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PREFACE TO VOL II.

WHEN the first volume of this book was published, I had little expectation that the
second would be so long in course of completion, as the result has shown it to have
been. In truth, I had not measured aright the extent of the work before me. But when I
came to take account of the wealth of my materials, and to reflect upon the means of

converting them into history, I saw clearly that the task I had undertaken was a more
arduous and perplexing one than I had originally supposed.

It is not difficult to make the reader understand my perplexities; and I hope that,
understanding, he will sympathize with them. The events to be narrated covered a large
area of space, but were compressed within a small period of time. Chronologically they
moved along parallel lines, but locally they were divergent and distracting. The
question was how it was best to deal historically with all these synchronous incidents.

To have written according to date, with some approach to fidelity of detail, a number of
separate narratives, each illustrative of a particular day, or of a particular week, would
have been easy to the writer, and would in some sort have represented the character of
the crisis, one of the most distinguishing features of which was derived from the
confusion and distraction engendered by the multiplicity of simultaneous outbursts in
different parts of the country. This mode of treatment, how-ever, though it might
accurately reflect the situation, was not likely to gratify the reader. The multiplicity of

personal and local names rapidly succeeding each other would have bewildered him,
and no distinct impression would have been left upon his mind. But though the nature
of the subject utterly forbade all thought of unity of place and unity of action, with
reference to the scope of the entire work, there was a certain unification of the several
parts which was practicable, and which suggested what might be called an episodical
treatment of the subject, with such connecting links, or such a general framework or
setting, as historical truth might permit. And, in fact, different parts of the country were
so cut off from each other when mutiny and rebellion were at their height, that each

series of operations for the suppression of local revolt had a separate and distinct
character. Certainly, in the earlier stages of the War, there was no general design—little
co-operation or cohesion. Every man did what was best in his eyes to meet with vigor
and sagacity an unexpected crisis. The cutting of our telegraph-wires and the
interruption of our posts were among the first hostile efforts of the insurgents in all
parts of the country. Joint action and a large scale was thus rendered impossible, and at
the commencement of the War it would scarcely have Jew desirable. For our people had

to deal promptly with urgent symptoms, and references and consultations would have
been fatal to success.



Thus circumstanced with respect to the component parts of this History, I could not
easily determine to what particular events it would be best to give priority of narration.
One thing soon became unpleasantly apparent to me. I had made a mistake in
forecasting the plan of the entire work, in an "Advertisement" prefixed to the First

Volume: It was impossible to write adequately, in this installment of my book, of all the
operations which I had originally intended to record. With materials of such great
interest before me, it would have been unwise to starve the narrative; so I thought it
best to make confession of error, and to expunge my too-hasty promises from
subsequent editions of the work. In pursuance of this revised scheme, I was compelled
to put aside much that I had written for this Second Volume, and though this has
necessarily retarded its publication, it has placed me so much in advance with the work
to be accomplished, that I hope to be able to produce the next volume after a much

shorter interval of time.

The selection made for this volume from the chapters which I had written may not
perhaps be the best, but it is at least sufficiently intelligible. After describing the earlier
incidents of the mutiny, as at Meerut and Delhi, at Benares and Allahabad, and at
different stations in the Punjab, I have narrated, up to a certain point, those two great
series of operations—the one expedition starting from Bengal with troops drawn from

the Littoral, the other from the North-Western Frontier, with forces derived from the
Hill Stations and the Punjab —which were consummated in the capture of Delhi and
the first relief of Lucknow In the one I have traced the movements of Neill and
Havelock, under the direction of Lord Canning, and in the other of Anson, Barnard,
Wilson, and Nicholson, with the aid and inspiration of Sir John Lawrence. It is by thus
following the fortunes of individuals that we may best arrive at a just conception of the
general action of the whole. For it was by the energies of individual men, acting mostly
on their own responsibility, that little by little rebellion was trodden down, and the

supremacy of the English firmly re-established. It will be seen that I have adhered very
closely to pure narrative. The volume, indeed, is a volume of fact, not of controversy
and speculation; and as it relates to the earlier scenes of the great struggle for Empire, it
is mostly an account of military revolt and its suppression.

Dealing with the large mass of facts, which are reproduced in the chapters now
published, and in those which, though written, I have been compelled to reserve for

future publication, I have consulted and collated vast piles of contemporary
correspondence, and entered largely into communication, by personal intercourse or by
letter, with men who have been individually connected with the events described. For
every page published in this volume some ten pages have been written and compiled in
aid of the narrative; and if I have failed in the one great object of my ambition, to tell the
truth, without exaggeration on the one hand or reservation on the other, it has not been
for want of earnest and laborious inquiry or of conscientious endeavor to turn my
opportunities to the best account, and to lay before the public an honest exposition of

the historical facts as they have been unfolded before me.



Still it is probable that the accuracy of some of the details in this volume, especially
those of personal incident, may be questioned, perhaps contradicted, notwithstanding, I
was about to say, all the care that I have taken to investigate them, but I believe that I

should rather say "by reason of that very care." Such questionings or contradictions
should not be too readily accepted; for, although the authority of the questioner may be
good, there may be still better authority on the other side. I have often had to choose
between very conflicting statements; and I have sometimes found my informants to be
wrong, though apparently with the best opportunities of being right, and have been
compelled to reject, as convincing proof, even the overwhelming assertion, "But, I was
there." Men who are personally engaged in stirring events are often too much occupied
to know what is going on beyond the little spot of ground which holds them at the time,

and often from this restricted stand-point they see through a glass darkly. It is hard to
disbelieve a man of honor when he tells you what he himself did; but every writer, long
engaged in historical inquiry, has had before him instances in which men, after even a
brief lapse of time, have confounded in their minds the thought of doing, or the intent
to do, a certain thing, with the fact of having actually done it. Indeed, in the commonest
affairs of daily life, we often find the intent mistaken for the act in the retrospect.

The case of Captain Rosser's alleged offer to take a Squadron of Dragoons and a Troop
of Horse Artillery to Delhi on the night of the 10th of May (illustrated in the Appendix)
may be regarded as an instance of this confusion. I could cite other instances. One will
suffice: — A military officer of high rank, of stainless honor, with a great historical
reputation, invited me some years ago to meet him, for the express purpose of making
to me a most important statement, with reference to one of the most interesting
episodes of the Sepoy War. The statement was a very striking one; and I was referred, in
confirmation of it, to another officer, who has since become illustrious in our national

history. Immediately on leaving my informant, I wrote down as nearly as possible his
very words. It was not until after his death that I was able orally to consult the friend to
whom he had referred me, as being personally cognizant of the alleged fact—the only
witness, indeed, of the scene described. The answer was that he had heard the story
before, but that nothing of the kind had ever happened. The asserted incident was one,
as I ventured to tell the man who had described it to me at the time, that did not cast
additional lustre on his reputation; and it would have been obvious, even if he had

rejoiced in a less unblemished reputation, that it was not for self-glorification, but in
obedience to an irrepressible desire to declare the truth, that he told me what
afterwards appeared to be not an accomplished fact, but an intention unfulfilled.
Experiences of this kind render the historical inquirer very skeptical even of
information supposed to be on "the best possible authority." Truly, it is very



disheartening to find that the nearer one approaches the fountain-head of truth, the
further off we may find ourselves from it.1

But, notwithstanding such discouraging instances of the difficulty of extracting the

truth, even from the testimony of truthful men, who have been actors in the scenes to be
described, I cannot but admit the general value of such testimony to the writer of
contemporary history. And, indeed, there need be some advantages in writing of events
still fresh in the memory of men to compensate for its manifest disadvantages. These
disadvantages, however, ought always to be felt by the writer rather than by the,
reader. It has been often said to me, in reply to my inquiries, "Yes, it is perfectly true.
But these men are still living, and the truth cannot be told." To this my answer has been:
"To the Historian all men are dead." If a writer of contemporary history is not prepared

to treat the living and the dead alike—to speak as freely and as truthfully of the former
as of the latter, with no more reservation in the one case than in the other—he has
altogether mistaken his vocation, and should look for a subject in prehistoric times.
There are some actors in the scenes here described of whom I do not know whether
they be living or whether they be dead. Some have passed away from the sphere of
worldly exploits whilst this volume has been slowly taking shape beneath my pen. But
if this has in any way influenced the character of my writing, it has only been by

imparting increased tenderness to my judgment of men, who can no longer defend
themselves or explain their conduct to the world. Even this offence, if it be one against
historical truth, I am not conscious of having actually committed.

I have but a few more words to say, but because I say them last it must not be thought
that I feel them least. I am painfully sensible that in this narrative Flume failed to do
justice to the courage and constancy of many brave men, whose good deeds deserved
special illustration in this narrative, and would have received it, but for the, exigencies

of time and space, which have forbidden an ampler record. This, perhaps, may be more
apparent in other volumes than in this. But, whatever may be the omissions in this
respect, I do not think that they will be attributed to any want of appreciation of the
gallantry and fortitude of my countrymen in doing and in suffering. No one could
rejoice more in the privilege of illustrating their heroic deeds than the author of these
volumes. It is one of the best compensations of historical labor to be suffered to write of
exploits reflecting so much honor upon the character of the nation.

J. W. K.
Penge -- Midsummer, 1870.

1
It may be mentioned here (though not directly in confirmation of the above) as a curious illustration of the

difficulty of discerning between truth and error, that the only statement seriously impugned in a former work of
history by the author of this book, was the only one which he had made as the result of his own personal
knowledge—the only fact which he had witnessed with his own eyes.
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PREFACE TO VOL II.

WHEN the first volume of this book was published, I had little expectation that the
second would be so long in course of completion, as the result has shown it to have
been. In truth, I had not measured aright the extent of the work before me. But when I
came to take account of the wealth of my materials, and to reflect upon the means of

converting them into history, I saw clearly that the task I had undertaken was a more
arduous and perplexing one than I had originally supposed.

It is not difficult to make the reader understand my perplexities; and I hope that,
understanding, he will sympathize with them. The events to be narrated covered a large
area of space, but were compressed within a small period of time. Chronologically they
moved along parallel lines, but locally they were divergent and distracting. The
question was how it was best to deal historically with all these synchronous incidents.

To have written according to date, with some approach to fidelity of detail, a number of
separate narratives, each illustrative of a particular day, or of a particular week, would
have been easy to the writer, and would in some sort have represented the character of
the crisis, one of the most distinguishing features of which was derived from the
confusion and distraction engendered by the multiplicity of simultaneous outbursts in
different parts of the country. This mode of treatment, how-ever, though it might
accurately reflect the situation, was not likely to gratify the reader. The multiplicity of

personal and local names rapidly succeeding each other would have bewildered him,
and no distinct impression would have been left upon his mind. But though the nature
of the subject utterly forbade all thought of unity of place and unity of action, with
reference to the scope of the entire work, there was a certain unification of the several
parts which was practicable, and which suggested what might be called an episodical
treatment of the subject, with such connecting links, or such a general framework or
setting, as historical truth might permit. And, in fact, different parts of the country were
so cut off from each other when mutiny and rebellion were at their height, that each

series of operations for the suppression of local revolt had a separate and distinct
character. Certainly, in the earlier stages of the War, there was no general design—little
co-operation or cohesion. Every man did what was best in his eyes to meet with vigor
and sagacity an unexpected crisis. The cutting of our telegraph-wires and the
interruption of our posts were among the first hostile efforts of the insurgents in all
parts of the country. Joint action and a large scale was thus rendered impossible, and at
the commencement of the War it would scarcely have Jew desirable. For our people had

to deal promptly with urgent symptoms, and references and consultations would have
been fatal to success.



Thus circumstanced with respect to the component parts of this History, I could not
easily determine to what particular events it would be best to give priority of narration.
One thing soon became unpleasantly apparent to me. I had made a mistake in
forecasting the plan of the entire work, in an "Advertisement" prefixed to the First

Volume: It was impossible to write adequately, in this installment of my book, of all the
operations which I had originally intended to record. With materials of such great
interest before me, it would have been unwise to starve the narrative; so I thought it
best to make confession of error, and to expunge my too-hasty promises from
subsequent editions of the work. In pursuance of this revised scheme, I was compelled
to put aside much that I had written for this Second Volume, and though this has
necessarily retarded its publication, it has placed me so much in advance with the work
to be accomplished, that I hope to be able to produce the next volume after a much

shorter interval of time.

The selection made for this volume from the chapters which I had written may not
perhaps be the best, but it is at least sufficiently intelligible. After describing the earlier
incidents of the mutiny, as at Meerut and Delhi, at Benares and Allahabad, and at
different stations in the Punjab, I have narrated, up to a certain point, those two great
series of operations—the one expedition starting from Bengal with troops drawn from

the Littoral, the other from the North-Western Frontier, with forces derived from the
Hill Stations and the Punjab —which were consummated in the capture of Delhi and
the first relief of Lucknow In the one I have traced the movements of Neill and
Havelock, under the direction of Lord Canning, and in the other of Anson, Barnard,
Wilson, and Nicholson, with the aid and inspiration of Sir John Lawrence. It is by thus
following the fortunes of individuals that we may best arrive at a just conception of the
general action of the whole. For it was by the energies of individual men, acting mostly
on their own responsibility, that little by little rebellion was trodden down, and the

supremacy of the English firmly re-established. It will be seen that I have adhered very
closely to pure narrative. The volume, indeed, is a volume of fact, not of controversy
and speculation; and as it relates to the earlier scenes of the great struggle for Empire, it
is mostly an account of military revolt and its suppression.

Dealing with the large mass of facts, which are reproduced in the chapters now
published, and in those which, though written, I have been compelled to reserve for

future publication, I have consulted and collated vast piles of contemporary
correspondence, and entered largely into communication, by personal intercourse or by
letter, with men who have been individually connected with the events described. For
every page published in this volume some ten pages have been written and compiled in
aid of the narrative; and if I have failed in the one great object of my ambition, to tell the
truth, without exaggeration on the one hand or reservation on the other, it has not been
for want of earnest and laborious inquiry or of conscientious endeavor to turn my
opportunities to the best account, and to lay before the public an honest exposition of

the historical facts as they have been unfolded before me.



Still it is probable that the accuracy of some of the details in this volume, especially
those of personal incident, may be questioned, perhaps contradicted, notwithstanding, I
was about to say, all the care that I have taken to investigate them, but I believe that I

should rather say "by reason of that very care." Such questionings or contradictions
should not be too readily accepted; for, although the authority of the questioner may be
good, there may be still better authority on the other side. I have often had to choose
between very conflicting statements; and I have sometimes found my informants to be
wrong, though apparently with the best opportunities of being right, and have been
compelled to reject, as convincing proof, even the overwhelming assertion, "But, I was
there." Men who are personally engaged in stirring events are often too much occupied
to know what is going on beyond the little spot of ground which holds them at the time,

and often from this restricted stand-point they see through a glass darkly. It is hard to
disbelieve a man of honor when he tells you what he himself did; but every writer, long
engaged in historical inquiry, has had before him instances in which men, after even a
brief lapse of time, have confounded in their minds the thought of doing, or the intent
to do, a certain thing, with the fact of having actually done it. Indeed, in the commonest
affairs of daily life, we often find the intent mistaken for the act in the retrospect.

The case of Captain Rosser's alleged offer to take a Squadron of Dragoons and a Troop
of Horse Artillery to Delhi on the night of the 10th of May (illustrated in the Appendix)
may be regarded as an instance of this confusion. I could cite other instances. One will
suffice: — A military officer of high rank, of stainless honor, with a great historical
reputation, invited me some years ago to meet him, for the express purpose of making
to me a most important statement, with reference to one of the most interesting
episodes of the Sepoy War. The statement was a very striking one; and I was referred, in
confirmation of it, to another officer, who has since become illustrious in our national

history. Immediately on leaving my informant, I wrote down as nearly as possible his
very words. It was not until after his death that I was able orally to consult the friend to
whom he had referred me, as being personally cognizant of the alleged fact—the only
witness, indeed, of the scene described. The answer was that he had heard the story
before, but that nothing of the kind had ever happened. The asserted incident was one,
as I ventured to tell the man who had described it to me at the time, that did not cast
additional lustre on his reputation; and it would have been obvious, even if he had

rejoiced in a less unblemished reputation, that it was not for self-glorification, but in
obedience to an irrepressible desire to declare the truth, that he told me what
afterwards appeared to be not an accomplished fact, but an intention unfulfilled.
Experiences of this kind render the historical inquirer very skeptical even of
information supposed to be on "the best possible authority." Truly, it is very



disheartening to find that the nearer one approaches the fountain-head of truth, the
further off we may find ourselves from it.1

But, notwithstanding such discouraging instances of the difficulty of extracting the

truth, even from the testimony of truthful men, who have been actors in the scenes to be
described, I cannot but admit the general value of such testimony to the writer of
contemporary history. And, indeed, there need be some advantages in writing of events
still fresh in the memory of men to compensate for its manifest disadvantages. These
disadvantages, however, ought always to be felt by the writer rather than by the,
reader. It has been often said to me, in reply to my inquiries, "Yes, it is perfectly true.
But these men are still living, and the truth cannot be told." To this my answer has been:
"To the Historian all men are dead." If a writer of contemporary history is not prepared

to treat the living and the dead alike—to speak as freely and as truthfully of the former
as of the latter, with no more reservation in the one case than in the other—he has
altogether mistaken his vocation, and should look for a subject in prehistoric times.
There are some actors in the scenes here described of whom I do not know whether
they be living or whether they be dead. Some have passed away from the sphere of
worldly exploits whilst this volume has been slowly taking shape beneath my pen. But
if this has in any way influenced the character of my writing, it has only been by

imparting increased tenderness to my judgment of men, who can no longer defend
themselves or explain their conduct to the world. Even this offence, if it be one against
historical truth, I am not conscious of having actually committed.

I have but a few more words to say, but because I say them last it must not be thought
that I feel them least. I am painfully sensible that in this narrative Flume failed to do
justice to the courage and constancy of many brave men, whose good deeds deserved
special illustration in this narrative, and would have received it, but for the, exigencies

of time and space, which have forbidden an ampler record. This, perhaps, may be more
apparent in other volumes than in this. But, whatever may be the omissions in this
respect, I do not think that they will be attributed to any want of appreciation of the
gallantry and fortitude of my countrymen in doing and in suffering. No one could
rejoice more in the privilege of illustrating their heroic deeds than the author of these
volumes. It is one of the best compensations of historical labor to be suffered to write of
exploits reflecting so much honor upon the character of the nation.

J. W. K.
Penge -- Midsummer, 1870.

1
It may be mentioned here (though not directly in confirmation of the above) as a curious illustration of the

difficulty of discerning between truth and error, that the only statement seriously impugned in a former work of
history by the author of this book, was the only one which he had made as the result of his own personal
knowledge—the only fact which he had witnessed with his own eyes.
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BOOK IV.—THE RISING IN THE NORTH-WEST.

[MAY, 1857.]

CHAPTER I.

IMPORTANCE OF THE SEIZURE OF DELHI - MORAL INFLUENCES -
POSITION OF THE DELHI FAMILY- EARLY HISTORY - SUCCESSIVE
DEGRADATIONS - THE QUESTION OF SUCCESSION - INTRIGUES

OF ZEENUT - MEHAL - DEATH OF PRINCE FAKIR-OOD-DEEN -
RENEWED INTRIGUES - VIEWS OF LORD CANNING - STATE OF

MAHOMEDAN FEELING AT DELHI - THE NATIVE PRESS -
CORRESPONDENCE WITH PERSIA - THE PROCLAMATION -

TEMPER OF THE SOLDIERY.

IT w as a w ork of tim e atCalcutta toelicitall the details of the sadstory briefly outlin ed
in the precedin g chapter.B utthe g reatfactw as paten ttoL ordCan n in g thatthe En g lish
had been driv en out of D elhi, an d that, for a tim e, in that g reat cen tre of
M ahom edan ism , the dyn asty of the M og ul Fam ily w as restored. The trem en dous
political sig n ifican ce of this rev olution couldn otbe m isun derstoodby the m ostobtuse,
or g lossed ov er by the m ostsan g uin e. The Em perors of D elhi had lon g ceased to

exercise an y substan tial authority ov er the people w hom they had on ce g ov ern ed.For
fifty years the M aster of the D elhi P alace had been ,in the estim ation of the En g lish,
m erely a pag ean tan da show .B utthe pag ean try,the show ,the n am e,hadn ev erceased
to be liv in g in fluen ces in the m in ds of the prin ces an d people of In dia. Up to a
com parativ ely recen tperiod all the coin of In dia had born e the superscription of the
M og ul;an dthe chiefs of In dia,w hetherM ahom edan orH in doo,hadstill con tin uedto
reg ardthe san ction g iv en totheirsuccession s by thatshadow of royalty,as som ethin g

m ore assurin g than an y recog n ition w hich couldcom e from the substan ce of the B ritish
Gov ern m en t.If the Em pire of D elhi had passed in toa tradition ,the tradition w as still
an hon oredon e.Ithadsun k deeply in tothe m em oriesof the people.

D oubtful, before, of the stren g th of these in fluen ces, L ord Can n in g n ow beg an to
suspectthathe had been m isin form ed.In the precedin g year,he had m astered the
w hole D elhi history,an d he k n ew full w ell the peculiar circum stan ces w hich atthat
periodm ade itsoperilous thatthe Im perial Fam ily shouldbe appealedtoin aidof the

n ation al cause.H e saw before him ,in all their len g th an d breadth,the in ciden ts of
fam ily in trig ue,w hich im parteda v ig orous in div iduality tothe hostility of the M og ul.
H e k n ew thatthe chief in m ates of the palace hadn ev erbeen in a m oodof m in dsolittle
lik ely toresistthe tem ptation s n ow offeredtothem .H e k n ew thatthe oldKin g him self,
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an dhisfav orite w ife w horuledhim ,hadbeen forsom e tim e cherishin g an im ositiesan d
resen tm en ts w hich ren dereditbuttoolik ely thaton the firsten courag in g occasion they
w ouldbreak in toopen hostility ag ain stthe usurpin g E n g lishm an ,w hohadv aultedin to
the seatof the M og ul,reduced him to a supplian t,an d thw arted him in all the m ost

cherishedw ishesof hisheart.

W ith as m uch brev ity as m ay suffice tom ak e the position clear,the D elhistory m ustbe
told.The old Kin g ,B ehaudur S hah,w hose sov ereig n ty had been proclaim ed,w as the
secon din descen tfrom the Em perorS hah A llum ,w hom ,blin d,helpless,an dm iserable,
the En g lish had rescued from the g ripe of the M ahrattas,1 w hen atthe daw n of the
n in eteen th cen tury the arm ies of L ak e an d W ellesley brok e up their pow erful
con federacy,an d scattered the lasthopes of the Fren ch.S hah A llum w as the g reat-

g ran dson of A urun g zebe,the ten th successor in a directlin e from Tim our,the g reat
foun derof the dyn asty of the M og uls.Ev en in the depthsof hism isery an dhum iliation ,
he w as reg arded by the m ostm ag n ificen tof En g lish v iceroys as a m ig hty poten tate,
w hom itw as a priv ileg e to protect,an d sacrileg e to thin k of supplan tin g .The "g reat
g am e" of L ord W ellesley em braced n othin g so stupen dous as the usurpation of the
Im perial thron e.P erhaps itw as,as his brotherA rthuran dJohn M alcolm declared,an d
as youn g er m en suspected an d hin ted,thatthe Gov ern or-Gen eral,w orn outby the

opposition s an drestriction s of the L eaden hall-streetGov ern m en t,an dbrok en in health
by the clim ate of Calcutta,hadlosthis olddarin g an dcastaside his pristin e am bition .
P erhaps itw as believ ed by him an d by his associates in the Coun cil Cham ber thatit
w ould be soun der policy,ten din g m ore to our ow n g ran deur in the en d,to g ather
g radual stren g th from this protectiv e con n ection w ith the Em peror,before en deav orin g
to w alk in the pleasan tpaths of im perialism .B utin either case,he recoiled from the
thoug htof its bein g suspected in E n g lan d, thathe w ished to place the EastIn dia
Com pan y,substan tiv ely or v icariously,on the thron e of the M og uls."Ithas n ev er,"he

w rote to the S ecretCom m ittee of the Courtof D irectors,Jun e 2,1805,"been in the
con tem plation of this Gov ern m en t to deriv e from the charg e of protectin g an d
supportin g his M ajesty the priv ileg e of em ployin g the Royal P rerog ativ e as an
in strum en tof establishin g an y con trol or ascen dan cy ov er the S tates an d Chieftain s of
In dia,orof assertin g on the partof his M ajesty an y of the claim s w hich,in his capacity
of Em perorof H in dostan ,his M ajesty m ay be con sideredtopossess upon the prov in ces
orig in ally com posin g the M og ul Em pire.The ben efits w hich the Gov ern or-Gen eral in

Coun cil expectedtoderiv e from placin g the Kin g of D elhian dthe Royal Fam ily un der
the protection of the B ritish Gov ern m en t,are tobe tracedin the statem en tcon tain edin

1
L ord L ake'sfirst interview w ith him isthusofficially described in the recordsofthe day:"In the m agnificent

palace built by S hah Jehan the Com m ander-in-Chief w asushered into the royalpresence,and found the
unfortunate and venerableEm peror,oppressed by the accum ulated calam itiesofold age and degraded authority,
extrem epoverty and lossofsight,seated underasm alltattered canopy,therem nantofhisroyalstate,w ithevery
externalappearanceofthem isery ofhiscondition."



A History of the Sepoy War in India. 1857-1858 - Volume II , Copyright © www.sanipanhwar.com 3

ourdispatch toyourH on orable Com m ittee of the 13th of July,1804,2 relativ e tothe ev ils
an d em barrassm en ts to w hich the B ritish pow er m ig hthav e been exposed by the
prosecution of claim s an dpreten sion s on the partof the M ahrattas,orof the Fren ch,in
the n am e an dun derthe authority of his M ajesty S hah A llum ,if the person an dfam ily

of thatun happy m on arch had con tin ued un der the custody an d con trol, of those
pow ers, an d especially of the Fren ch." Itm usthav e taxed the in g en uity of L ord
W ellesley,ev en w ith the experien cedg uidan ce an dassistan ce of S irGeorg e B arlow an d
M r.Edm on ston e,todesig n a schem e forthe con tin uan ce orrestoration of the Em pire on
a sm all scale— a schem e w hereby S hah A llum m ig htbecom e m ore than a pen sion er,a
pag ean t,an d a puppet,an dyetless than the substan ce of a sov ereig n .H e w as tobe a
Kin g an dyetn oKin g — a som ethin g an dyetn othin g — a reality an da sham atthe sam e
tim e.Itw as a solace tous,in the "g reatg am e,"tok n ow thatw e "heldthe Kin g ;"butit

w asa puzzle toushow toplay the card.Itw as,in deed,a g reatpolitical paradox,w hich
L ord W ellesley's Gov ern m en tw as called upon to in stitute;an d he did the bestthat
could be don e,in the circum stan ces in w hich he w as placed,torecon cile n oton ly the
H ouse of Tim our,butthe people w hostill clun g rev eren tially tothe g reatM ahom edan
dyn asty,to the state of thin g s w hich had arisen outof those circum stan ces.Itw as
determ in ed thata certain am oun tof thatdig n ity, w hich is deriv ed from territorial
dom in ion ,should still be attached to the person of the Em peror;thatw ithin certain

lim its he shouldstill be the foun tain of justice;an dthat(n eg ativ ely)w ithin those lim its
the pow erof life ordeath shouldbe in hishan ds.A n din addition tothe rev en uesof the
districtsthusreserv edasan appen dag e of the Thron e,he an dhisfam ily w ere toreceiv e
stipen diary allow an cesam oun tin g tom ore than a hun dredthousan dpoun dsa year.

Thus the Em peror of all the In dies— the Great M og ul, tradition ally the g ran dest
sov ereig n in the Un iv erse— becam e,w hilststill in duedw ith the purple an dthe g oldof
im perial state, an d rejoicin g in the appearan ce of territorial dom in ion , v irtually a

pen sion er of a Com pan y of M erchan ts.The situation w as on e w hich con ferred m an y
adv an tag eson the B ritish Gov ern m en tin In dia,butitw asn otw ithoutitsdan g ers.Ev en
in the depths of his m isery an d deg radation ,the Kin g 's n am e w as a pillar of stren g th;
the rag s of royalty w ere rev eren cedby the people.A n dL ordW ellesley saw clearly that
if the an cestral S tate of the M og ul w ere perpetuated— if he w ere leftto reside in the
P alace of S hah Jehan ,w ith all the accom pan im en ts of his form erg ran deuraroun dhim ,
in the m idstof a M ahom edan population still loyal to the H ouse of Tim our— there

m ig htsom eday be an attem pttorecon structthe ruin edm on archy in the person of on e
of S hah A llum 's successors, w hich m ig htcause us g riev ous an n oyan ce. S o itw as

2
T he objectsare thusenum erated in the dispatch to w hich reference ism ade "T he deliverance ofthe Em peror

S hah Allum from the controlofthe French pow erestablished in the N orth-W est quarterofHindostan,by w hich
the Governm ent ofFrance hasbeen deprived ofapow erfulinstrum entin the eventualprosecution ofitshostile
designsagainsttheBritishGovernm entinIndia,and the British Governm enthasobtained afavorable opportunity
ofconciliating the confidence and securing the applause ofsurrounding statesby providing asafe and tranquil
asylum forthe declining age ofthat venerable and unfortunate m onarch,and asuitable m aintenance forhis
num erousanddistressedfam ily."— July 13,1804.
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proposed thatM on g hyr should becom e the residen ce of the Im perial Fam ily.B utthe
oldKin g shudderedatthe thoug htof rem ov al,an dthe shudderran throug h his fam ily,
from the oldestto the youn g est, m ale an d fem ale, relativ es an d depen dan ts. N ot,
therefore, to in flict an y further pain or hum iliation upon them , L ord W ellesley

con sen tedthatthey shouldabide in the D elhiP alace.A tsom e future tim e theirrem ov al
m ig htbe effectedw ithoutan y cruel div ulsion s,an y of those strain in g an dcrack in g 's of
the heartstrin g s,w hich m ustatten d the exodus of P rin ces born in the purple,w ith the
m em ory of actual sov ereig n ty still fresh w ithin them .

In D ecem ber,1806,S hah A llum died,an d w as succeeded by his son ,A k bar S hah.It
happen edthatthe En g lish officer,w hoatthattim e represen tedthe B ritish Gov ern m en t
atD elhi,w as a courtier of the old school,w hose in v eterate politen ess of speech an d

m an n er had am ple scope for exercise atthe ex-im perial Court.M r.S eton w ould hav e
died rather than hurtthe feelin g s of the hum blestden izen of the P alace. In the
caricaturesof the periodhe w asrepresen tedsalutin g S atan w ith a low bow ,an dhopin g
thathis M ajesty w as w ell an d prosperous.A ssociated,atthis tim e,in a subordin ate
capacity w ith M r.S eton ,butm uch trusted,an d con sulted by him w ith the deferen ce
show n to an equal in ag e an d position ,w as youn g Charles M etcalfe,w ho,althoug h
little m ore than a boy, saw clearly the store of future trouble w hich the B ritish

Gov ern m en tw as layin g up for itself by n otcurbin g the preten sion s of the n ow effete
M og ul."Ido n otcon form ," he w rote,"to the policy of S eton 's m ode of m an ag in g the
Royal Fam ily.Itis by a subm ission of m an n eran dcon duct,carriedon ,in m y opin ion ,
farbeyon dthe respectan datten tion w hich can be eitherprescribedby form sordictated
by a hum an e con sideration for the fallen fortun es of a on ce illustrious fam ily. It
destroys en tirely the dig n ity w hich oug htto be attached to him w ho represen ts the
B ritish Gov ern m en t,an d w ho in reality is to g ov ern atD elhi;an d itraises (I hav e
perceiv ed the effectdisclosin g itself w ith rapidity)ideas of im perial pow er an d sw ay

w hich oug httobe puttosleepforev er.A s itis ev iden tthatw e don otm ean torestore
im perial pow ertothe Kin g ,w e oug htn ottopursue a con ductcalculatedtom ak e him
aspire to it.L etus treathim w ith the respectdue to his situation ;letus m ak e him
com fortable in respecttocircum stan ces,an dg iv e him all the m ean s,as faras possible,
of bein g happy;but,un lessw e m ean tore-establish hispow er,letusn oten courag e him
todream of it."N og rey-haired politician could hav e w ritten an ythin g w iser than this;
an dw hen ,afterthe lapse of a few years,the w riterhim self becam e Residen tatD elhi,

an dhadthe suprem e direction of affairs,all his boyish im pression sw ere con firm ed.H e
w as broug htface to face w ith a state of thin g s offen siv e alik e to reason an d to
hum an ity; butn either he n or his successors in the Residen cy could do m ore than
recom m en don e m easure afteran otherw hich m ig htg radually m itig ate the ev ils w hich
stoodoutsoobtrusiv ely before them .

Tim e passed;an d the En g lish in In dia,secure in their g reatpossession s,dreadin g n o
extern al en em y,an d feelin g stron g w ithin them the pow er to tread dow n an y dan g er

w hich m ig htarise on In dian soil,adv an ced w ith a firm er step an d a bolder presen ce.
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They n o lon g er recoiled from the thoug htof Em pire. W hathad appeared atthe
com m en cem en tof the cen tury to be perilous presum ption ,n ow seem ed to be m erely
the in ev itable acciden tof our position .The "g reatg am e" had been im perfectly played
outin L ord W ellesley's tim e;an d ten years afterw ards L ord H astin g s saw before him

the results of thatsettlem en tw here n othin g w as settled,an d resolv ed to assertthe
suprem acy of the B ritish Gov ern m en tov er all the poten tates of In dia Tim es w ere
chan g ed both athom e an d abroad, an d our feelin g s had chan g ed w ith them . The
Com pan y had n otquite forg otten thatithad been established on a "pure m ercan tile
bottom ."B utthe successes of ourarm s in Europe hadg iv en us con fiden ce in ourselv es
as a g reatm ilitary n ation ;an d,thoug h the D irectors in L eaden hall-street,true totheir
old tradition s,m ig htstill array them selv es ag ain stall projects for the exten sion of our
m ilitary an d political pow er in the East,itw as feltthatthe people of En g lan d w ould

applaud the bolder policy,if itw ere on ly successful.From thattim e En g lan d becam e
arbiterof the fate of all the P rin cesof In dia.There w asn olon g eran y reluctan ce toassert
ourposition as the param oun tpow er.Itw as a n ecessary partof the schem e then toput
dow n the fiction of the D elhi Em pire. The w ord Em pire w as, then ceforth, to be
associatedon ly w ith the B ritish pow erin the East;an dthe m ock -m ajesty,w hich w e had
on ce thoug htitserv iceable to us to m ain tain , w as n ow , as soon as possible, to be
dism issedasin con v en ien tlum ber.

Itm ig htbe n arrated how ,durin g a period of thirty years,the sun of royalty,little by
little, w as shorn of its beam s— how firston e Gov ern or-Gen eral an d then an other
resisted the proud preten sion s of the M og ul,an d lopped off som e of the cerem on ial
obeisan ce's w hich hadsolon g m ain tain edthe in flateddig n ity of the H ouse of Tim our.3

A ll these hum iliation s ran k ledin the m in ds of the in m ates of the P alace;butthey w ere
am on g the n ecessities of the con tin ually adv an cin g suprem acy of the En g lish.Itm ay be
question ed w hether a sin g le m an ,tow hose opin ion an y w eig htof authority can fairly

be attached,has ev erdoubtedthe w isdom of these excision s.A n dhum an ity m ig htw ell
pause to con sider w hether m ore m ig htn otyetbe don e to m itig ate thatg reatev il of
rottin g royalty w hich had so lon g polluted the atm osphere of D elhi. Thatg ig an tic
P alace,alm osta city in itself,hadlon g been the hom e of m an ifoldabom in ation s;an da
Christian Gov ern m en thadsuffered,an dw asstill sufferin g ,g en eration afterg en eration
of aban don edm en an ddeg radedw om en ,born in thatv aststy of refug e,tobe a curse to
others an d to them selv es.In subdued official lan g uag e,itw as said of these w retched

m em bers of a Royal H ouse, thatthey w ere "in depen den tof all law , im m ersed in
idlen ess an d proflig acy,an d in differen tto public opin ion ."4 Itm ig hthav e been said,
w ithouta tran sg ression of the truth,thatthe recesses of the P alace w ere fam iliar w ith

3
Itw asnotuntil1835,thatthe currentcoin ofIndiaceased to bearthe superscription ofthe M ogulem perors,

and the"Com pany'srupee"w assubstituted forit.

4
S om etim es,how ever,great crim esw ere punished.P rince HyderS hekoh,forexam ple,w asexecuted forthe

m urderofhisw ife.
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the com m ission of ev ery crim e k n ow n in the East,an d thatH eav en alon e could tak e
accoun tof thattrem en douscatalog ue of in iquities.

O n the ev en in g of the 28th of S eptem ber,1837,A k bar S hah died,atthe ag e of eig hty-

tw o. H e had in trig ued som e years before to setaside the succession of the H eir-
A pparen tin behalf of a fav orite son ;buthe hadfailed.5 A n dn ow P rin ce A booZuffer,in
the official lan g uag e of the day, "ascen ded the thron e, assum in g the title of A bool
M ozufferS urajoodeen M ahom edB ehaudurS hah P adshah-i-Gazee."Itis sufficien tthat
he shouldbe k n ow n here by the n am e of B ehaudurS hah.H e w as then faradv an cedin
ag e;buthe w asof a lon g -liv edfam ily,an dhisthree-score yearshadn otpressedheav ily
upon him . H e w as supposed to be a quiet, in ertm an , fon d of poetry, a poetaster
him self;an dn otatall addicted,by n ature,topolitical in trig ue.If he hadan y prom in en t

characteristicitw as av arice.H e had n otlon g succeeded tothe title before he beg an to
press for an addition to the royal stipen d,w hich had in som e sortbeen prom ised to
A k barS hah.The L ieuten an t-Gov ern orsirCharles w as un w illin g torecom m en dsuch a
w aste of the public m on ey; butthe Gov ern or-Gen eral, equally believ in g itto be
w asteful,saidthat,althoug h asa n ew question he w ouldhav e n eg ativ edit,the prom ise
hav in g been g iv en itoug htto be fulfilled— butupon the orig in al con dition s.These
con dition sw ere,thatthe Kin g shouldexecute a form al ren un ciation of all furtherclaim s

upon the B ritish Gov ern m en t;butB ehaudur S hah did as his father had don e before
him .H e refused to subscribe to the proposed con dition s,an d con tin ued to cherish a
belief that,by sen din g an ag en tto En g lan d,he m ig htobtain w hathe soug htw ithout
an y em barrassin g restriction s.

A k bar S hah had em ployed as his represen tativ e the Raram chun celebrated B rahm in ,
Ram m ohun Roy, an d ev er still reg ardin g him self as the foun tain of hon or, had
con ferredon his en v oy the title of Rajah.En g lish society recog n izedit,as itw ouldhav e

recog n ized a still hig her title,assum ed by a Khitm udg ar;butthe authorities refused
their official recog n ition to the Rajahship,thoug h they paid becom in g respectto the
character of the m an , w ho w as striv in g to en lig hten the Gen tiles, as a social an d
relig ious reform er.A s the en v oy of the M og ul he accom plishedn othin g ;an dB ehaudur
S hah foun dthatthe "case"w as m uch in the sam e state as ithadbeen w hen Ram m ohun
Roy leftIn dia on the busin ess of the late Kin g .B uthe hadstill faith in the efficacy of a
m ission toEn g lan d,especially if con ductedby an E n g lishm an .S ow hen he heard that

an eloquen tlecturer,w ho had g ain ed a g reatreputation in the W estern w orld by his
earn estadv ocacy of the rig hts of the coloredraces,had com e toIn dia,B ehaudurS hah
in v ited him to D elhi,an d w as eag er to en listhis serv ices.H e had m an y supposed
w ron g stobe redressed.L ordEllen boroug h hadg iv en the fin ishin g strok e tothe system
of nuzzur-giving,or tributary presen t-m ak in g ,to the Kin g ,by prohibitin g ev en such

5
Indeed,he had m ade tw o separate efforts,in favorfirst ofone son,then ofanother.T he first endeavorw as

attendedw ithsom eeventfulcircum stancesw hichm ighthaveled toviolenceandbloodshed.
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offerin g s by the Residen t.6 Thus had passed aw ay alm ostthe lastv estig e of that
recog n ition ,by the B ritish Gov ern m en t,of the im perial dig n ity of the H ouse of Tim our;
an d althoug h m on ey-com pen sation had been freely g iv en for the loss, the chan g e
ran k led in the m in d of the Kin g .B utthe Com pan y had already refused to g ran tan y

in crease of stipen d to the Royal Fam ily un til the prescribed con dition s had been
accepted;7 an d M r.Georg e Thom pson had n o m ore pow er than Ram m ohun Roy to
cause a relaxation of the decision .A n din truth,there w as n osufficien treason w hy the
stipen dshouldbe in creased.A lak h of rupees a m on th w as sufficien t,on a broadbasis
of g en erosity,ev en forthatm ultitudin ous fam ily;an ditw ouldhav e been proflig ate to
throw aw ay m ore m on ey on the m ock -royalty of D elhi,w hen itm ig htbe som uch better
bestow ed.8

There w as, in deed, n o g roun d of com plain tag ain stthe B ritish Gov ern m en t; an d,
perhaps, the Kin g w ould hav e subsided in to a state, if n otof absolute con ten t, of
subm issiv e quietude,if ithad n otbeen for thatactiv ity of Zen an a in trig ue,w hich n o
O rien tal sov ereig n ,w ith n othin g to do butto liv e,can ev er hope to resist.H e had
m arried a youn g w ife,w ho had born e him a son ,an d w ho had becom e a fav orite,
poten tial for g ood or ev il.A s often ithas happen ed,from the tim e of the patriarchs
dow n w ards,this son of his old ag e also becam e a fav orite;an d the Kin g w as easily

w roug htupon by Q ueen Zeen ut-M ehal to en deav or tosetaside the succession of the
heir-apparen tin fav orof the boy-prin ce.The un justsupersession ,w hich his fatherhad
en deav oredtoperpetrate ag ain sthim ,m ig htn ow som e day be putin force by him self,
for the g ratification of his fav orite.B utitw as n ecessary in such a case tow alk w arily.
A n y rash hasty action m ig htbe follow edby a failure w hich couldn ev erbe repaired.In
an y case,itw ouldbe bettertow aitun til the child,Jew an B uk ht,w ere a few yearsolder,
an d he could be extolled as a youth of prom ise. M ean w hile the g reatChapter of
A cciden ts m ig htcon tain som ethin g in their fav or. S o han g in g on to the sk irts of

Circum stan ce, he w atched for the com in g of an opportun ity. A n d ere lon g the

6
Nuzzurs had form erly been presented by the Governor-Generaland the Com m ander-in-Chief— by the later,it

w ould seem ,asrecently as1837,ontheaccessionofS hahBehaudur.— S eeL etteroftheGovernm entofIndia,M ay
23,1838.And in thecold season of1842-3 L ord Ellenborough'ssecretariespresented nuzzurs to theKing,w ithout
any intim ationto theGovernor-General;w ho,on learningw hatthey had done,w assurprised and indignantin the
extrem e,and putastop to the nuzzur-giving forever.M r.W illiam Edw ards,one ofthe secretariesconcerned,has
givenaninterestingaccountoftheaffair,w hichw illbefound intheAppendix.

7
L etteroftheCourtofDirectors,Feb.11,1846:"Itbeingim possibleforustow aivethiscondition(ofexecutinga

form alrenunciationofallfurtherclaim s)theKingm ustbeconsidered ashavingdeclinedtheoffered benefit."

8
In addition to thism onthly lakh ofrupees,paid in m oney,BehaudurS hah continued to enjoy the proceedsof

som e crow n lands,and also ofsom e ground-rentsin the city.— S ee evidence ofM r.S andersatthe King'strial"He
w asin receiptofastipend ofone lakh ofrupeesper-m ensem ofw hich ninety-nine thousand w ere paid atDelhi,
and one thousand at L ucknow ,to the m em bersofthe fam ily there.He w asalso in receipt ofrevenue ofthe
am ountofalakhand halffrom thecrow nlandsintheneighborhood ofDelhi.Healsoreceived aconsiderablesum
from theground-rentsofhousesandtenantsinthecity ofDelhi."
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opportun ity cam e— brin g in g w ith itm ore than had been look edfor,an d n otall tothe
satisfaction of the royal expectan ts.

The story m ay be briefly told.In 1849,P rin ce D ara B uk ht,the H eir-A pparen t,died.A t

this tim e the Kin g ,B ehaudurS hah,hadn um beredm ore than sev en ty years.In n atural
course his death could be n o v ery rem ote con tin g en cy. The question of succession ,
therefore,pressed heav ily on the m in d of the Gov ern or-Gen eral.L ord D alhousie w as
n ota m an toreg ardw ith m uch fav orthe m ock sov ereig n ty of the M og ul.O thers before
him ,w ith g reaterten dern ess foran cien tdyn astictradition s,hadg roan edov erthe lon g
con tin uan ce of a state of thin g satw hich reason an dtruth rev olted;an dthe extin ction of
the titular dig n ity of the Kin g s of D elhi,after the death of B ehaudur S hah,had been
urg ed upon the Gov ern m en tof the EastIn dia Com pan y.9 B utthe proposal stirred up

div ision s in the Coun cil Cham berof L eaden hall,w hich resultedin delayedaction .The
usual expedien tof w aitin g forfurtheradv ices from In dia w as resortedto,an dsoL ord
D alhousie foun d the question un settled.The death of P rin ce D ara B uk htafforded an
opportun ity for its settlem en t,w hich a Gov ern or-Gen eral of D alhousie's tem peram en t
w as n otlik ely to n eg lect.The n extin succession ,accordin g to M ahom edan law ,w as
P rin ce Fak ir-ood-deen ,a m an thirty years of ag e,reputedtobe of quick parts,fon dof
European society,an d toleran tof the B ritish Gov ern m en t.A n d the Gov ern or-Gen eral

saw both in the character of the m an an d the circum stan ces of his position thatw hich
m ig htfav oran dfacilitate the chan g esw hich he w isely desiredtoin troduce.

Itw as m an ifestly the duty of the B ritish Gov ern m en tn ottoperpetuate a state of thin g s
w hich hadm easures.n othin g buttradition tog loss ov erits offen siv e deform ity.B utthe
operation thathad becom e n ecessary w as n oton e to be perform ed v iolen tly an d
abruptly,w ithoutreg ardtotim es an dseason s.Feelin g sure thatthe opportun ity could
n otbe fardistan t,L ordD alhousie hadbeen con ten tedtow ait.Ithadn ow com e.P rin ce

D ata B uk htw asthe lastof the D elhiP rin cesw hohadbeen "born in the purple."H e had
been reared an d he had ripen ed in the expectation of succeedin g to the Kin g ship of
D elhi;an dthere m ig hthav e been som e hardship,if n ota con structiv e breach of faith,in
destroyin g the hopes of a lifetim e atthe v ery poin tof fruition .B utP rin ce Fak ir-ood-
deen had been born a pen sion er.H e had n orecollection of the tim e w hen the Kin g of
D elhistill saton the thron e an dw asrecog n izedas the param oun tpoten tate in In dia."It
could,therefore,be n o in justice to him to adm ithis accession to the chiefship of the

fam ily upon other con dition s than those w hich had been recog n ized in the case of his
father;w hilstitw as,in the opin ion of the Gov ern or-Gen eral,soun dpolicy,on the other

9
W ritingonthe1stofAugust,1344,theCourtofDirectorsobserved:"T heGovernor-Generalhasgivendirections

to the Agentthat,in the eventofthe dem ise ofthe King ofDelhi,no step w hatevershallbe taken w hich can be
construed into arecognition of the descent of that title to asuccessor w ithout specific authority from the
Governor-General.Ifin these instructionsthe abolition ofthe title iscontem plated,w ecannotgive itoursanction
untilw e have heard furtherfrom you on the subject,and have had tim e to considerthe purportand the grounds
oftherecom m endationw hichm ay beoffered."
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han d,tosw eepaw ay all the priv ileg es an dprerog ativ es w hich hadk eptaliv e this g reat
preten tiousm ock -royalty in the heartof ourEm pire.

The ev ils tobe rem ov edw ere m an y;buttw oam on g them w ere m ore g larin g than the

rest. The perpetuation of the k in g ly title w as a g reatsore. L ord D alhousie did n ot
ov errate its m ag n itude.P erhaps,in deed,he scarcely took in its true proportion s.Forhe
w rote thatthe P rin cesof In dia an ditspeople,w hatev erthey m ig hton ce hav e been ,had
becom e "en tirely in differen tto the con dition of the Kin g or his position ."10 A n d he
added: "The B ritish Gov ern m en thas becom e in deed an d in truth the param oun t
S ov ereig n in In dia.Itis n otexpedien tthatthere shouldbe,ev en in n am e,a riv al in the
person of a S ov ereig n w hose an cestorson ce heldthe param oun tcy w e n ow possess.H is
existen ce could n ev er really en dan g er us,Iadm it;althoug h the in trig ues of w hich he

m ig ht,an dn otin frequen tly has been m ade the n ucleus,m ig htin com m ode an dv ex us."
Ihav e said before thatL ord D alhousie "could n otun derstan d the ten acity w ith w hich
the n ativ es of In dia clin g to their old tradition s— could n otsym pathize w ith the
v en eration w hich they feltfortheiran cien tdyn asties."Tim e m ig hthav e w eak en edthe
v en eration feltforthe H ouse of D elhi,buthadn ot,assuredly,effacedit.There w as still
sufficien tv itality in ittoen g en der,un derfav orin g circum stan ces,som ethin g m ore than
discom fortan d v exation .B utL ord D alhousie erred on ly in thus un der estim atin g the

proportion s of the ev il w hich he n ow desired torem ov e.H e w as n ot,on thataccoun t,
lessim pressedw ith the factthatitw ouldbe g riev ousim policy on the partof the B ritish
Gov ern m en ttosufferthe k in g ly title,on the death of B ehaudurS hah,topass toan other
g en eration .

The other ev il thin g of w hich I hav e spok en w as the m ain ten an ce of the P alace as a
royal residen ce.Reg ardedin the aspectof m orality an dhum an ity,as already observ ed,
itw as an abom in ation of the w orstk in d. B ut, m ore clearly ev en than this, L ord

D alhousie discern ed the political an d m ilitary disadv an tag es of the existin g state of
thin g s,by w hich,w hatw as in reality a g reatfortress in the han ds of a possible en em y,
w as sufferedtocom m an dthe chief arsen al of UpperIn dia."H ere,"w rote the Gov ern or-
Gen eral,"w e hav e a stron g fortress in the heartof on e of the prin cipal cities of our
Em pire,an din en tire com m an d of the chief m ag azin e of the Upper P rov in ces— w hich
lies soexposed,both toassaultan d tothe dan g ers arisin g from the carelessn ess of the
people dw ellin g aroun d it— thatitis a m atter of surprise thatn o acciden thas yet

occurred to it.It's dan g erous position has been frequen tly rem ark ed upon ,an d m an y
schem es hav e been preparedforits im prov em en tan ddefen ce;butthe on ly elig ible on e
is the tran sferof the stores in tothe P alace,w hich w ouldthen be k eptby us as a B ritish
post,capable of m ain tain in g itself ag ain stan y hostile m an euv er,in steadof bein g ,as it

10
M inute,February 10,1849.
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n ow is, the source of positiv e dan g er, an d perhaps n otin frequen tly the focus of
in trig uesag ain stourpow er."11

There w asun doubtedw isdom in this.Torem ov e the D elhiFam ily from the P alace,an d

to abolish all their A lsatian priv ileg es,upon the death of B ehaudur S hah,could hav e
been n ov ery difficultw ork .B uttoL ordD alhousie itappearedthatthispartof the duty
w hich lay before him should be accom plished w ith the least possible delay. H e
con ceiv ed thatthere w ould be n o n ecessity to w aitfor the dem ise of the titular
sov ereig n ,as in all probability the Kin g m ig htbe persuaded to v acate the P alace,if
sufficien tin ducem en tw ere heldouttohim .H e arg uedthat,as the Kin g s of D elhi had
possesseda con v en ien tan dfav orite coun try residen ce atthe Kootab,som e tw elv e m iles
tothe south of D elhi,an dthatas the place w as heldin g reatv en eration ,g en erally an d

particularly, as the burial-place of a n oted M ahom edan sain tan d of som e of the
an cestors of B ehaudurS hah,his M ajesty an dthe Royal Fam ily w ere n otlik ely toobject
totheirrem ov al,an d,if they didobject,itw astobe con sideredw hetherpressure m ig ht
n ot be put upon them , an d their con sen t obtain ed by the extrem e m easure of
w ithholdin g the royal stipen d.B utthe represen tativ e of a lon g lin e of Kin g s m ig htn ot
un reason ably hav e dem urred tothe expulsion of his Fam ily from the old hom e of his
fathers,an ditdem an dedn og reatexercise of im ag in ation tocom prehen dthe position .

W hen this exposition of L ordD alhousie's v iew s w as laidbefore the Courtof D irectors
of the EastIn dia Com pan y,the subjectw as debatedw ith m uch in terestin L eaden hall-
street.12 A lready had the stron g m in d of the Gov ern or-Gen eral beg un toin fluen ce the
coun cils of the H om e Gov ern m en tof In dia.There w ere on e or tw o able an d activ e
m em bers of the Courtw ho believ ed im plicitly in him ,an d w ere resolute to support
ev erythin g thathe did.There w as an other section of the Court,w hich had n o special
faith in L ord D alhousie,butw hich,upon system ,supported the action of the local

Gov ern m en ts,as the leasttroublesom e m ean s of disposin g of difficultquestion s.B ut

11
Itdoesnotappear,how ever,thatL ord Dalhousie laid any stressupon the factthatno European troopsw ere

posted in Delhi.N or,indeed,did S irCharlesN apier,w ho atthistim e w asCom m ander-in-Chiefofthe British arm y
in India.He saw clearly that the m ilitary situation w asafalse one,and he w rote m ach about the defence ofthe
city,but w ithout draw ing any distinction betw een European and N ative troops. In both casesthe anticipated
dangerw asfrom arising ofthe people,not ofthe soldiery.W ith respect to the situation ofthe m agazine,S ir
CharlesN apierw rote to the Governor-General(L ahore,Dec.15,1849),saying: "Asregardsthe m agazine,the
objectionsto itare asfollow s:1st.Itisplaced in avery populouspartofthe city,and itsexplosion w ould be very
horrible in itseffectsasregardsthe destruction oflife.2nd.Itw ould destroy the m agnificentP alace ofDelhi.3rd.
T helossofGovernm entproperty w ould alsobevery great,especially ifm y view softheim portanceofDelhi,given
in m y report,be acted upon; nam ely,that it and Dinapore should be tw o great m agazinesfor the Bengal
P residency.4th.Itisw ithoutdefence beyond w hatthe guard offifty m en offer,and itsgatesare so w eakthat a
m ob could pushthem in.Ithereforethinkapow derm agazineshould bebuiltinasafeplace.T hereisastrongcast
lethreeorfourm ilesfrom thetow nw hichw ould answ erw ell,butIfeartherepairsw ould betooexpensive;m ore
so,perhaps,thanw hatw ould bem oreefficacious,viz.,tobuildam agazineinasuitablepositionnearthecity."

12
S irArchibald Gallow ay,w ho had taken partin the defence ofDelhiatthe com m encem entofthe century,w as

Chairm anoftheEastIndiaCom pany.
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there w as a thirdan dpow erful party — pow erful in in tellect,m ore pow erful still in its
un flin chin g hon esty an d can dor,an d its in alien able sen se of justice — an d this party
prev ailed.The resultw as thatthe m ajority ag reed to dispatch in struction s to In dia,
n eg ativ in g the proposals of the Gov ern or-Gen eral. B utw hen the draftw en tfrom

L eaden hall-streettoCan n on -row ,itm etw ith courtan ddeterm in edopposition from the
B oard of Con trol, ov er w hich atthattim e S ir John H obhouse presided.13 Itw as
con ten ded thatthe B ritish Gov ern m en tw ere n otpledg ed tocon tin ue toS hah A llum 's
successors the priv ileg es accorded tohim ,an d thatthe Courthad n otprov ed thatthe
proposals of the Gov ern or-Gen eral w ere either un justor im politic.Then arose on e of
those sharp con flicts betw een the Courtan d the B oard w hich in the old days of the
D ouble Gov ern m en tsom etim es brok e in upon the m on oton y of their coun cils. The
Courtrejoin ed thatthe proposals w ere those of the Gov ern or-Gen eral alon e,thatthe

con curren ce of hisCoun cil hadn otbeen obtain ed,thatthe con tem platedm easuresw ere
un g en erous an d un w ise,14 an d thatitw ould g iv e g riev ous offen ce tothe M ahom edan
population of the coun try.They w ere preparedtosan ction persuasiv e m ean s toobtain
the ev acuation of the P alace,butthey m oststron g ly objectedtocom pulsion .The B oard
then replied thatitw as n otn ecessary in such a case to obtain the con sen tof the
M em bersof Coun cil,an dthatif they hadfeltan y alarm astothe resultsof the proposed
m easure, they w ould hav e com m un icated their apprehen sion s to the Court(w hich,

how ev er,w as a m istak en im pression )— thatthere w as n osortof oblig ation tocon tin ue
tothe successors of S hah A llum w hatL ordW ellesley hadg ran tedtohim — thatitw as a
question on ly of policy,an dthatas tothe effectof the proposedm easure on the m in ds
of the M ahom edan s,the local rulerw as a betterjudg e than the D irectors athom e (an d
this,perhaps,w as an other m istak e);butw hen the In dian m in ister added:"The chan ce
of dan g ertothe B ritish Em pire from the headof the H ouse of Tim ourm ay be in fin itely
sm all;butif a M ahom edan shouldev erthin k thathe requiredsuch a rallyin g -poin tfor
the purpose of in fusin g in tothose of his ow n faith spiritan dbittern ess hi an attack on

Christian suprem acy,he w ould surely fin d thata P rin ce already en dow ed w ith the
reg al title,an d possessed of a royal residen ce,w as a m ore efficien tin strum en tin his
han ds than on e placed in the less con spicuous position con tem plated by L ord
D alhousie an d his adv isers,"he spok e w isely an d prescien tly.O n receiptof this letter,
the Courtag ain return edtothe con flict,urg in g thatthey feltsodeeply the im portan ce
of the subjectthatthey could n otrefrain from m ak in g a further appeal to the B oard.
They com batedw hathadbeen said.aboutthe im pliedcon curren ce of the Coun cil,an d

13
M r.Jam esW ilsonandtheHon.JohnEliotw erethenS ecretariestotheBoard.

14
"T hequestion,"they said,"isnotoneofsuprem acy.T hesuprem acy oftheBritishpow erisbeyond dispute.T he

sovereignty ofDelhiisatitle utterly pow erlessforinjury,but respected by M ahom edansasan ancient honorof
theirnam e,and theirgood feelingsare conciliated to the British Governm ent by the respect it show sforthat
ancient honor.T he entire indifference ofthe P rincesand the people ofIndiato the condition orposition ofthe
Kingisalleged ;buttheCourtcannotthinkitpossible thatany peoplecaneverbecom eindifferentto them em ory
ofitsform ergreatness.T he traditionaldeference w ith w hich thatm em ory isregarded isaltogetherdistinctfrom
any hopesofitsrenew al.Butitisafeelingw hichitisim politicto w ound.From m ere hopelessnessofresistanceit
m ay notim m ediately show itself;butm ay rem ainlatenttillothercausesofpublicdangerm ay bringitintoaction."
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the arg um en tag ain stthe claim s of the D elhi Fam ily based upon the action of L ord
W ellesley,an d then they proceeded tospeak ag ain of the feelin g s of the M ahom edan
population ."The am oun tof disaffection ," they said,"in the M ahom edan population ,
w hich the particularm easure,if carriedin toeffect,m ay produce,is a m atterof opin ion

on w hich the m ean s don otexistof pron oun cin g con fiden tly.The ev il m ay prov e less
than the Courtapprehen d,oritm ay be farg reaterthan they w ouldv en ture topredict.
B utof thisthey are con v in ced,thatev en on the m ostfav orable supposition ,the m easure
w ould be con sidered throug houtIn dia as ev iden ce of the com m en cem en tof a g reat
chan g e in ourpolicy.""The Court,"itw as added,"can n otcon tem plate w ithoutserious
un easin ess the con sequen ces w hich m ay arise from such an im pression ,should itg o
forth g en erally throug houtIn dia— firm ly believ in g thatsuch an actw ould produce a
distrustw hich m an y years of an opposite policy w ould be in sufficien tto rem ov e."

Then , hav in g ag ain en treated m ost earn estly the B oard's recon sideration of their
decision ,they con cludedby sayin g ,thatif they failed,they w ould"still hav e discharg ed
their duty to them selv es,by disclaim in g all respon sibility for a m easure w hich they
reg arded as un just tow ards the in div idual fam ily, g ratuitously offen siv e to an
im portan tportion of our In dian subjects,an d calculated to produce an effecton the
reputation an d in fluen ce of the B ritish Gov ern m en tboth in In dia an d elsew here,such
as they w ould deeply deplore." B utthe lastappeal fell on ston y g roun d.The B oard

w ere obdurate.They deplored the differen ce of opin ion ,accepted the disclaim er,an d,
on the lastday of the year,directed,"accordin g to the pow ers v ested in them by the
law ,"a dispatch tobe sen ttoIn dia in the form settledby the B oard.S oin struction sw ere
sen touttoIn dia,sig n edm in isterially by certain m em bers of the Court,totally opposed
tow hat,asa body,they believ edtobe con sisten tw ith policy an djustice.

O n full con sideration of this correspon den ce,con ducted as itw as,on both sides,w ith
n ocom m on ability,itis difficulttoresistthe con v iction thatboth w ere rig htan d both

w ere w ron g — rig htin w hatthey asserted,w ron g in w hatthey den ied.Itw as,in truth,
buta choice of ev ils thatlay before the double Gov ern m en t;buteach half of iterredin
den yin g the existen ce of the dan g ers asserted by the other.M uch,of course,on both
sides w as con jecture orspeculation ,tobe testedby the g reattouchston e of the Future;
an ditdepen dedon the m ore rapidorthe m ore tardy ripen in g of ev en tson the on e side
or the other to dem on strate the g reater sag acity of the Courtor the B oard.If there
shouldbe n opopularexcitem en tbefore the death of B ehaudurS hah,tom ak e the Kin g

of D elhi,in his g reatpalatial stron g hold,a rallyin g -poin tfor a disaffected people,that
ev en t,follow ed by the abolition of the title an d the rem ov al of the Fam ily from the
P alace,m ig htprov e the soun dn ess of the Court's arg um en ts,by ev ok in g a M ahom edan
outbreak ;but,if there shouldbe a M ahom edan ,oran y otherpopularoutbreak ,durin g
the lifetim e of B ehaudurS hah,itm ig htbe show n ,by the alacrity of the people torally
roun d the old im perial thron e,an d toproclaim ag ain the sov ereig n ty of the H ouse of
Tim our,thatthe apprehen sion s of the B oard had n otbeen m isplaced,an d thatthe
dan g eron w hich they haden larg edw as a real on e.There w as equal force atthe tim e in
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the arg um en ts of both, butthere w as thatin the w om b of the Future w hich w as
destin edtog iv e the v ictory tothe B oard.

L ordD alhousie receiv edthe in struction s bearin g the official sig n atures of the Courtin

the early sprin g of 1850;15 buthe had before learn tin w hata hotbed of con ten tion the
dispatch w as bein g reared, an d w hen itcam e, he w isely hesitated to actupon its
con ten ts. Itis to his hon or that, on full con sideration , he deferred to the opin ion s
expressedby the m ajority of the Court,an dby others n otin the Court,w hose opin ion s
w ere en titled toequal respect."The H on orable Court," he said,"hav e con v eyed tothe
Gov ern or-Gen eral in Coun cil full authority to carry these m easures in to effect.B utI
hav e, for som e tim e past, been m ade aw are throug h differen tchan n els, thatthe
m easures Ihav e thus proposed reg ardin g the thron e of D elhi,hav e n otm etw ith the

con curren ce of authorities in E n g lan dw hose lon g experien ce an dk n ow ledg e of In dian
affairsen title theiropin ion stog reatw eig ht,an dthatm an y there reg ardthe ten den cy of
these proposed m easures w ith an xiety, if n ot w ith alarm ." H e added that, w ith
un feig n ed deferen ce to the opin ion s thus expressed,he still held the sam e v iew s as
before; butthat, althoug h his con v iction s rem ain ed as stron g as ev er, he did n ot
con sider the m easures them selv es to be of such im m ediate urg en cy as to justify his
carryin g them in to effect, "con trary to declared opin ion s of un doubted w eig htan d

authority,or in a m an n er calculated tocreate un easin ess an d doubt." H e w as w illin g ,
therefore, to suspen d action , an d, in the m ean w hile, to in v ite the opin ion s of his
Coun cil,w hich hadn otbeen before recorded.

W hilstthe m ain question s thus in dicated w ere un der con sideration ,an other difficulty
of a person al character arose.The Kin g protested ag ain stthe succession of Fak ir-ood-
deen .S tim ulated by his fav orite w ife,Zeen ut-M ehal,he pleaded earn estly for her son ,
then a boy of elev en .O n e objection w hich he raised to the succession of his eldest

surv iv in g son w as a curious on e.H e saidthatitw as a tradition of his H ouse,sin ce the
tim e of Tim our, thatn o on e w as to siton the thron e w ho had been in an y w ay

15
S om e pow erfulprotestsw ere recorded by m em bersofthe Court— am ong othersby M r.T ucker,then nearly

eighty yearsofage.Inthispaperhesaid:"T hatthey (theDelhifam ily)canbeinduced voluntarily toabandontheir
palace,Icannot,foronem om ent,believe.T he attachm entofthe nativesgenerally tothe seatsoftheirancestors,
how everhum ble,isw ellknow n to allthose w ho know anything ofthe people ofIndia;butin thiscase there are
peculiarcircum stances,the cherished associationsofglory,the m em ory ofpastgrandeur,w hich m ustrenderthe
P alace ofDelhithe objectofattachm entand veneration tothe fallen fam ily.Ifthe objectisto be accom plished,it
m ustbe by the exertion ofm ilitary force,orintim idation disgracefulto any Governm ent,and calculated to bring
odium ontheBritishnam e.""Ihavethehighestrespect,"hesaid,"forthetalents,thegreatacquirem ents,and the
publicspiritofL ord Dalhousie;butIm ustthinkthatanindividual,w ho hasonly com m unicated w ith the people of
Indiathrough an interpreter,cannot have acquired avery intim ate know ledge ofthe character,habits,feelings,
and prejudicesofthe people." T he veteran directorerred,how ever,in m aking lightofthe strength ofDelhiasa
fortified city. "It isnot," he said,"afortressofany strength. It hasbeen repeatedly entered and sacked by
undisciplined hordes.""T here is,in fact,"he continued,"noground furassum ingthatDelhican becom e am ilitary
postofim portance,especially now thatw ehaveadvancedourfrontiertothebanksoftheIndus."
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m utilated;Fak ir-ood-deen had been circum cised,an d,therefore,he w as disqualified.16

The objection w asurg edw ith m uch v ehem en ce,an d,itw asadded,thatFak ir-ood-deen
w as a m an of bad character.The im m ediate effectof these represen tation s w as that
L ord D alhousie determ in ed for a w hile to suspen d official action w ith respectto the

question of succession ,an dtosee w hatcircum stan cesm ig htdev elopin hisfav or.

In the m ean tim e he in v ited the opin ion s of his colleag ues in the S uprem e Coun cil.It
con sisted,atthattim e,of S irFrederick Currie,S irJohn L ittler,an oldCom pan y's officer
of g ood repute,an d M r.John L ow is,a B en g al civ ilian ,blam eless in all official an d
person al relation s,on e of the lig hts of the S erv ice,steady butn otbrillian t.The first
shrew dly observ edthatw e m ig htleav e the choice of a successorun til the Kin g 's death,
w hich could n otbe v ery rem ote,an d thatw e m ig htthen easily m ak e term s w ith,or

im pose con dition s upon ,the accepted can didate,for the ev acuation of the P alace.The
Gen eral look ed doubtfully atthe w hole proposal.H e believ ed thatthe M ahom edan
population of In dia still reg ardedw ith rev eren ce the oldM og ul Fam ily,an dw ouldbe
in cen sedby its hum iliation .H e coun seled,therefore,caution an ddelay,an din the en d
persuasion , n otcom pulsion . B utJohn L ow is laug hed all this to scorn . H e did n ot
believ e thatthe M ahom edan s of In dia cared an ythin g aboutD elhi,or an ythin g about
the Kin g ;an d if they did care,that,he said,w as an addition al reason w hy the title

shouldbe abolished,an dthe P alace v acated,w ith the leastpossible delay.17

The result of these deliberation s w as that a dispatch w as sen t to En g lan d,
recom m en din g thataffairs shouldrem ain un chan g eddurin g the lifetim e of the presen t
Kin g — thatthe P rin ce Fak ir-ood-deen shouldbe ack n ow ledg edassuccessortothe royal
title,butthatadv an tag e should be tak en of the preten sion s of a riv al claim an tto the
titular dig n ity,to obtain the desired con cession s from the ack n ow ledg ed H ead of the
Fam ily— thatin ducem en tsshouldbe heldouttohim toleav e the P alace an dtoreside in

the Kootab,an d that,if n ecessary,this adv an tag e should be purchasedby the g ran tof
an addition al stipen d.

To all the recom m en dation s of the Gov ern or-Gen eral— so far as they con cern this
history— the H om e Gov ern m en tyieldedtheircon sen t.P erm ission w as then g ran tedto

16
T he statem ent w asan exaggerated one— asallthe M ogulEm perors,up to the tim e ofHoom ayoon,w ere

circum cised.Afterthe accession ofthisprince,forreasonsgiven in avery interesting note,at the end ofthe
volum e,furnished by m y learned friend,M oulavee S yud Ahm ed,C.S .I.,therite w asdiscontinued,generally,in the
fam ily.Butforcertainphysicalreasons,anexceptionw asm ade,w ithrespecttoFakir-ood-deen,andZenut-M ehal
seizeduponthepretext.

17
"But,ifthese fearsare not groundless,surely they afford apositive reason fortaking the proposed step,

because theresultanticipated,asitappearstom e,can arise only ifthe M ahom edans(no doubtthem ostrestless
and discontented ofoursubjects)havecontinuedtolookupontherepresentativesoftheHouseofT im ourastheir
naturalhead,and tocountupontheP alaceofDelhiasarallyingpointintheeventofany outbreakam ongstthem .
Ifitbeso,itissurely soundpolicy,onthefirstfavorableopportunity,torem ovethehead,and toputtheprojected
rakingpointintosafehands."
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the D elhi A g en ttom ak e k n ow n toP rin ce Fak ir-ood-deen ,ata con fiden tial in terv iew ,
w hatw ere the in ten tion s an d w ishes of the B ritish Gov ern m en t.A m eetin g ,therefore,
took place betw een the P rin ce an d S ir Thom as M etcalfe; an d the form er expressed
him self, accordin g to official reports, prepared to accede to the w ishes of the

Gov ern m en t,"if in v ested w ith the title of Kin g ,an dperm itted toassum e the extern als
of royalty."A n ag reem en tw as then draw n up,sig n ed,sealed,an d w itn essed,an d the
w ork w as don e.Itw as,doubtless,pleasan ttothe authorities tothin k thatthe heirhad
accededw illin g ly toall the dem an ds m ade upon him .B utthe factis thathe con sen ted
to them w ith in ten se disg ust, an d that throug hout the P alace there w ere g reat
con stern ation an dexcitem en t,an dthatn oon e w as m ore v exedthan the m otherof the
riv al claim an t,Q ueen Zeen ut-M ehal.

Im ustpasshastily ov erthe n exttw oorthree years,durin g w hich the an im ositiesof the
Q ueen D eath of Zeen ut-M ehal,an dof herson ,Jew an B ak ht,con tin uedtofesterun der
the irritation s of a g reatdisappoin tm en t.A n d ere lon g they w ere ag g rav ated by the
thoug htof a n ew g riev an ce;forthe Kin g haden deav oredin v ain toin duce the B ritish
Gov ern m en ttopledg e itself tom ak e tohisfav orites,afterhisdeath,the sam e paym en ts
as he had settled upon them durin g his life.The in trig ues w hich,if successful,w ould
hav e securedtothem som uch atthe expen se of others,altog etherfailed.B utthe Kin g

liv edon — liv edtosurv iv e the heirw hose succession w as sodistasteful tohim .O n the
10th of July,1856,P rin ce Fak ir-ood-deen sudden ly died.Itw as m ore than suspected
thathe had been poison ed.H e w as seized w ith deadly sick n ess an d v om itin g ,after
partak in g of a dish of curry.Extrem e prostration an ddebility en sued,an dalthoug h the
Kin g 's physician ,A hsan -oollah,w as calledin ,he couldorw oulddon othin g torestore
the dyin g P rin ce;an d in a little tim e there w ere lam en tation s in the H eir-A pparen t's
house,an dtidin g sw ere con v eyedtothe P alace thatFak ir-ood-deen w asdead.18

H ow thatn ig htw as spen tin the apartm en ts of Q ueen Zeen ut-M ehal can on ly be
con jectured.Judg ed by its results,itm usthav e been a n ig htof stirrin g in trig ue an d
excited activ ity.For w hen ,on the follow in g day,S ir Thom as M etcalfe w aited on the
Kin g , his M ajesty putin to the han ds of the A g en ta paper con tain in g a ren ew ed
expression of his desire tosee the succession of Jew an B ak htrecog n izedby the B ritish
Gov ern m en t.En closedw as a docum en tpurportin g tocon v ey a requestfrom others of
the Kin g 's son s, thatthe offsprin g of Zeen ut-M ehal, bein g en dow ed w ith "w isdom ,

m erit,learn in g ,an dg oodm an n ers,"shouldtak e the place of the H eir-A pparen t.Eig ht
of the royal prin cesattachedtheirsealstothisaddress.B utthe eldestof the surv iv ors—

18
T he P alace Diary ofthe day says:"Having felt hungry,the P rince im agined that an em pty stom ach prom oted

bile,and partookofsom ebreadw ithcurry gravy,w henim m ediately thevom itingincreased,w hichproduced great
debility.Every rem edy to afford reliefproved ineffective and H.R .H.rapidly sunk.M eerzaElahee Buksh sent for
Hakim Assan-oolahtoprescribe.T heHakim adm inisteredaclyster,w hich,how ever,did nogood.Atsix o'clock,the
Heir-Apparentw asinam oribund state,and im m ediately afterthenoiseoflam entationw asheard inthedirection
ofthe Heir-Apparent'sresidence,and new sw asbrought to the P alace ofH.R H.'sdem ise.HisM ajesty expressed
hissorrow .T heN ew abZeenut-M ehalBegum condoledw ithhisM ajesty."
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M eerza Korash by n am e— n extday presen ted a m em orial of his ow n ,in w hich he set
forth thathis brethren had been in duced to sig n the paper by prom ises of in creased
m on ey-allow an ces from the Kin g ,if they con sen ted,an ddepriv ation of in com e if they
refused. A n effortalso w as m ade to bribe M eerza Korash in to acquiescen ce. H e

professed all filial loyalty to the Kin g ; declared his w illin g n ess to accede, as H eir-
A pparen t,tosuch term s as the Kin g m ig htsug g est;butw hen he foun dthathis father,
in stig atedby the Q ueen Zeen ut-M ehal,w asben ton settin g him aside altog ether,he felt
thatthere w as n othin g leftforhim butan appeal tothe B ritish Gov ern m en t."A s in this
v iew ," he w rote to the B ritish A g en t,"m y ruin an d birthrig htare in v olv ed,Ideem it
propertorepresen tm y case,hopin g thatin yourreportdue reg ardw ill be hadtoall the
abov e circum stan ces.B esides bein g sen ior,Ihav e accom plisheda pilg rim ag e toM ecca,
an d hav e learn ed by heartthe Koran ;an d m y further attain m en ts can be tested in an

in terv iew ."

B y this tim e L ord Can n in g had succeeded to the Gov ern or-Gen eralship,an d a n ew
Coun cil satbeside v iew s of him .The w hole question of the D elhisuccession ,therefore,
w as con sidered an d debated by m en un in fluen ced by an y foreg on e expression s of
opin ion .In truth,the question w as n ota difficulton e.The course w hich L ordD alhousie
m ean ttopursue w as apparen tly the w isestcourse;althoug h he had erredin believ in g

thatthe M ahom edan s of Upper In dia had n olin g erin g affection forthe sov ereig n ty of
the H ouse of D elhi;an d n otless in supposin g thatthe rem ov al of the Kin g an d the
Royal Fam ily from the P alace in the city w ouldn otbe pain ful an dhum iliatin g tothem .
B ut,w ith laudable forbearan ce,he hadyieldedtothe opin ion s of others,ev en w ith the
com m ission in hishan dstoexecute hisorig in al desig n s.L ordCan n in g ,therefore,foun d
the D elhi question un settled an d un determ in ed in m an y of the m ostessen tial poin ts.
B rin g in g a n ew eye tothe con tem plation of the g reatdan g eran dthe g reatabom in ation
of the D elhi P alace,he saw both,perhaps,ev en in larg er dim en sion s than they had

presen ted tothe eye of his predecessor.H e did n ot,therefore,hesitate toadoptas his
ow n the v iew s w hich L ord D alhousie hadrecorded w ith respecttothe rem ov al of the
Fam ily on the death of B ehaudur S hah."Itis as desirable as ev er," he w rote,"thatthe
P alace of D elhi— w hich is,in fact,the citadel of a larg e fortified tow n ,an d urg en tly
required for m ilitary purposes— should be in the han ds of the Gov ern m en tof the
coun try, an d that the pern icious priv ileg e of exem ption from the law , w hich is
con ceded to the Crow n con n ection s an d depen dan ts of the Kin g n ow con g reg ated

there,should,in the in terests of m orality an dg oodg ov ern m en t,cease."Itw as scarcely
possible,in deed,thatm uch differen ce of opin ion could obtain am on g statesm en w ith
respecttothe political an d m ilitary expedien cy of placin g this g reatfortifiedbuildin g ,
w hich dom in atedthe city of D elhi,in the secure possession of B ritish troops;n orcould
there be an y doubtin the m in dof a Christian m an that,in the in terests of hum an ity,w e
w ere boun d topull dow n all those screen s an d fen ces w hich had solon g shutoutthe
abom in ation s of the P alace from the lig htof day,an dexcludedfrom its m urk y recesses
the sav in g processesof the law .
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B utthe extin ction of the titular sov ereig n ty w as still an open question .L ord Can n in g
had spen ton ly a few m on ths in In dia, an d those few m on ths had been passed in
Calcutta.H e had n o person al k n ow ledg e of the feelin g s of the prin ces or people of
UpperIn dia;buthe readin the m in utes of precedin g m em bers of the Gov ern m en tthat

the tradition s of the H ouse of Tim ourhadbecom e fain tin m en 's m in ds,if they hadn ot
been w holly effaced;an d he arg ued thatif there w as force in this w hen w ritten ,there
m ustbe g reaterforce aftera lapse of years,as there w as an in ev itable ten den cy in tim e
to obliterate such m em ories. "The reason s," he said, "w hich in duced a chan g e of
purpose in 1850 are n otfully on record;19 butw hatev erthey m ay hav e been ,the course
of tim e has assuredly stren g then ed the arg um en ts by w hich the firstin ten tion s w ere
supported,an d possibly has rem ov ed the objection to it." H e further arg ued thatas
m uch hadalready been don e tostripthe m ock m ajesty of D elhiof the purple an dg old

w ith w hich ithad on ce been bedizen ed— thatas firston e priv ileg e an d then an other,
w hich hadpam peredthe pride of the descen dan ts of Tim or,hadbeen torn from them ,
there couldbe little difficulty in puttin g the fin ishin g strok e tothe w ork by abolishin g
the k in g ly title on the death of B ehaudurS hah."The presen ts,"he said,"w hich w ere at
on e tim e offered tothe Kin g by the Gov ern or-Gen eral an d Com m an der-in -Chief hav e
been discon tin ued.The priv ileg e of a coin ag e carryin g his m ark is n ow den iedtohim .
The Gov ern or-Gen eral's seal n olon g erbearsa dev ice of v assalag e;an dev en the N ativ e

chiefs hav e been prohibited from usin g on e. It has been determ in ed that these
appearan ces of subordin ation an ddepen den ce couldn otbe k eptupcon sisten tly w ith a
due respectforthe real an dsolidpow erof the B ritish Gov ern m en t,an dthe sam e m ay
be said of the title of Kin g of D elhi,w ith the fiction of param oun tsov ereig n ty w hich
attaches to it....To recog n ize the title of Kin g ,an d a claim to the extern al m ark s of
royalty in a n ew person , w ould be an act purely v olun tary on the part of the
Gov ern m en tof In dia,an d quite un called for.M oreov er,itw ould n otbe accepted as a
g race or fav or by an y butthe in div idual him self.B ut," added the Gov ern or-Gen eral,

"w hatev er be the deg ree of ran k in herited,the heirw hom in rig htan dcon sisten cy the
Gov ern m en tm ustrecog n ize, is the eldestsurv iv in g son of the Kin g , P rin ce M irza
M ahom edKorash,w hohasn oclaim sfrom early rem in iscen cestosee the un real dig n ity
of hisH ouse sustain edforan otherg en eration in hisow n person ."

The policy tobe observ edhav in g thusbeen determ in ed,the Gov ern or-Gen eral,w ith the
full con curren ce of his Coun cil, proceeded to issue defin ite in struction s for the

g uidan ce of hisA g en t.The substan ce of them isthusstated:

1. S houlditbe n ecessary tosen da reply tothe Kin g 's letter,the A g en tm ust
in form his M ajesty that the Gov ern or-Gen eral can n ot san ction the
recog n ition of M irza Jew an B ak htassuccessor.

19
T hatis,noton record in Indis.T he reasonsare fully stated above;butL ord Canning apparently did notknow

thatthe"Court'sdispatch"w asreally nottheirdispatchatall.
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2 M irza M ahom edKorash m ustn otbe ledtoexpectthathisrecog n ition w ill
tak e place on the sam e term s as Fak ir-ood-deen 's,an d thatdurin g the
Kin g 's lifetim e n ocom m un ication is tobe m ade,either tohis M ajesty,or
toan y otherm em berof the fam ily,touchin g the succession .

3 O n the Kin g 'sdem ise,P rin ce M irza M ahom edKorash shouldbe in form ed
thatGov ern m en trecog n ize him as the head of the fam ily upon the sam e
con dition s as those accorded to P rin ce M irza Fak ir-ood-deen ,exceptin g
that,in steadof the title of Kin g ,he shouldbe desig n atedan dhav e the title
of S hahzada,an d thatthis com m un ication should be m ade tohim n otin
the w ay of w ritin g ,n eg otiation ,orbarg ain in g ,w hich itisn otthe in ten tion
of the Gov ern or-Gen eral in Coun cil toadm it,butas the declaration of the

m ature an dfixeddeterm in ation of the Gov ern m en tof In dia.

4. A reportto be m ade of the n um ber of the priv ileg ed residen ts in the
P alace; to how m an y the priv ileg e w ould exten d, if the son s an d
g ran dson s, but n o m ore distan t relativ es of an y form er Kin g w ere
adm ittedtoit.

5. The sum of fifteen thousan d rupees per m en sem from the fam ily stipen d
tobe fixedasthe future assig n m en tof the heirof the fam ily."

