
had m ade an un successful attem ptin B om bay on the life of Q uaid-e-A zam .N aw ab

S aheb n ow lost all faith in the leadership of A llam a M ashriqui. In his letter of
resig n ation addressedtoA llam a M ashriquiin N ov em ber1943,N aw ab S aheb w rote,''In
spite of the factthatIsubscribe tothe aim san dobjectsof the Khak sarm ov em en t,Ihav e
ceasedtohav e con fiden ce in yourleadership,an din yourcapacity tobe a g oodleader.
Forthis reason ,Ihereby declare open ly thatIam n olon g ercon n ectedin an y w ay w ith
the Khak sarm ov em en t".O n 15th N ov em ber,1943,the Coun cil of the A ll-In dia M uslim
L eag ue passeda resolution in D elhi,con dem n in g this dastardly attack on the life of the

Q uaid.This resolution w as,in fact,the em bodim en tof the feelin g s of M uslim s all ov er
In dia.

S om e publicspiritedcitizen s of H yderabadhadstarteda socio-relig ious org an isation in
1933, k n ow n as M ajlis-e-Ittehad-ul-M ussalm een , an d itw ork ed strictly w ithin the
boun daries of those tw ofields.B utin 1939,N aw ab S aheb w as electedits P residen tfor
the firsttim e,an d un der his leadership the M ajlis beg an totak e a differen tshape.H is
con scious efforts soon m ade the M ajlis in to the focal poin tan d m outhpiece of the

political dem an ds of the M uslim s of H yderabad D eccan ,an d in thatcapacity itw en t
from stren g th to stren g th, ren derin g un forg ettable serv ices for the political
adv an cem en tof the M uslim s of the S tate.N aw ab S aheb g av e on e of his ow n buildin g s
tohouse the M ajlis,butas its fin an cial position im prov ed,he boug hta three-storeyed
buildin g in H yderabadCity,w hich w as con v ertedin tothe H eadquarters of the M ajlis,
an d itw as n am ed D ar-ul-lslam .Itis n oteasy tov isualise the darin g an d courag e that
w asn ecessary toactas the spearheadof the political dem an dsof the m asses ag ain stthe

Ruler of an In dian S tate.B utw hen itcam e to serv in g his people,N aw ab S aheb w as
un daun ted.H e usedthe platform of the M ajlistov en tilate the political g riev an cesof the
people ag ain stthe Gov ern m en t.This disturbed the com placen cy of the N izam ,an d a
n um berof m an euv ers w ere in itiatedtow in ov erN aw ab B ahadurYarJan g by offerin g
him tem ptin g prizes.W hen these failed to g ag the v oice of N aw ab S aheb,the N izam
soun ded him on the possibility of acceptin g the Chief M in istership of the state,the
hig hestoffice he couldoffer.Ev en this couldn otshifthis loyalty from the people tothe
prin ces,an dN aw ab B ahadurYarJan g con tin uedhis political w ork in the serv ice of the

m asses.They w ere his m asters;an d he did n otw an tto chan g e m asters.Then cam e
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threats,v eiled atfirst,an d later open an d sev ere,dem an din g thathe stop his public
speeches,w hich w ere hig hly critical of Gov ern m en tpolicies.B utN aw ab S aheb w as
m ade of stern er stuff than those in authority had im ag in ed.H e believ ed,"If the path
leads on e to a destin ation other than the on e im ag in ed by the H oly Q uran ,then that

g oal isn odifferen tfrom hell itself".493

B oth the In dian N ation al Con g ress an d the M uslim L eag ue,ev er sin ce theirin ception ,
hadrefrain edfrom form in g theirbran chesin In dian S tates,con dition sin som e of w hich
w ere w orse than feudal.O ccasion ally there arose freedom fig htersin som e of the In dian
S tates,butthe rodof the tyran tsoon silen cedthe ton g ue of the rebel an dthe reform er.
B utaroun d1937,the Con g ress decidedtostarta parallel org an isation calledthe S tates
P eoples Con feren ce,in all In dian S tates,so thatthe g riev an ces of the S tates'peoples

