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As ex-President Bhutto faces execution

“A greal sgurce of strength''. .. Mir Bhutto

the death cell

FIGHTING
FOR HIS

FATHER'S
LIFE...

THESE COULD be the
last words ever wrilten
by Pakistun’s former
President, Zuifikar Al
Bhutlo, 25 he languishes
m the condemned cell.

They are extracts from
& lope. band-written letier
be recently sment Lo his
rldest son. 2d-year-old Mir,
now liviaz in Loandan.

They resd slmaet like & laci
teataraenl  from the praod.
Daford educaled slalsvmio as
he pa-ades his achlevemenis
in office before his son and
charges hum wiith laking carc
al the rest ol the Jamily —
elder sipter Penmair, L5, Bow
under howse arfest in Paki-
stan . Brother Hhan. 20, and
pouneetd sialer Sauam,

It now losks 3% if only ®
midcrke can keep Rhulls fram
the hangman's obew. I any-
one ran perform that micdcke,
hiy wom Mt

Dating the 11 manthd Bia
father ha< been in kil he

has Waselied The world s bis
guest foa suppori.
Pride

Withaat hisx Ulreles Effaris

not the first time [ have
picked up the pen o write
to voi. On every occgsion

‘ My dearest Mir—this is

know thal | am lanecent
1k | am the vi¢tlin of a
conspiracy. Yeti the huml-
lstion afd the Insuit cannot be
Ignored
Yor this reazon, [ have not been
w gel down o woillng o omy
ral soet . Qe COURNE mMan who wikl
wear My mantie and CRITY my marks

e

i
§

Condemned . .. Mr. Bhulto

You did such 3 spiendld job when
¥ou were here thiz summer You were
A sgurce of greal strength to me The
pecpie also ok Lo you ke Nsh take to
waler.

YOND BELIEF

cvond belief Really
The Fie are

MY DEAREST

SON

A letter

from

You hove got a hang

achievement was fo
wn-troddsn people of
o glve them a vYole In
Stale 1 took them out
1 and restored their

the alfaies of th
ol the shasie of

The impartant thing 1s ihat uUme
will pass, the most Important thing ia
that 1| must pass through it with
nonour Whatever Uil end, It must be
faced bravely

In this crisls, and it has been Lhe
worst srén by B3 ¥our mother and your
#ister have been shining plilars of
strengih. It would have been very diffi-
eult, | would say |t would have bren
Impossitie, w be without their splendid
and heroic contributions

There 12 na lustice in the courls or
In the Adminnatration Only God
Almighty and the people ¢an save me

This does nor mean that the out-
gide influences wre useless, The oulside
Imfuences can be effective, 1 the Inflg-
ences are empioyed in the right places.

GOOD FRIENDS

For instunce, the outside Press can
piay & consiructive part Men of
Infuence In Government and in Pariia-
ment can make a contribution. We
have Lo put our finger on the right sapot
and pot waste our energles

T hope thal you are looking after
sourscl! end making good friends

Giad bleas you very
dearest, jovable son '\"f'.u’r father
Lulfivar AU

Bhutto Khandan, Jahad Musalsal;
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OFFICE OF THE CHIEF MARTIAL LAW ADMINISTRATOR
PAKISTAN

Confirmation minute in respect of accused
Muhammad Ayub Malik,Abdul Nasir Baluch
Muhammad Essa and Saif Ullah Khalid ot
Karachi.

I do hercby confirm the sentence of death

awarded to

a. Accused Muhammad Ayub Malik s/o Ghulam
Sarwar Malik,Karachi.

b. Accused Abdul Nasir Baluch s/o Wali
Muhummad Baluch,Karachi.

c. MAccused Muhammad Essa s2/0 Faiz Muhammad
Baluch,Karachi.

d. MAccused Saif vullah Khalid alias Sain .
Khalid s/o Muhammad Ali Jauhar,Karachi.

G
Rawalpindi. ‘ C]\O\J —

__H.-l'

General -
(M.Zia-ul-Haq)

Zepl ) d oMo @d

LA e g has b v 'Y
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STATEMENT OF MS. BENAZIR BHUTTO €2 - CHAIRPERSON, PAKISTAN PEOPLES PARTY
JuLy 29, 1987

Concious of my religious cbligations and duty to my family I am pleased
to proceed with the marriage proposal accepted by my Mother, Begum Nusrat
Bhutto.

The impending marriage will not in any way affect my political committment
to my Country, my people or the trail blazed by Shaheed Zulfikar Ali Bhutto
for a free, federal, Democratic and Egalitarian Pakistan.

I stand as one with our Countrymen in repudiating tyranny and its terrible
héritage.

THe .pecple of Pakistan deserve a better, more secure future and I shall be
with them in seeking it

For the brave workers of the Pakistan Pecples Party there is a special
message: I am your sister and will always be your sister. Your courage,
dedication, loyalty, protection and prayers have proveded the strength
which has enabled me to continue to fight for you and for the rights of

our pecple. Your strength is my strength and the strength of the suppressed
people of Pakistan. And so it shall be in the future.

In view of the carnage caused by the car bombs and the sectarian killings
the ceremcnies are being postponed. We cannont celebrate when our people
suffer. Your suffering is our suffering. Our bond is beyond the vindictive
grips of the tyrants,

I shall be returning to Karachi shortly.

Rel 3ﬁ by:
e 1 ta

Press Spokesman
Co-Chairperson's Office
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SUBTEAEL Ly PAEAL ST

In loving memory of my father, my brother,
and all those who lost their lives
in opposing General Zia’s Martial Law in Pakistan.
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RANALERE
: Camp
; '.n.;gg_ﬁg),;;,/“ danuary 15,16 6¢

. My deer Mr, Riaz,

Thank you for vour kind letter datsd
Pecenbar 17, 1905, and for the kine sentimen®
that you have expresaed for meo | freatly
appreci ate your sense of patriotie: and th~
initietive that you tock in glving & sultenis
reply to the Milap which has indulged in guch
base slander in uvttar defiance of _osurnalirc
ethien and of moral decency. Thig article
also been brought te my notice by snother
Pakiotani patriet like youraelf and | have
referred the metter te our High Conmlsslen in
Londen, It gives me & very good feeling to
know that the intercsts of Pakistan abread rre
being guarded so zealously by patriotic
citizens of Pakietan like voursel f,

Please accept my renewed thanke and
best wishep,

Yours sincerely,

s A S

(2AFikar Ali Bhutto)
HoPk.

Mr, Bashir Ahmed Riaz,
Press Cerrespondent,
14-Simonside Terrasce
Hewcastie = en=Tyne 6,

United Kingdema,
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D)

RAWALPINDI

PARISTAN Hos @I—@*ﬁ?ﬁ Fehruaryn. 9 1966.

Dear Mr. Riasz,

Thank you very much for
your letter of 29th January, 1966.
I shall be happy to see you when
you come to Pakistan.

Yours asincerely,
“'ﬁ’(.".u

(Zulfikar A1i Bhutto)
H.Pk.

Mr. Bashir Ahmad Riaz,
Press Correspondent,
14, Simonside Terrace,
Newcestle-on-Tyne 6,

U.X.

Bhutto Khandan, Jahad Musalsal;

Copyright © www.bhutto.org




229 18 PI PP RGN KL E L 7
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o .y
.5@ Y RAWALPINDI

PARISTAN

Hos M/~ ;”/# June 16,1966.

Dear Mr. Rias,

Thenk you very much for
your letier dated the 1st June, 1966 and
for the kind sentimentas, It glves me great

pleasure to send my autograph Photograph.

Yours sincerely,
}u—‘/ﬁ-‘i—v hoe A el

{&t{ﬁ.h.r Ali Bhutto)
H.Pk.

Nr. Bashir Ahmad Rias,
Press Correspondent,
14, 3imonside Terrace,

Hswgastie—on-Tyme 6.
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13 624 a5 b
ZULFIKAR ALI BHUTTO 70 Clifton,
l 0&. mlch-’- .
( Barrister-at-Law)

1lth FPebruary 1967

My dear Mr. Riasz,

I am most grateful to you for
your kind and thoughtful greetings on the
occasion of Eid-ul-Fitr and would like to
warmly reciprocate the same.

With best wishes,

Yours sincerely, e

ﬁff—- A s

Mr.B.A.Riaz,

Press Correspondent,
41, Meldon Terrace,
Heaton,

New Castle upon Tyne 6,
United Eingdom.
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TO Clifton
Earachi 6.

November, 17, 1967

My dear Basbir,

I hope you are well. This is only a short letter to inform
you that we are holding a Convention of the Party on the 30th of
NHovember and 1st December. BEverything is proceeding well and 'INSHA-
ALLAH', I sm confident that the Party will become the invincible
force geared to the service of the Nation's l:{rﬂ. intereat. The
task will be difficult but we shall overcome all problems as we
belisve that the principles of our party serve the best interest of
the people of Pakistan.

1 would request you apd your friends to make the most
valuable efforts to ensure the success of the Party from your end.
A great deal can be done by our people in England, and I am sure that
you will organise powerful cells of the Party.

With best wishes.

Yours sincerely,

(ZULPIKAR ALI BEWPTO) H.Px.

M/8 Bashir Rias,
c/o "Asia® Weekly,
13 Alcester Road,
Birmingham 13,
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29th February 1968

Dear Mr, Bashir Riasz,

I am in receipt of your letter dated 28th
February 1968 from which I am happy to learn that you have
come home.  You also write about the illness of your sister
which I am grieved to know. FPlease convey her prayers on
my behalf for quick recovery.

I will be in Karachi up to the 7th March
and will then proceed to Larkana for Eid returning again
to Karachi on the 12th. I shall then leave for East Pakistan
on the 16th or 17th. This will give you an idea about my
availability in Karachi and you are welcome to see me here
any day during the pericd accordingly.

Ks far as an article for "Asia" Weekly is
concerned, I am afraid, due to my extensive tours I cannot
settle down to write one but when you meet me we can consi-
der the interview.

¥iith best wishes and thanking you,

Yours sincerely,

-

lon ek MnAd
(Zulffkar Ali Bhutto)
H.Pk.

Fr. Bashir Riaz,
79, Mcleod Road,
LAYORE.
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21st August 1968

Dear ¥r., Shabbir Riaz,

S Thank you very much for your letter of hugust

I an here up to the 24th morning, The same
day I am leavinz for Lahore and will proceed fror there
te Dacca. I will be very happy if you will see me
either in Lahore or in Karachi whichever place may
suit your convenience.

Thanking you once again and with best
wishes,

Yours sincerely,

b b foo le

(z# 2ixar ALL Buutto)
H.Fk.

1'-:.'. Shabbir R!.lI.
¢/o Daily NAWA-I-WAQT,
LGRS,
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25th May 1968.

Mr. Bashir Riaz,
Agia Vieekly,

13 - Alcester Road,
Birmingham, 13,

ENGLAND.

Dear Mr. Bashir Riaz,

Thank you for your Ltter which I am
replying in haste as in a few houral am leaving

for Nawalpindi.

I am glad you liked my book which
has been recently published in Englmd. I will be
happy i1f you can work out the gquestion of Urdu
translation by getting in touch -dt!l Mr. Stalworthy

Lo

of Oxford University Pr'lln‘lh o will give you the

address of my agent Mr. John Wolfers.