S uch,as represen ted by official docum en ts— such as they w ere then k n ow n to L ord
Can n in g --w ere the state an dprospectsof the D elhiFam ily atthe close of the year1856.
B utthere w as som ethin g besides reserv ed for later rev elation to the En g lish ruler,
w hich m ay be recordedin this place.The Kin g ,strick en in years,w ouldhav e been w ell
con ten ttoen d his days in quietude an d peace.B utthe restless In trig uin g spiritof the

Q ueen Zeen ut-M ehal w ouldn otsufferthe ag edm on arch todrow se outthe rem ain der
of his days.S he n ev er ceased to clin g to the hope thatshe m ig htstill liv e to see the
recog n ition of herson as Kin g of D elhi,an dshe n ev erceasedtoin trig ue,athom e an d
abroad, by the lig htof thatpole-star of her am bition , O n e im pedim en thad been
rem ov ed by death.A n other m ig htbe rem ov ed in the sam e w ay.A n d if the B ritish
Gov ern m en tw ould n otfav or the claim s of Jew an B ak ht,other pow erful Gov ern m en ts
m ig htbe in ducedtoholdouttohim a helpin g han d.Itw as stated afterw ards thatthe

Kin g hadn ev erresen tedthe determ in ation toexclude the D elhiFam ily from the P alace,
as the exclusion w ould n otaffecthim self,an d he had W )care for the in terests of his
successor. B ut it has been show n that Q ueen Zeen ut-M ehal w as loud in her
lam en tation s w hen itw as k n ow n thatFak ir-ood-deen had surren dered this an cien t
priv ileg e; for althoug h she hated the recog n ized heir, she k n ew thathe w as n ot
im m ortal; an d chan g es of Gov ern m en t, m oreov er, m ig htbeg etchan g es of opin ion .
There w as still hope of the succession of Jew an B ak htsolon g as the oldKin g liv ed;an d
therefore she desired tom ain tain all the priv ileg es of the Kin g ship un im paired tothe

lastpossible m om en tof doubtan dexpectan cy.



A History of the Sepoy War in India. 1857-1858 - Volume II , Copyright © www.sanipanhwar.com 19

M ean w hile,the youth in w hom all these hopes cen tered,w as g row in g upw ith a bitter
hatred of the En g lish in his heart.The w isdom ,the learn in g ,the g ood m an n ers of the
H eir-expectan tw ere ev in cedby the pertin acity w ith w hich he w as con tin ually spittin g

his v en om atthe En g lish.H e did n othesitate to say,ev en in the presen ce of B ritish
subjects,that"in a shorttim e he w ould hav e all the En g lish un der his feet."20 B uthis
courag e w as n otequal to his bittern ess;for if he w ere ask ed w hathe m ean tby such
lan g uag e,he w ouldan sw erthathe m ean tn othin g .H e w as"on ly in sport."H e hadbeen
for years pastim bibin g this v en om in the Zenana,un der the traitorous tuition of his

m other,an dhe w asev eran xioustospititout,especially in the presen ce of w om en .

Tow hatexten tthe in trig ues thus m aturedin the Q ueen 's apartm en ts m ay,by the help

of her ag en ts,hav e been m ade to ram ify beyon d the P alace w alls,itis n oteasy to
con jecture.There is n o proof thatin or aboutD elhi the question of succession w as
reg ardedw ith an y in terestby the people.Itlittle m atteredtothem w hetheron e P rin ce
or an other w ere recog n ized as the head of the Fam ily an d the recipien tof the lion 's
share of the pen sion .If attem pts w ere m ade to excite the popular feelin g to m an ifest
itself on the side of Jew an B ak ht,they w ere clearly a failure.B utthere is atleastsom e
reason tothin k thatthe em issaries of the P alace had been assiduous in their efforts to

stirin toa blaze the shoulderin g fires of M ahom edan zeal,an dtoexcite v ag ue hopes of
som e g reatA v atarfrom the N orth-W est,w hich w ouldrestore the fallen fortun es of the
H ouse of D elhi,an d g iv e ag ain tothe M ahom edan s of In dia the w ealth an d hon or of
w hich they hadbeen depriv edby the usurpation of the En g lish.

S oithappen ed thatas the n ew yearadv an cedthere w as un w on tedexcitem en tam on g
the M ahom edan s of D elhi. The N ativ e n ew spapers teem ed w ith v ag ue hin ts of a
som ethin g com in g thatw as toproduce g reatchan g es,resultin g in the subv ersion of the

pow er of the En g lish.Exag g erated stories of the P ersian w ar,an d m ostm en dacious
statem en ts of rev erses sustain ed by the En g lish,w ere freely circulated an d v olubly
discussed.A ton e tim e itw as said thatthe P ersian s had com e dow n toA ttock ,an d at
an other thatthey w ere in full m arch throug h the B olan P ass.Then itw as alleg ed that
the real history of the w ar w as,thatthe S hah of P ersia had for fiv e g en eration s been
accum ulatin g m un ition s of w aran dheapin g uptreasure forthe purpose of con querin g
In dia,an d thatthe tim e had n ow com e for action .Russia,itw as said,had placed its

im m en se resources freely atthe disposal of the S hah.A thoroug hly appoin tedarm y of

20
S ee the evidence ofM rs.Flem ing,an English sergeant'sw ife,w ho thusrecitesan incidentw hich occurred on

theoccasionofavisitpaidby hertotheQ ueenZeenut-M ehal:"Iw assittingdow nw ithhissister-in-law ,and Jaw an
Baklit w asstanding by w ith hisw ife.M y ow n daughter,M rs.S cully,w asalso present.Iw astalking w ith Jaw an
Baklit'ssister-in-law ,w hen M rs.S cully said to m e,M other,do you hearw hat thisyoung rascalissaying? He is
telling m e that in ashort tim e he w illhave allthe infidelEnglish underhisfeet,and afterthat he w illkillthe
Hindus.'HearingthisIturned round to Jaw an Baktit,and asked him ,'W hatisthatyou are saying?'He replied that
hew asonly joking.Isaid ifw hat,you threatenw eretobetheease,yourhead w ould betakenofffirst.Iletold m e
thatthe P ersiansw ere corningto Delhi,and thatw hen they did so,w e,thatis,m yselfand daughter,should go to
him ,and hew ouldsaveus.Afterthisheleftus.Ithinkthism usthaveoccurred aboutthem iddleofApril,1857."
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n early half a m illion of m en ,w ith im m en se supplies of m ilitary stores,hadbeen sen tto
the aid of P ersia;an d if the reg ular m ilitary forces of the Czar w ere n otsufficien t,a
larg e con tin g en tof Russian police w ould be sen tto rein force them .There w ere eag er
speculation s, too, as to the course thatw ould be adopted by the Fren ch an d the

O ttom an Gov ern m en ts."M ostpeople,"itw asdeclaredin a N ativ e n ew spaper,rejoicin g
in the n am e of the "A uthen ticN ew s,""say thatthe Kin g of Fran ce an dthe Em perorof
Turk ey w ill both side w ith the P ersian s."A n ditw as addedthatthe Russian s w ere the
real cause of the w ar;for,"usin g the P ersian s as a cloak ,they in ten d to con sum m ate
theirow n desig n s by the con questof H in dostan ."O therw riters affirm edthatalthoug h
D ostM ahom ed,A m eer of Caubul,preten ded tobe the frien d of the En g lish,an d took
their m on ey an d their arm s,he w as prepared to turn both ag ain stthe in fidels an d to
castin his lotw ith P ersia.A lik e in the B azaars an d in the L in es— in the shops of the

m on ey-chan g ers an d in the v estibules of the P alace— these stories excited v ag ue
sen sation s of w on der an d of aw e,w hich w ere stren g then ed by the circulation of the
prophecy,w hich took differen tshapes,butpoin tedin all tothe sam e result,thatw hen
the En g lish had ruled in In dia for a hun dred years they w ould be driv en out,an d a
N ativ e dyn asty restored.21

Thatthe Kin g w as in trig uin g w ith the S hah of P ersia w as reported in the m on th of

M arch to the L ieuten an t-Gov ern or of the N orth-W estern P rov in ces by a N ativ e
correspon den t, w ho added: "In the P alace, butm ore especially in the portion of it
con stitutin g the person al apartm en ts of the Kin g ,the subjectof con v ersation ,n ig htan d
day,is the early arriv al of the P ersian s.22 H assan A sk ari23 has,m oreov er,im pressedthe
Kin g w ith the belief thathe has learn ed,throug h a div in e rev elation ,thatthe dom in ion

21
S ee thefollow ing,w ritten by S irJam esO utram inJanuary,1855:"W hatam azingstatem entsand opinionsone

bearsbothinIndiaand in England.W hatcan bem oreridiculousthan the cry thattherebellion w ascaused by the
annexation ofO ude,orthat.it w assolely am ilitary m utiny?" [T hisit should be observed,isaddressed to M r.
M angles.] "O ursoldiershave deserted theirstandardsand foughtagainst us,butrebellion did not originate w ith
the S epoya.T he rebellion w asseton footby the M oham edans,and thatlong before w e rescued O ude from her
oppressors. It hasbeen ascertained that prior to that M ussulm an fanaticstraversed the laud,rem inding the
faithfulthatithad beenforetold inprophecy thataforeignnationw ould ruleinIndiaahundredyears,afterw hich
the true believersw ould regain theirascendancy.W hen the century elapsed,the M ussulinansdid theirbest to
establish the truth oftheirprophet'sdeclaration,and induced the Hindoo S epoys,ever,asyou know ,the m ost
credulousand silly ofm ankind,to raise the green standard,and forsw eartheirallegiance,on the ground thatw e
had determ ined tom akethew holeofIndiainvoluntary convertstoChristianity."Astothetextoftheprediction,a
native new spaper,citingitasthe prophecy ofthe "revered saintS hah M am at-oollah,"putsitin these w ords,the
originalofw hich are in verse:"Afterthe fire-w orshippersand Christiansshallhave held sw ay overthe w hole of
Hindostan forahundred years,and w hen injustice and oppression shallprevailin theirGovernm ent,an Arab
princeshallbeborn,w how illrideforthtrium phantly toslay them ."

22
Itw asstated,how ever,inevidenceontheKing'strial,thatthew arw ithP ersiahadexcited very littleinterestin

the P alace.Assan-oolah,the King'sphysician,said,thatthe native new spapers,com ing into the P alace,reported
theprogressofthew ar,butthat"theKingneverseem ed toevinceany m arkedinterestonew ay ortheother."

23
T hism an w asaM ahom edan P riestofthe Hereditary P riesthood w ho dw eltnearthe DelhiGate ofthe P alace,

and w aseveractiveinencouragingintriguesw ithP ersia.
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of the Kin g of P ersia w ill to a certain ty exten d to D elhi,or rather ov er the w hole of
H in dustan ,an d thatthe splen dor of the sov ereig n ty of D elhi w ill ag ain rev iv e,as the
sov ereig n of P ersia w ill bestow the crow n upon the Kin g .Throug houtthe P alace,but
particularly tothe Kin g ,thisbelief hasbeen the cause of g reatrejoicin g ,som uch so,that

prayers are offered an d v ow s are m ade,w hilst,atthe sam e tim e,H assan A sk ari has
en teredupon the daily perform an ce,atan houran da half before sun set,of a course of
propitiatory cerem on ies toexpedite the arriv al of the P ersian s an dthe expulsion of the
Christian s."

This w arn in g w as of course disreg arded.A rootedcon fiden ce in ourow n stren g th an d
security,an d a haug hty con tem ptfor the m achin ation s of others,w as atthattim e a
con dition of En g lish statesm an ship.Itw asthe rule— an dIfearthatitisstill the rule— in

such a case to discern on ly the exag g eration s an d absurdities w ith w hich such
statem en ts are crustedov er.The B ritish officertow hom such rev elation s are m ade sees
ata g lan ce all thatis preposterous an d im possible in them ;an d he dism isses them as
m ere follies.H e w ill n otsuffer him self tosee thatthere m ay be g rav e an d sig n ifican t
truths ben eath the outer crust of w ild exag g eration . W hen , therefore, L ieuten an t-
Gov ern or Colv in receiv ed the letter an n oun cin g thatthe Kin g of D elhi w as in trig uin g
w ith the S hah of P ersia,an dthatthe latterw ouldere lon g restore the m on archy of the

M og ul,he laug hedthe absurdity toscorn ,an dpig eon -holeditam on g the curiosities of
his adm in istration .H e didn otcon siderthatthe sim ple factof such a belief bein g rife in
D elhi an d the n eig hborhood w as som ethin g n otto be disreg arded.Itin reality v ery
little m attered w hether the Kin g of D elhi an d the S hah of P ersia w ere or w ere n otin
com m un ication w ith each other,solon g as the M ahom edan s of Upper In dia believ ed
thatthey w ere.Itis the state of feelin g en g en deredby such a belief,n otthe factitself,
that is really sig n ifican t an d im portan t. B ut there is n othin g in w hich En g lish
statesm an ship in In dia fails m ore eg reg iously than in this in capacity to discern , or

un w illin g n ess to recog n ize, the prev ailin g sen tim en ts of the people by w hom our
statesm en are surroun ded.The letter sen tto the L ieuten an t-Gov ern or of the N orth-
W estern P rov in cesw asproduced,ata laterperiod,asstron g ev iden ce of the g uiltof the
Kin g of D elhi;butthe recorded history of this docum en tis,thatitw as "foun d am on g
the papersof the late M r.Colv in ."

The story of the correspon den ce betw een the Kin g of D elhian dthe S hah of P ersia w as

n ota m ere fable.A uthen tic record of such tran saction s is rarely to be obtain ed,an d
history m ust, therefore, fall back upon ev iden ce w hich m ay n ot be altog ether
con clusiv e.The facts,how ev er,appear to be these.24 The pow er of M ahom edan ism is
g reatly w eak en ed by sectarian div ision s.A Soonee hates a Sheeah, or a Sheeah hates a
Soonee, alm ostas m uch as either hates a Christian .The Kin g of D elhi w as a Soonee,
w hilstthe Kin g of O ude an d the S hah of P ersia w ere Sheeahs.N ow ,ithappen ed that

24
T hey are m ainly derived from m ost the evidence ofAssan-oolah,the King'sphysician,ofallthe w itnesseson

thetrialofBehaudurS hahtheaccurateandtrustw orthy.Iseenoreasontoquestionhisstatem ents.
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w hilstB ehaudur S hah w as in g reattribulation because he could n otpersuade the
En g lish Gov ern m en ttog ratify the cherishedw ishesof hisfav orite w ife,he w asm in ded
tobecom e a Sheeah. There w ere som e m em bers of his fam ily settledin O ude,w how ere

alsoof thispersuasion .W hetherby in v itation ,orw hetherof hisow n m otion ,is n otv ery

apparen t,buton e of them ,the Kin g 's n ephew ,M eerza H yderby n am e,accom pan iedby
a brother,v isited his M ajesty atD elhi,an d carried back on his return tidin g s thatthe
g reatchan g e had been effected,an d thatthe M og ul soug httobe adm itted w ithin the
pale of the Sheeah relig ion .This m an w as k n ow n in the D elhiP alace as on e rejoicin g in

in trig ue.Itcould n othav e been difficulttopersuade the old Kin g thatthe factof his
con v ersion m ig htbe turn edtog oodaccoun t,an dthatif n othin g else w ouldcom e of it,
it.w ouldm ak e the S hah of P ersia an d the Kin g of O ude m ore w illin g toassisthim in
the troubles an dperplexitiesby w hich he w assurroun ded.Itis probable thathe hadn o

v ery clear n otion of w hatm ig htcom e of such an allian ce— n ov ery stron g hope thatit
w ould en d in the ov erthrow of the En g lish— buthe w as readily persuaded toaddress
letterstothe Kin g of P ersia,an dtodispatch them secretly by con fiden tial ag en ts.

A n d this w as don e before the em issaries from L uck n ow had tak en their departure.
There is a suspicion alsothathe sen tletters toRussia;but.,if he did,in all probability
they n ev erreachedtheirdestin ation .There w as,how ev er,from thattim e a v ag ue belief

in the P alace thatboth the P ersian s an dthe Russian s w ere com in g tothe deliv eran ce of
the Kin g ,an d thatere lon g he w ould ag ain he surroun ded by all the splen dor that
irradiatedthe M og ul thron e in the m eridian of itsg lory.

These in trig ues,w hatev er their im portan ce,w ere w ell k n ow n in D elhi in the early
m on ths of 1857;an d the im pression w hich they produced on the m in ds of the people
w as stren g then ed by the sig htof a proclam ation w hich w as posted on the Jum m a
M usjeed in the m iddle of the m on th of M arch.This proclam ation ,purportin g tohav e

been issuedby the Kin g of P ersia,setforth thata P ersian arm y w as com in g torelease
In dia from the g rasp of the En g lish,an dthatitbehoov edall true M ahom edan s tog ird
up theirloin s resolutely,an dtofig htag ain stthe un believ ers.25 The n am e of M ahom ed
S adik w as attachedtoit;butn on e k n ew w hohe w as.In outw ardappearan ce itw asbut
an in sig n ifican taffair;thoug h itbore rude illustration s represen tin g a sw ord an d a
shield,itdoes n otappear to hav e produced an y g reatexcitem en tin D elhi,an d the
atten tion w hich itattractedw asshort-liv ed,forthe paper,afterthe lapse of a few hours,

w as torn dow n by order of the m ag istrate.B utthe N ativ e n ew spapers published the

25
It isw ellknow n that acopy of aproclam ation addressed to M ahom edansgenerally,urging aw ar of

exterm inationagainsttheEnglish,w asfoundinthetentoftheP ersianprinceatM ohutnrah,aftertheengagem ent
w hichtookplacethereinthespringof1857.T herew asnospecialreferenceinthisdocum enttotherestorationof
the Delhisovereignty;itcalled upon "the old and the young,the sm alland the great,the w ise and the ignorant,
therootand thesepoy,allw ithoutexceptiontoariseindefenceoftheorthodox faithoftheP rophet."Afterw ards
itw asfrankly acknow ledged by the P ersianGovernm entthatthey had attem pted to create adiversion againstus
inIndia— suchexpedientsbeingallfairinw ar.
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substan ce of the proclam ation 26,accom pan yin g itw ith v ag ue an d m ysterious hin ts,or
w ith obscure com m en ts,obv iously in ten ded,in som e in stan ces,tobe readin a con trary
sen se.There w as in these effusion s hostility to the B ritish Gov ern m en t— buthostility
driv en by feartow alk w arily.A m big uous,en ig m atical lan g uag e suitedthe occasion .It

w as statedthata com m un ication hadbeen addressedtothe m ag istrate,in form in g him
thatin the course of a few w eek s Cashm ere w ouldbe tak en ;the in ten tbein g ,itis said,
tosig n ify thatthe Cashm ere Gate of D elhiw ouldbe in the han ds of the en em ies of the
B ritish Gov ern m en t. There w as plain ly a v ery excited state of public feelin g about
D elhi.The excitem en tw as,doubtless,fom en tedby som e in m ates of the P alace;an dthe
Kin g 's Guards con v ersed w ith the S epoys of the Com pan y,an d the talk w as still of a
som ethin g com in g . B utB ehaudur S hah,in the sprin g of 1857,w as n ev er roused to
en erg etic action .M uch w as don e in his n am e of w hich he k n ew n othin g ,an d m uch

besides w hich he w eak ly suffered.A n d as,in thatm on th of M ay,n ew s cam e from
M eerutthatthere w as g reatexcitem en tam on g the soldiery,an d som e of the N ativ e
officers atD elhiw ere sum m on edtotak e partin the g reaton com in g trial,those w hosat
atthe Kin g 's door talk ed freely aboutthe rev oltof the N ativ e arm y, an d in the
v estibules of the P alace itw as proclaim ed thatthe dyn asty of the M og uls w ould soon
be restored,an d thatall the hig h offices of S tate w ould be held by the people of the
coun try.27

26
S ee evidence ofS irT heophilusM etcalfe.It w asstated,how ever,in the N ative papers,that the proclam ation

w aspostedupinthestreetsandlanesofthecity.

27
M okund L al,the King'ssecretary,said:"Idon't know w hetherany direct proposalscam e to the prisoner,but

the King'spersonalattendants,sitting about the entrance to hisprivate apartm ents,used to converse am ong
them selves,and say thatvery soon,alm ostim m ediately,thearm y w ould revoltand com etothepalace,w henthe
Governm ent of the King w ould be re-established,and allthe old servantsw ould be greatly prom oted and
advancedinpositionandem olum ents."
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CHAPTER II

STATE OF THE THIRD CAVALRY - THE COURT OF INQUIRY - THE
COURT MARTIAL - IMPRISONMENT OF THE EIGHTY-FIVE - THE

TENTH OF MAY - RELEASE OF THE PRISONERS - GENERAL
REVOLT OF THE SEPOYS - IN-ACTIVITIES OF THE EUROPEAN

TROOPS - ESCAPE OF THE MUTINEERS - QUESTION OF
RESPONSIBILITY CONSIDERED.

W H IL S T the v ag ue feelin g of excitem en tabov e described w as g atherin g stren g th an d
con sisten cy atD elhi,an d the "som ethin g com in g " appeared to be approachin g n earer
an dn earer,ev en ts w ere dev elopin g them selv es in the g reatm ilitary station of M eerut,

thirty m iles distan t,w hich w ere destin edtoprecipitate a m ore m om en tous crisis in the
im perial city than hadbeen an ticipatedby the in m ates of the P alace.The N ativ e troops
atthatg reatH ead-Q uarters station w ere sm olderin g in torebellion ,an dthe S epoy W ar
w as about to com m en ce. The brief teleg raphic story already recorded, w hen it
expan dedin todetailedproportion s,took thisdisastrousshape.

The ThirdReg im en tof N ativ e Cav alry w as com m an dedby Colon el Carm ichael S m yth.
H e hadg raduatedin the reg im en t,an dhadseen som e serv ice w ith it,buthe hadn ev er

earn edthe en tire con fiden ce of officersorm en .H e w as n otw an tin g in in tellig en ce orin
zeal,buthe lack edtem peran ddiscretion ,an dthe un question able hon esty of his n ature
w as of thatquerulous,irritable castw hich m ak es a m an often un charitable an dalw ays
un popular.H e had a quick eye for blots of ev ery k in d;an d,bein g m uch addicted to
n ew spaper-w ritin g ,seldom failed to m ak e them k n ow n to the public.N obody k n ew
betterthan Colon el S m yth thatthe B en g al A rm y w as hov erin g on the brin k of m utin y.
H e had,in the earlier partof the year,v isited the g reatfair atH urdw ar,w here the

disaffection of the N in eteen th Reg im en thadbeen freely discussed.H e had afterw ards
g on e to M ussooree,w here he learn tfrom day to day w hatw as passin g atUm ballah,
an d he w as so im pressed by w hathe heard respectin g the g en eral state of the S epoy
reg im en tsan dtheirreadin essforrev olt,thathe hadw ritten tothe Com m an der-in -Chief
to in form him of the dan g erous state of the A rm y.B utw hen the g en eral order w en t
forth thatthe m en w ere n olon g ertobite the cartridg es,Colon el S m yth thoug htthatthe
opportun ity w ason e of w hich he shouldav ail him self toallay the excitem en tin hisow n
reg im en t,an dhe therefore heldthe parade of the 24th of A pril,w ith results w hich hav e

been already described.

N otso thoug htthe officer com m an din g the M eerutdiv ision of the A rm y. Gen eral
H ew ittw asan oldCom pan y'sofficer,w hohadrisen tohig h ran k by the slow processof
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reg im en tal an darm y prom otion ,an dw hoin quiettim es m ig hthav e drow sedthroug h
the years of his em ploym en t on the S taff w ithout m an ifestin g an y rem ark able
in capacity for com m an d.The burden of n early sev en ty years w as ag g rav ated by the
obesity of his fram e an d the in ertn ess of his A pril,habits.B uthe w as a k in d-hearted,

hospitable m an ,lik ed by all,an d by som e respected.Itw as his desire to k eep thin g s
quiet,an d,if possible,to m ak e them pleasan t.H e lam en ted,therefore,thatColon el.
S m yth had m ade thatcrucial experim en tupon the fidelity of his reg im en tw hich had
resultedin open m utin y."O h!w hy didyou hav e a parade?"he saidtothe Colon el."M y
div ision hask eptquiet,an dif you hadon ly w aitedan otherm on th orso,all w ouldhav e
blow n ov er."

Itw as n ecessary,how ev er,after w hathad occurred,in an official poin tof v iew todo

som ethin g .In quiry.S ohe ordereda N ativ e Courtof In quiry tobe assem bled.The Court
w as com posed of six m em bers,four of w hom w ere N ativ e officers of the In fan try an d
tw oN ativ e officers of the Cav alry.The w itn esses exam in ed,in cludin g those w hohad
m an ufactured an d serv edoutthe cartridg es,said thatthere w as n othin g objection able
in them — n othin g thatcouldoffen dthe relig ious scruples of H in dooorM ahom edan —
n othin g thatin an y w ay differed from the com position of the cartridg es w hich the
S epoys had been usin g for years.The oldesttroopers in the reg im en t,H in doo an d

M ahom edan ,w ere exam in ed;butthey couldg iv e n osatisfactory accoun tof the causes
of alarm an ddisaffection in the reg im en t.They couldon ly say thata g en eral im pression
of im purity existed.O n e M ussulm an trooper,w ith m uch in solen ce of m an n er,blustered
out,"Ihav e doubts aboutthe cartridg es.They m ay look exactly lik e the old on es,but
how do Ik n ow thatpig 's fathas n otbeen sm eared ov er them ?" B utthe n extw itn ess
w how asexam in ed— a H in doo— took on e of the cartridg esin tohishan dan dhan dledit
freely,to show thatin his eyes there w as n othin g offen siv e in the n ew am m un ition .
A ltog ether,the Courtof In quiry elicited n othin g .Itdealtw ith m aterial facts,w hich

w ere w ell k n ow n before.B utitw as n otthe palpable,butthe im palpable— a v ag ue an d
v oiceless idea— thathad driv en the reg im en tto m utin y. Thatw hich the troopers
dreaded w as n otpollution , butopin ion . They w ere troubled, n otby an y fear of
desecration to their faith or of in jury to their caste,butby the thoug htof w hattheir
com rades w ould say of them . In a m ilitary sen se, in an official sen se, all this w as
un reason able in the extrem e;butev ery m an feltin his in m ostheartm ore than he could
explain in in tellig ible w ords, an d the shadow of a g reatfear w as upon him , m ore

terrible foritsin distin ctn ess.

The proceedin g s of the Courtof In quiry w ere sen tto H ead-Q uarters;an d w hilstthe
orders of the Com m an der-in -Chief w ere aw aited,the Eig hty-fiv e w ere dism issedfrom
duty,an dordered toabide in their L in es.There w as,then ,fora little space,a fev erof
expectan cy.W hatm eetin g s,an dcon spiracies,an doath-tak in g s there m ay hav e been in
the S epoys'quarter durin g thatlon g w eek of w aitin g ,can be on ly dim ly con jectured;
buton e form of expression ,in w hich their feelin g s declared them selv es,w as paten tto

all.Itw as w ritten in characters of fire,an d blazed outof the dark n ess of the n ig ht..
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From the v eran dahs of their houses the European officers saw these sig n ifican t
illum in ation s,an d k n ew w hatthey porten ded.The burn in g s had com m en ced on the
ev en in g precedin g the fatal parade of the 24th of A pril,w hen an em pty hospital had
been fired.28 Then follow ed a m ore expressiv e con flag ration .The house of a S epoy

n am edB ridg e-M ohun S in g h,w hohadbeen the firsttopractice the n ew m ode of usin g
the cartridg es,w as burn tdow n .This m an (the son of a pig -k eeper),w ho had been
dism issed from an In fan try reg im en tan d im prison ed for theft,had en listed un der a
n ew n am e in the Third Cav alry,an d had m an ag ed so to in g ratiate him self w ith the
Com m an din g O fficer,thathe w as seldom absen tfrom the Colon el's bun g alow .Tothe
w hole reg im en t, an d especially to its hig h-caste m en , this w as an offen ce an d an
abom in ation ,an d n othin g could m ore clearly in dicate the feelin g in the L in es of the
Third than the factthatthis m an 's house w as burn tdow n by the troopers of his ow n

reg im en t.

In the bun g alow s alsoof the European residen ts,durin g this firstw eek of M ay,there
w as m uch excitem en t an d discussion . There w as plain ly a v ery disag reeable
en tan g lem en tof ev en ts outof w hich itw as n oteasy to see the w ay,an d people said
freely thatitoug htn ev ertohav e arisen .B utspeculation w ith respecttothe Future w as
ev en m ore busy than cen sure w ith respecttothe P ast.W hat,itw as ask ed,w ouldbe the

issue of the referen ce toH ead-Q uarters?The m ore g en eral belief w as,thatordersw ould
com e forthe dism issal of the recusan ttroopers;butev en this,itw as thoug ht,w ouldbe
a harsh m easure,thatm ig htdriv e others,by force of sym pathy,torebellion .Itw as an
in terv al w hich m ig hthav e been turn ed by our En g lish officers to g ood accoun tin
soothin g the feelin g s of theirm en ,an dexplain in g ev erythin g thatw as of a doubtful or
suspicious character. S om e, in deed, did striv e, w ith a w ise forek n ow ledg e of the
com in g dan g er,toaccom plish this g ood object;butothers believ ed thatall w as rig ht,
thatthere w as n olik elihoodof theirreg im en tsbein g driv en eitherby theirfearsortheir

resen tm en ts torev oltag ain stthe L aw ;an dthey drow sedon placidly in the con v iction
that it w as but art acciden tal ebullition , prov ok ed by the m ism an ag em en t of an
in discreetCom m an din g O fficer,an d thatthe g en eral tem per of the N ativ e troops at
M eerutw asall thatcouldbe desired.

In the firstw eek of M ay the in struction s soeag erly look ed forw ere receiv ed from the
H ead-Q uarters of the A rm y.The fiatof Gen eral A n son hadg on e forth from S im lah.A

N ativ e Gen eral Court-M artial w as tobe assem bledatM eerutforthe trial of the Eig hty-
fiv e.The prison ers w ere then con fin edin an em pty hospital,an da g uardof theirow n
reg im en tw as placedov erthem .The tribun al before w hich they w ere tobe broug htup
for trial w as com posed of fifteen N ativ e officers,of w hom six w ere M ahom edan s an d
n in e w ere H in doos.Ten of these m em bers w ere furn ishedby the reg im en ts atM eerut
— A rtillery,Cav alry,an d In fan try;fiv e cam e from the In fan try reg im en ts atD elhi.O n

28
ColonelS m ythsaysitw asahorse-hospital.
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the 6th of M ay the Courtcom m en cedits sittin g s,29 an dcon tin ueditsproceedin g son the
tw ofollow in g days.The exam in ation of Colon el S m yth an dthe otherw itn esses forthe
prosecution elicitedn on ew facts,an d,in deed,the w hole case of m ilitary disobedien ce
w as soclear,thatthe trial,thoug h itw as protracteddurin g three days,w as little m ore

than a g rim form ality.Ev ery m an feltthathis con dem n ation w as certain ,an d sullen ly
abided the issue. The prison ers could putforth n o defen ce w hich either L aw or
D isciplin e couldaccept.

B utw hen the H av ildar M uttadeen S in g h pleaded,on behalf of him self an d com rades,
thatthey suspectedsom e foul desig n because theirCom m an dan ttook som uch pain s to
con v in ce them thatitw as all rig ht,an dtoin duce them tofire the cartridg es,there w as
som ethin g n otaltog etherirration al orillog ical in the arg um en t.If there w as n othin g in

the am m un ition differen tfrom thatw hich they had alw ays used,w hy,itw as ask ed,
shouldthe proceedin g sof the Colon el hav e been sodifferen t?30 B utin effectthe defen ce
of the prison ers w as little m ore than a con fession ,an dthe Court,by a v ote of fourteen
m em bers ag ain st on e, foun d the Eig hty-fiv e g uilty, an d sen ten ced them to
im prison m en t an d hard labor for ten years. B ut w ith this there w en t forth a
recom m en dation to "fav orable con sideration on accoun tof the g ood character w hich
the prison ers had hithertoborn e,as testified toby their Com m an din g O fficer,an d on

accoun tof theirhav in g been m isledby v ag ue reportsreg ardin g the cartridg es."

The proceedin g s w en tup,in due course,tothe Gen eral com m an din g the D iv ision ,an d
H ew ittapprov edan dcon firm edthe sen ten ce."Iw ouldw illin g ly atten d,"he rem ark ed,
"to the recom m en dation of the Court,if I could fin d an ythin g in the con ductof the
prison ers thatw ould w arran tm e in so doin g .Their form er g ood character has been
blasted by presen tm isbehav ior,an d their hav in g allow ed them selv es tobe in fluen ced
by v ag ue reports in stead of atten din g to the adv ice an d obeyin g the orders of their

European superiors,is the g istof the offen ce for w hich they hav e been con dem n ed.It
appears from these proceedin g s thatthese m isg uided m en ,after con sultation tog ether
on the n ig htof the 23rd of A pril, 1857, cam e to the resolution of refusin g their
cartridg es.H av in g so far forg otten their duty as soldiers,their n extstep w as to sen d

29
T he charge w as,"Forhaving at M eerut,on the 24th ofApril,3857,severally and individually disobeyed the

law fulcom m and oftheirsuperiorofficer,Brevet-ColonelG.M .C.S m yth,com m andingtheT hird R egim entofL ight
Cavalry,by nothavingtakenthecartridgestendered toeachofthem h:dividattlly forusethatday onparade,w hen
ordered by ColonelS m ythtotakethesaidcartridges."

30
T hesam edifficulty suggesteditselftotheCourt.ColonelS m ythw asasked,"W hy didyou tellthem enthatthey

w ould have to fire,instead ofm erely ordering them to do so?"ColonelS m yth'sansw erw as:"T he parade w asin
ordersthe day before,and entered in the order-book asusual,and each m an w asordered to receive three
cartridges. Iw ished to show them the new w ay ofloading w ithout putting the cartridgesto the m onth,and
attended the parade forthatpurpose.W hen Icam e on parade,the Adjutantinform ed m e thatthe m en had not
takentheircartridges,anditw asonthataccountIorderedtheHavildar-M ajortotakeacartridgeand load andfire
beforethem ;anditw asthen,also,thatIsaid,thatw henthew holeArm y hearofthisw ay ofloadingthey w ouldbe
m uchpleased,andexclaim ,'Wah! wah!'"
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w ordtotheirtroop captain s thatthey w ouldn ottak e theircartridg es un less the w hole
of the troops in the station w oulddosolik ew ise.S om e of them ev en hadthe in solen ce
todesire thatfirin g parades m ig htbe deferredtill the ag itation aboutcartridg es am on g
the N ativ e troops hadcom e toa close.In thisstate of in subordin ation they appearedon

parade on the m orn in g of the 24th,an d there con sum m ated the crim e for w hich they
are n ow abouttosuffer,by repeatedly refusin g cartridg es thathadbeen m ade as usual
in theirreg im en tal m ag azin e,w hen assured,too,by Colon el S m yth thatthe cartridg es
hadn og rease on them — thatthey w ere oldon es,an dexactly sim ilartow hathadbeen
in use in the reg im en tforthirty orforty years.Ev en n ow they attem pttojustify sog ross
an outrag e upon disciplin e by alleg in g thatthey haddoubts of the cartridg es.There has
been n o ack n ow ledg m en tof error— n o expression of reg ret— n o pleadin g for m ercy."
"Tothe m ajority of the prison ers,"therefore,itw as added,"n oportion of the sen ten ce

w ill be rem itted.I observ e,how ev er,thatsom e of them are v ery youn g ,an d I am
w illin g to m ak e allow an ce for their hav in g been m isled by their m ore experien ced
com rades,an dun derthese circum stan ces Irem iton e half of the sen ten ce passedupon
the follow in g m en ,w hohav e n otbeen m ore than fiv e years in the serv ice." A n d then
follow ed the n am es of elev en youn g troopers, w hose term of im prison m en tw as
com m uted tofiv e years.The sen ten ce w as tobe carried in toeffectatdaybreak on the
9th of M ay.The m orn in g daw n ed,low erin g an d g usty,an d the troops of the M eerut

B rig ade w ere draw n upon the g roun dof the S ixtieth Riflestosee the prison ersform ally
dism issed to their doom . The Third Cav alry had receiv ed their orders to atten d
un m oun ted. The European troops an d the A rtillery, w ith their field-g un s, w ere so
disposedastothreaten in stan tdeath tothe S epoyson the firstsym ptom of resistan ce.

Un der a g uard of Rifles an d Carabin eers,the Eig hty-fiv e w ere then broug htforw ard,
cladin theirreg im en tal un iform s— soldiers still ;an dthen the sen ten ce w as readaloud,
w hich w as tocon v ertsoldiers in tofelon s.Their accoutrem en ts w ere tak en from them ,

an dtheirun iform s w ere strippedfrom theirback s.Then the arm ourers an dthe sm iths
cam e forw ardw ith theirshack les an dtheirtools,an dsoon ,in the presen ce of thatg reat
con course of their old com rades,the Eig hty-fiv e stood,w ith the outw ard sym bols of
theirdire disg race fasten edupon them .Itw as a piteous spectacle,an dm an y there w ere
m ov ed w ith a g reatcom passion , w hen they saw the despairin g g estures of those
w retched m en ,am on g w hom w ere som e of the v ery flow er of the reg im en t— soldiers
w hohadserv edthe B ritish Gov ern m en tin tryin g circum stan ces an din stran g e places,

an dw hohadn ev erbefore w av eredin theiralleg ian ce.L iftin g uptheirhan dsan dliftin g
up theirv oices,the prison ers im ploredthe Gen eral tohav e m ercy upon them ,an dn ot
tocon sig n ,them tosoig n om in iousa doom .

Then , seein g that there w as n o other hope, they turn ed to their com rades an d
reproached them for quietly sufferin g this disg race todescen d upon them .There w as
n ota S epoy presen tw ho did n otfeel the risin g in dig n ation in his throat.B utin the
presen ce of those loadedfield-g un san dthose g roov edrifles,an dthe g litterin g sabresof

the D rag oon s,there couldn otbe a thoug htof strik in g .The prison ers w ere m archedoff
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totheir cells,tobe placed un der the custody of a g uard of their ow n coun trym en ;the
parade w as dism issed;an dthe S epoys,Cav alry an dIn fan try,w en t,silen tan dstern ,to
theirw ork ,totalk ov erthe in ciden tsof thatm ourn ful m orn in g parade.31

Itw as S aturday.S ofar as En g lish eyes could see or En g lish brain s could un derstan d,
the day passed quietly ov er. The troop-captain s of the Third Cav alry v isited the
prison ers in the g aol,w hich w as situated ata distan ce of abouttw o m iles from the
can ton m en t,tobe forthe lasttim e the chan n el of com m un ication betw een them an dthe
outerw orld.Itw as theirduty toadjustthe balan ces of the S epoys'pay,an dthey w ere
an xious,in the k in dn ess of their hearts,to arran g e the settlem en ts of the prison ers
debts,an d to carry an y m essag es w hich the m en m ig htdesire to sen d to the fam ilies
from w hom they had been sun dered.A n d w hilstthis w as g oin g on in the g aol,w ild

reports w ere flyin g aboutthe B azaars,an dthere w as a g reatfearin the L in es,foritw as
said thatthe European s w ere aboutto tak e possession of the m ag azin es,an d thatthe
tw othousan dfetters,of w hich rum orhadspok en before,w ere n ow ready,an dthatthe
w ork of the m orn in g w as on ly an experim en tan d a beg in n in g . B utthe shades of
ev en in g fell upon M eerut,an d the En g lish residen ts,after their accustom ed ride,m et
each otheratdin n er,an dtalk edcheerfully an dcon fiden tly of the P astan dthe Future.
A ton e din n er-table, w here the Com m ission er an d his w ife an d the Colon el of the

Elev en th S epoys w ere presen t,a rum orw as m en tion edtothe effectthatthe w alls had
been placardedw ith a M ahom edan proclam ation callin g upon the people torise ag ain st
the En g lish.B utthe g en eral feelin g w as on e of in dig n an tdisbelief,an deach m an w en t
tohis hom e an dlaidhis headupon his pillow as tran quilly as thoug h from on e en dof
M eeruttoan otherthere hadbeen n obitterresen tm en ts tobe g ratified,in the breasts of
an y butthe m an acled,harm less,helplessprison ersin the g reatg aol.

Im ustpause here,a little space,forthe betterexplan ation of w hatfollow s,tospeak of

the g reatCan ton m en tof M eerut.This m ilitary station w as on e of the m ostexten siv e in
In dia.Itcov eredan area of som e fiv e m ilesin circum feren ce,the space bein g div idedby
a g reatm all or esplan ade,alon g w hich ran a deep nullah,or ditch,cuttin g the station

in to tw o separate parallelog ram s,the on e con tain in g the European an d the other the
N ativ e force.The European L in es w ere on the n orthern quarterof M eerut,the A rtillery
B arrack s bein g to the rig ht, the D rag oon s to the left, an d the Rifles in the cen tre.
B etw een the barrack s of the tw olaststood the station church;a g reatplain or parade-

g roun dstretchin g outstill furthertothe n orthw ard.The S epoy L in es lay tothe south of
the can ton m en t,an d betw een w hatm ay be called the European an d N ativ e quarters,
there w as an in terv en in g space cov eredw ith shops an dhouses,surroun dedby g arden s

31
L ord Canning'scom m entary on these proceedingsm ay be given here: T he riveting ofthe m en'sfetterson

parade,occupying,asitdid,severalhours,in the presenceofm any w ho w ere already ill-disposed,and m any w ho
believed in thecartridge fable,m usthave stungthe brigadeto the quick.T he consigningtheeighty-five prisoners,
aftersuch acerem ony,to the gaol,w ith no otherthan anative guard overthem ,w as,considering the nature of
theiroffence,and the know n tem perofapartofthe Arm y,afully thatisin conceivable."— L etterto M r.Verson
S m ith,June5,1857.MS. Correspondence.
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an d trees. S till further to the southw ard lay the city. The officers of the European
reg im en ts an d A rtillery occupiedbun g alow s alon g the n orthern lin e,w hilstthe S epoy
officers dw eltchiefly n eartheirow n m en .The B rig adier's house w as on the rig ht,n ot,
farfrom the A rtillery B arrack s an dM ess-H ouse.The Gen eral's residen ce w as n earerto

the N ativ e L in es.The m ostn oticeable features of the w hole,an dthose w hich itis m ost
im portan ttobear in m in d in the perusal of w hatfollow s,are the div ision of the g reat
can ton m en tin to tw o parts, the distan ce of the European barrack s from the N ativ e
L in es,an dthe probability therefore of m uch thatw as passin g in the latterbein g w holly
un k n ow n tothe occupan tsof the form er.

The fierce M ay sun rose on the S abbath m orn in g ,an d the En g lish residen ts prepared
them selv es toatten dthe m in istration s of theirrelig ion in the station church.There w as,

in deed,a lull;butthe sig n s of it,afterw ards n oted,clearly presag ed thatthere w as
som ethin g in the air.In the European barrack s itappeared thatthere w as a g en eral
desertion of the N ativ e serv an ts,w hose busin essitw astoadm in istertothe w an tsof the
w hite soldiery,an din the bun g alow s of the officers there w as a disposition on the part
of their dom estics, especially of those w ho had been hired atM eerut, to absen t
them selv es from their m asters'houses.B utthese thin g s w ere observ able atthe tim e
on ly as acciden tal circum stan ces of little sig n ifican ce, an d the m orn in g serv ice w as

perform ed an d the m id-day heats w ere loun g ed throug h, as in tim es of ordin ary
security.S ev eredfrom the g reatm ass of the people,the En g lish couldsee n othin g of an
un w on ted character on thatS un day aftern oon ;butin the L in es of the N ativ e soldiery,
in the populous B azaars,an d ev en in the surroun din g v illag es there w ere sig n s of a
g reatcom m otion .The v ery children could see thatsom ethin g w as aboutto happen .
M en of all k in ds w ere arm in g them selv es.The dan g erous classes w ere in a state of
un w on tedexcitem en tan dactiv ity.M an y people of badcharacterhadcom e in from the
adjacen tham lets,an d ev en from m ore rem ote places,as thoug h they discern ed the

prospectof a g reatharv est.A m on g the m ixedpopulation of the L in es an dthe B azaars
w ere m en ag itated by em otion s of the m ostv aried character.H atred of the En g lish,
desire for rev en g e,relig ious en thusiasm ,thirstfor plun der,w ere all atw ork w ithin
them ;butparam oun tov er all w as a n am eless fear;for,ev er as the day adv an ced,the
reportg ain edstren g th thatthe En g lish soldiery,arm edtothe teeth,w ouldsoon be let
loose am on g stthem ;thatev ery S epoy before n ig htfall w ouldhav e fetters on his w rists;
thatthe P eople w ouldbe g iv en uptom assacre,an dthe B azaarstoplun der.

The sun w en tdow n an d the tim e cam e for ev en in g serv ice,an d the En g lish chaplain s
preparedthem selv es fortheirm in istration s.O n e has n arratedhow ,w hen he w as about
tostartw ith his w ife for the station church,the N ativ e n urse w arn ed them thatthere
w as dan g er,an dbesoug htherm istress torem ain athom e.The w om an saidthatthere
w ould be a fig htw ith the S epoys, butthe Chaplain listen ed in credulously to the
statem en t,an d tak in g his w ife an d children w ith him ,en tered his carriag e,an d w as
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driv en tochurch.32 In the church-com poun d he m ethis colleag ue an d other Christian
people w ith a look of an xious in quiry on their pale,scared faces.Itw as plain thatthe
w arn in g by w hich itw as en deav oredtostay his prog ress w as som ethin g m ore than an
utteran ce of v ag ue suspicion or sen seless fear. S oun ds an d sig hts had g reeted the

church-g oerson theirw ay w hich couldn otbe m isin terpreted.The un w on tedrattlin g of
m usk etry on thatS abbath ev en in g ,the assem bly-call of the bug lers,the hurryin g toan d
froof arm ed m en on the road,the pan ic-struck look s of the un arm ed,the colum n s of
sm ok e thatw ere risin g ag ain stthe fastdark en in g sk y,all told the sam e story.The
N ativ e troops atM eeruthad rev olted.Itw ill n ev er be k n ow n w ith certain ty w hen ce
arose the firstprom ptin g s tothatopen an doutrag eous rebellion of w hich these soun ds
an dsig hts w ere the sig n s.W hatm eetin g s an dcon spiracies there m ay hav e been in the
L in es— w hether there w as an y org an ized schem e for the release of the prison ers,the

burn in g of can ton m en ts,an dthe m urderof all the Christian officers,can be on ly dim ly
con jectured. The probabilities are atv arian ce w ith the assum ption thatthe N ativ e
troops atM eerutdeliberately laun ched them selv es in toan en terprise of soapparen tly
desperate a character.W ith a larg e body of En g lish troops— H orse,Foot,an dA rtillery—
tocon fron tthem in the hourof m utin y,w hatreason able hopes couldthere be of escape
from sw iftan d crushin g retribution ? They k n ew the tem per an d the pow er of En g lish
soldiers too w ell to trustto a con tin g en cy of in action of w hich the P astafforded n o

exam ple.There w as n ota station in In dia atw hich an outbreak of N ativ e troops could
appeartobe sohopeless an experim en tas in thatg reatm ilitary can ton m en tw hich had
becom e the H ead-Q uarters of the fin estA rtillery Reg im en tin the w orld.B utthis v ery
feelin g of our ov erpow erin g stren g th atM eerutm ay hav e driv en the S epoys in to the
g reatpan icof despair,outof w hich cam e the spasm of m adn ess w hich producedsuch
un expected results on thatS abbath n ig ht.There had been for som e days an om in ous
report,of w hich Ihav e already spok en ,tothe effectthatthe European s w ere aboutto
fall sudden ly on the S epoy reg im en ts,todisarm them ,an dtoputev ery m an of them in

chain s.In fear an d trem blin g they w ere look in g for a con firm ation of this rum or in
ev ery m ov em en t of the En g lish troops. W hen , therefore, the S ixtieth Rifles w ere
assem blin g for church parade,the S epoys believ edthatthe dreadedhour hadarriv ed.
The Third Cav alry w ere n aturally the m ostexcited of all.Eig hty-fiv e of their fellow -
soldiers w ere g roan in g in prison .S orrow ,sham e,an d in dig n ation w ere stron g w ithin
them for their com rades sak e,an d terror for their ow n .They had been taun ted by the
courtesan s of the B azaar,w hoask edif they w ere m en tosuffertheircom rades tow ear

such an k lets of iron ;33 an dthey believ edthatw hatthey hadseen on the day before w as

32
S ee the Chaplain's(M r.R otton's)N arrative.He left hisw ife and children in aplace ofsafety on the w ay to

church.

33
T hisisstated very distinctly by M r.J.C.W ilson (an excellentauthority)in hisinteresting M oradabad R eport.

"And now ,"he w rites,"the frailone'stauntsw ere beard farand w ide,and the restofthe regim entw asassailed
w ith w ordslike these:'Yourbrethren have been ornam ented w ith these ankletsand incarcerated;and forw hat?
Because they w ould notsw erve from theircreed;and you,cow ardsasyou are,sitstillindifferentto you:fate.If
you haveanatom ofm anhoodinyou,goandreleasethem .'"
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buta foreshadow in g of a g reatercruelty tocom e.S o,w hilstthe European soldiersw ere
preparin g them selv es for church parade, the N ativ e troopers w ere m oun tin g their
horsesan dprick in g forw ardtow ardsthe g reatg aol.

Then itbecam e m iserably apparen tthata fatal error had been com m itted.There w ere
n oEuropean soldiers postedtoprotectthe prison -house in w hich w ere the con dem n ed
m alefactors of the S epoy A rm y.The prison ers hadbeen g iv en ov ertothe "civ il pow er,"
an d an addition al g uard,draw n from the Tw en tieth S epoy reg im en t,had been placed
ov er the g aol.The troopers k n ew w hatw as the tem per of thatreg im en t.They had n o
fearforthe result,sothey pushedon ,som e in un iform ,m an an dhorse fully accoutered,
som e in their stable dresses w ith on ly w aterin g rein an d horse-cloth on their charg ers,
butall arm edw ith sabre an dw ith pistol.S oon un derthe w alls of the g aol— soon busy

attheir w ork — they m etw ith,as they expected,n o opposition .The rescue beg an at
on ce.L oosen in g the m ason ry aroun d the g ratin g s of the cells in w hich their com rades
w ere con fin ed,they w ren ched outthe iron bars an d helped the prison ers throug h the
apertures.A N ativ e sm ith struck off theirchain s,an don ce ag ain free m en ,the Eig hty-
fiv e m oun ted behin d their deliv erers,an d rode back tothe L in es.The troopers of the
ThirdCav alry atthattim e hadn ootherw ork in han dbutthe rescue of theircom rades.
The otherprison ers in the g aol w ere n otreleased,the buildin g s w ere n otfired,an dthe

European g aoleran dhisfam ily w ere leftun m olested.34

M ean w hile,the In fan try reg im en ts had brok en in to open rev olt.The S epoys of the
Elev en th an d the Tw en tieth w ere in a state of w ild excitem en t.M adden ed by their
fears— expectin g ev ery m om en tthatthe European s w ould be upon them — believ in g
thatthere w as on e g reatdesig n in our hearts to m an acle the w hole of them , an d,
perhaps,tosen dthem ascon v ictsacrossthe black w ater,they thoug htthatthe tim e had
com e for them to strik e for their liberties, for their liv es, for their relig ion s. S o it

happen ed thatw hen the excitem en tin the L in es w as m ade k n ow n to som e of our
En g lish officers,an dthey w en tclow n ,as duty bade them ,toen deav ortoallay it,they
foun d that the m en w hom they had on ce reg arded as docile children had been
sudden ly turn ed in to furious assailan ts.A m on g those w ho,on thatS un day ev en in g ,
rode dow n tothe S epoys'L in es w as -Colon el Fin n is,w hocom m an dedthe Elev en th.A

34
T hereareconflictingstatem entson the subjectoftherelease ofthe prisonersin thenew gaol.Dr.O 'Callaghan

("S cattered Chapterson the Indian M utiny")asserts,thatnotonly the eighty-five,butallthe otherprisonershad
been released by the infantry guard before the cavalry arrived.W hen the troopersarrived,he says,"Aftertheir
rapid and furiousgallop atthe gaol,they found theircom radesalready released and em ergingfrom incarceration,
and the generalcrow d offelonsalso rushing rapidly forth to join in the fire,pillage,and slaughter." But M r.
Com m issionerW illiam s,in hisvery circum stantialofficialreport,saysthat the troopers"dug out ofthe w allthe
gratingsofsom e ofthe w indow softhe w ard in w hich the eighty-five m utineersw ere confined,and took their
com radesaw ay,theguard oftheT w entiethaccom pany-lug,and thearm ed guard ofthegaolsoonfollow ed.N one
ofthe otherconvicts,in num berabouteighthundred,w ere released by.the cavalry troopers,norw asany injury
done by them to the buildings."Buthe adds,"Aboutthreehundred orfourhundred S epoysreleased the convicts
from the old gaol,w hich isbetw een the city and the N ative lines,and w hich contained aboutseven hundred and
tw enty prisonersaltogether."
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g ood soldier,belov ed by officers an d by m en ,he had the old tradition ary faith in the
S epoys w hich itbecam e those, w ho had serv ed w ith them an d k n ew their g ood
qualities,tocherish.S tron g in the belief of the loyalty of hisreg im en t,Fin n is,w ith other
officers of his corps,w en tin to the m idstof them to rem on strate an d to dissuade.H e

w as speak in g tohis m en ,w hen a soldier of the Tw en tieth discharg ed his m usk etan d
w oun dedthe Colon el's horse.P resen tly an otherm usk etw as discharg edin tohis body.
The ball en teredathis back ;he fell from his horse,an da v olley w as firedin tohim .H e
died,"riddledw ith bullets."Thus the S epoys of the Tw en tieth hadslain the Colon el of
the Elev en th Reg im en t,an dthe bullets of the form erhadbeen scatteredin the ran k s of
the latter.For a little space the tw oreg im en ts look ed ateach other ;butthere w as n o
doubtof the issue.The Elev en th brok e in to open rev olt,an d fratern ized w ith their
com radesof the Tw en tieth.

The w hole of the N ativ e Reg im en ts atM eeruthad n ow rev olted.The S epoys of the
In fan try an dthe troopers of the Cav alry hadm ade com m on cause ag ain stus.H in doos
an d M ahom edan s w ere stirred by on e im pulse to slaug hter the Ferin g hees, m an ,
w om an ,an d child.S o as the sun w en tdow n the m assacre w en ton ,an d our people,
w ho w ere return in g from the un accom plished ev en in g serv ice, or, ig n oran tof the
excitem en tan d the dan g er,w ere startin g for the w on ted ev en in g ride or driv e,w ere

fiercely assailed by the in furiated soldiery,an d shotdow n or sabred as they sattheir
horses orlean edback in theircarriag es toen joy the cooln ess of the air.W here soev era
stray E n g lish soldierw as tobe foun d,he w as m urderedw ithoutrem orse.The B azaars
an d the n eig hborin g v illag es w ere pourin g forth their g an g s of plun derers an d
in cen diaries.From ev ery streetan dalley,an dfrom the n oisom e suburbs,they stream ed
forth,lik e w ild beasts from their lairs,scen tin g the prey.35 The prison ers in the g aols
w ere letloose,an dthe police becam e theircom rades in crim e.B utsolittle con certan d
arran g em en tw as there,thatsom e detachm en ts on g uard-duty,postedin the European

quarter of the g reatstrag g lin g can ton m en t,appear to hav e rem ain ed faithful to their
En g lish m asters after their fellow -soldiers had brok en outin to open rev olt.In deed,
w hilstin on e partof the can ton m en tthe S epoys w ere butcherin g their officers, in
an other they w ere salutin g them as they passed,as thoug h n othin g had happen ed.36

35
"Cities,likeforests,havetheirdens,inw hicheverythingthatism ostw icked and form idableconcealsitself.T he

only difference isthat w hat hidesitselfthusin citiesisferocious,unclean,and little— that isto say,ugly;w hat
concealsitselfin the forestsisferocious,savage.and grand— that isto say,beautiful.Den forden,those ofthe
beasts are preferable to those of m en, and caverns are better than hiding-places."— Victor Hugo. M r.
Com m issionerW illiam s,inhisofficialreportabovequoted,saysthatthetow ns-peoplehad arm ed them selvesand
w ere ready forthe onslaughtbefore the S epoyshad com m enced the carnage."Before ashothad been fired,the
inhabitantsoftheS adderBazaarw entoutarm ed w ithsw ords,spears,and clubs,any w eaponthey couldlay hands
on,collected in crow dsin every lane and alley and at every outlet ofthe Bazaars; and the residentsofthe
w retched ham lets,w hich had been allow ed to springup allround itand betw eenitand the city,w ere to be been
sim ilarly arm ed,pouringouttoshareinw hatthey evidentlyknew w asgoingtohappen."

36
Ido notm ean to signify thatthe S epoysin theEuropeanquarterofthe cantonm entw ere uniform ly quiescent

atthistim e;forIam inform ed thattheGuard atBrigadierW ilson'shousefired atsom eofficersw how erepassing,
beforethey brokeaw ay.Buttherew asobviously nogeneralconcert.
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Ev en atthe Treasury,w ith all its m an ifesttem ptation s,the Guardstoodstaun chly toits
duty,an data laterhourm ade ov erthe charg e in all its in teg rity tothe European s sen t
todefen d it.N ota rupee had been touchedby the S epoys.A n dw hen the rabble from
the city sw arm edupon it,they foun ditcov eredby a g uardof Riflem en .

B ut,in the m idstof all this g reattribulation ,there w as,in the hearts of our Christian
people,a stren g th of con fiden ce w hich calm ed an d com forted them ;for they said to
each other,orthey saidtothem selv es,"The European s w ill soon be upon them ."There
w ere tw oreg im en ts of S epoy In fan try atM eerut,an da reg im en tof S epoy Cav alry.B ut
the En g lish m ustered a battalion of Riflem en , a reg im en tof D rag oon s arm ed w ith
carbin es, an d a larg e force of European A rtillery, w ith all the accessories of H ead-
Q uarters.37

There w as n otan E n g lishw om an in the can ton m en t— the m odel can ton m en tof In dia—
w ho,rem em berin g the presen ce of this splen didbody of W hite soldiers,hadan y other
thoug ht,atthe firstsem blan ce of open m utin y,than thatthere m ustbe a sadm assacre
of the N ativ e troops.W ith a reg im en tof B ritish D rag oon s an d a few Galloper g un s,
Gillespie, half a cen tury before, had crushed the m utin y of V ellore, an d sav ed the
S outhern P en in sula from un iv ersal rev oltan drebellion .H e struck decisiv ely because he

struck aton ce.A n dn oon e n ow doubtedthata blow struck w ith prom ptitude an dv ig or
on thisS abbath ev en in g w ouldsav e M eerut,an dcheck the n ascen tactiv itiesof rev oltin
the adjacen tcoun try.B utby God's prov iden ce,for w hatsoev er purpose desig n ed,this
firstg reatrev oltof the S epoys w as suffered,un check ed,un pun ished,tom ak e headw ay
in a clearfield,an dtocarry ev erythin g before it.The g reatcon fiden ce of the Christian
people w as m iserably m isplaced.They look ed for a deliv eran ce thatn ev er cam e.In
som e parts of the g reatcan ton m en tthey w ere aban don ed to fire an d slaug hter as
hopelessly as thoug h there had n otbeen a sin g le E n g lish soldier in thatg reatH ead-

Q uartersof the M eerutD iv ision .

The story of this g reatfailure is n oteasily told,an dthe attem pttotell itcan n otbe m ade
w ithoutsadn ess.M an y n arrativ es of the ev en ts of thatn ig hthav e been w ritten ;an d
each w riterhastold,w ith g raphicdistin ctn essof detail,w hathe him self saw an dheard;
butthe con fusion of those few critical hours is fully represen tedby the con fusedn ess of
the en tire story;an ditisdifficulttoim partun ity an dcon sisten cy toa scen e,m ade upof

scatteredeffects,bew ilderin g an ddistractin g .W hatw asw an tedin thatcon jun cture w as
the on e m an to im partto our B ritish m an hood the prom ptitude an d un ity of action
w hich w ouldhav e crushedthe m utin y an dsav edthe place— perhaps the coun try:an d
thaton e m an didn otrise in the hourof ourtribulation .

37
History,how ever,m ust not exaggerate the actualstrength of thisEuropean force. T here w ere som e

deteriorating circum stances,ofw hich account m ust be taken.A.considerable num berofthe Carabineerscould
not ride,and there w ere no horsesforthem ifthey could.N ot m ore than halfofthe regim ent (five hundred
strong)w ere m ounted.M any ofthe European gunners,too,w ere young recruits,im perfectly acquainted w ith
artillery drill.T hem w ereonly tw ofield-batteriesfully equipped.
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There w ere three officers atM eerutw hose bearin g in thatcritical hour the historian is
especially boun dtoin v estig ate.They w ere,the officercom m an din g the ThirdCav alry,
the B rig adier com m an din g the S tation ,an d the Gen eral com m an din g the D iv ision ,A ll

three w ere residen tin M eerut.Itis n ottobe question ed thatw hen a reg im en tbreak s
in tom utin y,the place of the com m an din g officer,forlife orfordeath,is in the m idstof
it.N otun til all hope has g on e can there be an y excuse forhis departure.A s the captain
of a blazin g v essel atsea is ev er the lastto leav e the quarter-deck an d to lethim self
dow n the side of his ship,sothe com m an dan tof a reg im en tin the fire of rev oltshould
clin g toitas lon g as the sem blan ce of a reg im en trem ain s,an dthe safety of others can
be aidedby his presen ce.W hen ,therefore,in tellig en ce reachedColon el S m yth thatthe
troopers of his reg im en thadbrok en in tom utin y,itw as his duty toproceedaton ce to

the Cav alry L in es.B uthe did n otg on ear the L in es.38 H e w en ttothe Com m ission er's
house.H e w en ttothe Gen eral's;an d he w en ttothe B rig adier's.H e w en tev eryw here
buttohis Reg im en t.From the m om en tthatthe troopers brok e outin torev oltthey saw
n om ore of their Colon el.H e spen tthe n ig htw ith the H ead-Q uarters of the D iv ision ,
w here the rifles an d the carbin es an dthe field-g un s w ere collected,an dn ev er hadthe
leastcon ception all the tim e of w hathadbecom e of hism en .39 B utthey w ere n otall past
hope.Thatsom ethin g m ig hthav e been don e tosav e atleasta portion of the reg im en t

w e k n ow .Captain Craig ie,atthe firstsoun dof the tum ult,m usteredhis troop,ordered
them to accoutre them selv es as for a parade,an d w hen they had m oun ted,g alloped
dow n tothe g aol,accom pan iedby his subaltern ,M elv ille Clark e.They w ere toolate to
prev en tthe rescue of the prison ers;butn ottoseta g ran dexam ple.Craig ie an dClark e
k epttheir m en tog ether; an d broug htthem back , w ith un brok en disciplin e, to the
parade-g roun dof the reg im en t.A n ddurin g thatn ig htm an y acts of heroicfidelity w ere
w ritten dow n tothe hon orof Craig ie'stroop.They hadfaith in theirCaptain .A n dithas

38
"M ostoftheofficersoftheT hird L ightCavalry atonceproceeded tothelinesoftheirregim ent,arm inghastily,

and orderingtheirhorsesto follow ;butIhave neverbeenable to discoverthatthe officercom m andingthe corps
repaired to hispost,orw asseen in the linesam ongst the m en,during the w hole ofthat eventfulevening and
night;and itw ould appearthatColonelS m yth w asso fortunate asto m ake an early escape into the protection of
the European m ilitary quarter."— O 'Callaghan. S cattered Chapterson the Indian M utiny. It should be stated,
how ever,that ColonelS m yth w asField-O fficerofthe w eek— afact upon w hich he him selfhaslaid considerable
stress,asthough,inhisestim ation,itexem ptedhim from allspecialregardforhisow nparticularregim ent.

39
ColonelS m yth haspublished hisow n accountofhisproceedingson the evening ofthe 10th ofM ay:"Iw ent,"

he says,"first to M r.Greathed's,gave inform ation to the servants,asM r.G.w asout ....Ithen w ent on to the
General's,and heard thathehad justleftthehouseinhiscarriage;soIgalloped ontotheBrigadier's.....Iw enton
to the Artillery parade,and found the Brigadieralready on the ground;and Iaccom panied him w ith the troopsto
theotherend ofthecantonm ents,and rem ained w ithhim allnight,and accom panied him againthenextm orning
w ith Cavalry,Infantry,and Artillery through the cantonm ents,and w ent the Artillery and Cavalry on the right of
theDelhiroad,"&c.&c.
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been truly recorded of Craig ie an d Clark e,that"these g allan tEn g lishm en han dledthe
troopasif m utin y w ere a crim e un k n ow n totheirm en ."40

The station w as com m an ded by Colon el A rchdale W ilson ,B rig adier of A rtillery.H e

w as a m an of a spare an d w iry fram e,of activ e athletic habits,w hohad ev er born e a
g ood character in the splen did reg im en ttothe com m an d of w hich he had then risen .
Forsom e years,w hen the H ead-Q uarters of the A rtillery hadbeen atD um -D um ,in the
v icin ity of Calcutta,he hadbeen A djutan t-Gen eral of the reg im en t,an dw as thoroug hly
acquain tedw ith all its details.B uthe hadn otseen m uch activ e serv ice sin ce his youth,
an dhadn ev erhadan y g rav e respon sibilities castupon him .H is train in g hadbeen too
purely of a profession al charactertog en erate an y g reatcapacity fortak in g in a situation
of such m ag n itude as thatw hich he w as n ow sudden ly calledupon tocon fron t.B uthe

w as n ota m an ,in such a crisis as had then arisen ,tolook idly on ,ortoshrin k from a
forw ard m ov em en t.W hathe did atthe outsetw as w hatitbecam e him to do.Itw as
abouthalf-pastsix w hen B rig ade-M ajor W hish drov e in to the B rig adier's com poun d,
an dtoldhim thatthe N ativ e troops hadbrok en in tom utin y.In stan tly W ilson ordered
his horse tobe saddledan dbroug htroun d,an dhav in g sen torders tothe A rtillery an d
Carabin eers to join him there, he g alloped to the parade-g roun d of the Rifles, an d
fin din g them on the poin tof m archin g forchurch,directedtheirColon el todism issthe

parade, an d to reassem ble them as quick ly as possible w ith their arm s. This w as
prom ptly effected ;butthere w as som e delay in supplyin g the reg im en tw ith balled
cartridg e.The D rag oon s had n otyetcom e up.Ithas been stated thatthe Colon el had
sufferedthe reg im en ttobe m usteredas foran ordin ary parade;41 an dthe slow process
of roll-call hadbeen g oin g on w hilstthe lasthourof daylig htw aspassin g aw ay,an dthe
en em y w ere slaug hterin g ourpeople w ith im pun ity.

M ean w hile, Gen eral H ew itthad appeared on parade, an d the A rtillery had been

broug htup tothe g roun d.W hen Colon el Jon es reportedthatthe Rifles w ere ready for
action ,W ilson ,w ith the Gen eral's san ction ,detached on e com pan y to the Collector's
cutcherry toprotectthe treasure,an dan otherforthe protection of the barrack s.Tak in g

the other com pan ies,w ith the A rtillery,he m arched dow n upon the N ativ e In fan try
L in es,w here he expectedtofin dthe m ain body of the m utin eers assem bled.O n orn ear
the parade-g roun d he w as join ed by the Carabin eers,w hohad losttheir w ay.42 There
w as n ow a force ready foraction w hich m ig hthav e destroyedall the S epoys in M eerut,

if they could hav e been broug htin to action w ith the w hite soldiers— if,in deed,our
people couldon ly hav e seen the en em y fora little space of tim e.B utthe shadesof n ig ht

40
O fficialR eportofM r.Com m issionerW illiam s.T hew riterstatesthat"L ieutenantClarkerodeoutfrom thehead

ofthe troop,and turn hissw ord through atrooperofthe regim ent w ho w asinsulting an European lady,and
CaptainCraigiegavethew retchhisfinishingstroke."

41
T hisColonelConstancehascontradicted.— S eeAppendix.

42
BrigadierW ilsondidnotseetheCarabineersuntilthew holebody oftroopsw erereturningtoEuropeanL ines.
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had n ow fallen upon the scen e.A n d w hen ,n ear the N ativ e In fan try huts,the En g lish
troops w ere deployed in tolin e an d sw eptthe w hole space w here itw as expected that
the m utin eers w ouldhav e been foun d,n ota m an w as tobe seen ,eitherin the In fan try
L in es or on the parade-g roun d;an d n on e k n ew w hither they w ere g on e.B utn ear the

Cav alry L in es a few troopers w ere seen ,an d the Rifles open ed fire upon them .The
m utin eers fled in toa w ood or copse atthe rear of their huts,an d the g un s w ere then
un lim bered,an da few harm lessroun dsof g rape firedin tothe obscurity of the n ig ht.

Itw as plain n ow thatthe m utin eers w ere dispersed.The question w as,W hatw ere they
doin g ? To W ilson itseem ed thatthe m utin eers had m ov ed roun d to the European
quarter of the Can ton m en t;an d he therefore recom m en ded the Gen eral tom ov e back
the brig ade for its protection .To this H ew itt,g lad to be adv ised,assen ted;an d the

troops settheir faces hom ew ards.B y this tim e the m oon had risen ,an d the blazin g
bun g alow s of the En g lish officers litupthe scen e w ith a luridg lare.B utourtroops m et
on ly a few un arm edplun derers.The m utin eers w ere n ottobe seen .W hat,then ,w as to
be don e? Ithas been often stated thaton e officer atleastan sw ered the question as it
oug htto hav e been an sw ered.Captain Rosser,of the Carabin eers (so the story run s),
offeredtoleada squadron of his reg im en tan dsom e H orse A rtillery g un s in pursuitof
the en em y alon g the D elhi road. B ut the statem en t has been authoritativ ely

con tradicted.43 Itis on ly certain thatthe en em y escaped;an dthat,w ith the exception of
som e pick ets w hich w ere plan ted on the bridg es across the nullah w hich ran betw een

the European Can ton m en tan d the N ativ e L in es an d S udder B azaar, the w hole of
H ew itt'sforce biv ouack edforthe n ig hton the European parade-g roun d.

A n d the n ig htw as a n ig htof horror such as H istory has rarely recorded.The brief
tw ilig htof the In dian sum m er had soon passed;an d the dark n ess w hich fell upon the
scen e broug htout, w ith terrible distin ctn ess, the blazin g w ork of the in cen diary.

Ev eryw here,from the European quarters,from the bun g alow s of the En g lish officers,
from the m ess-houses an d other publicbuildin g s,from the residen ces of the un official
Christian com m un ity,the flam es w ere seen to rise,m an y-shaped an d m an y-colored,
lig htin g up the heav y colum n s of sm ok e w hich w ere suspen ded in the still sultry air.
A n d ev er, as the con flag ration spread, an d the sig htbecam e m ore porten tous, the
soun ds of the g reatfiery destruction ,the crack lin g an dthe crashin g of the burn in g an d
fallin g tim bers,the roarof the flam es,an dthe shriek s of the horses scorchedtodeath in

theirstables,m in g ledw ith the shouts an dyells of the m utin eers an dthe rattlin g of the
m usk etry w hich proclaim ed the g reatChristian carn ag e.The scared in habitan ts of the
burn in g buildin g s— the w om en an dchildren an dn on -com batan ts— soug htsafety in the
g arden s an d out-houses,w hither they w ere often track ed by the in surg en ts,an d shot
dow n orcuttopieces.S om e fledin the dark n ess,an dfoun dasy lum s in such places as
had escaped the fury of the in cen diaries.S om e w ere rescued by N ativ e serv an ts or

43
S eeAppendixforaninquiry intothetruthofthisstory.
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soldiers,faithful am on g the faithless,w ho,in m em ory of pastk in dn esses,strov e tosav e
the liv esof theirw hite m astersatthe peril of theirow n .

A m on g those w how ere thus sav edw ere H erv ey Greathed,the Com m ission er,an dhis

w ife.W arn ed of the approachin g dan g er,firstby an officer of the Third Cav alry,an d
then by a pen sion ed A fg han chief, he had tak en his w ife, an d som e other
En g lishw om en w hohadsoug htsafety w ith him ,tothe terraced roof of his house;but
the in surg en ts,afterdriv in g off hisg uard,appliedthe firebran dtothe low erpartof the
buildin g ,plun deredthe room s,an dthen surroun dedthe place.W ith the flam es rag in g
ben eath him ,an d the en em y rag in g aroun dhim ,his position w as on e of deadly peril.
A n dGreathedan dhis com pan ion s m usthav e perishedm iserably butforthe fidelity of
on e of those N ativ e serv an ts upon w hom so m uch depen ded in the crisis w hich w as

then threaten in g our people.W ith rare presen ce of m in d an d fertility of resource he
sim ulatedin ten se sym pathy w ith the rebels.H e toldthem thatitw as bootless tosearch
the house,as his m aster had escaped from it,butthat,if they w ould follow him to a
little distan ce,they w ould fin d the Feriug hees hidin g them selv es behin d a haystack .
Fully con fidin g in the truth of his story,they sufferedthem selv es tobe ledaw ay from
the house;an d its in m ates descen ded safely in to an em pty g arden justas the upper
room sw ere aboutto"fall in w ith a trem en douscrash."44

There w ere othersfarlesshappy on thatdisastrousS un day ev en in g .W iv es,leftw ithout
protection w hilsttheir husban ds w ere striv in g to do their duty in the L in es, w ere
sav ag ely cutto pieces in their burn in g hom es; an d little children w ere m assacred
ben eath the eyes of their m others.Then delicate En g lish ladies,g irtaboutw ith fiery
dan g er,death on ev ery side,turn ed,w ith a larg e-hearted sym pathy,their thoug hts
tow ards their sufferin g fellow -coun try-w om en , an d tried to rescue them from the
threaten ed doom . In adjacen tbun g alow s w ere tw o ladies, w iv es of officers of the

B rig ade.O n e w asun derspecial protection ,forherhusban dhaden dearedhim self tothe
m en of his troop by his un failin g k in dn ess an dcon sideration forthem .The other,w ife
of the A djutan tof the Elev en th Reg im en t,had butrecen tly com e from En g lan d,an d
w as stran g e to all the en v iron m en ts of her situation . The m ore experien ced
En g lishw om an ,seein g the dan g erof herposition ,an dhearin g the shriek s w hich issued
from her house,w as m ov ed w ith a g reatcom passion ,an d sen ther serv an ts torescue
the affrig htedcreature from the fury of herassailan ts.B utw hen ,aftersom e delay,they

en tered her house,they foun d her cov ered w ith w oun ds,lyin g dead upon the floor.
Then the in surg en ts, hav in g don e their bloody w ork , rag ed furiously ag ain stthe
adjacen tbun g alow ,an dw ere on ly driv en from theirpurpose by the fidelity of som e of
Craig ie's troopers,w how ere ready tosav e the w ife of theirCaptain atthe risk of their
ow n liv es.In the course of the n ig ht,afterdoin g g oodserv ice,Craig ie return ed,in fear
an dtrem blin g ,tohis householdg ods,thin k in g tofin dthem shatteredan ddesecrated;

44
M rs.Greathed'sN arrative.S ee also note in Appendix forsom e accountofthe gallantand devoted conductof

S yud M eerKhan,anAfghanpensionerresidentatM eerut.
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but,by the exceedin g m ercy of God,safe him self,he foun d them safe,an d soon had
m aturedm easuresfortheirescape.W rappin g upthe ladiesin dark -coloredhorse-cloths
tocon ceal theirw hite g arm en tsin the g lare of the burn in g station ,he ledthem from the
house,an dhidin g un dertrees,orin a ruin edtem ple,they passedthe n ig htin sleepless

horror.O ften the v oices of ban ds of m utin eers or plun derers in the com poun d sm ote
upon theirears;butthere w ere helpan dprotection in the presen ce of a few of Craig ie's
troopers,w ho hov ered aboutthe place,an d in som e of his ow n body-serv an ts,W ho
w ere equally true totheirm aster.In the early m orn in g the en em y hadclearedoff,an d
there w as a prospectof escape.S o they return ed sadly to their dearly-lov ed hom e,
collected a few cherished articles an d som e n ecessary clothin g ,an d w en tforth from
their P aradise w ith the flam in g sw ord behin d them ,n ev er ag ain to return .A n d the
leav e-tak in g s of that.sorrow -laden n ig htw ere the firstof m an y cruel div ulsion s,w hich

tore happy fam ilies from their hom es an d sen tthem forth in to the w ide w orld,
houseless w an derers an d fug itiv es, w ith a sav ag e an d rem orseless en em y yellin g
behin dthem in theirtrack .

M an y otherepisodes of patheticin terestm ig hthere be relatedillustrativ e of the horrors
of thatn ig ht,if historical n ecessity didn otforbidsuch am plitude of detailedrecital.The
sw eepin g s of the g aols an d the scum of the B azaars— all the rog ues an d ruffian s of

M eerut,con v ictedan dun con v icted,an dthe robber-tribes of the n eig hborin g v illag es—
w ere loose in the Can ton m en t, plun derin g an d destroyin g w herev er an E n g lish
bun g alow w as tobe g utted an d burn t.The S epoys had leftthe w ork ,w hich they had
com m en ced,tom en w hofoun dittruly a con g en ial task .D ay daw n ed;an dthose w ho
surv iv ed the n ig htsaw how thoroug hly the w ork had been don e.A s they creptfrom
their hidin g -places an d soug ht safety in the public buildin g s protected by the
European s, they saw , in the m an g led corpses w hich lay by the w ayside, in the
black en edruin s of the houses w hich sk irtedthe roads,an din the m asses of un m ov able

property,throw n outof the dw ellin g -placesof the En g lish,an dsm ashedin tofrag m en ts
apparen tly by blow s from heav y clubs,g hastly ev iden ces of the fury of theiren em ies.45

B utw ith the m orn in g lig hta g reatquietude hadfallen upon the scen e.The S epoys had
departed.The ruffian s of the g aols an d the B azaars an d the Goojur v illag es had slun k
back in totheir hom es.There w as little m ore tobe don e — n othin g m ore thatcould be
don e in the face of the broad day— by these despicable m arauders. S o our people
g atheredn ew heart;an dasthe sun rose,they thoug htthatourtim e hadcom e.

B utthe M eerutB rig ade didn othin g m ore in the clearm orn in g lig htthan ithaddon e in
the shadow of the dark n ess.The En g lish troops,w ith the En g lish leaders,rose from the
biv ouac;an ditdaw n edupon them thatm ore than tw othousan dm utin eers hadm ade

45
"T he inveterate anim osity w ith w hich the w orkofdestruction w ascarried outm ay be judged ofby the fact

that housesbuilt entirely ofm asonry,w ith nothing inflam m able except the doorsand the beam s,w hich fora
considerable heightfrom theground supported theroofs,form ed ofcem ent,restingon kiln-burntbricks,w ere as
effectually destroyed asthe thatched bungalow s.P roperty w hich the m iscreantscould not carry offw asthrow n
outandsm ashedintofragm ents,evidently poundedw ithheavy clubs."— Report of Commissioner Williams.
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their w ay toD elhi.Ev en then ,if the Carabin eers an d the H orse A rtillery had been let
loose, they m ig ht, before n oon , hav e reached the im perial city an d held m utin y in
check .B utcon tem porary an n als recordon ly thatthe European troops,H orse,Foot,an d
A rtillery,w en toutfora recon n aissan ce "on the rig htof the P elhiroad."N ota m an w as

dispatched to the place w hich w as the g reatcen tre of political in trig ue an d political
dan g er— w hich w as the g reatpalatial hom e of the lastrepresen tativ e of the H ouse of
Tim our,an d w hich held a larg e body of N ativ e troops,an d the g reatm ag azin e of
UpperIn dia,un protectedby ev en a detachm en tof European s.N orless surprisin g w as
it,that,w ith all these sham eful proofs of the g reatcrim es w hich had been com m itted,
the risin g in dig n ation in the breasts of ourEn g lish leaders didn otim pel them toin flict
terrible retribution upon other crim in als.The B azaars on thatM on day m orn in g m ust
hav e been full of the plun dered property of our people,an d of m an y dreadful proofs

an d sig n s of com plicity in the g reatcrim e of the precedin g n ig ht.Retribution m ig ht
hav e fallen on m an y of the m urderers red-han ded;butn ota reg im en tw as letloose
upon the g uilty quarter. The m urdered bodies w ere collected an d laid outin the
Theatre,w here a m im ic trag edy w as to hav e been perform ed thatev en in g ;an d the
slayersof w om en an dchildren ,an dthe desecratorsof ourhom esteads,w ere sufferedto
en joy un m olestedthe fruits of theirw ork ;46 w hilstthe M eerutB rig ade,H orse,Foot,an d
A rtillery,m arched aboutCan ton m en ts,an d look ed atthe D elhi road alon g w hich the

m utin eershadm ade g oodtheirescape.47

W hatm ig hthav e been don e by ourpeople toov ertak e the g uilty actors in the trag edy
of thatS un day n ig ht,an dtostrik e aw e in tothe heartsof all w how ere m in dedtofollow
in the sam e track ,m ay be g atheredfrom an in div idual exam ple,the recordof w hich lies
before m e. Ithas been n arrated how M rs. Cham bers, w ife of the A djutan tof the
Elev en th, w as foully m urdered in her bun g alow . O n e of her husban d's frien ds,
L ieuten an tM ollerof the sam e reg im en t,obtain edsoon afterw ards w hatappearedtobe

g ood ev iden ce thata certain butcher of the GreatB azaar w as the assassin .O n this he
startedin his bug g y forthe B azaar,track edoutthe g uilty m an ,seizedhim ,an dcarried
him back toCan ton m en ts w ith a loadedpistol athis head.A drum -headcourt-m artial
w as assem bled, an d w hilstCham bers lay in con v ulsion s in an adjoin in g room , the
w retch w as tried,foun d g uilty,an d sen ten ced to be han g ed.A n d in a little w hile his
lifeless body w as sw in g in g from the bran ch of a m an g otree.48 There m ay,atthis tim e,

46
"Itisam arvelousthing that,w ith the dreadfulproofofthe night'sw orkin every direction,though groupsof

savagesw ere actually seen gloating overthe m angled and m utilated rem ainsofthe victim s,the colum n did not
take im m ediate vengeance on the S udderBazaarand itsenvirons,crow ded asthe w hole place w asw ith w retches
hardly concealing theirfiendish satisfaction,and w hen there w ere probably few housesfrom w hich plundered
property nightnothavebeenrecovered.Butthem enw ererestrained;thebodiesw erecollected andplacedinthe
theatre,in w hichadram atictragedy w ould havebeenenacted,buttortherealand aw fulone w hichoccurred the
nightbefore."— Report of Commissioner Williams.

47
S eestatem entofColonelS m yth.

48
T hisw asonthe14thofM ay.
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hav e been other exam ples of in div idual courag e an d resolution of the sam e stern
character,as there w ere afterw ards in all parts of the disturbedcoun try;butthe arm of
authority w asn otupliftedtostrik e,an dthe m ultitude of crim in alsescaped.