could be v en tilated an d then supported by the Con g ress.The M uslim L eag ue did n ot
im m ediately follow suit.A tthis tim e A bdus S am ad Rajasthan i of Rajasthan toured
m an y In dian S tates,w ith a v iew to arouse the M uslim s of those S tates to form in g a
sim ilarorg an isation forthe M uslim sof In dian S tates.H e v isitedH yderabadD eccan an d
foun d in N aw ab B ahadur Yar Jan g an en thusiastic supporter of the idea, an d an
em in en tly suited leader to head the org an isation .Itw as decided in 1938 thatsom e
outstan din g M uslim leaders of In dian S tates m eetin P atn a atthe tim e of the open

an n ual session of the M uslim L eag ue,w hich w as to m eetun der the presiden tship of
theQ uaid-e A zam ,in ordertoexplore the possibilitiesof startin g a S tatesL eag ue forthe
M uslim s.A m on g the m ostprom in en tleaders thatm etfor this purpose in P atn a w ere
N aw ab B ahadur Yar Jan g , A bdus S am ad Rajasthan i, Choudhri Ghulam A bbas of
Kashm ir an d M an zar-e-A lam of Gw alior.They had con sultation s w ith the Q uaid-e-
A zam ,w how as fav orably in clin ed.The follow in g yearthere w as n oan n ual session of
the L eag ue.H ow ev er,the S tate leadersm etin 1939 in a prelim in ary m eetin g toform the
S tates L eag ue. A fav orable decision in prin ciple w as tak en an d certain ten tativ e

resolution s w ere adopted.B utw hen the M uslim L eag ue m etin open session in the
historic L ahore S ession of 1940,itw as officially decided to startthe A ll-In dia S tates
M uslim L eag ue, w ith N aw ab B ahadur Yar Jan g as its P residen t, an d M ahm ud-ul-
H asan of B hopal as Gen eral S ecretary.A bdus S am ad Rajasthan i,Chaudhri Ghulam
A bbasan dM an zar-e-A lam w ere am on g those electedtothe W ork in g Com m ittee.

This w as a periodof ourhistory,w hen the dem an dforP ak istan w as crystallizin g in toa

positiv e ideolog y an d itw as im portan tto dem on strate thatthe M uslim s of the en tire
sub-con tin en tsupported it,outof w hich the population of M uslim s in In dian S tates
con stituted quite an appreciable percen tag e.W hile the Q uaid-e-A zam un dertook the
w ork of tourin g an dorg an izin g M uslim s of B ritish In dia tosupportthe L eag ue an dthe
dem an dforP ak istan ,itfell tothe lotof N aw ab B ahadurYarJan g an dhis colleag ues to
brin g aboutthatrev olution am on g the M uslim s of In dian S tates.A g ain stheav y odds,
N aw ab S aheb shoulderedthe respon sibility of popularisin g the A ll-In dia S tates M uslim
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L eag ue.Thus toN aw ab S aheb g oes the creditof con tributin g an appreciable share in
our strug g le for freedom . The S tates M uslim L eag ue con tin ued to hold its an n ual
session s on the sam e day an d atthe sam e place as the an n ual session of the A ll-In dia
M uslim L eag ue,sothatthey w ouldalw ays hav e the adv ice an dg uidan ce of the Q uaid-

e A zam ,before they form ulated their policies an d adopted their resolution s.A s the
Q uaid an d N aw ab S aheb w ere g reatfrien ds,the adv ice of Q uaid-e-A zam w as alw ays
easily av ailable forthe ben efitof the S tates M uslim L eag ue.N aw ab S aheb con tin uedto
be its P residen tun til his death in 1944, w hereafter M an zar-e-A lam of Gw alior w as
electedin hisplace.