With best wishes,

Yours sincerely,
lea

(Z. A. Bhutto)
H.Pk.
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Dear Mr, Bashir Rias,

1 am in receipt of your letter dated
21st Bgptember 1971.

m.ni:'{uu for sending me the information
contained in your letter which I have noted.

Yours sincerely

o

-

( Zulfikar 411 Bputto )
H,Pk.
¥r. Bashir Rias,
71 Wellington Road,

#Tnten, Birminghan

Bhutto Khandan, Jahad Musalsal; Copyright © www.bhutto.org




Juulise g plusla gigy 246

~

BEHEEN e e P oy s

-

PRIME MINISTER

Prime Minister's House,
Rawalpindi.

3rd Decembexr, 1973

Dear Mr. Bashir Ahmad,

Thanks for your letter setting out
your views on the various matters discussed in it.
I am touched by your kind sentiments for the popular
1oad-;:-nhip in your country and by your convictions

in the service of your people.

Yours sincerely,
- I“
Zulfikar Ali Bhutto

Mr. Bashir Ahmad Riaz,
139 St. Paul Ave,
SJ..-ISII’ Buﬁkﬂ,’
ENGLAND.
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PRIME MINISTER'S HOUSE
RAWALPINDI

Tth September 1973

Dear Mr Bashir Riaz,

Thank you for your telegram of
felicitations on my husband's assuming the
offica of the Prime Minister of Pakistan.

I very much appreciate your sentiments
and good wishes which you have expressed for

both of us,

Tl

(Begum Nusrat Bhutto)

Mr Bashir Riaz,
139 St Paul Ave.
Slough, Bucks (UK)

Bhutto Khandan, Jahad Musalsal; Copyright © www.bhutto.org




Jeubosa g olnla g, 250

ek e P

Pakistanis and Kashmiris living in Britain have always
supported the just cause of Chatrman Bhutto Shaheed ang
the people of Pakistan. Their consistent struggle againat
the barbaric rule has been a great source of strength-for
the oppressed people of Pekistan. :

This was said by the Chairman Pakistan People Party
Begum Nusrat Bhutto in a message to Shah Nawaz Bhutto, now
living in London.

She seid that because of the painful evenis in
Pakistan and continued strangulation of political activities
it had not been possible for the high command to pay due
attention to the PPP organisations abroad.

It 18 because of this fact that certain undesirable
elements in collaboration with the military junta have
started exploiting the genuine feelings of our supporters
to achieve their personal goals and missions.

Sshe said that shortly a plan to re-organize the
PPP abroad, would be worked out by the central commitiee
80 a8 to give a correct and productive line to the followers
of PPP and true supporters of Mr.Bhutto Shaheed. -

Shah Fawaz Bhutto said that Begum Nusrat Bhutto
would be sending a special message for the Pakistanis living
abroad,on the eve of independence day.

,7 Ll 1lfed” "

» 94 }4n4;;u~v4f‘ 2]
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: PRIME MINISTER’S HOUSE,
@ RAWALPINDIL.

May 12, 1975.

Dear Mr, Basghir Riez,

Received your letter of April 28,1975
end the recorded tape you had sent with it for
which I thank you.

Whet can one do with such liars who
pose 8s lesders end mske fools of honest people

but in reality meke fools of themselves?

I have discussed your letter snd its
enclosures with the Prime Minister. Hope you
will keep me informed.

With good wishes,

Yoursr sincerely,
Nubﬁ ]ﬂLﬁ/

Begum Nusrat Bhutto

Mr. Bashir Riaz,
31=-Dolphin Road,
Slough Bucks

United Kingdom,
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Dear Bashir Hiaz,
I huave been out of Enyfland for a long time

and, though I cannot publicully disclose where I am presently, I have
been upsct by talk of dissention withen our runks in Europe. I would
like to offer some gui de lines which I hope will resolve some of the
prevailing doubts.

Masawaat Internutionul remnins the only official organ of
~the party outside Pskistsn. Its editorisls contain the official policy
of our party. This newspaper has the blessings of our Chairmen, Begun

Sahiba, just as it had the blessings of the founder of thea party,
Martyr Zulfiker A1i Bhutto. Ours is not & sensational paper, it is

not & rag; it is not concerned with the gossip of Hyde Park or the taleas
of Rajs Bazar. It is a serios political paper and should ba read by

all those interested in the political development of the party. It
carries party newa and party policy.

Fipslly, I am surc you will continue with your mission with the
sume ditermination you huve shown in Lhe past. ron.fmu =y complete

trust, just ea you have always enjoyed the trust and confidence
of my entire femily. Shaliced Badshah would have Qeen proud of you
of the struggle you launched for him.

¥1th best wishes,

Murteza Bhutto.
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Dear Baghir Riaz,

I have been out of England for a long time
and, though I cannot publically disclose where I am presently, I have
been upsst by talk of dissention withen our ranks in Europe. I would
like to offer some guifde 1ines which I hope wiil rescive some of the
prevailing doubts.

First, our Chairman, Begum Bhutto, is in touch only with Shahnawas
Bhutto, and through him, with you ma Editor of Masswsat Esekly. Anyons
8lse who claims to be in touch with our Chairman or with Miss Benazir
Bhutto is a fravd. People in the paat have used and misused the name
of our CGreat Leader, Martyr Zulfikar Ali Bhutto, only to betray him
latier. After betraying him they have claimed to remain his close
confidantes, which they once might have been. We must recdgnize all
our ensmies and traitora so as never to repeat the mistakes of the
paat. Let our actiona and our present and past behaviog be the criterion
of Judgment. Once betrayel enters our blood, loyalty should naver be
axpected. REamember this well.

You must work with great vigour on the Mg Mertyr Zulfikar Ali
Bhutto Truet. Thid is the leabt we can do for the memory of our Great
leader. You must not be disturbed by opposotion to this project. Thoss
who oppose this were the sams pasopls who opposed Shaheed Badshsh. Thome
who opposs this diacredly were the same peopls who oppond. our Grut
Leader and stabbed him in tho back. Those who call this a nistruat
are those who are not at pesce with their own consclounce. Some people
want to sell the name of Shaheed Badshsh, just ms they sold his life.
They will opposs you because they feel that if they had started this
trust before they could have misused it to make monoy. The fact id that
your conaciocunce id clear. The Memorial Trust is publishing books on
our Ureat Leader, it is peeparing a library on him, it is presenting
medels to those who tried to save our Great My Martyr's 1life, it is
building monuments in different parts of the world to his memory. You
must be proud of this project. Shame on those who have sat up an
office to collect money over the grave of our Orest Lasder.
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Mesawsat Internsationul remonins the onlyaff official organ of
the party outside Pakistan. Its editorials contain the official policy
of our party. This newspaper hns the blessings of our Chairmen, Begum
Sahiba, just as it had the blessings of the founder of the party,
Martyr Zulfiker Alli Bhutto. Ours is not a sensationsl paper, it is
not a rag; it is not concerpned with the gossip of Hyde Park or the tales
of Haja Bazar. It is a serios political paper snd should be read by
all those interested in the politieal development of the party. It
carries party newa and party policy. If the Punjab Working commiltee
rrxoamnedex recomended Begum Sahiba ns the Chairman for life and Miss
Benazir Bhutto as the ﬂclin{; fhuirman, well then thal is final. That
is what our newspaper will earry wnd Lhot id what our newspaper will

propergate.

41l those truaitors who say that this is Lhe descision of the
Punjab Working Committee and nol the Central or Execulive committee
should be asked onc¢ que:tion: Uo you accept Lhe decision of of the
Working Committee or not. Those who do not will be sacked from Lhe
party without ceremony. The same groot man who taught these meek
crities elso taught Begum Sshiba and Miss Benazir. If our Great Leader
tavght these scuns for ecight Years he teught Bagum Bahibe for thirty
years and Miss Benezir for twenty- six years. Martyrsx Bhutto's family
were taught politics by the Oreat Leadur in hie own house, snd they
know this geme better than Lhose traitors who call themselven lions
of this snd that province. They behaved like disgusting mice compared
to the bravery of these two greal ladies. The blood of Shheed Badshsh
flows in our xmim ximmex velns, an he taught us things he did not
teach outsiders.

Finally, I am surc you will continue with your misaion with the
same détermination you have shown in the past. Impmve my complete
trust, Jjust es you have always enjoyed the trust and confidence gl
of my entire family. Shaleed Badshah would have been proud of your

aof the struggle you launched for him.

K With bogl wishes,

Murtezs Bhutto.
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CONVENTION OF INTERNATIONAL JURISTS
on the trial of Mr Zulfikar Ali Bhutto
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CONVENTION OF INTERNATIONAL JURISTS
on the trial of Mr Zulfikar Ali Bhutto
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CONVENTION OF INTERNATIONAL JURISTS
on the trial of Mr Zulfikar Ali Bhutto

To  Dr KURT WALDHEIM
SECRETARY GENERAL OF THE UNITED NATIONS

THE INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION OF JURISTS on the TRIAL

of Mr Zulfikar Ali Bhutto, comprising, sey Clark, former Afforney

eneral, ; John Mathew, QC; Profe ssor J.K.B. M. Nicholas, Principal
Brasenose Col lege » Oxford University; Issam Al Inglizi, Senior Syrian
Lawyer, Damascus; David Birenbaum, Trial Lawyer, U.S.A. ; Louis
Blom Cooper, Q.C., Chairman, Amnesty Internat ional; Brian Leary Q.C.;
George T Davis, American Trial Lawyers Association ; John Dellenback,
Former Director of the Peace Corps, U.S.A. and U.8. Congressman;
Professor Sulhi Donmezer, University of Istanbul; Dr Albert Garretson,
Professor Emeritus of New York University Law School, Former Di recor
of the Institute of International Law: Judge George Joseph, U.S8. Court of
Appeals; Dr David Taylor, School of African and Oriental Studies; Dr Van
der Hart, American College of Switzerland; Leslie Wolf Phillips, London
School af Economics and Political Science; David Harrel, Legal Adviser,
London Committee for Press Freedom and Democratic Government in
Pakistan; Jonathan Aitken, M. P., (Conservative), Human Righta Association;

Stanley Newens; M. P.,(Labour). Human Rights Association; William Butler,
U.S. Lawyer.

has arrived at the following conclusion

General Zia-ul-Haq, chief martial law administrator
of Pakistan, has proclaimed that there exists in his
country a fair judicial system, sophisticated, and based
on the British system, similar in principle to that
followed in other countries adhering to the administration
of common law., It is the opinion of this convention, after
carefully considering all the evidence placed before the
court, that the trial of Zulfikar 21i Bhutto clearly fatled
to meet minimum accepted standards of justice and of Islamic
law in at least the following ways:
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1) THE BIAS OF THE TRIAL COURT

2) THE FAILURE TO MAINTAIN AN OPEN TRIAL

3) THE FAILURE TO KEEP AN ACCURATE RECORD
OF THE TRIAL

4) THE DENIAL OF PROPER FACILITIES TO THE
DEFENDANT IN ‘THE CONDUCT OF HIS DEFENCE

5§) EVIDENTIARY IMPROPRIETIES AND INSUFFICIENCIES

6) THE PHYSICAL TREATMENT OF THE ACCUSED

7) THE ATTEMPTED INTIMIDATION BY THE COURT OF
‘THE DEFENCE COUNSEL

We particularly note that the evidence of accomplices

was not corroborated by independent witnesses, and would

not have been admitted under Islamic law. As lawyers and
jurists we feel strongly that among the basic international
rights must be included certain standards of justice. Any
nation which, in moving to enforce its own statutes and rules,
fails.to adhere to such basic standards of justice does grave
injury to far more than the individuals involved. Any

nation holding trials in the future of any citizen,
particularly any present or former leader or public servant,
must be held to adhere to such standards of Jjustice.