In deed,w here soev era n um berof En g lishm en are g atheredtog etherthere w ill surely
be deeds of g allan try,m an y an d g reat,thoug h they m ay be obliteratedby the han dof
death or lostin the con fusion of the hour.A n d M eerutsaw m an y acts of person al
brav ery don e by our people w hich w ill n ev er perhaps fin d sufficien trecord.49 N or
shoulditbe forg otten thatm an y n oble in stan cesof g ratitude an dg en erosity,oritm ig ht
perhaps hav e been on ly of com m on hum an ity,w ere apparen tin the con ductof the
N ativ es,w ho,w hilsttheir brethren w ere strik in g ,putforth their han ds to sav e,an d
risk edtheirow n liv es toprotectthose of the people w hose on ly crim e itw as thatthey

hadw hite faces.50

49
"T he firm hearing ofthe Deputy-Assistant Com m issary-General,w ho stood by hisoffice tillhishouse w asin

flam es,and ayoung officerrushed in w ith hislow erjaw shattered by am usket-ball,and it w asevident that the
m utinousguard w ould abstain no longer;the gallantresistance ofthe Executive Engineer,Grand T runkR oad;the
couragew ithw hichatleastonew om anattacked and w ounded herassailants— theseandm any otherinstancesof
the fortitude w ith w hich ourcountrym en and countryw om en m etthe unexpected onslaught,deserve notice,but
cannotbedetailedinsuchanarrative."— Report of Mr. Commissioner Williams. Unpublished Correspondence.

50
"T w o S epoysofthe Eleventh N ative Infantry m ostcarefully escorted tw o ladies,w ith children,to the Dragoon

Barracks.A M ahom edaninthecity sheltered tw oChristianfam ilies,w hentheactw asnotonly asingulardeviation
from the generalconduct of hissect,but one fullof danger to him self. A fem ale servant and w asher-m an
succeeded insavingtheyoungchildrenofalady,w hom alsothey w ereattem ptingtosaveveiled inN ativeclothes,
w henaruffiandrew opentieveil,saw thepaleface,andcutthepoorm othertopieces."— Ibid.
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CHAPTER III.

THE MEERUT MUTINEERS AT DELHI - EVENTS AT THE PALACE -
PROGRESS OF INSURRECTION - STATE OF THE BRITISH

CANTONMENT - MUTINY OF THE DELHI REGIMENTS - THE
EXPLOSION OF THE MAGAZINE - ESCAPE OF THE BRITISH

OFFICERS - MASSACRE OF THE PRISONERS.

W H IL S T the M eerut B rig ade w ere biv ouack in g on the g reat parade-g roun d, the
troopers of the Third Cav alry,scarcely draw in g rein on the w ay,w ere prick in g on ,in
hothaste,all throug h the m oon litn ig htfor D elhi.A n dthe footreg im en ts w ere toilin g
on laboriously behin dthem ,m ak in g rapidprog ress un derthe im pulse of a g reatfear.It
is hard tobeliev e thaton thatS abbath ev en in g a sin g le N ativ e soldier had discharg ed
hispiece w ithout.a belief;in hisin m ostheart,thathe w asg oin g straig httom artyrdom .
A paroxysm of suicidal in san ity w as upon them ,They w ere in a g reatpassion of the
P resen t,an d w ere reck less of the Future.B utthe soun d of the carbin es an d the rifles

an d the roar of the g un s,w ith their deadly show ers of g rape an d can ister,m usthav e
been rin g in g in theirears,an dthey m usthav e feltthatthey w ere losthopelessly.A n d
n ow ,as they speededon w ards in the broadm oon lig ht,they m usthav e listen edforthe
n oise of the pursuin g D rag oon s, an d m usthav e felt, in their pan ic flig ht, thatthe
European s w ould soon be upon them .B uthour after hour passed,an d there w as n o
soun d of pursuit; an d soon after break of day they saw the w aters of the Jum n a
g litterin g in the m orn in g sun ,an d the g reat City of Refug e rose en courag in g ly before

them ,B efore eig hto'clock ,the forem osttroopers hadcrossedthe riv erby the bridg e of
boats, had cutdow n the toll-k eeper, had fired the toll-house, had slain a solitary
E n g lishm an w how as return in g toD elhi across the bridg e;an d un der the w in dow s of
the Kin g 's P alace they w ere n ow clam orin g foradm ittan ce,callin g upon his M ajesty for
help,an ddeclarin g thatthey hadk illedthe En g lish atM eerutan dhadcom e tofig htfor
the Faith.

H earin g their cry, the Kin g sum m on ed to his presen ce Captain D oug las, the

Com m an dan tof the P alace Guards. In the H all of A udien ce,supportin g his totterin g
lim bs w ith a staff,the ag ed m on arch m etthe En g lish Captain .D oug las said thathe
w oulddescen dan dspeak tothe troopers;butthe Kin g im ploredhim n ottog o,lest,his
life shouldbe sacrificed,an dlayin g holdof on e of his han ds,w hilstA hsan -oollah,the
Kin g 'sphysician ,took the other,im perativ ely forbade him tog odow n tothe g ate.Then
D oug lasw en touton a balcon y an dtoldthe trooperstodepart,astheirpresen ce w asan
an n oyan ce tothe Kin g .H e m ig htasw ell hav e spok en tothe w in ds.B affledaton e poin t,

they m ade g oodtheiren tran ce atan other.Itw as in v ain totell them toclose the g ates,
there w ere som an y;an dthe g uards w ere n ottobe trusted.Ithappen edthatthe Thirty-
eig hth S epoy Reg im en t w as then on duty in the city— that reg im en t w hich had
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successfully defied the Gov ern m en tw hen ithad been desig n ed to sen d itacross the
B lack W ater.A lready they w ere prepared to castin their lotw ith the m utin eers.The
Calcutta Gate w as the n earestto the bridg e of boats;butw hen this w as closed,the
troopers m ade their w ay alon g the road thatrun s betw een the palace w alls an d the

riv er to the Rajg hatGate, w hich w as open ed to them by the M ahom edan s of the
Thauba-B azaar,an dthey clatteredin tothe tow n .

Then en sueda scen e of con fusion w hich itis difficulttodescribe.Cuttin g dow n ev ery
European they could fin d,an d settin g fire totheir houses,they doubled back tow ards
the Calcutta Gate,w here they learn tthatCom m ission er Fraser,D oug las of the P alace
Guards,an dotherleadin g E n g lishm en w ouldbe foun d.A sthey rode on ,w ith the cry of
"Deen-Deen!" they w ere follow edby an excitedM ahom edan rabble.The citizen s closed

their shops in am azem en tan d terror,an d from on e en d of D elhi to the other,as the
n ew s ran alon g the streets,there w as sore bew ilderm en tan dperplexity,an dev erybody
look edforthe com in g of the pursuin g E n g lishm en ,an dfearedthatthey w ouldin flicta
terrible retribution upon the city thathadharboredthe g uilty fug itiv es.B utn oEn g lish
reg im en ts w ere com in g tothe rescue.A n dthese m adden edN ativ e troopers,w ith such
v ile follow ers as they couldg ather up in the streets of D elhi,w ere n ow m asters of the
city.They k n ew thatthroug houtall the S epoy reg im en ts in Can ton m en ts there w as n ot

a m an w how ouldpull a trig g er,ordraw a sw ord,orlig hta port-fire in defen ce of his
En g lish officer.W ithouta fear,therefore,they rushed on ,scen tin g the En g lish blood,
eag erforthe larg erg am e,an dev erproclaim in g as they w en tg lory tothe P adishah an d
death tothe Ferin g hees.

W hilstthe M eerutm utin eers w ere com in g up from the further en d of the lon g lin e of
palace buildin g s, Com m ission er Fraser atthe other en d w as v ain ly en deav orin g to
secure the loyalty of the S epoy Guards.Captain D oug las also had g on e forth on the

sam e v ain erran d.B utitw as soon clear thatthey w ere pow erless.The troopers cam e
upon them ,an dthe Thirty-eig hth,heedlessof Fraser'sappeals,fratern izedw ith the n ew
com ers.W ords n ow w ere n othin g ;authority w as n othin g .In the face of thatsurg in g
m ultitude,in creasin g in n um bers an din fury ev ery m om en t,the En g lish g en tlem en felt
thatthey carried their liv es in their han ds.W hen the leadin g troopers g alloped up,
Fraser an d D oug las w ere in a bug g y tog ether;butseein g the dan g er thatbesetthem ,
they descen dedan dm ade forthe g ate of the civ il g uard-house,orpolice station ,w here

otherEn g lishm en join edthem .Tak in g a m usk etfrom on e of the g uards,Frasershotthe
forem ostof the troopers dead,an dthose w hofollow ed,seein g theircom rade drop,fell
back a little space;butthe m ultitude behin dpressedon ,an ditw as soon apparen tthat
safety w astobe foun don ly in flig ht.Fraserthen re-en teredhisbug g y an ddrov e forthe
L ahore Gate of the P alace,w hilstD oug las flun g him self in tothe ditch of the Fort,an d
thoug h sev erely in jured by the fall,thus sheltered from the fire of the en em y,crept
tow ards the P alace Gate.S om e Chuprassies of the P alace Guard,w hohadfollow edhim ,

liftedhim up,alm ostpow erlessfrom the in jurieshe hadreceiv ed,an don e of them took

the Captain on his shoulders an d carried him in to the P alace.P resen tly Fraser an d
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H utchin son ,the Collector,w hohadbeen w oun dedatthe com m en cem en tof the affray,
arriv edalsoatthe P alace.51

In the apartm en ts occupiedby Captain D oug las,there w ere then residin g ,as his g uests,

M r. Jen n in g s, the En g lish Chaplain , M iss Jen n in g s, his daug hter an d a youn g lady
n am ed Clifford, a frien d of the latter. M r.Jen n in g s had from an early hour of the
m orn in g been w atchin g throug h a telescope the adv an ce of the M eerutm utin eers,an d
he k n ew thatthere w as m ischief in the w in d.H earin g a n oise,he w en tbelow ,an d
foun d thatCaptain D oug las had justbeen broug htin an d placed on a ston e-seatin a
low ercourt.Un derhisdirection s,D oug lasan dH utchin son w ere carriedby som e of the
P alace Guards up the staircase to the apartm en ts ov er the g atew ay 52 w hilstFraser
rem ain edbelow ,en deav orin g toallay the excitem en t.S tan din g atthe footof the stairs,

w ith a sw ord in his han d,the last-n am ed w as addressin g a n oisy crow d,w hen a m an
n am ed M og hul B eg ,an orderly of the P alace Guards,rushed upon him an d clov e his
check tothe bon e.53 The othersfollow edupthe attack ,cuttin g athim w ith theirsw ords,
an dpresen tly S im on Fraser,Com m ission er,lay a corpse atthe footof the stairs.

M ean w hile,in the upperroom s,D oug las an dH utchin son w ere lyin g in g riev ous pain ,
an dthe Jen n in g sfam ily w ere m in isterin g tothem .The excitedcrow d,hav in g m urdered

the Com m ission er,n ow rushedupthe staircase eag erforthe bloodof the otherEn g lish
g en tlem en .A n attem ptw asm ade toclose the doorsatthe headof the staircases,butthe
m urderous g an g forced their w ay upw ards,stream ed in to the room s w here D oug las,
H utchin son , Jen n in g s, an d the in n ocen tyoun g E n g lishw om en w ere listen in g w ith
dism ay to the tum ultbelow ,an d,before a prayer could be lifted up,had m assacred
them w ith exultan tferocity.Itw as quick ly don e.A brief an dbloody m urder,terrible to
con tem plate,then stain ed the D elhi P alace;butn ocircum stan ces of sham eful outrag e
ag g rav atedthe horrorof the deed.54

51
Allthisisnecessarily given upon N ative evidence,adduced atthe trialsoftheKingofDelhiand M oghulBeg.In

som e respectsthe statem entsare contradictory. O ne w itnesssaysthat M r. Hutchinson accom panied Captain
Douglas;anotherthathe arrived w ith M r.Fraser.A third says,thatassoon asCaptain Douglasw asable to speak,
heordered hisChuprassies tosearchforM r.Hutchinsonand bringhim intotheP alace.

52
S om estatem entsaretotheeffectthatM r.JenningsandM r.HutchinsoncarriedDouglasupstairs.

53
Here,again,there isdiscordantevidence.O n the trialofthe King,itw asm ore than once stated thatthe first

blow w asstruckby one Hadjee,alapidary orseal-engraver,w ho (according to one w itness)"inflicted adeep and
m ortalw ound on the right side ofhisneck." But at the trialofM oghulBeg,five yearsafterw ards(1862),it w as
stated by one Buktaw ussS ing that he "saw the prisonerinflict the first w ound w hich w ason M r.Fraser'sface."
Anotherw itness,Kishun S ingh,also stated,"Isaw theprisonerstrikethefirstblow ."S ee furtherstatem entsinthe
Appendix.

54
Itw asstated,and forsom etim ebelieved,thattheEnglishladieshad beendragged beforetheKing,and either

m urdered in hispresence orby hisorders,and som e highly dram aticincidentshave been published illustrative of
thiscom plicity ofthe M ogulin the first m urders.But here isnot the least foundation forthese stories.O n the
otherhand,itisonevidencethatCaptainDouglas,shortly beforehisdeath,sentam essagetotheKing,requesting
him tosend palanquinstorem ovetheladiestotheQ ueen'sapartm ent;and thathedid so— buttoolate.
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There w as then a scen e of fearful uproaran dcon fusion ,w hich filledthe oldKin g w ith
bew ilderm en tan d terror. The m urderers, w ith their blood-stain ed sw ords in their
han ds,w en taboutboastin g of their crim es,an d callin g upon others to follow their

exam ple. The courtyards an d the corridors of the P alace w ere sw arm in g w ith the
m utin eers of the ThirdCav alry an dof the Thirty-eig hth,an dsoon the M eerutIn fan try
Reg im en ts55 beg an tosw ell the dan g erous crow d,w hilstan excitedM ahom edan rabble
m in g ledw ith the S epoysan dthe P alace Guards.The troopersstabledtheirhorsesin the
courts of the P alace.The foot-m en ,w eary w ith the lon g n ig htm arch,turn edthe M all of
A udien ce in toa barrack ,an dlittereddow n on the floor.Guards w ere postedall about
the P alace.A n dthe w retched,helpless Kin g foun dthathis royal dw ellin g -house w asin
m ilitary occupation .

W hilstthese ev en ts w ere passin g w ithin the precin ctsof the P alace,in the quarterof the
city m ostin habited by the En g lish residen ts the w ork of carn ag e an d destruction w as
proceedin g apace.Itis n oteasy tofix the precise houratw hich each particularin ciden t
in the dreadful catalog ue of crim e an d sufferin g occurred.B utitseem s to hav e been
un derthe m eridian sun thatthe prin cipal un official E n g lishm en in D elhifell v ictim s to
the fury of the en em y.A boutn oon the D elhiB an k w as attack edan dplun dered,an dall

its chief serv an ts,aftera brav e resistan ce,m assacred.M r.B eresford,the m an ag erof the
B an k ,took refug e w ith his w ife an dfam ily on the roof of on e of the outbuildin g s.A n d
there,for som e tim e,they stood atbay,he w ith a sw ord in his han d,ready to strik e,
w hilsthis courag eous helpm ate w as arm ed w ith a spear.Thus,w ith resolute brav ery,
they defen dedthe g org e of the staircase,un til the assailan ts,seein g n ohope of clearin g
the passag e,retired to scale the w alls in the rear of the house.The attack w as then
ren ew ed,butstill the little party on the roof m ade g allan tresistan ce.Itis relatedby an
eyew itn ess thaton e m an fell dead ben eath the lady's spear.B utto resistw as butto

protractthe pain s of death.They w ere ov erpow ered an d k illed, an d the B an k w as
g utted from floor to roof.The D elhi P ress establishm en tshared the sam e fate.The
Christian com positors had g athered there, in pursuan ce of their craft; an d n ev er,
perhaps,sin ce the firstdaw n of prin tin g ,had w ork been don e,sadder an d g rim m er
than this— foritw as theirs torecordin type thatthe han dof death w asupon them .The
teleg raph had broug htin the early m orn in g tidin g s thatthe M eerutm utin eers w ere
hasten in g toD elhi,an dw ouldsoon be atthe city g ates.S om e m usthav e feltthen that

they w ere com posin g theirow n death-w arran ts.The little slips of prin tedpaper— D elhi
Gazette "Extras"— w en tforth,an d the prin ters rem ain ed tom eetthe crisis,w hich they
hadjustan n oun ced.A boutm idday a crow dof in surg en ts rushedin tothe office,k illed
all the Christian com positors,w ho could n otaffecttheir escape,an d w ith clubs an d
poles destroyed the house an d its con ten ts,tak in g aw ay all the type thatthey could
carry,to turn to an other an d a deadlier use.Ev eryw here the Christian people w ere

55
T here isconsiderable diversity ofstatem ent relating to the hourat w hich the M eerut Infantry R egim ents

arrived.
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butchered, their property w as plun dered or destroyed, an d then their houses w ere
fired.56 The Church w as an especial objectof the fury of the in surg en ts.They g loated
ov erthe desecration of all thatw asheldin rev eren ce by ourChristian people.They tore
dow n an d shattered the m on um en tal slabs on the w alls;they seized the sacram en tal

plate;then they ascen dedtothe belfry,ran g a peal in derision ,an d,loosen in g orcuttin g
the ropes,letthe bellsfall w ith a crash on the ston esbelow .

M ean w hile,there w as (Treatexcitem en tin the B ritish Can ton m en ts,w here the S epoy
reg im en ts of the Com pan y w ere posted.O ur m ilitary force w as can ton ed on a.Ridg e
ov erlook in g the g reatcity,ata distan ce of abouttw om iles from it.There had durin g
the precedin g w eek been n osym ptom sof in quietude am on g them .S om e N ativ e officers
from the D elhi reg im en ts hadbeen sittin g on the g reatM eerutCourt-M artial;buthow

farthey sym pathizedw ith the prison ers can n otbe con fiden tly declared.Itw ouldhav e
been stran g e,how ev er,if w hathadhappen edatB arrack pore an dB erham pore hadn ot
been discussedatM eerut,an dif the N ativ e officershadn otcarriedback w ith them that
un easy feelin g of the som ethin g com in g w hich w as rapidly spreadin g from station to
station .It.iscertain ,how ev er,thaton the aftern oon of the Christian S abbath,w hich saw
atM eerutthe firstg reatbaptism of blood,a carriag e arriv edin the D elhiCan ton m en ts
full of N ativ es,w ho,thoug h n otin reg im en tal un iform ,w ere k n ow n tobe S epoys from

M eerut.57 W hatw as saidor don e in the L in es on thatev en in g an d durin g the en suin g
n ig htcan on ly be con jectured.B utthe follow in g m orn in g foun dev ery reg im en tripe for
rev olt.

A tthe early sun rise parade of thatday all the troops in the D elhi Can ton m en ts— the
Thirty-eig hth, the Fifty-fourth, an d S ev en ty-fourth Reg im en ts, w ith the N ativ e
A rtillery— w ere assem bled to hear the proceedin g s of the Court-M artial on Issuree
P an dy,the B arrack pore Jern adar,58 readaloud;an das they w ere read,there arose from

the assem bledS epoysa m urm urof disapprobation .There w asn othin g beyon dthis;but
som e officers in Can ton m en ts,w hohad been eag erly w atchin g the sig n s of the tim es,
feltthata crisis w as approachin g .A tthe early break fast,how ev er,w here our officers
m eteach other,afterm orn in g parade,atm ess-houses orpriv ate bun g alow s,there w as
the w on tedam oun tof lig ht-heartedcon v ersation an dcareless laug hter.A n dw hen they
separated,an d each m an w en tto his hom e to bathe an d dress,an d prepare for the
larg erbreak fastan dthe busin essorthe pleasure of the m orn in g ,itw asn otthoug htthat

the day w oulddifferfrom otherdays.B utbefore the w ork of the toiletw as atan en d,

56
"P rivate housesw ere entered by troopers(theirhorsesbeingheld atthe gatesofthe gardens),w ho said they

did not com e forloot but life,and w hen they w ere disappointed in theirgreed forEuropean life,they let in the
budmashes ofthe city,w ho,in the space ofhalfan hour,cleared out the best-regulated housesfrom punkah to
floor-cloth.T hey then eithersetfire to the house,or,ifitw ere notofan inflam m able nature,they pulled outthe
doorsandw indow -fram es,&c.,insom ecasesthebeam sfrom theroofs."-M r.W agentreiber'sN arrative.

57
S eeevidenceofCaptainT yleratthetrialoftheKingofDelhi.

58
IssureeP andy had beenhanged onApril22nd
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our people w ere startled by the tidin g s thatthe N ativ e Cav alry from M eerutw ere
forcin g theirw ay in tothe city.N ativ e serv an ts an dS epoy orderlies carriedthe n ew s to
theirofficers,an dev ery m an hurriedon his clothes,feelin g thatthere w as w ork before
him .B utev en then the prev ailin g idea w as thatthere hadbeen an escape from g aol;n o

m ore.N oon e thoug htthatthere w as dan g ertoan Em pire.If,itw as said,the troops at
M eeruthadm utin ied,the stron g body of European s there— the Rifles,the Carabin eers,
an d the w hite A rtillery— w ould surely hav e been upon their track .Itw as n otpossible
thatm ore than a few fug itiv escouldev erreach D elhi.

S oarg uedourofficerson the D elhiRidg e,asthey listen edtothe bug le-call an dbuck led
on theirsw ords.The Fifty-fourth w ere orderedoutforserv ice,an dtw oof D e Tessier's
g un s w ere toaccom pan y them tothe city.Itw as n ecessarily a w ork of tim e tog etthe

field-pieces ready for action ;so Ripley,leav in g tw ocom pan ies toescortthe A rtillery,
m arched dow n to the n earestg ate.This w as the Cashm ere Gate.A little w ay on the
other side of itw as the M ain -g uard,atw hich som e m en of the Thirty-eig hth w ere
posted.They hadalready in theirhearts castin theirlotw ith the m utin eers,an dw hen
Ripley appearedw ith the Fifty-fourth,the tim e foraction hadcom e,an dthey threw off
then the lastrem n an tof disg uise.The troopers of the ThirdCav alry,w ith the in surg en t
rabble from the tow n ,w ere surg in g on w ards tow ards the g ate.The Fifty-fourth,w ho

had broug ht dow n their pieces un loaded, n ow receiv ed the order to load; an d
m ean w hile,Captain W allace,actin g asfield-officerof the day,w hohadtak en com m an d
of the M ain -g uard,ordered the Thirty-eig hth to fire upon the m utin eers.To this they
respon dedon ly w ith in sultin g sn eers.N ota m an broug hthism usk ettothe "presen t."

This w as the turn in g poin tof the g reatdisaster.The Fifty-fourth w ere scarcely less
faithless than theircom rades.They firedin the air,an dsom e,perhaps,firedupon their
officers.59 A ftershootin g tw oof the in surg en ts,Ripley w as cutdow n ,an dn earhim fell

alsothe lifeless bodies of S m ith an dB urrow es,Edw ards an dW aterfield.W hen the tw o
com pan ies in the rearapproachedthe Cashm ere Gate w ith the g un s,they m etCaptain
W allace ridin g in hothaste tow ards them ;he beg g ed them ,for m ercy's sak e,tohurry
on ,as the troopers w ere shootin g dow n ourofficers.S oon they hadg hastly ev iden ce of
this dism al truth, for the m an g led body of their Colon el w as bein g broug htout,
"literally hack edtopieces."P aterson then orderedhis m en toload,an dpushedon w ith
all speedtothe g ate.B utthe reportof the approach of the g un s hadalready aw edthe

m utin eers,an d w hen they passed the g ate,our officers foun d n o trace of the en em y
w hom they had com e toattack ,exceptin the recedin g fig ures of a few troopers,w ho
w ere scam perin g tow ards the city. B ut they foun d m ost m iserable traces of the
precedin g con flict,in the deadbodiesof theircom rades,w hich w ere scatteredaboutthe
place.These w ere n ow broug htin tothe M ain -g uard,before w hich the g un s hadbeen
plan ted,an dthe tw ocom pan ies of the Fifty-fourth postedas a g arrison .A n dthere they

59
T hereseem stobe som edoubtabouttheconductoftheFifty-fourthinthisfirstcollision.Itisstated,how ever,

thatColonelR ipley declaredthathisow nm enhadbayoneted him .
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rem ain ed hour after hour,g ain in g n o assured in tellig en ce of the m ov em en ts of the
rebels,an dev ercheerful in the thoug htthataidfrom M eerut,w ith its stron g European
force,m ustcertain ly be close athan d.

M ean w hile, Captain W allace had been directed by M ajor P aterson to brin g up the
S ev en ty-fourth Reg im en t,w ith tw om ore g un s.M ajorA bbott,on g ain in g in tellig en ce of
the defection of the Thirty-eig hth, an d the doubtful con duct of the Fifty-fourth,
m oun ted his horse,hasten ed tothe L in es of his reg im en t,an d addressed his m en .H e
told them thatthe tim e had com e for them to prov e thatthey w ere true an d loyal
soldiers;an d he called for v olun teers toaccom pan y him dow n tothe Cashm ere Gate.
There w as n ota m an there w ho did n otcom e to the fron t;an d w hen the order w as
g iv en toload,they obeyeditw ith befittin g alacrity.Then they m archeddow n ,w ith tw o

m ore g un s,un derL ieuten an tA islabie,an daboutm idday w ere w elcom edby P aterson
an d his party atthe M ain -g uard.The force atthis posthad n ow been stren g then edby
the return of som e S epoys of the Fifty-fourth,w hohad g on e off in the con fusion ,an d,
hav in g roam ed aboutfor som e tim e in a state of bew ilderm en tan d pan ic,had atlast
turn ed back to the poin tfrom w hich they had started, han g in g on to the sk irts of
circum stan ce, w on derin g w hatw ould be the result, an d w aitin g to see w hether a
retributiv e force from M eerutw assw eepin g in tothe City of the M og ul.

Tim e passed,an d the slan tshadow s throw n by the descen din g sun w ere fallin g upon
the M ain -g uard. Yetstill n o authen tic in tellig en ce of w hatw as passin g in the city
reached our expectan tofficers,exceptthatw hich w as con v eyed tothem by European
fug itiv es w hosoug htsafety there from other parts of the city.S cared an d bew ildered
they hadcom e in ,each w ith som e story of an escape from death,prov iden tial — alm ost
m iraculous.B utthere w as little room for rejoicin g ,as itseem ed tothem thatthey had
been sav ed from old dan g ers on ly to en coun ter n ew .A tthe M ain -g uard they w ere

surroun dedby S epoys,w aitin g on ly a fittin g opportun ity todisen cum berthem selv esof
the lastrem n an tof their outw ard fidelity.A tan y m om en tthey m ig htbreak outin to
open rev olt,an dshootdow n the European sof both sexescon g reg atedin the en closure.

Itw as a tim e of in ten se an xiety.Itw as ev iden tthatthe in surrection w as rag in g in the
city.There w asa con fusedroar,presag in g a g reattum ult,an dsm ok e an dfire w ere seen
ascen din g from the European quarter.Then there w as,atin terv als,a soun dof A rtillery,

the m ean in g of w hich w as n otcorrectly k n ow n , an d then a trem en dous explosion ,
w hich shook the M ain -g uardtoits v ery foun dation .L ook in g tothe quarterw hen ce the
n oise proceeded,they saw a heav y colum n of sm ok e obscurin g the sk y;an dthere w as
n odoubtin m en 's m in ds thatthe g reatM ag azin e hadexploded— w hetherby acciden t
or desig n could on ly be con jectured.B utw hilstthe party in the Guard-house w ere
speculatin g on the ev en t, tw o European officers join ed them ,on e of w hom w as so
black en ed w ith sm ok e thatitw as difficulttodiscern his features.They w ere A rtillery
subaltern s,w hohadjustescapedfrom the g reatexplosion .The story w hich itw astheirs

totell ison e w hich w ill n ev erbe forg otten .
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The g reatD elhiM ag azin e,w ith all its v astsupplies of m un ition s of w ar,w as in the city
atn og reatdistan ce from the P alace.Itw as in charg e of L ieuten an tGeorg e W illoug hby,
of the B en g al A rtillery,w ith w hom w ere associated L ieuten an ts Forrestan d Rayn or,

officers of the O rdn an ce Com m issariatD epartm en t,an dsix European Con ductors an d
Com m issariatS erg ean ts.A ll the restof the establishm en tw as N ativ e.Early m orn in g
w ork is a con dition of A n g lo-In dian life, an d W illoug hby w as at the M ag azin e
superin ten din g the accustom edduties of his departm en t,an dlittle dream in g w hatthe
day w ould brin g forth, w hen Forrestcam e in accom pan ied by the m ag istrate, S ir
Theophilus M etcalfe, an d in form ed him thatthe M eerutm utin eers w ere stream in g
across the riv er.Itw as M etcalfe's objecttoobtain from the M ag azin e a couple of g un s
w herew ith to defen d the B ridg e. B utitw as soon apparen tthatthe, tim e for such

defen ce had passed.The troopers had crossed the riv er,an d had foun d in g ress atthe
P alace Gate. A brav e an d resolute m an , w ho, ev er in the m idstof dan g er,seem ed
alm osttobear a charm ed life,M etcalfe then w en taboutother w ork ,an d W illoug hby
braced him self up for the defen ce of the M ag azin e.H e k n ew how m uch depen ded on
its safety.H e k n ew thatn oton ly the m utin ous soldiery,butthe dan g erous classes of
D elhi, w ould pour dow n upon the M ag azin e, som e eag er to seize its accum ulated
m un ition s of w ar,others g reedy on ly forplun der.If,he thoug ht,he couldholdoutbut

a little w hile,the w hite reg im en ts atM eerutw ouldsoon com e tohis aid,an da stron g
g uard of En g lish Riflem en w ith g un s m an n ed by European artillerym en ,w ould m ak e
the M ag azin e secure ag ain stall corn ers.Itw as soon plain thatthe N ativ e establishm en t
of the M ag azin e w as n ottobe trusted.B utthere w ere n in e resolute En g lishm en w ho
calm ly preparedthem selv es toface the trem en dous odds w hich threaten edthem ,an d,
if the sacrifice w ere required,todie ben eath the ruin s of the M ag azin e.Cheeredby the
thoug htof the approachin g succorfrom M eerut,these brav e m en beg an theirw ork .The
outer g ates w ere closed an d barricaded. Gun s w ere then broug htout, loaded w ith

double charg es of g rape,an dpostedw ithin the g ates.O n e of the N in e,w ith port-fire in
han d,stoodready todischarg e the con ten tsof the six-poun dersfull upon the adv an cin g
en em y if they shouldfin dtheirw ay in tothe en closure.These arran g em en ts com pleted,
a train w as laidfrom the pow der-m ag azin e,an don a g iv en sig n al from W illoug hby,if
furtherdefen ce shouldbe hopeless,a m atch w as tobe appliedtoit,an dthe M ag azin e
blow n in tothe air.

W hilstin this attitude of defen ce,a sum m on s tosurren dercam e tothem in the n am e of
the Kin g .Itw as treatedw ith con tem ptuous silen ce.A g ain an dag ain m essen g ers cam e
from the P alace sayin g thathis M ajesty had ordered the g ates to be open ed,an d the
stores g iv en uptothe A rm y.If n ot,ladders w ouldbe sen t,an dthe M ag azin e w ouldbe
carried by escalade.Un m ov ed by these m en aces,W illoug hby an d Forrestan sw ered
n othin g ,butlook edtotheirdefen ses;an dpresen tly itw asplain thatthe scalin g -ladders
hadarriv ed.The en em y w ere sw arm in g ov erthe w alls.A tthis poin tall the N ativ es in
the M ag azin e, the g un -lascars, the artificers an d others w hose defection had been
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expected,threw off theirdisg uise,an d,ascen din g som e slopin g sheds,join edthe en em y
on the otherside.

The tim e for v ig orous action had n ow arriv ed.A s the en em y stream ed ov er the w alls,

roun d after roun d of m urderous g rape-shotfrom our g un s, deliv ered w ith all the
cooln essan dsteadin essof a practice-parade,riddledthe adv an cin g m ultitudes;butstill
they poured on ,k eepin g up a heav y fire of m usk etry from the w alls.60 Yethopin g
alm ostag ain sthope tohearthe lon g ed-forsoun dof the com in g help from M eerut,the
dev otedEn g lishm en heldtheirg roun dun til theirav ailable am m un ition w as expen ded.
Then further defen ce w as im possible;they could n otleav e the g un s to brin g up shot
from the M ag azin e,an dthere w ere n on e tohelpthem .M ean w hile,the m utin eers w ere
forcin g theirw ay atotherun protectedpoin ts in tothe g reaten closure,an ditw as plain

thatthe N in e— tw oam on g them w oun ded,thoug h n otdisabled,forthe stron g w ill k ept
them attheir posts— could n o lon g er hold the g reatstorehouse from the g rasp of the
en em y.S othe sig n al w asg iv en .Con ductorS cully firedthe train .In a few secon ds there
w asa trem en dousexplosion .The M ag azin e hadbeen blow n in tothe air.

N oton e of thatg allan tban dexpectedtoescape w ith hislife.B utfourof the N in e,in the
con fusion w hich en sued, thoug h at first stun n ed an d bew ildered, shattered an d

bruised,m ade g ood their retreatfrom the ruin s.W illoug hby an d Forrest,ithas been
seen ,escaped to the M ain -g uard.Rayn or an d B uck ley took a differen tdirection ,an d
ev en tually reached M eerut. S cully an d his g allan tcom rades w ere n ev er seen aliv e
ag ain .B utthe liv es thus n obly sacrificedw ere dearly paidforby the en em y.H un dreds
perished in thatg reatexplosion ;an d others ata distan ce w ere struck dow n by the
frag m en ts of the buildin g ,orby bullets flun g from the cartridg es ig n itedin store.B utit
w as n otpossible thatby an y such explosion as this the im m en se m aterial resources of
the g reatD elhi M ag azin e shouldbe sodestroyed as tobe un serv iceable tothe en em y.

The effectof The heroicdeed,w hich has g iv en tothose dev otedN in e a cherishedplace
in H istory,can n ev erbe exactly com puted.B utthe g ran deurof the con ception is n otto
be m easuredby its results.From on e en dof In dia toan otheritfilledm en 's m in ds w ith
en thusiasticadm iration ;an dw hen n ew s reachedEn g lan dthata youn g A rtillery officer
n am ed W illoug hby had blow n up the D elhi M ag azin e,there w as a burstof applause
thatcam e from the deepheartof the n ation .Itw as the firstof m an y in trepidacts w hich
hav e m ade us proud of our coun trym en in In dia;butits brillian cy has n ev er been

eclipsed.

In the B ritish Can ton m en ton the Ridg e a colum n of w hite sm ok e w asseen toarise from
the city,an dm utin y in presen tly the soun dof the explosion w asheard.Itw as then four
o'clock .B rig adier Grav es an d the officers un der him had been exertin g them selv es to
k eep tog ether such of the troops as had n otm arched dow n to the D elhi City,ev er
hopin g that the European s from M eerut w ould soon com e to their relief, an d
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T heassailantsappeartohavebeenprincipally S epoysoftheEleventhand T w entiethR egim entsfrom M eerut.



A History of the Sepoy War in India. 1857-1858 - Volume II , Copyright © www.sanipanhwar.com 51

w on derin g w hy they w ere solon g in m ak in g theirappearan ce.Itseem edstran g e,butit
w as possible,thatthe exten tof the dan g er w as n otapprehen ded by Gen eral H ew itt;
stran g e thatitshould be n ecessary tosen d for succors to M eerut,an d yet,as the day
adv an cedan dn ohelpcam e,itclearly hadbecom e n ecessary toappeal forthe aidw hich

oug httohav e been freely an dprom ptly sen t.Then on e brav e m an steppedforw ardan d
offeredtocarry a lettertothe Gen eral atM eerut.This w as D octorB atson ,the S urg eon
of the S ev en ty-fourth Reg im en t.The g allan tofferw as accepted.The letterw as w ritten ,
an d placedin B atson 's han ds.H e took leav e of his w ife an d children ,w hom he m ig ht
n ev ersee ag ain ,disg uisedhim self as a Fakeer, an dsetforth on his perilous journ ey.B ut

w ell as he playedhis part,an dable as he w as tospeak the lan g uag e of the coun try as
fluen tly as his ow n ,he had n otproceeded far before his disg uise w as pen etrated;the
color of his eyes had betrayed him .H e w as fired upon by the S epoys,robbed an d

stripped by the v illag ers,an d fin ally castadrift,to w an der aboutn ak ed an d hun g ry,
w eary an d footsore,passin g throug h ev ery k in d of peril,an d en durin g ev ery k in d of
pain .

A ll day lon g the S epoys in the Can ton m en thadbeen hov erin g upon the brin k of open
m utin y.They had com m itted n o acts of v iolen ce ag ain sttheir officers,but,lik e their
com rades atthe M ain -g uard,thoug h heldback by the fearof the w hite reg im en ts that

w ere expectedfrom M eerut,they w ere festerin g w ith the bittern ess of n ation al hatred,
an d eag er to strik e.The ladies an d children had been g athered up an d sheltered in a
place k n ow n as the Flag staff Tow er.61 There tw oof D e Tessier's g un s w ere posted;but
the N ativ e g un n ers w ere n otto be trusted,an d besides the officers,there w ere on ly
n in eteen European s,orChristian s,in the Can ton m en t.Itw as feltthatatan y m om en ta
crisis m ig htarriv e,w hen n othin g buta sudden flig htcould sav e the liv es of this little
han dful of our people.The explosion of the M ag azin e seem s to hav e broug hton the
in ev itable m om en t,w hen the lastlin k sthatboun dthe N ativ e soldiery totheirEuropean

officersw ere tobe brok en .

A tthe M ain -g uard in the City,as in the Can ton m en ton the Ridg e,the sam e process
w asg oin g on in .the lig htof the settin g sun .The disaffection of the D elhireg im en tshad
ripen ed in to g en eral m utin y.The lastrestrain ts w ere flun g aside un der an assum ed
con v iction that the European s from M eerut w ere n ot com in g to av en g e their
slaug htered brethren .The g reatn ation al cause w as sw ellin g in to porten tous extern al

dim en sion s un der the in flation s of the Kin g an d P rin ces,an d others of stron g er lun g s
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T hisFlagstaffT ow erbecam eafterw ardsvery celebratedinthehistory ofthesiegeofDelhi.O nthat11thofM ay

Itw aslittle betterthan a"BlackHole."T he scene w ithin the tow eristhusdescribed by an eyew itness:"Here w e
found alarge num berofladiesand children collected in around room som e eighteen feetin diam eter.S ervants,
m ale and fem ale,w ere huddled togetherw ith them ;m any ladiesw ere in afainting condition from extrem e heat
and nervousexcitem ent,and allw ore that expression ofanxiety so nearakin to despair. Here w ere w idow s
m ourning theirhusbands'm urder,sistersw eeping overthe report ofabrother'sdeath,and som e there w ere
w hosehusbandsw erestillonduty inthem idstofthedisaffected S epoys,ofw hosefatethey w ereasyetignorant.
Itw asaBlackHoleinm iniature,w ith allbutthelast.horrible featuresofthatdreadfulprison,and Iw asglad even
tostandinthesuntocatchabreathoffreshair."Wagnstreiber's Narrative.
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than theirow n .Ev eryw here ithadbeen n oisedaboutfrom early m orn in g thatthe Kin g
w as on the side of the m utin eers,an dthattofig htag ain stthe En g lish w as tofig htfor
the Kin g — tofig htfor the restoration of the M og ul thron e— tofig htfor the relig ion of
the P rophet.A n d as the day adv an ced,there w ere m ore un m istak able sig n s thatthis

w as n eitheran in v en tion n ora delusion .The in m ates of the P alace,tim id,feeble,effete
as they w ere,hadplain ly risen ag ain stthe dom in an tChristian pow er.The yok e of the
Ferin g hees w as to be castoff.The tim e had com e w hen all the g reatoffices of S tate
w ouldag ain be filledby the people of the East— by M ahom edan s an dH in doos,un der
the restored dyn asty of the M og uls. A n d w hilst m an y w ere in spired by these
sen tim en ts,m an y alsow ere m ov edby a g reatlustof plun der;an dasthe sun n earedthe
horizon ,an d still there w ere n o sig n s of the av en g in g E n g lishm en on the road from
M eerut, m assacre an d spoliation w ere safe an d easy, an d all the scum of D elhi,

therefore,w asseen upon the surface of the rebellion .

Tohold outan y lon g er ag ain stsuch ov erw helm in g odds w as n ow w holly im possible.
A tthe M ain -g uard the m assacre of our people w as com m en ced by a v olley from the
Thirty-eig hth,deliv ered w ith terrible effectin to the m idstof them .Gordon ,the field-
officerof the day,fell from hishorse w ith a m usk et-ball in hisbody,an ddiedw ithouta
g roan .S m ith an d Rev eley of the S ev en ty-fourth,w ere shotdead.62 Thatan y Christian

person escapedam idstthe show erof m usk etry thatw as pouredupon them seem edto
be a m iraculous deliv eran ce.There w as n ow n othin g leftto the surv iv ors butto seek
safety in flig ht.There w as buton e m ean s of escape, an d thata perilous, alm osta
hopeless,on e.There w as an em brasure in the bastion sk irtin g the courtyard of the
M ain -g uard,throug h w hich eg ress m ig htbe obtain ed,an dby droppin g dow n in tothe
ditch— a fall of som e thirty feet— an d ascen din g the opposite scarp,the slope of the
g lacis m ig htbe g ain ed,beyon dw hich there w as som e jun g le,w hich m ig htaffordcov er
tothe fug itiv es till n ig htfall.Youn g an dactiv e officers,n otcrippledby w oun ds,m ig ht

accom plish this;butthe despairin g cries of som e En g lishw om en from the in n erroom s
of the Guard-house,rem in dedthem thatthey couldn otthin k w holly of them selv es.To
rem ain in the Guardw as tocourtdeath.The m utin eers w ere n oton ly firin g upon our
people w ith their m usk ets,butpoin tin g their g un s atus.The on ly hope leftw as a
descen tin tothe ditch,butev en thatw as m ore despair.S othe w om en w ere broug htto
the em brasure,an d w hilstin terror an d con fusion they w ere discussin g the possibility
of the descen t,a roun d-shotpassedov ertheirheads,an dthey feltthatthere w as n ota

m om en ttobe lost.The officersthen fasten edtheirbeltstog ether,an dthusaided,w hilst
som e dropped in tothe ditch toreceiv e the w om en ,others helped them from abov e to
descen d.A tlast,n otw ithoutm uch difficulty,ag g rav ated by the terror of the poor
creatures w ho w ere bein g rescued,the w hole w ere low ered in to the ditch;an d then
cam e the still m ore difficulttask of ascen din g the opposite ban k .The steepn ess of the
ascen tan dthe in stability of the soil m ade theirfootin g soin secure,thatag ain an dag ain
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T he latter(R eveley) had aloaded gun in hishand; he quietly raised him selfup w ith adying effort,and

dischargingbothbarrelsintoaknotofS epoysbelow ,thenextm om entexpired."— Lieutenant Vibart's Narrative.
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they w ere foiledin the attem pttoreach the sum m it.The earth g av e w ay ben eath them ,
an d helpin g m en an d helpless w om en rolledback tothe bottom of the ditch am idsta
show er of crum blin g earth.D espair,how ev er,g av e them superhum an en erg y,an d at
lastthe w hole of ourlittle party hadsurm oun tedthe outerslope of the ditch,an dw ere

safe upon the crestof the g lacis.Then they m ade theirw ay in tothe jun g le w hich sk irted
it,an dpushedon ,som e in the direction of the Can ton m en ts,an dsom e in the direction
of M etcalfe H ouse.

M ean w hile,in the B ritish Can ton m en ton the Escape from Ridg e our people had been
reducedtothe sam e extrem ity of despair.The S epoys hadturn edupon them an dn ow
held possession of the g un s.Itw as n olon g er possible to defen d the place or to k eep
tog ether ev en the few N ativ e soldiers w how ere in clin ed torem ain faithful,un der the

in fluen ce of oldhabits an dperson al attachm en ts.Tw ocircum stan ces,how ev er,w ere in
fav or of the En g lish in Can ton m en ts.O n e w as,thatthe S epoys ata distan ce from the
P alace an dthe City w ere lessacquain tedw ith the exten ttow hich the Royal Fam ily an d
the M aham edan citizen s of D elhiw ere aidin g an dsupportin g the m utin eers.The other
w as,thatour officers,bein g attheir hom es,had facilities of con v eyan ce— horses,an d
carriag es,an d carts— w herew ith tocarry off their fam ilies toM eerutor Kurn aul,w ith
som e prov ision s for the journ ey,an d perhaps som e of the rem n an tof their household

g ods.W hen firstthey m ov ed off,there w as a slig htshow or preten ce of the S epoys
g oin g w ith them . They fell in to the w ord of com m an d, an d, for a little space,
accom pan ied the departin g E n g lishm en ;butsoon the colum n s w ere brok en up,the
S epoys stream ed in to the B azaars, an d all sem blan ce of disciplin e w as aban don ed.
Three or four officers,w ho had rem ain ed w ith them ,tried to rally their m en in v ain .
The S epoys im plored them to escape before the rabble from the city burstupon the
Can ton m en t.A lready,in deed,the En g lish carriag eshadbeen lig htedupon theirw ay by
the blaze of our burn in g bun g alow s. If the officers w ho w ere the lastto quitthe

Can ton m en tcouldrescue the reg im en tal colors,itw as the m ostthatthey couldhope to
accom plish.63

S o,forth from the Can ton m en tan dforth from the City w en tourfug itiv e people.M an y
n arrativ es of deep an d pain ful in teresthav e been w ritten ,descriptiv e of the sufferin g s
w hich they en dured,an d the dan g ers w hich they en coun tered.Ithas been n arrated
how they hidthem selv es n ow in the jun g le,n ow in the ruin s of un in habitedbuildin g s;

how they tore off theirepaulettes orotherbrig htappen dag es of theirun iform lestthey
shouldattractn otice by g litterin g in the m oon lig htorthe sun shin e;how they Crouched
lik e hares in form ,orhidthem selv es in g aps an dhollow s;how they w ere track edan d
despoiled by robbers;how they w ere lured in to.seem in g ly frien dly v illag es an d then
foully m altreated;how they w aded throug h or sw am riv ers,carryin g the w om en an d
children acrossasbestthey could;how they w ere beaten an dstripped,an dsen ton their
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T he last to quit the Cantonm ent w ere,apparently,ColonelKnyvett ofthe T hirty-eighth,L ieutenantGam bier,

CaptainP eile,and CaptainHolland.



A History of the Sepoy War in India. 1857-1858 - Volume II , Copyright © www.sanipanhwar.com 54

w ay un der the fierce un clouded sun of the In dian sum m er, w ithoutclothin g an d
w ithoutfood;how they often laid them selv es dow n atn ig htw eary,exhausted,an d in
sore pain , crouchin g close to each other for w arm th,expectin g ,alm osthopin g that
death w ould com e aton ce toreliev e them from their sufferin g s;how delicate w om en

an dyoun g children strug g ledon ,som etim es separatedfrom theirhusban ds orfathers,
butev erfin din g con solation an dsupportin the k in dly an dchiv alrous m in istration s of
En g lish g en tlem en .64 S om e m ade g oodtheirw ay toM eerut,som e toKurn aul,som e to
Um ballah.O thers perishedm iserably on the road,an d a few ,un able toproceed,w ere
leftbehin dby theircom pan ion s.This w as the soresttrial of all thatbefell the fug itiv es.
Itw en ttothe hearts of these brav e m en toaban don an y of their fellow -sufferers w ho
could n olon g er share their flig ht.B utthere w as n ohelp forit.S o,on ce or tw ice,after
v ain en deav ors tocarry the helpless on e toa place of safety,itw as foun dthat,w ith the

en em y on their track ,death to the M an y m ustfollow further efforts to sav e the O n e,
an dsothe w retchedcreature w asleftbehin dtodie.65

B uttruth w ould n otbe satisfied if itw ere n otn arrated here thatm an y com passion ate
an d k in dly acts on the partof the N ativ es of the coun try reliev ed the dark n ess of the
g reatpicture of n ation al crim e.M an y of the fug itiv es w ere succored by people in the
rural districts throug h w hich they passed,an dsen ton theirw ay in safety.In this g ood

w ork m en of all classes,from g reatlan dholders to hum ble sw eepers took part,an d
en dan g eredtheirow n liv esby sav in g those of the haplessChristian s.66

W hilstthese rem n an ts of our B ritish officers,w ith theirw iv es an d children ,w ere thus
m iserably escapin g from D elhi, there w ere others of our coun try people, or co-
relig ion ists,w how ere in pitiable captiv ity there,aw aitin g death in a stiflin g dun g eon .
These w ere,for the m ostpart,European or Eurasian in habitan ts of the D arao-g un j,or
En g lish quarterof D elhi,en g ag edin com m erce ortrade.O n the m orn in g of the 11th of

M ay, m an y of these people, hearin g thatthe m utin eers w ere crossin g the bridg e,
g athered them selv es in on e of the "larg estan d stron g esthouses" occupied by our
Christian people,an d there barricaded them selv es.These,how ev er,an d others,burn t
ordrag g edoutof theirhouses,escapeddeath on ly tobe carriedprison ers tothe P alace,
w here they w ere con fin ed in an un derg roun d apartm en t,w ithoutw in dow s,an d on ly
on e door,so thatlittle either of air or lig htev er en tered the dreary dw ellin g .There

64
And nobly thew om enplayed theirparts,and notalw aysasthew eakervessels.O nepublished narrativerelates

how tw oladies-M rs.W ood and M rs.P eile— saved aw ounded officer,thehusband oftheform er,w hocould not
havem ovedinw ardw ithouttheirsupport.
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S eeL ieutenantVibart'sN arrative.
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M r.W illiam s,in hisofficialreport,givesalist — but notacom plete one — ofthe N ativesw ho succored the

Delhifugitives.S ee also narrative ofthe escape ofCaptain T .W .Holland:"T here beingno m ilkin the village,one
P ultoo sw eeper,orothersofhisfam ily,used daily to take the trouble to go to procure som e from adjacent
villages."Again:"Irem ained w ithJum nadass(aBrahm in)six days.Hegavem e thebestpartofhishouse tolivein,
and thebestfoodhecould,"&c.&c.
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n early fifty Christian people — m en ,w om en ,an d children — w ere huddled tog ether,
scan tily fed,con stan tly threaten ed an d in sulted by the S epoys an d P alace-g uards,but
bearin g up brav ely ben eath the burden of theirsorrow s.A fterfourorfiv e days of this
sufferin g ,a serv an tof the Kin g ask edon e of the ladiesin the dun g eon how ,if they w ere

restored to pow er,the En g lish w ould treatthe N ativ es;an d the an sw er w as,"Justas
you hav e treatedourhusban ds an dchildren ."O n the follow in g day they w ere ledforth
todie.The P alace-g uards cam e tothe prison -dooran dtoldthem tocom e forth,as they
w ere to be tak en to a better residen ce.S urely m istrustin g their g uards,they crow ded
outof the dun g eon .A rope w as throw n roun d them ,en circlin g the party sothatn on e
couldescape.Then they w ere tak en toa courtyard-the appoin tedsham bles — w here
g reat crow ds of people w ere g athered tog ether to w itn ess the m assacre of the
Christian s.A s they stood there cursin g the Ferin g hees an d throw in g up their jubilan t

cries,the w ork of slaug htercom m en ced.Itis n oteasy totell the story w ith an assured
belief in its truth.Itseem s,how ev er,thatthe N em esis of the ThirdCav alry w as there;
thatsom e of the troopers firedw ith carbin e orpistol atthe prison ers,butby m ischan ce
struck on e of the Kin g 's retain ers.Then there beg an a carn ag e atthe sabre's edg e.Itis
hardtosay how itw as don e.W hetherm an y orw hetherfew sw ordsm en fell upon the
Christian s is un certain .67 B ut,in a brief space of tim e,fifty Christian people - m en ,
w om en , an d children — w ere rem orselessly slain .68 A sw eeper, w ho had helped to

dispose of the corpses,bore w itn ess thatthere w ere on ly fiv e orsix m en am on g them .
The bodies w ere heapedupon a cart,born e tothe ban k s of the Jum n a,an dthrow n in to
the riv er.

S othere w as n ot,after that16th of M ay,a sin g le European leftin D elhi,either in the
Can ton m en tor in the City.The B ritish had n olon g er an y footin g in the capital of the
M og ul.W e hadbeen sw eptoutby the g reatbesom of destruction ,an dB ehaudurS hah
reig n ed in our place.S in ce the days of S uraj-ood-dow lah an d the B lack H ole,n osuch

calam ity hadev erov ertak en ourpeople,an dn ev ersin ce w e firstsetfooton In dian soil
an y such dire disg race. Thata n um ber of Christian people should be thus foully
m assacredw as a g reatsorrow ,butthatn othin g shouldbe don e toav en g e the bloodof
our slaug htered coun trym en w as a far g reater sham e.The sorrow w as atD elhi;the
sham e w as atM eerut.The little ban dof En g lishm en sudden ly broug htface toface w ith
m utin y in the L in es,in surrection in the City,an drev olution in the g reatteem in g P alace
of D elhi; w ho foun d, as their en em ies on thatM ay m orn in g , six m utin ous S epoy

Reg im en ts, a hostile M ahom edan population , an d the retain ers of the old M og ul
dyn asty,w ith the Kin g 's n am e as the w atchw ord,an dthe P rin ces as the leaders of the
m an y-sidedrev olt,couldn othav e don e m uch m ore than they didtostein the tide that
w asrushin g upon them .Itw asn otpossible thatthey shouldholdoutform ore than on e
dreadful day w ith such a pow erarrayedag ain stthem .Theirdoom hadbeen sealedin
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O nestatem entistotheeffectthatahundred orahundred and fifty m enfelluponthem w iththeirsw ords;and

anotheris,thattw osw ordsm endidtheentirebutchery by them selves.
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A w om an(M rs.Aldw ell)w iththreechildren,escapedby feigningM ahom edanism .
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the early m orn in g .W hen the hoofs of the forem osttroop-horse run g upon the bridg e
across the Jum n a,the death-k n ell of the B ritish w as soun ded.From m orn ton oon ,from
n oon tosun set,still ourpeople w ere sustain edby a stron g faith in the m an hoodof their
coun trym en ,w ho,ata little distan ce,had H orse,an d Foot,an d a g reatstren g th of

A rtillery tobrin g totheirsuccor.B utw hen the sun w en tdow n ,an dthere w asn osig n at
D elhi of the approach of the D rag oon s or the Galloper g un s,they saw thatthey w ere
deserted;an dw hatcouldthey dobutfly?

B utdid the respon sibility of this g riev ous in action restw ith Gen eral H ew ittor w ith
B rig adierW ilson ? The Gen eral has assertedthat,as the com m an dof the station w as in
the han ds of the B rig adier,the m ov em en tof the troops depen dedupon him .B utw hen
a Gen eral O fficer,com m an din g a div ision of the A rm y,thus shifts the respon sibility on

tothe shoulders of a subordin ate,he v irtually seals his ow n con dem n ation .W hen ,ata
later period,W ilson w as called upon by the suprem e m ilitary authorities for a full
explan ation of the causes of the in action of the European troops on the n ig htof the 10th
of M ay,an dreferen ce w as m ade tow hatH ew itthadstated,the form erw rote in reply,
"Iw ould beg torefer tothe Reg ulation s of the B en g al A rm y,S ection XV II.,w hich w ill
show w hatlittle authority ov er the troops is g iv en to the B rig adier com m an din g a
station w hich is the H ead-Q uarters of a D iv ision ,an d thatIcould n othav e exercised

an y distin ctcom m an d,the M ajor-Gen eral bein g presen ton the occasion .A s B rig adier,I
on ly exercised the executiv e com m an d of the troops un der the orders of the M ajor-
Gen eral.""Im ay orm ay n ot,"he added,"hav e been w ron g in offerin g the opin ion Idid
to the M ajor-Gen eral.I acted to the bestof m y judg m en tatthe tim e,an d from the
un certain ty reg ardin g the direction tak en by the fug itiv es,Istill believ e Iw asrig ht.H ad
the B rig ade blin dly follow ed in the hope of fin din g the fug itiv es,an d the rem ain in g
portion of the Can ton m en tbeen thereby sacrificed, w ith all our sick , w om en an d
children ,an d v aluable stores,the outcry ag ain stthose in com m an d atM eerutw ould

hav e been still g reaterthan ithasbeen ."

This, in part, is the explan ation of thatfirstg reatfailure, w hich so perplexed an d
astoun dedall w hoheardof it,an dw hich ledtog reatan ddisastrous resultshereafterto
be recorded.The m ilitary com m an ders atM eerutbeliev edthatitw as theirfirstduty to
protectlife an d property in the Can ton m en t. The m utin ous S epoys, aided by the
escaped con v icts, an d by ruffian s an d robbers from the bazaars an d v illag es, had

butchered m en ,w om en ,an d children ,had burn ed an d g utted the houses of the w hite
people in the N ativ e quarter of the Can ton m en t, an d itw as believ ed that, if due
precaution s w ere n ottak en ,the other g reathalf of m ilitary M eerutw ould share the
sam e fate,thatthe Treasury w ould be plun dered,an d thatthe m ag azin es w ould fall
in to the en em y's han ds.To W ilson itw as n atural thatthe safety of the Can ton m en t
should be his firstcare;butH ew ittcom m an ded the w hole M eerutD iv ision ,in cludin g
the g reatstation of D elhi,w ith itsim m en se m ag azin e,an dn ota sin g le European soldier
tog uard its profusion of m ilitary stores.Itn eeded n obreadth of v ision ,n oforecastto

discern the trem en dous dan g er w hich lay atthe distan ce on ly of a n ig ht's m arch from
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M eerut— dan g ern otlocal,butn ation al;dan g ern olessporten tous in itspolitical than in
its m ilitary aspects.B utn otan effortw as m ade to in terceptthe fatal flood of m utin y
thatw as stream in g in to D elhi.Gen eral H ew ittig n ored the factthatthe w hole of the
M eerutD iv ision w as un der his m ilitary charg e,an d thin k in g on ly of the safety of the

place in w hich he him self resided,he stood upon the defen siv e for m an y days,w hilst
the rebels of the L in es,of the Gaols,an d the B azaars,w ere rejoicin g in the w ork that
they haddon e w ith im pun ity equal totheirsuccess.

B utthe judg m en tof the historian w ouldbe buta partial— an im perfect— judg m en t,if it
w ere tostop here.There is som ethin g m ore tobe said.B en eath these person al errors,
there lay the errors of a v icious system an d a false policy.To brin g this g reatcharg e
ag ain ston e Com m an derof a D iv ision oran otherCom m an derof a D iv ision ,ag ain ston e

Com m an der-in -Chief or an other Com m an der-in -Chief,ag ain ston e Gov ern or-Gen eral
or an other Gov ern or-Gen eral, ag ain stthis D epartm en tor ag ain stthatD epartm en t,
w ould be a m istak e an dan in justice.Itw as n otthis or thatm an thatw an ted w isdom .
The ev il lay broadan ddeepin the n ation al character.The arrog an ce of the En g lishm an ,
w hich cov ered him ev er w ith a g reatdelusion ,forbiddin g him to see dan g er w hen
dan g erw as surroun din g him ,an dren derin g itim possible in his eyes thatan y disaster
shouldov ertak e sog reatan dpow erful a coun try,w as the prin cipal source of this g reat

failure atM eerut.W e w ere ev er lappin g an d lullin g ourselv es in a false security.W e
had w arn in g s,m an y an d sig n ifican t;butw e brushed them aw ay w ith a m ov em en tof
im patien ce an d con tem pt.There is a can tphrase,w hich,because itis can t,itM ay be
ben eath the dig n ity of H istory to cite;butn o other w ords in the En g lish lan g uag e,
coun tedby scoresorby hun dreds,can soexpressthe prev ailin g faith of the En g lishm an
atthattim e, as those tw o w ell-k n ow n w ords, "A ll seren e." W hatev er clouds m ig ht
low er— w hatev er tem pests m ig htthreaten — still itw as "A ll seren e" Itw as held to be
un becom in g an E n g lishm an to be prepared for a storm . To speak of ug ly sig n s or

porten ts— to hin tthatthere m ig htbe com in g perils w hich itw ould be w ell to arm
ourselv es to en coun ter— w as to be scouted as a feeble an d dan g erous alarm ist.W hat
hadhappen edatB arrack pore an dB erham pore m ig htw ell hav e arousedourpeople to
cautious action . W e had before seen storm s burstsudden ly upon us to our utter
discom fiture an d destruction ;butw e w ere n otto be w arn ed or in structed by them .
W hen H en ry L aw ren ce w rote,"H ow un m in dful hav e w e been thatw hatoccurredin the
city of Caubul m ay som eday occur atD elhi,M eerut,or B areilly," n o on e heeded the

propheticsayin g an y m ore than if he hadprophesiedthe im m ediate com in g of the day
of judg m en t.Ev erythin g ,therefore,atM eerut,in spite of plain an dpaten tsym ptom s of
an approachin g outbreak ,w as in a state of utterun preparedn ess foraction .There w ere
troopers w ithouthorses,troopers thatcouldn otride — artillerym en w ithoutg un s,an d
artillerym en w ho did n otk n ow a m ortar from a how itzer,or the differen ce betw een
roun d-shotan dg rape.This w as n otthe faultof Gen eral H ew ittorB rig adierW ilson ;it
w as the faultof the system — the policy.The prev ailin g idea,an d on e for w hich there
w as g oodw arran t,w as,thatthe Gov ern m en tdesiredthatthin g s shouldbe k eptquiet.

Ev en to hav e a battery of artillery equipped for im m ediate serv ice w as held to be a
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dan g erous m ov em en t,thatm ig htexcite alarm ,an d,perhaps,precipitate a crisis,w hich
otherw ise m ig htbe in defin itely delayed.W hen an officerof A rtillery com m an din g on e
of the M eerutbatteries soug htperm ission ,a few days before the outbreak ,toload his
am m un ition -w ag on s,thathe m ig htbe ready,in case of acciden t,forprom ptserv ice,he

w as toldthatsuch a stepw ouldexcite suspicion am on g the N ativ es,an dthattherefore
itcould n otbe san ction ed. A n d this m ay hav e been rig ht. The w ron g con sisted in
hav in g allow ed thin g s todriftin tosuch a state,thatw hatoug httohav e been the rule
w as reg arded as som ethin g altog ether abn orm al an d exception al,an d as such,a cause
of special alarm .The policy w as tobeliev e,ortopreten d tobeliev e,thatourlin es had
been castin pleasan tplaces;an dthe system ,therefore,w as n ev ertobe preparedforan
em erg en cy— n ev ertobe ready tom ov e,an dn ev ertok n ow w hattodo.In pursuan ce of
this system the Com m an der-in -Chief w as in the g reatplay-g roun d of S im lah,an d the

Chiefs of D epartm en ts w ere en courag in g him in the belief thatthe cloud "w ould soon
blow ov er." S o officers of all ran k s in the g reatD iv ision s of the A rm y in the N orth-
W est— in the S irhin d,in the M eerut,in the Caw n pore D iv ision s— did,accordin g tothe
pattern of H ead-Q uarters, an d accordin g to their in stin cts as En g lishm en ; an d,
therefore,w hen the storm burst,w e w ere all n ak ed,defen seless,an dforlorn ,an dk n ew
n othow toen coun teritsfury.

Ithas been con ten ded thata prom ptm ov em en tin pursuitof the m utin eers m ig htn ot
hav e been successful.A n ditis rig htthatall circum stan ces of difficulty shouldbe fully
tak en in to accoun t. Rebellion dev eloped itself un der the cov er of the n ig ht. The
m utin eers dispersed them selv es here an d there,an d our people k n ew n otw hither to
follow them .The Cav alry,how ev er,m usthav e tak en tothe road,an dw here the N ativ e
troopers couldg o,ourD rag oon s m ig hthav e pursuedthem ;butthe form erhada lon g
start,an d itis said that,as they w ould hav e been the firsttoen ter D elhi,they w ould
hav e destroyed the bridg e across the Jum n a;an d thatev en if our Cav alry an d H orse

A rtillery had m ade their w ay in to the City, they w ould hav e foun d them selv es
en tan g ledin streets sw arm in g w ith an arm edrabble,stim ulatin g an daidin g the hostile
S epoy Reg im en ts w hohadbeen preparedtow elcom e,an dtocastin theirlotw ith their
com rades from M eerut. B utitis to be observ ed, upon the other han d, thatif the
troopers of the Third Cav alry, w ho w ere the firstto en ter D elhi, had cutoff the
com m un ication w ith M eerut,by destroyin g the bridg e,they w ouldhav e shutoutlarg e
n um bers of their ow n people,w ho w ere pourin g ,or rather dribblin g ,in to D elhi all

throug h the day.If the M eeruttroopshadarriv edon the ban k sof the Jum n a in a serried
m ass,un dera capable com m an der,they w ould,w hen the w hole hadpassedov er,hav e
destroyedthe bridg e,tocutoff the pursuitof the en em y from M eerut.B utstrag g lin g in
atin terv als,un dern orecog n izedchiefs,this w as n ottobe expected;an dif ithadbeen
don e,a g reatpartof the M eerutIn fan try Reg im en ts m usthav e fallen in tothe han ds of
the pursuin g E n g lishm en ,an dbeen destroyedby the g rape-shotorsabres w ithin sig ht
of the P alace w in dow s.
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B utthe m ere m ilitary arg um en tin such a case does n otdispose of the historical
question ;foritw as from the m oral n oless than from the m aterial effects of the pursuit
thatadv an tag e w as tobe deriv ed.The sig htof a sin g le w hite face abov e the crestof a
parapethas ere n ow puta g arrison toflig ht.A n ditm ay n otun reason ably be assum ed

that,if on thatM on day m orn in g a few En g lish D rag oon s had been seen approachin g
the Jum n a,itw ouldhav e been believ edthata larg e body of w hite troops w ere behin d
them ,an d rebellion ,w hich w as precipitated by our in activ ity,w ould then hav e been
suspen ded by the fear of the com in g retribution . Un less the D rag oon s an d H orse
A rtillery hadheadedthe S epoys,w hich w as n otin deedtobe expected,the firstsudden
rush in toD elhi m usthav e occasion edw ildcon fusion ,an dm an y liv es m usthav e been
sacrificedtothe fury of the troopers an d the rabble of abettors.B utthe disasterw ould
hav e been butlim ited— the defeatbuttem porary.Itisdoubtful w hether,if the av en g in g

E n g lishm en had,thatm orn in g ,appearedun derthe w allsof D elhi,the S epoy Reg im en ts
station edthere w ouldhav e brok en in torebellion ;an ditis w ell n ig h certain ,thatin the
presen ce of the B ritish troops the Royal Fam ily of D elhi w ould n othav e dared to
proclaim them selv es on the side of the m utin eers.A ll throug h the hours of the m orn in g
there w as doubtan dhesitation both in the Can ton m en ts an d in the P alace;an ditw as
n otun til the sun w asg oin g dow n thatitbecam e m an ifestthatD elhiw asin the throesof
a g reatrev olution .Em bolden ed an d en courag ed by w hatseem ed to be the sudden

prostration of the En g lish,ouren em ies saw thattheirtim e hadcom e,w hilstourfrien ds
lostcon fiden ce in ourpow eran dourfortun e,an dfearedtodeclare them selv es on our
side.B etterin thatcase forthe En g lish soldierstocom e toD elhitobe beaten than n otto
com e atall.

Itw asthe w an tof effortatsuch a m om en tthatdidussuch g riev ousharm .Forfrom on e
station to an other the n ew s spread thatthe S epoys had con quered the En g lish at
M eerut,an d proclaim ed the M og ul Em peror atD elhi.The firstg reatblow had been

struck atthe Ferin g hees,an dev erfrom place toplace the rum orran thatthey hadbeen
paralyzedby it.69

There is an other question tow hich,fitly here,a few sen ten ces m ay be dev oted.Ithas
been saidthat,in look in g atthis g reathistory of the S epoy W aras a w hole,w e shall n ot
tak e justaccoun tof it,un lessw e con siderthat,in asm uch asthere hadbeen a con spiracy
throug houtthe B en g al N ativ e A rm y for a g en eral risin g of the S epoys all ov er the

coun try on a g iv en day,the sudden outbreak atM eerut,w hich caused a prem ature
dev elopm en tof the plot,an dputthe En g lish on theirg uardbefore the appoin tedhour,
w as the salv ation of the B ritish Em pire in In dia.Colon el Carm ichael S m yth w as ev er
assuredin his ow n m in dthat,by ev olv in g the crisis in the ThirdCav alry Reg im en t,he
hadsav edthe Em pire.Itw ashis boast,an dhe desiredthatitshouldbe m ade k n ow n to
all m en ,thathe m ig hthav e the full creditof the act.A n dIam boun dtosay thatthere is

69
T hereisan expressive Hindostaneew ord in very com m oncurrency am ongbothEuropeansand N ativeson the

BengalsideofIndia"lachar"orhelpless.Itw ascurrently said thattheEnglishw ere lachar.
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hig h testim on y in supportof the belief thus con fiden tly expressed.M r.CracroftW ilson ,
w how as selectedby the S uprem e Gov ern m en ttofill the postof S pecial Com m ission er,
afterthe suppression of rebellion ,w ith a v iew tothe pun ishm en tof the g uilty an dthe
rew ardof the deserv in g ,has placedupon recordhis full belief in this story of a g en eral

con spiracy for a sim ultan eous risin g . "Carefully collatin g ," he has w ritten , "oral
in form ation W ith factsasthey occurred,Iam con v in cedthatS un day,31stof M ay,1857,
w as the day fixed for m utin y to com m en ce throug houtthe B en g al A rm y;thatthere
w ere com m ittees of aboutthree m em bers in each reg im en tw hich con ductedthe duties,
if,Im ay sospeak ,of the m utin y;thatthe S epoys,as a body,k n ew n othin g of the plan s
arran g ed;an d thatthe on ly com pacten tered in to by reg im en ts,as a body,w as,that
their particular reg im en ts w ould do as the other reg im en ts did. The com m ittee
con ducted the correspon den ce an d arran g ed the plan of operation s,v iz.,thaton the

31stof M ay parties should be told off to m urder all European fun ction aries,m ostof
w hom w ouldbe en g ag edatchurch;seize the treasure,w hich w ouldthen be aug m en ted
by the firstin stallm en tof the rubbie harv est;an drelease the prison ers,of w hich an arm y

existedin the N orth-W estern P rov in ces alon e of upw ardsof tw en ty-fiv e thousan dm en .
The reg im en tsin D elhian ditsim m ediate v icin ity w ere in structedtoseize the m ag azin e
an d fortification s ....From this com bin ed an d sim ultan eous m assacre on the 31stof
M ay, 1857, w e w ere, hum an ly speak in g , sav ed by L ieuten an t-Colon el S m yth

com m an din g the Third Reg im en tof B en g al L ig htCav alry,an d the frail on es of the
B azaar.

The m in e had been prepared,an d the train had been laid,butitw as n otin ten ded to
lig htthe slow m atch for an other three w eek s.The spark ,w hich fell from fem ale lips,
ig n iteditaton ce,an dthe n ig htof the 10th of M ay,1857,saw the com m en cem en tof a
trag edy n ev erbefore w itn essedsin ce In dia passedun derB ritish sw ay."70

Thisisstron g testim on y,an dfrom a stron g m an — on e n otpron e tov iolen tassum ption s
or stran g e con jectures,w ho had un usual opportun ities of in v estig atin g the truth,an d
m uch discern m en tan d discrim in ation to turn those opportun ities to accoun t.B utthe
proofsof thisg en eral com bin ation fora sim ultan eousrisin g of the N ativ e troopsare n ot
so n um erous or so con v in cin g as to w arran t the acceptan ce of the story as a
dem on strativ e fact.Itis certain ,how ev er,thatif this sudden risin g in all parts of the
coun try hadfoun dthe En g lish un prepared,butfew of ourpeople w ouldhav e escaped

the sw iftdestruction .Itw ould then hav e been the hard task of the B ritish n ation to
recon quer In dia, or else to suffer our Eastern Em pire to pass in to an ig n om in ious
tradition . B utw hether desig n ed or n otdesig n ed by m an , God's m ercy forbade its
accom plishm en t; an d in a few hours after this first g reat explosion , the Electric
Teleg raph w as carryin g the ev il tidin g s toall parts of the coun try.The n ote of w arn in g
w as soun ded across the w hole len g th an d breadth of the lan d; an d w herev er an
E n g lishm an w asstation edthere w asthe stern preparation of defen ce.

70
M r.J.C.W ilson'sM oradabadN arrative(O fficial),Decem ber24,1858.
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CHAPTER IV.

EFFORTS OF LORD CANNING - STATE OF PUBLIC FEELING IN
CALCUTTA - APPREHENSIONS AND ALARMS - BEARING OF THE

GOVERNOR-GENERAL - CORRESPONDENCE WITH THE
COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF - THE FIRST MOVEMENT TOWARDS

DELHI - THE VOLUNTEER QUESTION - FIRST ARRIVAL OF
SUCCOURS - APPEARANCE OF COLONEL NEILL.

W H IL S TT little by little the details recited in the precedin g chapter w ere m ak in g
them selv es k n ow n to L ord Can n in g in Calcutta, the Gov ern or-Gen eral, calm ly
con fron tin g the dan g ers an ddifficulties before him ,w as strain in g ev ery n erv e torepair
the firstg reatdisaster,an dtoprotectthose defen seless tracts of coun try in w hich n ew
rebellion s w ere m ostlik ely toassertthem selv es."The partof the coun try,"he w rote to

the P residen tof the In dia B oard, "w hich g iv es m e m ostan xiety is the lin e w hich
stretches throug h the len g th of B en g al from B arrack pore close by toA g ra in the N orth-
W estern P rov in ces. In thatlen g th of sev en hun dred an d fifty m iles, there is on e
European Reg im en tatD in apore,an d thatis all.B en ares has a S ik h Reg im en t,butn o
European s;A llahabadthe sam e;n otreck on in g a hun dredEuropean in v alids,w how ere
sen tthere a few days ag o.A ton e of these places the N ativ e Reg im en tis a suspected
on e,an dateitherthe tem ptation toseize the Fortorthe Treasury w ill be v ery g reat,if
they hearthatD elhi con tin ues in the han ds of m utin ous reg im en ts.Therefore,the tw o

poin ts to w hich I am strain in g are the hasten in g of the expulsion of the rebels from
D elhi,an dthe collection of the European s here tobe pushedup the coun try."W hathe
did,in the early partof M ay,forthe g atherin g of troops from a distan ce,has been told
in the firstv olum e of this H istory.The results of those in itial efforts rapidly dev eloped
them selv es;butw hatseem s to be sw iftdispatch,in tran quil tim es,is w eary w aitin g ,
w hen the issuesof life ordeath m ay depen dupon the lossorg ain of an hour.

M ean w hile,in the g reatv ice-reg al capital of In dia there w as m uch tribulation .Forthere
w ere g atheredtog etherlarg e n um bers orChristian people,m en ,w om en ,an dchildren .
B utn um bersdidn otseem toim parttothem eitherstren g th orcourag e.A v astm ajority
of those Christian in habitan ts w ere m en w hohadbeen habituated,throug h lon g years,
topeace aridsecurity.There w as n otin the w hole w orld,perhaps,a m ore tran quil,self-
possessed city,than Calcutta had ev er been durin g a period of n early a cen tury.Ev en
the local tum ults,to w hich all g reattow n s are m ore or less periodically subject,had
been absen tfrom the "City of P alaces." The w orstdisturban ces had resulted from the

excitability of stray sailors from the m erchan t-ships ov erm uch refreshedin the pun ch-
houses of the Dhurrumtollah or the Chitpore B azaar.A n d the N ativ es of the coun try

g en erally had been reg arded as a harm less, serv ile, obsequious race of m en , to be
rev iled,perhaps beaten atdiscretion ,by the haug hty an d In toleran tEn g lishm an .That
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E n g lishm an , as seen in Calcutta, w as, for the m ostpart, of the n on -official type;
experien ced in the w ays of com m erce,activ e,en terprisin g ,in tellig en t,butw ith little
k n ow ledg e of En g lishm an the N ativ e character sav e in its tradin g aspects,an d little
g iv en to con cern him self aboutin tricate question s of In dian policy. The n am e of

"D itcher" had been g iv en to him , as on e w ho seldom or n ev er passed beyon d the
boun dary of the M ahratta ditch. The railw ay had don e som ethin g to dim in ish this
in clusiv en ess;butstill m an y of the European residen ts of Calcutta k n ew little of the
g reatw orldbeyon d,an dw ere pron e,therefore,toattach un due im portan ce tothe busy
com m ercial capital in w hich they w ere buyin g an d sellin g , an d w ere holdin g their
householdg ods.Theiridea of In dia m uch resem bledthe Chin ese m ap-m ak er's idea of
the w orld.The City of P alaces,lik e the Celestial Em pire,cov ered,in theirm in ds,n early
the w hole of the sheet.

Itw as n otstran g e thatm en of this class,un accustom edtog reatexcitem en ts,little used
tostren uousaction of an y k in d,an din m an y in stan ces,perhaps,w holly un sk illedin the
use of offen siv e w eapon s,should hav e been stun n ed an d bew ildered by the tidin g s
from the N orth-W est,an d w hatseem ed to them the probabilities of a recurren ce of
sim ilartrag edies in B en g al.N orw as itstran g e thatthey shouldhav e look edeag erly to
the Gov ern m en tto putforth all its av ailable resources to protectthem ag ain stthe

dan g ers w hich their excited im ag in ation s beheld rapidly approachin g . The v ery
con fiden ce w hich they hadbefore feltin their security,an d their g en eral con tem ptfor
the subjectraces,n ow ren deredthe reaction w hich hadsetin all the m ore exag g erated
an d ov erw helm in g .The pan icin M ay has,perhaps,been ov erstated in the recital.B ut
stories are still curren tof Christian fam ilies betak in g them selv es forsafety tothe ships
in the riv er,orsecurin g them selv esw ithin the ram partsof the Fort,an dof m en stain in g
their m an hood by hidin g them selv es in dark places. B ut these m an ifestation s of
un m an ly fear w ere prin cipally am on g the Eurasian s an d P ortug uese, or w hatare

described as the "low er order of European shopk eepers." Thatsom e people lefttheir
hom esin the suburbs,thatsom e took theirpassag estoEn g lan d,thatm an y boug htg un s
an d rev olv ers, an d lay dow n to rest full-dressed an d full-arm ed, is n ot to be
question ed.71 A n ditiscertain thatthe prev ailin g feelin g w asthatthe Gov ern or-Gen eral
failed toappreciate the m ag n itude of the dan g er— thatn othin g could rouse him from
the letharg y in dicatedby his still face of m arble an d his tran quil dem ean or— an d that,
in a w ord,he w asn otequal tothe occasion .

Itw ould be un justto say thatthe apprehen sion s of the Calcutta com m un ity w ere
altog etherun reason in g an dun reason able,forthere w ere m an y sources of alarm atthis

71
Iw ish it to be borne in m ind that thisrefersentirely to the state ofthingsin M ay.A farm ore unm istakable

panic,ofw hichsom eaccountw illhereafterbegiven,aroseinthem iddleofJune.Butevenoftheform erm ontha
contem porary journalist w rote:"M en w ent about w ith revolversin theircarriages,and trained theirbearersto
load quickly and fire low .T he shipsand steam ersin the rivershave been crow ded w ith fam iliesseeking refuge
from the attack,w hich w asnightly expected,and everyw here asense ofinsecurity prevailed,w hich w asnatural
enoughw henthecharacterofthedangerapprehendedistakenintoconsideration."— Friend of India, May 28.
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tim e.Forem ostof all there w as the g reatdreadof the S epoys,w ho,a little w hile before
trustedg uardian s of ourliv es an dproperties,hadsudden ly g row n in tom urderers an d
despoilers. There w as butlittle space betw een B arrack pore an d Calcutta. A n ig ht's
m arch m ig hthav e broug htthe w hole brig ade in to the capital; to ov erpow er the

European g uards,to seize the Fort,an d to m assacre the Christian in habitan ts.Then
there w asin the im m ediate suburbsof Calcutta,alon g the riv er-ban k ,the g reat,reek in g ,
ov erflow in g sew erof the O ude household— the exiledKin g ,his astute P rim e M in ister,
an dhis m ultitude of depen den ts,all restless in in trig ue,aideag ertoin flictm easureless
retribution upon the n ation thathad deg raded an d despoiled them .A n d then ag ain
there w as a v ag ue fear,dom in an tov er all,thatthe v astan d v aried population s of the
N ativ e suburbs an d bazaars w ouldrise ag ain stthe w hite people,release the prison ers
in the g aols,an dg org e them selv es w ith the plun derof the g reatcom m ercial capital of

In dia.A ll these w ere atleastpossibilities.W hathad been don e atM eerutan d D elhi
m ig htbe actedov erag ain atCalcutta on a larg erscale an dw ith m ore terrible effect.

A ftera lapse of yearsw e m ay speak lig htly of these dan g ers,an dsay thatL ordCan n in g
discern ed the true state of thin g s,w hilstothers saw them dark ly throug h the g lass of
their fears.B utthe differen ce,perhaps,w as rather thatof outw ard bearin g than of
in w ard appreciation of the position of affairs.Itis hard tosay how m uch depen ds,in

such a crisis,upon the calm an d con fiden tdem ean or of the head of the Gov ern m en t.
D ay after day passed,an d the Gov ern or-Gen eral satthere,firm as a rock ,w aitin g for
fresh tidin g s of disaster, an d doin g all thathum an ag en cy could do to succor our
distressed people an d to tread dow n the in solen ce of the en em y.The g reatEn g lish
com m un ity of Calcutta thoug htthathe did n otsee the m ag n itude of the dan g er,
because he did n ottrem ble for the fate of the capital.H e did n otk n ow w hatitw as to
trem ble,an dsom e saidthathe didn otk n ow w hatitw as tofeel.B utthoug h he w ore a
calm face,in n om an 's m in d w as there a clearer sen se of the m ag n itude of the crisis,72

an din n om an 's heartw as there a deeperpity.H e pitiedthose ata distan ce,w how ere
really g irtaboutw ith peril,an dw hose despairin g criesforhelp,in the shape of En g lish
troops,n early brok e hisheart.B uthe pitiedm ostof all,w ith a con tem ptuouspity,those
w hoexag g eratedthe dan g ers aroun dthem ,w hocouldn otcon ceal theirfears,an dw ho
w ould fain hav e in duced him to treatCalcutta as thoug h itw ere the w hole In dian
Em pire.If there w ere an y im passiv en ess,an y obduracy in him ,itw as sim ply thathe
could n otbrin g him self tothin k m uch aboutthe place in w hich he w as liv in g ,w hilst

there w ere other places beg irtw ith m ore im m in en tperil.H e forg othim self,w ith the
self-n eg ation of a n oble n ature, an d, forg ettin g him self, he m ay for a w hile hav e

72
L ord Canning'scorrespondence aboundsw ith proofsofthis.T ake the follow ing from acharacteristicletterto

Bishop W ilson,w hich clearly show sthat he did not underrate the danger,although he w asconfident ofthe
nationalability to surm ount it;"T he sky isvery black,and asyet the signsofaclearing are faint.Butreason and
com m onsenseareonoursidefrom thevery beginning.T hecourseoftheGovernm enthasbeenguided by justice
and tem per.Idonotknow thatany onem easure ofprecaution and strength,w hich hum anforesightcanindicate,
hasbeen neglected.T here are stout heartsand clearheadsat the chiefpostsofdanger— Agra,L ucknow ,and
Benares.Fortherest,theissueisinhigherhandsthanours.Iam very confidentofcom pletesuccess."
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forg otten those im m ediately aroun d him .A n d so ithappen ed thatthe fears of m an y
E n g lishm en in Calcutta w ere m ixed w ith stron g resen tm en ts,an d they beg an to hate
the Gov ern or-Gen eral w hocouldn otbrin g him self tothin k thatthe In dian Em pire w as
in cludedw ithin the circuitof the M ahratta ditch.