A lthoug h he w as n ow an all In dia political leaderan dw as alsoin the forefron tam on g
M uslim leaders,his loyalty to propag atin g Islam con tin ued un abated.In spite of his

heav y political respon sibilities, ev ery day after early m orn in g prayers, he w ould
con ductclasses in a m osque opposite his house w here he w ould teach studen ts the
H oly Q uran an d Islam ic history. W hile his day started w ith relig ious preachin g ,it
in v ariably en dedw ith a political speech atn ig htin som e publicm eetin g .H is speeches
n ow beg an to tak e accoun tof w hatw as happen in g to M uslim s in B ritish In dia,an d
cov ered a m uch w ider can v as. H e bitterly an d sev erely criticized the B ritish
Gov ern m en tfor its an ti-In dian an d an ti-M uslim attitude,an d thun dered lik e a lion

dem an din g freedom an d a hom elan d for the M uslim s of In dia. A ttim es, he also
criticized the w ork an d policies of the S tate Gov ern m en t.The N izam w as soon un der
pressure from the V iceroy in D elhi tostop these outspok en speeches of N aw ab S aheb,
thatshook the In dian S tateslik e an earthquak e.The N izam w ashim self disturbedatthe
activ ities of B ahadurYarJan g ,an dn ow cam e tohim orders from abov e.H e jum pedat
the opportun ity,an d im posed restriction s on B ahadur Yar Jan g from m ak in g a public
speech an yw here,in side the S tate or outside.S oon after this restriction w as putin to
effect,Q uaid-e-A zam w as w orried aboutthe g en eral election s thatw ere tobe held in

the N orth- W estern Fron tier P rov in ce, w here the Khudai Khidm atg ars, un der the
leadership of Khan A bdul Ghaffar Khan w ere w ell en tren ched,an d they w ere pro-
Con g ress.Itw as a crucial election ,an dthe Q uaidrealizedthatB ahadurYarJan g could
be m ostuseful on this occasion to m ov e the brav e P athan s to supportthe M uslim
L eag ue can didates in the election .B utN aw ab S aheb w as debarred from speak in g in
publican yw here in In dia.The Q uaidw rote tothe N izam a person al letter thatatthat
critical periodof the history of M uslim sof In dia,the N izam shouldw aiv e the restriction

an d allow N aw ab B ahadur Yar Jan g to proceed to the Fron tier on a lecture tour in
supportof M uslim L eag ue can didates.The N izam g av e the perm ission ,an d N aw ab
S aheb w as absorbedin a w hirlw in dtourof the Fron tier,addressin g a n um berof public
speechesev ery day in supportof P ak istan .H iseffortsbore fruitan dthe M uslim L eag ue
achiev edm uch g reatersuccessthan hadbeen an ticipated.

The rise of N aw ab B ahadurYarJan g as a political leaderw as both rapidan dm eteoric,
rousin g the jealousy of m an y N aw abs of H yderabad S tate.They tried to frig hten the

N izam by absurdstories,sug g estin g thatB ahadurYarJan g w as n otloyal tothe N izam .
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P rin cely ears are pron e to acceptg ossip as truth,an d the N izam 's attitude tow ards
B ahadurYarJan g stiffen ed.Un daun tedby royal displeasure,an dun afraidof m en acin g
frow n s on prin cely foreheads,B ahadurYarJan g con tin uedhis political w ork .H e w as a
straig htforw ard m an ,believ in g in clean play.H e w as n otathom e w ith in trig ues that

usually g o w ith a royal court;he detested an d opposed them .B utw hatcould he do,
w hen he foun dm an y people hig h in royal fav orrun n in g him dow n ,in season an dout
of season . D isg usted atthe dirty atm osphere, he recorded his dig n ified protestby
surren derin g all his titles an d jag irs.H e receiv ed n um erous m essag es an d letters from
M uslim s all ov er In dia,con g ratulatin g him on the bold an d selfless stan d thathe had
tak en .H e con tin ued to be the darlin g of the crow ds,w herev er he w en t,althoug h he
w asn olon g era N aw ab.Greatn essrem ain sg reatn ess,w hetheritbe clothedin the robes
of titlesorn ot.

A s a m atter of fact,N aw ab S aheb beg an tog iv e from n ow on m ore tim e tohis public
activ ities.H is speeches atthe an n ual session s of the S tates L eag ue an d of the M uslim
L eag ue had becom e a n ation al in stitution .H e spen tm ostof his tim e in org an izin g
M uslim sof In dian S tates.In this con n ection ,he foun dthatthe disabilitiesan dtyran n ies
in flictedon the M uslim s of Kashm irS tate deserv edspecial atten tion .H e lostn otim e in
brin g in g them to the atten tion of the Q uaid-e A zam . H e an n oun ced thata session

w ould be heldin S rin ag ar on 13th,14th an d15th A ug ust,1943,of the A ll-Jam m u an d
Kashm ir M uslim Con feren ce,an d thatQ uaid-e-A zam an d he w ould both address the
Con feren ce.M on ths before the date of the Con feren ce,preparation s w ere afootan d
postersw ere pastedall ov erKashm iran n oun cin g the holdin g of the Con feren ce.

