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Abstract

The town of Seeraj (Sheraz) is located along the central-western fringes of the Rohri Hills in Khairpur district of northern
Sindh. The site is almost unknown fo archaeologists, and has never been mentioned in the literature that deals with the
monumental sites of Sindh of the Buddhist period. During a series of preliminary surveys carried out in the area, potsherds
and archaeobotanical remains were collected for scientific analyses. The radiocarbon date obtained from a charcoal sample
indicates that Seeraj was destroyed during the first half of the Eighth century AD when the Arabs conquered Upper Sindh.
The scientific analysis of a number of specific ceramic potsherds and bangles has provided us with the first information
on the technology employed in pottery manufacture. The anthracological identifications indicate that most of the material

analysed comes from structures that can be attributed to private and public constructions.

1. Preface (P’B.)

The Buddhist town of Seeraj' (or Sheraz) is
located along the central-western fringes of the
limestone terraces of the Rohri Hills in the Khairpur
District. More precisely it lies on two flat hilltops (A
and B) some 120 m high, separated by a saddle, some
1,750 m northeast of the Tomb of Uban Shah (Fig. 1).
To the east and to the west of the town, two small
seasonal streams flow in southeast-northwest
direction. The geographic coordinates of the site (Hill
A) are: 27°21'55” Lat. N. and 68°47°00” Long. E.

A. Jarr1 (1980) was the first to report the
existence of the town in his M. A. Thesis?. This author
gave a first description of the area, and drew a plan
of the site (Fig. 2), which he interpreted as “a perfectly
planned small township with the clear distinction of living
quarters and other amenities” (Jarri, 1980: 3). He also
described some buildings, and pointed out the
presence of “traces of construction on three corners of the
rock, which resemble to security posts” and that of “a
smaller complex of rooms with thick walls of burned
bricks” along the western end of the terrace, while the
“central area of the hill accommodates a flat construction

identical to a speakers stage or salute platform” (JAFRI,
1980: 4).

Further details of the city stone foundations
were later provided by G.M. SHAR (1995: 37), who
reported the occurrence of “visible remains of a
massive stone wall” “on a hill top, immediately to the East
of Seeraj-ji Takri”, which might represent an ancient
fortification, on Hill B. “On Hill A, remains of domestic
architecture consisting of lime-plastered walls built of
burnt and plain mud bricks ...... A heap of burnt bricks
was also noticed, of which some were carved in the same
fashion as those known from Sindhi Buddhist stupas”
(SHAR, 1995: 112).

G. Verardi, who paid a visit to the site in 1987,
observed that it was composed of “an inhabited area
and a sacred area” and that this latter included “a
stupa...almost completely deprived of its outer casing of
carved baked bricks” (VERARDI, 1987: 50), a few of which
were later mentioned also by FM. BUKHARI (1998-99:
27).

Apart that from these, the town of Seeraj
has never been cited by any of the authors who
have addressed their interests to the Buddhist
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! The site is mentioned by G.M. SHAR (1995) with the name of Seeraj-ji Takri (Seeraj Hill). The name Seeraj means oil lamp both
in Sindhi and in Hindi. A similar name is also reported by BLANFORD (1880: 108), when he describes the presence of “two limestone
hills called Maleki Khdanwdri and Sherawdiri Tekri” near the village of Mithunjo along the central western margin of the Rohri Hills.
2 This author mistakenly links the name of Seeraj to that of Seorai (LAMBRICK, 1973: 141), a fortress whose ruins were still visible
in the mid Eighteenth Century in a mound near Sabzal Kot (RAVERTY, 1979: 342)
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Fig. 1 - Seeraj: location of the Buddhist town northeast of the Tomb of Uban Shah (elevation in metres), with the
indication of the two Hills A and B. Other in situ archaeological remains are in black. The dotted area (E) indicates

the northern slope of Hill A, where habitation structures were observed through aerial photograph interpretation
(drawn by P. Biagi).

Fig. 2 - Seeraj: plan of Hill A with the location of the points from which were collected samples for macrobotanical
identification (1 to 4) and charcoals for radiocarbon dating (14C) (redrawn by P. Biagi from JAFRI, 1980).
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