A s the m on th of M ay adv an ced,the pan ic in creased.Ithas been show n ,in m easured
term s,w hatthe Gov ern or-Gen eral thoug htof these m an ifestation s of a g reatterror.In
later letters he spok e outin m ore em phatic lan g uag e,an d con tem porary records of a
less exalted character seem to support his assertion s. P erhaps his eag ern ess to
en courag e others,by show in g thathe had n ofear for the P residen cy,carried him in to
an excess of outw ardin differen ce.Certain ly,he didn otseem toappreciate,in the first
in stan ce,an offerm ade by the B ritish in habitan ts toen roll them selv es in toa v olun teer

corps forthe protection of the g reatCity of P alaces.M an y publicbodies cam e forw ard
atthis tim e w ith protestation s of un sw erv in g loyalty an d free offers of serv ice.The
Trades A ssociation ,the M ason icL odg es,the N ativ e Christian Com m un ity,an dside by
side w ith our ow n com patriots an d fellow -subjects, the represen tativ es of the g reat
Fren ch an d A m erican n ation s,sym pathizin g w ith us in our distress.S uch offers w ere
w orthy an dhon orable,an den titledtoall g ratitude from ourrulers.Those com m un ities
desired tobe arm ed an d disciplin ed an d org an ized after the m an n er of soldiers.L ord

Can n in g toldthem in reply thatthey m ig hten roll them selv esasspecial con stables.

A n ditw asthoug htthatthere w asa touch of con tem ptin the v ery n ature of the an sw er.
B ut,althoug h L ord Can n in g believ ed thatthere w as a "g roun dless pan ic," he had n o
desig n torejectcon tem ptuously those offers of assistan ce.H is desire w as todisplay n o
outw ard sym ptom of alarm or m istrust.H e w as suprem e ruler,n otof a class or of a
com m un ity,butof all classes an d com m un ities.H e saw clearly thatthe g reatfear had
possessedev ery quarterof the city an dits suburbs,an dw as ag itatin g the breasts of all

the v ariedpopulation sin habitin g them ,an dhe k n ew thatw hatm ig httran quillize an d
subdue in on e direction m ig htalarm an dirritate in an other.A tn operiodof ourhistory
w ere the N ativ es of In dia in sog reata paroxysm of fear.They shudderedtothin k that
they m ig htlose theircaste— shudderedtothin k thatthey m ig htlose theirliv es.A ll sorts
of stran g e reports w ere afloatam on g the people,an dthe En g lish w ere eag erthatL ord
Can n in g shouldcon tradictthem by publicproclam ation ."O n e of the lastreports rife in
the B azaar,"he w rote on the 20th of M ay,"is,thatIhav e orderedbeef tobe throw n in to

the tan k s,topollute the caste of all H in doos w hobathe there,an dthaton the Q ueen 's
birthday all the g rain -shops are tobe closed,in ordertodriv e the people toeatun clean
food.M en ,w hooug httohav e heads on their shoulders,are g rav ely ask in g thateach
fable should be con tradicted by proclam ation as itarises,an d are arm in g them selv es
w ith rev olv ers because this is n otdon e. I hav e already tak en the on ly step thatI
con sider adv isable,in the sen se of a refutation of these an d lik e rum ors,an d patien ce,
firm n ess,an dIhope a speedy return of the deludedtocom m on sen se,w ill dothe rest."
A n d clearly recog n izin g all these con flictin g fears an d suspicion s,he w alk ed steadily
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butw arily betw een them ,assailed on all sides by cries for special help,butk n ow in g
w ell thatthe safety of all depen dedupon the stren g th an dcon stan cy of hisresistan ce.

The Q ueen 's birthday w as celebratedin Calcutta afterthe w on tedfashion .A g ran dball

w asg iv en atGov ern m en tH ouse.73 Itw as the desire of L ordCan n in g ,abov e all thin g s,
thatn othin g shouldbe don e tobetray an y w an tof con fiden ce in the g en eral loyalty of
the people.H e had been besoug httoexchan g e his ow n person al g uard of N ativ es for
on e com posedof European s,butthishe hadrefusedtodo. A n d the sw eet face of
L ady Can n in g w as tobe seen ,ev en in g afterev en in g ,calm an dsm ilin g ,as she took her
w on ted driv e on the Course or in the open suburbs of Calcutta.A n d n ow thatitw as
represen tedthatitm ig htbe expedien ttoom itthe usual feu-de-joie firedin the Q ueen 's

hon or, the sug g estion w as rejected; but in order that there m ig ht be n o

m isapprehen sion as to the am m un ition used on the occasion ,a g uard of S epoys w as
sen tto brin g som e of the old un suspected cartridg es outof the reg im en tal stores at
B arrack pore.The ball in the ev en in g w as w ell atten ded;butsom e absen tedthem selv es,
believ in g thatthe con g reg ation un deron e roof of all the leadin g m em bersof the En g lish
com m un ity w ould sug g esta fittin g occasion for an attack on Gov ern m en tH ouse.74

There w asn ot,in deed,a ruffle ev en upon the surface;althoug h the day w aslik ely tobe
on e of m ore than usual excitem en t,foritw as the g reatM ahom edan festiv al of the Eed,

an ditw as thoug htin m an y places besides Calcutta thata M ussulm an risin g m ig htbe
an ticipated.A fter this there w as som e little return of con fiden ce.B utan y acciden tal
circum stan ce,such as the explosion of a few festal firew ork s,w as sufficien tto throw
m an y in toa paroxysm of alarm .75

A ll thistim e,L ordCan n in g ,aidedby those im m ediately aroun dhim ,w asdoin g all that
couldbe don e forthe successful attain m en tof the g reaten dstow hich he hadaddressed
him self from the com m en cem en t— the recov ery of D elhi an d the protection of the

Gan g etic prov in ces.B utitw as n oteasy in the existin g dearth of troops toaccom plish
both of these objectsw ith the desireddispatch;an ditisn otstran g e,therefore,thatsom e
differen ce of opin ion prev ailed am on g the adv isers of L ord Can n in g as to the policy
w hich,in these straiten edcircum stan ces,itw as m ore expedien ttoadopt.Itis believ ed
thatthe Civ il m em bers of the S uprem e Coun cil,seein g how larg e a portion of our
av ailable m ilitary stren g th w ould be lock ed up un der the w alls of D elhi,an d how ,in
the m ean w hile,larg e breadths of coun try w ould be exposed tothe fury of the en em y,

73
T he24thofM ay fellonS unday.T hecelebrationw as,therefore,onthe25th.

74
"T w oyoungladiesrefused togoatthelastm om ent,and satupw ithasm allbagpreparedforflight,tilltheir

fatherreturnedfrom theballandreassuredthem ."...."M iss______ hashired tw osailorstositupinherhouseof
anight;butthey gottipsy,andfrightenedherm orethanim aginary enem ies."— Journal of a Lady, MS.

75
"A few nightsagow okeupattw oo'clockby w hatsounded likegunsfiring.M any thoughttheAli-poregaolhad

beenbrokenopen.M any gentlem enarm ed them selves,and gotcarriagesready fortheladiestofly totheFort.O n
goingintotheverandahIw asthankfultoseeagreatdisplay offirew orksgoingup,w hichw asthecauseofallthe
noise.Itw asthem arriageofoneoftheM ysoreprinces."— Ibid.
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adv isedthatthe attack on the g reatcity of the M og ul shouldbe delayedfora w hile,in
order toem ploy the European troops in Upper In dia upon the g en eral defen ce of the
coun try.S ir John L ow w as of a differen topin ion ;an d he drew up a m in ute on the
subject,full of soun d arg um en ts in fav or of an im m ediate effortto recov er the lost

position .B utthe Gov ern or-Gen eral hadalready com e tothatcon clusion .In deed,he had
n ev erdoubted,fora day,thatletw hatm ig hthappen elsew here,itw as his firstduty to
w restthe im perial city from the han ds of the in surg en ts.H e saw plain ly thatthe fall of
D elhihadim parteda political,a n ation al sig n ifican ce toa m ov em en t,w hich otherw ise
m ig hthav e been reg ardedaslittle m ore than a local outbreak .Ithad,in deed,con v erted
fora w hile a m utin y in toa rev olution ;an dthe Gov ern or-Gen eral felt,therefore,thatto
strik e atD elhi,w as tostrik e atthe v ery heartof the dan g er— thattodeliv er a deadly
blow atthatpoin tw ould be to cause an im m ediate collapse of the v ital pow ers of

rebellion from on e en dof the coun try tothe other.

S o he aton ce issued his orders for the strik in g of thatblow ;an d day after day the
teleg raph w ires carried to the Com m an der-in -Chief briefly em phatic orders to m ak e
shortw ork of D elhi.Thoug h the L ow erP rov in ces w ere all butbare of European troops
there w as som e w ealth of En g lish reg im en ts upon the slopes of the N orthern H ills,
w here the H ead-Q uarters of the A rm y w ere then plan ted;an d L ord Can n in g ,w ith

som ethin g of the im petuosity of the civ ilian , w hich is pron e to ov erlook m ilitary
difficulties,believ ed thatthose reg im en ts m ig htbe g athered up aton ce an d poured
dow n w ith resistless force upon D elhi.S ev ered by n early a thousan d m iles from the
poin tof attack , he feltthathe him self could do butlittle. B uthe had faith in the
Com m an der-in -Chief— faith in the L ieuten an t-Gov ern or of the N orth-W estP rov in ces
— faith in the g reatCom m ission erof the P un jab;an din the firstletterw hich he w rote
toEn g lan d,afterthe outbreak atM eerut,he said:"A s toexpeditin g the crushin g of the
D elhi rebels,Iw ork atsom e disadv an tag e ata distan ce of n in e hun dredm iles;butthe

forces are con v erg in g upon the poin tas rapidly as the season w ill adm it,an d I am
con fiden tthatw ith Colv in 's aid an d exam ple,ev ery m an w ill be in spirited to do his
utm ost. I hav e m ade the Com m an der-in -Chief aw are of the v astim portan ce to the
L ow erP rov in ces thatan en dshouldbe m ade of the w ork quick ly.Tim e is ev erythin g .
D elhi on ce crushed,an d a terrible exam ple m ade,w e shall hav e n om ore difficulties."
Tow hatexten tthe realized facts fulfilled his san g uin e an ticipation s,w ill presen tly be
m ade apparen t.

M ean w hile, the Gov ern or-Gen eral w as an xiously turn in g to g ood accoun tthe first-
fruits of his in itial m easures forthe collection of European troops,an dtryin g tosuccor
those defen seless posts atw hich the en em y w ere m ostlik ely tostrik e.The difficulties
an d perplexities w hich besethim w ere g reat.H e had on ly tw oEuropean reg im en ts in
the n eig hborhood of the capital— the Fifty-third Foot,w hose H ead-Q uarters w ere in
FortW illiam ,an d the Eig hty-fourth,w ho had been broug htroun d from Ran g oon in
M arch,an d w hohad sin ce been station ed atChin surah,on the ban k s of the H oog hly,

abov e B arrack pore.H e w ouldfain hav e sen tupw ards a partof the little stren g th thus
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g athered atthe P residen cy;butthose tw oreg im en ts w ere all thatbelon g ed tohim for
the defen ce of L ow er B en g al. There w as n otan other En g lish reg im en tn earer than
D in apore, four hun dred m iles distan tfrom Calcutta. A n d there, in the im m ediate
n eig hborhood of the capital,w ere m an y poin ts w hich itw as of extrem e im portan ce to

defen d.There w as FortW illiam ,w ith its g reatA rsen al;there w as the Gun -m an ufactory
atCossipore,a few m iles hig her up the riv er;there w as the P ow der-m an ufactory at
Ishapore,som e tw elv e m iles beyon d,an d there w as the A rtillery S chool of In struction
atD um -D um ,w ith all its v aried applian ces for the m an ufacture of ordn an ce stores.A
little w ay beyon d Chow rin g hee,the fashion able suburb of the City of P alaces,lay the
g reatg aol of A lipore,crow dedw ith m alefactors,m an y of the w orstclass;an dhardby
w ere the Gov ern m en tclothin g g odow n s, or stores, from w hich the un iform s an d
accoutrem en ts of the arm y w ere draw n .Then in differen tparts of the city w ere the

Calcutta M in tan d the Treasury an d the B an k s,all g roan in g w ith coin — so thatthere
w as n othin g w an tin g that could hav e supplied an in surg en t arm y w ith all the
m un ition s an d equipm en ts of w ar,an d en abled them totak e the field ag ain stus w ith
the un failin g cem en t.of hig h pay tok eepthem tog ether.

W ise after the ev en t,public w riters hav e said thatCon ductof if L ord Can n in g ,in the
thirdw eek of the m on th of M ay,hadacceptedthe firstofferof the European in habitan ts

to en roll them selv es in to a v olun teer corps— thatif he had disban ded the S epoy
Reg im en ts atB arrack pore,an dorderedthe disban dm en tof those atD in apore— ev en ts
w hich w ere subsequen tly ren deredn ecessary— a larg e portion of the European force in
B en g al m ig hthav e been setfree an d pushed up by rail an d road to the poin ts w hich
w ere m ostbesetw ith dan g er,an d thatg reatdisasters w hich subsequen tly befell us
m ig htthushav e been av erted.76 There are,doubtless,m an y thin g sw hich,in thatm on th
of M ay,w ould hav e been don e differen tly,an d m ig hthav e been don e better,if the
future hadbeen clearly rev ealedtothose w hohadthe con ductof affairs.B utw e m ust

judg e m en accordin g tothe lig htof the day w hich shon e upon them ,n otthe lig htof the
m orrow ,w hich hadn otyetbrok en w hen they w ere calledupon toact.Illum in edby this
m orrow 's lig ht,w e n ow k n ow thatitm ig hthav e been better if the B arrack pore an d
D in apore reg im en ts hadbeen disarm edin the m iddle of M ay;butthe form erw ere then

76
T he tw o ablest ofthe early w riters,the authorofthe "Red Pamphlet," and M r.M eade in his"Sepoy Revolt,"

dw ellvery em phatically on thispoint.T he form ersays:"An enrolm ent on alarge scale at thistim e w ould have
enabledtheGovernor-Generaltodispensew iththeservicesofoneEuropeanregim entatleast;butsobentw ashe
onignoringthedanger,thathenotonly declined theoffersoftheT rades'Association,theM asonicFraternity,the
N ative converts,the Am ericans,and the French inhabitantsand others,buthe declined them in term scalculated
to deadenratherthanto exciteafeelingofroyalty."M r.M eade says:"A thousand English volunteerInfantry,tour
hundred cavalry,and fifteen hundred sailorsw ere at the disposalofthe Governm ent aw eek afterthe revolt
becam e know n ....W hilst the volunteersw ere learning how to load and fire,and the m erchant sea.m en w ere
being instructed in the use ofartillery,Governm ent m ight have placed from the term inus(at R aneegunge)to
Caw npore aline ofstationsfor horsesand bullocks,guarded,ifnecessary,by postsofarm ed m en ..... Had
Governm entonly consented to do justafortnightbeforehand w hatthey w ere coerced to do on the 14th ofJune,
they m ight have had on the first day ofthat m onth aforce oftw o thousand Europeansat R aneegunge,fully
equipped w ithgunsand stores."
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protestin g theirloyalty,an dofferin g tofig htag ain stthe rebels,an dthe latterw ere still
believ ed in by Gen eral L loyd, w ho com m an ded the D iv ision .77 The tem per of the
troops,in all parts of the coun try,seem edatthattim e todepen dupon the fate of D elhi,
an dm ore experien cedIn dian statesm en than L ordCan n in g believ edthatD elhi w ould

soon be crushed.A n d,w hilstitw asdeem edexpedien ttok eepthe B en g al N ativ e A rm y
tog ether so lon g as an y hope surv iv ed, itw as, atthattim e, in B en g al, held to be
im possible todisarm all the N ativ e reg im en ts.D isarm in g ,saidL ordCan n in g ,is "a v ery
effectiv e m easure,w here practicable,butin B en g al,w here w e hav e,spread ov er from
B arrack pore to Caw n pore, fifteen N ativ e reg im en ts to on e European , sim ply
im possible.A v ery differen tg am e hastobe playedhere."78

M oreov er,in the n eig hborhood both of Calcutta an d of D in apore,there w ere other

dan g ers than those arisin g from the arm edS epoy reg im en ts.In the latterthere w as the
excited M ahom edan population of P atn a,of w hich Ishall speak hereafter;an d in the
form erthere w ere the m an y local perils,of w hich Ihav e already spok en .A n ditw as at
leastdoubtful w hether an un disciplin edbody of sailors an d civ ilian s,ev en w ith a few
staff officers to k eep them tog ether, w ould hav e supplied the place of a reg ular
reg im en tof European s.L ord Can n in g ,k n ow in g w ell the con stitution of the European
com m un ity of Calcutta,did n otthin k ,from the v ery n ature of theirin terests an dtheir

occupation s,thatthey could form a defen siv e body on w hich an y relian ce could be
placed. W here the treasure of m en is there w ill their hearts be also; an d, in m an y
in stan ces,if possible,their han ds.Itw as hardly tobe expected that,if there had been
an y sudden alarm — if the sig n al hadbeen soun ded,an dev ery m an 's serv ices n eededin
a critical em erg en cy,m an y w ouldn othav e thoug htrather of theirw iv es an d children
than of the publicsafety,an dsom e,perhaps,m ore of theirow n m aterial property than
of thatof the S tate.79 D oubtless there w ere brav e an dpatrioticspirits am on g them w ho
w ouldhav e g on e g ladly tothe fron t;butL ordCan n in g ,perhaps,didn oterrin thin k in g

that the m ajority of m em bers of the n on -m ilitary com m un ity w ere too m uch
en cum bered by their w orldly affairs to m ak e efficien t soldiers, either for the
perform an ce of ordin ary duties or the con fron tin g of im m in en tperil.Thatthey could
hav e form eda substitute forreg ularsoldiers w as im probable,thoug h they w ouldhav e
been a serv iceable supplem en ttothem .

77
Aslate asthe 2nd ofJune,GeneralL loyd w rote to L ord Canning,saying:"Although no one can now feelfull

confidencein theloyalty ofN ative troopsgenerally,yetIbelieve thatthe regim entsherew illrem ain quiet,unless
som e greattem ptation orexcitem entshould assailthem ,in w hirl:case Ifearthey could notbe relied upon.T he
thingrequiredtokeepthem steady isablow quickly struckatDelhi."— MS. Correspondence.

78
L ord CanningtoM r.VernonS m ith,June5,1857.— MS. Correspondence.

79
Itisvery vividly inm y recollectionthat,onthefam ous10thofApril,1849,w hentherew asavagueexpectation

that L ondon w ould be sacked by the Chartists,and im m ense num bersofspecialconstableshad been sw orn in,I
asked oneofthem ostexperiencedm eninthedistrictinw hichIlived how m any ofthosesw orninw ould turnout
onthegivensignal(itw astobetheringingofthechurchbell),andIw astold"nottenpercent."
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If,then ,the v olun teers had been en rolled w hen the firstoffer of serv ice w as m ade to
L ord Can n in g , he could n othav e don e m ore than he did to sen d" succors up the
coun try.N or did it,atthe tim e,seem tohim thatthe dan g er w as soim m in en ton the
Gan g eticprov in ces as todem an dthatB en g al shouldbe stripped,ev en fora few w eek s,

of her on ly reliable defen ses.Itw as justdurin g thatparticular in terv al betw een the
receiptof in tellig en ce of the M eerutoutbreak an dthe arriv al of the firstrein forcem en ts
from beyon d the seas,thatthe accoun ts from the upper coun try w ere leastalarm in g .
There w as,apparen tly,a suspen sion of rebellious activ ity.The teleg raphic m essag es
receiv edfrom the prin cipal station s w ere all of an assurin g character.O n the 19th an d
20th the reportfrom B en ares w as,"A ll perfectly quiet,""troops steady."O n the 19th S ir
H en ry L aw ren ce teleg raphed from L uck n ow ,"A ll v ery w ell in city,can ton m en ts,an d
coun try." S ir H ug h W heeler,atCaw n pore,on the sam e day,sen ta k in dred m essag e,

"A ll quiethere,the excitem en tsom ew hatless."From A llahabad,on the sam e day,the
tidin g s w ere,"Troops quietan d w ell behav ed;" an d the L ieuten an t-Gov ern or of the
N orth-W estP rov in ces atA g ra assuredthe Gov ern or-Gen eral that"Thin g s w ere look in g
cheerful.""There m ay,"itw as added,"be som e delay in the actual adv an ce on D elhi.It
is g en erally felt,how ev er,thatitm ustsoon fall,an d the flam e has n otspread." The
follow in g days broug htin tellig en ce of the sam e satisfactory com plexion ,the on ly ev il
tidin g sbein g those w hich spok e of m utin y atA lig urh,an dthatw asquick ly follow edby

tim e an n oun cem en tfrom A g ra thata stron g expedition had been org an ized for the
recapture of the place.

There w as little,therefore,thatL ord Can n in g could doin the earlier w eek s of M ay to
succor the N orth-W estern P rov in ces,an d judg ed by the lig htof the day n o pressin g
n ecessity toin cur,forthatpurpose,g reatrisk s in the n eig hborhoodof the capital.W hat
little he coulddow ith safety he did.H e orderedup a detachm en tof the Eig hty-fourth
to B en ares,an d he sug g ested to Gen eral L loyd,atD in apore,thathe m ig ht,perhaps,

sen d a com pan y or tw o of the Ten th to the sam e poin t.These firstm ov em en ts m ig ht
sav e a few liv es, an d m ig htg iv e a g en eral im pression of action on our part, the
im portan ce of w hich w as g reatatsuch a tim e.B utitw as tothe rein forcem en ts com in g
from beyon dthe seas thathe eag erly look edforsubstan tiv e aid.H e hadw ritten on the
19th tothe In dian M in isterin E n g lan d,sayin g :"Tow ards this objectthe steps tak en are
asfollow s— The M adrasFusiliersare on theirw ay,an dw ill be here on the 21stor22n d.
A reg im en thas been sen tforfrom Ran g oon ,an dw ill arriv e in the course of n extw eek .

Tw oreg im en ts atleastw ith som e A rtillery (perhaps three reg im en ts),w ill com e roun d
from B om bay as soon as they arriv e from P ersia.They are all on their w ay.A n other
reg im en tfrom Kurrachee is ordered up the In dus toFerozepore,as a stan dby,if John
L aw ren ce shouldw an thelp.A n officerg oes today toCeylon toprocure from S irH en ry
W ardev ery soldierhe can spare.Ihav e ask edforatleastfiv e hun dredEuropean s,but
w ill acceptM alays in place of orbesides them .The sam e officercarries letters toElg in
an dA shburn ham ,beg g in g thatthe reg im en tsdestin edforChin a m ay be turn edfirst
toIn dia ....This is all thatIcan doatpresen ttocollectEuropean stren g th,exceptthe

w ithdraw al of on e m ore reg im en tfrom P eg u,w hich,w hen a steam er is av ailable w ill
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tak e place."A n dn ow ,before the en dof the m on th,he learn tthatthe M adras Fusiliers
w ere in the riv er.S uch w as his con fiden ce,thatw hen succors beg an toarriv e,he felt,
how ev ersm all they m ig htbe in proportion tohis n eeds,thatthe tide w as beg in n in g to
turn in his fav or. A fter a fortn ig ht of en forced in action , there w as som ethin g

in v ig oratin g in the thoug htthathe w as n ow beg in n in g tohold palpably in his han ds
the m ean s of ren derin g substan tial aid to his defen seless coun trym en .A n d he k n ew ,
m oreov er,thatthe m oral effectof the arriv al of a sin g le European reg im en tw ould he
g reaterthan the m aterial assistan ce,foritw ouldsoon be n oisedabroadthatthe En g lish
w ere com in g from beyon d the seas to av en g e their slaug htered brethren ,an d Rum or
w ouldbe sure tom ag n ify the exten tof the arriv al.80

S till, in itself the g ain w as v ery g reat; for the v essels w hich w ere w ork in g up the

H oog hly w ere brin g in g n oton ly a w ell-season ed, w ell-disciplin ed reg im en t,in fin e
fig htin g order,buta chief w hohadw ithin him all the elem en ts of a g reatsoldier.The
FirstM adras European Reg im en tw as com m an ded by Colon el Jam es Georg e N eill.It
w as on e of those few En g lish reg im en ts w hich,en listedforthe serv ice of the EastIn dia
Com pan y, an d m ain tain ed exclusiv ely on the In dian establishm en t, bore on their
ban n ers the m em orials of a series of v ictories from the earliestdays of ourcon quests in
In dia; Ithad justreturn ed from the P ersian Gulf, w hen N eill, fresh from Crim ean

serv ice,81 foun d to his delig htthathe w as to be appoin ted to com m an d the reg im en t
w ith w hich he hadserv eddurin g the g reaterpartof hisadultlife.H e hadg on e dow n to
see the reg im en tdisem bark ,an d he had w ritten in his journ al thatthey w ere "a v ery
fin e healthy body of m en ,fully equal toan y reg im en the had ev er seen ."This w as on
the 20th of A pril,an dhe little then k n ew how soon he w ouldbe calledupon totesttheir
efficien cy in the field.Three orfourw eek safterw ards,n ew scam e thatUpperIn dia w as
in a blaze,an dthe tidin g sw ere quick ly follow edby a sum m on sforthe reg im en ttotak e
shipforB en g al.Then N eill rejoicedexceedin g ly tothin k of the lesson s he hadlearn tin

the Crim ea,an dthe experien ce he hadg ain edthere;an dhe felt,touse his ow n w ords,
"fully equal to an y exten tof profession al em ploym en tor respon sibility w hich could
ev erdev olv e upon him ."

B orn in the m on th of M ay,1810,ata shortdistan ce from the chief tow n ,of A yrshire,in
S cotlan d,Jam es N eill haden tered the In dian serv ice in his sev en teen th year,an dw as,
therefore,w hen sum m on edtotak e activ e partin the S epoy W ar,a m an of forty-sev en

80
Iam aw are that acontrary statem ent hasbeen m ade.Ithasbeen asserted that the Governm ent tookpains

rathertoconcealthantom akeknow nthearrivalofreinforcem entsatCalcutta.Especially by disguisingthenam es
ofthe vesselsin w hich the troopsw ere com ingup the river.Ifthe Alethea,forexam ple,w erecom ingup,she w as
telegraphed,itw assaid,asthe Sarah Sands.Assum ing the factto be asstated,w e m ay readily under.stand the
object ofthe concealm ent..It m ight have been sound policy not to m ake know n the com ing ofthe troopsuntil
they w ere landed.and S t forservice.Ifthere had been any com bination forarising,the m om ent seized w ould
probably have been w henitw asknow n thatourreinforcem entsw ere atthe S andheads.ButIam assured,on the
highestauthority,thatthestory isnottrue.

81
HehadbeenS econd-in-Com m and,underS irR obertVivian,oftheAnglo-T urkishContingent.
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years of ag e,an da soldierof thirty years stan din g .O f a stron g physical con stitution ,of
activ e athletic habits,he shrun k from n o w ork ,an d he w as ov ercom e by n o fatig ue.
There w ere few m en ,in the w hole ran g e of the In dian A rm y betterqualifiedby n ature
an d,by train in g toen g ag e in the stirrin g ev en ts of such a cam paig n as w as open in g out

before him . H e w as a God-fearin g S cotchin an , w ith som ethin g in him of the old
Cov en an ter type. H e w as g en tle an d ten der as a w om an in his dom estic relation s,
chiv alrousan dself-den yin g in all the action s of hislife,an dsocareful,asa com m an der,
of all un der his charg e,thathe w ould hav e yielded his ten t,or g iv en up his m eals to
an y on e m ore n eedin g them than him self.B uttow ards the en em ies of our n ation an d
the persecutors of ourrace he w asashardan dasfiery asflin t;an dhe w asn oton e tobe
toleran tof the shortcom in g s of our ow n people,w an tin g in courag e or capacity,or in
an y w ay failin g in theirm an lin ess.H e k n ew ,w hen he em bark edforB en g al,thatthere

w as stern w ork before him ; an d he brooded ov er the future so in ten tly, thatthe
earn estn ess an dresolution w ithin him spok e outev erfrom his coun ten an ce,an ditw as
plain tothose aroun d him that,on ce in fron tof the en em y,he w ouldsm ite them w ith
an un sparin g han d,an d n ev er cease from his w ork un til he should w itn ess its full
com pletion ,orbe arrestedby the strok e of death.

O n the 23rd of M ay Colon el N eill w as off Calcutta w ith the leadin g w in g of his

reg im en t,an dsoon the w hole corps haddisem bark ed.B utitw as easiertobrin g troops
in toportalon g the g reathig hw ay of the ocean ,than todispatch them w ith the required
rapidity in tothe in terior of the coun try.Ev ery possible prov ision ,how ev er,had been
m ade an d w as still bein g m ade to push forw ard the rein forcem en ts by riv er an d by
road. Ev ery av ailable horse an d bullock alon g the lin e had been purchased by
Gov ern m en t;ev ery carriag e an d cartsecured for the con v eyan ce of the troops up the
coun try.82 The riv ersteam ers w ere carryin g theirprecious freig hts of hum an ity,buttoo
slow ly for our n eeds, in thatdry season , an d the railw ay w as to be broug htin to

requisition totran sportothers tothe scen e of action .Itw as by the latterroute thatthe
bulk of N eill's reg im en t,in all n in e hun dred stron g ,w ere to be dispatched tow ards
B en ares.83 Itm ig hthav e been supposed that,atsuch a tim e,ev ery Christian m an in
Calcutta w ouldhav e putforth all his stren g th toperfectan dtoexpedite the appoin ted
w ork ,eag er to con tribute by all m ean s w ithin his pow er to the rescue of im periled
Christen dom ,Especially w asittohe look edforthatall holdin g such authority as m ig ht
en able them toaccelerate the dispatch of troops toourthreaten ed,perhaps beleag uered

82
"A steady stream ofreinforcem entsisnow being poured into Benares.Every horse and bullockthat can be

boughtontheroad isengaged,and thedawk establishm entshavebeenincreased totheutm ost.T hem enw hogo
by horse-dawk reach Benaresin five days; those by bullock in ten.T he form erconveyance can take only from
eighteen to tw enty-fouraday;the latterahundred.S om e are gone up by steam ers.T hese sillbe sixteen dayson
thejourney."— Lord Canning to Sir H. Wheeler, May 26, MS.

83
"Ilanded and saw theM ilitary S ecretary and the Deputy-Q uarter,m aster-General,and m ade allarrangem ents

to start offthe m en Ihad brought up by steam ersto Benareshow ever,next day there w asachange.O nly a
hundred and thirty m en w ent up the country by steam er,and the rest Iam starting offby the train."— Private
Letter of Col. Neill. T herailthenonly w entasfarasR aueegunge.
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posts,w ould strain ev ery n erv e to accom plish effectually this g ood w ork .B uton the
platform of the Calcutta term in us, on the riv er side, opposite to H ow rah, all such
n atural zeal as this seem ed tobe basely w an tin g .There w as n oalacrity in helpin g the
troops to starton their holy duty; an d soon apathy an d in action g rew in to open

opposition ,W hen the secon d party of a hun dred m en w as to be dispatched,stress of
w eather delayed their arriv al,from the fiats in the riv er,atthe platform or lan din g -
stag e,n ear w hich the train w as w aitin g for them ,un der the orders of the S uprem e
Gov ern m en tas the Fusiliers cam e alon g side an d w ere lan din g ,in the dark n ess of the
early n ig ht,w ithoutan effortof help from the railw ay people,the station -m aster cried
outthatthey w ere late an d thatthe train w ould n otw aitfor them a m om en t.A g ain st
this N eill rem on strated,butthe official,g row in g m ore perem ptory in his ton e an d
in solen tin his m an n er,threaten ed aton ce to startthe train .O ther fun ction aries then

cam e forw ard,an d addressed him in the sam e threaten in g strain .O n e said thatthe
Colon el m ig htcom m an d his reg im en t,butthathe did n otcom m an d the railw ay,an d
thatthe train should be dispatched w ithouthim .O n this,N eill tellin g them thatthey
w ere traitors an drebels,an dthatitw as fortun ate forthem thathe hadn ottodeal w ith
them ,placeda g uardov erthe en g in eeran dstok er,an dtoldthem tostirattheirperil.A
few w eek s later,in parts of the coun try m ore distan tfrom the cen tral authority,such
traitorsasthese w ould.P erhaps,hav e been han g ed.

The train started,som e ten m in utes afterits appoin tedtim e,w ith its precious burden of
Fusiliers;an dthe tidin g sof w hatN eill haddon e soon reachedL ordCan n in g .Itw asn ot
in the brav e heartof the Gov ern or-Gen eral torefuse its n eedof adm iration tosuch an
act.Ev en official Calcutta,thoug h a little startledin its proprieties,com m en ded,aftera
tim e,the M adras Colon el,w hilstatall the station s abov e,w hen the story w as k n ow n ,
people saidthatthe rig htm an w as on his w ay tohelpthem ,an dlook edeag erly forthe
com in g succors.

A n dn ev er,in a season of trouble,w asthere a m ore tim ely arriv al;forthe lull of w hich I
hav e spok en n ow seem ed to be atan en d.A s the m on th of M ay burn titself out,the
tidin g s w hich cam e from the coun try abov e w ere m ore distressin g an dm ore W arm in g .
Itw as plain thatthe N orth-W estP rov in ces,from on e en dtothe other,w ere fastblazin g
in to rebellion — plain thatw e w ere destin ed to sec w orse thin g s than an y w e had yet
w itn essed— an d thatthe w hole stren g th of the B ritish n ation m ustbe putforth to

g rapple w ith the g ig an ticdan g er.If there hadbeen an y hope before,thatthe rebellion
w oulddie out,orbe paralyzedby the in fliction of sw iftretribution on D elhi,ithadn ow
ceasedtoan im ate the breasts of L ordCan n in g an dhis colleag ues.They n ow saw thatit
w as n ecessary tothe salv ation of the En g lish pow er in In dia,n oton ly thatour people
should be ev eryw here letloose upon the en em y,butthatthey should be arm ed w ith
exception al pow ers suited to,an d justified by the crisis.A reig n of law lessn ess had
com m en ced;butfor n w hile the av en g in g han d of the En g lish Gov ern m en thad been
restrain ed by the tram m els of the w ritten law . Itw as tim e n ow to cease from the

un equal con flict. The En g lish w ere few ; their en em ies w ere m an y. The m an y had
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appealedtothe law of brute force;an dthe few w ere justifiedin acceptin g the challen g e.
The tim e for the observ an ce of m un icipal form alities— of n iceties of crim in al
procedure— of precise balan cin g of ev iden ce an d detailed fulln ess of record— had
clearly n ow passed aw ay,A terrible n ecessity had forced itself upon the rulers of the

lan d.In the g reatdeath-strug g le w hich had com e upon us,the w ritten law had been
v iolatedupon the on e side,an ditw asn ow tobe suspen dedupon the other.The sav ag e
had arisen ag ain stus,an d ithad becom e our w ork to fig htthe sav ag e w ith his ow n
w eapon s.S othe law -m ak ersstoodupan dshook them selv es loose from the tram m elsof
the law .O n the 30th of M ay,the L eg islativ e Coun cil passedan A ctw hich sw eptaw ay
the oldtim e-hon oredseats of justice,w here soev erRebellion w as disportin g itself,an d
placedthe pow erof life an ddeath in the han ds of the executiv e officer,w hatsoev erhis
ran k ,his ag e,orhis w isdom .The A ct,afterdeclarin g thatall person s ow in g alleg ian ce

tothe B ritish Gov ern m en t,w hoshouldrebel orw ag e w ar,orattem pttodoso,ag ain st
the Q ueen or Gov ern m en tof the EastIn dies,or in stig ate or abetsuch person s,should
be liable to the pun ishm en t of death, tran sportation , or im prison m en t, g av e the
Executiv e Gov ern m en tof an y P residen cy orP lace pow ertoproclaim an y districtasin a
state of rebellion , an d to issue a Com m ission forthw ith for the trial of all person s
charg ed w ith offen ces ag ain stthe S tate,or m urder,arson ,robbery,or other hein ous
crim e ag ain stperson or property — the Com m ission er or Com m ission ers soappoin ted

w ere em pow ered to hold a Courtin an y partof the said district, an d w ithoutthe
atten dan ce or futwah of a law officer,orthe assistan ce of assessors,topass upon ev ery

person con v icted before the Court of an y of the abov e m en tion ed crim es the
pun ishm en tof death,or tran sportation ,or im prison m en t;"an d the judg m en tof such
Court," itw as added,"shall be fin al an d con clusiv e,an d the said Courtshall n otbe
subordin ate to the S udder Court."84 This g av e im m en se pow er to in div idual
E n g lishm en .B utitarm ed on ly the civ il authorities;so an order w as passed by the
Gov ern or-Gen eral in Coun cil authorizin g the sen ior m ilitary officer, of w hatsoev er

ran k , atan y m ilitary station in the B en g al P residen cy, to appoin tGen eral Courts-
M artial,either European or N ativ e,or m ixed,of n otless than fiv e m em bers,an d "to
con firm an d carry in to effect,im m ediately or otherw ise,an y sen ten ce of such Court-
M artial."

W ith the n ew m on th cam e in further rein forcem en ts from beyon d the seas, an d
som ethin g lik e con fiden ce w as re-establishedin the Christian com m un ities of Calcutta;

foralthoug h rebellion w as spreadin g itself all ov erUpperIn dia,the con tin ual stream of
En g lish troops thatw as beg in n in g topourin tothe capital seem edtog iv e security toits
in m ates.The reg im en ts released from serv ice in the P ersian Gulf,w ere n ow m ak in g
their appearan ce on the ban k s of the H oog hly.The S ixty-fourth arriv ed on the 3rd of
Jun e,an dsoon afterw ards the Thirty-fifth cam e in from M oulm ein .A n dthen the k ilted
H ig hlan ders of the S ev en ty-eig hth,alsofrom P ersia,w ere seen ascen din g the ghauts of

84
T he Act,w hich received the assent ofthe Governor-General,and thuspassed into law on the 8th ofJune,is

givenentireintheAppendix.
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Calcutta,w ith their red beards an d their bare k n ees— an un accustom ed sig htto the
n ativ es of B en g al,in w hose eyes they appeared to be half w om en an d half beasts.
O thers follow ed,an d ev ery effortw as m ade to expedite their dispatch to the upper
coun try.A tRan eeg un g e,to w hich poin tthe railw ay ran from the n eig hborhood of

Calcutta,an experien ced officer w as m ak in g arran g em en ts tosen d on detachm en ts by
horse-dawk an d bullock-dawk to B en ares;butthe resources of the S tate w ere m iserably

in adequate tothe n ecessities of the crisis,an dprom ptm ov em en tby lan d,therefore,on
a larg e scale w as w holly im possible.The journ ey toB en ares could be accom plishedin
fiv e days;butitw as officially reported to L ord Can n in g thaton ly from eig hteen to
tw en ty-fourm en a day couldthusbe forw ardedby horsedcarriag es.B y the 4th of Jun e,
itw as com puted that,by these m ean s of con v eyan ce,n in ety m en w ith their officers
w ould hav e reached B en ares;by the 8th,eig hty-eig htm ore;an d by the 12th,an other

batch of eig hty-eig ht. The bullock -carriag es, w hich afforded slow er m ean s of
prog ression ,butw hich couldcarry larg ern um bers,m ig ht,itw ascalculated,con v ey the
troops on w ard atthe rate of a hun dred m en a day.85 S o,on the 10th of Jun e,L ord
Can n in g w as able to w rite to M r. Colv in , sayin g : The European s are still sen tup
steadily atthe rate of a hun dredan dtw en ty m en a day,an dhen ceforw ardthey w ill n ot
be stoppedeitheratB en ares orA llahabad,butbe passedon toCaw n pore.M y objectis
to g lace at S ir H ug h W heeler's disposal a force w ith w hich he can leav e his

en tren chm en ts atCaw n pore,an dshow him self atL uck n ow orelsew here.H e w ill best
k n ow w here w hen the tim e arriv es.To this en d,Icall upon you to g iv e your aid by
furtherin g by ev ery m ean s in your pow er the dispatch southw ards of a portion of the
European force w hich has m arched upon D elhi." Ithad n otyetdaw n ed upon the
Gov ern m en tthatD elhi w as n ottobe "m ade shortw ork of"by the force thathadcom e
dow n from the N orth toattack it.A n d there w ere m an y others of larg e experien ce all
ov er the coun try w ho believ ed thatthere w as n o pow er of resistan ce in the place to
w ithstan d the firstassaults ev en of such an E n g lish arm y as A n son w as g atherin g up

an d equippin g for serv ice.W hatthatforce w as,an d w hatits efforts,I hav e n ow to
relate.

85
M r.CecilBeadontoL ord Canning,M ay 26.-MS. Correspondence.



A History of the Sepoy War in India. 1857-1858 - Volume II , Copyright © www.sanipanhwar.com 75

CHAPTER V.

GENERAL ANSON AT UMBALLAH — FIRST MOVEMENT OF
TROOPS — THE MILITARY DEPARTMENTS — DIFFICULTY OF

MOVEMENT — THE PANIC ON THE HILLS — THE SIEGE-TRAIN —
REMONSTRANCES AGAINST DELAY — VIEWS OF LORD

CANNING AND SIR JOHN LAWRENCE — GOOD WORK OF THE
CIVILIANS — CONDUCT OF THE SIKH CHIEFS — THE MARCH TO
KURNAUL — DEATH OF GENERAL ANSON — SUCCESSION OF SIR

HENRY BARNARD.

D IS Q UIETED by reportsof the un easy n erv ousstate of the reg im en tsatH ead-Q uarters,
butlittle apprehen din g the approach of an y g ig an tic dan g er, Gen eral A n son w as
recreatin g him self on the heig hts of S im lah,w hen ,on the 12th of M ay,youn g B arn ard
rode in from Um ballah bearin g a letterfrom his father.Itin form edthe Com m an der-in -
Chief thata stran g e in coheren tteleg raphicm essag e hadbeen receiv edatthe latterplace
from D elhi.B utitw as plain thatthe M eerutS epoys hadrev olted.A n hourafterw ards,

an otherm essag e w as broug httoA n son ,con firm in g the firsttidin g s of rev olt.Con fused
thoug h itw as, itin dicated still m ore clearly than its predecessor, thatthe N ativ e
Cav alry prison ers atM eeruthadescapedfrom g aol,thatthe S epoys then ce hadjoin ed
the D elhim utin eers,an dthatthere hadbeen atboth placesa m assacre of European s.86

W hen this in tellig en ce reached the Com m an der-in -Chief,he did n otaton ce tak e in its
full sig n ifican ce; n or, in deed, did m en of far g reater In dian experien ce— the H ead-
Q uarters S taff,by w hom he w as surroun ded— perceiv e the dire purportof it.B uthe

discern ed aton ce thatsom ethin g m ustbe don e.H e saw thatthe city of D elhi an d the
liv es of all the European s w ere atthe m ercy of the in surg en ts; an d thatitw as
in cum ben tupon him tosen ddow n all the w hite troops thatcouldbe dispatchedfrom
the H ills,tosuccorourim periledpeople,if the flam es of rebellion shouldspread.S ohe
sen tan Aide-de-camp toKussow lee,on thatday,w ith ordersforthe S ev en ty-fifth Footto

m arch to Um ballah;87 an d,atthe sam e tim e,the Com pan y's European reg im en ts at

86
T he first telegram ,asgiven in aletterfrom Anson to L ord Canning,ran thus:"W e m ust leave office.Allthe

bungalow sare on fire — burning dow n by the S epoysofM eerut.T hey cam e in thism orning.W e are off.M r.C.
T odd isdead,Ithink.He w ent out thism orning,and hasnot yet returned.W e learnt that nine Europeansare
killed." T hisw asreceived at three P .M .T he second m essage,received at four,said:"Cantonm entsin astate of
siege.M utineersfrom M eerut— T hird L ightCavalry — num bersnotknow n— said tobeahundred and fifty m en.
Cut offcom m unication w ith M eerut.T aken possession ofthe Bridge ofBoats.Fifty-fourth N ative Infantry sent
against them ,but w ould not act.S everalofficerskilled and w ounded.City in astate ofconsiderable excitem ent.
T roopssentdow n,butnothingknow nyet.Inform ationw illbeforw arded."

87
Captain Barnard had,on hisw ay to S im lah,w arned the S eventy-fifth to be ready to m arch on the arrivalof

ordersfrom Head-Q uarters.
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D ug shai an d S obathoo w ere directed to hold them selv es in readin ess to m arch ata
m om en t's n otice.B uthe did n otputhim self in m otion .H e w rote to L ord Can n in g ,
sayin g thathe an xiously aw aitedfurtherreports,an dthatif they w ere n otfav orable he
should "aton ce proceed dow n to Um ballah." H e had scarcely dispatched this letter,

w hen a third teleg raphic m essag e w as receiv ed,fron tw hich he learn tm ore distin ctly
w hathadhappen edatM eeruton the precedin g S un day.N extm orn in g ,he w rote ag ain
to L ord Can n in g , still sayin g that his ow n m ov em en ts w ould depen d upon the
in form ation he receiv ed.B uthe w asbeg in n in g todiscern m ore clearly the m ag n itude of
the dan g er,an d he ordered the tw o Fusilier reg im en ts to m ov e dow n to Um ballah,88

an dthe S irm oorbattalion 89 toproceedfrom D hera toM eerut.From the firsthe appears
to hav e perceiv ed clearly thatthe m ostpressin g dan g er w hich threaten ed us w as the
loss of ourM ag azin es.H e feltthatthe g reatM ag aiin e atD elhi,w ith its rich supplies of

arm s an d ordn an ce stores,an dim plem en ts of all k in ds,m ustalready be in possession
of the m utin eers,an d he lostn o tim e in tak in g m easures to secure our other g reat
m ilitary store-houses, by sen din g . European troops for their defen ce. "I hav e sen t
express,"he w rote toL ord Can n in g on the 13th,"todesire thatthe FortatFerozepore
m ay be securedby the S ixty-firstFoot,an dthe FortatGov in dg hurby the Eig hty-first.
Tw ocom pan ies of the Eig hth from Jullun dhurtoP hillour."The im portan ce of securin g
the latterplace couldscarcely,in deed,be ov er-estim ated.90 H ow itw asaccom plishedby

the authoritiesof the P un jab w ill hereafterhe told.In thisplace itn eedon ly be recorded
thatthen ce w as itthatthe sieg e-train w as tobe draw n w hich w as toopen the w ay for
our re-en tran ce in to D elhi,or to perform an y other serv ice thatcircum stan ces m ig ht
dem an d from itif the operation s to be n ow un dertak en . A n A rtillery officer w as
dispatched thither w ith all speed to m ak e the n ecessary arran g em en ts;91 an d the
Goork ah Reg im en t,k n ow n as the N usseree B attalion ,an d then believ ed tobe loyal to
the core,w asordereddow n from Jutog b,n earS im lah toform ,w ith a detachm en tof the
N in th Irreg ularCav alry,an escortforthe train from P hillourtoUm ballah.Thisw as n ot

m ore than an y soldier of a few years experien ce w ould hav e don e;butas itw as an
im portan t,thoug h an obv ious m ov em en t,an dten dedm uch tooursubsequen tsuccess,

88
M ajorG.O .Jacob,ofthe First European R egim ent,w ho happened to be at S im lah,rode dow n to Dugshai

duringthenight,andw arned theregim entearly inthem orning.

89
A corpsofbraveandfaithfulGoorkahs,w hosegoodservicesw illbehereafterdetailed.

90
M r.Cave-Brow ne says:"A reportdid floataboutthe P unjab,the truth ofw hich w e have neverbeard denied,

thatone m em berofthe S taffsuggested thatallEuropean troopsshould concentrate on P hillour,and,takingboat
dow n the S utlej,m ake forEngland asfastaspossible;another,how ever— one w ho,alasIfellam ong the earliest
victim softhe rebellion— suggested thatthe P hil.lourFort,w ith itslarge m agazine,m ightbe m ade available fora
very different purpose.Hence the ideaofasiege-train." T hislast w asColonelChester,Adjutant-Generalofthe
Arm y.

91
CaptainW orthington,w how asonsick-leaveatS im lahatthetim e.



A History of the Sepoy War in India. 1857-1858 - Volume II , Copyright © www.sanipanhwar.com 77

itshould be held in rem em bran ce by all w ho say thatin this con jun cture A n son did
less.92

B efore the day w asspen t,the Com m an der-in -Chief hadm ade uphism in dthathe m ust

quitS im lah."Iam justoff forUm ballah,"he w rote toL ordCan n in g ,ateig hto'clock on
the m orn in g of the 14th ...."This is a m ostdisastrous busin ess,"he added,an ditis n ot
possible tosee w hatw ill be the result.They say the Kin g of D elhiisatthe bottom of it.I
doubtit;butIhav e n o doubtthathe has tak en adv an tag e of the opportun ity,an d is
assistin g the in surg en ts ....If the m utin eers,hav in g possession of the city,m ak e their
stan dbehin dthe w alls,w e shall w an ta g oodforce an dartillery.This m ustbe collected
atKurn aul,as itw ouldn otbe w ise,Ithin k ,todiv ide the force w e shall hav e an dsen d
partfrom M eeruton the opposite side of the riv er.B utIhope tohearsom ethin g w hich

w ill en able m e to decide w hatisbesttobe don e w hen Ig ettoUm ballah.

H e reached thatplace on the m orn in g of the 15th,an d m an y sin ister reports m ethim
there.Itw as plain thatthe N ativ e reg im en ts.in the P un jab w ere in a state of open or
suppressedm utin y,an d;therefore,thathe couldn otexpectim m ediate assistan ce from
thatprov in ce. "W e are terribly shortof artillery am m un ition ," he w rote. "The tw o
com pan ies of Reserv e A rtillery I ask ed for from L ahore an d L oodhian ah can n ot;of

course;n ow be g iv en ,an dw e hav e n om ean s of usin g the sieg e-train .A ll the European
troops w ithin reach w ill be here on the 17th.If w e m ov e upon D elhi;Ithin k itm ustbe
from Kurn aul.Itis,extraordin ary how little w e k n ow of w hatisg oin g on in otherparts
of the coun try n othin g w hatev er from A g ra,Caw n pore,O udh,& c." O n the follow in g
day,he w rote ag ain toL ord Can n in g ,sayin g :"Ihav e been doin g m y besttoorg an ize
the Force here,ready for a m ov e,butten ts an d carriag es are n otready,an d they are
in dispen sable: W e are also deficien tin am m un ition , w hich w e are expectin g from
P hillour.Ihope w e shall be in a state tom ov e shortly,if required.B utw e hav e n oheav y

g un s for D elhi,if w e are to attack the m utin eers there.W e m ustn otfritter aw ay or
sacrifice the European sw e hav e,un lessforsom e g reatn ecessity."

M an y troubles an d perplexities then besethim .Ithas been already show n thatthe
N ativ e reg im en ts atUm ballali w ere in a,state of sm olderin g m utin y,k epton ly from
burstin g in toa blaze by the con tig uity of European troops.The in cen diary w ork ,w hich,
in the precedin g m on th,hadsom ystifiedthe Com m an der-in -Chief an dthe Gen eral of

D iv ision ,had by this tim e explain ed itself.Itw as clear thatthe S epoys w ere ripe for
rev olt.W ith the stron g European force n ow g athered atUm ballah,A n son m ig hthav e
reduced them to im poten ce in an hour.To the v ig orous un derstan din g of S ir John
L aw ren ce n othin g w as clearer than thatthe true policy,in thatcon jun cture,w as to
disarm the N ativ e reg im en ts at Um ballah before adv an cin g upon D elhi; an d be

92
T he author ofthe "History of the Siege of Delhi," says: "O n the 16th S ir John L aw rence telegraphed to

JullundhurtosecuretheFortofP hillour.T w om archestothesouth,and com m anding,thebridgeovertheS utlej,it
contained the only m agazine that could now furnish usw ith asiege-train," &c.&c.But it isclearthat General
Ansonhad sentinstructionstothiseffectthreedarebefore.
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im pressedthis n ecessity upon A n son by teleg raph an dby postfrom Raw ul-P in dee,but
the Com m an der-in -Chief refused to san ction the m easure.93 Itseem ed to be an easy
escape outof som e difficultiesw hich besethisposition atUm ballah.H e hadthe w olf by
the ears.H e couldn otw ith safety carry the reg im en ts w ith him ,an dhe couldn otleav e

them behin d. B uthe w as m etw ith rem on stran ces from officers on the spot, w ho
protested thatsom e pledg es had been g iv en tothe S epoys w hich could n othon orably
be brok en ,thoug h in truth the S epoys them selv es hadpractically v iolatedthe com pact,
an d there w ould hav e been n o breach of faith in turn in g their treachery ag ain st
them selv es.Itw as,how ev er,resolv edtoappeal on ly totheirg oodfeelin g s,an dsothey
w ere leftw ith arm s in their han ds to use them on a future day foully ag ain st us in
return forourforbearan ce.94

A n other source of an xiety w as this. B efore the w eek had passed, n ew s cam e to
Um ballah thatthe Goork alts of the N usseree B attalion ,from n o sym pathy w ith the
reg ulararm y,butfrom som e person al causes of disaffection ,hadbrok en in torev oltjust
w hen theirserv ices w ere w an ted,hadrefusedtom arch toP hillour,hadplun deredthe
Com m an der-in -Chief's bag g ag e,an d threaten ed to attack S im lah.Then there cam e a
g reatcry of terrorfrom the pleasan tplacesw hich A n son hadjustquitted,an din w hich,
on ly a few days before,the v oice of joy an dg ladn ess hadbeen reson an tin a hun dred

happy hom es.Itw as the season w hen our En g lish ladies,som e w ith their husban ds,
som e w ithoutthem ,w ere escapin g from the hotw in ds,of the N orthern P rov in ces an d
disportin g them selv es,in all the flush of ren ov ated health an d stren g th an d n ew -born
elasticity,un der the cheerin g in fluen ce of the m oun tain breezes on the slopes of the
H im alayahs. Itm ig htw ell hav e been reg arded, in the firstin stan ce, as a happy
circum stan ce that so m an y of our coun try-w om en w ere aw ay from the m ilitary
can ton m en ts,in w hich m utin y an dm urderhadsohideously displayedthem selv es;but
w hen it w as k n ow n that these joyous playg roun ds w ere bein g stripped of their

defen ses,an d thatif dan g er w ere tothreaten the hom es of our people there w ould be

93
S eeP unjab R eportofM ay 25,1858:"T heChiefCom m issionerconceived thatthefirststepw astodisarm these

regim entsw hom it w asequally dangerouseitherto leave at U m ballah orto take to Delhi.T hiscourse the Chief
Com m issionerlostnotim einurging,butw hentheCom m ander-in-Chieftookthem atterinhand,thelocalm ilitary
authoritiespointed outthatthey hadpledgedthem selvesnottodisarm theS epoys.Itw asinvainurgedpercontra
thatthe com pacthad been no soonerm ade thanitw asbroken by the S epoysthem selves.T herew asnot,indeed,
theshadow ofareasonablehopethatthesem enw ouldprovefaithful."

94
It should not be om itted altogetherfrom the narrative that on the 19th the Com m ander-in-Chiefissued

anotheraddressto the N ative Arm y,in the shape ofaGeneralO rder,in w hich,afteradverting to the general
uneasinessoftheS epoysand tohisform ereffortstoallay it,hesaid:"HisExcellency hasdeterm ined thatthenew
riflecartridge,and every new cartridge,shallhediscontinued,and thatinfuture balled am m unition shallbem ade
up by each regim entforitsow n use by aproperestablishm ententertained forthispurpose.T he Com m ander-in-
Chiefsolem nly assuresthe Arm y thatno interference w ith theircastesorreligion w asevercontem plated,and as
solem nly he pledgeshisw ord and honorthatnone shalleverhe exercised.He announcesthisto the N ative Arm y
inthefullconfidencethatallw illnow perform theirduty freefrom anxiety and care,and beprepared tostand and
shed the lastdrop oftheirblood,asthey have form erly done,by the side ofthe British troops,and in defence of
thecountry."S uchw ordsinseasonm ightbegood,buttheseasonhadlongsincepassed.
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n othin g butGod's m ercy toprotectthem ,a feelin g of in security an dalarm arose,w hich
n eeded butlittle toag g rav ate itin toa g reatpan ic.W hen ,therefore,tidin g s cam e that
the N usseree B attalion ,ata distan ce of som e three orfourm iles from S im lah,hadrisen
in rebellion ,there w as g en eral con stern ation .Itw as rum oredthatthe officers an dtheir

fam iliesatJutog h hadbeen m urdered,an dthatthe Goork ahs w ere m archin g on S im lah
in ten ton slaug hter an d spoliation .Then ,for the g reater partof tw olon g days,m an y
tasted the bittern ess of death.The ag on y of terror sw eptour En g lish fam ilies outof
their holiday-hom es,as w ith the besom of com in g destruction ;an d in w ild con fusion
m en ,w om en ,an d children stream eddow n tow ards the plain s,orhuddledtog ether at
the poin testeem ed tobe beatcapable of defen ce.95 N ev er,atan y tim e orin an y place,
hav e the con sum m ate g allan try of En g lishm en an d the heroic en duran ce of
En g lishw om en been m ore n obly— m ore beautifully— m an ifested than in the g reat

con flictforsuprem acy of w hich Iam w ritin g .B utthe in ciden tsof those tw odayson the
H ills are n ottobe reg ardedw ith n ation al pride.The stron g in stin ctof self-preserv ation
w as dom in an tov erall.M en forg ottheirm an hoodin w hatseem edtobe a strug g le for
life;96 an ditis n otstran g e,therefore,thatdelicate ladies w ith little children clin g in g to
them ,shouldhav e aban don edthem selv esun con trolledly totheirfears.

B ut the pan ic w as a g roun dless pan ic. The N usseree B attalion , thoug h g rossly

in subordin ate, w as n ot in ten t on the m urder of our people. The Goork ahs had
g riev an ces,real or supposed,tobe redressed,an d w hen certain con cession s had been
m ade tothem ,they return edtotheiralleg ian ce,an dafterw ardsbecam e g oodsoldiers.97

A n dn otw ithoutsom e feelin g of sham e our people w en tback totheirdesertedhom es
an d foun d ev erythin g justas ithad been left.Those,w hose excited im ag in ation s had
seen blazin g houses an dhouseholdw reck s,re-en teredtheirdw ellin g -places tosee w ith
their fleshly eyes the un fin ished letter on the desk an d the em broidery on the w ork -
table un disturbed by m araudin g han ds.Ev en the trin k ets of the ladies w ere as if they

hadn ev erbeen outof the safestcustody.B utcon fiden ce,w hich is ev er"a plan tof slow
g row th," is slow estw hen on ce tram pled or cutdow n ; an d itw as lon g before our
En g lish fam ilies atthe hill-station s recov eredthe seren ity they hadlost.Ev ery officerfit
for serv ice w as called tojoin his reg im en t,an d the European soldiery w ere toom uch

95
T hisw asthe Batik.S ee.Cave.Brow n's"Punjab and Delhi in 1857,"w hich containsan anim ated accountofthe

tw odays'panicontheHills.T hew ritersaysthatattheBankw erecongregatedsom efourhundred ofourChristian
people,"ofw hom aboveahundredw ereable-bodiedm en."

96
M r. Cave-Brow ne describes"ladiestoiling along on foot.,vainly trying to persuade,entreat,threaten the

bearersto hurry on w ith theirjampans on w hich w ere theirhelplesschildren,w hile m en w ere outbidding each
other,andoutbidding ladies,tosecurebearersforbaggage."

97
Itissaid thatoneoftheirprincipalcausesofcom plaintw asthefactthatthey had beenordered tom archdow n

to the plains,and thatno arrangem entshad beenm ade forthe protection oftheirfam iliesin theirabsence.T hey
w erealsoinarrearsofpay.
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n eeded in the field to allow an y force to be leftfor the protection of the ten der
con g reg ation of w om en an dchildren on the slopesof the g reathills.98

The Com m an der-in -Chief had,in deed,otherthin g stocon siderthan these social alarm s.

The defection of the N usseree B attalion w as a source of perplexity upon otherg roun ds,
as itw as hardtosay how the sieg e-train couldbe escortedsafely toUm ballah.Itw as of
the hig hestim portan ce,atthis tim e,thatthe European troops should be exposed as
little as possible tothe blazin g heats of the sum m er sun .Itw as the sultriestseason of
the year, an d cholera w as already threaten in g our cam p. The reg im en tof hardy
Goork ahs,of w hose loyalty there hadbeen n oprev iousdoubt,w ere justthe m en forthe
w ork ;an dn ow their serv ices w ere losttous for aw hile.There w as n othin g ,therefore,
leftbuta resortto H in dostan ee troops of doubtful fidelity,or to a con tin g en tforce

suppliedby a frien dly N ativ e chief.M ean w hile there w asg reatactiv ity in the M ag azin e
of P hillour. D ay an d n ig htour troops, un der L ieuten an tGriffith, Com m issary of
O rdn an ce,toiledon in cessan tly toprepare the sieg e-train an dtosupply am m un ition of
all k in ds forthe adv an cin g arm y.A day,ev en an hour,lost,m ig hthav e been fatal;for
the S utlej w as risin g ,an dthe bridg e of boats,by w hich the train w as tocross the riv er,
m ig hthav e been sw eptaw ay before ourpreparation sw ere com plete.

B utthere w ere w orse perplexities ev en than these.The elaborate org an ization of the
arm y w hich A n son com m an ded w as foun d tobe a burden an d an en cum bran ce.The
Chiefs of all the S taff-departm en ts of the A rm y w ere at his elbow . They w ere
n ecessarily m en of larg e experien ce,selected for their approv ed ability an d exten siv e
k n ow ledg e;an d itw as rig htthathe should con sultthem .B utD epartm en ts are ev er
slow to m ov e— ev er en cum bered w ith a sen se of respon sibility,w hich presses upon
them w ith the destructiv e force of paralysis.These In dian M ilitary D epartm en ts w ere
the best possible D epartm en ts in tim e of peace. They had im m en se m asses of

correspon den ce w ritten up an d en dorsed w ith the m ostpraisew orthy pun ctuality an d
precision . They w ere alw ays prepared w ith a preceden t; alw ays ready to check an
irreg ularity,an d tochastise an ov er-zealous public serv an tn otm ov in g in the strictest
g roov es of Routin e. Itw as, in deed, their especial fun ction to suppress w hatthey
reg ardedas the superfluous activ ities of in div idual m en ;an din div idual m en n ev erdid
g reatthin g s un til they g otfairly outof the reach of the D epartm en ts. They w ere
n om in ally W ar D epartm en ts.There w ould hav e been n on eed of such D epartm en ts if

w ar had been abolished from off the face of the lan d.B utitw as the specialty of these
W ar D epartm en ts thatthey w ere n ev er prepared for w ar.S urroun ded as w e w ere,
w ithin an d w ithout,w ith hostile population s,an d liv in g in a chron ic state of dan g er
from a m ultiplicity of causes,w e yetw ere fully prepared for alm ostan ythin g in the
w orldbutfig htin g .W ithoutlon g delay w e couldplace ourselv es in n eithera defen siv e

98
M r.Cave-Brow ne relatesthatasthe Com m ander-in-Chiefw asriding outofS im lah,M r.M ayne,the Chaplain,

inform ed him thatthestationw asingreatdangerfrom thenum berof"budinashes"intheBizaars,and asked that
som e Europeansm ighthe sent up foritsprotection.T he Generalsaid that he could not spare any."W hat,then,
aretheladiestodo?"asked theChaplain."T hebestthey can,"w astheansw er.
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n oran offen siv e attitude.W e could"stan dfast"as w ell as an y n ation in the w orld,but
there w as n ev er an y facility of m ov in g .A s soon as ev er there cam e a n ecessity for
action , it w as foun d that action w as im possible. The A djutan t-Gen eral, the
Q uarterm aster-Gen eral, the Com m issary-Gen eral, the Chief of the A rm y M edical

D epartm en t,each hadhis ow n special reason tog iv e w hy the "thin g "w as "im possible."
N o am m un ition — n o carriag es— n o hospital stores— n o doolies for the sick an d
w oun ded.Each headof a D epartm en t,in deed,hadhisow n particularprotesttoflin g in
the face of the Com m an der-in -Chief.Nunquam paratus w as his m otto.Itw as the custom

of D epartm en ts.Itw as the rule of the S erv ice.N oon e w as atall asham ed of it.Ithad
com e dow n by official in heritan ce from on e to the other, an d the Chief of the
D epartm en tm erely w alk ed in the pleasan tpaths w hich, years before, as a D eputy
A ssistan t,he hadtrodden un dersom e defun ctChief of piousm em ory.In a w ord,itw as

the system .Ev ery n ow an d then ,som e seer lik e H en ry L aw ren ce rose up to protest
ag ain stit.A n dw hen ,in the plain lan g uag e of com m on sen se,the truth w as laidbare to
the public,som e cried,"H ow true!"butthe m an y sm iledin credulously,an dden oun ced
the w riter as an alarm ist.A n d soGen eral A n son ,hav in g foun d thin g s in thatn orm al
state of un preparedn ess in w hich his predecessors haddelig hted,hadfollow edin their
footsteps,n othin g doubtin g ,un til sudden ly broug htface toface w ith a dire n ecessity,
he foun d thatev erythin g w as in its w ron g place.The storm -sig n als w ere up,butthe

life-boatw asin the church steeple,an dn oon e couldfin dthe k eysof the church.99

Itw as n otstran g e,therefore,thatA n son feltitw ould n otbe pruden t,w ith the m ean s
then athis disposal,torisk "an en terprise on D elhi.""Itbecom es n ow a m atterforyour
con sideration ," he w rote to S ir John L aw ren ce on the 17th, "w hether itw ould be
pruden ttorisk the sm all European force w e hav e here in an en terprise on D elhi.Ithin k
n ot.Itis w holly,in m y opin ion ,in sufficien tforthe purpose.The w alls could,of course,
be battereddow n w ith heav y g un s.The en tran ce m ig htbe open ed,an dlittle resistan ce

offered.B utso few m en in a g reatcity,w ith such n arrow streets,an d an im m en se
arm edpopulation ,w hok n ew ev ery turn an dcorn erof them ,w ould,itappears tom e,
be in a v ery dan g erousposition ,an dif six orsev en hun dredw ere disabled,w hatw ould
rem ain ? Couldw e holditw ith the w hole coun try aroun dag ain stus? Couldw e either
stay in or outof it? M y ow n v iew of the state of thin g s n ow is, thatby carefully
collectin g ourresources,hav in g g otridof the badm aterials w hich w e can n ottrust,an d
hav in g supplied their places w ith others of a better sort,itw ould n otbe v ery lon g

before w e could proceed w ithouta chan ce of failure,in w hatev er direction w e m ig ht
please.Yourteleg raphicm essag e in form in g m e of the m easures w hich you hav e tak en
toraise fresh troops con firm s m e in this opin ion .Im ustadd,also,thatthis is n ow the
opin ion of all here w hom Ihav e con sultedupon it— the M ajor-Gen eral an dB rig adier,

99
O n the 18th ofM ay GeneralBarnard w rote from U m ballah,saying: "And now that they [the European

regim ents] arecollected,w ithouttents,w ithoutam m unition,them enhavenottw enty roundsapiece.T w otroops
ofHorse Artillery,tw elve guns,but no reserve am m unition,and theirw agonsat L oodianah— seven days'off!
Com m issariatw ithoutsufficienttransportathand.T hisistheboastedIndianArm y,andthisistheforcew ithw hich
theciviliansw ould haveusgotoDelhi."
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the A djutan t-Gen eral, Q uarter-m aster-Gen eral, an d Com m issary-Gen eral. The latter
has,how ev er,offered a positiv e im pedim en tto it,in the im possibility of prov idin g
w hatw ould be n ecessary for such an adv an ce un der from sixteen to tw en ty days.I
thoug htitcould hav e been don e in less; butthatw as before I had seen Colon el

Thom son .In deed,itis v ery little m ore than forty-eig hthours sin ce I cam e here,an d
ev ery turn producessom ethin g w hich m ay altera prev iousopin ion ."100

B utthese doubts w ere butof brief duration . L etA djutan ts-Gen eral, an d Q uarter-
m asters-Gen eral,an dCom m issaries-Gen eral sug g estw hatdifficulties they m ig ht,there
w ere otherpow ers,toN orth an dS outh,in w hose sig htall delay,in such a crisis,w asan
offen ce an dan abom in ation .L ordCan n in g ,from Calcutta,an dS irJohn L aw ren ce,from
the P un jab, flashed to the H ead-Q uarters of the A rm y em phatic m essag es, urg in g

A n son to m ov e on D elhi,w ith such force as he could g ather;an d follow ed up their
eag erteleg ram sw ith letters scarcely less eag er.The Gov ern or-Gen eral,tow hom A n son
hadn otcom m un icatedthe v iew s w hich he hadexpressedin the precedin g lettertothe
Chief Com m ission er of the P un jab,w as ov erjoyed by the thoug htthatthere w as so
m uch activ ity atH ead-Q uarters.En courag edby the earlierletters of the M ilitary Chief,
an dstill m ore by a m essag e he hadreceiv edfrom M r.Colv in ,atA g ra,Can n in g w rote
on the 17th toA n son ,sayin g thathe learn tthe g oodn ew s"w ith in ten se pleasure.""For,"

he added,"Idoubtedw hetheryou w ouldbe able tocollectsostron g a body of troopsin
the tim e.Ican n otdoubtthatitw ill n ow prov e am ply sufficien t,an dIam v ery g rateful
toyou foren ablin g m e tofeel con fiden ton this poin t.A n un -successful dem on stration
ag ain stD elhi,or ev en an y appearan ce of delay in proceedin g to act,w hen on ce our
force is on the spot,w ould hav e a m ostin jurious effect— Im ean in B en g al g en erally.
Ev ery station an dcan ton m en tisin a state of excitem en t,an dan ythin g in the n ature of a
check w ould g iv e con fiden ce to the disaffected reg im en ts, w hich m ig ht lead to
som ethin g w orse than the horrors of D elhi. A llahabad, B en ares, O udh (except

L uck n ow ,w hich I believ e to be safe),an d a hostof places of less im portan ce w here
N ativ e troops are alon e,w ill con tin ue to be a source of m uch an xiety un til D elhi is
disposed of.Itis for this thatI hav e teleg raphed to you to m ak e as shortw ork as
possible of the rebels,w ho hav e cooped them selv es up there,an d w hom you can n ot
crush too rem orselessly.I should rejoice to hear thatthere had been n o holdin g our
m en ,an dthatthe v en g ean ce hadbeen terrible."

100
T he view sofGeneralAnson at thistim e are thusstated in an unpublished m em oirby ColonelBaird S m ith,

from w hich otherquotationsw illbe m ade:"Itisgenerally understood thatthe course w hich recom m ended itself
m ostto hism ind w asone strongly opposed to the popularinstinctatthe m om ent.R ecognizing,asallconversant
w ithm ilitary affairscould notfailtodo,thatstrategically considered thepositionofaw eakforceatDelhim ustbe,
ifnot utterly false,yet ofextrem e danger,he isbelieved to have advocated the w ithdraw alofthe sm alland
isolated detachm entson the Doab,and the concentration ofthe w hole available British force betw een the S utlej
and the Jum na,there to aw aitthe arrivalofreinforcem entsby thelineoftheIndus,and,w hileperm ittingthe fire
ofrevolt to burn asfiercely asit m ight w ithin the lim itsindicated,to cheek itsspread beyond them on the
northw ard,and ultim ately toproceed toquenchitw ithm eansthat,w ould m aketheissuecertain."— Unpublished
Memoir by Colonel Baird Smith. MS.
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W hilstL ord Can n in g w as thus expressin g his g ratitude to A n son ,S ir John L aw ren ce,
w how asn earerthe scen e of action ,an din closercom m un ication w ith the Com m an der-
in -Chief, k n ow in g better w hatw ere the prev ailin g coun sels atH ead-Q uarters, w as
urg en tin his rem on stran ces ag ain stdelay.H e k n ew the tem perof the people w ell;an d

n othin g w as clearertothe eye of his experien ce than that,in the con jun cture w hich had
arisen , itw as n ecessary abov e all thin g s to m ain tain an appearan ce of successful
activ ity.A n y sem blan ce of paralysis atsuch a tim e m ust,he k n ew ,be fatal to us.A t
such periods the N ativ es of In dia w aitan dw atch.Itis in con form ity w ith the g en ius of
a people,equally tim idan dsuperstitious,tobe w orshippers of success.John L aw ren ce
k n ew w ell that if at an y tim e the En g lish in In dia should betray sym ptom s of
irresolution in the face of dan g er,thousan ds an d ten s of thousan ds,believ in g thatthe
day of our suprem acy is past,w ould firstfall aw ay from ,an d then rise ag ain sttheir

w asters.B utw e had reached an epoch in the H istory of our g reatIn dian Em pire at
w hich the im pression of ourcom in g fall w as stron g erthan ithadev erbeen before,an d
there w ere those w ho,on the firstsig n of w eak n ess in our cam p,w ould hav e poin ted
exultin g ly tothe beg in n in g of the en d.Itw as n ota tim e,in deed,tocalculate m ilitary
m ean s an d resources,or to reg ard strateg ical prin ciples in the con ductof our arm ies;
butsim ply tom ov e an dstrik e— tom ov e som ew here an dtostrik e som e on e.A n ditw as
tothis n ecessity of prom ptan dv ig orous action thatthe coun sels of John L aw ren ce ev er

poin ted— n ottoan y particularlin e of procedure tobe dictatedtothe M ilitary Chief."I
don otm yself,"he w rote toA n son ,on the 21stof M ay,"thin k thatthe coun try an yw here
is ag ain stus — certain ly n otfrom here to w ithin a few m iles of D elhi.I serv ed for
n early thirteen years in D elhi,an d k n ow the people w ell.M y belief is,thatw ith g ood
m an ag em en ton the partof the Civ il officers,itw ouldopen its g ates on the approach of
our troops.Itseem s in credible tocon ceiv e thatthe m utin eers can hold an d defen d it.
S till,I adm itthaton m ilitary prin ciples,in the presen tstate of affairs,itm ay n otbe
expedien ttoadv an ce on D elhi;certain ly n otun til the M eerutforce is prepared toact,

w hich itcan on ly be w hen setfree.O n ce reliev e M eerut,an d g iv e con fiden ce to the
coun try,n odifficulty reg ardin g carriag e can occur.B y g ood arran g em en ts the ow n ers
w ill cam e forw ard,butin an y case itcan be collected.From M eerutyou w ill be able to
form a soun d judg m en ton the course to be follow ed.If the coun try low er dow n be
disturbed,an dthe S epoys hav e m utin ied,Icon ceiv e itw ouldbe a param oun tduty to
m arch thatw ay,reliev e each place,an ddisarm ordestroy the m utin eers.If,on the other
han d, all w ere safe, itw ould be a question w hether you should con solidate your

resources there,orm arch on D elhi.Ithin k itm ustbe allow edthatourEuropean troops
are n otplacedatthisorthatstation sim ply toholdit,buttobe ready tom ov e w herev er
they m ay be required.S alubrious an d ecn trical poin ts for their location w ere selected;
butsolon g as w e m ain tain our prestig e an d k eep the coun try quiet,itcan n otsig n ify
how m an y can ton m en ts w e aban don .B utthis w e can n otdo,if w e allow tw oor three
N ativ e corps tocheck m ate larg e bodies of European s.Itw ill then be a m ere question of
tim e,by slow deg rees,butof a certain ty the N ativ e troops m ustdestroy us.W e are



A History of the Sepoy War in India. 1857-1858 - Volume II , Copyright © www.sanipanhwar.com 84

doin g all w e can to stren g then ourselv es, an d to rein force you, either by director
in directm ean s.101 B utcan your Excellen cy suppose for on e m om en tthatthe Irreg ular
troops w ill rem ain staun ch, if they see our European soldiers cooped up in their
can ton m en ts,tam ely aw aitin g the prog ress of ev en ts.Y ourExcellen cy rem ark s thatw e

m ustcarefully collectour resources;butw hatare these resources,butour European
soldiers,ourg un s,an dourm ateriel:these are all ready athan d,an don ly require tobe
han dledw isely an dv ig orously toproduce g reatresults.W e hav e m on ey also,an d the
con trol of the coun try.B utif disaffection spread,in surrection w ill follow ,an dw e shall
then n eitherbe able tocollectthe rev en ue,n orprocure supplies.""P ray,"he con tin ued,
"on ly reflecton the w hole history of In dia. W here hav e w e failed, w hen w e acted
v ig orously? W here hav e w e succeeded,w hen g uided by tim id coun sels? Cliv e,w ith
tw elv e hun dred,foug htatP lassey in opposition to the adv ice of his leadin g officers,

beat forty thousan d m en , an d con quered B en g al. M on son retreated from the
Chum bul, an d before he g ain ed A g ra, his arm y w as disorg an ized an d partially
an n ihilated.L ook atthe Caubul catastrophe.Itm ig hthav e been av ertedby resolute an d
boldaction .The Irreg ularsof the A rm y,the Kuzzilbashes,in shortourfrien ds,of w hom
w e hadm an y,on ly leftus w hen they foun dw e w ere n ottrue toourselv es.H ow can it
be supposedthatstran g ers an dm ercen aries w ill sacrifice ev erythin g forus? There is a
poin tup to w hich they w ill stan d by us,for they k n ow thatw e hav e alw ays been

ev en tually successful,an d thatw e are g ood m asters;butg o beyon d this poin t,an d
ev ery m an w ill look tohis im m ediate ben efit,his presen tsafety.The P un jab Irreg ulars
are m archin g dow n in the hig hestspirits,proudtobe trusted,an deag ertoshow their
superiority ov er the Reg ular troops— ready to fig ht, shoulder to shoulder,w ith the
European s.B utif,on their arriv al,they fin d the European s behin d breastw ork s,they
w ill beg in tothin k thatthe g am e is up.Recollectthatall this tim e,w hile w e are haltin g ,
the em issaries of the m utin eers are w ritin g to, an d v isitin g , ev ery can ton m en t... I
can n otcom prehen d w hatthe Com m issariatcan ,m ean by requirin g from sixteen to

tw en ty days toprocure prov ision s.Iam persuadedthatall you can require totak e w ith
you m ustbe procurable in tw oor three.W e hav e had an extraordin ary g ood harv est,
an dsupplies m ustbe abun dan tbetw een Um ballah an dM eerut.The g reaterportion of
the coun try is w ell cultiv ated.W e are sen din g our troops in ev ery direction w ithout
difficulty,throug h tracts w hich are com parativ ely desert.O urtrue policy is totrustthe
M aharajah of P utteeala,an d Rajah of Jheen d,an d the coun try g en erally,for they hav e
show n ev iden ce of bein g on ourside,bututterly todistrustthe reg ularS epoys.Iw ould

spare n oexpen se tocarry ev ery European soldier— atan y rate,tocarry ev ery otheron e.
B y altern ately m archin g an d ridin g ,their stren g th an d spirits w ill be m ain tain ed.W e
are pushin g on the Guides,the Fourth S ik hs,the Firstan dFourth P un jab reg im en ts of
In fan try,from differen tparts of the P un jab,in this w ay.If there is an officer in the
P un jab w hom your Excellen cy w ouldw ish tohav e atyour side,pray don 'thesitate to
apply for him .There is a youn g officer n ow atH ead-Q uarters,w ho,thoug h youn g in
years, has seen m uch serv ice, an d prov ed him self an excellen tsoldier. I allude to

101
T hisistobeunderstood asreferringtothem easurestakenintheP unjab.
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Captain N orm an ,of the A djutan t-Gen eral's office.S ir Colin Cam pbell had the hig hest
opin ion of hisjudg m en t;an dw hen he leftP eshaw uritw ascon sidereda publicloss."

O f the exceedin g force an dcog en cy of this n odoubtcan be en tertain ed.Itw as the rig ht

lan g uag e for the crisis— roug h, ready, an d straig htto the poin t. The g reatP un jab
Com m ission er,w ith his loin s g irtabout,eag er for the en coun ter,im patien tto strik e,
w as n otin a m ood to m ak e g en tle allow an ces or to w eig h n ice phrases of courteous
discourse.B ut,in w hathe w rote,he in ten ded tocon v ey n oreproaches tothe M ilitary
Chief,Itw as sim ply the irrepressible en thusiasm of a n ature,im patien tof departm en tal
dallyin g an d reg ulation restrain ts, an d in its ow n utter freedom from all fear of
respon sibility n otquite toleran tof the w eak n ess of those w ho,held back by a fear of
failure,shrin k from en coun terin g heroic risk s.Itw as n otthathe m istrusted the m an

A n son , butthathe m istrusted all the cum brous m achin ery of the H ead-Q uarters
D epartm en ts, w hich n ev er had been foun d ripe for sudden action — n ev er had
im prov ised an expedition or precipitated an en terprise,ev er sin ce D epartm en ts w ere
created — thoug h,in truth,he could n otsee thatin the m achin ery itself there w as
an ythin g to un fititfor prom ptaction ."I should g reatly reg ret," he w rote tw o days
afterw ards,"if an y m essag e orletterof m in e shouldan n oy you.Ihav e w ritten w arm ly
an dstron g ly in fav orof an adv an ce,because Ifeltassuredthatsuch w asthe true policy.