Miscarriages of justice accomplished through
distortion and misuse of established legal systems
have not been confined to Pakistan. The jurists and
other peoples of the world must continue to demand that
there be no such cases in any country. It is a tragedy
impacting far beyond the borders of Pakistan that those

standards of justice were violated in the trial of
Zulfikar Ali Bhutto.

The convention has unanimously resolved that:

1) We urge the. immediate release of his wife and
daughter who have been detained and denied the
solace of other members of their family.

2) We further urge that a guarantee be given to the
family that they will not be subjected to further

harrassment.
CLAUD MORRIS - ANNE G. BASKER
Convention Chairman Convention Rapporteur
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On behalf of the opnressed messes of the Federation, let
me salute London Wusawaat on the occasion of its Firgt anniversary.

The one year since the birth of London Nusawaat encapsultes
a whole history. The history of the tran.sfomdtloa of apeople and
a Fatlon. It encapsulates a history of suffering and struggle,

of torment and tragedy, of a Prime Hinister and petty thisf, of
an anpressed mass and the oppressing masters.

The dichotomies and the contradictions are far too many
and far too painful for recomnting. 0f elections promised but,
never held, of a unanimous constitution tormn into shreds, of a
gjor(oéc rel lglon bdetrayed, of a Judiciary which turned Srom the
majesty of law into the matron of Nartial law, of a Parliment
abol ished and of a Province which sent a vital and visionary
P_;-tue Minister only to recetve his dead body as a reward .

The myopic and selfish policies pursued dy a vindictive and
venomous General have launched the Federation on to an unchartered
course. Repional and clase polarisation has accel erated.
Insecurity has increased. But wlth hls blood, Chalrman Zulfikar
A1t Bhutto has infused strength Into the sinews of the masses.

HFis martyrdom is the high water mark. The oppressed and miserable
people, branded with the scar of peverty on their foreheads, are
joined together, alongwith all those who fought for justice and
democracy,

The peoples’ strong desire to vindicate their leader’s honour
and Ffulftl his mission has not only grown but become a necessity
in their syes, The Chalrman’s writings; actionsg and super human
courage stand 1ike an etermal beacon, lighting up the minds of
not only the masses at home but transcending all international
boundaries. Only a man 1tke Zulftkqr 414 Bhutto could portray

the image of a giant and become the tdol and salnt of the %eeming
millions.

London Kusawaat has played a decisive role in reflecting
the saliant struggle of the pesoples of the Federation both in
and outef Pakistan, against the inhuman, barbdaric, medieval
regime of General Zia-ul-Hag who stole pomver in the middle of
night at Tank point. Although darkness has temporarily prevailed,
the supreme.gacrifice of Chairman Shaheed will not have been in
vain, FWith the cooperation of all freedom loving people we shall
break the chains of martial lat and bury oppression, dediettand
victimigation in Pakisgtan.
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~eC
12 Willingdon Crescent
New Delhi

28th January 1979

Dear My Riaz,

Your questions are not embarrasing but our
information is limited that it is difficult to give
very full answers.

Q.1. It is not possible to produce any proof.
But the activities of certain foreign agencies on
other continents give clesar indication of their
methods and objectives. A strong and stables sub=
continent, which was not a mere satsllite did not
fit in with their global strategy. As soon as

Mr Bhutto adopted a slightly independent line in
the interest of his country, he began to be
suspact in their eyes.

Q.2 This method of eliminating political
adversaries should not be tolerasted., I have written
to a number of foreign dignitaries.

Q.3. Even if Mr Bhutto had & hand in shaping policy,
surely the responsibility muat‘= joint one. Mr Bhutto
certainly showed statesmanship of & high order
afterwards.

Q.4. The Janata Party government is not willing to
speak up for Mr Bhutto. Indeed they have not taken the
initiative on any issus, sven a non-controversial one.

Q.5. I am not in touch with the situation in
Pakistan so 1 cannot prophesy what would happen in
the immediate futurs, but I have no doubt ¢that such
acts ars detrimental in the long run.

Yours sincersly

,"—"’{ e IM—-' (L‘.
Indira Gandhi
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12, "'illinodon Crescent
Hew Delhi 110 011

April 8, 1979

Dean L REDenls, ¢ 7L SLAL Nawg R E,

I write to send my de=2p svmpathy to you both
and to all your family. These last months we have
followed events in Pakistan vary carefullv and with
anxiety. I had hoped against hon=z that your fathar's
life would be spared. I did not sit idle, but snoke
continuously on the subject to huge public meetings all
over India. I also wrote to Ambassadors and sa2nt letters
through them to their Heads of State and other important
dignitaries, From most I got positive responses and I
know they sent messages to President Zia. Only one
regretted his inability to interfere and I am especially
sorry that my own Government and its leaders showed such
callous indifference. After the sad news, my party was
the- first to organise a big demonstration in front of the
Fakistan Embassy in Delhi.

how that the worst has hapnened, I can only
express my deep grisf and assure you that millions of
Indian citizens of all religions share your sorrow. My
thoughts are especially with your mother and your sister,
whom I had the pleasure of meeting in Simla and who I
hope will have the opportunity of playing an important
role in her country to vindicate her father.

The times are cark on our subwontinent and in the
neighbourhood. 2ut do not lose heart., You —ust steel

yourself to meet the challenge. Suffering can either
destroy one or become a step towards greater Btrength.

I should have liked to write to your mother
and sister but doubt if letters or cables will reach
them. Please convey my condolences and regards to them.

Yours sincerely,

lL—’ﬂ4\J;A nfb—aiLs'
Indira Gandhi
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A .
32 Willlscti N Chezoent
KKeir Celihi 113011

July G, 1579

Dear lir Bhutto,

Thank you feor your lecuver oI ¢hs 7L Sune.
“Pletso € CerNET T FSo o islt: ki h, et
) mother }:c'"um Bhuttq =d t:a yous clstes "‘._~‘_?é:i.':. Mt
else cm cne. sa.y' ?: 'I‘Iwy are colryg L._rc.__ 1 a terrible
_ordeal. May they heve tha ccurise to ecme t"xrouq.'a it
with head held hiqh end..‘-heir CLirie wiecncuvered. It
must bo £cme '\éoiacé to- thén the: yeu @€ veur brether -
aro {n Englend end are active in mobiliziny support.

Have you hcard s¥cut a bcook ‘Kotes from a Death

Cell' alleged to heve bef.n coxpiled fronm jottings in;

lir Bhutto's ‘Déath Ccll ﬁiary by B L'Kek ? Is it gmuino ?
In it there: ’.Bsa pacs cg& ‘thet T 1eﬁ. no stone mtumed to
‘.harasa Pak:l,atm. T can unc_r..;a.*q eny Pal.istani.’ ieader
,.,celinq that- way, elthcugh it ic fcr frcw the truth

E'r.'cn the very bug.{cn_r.g it oo L7 Cesire; as I k.now it ¥os
my tather's, __to’ he.v‘. i.::icnc.sl iy vith beivsten, But' I wes
bothered by tne Amecricen. c-c-mcc...c.;‘ thifch I wes c.cnvinc;:.
did nct rel;_s__h a streng. énd selfmrolicnt culcentinent vhich
sculd ba lcsé_:_‘j‘,lc:ependent e culelids filpe Rogarding
Bangladesﬁ, teelinc> in Tndia veic ccrtzindy hich but

in all my publish gpcechas cu 4o Lime ¥ weried the po, e
that nau problems 101 be crciecd Lol ve and thet vy
relaticnship would nci LU ISy L G Liiuwre you ol
that hued I been Primo ifinistcs r: fe b Bovenis LAt voule
not have hesitated to stiengliy wid deo rose cffactively
suppcrc your father's ccusc. 4iclo Lo i ihing perocaal

in this, I considor it a mettcy of Luinciple.

With good wishes,

Yeurs cinccrely,
. ¥ u
[ St I‘l__-

lirr Si:ch Nawaz, Bhutto sadira G} nani,
LONLO: T,
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1353
12, Willingdon Crescent
New Delhi.

23rd October, 18739

Desr Mr Riaz,

I am enclosing the text of a statement
issued by Mrs, Indira Gandhi on political

developments in Pakistean,

With good wishes$ '1’1_3-‘-;;!-3/

Yours sincerely,

Gt

(S.A. NAQVI)

Mr Bashir Riaz
UK

Bhutto Khandan, Jahad Musalsal; Copyright © www.bhutto.org
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October 23, 1979

Shrimati Indira Gandhi, President, Indian National
Congress, has issued the following statement to the press :

"Events in Pakistan cause deep concern. To those
who have cbserved the trend of the present military rulers,
the latest developments have not come as a surprise., The
last vestiges of democracy, even of the limited kind that
had existed in Pakistan, have been smothered.

My heart goes out to Begum Nusrat Bhutto and
Jiss Benazir Bhutto because of the renewed attack on them
and the hardship they are suffering, following so soon after
Mr 2Zulfiquar Ali Bhutto's tragedy. I am told of a rumour
in Pakistan that the military rulers are planning to eliminate
these two valiant women and to confiscate their house in
Larkana. I assure them and the people of Pakistan that in
their hour of tribulation we are with them and with the
cause they hold dear. ’

Let us remember again Zulfiquar Ali Bhutto's
martyrdom and how, even in the face of death, he refused to
surrender to the dictates of a revengeful regime.

Pakistani political parties, whe had remained
silent in their irrational hatred of Bhutto, Some even activel:
siding with the military regime to physically get rid of
Bhutto, are now themselves wvictims of the Martial Law regime,

India cannot be unaffected by what happens in
Pakistan. However, the nation should beware lest any
developments across the border are used as an excuse by our
Government to go against the peoples' will and change
decisions taken earlier.

This corresponds with the strategic designs of
interested powerful interests, It is a grim lesson for the
democratic forces of our subcontinent. External elements,
who are working for the destabilisation and disintegration
of our region,will continue to obstruct the assertion of
democratic and nationalist forces and the momentum of our
political processes."
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The Re. Hon, Mrs. Margaret Thatcher, M.P.

oty HOUSE OF COMMONS
gﬁ&% LONDON SWIA 0AA
PERSCNAL 4th April 1979

D OL Thosm

May | send you and your family my deepest
sympathy following the death of your father.

| told you, when you clme to see me, how ready
| had been to add my plea for clemency to those
many, many others ﬁzich were put to General Zia.
| am sorry they were not successful.

It was an especial pleasure to meet your father
when | was in Pakistan in 1976. | had long talks
with him and his kinisters and was impressed with
what | saw.