N aw ab S aheb on the in v itation of A uran g zeb Khan v isited P eshaw ar on his w ay to
Kashm ir,an dthen cam e toRaw alpin di,leav in g iton 12th A ug ust,1943,on his w ay to
Kashm ir,accom pan ied by his B eg um .A tthe check -poston Kashm ir border,he w as

forcibly depriv ed of his pistol,as he did n othav e a licen se thatw ould en title him to
carry the firearm in Kashm irterritory.B utw hen he reachedS rin ag ar;the Gov ern m en t
of Kashm irg othim arrestedin the early hoursof the m orn in g on a day priortothe date
of the Con feren ce.The w eatherw as threaten in g an dfoul,dark clouds hav in g g athered
all ov erS rin ag aran dits en v iron s.N aw ab S aheb w as putin a police truck ,tak en m iles
outside S rin ag ar,an dw hile rain w as pourin g ,he w as pushedoutof the truck in a thick
jun g le,leftto his ow n resources,w arn ed n otto en ter S rin ag ar an d to leav e Kashm ir

S tate as early as possible."H e w as n either allow ed to tak e his beddin g or his attache
case w ith him .H isB eg um w asprev en tedfrom accom pan yin g him ."494

Q uaid-e-A zam ,due tohis pressin g preoccupation s elsew here,couldn otv isitKashm ir,
an d N aw ab S aheb sen ttohim a letter g iv in g details of his extern m en tfrom Kashm ir.
Fin din g hislettersan dteleg ram sw ere n otbein g deliv eredtohim in H yderabad,he w as
w orried thathis letters an d teleg ram s to his frien ds an d associates m ay also be
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destroyed by the authorities or n otallow ed toreach their destin ation .A cautious an d
pan ick y Gov ern m en tw as w atchin g carefully ev ery m ov e of B ahadur Yar Jan g . H e
w rote a letter on 3rd S eptem ber,1943,to the P ostan d Teleg raph authorities in N ew
D elhi,"I hav e the hon or to draw your atten tion to certain ev en ts w hich hav e g iv en

un n ecessary an xiety to the public all ov er In dia,ow in g to,Ipresum e,in terception or
n on -deliv ery of m y letters an dteleg ram s from an dtoM urree H ills offices.N oteleg ram
orletterpostedfrom H yderabadw asdeliv eredtom e durin g m y stay betw een 15th an d
22n dA ug ust1943,althoug h Ihadreportedm y address tothe P ostM asterim m ediately
after m y arriv al atM urree".H e w as a rebel ag ain stthe B ritish Gov ern m en t,an d the
latter in its turn did ev erythin g possible tom ak e life un bearable for him .O n the sam e
day,n otsure w hether his prev ious letters to the Q uaid had reached him or n ot,he
w rote to Q uaid-e A zam ,"Im m ediately I foun d a footin g after m y extern m en tfrom

Kashm ir,Itook the firstopportun ity tow rite toyou the detailsof ev en tsthattook place
in Kashm ir,sothatIm ay k eepyou in con tactw ith the Kashm irM uslim s an dm y ow n
self.Iw as all alon e atM urree an d Ihad torely on m y ow n oars.Ireceiv edyour k in d
teleg ram throug h the N aw ab of M am dotw hich g av e m e n o lig htan d took m e n o
further.A ccordin g toin struction s IcalledN aw abzada L iaquatA liKhan buthe hadleft
forM ussouri.Iam n otw ritin g him aboutm y v isittohis place in D elhi.Ihav e reached
H yderabadsafely w ith m y B eg um ".495