H ow ev er m uch w e m ay be tak en by surprise, our m ilitary org an ization adm its of
prom ptaction .The coun try is alm ostsure to be w ith us,if itw ere on ly thatw e sav e
them from trouble;an dthis w ill m ore especially be the case in an affairlik e the presen t,
w hen w e hav e really tocon ten don ly w ith ourow n troops,w ith w hom the people can
hav e n osym pathy."The Com m issariat,in such a case,isev erthe chief stum blin g -block ;
an d the im pedim en ts throw n up are those of w hich m ilitary m en tak e the m ost,an d
civ ilian sthe least,accoun t.A n son w astoldatUm ballah thatthey w ere in superable.B ut
John L aw ren ce, atRaw ul-P in dee, Could n otrecog n ize the force of the obstructiv e

arg um en t."Ican n otcom prehen d,"he w rote toA n son ,"w hy Colon el Thom son requires
so m uch supplies.To carry so m uch food w ith the troops is to en cum ber the colum n
an dw aste ourm on ey.Tog uardag ain stacciden ts,three orfourdayssuppliesshouldbe
tak en ,butn o m ore.M y belief is,thatten thousan d troops m ig htm arch all ov er the
N orth-W est,an d,prov idedthey paidforw hatthey required,n odifficulty in obtain in g
suppliesw ouldbe experien ced."Itisplain ,too,thatatthistim e the D elhidifficulty w as,
in the P un jab,held to be a lig hton e,for L aw ren ce added:"I still thin k thatn o real

resistan ce atD elhiw ill be attem pted;but,of course,w e m ustfirstg etthe M eerutforce
in order,an d,in m ov in g ag ain stD elhi,g opreparedtofig ht.M y im pression is,that,on
the approach of ourtroops,the m utin eers w ill eitherdisperse,orthe people of the city
rise an dopen theirg ates."102

102
In apreviousletter(M ay 21)L aw rence had w ritten:"At Delhithe S epoyshave m urdered theirofficersand

taken ourguns,but even there they did not stand.N o num berofthem can face am oderate body ofEuropeans
fairly handled.O flateyears,evenw henfightingunderourow nbannersinagood cause,w ithEuropeanofficersat
theirhead,and English com radesattheirside,they have seldom done anything;asm utineersthey cannotfight—
they w illburn,destroy,andm assacre,batnotfight."
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W hetherGen eral A n son ev errecog n izedthe factthatthe con jun cture w as on e in w hich
all rules of w arfare m ustbow their n eck s to stern political n ecessity, is n otv ery
apparen t;butif he still m ain tain ed his opin ion s as a soldier,he k n ew w ell thatitw as

his duty toyieldhis judg m en ttothe authority of the suprem e Civ il pow er;an dw hen
he receiv edan em phaticen un ciation of the v iew sof the Gov ern or-Gen eral,he prepared
tom arch dow n upon D elhi."Ireg ret,"he w rote tothe Gov ern or-Gen eral on the 23rdof
M ay,"thatithasn otbeen possible tom ov e soon erupon D elhi.The force issosm all that
itm ustn otbe frittered aw ay.You say in your teleg raphicm essag e thatD elhi m ustbe
recov ered, but[the operation s]tobe un dertak en by a stron g B ritish force.There is n ot
this in the coun try.W e hav e collectedall w ithin reach.Iv en ture tosay thatn otan hour
has been lost,an d thatthe m ov em en tof the troops from Um ballah w ill hav e been

accom plishedin a space of tim e w hich w asn otcon sideredpossible on m y arriv al here."
A n dhe con cludedhisletterby sayin g :"Ishouldbe g ladtok n ow w hetheryou con sider
the Force w ith w hich Ipropose toattack D elhisufficien t— an d,n am ely,a stron g B ritish
Force." H e had by this tim e clearly calculated his av ailable stren g th for the g reat
en terprise before him — an d,itw as this,as detailed in a letter w hich he w rote to
Gen eral H ew ittatM eerut:"The force from Um ballah con sists of the N in th L an cers,on e
squadron of the Fourth L an cers, H er M ajesty's S ev en ty-fifth Foot, FirstEuropean

Reg im en t,S econ d European Reg im en t,S ixtieth N ativ e In fan try,tw o troops of H orse
A rtillery.They are form ed in to tw o sm all brig ades.B rig adier H alifax com m an ds the
first— B rig adier Jon es the secon d brig ade.Four com pan ies of the FirstFusiliers,on e
squadron of N in th L an cers,tw og un s,H orse A rtillery,w ere m ov ed toKurn aul on the
17th,an darriv edon the 20th.S ix com pan ies of the FirstFusiliers follow edon the 21st.
H er M ajesty's S ev en ty-fifth Footan d S ixtieth Reg im en tof N ativ e In fan try m arched on
the 22n d.O n e squadron N in th L an cers an d four g un s w ill m arch on the 24th or 25th.
The abov e w ill be atKurn aul on the 28th.The S econ d European s,third troop third

brig ade of H orse A rtillery w ill probably follow on the 26th. The w hole w ill be at
Kurn aul on the 30th.Ipropose then toadv an ce w ith the colum n tow ards D elhi on the
1st,an dbe opposite toB ag hputon the 5th.A tthis place Ishouldw ish tobe join edby
the force from M eerut.To reach itfour days m ay be calculated on ." "A sm all sieg e-
train ,"he added,"has leftL oodian ah,an d is expected here on the 26th.Itw ill require
elev en daystog etittoD elhi.Itm ay join usatB ag hputon oraboutthe 6th,the day after
thatIhav e n am ed for the jun ction of your force.Idepen d on your supplyin g atleast

on e hun dredan dtw en ty A rtillerym en tow ork it.You w ill brin g ,besides,accordin g to
statem en treceiv ed,tw o squadron s of Carabin eers,a w in g of the S ixtieth Rifles,on e
lig htfieldbattery,on e troopof H orse A rtillery,an dan y S appers you can depen dupon ,
an dof course the n on -com m ission edEuropean officersbelon g in g tothem ."

W hilstA n son w as w ritin g this from Um ballah, L ord Can n in g w as teleg raphin g a
m essag e to him , throug h the L ieuten an t-Gov ern or of A g ra, an n oun cin g the
rein forcem en ts w hich w ere expectedatCalcutta,an daddin g thatev erythin g depen ded

"upon disposin g speedily of D elhi, an d m ak in g a terrible exam ple. N o am oun tof
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sev erity can be too g reat.I w ill supportyou in an y deg ree of it." There w as n othin g
un certain in this soun d.B utitis clear thatthe Gov ern or-Gen eral,in his eag ern ess to
strik e a sudden an d a heav y blow atthe en em y,v ery m uch un derrated the m ilitary
difficulties w ith w hich A n son w as called upon to con ten d,an d believ ed ov erm uch in

the facile execution of the im possible;for,on the 31stof M ay,he teleg raphed ag ain to
the Com m an der-in -Chief,sayin g :"I hav e heard today thatyou do n otexpectto be
before D elhi till the 9th (Jun e).In the m ean tim e Caw n pore an d L uck n ow are sev erely
pressed,an dthe coun try betw een D elhian dCaw n pore is passin g in tothe han ds of the
rebels.Itisof the utm ostim portan ce toprev en tthis,an dtoreliev e Caw n pore.B utrapid
action w ill do it. Your force of A rtillery w ill en able you to dispose of D elhi w ith
certain ty.I therefore beg thatyou w ill detach on e European In fan try reg im en tan d a
sm all force of European Cav alry to the south of D elhi, w ithoutk eepin g them for

operation s there, so that A lig urh m ay be recov ered an d Caw n pore reliev ed
im m ediately.Itis im possible to ov errate the im portan ce of show in g European troops
betw een D elhian dCaw n pore,L uck n ow an dA llahabad,depen dupon it."

Itis easy tocon ceiv e w hatw ouldhav e been the perplexity in Gen eral A n son 's m in d,if
he had receiv ed these in struction s.The recov ery of D elhi seem ed to be an en terprise
beyon d the reach of the slen der m ean s athis disposal;buthe w as expected also to

operate in the coun try beyon d,an din the straits of his w eak n ess todisplay stren g th on
an exten siv e fieldof action .The A rm y w as already on its w ay toD elhi.For w hilstthe
M ilitary D epartm en ts w ere protestin g theirin ability tom ov e the A rm y,the Civ ilian s at
Um ballah— officially the Com m ission er of the Cis-S utlej S tates, an d the D eputy
Com m ission er of the district, in div idually M r. Georg e B arn es an d M r. D oug las
Forsyth— w ere puttin g forth their stren g th,m ov in g all the ag en ts ben eath them ,an d
em ployin g the in fluen ce w hich their position had g iv en them am on g the people to
accom plish prom ptly an d effectually the g reatobjectn ow to be attain ed. Itlittle

m atteredif,atsuch a tim e,the ordin ary Civ il busin ess w ere tem porarily suspen ded.It
behoov ed,atsuch a m om en t,ev ery m an to be m ore or less a soldier.S o the Civ il
officers,n oton ly atUm ballah,butall aroun d it,in the im portan tcoun try betw een the
Jum n a an d the S utlej,w en tto w ork rig htm an fully in aid of the m ilitary authorities;
collected carts,collected cattle,collected coolies,an d broug httog ether an d stored in
Um ballah larg e supplies of g rain forthe arm y.103 A n dthis,too,in the face of difficulties
an d im pedim en ts w hich w ould hav e dism ayed an d obstructed less earn estw ork m en

forev er,after the fashion of their k in d,N ativ es of all classes stood aloof,w aitin g an d

103
M r.Barnes,inhisofficialreport,hasrecordedthat,"Assoonasitw asseenby theCom m ander-in-Chiefthatan

onw ard m ovem ent should be m ade,asudden difficulty arose in the w ant ofcarriages.T he Deputy Com m issary-
Generalhavingofficially declared hisinability tom eetthew antsofthearm y,theCivilAuthoritiesw erecalledupon
to supply thedem and.AtU m ballahthere haseverbeenadifficulty tofurnishcattleofany kind,the cartsbeingof
avery inferiordescription;how ever,suchasthey w ere,thiefhad tohepressed intoservice,and inthecourseofa
w eek,afterthe utm ostexertions,five hundred carts,tw o thousand cam els,and tw o thousand cooliesw erem ade
overtothe Com m issariatDepartm ent;thirty thousand maunds ofgrainw ere likew isecollected and stored forthe
Arm y inthetow noftubalink."
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w atchin g the issue of ev en ts;from the capitalistto the coolie all shrun k alik e from
ren derin g activ e assistan ce tothose w hose pow erm ig htbe sw eptaw ay in a day.

There w ere other im portan tserv ices,w hich atthattim e the Civ il officers ren dered to

their coun try;doin g ,in deed,thatw ithoutw hich all:else w ould hav e been in v ain .In
the coun try betw een the Jum n a an dthe S utlej w ere the g reatchiefsof w hatw ere k n ow n
asthe "P rotectedS ik h S tates."These states,atthe com m en cem en tof the cen tury,w e had
rescued by our in terferen ce from the g rasp of Run jeetS in g h,an d ev er sin ce the tim e
w hen the Rajah of P uteealah placedin the han ds of youn g Charles M etcalfe the k eys of
his,fort,an d said thatall he possessed w as atthe serv ice of the B ritish Gov ern m en t,
those chiefs, secure in the possession of their rig hts, had been true to the En g lish
allian ce,They hadsurv iv edthe ruin of the oldS ik h-Em pire,an dw ere g rateful tousfor

the protection w hich w e hadaffordedan dthe in depen den ce w hich w e hadpreserv ed.
There are season s in the liv es of all n ation s, w hen faith is w eak an d tem ptation is
stron g ,an d,fora little space,the Cis-S utlej chiefs,w hen the cloud's of ourfirsttrouble
w ere low erin g ov erus,m ay hav e been besetw ith doubts an dperplexities an dfears of
sidin g w ith the w eak erparty.Theirhesitation ,how ev er;w asshort-liv ed.

The excellen ttactof D oug las Forsyth, w ho took upon him self the respon sibility of

callin g upon the M aharajah of P uteealah for assistan ce, sm oothed dow n the
apprehen sion s of thatchief,an d he took his course m an fully an d con sisten tly,n ev er
sw erv in g from the straig htpath of his duty.The chiefs of Jheen d an dN abha follow ed
his exam ple, an d w ere equally true to the B ritish allian ce.104 Itw as of the utm ost
im portan ce,atthattim e,thatthe roadfrom Um ballah toKurn aul shouldbe k eptopen ;
foritw as tothe latterplace— on ce a flourishin g m ilitary can ton m en t,butatthe tim e of
w hich Iam w ritin g deserted an d decayed— thatthe troops from Um ballah w ere n ow
m archin g ;an dthere the fug itiv es from D elhihadm ostly assem bled,an dsom ethin g of

an attem pthadbeen m ade tore-establish the shatterededifice of B ritish authority upon
a frag m en tof the ruin s of D elhi.105 A bov e all,to hold Kurn aul w as to k eep open the
com m un ication s betw een Um ballah an dM eerut,an dsotofacilitate the jun ction of the

104
S ee M r.Barnes'sreport."T he firstobjectw asto provideforthe safety ofthe Grand T runkR oad and the tw o

stationsofT hanesurand L oodhianah,w hich w ere w ithout reliable troops. Iaccordingly directed the R ajah of
Jhecnd to proceed to Kurnaulw ith allhisavailable force.T he M aharajah ofP uteealah,at m y request,sent a
detachm ent ofallarm s,and three guns,under hisbrother,to T hanesur on the Grand T runk R oad betw een
U m ballah and Kurnaul.T he R ajah ofN abhaand the N ew ab ofM alairKotelaw ere requested to m arch w ith their
m en to L oodhianah,and the R ajah ofFureedpore w asdesired to place him selfunderthe ordersofthe Deputy
Com m issionerofFerozepore.T husallpointsofthe m ain line ofroad w ere secured,and the R ajah ofJheend w as
also instructed tocollectsuppliesand carriagesforthefield force,to protectthe station ofKurnaul,"&c.Itshould
be added that S irJohn L aw rence had telegraphed on the 13th to "get the M aharajah ofP uteealah to send one
regim enttoT hanesurand anothertoL oodhianah."T hepolicy frontthefirstw astotrustthegreatCis-S utlejChiefs.
See also note in the Appendix.

105
BrigadierGravesand M r.L e Bas,w ho had effected theirescape from Delhi,w ere the representativesofthe

m ilitary andcivilauthority.
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forces from those tw opoin ts.H appily forus,in this jun cture the N ew ab of Kurn aul,a
M ahom edan n oblem an an d lan d-ow n er of larg e in fluen ce in thatpartof the coun try,
threw the w eig htof his person al pow er in tothe scales on our side.106 This,doubtless,
w as g reathelp tous;an dw hen the Jheen dRajah sen tdow n his troops toKurn aul,the

dan g er of a g en eral risin g of the m ixed population of thatpartof the coun try had
passed aw ay.The Con tin g en tarriv ed on the n ig htof the 18th,an d on the follow in g
m orn in g the first detachm en t of European s m arched in to the can ton m en t.107

M ean w hile, the P uteealah Rajah w as occupyin g Than esur, on the g reathig h road
betw een Um ballah an d Kurn aul, an d thus the com m un ication betw een these tw o
im portan tpoin tsw asfully secured.

A tthe distan ce of a few m iles from the station of Kurn aul lies the tow n of P an iput,a

place fam ous in In dian an n als;for there,on the n eig hbourin g plain ,had g reatarm ies
con ten ded,an dthrice w ith trem en dous carn ag e the destin ies of In dia hadbeen decided
on itsbattle-fields.A tthispoin tthe bulk of the Jheen dCon tin g en tw asn ow posted,an d
as fresh detachm en ts of the arm y from Um ballah m archedin toKurn aul,the adv an ced
g uardpushedon toP an iput,w here itw aspresen tly join edby the rearcom pan iesof the
Fusiliers,tw om ore squadron s of the L an cer reg im en t,an d four g un s.The European s,
w eak en ed thoug h they w ere by the burn in g heats of M ay,w ere eag er for the con flict,

an dalready there hadg row n up am on g stthem thatin ten se hatredof the N ativ e races
w hich afterw ardsbore such bitterfruit, forev en then they w ere beg in n in g tosee before
them ev iden cesof the destroyin g han dof the In surg en t.

W ith the lastof the European reg im en ts Gen eral A n son leftUm ballah,on the 25th of
M ay;an d,on the 26th,he w as lyin g atKurn aul,helpless an d hopeless;on the bed of
death,in the m ortal ag on ies of the g reatpestof the coun try.O n the flow in g day,S ir
H en ry B arn ard arriv ed in Cam p,a little after m idn ig ht,justin tim e,as he said,to

receiv e the dyin g farew ell of his chief.A n son w as all butg on e;buthe recog n ized his
frien d,an d,in a fain tv oice,articulated:"B arn ard,Ileav e you the com m an d.You w ill
say how an xious,hav e been todom y duty.Ican n otrecov er.M ay success atten dyou.
God bless you.Good-bye."108 A n d an other hour had n otspen titself before Gen eral
Georg e A n son had passed beyon d the reach of all hum an praise or cen sure.The g reat
respon sibility throw n upon the Chief-Com m an der hadfilledhim w ith m en tal an xiety,

106
M r.R aikesstates,inhis"N oteson the R evolt,"that"W hen w e had nom ilitary forcenearKurnanl,and allm en

w atched anxiously theconductofeachlocalchief,theN ew ab ofKurnaulw enttoM r.L eBasand addressed him to
thefollow ingeffect:S ir,Ihavespentasleeplessnightinm editatingonthestateofaffairs;Ihavedecided tothrow
inm y lotw ithyours.M y sw ord,m y purse,andm y follow ersareatyourdisposal."

107
T hisadvanced detachm entconsisted offourcom paniesofthe FirstFusiliers,tw o Horse Artillery guns,and a

squadronoftheN inthL ancers.

108
L etterofS irH.Barnaid to S irCharlesYorke,M ay 27,1857."T his,"he adds,"w asathalfpast,one A.M .on the

27th;at2:15 he breathedhislast."Choleraw asthe,im m ediatecauseofhisdeath.
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w hich had in creased the depressin g in fluen ces of ov er-fatig ue an d exposure to the
clim ate in the m osttryin g season of the yearhe hadev in cedm uch ten dercon sideration
for the health of his m en ,an d he w as on e of the firstto be struck dow n by the fiery
blasts of the In dian sum m er.H e w as a brav e soldier an d an hon estg en tlem an ;an d

an otherbrav e soldieran dhon estg en tlem an ,w hilstthe corpse lay un buriedin the n ext
room ,w rote a letter,sayin g :"Isolem n ly declare toyou on m y character as an officer,
w ho,atall ev en ts,cam e tothiscoun try w ith the prestig e of recen tserv ice w ith him ,that
n otan hourhasbeen lostin g ettin g the sm all force n ow adv an cedasfarasP an iput,an d
Ihope tok eeppushin g on ,asfastas Ican g etthem up,on D elhi.The day Iheardof the
disaster at D elhi— w hich at Um ballah preceded an y accoun t from M eerut— I
im m ediately dispatched m y son ,w ho rode to S im lah durin g the n ig htto w arn the
Com m an der-in -Chief,an dbrin g him dow n .H e has him self detailedall his m ov em en ts

toyou,an dIcan n otbuten tertain hope hadhe liv ed,you w ouldhav e tak en a differen t
v iew of his con duct,an d n otattributed an y w an tof en erg y to him .W hatev er m ig ht
hav e been accom plishedby an im m ediate rush from M eerutcouldn otbe expectedfrom
Um ballah.The European troops w ere all in the H ills.N othin g butthree reg im en ts of
N ativ e troops an d som e A rtillery European s w ere atthe latter place;an d w hen the
reg im en ts on the H ills w ere assem bled,the Gen eral w as m etby protests ag ain sthis
adv an ce by the leadin g S taff an d M edical O fficers of his A rm y. The Com m issariat

declaredtheirutterin ability tom ere the troops;the m edical m en represen tedtheirs to
prov ide the requisite atten dan ts an dbearers.S till m atters w en ton .Troops w ere m ov ed
as fastas could be don e,an d arran g em en ts m ade to m eetthe difficulty of bearers.
A m m un ition had tobe procured from P hillour,forthe m en had n ottw en ty roun ds in
their pouches,an d n on e in store;an d the A rtillery w ere in efficien t,as their reserv e
w ag on s w ere all atL oodhian ah.Itis on ly this day thatIexpectthe n ecessary supply of
am m un ition to arriv e atUm ballah.Ihav e determ in ed (Isay I,for poor A n son could
on ly recog n ize m e an d han d m e ov er the com m an d w hen Iarriv ed lastn ig ht)n otto

w aitforthe sieg e-train ."109

Thus passedaw ay from the scen e on e of its chief actors,justas the curtain hadrisen on
the g reatdram a of B ritish action .W ith w hatsuccess A n son m ig hthav e played his
distin g uishedpartcan n ow be on ly con jectured.There are those w hobeliev e thatalik e
in w isdom an din teg rity he faroutshon e all his colleag ues in the S uprem e Coun cil,an d
thatw hen the crisis arriv edhe took in the situation an dm easuredthe w ork tobe don e

w ith an accuracy an d precision w hich n on e beside,soldier or civ ilian ,broug httobear
upon the open in g in ciden ts of the W ar.110 L ittle tim e w as allow ed to him to recov er

109
S irHenry BarnardtoS irJohnL aw rence,M ay 27,1857.MS.

110
S eethestatem entsoftheauthorofthe"R edP am phlet:""Itw asacom m onpracticetosneeratGeneralAnson

asam ere Horse Guards'General,asone w ho had gained hishonorsat N ew m arket.But itisneverthelessafact
thatthisHorse-Guards'General,by dintofapplication and perseverance,m ade him selfso thoroughly am asterof
hisprofession,that,w hen the m utiny broke out,he drew up aplan ofoperations,w hich hissuccessor,aCrim ean
General,carried out in allitsdetails,rejecting ascrude and ridiculousthe suggestionssent up by the collective
w isdom ofCalcutta." History m ay not unw illingly accept this; but w hen it issaid that GeneralAnson,"w hen
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from the firstshock of the storm before itov erw helm ed an d destroyed him .B utit
w ould be un justto estim ate w hathe did,or w hathe w as capable of doin g ,by the
m easurin g -rodof those w ho,durin g thatev en tful fortn ig ht,believ edthatthe recov ery
of D elhi w as tobe accom plished by the prom ptm ov em en tof a sm all an d im perfectly

equippedB ritish force.Itisn otin con tem porary utteran ces thatw e are tolook fora just
v erdict. W e m ustputaside all thoug ht, in deed, of w hatev en the w isestan d the
stron g estsaidin the firstparoxysm of perplexity,w hen all m en look edtothe Chief of
the A rm y to do w hatthen seem ed to be easy,an d foun d thatitw as n otdon e.H ow
difficultitreally w as w ill presen tly appear.A n d thoug h the resultof a sudden blow
struck atD elhim ig hthav e been successful,itisim possible,w ith ourlaterk n ow ledg e of
subsequen tev en tstog uide us,n ottobeliev e thatin the m on th of M ay the risk of failure
w as g reater than the fair prospectof success.A n d w e m ay be sure thatif A n son had

flun g him self headlon g upon the stron g hold of the en em y an d failed,he w ould hav e
been stig m atizedasa rash an din capable g en eral,ig n oran tof the firstprin ciplesof w ar.

P erhaps the judg m en tof L ordCan n in g on these in itial delays an dtheircauses m ay be
acceptedassoun dan djust."The protracteddelay,"he w rote,"hasbeen caused,asfaras
Ican g ather from priv ate letters from Gen eral A n son sin ce Ilastw rote,by w aitin g for
the sieg e-train ,an dby w an tof carriag e forthe European s.A s reg ards the sieg e-train ,I

believ e ittohav e been an un w ise delay.W e shall crush D elhim ore easily,of course;but
Idon otbeliev e thatw e should hav e been exposed toan y rev erse for w an tof a sieg e-
train ,an dthe tim e losthas costus dearin deed.A s tothe carriag e an dCom m issariat,it
is im possible,in the absen ce of all in form ation ,tosay how farthe delay w as av oidable
an d blam able.Itw ould hav e been m adn ess to m ov e a European force atthis season
w ith an y deficien cy of carriag e (w ith cholera,too,am on g stthem ),butg reatly doubt
W hether Gen eral A n son w as w ell serv edin this m atter of carriag e.From m an y letters
from H ead-Q uarters w hich hav e been before m e,Iam satisfiedthat,w ith the exception

of on e youn g officer,111 there w asn ota m an on the A rm y S taff w hog av e due thoug htto
the political dan g ers of delay an dtothe perilsw hich hun g ov erus elsew here aslon g as
n om ov e w as m ade upon D elhi.W ith the S taff,the M edical S taff especially,arg uin g the
n ecessity of com pleten ess,an dn on e of them apparen tly con sciousof the im m en se v alue
of tim e,itis v ery probable thattim e w as lost.O n this subjectyou w ill ace a letterfrom

S ir John L aw ren ce tothe Com m an der-in -Chief.Itis v ery earn estan d practical,lik e all
thatcom es from him ,an d Iw ish w ith all m y heartthathe had been n earer to H ead-

Q uarters.H is coun sels an d his thoroug h k n ow ledg e of the coun try w ould hav e been
in v aluable.You m ustbearin m in d,how ev er,in reg ardtohisestim ate of the tim e w hich
shouldhav e been sufficien ttoputthe arm y in m otion ,thata g reatchan g e w as m ade in

brought,in both the Councils"— that is,the Executive and L egislative Councils— "face to face w ith m en w ho had
m adelegislationforIndiathestudy oftheirlives,distancedthem all,"onecannothelpbeingsom ew hatstartled by
theboldnessoftheassertion.

111
It need scarcely be said that the officerhere indicated w asCaptain,now (1869)ColonelN orm an,w ho has

abundantly justifiedallthehighopinionsofhischaracterthenentertained.
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the Com m issariatthree years ag o,w hen the Tran sportestablishm en ts w ere g iv en up,
an d itw as determ in ed totrusthen ceforw ardtohirin g beasts for the occasion .W e are
n ow m ak in g the firstexperim en tof this chan g e.Econ om ically,itw as a pruden ton e,
an din tim esof ordin ary w arm ig htw ork w ell;butIshall be surprisedif Gen eral A n son

w ere n utg reatly im peded by it.Could ithav e been foreseen thatour n extoperation s
w ould be ag ain st our ow n reg im en ts an d subjects, n o san e m an w ould hav e
recom m en dedit."

From the death-bedof Gen eral A n son S irH en ry B arn ardhadreceiv edhis in struction s
totak e com m an dof the D elhiFieldForce.A n dtak in g thatcom m an d,he castupaton ce
the difficulties of his position . H e thoug ht that if A n son 's death had n ot been
accelerated,his lastm om en ts hadbeen em bittered,by the reproaches of eag er-m in ded

civ ilian s,w hocouldn otm easure m ilitary difficulties as they are m easuredby soldiers;
an dhe feltthat,in the execution of hisduty tohiscoun try,he m ig htbrin g lik e cen sure
upon him self.H e w as in a n ov el an dw holly un an ticipatedposition ,112 an dhe feltthat
he w as expectedtodow hatw as im possible.B uthe w en tresolutely atthe w ork before
him ;an dflun g him self in toitw ith an am oun tof en erg y an dactiv ity w hich excitedthe
adm iration an dsurprise of m uch youn g erm en .H e determ in ed,on the m orn in g of the
27th,n otto w aitfor the sieg e-train ,butafter exchan g in g som e six-poun ders for n in e-

poun ders,tom arch on toD elhi,form in g a jun ction on the w ay w ith the M eerutforce
un derB rig adierW ilson ."S olon g as Iexercise an y pow er,"he w rote toL aw ren ce on the
day after A n son 's death,"you m ay restassured thatev ery en erg y shall be dev oted to
the objects Ihav e n ow in v iew ,v iz.,con cen tratin g all the force Ican collectatD elhi,
securin g the bridg e atB ag hput,an d securin g our com m un ication w ith M eerut.For
those objects all is n ow in actual m otion .The lastcolum n leftUm ballah lastn ig ht,an d
the sieg e-train w ill follow un der escort,prov idedby M r.B arn es.Ihav e n oticed tothe
Com m issariatthatsupplies w ill be required,an d hope that,w hen w ithin tw o days'

m arch of D elhi,ourpresen ce m ay hav e the in fluen ce you an ticipate,an dyou m ay soon
hearof ourbein g in possession of the place."O n the 31sthe w rote from Gurroun da :"I
am preparin g w ith the Com m an din g E n g in eerthe plan of the position totak e upw hen
w e reach D elhi,an d hope thatn oletor hin dran ce w ill prev en tour bein g ready toact
upon the place by the 5th."

The force from Um ballah w as n ow in full m arch upon D elhi.The scorchin g heatof the

sum m er,w hich w as tak in g terrible effectupon the health of the European soldiery,
forbade m uch m archin g in the daytim e.The fierce sun beatdow n upon the closedten ts
of ourpeople,an das they lay in w eary sleep,orv ain ly courtin g it,there w as stilln ess,
alm ostas of death,in our cam p.B utw ith the cooln ess of ev en in g L ife return ed.The

112
"Itisanovelposition,"he w rote to S irJohn L aw rence,"foran officerto find him selfplaced in w ho com esto

the country prepared to treatitsarm y ashisow n;to m ake every allow ance forthe difference ofconstitution;to
encourage itspast good deedsand honorable nam e;to have side blow sofreproof,because he hasnot treated
them w iththeutm ostseverity,and rathersoughtoccasiontodisgracethanendeavortosupportthem .T hatIhave
endeavoredtosupportthem Ifully adm it,and,ifafault.Im ustbeartheblam e."-MS. Correspondence.
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lassitude w as g on e.M en em erg edfrom theirten ts an dw ere soon in all the bustle an d
preparation of the com in g m arch. The clear starlit n ig hts are said to hav e been
"delicious."113 B utas the En g lish soldierm archedon ben eath thatg reatcalm can opy of
heav en ,there w as w ithin him the turm oil an d the bittern ess of an av en g in g thirstfor

blood.Itfared ill w ith those ag ain stw hom charg es w ere broug htof in flictin g in jury
upon fug itiv esfrom D elhi.S om e v illag ers,believ edtobe thusg uilty,w ere seized,tried,
con dem n ed,an dexecutedam idstev ery possible in dig n ity thatcouldbe putupon them
by our soldiers un der the approv in g sm iles of their officers.114 A n d ev er as they
m archedon ,there w as an eag erdesire tofin dcrim in als an dtoexecute judg m en tupon
them ;an ditw asn oteasy forthe han dsof authority torestrain the retributiv e im pulses
of ourpeople.

The day of action w as n ow n otfar distan t;an d all believ ed thatitw ould be a day of
sig n al retribution ."M ostof the m en ,"ithas been said,"believ ed thaton e battle w ould
decide the fate of the m utin ous reg im en ts. They w ould fig htin the m orn in g ; they
w oulddrin k theirg rog in D elhi atn ig ht."115 Ev en the sick ,in the hospital ten ts,satup,
declaredthatthey w ere w ell,an dw ith feeble v oicesim ploredtobe discharg edthatthey
m ig htbe ledag ain stthe hateden em y.B utB arn ard's force w as w eak ,an dim patien tas
w ere histroops topush forw ard,itw asn ecessary thatthey shouldform a jun ction w ith

W ilson 's brig ade,w hich w as adv an cin g from M eerut,on the other side of the riv er.
W hatthatbrig ade haddon e sin ce the disastrous n ig htof the 10th of M ay m ustn ow be
briefly related.

113
S eethe"History of the Siege of Delhi, by One who Served there,"foravery anim atedaccountofthem arch.

114
"T he fiercenessofthem enincreased every day,often ventingitselfonthecam p-servants,m any ofw hom ran

aw ay.T he prisoners,during the few hoursbetw een theirtrialand execution,w ere unceasingly torm ented by the
soldiers.T hey pulledtheirhair,prickedthem w iththeirbayonets,andforcedthem toeatcow 'sflesh,w hileofficers
stood by approving."— History of the Siege of Delhi, by One who Served there.

115
"T heHistory oftheS iegeofDelhi,by O new hoS ervedthere."
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CHAPTER VI.

STATE OF MEERUT - THE SAPPERS AHD MINERS - DEFENCE OF
ROORKHEE - COLONEL BAIRD SMITH - MUTINTY OF SAPPERS -
MARCH OF WILSON'S BRIGADE - BATTLES OF THE HINDUN -
JUNCTION WITH BARNARD - BATTLE OF BUDLEE-KA-SERAL -

POSITION BEFORE DELHI.

O N the day afterthatdreadful n ig htatM eerut,w hich w itn essedthe firsthorrors of the
rev olt,itw as the effortof the authorities to con cen trate all the surv iv in g European s,
an d such property as could be sav ed, w ithin the En g lish quarter of the g reat
Can ton m en t.A ll the outlyin g piquet's an dsen tries w ere therefore recalled;an dall w ho
liv edbeyon dthe n ew lin e of defen ce w ere broug htin an dlodg edin a capacious public
buildin g used as the A rtillery S chool of In struction ,an d k n ow n as the D um -dum m a.

There alsothe treasure w as broug htfrom the Collectorate,an d safely g uarded ag ain st
the plun derers,w how ere rov in g aboutthe place.For the predatory classes w ere n ow
m ak in g hig h festiv al, the escaped con v icts from the g aols, the Goojurs from the
n eig hborin g v illag es,an d all the v ile scum an d refuse of the bazaars w ere g loryin g in
the g reatparalysis of authority w hich hadm ade crim e soeasy an dsoprofitable.From
the Can ton m en tthe g reatharv estof rapin e stretchedoutin tothe surroun din g district.
There w as n o respectof person s,races,or creeds.A ll w ho had an ythin g to lose an d

lack ed stren g th;to defen d it,w ere ruthlessly despoiled by the m arauders.Trav elers
w ere stoppedon the hig hw ay;the m ails w ere plun dered;houses w ere forcibly en tered
an d sack ed, an d som etim es all the in m ates butchered.116 A n d so en tirely had all
sem blan ce of B ritish authority disappeared,thatitw as believ ed thatthe En g lish in
M eeruthadbeen slain toa m an .117

116
T ake the follow ing illustration from the O fficialR eportofM r.Com m issionerW illiam s:-"R am dual,aprisoner

confined in the CivilGaolunderadecree forarrearsofrent,hastened to hisvillage,Bhojpoor,duringthe nightof
the 10th,and the next day atdaybreakcollected aparty and attacked am oneylenderw ho had adecree against
him ,andm urderedhim and sixofhishousehold."

117
S ee description ofthe state,ofM eerutalterthe outbreakgiven by M ajorG.W .W illiam sin his"Narrative of

Events:""Ifound the w holeofthe station south ofthe N ullatiand R egent'sBridge.abandoned,forherethe storm
that w asto shake Indiato itsbasisfirst broke out,and the ravagesthere visible w ere,strange to say,not
accom plished by bandit ofsoldiery form idable from theirarm sand discipline,but by m obsofw retched rabble
(hundredsofw hom w ould have been instantaneously scattered by afew roundsofgrape),and thisin the face of
an overw helm ing European force. T he GeneralofDivision,w ith severalofficers,inhabited one of the Horse
Artillery barracks,w hilst m ost ofthe residentsoccupied the Field M agazine,now universally know n asthe far-
fam edDuns-Dum m a,anenclosed spaceofabouttw ohundred yardssquare,w ithw allseightfeethigh,aditchand
four bastionsat each corner. T husstrengthened,it w asdefensible against any num ber of rabble insurgents
unprovided w ith heavy gunsorm ortars.S o com pletely w ere the rest ofthe cantonm entsdeserted,that m any
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M ean w hile,w ith the prov erbial rapidity of ev il tidin g s,n ew s had trav elled up from
D elhi,w hich leftn o doubtof the total defeatof the En g lish,the P roclam ation of the
P adishali,an d the con cen tration of the rebel troops,w ho,itw as believ ed,w ould soon

return to M eerutw ith all the im m en se resources of the g reatM ag azin e attheir
com m an d. A n d presen tly fug itiv es cam e in w ith the sad details of m utin y an d
m assacre, an d excitin g n arrativ es of their ow n ; prov iden tial escapes.118 A ll this
in creasedthe g en eral con stern ation .Itw asplain n ow thatthere w asw ide-spreadrev olt.
A ll Civ il authority w as practically suspen ded;so M artial L aw w as proclaim ed in the
join tn am es of Gen eral H ew ittan d M r.Greathed;an d the firstw ho tasted the ready
justice of the im prov ised g allow s w as the butcher from the B azaar,w ho had brutally
m urdered M rs.Cham bers in her house.B utthis seem s tohav e been an isolated actof

v ig or,due rathertothe en erg y of an in div idual than tothe join tauthority from w hich
the edicthadproceeded.

O n the 16th an in ciden toccurredw hich in creasedthe g en eral con stern ation .S ixty m iles
from M eerut,on the Gan g esCan al,liesRoork hee,the H ead-Q uartersof the En g in eerin g
scien ce of the coun try.There the g reatThom ason Colleg e,w ith its fam ous w ork shops,
w as in all the bustle an d an im ation of its v aried m echan ical in dustry.There w as the

cen tre of the Irrig ation D epartm en t, w hen ce issued the directin g authority that
con trolledthe g reatsystem of Can al W ork s w hich w ateredthe thirsty lan d.There,too,
w as postedthe reg im en tof S appers an dM in ers— train edan deducatedn ativ e m ilitary
E n g in eers un derEuropean officers.Itw as a g reatthriv in g beehiv e;an d thatm on th of
M ay foun d the w ork ers in all their w on ted peaceful activ ity,w ith plan s an d projects
suitedtothe atm osphere of quiettim es,an dn othoug htof com in g dan g ertodisturb the
ev en ten or of daily life."N ocom m un ity in the w orld,"w rote on e,w hom ay be saidto
hav e been the chief of this prosperous colon y, "could hav e been liv in g in g reater

security of life an d property," w hen M ajor Fraser,w ho com m an ded the S appers an d
M in ers,receiv ed an express from the Gen eral atM eerut,orderin g him to proceed by
forced m arches to thatstation , as the S epoy reg im en ts w ere in open rev olt. W hen
in tellig en ce of thissum m on sreachedColon el B airdS m ith,he aton ce sug g estedthatthe
reg im en tshouldhe dispatchedby the route of the Gan g es Can al.Tothis Fraserreadily
ag reed;an d w ithin six hours boats w ere prepared sufficien tfor the con v eyan ce of a
thousan d m en .The reg im en tm ustered on ly sev en hun dred an d thirteen ,w ho w ere

equipped an d ready for the journ ey, w hen an other express cam e orderin g tw o
com pan iestostan dfastatRoork hee,forthe protection of thatplace.S oev en tually som e
fiv e hun dredm en setout,un derFraser,forM eerut.

nativesbelieved that every European had been exterm inated,and theirpow erbeing unseen,unfelt,w asreadily
supposed tohavebeensubverted."

118
Am ongthose w hoescaped from Delhi,butperished on the w ay,w asthe gallantleaderofthelittle party that

defended the greatDelhiM agazine.It isstated that W illoughby w asm urdered,w ith severalcom panions,by the
inhabitantsofavillageneartheHindunriver.
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Then cam e to Roork hee the n ew s of the D elhi m assacre.A n d as the S appers w ere
m ov in g dow n to M eerut, B aird S m ith w as m ak in g adm irable arran g em en ts for the
defen ce of the g reaten g in eerin g depot, in w hich he took such earn estan d lov in g
in terest.O fficially,he w as S uperin ten den t-Gen eral of Irrig ation in the N orth-W estern

P rov in ces;a m ostuseful fun ction ary,g reatin all the artsof peace,an dw ith a reputation
w hich an y m an m ig htbe proud topossess.B utthe m an of m uch scien ce n ow g rew at
on ce in tothe m an of w ar,an dRoork hee becam e a g arrison un derhis com m an d.N otan
hourw aslost.119

Those in deedw ere tim esw hen tolose an L airm ig ht be to lose ev erythin g ;an d B aird
S m ith k n ew thatthere w as n oem erg en cy ag ain stw hich he m ig htn otbe calledupon to
prov ide. Ev en the com pan ies of S appers, w hich had been leftfor the defen ce of

Roork hee,m ig htsoon becom e a source of in fin ite dan g er.Itw as soon settled thatthe
w ork shops should becom e the citadel, to w hich w om en an d children m ig ht be
rem ov ed; an d there, on the 16th of M ay, all these. helpless on es, little less than a
hun dred120 in n um ber;w ere com fortably accom m odatedin the sev eral room s;w hilstto
each of our m ale people som e fittin g duty w as assig n ed.Their n um ber w as n otm uch
g reater than thatof the w om en an d children ;an d half of them w ere n on -com batan ts,
clerk s attached to the establishm en t, an d little accustom ed to the use of arm s. The

train edsoldiersw ere butaboutfifty121 in n um ber,w ith eig htorten g oodofficers;an dof
these B aird S m ith took the com m an d, tellin g them off in to. differen tg uards, an d
org an izin g differen tdepartm en ts,sothatn othin g w as om itted or n eg lected thatcould
addtothe defen ce of the place.

The S apper com pan ies,suspected of disloyalty from the first,w ere placed un der their
officers in charg e of the Colleg e buildin g s.B aird S m ith had talk ed to som e of their
leadin g m en ,en deav orin g to allay the obv ious excitem en tam on g them by,frien dly

explan ation san dassuran ces;an dafterthat,he said,"Icoulddon om ore."The w retched
story of the bon e-dustflour w as rife am on g stthem ,an d there w as a v ag ue fear,as in
other places,of a m editated attack by the B ritish,tak in g them by surprise,disarm in g ,
an d then destroyin g them . In such a state of feelin g ev ery circum stan ce of an

119
"Itw asatdaybreakthatIreceivedthefirstintim ationoftheM eerutm utiny andm assacre.W henIw enttothe

porchofm y housetom ountm y horseforam orningride,Ifound M edlicott,ourgeologicalprofessor,sittingthere,
looking oppressed w ith som e painfulintelligence,and,on m y asking w hat the m atterw as,he then told m e that
about an hourbefore,Fraser,the Com m andant ofthe S appersand M iners,had received an expressfrom the
Generalat M eerut,ordering him proceed by forced m archesto that place.Iim m ediately suggested the Ganges
Canalroute instead offorced m arches,w hich w ould have fatigued the m en m uch,and m ade them unfit for
service."— MS. Correspondence of Colonel Baird Smith.

120
T here w ere on the 28th ofM ay fifty w om en and forty-three children,accordingto the Disposition L istofthe

R oorkheeGarrisonofthatday.

121
Baird S m ith,inaletterdated M ay 30th,saysthatthetrained soldiersw ereonly aboutthirty,butthenum bers

giveninthelistisontheauthority ofthenom inalrollofthegarrison.
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exception al character is m isin terpreted in toan in dication of offen ce,an d w hen itw as
k n ow n tothe S appers atRoork hee thatthe S irm oorB attalion — a reg im en tof Goork ahs
com m an ded by M ajor Charles Reid— w as com in g dow n from D hera,on its w ay to
M eerut,122 a terrible suspicion took possession of them ;they believ ed itw as a hostile

m ov em en tag ain stthem selv es.W hen this becam e k n ow n to B aird S m ith,he sen tan
express toReid requestin g him n ottom arch upon Roork hee,buttom ak e straig htfor
the Can al,an daton ce toem bark in the boats thatw ere w aitin g forhim .Reidg rasped
the position aton ce,an dactedupon the sug g estion .P reten din g thathe hadm issedhis
w ay,he ask ed for a g uide tolead him straig httothe ban k s of the Can al,an d sothey
m arched on to the boats w ithoutin creasin g the g en eral alarm .A n d,said Reid,B aird
S m ith w as rig htbeyon d doubt,an d his g ood judg m en tan d forethoug htm ay hav e
been — in deed,Ifeel pretty sure w as— the m ean s of sav in g the place an dthe liv es of the

ladiesan dchildren .123

M ean w hile, the m ain body of the S appers, un der M ajor Fraser, had m arched in to
M eerut.N otw ithoutsom e feelin g s of suspicion an dalarm ,they hadm ov eddow n the
g reatCan al ;buttheirbehav iorhad,on the w hole,been orderly,an dw hen ,on the 15th,
they arriv ed attheir destin ation ,there w as n oreason todoubttheir fidelity.B roug ht,
how ev er,in tothe im m ediate presen ce of a larg e body of European troops,w hohadthe

blood of their slaug htered coun trym en to av en g e, they w ere in that excitable,
in flam m able state,w hich n eeds on ly a sin g le spark todraw forth the laten tfire.Itsoon
fell.Itseem s thatthe Com m an dan thad prom ised them thatthey shouldretain charg e
of their ow n am m un ition .H e had n o in ten tion of break in g faith w ith them ;buthe
desired that,for g reater security,itshould be stored in a bom b-proof buildin g ,w hich
hadbeen placedathis disposal.If the objectof this hadbeen carefully explain edtothe
m en ,they w ouldprobably hav e assen tedw ithouta m urm ur.B utw hen ,on the day after
their arriv al, the am m un ition w as bein g con v eyed to its destin ation , the S epoys

suspectedtreachery,resen tedthe rem ov al of the m ag azin e,stoppedthe laden carts,an d
brok e in to open m utin y. A n A fg han S epoy fired his piece from behin d the
Com m an dan t,an dFraserfell,shotthroug h the back .O thers firedatA djutan tM an sell,
butm issed him ;an d the N ativ e n on -com m ission ed officer w ho w as in atten dan ce on
Fraserw ask illedin the affray.H av in g don e this,the m utin eersbrok e an dfled,buttheir
v ictory w as butshort-liv ed.A troop of the Carabin eers an dsom e H orse A rtillery g un s

122
Im m ediately onreceivingintelligence ofthe state ofaffairsatM eerut,Baird S m ithhad w ritten to M ajorR eid,

w arninghim thathisservicesw ouldm ostprobably berequired atthatplace,and offeringto provide boatsforthe
regim ent.A day ortw oafterw ardsthesum m onscam efrom Head-Q uarters.

123
M ajorR eid hasrecorded thatw hilsthe w asem barkinghisGoorkalis— "alm ond-eyed T artars,"asBaird S m ith

described them — severalm en ofthe S apperscam e from M eerut and entered into com m unication w ith them ."I
tookno notice atfirst,"he adds,"butassoon asthey m oved on,Icalled up acouple ofm y m en and asked them
w hat the S appershad said to them .O ne little fellow replied,T hey w anted to know ifw e w ere going overto
M eerut to eat the ottah (flour)sent up especially forthe Goorkahsby the Governor.General;that the ottah at
M eerut w asnothing butground bullocks'bones.'And w hat w asyourreply?'Iasked.Isaid,w asthe answ er,the
regim entw asgoingw hereveritw asordered— w eobey thebugle-call.
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w ere letloose upon them .The g reater n um ber escaped;butsom e fifty of the fug itiv es
w ere ov ertak en outside can ton m en ts am on g the san d-hills,an dw ere k illed.A n dsothe
S appers an d M in ers,as a reg im en ts ceased to exist.Tw o com pan ies,how ev er,w hich
w ere atw ork in an other partof M eerut, w ere disarm ed an d setto w ork on the

fortification of the D um -dum m a.

A fter this,there w as,for a tim e,a lull atM eerut.The destruction of the S appers w as,
perhaps,reg arded as a cause of con g ratulation an d a source of con fiden ce,an d as the
adv an cin g m on th broug htw ith itn on ew alarm s,an ditseem edthatthe m utin eersw ere
resolv ed to con cen trate their stren g th atD elhi,an d n otto em erg e then ce— as people
w hose fig htin g pow ers w ere g reaterbehin dw alls— thin g s beg an g radually toassum e a
cheerful com plexion ,an d the in m ates of the A rtillery S chool ceasedtotrem ble as they

talk ed of w hatw as tocom e.B utthere w as v exation in hig h places.The teleg raph lin e
betw een M eerut an d A g ra w as som etim es, if n ot alw ays open ; an d L ieuten an t-
Gov ern or Colv in ,w hon ev er could lose sig htof the factthatthere w ere a battalion of
En g lish Rifles,a reg im en tof En g lish D rag oon s,an dtw obatteries of En g lish A rtillery at
M eerut,w as con stan tly urg in g them ,forGod's sak e,todosom ethin g .Thin k in g ,aftera
w hile,thatitw asquite uselesstoexhortGen eral H ew itttoputforth an y activ ity in such
a case,Colv in addressed him self to B rig adier W ilson ,thus v irtually settin g aside the

Gen eral of D iv ision .N ettledby this,H ew ittteleg raphedtoA g ra respectfully torequest
thatthe L ieuten an t-Gov ern or w ould tran sm itthroug h him orders to his subordin ates
w hen such a step couldcause n odelay.B utthe L ieuten an t-Gov ern orstill con tin uedto
teleg raph tothe B rig adier,beseechin g him tog ooutin force soastok eepopen the m ain
road an d toprev en tdan g erous com bin ation s of rev olted troops throug houtthe D oab.
"W hatplan ,"he hadask ed,"doesB rig adierW ilson propose form ak in g the M eerutforce
activ ely useful in check in g an adv an ce dow n the D oab? If the m utin eers leav e D elhiin
force,itis plain thatn ow in g of a corps,orev en a sin g le corps,couldstay theirm arch.

Therefore a m ov e in stren g th toB olun dshuhurseem s tobe the rig hton e."A n dn ow the
A g ra authorities con tin ued tourg e these m ov em en ts,butw ere m etby protests thatit
w ould be in expedien t to div ide the force. "The on ly plan ," said W ilson , "is to
con cen trate ourEuropean force,an dtoattack D elhi.H e hadcon sulted,"he said,"w ith
all the European officers in the force,an d they w ere un an im ously of opin ion thatan y
m ov em en tof the force from M eerutw ouldbe hig hly im pruden tw ithoutthe orders of
the Com m an der-in -Chief, as itm ig htcoun teractan y m ov em en tthathe m ig htbe

form in g .""Tom ov e in full stren g th,"he added,"w ouldin v olv e the aban don m en tof all
the sick ,w om en an dchildren ."Then cam e the in ev itable story that"the Com m issariat
reportthatthey can n otsupply carriag e fora force of half the stren g th;"an dyetitw as,
n um erically,buta sm all force thatw ouldhav e tak en the field.124 S oColv in yieldedthe
poin t,an dn olon g erlook edtoM eerutforassistan ce.

124
In thistelegraphicm essage it isstated that the force consisted of— R ifles,700;Carabineers,m ounted,880;

dism ounted,100 ; Artillery recruits,undrilled,364.Assom e portion ofthe efficient,and allthe inefficient m en
w ouldhavebeenl& inM eerut,thenum berforfield-servicew ouldnothaveexceeded1000.



A History of the Sepoy War in India. 1857-1858 - Volume II , Copyright © www.sanipanhwar.com 99

Ithasbeen show n that,as on e resultof the in activ ity of thisbeautiful force of all arm s,a
belief g ain ed g roun d in the adjacen tcoun try thatthe En g lish atM eeruthad all been
k illed toa m an .A lthoug h the surroun din g v illag es w ere sw arm in g w ith robber-clan s,
w hohadm urderedourpeople an dsack edourhouses,itw as n otun til the 24th of M ay,

tw ow eek s after the g reattrag edy,thata sm all party of our D rag oon s w as sen toutto
chastise the in m ates of on e of these n ests of plun derers.O n thatday,forthe firsttim e,
the En g lish m ag istrate,M r.John ston ,obtain edthe assistan ce of troops toen able him to
suppressthe ov erflow in g crim e of the district.The v illag e of Ik teeapore w asthen burn t,
an d the people learn t that En g lish soldiers w ere still aliv e in M eerut. B ut the
dem on stration w as an ill-fated on e.ForJohn ston e,w hohad g on e outw ith the troops,
ridin g hom ew ards in hothaste,w hen the w ork w as don e,eag er to be ag ain activ ely
em ployed,w as fearfully in jured by the fallin g of his horse,an d three days afterw ards

expired.

B utthe M eerutB rig ade hadn ow don e w ith in action .The "ordersof the Com m an der-in -
Chief,” forw hich ithadbeen w aitin g ,hadarriv ed.Ithadbeen supposedforsom e tim e
thatthe road betw een Kurn aul an d M eerutw as closed; butin the cam p of the
Com m an der-in -Chief there w asan officer,equal toan y difficultw ork ,w hov olun teered
tocarry dispatches tothe latter place,an dtobrin g back the m uch n eededin form ation

of the state of W ilson 's B rig ade.This w as L ieuten an tW illiam H odson ,a m an of rare
en erg y of character,w how as then serv in g w ith the First(Com pan y 's)Fusiliers.H e had
been ,years before,on e of thatlittle ban dof pion eers w ho,un derH en ry L aw ren ce,had
cleared the w ay for the civ ilization of the P un jab,an d he had afterw ards risen to the
com m an d of thatfam ous Guide Corps,the in stitution of w hich had been on e of the
m ostcherishedan dthe m ostsuccessful projectsof hisaccom plishedchief.B ut,am idsta
career of the brig htestprom ise,a heav y cloud had g athered ov er him ,an d he had
rejoin edhis oldreg im en tas a subaltern ,chafin g un der a sen se of w ron g ,an d eag er to

clearhim self from w hathe declaredtobe un -m eritedim putation supon hischaracter.125

This g loom w as upon him w hen Gen eral A n son ,discern in g his m an y fin e qualities,
offered him a place in the D epartm en tof the Q uarterm aster-Gen eral,an d especially

125
Itw ould notconsortw iththenatureofthisw orktoenterintoanelaborateinquiry intothejusticeorinjustice

ofthe treatm enttow hichL ieutenantHodson w assubjected by L ord Dalhonsie'sGovernm ent.Itisright,how ever,
to state that som e m isapprehension appearsto prevailasto the alleged offence on account of w hich the
Com m andantofthe Guides,w ho w asalso aDeputy-Com m issionerin the P eshaw urdistrict,w asrem anded to his
regim ent. He w asnot rem oved from the com m and of the Guidesin consequence of any irregularity in his
accounts,buthe w asrem oved altogetherfrom the P unjab on accountofhistreatm entofan influentialEusofzye
chief.It w asthe Court ofDirectorsthat decreed him to be unfit to hold any office oftrust.And Im ust protest
strongly against the chargesbrought by L ieutenant Hodson'sfraternalbiographeragainst certain high P anjabee
officials,including S irHerbertEdw ardes,w ho hasgone to hisrestw hilstthisvolum e hasbeen grow ing underm y
pen.Itisim possibletobelievethatsuchm enw ereinfluenced by feelingsofenvy,hatred,and alluncharitableness.
Indeed,M r. Hodson in no sm allm easure furnisheshisow n refutation ofsuch charges,w hen he saysin one
sentence that hisbrotherw asdisliked because he w asaprotégé ofS irHenry L aw rence,and in anotherthat S ir
HerbertEdw ardesw ashischiefopponent.Edw ardesw asthe lastm an in Indiato be prejudiced againstafavorite
ofHenry L aw rence.— See a further note in the Appendix.
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charg edhim w ith the in tellig en ce bran ch of itsduties,in prosecution of w hich he w asto
raise a body of a hun dredhorse an dfifty foot.126 This w as atTim ballah,tow hich place
he hadm archeddow n w ith his reg im en tfrom D ug shai.H e w as soon activ ely atw ork .
H e hasten ed dow n to Kurn aul,an d there pick in g up som e horsem en of the Jheen d

Rajah's Con tin g en t, rode in to M eerut, a distan ce of sev en ty-six m iles,deliv ered his
dispatches,took a bath,a break -fast,an da little sleep,an dthen rode back w ith papers
for the Com m an der-in -Chief.M ean w hile,the bulk of the M eerutB rig ade w as in the
bustle of preparation for an adv an ce,un der W ilson , to join the colum n w hich w as
m ov in g dow n from the hills tothe attack of D elhi.M an y then ,w hohad chafed un der
the restrain ts of the pastfortn ig ht,took fresh heart,an dpan tedw ith the excitem en tof
com in g action .In hig h spirits,the troops m arched outof can ton m en ts on the n ig htof
the 27th of M ay.The colum n con sistedof tw osquadron s of the Carabin eers;a w in g of

the S ixtieth Rifles; S cott's lig htfield-battery; Tom bs's troop of H orse A rtillery; tw o
eig hteen -poun der g un s, all m an n ed by European s; w ith som e N ativ e S appers an d
Irreg ular H orse. B rig adier A rchdale W ilson com m an ded the force, an d M r. H erv ey
Greathed accom pan ied itas civ il officer. A n d w ith them rode, atthe head of an
im prov isedbody of H orse,Jan Fishan Khan ,the A fg han chief,w ho,un lik e m ostof his
coun trym en , thoug htthathe w as boun d to do som ethin g in return for the B ritish
pen sion ,w hich supportedhim an dhishouse.127

The m arches of the tw ofirstdays w ere un ev en tful.N oen em y appeared,an d believ ed
thatthe rebel force w ouldn otattem pttog iv e us battle exceptbefore the w alls of D elhi.
B utw hen ,on the 30th of M ay,W ilson 'sforce reachedGhazee-ood-deen N ug g ur,128 n ear
the riv er H in dun ,there w ere m idstof the com bustibles justas a party of the Rifles,
un derCaptain A n drew s,w ere g allan tly seizin g the g un tow hich the cartbelon g ed.The
explosion costthe m an his life;butA n drew san dsom e of hisfollow ersw ere k illedby it,
an d others w ere carried w oun ded from the scen e.129 Ittaug htus thatam on g the

126
T hisorderw assubsequently extended totheraisingof"anentirenew regim entofIrregularHorse."

127
T he feeling generally,at thistim e,and in som e instancesthe conduct,ofthe Afghan pensioners,ofw hom

there w asquite acolony in L oodhianah,denoted the ingratitude of the race. See Mr. Rieketts's interesting
Loodhianah Report, Papers relating to the Mutiny in the Punjab, 1857."

128
T he petition isthusdescribed by Baird S m ith in the unpublished fragm ent ofhistory,to w hich Ihave above

referred: "T histow n,ofrespectable size,and w ith som e ancient tracesofw alls,standson the left bank ofthe
Hindun,aboutam ilefrom thatriver.A longcausew ay carriestheGrandT runkR oad acrossthebroadvalley,w ithin
w hich the stream ,shrunkduring the scorching heatsofM ay to am ere rivulet,w andersin achannelofextrem e
tortuosity,fordable both by infantry and artillery,though,from the prevalence ofquicksands,the processisnot
altogetherfree from riskofm ishap.A suspension bridge spansthe stream ,and on the rightbankthe causew ay is
covered by atoll-house,capable,if need w ere,of som e defence. Villages,furnishing considerable m eansof
resistancein theirm ud-w alled housesand narrow lanes,are scattered atintervalsalongtheroad,and theground
inridgesofsensiblem agnitudeonbothbanks,butespecially ontheright."

129
"T heofficersthatnightdrankinsolem nsilencetothem em ory ofthebravedeparted,and from them annerin

w hich the toast w asproposed by Dr. Innes,the surgeon ofthe regim ent,and received by every officer and
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m utin eers w ere som e brav e an ddesperate m en ,w how ere ready tocourtin stan tdeath
for the sak e of the n ation al cause.M an y acts of heroism of this k in d brig hten up the
history of the w ar,an dm an y m ore w ere,doubtless,perform ed,of w hich H istory hasn o
record.

The m utin eers fledin hothaste toD elhi,w here they w ere rev iledfor theirdisg raceful
failure,an d sen tback rein forced,totry w hether Fortun e w ould help them on an other
day.S tim ulatedby prom ises of larg e rew ards toachiev e a g reatsuccess in hon orof the
restoredm on archy,they ag ain m archedtothe H in dun .Thatday w asourW hit-S un day.
There w as n oChurch parade.B utthe m orn in g w as usheredin by the m ostsolem n an d
beautiful of all ourChurch serv ices— thatof the B urial of the D ead.There w as g en uin e
sorrow for those w ho had fallen as they w ere laid in un con secrated g roun d,"a babool

tree an d a m ileston e m ark in g the spot."130 L ittle space w as then leftfor m ourn ful
reflection s.Itw assoon k n ow n thatthe S epoy sw ere return in g tothe attack .A boutn oon
our bug les soun ded the alarm .The en em y had tak en up a position on the ridg e tothe
rig htof the H in dun ,abouta m ile from our adv an ced posts on the bridg e.P ushin g
forw ardhis g un s,he open eda heav y fire upon W ilson 's force.This w as a sig n al forour
adv an ce.The A rtillery w ere sen tforw ardtoreply tothe en em y 's fire— the Rifles,w ith
tw oof S cott's g un s,occupyin g the headof the bridg e.The battle,w hich then rag edfor

som e tw ohours,w as alm ostw holly an A rtillery fig ht.131 B utCav alry an dIn fan try w ere
exposedboth tothe fire of the en em y,an dtothe m ore irresistible assaults of the sun .It
w as the lastday of M ay,on e of the hottestdays of the year.The fiery blasts of the
sum m erw ere ag g rav atedby the heatthrow n from the shoulderin g em bers of the burn t
v illag es.The thirstof our people w as in tolerable.S om e w ere sm itten dow n by sun -
strok e; others fell exhausted by the w ay; an d there is a suspicion thatsom e w ere
destroyed by w ater poison ed by the en em y.132 B ut, in spite of all these depressin g
circum stan ces,W ilson 's troops drov e the en em y from their position .W hen the fire of

the m utin eers hadsom ew hatslack en ed,the B rig adierordereda g en eral adv an ce of his
force,an dthe S epoys recoiledbefore it.B utalthoug h they feltthatthey couldn othold
their g roun d an d con tin ue the battle,they did n otfly,shattered an d brok en ,as on the
precedin g day.H av in g discharg edin toouradv an cin g colum n sa trem en dousshow erof

m em berofthem ess,Iam sure,from hisgallantry andotherestim ablequalities,thatthem em ory ofpoorAndrew s
w illbelongandfondly cherishedby them ."— The Chaplain's (Mr. Rotten's) Narrative.

130
Chaplain'sN arrative.

131
"T heconductofT om bs'stroopyesterday w astheadm irationofevery one;foralongtim ethey w ereengaged

ontw osidesw iththeenem y'sartillery.L ightthengothistw oeighteen-poundersdow ntotheriver-bankanddrew
offthe fire upon him self,and paid it backw ith interest."— Hervey Greathed's Letters.L ieutenant P erkins,ofthe
HorseArtillery,w askilledby ashotfrom oneoftheenem y'sguns.

132
T hisisstated by M r.R aton,w ho says: "S om e w ere sun-stricken,som e slain,and afew ,w hose cruelthirst

induced them to slake it w ith w aterprovided by the enem y in vesselscontaining strong corrosive poison,w ere
thusdeprived oflife."
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g rape-shot,they lim beredup theirg un s before the sm ok e haddispersed,an dfell back
in orderly array.Exhaustedby the cruel heatan dsufferin g ag on iesof thirst,the En g lish
soldier could n otim prov e his v ictory by g iv in g chase to the retirin g en em y. The
m utin eerscarriedoff all theirg un san dstores,an dm ade g oodtheirretreattoD elhi.B ut

they hadbeen thus tw ice beaten in fairfig htby in feriorn um bers,an dhadn othin g but
theirdisg race tocarry back w ith them an dtolay atthe feetof theirKin g .

In the En g lish cam p there w as g reatrejoicin g ;an d,as the n ew s spread,all m en w ere
g ladden ed by the thoug ht that the tide n ow seem ed to hav e turn ed, an d that
retribution ,w hich,thoug h delayed,w ascertain ,w asn ow ov ertak in g the en em iesof our
race an d the m urderers of our people.The old stern courag e had been ag ain asserted,
an dw ith the oldresults.S uccesshadreturn edtoourran k s;an dthere w asspecial cause

forcon g ratulation in the factthatW ilson ,w ith a portion on ly of the oldM eerutB rig ade,
had been the firsttoin flictpun ishm en ton the rebels,an d am on g them upon som e of
the v ery m en w hohad prev ailed ag ain stus sog riev ously a little tim e before.B utthe
situation of the little force on the H in dun w as n otw ithoutits perils.Itw as doubtful
w hetherourtroops,exhaustedas they w ere by the w ork thatthey haddon e un derthat
fiery sk y, could successfully sustain an other attack , if, as w as probable, the en em y
should com e outag ain from D elhi,an d in in creased n um bers.B utthe m on th of Jun e

cam e in ,brin g in g w ith itn ofresh assaults,buta w elcom e rein forcem en t.The Goork ah
reg im en t,n early fiv e hun dredstron g ,hav in g m ov edup from B olun dshuhur,m arched
in tocam p,un derits g allan tCom m an dan t,M ajorCharles Reid.A tfirstthey w ere tak en
for a body of the en em y m archin g upon our rear.B utn osoon er w ere they iden tified
than the B ritish troopsturn edoutan dw elcom edthem w ith lusty cheers.133

M ean w hile the D elhiFieldForce,un derB arn ard,hadm archeddow n toA lipore,w hich
liesata distan ce of tw elv e m ilesfrom D elhi.Itarriv edthere on the 5th of Jun e,an dw as

halted un til the M eeruttroops could com e up from the H in dun .There hadbeen som e
w an tof un derstan din g betw een the com m an ders of the tw oforces as tothe n ature of
the operation s an dthe poin tof jun ction .Ithadbeen thoug ht,aton e tim e,thatitw ould
be strateg ically expedien ttom ov e upon D elhifrom both ban k s of the Jum n a ;an dafter
the battles of the H in dun ,W ilson 's force had halted for orders from the chief.Those
orders w ere receiv ed on the 4th of Jun e.Thatev en in g W ilson com m en ced his m arch,
an dsoon afterm idn ig hton the m orn in g of the 6th he crossedthe Juan a atB ag hput.The

delay w as a source of bittern ess tothe Um ballah troops,w how ere furiously eag er to
fall upon the en em y.Fresh tidin g s of m utin y an d m urder had reached them ,an d the
blood of officers an d m en alik e w as atfev er heat.The im patien ce,how ev er,w as but
short-liv ed.W ilson w as n ow close athan d.A n dalready the w aitin g w as bearin g g ood
fruit.O n the 6th the sieg e-train arriv ed.

133
"T hew holeforceturnedoutandcheeredtheregim entintocam p;butm y poorlittlefellow sw eresodeadbeat

they could not return the hearty cheersw ith w hich they w ere w elcom ed.'Get som ething to eat sharp,'said the
Brigadier,'asw em ay havetoturnout'Exhausted asm y m enw ere,Icertainly w asnotanxiousforafight,and w as
thankfulthem utineersleftusalonethatday."— Unpublished Memoir Major C. Reid.
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O rders for the equipm en tof the train had been receiv ed on the 17th of M ay.O n the
m orn in g of the 24th,the g ates of the Fortw ere open ed.The g un s an dw ag on s an dthe
laborin g bullock s w ere all ready.The S epoys of the Third Reg im en tatP hillour had

v olun teered to escortthe train ;134 an d, w ith som e troopers of the N in th Irreg ular
Cav alry,they n ow m archedupon the S utlej.The bridg e w as still passable,an dthe train
crossedov er.Tw ohoursafterw ardsthe boats,w hich span n edthe riv er,hadbeen sw ept
aw ay by the floodin g w aters.B ut,althoug h the S epoys of the ThirdReg im en t,w hohad
then the g am e in their han ds,had suffered the train tocross the bridg e,itw as k n ow n
thatthey w ere m utin ous tothe core.135 S ow hen the w hole lin e of ordn an ce w as secure
on the other ban k of the riv er,itw as quietly explain edtothe S epoys of the Thirdthat
their serv ices w ere n o lon g er n eeded. A Con tin g en tof H orse an d Foothad been

furn ished by the Rajah of N abha, an d itw as n ow ready to reliev e the m en of the
suspected reg im en ts.Un der this g uard of auxiliaries,w ith w hich the detachm en tof
Irreg ular Cav alry m ov ed forw ard,the train labored on toUm ballah,w hich itreached
on the 27th of M ay.B uta n ew difficulty aw aited itthere;for,althoug h the g un s had
arriv ed, they w ere useless for w an tof g un n ers. A w eak com pan y w as, therefore,
dispatchedfrom Ferozepore by bullock -train ,tobe afterw ards stren g then edby recruits
from M eerut.M ean w hile,the position of the train w as n otw ithoutits surroun din g

dan g ers.The N usseree B attalion ,w hich hadbeen g uilty of such sham eful defection in
the hourof ourn eed,hadcom e in toUm ballah,an dthe S epoysof the Fifth w ere striv in g
to in duce the Goork ahs to com bin e w ith them to seize the g un s an d to m arch to
D elhi.136 The plot, how ev er, w as frustrated, an d the sieg e-train passed on safely to
H ead-Q uarters.137

O n the 7th of Jun e,am idsthearty w elcom in g an d w arm con g ratulation s,the M eerut
con tin g en t m archedg aily in toA lipore.A ton e o'clock on the follow in g m orn in g they

com m en cedthe m arch on D elhi,thirstin g forthe battle.Theirscouts hadtoldthem that
the en em y w ere stron g ly posted in fron tof the approaches to the city, resolute to
con testthe prog ress of the B ritish Force.N ev ersin ce the firstEn g lish soldierloadedhis
piece or un sheathed his sw ord to sm ite the dark -faced, w hite-turban ed M oor or

134
T hetrainconsisted ofeighteighteen-pounders,foureight-inchhow itzers,tw elvefive-and-a-half-inchm ortars,

and four eight-inch m ortars(N orm ax). T he officerin charge ofthe train w asL ieutenant Griffith. M ajorKaye
com m anded thew holedetachm ent.

135
T hisisaninstanceofw hathasbeencalled the"inexplicableinconsistency"oftheS epoysw hosooftenallow ed

their hest opportunitiesto escape; but M r. R ickettssufficiently affordsaclue to it w hen,in hisinteresting
L oodhianah R eport,he saysthat they w ere pledged in concertw ith othersto acertain course ofprocedure,and
thatno tem ptation ofim m ediate advantage could induce them to diverge from the program m e.T he laterhistory
ofthiscorpsw illbefoundinBookVI.

136
T heFifthw asafterw ardsdisarm edinthepresenceoftw ocom paniesoftheFusiliers.

137
O n arequisition from M ajorKaye adetachm entofFusiliersw assentto join the escort.T he artillerym en from

FerozeporejoinedatKurnaul.
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Gen too— n otev en w hen Cliv e's arm y, a cen tury before, lan ded in B en g al to in flict
retribution on the perpetrators of the g reatcrim e of the B lack H ole — had our people
m ov ed forw ard un derthe im pulse of such an eag er,burn in g desire tobe am on g stthe
m urderers of their race,as on thatearly Jun e m orn in g ,w hen B arn ard's fig htin g m en

k n ew thatthe m utin eers of M eerutan d D elhi w ere w ithin their reach.Ithad been
ascertain ed thatthe en em y w ere stron g ly posted, In fan try an d Cav alry,w ith thirty
g un s,aboutsix m iles from D elhi,ata place calledB udlee-k a-S erai,w here g roups of old
houses an d w alled g arden s,on ce the coun try residen ces of som e of the n obles of the
Im perial Court, supplied position s capable of pow erful resistan ce.138 O n this place
m archedB arn ard,on the early m orn in g of the 8th of Jun e,alon g the Gran dTrun k Road,
w ith the riv eron on e side an dthe W estern Jum n a Can al on the other,w hilstB rig adier
H ope Gran t,w ith Cav alry an d H orse A rtillery,crossed the can al an d m ov ed dow n

alon g itsrig htban k w ith the objectof tak in g the en em y in flan k .

D ay w as justdaw n in g w hen B arn ard's colum n s cam e w ithin fire of the S epoy's g un s.
The disposition s w hich he had m ade for the attack w ere excellen t,an d they w ere n ot
frustrated by an y discov ery of a m istak en estim ate of the en em y 's m ov em en ts. H e
foun d the rebels w here he expected to fin d them . W hilstS how ers, w ith the First
B rig ade,w as to attack upon the rig ht,Grav es,w ith the S econ d,w as to lead his m en

ag ain stthe en em y's position on the left;an dGran t,on the firstsoun dof the g un s,w as
to re-cross the can al by the bridg e in the rear of the rebel cam p,an d to tak e them in
flan k .The stren g th of the en em y w as k n ow n tobe in theirA rtillery.Fourheav y g un s,
M on ey's H orse A rtillery troop,an d partof S cott's B attery,w ere sen tin adv an ce to
silen ce theirfire,butthe g un sof the m utin eersw ere of heav ierm etal than ourow n ,an d
itw asn oteasy tom ak e an im pression on theirbatteries.Forsom e tim e the A rtillery had
the fig htin g tothem selv es.139 O fficers an d m en w ere droppin g attheir g un s,an d fora
little space itseem ed doubtful w hether they could hold their ow n . B utthe B ritish

In fan try n ow deployed in to lin e;an d the in spirin g m an date to charg e the g un s w en t
forth tothe S ev en ty-fifth.Then H erbertledouthis n oble reg im en tw ith a rin g in g cheer,
rig htup to the en em y's batteries, an d the S econ d European s follow ed in support.
N othin g couldresistthe im petuous rush of these En g lish soldiers;butthe rebels stood
w ell totheirg un s,an dshow edthatthere w assom e resolute spiritsben eath those dusk y
sk in s,an dthatthe lesson s they hadlearn tin ourcam ps an dcan ton m en ts hadn otbeen
throw n aw ay.M an y foug htw ith the courag e of desperation ,an dstoodtobe bayon eted

attheirg un s.Itw asn ota tim e form ercy;if itw assoug ht,itw asstern ly refused.

M ean w hile the S econ dB rig ade,un derGrav es,charg edthe en em y's position on the left,
an d,aboutthe sam e tim e,H ope Gran t,w hose m arch hadbeen delayedby the state of
the roads alon g w hich he hadadv an ced,appearedin the en em y's rearw ith his Cav alry

138
BairdS m ith.

139
"M ajorKaye,and Fagan,w ith fourheavy guns,bore the brunt forsom e tim e,untilthe brigade ofinfantry

cam eupandgotintoline."— Hervey Greadhed's Letters. — M ajor Kayew asincom m and.



A History of the Sepoy War in India. 1857-1858 - Volume II , Copyright © www.sanipanhwar.com 105

an dH orse A rtillery.Thus the prog ram m e of the precedin g day w as actedoutin all its
parts,an d the en em y,attack ed on ev ery side,had n othin g lefttothem butretreat.A t
first,they seem to hav e fallen back in orderly array;butthe L an cers,un der Yule,fell
upon them so fiercely, an d the H orse A rtillery g un s, thoug h im peded by the

w atercourses,open ed so destructiv e a fire upon them ,thatthey w ere soon in pan ic
flig ht,shattered an d hopeless.A ll the g un s,an d stores,an d bag g ag e w hich they had
broug htoutfrom the g reatcity w ere aban don ed;an d so our firstfig htbefore D elhi
en dedin an assurin g v ictory.

B utthe day's w ork w as n otdon e.B arn ardsaw clearly thatitw as a g reatthin g tom ak e
an im pression on the en em y,n oteasily tobe effaced,on the firstday of the appearan ce
of the A rm y of Retribution before the w alls of D elhi.The sun hadrisen ,an dthe fury of

the Jun e heats w as atits heig ht.O ur m en had m arched throug h the n ig ht,they had
foug hta battle,they w ere w orn an dw eary,an dn ow the fierce sun w asupon them ,an d
there hadbeen butlittle tim e tosn atch an y sustain in g food,ortoabate the thirstof the
In dian sum m er;butthe stron g spirit.w ithin them ov erbore the w eak n ess of the flesh,
an dthere w asn odem an dtobe m ade upon them by theirleadertow hich they w ere n ot
prepared torespon d.B arn ard's soldierly experien ces had taug hthim thatev en a force
so brok en as the adv an ce of the en em y atB udlee-k a-S erai,m ig htrally,an d thatthey

m ig hthav e a stron g reserv e.H e determ in ed,therefore,to push on w ard,an d n otto
slack en un til he hadsw eptthe en em y back in toD elhi,an dhadsecuredsuch a position
forhis force as w ouldbe an adv an tag eous base forfuture operation s.From B udlee-k a-
S erai the road div erg es in totw obran ches,the on e a con tin uation of the Gran d Trun k
leadin g to the suburb of S ubzee-m un dee, an d the other leadin g to the old B ritish
Can ton m en ts.S tretchin g in fron tof these tw o position s,an d form in g ,as itw ere,the
base of a trian g le, of w hich the tw o roads w ere the sides, w as a lon g rock y ridg e
ov erlook in g the city. A tthe poin tof div erg en ce, B arn ard separated his force, an d

sen din g W ilson w ith on e div ision alon g the form erroad,ledthe otherhim self dow n to
the Ridg e.There he foun d the en em y posted in som e stren g th w ith heav y g un s ;but
an otherdexterous flan k m ov em en tturn edtheirposition ,an d,before they couldchan g e
theirlin e,the S ixtieth Rifles,the S econ dEuropean s,an dM on ey's Troopw ere sw eepin g
alon g the Ridg e; an d soon W ilson , w ho had foug hthis w ay throug h the S ubzee-
m un dee,an ddriv en the en em y from theirshelterthere,appearedatthe otheren d,an d
the rebels saw thatall w as lost.There w as n othin g leftforthem n ow battoseek safety

behin dthe w alls of the city.From those w alls theircom rades,look in g outtow ards the
scen e of action ,could see the sm ok e an d flam e w hich pron oun ced thatthe S epoys'
L in es,in our old can ton m en ts,w ere on fire.Thatday's fig htin g had depriv ed them of
their shelter outside the w alls,an d g iv en us the fin estpossible base for the con ductof
ourfuture operation sag ain stthe city.140

140
In these first operations,asin allofhers,asw illsubsequently appear,the S irm oorBattalion did excellent

service.M ajorR eid thusdescribestheirconducton the 8th:"Aboutone o'clockrat.w ereached theR idge,w henI
w asdirected by GeneralBarnard to occupy Hindoo M ao'shouse,w hich isw ithin tw elve hundred yardsofthe
M oreeBastion.Had justm adeourselvescom fortable,w henthealarm w assounded.Intenm inutesthem utineers
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S o the v ictory of the 8th of Jun e w as com plete,an d itrem ain ed for us on ly to coun t
w hatw e had g ain ed an d w hatw e hadlostby thatm orn in g 's fig htin g .The loss of the
en em y is com puted atthree hun dred an d fifty m en ;an d they had leftin our han ds

tw en ty-six g un s,w ith som e serv iceable am m un ition ,w hich w e m uch w an ted.141 O ur
ow n loss w as sm all,con siderin g the dashin g characterof the w ork thathadbeen don e.
Four officers an d forty-sev en m en w ere k illed in the en coun ters of thatday,an d a
hun dred an d thirty-four m en w ere w oun ded or m issin g .A m on g those w ho receiv ed
their death-w oun ds atB udlee-k a-S erai w as the chief of S ir H en ry B arn ard's S taff.
Colon el Chester, A djutan t-Gen eral of the A rm y, w as shot dow n , alm ost at the
com m en cem en tof the action . A s he lay there, in ag on y, w ith youn g B arn ard, the
Gen eral's son an d aide-de-camp,v ain ly en deav orin g to help him ,he ask ed the youn g

officer to raise his head,so thathe m ig htsee the w oun d thatw as ren din g him ;an d,
hav in g seen it,he k n ew thathe w as dyin g .Tellin g B arn ardthatn othin g couldbe don e
for him ,he beg g ed his youn g frien d toleav e him tohis fate.Then presen tly the spirit
passedaw ay from his body:an d,atsun set,all thatw as leftof the A djutan t-Gen eral of
the A rm y w as laid in the g rav e.Tothe Com m an der of the D elhi Force this m usthav e
been a heav y loss, for Chester possessed all the k n ow ledg e an d experien ce w hich
B arn ard lack ed;an d the A djutan t-Gen eral w as a brav e soldier an d a m an of soun d

judg m en t,an dhisadv ice,in an y difficultcon jun cture,w ouldhav e been w isely receiv ed
w ith respect.142 B utChester had risen in the D epartm en t,an d the tim e w as com in g
w hen departm en tal experien ce an dtradition ary k n ow ledg e w ere tobe strippedof their
splen did v estm en ts.A n d H istory,w ithoutan y in jurious reflection upon his character,

w ere seencoiningup tow ardsHindooR ao'shouse in force.Iw entoutw ith m y ow nregim entand tw o com panies
ofR ifles,and drove them backinto the city.T his,how ever,w asnot accom plished tillfive P .M .,so thatw e w ere
underarm sfor sixteen hours. Heat fearful. M y little fellow sbehaved splendidly,and w ere cheered by every
European regim ent.It w asthe only N ative regim ent w ith the force,and Im ay say every eye w asupon it.T he
Generalw asanxiousto seew hattheGoorkahscould do,and ifw ew ere tobe trusted.T hey had (becauseitw asa
N ative regim ent) doubtsabout us,but Ithink they are now satisfied." It istrue,asstated,that the S irm oor
Battalion w asthe only N ative regim ent engaged on ourside; but there w ere otherN ative detachm ents. T he
S appersfrom M eerutfoughtw ell,and w erecom m endedinS irH.Barnard'sdispatch,asw asalsotheContingentof
the Jheend R ajah.And Jan FishanKhan,w ith hishorsem en,did gallantservice.Flushed w ith theexcitem entofthe
battle,theAfghanchiefissaid tohavedeclaredthatanothersuchday w ouldm akehim aChristian.

141
T hestatem entinthetextisgivenontheauthority ofS irH.Barnard'sofficialdispatch.Butthenum berofguns

capturedonthe8thofJuneissetdow natthirteeninM ajorN orm an'sN arrative,M ajorBeid'sExtractsfrom L etters
and N otes,and in the "History of the Siege of Delhi, by an Officer who served there."&c.N orm an hasspecified in
detailthenatureofthecapturedordnance,and heisnotableforhisaccuracy.

142
"Am ong the slain w asunhappily ColonelCharlesChester,Adjutant-Generalof the Arm y,abrave and

experienced soldier,w hose lossthusearly in the cam paign w asagrave and lam entable m isfortune;forhissound
judgm ent and ripe know ledge w ould have been preciousin councilasin action."— Baird S m ithsunpublished
M em oir.T w o otherofficersofthe S taffw ere killed,Captain C.W .R usselland Captain J.W .Delam ain.T he fourth
officerw holosthislife w asL ieutenantHarrison ofthe S eventy-fifth;ColonelHerbertofthatregim entw asam ong
thew ounded.
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m ay declare thatthe in ciden tw as n otall ev il thatin due course broug htN ev ille
Cham berlain an dJohn N icholson dow n toD elhi.

B utitis n otby lists of k illed an d w oun ded,or return s of captured ordn an ce,thatthe

v alue of the firstv ictory before D elhi is tobe estim ated.Ithad g iv en us an adm irable
base of operation s— a com m an din g m ilitary position — open in the rear to the lin es
alon g w hich then ceforth ourrein forcem en ts an dsupplies,an dall thatw e look edforto
aidusin the com in g strug g le,w ere tobe broug ht.A n dg reat.asw asthisg ain tous,in a
m ilitary sen se, the m oral effectw as scarcely less;for behin d this ridg e lay our old
can ton m en ts,from w hich a m on th before the En g lish had fled for their liv es.O n the
parade-g roun d the H ead-Q uarters of B arn ard's Force w ere n ow en cam ped,an d the
fam iliar flag of the Ferin g hees w as ag ain to be seen from the houses of the Im perial

City.
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BOOK V.—PROGRESS OF REBELLION IN UPPER INDIA.

[MAY—JULY, 1857.]

CHAPTER I.

THE NORTH-WEST PROVINCES - STATE OF AFFAIRS AT BENARES
- STATE OF THE CITY - THE OUTBREAK AT AZIMGURH- ARRIVAL

OF GENERAL NEILL - DISARMING OF THE THIRTY-SEVENTH -
THE MUTINY AT JAUNPORE - AFFAIRS AT ALLAHABAD - MUTINY

OF THE SIXTH - APPEARANCE OF GENERAL NEILL - THE FORT
SECURED - RETRIBUTORY MEASURES.

IT hasbeen seen thatw hilstL ordCan n in g w aseag erly exhortin g the chiefsof the A rm y

tom ov e w ith all dispatch upon D elhi,n ev erdoubtin g thata crushin g blow w ouldsoon
descen d upon the g uilty city,he w as harassed by pain ful thoug hts of the un protected
state of the coun try,alon g the w hole g reatlin e of the Gan g es toA llahabadan dthen ce
throug h the D oab toA g ra.There w as on e E n g lish reg im en tatD in apore;there w as on e
E n g lish reg im en tatA g ra;an d besides these the w hole stren g th of our fig htin g m en
con sisted of a han dful of w hite artillerym en an d a few in v alided soldiers of the
Com pan y's European A rm y.A n d,restin g upon the broad w aters of the Gan g es,there

w as the g reatm ilitary can ton m en tof Caw n pore,w ith a larg e European population ,a
n um ber of S epoy reg im en ts,an d few ,if an y,w hite troops.To all these un protected
places on the ban k s of the Gan g es an d the Jum n a, an d the m ore in lan d station s
depen den tupon them ,the m ostan xious thoug hts of the Gov ern or-Gen eral w ere n ow
turn ed,an d his m ostearn estefforts directed.If the N ativ e soldiery,w how ere thick ly
strew n alon g these lin es,n oton ly in all the m ilitary can ton m en ts,butin all the chief
civ il station s,g uardian s alik e of the property of our Gov ern m en tan d the liv es of our
people.hadrisen in thatm on th of M ay,n othin g shortof the m iraculousin terposition of

P rov iden ce couldhav e sav edusfrom sw iftdestruction .