One cannot be sure of letters reaching your
family in Pakistan. Yould you please let Mrs
Bhutto know how much | grieve for her at this time.
| have never met her, but it is all too easy to know
how she must feel, Vill you also send my special
sympathy to Benazir? She has many friends in this
country and we hope that she will visit us again.

ky best wishes to you, again my heartfelt
sympathy.
. ;
O g /;..-'-u.-vs‘

e Kir Butto @“’f“‘_{}_] b,
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From Joan '"avnard P

B
i

HOUSE OF COMMONS
LONDON SWIA OAA

Fgghir Rizz
Editor
Musawaat Weekly

82 Calcdeonian Road
London N,1, 15th.Fehruery, 1902,

Dear Editor,

Thank you for your letter of 4th,Fehruary, 1982,

I am very concerned that General Zia's military
regime is holdinz Miss Bhutto and other political
prisoners and indulging in brutality and suppression.
We call upon him to release these prisoners and to

hold democratic elections and end the military dictator-
ship at present holding sway in Pakistan,

singerely,
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Foreign and Commonwealth Office

London SWIA 2AH
3 March 1982

From The Minister of State
Rt Hon Douglas Hurd CBE MP

(lghifﬁva ﬂ.U\AAJJLA_]

Thank you for your letter of 15 February, with which you
enclosed a letter from Mr Bashir Riaz of the Weekly Musawaat,
London.

As you will understand, we have no means of establishing
the accuracy or otherwise of the details of Amnesty International's
recent report on Pakistan. Some of the statistics are drawn from
official Pakistani reports, and may therefore be assumed to be
accurate, but others are uncorroborated. The report itself
acknowledges that it is difficult to estimate the number of
political detainees who are being held at present, and that many
of the political detainees arrested in the last couple of years
have been released after a relatively short period of time.

The Pakistani Minister of the Interior has said that there are
only 62 political detainees at present; on the other hand,

481 'terrorist elements' belonging to the Al-Zulfikar terrorist
group were arrested in Pakistan in 198l1. He has denied the
allegations of torture,

Mr Riaz claims in his letter that Miss Benazir Bhutto has
been in prison since March last year. This information appears
to be mistaken. I understand that Miss Bhutto was released from
prison at the end of December, and is now under house arrest at
the family home at Larkana. We Bave not heard of any health
problems, but would not necessarily do so.

We deplore violations of human rights wherever they occur,
as Peter Carrington made clear to the last UN General Assembly.
We have to judge carefully where and when representiations might
be helpful. I doubt if it would be helpful for us to make
official representations to the Government of Pakistan on the basis
of these reports.

I am returning Mr Riaz's letter.

'\Lom.,)

Russell Johnston Esq MP

House of Commons:
London  SW1A OAA | \
\J\n i
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Foreign and Commonwealth Office
London SW1A 2AH

Telephone 01- 233 5169

Your reference
e _Bashir Riaz
Weekly Musawat ~ R
82 Caledonian Road
VDO Oss g March 1982

Nl

Doc e Mo {EJAQiS
Thank you for your letter of 4 February addressed to the Prime
Minister. I have been asked to reply.

We appreciate your concern aboug the situation in Pakistan as por-
trayed by the Amnesty International report. The Government deplores
violations of human rights wherever they occur, and we have made our
position clear on this subject in the United Nations and elsewhere.
We hope that where the recent Amnesty International report or
specific allegations in it are not correct, the Government of
Pakistan will produce information to set the record straight.

Turning to your second point, according to latest reports, Benazir
Bhutto was released from priscn at the end of December and is not
under house arrest at the family home &t Larkana. We have not
heard of any health problems.

Cral
P S

A Rae (Miss)
South Asian Department

Bhutto Khandan, Jahad Musalsal; Copyright © www.bhutto.org




277 Judiws g plsla gigs

L3 5/(;)'”{’2.:_ J)’L I;:-ﬁ’.:)u 130240 2971 _'/'-.’: S

Fureign and Commonwaealth Office
London SW1A 2AH

Telephope 01- 233 5293

Your reference
Mr Bashir Riaz
Editor Ouwr reterancs
Weekly Muswaat
82 Caledonian Road Data 1 April 1982
LONDON
N1l
bh- (™ '--..a..

Thank you for your letter to the Prime Minister. I have been
asked to reply.

I regret that there was a typing error in the letter which
Miss Rae sent to you on 8 March. The first sentence of the
final paragraph should have read as follows:

Turning to your second point, according to latest reports,

Benazir Bhutto was released from prison at the end of

December and is now under house arrest at the family home
at Larkana.

I should like to apologise for this typing error.

I can confirm that the information available to us is that
Miss Benazir Bhutto is still under house arrest in Larkana.

T s,

o

D J Gowan
South Asian Department
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Foreign and Commonwealth Office

London SWIA 2AHK

14 April 1982
From The Minister of State

Rt Hon Douglas Hurd CBE MP

P
r]l(x;n/ Joon r“‘““‘;ﬁ‘*”bl
Thank you for your letter of 29 March.

We understand that Miss Benazir Bhutto is indeed under
house arrest at the family home at Larkana, I believe that
some confusion may have been caused by a letter which our
South Asian Department sent on 8 March to Mr Bashir Riaz,
the Editor of the Weekly Musawaat. Miss Rae intended to
write that according to latest reports Benazir Bhutto was
released from prison at the end of December and is now under
house arrest at Larkana. Unfortunately the letter contained
a typing error ('not' for 'mow') which led to misunderstanding.

The Department has writtem to Mr Riaz to apologise for
this error.

The Begum Nusrat Bhutto told our Consul-General in

Karachi in late Pebruary that Miss Bhutto was in good bhealih.
We do not have any more recent information.

\

UMV/

n\‘j lae  Hannd.

Migs Joan Maynard MP
House of Commons
London  SW1A OAA
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THE SUNDAY TIMES
WORLD NEWS

ANUARY 1

Bhutto’s daughter

by lan Jack

PAKISTANs military ruler,
General Zia, may soon face
his biggest challe in the
cight years since seized
power. The challenge s 32
and unmarmcd. wears bobbed
hair and brght Lipstick, talks
with 2 commanding vitality:
and. unless General Zia s
very clever or very ruthless.
or both, she could well
become the first woman in
the world to lead an Islamic
nation

Benarzir Bhutto announced
in London last week that she
will return o0 Pakistan in
March w0 head the Pakistan
People’s panty (PPP). which
Zia supressed afler he exe-
culed her father, President
Zulfikar Al Bhullo, in 1979,
Zia himscil has made this
pssible. Over the past year
he has hesitantly audged hig
repime  Towards a  limited
Turm of demaocracy by sciting
up an clevted (but nonr-pany)
assembly and  withdrawing
martial law. Later this year
political partics, banned for
soven sears. will be allowed
o campaign. Whether this
new  freedum wall be  ex-
tended 1o the PPP remains
doubtful - parties have first
o conlorm 1o an ambiguous
code belfore the me will
recognise them - but Miss
Bhunte intends 1w put Za's
demucranue credennals 10 the
test,

She knows that she is the
only politician he fears. She
winvs 1l May appear immodest
o sav 50, bl adds: "The
Bhuto factor dominatcs the
polines of Pakistan. That's
it Bvause of me. I0s there

Invauswe of my father. his
rolonma, s cowrage, s
namyg,”

She returns 10 Pakistan as
ating chawrwoman of her
partn. She snuisis that her
mother s the pany's  real
lwader bui she 13 the only
Fakistam who appears w0
believe this. Her mother has
nol been well lor several
years and will stay behind in
the south of France when
Benane gocs back. Benazir s

sets test for

Pakistan's mext leader? Bhutto in London last week

her father's pohitical heir, her
pany’s stralegist  and  ihe
bngpest crowd-puller in the
counlry.

Six months ago. however,
she came close 10 quiting
poliics afier her  youngest
brother., Shahnaway.  ded
mystcnoushy at s flai an
Cannes, had spent most
of the previous cight years in
prison of under house amest
in Pakistan, lanerls trving o
sort out the PPy rampant

Zi

favtwnalism from her exile in
Londun, 71 was  facing
continual  antague. 11 was
poliics. pohtics, politns all
the iime. S0 when Shah was
hilled, 1 swddenly  thought
about how much nione Limc 1
could have spent with him, |
ashed myscl. Why am |
going around in uircles. why
ani | kading 3 life that s
physically exvhausung  emo-
twnally barren, socially har-
wn For what™

a

The answer, she says, came
frim the vast crowds thal
turned up for her henther's
funeral at the family home in
Larkana wn the province of
Sind. “When the people of
Pakistan gave my brother a
hero's funcral! | realised that
they were the reason fee the
sacnifice. It's because af them
that we can pul up with _our
pain and gnefl Onc pois
srength  from  one's  own
country ”

French  police
nvestigating  her
death, Dwver the past six
months a  second post
morem has revealed poison-
ng. his Afghan wife, Rehana,
has been arrested and then
relcased. and the  onginal
theory of suicide has n
discredited. Benazir is ceriain
that he was murdered for
political reasons. She says he
was aboul 10 relum Lo
Afghanistan and restart his
gucrnlla  campaign  againsi
General Zia when he died

Theee v nonetheless. a
new spint of gencromits for
perhaps pragmatism) an her
approach 1o the  gencral
wham she  hay  froguently
accused of “judicial murder”
o the past Domestic and
international prossure
particularly  from Wash.
ingion, has compelled him 1o

are  shill
brother’s

put on the “plumage of
democracy”, bul she con-
cedes  that  some  of  ihe

changes are more than cos-
metic. I he amrests me, |
know that | can’t be put in
soliary confinement agan. |
know 3 lawser will have 1o
vome and see me, that | can
challenge my  arrest in a
civilian coun. But o he
brings n repressive  laws,
we'lll ks thar denooe
has nat been restored

Thet  she  sass, vt
yiestion she waniy 1o e
which implics that the PP
will seek regiviration under
Toa's new  gode alter gl
party’s  wentral  ewevuling
mevts this wovk T dedide the
psue, Many n the pams
oprosc  amy  form of co-
operatin wun  Ziaa,  nat
Benaair's siew scems bikely e
win the argumem
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Bro6s L e
o i,

1~ Since I am leaving next week this is to say good-bye,

I want to thank you for your assistance before I leave,

2~ liowever there is a matter which needs to be brought up,
I have realised I am not necded here a2ny more, The role
I have been 28ked to play for the last few months is a
futile one. I have been told to entertain journalists
which I have done but as earlier said it is an exercise in
futility because I cannot deliver anything. Of course
journalists are my friends but since interview with you or
anyone else does not come within my povers, I have no
funetion, Just meeting them socially is embarrassing for me
and undermining the position 1 held, I did it to make ;ou
happy but cannot carry on like this,
3~ I had said that I would always be there to serve you but
since tne change in my status, 1 mave decided to remove
mySelf rether than prove an embarrassuent to you,Jith ti.is
in mind I have applied for long leave to go to London, I
will have to come back once again to wind up ny house and
office in © few months,
L. Zod forbid if there are any bucd tizes, I will be there,
lerhaps certajin of us are only neant to pl:y 2 role in those
tines,Shadow has not disappeared, .‘ovever, I hope and priy
that th> good times 1ast for yanrs and years, I wish you @il
Success since“rely.
5. I thank you once aszain for your miny kindnesses to m2,
The struggle wasn!t for any rewards cr firancial gains or
plots, it was my commitnert for = noble cauSe 3ind any
suffering was part of the stru;gle wiiel: 1 was proud to
gc throug~,

i

7
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LAST TESTEMENT

Until Mr. Zulfikar Ali Bhutto changed the pattern of
politics in Pakistan the bureaucracy played a pre-dominant
and open role in shaping the political fortunes of the
country. A number of commentators have pinpointed the
turn in the direction of Pakistan from the day Mr. Liaquat
Ali Khan, as the Finance Minister in the interim
Government of India presented his "socialist" budget in the
Indian Parliament in 1946, Apparently, Chaudhry
Mohammad Ali then an important bureaucrat in the finance
Ministry of the Government of Indian had a great deal to do
with drafting the "Socialist" budget which frightened the
Hindu capitalists of India. It is also believed that Chaudhry
Mohammad Ali persuaded the Muslim League leadership
to accept the portfolio of Finance in the interim Indian
Government. Mr. Isakander Mirza was another influential
Indian bureaucrat at New Delhi who made his contribution
for the cause of Pakistan.