The B eg um w as a dev oted w ife,bearin g patien tly all the problem s thatg o w ith an
aristocratic fam ily,w hich w as passin g throug h fin an cial difficulties."The n ation is as
m uch in debted to B eg um S aheba as to N aw ab S aheb.Itw as she w ho freed N aw ab
S aheb from the cares an dw orries of householdan dof m an ag in g his lan dedproperties,
hav in g tak en them all upon herself.H e w as thus free toserv e the n ation .In spite of her
busy life as a housew ife,she w asa true an dcon stan tcom pan ion of N aw ab S aheb in his
political w ork an din histrav els."496

N aw ab S aheb paidparticularatten tion tothe problem s of the M uslim s of Kashm iran d
w as an xious to w in them ov er to the M uslim L eag ue poin tof v iew ,an d in this he
prov edin the eyes of history tobe farsig hted.O n 11 th February,1944,he w rote a letter
tothe Q uaid-e-A zam sayin g he w as sorry he couldn othav e a detailedtalk w ith him at
the tim e of the Con feren ce in Karachi,excepttoexchan g e a few w ordsata din n eratthe
Karachi Club. H ow ev er, he con tin ues, the speech he m ade atthe Con feren ce, in

obedien ce to the Q uaid's orders had g on e a lon g w ay to rem ov e m an y
m isun derstan din g sin the m in ds of youn g M uslim s aboutthe Q uaid.Then he rev erts to
the Kashm irM uslim s,"Iam troublin g you w ith thislettertoday,asIw an ttoon ce ag ain
rem in dyou aboutthe M uslim s of Kashm ir.Ireadin the papers thatS haik h A bdullah,
leaderof the N ation al Con feren ce,w as tom eetyou.B utIdon 'tk n ow w hetherthe tw o
of you didactually m eetorn ot...Ihaddiscussedv arious m atters con n ectedw ith som e
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In dian S tates w ith the political adv iser to the V icerory in D elhi,an d in particular I
discussed w ith him the question of Kashm ir M uslim s.I beg of you,in spite of other
pressin g problem s that deserv e your atten tion , g iv e this problem serious
con sideration ."497 From on e of hisletters,itw ouldappearthataton e tim e N aw ab S aheb

had g reathopes in S haik h A bdullah as the sav ior of Kashm iri M uslim s.N aw ab S aheb
w rote to S haik h A bdullah on 19th Jun e,1938,"P olitical con dition s in H yderabad are
g ettin g w orse day by day.Ipray toGodthatH e m ay k eepyou in g oodhealth,an dm ay
Kashm iriM uslim sproduce m an y m ore leaderslik e you."498

Ihav e heardN aw ab S aheb address m am m oth m eetin g s atthe tim e of the open session s
of the A ll-In dia M uslim L eag ue,the m ostm em orable of these bein g his speech in 1942
atthe A llahabad session an d in 1943 atthe Karachi session .A s Ilisten ed to his g reat

oration atthe A pril 1942 session ,Ifeltasif Iw asin a tran ce.H e w astran slatin g in Urdu
for the ben efitof the m asses w hatQ uaid-e-A zam had saidin his presiden tial address,
alon g w ith his ow n com m en ts on the political situation in the coun try,w ith special
referen ce to the Cripps'P roposals,w hich w ere un der discussion .The follow in g day
there w as a din n eratthe residen ce of a M uslim 'L eag ue leaderof A llahabad,w here the
Q uaid-e-A zam ,N aw ab B ahadurYarJan g an dotherleaders w ere presen t.A s soon as I
saw N aw ab S aheb,Irushed tow ards him ,w ith m y rig hthan d out-stretched.H e held

m y han d in his an d I feltas m y g ran dson m ustfeel w hen he holds m y han d.For,
N aw ab S aheb w as,both literally an dfig urativ ely,a g ian tof a m an .Icon g ratulatedhim
on his brillian toration of the prev ious ev en in g ."N aw ab S aheb,"Isaid,"if Godw ere to
ask m e tom ak e a w ish an dsay thatH e w ouldfulfil it,Iw ouldbeg of H im on ben ded
k n eestog iv e m e the pow erof speech H e hasg iftedtoN aw ab B ahadurYarJan g ."