B utin all thatdefen seless tractof coun try ov er w hich the apprehen sion s of the
Gov ern or-Gen eral w ere then ran g in g ,an dtow ards w hich he w as then eag erly sen din g
uprein forcem en ts,rebellion w asfora tim e in a state of suspen sion .W hetheritw asthat
a day hadbeen fixedfor a sim ultan eous risin g of all the S epoy reg im en ts,orw hether,
w ithoutan y such con certed arran g em en ts,they w ere w aitin g tosee w hatthe En g lish

w oulddotoav en g e theirbrethren slaug hteredatM eerutan dD elhi,the N ativ e soldiery
atthe station sbelow those placessufferedday afterday topassw ithoutstrik in g a blow .
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N o tidin g s of fresh disaster from the g reattow n s,or from the m ilitary can ton m en ts
dottin g the Gan g etic prov in ces,follow ed closely upon the n ew s of the capture of the
Im perial City.B utev eryw here the excitem en tw as spreadin g ,alik e in the L in es an dthe
B azaars, an d it w as plain that m an y w eek s w ould n ot elapse w ithout a fresh

dev elopm en tof trouble,m ore dreadful,perhaps,than the firstg row th,of w hich he
already hadbefore him the record.

A little m ore than fourhun dredm iles from Calcutta,in the direction of the n orth-w est,
lies the city of B en ares. S ituated on a steep slopin g ban k of the Gan g es, w hich its
buildin g s ov erhan g , itis the m ostpicturesque of the riv er-cities of H in dostan . Its
coun tless tem ples, n ow beautiful an d n ow g rotesque, w ith the elaborate dev ices of
sculptors of differen tag es an d differen tschools;its spacious m osques w ith their tall

m in aretsg ran dag ain stthe sk y;143 the richly carv edbalcon iesof itshouses;itssw arm in g
m arts an d m ark et-places,w ealthy w ith the produce of m an y coun tries an d the g lories
of its ow n loom s;its n oble g hauts,or flig hts of lan din g -stairs leadin g from the g reat
thoroug hfares to the riv er-brin k ,an d ev er crow ded w ith bathers an d draw ers of the
sacredw ater;the m an y-shapedv essels m ooredag ain stthe riv er-ban k s,an dthe stately
stream flow in g on forev erbetw een them ,ren derthis g reatH in du city,ev en as seen by
the fleshly eye,a spectacle of un surpassedin terest.B utthe in terestdeepen spain fully in

the m in dof the Christian trav eler,w horeg ardsthissw arm in g city,w ith all itsslattern ly
beauty,asthe fav oredhom e of the g reatB rahm in ical superstition .Itisa city g iv en upto
idolatry,w ith,in the estim ation of m illion s of people,an odorof san ctity aboutitw hich
draw s pilg rim s from all parts of In dia tow orship atits shrin es or todie atits g hauts.
M odern learn in g m ig htthrow doubtupon the tradition al an tiquity of the place,but
couldn otquestion the v en eration in w hich itis heldas the sacredcity of the H in doos,
the cherishedresiden ce of the P un ditsan dthe P riests.

B utn eithersacerdotal n orscholasticin fluen ces hadsoften edthe m an n ers ortem pered
the feelin g sof the people of B en ares.144 There hadalw aysbeen som ethin g m ore than the
av erag e am oun tof discon ten tan d disaffection am on g the citizen s; an d n ow in the
sum m erof 1857 this w as in creasedby the hig h price of prov ision s— alw ays believ edto
be on e of the curses of B ritish rule.145 A n dthere w as an othersource of special dan g er.

143
A recent w riterstatesthat it iscom puted that there are fourteen hundred and fifty-fourtem plesand tw o

hundredandseventy-tw om osquesinthecity ofBenares.— See Sherring's "Sacred City of the Hindus."

144
T he population of Benaresisestim ated at about tw o hundred thousand,of w hich an unusually large

proportion are Hindoos.T he authorofthe "Red Pamphlet"com putesthenum beratthreehundred thousand,and
M acaulay rhetorically am plifiesitinto"halfam illion."inM ay,1857,M r.T ucker,theCom m issioner,w ritingtoL ord
Canning,speaksof"thehuge,bigotedcity ofBenares,w ithahundred andeighty thousand ofthew orstpopulation
in the country." T hisisprobably ratherunderthe num ber,but it isto be rem em bered that there isin Benares
alw aysanim m enseInningpopulationofpilgrim sfrom otherprovinces.

145
"T he city,alw aysthe m ostturbulent.in India,w asnow the m ore dangerousfrom the severity w ith w hich the

highpriceofcornpressed uponthepoorerclasses;theP oorheahS epoys,w hohad beenm oreorlessrestlesssince
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S om e of the m ostdisreputable m em bers of the D elhiFam ily hadbeers lon g residen tat
B en ares,w here they had assum ed all the airs of the Im perial Fam ily,an d persisten tly
en deav oredin secrettosow resen tm en tin the city ag ain stthe En g lish.These w retched
M og ul P rin ces,itw as n otdoubted,w ould be w ell disposed,in such a con jun cture,to

fom en trebellion am on g the S epoys;an d itw as scarcely less probable thatthe S tate
prison ers— S ik hs,M ahrattas,M ahom edan s,an dothers,w hohadbeen m ade tofin dan
asy lum in B en ares, w ould fin d am ple m ean s of g ratifyin g their lov e of in trig ue in
dan g erouseffortsag ain stthe pow erthathadbroug htthem tothe dust.146

A ta distan ce of aboutthree m iles,in lan d,from the city of B en ares, is the suburb of
S ecrole.There w as the En g lish m ilitary can ton m en t— there w ere the Courts of L aw an d
the g reat Gaol— the En g lish Church an d the En g lish Cem etery— the Gov ern m en t

Colleg e— the sev eral M ission ary In stitutes— the H ospitals an d A sy lum s— the P ublic
Garden s,an d the priv ate residen ces of the European officers an d their subordin ates.
The m ilitary force con sisted of half a com pan y of European A rtillery an d three N ativ e
reg im en ts. These w ere the Thirty-sev en th Reg im en t of N ativ e In fan try, the S ik h
Reg im en tof L oodhian ah, an d the Thirteen th Reg im en tof Irreg ular Cav alry— in all,
som e tw o thousan d m en , w atched by som e thirty En g lish g un n ers. The force w as
com m an dedby B rig adierGeorg e P on sbn by.147 H e w as an officerof the N ativ e Cav alry,

w ho fifteen years before,in the affair of P urw an durrah— thatcharg e,w hich w as n o
charg e,an d w hich w as aton ce soheroic an d sodastardly— had cov ered him self w ith
g lory.The n am es of Fraseran dP on son by,w hoflun g them selv es alm ostalon e upon the
horsem en of D ostM ahom ed,w ill liv e as lon g asthatg reatw arisrem em bered,an dw ill
be en shrin ed in the calen dar of our En g lish heroes.In spite of those fifteen years,the
in ciden tw asstill fresh in m en 'sm in dsin In dia,an dthere w ascon fiden ce in the thoug ht
thatP on son by com m an dedatB en ares.

There otherg oodsoldiers alsow ere assem bled;an dciv ilian s too,w ith the bestcourag e
of the soldier an d m ore than his w on ted w isdom .M r.H en ry Carre Tuck er— on e of a
fam ily fam ous alik e for courag e an d for capacity— w as Com m ission er of B en ares.M r.
Frederick Gubbin s,w ho,som e tim e before,as M ag istrate,had acquired by a g ran d

thebeginningofM arch,now publicly called ontheirgodstodeliverthem from theFerughees,clubbedtogetherto
send m essengersw estw ard forintelligence,and,finally,sent.aw ay theirGooroo (priest),lest,asthey said,in the
troublesw hichw erecom ing,heshouldsufferany hurt."— R eportofM r.T aylor,O fficiatingJoint-M agistrate.

146
M ajorChartersM acpherson,w ho had been Governor-General'sAgent at Benares,before the appointm ent

w asincorporated w iththeCom m issionership,hasthusdescribedsom eoftheleadingfeaturesofthepopulationof
Benares"T hese attenuated shadow softheregality ofDelhi— these strong,noble,robust,and w orkm an-like S ikh
chiefs,w hom m y hearttakesinstraight;thentheshroffs,m erchant-zem indars,and bankersoffourhundredyears'
standing,and insurance com paniesofBenares— the very essence,pride,and heart ofGangetic com m erce,or
ratherhalf-heart M irzapore holding the otherventricle;then,also,itsP unditdom in fullstrength yet,allthishas
passed beforem em ostcuriously."— Memorials of an Indian Officer.

147
Intheearly partofM ay,P onsonby hadnottakencom m and.ColonelGordonthencom m anded thestation.
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display of en erg y in a local crisis an im m en se ascen dan cy ov erthe m in ds of the people,
w asn ow the Judg e.M r.L in dw asthe M ag istrate of B en ares.Itisim possible toov er-rate
their exertion s.148 A s soon as the fatal n ew s arriv ed from M eerutan d D elhi,they saw
clearly the dan g erw hich besetthem ,an dthe w ork w hich lay before them ,topreserv e

our old suprem acy in such a place.The crisis w as on e w hich dem an ded thatthe civ il
an d m ilitary authorities should tak e coun sel tog ether. W arn ed by the w holesale
butcheries of M eerutan d D elhi,they deem ed ita poin tof essen tial urg en cy thatthere
should be a com m on un derstan din g as to the place of resortfor w om en an d children
an d n on -com batan ts in the ev en tof a sudden surprise or alarm .A coun cil,therefore,
w as held; butitw ould seem thatn o defin ite plan of action w as form ed. O n the
follow in g day tw om ilitary officers called upon M r.L in d,w ith a proposal thatg reatly
startledhim .O n e w as Captain W illiam O lpherts,com m an din g the A rtillery,an officer

of g ood repute, brav e as a lion , butof un certain tem per, w ho had serv ed un der
W illiam s of Kars,in the auxiliary operation s con n ected w ith the Crim ean W ar.The
otherw asCaptain W atson ,of the En g in eers.Theiropin ion sw ere en titledtobe receiv ed
w ith respect;butw hen they sug g ested the propriety of an im m ediate retreatto the
stron g fortress of Chun ar (eig hteen m iles distan tfrom B en ares),M r.L in d resen tedthe
proposal,an dsaidthatn othin g w ouldin duce him toleav e his post.W hen his v isitors
had tak en their departure,the M ag istrate hasten ed to M r.Gubbin s,an d,return in g to

his ow n house w ith the Judg e,w as presen tly join ed by M r.Tuck er an d by Colon el
Gordon ,w hotem porarily com m an dedthe station .O lpherts an dW atson hadin tim ated
thatGordon had approv ed the plan of retreatto Chun ar;butw hen in an sw er to a
question ,w hich he puttoM r.Gubbin s,the civ ilian said,"Iw ill g oon m y k n ees toyou
n ottoleav e B en ares!"Gordon prom ptly an sw ered,"Iam g ladtohearyou say so.Iw as
persuaded ag ain stm y w ill." M r.Tuck er had n ev er doubted thatitw as their duty to
stan dfast.149 S oitw as resolv edthatn osig n of an xiety shouldbe m ade m an ifest,either
to the soldiery or to the people;thatev eryon e should rem ain in his ow n hom e,as in

quiettim es,an dthatthere shouldbe n oopen display of arm in g ,oran y othersym ptom
of distrust.B utin the ev en tof a sudden risin g eitherof the soldiery orof the people,all
the Christian residen tsn oten g ag edin suppressin g itw ere toseek refug e in the M in t.

148
"T he m agistrate and judge (M essrs.L ind and Gubbins)exerted them selvesw ith great skillto m aintain the

peace ofthe city;now patrollingw ith partiesofS ow ers,now persuadingBunyahsto low erthe price ofcorn,now
listeningtothetalesofspies,w horeported clearly thestateoffeelinginthecity,and told them indsoftheS epoys
farm oretruly thantheofficersincom m and."— Mr. Taylor's Report.

149
M r.T aylor,how ever,inhisofficialnarrative,says:"T hey both (L ind and Gubbins)returned toM r.L ind'shouse

to discussthe best m eansofoperation,and w ere soon joined by M r.T ucker,the Com m issioner,and Colonel
Gordon.W hentheform eralluded totheplan(theretreattoChunar)interm sw hichseem ed toim ply heapproved
it,M r.L indcondem neditm oststrongly,"&c.&c.Itispossiblethatfor"form er"w eshouldread"latter."Inaletter
before m e (M ay 19),addressed to L ord Canning,M r.T uckersays:"O ne officerofhigh rankand m uch experience
recom m endedthatw eshouldm akeanightm arch,and shutourselvesupinChunar.ColonelGordon,com m anding
the station.M r.Gubbins,the judge,and M r.L ind,the m agistrate,unanim ously agreed w ith m e thatto show any
open distrustin thism annerw ould cause apanic,the bazaarsw ould he closed,and both the troopsand the city
w ouldbeupagainstus.W e,therefore,determ inedtofacethedangerw ithoutm ovingam uscle."
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A n d sothe daily g oin g s on of social life fell back ag ain in tothe old g roov e;an d som e
ev en foun d,in the prospectbefore them ,causes of in creasedhopefuln ess an dboun tiful
an ticipation s of a pleasure-laden future.W ere there n otEuropean troops com in g up
from D in apore an d Calcutta,an d w ould there n otbe g ay doin g s atB en ares? Those

w hose duty itw as tok n ow w hatw as g oin g on in the surroun din g coun try,heardthis
careless talk w ith som ethin g of a shudder,butw isely refrain edfrom sayin g an ythin g to
dash the cheerfuln ess of the talk ers. "M y g am e," w rote the Com m ission er to the
Gov ern or-Gen eral,"is tok eeppeople in g oodspirits;soIk eepm y badn ew s tom yself;
an dcirculate all the g ood."M ean w hile,he an dhis colleag ues w ere doin g all thatcould
be don e,w ithoutn oise orexcitem en t,torestore con fiden ce alik e tothe soldiery an dto
the tow n speople.Itw asn osm all thin g tosupply an an tidote tothe fam in e-pricesw hich
w ere then rulin g in the m ark ets of the city,an dthis m ig htbe don e,sofaratleastas the

ev il bore upon the soldiery,w ithoutin terferin g w ith the priv ileg es of the sellers.S othe
Com m ission erg uaran teed,on the partof Gov ern m en t,thatforev ery rupee paidby the
S epoys fortheirottah (flour),a certain n um berof poun ds,as in ordin ary tim es,should

be g iv en ,w hilstthe Judg e an dthe M ag istrate w en taboutin the city en deav orin g (an d
w ith g ood success) to con v in ce the chief im porters of g rain thatitw ould be soun d
policy in the en d tok eep dow n their prices tothe n orm al rates.150 These thin g s had a
g oodeffect;butthe utterw eak n ess of the European force in B en ares staredthese brav e

an d sag acious m en in the face atev ery turn , an d they feltthat, un der P rov iden ce,
n othin g couldsav e them un til the arriv al of succor,exceptthe calm n ess an dcon fiden ce
of their dem ean or in the hour of dan g er. "S o g reatis m y con fiden ce," w rote the
Com m ission er,"thatIhav e n ota sin g le w eapon ,beyon da heav y-han dledridin g -w hip,
in m y possession .In dealin g w ith a parcel of children ,w hich S epoys an d all N ativ es
are,m oral force g oes a g reatw ay." A n d itshould be n oted here,as an en courag in g
sym ptom ,thataboutthis tim e all the S ik h S irdars,then prison ers atB en ares,offered
theirserv ices toM r.Tuck er— an ditw as believ edin g oodfaith— toactas a body-g uard

tohim ,an dtoprotecthishouse.

A n d the con fiden ce thus felt— w hich in the breasts of som e,atleast,w as a sustain in g
trustin the ov er-flow in g m ercy of God— w as m ade m an ifestbefore all the people of
B en ares, by a practical illustration of a rem ark able k in d. O n the 24th of M ay, a
detachm en tof forty-four m en of the Eig hty-fourth Q ueen 's,w hohad been pushed up
by the Gov ern or-Gen eral by daw k , arriv ed from Chin surah, n ear Calcutta. This

rein forcem en tw ould hav e m ore than doubled the reliable m ilitary stren g th on w hich
the security of the En g lish atB en aresw astodepen d.From ev ery station alon g the g reat

150
"Iguaranteed P onsonby yesterday in issuing ottah to the troopsatsixteen seers,and trustyou w illbearm e

out.Itisilltalkingto ahungry m an.Allthebazaarsareopen,butvery naturally thegrain-sellersareapprehensive,
and raising theirprices.Gubbinsand L ind have been in the city allthe m orning trying to show the principal
im portersthe good policy ofkeeping dow n pricesasm uch aspossible."— Mr. H. C. Tacker to Lord Canning, May
23,1857." T hrough the exertionsof M r. Gubbins,assisted by M r. L ind,and hisinfluence w ith the w ealthy
m erchants,thepriceofgrainintheBazaarhasfallenfrom tw elveorthirteenseerstofifteenseers(fortherupee).
T hisisagreat trium ph ofconfidence,and hasreassured the m ultitude w onderfully." — The Same to the Same,
May 26, 1857.
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lin e of coun try betw een D elhi an d Calcutta had com e the despairin g cry,"For God's
sak e sen d us European s!" A n d n ow thatthis help had com e to the firstof the g reat
un defen dedstation s— sm all,itis true,in n um bers,butstill atsuch a tim e an im m en se
relief an drein forcem en ttothe little ban dof Christian m en ,w how ere trustin g in God,

an dm ain tain in g a boldfron tbefore theirfellow s— they bethoug htthem selv es of others
w ho w ere in g reater n eed than them selv es,an d suffered the w elcom e detachm en tto
pass on toCaw n pore;an d thattooata tim e w hen they seem ed tobe in their g reatest
peril.Forn ew s hadjustcom e thatthe S ev en teen th Reg im en t,atA zim g urh,som e sixty
m iles distan t, w as on the v erg e,if n otin the full stream , of open m utin y,an d the
B en ares reg im en ts seem ed on ly to be w aitin g for a sig n al from their com rades in the
n eig hborhood. S till they thoug ht m ore of others than of them selv es. S ir H en ry
L aw ren ce hadw ritten earn estly tourg e upon them the g reatn eedof Caw n pore,w here

Gen eral W heelerw as threaten edby a dan g erous en em y;an dsoP on son by an dTuck er,
tak in g coun sel tog ether,determ in edtoletthe succorw hich hadbeen sen ttothem pass
on tothe relief of others."Gordon ,"w rote the Com m ission er,"thin k s thatw e hav e run
toog reata risk in sen din g on aton ce the partiesof the Eig hty-fourth,w hom you sen ton
tousby daw k ;butS irH en ry L aw ren ce w rote tom e sourg en tly tosen dev ery m an w ho
couldbe spared,thatP on son by an dIcon curredin thin k in g thatitw as ourduty torun
som e risk here,an dstretch a poin tforthe relief of Caw n pore.B esides,w e arg uedthat

n othin g couldshow bettertothe suspectedThirty-sev en th Reg im en tthan thatw hen w e
had g otEuropean s from Calcutta,an d placed our g un s in safety,w e did riotcare to
detain ,butsen tthem on straig httojoin the troops collectin g abov e.This is a real m ark
of con fiden ce in the S epoys an din ourselv es.B esides,itw ill dog oodatA llahabad,an d
alon g the road,tosee European s m ov in g up,party after party,sofast.S oif an ythin g
does happen to B en ares before other European s join ,your lordship m ustexcuse the
dispatch of these forty-four m en as an error of judg m en ton the rig htside." O ther
European s had been expectedfrom D in apore,butscarcely had the m en of the Eig hty-

fourth been pressedforw ard,w hen tidin g s cam e thatthe detachm en tof the Ten th from
D in apore,w hich hadbeen proceedin g upw ards tothe relief of B en ares,had"stuck fast
atChapra." "S oall hopes for the presen t," itw as added,"from thatquarter are g on e."
"B rav e B rig adier P on son by," con tin ued the Com m ission er, "calls the failure of the
D in apore relief a slig htcon tretem ps,som ew hatun pleasan t,butitcan n otbe helped.I
am g lad w e did n otk n ow of ityesterday ev en in g ,as itm ig hthav e prev en ted the
dispatch of the forty-four m en to Caw n pore." B ut, n ext day, w hen further

rein forcem en ts arriv ed, they w ere all hurried on w ard to Caw n pore."I had an other
teleg ram thism orn in g ,"w rote M r.Tuck ertoL ordCan n in g on the 27th,"from S irH en ry
L aw ren ce,beg g in g m e tospare n oexpen se in hurryin g up European aid.W e sen d up
all the m en w e g etfrom Calcutta.Thirty-eig htm ore w ill g o this ev en in g .W e do n ot
k eep on e for ourselv es." Ev en the detachm en tof the Ten th from D in apore w as to be
sen t on "the m om en t it arriv es." "Your lordship m ay feel assured," added the
Com m ission er,"thatn othin g w ill be leftun don e toin sure the quick estpossible relief to
Caw n pore.Ihav e letS irH .W heelerk n ow w hatw e are doin g torev iv e him ,asH ope is

half the battle."
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Thus,already,w as the g reatn ation al courag e of the En g lish beg in n in g to tak e m an y
shapes.W hilstsom e,g irdin g up their loin s,w ere eag er to an ticipate dan g er an d to
strik e aton ce,sm itin g ev eryw here,hip an dthig h,lik e the g ran drem orseless heroes of

the O ldTestam en t,others w ere fain tooppose tothe m ass of rebellion thatw as surg in g
upw ards tothe surface,the calm im passiv e fortitude of patien tresolution ,born of an
abidin g faith in God.M en of differen ttem peram en ts an d differen tcon v iction s then
w roug htor w aited accordin g tothe faith thatw as in them ,w ith self-dev otion beyon d
all praise.There w as n eedof stren uous action in those days;butthere w as n eedalsoof
thatcalm con fiden ce w hich betrays n o sig n of m isg iv in g ,an d the v ery quietude of
w hich in dicates a con sciousn ess of stren g th.Restrictedsym pathy an dn arrow toleration
are am on g the m an ifestation s of our n ation al character,n otless than the broad m an y-

sided courag e of w hich Ihav e spok en ;an d therefore ithas happen ed thatsom etim es
rash judg m en ts hav e been passed by m en in capable of un derstan din g other ev iden ces
of brav ery than those w hich theirow n w ouldputforth in sim ilarcrises.151 B utitm ay be
easier tog oouttobattle w ith death than quietly toaw aitits com in g .The en erg y that
stim ulates the on e is less rare than the patien ce thatin spires the other.B utthis quiet
courag e m ustbe con ten ttow aitforquiettim estobe estim atedatitstrue w orth.152

H en ry Tuck er w as a Christian g en tlem an ,in w hom the hig h courag e of our race took
this latter form .H e w en tabout,fearless an dcon fiden t,sayin g tohim self;"The L ordis
m y rock ,m y fortress,an dm y deliv erer;the Godof m y rock ,in H im w ill Itrust.H e is
m y shieldan dthe horn of m y salv ation ;m y hig h tow er,an dm y refug e;m y S av ior."153

A n din this abun dan t,ov erflow in g con fiden ce an dresig n ation he seem edtodespise all
hum an m ean sof defen ce,an dalm osttoreg arddefen siv e efforts— "secon dary m ean s"-
asa betrayal of w an tof faith in the A lm ig hty."Ratherag ain stP on son by'san dm y w ish,"
he w rote tothe Gov ern or-Gen eral,"butby the adv ice of M essrs.Gubbin s an dL in d,an d

atthe en treaty of the European residen ts,arm s an d am m un ition hav e,this day,been
issuedouttoall w horequiredthem .Ihope thatitw ill m ak e theirm in ds easy,an dthat

151
CharlesDickens,inanoticeoftheL ifeofW alterS avageL andor,w hichIhavereadsincethepassageinthetext

w asw ritten,saysthat L andor's"anim ositiesw ere chiefly referable to hissingularinability to dissociate other
people'sw aysofthinkingfrom hisow n."ButIam inclined to thinkthatthisinability so farfrom being singular,is
thecom m onestthinginthew orld.

152
How utterly free the Com m issionerw asfrom theleastleave,ofofficialjealousy,and how eagerhe w asto do

justice and togetjustice done to hiscolleagues,m ay be seen in the follow ingextractsfrom lettersw ritten by him
to L ord Canning:"M r.F.Gubbinsisavery superiorm an,and w illm ake am odelcom m issioner.Ifeelvery thankful
to have suchacoadjutorhere tom ake up form y ow ngreatdeficiencies."And in anotherletterthe Com m issioner
says:"M r.Gubbinsiscarryingon the w orkin thisdistrictm ostenergetically.U nderthe blessingofP rovidence,he
hasbeen the m eansofsecuring great peace and quiet in the city and neighborhood." And again "Ihope your
lordship w illfind tim e foraletterofhearty thanksto M r.F.Gubbinsforhisbeautifulpolice arrangem entsand
generalexertions,inw hichM r.L indhasaidedgreatly."

153
He w rote to L ord Canning that the 22nd chapterofS am uelII.(w hich containsthese w ords)had been "their

stand-by."
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they w ill restquiet. I am so than k ful w e hav e n o place of defen ce here. W e hav e
n ow here torun to,som uststan dfirm — an dhithertothere has n otbeen on e particle of
pan ic an d con fusion ." A n d he said thatif the en em y cam e he w ould g o outto m eet
them w ith a bible in hishan d,asD av idhadg on e outtom eetGoliath w ith a pebble an d

a slin g . H e rode outin the m ostexposed places, ev en in g after ev en in g , w ith his
daug hter,as in quiettim es;an dw hen som eon e sug g estedtohim thatthe hatw hich he
w ore, bein g of a peculiar character, w ould clearly in dicate the Com m ission er, an d
afford a m ark for a rebel shot,he said thathe w as as safe in on e head-dress as in
an other,an dhadn othoug htof a chan g e.

L an g uag e an daction of thisk in dm ig htbe reg ardedasm ere im becility.Itisn otstran g e,
in deed,thata m an of M r.Tuck er's character w as described as an am iable en thusiast

quite un equal to the occasion ;for his courag e w as n otof the popular type,an d his
character n otin tellig ible tothe m ultitude.B ut,ev en look ed upon in the lig htof m ere
hum an w isdom , the course w hich w as fav ored by the B en ares Com m ission er had
m uch,atthattim e,to recom m en d it.For as the absolute w eak n ess of the European
com m un ity,w ith on ly thirty effectiv e soldiers todefen d them ,forbade an y successful
resorttoarm s,itw as soun dpolicy thus topreserv e a quietude of dem ean or,sig n ifican t
of con fiden ce— con fiden ce both in our ow n security an d in the loyalty of those w ho

surroun dedan dw hom ig hthav e crushedusin an hour.154 In con tin ual com m un ication ,
n oton ly w ith L ordCan n in g atCalcutta,butw ith the chiefs of all the g reatstation s,as
D in apore,Caw n pore,L uck n ow ,an dA g ra,H en ry Tuck erk n ew w hatw asbein g don e in
som e quarters,an dw hatw as n eededin others,tom eetthe difficulties of the crisis.H e
k n ew thathelpw ascom in g from below ;an dthatif rebellion w ere shoulderin g eitherin
the L in es or in the City,the lon g er itcould be lefttoshoulder,before burstin g in toa
blaze,the better.The con fidin g policy w as the tem porizin g policy.Those w ho best
k n ew the characterof the B en g al S epoy,k n ew thata v ag ue fear,m ore im pressiv e forits

v ery v ag uen ess,w as driv in g thousan ds in to rebellion ;an d thatthe bestw ay to k eep
thin g s quietw as todon othin g toexcite ortoalarm .A n dsothe m on th of M ay w ore on ,
an dEuropean rein forcem en ts cam e from below ;but,in spite of the g reattem ptation to
retain them ,Tuck eran dP on son by hadstren g th tosen dthem on w ardtosuccorothers.
They k n ew thatthey w ere exposin g them selv estothe reproaches of theircom rades;but
they felt that they could bear ev en this. "You an d I," w rote P on son by to the
Com m ission er,"can bear m uch in such a cause.To aid the distressed is n otso v ery

w ick ed."

The hig h bearin g of the chief officersatB en aresEn courag e excitedthe adm iration of the
Gov ern or-Gen eral.A n d in the m idstof all his urg en tduties— his pressin g cares an d
an xieties— L ord Can n in g foun d, or m ade, tim e, to w rite letters of stirrin g

154
Ido notw ish itto be inferred frontthisthatIthinkthe servingoutofarm sand am m unition to the European

residentsw asam istake; but Ican appreciate M r.T ucker'sm otives,and understand hisreasonsforinscribing
"T horough" on hispolicy ofinaction.It w illbe seen presently that L ord Canning,though he adm ired the calm
confidenceofM r.T ucker,sided w ithM r.Gubbiusinthism atter,andIdonotdoubtthathew asright.
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en courag em en ttoall,of w hose g ooddeeds he hadam ple assuran ce.W hetherthe w ell-
doer w ere a Gen eral O fficer,a Civ il or P olitical Com m ission er,or a youn g reg im en tal
subaltern ,L ordCan n in g w rote tohim ,w ith hisow n han d,a letterof cordial than k s,full
of fran k k in dlin ess,w hich bracedupthe recipien tton ew exertion s an dm ade him ev er

lov e the w riter.H e k n ew the effectatsuch a tim e of prom ptrecog n ition of g oodserv ice,
an dhe feltthatsuch recog n ition ,un derthe han dof secretaries,publicorpriv ate,w ould
lose half its in fluen ce for g ood.H e had a w on derful g race of letter-w ritin g ;an d there
are m an y n ow w hotreasure up,as theirm ostcherishedpossession s,the few expressiv e
lin es,w arm from the heart,in w hich,am idstdan g ers an d difficulties thatm ig htw ell
hav e excusedg rav erom ission s,the Gov ern or-Gen eral pouredforth his g ratitude tohis
subordin ates for g ood aid of an y k in d— for w ise coun sel,for fertility of resource,for
activ e heroism ,orforpatien tcourag e.

Thus,on the 23rd of M ay,be w rote to M r.Tuck er:"A lthoug h itrepresen ts a m ost
critical state of thin g s atB en ares,itsatisfies m e thatthe crisis is m etw ith calm courag e,
basedupon thatw hich alon e is the foun dation of true courag e,an dthatev en ts as they
arise w ill be dealtw ith tem perately, firm ly, an d w ith soun d judg m en t. You hav e,
in deed,a precious stak e upon the issue.Isym pathies deeply w ith yourfam ily.If they
n eedtobe assuredof it,Ibeg you totell them thatn otan hourhas been ,orw ill be,lost

in sen din g aidtoB en ares,an dw herev erelse itm ay be m osturg en tly required....Com e
w hatm ay,don otfear an y aspersion s or m isrepresen tation s.N oon e shall be ig n oran t
how n obly the authority of ourGov ern m en t,an dthe hon oran ddig n ity of En g lishm en ,
hasbeen upheldatB en ares."

A n d to M r.Gubbin s be w rote,a w eek afterw ards,sayin g :"If I had m ore leisure for
w ritin g letters,Ishould n othav e leftyou so lon g w ithouta w ord of than k s for your
adm irable an dm ostjudiciousexertion s.Ik n ow from M r.Tuck er'slettersan dm essag es,

an dalsofrom otherquarters,how m uch is due toyou an dtoM r.L in d,an dIbeg you
both tobeliev e thatIam m ostg rateful forit.You hav e all hada difficultg am e toplay—
if ev erthere w ason e;an dyoursuccess has been hithertocom plete.Ipray thatyou m ay
carry itthroug h. You hav e don e really g ood serv ice in the B azaars, in obtain in g a
reduction of the price of g rain ."A n dhe then added,w ith referen ce tothe differen ce of
opin ion w hich hadprev ailedrespectin g the arm in g of the European s,"Ithin k you quite
rig htin recom m en din g thatarm s shouldn otbe refusedtothe European s,w hodesired

them . Your self-con fiden ce has been m ade quite plain by the calm fron tyou hav e
already show n toall dan g er;an d Idon otbeliev e thatan y of the adv an tag es thereby
g ain edw ill be sacrificedby the adoption of a com m on -sen se precaution ,w hich doesn ot
n ecessarily im ply m istrustof those m ore im m ediately aroun d you, w hen , as is too
surely the case,there isabun dan ce of dan g erata little distan ce."155

155
MS. Correspondence of Lord Canning.
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B utalthoug h outw ardly there w as fair prom ise of con tin ued tran quility,as the m on th
of M ay cam e toa close a crisisw as,in deed,approachin g .The birth of Jun e w asushered
in by the fam iliar w ork of the in cen diary.A lin e of S epoys'huts recen tly v acated w as
fired; an d it w as foun d that the w retched scum of D elhi royalty w ere in close

com m un ication w ith the in cen diaries. Then n ew s cam e thatthe S epoy reg im en tat
A zim g urh,sixty m iles off,hadrev olted.This w as the S ev en teen th Reg im en t,un derthe
com m an d of M ajor B urroug hs.Ithad been believ ed all alon g tobe tain ted,for ithad
been brig aded w ith the N in eteen th an d Thirty-fourth,w hich had been ig n om in iously
disban ded,an ditw as k n ow n thatsom e of the m en of the form erw ere harboredin its
L in es.Its in solen ce hadbeen m an ifestedun check ed,forB urroug hs w as n otequal tothe
occasion ;an d,althoug h the M ag istrate,H om e,had him self addressed the S epoys,an d
otherw ise striv en tok eep them true totheir salt,the ev il in fluen ces had prev ailed,so

thatbefore the en d of the m on th the m en of the S ev en teen th w ere ripe for rev olt.156 It
happen edthatjustatthiscritical m om en tthey scen tedthe spoil.The rattle of the rupees
w as heard in the distan ce.A treasure-escortw as com in g in from Goruck pore,un der
charg e of a com pan y of the S ev en teen th S epoys an d som e horsem en of the Thirteen th
Irreg ular Cav alry,an d this w as tohav e been dispatched,w ith the surplus treasure of
A zim g urh,toB en ares,un dercom m an dof L ieuten an tP alliser,w hohadbeen sen tfrom
the latterplace w ith a detachm en tof the Thirteen th toescortit.Fiv e lak hsof rupeeshad

com e from Goruck pore,an dtw olak hsw ere addedtoitatA zim g urh;sev en ty thousan d
poun ds in the hard brig htcoin of the coun try,an d this w as n ow in the g rasp of the
S epoys. The tem ptation w as m ore than they could resist. S o they rose an d loudly
declared thatthe treasure should n otleav e the station .This stern resolution ,how ev er,
seem stohav e been lulledfora tim e,an don the ev en in g of the 3rdof Jun e,the treasure-
escortm archedoutfrom A zim g urh.Itw as felt,how ev er,thatthe dan g erhadn otbeen
escaped, an d thatatan y m om en tthe S epoys m ig htbreak in to open rebellion .The
officers an d their w iv es w ere din in g atthe m ess of the S ev en teen th,w hen all their

an xieties w ere con firm ed by the w ell-k n ow n w arn in g v oice of the g un s.Itw as plain
thatthe firin g w as in the direction of the parade-g roun d.A beatin g of drum s w as soon
heard;an d n ow ords w ere n eeded toexpress the assuran ce of all thatthe S epoys had
risen .157 There w as then a scen e of con fusion ,w hich itis n oteasy accurately todescribe.
The ladies an d n on -com batan ts hurried off tothe Cutcherry,w hich had been fortified
by the M ag istrate an d his colleag ues,an dthere barricadedthem selv es.M ean w hile the
S epoys,hav in g shottheirQ uarterm asteran dtheirQ uarterm aster-S erg ean t,158 but,w ith

the stran g e in con sisten cy of con ductw hich distin g uished all their m ov em en ts,hav in g
sparedan d,in deed,protectedthe restof theirofficers,hurriedafterthe treasure-escort

156
O n M ay 24,w hen som e m en im pudently rejected extracartridgesw hich w ere served out to them ,and

afterw ardsviolently assaultedaN ativeofficer,M ajorBurroughsfound him selftoow eaktopunish.

157
T here w ere tw o post gunsstationed at Azim gurh.T hese the m utineersseized at the com m encem ent ofthe

outbreak.T hey w ereafterw ardstakenintoO ude.

158
L ieutenantHutchinsonandQ uarterm aster-S ergeantL ew is.
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to seize the coin on the road to B en ares.A n d w ith them w en tthe m yrm idon s of the
P olice-force,w hich H orn e hadm ade v astefforts tostren g then forthe protection of the
g aol, butw hich had displayed its zeal in the hour of our trouble by releasin g the
prison ers,an dg iv in g upthe housesof the En g lish toplun deran dcon flag ration .

W hen they sw arm eddow n upon him ,all arm edan daccouteredan deag erforthe spoil,
P alliser foun d thathe w as helpless. The troopers of the Thirteen th Irreg ulars w ere
w av erin g .They w ere n otsofarg on e in rebellion as todesire the death of theirofficers,
buta stron g n ation al sym pathy restrain ed them from actin g ag ain sttheircoun trym en .
The officers, therefore, w ere sav ed. B utthe treasure w as lost. The S epoys of the
S ev en teen th159 carried itback from the first, thatto strik e prom ptly an d to strik e
v ig orously w ould be tostrik e m ercifully;an d he w en tto the w ork before him w ith a

stern resolution n ottospare.B oth from the N orth an dfrom the S outh,atthis tim e,the
firstg reatw av es of the tide of con questw ere beg in n in g tosetin tow ards the cen ters of
the threaten ed prov in ces.From on e en d of the lin e of dan g er,Can n in g ,an d from the
other, L aw ren ce, w as sen din g forth his succors— n either un der-estim atin g the
m ag n itude of the peril,butboth con fiden tof the fin al result.Itw as the w ork of the
latter,as w ill be told hereafter,torescue D elhi,w hilstthe form er w as strain in g ev ery
efforttosecure the safety of B en ares,A llahabad,A g ra,Caw n pore,L uck n ow ,an dother

lesserplaces depen den tupon them .A n dn ow assistan ce hadreally com e tothe firstof
these places.A detachm en tof M adras Fusiliers w as atB en ares,an d the m en of the
Ten th Foot,from D in apore,w hose arriv al had been delayed by an acciden t,had also
m ade their appearan ce. It w as determ in ed, therefore, that the S epoys should be
disarm ed.

B uta question then arose as to the hour of disarm in g .The firstidea w as,thatthe
reg im en tshould, be parade on the follow in g m orn in g , an d thatthen the sev eral

com pan ies,afteran assurin g explan ation ,shouldbe calledupon tolay dow n theirarm s.
B utthere w ere those in B en ares,tow hom the thoug htof ev en an hour's delay w as an
offen ce an d an abom in ation .W hen w ork of this k in dis tobe don e,itshouldbe don e,
they thoug ht,prom ptly.S tim ulatedby the in tellig en ce from A zim g urh,an dsuspectin g
w hatw as in store for them ,the S epoys m ig htrise before m orn in g ,an d then all our
coun cils an d caution s w ould be v ain .The chief com m an d,w as in P on son by's han ds,

159
It isstated on the authority ofL ieutenant Constable ofthe S eventeenth,that the S epoys"behaved w ith

rom anticcourtesy.""T hey form ed asquare round theirofficers,and said thatthey notonly w ould nottouch,but
w ould protectthem ,only thatthere w ere som e ofthe m utineersw ho had sw orn the death ofparticularofficers,
and thereforethey begged thew holeparty totaketotheircarriagesand beoffatonce.Buthow arew etogetour
carriages?" said they,seeing that they are scattered allthrough the station. Ah,w e w illfetch them ,said the
S epoys;and sothey did,and gavetheparty anescortfortenm ilesoutofthestationontheroad toGhazeepore.It
hasbeenrem arked thattocom pletetherom ancethey oughttohaveoffered theofficersam onth'spay outofthe
treasure they w ere plundering."— Annals of the Indian Rebellion, Part IV.T hisissom ew hat inconsistent w ith the
statem ent (Red Pamphlet) that the S epoysof the S eventeenth im plored the Irregularsto slay their officers,
"appealing to religion,nationality,love ofm oney,even offering 5000£ foreach head." T hese inconsistencies,
how ever,w erefastbecom ingcom m onphenom ena.
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an ditw asforhim tog iv e the w ordfordisarm in g .ItappearsthatColon el Gordon ,w ho
hadascertain edthatthe m ore turbulen tspirits of the city w ere in com m un ication w ith
the S epoys,accom pan ied the B rig adier to the house of the Com m ission er to con sult
w ith him .Tuck er sug g ested thatthey should call on Gubbin s;so they w en tto the

Judg e's residen ce,an d there they receiv ed am ple con firm ation of the reports w hich
Gordon had heard. S oon afterw ards they m et Colon el N eill, w ho w as eag er for
im m ediate action ;160 an d, after som e discussion , the B rig adier con sen ted to hold a
parade atfiv e o'clock ,an daton ce toproceedtothe w ork of disarm am en t.

Then P on son by an dGordon w en ttog ethertothe house of the latter,w here they foun d
or w ere join ed by M ajor B arrettof the Thirty-sev en th. The S epoy officer, after the

160
T he circum stancesconducing to thischange ofplan have been variously stated.M r.T aylor,in hisofficial

report,already quoted,says"ItappearsthatasBrigadierP onsonby w asreturninghom e afterthe Council,he m et
ColonelN eill,w horecom m ended him todisarm thecorpsatonce.Disregardingallotherconsideration,hehurried
totheparade-ground."Butinaletterbeforem e,w rittenbyBrigadierP onsonby inJuly,thatofficerstatesthat,"O n
the4thofJuneL ieutenant-ColonelGordon,com m andingtheregim entofL oodhianah,called and inform edm ethat
he had reason tobelieve them en ofthe T hirty-seventhN ativeInfantry w ereenteringinto aconspiracy w ithsom e
of the bad charactersof the city,in view to the subversion of the British pow er in Benares. After som e
conversation on the subject,in w hich Iascertained from the L ieutenant-Colonelthathe considered thathe could
rely on the fidelity ofhisow n regim ent,w e agreed to go togetherto the Com m issioner,M r. T ucker,and to
acquainthim w ith w hathad been com m unicated.W e proceeded to M r.T ucker,and on broaching the subjectof
ourvisit,heproposed thatw eshould gotoM r.F.Gubbins,w holived closeathand,and w edid so.M r.Gubbins,it
appeared,had heard from hisspiesthatw hich notonly confirm ed ColonelGordon'sreport,butgave m uch m ore
detailed inform ation asto the secret proceedingsofthe m en ofthe T hirty-seventh N ative Infantry.ColonelN eill
cam e in w hile M r.Gubbinsw asspeaking,and soon afterw ardsthe Brigade-M ajor,Captain Dodgson,entered to
report that the treasure,w hich w ason itsw ay from Azim gurh to Benaresunderaguard offifty m en ofthe
IrregularCavalry,had been plundered by the S eventeenth N ative Infantry— the guard ofthe Irregularshaving
connived atthedeed.Itw asim m ediately feltthatthiscircum stance,occurringin suchclose proxim ity to Benares,
rendered theadoptionatonceofsom estrongm easuresim perative,and L ieutenant-ColonelGordonproposed the
disarm ingofthe T hirty-seventh N ativeInfantry,to w hichIacceded.T here w assom e discussion asto w hetherthis
should be attem pted atonce,oratten A.M .on the follow ing day.M r.Gubbinshaving expressed hisopinion that
em issariesfrom the S eventeenth N ative Infantry w ould soon he in Benares,it w assettled to disarm the T hirty-
seventhatfiveo'clock,and itbeingnow pastfour,itw asalsoarranged tokeepthem easureasquietaspossiblein
orderthattheregim entm ightnotbe onitsguard."N othingcan bem oredistinctthan this.ButColonelN eill,w ith
equaldistinctness,declaresthat P onsonby and Gordon called upon him ,and that he (N eill)recom m ended the
afternoonparade.Inhisofficialdispatchhesays:"BrigadierP onsonby consultedw ithm eabouttakingthem uskets
from theT hirty-seventh,leavingthem theirside-arm s.Heproposedw aitinguntilthefollow ingm orningtodothis.I
urged itsbeing done atonce,to w hich he agreed,and leftm y quartersto m ake hisarrangem ents."In hisprivate
journal,too,herecordsthat,"theBrigadiercalled onm eatthreeP .M .w ithColonelGordonoftheS ikhs,inform ing
m eofthem utiny oftheS eventeenthatAzim gurh...very undecided ....w ould putoffeverythinguntiltom orrow .I
speakout,and urgehim toactatonce,w hichheunw illingly agreesto theEuropeanstoparadeatfiveP .M .....the
T hirty-seventh to be disarm ed ...the Irregularsand S ikhssaid to be staunch to actw ith us."W e have,therefore,
beforeusthreeconfidingstatem ents.M r.T aylorsaysthatP onsonby m etN eillastheform erw asgoinghom efrom
Gubbins'shouse.P onsonhy saysthatN eillcam e into Gubbins'shouse,w hen he (the Brigadier)and Gordon w ere
there. And N eillsaysthat the Brigadier and Gordon visited him in hisow n quarters. T he m atter isoflittle
im portanceinitself;butthediscrepanciescited afford anaptillustrationofthedifficultiesw hichbesetthepathof
aconscientioushistorian. O n the w hole,Iam disposed to think that N eill,w riting on the day ofthe events
described,Ism ore likely to be correctthan P onsonhy w riting am onth afterw ards,orT aylor,collecting factsafter
thelapseofm orethanayear.
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m an n er of his k in d,w ith thatfon d an d affection ate con fiden ce in his m en ,w hich w as
lurin g so m an y to destruction ,solem n ly protested ag ain stthe m easure,as on e w hich
w ould break their hearts.Tothis P on son by replied,thatw hathe had learn tfrom M r.
Gubbin s had lefthim n oaltern ativ e,an d that,therefore,itw as B arrett's duty tow arn

the officers tobe ready forthe fiv e o'clock parade.The B rig adierhadorderedhis horse
tobe broug htto Gordon 's house,an d n ow the tw om oun ted an d rode tothe parade-
g roun d,toplan the bestdisposition of the troops.The horse w hich P on son by rode had
n otbeen ridden for a m on th.Itw as fresh an d restiv e,an d the m otion of the an im al,
aidedby the slan trays of the aftern oon sun ,soon beg an toaffecthim .En feebledas he
w as by prev ious illn ess,he becam e,in his ow n w ords,"m ostan xious an d un easy in
m in dan dbody."B ut,w hilstGordon w as draw in g upthe S ik h reg im en t,he rode tothe
European B arrack s, w here he foun d N eill m usterin g the European s, an d O lpherts

g ettin g ready his g un s.The n ecessary orders w ere g iv en ;butthe B rig adierfeltthathe
w asn olon g erequal tothe respon sibility of the w ork thatlay before him .

A n d,in truth,itw as difficultan d dan g erous w ork thatthen lay before the En g lish
com m an ders.The N ativ e force w as som e tw othousan d stron g .The European s hardly
m ustered tw ohun dredan dfifty.161 O f the tem per of the S epoy reg im en tthere w as n o
doubt. The Irreg ulars had been tried on the road from A zim g urh,w here they had

betrayedthe w eak n ess of theirfidelity,if they hadn otm an ifestedthe stren g th of their
discon ten t.162 B utthe S ik h reg im en tw as believ edtobe faithful;an d,if itw ere faithful,
there could be n odoubtof the resultof thataftern oon 's parade.Itis said that,as they
w ere assem blin g for parade,they w ere in hig h spirits,an d appeared tobe eag er tobe
led ag ain stthe H in dostan ees of the reg ular A rm y.N otm erely in B en ares,butin all
parts of the coun try,w as itof the hig hestm om en tthatthe S ik h fig htin g m en shouldbe
on ourside;foritw asbeliev edthatthe fam e of theirloyalty w ouldspread,on all sides,
tothe con fin esof ourEm pire,an dthat,throug houtthe P un jab itself,the ren ow n of their

achiev em en ts w ould stim ulate others to do lik ew ise. B ut ev eryw here so g reat a
sen sitiv en ess thrilled throug h the N ativ e troops of all n ation alities,thatitw as alw ays
possible thatthe w eig htof a feather in the balan ce m ig htdeterm in e the out-turn of
ev en tson the side of loyalty orrebellion .

W hen the order for disarm in g had g on e forth,Colon el S pottisw oode an d his officers
proceeded to the parade-g roun d of the Thirty-sev en th,turn ed outthe reg im en t,an d

ordered them to lodg e their m usk ets in the bells-of-arm s. There w ere aboutfour

161
T he officialreturnsstate— H.M .'sT enth R egim ent,one hundred and fifty m en and three officers; M adras

Fusiliers,sixty m enandthreeofficers;Artillery,thirty m enand tw oofficers.

162
T hese regim entsofIrregularCavalry w ere differently constituted from those oftheregularS epoy Arm y.T hey

had few European officers,and those only picked m en,w ho had the greatest pride in theirseveralcorps,and
seldom orneverany desire to leave them .T hetroopers,w ho received high pay and found theirow n horses,w ere
generally m en ofabetterclass,and the position ofthe N ative officersw asofahigherand m ore responsible
characterthan in the regularArm y.Allthese thingsw ere atfirstsupposed to be favorable to the continuance of
thefidelity oftheIrregularCavalry.Butitw assoonfoundthatthey w ereasincurably taintedastherest.
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hun dredm en on parade,the rem ain der,w ith the exception of on e com pan y atChun ar,
bein g on detachedduty in the station .ToS pottisw oode itappearedthatthe m en w ere
g en erally w ell-disposed. There w ere n o im m ediate sig n s of resistan ce. First the
g ren adier com pan y,an d then the other com pan ies up to N o.6,quietly lodg ed their

arm s in obedien ce tothe w ordof com m an d.A tthis poin ta m urm urarose,an dsom e of
the m en w ere heardtosay thatthey w ere betrayed--thatthe European s w ere com in g to
shootthem dow n w hen they w ere disarm ed.H earin g this,S pottisw oode criedoutthat
itw as false,an dappealedtothe N ativ e officers,w horepliedthathe hadalw ays been a
father to them . B uta pan ic w as n ow upon them , for they saw the w hite troops
adv an cin g .B y w ord of com m an d from P on son by the European s an d the g un s w ere
m ov in g forw ardtow ardsthe S epoys'L in es.O pposite tothe quarter-g uardof the Thirty-
sev en th the B rig adierorderedthe little force un derColon el N eill tobe w heeledin tolin e

an d halted.H e then w en tforw ard an d spok e tothe S epoys of the g uard.H e saidthat
they w ere required tog iv e up their arm s,an d thatif they obeyed as g oodsoldiers,n o
harm of an y k in d w ould befall then .A s he spok e he laid his han d assurin g ly on the
shoulder of on e of thy;S epoys,w ho said thatthey had com m itted n o fault.To this
P on son by repliedin H in dostan ee:"N on e;butitis n ecessary thatyou shoulddoas you
are ordered,as som an y of your brethren hav e brok en their oaths an d m urdered their
officers, w ho n ev er in jured them ." W hilsthe w as still speak in g , som e of the m en

shoutedtotheircom rades on the rig htan dleft;a stray shotortw ow as firedfrom the
secon dcom pan y,an dpresen tly the S epoysrushedin a body tothe bells-of-arm s,seized
theirm usk ets,loadedan dfiredupon both theirow n officers an dthe European s.Goin g
aboutthe w ork before them in a system atic,profession al m an n er,they sen tsom e pick ed
m en an dg oodm ark sm en tothe fron tassk irm ishers,w ho,k n eelin g dow n ,w hilstothers
han dedloadedm usk ets tothem ,fireddeliberately upon the European s from a distan ce
of eig hty or a hun dred yards.S ev en or eig htm en of the Ten th w ere shotdow n ,an d
then the restfell back in lin e w ith the rear of the g un s.M ean w hile the officers of the

Thirty-sev en th,w hohadbeen prov iden tially deliv eredfrom the fire of theirm en ,w ere
seek in g safety w ith the g un s;butM ajorB arrett,w hohadalw ays protestedag ain stthe
disarm in g of the reg im en t,an dn ow believ edthatitw as foully used,castin his lotw ith
it,an dw ouldn otm ov e,un til a party of S epoyscarriedhim off toa place of safety.

Tothe fire of the S epoy m usk eteers the B ritish In fan try n ow respon ded,an d the g un s
w ere w heeled roun d to open upon the m utin eers w ith irresistible g rape.The En g lish

g un n ers w ere ready for im m ediate action . A n ticipatin g resistan ce, O lpherts had
ordered his m en ,w hen they m ov ed from their L in es, to carry their cartridg es an d
g rape-shotin their han ds.163 The w ord of com m an d g iv en ,the g un s w ere serv ed w ith
alm ostm ag ical rapidity;an d the Thirty-sev en th w ere in pan ic flig ht,w ith their faces
turn ed tow ards the L in es.B utfrom behin d the cov er of their huts they m ain tain ed a
sm artfire upon the European s;soO lpherts,loadin g his n in e-poun ders both w ith g rape

163
W hetherthisw asobserved by theS epoysIknow not;butifitw ere.therecanbenodifficulty inaccountingfor

theirsuspicionand W arm .
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an droun dshot,sen tm ore m essen g ers of death afterthem ,an ddrov e them outof their
shelterin g hom es.Throw in g their arm s an d accoutrem en ts behin d them ,an d m an y of
them huddlin g aw ay clearoutof Can ton m en ts beyon dthe reach of the av en g in g g un s,
they m ade their w ay tothe city,or dispersed them selv es aboutthe coun try,ready for

future m ischief an drev en g e.

M ean w hile,the detachm en tof Irreg ular Cav alry an d Gordon 's S ik hs had com e on to
parade.Itw as soon obv ious w hatw as the tem per of the form er.Their com m an der,
Captain Guise,164 had been k illed by a S epoy of the Thirty-sev en th,an d D odg son ,the
B rig ade-M ajor,w as orderedtotak e his place.H e hadscarce tak en com m an d,w hen he
w as firedatby a trooper.A n otherattem ptedtocuthim dow n .B utthe S ik hs appearto
hav e hadn oforeg on e in ten tion of turn in g ag ain stourpeople.W hetherthe objectof the

parade an dthe in ten tion sof the B ritish officersw ere ev ersufficien tly explain edtothem
is n otv ery apparen t; butthey seem to hav e been , in this Jun cture, doubtful an d
suspicious,an d itn eeded buta spark toexcite them in toa blaze.The outburstof the
Irreg ulars firstcaused them tow av er.They did n otk n ow w hatitall porten ded;they
couldn otdiscern frien ds from foes.A tthis critical m om en t,on e of the S ik hs firedupon
Colon el Gordon ,w hilstan other of his m en m ov ed forw ard to his protection .In an
in stan tthe issue w as determ in ed.O lpherts w as lim berin g uphis g un s,w hen Crum p,of

the M adras A rtillery,w hohad join ed him on parade an d w as actin g as his subaltern ,
criedoutthatthe S ik h reg im en thadm utin ied.A ton ce the w ordw asg iv en toun lim ber,
an d atthe sam e m om en tthere w as a cry thatthe S ik hs w ere abouttocharg e.A tthis
tim e they w ere shoutin g an d yellin g fran tically, an d firin g in all direction s— their
bullets passin g ov er an d throug h the En g lish battery. They w ere on ly eig hty or a
hun dredyards from us on an open parade-g roun d;an datthattim e ourA rtillery w ere
un supported by the B ritish In fan try,w ho had follow ed the m utin eers of the Thirty-
sev en th Reg im en tin totheirL in es.Itw as n ota m om en tforhesitation .The sudden rush

of a furious m ultitude upon our g un s,had w e been un prepared for them ,m ig hthav e
ov erw helm edthathalf-battery w ith its thirty En g lish g un n ers;an dB en ares m ig hthav e
been losttous.S oO lpherts,hav in g ascertain ed thatthe officers of the S ik h corps had
tak e refug e in his rear,broug htroun dhis g un s an dpoureda show erof g rape in tothe
reg im en t.Upon this they m ade a rush upon the g un s— a secon dan da third— butw ere
driv en back by the deadly show ers from our field-pieces,an d w ere soon in con fused
flig ht.A n d w ith them w en tthe m utin eers of the Irreg ular Cav alry;so the w ork w as

thoroug hly don e,an dO lphertsrem ain edin possession of the field.

W hilstthese ev en ts w ere dev elopin g them selv es on the parade-g roun d,the little pow er
of en duran ce still left in the B rig adier w as rapidly failin g him , an d before the
aftern oon 's w ork w as don e he w as in capable of further exertion .The slan trays of the
declin in g sun , m ore tryin g than its m eridian heig ht, dazzled an d sick en ed the old

164
O ne w ritersaysthatGuise'shead w asafterw ardssplitopen by hisow n troopers.He w asshotGilthe rearof

theL ines,ashew asgoingtoparade.
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soldier.The pain an d discom fortw hich he en dured w ere sog reatthathe w as un able
an y lon g ertosithis horse.H av in g prev iously g iv en orders toColon el S pottisw oode to
fire the S epoys'L in es thatn on e m ig htfin dshelterin them ,he m ade ov erthe com m an d
toColon el N eill,w hoeag erly took all furtherm ilitary respon sibility on him self.165 The

v ictory of the Few ov erthe M an y w as soon com pleted.S om e w hohadsoug htshelterin
the L in es w ere driv en outan d destroyed, w hilsta few w ho succeeded in hidin g
them selv esw ere burn ttodeath in theirhuts.166

A ll the circum stan ces of this parade of the 4th of Jun e bein g fairly rev iew ed an d
im partially con sidered,itis n otstran g e thatsom e should thin k thatitw as g riev ously
m ism an ag ed.Thatthis w as the opin ion of the hig hestauthorities atthe tim e is certain .
W ritin g on the 6th of Jun e tothe Gov ern or-Gen eral,the B en ares Com m ission ersaid,"I

fear the busin ess of disarm in g w as v ery badly m an ag ed in deed.The S epoys feel v ery
sore atw hatthey con sideran attack on m en ,m an y of w hom w ere un arm edatthe tim e.
This is n ota poin tfora civ ilian todiscuss,butthe g en eral opin ion seem s tobe thatthe
affairw asm uch m ism an ag ed."Thisopin ion w assharedby L ordCan n in g ,w how rote,a
fortn ig htafterw ards tothe P residen tof the In dia B oard,thatthe disarm in g "w as don e
hurriedly an d n otjudiciously." "A portion of a reg im en tof S ik hs," he added, "w as
draw n in toresistan ce,w ho,had they been properly dealtw ith,w ould,Ifully believ e,

hav e rem ain ed faithful." A n d, sixteen m on ths afterw ards, the civ il fun ction ary, on
w hom it dev olv ed to w rite an official accoun t of these tran saction s, deliberately
recorded his belief, itm ay be assum ed after full in v estig ation , thatthe S ik hs w ere
broug htoutn otk n ow in g w hatw as to be don e;thatthe w hole affair w as a surprise;
that,asa corps,they w ere loyal,an d"w ouldhav e stoodan y testlessrude."

The in feren ce tobe draw n from thisis n otsom uch thatthe busin ess w as don e badly as
thatitw as don e hastily;or rather thatitw as don e badly because itw as don e hastily.

The sudden resolution todisarm the Thirty-sev en th on thatThursday aftern oon leftn o
tim e forexplan ation s.If the w hole of the black troops atB en ares hadbeen k n ow n tobe

165
It isnot easy to determ ine the exact period at w hich P onsonby Faye overthe com m and to N eill.From the

officialreportofthe latteritw ould appearto have been done before the S ikhsbroke intom utiny,butP onsonby's
ow n statem entw ould fix the tim e atalaterperiod.T he accountinthe textisthe officialversion ofthetransferof
com m and;butthefact,Ibelieve,isthatN eill,seeingP onsonby ontheground,w entuptohim and said,"General,I
assum ecom m and."S oN eill'sjournal,and oralinform ationofanofficerw hoheardhim say it.

166
T here isno passage in thishistory on ahich m ore care and laborhave been expended than on the above

narrative ofthe disarm ing at Benareson the 4th ofJune.In com piling it Ihave had before m e eyelid detailed
statem entsm ade by officerspresentatthe parade,in eluding afullnarrative w ritten by BrigadierP unsonby,and
furnished to m e by hisw idow ,and the private journalsand lettersofColonelN eill,asw ellashisofficialreports.
ColonelS pottisw oode'sstatem ent ispublished in the P arliam entary R eturn relating to the regim entsthat have
m utinied.T herew asalsoavery clearly w rittennarrativeby EnsignT w eedie(oneoftheyoungofficersw ounded by
the fire ofthe S ikh regim ent),printed in the new spapersofthe day.Besidesthese,Ihave had the advantage of
m uch personalconversationw ith one ofthechiefsurvivingactorsin the scene described,and have received from
hint w ritten answ ersto m o questionson alldoubtfulpoints.shave astrong conviction,therefore,that the story
cannotbem orecorrectly told.
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steepedin sedition tothe lips,an dready foran im m ediate outbreak ,itw ouldhav e been
soun d policy to surprise them ,for on ly by such a course could our little han dful of
w hite soldiers hope to ov erthrow the m ultitude of the en em y.B utw hilstthe reg ular
S epoys w ere on ly suspected, in w hole or in part, of treacherous desig n s, an d the

in ten tion s of the Irreg ularsw ere still doubtful,there hadbeen n othin g in the con ductof
the S ik h reg im en ttocasta doubtupon its fidelity.Itw as an occasion ,in deed,on w hich
k in dly explan ation s an d assuran ces m ig hthav e had the besteffect.B utthere w as n o
tim e for this.W hen itw as triedw ith the Thirty-sev en th,both by the B rig adier an d by
the Colon el, itw as too late;for the European s w ere adv an cin g , an d the pan ic had
com m en ced. A n d w ith the S ik hs itseem s n otto hav e been tried atall. Itw ould,
how ev er,be scarcely justtocastthe burden of blam e on an y in div idual officer.W hat
w as ev il w as the sudden n ess of the resolution todisarm an dthe haste of its execution .

B utthis is said to hav e been a n ecessary ev il.A n d w hilstw e k n ow the w orstthat
actually happen ed,w e don otk n ow the som ethin g w orse thatm ig hthav e resultedfrom
the postpon em en tof the disarm in g parade.Ev en atthe best,itis con ten ded,if the
Thirty-sev en th had been quietly disarm ed,itw ould hav e been sore em barrassm en tto
us tow atch all those disarm edS epoys.Itw ould,in deed,toa g reatexten thav e shutup
our little European force, an d, thus cripplin g its pow ers of action , hav e g reatly
dim in ished our stren g th.M oreov er,itis con ten ded that,in the crisis thathad arisen ,

this stern exam ple,these bloody in struction s,had g reateffectthroug houtthatpartof
the Gan g eticprov in ces,an d,in deed,throug houtthe w hole of the coun try.Itw as m ade
m an ifestthatEuropean m ilitary pow er w as n either dead n or paralyzed.There w as a
beg in n in g of retribution . The w hite troops w ere com in g up from beyon d the seas.
Thoug h few in n um bers atfirst,there w ere thousan ds behin d them ,an d Upper In dia
w ouldsoon be cov eredby ourbattalion s.The m oral effectof this,itw as said,w ouldbe
prodig ious. The m ailed han d of the En g lish con queror w as com in g dow n ag ain
crushin g ly upon the black races.

A n d ev en as reg ards the S ik h corps, itw as said that a larg e proportion of the
reg im en t— the reg im en tfrom L oodhian ah— w ere n otS ik hs,butH in dostan ees;thatthey
w ere the brethren of the reg ularS epoys,an dthatthey hadcom e on toparade w ith their
pieces loaded.This lastfactis n otcon clusiv e ag ain stthem .Itm ay hav e been the result
w holly of un certain ty an dsuspicion .B utO lpherts,w hen he firedupon them ,w as fully
assuredthatthey hadbrok en in toopen m utin y,an dn othin g ev erafterw ards ten dedto

w eak en his orig in al con v iction .Thatthere w as m utin y in the reg im en t— an dm utin y of
the w orstk in d— how ev erlim iteditm ay hav e been ,is certain ;an dif this w ere the first,
it w as far from bein g the last in stan ce of a w hole reg im en t bein g irrev ocably
com prom ised by the m iscon ductof a few S epoys.A n officer,w ith his g un s loaded,in
the presen ce of an ov erw helm in g n um ber of N ativ e soldiers, can n ot draw n ice
distin ction sordisen tan g le the k n otof con flictin g probabilities.H e m ustactaton ce.The
safety of a station ,perhaps of an Em pire,m ay depen dupon the prom ptdischarg e of a
show erof g rape.A n dthe n ation in such an em erg en cy w ill less readily forg iv e him for

doin g toolittle than fordoin g toom uch.
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Com plete as w as the m ilitary success,the dan g er w as n otpassed.The dispersion of a
m ultitude of m utin ous S epoys m ig hthav e been sm all g ain to us in the presen ce of a
rebellious population .If the m alcon ten ts of the city had risen atthis tim e an d m ade

com m on cause w ith the dispersedsoldiery an dw ith theircom rades un derarm s atthe
differen tg uards,they m ig hthav e ov erw helm edourlittle g atherin g of Christian people.
B utthe boun tiful P rov iden ce,in w hich Com m ission er Tuck er had trusted,an d w hich
seem ed to fav or the brav e efforts of Judg e Gubbin s,raised up for us frien ds in this
aw ful crisis,an dthe fury of the m an y w as m ercifully restrain ed.Ithadbeen arran g ed
thatin the ev en tof an outburst, all the Christian n on -com batan ts should betak e
them selv estothe M in t,w hich lay betw een the Can ton m en tan dthe city,asthe buildin g
bestsuited todefen siv e purposes.The rattle of the m usk etry an d the roar of the g un s

from the parade-g roun d proclaim ed thatthe S epoys had risen .There w ere then g reat
alarm an d con fusion .N um bers of our people m ade for the M in t.The m ission aries left
B en ares behin d them , an d set their faces tow ards Ram n ug g ur on their w ay to
Chun ar.167 The civ ilian s,som e w ith theirw iv es an dfam ilies,soug htrefug e,in the first
in stan ce,in the Collector's Cutcherry,ascen din g to the roof of the buildin g ,w here at
leastthey w ere safe from capture.168 B utthere w as a g reatan dreason able fearthatthe
S ik hs of the Treasury-g uard,ren dered furious by the slaug hter of their coun trym en ,

w ould seize the Gov ern m en tcoin ,an d the crow n jew els of their ow n exiled Q ueen ,
w hich w ere stored w ith it,an d w ould then fire the buildin g an d attack our Christian
people w here soev erthey couldbe foun d.

A n d thatthey w ould hav e struck heav ily atus is n otto be doubted,if on e of their
n ation ,a S ik h chief of g oodrepute,hadn otcom e toouraidin the hourof ourg reatest
n eed.This w as the S irdarS oorutS in g h,w ho,afterthe secon dS ik h w ar,hadbeen sen t
toreside atB en ares,in hon orable duran ce,an dw hohadfully appreciatedthe g en erous

treatm en the hadreceiv edfrom the En g lish.H e hadun boun dedcon fiden ce in Gubbin s;
an d w hen the crisis arose, he m an fully shouldered a double-barreled g un an d
accom pan ied his En g lish frien d tothe Cutcherry.P rom ptly an d en erg etically he cam e
forw ardtoaidus,an dby his explan ation s an dpersuasion s soften eddow n the an g erof
the S ik h soldiery,w ho m ig hthav e been excused if they w ere burn in g to av en g e the
blood of their slaug htered com rades.Thus assured an d adm on ished, they n oton ly
abstain ed from all acts of person al v iolen ce,butthey quietly g av e up the Gov ern m en t

treasure an dthe L ahore jew elstothe European s,tobe con v eyedtoa place of safety.169

167
T here w ere som e exceptionsto the generalexodusof the m issionaries. M r. L eupholt,of the Church

M issionary S ociety,seem sto have stood fast in the m ission prem isesw ith hisflock ofN ative Christians.T his
excellentm an afterw ardsrendered good service to the British Governm ent by exerting hisinfluence,w hich w as
considerableintheneighborhood,toobtainsup.pliesforourEuropeantroops.

168
T heCom m issionerw asnotofthisparty.HehadgonetotheM int.

169
T he place ofsafety w asw ithin the strongcellsofthe Artillery Congee-House,w hitherthe treasure w astaken,

by the advice,Ibelieve,ofCaptain O lpherts,w ho had alw aysprotested against the notion ofm aking the sam e
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N or w as this n oble-m in ded S ik h S irdar the on ly frien d w ho rose up to aid us in this
con jun cture.Ev en from thatg reathot-bedof H in dooism ,B rahm in ism itself sen tforth a
staun ch ally an d poten tdeliv erer to be a presen thelp to us in our trouble P un dit

Gok ool Chun d,a hig h-caste B rahm in ,k n ow n toall,respectedby all in B en ares,flun g all
the w eig htof his in fluen ce in to the scales in our fav or. H e w as a serv an tof the
Gov ern m en t— N azir of the Judg e's Court— an d as such in con stan tin tercourse w ith
Gubbin s.H adhe been a Christian g en tlem an ,he couldn othav e striv en ,day an dn ig ht,
m ore ceaselessly an d m ore successfully to succor our people.There w as an other,too,
w ho putforth a protectin g han d, an d w as earn estin his en deav ors to allay the
in quietude of the people. This w as a w ealthy an d in fluen tial H in doo n oble— Rao
D eon arain S in g h— a loyal an ddev otedsubjectof the B ritish Gov ern m en t,a m an of hig h

in tellig en ce an d en lig hten m en t,liberal an d hum an e.N o w ords could exag g erate the
im portan ce of his serv ices.N or w as the titular Rajah of B en ares him self w an tin g in
g oodoffices tothe En g lish.O n the n ig htof that4th of Jun e,he succoredthe m ission ary
fug itiv es,an d,from firsttolast,he placedall his resources atourdisposal,an dseem ed
hon estly tow ish w ell toourcause.Truly,itw ouldhav e g on e ill w ith ourlittle han dful
of Christian people,if Godhadn otraisedupforusin oursorestn eedthese staun ch an d
pow erful frien dsfrom am on g the m ultitude of the H eathen .170

The prom ptaction of S oorutS in g h sav edthe civ ilian satthe Cutcherry.Form an y hours
they rem ain ed there,an xious an d un certain ,calculatin g the chan ces ag ain stthem ,but
resolute tosell theirliv esatthe hig hestprice.B uttw ohoursafterm idn ig hta little party
of En g lish g en tlem en ,headedby Gubbin s,w en tforth in the broadm oon lig httoobtain
the assistan ce of an European g uardfrom the M in ttoescortthitherthe fug itiv es atthe
Cutcherry. A s they w en t, they w ere fired atby som e S epoys; butthey return ed,
un harm ed,w ith the g uard,an d safely con v eyed their com pan ion s to the appoin ted

place of refug e.171 There the hours of m orn in g dark n ess passed aw ay in drear
discom fort,an dday daw n edupon a scen e of m isery an dcon fusion in the M in t.O fficers
an d ladies, m asters an d serv an ts, huddled tog ether, for the m ostparton the roof;
w ithoutm uch respectof person s or reg ard for proprieties of costum e.The European s
w hohad been sen tfor their protection biv ouack ed in the low er room s,m an y of them

buildingavailablebothasarefugeforthew om enandchildrenand astorehouseforthetreasure.M r.T aylor,inhis
officialnarrative,saysthe treasure w astaken to the m agazine.In rew ard forthe fidelity and forbearance ofthe
S ikhs,theCom m issionernextm orningvery properly distributed tenthousandrupeesam ongthem .

170
S eeinAppendix aM em orandum ontheBenaresR ajahs.

171
T hisincident ism ade stillbrighterby au act ofheroism w hich it isapleasure to record.It isthusofficially

narrated: "M essrs. Gubbins,Caulfield,and Deitiom et w ent in abuggy to the M int,and M r. Jenkinson,C.S .,
accom panied then,onhorseback.Astheparty w ascrossingthebridge,M r.Jenkinsonsaw som eam bushed S epoys
aim ing atthe party in the buggy.T here w asno tim e forw arning orforhesitation,and he atonce reined backhis
horse,coveringw ithhisow nbody hiscom panionsindanger.Itw erefareasiertopraisesuchanactthantopraise
itw orthily,andIpraiseitbestby notpraisingitatall."— Mr. Taylor's Official Narrative.
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utterly w orn outw ith the exhaustin g laborsof the day;w hilstoutside in the com poun d,
or en closure, w as a stran g e collection of carriag es, bug g ies, palan quin s, horses,
bullock s, sheep, g oats, an d pack ag es of all sizes an d all k in ds broug htin for the
prov ision in g of the g arrison .

"The tow n is quite quiet," w rote Com m ission er Tuck er to L ord Can n in g on the
follow in g m orn in g ,"in the m idst,"as he said,"of the utm ostn oise an dcon fusion of this
crow ded buildin g ," w hich m ade itdifficultto w rite atall, an d w as altog ether so
distractin g , that, thoug h a m an of g rav e speech, he described it as "such a
P an dem on ium ,thatitw as im possible tothin k ,w rite,or doan ythin g in it."There had
been an alarm in the course of the n ig htof risin g s in the city;forthe M ahom edan s had
hoisted the g reen flag ,butn othin g cam e of the dem on stration .A n d days passed,but

still there w asquietude throug houtB en ares.A ll the circum stan cesof the "S acredCity of
the H in doos" bein g con sidered,itm ustbe a source of w on der,n oton ly thatso little
Christian blood w as shed,butthatthere w as so little resistan ce of an y k in d to the
authority of the B ritish Gov ern m en t.172 "It is quite a m iracle to m e," w rote
Com m ission er Tuck er to the Gov ern or-Gen eral on the 9th of Jun e,"how the city an d
station rem ain perfectly quiet.W e all hav e tosleepatn ig htin the M in t,butn ota house
or bun g alow has been touched, an d durin g the day ev erythin g g oes on m uch as

usual."173 W isely an dv ig orously w asGubbin s n ow doin g hisw ork .

H e had sun k the judg e in the m ag istrate.H is courtw as closed,an d he had tak en the
w eig htof the executiv e upon him .A n d n ow ,partly by the fear,partly by the lov e he
hadin spiredin the hearts of the people,he heldthem in restrain t,an dthe g reatcity lay
hushed ben eath his han d.B utalthoug h there w as extraordin ary repose in the city,in
the surroun din g districts v iolen ce an dan archy arose w ith a sudden n ess thatw as quite

172
U p to thistim e only oneEnglish officer(CaptainGuise)had been killed,and fourw ounded— allon the parade

ofthe 4th ofJune.T he w ounded officersw ere Captain Dodgson,and EnsignsT w eedie,Chapm an,and Hayter.A
letterfrom Captain Dodgson statesthatthe last-nam ed w as"shotby the S ikhsw hen they turned round and fired
upon us."YoungHayterw asshotin both thighs,and had athird w ound below the knee.T he latterw asso painful
that the lim b w asam putated; but he sunk underhissufferings,and died aw eek ortw o afterw ards.T here is
som ething so touching in the briefaccountofthe pooryoung soldier'slastdays,in the letterabove quoted from
Captain Dodgson to M r.T ucker,that Icannot refrain from giving the follow ing extract from it. " He bore his
w oundsw ith the utm ost fortitude,and w hen told that there w asno hope ofrecovery,said he hoped be w as
prepared todie....Iused toread theP rayersfortheS icktohim ,and m any oftheP salm sorhisow nchoosing.T he
lastheselected w asthefifty-first.He gothisoverland lettersw henIw asw ith him ,afew daysbeforehedied,and
kissed them againandagain,and askedm etoreadthem tohim ,w hichIdid,poorboy!"— MS. Correspondence.

173
T hefollow ingcharacteristicpassageintheletterabovequoted oughtnottobew ithheld."Idofirm ly believe,"

w rote M r.T ucker,"that there isaspecialDivine influence at w orkon m en'sm indsto keep them quiet.T he few
Europeansin the M int and round the gunscould do nothing to guard the Cantonm ent; but ofallthe three
m utinousregim entsnot one seem sto have thought ofburning the station or plundering the housesofthe
residents.T here ism uch prayerhere,and Iknow thatm any prayersare offered up forus;and Ifully believe that
they lire accepted atthe T hrone ofGrace,and thatthisisthe cause ofthe quietw e enjoy.Even w ith allthe best
possible arrangem entsthat w e can m ake,there isnothing to prevent the m utineers,w ho are hanging about,or
thecity rabble,from doinganym ischiefthey please,hutthey donotattem ptit."— MS. Correspondence.
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astoun din g .Itw as n otm erely thatthe m utin ous S epoys,han g in g aboutthe adjacen t
v illag es, w ere in citin g others to rebellion (this w as to be expected), but a g reat
m ov em en tfrom w ithin w as beg in n in g to m ak e itself feltupon the surface of rural
society,an dfora w hile all tracesof B ritish rule w ere rapidly disappearin g from the face

of the lan d.In tothe real character an d g en eral sig n ifican ce of this m ov em en tIdon ot
purpose here toin quire.The in v estig ation isan exten siv e on e,an dm ustbe deliberately
un dertak en .Itis en oug h,in this place,tospeak of im m ediate results.The dispersion of
the N ativ e soldiery on the 4th of Jun e w as follow ed alm ostim m ediately by disorder
an d rapin e in the con tig uous coun try.A few days sufficed to sw eep aw ay law an d
order,an dtoproduce a rev olution of property,aston ishin g ev en tothose w how ere best
acquain tedw ith the characteran dtem perof the people."Icouldn ot,"w rote M r.Tuck er
on the 13th,"hav e believ ed thatthe m om en tthe han d of Gov ern m en tw as rem ov ed

there w ould hav e been so sudden a risin g of lan dholders to plun der each other an d
people on the roads.174 A ll the larg e lan dholders an dauction -purchasers are paralyzed
an ddispossessed,theirag en tsbein g frequen tly m urderedan dtheirproperty destroyed.
Toarrestthis n ew dan g er,w hich threaten edtobecom e a g ig an ticon e,ov erw helm in g ,
irrepressible,ourpeople hadn ow toputforth all theirstren g th.

O n the 9th the Gov ern m en tof In dia caused M artial L aw to be proclaim ed in the

div ision s of B en ares an d A llahabad.O n the sam e day,M r.Tuck er,n otk n ow in g that
already the L eg islature had prov ided the extraordin ary pow ers w hich he soug ht--n ay,
ev en m ore than he soug ht175— w rote to the Gov ern or-Gen eral, sug g estin g thathe
shouldplace the B en ares div ision "beyon dthe reach of Reg ulation L aw ,an dg iv e ev ery
civ il officer,hav in g the full pow erof m ag istrate,the pow erof life an ddeath.""Iw ould
prefer this toM artial L aw ,"he added,"as Idon otthin k the g reater proportion of the
m ilitary can be en trusted w ith the pow er of life an d death. The atrocious m urders
w hich hav e tak en place hav e rousedthe En g lish blood,an da v ery slig htcircum stan ce

w ould cause N ativ es tobe shotor hun g .Iw ould,therefore,m uch prefer retain in g the
pow ers in the han ds of those w ho hav e been accustom ed to w eig h an d to v alue
ev iden ce. N o civ ilian is lik ely to order a m an to be executed w ithoutreally g ood
cause."176

Tim e soon exploded the error con tain ed in these last w ords. B ut the B en ares
Com m ission er,thoug h a little blin ded by class prejudice,w as rig htw hen he w rote

aboutthe hotEn g lish blood,w hich forbade the judg m en tof a cool brain .A lready our
m ilitary officers w ere hun tin g dow n crim in als of all k in ds,an dhan g in g them up w ith
aslittle com pun ction as

174
"T heN ativeideanow is,"heoff,andthatitisevery m anforadded,"thatBritishrulehasslipped him self."

175
T heAct,ofw hichasum m ary hasbeengiven(Bookiv.chap.iv.),thoughpassedonthe30thofM ay,didnot

receivethesanctionoftheGovernor-Generalbeforethe8thofJune.

176
MS. Correspondence.
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thoug h they had been pariah-dog s or jack als, or v erm in of a baser k in d. O n e
con tem porary w riterhas recordedthat,on the m orn in g afterthe disarm in g parade,the
firstthin g he saw from the M in tw as a "row of g allow ses." A few days afterw ards

m ilitary courts orcom m ission s w ere sittin g daily,an dsen ten cin g oldan dyoun g tobe
han g edw ith in discrim in ate ferocity.These execution s hav e been describedas "Colon el
N eill's han g in g s."B utN eill leftB en ares fourorfiv e days afterthe outbreak ,an ditdid
n otdev olv e on him to con firm the sen ten ces, of w hich I hav e heard the stron g est
reprobation . O n on e occasion , som e youn g boys, w ho, perhaps, in m ere sporthad
flaun ted rebel colors an d g on e aboutbeatin g tom -tom s,w ere tried an d sen ten ced to
death.O n e of the officerscom posin g the court,a m an un sparin g before an en em y un der
arm s,butcom passion ate,as all brav e m en are,tow ards the w eak an d helpless,w en t

w ith tears in his eyes tothe com m an din g officer,im plorin g him torem itthe sen ten ce
passed ag ain stthese juv en ile offen ders,butw ith little effecton the side of m ercy.177

A n dw hatw as don e w ith som e show of form ality,eitherof m ilitary orof crim in al law ,
w as as n othin g ,I fear,w eig hed ag ain stw hatw as don e w ithoutan y form ality atall.
V olun teer han g in g parties w en toutin to the districts,an d am ateur execution ers w ere
n otw an tin g tothe occasion .O n e g en tlem an boastedof the n um bers he hadfin ishedoff
quite "in an artisticm an n er,"w ith m an g o-trees forg ibbets an delephan ts fordrops,the

v ictim sof thisw ildjustice bein g strun g up,asthoug h forpastim e, in "the form of a
fig ure of eig ht."

This,itistobe presum ed,w asthe M artial L aw ,of w hich such g raphicdetailshav e been
g iv en by con tem porary w riters,w ithouta prev ision of publicity.178 B utthe A cts of the
L eg islativ e Coun cil,un derthe stron g han dof the Executiv e,fedthe g allow s w ith equal
prodig ality,thoug h,Ibeliev e,w ith g reaterdiscrim in ation .Itw as a special im m un ity of
this B en ares m utin y thatthe prison -g ates w ere n otthrow n open ,an d the city delug ed

w ith a flood of con v icted crim e.The in m ates of the g aol rem ain ed in their appoin ted
places. B utev en this had its atten dan tev ils. For as crim e in creased, as in crease it
n ecessarily did,prison -room w asw an ted,an dw asn ottobe foun d.The g reatreceptacle
of the crim in al classes w as g org ed to ov erflow in g .The g uilty could n otbe suffered
w holly toescape.S othe Gibbetdisposedof the hig herclassof m alefactors,an dthe L ash
scored the back s of the low er,an d sen tthem afloatag ain on the w av es of tum ultan d
disorder.B ut,sev ere as Gubbin s w as w hen the crisis w as atits heig ht,he restrain edhis

han d w hen the w orsthad passed,an d ithad ceased to be an expedien tof m ercy to
strik e in to the hearts of the people thatterror, w hich dim in ishes crim e an d all its
pun itory con sequen ces.

177
T he generalreader,how ever,m ustnotcalculate yearsin such acase asthey w ould be calculated in Europe.

W hat,estim ated by years,isaboy in England isam an in India— ahusband,afather,w ith allthe full-grow n
passionsofm aturity — and anequalsenseofpersonalindependenceandresponsibility.