After the creation of Pakistan, the bureaucracy
retained its traditional power, traditional because for over a
hundred years, the British had made the Indian Civil
Service the steel framework of the administration. The
Quaid-e-Azam was very ill and intensely over burdened by
the immediate problems of partition to change the attitude
or power of the bureaucracy. After his death in September
1948 a year after Partition the bureaucracy became more
powerful. With the assassination of Mr. Liaquat Ali Khan
the Prime Minister, the progressive deterioration of the
Muslim League made the bureaucracy of Pakistan into a
predominant, making and unmaking governments.

Some of the bureaucrats stepped directly into
politics by taking over the highest offices in the country-
both in the Federal Government and in some of the
Provinces. The institution, as such, called the tune from
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behind the curtains. It has recently been written by a
foreign commentator in the Far Eastern Economic Review
of February 16. 1979: "Before the Bhutto era, governments
were formed and broken by cabals of wealthy landowners,
the upper echelons of the Pakistan Civil Service (the
bureaucrats) and the 22 Industrial families. It was not
without reason that a couple of years before the first
Martial Law of Ayub Khan in 1956. Pandit Jawahar Lal
Nehru, the prime Minister of India, observed that Pakistan
was under the control of "Daftaries" (officials or
bureaucrats.)"

The upper echelons of the Pakistan Civil Services
were united on the fundamental issue that the bureaucracy
must rule the country but they were divided on which
politician should rule on their behalf. This question led to
internal tussles and bickering within the bureaucratic
hierarchy. But since there was no reference to the people,
since the people were precluded from the process of
decision- making the “Daftaris” intrigues held away.

Shortly before the imposition of Martial Law in
1958, prominent among the senior bureaucrats were Mr.
Iskander Mirza, Chaudhry Mohammed Ali, both of whom
have turned into active politicians. Mr. Iskander Mirza was
first the Governor-General. At the time of Martial Law, he
became the President. Chaudhry Mohammad Ali had been
the Prime Minister for a year and before that, Finance
Minister in the Federal Government Ghulam Mohammed,
the first of the Buccaneers had been Finance Minister and
later governor-General. In the NWFP Sardar Abdur Rashid
police officer, had been nominated as the Chief Minister of
the province. Among the powerful bureaucrats who made
and unmade governments and controlled them from behind
were: Mr. G. Ahmed, his brother Mr. Aziz Ahmed. Mr.
A.T Naqvi. Mr. N.M. Khan, Mr. Qurban Ali Khan and Mr.
Khurshid.

An active, mafia- oriented, second layer of younger
and highly ambitious bureaucrats began to emerge on the
stage by the time of Prime Minster Suharwardy, and more
conspicuously, when Feroze Khan Noon become Prime
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Minister of Pakistan in 1957. This group or the second
team, put on a show of completely loyal to their elders in
the Civil Service. But they were at the same time cunningly
making room for themselves by dividing loyalties between
their elders and the core influential politicians in office.
This second group of young men comprised of Altaf
Gauhar. Ashik Mazzari, Munir Hussain Shah, Malik Latif
Azizullah and some others. There was a third group of the
middle-aged bureaucrats who were supposed to be a
sobering influence. This group did not have the aura of the
elders nor the wild-west spirit of the young men. It was the
colorless lot, the safety valve. This group put up a pretence
of detachment and non-involvement in the power struggle.
But it was only a tactical posture. Men like Mr. N.A.
Faruqqui. Qudratullah Shahab. Mr. S.M. Yosaf, Mr. Fida
Hasan and Mr. Ghulam Ishaque Khan belonged to this
steady and pious group. These good men so to speak were
the plodders. It goes without saying that in making this
classification, the age factor has been determined
arbitrarily, especially of the middle group. We are
concerned more with the "image." Secondly, there were
many other individuals who have been omitted, as the
object is not to list the individuals or their personal
performances but to show the scheme. Thirdly, a few were
prompted by good intentions and did not fully visualize the
ultimate consequences of their extra curricular roles.
Fourthly, there were those who genuinely kept aloof not as
a stance but those could by counted on ten fingers.

Altaf Gauhar acquied his name notoriety as Deputy
Commissioner of Karachi in 1953 and 1965. For his
romantic escapades with the wife of Mr. John Cowasjee,
the younger son of Mr. Rustom cowasjee, the shipping
tycoon, he got into a foul conflict with the Cowasjee
family. This family of leading Zoroastrians (Parsi
community) of Karachi was very resourceful and was
connected with influential politicians, especially those of
Sindh. Altaf Gauhar on the other hand, was the rising
young star of the bureaucracy and had the backing of the
establishment, especially of Mr. Aziz Ahmed. Chaudhry
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Mohammad Ali and Mr. N.M. Khan. The scandal was
hushed up . Altaf Gauhar was transferred and replaced by
Muzzafar Hussain as Deputy commissioner of Karachi.
Cowasjee, his money his community and his political
parton. Mir Ghulam Ali Talpur had won the first round but
only the first round.

When Feroz Khan Noon become the Prime Minister
of Pakistan, Altaf Gauhar was back in the spotlight as his
secretary. He exercised enormous sway over the Prime
Minister, so much so that even some of his elders and
former patrons were getting envious of him. Among them
was Main Anwar Ali, the scheming and perverse minded
Director of intelligence Bureau. Altaf Gauhar liked to
throw his weight around. In those days., he was not the
petrodollar Islamic fundamentalist. He drank heavily, but
not as heavily as his brother, Tajjamul Hussain an official
in military accounts. He womanised and was proud of it,
but less boastful about it than Tajjamul Hussain. With his
superiors he was very submissive, respectful and
unassuming. He was the opposite with his subordinates. He
was arrogant with his colleagues but not his elders. Among
this category of civil servants he clashed with other
ambitions schemers like Qamar-ul-Islam. When Prime
Minister Noon concluded the Nehru-Noon agreement on
Beriberi enclave in East Pakistan, Altaf Gauhar and his
cohorts made it known that it was the triumph of Altaf
Gauhar. In short by October 1958 Altaf Gauhar had
become well known and had made powerful friends and
powerful enemies.

Perhaps this shrewd charlatan saw the Martial Law
on the horizon.Whatever the reason. He suddenly got the
consent of Prime Minister Feroze Khan Noon to proceed
for London to do a special course at the London School of
Economics. When Martial Law struck Pakistan in October
1958, Altaf Gauhar was in the scholarly cloisters of the
British University in far away London - out of sight and out
of mind. He was out of sight but not out of mind of Mian
Anwar Ali at least.
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After the initial thrust of Martial Law and the ouster
of Mr. Iskander Miraza, President Ayub Khan undertook
the task of consolidation. One of the steps necessary in the
process of entrenching his personal regime was to get rid of
the unwanted men in the bureaucracy, men linked with the
prominent politicians like his 1mmediate predecessor
Feroze Khan Noon. It must however be said to the credit of
Ayub Khan that he was not that blood thirsty about the
purge. He did have some persons in mind like Zafaryab
Ahsan and Ali Asghar Shah and he removed them with
alacrity. The others he left minly to the recommendations
of a committee headed by the Interior Minister General
Khalid Shaikh. To demonstrate Ayub Khan's attitude, the
example of Aziz Ahmed will suffice. As Commander-in-
chief and carlier as GOC East Pakistan, he had apparently
developed antipathy for Aziz Ahmed, who at the time of
Martial Law was Secretary of Commerce. On the
declaration of Martial Law, Ayub Khan immediately
appointed Aziz Ahmed as Secretary General and Deputy
Martial Law Administrator. Ayub Khan explained the
appointment or his good by saying that his immediate
impulse was to throw out Aziz Ahmed, but on further
reflection, he subordinated his personal feelings in the
national interest and made him Secretary-General and
Deputy Martial Law Administrator. However some months
later, when Shoaib in particular felt that Aziz Ahmed was
too powerful and influential in his twin positions as
Secretary-General and Deputy Martial Law Administrator,
he had no difficulty in lining up General Shaikh. General
Azam and Mr. Habib-ur-Rehman, the Bengali Education
Minister to get Ayub Khan's prompt approval for Aziz
Ahmed's ouster as Ambassador to Washington.

General Khalid shaikh an interior Minster was not
only the Chairman of the committee to screen officials, but
was also the former brother in law of Mian Anwar Ali, the
Director of Intelligence Bureau. In the beginning General
Shaikh was determined to get rid of his former brother-in-
law, and his second wife. Bilquees Shaikh was more keen
then her husband to see the back of Mian Anwar Ali.
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However. Main Anwar Ali was an effieient and shameless
sycophant. He literally threw himself at the feet of General
Shaikh and secured not only his gracious pardon but soon
became his principal adviser. The other main adviser to
General Shaikh was the current ambassador of this regime
to Britain. Brigadier F.R. Khan. At first the bureaucracy
was rattled by Martial Law and the announcements on the
bureaucracy and especially the screening. The military
officer corps had entered their domain as powerful rivals.
Actually at first the bureaucracy felt supplanted but not the
more perceptive among the civil service. Those with vision.
realized that soon the "simple soldiers" would be more
dependent on the bureaucracy than the politicians. This is
exactly what happened within six months of Martial Law.
The screening of a few hundred officials only brought
forward the more ruthless among them. The bureaucracy
was more powerful than ever before in the era of Ayub
Khan.

However, to return to screening and Altaf Gauhar.
The redoubtable Main Anwar Ali with General Khalid
Shaikh under his spell, was determined to disgrace and
destroy Altaf Gauhar the unscrupulous young "majordomo”
of the last civilian Prime Minister of Pakistan. Ayub was a
close friend of Mir Ghulam Ali Talpur. He was aware of
the Cowasjee scandal. He had seen Altaf Gauhar in East
Pakistan and did not care for him. Aziz Ahmed, the
protector of Altaf Gauhar, had been shunted to Washington.
Mian Anwar Ali played on the prejudices of General
Shaikh and on those of Ayub Khan telling him that Altaf
Gauhar was a dangerous bureaucrat and very close not only
to Feroz Khan Noon but also to Suharwardy. It was decided
to recall him from the London School of Economics and
post him to Dera Ghazi Khan as Deputy \Commissioner
and later to prosecute him under Martial Law regulations
and keep him 1n jail until everyone met in heaven.