The Karachi session of 1943, w here I heard N aw ab S aheb deliv er his m em orable
address, w as the lastof these session s. "Those w ho g athered from all parts of the

subcon tin en tatA rtillery M aidan on Frere Road,w here the P ak istan S ecretariatB lock s
are n ow stan din g ,m ustbe rem em berin g still his forceful an dstraig htforw ardspeech in
w hich he explain edthe aim s an dobjects of the P ak istan M ov em en t.W hen he declared
durin g his speech that the Con stitution of P ak istan w ould be based on Islam ic
prin ciples, Q uaid-e-A zam thum pin g the table had en thusiastically affirm ed his
statem en t."499

N aw ab S aheb w as a g reatadm irer of Iqbal, an d in order to popularise his poetry,
N aw ab S aheb started g iv in g lectures on the poetry an d philosophy of Iqbal ev ery
Friday afterev en in g prayers.Tohim g oes the creditfororg an izin g the firstev er"Iqbal
D ay"tobe heldan yw here in In dia.H e w as on e of the g reatestsupporters of Urdu,an d
in this con n ection his w hole life w as a dedicatedchaptertothe adv an cem en tof Urdu.

497
Ibid. p. 521.

498
Aftab-e-Deccan, Hamidullah Shaeda, p. 136.

499
Nawab Bahadur Yar Jang, Masud Jawed, Dawn, 25-6-1968.



Our Freedom Fighters (1562-1947) Twenty One Great Lives; Copyright © www.sanipanhwar.com 230

A s far as he him self w as con cern ed, he w as a g reat prose w riter in Urdu an d
un paralleledasa speak erin Urdu.

A tthe beg in n in g of 1944,N aw ab S aheb foun dhis throatw as in badshape an dthathe

w as hardly able to speak aloud.H e reduced the n um ber of his talk in g en g ag em en ts,
w hich m ean tcurtailm en tof hispolitical activ ities.H e took tog arden in g asa hobby,an d
w as an xious tog row a n um berof v arieties of m an g oes in his g arden .In this con n ection
he w rote a letter to I.I.Chun drig ar in B om bay on 23rd Jun e,1943."I w an tto plan t
alphan so m an g oes in m y g arden . I un derstan d thatyour S ecretary, A bdul Ghafoor
Kazi,has frien dly con n ection s w ith m an g og row ers in Ratn ag iri ...P lease requesthim
on m y behalf tosen dm e tw en tyfiv e m an g otrees from Ratn ag iri of alphan som an g oes.
P lease sen dthem by V .P .P .,an dIshall m ak e paym en tof the parcel on receipt."

H e hadacceptedtopreside ov erthe session of the S tates M uslim L eag ue atJubbulpore,
an dm ade his railw ay book in g in adv an ce forthe purpose.B uta little before the day of
his departure,he hadan attack of bron chitis,an dhadtoaban don his plan of trav ellin g
to Jubbulpore.O n 24th an d 25th M ay,1944,he w en tto V aran g al to preside ov er a
m eetin g of the M ajlas Itehad-ul-M usalm een .The w eather w as terrible,an aw ful heat
w av e heldthe w hole S tate in itsfev erish g rip.H e return edfrom V aran g al,strick en w ith

a rag in g fev er.Fora m on th thereafter,he w asalm ostbedridden .B uthisdaun tlessspirit
could n otallow him to tak e com plete rest.O n 25th Jun e,1944,he dictated letters as
usual in the m orn in g foraboutan hour.H e then proceededtoaddress g irl studen ts at
M adressah A rabiya N isw a,an d hav in g deliv ered a brief address return ed hom e.H e
had lun ch w ith his B eg um ,an dretired for his aftern oon n ap.Thatev en in g ,he lefthis
hom e to g o to the house of his frien d,Justice H ashim A li Khan ,w here he had been
in v ited to din n er.A ccordin g to custom ,as soon as N aw ab S aheb w as seated in the
house of Justice H ashim A li,the serv an tbroug htthe hooka an d placed itrespectfully

before N aw ab S aheb.H e justtook on e puff of the hooka, feltg iddy, an d w as soon

un con scious.Itw as n otlon g before he breathed his last,hav in g w on im m ortality as a
freedom fig hteratthe youn g ag e of thirty-n in e.
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