178
S ee especially aletter,w ritten by aprivate ofthe S eventy-eighth Highlanders,w hich w aspublished in the

T im es,andquoted atsom elengthby M r.M ontgom ery M artin.
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M ean w hile, other sources of an xiety w ere dev elopin g them selv es in m ore rem ote
places.O n e in ciden tm usthe n arratedhere asim m ediately con n ectedw ith the outbreak
of the 4th of Jun e.The story of the L oodhian ah reg im en tof S ik hshasn otyetbeen fully

told.There w as a detachm en tof itatJaun pore,a civ il station ,som e forty m iles from
B en ares.W hen n ew s arriv ed on the 5th of Jun e thatthe Thirty-sev en th had rev olted,
an dw ere pourin g in tothe district,they m ade dem on stration s of fidelity totheirB ritish
officers;butw hen latertidin g s cam e thatthe head-quarters of theirow n reg im en thad
been firedon by the European s,they rose aton ce in open m utin y.L ieuten an tM ara,the
officercom m an din g them ,w asshotdow n .M r.Cuppag e,join t-m ag istrate,on hisw ay to
the g aol, shared the sam e fate. The Treasury w as plun dered. A n d all surv iv in g
European s,after a hum iliatin g surren der of their arm s,w ere driv en to seek safety in

flig ht.B ritish g ov ern m en tw as expun g ed,as ithad been atA zirn g urh,an d its chief
represen tativ es w ere g lad to fin d a hidin g -place for them selv es in quarters w hich,a
little tim e before,their fiatcouldhav e sw eptaw ay lik e sum m er dust.Then the station
w as g iv en uptoplun der;an dthe m utin y of a few S ik h m ercen aries g rew in toa g en eral
in surrection of the people. The houses of the En g lish w ere g utted an d burn t. The
soldiery,burden ed w ith m on ey-bag s,hav in g g on e off tow ards O ude,the plun der of
"the Treasury w as com pletedby decrepitoldw om en an dw retchedlittle boys,w hohad

n ev erseen a rupee in theirliv es."179 A n dall ov erthe district,the state of thin g s,broug ht
aboutby oursettlem en toperation s an dourlaw courts,disappearedlik e the burstin g of
a bubble.The v ery presen ce of ourfug itiv e people,thoug h pow erless an dforlorn ,w as
an offen ce an dan abom in ation tothe n ow -dom in an tclass,w hodrov e them from their
san ctuary in the house of a frien dly Rajah to tak e refug e in an in dig o factory.A n d it
becam e on e of the B en ares Com m ission er's g reatestcares to rescue M r.Fan e an d his
com pan ion s from the dan g ers w hich then besetthem .H av in g discov ered their abode,
he sen tout"a party of European san dv olun teerstobrin g them in toB en ares."180

Troops w ere n ow com in g up ev ery day from below .B en ares w as safe.O ther station s
w ere tobe sav ed.The bestserv ice thatcouldbe ren dered tothe S tate w as the prom pt
dispatch of rein forcem en ts to the upper coun try— an d m ostof all to A llahabad an d
Caw n pore.This serv ice w as en trusted to M r.A rchibald P ollock .181 True to his g reat

179
Mr. Taylor's official narrative.T hew riteradds:"inthedistrictnotasem blanceofauthority w aslefttoanyone.

T hose w ho had lost theirestatesunderourrule thought thisagood tim e to regain them ; those w ho had not,
thought that they could m ake alittle profit by plundering theirw eakerneighbors;the bolderspiritsthought to
secure m ore brilliant advantagesby intercourse w ith the rebelpow ersin O ude." In no otherdistrict,M r.T aylor
observes,w ere"auctionpurchasersm ore num erous,old Zem indarsm ore pow erful,orthepresentlandholderson
w orseterm sam ongthem selves."

180
M r.T uckertoL ord Canning,June9th.Inthisletterthefugitivesaresaid tohaveconsisted ofsixteenm en,five

ladies,andelevenchildren.

181
T heyoungestsonofGeneralS irGeorgeP ollock.Hew asthenjoint-m agistrateofBenares.
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historical n am e,he threw him self in tothe w ork w ith an am oun tof en erg y an dactiv ity
w hich bore the bestfruits.

Ev ery k in dof av ailable con v eyan ce w as pick ed up an d turn edprom ptly toaccoun tin

the furtheran ce of the eag erly look ed for European s, w hose appearan ce w as ev er
w elcom ed by our peril-g irtpeople as a g reatdeliv eran ce.N or w as w an tof sufficien t
con v eyan ce the on ly difficulty to be ov ercom e.There w as a w an tof prov ision s for
European s,especially of flouran druin ;an dM r.Tuck erw rote eag erly toL ordCan n in g
tosen dupcom m issariatstores of ev ery k in dforthe soldiery,"as European n ecessaries
are n otto be had here in an y quan tity." H e w as v ery eag er atthis tim e to sav e the
treasure in n eig hbourin g civ il station s alon g the m ain lin e, as M irzapore an d
Ghazepore,an d he sen tparties of European s by steam er to brin g itoff in safety to

B en ares.Itw as,m oreov er,a g reatobjecttok eepthe w hite troopsin m otion ,an dthus to
display European stren g th,firstaton e poin t,then atan other,an dby m ean s of a few to
m ak e an appearan ce of m an y,as in a m im ictheatre of w ar.A ton ce tohav e recov ered
A zim g urh an d Jaun pore,from w hich w e had been so ig n om in iously expelled,w ould
hav e been a g reatstrok e;an dthe Com m ission erw rote toL ordCan n in g ,sayin g thatif
the Gov ern m en tw ouldallow him todiv erttw ohun dredEuropean s from the m ain lin e
of operation s,the m ag istrates an d other civ il officers m ig htreturn to their pests,an d

B ritish authority m ig htbe re-established. B uttroops could n otbe spared for the
purpose,an ditw as lefttoan otherday an dtootherm ean s,w hereof due recordw ill be
m ade hereafter,toprov e tothe people of those districts thatthe En g lish had n otbeen
sw eptoutof the lan d.The n arrativ e m ustn ow follow the upw ardlin e of the Gan g es to
the n extg reatcity of n ote.

A boutsev en ty m iles beyon d B en ares,atthe con fluen ce of the Gan g es an d the Jum n a,
lies the city of A llahabad.Ithas n on e of thatw ealth of structural beauty w hich ren ders

B en ares sofam ous am on g the cities of the East.Its attraction s are deriv edchiefly from
its position ,atthe extrem e poin torprom on tory of the D oab,form edby the m eetin g of
the w aters.The broad riv ers rushin g dow n tow ards the sea,an d m in g lin g as they g o
their stream s of v aried color an d v aried m otion — the on e of yellow -brow n thick an d
turbid,the other blue,clear,an d spark lin g 182 — the g reen ban k s betw een w hich they
flow ,the rich cultiv ation of the in n er coun try dotted w ith g rov es an d v illag es,m ak e a
lan dscape pleasan ttothe eye.B utthe tow n itself,prin cipally situatedon the Jum n a,has

182
Historiansand poetsalike delightto describe them eetingofthe w aters."T he half-m odernized fortress,"says

T rotter,"looksgrandly dow n on the m eeting ofthe clearerJum naw ith the yellow w atersofthe broad Ganges"
(History of the British Empire in India);W aterfield (Indian Ballads)singsof"thesistersblueand brow n;"and again,
"W hereYam unaleapsblue toGanga'sarm s."And Bholonauth Chunder(Travels of a Hindoo),w ritingin prose,but
scarcely lesspoetically,says: "T he spot w here the S isterN yadees(Greek N yades) m eet m akesam agnificent
prospect.T he Gangeshasaturbid,m uddy current — the Jum na,asparkling stream .Each at,first triesto keep
itselfdistinct,till,happy tom eetafteralongparting,they runintoeachother'sem brace,and,losingthem selvesin
one,flow in acom m on stream .T he Gangesstrikesthe fancy asm ore m atronly ofthe tw o — the Jum naagayer,
youthfulsister."
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little to com m an d adm iration .Ithas been called in derision by n ativ es of H in dostan ,
"Fuk eerabad,"or the city of beg g ars;butthe Fort,w hich tow ers abov e it,m assiv e an d
sublim e,w ith the stren g th of m an y ag es in its solid m ason ry,im parts peculiardig n ity
to the place.In stin ctw ith the historical tradition s of the tw o elder dyn asties,ithad

g athered n ew pow er from the han ds of the En g lish con queror, an d, g arrison ed by
E n g lish troops,m ig htalm osthav e defiedthe w orld.

Itw ould be difficultto exag g erate the m ilitary im portan ce of the situation atthe
jun ction of the tw o riv ers,com m an din g ,as itdoes,the g reatfluv ial thoroug hfare of
H in dostan ,an dalsothe hig h roadby lan dfrom the Uppertothe L ow erP rov in ces.B oth
in a strateg ical an dpolitical sen se,its security hadev er been of g reatm om en t;butthe
recen tacquisition of O ude hadren dereditstill m ore essen tial thatitshouldbe safely in

han d. In this pow erful fortress of A llahabad w as an arsen al stored w ith all the
m un ition s of w ar,an d an array of g un s in position com m an din g the approaches from
the coun try below .A n d their possession by the en em y w ould hav e been a disaster
beyon dcom pare.S om e tim e before,S irJam es O utram hadsug g estedtoL ordCan n in g
the expedien cy of adoptin g m easures for the g reater security of A llahabad,an d had
w arn edhim of the,atleastpossible,dan g erof such a m ischan ce befallin g us.183 Idon ot
k n ow w hetherthese w arn in g sw ere rem em bered— w arn in g safterw ardsrepeatedm ost

em phatically by S ir H en ry L aw ren ce;butthere w as n o place to w hich L ord Can n in g
turn ed his thoug hts w ith g reater an xiety an d alarm — n o place to w hich he w as m ore
eag ertosen drelief in the shape of European troops.

Tidin g sof the g reatdisasteratM eerutreachedA llahabadon the 12th of M ay,an da few
days after-w ards cam e the story of the prog ress of the rebellion ,an dthe restoration of
the M og ul Em perors of D elhi.A tthe beg in n in g of M ay,the force posted atA llahabad
con sisted of a sin g le S epoy reg im en t, the S ixth, un der the com m an d of Colon el

S im pson ,w hich hadm archedin from Jum m alpore atthe latteren dof M arch,reliev in g
the Elev en th,un derColon el Fin n es.B uton the 9th,a w in g of the Ferozpore Reg im en tof
S ik hs had arriv ed from M irzapore;an d ten days later tw o troops of O ude Irreg ular
H orse cam e in ,un der orders from S ir H en ry L aw ren ce,toplace them selv es un der the
civ il authorities. S hortly afterw ards sixty European in v alids w ere broug htin from
Chun ar.The bulk of the N ativ e troops occupied their L in es in the Can ton m en t,w hich
lay ata distan ce of tw oorthree m ilesfrom the Fortbetw een the tw og reatriv ers.

D etachm en ts w ere postedin the Fort.The prin cipal civ il officers w ere M r.Chester,the
com m ission er,an dM r.Court,the m ag istrate— both m en of courag e an dresolution ,n ot
easily shak en ordisturbed.They an dthe otherciv ilian s,as w ell as the m ilitary officers,

183
"Im yselfam m ore shocked than surprised," he w rote from Baghdad to the Chairm an ofthe East India

Com pany,onfirsthearingoftheoutbreak,"forIhavelungdreaded som ethingofthesort;and you m ay recollectI
told you ofthe w arning that Igave to L ord Canning w hen Iw aslast at Calcutta.and suggested that m easures
should beadoptedforthebettersecurity ofAllahabad."— June 8, 1857. MS
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dw eltin com fortable an d pleasan tg arden -houses in the European station ,w ithoutan
an xiousthoug htof the future todisturb them .

In the eyes of the com m an din g officer,an d,in deed,of ev ery E n g lishm an w ho held a

com m ission un der him , the S ixth w as true to the core, an d w as thoroug hly to be
trusted.Itw as on e of those reg im en ts in w hich the officers look ed lov in g ly on their
soldiers as on theirchildren ;caredfortheircom forts,prom otedtheiram usem en ts,an d
liv ed am on g stthem as com rades.They had don e som uch for their m en ,an d seen so
m an y in dication s of w hatatleastsim ulatedg ratitude an daffection ,thatitw ouldhav e
been totheirdiscreditif they hadm istrusteda reg im en tw hich hadsuch g oodreason to
be faithful tothe En g lish g en tlem en w hohadtreatedthem w ith the k in dn essof paren ts.
B utthe civ il officers,w hohadn on e of the association s an dthe sym pathies w hich m ade

the cen turion s of the S ixth Reg im en tev erw illin g toplace theirliv es in the han ds of the
n ativ e soldiery,saw ev eryw here g roun ds of suspicion an d causes of alarm .There w as
ev iden tly a w ide-spreadfeelin g of m istrustboth in the City an din the Can ton m en t.184

A ll k in ds of v ag ue reports w ere in the air.W hetherthe disturbin g faith hadg row n up
spon tan eously in the m in ds of the N ativ es, or w hether the g reat lie had been
m aliciously propag atedby activ e em issaries of ev il,itw as believ ed thata heav y blow
w as to be struck atthe relig ion of the people.185 A ton e tim e itw as reported thatthe

En g lish haddeterm in edtoserv e out,the g reasedcartridg eson a g iv en day,an dthatthe
reg im en tw ouldbe paradedon the g lacis of the Fort,in a position com m an dedby our
g un s,an dblow n in tothe airif they disobeyedorders.Then itw as saidthatthe S epoys
haddeterm in edtoprev en tthe treasure bein g m ov edin tothe Fort;186 an dag ain ,thatthe
S ik hs w ere con spirin g w ith the N ativ e In fan try for a join tattack upon the En g lish.A t
the sam e tim e,the price of g rain an dof otherk in ds of foodrose in the m ark et,an dthe
com m on feelin g of disquietude w as en han ced by the discon ten toccasion ed by the
dearn essof prov ision s,w hich w asalw aysattributedtothe ag en cy of the En g lish.

184
M r.W illock,jointm agistrate,saysin hisofficialreport,"Aseach day passed som e fresh rum orw ascirculated

regarding the state ofpublic feeling in the city.Agentsofthe rebelleadersw ere evidently busy poisoning the
m indsofthepeople....T heBazaarw asclosed,anditw asvery evidentthatanoutbreakinthecity w ouldfollow an
&cute ofthe soldiery.T he m en ofthe city w arned the m agistrate against the infidelity ofthe S epoys,and the
S epoyscautioned theirofficersagainst the city people,protesting against the talesthat had been circulated of
theirlukew arm nesstow ardsGovernm ent."

185
I have rem arked,and w ith m uch uniform ity of observation,that these m onstrousreportsof "forcible

conversion,"ordestructionofcaste,w erem ostrifew heretheM aham edanpopulationw asthedensest.Allahabad
contained anunusualnum berofM ussulm ans,w hilst.inBenarestherew asagreatpreponderanceofHindoos;but
thesereportsappeartohavebeencirculatedm orefreely intheform erthaninthelattercity.

186
Itw assaid thatthisoughtto have opened the eyesofColonelS im pson to the realstate ofhiscorps.Butthe

fact is,that the circum stance referred to in the text w asnothing m ore than an alleged conversation betw een a
N ative officerofthe IrregularCavalry and anotherofthe S ixth.T he form erw assaid to have asked w hetherthe
S ixth w ould allow the treasure to be rem oved,and the latterto have answ ered,"S om e ofthem w ould not until
they had received theirarrearsofpay.""T his,"saysColonelS im pson,"w asim m ediately reported to the Adjutant,
w ho did not credit it.O n the 23rd Im ade poorP lunkett and S tew art inquire into the business,and the latter
reported tom etherew asnotruthinit,astheN ativeofficerandm enoftheS ixthguarddeniedtheaccusation."
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In this state of un certain ty, Colon el S im pson proposed to betak e him self w ith his
reg im en tto the Fort. This m ov em en tw as stren uously opposed by M r. Court, the
m ag istrate, an d the projectw as aban don ed. O n the sam e ev en in g a coun cil of the

leadin g civ il an dm ilitary officers w as held,an ditw as determ in edthatthe w om en an d
children on ly shouldbe rem ov edn extm orn in g in tothe Fort.B utn extm orn in g ,before
daybreak ,there w as a chan g e of plan .The order,w hich had decreed that"n o (adult)
m ale should be allow ed to en ter the Fort," w as can celled, in spite of Court's
rem on stran ce's,an d tw o hours before n oon "there w as a reg ular flig htto the Fortof
m en ,w om en ,an dchildren ,carryin g w ith them all the property they could."187 B utlater
in the day the en erg y of the m ag istrate prev ailed,an dthe n on -m ilitary m em bers of the
com m un ity w ere en rolled in to a v olun teer g uard, to patrol the city an d station ,

accom pan iedby som e m oun tedpolice.

A s the m on th w ore on to its close, appearan ces seem ed rather to im prov e. S om e
apprehen sion s had been en tertain ed lestthe g reatM ahom edan festiv al of the Eed,

w hich w as to be celebrated on the 25th, should stir all the in flam m atory m aterials
g athered tog ether in A llahabad in to a blaze.The day,how ev er,passed ov er w ithout
an y disturban ce; an d ata parade held in the ev en in g , tw o S epoys, w ho, on the

precedin g day,had g iv en up a couple of M ehw attees,charg ed w ith tam perin g w ith
their fidelity,w ere publicly prom oted.188 B utthis spasm of en erg y seem s tohav e been
desig n edon ly tothrow dustin tothe eyes of the authorities.Itis statedthat,atthe v ery
sam e tim e, they w ere in trig uin g w ith the O ude Cav alry. P erhaps the arrestw as
desig n ed to irritate the m in ds of the people of the city. If so, itw as a successful
m ov em en t;foritw as soon n oisedabroadthata rescue w ouldbe attem pted,an dsothe
prison ersw ere rem ov edtothe Fort.

A fterthis there w ere outw ardquietude an dsecurity,foralthoug h w ith the n ew m on th
there arose in creasedexcitem en tin the city,still m ore fav orable appearan ces presen ted
them selv es in the can ton m en t.The S epoys of the S ixth,seem in g ly n otsatisfiedw ith the
laten tloyalty of quiescen ce,quick en edin toen erg y an d en thusiasm ,an d dem an ded to

187
O fficialR eportofM r.FendallT hom pson,officiatingm agistrate.ColonelS im pson,in anarrative ofeventsw ith

w hichhehasfurnishedm e,says,"O nthe23rd ofM ay,theladies,children,and non-m ilitary w ereordered intothe
Fortforsecurity,inconsequenceofthevariousreportsreceived by them agistrateregardingtheunsettled stateof
thecity ofAllahabad,aggravated by thehighpriceofgrain."Itm ightbegathered from thisthatthem agistratehad
approved ofthe rem ovalto the Fort ofthe non-m ilitary m ales,w hereasthe officialreport statesthat he had in
reality protestedagainstit.ColonelS im pson,how ever,says,inanotherm em orandum ,that"anoticetothiseffect"
(i.e.the rem ovalof"ladies,children,and non-m ilitary")"w ascirculated by the m agistrate throughoutthe station,
and regim entally by tw oofsow ars."ColonelS im psonsaysthatitw assignedbothby him selfand Court.

188
S irJohnM alcolm w ritesoftheM ehw attees,that,"althoughusually reckonedM ahom edans,itisdifficulttosay

w hetherthey are M ahom edansorHindoos;they partake ofboth religions,and are the m ostdesperate roguesin
India. T hey are turbulent,vindictive,cunning,cruel,robbers,m urderers,and assassins— yet they are faithful,
undauntedguardsandservantstothosew hosenimuk (salt)they eat."— Malwa Report, p. 578, note.
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be ledag ain stthe rebels of D elhi.N ew s of theirn oble offerw as prom ptly teleg raphed
toCalcutta,an dL ordCan n in g sen tback by the w ires a cordial expression of the than k s
of Gov ern m en t.B utto the civ ilian s atleastitw as apparen tthatthe dan g er w as n ot
passed,forev ery day the excitem en tbecam e g reaterin the city.

A ffairs w ere in this state w hen n ew s cam e from B en ares thatthe S epoys station edthere
had risen in rev olt, an d thatthey had been dispersed by N eill's European s. The
teleg raph broug htthe firsttidin g s toS im pson ,w ho,asan in itial m easure of precaution ,
issuedorders thatthe g ates of the Fortshouldbe closedn ig htan dday,an dn oon e,of
w hatsoev ercoloror creed,adm ittedw ithouta passport.189 The n extstep w as tog uard
the approaches to A llahabad. The road from B en ares ran on the other side of the
Gan g es,w hich w ascrossedby a bridg e of boatsata poin tn early opposite tothe Fort,to

the suburb of D araog un j.Itseem ed tobe socertain thatthe B en ares m utin eers w ould
m ak e for A llahabad,that,on a requisition of the M ag istrate,a Com pan y of the S ixth
w as sen t,w ith tw og un s,todefen d the bridg e by w hich the passag e of the riv er m ust
hav e been m ade.A tthe sam e tim e,a detachm en tof the O ude Irreg ular Cav alry w as
posted on an open space betw een the bridg e-head an d the can ton m en t, so as to
com m an dall the approaches tothe latter.A n dn oon e then seem edtodoubtthatthose
N ativ e g uards w oulddefen d the bridg e an dthe station as staun chly an d as truly as if

the in surg en tshadbeen people of otherracesan dothercreeds.

Itw ill,perhaps,n ev erbe k n ow n tothe full satisfaction of the historical in quirerw hether
the S ixth Reg im en tw as saturated w ith thatdeepesttreachery w hich sim ulates fidelity
for a tim e,in order thatitm ay fall w ith m ore destructiv e force on its un suspectin g
v ictim , or w hether ithad been , throug houtthe m on th of M ay, in thatun certain ,
w av erin g con dition w hich up to the m om en tof the fin al outbursthas n o determ in ed
plan of operation s.The officers of the reg im en tbeliev edthatthe m en w ere staun ch to

the core.O utw ardly,there w ere n oin dication s of hostility.B utw hen n ew s cam e that
the N ativ e reg im en ts atB en ares had risen ,an d thatthe European s had fallen upon
them ,the lon g -abidin g v acillation rose in torobustresolution ,an dthe reg im en tsprun g ,
as itw ere,in a m om en tupon its prey.W hetheritw as in a w ildpan icof fear,believ in g
thatN eill an d the European s w ould soon be upon them ,or w hether in the belief that
the tim e foraction hadn ow com e,asthey w ouldprobably soon be join edby the S epoys
from B en ares,the ev en in g of the 6th of Jun e foun dthem ripe foran y deedof v iolen ce.

B utev en as the sun w as settin g on thatday — the lastsun thatev erw as tosetupon this
m odel reg im en t— there w as un brok en faith in its fidelity.The w arn in g v oice,how ev er,
w as n otsilen t.The A djutan tof the S ixth receiv ed a letter from a n on -com m ission ed

189
"From thisperiod(M ay 25)untilthe4thofJunem oreorlessexcitem entprevailedinthecity ofAllahabad,and

onthatdatethem utiny atBenarestookplace,and w asreported tom eby telegraphicw ire.O nthesam eeveningI
ordered theFortGatestobeclosed,day and night,and neitherEuropeannorN ativew asallow ed ingressoregress
w ithout apass,so asm ore particularly to guard against any tam perersfrom Benaresor from the city of
Allahabad."— Memorandum by Colonel Simpson. MS.
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officer of the reg im en t, tellin g him thatthe n ew s from B en ares had caused m uch
excitem en tin the L in es.The A djutan ttook the lettertothe Colon el.B utS im pson could
n otadm itthatan ythin g w as w ron g .H e added,how ev er,thatatthe sun setparade,
w hich w astobe heldforthe prom ulg ation of the than k s of the Gov ern or-Gen eral tothe

reg im en t,the tem perof the m en w ouldbe clearly ascertain ed.

The parade w as held. The than k s of the Gov ern or-Gen eral w ere read. The
Com m ission er,w hohadatten dedatthe requestof the Colon el,addressedthe reg im en t
in H in dostan ee,praisin g them forthe loyalty they hadev in ced.The S epoysappearedto
be in the hig hestspirits;an d they sen tup a rin g in g cheer in respon se to the stirrin g
w ords.W hen the parade w as ov er,the officers,forthe m ostpart,rode orw alk edtothe
M ess.W ith Colon el S im pson rode Captain P lun k ett— an officer of the S ixth,w hohad

serv edform ore than tw en ty yearsw ith the reg im en t.

H e spok e w ith delig htof the pride he feltin its n oble con duct,an d his faith in its
en durin g fidelity.Thus con v ersin g they rode to the M ess-house,w here other officers
had assem bled,an d w ere discussin g the ev en ts of the day.A m on g them w as Captain
B irch,the Fort-A djutan t,w ho besoug htthe Colon el to recall the g un s posted atthe
B ridg e of B oats an d to postthem in the Fort,w here they w ere m ore n eeded.To this,

S im pson esteem in g the Forttobe his firstcharg e,an dhav in g been w arn edn ottotrust
the S ik hs,of w hom the g arrison m ain ly con sisted,g av e his con sen t;an d orders w en t
forth fortheirrecall.190

There w as a g oodly g atherin g in the M ess-house,for the n um ber of officers had been
recen tly in creasedby the arriv al of a party of youn g cadets,w hohadbeen orderedtodo
duty w ith the S ixth— m ere boys,w ith the roses of En g lan d on their cheek s an d the
k isses of theirm others still fresh upon theirlips.W ithoutan y sen se of ills tocom e,old

an dyoun g took theirplacesatthe din n er-table in perfectseren ity of m in d.There w asat
leaston e faithful reg im en tin the serv ice!The civ ilian s,equally assured,w en ttotheir
houses an ddin ed;an ddidas w as theirw on tin the ev en in g ,w rappedthem selv es upin
early slum ber,or k eptthem selv es aw ak e w ith the excitem en tof cards.S om e,in deed,
w hohadsleptin the Forton the precedin g n ig ht,w ere n ow ag ain in theirow n hom es.
O n n oev en in g ,perhaps,sin ce the firststartlin g n ew shadcom e from D elhian dM eerut,
had there been so little trepidation — so little excitem en t.B utaboutn in e o'clock the

w hole European com m un ity of A llahabad w ere startled by the soun d of a bug le-call
an n oun cin g the alarm .The Colon el had leftthe M ess,an d w as w alk in g hom ew ards,
w hen the un expectedsoun dsm ote upon his ears an durg edhim on w ardtohis house,
w here he calledfor his horse,m oun ted,an drode for the quarter-g uard.Thither m an y
other officers had repaired on the firstsoun d of the bug le-n otes.The truth w as soon
apparen ttothem .The faithful S ixth hadrev olted.

190
T hese w arningscam e from S irHenry L aw rence atL ucknow and S irHugh W heeleratCaw npore.S im pson w as

advisednottotrusttheS ikhs,andtom antheFortw ithalltheEuropeansavailableatAllahabad.
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The story w as this:The detachm en tsen ttodefen dthe B ridg e hadbeen the firsttorise,
as ithad been firsttolearn how the g un s had been turn ed upon the N ativ e troops at
B en ares,an d w hilstS im pson w ith his officers w as din in g com fortably atthe M ess-

house,the orders,w hich he had dispatched for the w ithdraw al of the A rtillery from
D araog un j, had been stern ly resisted. The S epoy Guard, told off as an escort, rose
ag ain stthe A rtillery-officer,L ieuten an tH arw ard,an ddeclaredthatthe g un s shouldbe
tak en n ottothe Fort,buttothe Can ton m en t;an dthe restof the detachm en tturn edout,
arm edan daccoutered,toen force the dem an d.True tothe n oble reg im en ttow hich he
belon g ed,H arw ardhasten edtothe postof the O ude Irreg ulars,w hich lay betw een the
B ridg e-head an d the Can ton m en t,to brin g up succors to ov eraw e the S epoys an d to
sav e the g un s.The Irreg ulars w ere com m an ded by L ieuten an tA lexan der— a youn g

officerof the hig hestprom ise— w hoaton ce respon dedtoH arw ard's call,an dordered
outhis m en .Tardily an d sulk ily they preten ded toobey.W hilstthey w ere form in g ,a
hastily-w ritten n ote w as dispatched by H arw ard to the Fort.The soun d of the g un s,
g ratin g alon g the roadtoCan ton m en ts,w asdistin ctly heard;an dthe Irreg ulars,headed
by A lexan der an d accom pan ied by H arw ard,w hom the form er had m oun ted on a
spare horse,then rode outtoin terceptthe m utin eers.

They soon cam e upon the party,un derthe broadlig htof the m oon ;butw hen the order
w as g iv en to charg e the g un s, an d the En g lish officers dashed atthem , on ly three
troopers respon ded to the stirrin g sum m on s. The restfratern ized w ith the en em y.
A lexan der,ashe rode forw ardan dw asrisin g in his stirrupstostrik e,w asshotthroug h
the heart, an d H arw ard n arrow ly escaped w ith his life.191 The m utin eers, w ho had
before sen touttw oof theirparty tow arn theircom rades,an dhad,itis stated,sen tup
sig n al rock ets, n ow m arched w ith the g un s to the L in es, an d w hen their colon el
appearedon parade,the w hole reg im en tw asin the throesof rebellion .

Itw as then toolate forthe v oice of authority toov eraw e ortopersuade.S im pson saw
thatthere w as g reatexcitem en ton the parade-g roun d. S om e of his officers w ere
com m an din g their m en to fall in ,butthere w as little appearan ce of obedien ce.A n d
w hen he rode up toin quire w hy the g un s hadbeen broug hton parade,tw oS epoys of
the Guard replied by firin g upon him .Expostulation w as v ain .A v olley of m usk etry
respon dedtohis w ords;an dhe saw thatev eryw here on the parade-g roun dthe S epoys

w ere shootin g dow n their officers.S eein g thatthere w as n ohope of sav in g the colors,
he then rode tothe leftof the L in es,w here som e m en of the L ig htCom pan y,in w hom
there still seem ed to be a feelin g of com pun ction , if n otof reg ard for their chief,
clustered,un arm edan dun accoun ted,roun dhis horse,an dbesoug hthim toride forhis
life tothe Fort.H opin g still tosav e the Treasury,he rode,accom pan ied by L ieuten an t

191
"Duringthenight,thefew Irregularsw hohadrem ained staunchcam ein,bringingw iththem thebody oftheir

officer,L ieutenantAlexander,w hohadbeenshot,asbeforerelated.Hisbody borew itnesstothem adcruelty of
hisenem ies,forbesidestheshotinhisbreast,w hichkilledhim ,w eresabre-cutsalloverhisheadandface."— Mr.
Thompsons Report.
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Currie,in the direction of thatbuildin g ,butfiredupon from all sides,he soon saw that
the case w as hopeless.192 H e hadn ow w ell n ig h run the g aun tletof dan g er,an dthoug h
a ball had g razed his helm et,he had prov iden tially escaped;butopposite the M ess-
house,as he g allopedtow ards the Fort,the Guardform edin lin e atthe g ate an dfired

upon him .A m usk et-ball took effecton hishorse;butS im pson w as still un hurt,sav e by
a blow on the arm from a spen tshot;an d the lastdyin g efforts of his charg er lan ded
him safely w ithin the w alls of the Fort,cov eredw ith the bloodof the n oble an im al that
hadborn e him .

M ean w hile,others less fortun ate had fallen ben eath the m usk etry of the m utin eers.
Currie, w ho had accom pan ied the Colon el to the Treasury, escaped the fire of the
g uards an dsen tries;Captain Gordon an dL ieuten an tH ick s escapedalso,as didtw oof

the cadets,tothe Fort;193 butP lun k ett,w ith his score years of g oodserv ice in the S ixth,
A djutan tS tew ard,Q uarterm aster H aw es,an d En sig n s P rin g le an d M un ro w ere shot
dow n on parade.Fort-A djutan tB irch an d L ieuten an tIn n es of the En g in eers w ere also
k illed,an d eig htof the un -posted boy-en sig n s w ere m urdered in cold blood by the
in surg en tS epoys.194 The poor boys w ere leav in g the M ess-house, w hen the brutal
soldiery fell upon them . S ev en w ere slaug htered on the g roun d;buton e, a boy of
sixteen , escaped w ith his w oun ds, an d hid him self in a rav in e. H av in g supported

him self for som e days, m erely, it w ould seem , by w ater from a brook , he w as
discov ered in his hidin g -place, drag g ed before on e of the in surg en t leaders, an d
con fin ed in a serai w ith a N ativ e catechist.The faith of the con v ertw as g iv in g w ay to

the sufferin g s w hich he en dured,w hen A rthurCheek ,w hohadbeen scarcely a m on th
in In dia,exhorted his com pan ion to be steadfastin the faith."O h,m y frien d," he is
reportedtohav e said,"w hatev erm ay com e tous,don otden y the L ordJesus."H e w as
rescued,buthe w as n otsav ed.O n the 16th of Jun e the poorboy diedin the Fortfrom
exposure,exhaustion ,an dn eg lectedw oun ds.195

192
"Asm y duty w asto save the T reasury,ifpossible,Iproceeded in thatdirection,w henIw asim m ediately fired

on by the w hole guard ofthirty-tw o m en on one flank,w ith anight-picket ofthirty m en on the other. T he
detachm ent ofthe T hird O ude IrregularCavalry rem ained passive,and did not fire."— Memorandum of Colonel
Simpson. MS.

193
Hicksand thecadets(P earson and W oodgate)w ere atthe Daraogunjw hen them utiny broke out.T hey w ere

m ade prisonersand carried tow ardsCantonm ents,but,in theireagernessto join in the plunderofthe T reasury,
the S epoyssuffered them to depart,and afterw ardsthey m ade good theirescape by tw ice sw im m ing acrossthe
river.

194
It hasbeen com m only stated that these poorboysw ere killed w hilst sitting at the M ess-table.Iasassured,

how ever,onthebestauthority thatthisisam istake.Few incidentsofthem utiny haveexcited greaterhorrorthan
this,w hichisfam iliarly spokenofasthem assacreofthe"poorlittlegriffins."

195
S eeM r.O w en'sJournal.Ithasbeenerroneously statedelse.w herethathediedinthehandsoftheenem y,on

theday ofN eill'sarrivalatAllahabad,the11thofJune.
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Itw as fortun ate thatthe bulk of ourpeople w ere shutupin the Fort,w here n oextern al
perils couldassail them .B utthere w as dan g erw ithin the w alls.A com pan y of the S ixth
form edpartof the g arrison ,an dthe tem perof the S ik hs w as doubtful.W hen the n oise
of firin g w asfirsthearditw asbeliev edthatthe B en aresm utin eershadarriv ed,an dthat

the S epoys of A llahabad w ere g iv in g them a w arm reception .B utata later hour the
truth brok e in upon them ; an d all doubtw as rem ov ed by the appearan ce of the
Com m an dan tS im pson ,sm earedw ith the bloodof his w oun dedcharg er.H is firstcare
w as to order the S epoys of the S ixth to be disarm ed.This duty w as en trusted to a
detachm en tof the S ik h corps,un der L ieuten an tB rasyer— an officer w hohad w on for
him self a com m ission by his g allan try in the g reatbattles of the P un jab,an dw hon ow
prov ed his m astery ov er his m en by forcin g them todoa distasteful serv ice.W ith the
n ew s thatthe B en ares S epoys of the Reg ularA rm y hadbeen m ow n dow n by the w hite

troops,cam e alsotidin g s thatGordon 's reg im en thadbeen riddledby ourg rape-shot.It
w as,therefore,fearfully probable thatthe offen dedn ation ality of the S ik hsatA llahabad
w ouldrise ag ain sttheirChristian m asters,partly in rev en g e an dpartly in fear.H appily
the treasure w as outside the Fort.H ad the desig n of brin g in g itw ithin the w alls n ot
been aban don ed,the lov e of lootan dthe thirstof bloodw ouldhav e prev ailedtog ether,
an dA llahabadm ig hthav e been lost.

Itw as,in truth,a m ostcritical m om en t.H ad the m en of the S ixth Reg im en tan d the
S ik hs then in the Fortm ade com m on cause w ith each other,the little Christian g arrison
couldhav e m ade butfeeble resistan ce ag ain stsuch odds.The S epoys,w how ere posted,
for purposes of defen ce, at the m ain -g ate, had, on the first soun d of firin g in
Can ton m en ts, been ordered to load their pieces: so they w ere ready for im m ediate
action .The S ik hs w ere draw n up fron tin g the m ain g ate,an d before them w ere the
g un s,m an n edby the in v alidA rtillerym en from Chun ar,in w hom the en erg y of earlier
days w as rev iv ed by this un expected dem an d upon them .A n d ata little distan ce,in

ov eraw in g position ,w ere postedlittle k n otsof European v olun teers,arm edan dloaded,
ready on the firstsig n of resistan ce tofire dow n from the ram parts upon the m utin eers.
There is som ethin g v ery persuasiv e alw ays in the lig htin g of port-fires,held in the
steady han ds of En g lish A rtillerym en .The S epoys,charg ed tothe brim w ith sedition ,
w ould fain hav e resisted the orders of the w hite m en , but these arran g em en ts
thoroug hly ov eraw ed them .They sullen ly piled arm s atthe w ord of com m an d,an d
w ere expelledfrom the Forttojoin theircom radesin rebellion .

The firstdan g erw as n ow surm oun ted.Those w hok n ew bestw hatw as passin g in the
m in ds of the N ativ e soldiery of all races,clearly saw the m ag n itude of the crisis.Itis
im possible toov er-estim ate the disastrous con sequen ces thatw ouldhav e en suedfrom
the seizure an d occupation by the en em y of the Fortress of A llahabad;w ith all its
m ig hty m un ition sof w ar.O n e officer,how ev er,w aspreparedatan y risk toprev en tthis
catastrophe by precipitatin g an other.S tim ulated,perhaps,by the n oble exam ple setby
W illoug hby atD elhi, Russell, of the A rtillery, laid train s of g un pow der from the

m ag azin es to a poin t,atw hich he stood durin g the disarm in g of the S ixth,n ear the
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loaded g un s;an d if m utin y had then been successful,he w ould hav e fired the train s
an d blow n the m ag azin es, w ith all the surroun din g buildin g s, in to the air.196 The
expulsion of the H in dostan ee S epoys,effectedby B rasyer's cool courag e an dadm irable
m an ag em en t,av ertedfor"the m om en tthis g reatcalam ity;an dall thatw as leftun don e,

diditself afterw ardsby the helpof the n ation al characterof the S ik hs.

S uch w as the m utin y of the S ixth Reg im en t— in its purely m ilitary aspects on e of the
m ostrem ark able in the w hole history of the w ar,an d,m em orable in itself,still m ore
m em orable forits im m ediate popular results.For the g reatcity rose in an in stan t.The
suburbs caug htthe con tag ion of rebellion ;far in to the rural districts the pestilen ce
spread,an d order an d authority lay prostrate an d m oribun d.If a g en eral risin g of the
people had been sk illfully plan n ed an d deliberately m atured,there could n ot,to all

outw ard appearan ce, hav e been a m ore sim ultan eous or a m ore form idable
in surrection .B ut,in truth,there w as n o con cert,n o cohesion .Ev ery m an struck for
him self.In n oton e of the g reatcities of In dia w as there a.m ore v ariedpopulation than
in A llahabad. B ut there w as a g reater prepon deran ce than is often seen of the
M ahom edan elem en t.A n ditw as a perilous k in dof M ahom edan ism ;forlarg e n um bers
of the an cien tdepen den ts of decayed M og ul fam ilies w ere cherishin g bitter m em ories
of the past,an dw rithin g un derthe un iv ersal dom in ation of the En g lish.The dan g erous

classes,in deed,w ere m an y,an dthey seem tohav e been ripe forrev olton the firstsig n
of the risin g of the soldiery.S o,w hilstthe ev en ts abov e recorded w ere passin g in the
Fort,in the city an d in the station w ere such tum ultan d con fusion as had n ev er been
k n ow n before.A ll throug h the n ig htof the 6th of Jun e licen se an drapin e hadfull sw ay.
The g aol w as brok en open , an d the prison ers released. V astn um bers of con v icted
crim in als,w ith the iron sstill rattlin g on theirlim bs,rushedforth,tothe con stern ation of
the peaceful in habitan ts, to turn their n ew ly-acquired liberty to accoun t in the
in dulg en ce of all the w orstpassion sof hum an ity.Tothe En g lish station they m ade their

w ay in larg e bodies,shoutin g an dyellin g asthey w en t;an dev ery European orEurasian
w ho crossed their path w as m ercilessly butchered on the spot. The houses of the
Christian in habitan ts w ere plun dered;an d the flam es from our burn in g bun g alow s
soon litup the sk ies an d proclaim ed to m an y in the Fortthattheir pleasan thom es
w ould soon be on ly heaps of ashes.A n dthere w as a m ig hty pillag e in the quarters of
the Christian shopk eepers an dthe w harfs an dw arehouses of the steam com pan ies.The
railw ay-w ork sw ere destroyed.197 The teleg raphicw iresw ere torn dow n .A ll ourpeople

outside the Fortw ere ruthlessly putto death by the in surg en ts,an d ithas been said
w ith ev ery possible ag g rav ation of cruelty.A ll the turbulen tpopulation of the g reatcity

196
Ifirstread thisanecdoteinM r.CliveR ayley'sO fficialR eport.M r.Bayley hasstated thefactontheauthority of

M r.Court,them agistrate,w hosetestim ony isnottobequestioned.

197
T here seem ed to be ap especialrage againstthe R ailw ay and the T elegraph.How faritw asthe grow th ofthe

superstitiousfeelingsglanced atinthefirstvolum eofthisw ork,Idonotventuretodeclare.T herew asapparently
agreatfearofthe engines,forthe insurgentsbroughtthe gunsto bearupon them and battered them to pieces,
som eappearingtobeafraidofapproachingthem asthoughthey w erelivingm onsters.
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turn ed outto g luttheir v en g ean ce ag ain stthe Ferin g hees,or to g ratify their in satiate
thirstfor plun der.A n d w ith them w en tn oton ly the S epoys,w ho,a clay before,had
lick ed our han ds,butthe superan n uated pen sion ers of the Com pan y's N ativ e A rm y,
w ho,thoug h feeble foraction w ere blatan tin coun cil,an dw ere earn estin theirefforts

tostim ulate others todeeds of cow ardice an dcruelty.198 L aw an dauthority w ere,fora
w hile,prostrate in the dust;w hilstov erthe Cotwallee, orhead-quartersof the city police,

the g reen flag of the P rophetdeclaredthe suprem acy of M ahom edan rule.

N orw as iton ly ag ain stthe w hite-facedEuropean s an dthe Christian people of the half-
blood thatthe fury of the disaffected w as atthis tim e lev eled.In som e quarters of
A llahabad w ere a larg e n um ber of quietsettlers from the plain s of B en g al,an d m an y
others draw n thitherby the exig en cies of theirrelig ion — peaceful pilg rim s tothe sacred

If tobe a B en g allee w ere n otatthattim e heldin the N orth-W estern P rov in ces tobe the
n extthin g to a Christian , itw as atleastk n ow n thathe w as an un w arlik e, feeble
person ag e,lik ely to hav e m on ey in his possession ,an d sm all m ean s of defen din g it.
Upon these harm less people the "budmashes" fell heav ily,an d established a reig n of

terror am on g them .Their property w as seized,their liv es w ere threaten ed,an d on ly
spared by abjectprom ises todisg org e the sav in g s of a life,an d tosw ear alleg ian ce to
the restoredGov ern m en tof the M og ul.199

Tosack the Treasury w ascom m on ly the firstthoug htof the in surg en ts,alik e of m ilitary
m utin eers an d crim in als from the streets an d bazaars. B utthe coin lay un touched
durin g the n ig htun der a S epoy g uard,an d the firstim pulses of person al g reed w ere
restrain ed by som e feelin g of n ation ality w hich had foun d en tran ce in totheir breasts,
thoug h on ly on the briefestten ure.Itw as ag reedthatthe treasure shouldbe carriedin
its in teg rity by the reg im en tto D elhi,an d laid,w ith their serv ices,atthe feetof the
Kin g .The spasm of self-dev otion seem s tohav e en ded w ith the n ig ht.In the m orn in g

the S epoys of the S ixth are said tohav e assem bledon the parade-g roun d,an d tohav e
v oted for the repudiation of this patriotic schem e.S oon after n oon they w en tto the
Treasury,open edits doors,an dbeg an toserv e outthe m on ey-bag s.Each S epoy took as
m an y rupees as he couldcarry,an dw hen the w hole hadsatisfiedthem selv es,they left
w hatrem ain ed tothe predatory classes,con v icted an d un -con v icted,of the city.Then

198
S ee the R ed P am phlet.T he authorstatesthathe givesfacts"from an undoubted source"— one w ho received

them "from the lipsofan eyew itness." "Housesw ere plundered and burnt," he says," theirinm ateschopped to
pieces,som eroasted,alm ostallcruelly tortured,the children tossed on bayonets.Forem ostin the com m ission of
these atrocitiesw ere the pensioners..... T hese m en,unable from theirinfirm itiesto fight,w ere not thereby
precluded from inflicting torturesofthe m ost diabolicalnature.T hey even took the lead in these villainiesand
encouragedtheS epoysand otherstofollow theirexam ple."

199
"T heBengalleescow ered infear,and aw aited w ithinclosed doorstohavetheirthroatscut.T hew om enraised

adolorouscry at the nearprospect ofdeath.From m assacring theirofficers,and plundering the T reasury,and
letting open the gaol-birds,the S epoysspread through the tow n to lootthe inhabitants.O urfiend,asw ellashis
otherneighbors,w ere soon eased ofalltheirvaluables,but w ere spared theirliveson prom ise ofallegiance to
their(theN ative)Governm ent."— Travels of a Hindoo, By Bholonauth Chunder.
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there w as v ery little m ore thoug htof the n ation al cause,of D elhi,orof B ehaudurS hah.
A s a reg im en tthe S ixth disban deditself,an deach soldier,carryin g his spoil,setoutfor
his n ativ e v illag e.B utthe spiritof rapin e had been roused in all the adjacen tcoun try;
an d there w ere m an y w ho,in the absen ce of w hite-faced fug itiv es,w ere by n om ean s

reluctan ttoplun derthe black .A n ditis suspectedthatv ery few of the S epoys,carryin g
off an am ple prov ision forthe rem ain derof theirliv es,ev erliv edtospen dthe m on ey in
the ease an ddig n ity of theirn ativ e hom es.200

Itis supposedthatm an y,escapin g tow ards O ude,perishedin the Gan g eticv illag es n ot
far from the city.For as atB en ares,soatA llahabad,the peasan try rose aton ce un der
theiroldTalook hdars,w hohadbeen dispossessedby the action of ourlaw .courts;an d
there w asan archy in the rural districts.The auction purchasers— absen tee proprietors—

dw eltprin cipally in the city,an dthe ryots hadn osym pathy w ith them .Fortheirow n
sak esthey w ere eag erbutfeeble supportersof Gov ern m en t;all the m uscle an dsin ew of
the ag ricultural races w ere arrayed ag ain st us. In deed, it soon becam e pain fully
apparen ttothe B ritish authoritiesthatthe w hole coun try w asslippin g aw ay from them .
For n oton ly in the districts beyon d the Gan g es,butin those lyin g betw een the tw o
riv ers, the rural population had risen . The lan dow n ers there w ere prin cipally
M ahom edan s,an d ready tojoin an y m ov em en tw hich threaten ed todriv e the En g lish

from the lan d.Itw as there,too,in the D oab thatB rahm in ism w as m ostpow erfully
en thron ed.The poin tw here the Gan g es an d the Jum n a m eet,k n ow n as the P ryag ,is
on e of peculiar san ctity in the estim ation of H in doos,an d the P riesthood,therefore,
w ere stron g in n um bers an din in fluen ce.The g atherin g of the pilg rim s w as a source of
w ealth tothem ,an dthey believ edthatif the suprem acy of the En g lish w ere ov erthrow n
their g ain s w ould be g reater an d their pow er on the ascen dan t. S o these "P ryag -
w allahs"stirred up the H in doopopulation of the D oab;an dsoon there w as scarcely a
m an of either faith w ho w as n otarrayed ag ain stus.B uton the further ban k of the

Jum n a affairs w ere m ore propitious. There w ere in ciden tal risin g s, plun derin g an d
burn in g s of v illag es,butm ore on the surface than on the Gan g es orin the D oab.Forit
happen ed thatsom e pow erful Rajahs,w hose in terestitw as to m ain tain order,either
sidedw ith the En g lish or m ain tain ed a discreetn eutrality w hilstthe tum ultw as atits
w orst,an drose uptoaidusw hen the starof ourfortun e ag ain beg an toascen d.201

A fter the lapse of a few days,the firstorg ies of crim e bein g ov er,an d there bein g

n othin g m ore to plun der an d little m ore to destroy,the un iv ersal rapin e,w ith all its
distraction s an d con fusion s an d in tern ecin e con flicts,beg an to tak e a m ore con sisten t
shape,an d som ethin g lik e an org an ized rebellion arose in its place.There w as a m an
k n ow n as the "M oulav ee," aroun d w hom the in surg en tpopulation g athered, as he
proclaim edthe restoredrule of the Em perorof D elhi.W hen ce he sprun g few people at

200
Itissaid thataboutthirty lakhsofrupees(about300,000£.)w erein Allahabad T reasury,and thatevery S epoy

carriedoffthreeorfourbags,eachcontainingathousandrupees100£.)

201
S eeM r.FendallT hom pson'sO fficialN arrative.
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the tim e could say.B utitw as k n ow n ata later period thathe cam e from on e of the
M ahom edan v illag es in the D oab, w hich had g on e in to rebellion . M ak in g g reat
preten sion s tosan ctity,an din v estin g him self w ith the characterof a prophetas w ell as
of a rulerof m en ,he stim ulatedthe dorm an tfan aticism of the people,an drousedthem

to array them selv es ag ain st the Ferin g hees. Establishin g his head-quarters in the
Chusroo B ag h— a spacious w alled g arden ,in w hich w ere som e tom bs,held in hig h
v en eration — he sim ulated the possession of m iraculous pow ers, by som e obv ious
trick eries,w hich deluded his excited follow ers,an d for aw hile he w as recog n ized as
Gov ern orof A llahabad.Itlittle m atteredw hoorw hathe w as,solon g as he w as stron g
in hishatredof the En g lish,an dcouldin duce the M ussulm an population tobeliev e that
the M ahom edan dyn asty w ould soon be restored.S ofor a little tim e he succeeded in
settin g upthe lik en ess of a prov ision al g ov ern m en t,an dthe n am e of the M oulav ee w as

on the lips of all the follow ers of the P rophet. Tellin g them thatthe B ook of Fate
declaredthe speedy extin ction of the w hite race in In dia,he urg edhis people,day after
day,to attack the Fort;but,thoug h they m ade sun dry dem on stration s,they k eptata
discreetdistan ce from ourg un s.202

O n the 11th of Jun e N eill arriv ed. A s he en tered the g ates of the Fort, the S en try
exclaim ed,"Than k God,sir,you'll sav e us yet!"L ordCan n in g ,w hosaw clearly thathe

hadn ow athisdisposal on e of the m en m ostw an tedin such a crisis,hadcom m ission ed
the electric w ires to in structthe Colon el of the M adras Fusiliers to tak e com m an d at
A llahabad;an d N eill had hasten ed upw ards,un der the burn in g heats of Jun e,w ith a
disreg ardforself;w hich w ell n ig h costhim hislife.203 H e hadobtain eden tran ce in tothe
Fort,n otw ithoutg reatperson al risk ;an d on ly the in dom itable w ill w ithin him k ept
him from succum bin g to the fierce rays of the n oon -day sun .For som e tim e after his
arriv al he could sustain him self on ly by con tin ually lyin g dow n an d drin k in g larg e
quan tities of cham pag n e an dw ater.B uthe n ev erfora m om en tdoubtedhis capacity to

g rapple successfully w ith the difficulties before him ;w hatsoev erm ig htbe his physical
prostration , he had n o m en tal shortcom in g s, n o deterrin g sen se of respon sibility to
en erv ate an d arresthim ."Ihad alw ays the g reatestcon fiden ce in m yself;"he w rote at

202
S om e ofthe cotem porary accountsstate that it w asdifficult to trace either the nam e or origin ofthe

M oulavee,and m y laterinvestigationshave not throw n m uch light upon the subject.From ahigh civilauthority,
w ho had the bestopportunity ofascertaining the history ofthe m an,Ican learn only that"he w asnotknow n in
thedistrictbeforethem utiny,"and w as"said tobeanem issary from L ucknow ."T hebestaccountthatIcanfind is
thatgivenby M r.W illockinhisofficialreport."Atthistim e,"hesays,"thecity and suburbsw ereheld by abody of
rebelsunderthe now w ellknow nM oulavee L yakutAli.T hisw an,aw eaverby caste,and by tradeaschoolm aster,
had gained som e respect in hisvillage by hisexcessive sanctity; and on the first spread ofthe rebellion,the
M ahom edan Zem indarsofP ergunnah Chail,ready to follow any leader,placed thism an at their head,and
m archedtothecity,proclaim inghim Governorofthedistrictinthenam eoftheKingofDelhi."

203
"Iw asquite done up by m y dash from Benares,and getting into the Fort in that noonday heat.Iw asso

exhausted fordays,that1 w asobliged to lie dow n constantly.Icould only situp forafew m inutesatathat,and
w henourattacksw eregoingon,Iw asobligedtositdow ninthebatteriesand givem y ordersand directions....For
severaldaysI drank cham pagne and w ater to keep m e up."— Letter from Colonel Neill to his Wife. MS.
Correspondence.
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this tim e to the partn er of his life;"an d althoug h I feltalm ostdyin g from com plete
exhaustion ,yetI k eptup m y heart." W hatev er the con jun cture m ig htbe,itw as the
n ature of the m an torise tothe heig htof the occasion — "toscorn the con sequen ce an dto
dothe thin g ."H e hadlon g been look in g foran opportun ity,an d,n ow thatithadcom e,

he w as n oton e tosuccum b tothe assaults of bodily w eak n ess,an dtohaltw ith the g oal
before him .H e w as n ota "S epoy officer," an d he had n either an y credulity n or an y
ten dern ess to deter him from strik in g root-an d-bran ch atthe black soldiery w ho had
betrayed us,an d the people w how ere risin g in torebellion on the ruin s of the N ativ e
A rm y.

H e took in the position of affairs ata g lan ce.O n his w ay from B en ares,he hadseen that
the w hole coun try on the ban k s of the Gan g es w as in a state of an archy an dcon fusion ,

an d he k n ew thatalready the risin g had becom e som ethin g m ore than a m ilitary
m utin y.204 A tA llahabad,his firstthoug htw as,thatitw as a w on derful in terposition of
P rov iden ce thatthe Fortress w as still in our han ds."H ow the place has n otfallen ,"he
w rote,"thatis,n otbeen tak en by the S ik hs,is a w on der.They appeartobe pettedan d
m ade m uch of.The en em y are all aroun dus;w e are k eptw ithin the Fort.Ishall settle
thatpartof itere lon g ."A n dhe didsettle it.The Forthadbeen in v estedan dm en aced
by the en em y.N eill's firstim pulse w as toprov e thatthe En g lish could dom ore than

defen dthem selv es.O n the m orn in g afterhis arriv al,he open edfire from the Fortg un s
on the v illag e of D araog un j,w hich w as held by a larg e body of in surg en trabble,an d
then sen tforw ard to the attack detachm en ts of Fusiliers an d S ik hs,w ho cleared the
v illag e,burn tit,an dreg ain edpossession of the bridg e,w hich N eill afterw ardsrepaired.
A furtherdetachm en tof a hun dredm en of the Fusiliers cam e upon thatday,un derthe
com m an dof M ajorS tephen son ,an dpassedov erw ithoutIn terruption tothe Fort.

N eill n ow felt him self stron g en oug h for an y Rem ov al of em erg en cy. The first

sug g estion of this in creased stren g th w as the rem ov al of the S ik hs from the Fort.In
truth,they w ere fastdem oralizin g ourow n people in the g arrison .They hadbeen g oin g
in an d outrev elin g in the pillag e,an d the V olun teers had been by n o m ean s behin d
them in predatory activ ity,especially in the direction of the "six dozen cases"of stron g
drin k .The stores of the European m erchan ts an d the g o-dow n s of the riv er steam -
com pan ies,w ith all their un deliv ered con sig n m en ts,had been plun dered;an d beer,
w in es,an d spirits w ere as plen tiful as w ater in the Fort.The S ik hs broug htin larg e

supplies of liquor of all k in ds, dran k w hatthey could, an d sold the restto the
European s.The fin estcham pag n es of Clicquotan dP errier-Jouet,an dthe bestbran dies
of M artel an d H en n essey,w ere sellin g for sixpen ce a bottle.S oa reig n of in toxication

204
"June 10.T he tone and bearing ofthe N ative officialsbad — evidently agood dealofplundering — villages

burning in alldirections— the country alm ostdeserted — plundered by the Zem indarsabout.T he revenuesjust
about to be collected — the toll-house on road to S ydahad plundered — nearly destroyed — the body ofthe
m urdered m an,anEuropean,inthehouse;hisdaughtersaid tobetakenoffby aneighboringZem iudar."— Neill's
Journal, MS.
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com m en ced w hich, for a w hile, subv erted all m ilitary authority, an d m ade us as
helplessaschildren .

Thisw asan en em y forw hich N eill w as n otprepared;buthisclearbrain soon discern ed

the m ean s of m eetin g an d subduin g it. H e directed the Com m issariatO fficers to
purchase,atthe pricesask edby the S ik hs,all the liquorrem ain in g in theirhan ds,an dto
lodg e itsecurely in the Gov ern m en tstores. This don e,the rem ov al of the S ik hs to
quartersoutside the Fortw ascom parativ ely easy;butitw asn ottobe don e by force.H e
had tak en coun sel w ith B rasyer an d w ith the en erg etic M ag istrate Court,an d ithad
been determ in edthatthe characteristicg reedof the S ik hs shouldstill be stim ulatedby
thoug hts of the plun derof som e of the rebel zem in darrees.S othey w ere persuadedto
tak e upa position in som e oldGov ern m en tbuildin g s outside the Fort,com m an dedby

the g un son itsram parts.

H av in g thus ov ercom e the difficulties w hich lay in his path,N eill addressed him self
earn estly to the w ork before him — the dispersal of the rebels an d the restoration of
order.O n the 15th of Jun e,hav in g sen toff the Christian w om en an dchildren in a riv er
steam ertoCalcutta,he turn edhis av ailable resources tothe bestaccoun t,an dm ade an
im pression on the en em y, w hich g reatly dishearten ed an d en feebled them . H av in g

directed the g un s of the Fortto open upon the v illag es or suburbs of Kydg un j an d
M ooleg un j,he sen tH arw ard,w ith a how itzer an d a party of v olun teer riflem en on
board a steam er,to operate from the riv er,an d m arched a detachm en tof Fusiliers,
S ik hs,an d Irreg ular Cav alry upon the v illag es,w ith orders toscour them thoroug hly
an d pen etrate in to the coun try beyon d.The lan d party m etw ith stalw artopposition ,
butthe rush of the S ik hsw asirresistible.They sw eptthroug h the v illag es,an dsuch w as
the terror thatour dem on stration on thatday in spired, thatw hen n ig htfell, the
In surg en tleaders soug htsafety in flig ht,an ddesertedthe g un s,w hich they hadtak en

from us, an d the prison ers w hom they had captured atthe com m en cem en tof the
outbreak ;an dam on g them w asyoun g Cheek ,of w hose fate Ihav e already spok en ,an d
w how asrescuedon ly todie.205

The aspectof affairs n ow beg an rapidly to im prov e. "O n the 17th the M ag istrate
proceededtothe Cotwallee,an dthere restoredhis ow n authority an din stalledhis ow n

officers." "N o resistan ce," itis added, "w as offered, an d the w hole place seem ed

deserted."206 A terrible rum orhadbeen run n in g throug h the streets of A llahabad.Ithad
been reportedthatthe En g lish in the Fortw ere abouttobom bardthe city.W hatw asthe

205
T he Allahabad volunteersshow ed great spirit and pluck,erring,how ever,on the side ofexuberance.N eill

com plained bitterly that upon thisoccasion they had im peded hisoperationsby "firing upon aherd ofbullocks,
and otherm adness"— bullocksatthattim e beingasvaluable asEuropeansoldiers."T hesegentlem envolunteers,"
he characteristically added,"behave so law lessly and insubordinately,that Ihave threatened to shoot orhang a
few itthey donotim prove."

206
R eportofM r.FendallT hom pson.
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orig in of the story itis hardtosay.Itm ay hav e g row n up,as otherrum ors g rew up,in
the hotbedof a people'sfears;oritm ay hav e been propag atedby those w hose in terestit
w astosw eepoutthe in surg en ts.207 B utfrom w hatsoev ersource itsprun g ,itw asalm ost
m ag ical in its effects. N othin g thatthe M oulav ee an d his lieuten an ts could do to

reassure the m in ds of the people hadav ailedtoallay the pan ican drestrain the flig ht,
an d before n ig htfall,on the day of N eill's v ictory,accordin g to the M oulav ee's ow n
story,"n ota house w as ten an ted,an dn ota lig htw as tobe seen in the city."L yak utA li
him self hadescapedtow ardsCaw n pore.

O n the 18th,N eill m archedoutag ain w ith his w hole force.S en din g on e detachm en tto
attack the P athan v illag e of D erryabad an d the M ehw attee v illag es of S yderbad an d
Russelpore, he led the m ain body in to the city, w hich he foun d deserted, an d

afterw ards haltedthem in the n ow -desolatedcan ton m en ton the oldparade-g roun dof
the S ixth.The fig htin g w as n ow ov er.The w ork had been don e.The En g lish w ere
m asters,n otm erely of the Fort,butof the recov eredcity,an dthe European station from
w hich they hadbeen driv en scarcely tw ow eek s before.A n dn ow there lay before them
the g reatquestion — the m ostdifficult,perhaps,w hich soldiersan dstatesm en ev erhav e
the respon sibility of solv in g — w hether,aftersuch con v ulsion s as hav e been illustrated
in these pag es,true rig hteousn ess an dtrue w isdom con sistedin exten din g the han dof

m ercy an daim in g atcon ciliation ,orin dealin g outa stern an dterrible retribution .O ur
soldiers an d statesm en in Jun e,1857,atA llahabad,solv ed the question in practice by
adoptin g the lattercourse.

O v er the w hole history of the S epoy W ar— ov er the w hole len g th an d breadth of the
coun try w hich w itn esseditsm an ifoldhorrors— there isn odark ercloudthan thatw hich
g atheredov erA llahabadin this terrible sum m er.Itis an early chapterof the chron icle
of the g reatcon flictof races w hich Iam n ow w ritin g ;an dthoug h foul crim es hadev en

then been com m ittedby ouren em ies,they w ere lig htin com parison w ith w hatw ere to
com e,an d the retribution also w as lig ht.208 P erhaps,how ev er,the En g lish as w ell as

207
T he follow ingistheM oulavee'saccountofthe evacuation."S om e evil-m inded m en,"he said,"w ho had sided

w iththeaccursed ones,'urged thatforatim etheFortw ould beasaferetreat,and thatifthey w ouldrem aininita
few dayslonger,they (theevil-m inded N atives)w ould contrivetospread abroad inthecity tearfulreportsthatthe
English w ere preparing the Artillery ofthe Fort to destroy the city,and that before daw n they w ould begin
bom barding itw ith shot and shell.T o show the sincerity oftheiradvice,these m en,w ith theirfollow ers,act off,
giving out to allthat they had left their housesand property to God'sprotection,and w ere going to save
them selvesby flight. O n hearing thisfearfulreport,the people,notw ithstanding m y repeated injunctions,
com m enced aprecipitate flight,w ith theirfam iliesand goods."— Perwannah addressed by the Moulavee Lyakut
Ali, apparently to the King of Delhi.—Supplement to Allahabad Official Narrative.

208
Itisto be observed,thatat thistim e an im pression w asabroad thatactsofbarbarity had been com m itted,

w hichw ere afterw ardsdoubted,ifnotw holly disproved.Ifind thefollow ingin N eill'sJournal,underdate June 17,
M S ."A S ow arofM r.Court's,nam ed S yed Esau Ally,brought in forhaving joined the M oulavee and insurgents.
T hree w itnessessaw him .He had served about tw enty years.Direct hisim m ediate execution by hanging.T hisis
the sixth unfortunatew retchIhave ordered forim m ediatedeath,aduty Inevercontem plated havingto perform .
God grant Im ay have acted w ith justice.Iknow Ihave w ith severity,but underallthe circum stancesItrust for
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those g uilty of rebellion .209 They w ere n otdeliberately han g ed,butburn tto death in
theirv illag es— perhaps n ow an dthen acciden tally shot.En g lishm en didn othesitate to
boast,or to record their boastin g s in w ritin g ,thatthey had spared n o on e,an d that
pepperin g aw ay atn ig g ersw asv ery pleasan tpastim e,en joyedam azin g ly.210

A n d ithas been stated,in a book patron izedby hig h official authorities,thatfor three
m on ths eig htdead-carts daily w en ttheir roun ds from sun rise tosun setto tak e dow n
the corpses w hich hun g atthe cross-roads an d m ark et-places,an d thatsix thousan d
bein g shadbeen thussum m arily disposedofan dlaun chedin toetern ity.211

I m erely state these thin g s. There are som e question s so stupen dous thathum an
w eak n essm ay w ell leav e ittothe A lm ig hty W isdom todecide them .There isa dreadful

story tobe toldin an otherchapter.Godon ly k n ow s w hetherw hathas been toldin this
con tributed tothe results tobe presen tly recorded.B utthere is on e g reatlesson tobe
learn tfrom the trag edies of B en ares an d A llahabad.Itis the g reatlesson of Un iv ersal
Toleration .A n E n g lishm an is alm ostsuffocated w ith in dig n ation w hen he reads that
M rs.Cham bers orM iss Jen n in g s w as hack edtodeath by a dusk y ruffian ;butin N ativ e
histories, or, history bein g w an tin g , in N ativ e leg en ds an d tradition s, it m ay be
recorded ag ain stour people,thatm others an d w iv es an d children ,w ith less fam iliar

n am es,fell m iserable v ictim s tothe firstsw oopof En g lish v en g ean ce;an dthese stories
m ay hav e as deeppathos as an y thatren dourow n hearts.Itm ay be,him too,thatthe
plea of prov ocation ,w hich in v ests the m ostsan g uin ary acts of the w hite m an in this
deadly strug g le w ith the attributes of rig hteous retribution ,is n otw holly tobe rejected
w hen urg ed in exten uation of the w orstdeeds of those w ho hav e n ev er k n ow n
Christian teachin g .

forgiveness.Ihavedoneallforthegood ofm y country,toreestablishitsprestigeand pow er,and toputdow nthis
m oatbarbarous,inhum an insurrection.T he instancesofrefined cruelty,treachery,and the m ostbrutalbarbarity,
are too num erous.O ne poorlady,M rs.M acdonald,atM eerut,nearherconfinem ent,isbrutally treated;hasher
nose,ears,hands,and breastscutoff,and atlast hasthe child cutoutofher.M rs.Chatithers,abeautifulyoung
girl,only justcom e outm arried from hom e,atthe sam e place,hasherthroatcutby abutcher.M issJenningsand
herfather,aclergym an at Delhi,are both brutally m urdered in the palace before the king,she,poorcreature,
subjected to the m ostun-heard-ofindignitiesand torture be,forehand."Ihave already stated thatM issJennings
w asm urdered,notinthepresenceoftheking,and thatshew asnotoutraged.M rs.Cham bersw asm urdered,asis
stated,by abutcher,and herm urdererw ashung.Ican find no evidence ofthe m utilationssaid to have been
inflicted on M rs.M acdonald,Ihave quoted thispassage from N eill'sJournalm ainly to show thathe had astrong
religioussenseofhisresponsibility,andthathisexecutionsw erenotasnum erousashasbeenasserted.

209
P aperspresented to P arliam ent,February 4,1858,m oved forby M r.Vernon S m ith,form erly P residentofthe

BoardofControl,and signedH.D.S eym our.

210
Ibid.

211
"Travels of a Hindoo"(BholonauthM inder),editedby M r.T alboysW heeler.S eenoteintheAppendix.Ibelieve

thestatem entinthetexttobeanexaggeration,butsuchexaggerationsarevery significant.
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W hilstN eill w asthusreestablishin g B ritish P reparation sauthority atA llahabad,he w as
depressedby the thoug htof the dan g ersurroun din g his coun trym en atCaw n pore an d
L uck n ow ,an deag ertoequipa force w ith the utm ostpossible dispatch forthe relief of
those im portan tposts.M en w ere av ailable for the purpose,butm ean s w ere w an tin g .

The scarcity of prov ision s suitable tothe En g lish soldier,con cern in g w hich M r.Tuck er
had w ritten to L ord Can n in g ,an d w hich the Gov ern or-Gen eral w as tak in g prom pt
m easures to rectify,w as on e g reatim pedim en tto the desired m ov em en t.There w as,
too,a w an tof carriag e.L arg e n um bers of Com m issariatbullock s hadbeen collectedfor
the serv ice of the A rm y,but,on the firstburstof the rebellion ,the in surg en tshadsw ept
them aw ay,an d of all the losses w e sustain ed this w as,perhaps,the m ostg riev ous.
Then ,too,there w as a w an tof ten ts.There w as a w an tof w ell n ig h ev erythin g required
by B ritish troops in the w orstpartof the In dian sum m er,w hen the in tolerable heat

m ig htan y day be follow ed by delug in g rain s,w hich w ould quick ly turn the bak ed
earth in toa g reatm orass.

Itw as n o faultof the Com m issariatatthis tim e thatthe arran g em en ts prog ressed so
slow ly.Captain D av idson ,w how as atthe headof the departm en t,didall thatcouldbe
don e tocollectsuppliesan dcarriag e;butthe con v ulsion sof the precedin g fortn ig hthad
dispersedthe people upon w hom he w ouldhav e reliedforaid,an dw ell n ig h destroyed

the resourcesof the place.Those w how ouldhav e com e forw ardascon tractorsatsuch a
tim e, had fled in dism ay— som e from the v iolen ce of the in surg en ts, an d som e, in
ig n oran tterror,from the an ticipatedretribution of the En g lish— an dm an y hadreturn ed
tofin dthem selv es ruin ed.P roperty w as destroyed.In dustry w as paralyzed.The g reat
in cubus of fearpressedun iv ersally upon the tradin g classes.W hetherm ore m ig hthav e
been don e,atthe com m en cem en tof the outbreak ,tosav e the supplies then in han d—
both the property of the Gov ern m en tan d of priv ate in div iduals— w as n otn ow the
question .D av idson hadtodeal w ith thin g s asthey w ere,an ditw as n othisfaultthatin

the lastw eek of Jun e they did n otw ear a differen tcom plexion .Eag er as N eill w as to
push forw ards, he could n otdiscern in this delayed departm en tal action an y just
g roun d of com plain t.Itw as clear to him thatthe ev il lay in the circum stan ces of his
position ,n otin the in capacity of hisag en ts.212

212
ItisrightthatN eill'sopinion on thissubjectshould be stated in hisow n w ords.Greatblam e w ascastan the

Com m issariatby cotem porary journalists,especially by the editorofthe Friend ofIndia,w ho published an article
w ith the stinging title,"How Caw npore w aslost." U pon thisN eillvery generously w rote to Captain Davidson,
saying:"T he editorhascertainly m ade am istake in statingthatyourstoresw ere outside.Iunderstood thatallw e
had w asinside the Fort; and w hen I joined,and untilthe insurgentsw ere cleared out of the place,the
Com m issariat w ere confined to the Fort entirely.T he steam erGodow nshad been gutted,the bazaarup to the
w allsofthe Fort plundered,in the occupation ofthe enem y,yourcontractorsdriven aw ay and theirproperty
eitherplundered ornotavailablefortheserviceforsom edaysaftertheseinsurgentshadbeendrivenaw ay.Itw as
nofaultw hateveroftheCom m issariatthatitshouldhavebeenreducedtotheconditionyoursw as,from beingcut
offfrom outside,and thedispersion ofyourpeople;butyou had done allyou could beforetheoutbreakin storing
inside the Fort sufficient to m ake usindependent forsom e tim e,had the insurgentskept hold ofthe city.In
consequence ofyourbeing cut offfrom m ost ofyourpeople and resourcesoutside,you w ere,in m y opinion,at
the tim e Iarrived,disorganized,in so farasunable to equip aforce ordetachm ent to m ove.T he exertionsof
yourselfand officers,from m y arrivaluntilm y departure from Allahabad,could not have been surpassed,and it
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A n d soon a g reater ev il befell him ;for w hilsthe w as w aitin g for m ean s to equip the
reliev in g force,Cholera sw eptdow n upon his troops an d struck them w ith terrific
sudden n ess. The in ten se heatof the w eather, the con stan texposure, the w an tof

w holesom e food,an d the abun dan ce of stim ulatin g liquors,com bin ed to facilitate its
pestilen tial approaches.O n the 23rdof Jun e the serv icesof sev en ty m en hadbeen lostto
the B ritish Com m an der."W e buriedtw en ty,three n ig hts ag o,aton e fun eral,"w rote an
officer of the Fusiliers,"an d the shriek s of the dyin g w ere som ethin g aw ful.Tw opoor
ladies w ho w ere liv in g ov er the hospital died,Ibeliev e from frig ht." Then other v ery
g riev ous w an ts afflicted our people. W hilst in this m iserable con dition , it w as
discov eredthatn early ev erythin g thatcoulddim in ish the m iseriesof the sick w how ere
to be leftbehin d,or en able the con v alescen tto m ov e forw ard,w as w an tin g to the

B ritish Com m an der.The reig n of terrorhaddon e its sure w ork .Cam p-follow ers of all
k in ds w ere "alm ostun procurable." W hilstour in v alids lay g aspin g in the stiflin g
atm osphere of the im prov isedhospital,there w ere few orn on e topull the punkah-ropes
or to w ater the tatties. There w ere few dhoolies, an d, as w ork m en w ere n otto be

obtain ed,n on e could be m ade;an d if they had been m ade,there w ould hav e been n o
bearers to carry them .213 For ev eryw here the terror-strick en N ativ es stood aloof from
the chastisin g E n g lishm en .Itw as as thoug h w e haddried up the w ells an d destroyed

the crops,from w hich w e w ere toobtain oursusten an ce.W ithoutthe aidof the N ativ es
w e could do n othin g ;an d yetw e w ere doin g our bestto driv e them far beyon d the
g lim m erof ourten ts.

A n dsothe lastday of Jun e foun dN eill still atA llahabad.N ota sin g le European soldier
hadbeen sen ttosuccorCaw n pore.B uton the aftern oon of thatday a detachm en tw as
to startun der M ajor Ren aud of the M adras Fusiliers. Itcon sisted of four hun dred
European soldiers,three hun dredS ik hs,on e hun dredtroopersof Irreg ularCav alry,an d

tw o g un s. Ren aud, a fin e soldier, w ith his heartin his w ork , had receiv ed w ritten
in struction s from N eill as tohis course of action ;an dhe hadbecom e the n otun w illin g
recipien tof orderstoin flicta terrible retribution upon all suspectedof g uilty com plicity
in the foul desig n s of the en em y. B utin discrim in ate slaug hter w as n o partof the
com m ission ."A ttack an d destroy," w rote N eill,"all places en route close to the road

occupied by the en em y,buttouch n oothers;en courag e the in habitan ts toreturn ,an d
in still con fiden ce in toall of the restoration of B ritish authority."Certain g uilty v illag es

surprised m e you w ere so soon able to regain possession ofthe resourcesofthe place and enable m e to m ove
R enaud'sdetachm ent on the 30th." T hisw asw ritten on the 22nd ofAugust.It m ay be added,that,too m onths
before,N eillhad w ritteninhisjournalthatgreateffortsw erem adetogetinsupplies,and hehad added,"Captain
Davidsonseem stobeam ostenergeticm an."— MS. Correspondence.

213
ColonelN eillreported that"follow ersofallkindsare alm ostunprocurable;there are butfew punkahs and no

tatties;them enhave,therefore,nottheproperadvantagesofbarrackaccom m odationfurthishotseason."Itw as
discovered,too,that "there w ere but sixteen dhoolies available (although aconsiderable num berofthese w asa
prim ary requisite forthe projected expedition),and allm aterialsform aking othersw ere w anting,asw ellas
w orkm en."
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w ere m ark ed out for destruction , an d all the m en in habitin g them w ere to be
slaug htered.A ll S epoysof m utin ousreg im en tsn otg iv in g a g oodaccoun tof them selv es
w ere to be han g ed.The tow n of Futtehpore,w hich had rev olted,w as to be attack ed,
an dthe P athan quarters destroyed,w ith all theirin habitan ts."A ll heads of in surg en ts,

particularly atFuttehpore,tobe han g ed.If the D eputy-Collectoristak en ,han g him ,an d
hav e his head cutoff an d stuck up on on e of the prin cipal (M ahom edan )buildin g s of
the tow n ."214 A n d w hilstRen aud's colum n , w ith these terrible in struction s, w as to
adv an ce alon g the straig ht road to Caw n pore, Captain S purg in , w ith an other
detachm en t,w as totak e a steam erup the Gan g es tothe sam e poin t,tocooperate w ith
Ren audon his m arch,toan choras n earas possible toW heeler's en tren chm en ts,an dto
place the v essel atS ir H ug h's disposal for the rescue of the w om en an d children ,the
sick an dthe w oun ded,of hisdistressedg arrison .

NOTE:
Itshould hav e been observ ed,w ith referen ce tothe statem en tthat"those terrible A cts
passed by the L eg islativ e Coun cil in M ay an d July w ere in full operation ," that,in

addition tothe A ctof M ay 30 (already recited),an otherw aspassedon Jun e 6,exten din g
the pow ers g iv en in the form er:"B y A ctN o.XIV .of 1857,passed on the 6th of Jun e,
prov ision w as m ade for the pun ishm en tof person s con v icted of excitin g m utin y or
sedition in the arm y,the offen derw as ren deredliable tothe pun ishm en tof death an d
the forfeiture of all his property;an d person s g uilty of harborin g such offen ders w ere
m ade liable toheav y pun ishm en t.P ow erw asalsog iv en tog en eral courts-m artial totry
all person s,w hether am en able tothe A rticles of W ar or n ot,charg edw ith an y offen ce
pun ishable by this or the precedin g A ct; an d the S uprem e an d L ocal executiv e

g ov ern m en tsw ere authorizedtoissue com m ission sin an y district,forthe trial by sin g le
com m ission ers,w ithoutthe assistan ce of law officers or assessors,an d w ith absolute
an d fin al pow er of judg m en tan d execution ,of an y crim e ag ain stthe S tate,or an y
hein ous offen ce w hatev er;the term hein ous offen ce bein g declared to in clude ev ery
crim e atten ded w ith g reat person al v iolen ce, or com m itted w ith the in ten tion of
forw ardin g the desig n s of those w ho are w ag in g w ar ag ain stthe S tate."— Dispatch of
Government of India to Court of Directors, December 11, 1857.

214
T he significance ofthese instructionsw illbe m ade m ore apparent in afuture chapter,w herein the story of

Futtehporew illbetold.
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CHAPTER II.

ARRIVAL OF HAVELOCK AT ALLAHABAD - MEETING WITH
NEILL - ADVANCE OF RENAUD - HAVELOCK'S BRIGADE -
CAWNPORE - THE CITY - THE - CANTONMENT - SIR HUGH

WHEELER - DANGERS OF HIS POSITION - THE ENTRENCHMENTS
- REVOLT OF THE NATIVE REGIMENTS - DOONDOO PUNT,

"NANA SAHIB" - THE SIEGE - THE CAPITULATION - MASSACRE AT
THE GHAUT - ESCAPE OF A SOLITARY BOAT - ITS ADVENTURES

ON THE RIVER - HEROIC DEEDS OF THOMSON AND DELAFOSSE.

O N that30th of Jun e— a day ren deredm em orable in the history of the rev oltby a g reat
ev en ttobe hereafter n arrated — a n ew actor appeared on the scen e atA llahabad.O n
thatm orn in g a soldier of hig h ran k an d hig h reputation arriv ed from Calcutta.H is
arriv al w ould hav e been w elcom ed by all m en ,for g ood soldiers w ere sorely n eeded,
butthere w as on e adv erse circum stan ce,w hich detractedfrom the g en eral delig ht.The
officerw hohadcom e upby daw k ,w ith a special com m ission from Gov ern m en ttotak e
com m an dof the troops adv an cin g tothe relief of Caw n pore an dL uck n ow ,thereby,in

v irtue of sen iority,superseded Colon el N eill,in w hom all m en had a steadfastfaith.
Three daysbefore the arriv al of the officerw how astosupersede him ,he hadw ritten to
the Gov ern or-Gen eral, sayin g , "W e are g ettin g on w ell here, layin g in g rain an d
collectin g carriag e forB rig adierH av elock 's B rig ade."There m ig htseem tobe som e tain t
of bittern ess in these w ords.B utN eill did n otslack en in his exertion s because the
brig ade,w hich he hadhopedhim self tocom m an d,w as tobe com m an dedby an other.
H e hadlearn tsom e days before thatitw ouldn otdev olv e upon him torescue S irH ug h

W heeleran dhiscom rades,if already destruction hadn otdescen dedupon them ;buthe
had pushed forw ard his preparation s for the adv an ce w ith the utm ost possible
dispatch,as thoug h there had been n o on e com in g ,after he had born e so lon g the
burden an d heatof the day,tog ather up the fruits of his toil,an d tosn atch from him
the g lory w hich he cov eted.B utrecog n izin g the chan ces of the serv ice,tow hich ev ery
soldier m ustsubm it,he n either com plain edn or repin ed,butw aited for his ow n tim e,
feelin g sure thatitw ouldcom e.

H e w as n o com m on m an w ho had n ow arriv ed to H av elock .com m an d the brig ade.
Colon el H en ry H av elock w as a v eteran officer of the Q ueen 's A rm y;butdurin g his
forty yearsof serv ice he haddon e asm uch g oodIn dian w ork ,in cam pan dcan ton m en t,
asif he hadbeen attachedtoon e of the reg im en tsof the Com pan y in the olddays,w hen
officersdidn otliv e on furloug h.H e hadfoug htin B urm ah an din A fg han istan ,an dw as
fam iliar w ith n early ev ery g reatm ilitary station lyin g betw een those tw o extrem e
poin ts.H e had tested the tem per of M ahratta arm ies in Cen tral In dia,an d of the old
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S ik h battalion sin the zen ith of theirw arlik e pride.H e w asev ery in ch a soldier.M ilitary
g lory w as the passion of his life.B uthe w as a m an of the m iddle classes,w ithout
pow erful in terestor w ealthy con n ection s,hav in g on ly his ow n m eritto recom m en d
him ;an d he had risen slow ly from subaltern to captain ,from captain to field-officer,

an dn ow ,atthe ag e of sixty-tw o,he hadn ev erheldan in depen den tcom m an d;he had
n ev erbeen perm ittedtorealize thatg reatdream of his youth,thatg reatam bition of his
m an -hood— tohead an arm y in the battle-field.For n early half a cen tury he had been
sedulously studyin g hisprofession ,readin g ev ery m ilitary m em oirthathe couldobtain ,
E n g lish orCon tin en tal,an dturn in g his m aturedk n ow ledg e toaccoun tby con tributin g
from the w ealth of his ow n person al experien ces tothe m ilitary history of his coun try.
In a thoroug h,artistic k n ow ledg e of the prin ciples of European w arfare,n osoldier in
the coun try surpassedhim .There w as n odisin clin ation an yw here toack n ow ledg e this;

butsom e thoug htthathe w as a theoristan d a pedan t,an d doubted w hether all his
book -learn in g w ouldprofithim m uch am idstthe stern realitiesof activ e serv ice.