Altaf Gauhar had his friends also. His friends
became equally active to save him. His comrade Munir
Hussain shah, who had served with Altaf Gauhar in East
Pakistan and was very close to him, became an effective
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lobbyist on his behalf. Munir Hussain Shah was Deputy
Secretary Cabinet Division. He attended all the Cabinet
meetings and had come to know all the Ministers rather
well. He spoke fluent Bengali with the Bengali Ministers
and that tickled the vanity of the Bengalis. Munir Hussain
Shah was a very intelligent and immoral young officer. He
was working night and day to save Altaf Gauhar, Mr S.M.
Khan was active among the elders and so was Abbas
Khaltbari., the Secretary of Commerce. Abbas Khaltbari
approached his new Commerce Minister, Mr. Zulfikar Ali
Bhutto to save Altaf Gauhar who was a victim of Mian
Anwar Ali's perverse and sadistic propensities. since
Khaltbari was secretary of Commerce, he had daily contact
with his minister. Khaltbari is a very effective and glib
talker. He has a brilliant mind. He told his Minister to take
Altaf Gauhar under his wings in the Ministry of Commerce
as Chief Controller of Imports and Exports and he would
guarantee that Altaf Gauhar would be an asset and a loyal
subordinate. Khaltbar1 told Mr. Zulfikar Ali Bhutoo, the
youngest Minister of the Federal Government in the history
of the subcontinent, that the young officers expected him to
be their representative. Altaf Gauhar was a young officer
and he was being victimized for his youth and ability. Mr
N. M. Khan and Munir Hussain Shah also approached Mr.
Bhutto on behalf of Altaf Gauhar. Soon after many more
people joined in the battle to save Altaf Gauhar. After all,
he had been Deputy commissioner of Karachi and had
made many friends in Karachi. It was therefore easy for
mutual friends and acquaintances to join the bandwagon.
Mr. Bhutoo had become a close friend of General
Khalid shaikh. He discussed the Gauhar case with Khalid
shaikh. At the outset, the Inferior Mininter would not hear
of it, but slowly his resistance weakened and ultimately
broke. In the same way. Mr Bhutto persuaded President
Ayub Khan not to give so much importance to a young
bureaucrat. He was too big and too powerful to stoop to
Mian Anwar Ali's petty and personal prejudices. He told
Ayub Khan he could always throw out Altaf Gauhar later,
if he found reason to do it. This is how Ayub Khan got
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disinterested in the 'kill'. By the time the case came to the
cabinet. It has become a limpid affair. Mr. Bhutto spoke
against the proposal of the DIB and said that it was a case
blown out of context and that Gauhar should be given a fair
opportunity to serve the regime. Ayub Khan said in a light
vein that the trouble was that nobody wanted Altaf Gauhar,
nobody was prepared to take him and give him another
opportunity. The remark was made without conviction only
to make Main Anwer Ali feel less uncomforatble. On that
Mr. Zulfikar Ali Bhutto said that he would take Altaf
Gauhar in his Ministry and give him the opportunity. He
told the cabinet that he was not impressed by all the tell-
tales on Altaf Gauharand that he had the confidence to deal
with him, if he was truly a rogue. He said "I will ride that
horse 1f nobody else is prepared to ride him." He said that
the term of Mr LA Khan as CCI & E (Chief Controller of
Imports and Exports) was expiring and that he would give
the job to Altaf Gauhar. The Deputy Secretary. Cabinet.
Munir Hussian Shah heard the discurssion with
unconcealed joy.

This is how Altaf Gauhar was brought back and
made CCI & E in the Ministry of Commerce. In his first
meeting with his Commerce Minister. Mr. Zulfikar Ali
Bhutto at the Minister's officer in the Sindh High court
Building, fiddling nervously with a copy of the American
Foreign Affairs quarterly magazine. Altaf Gauhar told his
Minster that he had been fully informed how his life had
been saved by his Minister and that from henceforth his life
would be at the disposal of his Minister. whatever the
future held. Mr. Bhutto told Altaf Gauhar that he should be
more thankful to Khaltban and his other friends who had
convinced Mr. Bhutto that Altaf Gauhar did not deserve the
fate planned for him by Mian Anwar Ali. It would be
interesting to learmn or hear form Altaf Gauhar, whether he
has made a note of this meeting in early 1959 in the diary
from which he quotes so extensively and distortedly in his
articles in the Guardian of London to celebrate the sentence
of death on the man who saved his life and for whom he
was prepared to give his life whatever the future held. If
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Mr. Gauhar has forgotten this meeting he can be reminded
by Mr. Rashid Ahmed, the Private Secretary of the
Commerce Minister, who showed the shaken and nervous
Altaf Gauhar into the office of the Minister on that fatefui
afternoon and pulled up a chair on the left of the Minister's
desk for Gauhar to take a seat, because Gauhar was
insisting on standing to pay his respects, whereas the
Minister was determined to make him feel at ease by giving
him a chair. Impatiently. Mr. Bhutto told his Private
Secretary "Rashid, pull up a chair for Mr. Altaf Gauhar."

Since that time Mr. Bhutto did nothing but favours
and more favours for both Altaf Gauhar and his brother
Tajjamul Hussain.

Altaf Gauhar had no scruples. He was a rank
opportunist, a man without the slightest of qualms. He was
suharwardy's man. Feroze Khan Noon's man. He had sworn
eternal loyalty to Zulfikar Ali Bhutto. When he crossed the
hurdles and was safely re-installed in the hierarchy of the
bureaucratic club, he began to widen the base of this
political support, surreptitiously and systematicaily. His
target was to catch the eye of Ayub Khan but he
deliberately adopted a circuitous route. He had leamt his
lesson form the pitfalls of a meteorical rise. He did not
want to burn his fingers again in a hurry. He first mended
his fences with General Khalid Shaikh through Brigadier
F.R Khan. In due course he maneuvered to get himself
transferred to Lahore as Secretary Finance in West Pakistan
in order to be close to the Governor of West Pakistan.
Nawab Kalabagh, regarded to be the man of the moment
and described as the "Iron Duke." Altaf Gauhar got so close
to him that after some time Kalabagh managed to send him
to the federal Government as Secretary for Information to
watch Kalabagh's interest in the federal Capital and to keep
Ayub Khan attached to the "indispensable" Governor of
West Pakistan.

Altaf ‘Gauhar had achieved his purpose. He had
climbed to the roof and as Information Secretary he knew
- that he would have the ear of Ayub Khan. That years later,
Gauhar was also going to let down Kalabagh was inherent
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in the man's character and a part of his ambition to have
virtually exclusive influence over Ayub Khan. In those
machinations Altaf Gauhar moved with caution, but very
capably. At one time he was hostile to the Haroons,
because Ayub KHan felt or was told that Yosuf Haroon
was prejudicing the CIA against Ayub Khan. In the plan to
put Yousuf Haroon in his place, one of the proposals was to
take over Dawn newspaper or Herald Publications and also
to make Yosuf Haroon leave Pakistan within forty-eight
hours. Altaf Gauhar was very much a part of this plan if not
its main author, when the Haroons made their peace with
Ayub Khan and got into his good books. Altaf Gauhar
became a member of the Haroon syndicate, and in
December 1971, the Editor of Dawn. When Yahya Khan
dislodged Ayub Khan in March 1969. Altaf Gauhar made
an electrifying switch in loyalties and took a series of
measures to ingratiate himself with General Yahya Khan.
Unfortunately for Altaf Gauhar, it so happened that General
Yahya Khan had his own Altaf Gauhar in General Pirzada
who frustrated the machinations of Altaf Gauhar and got
him out of the Civil Service. This was not the end of Altaf
Gauhar as had been predicted by a writer Faruki in his
novel "Snakes and Ladders." Altaf Gauhar was knocked
out from the corridors of power but not the Harron
syndicate. Mahmood Haroon was made a Minister in the
Martial Law regime of Yahya Khan just like he has again
been made a Minister in the third Martial Law now headed
by Zia ul Haq. The syndicate remained active and Altaf
Gauhar worked for it from Karachi. One of the more well
known rendezvous of the syndicate was the Sindh Club.
Links were strengthened with Shaikh Mujib-ur-Rehman in
Dacca and with obscurantist politicians of West Pakistan.
Altaf Gauhar was the go-between, the conduit. One of the
principal aims was to stop and if necessary eliminate Mr.
Zulfikar Ali Bhutto. This explains the murderous attack on
him in Sanghar in March 1970.

After the shattering defeat and dismemberment of
Pakistan, when Mr. Zulfikar Ali Bhutto became the
President of Pakistan in his first broadcast or telecast to the
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severed and splintered half of Pakistan. President Bhutto
appealed to all elements, specially the patriotic elements to
cooperate with his Government. In this spirit, as a positive
gesture and sign of his sincerity, he announeced the
withdrawal of the ban on the National Awami Party. Altaf
Gauhar either under directives form the syndicate or for
some other compelling reason, adopted a bellicose attitude.
He made the most vicious attacks in the Dawn. His writings
instigated the people to rise in revolt against the elected
government. It would not have meant very much if his
activities had remained confined to the columns of the
Dawn. The Government did not bother to take notice of his
pen or even his provocative remarks to the then
Information Minister. Mr Abdul Hafeez pirzada in a press
briefing at Karachi. However the Government's attention
was being increasingly drawn to his dangerous subversive
activities involving the intelligence agencies of more than
one foreign power. More for these activities, actually solely
for these activities he was detained under the preventive
detention Laws. After some months, his wife Zubaida met
President Bhutto at his residence at Clifton in Karachi and
begged for unconditional pardon. She did not make attempt
to defend or deny her husband's activities. On the contrary
she tried to furnish an apology for them by saying that his
misbehaviour sprang from his deep frustration. She
promised to control him. On her assurance. President
Bhutto in an interview with a foreign correspondent in
answer to a "planted" question said that he was prepared to
let bye gones be bye gones. These remarks were
deliberately made and reported in the news papers while
the detention petition of Altaf Gauhar was in its concluding
phase in the High Court of Sindh. Altaf Gauhar was
released by the court. His activities were, however watched
and unfortunately he did not desist from his subversive
activities. He only became more circumspect in his contacts
with foreign agents. Action was taken against him again.
On this occasion, the family of Gauhar swore on the Holy
Quran that Altaf Gauhar would turn a new leaf if he was
spared for the last time. There is always a last time for
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immoral and characterless individuals like Altaf Gauhar.
He was again released. Once more Altaf Gauhar, but this
time accompanied by his brother Tajjamul Hussain met Mr.
Bhutto not in Rawalpindi but again in Mr. Bhutto's
residence at 70-Clifton Karachi. Actually they met the
Prime Minister twice at his Clifton residence. It was only
after the second meeting in Karachi following the
subsequent release that Altaf Gauhar met the prime
Minister on two occasions in the Prime Minister's residence
in Rawalpindi and once in his office in Rawalpindi. In he
second Karachi meeting after the subsequent release the
brothers swore solemnly to lay off playing James Bond.
Altaf Gauhar tried to explain that his activities after his first
release were misunderstood by the intelligence agencies of
the Government. He said that he was meeting his friends,
rather his contacts to tell them that he was no longer in the
game. With injured innocence. Tajjamul Hussain said that
he was not involved in any such activities. Prime Minister
Bhutto told the two men that it was no joy for him to keep
ordering their arrest. He reminded them that since 1958, on
his part, he had been exceptionally considerate to both the
brothers. The relations deteriorated because they chose to
forget the past. He told them that he was not only prepared
to clean the slate but to help them provided they desisted
from their mischief against Pakistan which included the
illegal overthrow of the legitimate Government. He told
them sternly and clearly to leave no doubt in their mind that
nobody would be able to rescue them if they sought to
destabilize Pakistan.

When the intelligence agencies reported that Altaf
Gauhar had turned a new leaf by becoming a businessman,
the Prime Minster summoned him to Rawalpindi and after
discussing with him the need for "Roti" plants gave his firm
the exclusive license to put up "Roti" Plants in Karachi,
Lahore and in other big cities of Pakistan. He made his
brother the Ambassador of Pakistan to Malaysia. It is
reported that Altaf Gauhar has made a profit of over five
million rupees from the commissioning and management of
the “Roti” Plants. When a Minister asked his Prime
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Minister why he had been so generous with that shifty and
ungrateful man, the Prime Minster told his friend that there
was altruism in his closing the chapter but it was not all
altruism because if Altaf Gauhar's "Roti" was to stop from
his foreign contacts, he had to be provided with an
alternative source of "Roti" to keep him away from
temptation. One has to be practical about such matters.
Altaf Gauhar became a great admirer of the Prime
Minister. He told mutual friends that he had always been an
admirer but unfortunately there was a tragic interlude, or
what is called theses days a "decent interval." He kept the
Prime Minister informed of his activities. When he went to
London he wrote a letter to the Prime Minister explaining
the purpose of his visit. He wrote in this letter that if there
was the faintest misgiving over his prolonged absence from
Pakistan, he would return at once on the Prime Minister's
command. The Prime Minister marked a Photostat copy of
the letter to Mr. Wagar Ahmed, the establishment and
Cabinet Secretary and minutes on the margin to tell him
that he could stay in London as long as he liked and there
would be no misunderstandings. The misunderstandings, if
any from Prime Minister Bhutto's side were completely
closed in the last meeting in his Clifton residence at
Karachi. It was typical of Altaf Gauhar to keep them alive
and to air them at this particular point of time.
The proposal of bestowing the crown on Ayub
Khan come in the form of an elaborated scheme from one
of his Ambassadors in South East Asia. Mr. Bhutto had
nothing to do with it. He became aware of it when Ayub
Khan showed him the original text and gave him a copy to
study it. Separately, Ayub Khan consulted Nawab
Kalabagh and alos give him a copy of the proposal. After
that Ayub Khan found a two men team of the Governor of
West Pakistan and Mr. Zulfikar Ali Bhutto, the Federal
Minister of Fuel. Power and Natural Resources to study the
imaginative Ambassador's proposal and jointly advice him
on it. Both Nawab Kalabagh and Mr Bhutto rejected the
sycophantic proposal out of hand. They told Ayub Khan
that it would be a disaster to consider it seriously and that
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he should forget it altogether. Mr Bhutto has mentioned this
matter in another context in the Rejoinder he filed to the so-
called first "White-Paper" on the Elections of March 1997
in the Supreme Court on September 26, 1978. When Mr .
Bhutoo told the Ambassador that he should have felt
ashamed to submit such a fantastic proposal, the
Ambassador laughed heartily and cryptically remarked
"Ayub Khan must have loved it in his heart of hearts."

In the same connection it is another canard and a
convenient lie to allege that Mr. Bhutto advised Ayub Khan
to dispense with Provincial Assemblies and to concentrate
all powers 1n his hands at the Centre. Ayub Khan did not
need any coaxing or encouragement to grab the monopoly
of power. He imposed the Martial Law of 1958 and
followed the advice of Mr. Manzoor Kadir, not of Mr.
Zulfika Ali Bhutto to intorduce the test tube system of basic
Democracies to consolidate his dictatorial powers.

When the committee of Ministers was found to draft
the Constitution of 1962, Mr. Zulfikar Ali Bhutto
energetically opposed one unit and argued forcefully in
favour of the restoration of provincial autonomy. In the
Dacca session of the National Assembly in March 1963 Mr.
Zulfikar Ali Bhutto made a stinging speech against one unit
and the chauvinistic coterie's domination of Pakistan. This
speech so alarmed the chauvinistic coterie that a tape of the
speech was sent by a special emissary to Lahore for Ayub
Khan to hear it. In 1954. Mr. Bhutto had written an article
against one unit and in defence of Provincial Autonomy. It
was entitled "Pakistan-A Federal or Unitary State." The
litmus tests lies in the fact that as President of Pakistan. Mr.
Zulfikar Ali Bhutto gave Pakistan a unanimous and
democratic constitution in 1973 based on the principle of
Provincial Autonomy.

The causes of the final separation of East Pakistan
are also essentially to be found in the stubborn refusal of
the chauvinistic coterie to share power with the majority
province of Pakistan. The parity formula was devised and
enforced in 1953 or 1954, much before Mr. Zulfikar Ali
Bhutto actively appeared on the scene of the politics of
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Pakistan. The language problem had arisen much earlier.
The merciless exploitation of the foreign exchange earnings
of East Pakistan through the export of Jute had gone on
unabated from 1947 until dismemberment. The first elected
Bengali Prime Minister Khawaja Nazimuddin, who
commanded a majority in the Constituent-cum-National
Assembly had been illegally and unceremoniously
dismissed by a senile and insane governor-General backed
by the chauvinistic coterie. Another Bengli Leader of All-
India and Prime Minister of Pakistan Mr H.S Suharwardy
had been exiled from Pakistan and he died pathetically in
exile in a small hotel in Brirut. Mujibur Rehman presented
his confederal scheme of six points in January 1966.
Instead of negotiating with him as strongly advised by Mr.
Bhutto, instead of brining him down politically to stick to a
federal partnership at the inception, he was clamed into jail
and the Agartala Conspiracy case started against him. By
the time he had acquired a sweeping mandate in favour of
the cofederal six points in December 1970, it was all over,
it was too late. Even so. General Yahya Khan put all
hurdles for the majority party leaders of East Pakistan and
West Pakistan. Shaikh Mujibur Rehman and Mr zulfikar
Ali Bhutto respectively to negotiate. The chauvinistice
coterie and the chauvinistic coterie alone are responsible
for the dismemberment of Pakistan because its appetite for
domination is insatiable and its greed for exploitation is
unquenchable. Who is pursuing the identical policies to set
the stage for the second dismemberment of Pakistan? It
would be interesting for Altaf Gauhar to open his diary on
this subject. He must have found another escape goat or he
is talented enough to blame Mr. Bhutto for this one as well.
why not? It is the hallmark of the intellectually dishonest
Altaf Gauhar.

A great deal has been written on the Indo-Pakistan
war of 1965. Some of it has been published but most of it
has been suppressed byAyub Khan. His successor Yahya
Khan, who was made to play a questionable role in the
Chamb Sector on the orders of Ayub Khan, destroyed the
incrimination evidence on the advance to Akhnoor. General
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Akhtar Malik was the field commander of this vital sector
and he was well on his way to capturing Akhnoor, the
strategic town in Jammu which would have bottled up a
division or more of India in Kashmir. As he was about to
launch the decisive thrust General Akhtar Malik was
suddenly transferred and the command was handed over to
General Yahya Khan who did not move any further. Akhtar
Malik was transferred to CENTO head quarters in Ankara
where he died in a mysterious automobile accident a few
years later. this is only one of the mysteries and mistakes of
the 1965 war. There are so many others. The one relating to
the withdrawal or non enforcement of the Chinses
ultimatium is more important.

The fiasco of the Khan Kharan offensive is an
unprintable tragedy. The bifurcation of the famous
Armoured Division and its deployment in Khan Kharan and
Chamb combined with the unpardonable logistic blunders
is yet another. The confusion in the decisive command of
the Khan Kharan sector between General Naseer, an
infantry General put in charge of the Armoured Division
and General Hamid is an error without explanation in
military terms but not in other terms. General Naseer was a
favourite of General Musa, the Commander-in-Chief. Let it
be said that he was the Chief's favourite not for sectarian
reasons but because he had attended to General Musa's
properties very efficiently when he was posted in the South.
The lack of infantry support to the Armoured Corps to
advance deep into the Punjab of India and the causes of that
deficiency need to be told one day. Why the Armoured
Corps was split to send an Armoured brigade to Chamb and
how it could not be used either in the Chamb or in Khan
Kharan will require an explanation beyond the genius of
Altaf Gauhar. The utter chaos is the G.H.Q in Rawalpindi
was reminiscent of a fish market. The abysmal failure of
military intelligence was Shocking. It has partly been
mentioned in Mr Zulfikar Ali Bhuto's Rejoinder in the
Supreme Court of september 26,1978 but again in a
different context.
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The war simply could not remain confined or
localized to Kashmir, when in place of guerillas, over seven
thousand commandoes were sent into Kahsmir. These
commandoes were spotted at once as they were no fish in
water like guerillas. It was asking for the moon to expect
the war to remain localized to Kahsmir when the Chamb
operation was launched from Awan Shariff across the
Indian Territory. Nobody told the Military High Command
to keep the Lahore Garrison locked up in Lahore
Cantonment and not to move the forces towards the border.

Inshort, all the catastrophic blunders within the
realm of imagination and beyond were committed by
Pakistan's Military leadership. Had it not been for the
heroism of younger officers and the jawans, heaven alone
knows what would have happened. The young ones and
their men saved the day. But with all the unforgivable
mistakes, when the Pakistani forces were back in a position
to launch a counter-offensive, the Field Marshal succumbed
to the external pressure for cease fire. Who would not weep
in such morbidly tragic conspiracy of events?

Mr. Zulfikar Ali Bhutto did weep when he saw the
fruits of victory plucked from the hands of Pakistan. He
wept for Pakistan. It is a travesty of the truth to maliciously
write after majority Judgment of the Supreme Court that
Mr. Bhutto wept because he believed that his political
career was finished. Only a sadist would give such a
diabolical twist to the patriotic upsurge of Mr. Bhutto's
sentiments at that critical moment. Maximum mudslinging
was done in the propaganda let loose by Altaf Gauhar
against Mr. Bhutto from April 1966 to March 1969 on
behalf of the Ayub regime. All manner of wild and rotten
charges came out of the box of Altaf Gauhar and the other
minions of Ayub Khan but this fantastic one Altaf Gauhar
kept up his sleeve for fourteen years for reasons known
only to him.

A secret must be kept secret. This is unimpeachable.
What is not impeachable is that when something becomes
common knowledge the world over, it is absurd to pretend
that it is still a secret. For reasons which are understandable
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to an insider, the military establishment of Pakistan has a
penchant for secrecy. It becomes comical when the military
hierarchy tries to stick to a secret which is revealed in a
number of foreign military Journals and books, which
institutions like the Institute of Strategic Studies of Britain
quote chapter and verse, and yet the military establishment
of Pakistan maintains the secrecy of the same information.
It is also allergic to inquiries and investigation into its
debacles. When it cannot resist, investigations like the
Hamood ur Rehman Commission, it moves heaven and
earth to prevent the publication of the reports of such
commissions. There was an Ibrar Hussain Report of the
1965 war, but it remains safely hidden in the vaults of the
G.H.Q or Ministry of Defence. It obviously means a lot
needs to be hidden. If blunders are not brought out in good
faith and in the public interest, it leads to more blunders
and to a dreadful complacency.

There never had been a genuine accountability in
the military domain. The endeavour is confined to the 1965
war insofar as it has relevance to the article of Altaf
Gauhar. But the follies of the 1971war for exceeded those
of the war of 1965. Mr Bhutto was not in the regime of
Yahya Kha. Why was the military effort of 1971 messed up
more disastrously than that of 19657 The answer is very
simple and straight forward. Excuses can be made galore
when there is nobody to question them. The truth is that the
mistakes of 1971 exceeded those of 1965. The more the
Armed Forces of Pakistan get involved in politics the
mistakes and misfortunes on the field of battle rise
geometrically. This is an axiomatic proposition. War is a
full time responsibility and preparation for it is a full time
profession. The country gets divided once that
responsibility and assignment is divided as the history of
Pakistan has graphically shown.

The most sensitive and confidential state documents
are being circulated in the market in the form of four copies
of "White Papers" to malign Mr. Zulfikar Ali Bhutto and
his Government which was overturned by a coup d'etat in
July 1977. But the military failures and unforgivable errors
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of the 1965 war and the 1971 war are top secret, although
the bottom drawer of every foreign government worth the
name has all the information. Most of the information has
come out in foreign journals periodicals and books.

It can be picked up form the unclassified library
Shelf of the more famous foreign military institutes. The
story of the Indo-Pakistan war of 1965 is a very old story.
There have been many more important wars after it
including the one between India and Pakistan in 1971.
There have been two Arab Israeli wars, one in 1967 and the
other in 1973. There have been the Vietnam War, the
famous war of our times the Ethiopian and Somalia war,
the war again in Cambodia and another war in Vietnam.
Volumes have been written on all these wars, but the two
Indo-Pakistan wars of 1965 and 1971 are still top secrets in
Pakistan and for Pakistanis. Something is rotten in the state
of Denmark. These are unacceptable and impressible
blunders of the sense of guilt.

With the state of confrontation of India and Pakistan
and with the historical background of partition and the
Kahsmir dispute, not foregetting the war of 1948 and the
Ran of Kutch border war in 1965 itself, it is difficult to
understand Altaf Gauhar when he says that the preparation
for the Indo-Pakistan war of September 1965 was
inadequate or incomplete. Let us not take shelter behind the
general position that nations must always be prepared for
war and especially antagonists like India and Pakistan. Let
us not answer this calumny by saying that the Ran of Kutch
had been sufficient warning and that the armies of both
countries were already in battle positions. The commandoes
were launched in Kahsmir in August 1965. Three weeks
passed before India attacked the Lahore front on September
3, 1965. In the meantime, the Prime Minister of India Lal
Bahadur Shastri and other leaders of India had categorically
stated that India would retaliate by crossing the
international boundary. Still, Altaf Gauhar balmes Mr.
Bhutto, the Foreign Minister for the lack of preparation by
the military leadership of Pakistan for a war with India? Let
us not invoke the military intelligence in defence. Let us
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not rely on common sense. Let us ask the question, what if
India had taken Pakistan by surprise and deception and
launched an armed attack without provocation or ostensible
cause. Would the Pakistan Military leaders be responsible
or a Minister in the government of a Field Marshal who
was considered to be the dictator of Pakistan?

The amusing part of coterie's propaganda against
Mr. Zulfikar Ali Bhutto is that when it comes to taking
credit even in the field of Foreign Policy, it is always said
that Mr. Bhutto was only a Minister who executed the
policies of the great Ayub Khan. Moreover when it comes
to placing the blame, Mr Bhutto becomes the real power
who started wars and took decisions on Kashmir in
Moscow without bothering to consult Ayub Khan.
Furthermore Ayub Khan was so helpless that he was led by
the nose by Mr Bhutto into the war with India in 1965 and
to Tashkent in 1966. Mr Bhutto is a leader of the people, he
will not shun responsibility for his actions. He will not pass
on the blame to others if he is at fault. Altaf Gauhar calls
the Indo-Pakistan war of 1965 "Bhutto's war". If it is
"Bhutto's war" we would say fair enough but we would also
expect that Mr Bhutto be given the credit for it during the
Defence Day celebrated with such aplomb on every third
day of September, since the conclusion of the 1965 war.
What we find on such days is that Mr. Bhutto is not even
mentioned in passing or by accident by the official
projections, celebrating whatever i1s celebrated on those
occasion. It i1s not possible to have it both ways.

Altaf Gauhar states that after the Indo-Pakistan war
of 1965 and some week before the Tashkent Conference.
Mr Zulfikar Ali Bhutto was invited to Moscow where. Mr
Bhutto agreed to a Conference at Tashkent without
consulting Ayub Khan and without obtaining his approval.
He further states that Ayub Khan himself had serious
reservations on involving Moscow in the disputes between
India and Pakistan preferring the Western powers to handle
them, but that he went along with Mr Bhutto's point of
view. Ayub Khan was not all that helpless. In December
1965 Ayub Khan visited Washington to hold consultations
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with President Johnson. Mr Bhutto and Altaf Gauhar
accompanied him. At the White House Ayub Khan
repeatedly requested the official American team that came
to call on him to keep the problem in American hands and
not to pass it on to the Russians.

In sheer exasperation. Mr George Ball the under
Secretary of State, in the State Department silenced Ayub
Khan by telling him sarcastically that America does not
want the Noble Peace prize for solving Indo-Pakistan
disputes. In the official talks at the White House. President
Johnson was equally firm. At the state banquet in honour of
Ayub Khan and his delegation by President Johnson at the
White House there was a pre-banquet discussion on the
first floor of the White House. The top advisers of the two
Presidents attended this meeting which lasted for half an
hour. Towards the end of the discussions when President
Ayub Khan mustered the courage to meekly ask President
Johnson if the United States would help Pakistan on
Kahsmir, President Johnson responded saying that he
wanted to go to the toilet. On that he immediately got up
and went to the lavatory. When he returned he simply said
that it was time to go down to join the other guests. It was
an astonishing insult and only Ayub Khan or someone like
him could swallow it with such nonchalance.

A few months earlier but after the 1965 war the
American Secretary of State. Mr Dean Rusk had invited Mr
Zulfikar Ali Bhutto the Foreign Minister of Pakistan to the
State Deparment for discussions. Perhaps it was in October
1965 when Mr Bhutto was in New York in connection with
the Security Council meeting. Mr Rusk had his officials
present and Mr Bhutto was accompanied by Mr. G. Ahmed
the Ambassador of Pakistan to the United States. During
the meeting the American Secretary of State informed the
Foreign Minister of Pakistan that Mr. Andrea Gromyko, the
Foreign Minister of the Soviet Union had asked Mr. Rusk if
the United States would mind efforts of the Soviet Union to
improve Indo-Pakistan relations. Mr Rusk added that he
told Mr Gromyko that the United States would welcome it,
because for the last sixteen years one dog was biting one
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leg of the Americans and the other dog was biting the other
leg of the Americans. The American officials giggled at
these remarks of their Secretary of State.

Calmly Mr Bhutto said. " Mr Secretary, this time
we will go much higher than the legs." Mr Rusk was
speechless. Also before Mr Bhutto went to Moscow. Ayub
Khan and Mr Bhutto had gone on a secret visit to Peking to
discuss the Soviet proposal for a meeting at Tashkent and
other connected matters. premier Chou-en-Lai told Ayub
Khan that he could go to one Tashkent to a number of
Tashkents. The important thing was not to capitulate.

Indeed, that was the important thing. Mr Bhutto
went to Moscow armed with the knowledge of the views of
Washington and Peking on the Soviet initiative. He had the
prior concurrence of Ayub Khan to the positive response
from Pakistan. Despite the concurrence as was the practice
of Mr Bhutto he kept the President and his foreign office
fully posted from Moscow. It is true that Mr Zulfikar Ali
Bhutto supported the Tashkent initiative. There had to be a
post-war conference to clear the debris of the war. This is
so in the aftermath of all wars. What Mr Bhutto did not
expect was the sudden collapse and capitulation of Ayub
Khan at Tashkent. Mr Bhutto resisted this collapse at every
stage and every time. On their return form Tashkent in
sheer disgust. Mr Bhtto left for Larkana. Ayub Khan made
the pilgrimage to Larkana to prevail upon Mr Bhutto to
stand by him in the worst crisis of his life.

Coming to Mr Zulfikar Ali Bhutto's departure from
the Government of Ayub Khan suffice it to say that Altaf
Gauhar has as usual not been faithful to the truth. It is a
long story but a Minister who is complimented in a official
communiqués and is reported to be going to Europe on
short leave for medical treatment is hardly the method of
dismissing a Minister. Banquets were given in his honour.
Altaf Gauhar was the host of one of the more lavish ones at
Flashman's Hote. One wonders whether Altaf Gauhar
remembers the tributes he paid to Mr Zulfikar Ali Bhutto in
the speech he delivered on the occasion. But surely Altaf
Gauhar could not have forgotten his journey to the railway
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siding at Rawalpindi in the dead of the night to wish Mr
Bhutto a happy journey in the saloon.

Altaf Gauhar should turn the page of his diary to
that warm night in June 1966 and re-read what pledges he
made to Mr zulfikar Ali Bhutto. In saying this we assume
that Altaf Gauhar is true to himself and that unlike his
business friends who keep two account books, this man
keeps one diary.

Whether the Indo Pakistan war of 1965 was
"Bhutto's War" fought for the Jagir of Bhutto or whether it
was Pakistan's war fought for the honour of Pakistan and
Kashmir's right of self-determination has been cloquently
answered by time. Those in the know of things know very
well that ever since the change in the policy of the United
States after the Sino-Indian boundary conflict of 1962, ever
since Nasser and Birogrove Conferences, the massive
armament of India by the soviet Union and the huge
diversion of India's own resources towards defences, it was
only a matter of time for the balance of power to swing in
India's favour. It was a foregone conclusion that the
superiority of Pakistan especially in armour and in the air
would not last beyond 1966, the scales would keep tilting
in the direction of India and that a day would come when
India would talk in the way Vajpai is talking today, if
Pakistan did not take advantage in time of her dwindling
military ratio. As it is Pakistan had missed the chance of
her life in 1962 when India withdrew the bulk of her forces
from Kahsmir facing Pakistan. Such chances do not come
to Nations everyday. Pakistan had to decide whatever to
redeem her pledge to the people of Jammu and Kashmir
and complete the incomplete Pakistan, while the balance of
military power was in her favour or whether to reconcile
herself with a subsidiary position. There had been a surfeit
of bold talk. The hour of brave action had struck and it
would pass if a brave decision was not taken.

This is how the brave decision was taken in 1965.
There was nothing wrong with the decision. There was
everything wrong with the way it was implemented. But
with all the errors, the tide would have turned decisively in
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Pakistan's favour if the ceasefire had not been agreed to on
the eye of the counter offensive. It was anticipated by the
foreign military experts that Pakistan would go through
India's defence like a knife through butter. The foreign
journalists posted in New Delhi had sent their families to
Bangkok. Although bridges collapsed and Generals
quarreled and Murra was at his wits end the Armour of
Pakistan went three times within the shadow of Amritsar
and returned on each occasion due to lack of infantry
support. For over a year. Mr. Muhammed shoaib the
Finance Minister flatly refused to sanction a few million for
one more infantry division that was being desperately
sought. With that division, the Army of Pakistan would
have been sitting in Delhi and Srinagar. No wonder Mr
Zulfikar Ali Bhutto wept for Pakistan and not for his
political career when his Master plan was sabotaged by the
Shoaibs and the Gauhars. "Bhutto's War” was “Pakistan's
War" because Bhutto and Pakistan are synonymous.
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