This m istrustw as, perhaps, in som e m easure en g en dered by the factthatH en ry
H av elock w as w hatin the lig htlan g uag e of the cam p w as called a "sain t." A m an of
stron g relig iouscon v iction s,he hadm arrieda daug hterof the g reatB aptistA postle,D r.
M arsh-m an of S eram pore.This allian ce,w hich w as on e of un m ixed happin ess tohim ,

w as follow ed by his public acceptan ce of the ten ets an d form ularies of the g reatan d
en lig hten ed sectof P rotestan tChristian ity in w hich his w ife had been n urtured an d
reared.There w as laug hter an d ridicule from the profan e,but,perhaps,little surprise
an yw here ;for H av elock had ev er been a God-fearin g ,self-den yin g m an ;som ew hat
rig idan daustere;an dhav in g on ly Christian people todeal w ith,he hadn othesitated
toteach them tobe g oodm en asw ell asg oodsoldiers.Ev en in hisfirstcam paig n ,thirty
years before the period to w hich this H istory relates, the com pan y w hich he
com m an ded w as k n ow n as "H av elock 's sain ts"— m en w ho w ere n ev er drun k an d

alw ays ready for serv ice.B utthe Christian zeal of H en ry H av elock n ev er ov erlaid his
m artial in stin cts. H e w as thoroug hly persuaded in his ow n m in d that w ar w as
rig hteous an d carn ag e beautiful.A n d ev er as years w en ton ,an d his hair g rew w hite,
an dhis features sharpen ed,an dhis sm all spare fig ure lostthe elasticity,thoug h n ev er
the erectn ess of his prim e,he cherishedthe sam e stron g desire tocom m an dan arm y in
the field. H e has often been lik en ed to on e of the P uritan w arriors of the Great
Rebellion , an d ithas been said that"a m ore sim ple-m in ded, uprig ht, God-fearin g

soldierw asn otam on g Crom w ell'sIron sides."215

H e w as A djutan t-Gen eral of Q ueen 's troopsin In dia,w hen ,in the coldw eatherof 1856-
57,he w as selected by S ir Jam es O utram to com m an d a div ision of the A rm y then
em bark in g for P ersia; an d, w ith the perm ission of the Com m an der-in -Chief, he
proceeded to B om bay to join the force w ith the ran k of B rig adier-Gen eral. S m all
opportun ity of g ain in g distin ction w asperm ittedtohim ,forthe w arspeedily collapsed,

215
Westminster Review,quotedby M r.M ontgom ery M artin.
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an dthe sw ordw as return edtothe scab-bard.O n the 5th of A pril,w hen H av elock w as
m usterin g his div ision for church serv ice,O utram an n oun ced to him thata treaty of
peace hadbeen sig n ed.O f all the boun tiful illustration sof God'sprov iden ce w ork in g in
ourbehalf,w hich thatev en tful yearw itn essed,thisw as perhaps the m ostsig n al.Itw as

a m erciful deliv eran ce beyon d the pow er of w ords fully toexpress.H av elock did n ot
then k n ow its full sig n ifican ce;butin a little w hile he ack n ow ledg edw ith than k sg iv in g
the abun dan tg oodn ess of God in thus settin g free so m an y European reg im en ts.
Q uittin g M oham rah on the 15th of M ay,he w as atB om bay on the 29th.Ithadbeen his
firstthoug httorejoin the H ead-Q uarters of the A rm y by a lan dw ard m arch,but,after
con sultin g L ord Elphin ston e an d his M ilitary S ecretary,itappeared to him thatthe
journ ey w as n otpracticable;sohe took ship for Galle,hopin g there tocatch a steam er
for Calcutta.O ff Cultura,in Cey lon ,the v essel w en tag roun d atn ig ht,an d w as in

in fin ite dan g er of g oin g topieces before assistan ce could com e from shore.M ercifully
deliv eredfrom the w av es,he m ade his w ay toGalle,foun da steam erthere,w hich had
been dispatched for European troops,an d em bark ed for M adras.There he foun d that
S irP atrick Gran t,the Com m an der-in -Chief of thatP residen cy,hadbeen sum m on edto
Calcutta,an dw asw aitin g forthe Fire Queen tocon v ey him tothe H oog hly.

Itw as of n o sm all im portan ce thatL ord Can n in g should receiv e the adv ice an d

assistan ce of an experien cedofficerof the B en g al A rm y,acquain tedw ith the character
an d the tem per of the N ativ e soldiery an d v ersed in all m ilitary details.S ir P atrick
Gran thadbeen A djutan t-Gen eral of the A rm y of the chief P residen cy;he hadseen hard
serv ice in the field;an d he w as held in esteem both as a g ood soldier an d as a ripe
m ilitary adm in istrator.W hen ,therefore,tidin g s of Gen eral A n son 's death reachedL ord
Can n in g ,216 he placedhim self aton ce in com m un ication w ith Gran t.H av in g prev iously
teleg raphedtoM adras,on the 6th of Jun e the Gov ern or-Gen eral w rote tohim ,sayin g ,
"M y firstim pulse w as tosen d for you tofill the place of actin g Com m an der-in -Chief,

an dev ery day's deliberate con sideration has con firm edit.Iam satisfiedthatthere is n o
m an w hocan sow ell serv e the S tate atthis crisis as yourself,an dIearn estly beg you to
com e toCalcutta as soon as you can .S houldthis n otreach you in tim e toallow of your
com in g by the n extpack et,perhaps a sailin g v essel could be tak en up,by w hich tim e
w ould be sav ed.B utyou w ill judg e of this.Iw ould hav e sen ta steam er for you tw o
days ag o,butI hav e n on e here butthe Assaye,an d she m ustg o to Ran g oon for the

Tw en ty-n in th as soon as she is coaled.The storm has n otbeg un toclearyet,n orw ill it

till D elhi falls." S o Gran tan d H av elock ,em bark in g tog ether,steam ed up the B ay to
Calcutta, an d arriv ed there on the 17th of Jun e. Itw as a source of g reatperson al

216
T hisw ason the 3rd ofJune.T he first intelligence cam e from S irJohn L aw rence atR aw ulP indee.W riting to

England on the follow ing day,L ord Canning said:"Itcom esupon m e asasad and dispiriting blow in the m idstof
presenttrouble.Butthisisnotatim e to be depressed by any calam ity,w hen every effortm ustbe m ade to keep
up the heartsofthose around us.Iassure you thatthey need it,thoughIam glad to say thatthe panicw hich had
seized the Calcuttaw orld w hen the lastm ailleftis,in am easure,suppressed ....Ihave telegraphed to S irP atrick
Granttocom etoCalcuttaim m ediately toassum ethe officeofactingCom m ander-in-
Chief."— MS. Correspondence.
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happin ess to the latter thathe w as accom pan ied by his son ,then a subaltern of the
Ten th Foot,in w hom already w ere discern ible all the in stin cts an d capacities w hich
com bin e tom ak e a g oodsoldier.

For a m an eag er for m ilitary serv ice on an exten ded field of action ,n o tim e could be
m ore propitious.W elcom e,in deed,to L ord Can n in g w as the adv en tof so tried an d
capable a soldier as H av elock ; an d P atrick Gran t, w ho w ell k n ew his w orth, w as
forw ard torecom m en d him forim m ediate em ploym en t.N ew s had com e thatB en ares
had been sav ed; butthe fate of A llahabad w as still doubtful, an d Caw n pore an d
L uck n ow w ere g irtaroun dby deadly peril.Itw as the w ork of Gov ern m en tatthis tim e,
n oton ly to push forw ard ev ery av ailable European soldier,butto tak e steps to turn
those rein forcem en tstothe bestaccoun tby w ise an dsk ilful org an ization .H av elock had

already m apped outa plan of operation s,the form ation of a m ov able colum n ,actin g
upw ards from the L ow er P rov in ces, bein g a partof it; an d this colum n he w as
com m ission edtocom m an d,w ith the ran k of B rig adier-Gen eral.H e w as directed,"after
quellin g all disturban ces atA llahabad,n otto lose a m om en tin supportin g S ir H en ry
L aw ren ce atL uck n ow an d S ir H ug h W heeler atCaw n pore," an d to "tak e prom pt
m easures for dispersin g an d utterly destroyin g all m utin eers an d in surg en ts." The
sov ereig n im portan ce of sw iftaction w as earn estly im pressed upon him ,an d itw as

addedthatthe Com m an der-in -Chief,hav in g "en tire con fiden ce in his w ell-k n ow n an d
often -prov ed hig h ability,v ig or,an d judg m en t," refrain ed from g iv in g m ore defin ite
in struction s,an d lefthim toshape his m ov em en ts accordin g tothe circum stan ces that
m ig htdev elopthem selv es.217

The am bitious hopes of a life w ere n ow on the poin tof absolute fulfillm en t.H e hadan
in depen den tcom m an d;n oon e tocon trol his m ov em en ts in the field;n oon e toham per
his in div idual judg m en t. B ut w ith all his self-relian ce, he rested, in his hum an

w eak n ess,m ore on the m ig hty arm of the Godof B attles."M ay God,"he said,"g iv e m e
w isdom to fulfill the expectation s of Gov ern m en t, an d to restore tran quility in the
disturbed districts." There w ere som e circum stan ces ag ain sthim . Itw as the w orst
season of the year for m ilitary operation s. The altern ation s of scorchin g heatan d
dren chin g rain ,w hich are the atm ospherical n ecessitiesof an In dian July,w ere tryin g in
the extrem e to the European soldier. H is force w as to con sistof four reg im en ts of
In fan try,w ith Cav alry an d A rtillery.Tw oof these reg im en ts,the S ixty-fourth an d the

S ev en ty-eig hth H ig hlan ders,had belon g ed tohis old P ersian div ision ;an d this w as a
source of satisfaction tohim .B uthe w as sorely distressedw hen he thoug htof the w an t
of horse,the w an tof g un s,an dthe w an tof g un n ers,an dthe certain scarcity of carriag e
w hich w ouldperplex him atA llahabad,w here his force w as tobe form ed,ow in g tothe
heav y loss of Com m issariatcattle w hich hadbeen sustain edby us durin g the disorders
of thatplace.S till,full of heartan dhope,he took hisleav e of the Gov ern or-Gen eral an d

217
M arshm an'sL ifeofHavelock.
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the Com m an der-in -Chief;an d turn ed his back on Calcutta,proceedin g upw ards by
daw k ,on the 25th of Jun e.

A n d n ow , on the m orn in g of the lastday of the H av elock an d m on th, he w as

break fastin g w ith N eill atA llahabad.N eill M uch had these tw ofin e soldiers tosay to
each other. N eill had to report w hat had been recen tly don e at A llahabad. H is
in struction s to Ren aud an d S purg in w ere broug htun der rev iew ,an d w ere cordially
approv ed by H av elock .N othin g could hav e been better than the arran g em en ts w hich
had been m ade for the dispatch of this v an g uard of the reliev in g arm y, or m ore
carefully con sidered than all the in struction s w hich had been issued.218 Itw as ag reed
thatRen aud should adv an ce thatev en in g ,butthatthe steam er w hich w as to carry
S purg in an d his detachm en tshould n otsteam outaton ce,as its prog ress w ould be

m ore rapidthan thatof the m archin g colum n ,w hose adv an ce itw asin ten dedtocov er.

S oRen aud,leadin g the v an of the reliev in g force,thatafter lon g delay w as sen ton to
sav e our im periled people atCaw n pore,pressed on ,proud of his com m ission ,an d
eag er to do the biddin g of his chief.Itw as a g ran d m ov em en tin adv an ce— but,lik e
m an y of our g ran d m ov em en ts,the heart-break in g w ords "TooL ate"w ere w ritten in
characters of dark est n ig ht across it. O n they m arched for three days, leav in g

ev eryw here behin dthem as they w en ttraces of the retributory pow erof the En g lish in
desolatedv illag es an dcorpses dan g lin g from the bran ches of trees.219 B uton the 2n dor
3rd of July,220 a N ativ e spy,sen tby S ir H en ry L aw ren ce from L uck n ow ,cam e in to
Ren aud's cam p, an d an n oun ced thatn othin g could n ow be don e for the relief of
Caw n pore.W heelerhadcapitulated,an dall hispeople hadbeen m ercilessly destroyed.

218
T hese instructions,the substance ofw hich isgiven in the preceding chapters(and w hich w ere published

verbatim in the M em oirofGeneralN eill,in the "Lives of Indian Officers"),w ere highly com m ended by S irP atrick
Grant,w how rote:"YourinstructionstoR enaud and S ourginareadm irable,and provideforevery possiblepresent
circum stancesasw ellasalleventualities,and by them ,and them only,R enaud should have been guided.Ihope
you w ere in tim e to prevent the w ithdraw ing S purgin'sdetachm ent from the steam er,and that the 'vesselhas
proceeded uptheriveraccordingtoyouroriginalintention.S endingherw asanexcellentm easure,and Ianticipate
m ostfavorable resultsfrom it,and she w illbe ofincalculable value in collecting boatsand assistingin m akingthe
passageoftheriverafterthew orktobedoneatCaw nporeisfinished."— MS. Correspondence.

219
Ishould be untrue to history ifIdid notrecord m y beliefthatthese retributory m easuresw ere distinguished

by undueseverity.W illiam R ussell,am ongw hosem any highqualitiesasapublicw ritertruthfulnessisconspicuous,
recordsthe follow ingin his"Diary in India:""In the courseofaconversation to-day,an officer,w ho w asattached
toR enaud'scolum nw henitm ovedoutinadvanceofHavelock'sforce,toldm ethattheexecutionsofN ativesw ere
indiscrim inatetothelastdegree...Intw odaysforty-tw om enw erehanged ontheroadside,and abatchoftw elve
m en w ere executed because theirfacesw ere turned the w rong w ay'w hen they w ere m et on the m arch.Allthe
villagesin hisfront w ere burntw hen he halted.T hese severities'could not have been justified by the Caw npore
m assacre,because they tookplace before that diabolicalsot.T he officerin question rem onstrated w ith R enaud,
on the ground that,ifhe persisted in thiscourse,he w ould em pty the villages,and renderitim possible to supply
the arm y w ith provisions." Ihisisconfirm ed by the account ofthe signsofretribution apparent to those w ho
follow edinthew akeofR enaud'sm arch.
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O nthe3rd,L ieut.Chalm ersrodeintoAllahabadw iththenew s.
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Thism iserable in tellig en ce w asreceiv edw ith differen tem otion sby N eill an dH av elock .
The form er w as lon g un w illin g tobeliev e thatCaw n pore had fallen .H e look ed upon
the story as an in v en tion of the en em y in ten dedtoarrestthe forw ardm ov em en tof the

Force w hich the En g lish w ere equippin g for its relief. H is w ish w as father to the
thoug ht;for,althoug h he couldn otreproach him self forthe delay thathadoccurredin
the dispatch of rein forcem en tstoW heeler'shelp— delays,w hich hadthe full san ction of
the hig hestm ilitary authority in the coun try 221 — he could n ot, w ithoutreluctan ce,
acceptthe factthatthose delays hadshatteredall his hopes of succorin g ourdistressed
people,an d had turn ed the reliev in g force in to an arm y of retribution .B utH av elock
had full faith in the disastrous story.Tw o spies cam e in to A llahabad.They spok e of
w hatthey hadseen .Exam in edseparately,they recitedthe sam e details;there w ere n o

con tradiction s or discrepan cies in their ev iden ce.They am ply con firm ed the reports
w hich hadreachedRen aud's Cam p,an dhadbeen sen tin by him toA llahabad.Tak in g
these differen tv iew s of the actual position of affairs in adv an ce, the tw o soldiers
differed w ith respectto the course to be pursued. H av elock dispatched orders to
Ren audtostan dfast.B utN eill w as eag erforhim topush forw ard,an dteleg raphedto
the Com m an der-in -Chief rem on stran ce's ag ain st delay. H av elock arg ued that if
Caw n pore had fallen , the troops thathad besieg ed itw ould be released for action

elsew here, an d w ould assuredly m ov e dow n in im m en se n um bers to in terceptthe
adv an ce of the colum n from A llahabad,an d utterly to ov erw helm it.B utN eill,still
thin k in g the reporta ruse of the en em y,eag erly con ten dedthatall w ouldbe lostif w e
faltered atsuch a m om en t.B oth w ere rig htin their sev eral deduction s.Tim e prov ed
thatH av elock w as rig htas tothe facts.Caw n pore hadfallen ,an dthe g arrison hadbeen
destroyedalm osttoa m an .H ow ithappen ed— how form ore than three w eek sthe little
ban dof heroicEn g lishm en hadstoodtheirg roun dag ain stthe teem in g m ultitude of the
en em y,an dhow atlasttreachery hadaccom plishedw hatcouldn otbe don e by hon est

fig htin g ,isn ow tobe told.Itisthe saddestchapterin the w hole history of the w ar— but,
perhaps, the brig htest. H ow ev er feeble the recital, n o En g lishm an can ev er read it
w ithoutthe profoun destem otion sboth of pity an dof pride.

The city ortow n of Caw n pore hadn othin g in oraboutittom ak e itfam ous in story.It
had n ov en erable tradition s,n oan cien thistorical rem ain s,n oarchitectural attraction s,
toen able ittoran k w ith B en ares orA g ra.Com m ercially itshon e on ly as the city of the

w ork ers-in -leather.Itw as a g reatem porium forharn ess of all k in ds,an dforboots an d
shoes alik e of the A siatic an d the European types of civ ilization .If n otbetter,these

221
S irP atrickGranthad w ritten to him m ore than once to urge him to be cautious,and notto strip Allahabad of

troopsorto send an in-sufficientforce to Caw npore."You talkofan early advance tow ardsCaw npore,and Ishall
berightgladthatyou m adeam oveinthatdirection;butIpray you tobearinm indthat.Allahabadisapointofthe
very greatestim portance,the perfectsecurity ofw hich oughtnotto be neglected on any account."And again,on
thefollow ingday:"Farbeitfrom m etoham peryou inanyw ay— yourenergy,decision,and activity areadm irable;
butIm ustw arn you to be cautiousnotto com m ittoo sm allaforce ofEuropeanstow ardsCaw npore.IfDelhihas
fallen,asw ebelieveithas,thefugitivesfrom itw illallm akeforCaw nporeandL ucknow ,andtherew illcertainly be
anim m ensegatheringofscum ofallsortsatthosepoints."— MS. Correspondence.
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articles w ere cheaperthan elsew here,an dfew En g lish officers passedthroug h the place
w ithoutsupplyin g them selv es w ith leather-w are. B utlife an d m otion w ere n ev er
w an tin g to the place, especially on the riv erside, w here m an y stirrin g sig n s of
m ercan tile activ ity w ere ev ertobe seen .The broadw atersof the Gan g es,n earthe Great
Ghaut,floated v essels of all sizes an d all shapes,from the stately venetianed pinnace to

the rude open "din g hy,"or w herry;an d there clusterin g aboutthe lan din g -steps,busy
w ith oridly w atchin g the debark ation of produce an dg oodsof v ariedk in ds,orw aitin g
for the ferry-boats thatcrossed an d re-crossed the Gan g es,w ere to be seen a m otley
assem blag e of people of differen tn ation s an ddifferen tcallin g s an ddifferen tcostum es;
w hilsta con tin ual B abel of m an y v oices rose from the excited crow d.In the streets of
the tow n itself there w as little toev ok e rem ark .B ut,perhaps,am on g its sixty thousan d
in habitan ts there m ay hav e been ,ow in g toits con tig uity tothe borders of O ude,rather

a g reaterstren g th than com m on of the "dan g erousclasses."

The station of Caw n pore w as a larg e,strag g lin g place,six orsev en m iles in exten t.The
B ritish lin es stretched alon g the southern ban k of the Gan g es,w hich aboutm idw ay
betw een the tw o extrem ities of the can ton m en tw as span n ed by a bridg e of boats,
leadin g from a poin topposite the city tothe L uck n ow road on the other ban k .There
w as n othin g peculiar to Caw n pore in the factthatthe priv ate dw ellin g -houses an d

publicoffices of the En g lish w ere scatteredaboutin the m ostprom iscuous m an n er,as
thoug h they hadfallen from the sk ies orbeen projectedby toearthquak e.A tthe n orth-
w estern extrem ity,lyin g betw een the road toB ithoor an d the road toD elhi,w ere the
prin cipal houses of the civ ilian s,the Treasury,the Gaol,an d the M ission prem ises.
These buildin g s lay beyon dthe lin es of the m ilitary can ton m en t,in the extrem e n orth-
w estern corn erof w hich w asthe M ag azin e.In the cen tre,betw een the city an dthe riv er,
w ere the Church,the A ssem bly room s,the Theatre,the Teleg raph office,an d other
public edifices;w hilstscattered abouthere an d there,w ithoutan y apparen tsystem ,

w ere the prin cipal m ilitary buildin g s,European an d N ativ e;the N ativ e lin es lyin g for
the m ostpartin the reartow ards the southeastern poin tof the can ton m en t.Itw as the
essen tial con dition of an E n g lish can ton m en tthatitshouldstrag g le,an dthere w as n ot
on e m ore strag g lin g than Caw n pore.B ut,on the w hole,itw as n ota disag reeable,n or,
in deed,an in con v en ien tplace,althoug h the distan cestobe trav elledw ere g reatan dthe
heatof the sum m er m on ths w as excessiv e.Ev en tothe dust,w hich,exceptdurin g the
rain y season ,w as prodig ious,the residen ts becam e accustom edaftera little w hile;or,if

they did n ot,they recon ciled them selv es to itby thin k in g thatthe station had m an y
g reatsocial adv an tag es,thatitw as w ell prov idedw ith m ean s of am usem en tupon the
m ostapprov ed prin ciples of w estern civ ilization ,an d that"Europe g oods"of all k in ds
w ere alm ostasplen tiful asin Calcutta.

Fordurin g a lon g seriesof yearsCaw n pore hadbeen on e of the m ostim portan tm ilitary
station s in In dia.There w ere few officers eitherof the Q ueen 's orthe Com pan y's A rm y
w ho,durin g the period of their Eastern serv ice,had n ot,atsom e tim e or other,don e

duty in thatv astcan ton m en t.B utthe exten sion of our Em pire tow ards the A fg han
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fron tierhadg reatly dim in ishedits im portan ce as a m ilitary position ;an dalthoug h the
subsequen tan n exation of O ude haddon e som ethin g torestore the fadedpreten sion s of
the Caw n pore div ision ,the station itself on ly suffered further declin e.Itw as still the
H ead Q uarters of the D iv ision ,an d the com m an din g Gen eral resided there w ith the

D iv ision S taff.B utthere w ere n o lon g er European Reg im en ts,or ev en an European
Reg im en t,in its barrack s.A g reatstren g th of N ativ e soldiery g arrison edthe place,w ith
som e sixty European A rtillerym en ,an d afterw ards sixty m en of H er M ajesty's Eig hty-
fourth Reg im en tan da few M adras Fusiliers,w hom Tuck eran dP on son by hadsen ton
from B en ares.222 The First, the Fifty-third, an d the Fifty-sixth S epoy Reg im en ts of
In fan try w ere there,an d the S econ d Reg im en tof S epoy Cav alry— in all,aboutthree
thousan dm en .A n ditw as com putedthatthe ag g reg ate population of the Can ton m en t,
w ith itsv astassem blag e of cam p-follow ers,w asn early equal tothatof the Tow n .

The Caw n pore D iv ision w as then com m an ded by Gen eral S ir H ug h W heeler.H e w as
an old an d a distin g uished officer of the Com pan y's A rm y.H e had seen m uch g ood
serv ice in A fg han istan an d in the P un jab,an d had w on his spurs un der Goug h in the
secon d S ik h W ar,in com m an d of a div ision of his arm y.N o m an k n ew the S epoy s
better,an d n om an w as m ore respected by them .B uthe had k n ow n them a little too
lon g . L ook in g back throug h m ore than half-a-cen tury of g ood serv ice, he could

rem em ber how they foug htin the g ood olddays of L ak e an dO uchterlon y.There w as
n othin g ,in deed,to be said ag ain sthim exceptthathe bore the burden of m ore than
sev en ty years.H e bore itlig htly,succum bin g little tothe pressure.S till itw asthere;an d
itw as a n ecessity thathe shouldhav e lostben eath itsom e m easure atleastof the v ig or
an den erg y of his prim e.H e w as of shortstature an dof lig htw eig ht;an dtothe lasthe
w as a g oodan dactiv e horsem an .A ccom pan iedby his daug hters,he often w en toutin
pursuitof a jack al,w ith a few im portedhoun ds,w hich he k eptforthe purpose;223 an d
there w as still en oug h of the fire of the sportsm an in the ashes of the v eteran tosuffer

him ,in the crispairof the early m orn in g ,toen joy the excitem en tof the chase.

B utGen eral W heeler,thoug h faradv an cedin years,hadlostn on e of the clearn essof his
m en tal v ision .H e hadn otbecom e blin dtothe failin g sof the S epoy;he hadn oten cased
him self in thathard in credulity w hich forbade m an y to believ e itpossible thatthe
N ativ e soldier could ev er be "un true to his salt." Ev er sin ce the firstsym ptom s of
disquietude atB arrack pore an d B erham pore had been m an ifested, he had w atched

n arrow ly the S epoy reg im en ts un der his im m ediate com m an d,look in g for in dication s

222
M ow bray T hom son saysthat"the European force consisted ofthe officersattached to the S epoy regim ents;

sixty m en ofthe Eighty-fourth R egim ent; seventy-fourm en ofthe T hirty-second,w ho w ere invalided; sixty-five
m en ofthe M adrasFusiliers,and fifty-nine m en ofthe Com pany'sArtillery — aboutthree hundred com batantsin
all."M r.S herer,inhisofficialnarrative,com putestheinvalidsoftheT hirty-secondatthirty.

223
S eeM ow bray T hom son'snarrative.T heblood w hichranintheveinsofW heeler'schildrenw asnotthatofthe

pureEuropeanrace.
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of a lik e tem per am on g them .224 A n d w hen n ew s cam e of the rev oltof the N ativ e
Reg im en ts atM eerutan datD elhi,he saw clearly thatitw oulddem an dthe exercise of
all his in fluen ce to prev en ta sim ilar explosion atCaw n pore.Then he lam en ted that
hard n ecessity had stripped the station of European troops,in order thatO ude an d

other n ew ly-acquired territories m ig htbe defen ded.A n n exation w as doin g its w ork .
W e had exten ded our Em pire w ithoutin creasin g our A rm y;an d so ithappen ed that
m an y of the m ostim portan tstation sbetw een the n ew an dthe oldcapital of In dia w ere,
sav in g a few En g lish g un n ers,utterly w ithoutEuropean troops.Itw ouldbe difficultto
con ceiv e an y position m ore dispiritin g than W heeler's in thatfatal m on th of M ay.
L uck n ow had g ot the reg im en t, w hich m ig ht otherw ise hav e been station ed at
Caw n pore;an d n oton ly w as the latter n eg ativ ely,butpositiv ely,w eak en ed by the
arran g em en t,forall the hum an im pedim en ta,the w om en ,the children ,an dthe in v alids

of the Thirty-secon dQ ueen 's,hadbeen leftatthatplace.A n dthere w ere m an y besides
these.

Caw n pore aboun dedin excellen thouse accom m odation ,as w ell as in publicbuildin g s
of all k in ds; an d n ot m erely the w iv es an d children of our civ il an d m ilitary
fun ction aries,hig h an d low ,butthe fam ilies also of European or Eurasian m erchan ts
an d traders w ere g athered there in larg e n um bers,an d the g riev ous respon sibility of

protectin g all these helpless on es then fell upon the ag edGen eral.H is half-a-cen tury of
serv ice had broug hthim n o such w ork as this.There w as m uch then g oin g on in the
L in es of w hich,doubtless,the Gen eral k n ew n othin g ;butn ow an d then ,as the m on th
of M ay adv an ced,un pleasan trev elation s w ere m ade tohim throug h his officers.Itdid
n otappearthatthe S epoysw ere disaffectedorev en discon ten ted,but,asin otherplaces
of w hich Ihav e spok en ,a g reatfear w as settlin g dow n upon our N ativ e soldiery.The
m ostextrav ag an tstories w ere curren tam on g them . The H in doo an d M ahom edan
troops on a g iv en day w ere tobe assem bledupon an un derm in edparade-g roun d,an d

the w hole of them blow n in to the air.This an d other fables equally m on strous w ere
freely circulated am on g the S epoys an d readily believ ed. N othin g could be m ore
alarm in g toon e w ell acquain ted w ith the character of the N ativ e soldier than the free
acceptan ce of stories of this k in d,w hich show edthatthe oldbon ds of con fiden ce w ere
utterly brok en ;an d S ir H ug h W heeler,therefore,plain ly saw thatthe dan g er w as on e
w hich itw ould be m ostdifficulttoarrest,for n othin g is soin tractable as a pan ic.For
som e days afterthe n ew s from M eerutan dD elhihadreachedCaw n pore,he hadhope

thatthe publicm in dm ig htbe reassured;butthissoon passedaw ay.Itw asplain tohim ,
as tim e w ore on ,thatthe excitem en trather in creased than dim in ished.A n d the peril

224
"He had proved him selfon so m any occasionsso fertile in resources,so ready to overcom e difficulties,so

prom pt,active,and energetic,that he w asthought the m an of allothersm ost com petent to dealw ith an
insurrection ofthischaracterm ostfitted to unravelthe w eb ofm ystery in w hich itsorigin w asthen clouded,and
to open the m indsofthe S epoysto the insensate folly oftheirproceedings.And ifthishad been am ere m ilitary
outbreak,assom ehaveim agined;ifthedispossessed princesand peopleoftheland,farm ers,villagers,riots,had
notm ade com m on cause w ith the S epoys,there isevery reason to believe thatbutaportion ofthe Force w ould
haverevolted."— Red Pamphlet.
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w hich stared him in the face w as n otm erely the peril of m utin ous soldiery;he w as
threaten edalsoby an in surg en tpopulation ,w hich m ig hthav e ov erw helm edhim .A n d
itseem ed to him in this em erg en cy thatthe bestm ean s of defen din g the liv es of the
Christian com m un ities an dm ain tain in g ,thoug h on ly on a n arrow space,the authority

of the Christian Gov ern m en t,un til succours should arriv e toen able him toacton the
offen siv e,w as by throw in g up som e defen siv e w ork s,w ithin w hich the En g lish m ig ht
g atherthem selv estog ether,an dw ith the aidof theirg un s k eepthe en em y ata distan ce.
B eyon dthis there w as n othin g thathe coulddo;an ditw as n oteasy todeterm in e how
ev en thislittle w astobe don e.

O f all the defen sible poin tsin the Can ton m en t,w as held,in the firstin stan ce,thatthe
M ag azin e in the n orth-w estern corn erof the m ilitary lin esw asthatbestadapted,in the

exig en cy w hich hadarisen ,fora defen siv e position .Italm ostrestedon the riv er,an dit
w assurroun dedby w allsof substan tial m ason ry.B utin steadof this,S irH ug h W heeler
selecteda spotaboutsix m iles low erdow n tothe south-east,atsom e distan ce from the
riv er,an d n otfar from the S epoys'huts.There w ere quarters of som e k in d for our
people w ithin tw o lon g hospital barrack s (on e w holly of m ason ry,the other w ith a
thatchedroof)— sin g le-storiedbuildin g s w ith v eran dahs run n in g roun dthem ,an dw ith
the usual out-houses attached.This spothe beg an toen tren ch,tofortify w ith artillery,

an d to prov ision w ith supplies of differen t k in ds. O rders w en t forth to the
Com m issariat,an dtheirefforts w ere supplem en tedby the m an ag ers of the reg im en tal
m esses,w ho freely sen tin their stores of beer an d w in e,herm etically-sealed dain ties,
an dothercreature-com forts thatm ig htserv e tom itig ate the ev ils of the brief deten tion
w hich w as believ ed tobe the w orstthatcould befall us.B utthe ag g reg ate am oun tof
food w as lam en tably ill-proportion ed to the exig en cies of the occasion . The N ativ e
con tractors failed,as they often dofail atsuch tim es,an dthe stores w hich they sen tin
fell shortof the fig ures in the paper-in den ts.A ll else w as of the sam e k in d— w eak ,

scan ty,an d in sufficien t.A s to the so-called fortification s,they w ere so paltry thatan
E n g lish subaltern could hav e ridden ov er them on a cast-horse from the Com pan y's
S tud.The earthw ork s w ere little m ore than four feethig h,an d w ere n otev en bullet-
proof atthe crest. The apertures for the artillery exposed both our g un s an d our
g un n ers,w hilstan en em y in adjacen tbuildin g s m ig htfin d cov er on all sides.N ot,
how ev er,from ig n oran ce orn eg lig en ce didthisin sufficien cy arise.The lastw eek sof the
dry season w ere upon us,an dthe earth w as sohardthatitw asdifficulttodig it,an dso

friable w hen dug thatthe n ecessary cohesion w asalm ostun attain able.

Ithas often been saidthatW heeleroug httohav e chosen the M ag azin e as the cen tre of
his lin es of defen ce,an d thatall the subsequen tev il arose from the absen ce of this
obv ious precaution . The con sideration s w hich sug g ested them selv es to the m ilitary
critics w ere n otabsen tfrom his ow n m in d. B utthere w as on e param oun tthoug ht
w hich ov er-ruled them .The firststep tow ards the occupation of the M ag azin e w ould
hav e been the w ithdraw al of the S epoy g uard; an d to hav e attem pted this w ould

certain ly hav e g iv en the sig n al foran im m ediate risin g .W ith the sm all European force
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athis disposal itw ouldhav e been m an ifestly un w ise toprov ok e a collision .If the first
blow w ere to be struck by our ow n people,itw ould,he believ ed,hav e im m ediate
results of a far m ore disastrous character than those w hich w ere lik ely toarise from a
spon tan eous rev oltag ain stB ritish authority,detachedfrom those feelin g s of an im osity

an d resen tm en tw hich m ig hthav e been en g en dered by a firstoffen siv e m ov em en ton
our part.Itm ustbe adm itted thatthe spotselected for our refug e w as,in deed,buta
m iserable place for the protection of a larg e body of Christian people ag ain stthe
thousan ds an d ten s of thousan ds thatm ig htsurg e up todestroy them .B utitw as n ot
believ ed,atthattim e,thatW heeleran dhisfollow ersw ouldbe calledupon toface m ore
than the passin g dan g erof a risin g of the "budmashes"of the city an dthe bazaars.A ll the

in form ation thatreachedhim con firm edthe belief thatif the reg im en ts shouldm utin y
they w ouldm arch off aton ce toD elhi.A n dhe w as in alm ostdaily expectation of bein g

recruited from below by rein forcem en ts sen tupw ards from Calcutta. A ll thatw as
n eeded,itthen appearedtothe Gen eral an dtoothers,w as a place of refug e;fora little
space,durin g the con fusion thatw ouldarise on the firstoutbreak of the m ilitary rev olt,
w hen ,doubtless,there w ould be plun der an d dev astation .Itw as feltthatthe S epoys
hadatthattim e n ocrav in g afterEuropean blood,an dthattheirdeparture w oulden able
W heeleran dhis European s tom arch toA llahabad,tak in g all the Christian people w ith
him .225

W hilstthese precaution s w ere bein g tak en ,the H elp from Gen eral sen tan express to
L uck n ow , requestin g S ir L uck n ow . H en ry L aw ren ce to len d him , for a w hile, a
com pan y or tw o of the Thirty-secon d Reg im en t, as he had reason to expect an
im m ediate risin g atCaw n pore.226 L ittle could L aw ren ce spare a sin g le m an from the
troublous capital of O ude;butthose w ere days w hen Christian g en tlem en rose ton oble
heig hts of g en erosity an dself-sacrifice ;an dH en ry L aw ren ce,w ho,atan y tim e,w ould

225
How eversound these reasonsm ay have been,it isnot to be questioned that the selection w asagreat

m isfortune.T heM agazinepositionisthusdescribed by General.N eill,aftervisitingthe place,onhisfirstarrivalat
Caw npore:"It isaw alled defence,w alled enclosure,proofagainst m usketry,covering an areaofthree acres—
am ple room in itforallthe garrison— close to the bankofthe river;the housesclose to itare alldefensible,and
they,w ith the M agazine,could have been held against any N ative force,ashaving the large and [obscure] guns,
w ith abundance ofam m unition,neitherthe N ananorthe N ativesw ould have com e nearthem .T hey could have
m ovedoutandattackedthem w iththeguns,andw ouldhavenotonly savedthem selveshitthecity,tosay nothing
ofalarge arsenaland m any thousand stand ofarm s,artillery tents,harness,&c.&c.GeneralW heelerought to
have gone there atonce;no onecould have prevented him ;they m ighthave saved everythingthey had alm ost,if
they had.T here issom ethingaw fulin the num berofcatastrophes,w hich could have been avoided by acom m on
degree ofcaution."-MS. Correspondence.It w asnot,how ever,w ant ofcaution,but,perhapsover-caution,that
caused W heelernottoresorttotheM agazinebuildings.T hedistancebetw eentheL inesandtheM agazineistobe
taken into account; and som e m ilitary authoritiesm ay differ from N eill'sopinion,that no one could have
prevented W heelerfrom betakinghim self,w ithhisw om en,children,andinvalids,totheM agazine.

226
It should be observed that L ucknow w asw ithin the Caw npore Division ofthe Arm y,and therefore,in the

norm alstate ofaffairs,W heelerm ighthave m ade any disposition ofthe troopsunderhiscom m and thatseem ed
fit to him .But w hen the crisisarose,S irHenry L aw rence had telegraphed to the Governor-Generalfor" plenary
m ilitary authority in O ude,"and L ord Canninghad gladly given him the pow ershe had sought,w ritingto W heeler
atthesam etim eakindly explanationofthecircum stances,w hichhadreconciled theGeneraltothechange.
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hav e div idedhis cloak w ith an other,orsn atchedthe helm etw ith the lastdropof w ater
from his ow n lips,w as n oton e tohesitate w hen such a dem an d w as m ade upon him .
H e sen tall thathe couldsen d— eig hty-fourm en of the Thirty-secon d,Q ueen 's— pack ed
closely in such w heeledcarriag es as couldbe m ustered.H e sen talsotw odetachm en ts

of the O ude H orse to k eep open the road betw een Caw n pore an d A g ra,an d ren der
such other assistan ce as Irreg ular H orse w ell com m an ded can ren der,if on ly they be
true totheirleaders.A party of O ude A rtillery accom pan iedthem w ith tw ofieldg un s,
un der L ieuten an tA she--a youn g officer of rare prom ise,w hich w as soon toripen in to
heroicperform an ce.227

W ith these detachm en ts w en tCaptain Fletcher H ayes,M ilitary S ecretary toS ir H en ry
L aw ren ce— a m an of g reatcapacity an d g reatcourag e;in the prim e of his life an d the

heig htof hisdarin g .H e hadg raduatedin on e of ourg reatEn g lish un iv ersities,an dw as
an erudite scholar an d an accom plished g en tlem an .H e w as n ow sen ttoCaw n pore to
ascertain the real state of affairs there for the in form ation of his Chief.S ohe m oun ted
his horse an dstartedw ith the Cav alry,g iv in g up his carriag e,in w hich he hadatfirst
in ten ded to trav el, to a party of European soldiers:— "For," he w rote, "as they
represen ted three hun dred roun ds of balled am m un ition ready atan y m om en tfor
an ybody,Ithoug htthatthey w ere of farm ore im portan ce than an y n um berof m ilitary

secretaries."A ll throug h the day,from daw n tosom e hours aftersun set,they toiledon ,
sufferin g sev erely from the in ten se heatan d the parchin g thirst. B utthey reached
Caw n pore w ithoutdisaster;an din a little w hile H ayes hadtak en in the situation an d
had flun g him self in to the w ork thatlay before him ,as if he had been on e of the
g arrison him self.

A n dw hen E n g lish authority atCaw n pore appealedtoH en ry L aw ren ce forassistan ce,
as thoug h by som e stran g e fatality itw ere doom ed thataid should be soug ht,in the

crisisw hich hadarisen ,from the tw oex trem esof hum an ity,an appeal w asm ade toour
n eig hbor,the Rajah of B ithoor,D oon dooP un t,N an a S ahib,afterthe v isittoL uck n ow ,
recorded in m y firstv olum e,had return ed tohis hom e atB ithoor.H e had,doubtless,
clearly discern edthe feelin g in the O udh capital— n ay,throug houtthe w hole prov in ce.
H e k n ew w ell thatthere w as a g reatexcitem en t— itm ig htbe of dan g er,itm ig htbe of
fear— aliv e am on g the S epoys all ov er Upper In dia.H e feltthathe hated the En g lish,
an d thathis tim e had com e.B utall thatw as passin g in the m in d of the disappoin ted

M ahratta w as as a sealed book to the En g lish. O f course the w hole story of the
disappoin tm en tw as on record. H ad itn otg on e from Calcutta to L on don — from
L on don back toCalcutta;an d from Calcutta ag ain toCaw n pore? A n d did itn otcov er
m an y sheets of foolscap? M ilitary m en m ig htk n ow little of the story w hich has been
toldin thisbook ,an dtociv ilian sa rejectedm em orial w assocom m on a thin g ,thatev en

227
T he num berofEuropeanssent by S irHenry L aw rence to Caw npore hasbeen variously stated.HisM ilitary

S ecretary,inalettertoM r.Edm onstone,setsitdow natfifty m enand tw oofficers.T heCavalry detachm entsw ere
sent on by S irHugh W heeler,and the officersw ere m urdered;but Ashe and the gunsrem ained,orreturned,to
takegood partinthedefence.
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to the hest-in form ed of them there could hav e appeared to be n o earthly reason w hy
D oon dooP un tshouldn otaccepthisposition quietly,subm issiv ely,resig n edly,afterthe
fashion of his k in d,an d be ev er after loyal to the Gov ern m en tthathad rejected his
claim s.S o w hen dan g er threaten ed them ,itappeared to the authorities atCaw n pore

thatassistan ce m ig htbe obtain ed from the N an a S ahib.For althoug h L ord D alhousie
an dthe Com pan y hadrefusedtoin crease his store,he hadabun dan ce of m on ey an dall
thatm on ey could purchase, in cludin g horses an d elephan ts an d a larg e body of
retain ers— alm ost,in deed,a little arm y of his ow n .H e hadbeen in frien dly in tercourse
w ith ourofficers uptothis v ery tim e,an dn oon e doubtedthatas he hadthe pow er,so
alsohe hadthe w ill tobe of substan tial use tous in the hourof ourtrouble.Itw as on e
of those stran g e rev en g es,w ith w hich the stream of Tim e isladen .The "arbiterof others
fate" had sudden ly becom e "a supplian tfor his ow n ;" an d the represen tativ es of the

B ritish Gov ern m en tw ere suin g toon e recen tly a suitor castin our ow n hig h political
courts.The m adn ess of this w as seen atL uck n ow ;butitw as n otseen atCaw n pore.S o
the allian ce of the N an a S ahib w as soug htas an elem en tof stren g th in our hour of
trouble.228

Itw as in this w ise :Tosecure the safety of the Gov ern m en ttreasure w as n ecessarily at
such a tim e on e of the m ain objects of both the m ilitary an d the civ il authorities.If it

couldbe lodg edw ithin the en tren chm en ts itw ouldbe outof the g rasp of the soldiery,
w ho, as our officers w ell k n ew , on the firstopen m an ifestation of rev olt, w ould
assuredly m ak e for the Treasury an d g org e them selv es w ith the spoil.B utw hen there
w as m en tion m ade of an in ten tion to rem ov e the coin ,the S epoys,by w hom itw as
g uarded,w ere outw ardly all loyalty an ddev otion ,an ddeclaredthatitw as safe in their
han ds.The reason of this w as m an ifest;an d W heeler,an xious abov e all thin g s n otto
precipitate a collision , shrun k from in sistin g upon a m easure w hich w ould in all
probability hav e been v iolen tly resisted.Tocoun teractan y dan g er from this source,it

w as con sidereda g oodstrok e of policy toav ail ourselv es of the assistan ce of a party of
the arm edfollow ers of the N an a S ahib,w hohadbeen in frequen tin tercourse w ith M r.
H illersdon ,the Collector,an d w hohad sm ilin g ly assured thatofficer of his sym pathy
an dfrien dship.The Treasury stoodata little distan ce from the B ithoorroad,som e m iles
aw ay from the m ilitary lin es;an d v ery soon som e tw ohun dred of the retain ers of the
N an a,w ith a couple of g un s,w ere posted atN ew abg un j,w hich com m an ded both the
Treasury an dthe M ag azin e.229

228
M r. M artin Gubbinsstatesthat the Generalw asdistinctly w arned not to trust the N anaS ahib. "S ir H.

L aw rence," he says,"concurred in m y suspicions,and by hisauthority Iaddressed S irHugh W heeler,cautioning
him against the N ana,and stating S irHenry'sbeliefthat he w asnot to be depended upon."— Mutinies in Oudh,
page32.

229
S om etim eafterw ards,T antiaT opeegavethefollow ingaccountofM r.Hillersdon'snegotiationsw iththeN ana

S ahib.Igive itasthe N ative version ofthe transaction:— "In the m onth ofM ay,1857,the CollectorofCaw npore
sentanoteofthefollow ingpurporttotheN anaS ahibatBithoor,viz.thathebeggedhim (theN ana)toforw ardhis
w ifeand childrentoEngland.T heN anaconsented todoso,and fourdaysafterw ardstheCollectorw rotetohim to
bring histroopsand gunsw ith him from Bithoorto Caw npore.Iw ent w ith the N anaand about one hundred
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This w as on the 22n dof M ay.O n the precedin g day the rein forcem en ts from L uck n ow
hadarriv ed;an daboutthe sam e tim e,on the sug g estion of the Gen eral,the w om en an d
children an dn on -com batan ts hadbetak en them selv es tothe place of refug e w ithin the

im prov ised en tren chm en ts.There w as then a scen e of frig htful con fusion ,w hich on e,
w hohad justarriv edfrom L uck n ow ,thus g raphically described."The Gen eral,"w rote
FletcherH ayesin a priv ate lettertoS ecretary Edm on ston e,"w asdelig htedtohearof the
arriv al of the European s,an d soon from all sides,I heard of reports of all sorts an d
k in ds w hich people k eptbrin g in g to the Gen eral un til n early on e A .m .,on the 22n d,
w hen w e retiredtorest.A tsix A .M .Iw en touttohav e a look atthe v arious places,an d
sin ce Ihav e been in In dia n ev erw itn essedsofrig htful a scen e of con fusion ,frig ht,an d
bad arran g em en tas the European barrack s presen ted. Four g un s w ere in position

loaded,w ith European artillerym en in n ig htcaps an d w ide-aw ak es an d side-arm s on ,
han g in g to the g un s in g roups— look in g lik e m elodram atic buccan eers.P eople of all
k in ds,of ev ery color,sect,an d profession ,w ere crow din g in to the barrack s.W hilstI
w as there,bug g ies,palki-gharrees,v ehicles of all sorts,drov e upan ddischarg edcarg oes

of w riters,tradesm en ,an d a m iscellan eous m ob of ev ery com plexion ,from w hite to
taw n y— all in terror of the im ag in ary foe;ladies sittin g dow n atthe roug h m ess-tables
in the barrack s,w om en suck lin g in fan ts,ayahs an d children in all direction s,an d—

officers too!In short,as Ihav e w ritten toS irH en ry,Isaw quite en oug h tocon v in ce m e
thatif an y in surrection took ortak esplace,w e shall hav e n oon e tothan k butourselv es,
because w e hav e n ow show n tothe N ativ eshow v ery easily w e can becom e frig hten ed,
an d w hen frig hten ed utterly helpless.D urin g thatday (the 22n d)the shops in all the
bazaars w ere shut,fourorfiv e tim es,an dall day the Gen eral w as w orriedtodeath by
people run n in g up to reportim probable stories, w hich in ten m in utes m ore w ere
con tradicted by others still m ore m on strous.A ll yesterday (23rd)the sam e thin g w en t
on ;an dIw ish thatyou couldsee the European barrack san dthe chapel close toit— an d

theiroccupan ts.Ibeliev e thatif an ythin g w ill k eep the S epoys quiet,itw ill be,n extto
P rov iden ce,the g reatrespectw hich they all hav e for Gen eral W heeler,an d for him
alon e.H e has all his doors an d w in dow s open all n ig ht,an d has n ev er thoug htof
m ov in g or of allow in g his fam ily to m ov e. B rig adier Jack , P ark er, the can ton m en t
m ag istrate,an d W ig g in s,the Judg e A dv ocate-Gen eral,are,I believ e,the on ly people
w hosleepin theirhouses."230

S epoysand three hundred m atchlock-m en and tw o gunsto the Collector'shouse atCaw npore.T he Collectorw as
then in the entrenchm ents,and notin hishouse.He sentusw ord to rem ain,and w e stopped athishouse during
the night.T heCollectorcam einthem orningand told theN anato occupy hisow nhouse,w hichw asin Caw npore.
W e accordingly did so.W erem ained there tourdays,and the gentlem ansaid itw asfortunate w e had com eto his
aid,asthe S epoyshad becom e disobedient;and thathe w ould apply to the Generalin ourbehalf.He did so,and
theGeneralw rotetoAgra,w henceareply cam ethatarrangem entsw ould bem adeforthepay ofourm en."— MS.
Records.

230
MS. Correspondence
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The chief source of im m ediate dan g er atthis tim e w as the tem per of the S econ d
Cav alry.The place in the A rm y L istassig n edtothis reg im en thad,forsom e tim e,been
a blan k .Itw asthe n um berof the reg im en tw hich haddisg raceditself atP urw an durrah,
an dhadbeen ig n om in iously disban ded;an ditw as n otun til 1850,thatthe n um berhad

been restored tothe L istof the B en g al A rm y.231 Thatthe troopers w ere ripe for rev olt
w as certain ,for already they w ere quietly m ak in g arran g em en ts to sen d aw ay their
fam ilies an dtheirproperty,an dsoon they hadn othin g in theirhuts huttheirdrin k in g -
v essels.They stood,as itw ere,w ith theirloin s g irtaboutfor action ,an d W heeler had
m ore than on ce credible in form ation thatthey w ere aboutim m ediately tostrik e.Itw as
believ edthat,differin g from the in fan try reg im en ts atCaw n pore,these cav alry S epoys
in cluded in their prog ram m e the m urder of their officers. There w ere. m an y
M ahom edan s in the corps,an dM ahom edan feelin g w as then stron g in the place.There

hadbeen g reatg atherin g s atthe m osques,in w hich the M ussulm an S epoys hadtak en a
forw ardpart,forthe full discussion of the crisis.A n ditw asthoug ht,ashadbefore been
thoug ht,in otherplaces,thatthe festiv al of the EED,on the 24th of M ay,w ouldprov e

the appoin tedday fora g reatM ahom edan dem on stration .B utitpassedov eras quietly
as an y otherday.There w as the usual in terchan g e of courtesies an dcom plim en ts,as in
quiettim es,betw een the tw o races;an d on on e side,atleast,there w as m uch self-
con g ratulation thatthe an n iv ersary w asw ell ov er.

B utall this tim e,as the arran g em en ts w ere proceedin g apace for the security of our
place of refug e,the g en eral feelin g of m istrustw as fixin g itself in the hearts of the
soldiery.The prin ciple of "trustin g all in all orn otatall"w asin those days the on ly on e
tobe w ork edoutin action w ith an y prospectof success.There w as stren g th in strik in g
the firstblow w ith a heav y m ailed han d.There w as stren g th also in perfectquietude
an dcom posure.B utin an y m iddle course there w asw eak n ess;an dw hetherin doin g or
in sufferin g ,"tobe w eak is tobe m iserable."W hen ,therefore,W heelerbeg an tothrow

up defen ses w hich could n otdefen d him ,an d to betray his m istrustof the S epoys,
w ithouthav in g itin his pow er effectually to arrestthe dan g er,of w hich such action
in dicatedthe dread,there w asn othin g butm isery before him .In deed,w hen ourpeople
w ere seen w ildly leav in g their hom es an d seek in g safety either w ithin our so called
en tren chm en ts or in som e stron g ly-builtedifices in the n eig hborhood,an d the S epoys
beheld the En g lish artillerym en placin g g un s in position ,the en d w as certain ,an d the
beg in n in g of the en dhadcom e.S om e reg ardedthe m ov em en tas an in dication of fear;

som e look edupon itasa m en ace.A ll reg ardeditasa proof of m istrust.Con fiden ce w as
atan en d;there w asa deadly breach betw een the officeran dthe soldier.

B ut durin g that last w eek of M ay, w hatev er plots an d perils m ig ht hav e been
ferm en tin g ben eath the surface,outw ardly ev erythin g w as calm an d reassurin g .A n d

231
Anotherregim ent(the Eleventh L ightCavalry)had been raised in the place ofthe S econd;and the officersof

the latterhad been transferred to itbodily O nly one trooperofthe S econd had been re-enlisted — the Havildar-
M ajor,Bhow auy S ingh,ofw hom m ore hereafter.T he Eleventh w asrenum bered the S econd,foritsgallantry at
M ooltan.
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the brav e oldGen eral beg an tothin k thatthe w orstw as ov er,an dthathe w ouldsoon
be able toassistL aw ren ce atL uck n ow .O n the 1stof Jun e he w rote toL ord Can n in g ,
sayin g ,"Ihav e this day sen teig hty tran sport-train bullock s in relays atfour stag es for
the purpose of brin g in g upEuropean sfrom A llahabad;an din a few — a v ery few days,I

shall con siderCaw n pore safe— n ay,thatIm ay aidL uck n ow ,if n eedbe."A n dhe added,
"Ihav e leftm y house an d am residin g day an d n ig htin m y ten t,pitched w ithin our
en tren chedposition ,an dIpurpose con tin uin g todosoun til tran quility is restored.The
heatis dreadful.Ithin k thatthe fev er has abated;butthe excitem en tan d distrustare
such thatev ery act,how ev er sim ple orhon estly in ten ded,is open tom isapprehen sion
an dm isrepresen tation .M y difficulties hav e been as m uch from the n ecessity of m ak in g
others actw ith circum spection an dpruden ce as from an y disaffection on the partof the
troops.In theirpresen tstate,a sin g le in judicious step m ig htsetthe w hole in a blaze.It

is m y g ood fortun e in the presen tcrisis,thatI am w ell k n ow n to.the w hole N ativ e
A rm y ason e w ho,althoug h strict,hasev erbeen justan dcon siderate tothem tothe best
of his ability,an d thatin a serv ice of fifty-tw oyears Ihav e ev er respected their rig hts
an d their prejudices.P ardon ,m y L ord,this apparen teg otism .Istate the factsolely as
accoun tin g for m y success in preserv in g tran quility ata place lik e Caw n pore.In deed,
the m en them selv es hav e saidthatm y n am e am on g stthem hadalon e been the cause of
theirn otfollow in g the exam ple soexcitin g ly setthem ."232

A n d,in deed,thispleasurable an ticipation of reciprocatin g H en ry L aw ren ce'schiv alrous
g en erosity w as n otso m uch em pty talk .P artof the detachm en tof the Eig hty-Fourth,
w hich had been sen tfrom B en ares,233 w as n ow passed on to L uck n ow .A n d as they
crossed the B ridg e of B oats an d settheir faces tow ards the O udh capital,there w as
in w ard laug hter an d self-con g ratulation un der m an y a dusk y sk in atthe thoug htof
w hatthe En g lish w ere doin g .Itw ashardtosay,in thatcon jun cture,atw hatparticular
poin tEuropean m an hood w as m ostn eeded,butitis certain thatin thaten tren ched

position atCaw n pore itw as w eary w ork forthose w hok eptw atch an dw ard,day an d
n ig ht,w ith loaded g un s,behin d the low m ud w alls w e had raised for our defen ce.234

232
MS. Correspondence.

233
T hey appearto have reached Caw npore on the nightofthe 26th,orm orning ofthe 27th ofM ay.T hey w ere

sentto L ucknow on the 3rd ofJune.— S ee W heeler'stelegram toGovernm ent."S irH.L aw rence havingexpressed
som e uneasiness,Ihave justsent him by postcarriages,out ofm y sm allforce,tw o officersand fifty m en ofHer
M ajesty'sEighty-fourth Foot Conveyance for m ore available. T hisleavesm e but Itrust to holding m y m ore
Europeansarrive."

234
"L astnightIw entthe roundsofourpositionsw ith theGeneral.T he battery isdivided in half,and placed east

and w est,com m anding the principalapproaches; w e cam e upon one halfbattery w ithout any challenge orthe
least exhibition ofany alarm on the part ofthe gunners.Iw alked up and put m y hand on one ofthe guns,and
could have spiked allthree w ith the greatestease ....S om e little tim e afterw ardsthe officerin charge w asfound
asleep,and w asim m ediately put underarrest ....Dem pster,the Adjutant ofthe Artillery,w asso w orn out w ith
w atching at night and perform ing otherduties,that,seeing he w asso done up and could not look afterboth
batteries,Isaid Iw ould take one,and accordingly rem ained in charge tilldaybreak"— Fletcher Hayes to Henry
Lawrence.May 26. MS.
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A n dbitterw as the g rief,a few days later,thata sin g le w hite soldierhadbeen suffered
toleav e Caw n pore.

For w hen the m on th of Jun e cam e in ,the rev oltw ork in g of the N ativ e B rig ade w as

m erely a question of tim e — a question of preceden ce.Itw as tobe;butitw as n otquite
settled how itw as to be— how itw as to beg in . There w as n otthatperfectaccord
betw een the reg im en ts outof w hich sim ultan eous action couldarise.S om e w ere eag er
to strik e aton ce; som e coun seled delay.235 The Cav alry troopers, alw ays the m ost
excitable an d im petuous,w ere ready for the affray before their m ore slow ly-m ov in g
com rades of the In fan try.B utev eryw here in the L in es an din the B azaars the plotw as
w ork in g . A n d the plotters w ere n ot on ly in the L in es an d the B azaars. O ut at
N ew abg un j,w here the retain ers of the B ithoorRajah w ere posted,an dw here the Rajah

him self had fixed his quarters for a little w hile to do the biddin g of his frien ds the
Ferin g hees, w ere the g erm s of a cruel con spiracy. To D oon doo P un tan d to the
m in isters, H in doo an d M ahom edan ,w ho surroun ded him , there could be n o m ore
g rateful tidin g sthan those w hich cam e from the S epoy's quarters;an das they look edat
the Treasury,the M ag azin e,an dthe Gaol,w hich lay sotem ptin g ly athan d,itseem edto
them thatthe w ork w as easy.S om e of these retain ers w ere in com m un ication w ith the
m en of the S econ d Cav alry;an d itis stated thatarran g em en ts w ere soon m ade for an

in terv iew betw een on e of the Cav alry soubahdars,an activ e ag en tof sedition ,an dthe
N an a S ahib of B ithoor.Itis n oteasy toextractfrom the m ass of N ativ e ev iden ce— often
secon d-han dreports deriv edfrom in terestedorprejudicedsources— the true history of
all the secretm eetin g s w hich hav e been described, an d to feel in such a case the
con fiden ce w hich shouldn ev erbe absen tfrom historical assertion .236 B utitisstatedthat
durin g the firstdays of Jun e there w ere frequen tin terv iew s betw een the chiefs of the
rebellious S epoys an d the in m ates of the B ithoor P alace;an d thatitw as k n ow n tothe
soldiery before they brok e in torebellion thatthe N an a w as w ith them ,an dthatall his

resourcesw ouldbe throw n in tothe scale on the side of the n ascen trebellion .

235
"T he chiefobstacle to arise and insurrection ofthe S epoysis,that they are undecided asto w ho should

com m ence it.T hey have been w rangling am ong them selvesforsom e days.An attem pt w asm ade by aN ative
officerto m ake the Cavalry seize theirarm sand turn out.He m ade atrum petertake histrum petand com m ence
w ith the signal,butthe trum petw asseized and snatched aw ay by anotherN ative officer.L astnightthere w asan
alarm ,andthegunnersstood totheirguns,buteverythingpassed overquietly."— The Same to the Same. May 26.

236
T he depositionstakendow n by ColonelW illiam s,Com m issionerofP olice,N orth-W estP rovinces,arevery full,

and they areofahighly interesting,and,insom erespects,valuablecharacter;butColonelW illiam shim selfadm its
that m uch m ustbe received w ith caution,asbeing only hearsay evidence.T ake,forexam ple,the follow ing from
theevidenceofS heoChurrenDas:"T hreeorfourdaysbeforethetroopsbrokeout,T eekaS ingh,S oubandarofthe
S econd Cavalry,begantohaveinterview sw iththeN ana,and said tohim ononeoccasion,'You havecom etotake
charge ofthe M agazine and T reasury ofthe English. W e all,Hindoosand M ahom edaus,have united forour
religions,and thew holeBengalArm y havebecom eoneinpurpose.W hatdoyou say toit? T heN anareplied,'Ialso
am atthedisposaloftheArm y.'I heard this from the Sowars themselves."
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O n the n ig htof the 4th of Jun e,the S econ d Cav alry an d the FirstIn fan try Reg im en t
w ere ready forim m ediate action .The troopers hadg ottohorse an dthe foot-m en w ere
equippin g them selv es.A s ev er,the form er w ere the firstto strik e.237 Itw as after the
w on ted fashion .There w as a firin g of pistols,w ith perhaps n o defin ite object;then a

con flag ration w hich litup the sk y an d told our people in the en tren chm en ts thatthe
g am e of destruction had com m en ced;an d then a m ad n octurn al ride to N ew abg un j,
scen tin g the treasure an dthe stores in the M ag azin e.The FirstReg im en tsoon follow ed
them .In v ain their colon el,callin g them his "baba-logue," his children ,had im plored

them ,in affection ate,paren tal ton es,n ottostain them selv es by such w ick edn ess.Itw as
toolate.The S epoysdidn otw ish toharm theirofficers,butthey w ere ben ton rebellion .
They hurriedafterthe Cav alry,settin g theirfacestow ardsthe n orth-w est,w here lay the
Treasury,the Gaol,an dthe M ag azin e,w ith D elhiin the distan ce.Thitheras they w en t

they burn t,an d plun dered,an d spread dev astation alon g their lin e of m arch,butleft
the Christian people behin dthem asthoug h n otlustin g fortheirblood.

A rriv ed in the n eig hborhood of N ew abg un j, the S epoys of the tw o reg im en ts
fratern ized w ith the retain ers of the N an a.The Treasury w as sack ed,the g ates of the
Gaol w ere throw n open an d the prison ers released.The public offices w ere fired an d
the records burn t.The M ag azin e,w ith all its supplies of am m un ition ,an dthe priceless

w ealth of heav y artillery,fell in tothe han ds of the m utin eers.238 The spoil w as heaped
upon elephan ts an don carts,w hich the troopers hadbroug htfrom theirL in es;an dthe
on e thoug htof the soldiery w as a hurried m arch to the g reatim perial cen tre of the

237
A casualcircum stance,ofnogreatim portanceinitself,seem sjustatthistim etohaveaccelerated thecrisis.It

isthussum m arized by ColonelW illiam s,in hissynopsisofthe evidence collected by him :"Again the unfortunate
incidentofacashiered officernam ed Cox firingon apatrolofthe S econd Cavalry on the nightofthe 2nd ofJune,
and hisacquittalaftertrialon the follow ing day,on the pleaofbeing unconsciousatthe tim e from intoxication,
caused m uch dissatisfaction,the m utinously-inclined Cavalry declaring openly that perhapstheirfire-arm sm ight
be discharged by accident som e day.T he violent and insubordinate conduct ofthe troops,particularly ofthe
Cavalry,thoughthey stillostensibly tookduty,causedm any totakerefugeintheentrenchm ents."

238
Itisstated,and on very high authority,thatS irHugh W heelerand hisS taffw ere ignorantofthe contentsof

the Caw npore M agazine.Ifind the follow ing in aletterfrom GeneralN eill,in w hich he givesthe resultsofhis
inquiry into the "Story of Cawnpore." He had,at that tim e,been in com m unication w ith the only tw o surviving
officersofthe siege. "GeneralW heelerw asthen underthe delusion that the N anaw ould assist him . Allthe
m utineersw ent one m arch to Delhi. T he N ana got them to return,and General W heeler found him self
surrounded,and gunsfiring upon him in every direction from ourow n Arsenal,ofthe existence ofw hich guns
GeneralW heelerand hisstaffw ereuntilthenignorant.Itappearsthatacom m itteeofofficers,som e tim e before,
w ere sent dow n to exam ine the Arsenal,and to report w hat w asin it.T hey cam e dow n in the usualeasy-going
style— only thought oftentsand othertrifles— happened not to be show n the gun-sheds,and did not enterthe
M agazine;in fact,forgotallaboutit,and reported thatthere w asnothing in the M agazine,asitw asstyled."T he
authority ofsuch am an asGeneralN eillm ust,in allcases,he respected,butitishardly credible thatthecontents
ofthe M agazine w ere unknow n to the Artillery officersat Caw npore,especially to the O rdnance Com m issariat
Departm ent.M oreover,it isto be observed that the supposed ignorance isnot consistent w ith the undoubted
anxiety m anifested by W heelerand hischiefofficersto blow up the M agazine at the com m encem ent ofthe
outbreak.Arrangem entshad been m ade forthis,but the feat could not be accom plished.ColonelW illiam ssays:
"T he Assistant-Com m issary,M r. R iley,had been directed to blow up the M agazine,but w asunfortunately
preventedby theS epoysonguard tim e."
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rebellion .B utw here w ere the tw o other reg im en ts? The S epoys atN ew abg un j had
beg un to doubtw hether their com rades w ere com in g to join them .239 A ll throug h the
hours of dark n ess an d of daw n the Fifty-third an d the Fifty-sixth g av e n o sig n of
com radeship.Theirofficers hadspen tthe n ig htw ith them in theirL in es,an dfrom tw o

in the m orn in g till aftersun rise the reg im en tshadbeen on parade,ev ery officerw ith his
ow n com pan y. Then they w ere dism issed; the m en took off their un iform s, an d
preparedfortheirm orn in g m eal.The En g lish officers w en ttothe en tren chm en ts orto
theirow n bun g alow s.Then the laten tfire of m utin y beg an tospreadfrom m an tom an ,
from com pan y tocom pan y.S om e em issaries from the S econ d Cav alry had com e in to
tem ptthem .Theirshare of the spoil m ig htbe lostby delay.Itm ig hthav e been thatn o
presen ce,n o in fluen ce of En g lish officers could then hav e k eptthe reg im en ts true to
their alleg ian ce. The experim en tw as n ottried, butan other w as substituted for it.

W heeler's en tren chedposition com m an dedthe parade-g roun d,an da lon g far-reachin g
g un w as broug httobear upon the S epoys'L in es.They brok e atthe third discharg e of
the B ritish can n on ,an d m ade their w ay in w ild con fusion toN ew abg un j.They brok e,
hutn otall;som e,still true totheiroldm asters,follow edthem in tothe en tren chm en ts,
an dw ere faithful tothe en dof theirliv es.

Itw as still the g am e of the Caw n pore m utin eers The firsttom ak e theirw ay straig htto

D elhi,tojoin the reg im en ts already assem bledthere,an dtoserv e the cause of the Kin g .
A n d they g ladly recog n ized the N an a S ahib as their leader. They had m on ey an d
m un ition s of w aran dcarriag e forthe m arch,an d they expectedg reatthin g s from the
restoredsov ereig n ty of the M og ul.B utD oon dooP un t,stim ulatedby those abouthim ,
an d chiefly,itis thoug ht,by the w ily M ahom edan ,A zim oollah,look ed ask an ce atthe
proposedcen tralization of rebellion ,an durg edupon the S epoy leaders thatsom ethin g
better m ig htbe don e.They had m ade on e m arch to the im perial city,buthalted at
Kullian pore,w hitherthe N an a hadaccom pan iedthem .Then they beg an tolisten tothe

v oice of the charm er,an d to w av er in their resolution .The B ithoor people m ig htbe
rig ht.Itm ig htbe bettertom arch back toCaw n pore.240

239
It seem sthat the Cavalry had broken into the T reasury and begun the w ork ofappropriation before the

Infantry arrived.

240
T hisisthereceived versionofw hattookplacebetw eentheBithoorpeopleand theS epoys.Itisnot,how ever,

given w ith any certainty ofitscorrectness.T antiaT opee afterw ardsendeavored to m ake itappearthatthe N ana
hadactedundercom pulsion.T hefollow ingishisevidence:— "T w odaysafterw ards,thethreeregim entsofInfantry
and the S econd L ightCavalry surrounded us,and im prisoned the N anaand m yselfin the T reasury,and plundered
the M agazine and T reasury ofeverything they contained,leaving nothing in either.O fthe treasure,the S epoys
m ade overtw o lacsand eleven thousand rupeesto the N ana,keeping theirow n sentriesoverit.T he N anaw as
alsounderchargeofthesesentries,and theS epoysw hichw erew ithusalsojoined therebels.Afterthisthew hole
arm y m arched frontthatplace,and the rebelstookthe N anaS ahib and m yselfand allourattendantsalong w ith
them ,andsaid,Com ealongtoDelhi.Havingnonethreecossfrom Caw npore,theN anasaidthatastheday w asfar
spentitw asfarbettertohalttherethen,andtom archonthefollow ingday.T hey agreedtothis,andhalted.Inthe
m orningthew holearm y told him (theN ana)togow iththem tow ardsDelhi.T heN anarefused,and thearm y then
said,Com ew ithustoCaw nporeandfightthere.T heN anaobjected tothis,butthey w ould notattend tohim .And
so,takinghim w iththem asaprisoner,they w enttow ardsCaw npore,andfightingcom m encedthere."
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W ise in hisg en eration ,the N an a S ahib saw clearly the dan g erof an eclipse.Tom arch to
D elhi w ould be toplace him self in a subordin ate position — perhaps todepriv e him of
all substan tiv e authority un der the ban eful in fluen ce of M ahom edan jealousy. The

troops m ig htdeserthim .The Em peror m ig htrepudiate him .In the n eig hborhood of
Caw n pore he w ouldbe suprem e m asterof the situation .H e k n ew w ell the w eak n ess of
the En g lish.H e k n ew w ell thatatL uck n ow the dan g erw hich besetus w as such thatn o
assistan ce couldbe look edforfrom thatquarter,an dthatfrom n on e of the larg e tow n s
on the Gan g es an d the Jum n a— as B en ares,A llahabad,an d A g ra— had W heeler an y
prospectof im m ediate relief.W ith fourdisciplin edN ativ e reg im en ts an dall his B ithoor
retain ers athis back — w ith g un s an d g reatstores of am m un ition an d treasure in
abun dan ce,w hatm ig hthe n otdo?If the ran g e of hisow n im ag in ation didn ottak e in at

on ce the g ran d idea of the restoration of the P eishw ahship,there w ere those athis
elbow to sug g est the prospect of such a con sum m ation . H e had been told by
A zim oollah thatthe pow er of the En g lish in Europe w as declin in g .H e k n ew thatw e
w ere w eak in In dia— thatv astbreadths of coun try,ov er w hich Rebellion w as run n in g
riot,lay strippedof European troops.N ow ,he felt,w asthe tim e tostrik e.The g am e w as
in hisow n han ds.The am bition an dthe m alice of the M ahratta m ig htbe g ratifiedaton e
blow .

A tKullian pore,therefore,the N an a arrestedthe m arch of the m utin eers toD elhi.Itis
n otv ery clearly k n ow n w hatarg um en ts an d persuasion s w ere used by him or his
m in isters to in duce the m utin ous reg im en ts to turn back to Caw n pore.Itis probable
that,in firm of purpose,ductile,un stable,an dw an tin g leaders w ith force of characterto
shape their plan s,they w ere in duced by prom ises of larg er g ain ,to turn back to the
place w hich they had quitted,an d w hich lay,still w ith m uch w ealth,attheir m ercy.
Caw n pore hadn otbeen half g utted.A n d,perhaps,there w ere ties,of a better,oratleast

a ten dererk in d,w hich luredsom e of the S epoys,w how ere still m en ,back totheirold
haun ts. In all such cases, itm ay be assum ed thatthe m ass of the soldiery huddle
con fusedly to their doom — objectless, rudderless, perplexed, an d bew ildered, n ot
k n ow in g w hatis to com e. The blin d im pulse of the m om en t, perhaps a sudden
con tag ion of fear,n otthe stren g th of a steadfastcon v iction ,ora settledpurpose,sw ept
them alon g ,lik e a flock of scaredsheepon a dusty road.241

B utthere w as n o such w an tof purpose am on g those w ho sw eptthe flock back to
Caw n pore.There w ere teem in g brain s an d stron g w ills an d resolute activ ities am on g
the people of the B ithoorP alace.Itcom m on ly happen sthatw e k n ow butlittle aboutthe
in div idual m an hoodw hich shapesev en tsin the cam psof ourN ativ e en em ies.The chief
actor is n otalw ays of the hig hestran k — he,in w hose n am e the deeds,w hich m ak e
H istory, are don e. A n d perhaps, w e shall n ev er k n ow w hatfoul prom ptin g s an d
in stig ation s w ere the prolog ue of the g reattrag edy then abouttobe en acted.B utfrom

241
T heM utiny oftheBengalArm y isstilldescribedby N ativesofIndiaasthe"S heep's'M utiny."



A History of the Sepoy War in India. 1857-1858 - Volume II , Copyright © www.sanipanhwar.com 171

this tim e D oon dooP un t,N an a S ahib,stoodforth in the eyes of m en as ourarch en em y;
an d w ith him w ere B alla Raoan dB aba B hut,his brothers;the RaoS ahib,his n ephew ;
an dTan tia Topee,w hohadbeen his playfellow in form erdays,an dhadg row n in tohis
coun seloran dhis g uide.A n dev erby his side,lin k edtohim by bon ds of pitiless hatred

for the En g lish,the astute M ahom edan ,A zim oollah,the som etim e table-serv an tof an
E n g lish m aster, w ho had pleaded the N an a's cause in E n g lan d an d m ade lov e to
En g lish ladies.H e hadplayedhis g am e sow ell thatn oon e hadsuspectedhim .O n ly a
few days before the reg im en ts had brok en in torebellion ,he had been in frien dly an d
fam iliar in tercourse w ith En g lish officers,v eilin g his hatred un der the suav ity of his
m an n ersan dthe lev ity of hisspeech.

B utas day daw n edon S aturday,the 6th of Jun e,242 W heelerw as startledby the receipt

of a letter from the N an a S ahib, in tim atin g that he w as about to attack the
en tren chm en ts. The supposed departure of the S epoys to D elhi had in spired the
Gen eral an dhis com pan ion s w ith n ew hopes.Itw ouldbe easy forthem ,they thoug ht,
in a little w hile,todrop dow n toA llahabad.B utthis pleasan tdream w as n ow rudely
brok en .The rebellious soldiery w ere return in g toCaw n pore,stren g then edin n um bers
by the retain ers of the N an a,an d still m ore in v ig orated by the iden tification w ith the
rebel cause of m en of in fluen ce an den erg y,able tok eeptog etherthe scatteredatom s of

rev olt,an d to org an ize a g reatm ov em en tag ain stthe En g lish.The blow fell heav ily
upon the brav e oldGen eral;on soldiersan dciv ilian s;on officersan dm en ;heav ily upon
all w hoclun g tothem forprotection .There w as n otan hour tobe lost.Forth w en tthe
m an date for all the En g lish to con cen trate them selv es w ithin the en tren chm en ts.The
w om en an d children an d n on -com batan ts w ere already there — an d those on duty in
the g arrison ;butm an y of the S epoy officers had sleptorw atched in the S epoys'lin es,
an dhadg on e then ce totheirow n bun g alow s;an dn ow they w ere sum m on edw ithouta
m om en t'spause orrespite tothe earthw ork s,w ith n otim e tosn atch a hasty m outhful of

food,tocollecta chan g e of clothes forthe m orrow ,an dscarcely toapparel them selv es
for the w ork of the day.L eav in g their household g ods,w hich they had hoped still to
preserv e,they obeyed,prom ptly butreg retfully,the orders of their chief,an d hurried
in to the en tren chm en ts.S oon ev eryon e w as athis post.Itw as a m iserable place for
defen siv e purposes,butsuch as itw as,the bestdisposition s w ere m ade forits defen ce.
A n d ev ery m an bracedhim self up forthe w ork before him ,w ith clen ched teeth an d a
stern resolution toshow w hatEn g lish m an hoodcoulddotoprev ail ag ain stthe fearful

oddstow hich itw asopposed.

A n d w hilstour people w ere thus m an n in g the sev eral posts w hich had been m ark ed
outfor the defen ce of our feeble earthw ork s, the en em y w ere surg in g on w ards in

242
Captain M ow bray T hom son ("Story of Cawnpore")saysthat it w ason S unday the 7th,but ColonelW illiam s,

w hocollated alltheevidenceonrecord,saysitisproved thatthem utineersreturned toCaw nporeonthe6th.T he
R ed P am phletgivesthe 6th asthe date ofthe return ofthe troopsto Caw npore,and the 7th asthe date ofthe
receiptofthe N ana'sletter.T hism ightexplain the discrepancy;butCaptain T hom son speaksofthe tw o incidents
assynchronous,andM r.T revelyanadoptsthisview .
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con fused n um bers tow ards the en tren chm en ts ;buteag er rather for plun der than for
battle,they turn ed aside to g org e them selv es w ith the spoil,in city an d can ton m en t,
w hich lay profusely attheirm ercy,an dtom urderall the defen seless Christian people
w ho fell in their w ay.243 The question of proprietorship disturbed them little. N ot

con ten tw ith the pillag e of the Ferin g hees,m an y en richedthem selv es atthe expen se of
their ow n coun trym en ,an d som e atleaststraig htw ay deserted the ran k s of the rebel
arm y an d m ade their w ay to their ow n hom es. B ut en oug h rem ain ed, after all
defection s, thoroug hly to in v est our position — an d m ore, perhaps, than could be
broug htun dereffectual com m an dan dcon trol.O rg an ization ,how ev er,w as n otw holly
n eg lected.In the n am e of the N an a S ahib,prom otion s an dappoin tm en ts w ere m ade in
the arm y of the P eishw ah. The S ouban dar, Teek a S in g h, w ho had been from the
com m en cem en tthe m ostactiv e prom oter of rev olt, receiv ed the com m an d of the

cav alry,w ith the ran k of Gen eral;w hilstJem adar D ulg un jun S in g h an d S ouban dar
Gun g a D een w ere appoin ted tothe com m an d,as Colon els,of in fan try reg im en ts.The
n am es of these dig n itaries w ill sug g estthe factthatthe chief com m an ds w ere g iv en to
H in doos.B utw hether,as has been supposed,this proceeded from the belief that"the
boldestan d m ostactiv e of the m utin eers w ere n otM ussulm an s,butH in doos,"244 or
w hether itw ere thatthe prejudices an d predilection s of the M ahratta B rahm in ,w ho
w as recog n izedas the rebel leader,w roug htstron g ly in fav orof his co-relig ion ists,can

on ly be con jectured.

Forsom e hoursafterthe firstalarm ,the little g arrison w aitedan dw aited;an dthere w as
n osoun dof the threaten edattack .B utaboutn oon the boom in g of the can n on toldthat
the en em y had com m en ced their operation s.A roun d-shotfrom a n in e-poun der cam e
in toouren tren chm en ts,scarin g an dscatterin g a larg e party of ladies an dchildren ,w ho
w ere g atheredtog etheroutside the barrack s.Then the bug le soun ded;an dourfig htin g
m en g otto their posts,an d prepared them selv es for the un equal con flict.A s the day

adv an ced,shotaftershotfrom the en em y'sg un sw aspouredin w ith in creasin g rapidity
an d deadlin ess of aim , an d w ith the soun d of ev ery shotarose the scream s of the
w om en an d the children .O n thatfirstday of the sieg e the un accustom ed horror tore
dow n all barriersof self-restrain t.B utsoon thishum an w eak n ess,w hich v en teditself in
the shrill utteran ces of fear,passedaw ay from these helplesson es;an din its place there
w as an un n atural stilln ess,m ore pathetic than the w ailin g of g rief an d the clam orous
outburstsof terror.

243
"Anoldgentlem an,supposed tobeam erchant,w ithhisw ifeand tw ochildren,oneaboy ofsixteen,theother

alittle girl,on being found secreted in ahouse nearthe daw k-bungalow ,w ere shot in front ofit.Fouroffice-
w riters,livingin ahouse on the bankofacanal....theirhouse beingseton fire,w ere obliged to abandon it,and
w ere m urdered asthey fled.AnotherEuropean (unknow n)w asshot by the troopers,w ho w ere indefatigable in
theirsearchafterChristians."— Col.W illiam 'sS ynopsis.

244
S eeM r.T revelyan'sinterestingvolum e,"Cawnpore."T hesuggestioniscontained inColonelW illiam 'sS ynopsis

ofEvidence.



A History of the Sepoy War in India. 1857-1858 - Volume II , Copyright © www.sanipanhwar.com 173

Then com m en ced a sieg e, the m iseries of w hich to the besieg ed hav e n ev er been
exceededin the history of the w orld.A ll the w on tedterrors of a m ultitudin ous en em y
w ithout,of a feeble g arrison an d scan tshelter w ithin ,of the burden of w om en ,an d
children ,an dsick people,w ith little toappease theirw an ts ortoallay theirsufferin g s,

w ere ag g rav atedby the burn in g heatof the clim ate.The Jun e sk y w as little less than a
g reatcan opy of fire;the sum m er breeze w as as the blastof a furn ace.To touch the
barrel of a g un w as to recoil as from red-hotiron .Itw as the season w hen European
stren g th an den erg y are ev erattheirlow estpoin tof depression ;w hen m ilitary duty in
its m ildestform taxes the pow ers of En g lishm en tothe utm ost,an dEn g lish w om en can
dolittle m ore than sustain life in a state of lan g uidrepose,in shadedapartm en ts,w ith
all applian ces atcom m an d tom oderate the tem perature an d tom itig ate the sufferin g .
B utn ow ,ev en un der the fierce m eridian sun ,this little ban d of En g lish fig htin g m en

w ere ev er strain in g to sustain the stren uous activ ity of con stan tbattle ag ain stfearful
odds; w hilstdelicate w om en an d frag ile children w ere sudden ly called to en dure
discom forts an d priv ation s,w ith all the superadded m iseries peculiar to the coun try
an dthe clim ate,w hich itw ouldhav e been hardtobattle w ith,in stron g health,un der
theirn ativ e sk ies.The m orn in g an dev en in g baths,the frequen tchan g es of raim en t,the
con stan tm in istration s of assiduous serv an ts in the sm allestthin g s, w hich are the
n ecessities of En g lish life in In dia,w ere n ow sudden ly losttothese helpless on es;an d,

toin ten sify the w retchedn ess,the priv acy an d seclusion sodear tothem becam e on ly
rem em bran ces of the past.Ev en am idstthe roar of the can n on an d the rattle of the
m usk etry,w ith death aroun dthem in m an y g hastly shapes,the loss of these priv ileg es
w as am on g stthe heav iestof theirtrials,foritv iolatedall the decen cies an dproprieties
of life,an dshock edthe m odesty of theirw om an ly n atures.

To the En g lish soldier in In dia to be outm atched in n um bers is scarcely a
discourag em en t.Ev ersin ce,a cen tury before,Cliv e hadfoug htag ain stheav y odds the

g reatbattle of P lassey,ourEn g lish forces hadev erbeen outn um beredin the field,an d
yetthey hadfoug httheirw ay toem pire.The ov erw helm in g m ultitude of S epoys w hich
n ow en com passed our position atCaw n pore,w ere k eptatbay by the little han dful of
En g lish soldiers thatn ow m an n ed our feeble en tren chm en ts.A s m en ,all the m ig hty
hostof H in doos an d M ahom edan s w hich the N an a S ahib sen tag ain stus w ere utterly
con tem ptible in our eyes.H ad the position s of the tw on ation s been rev ersed,had the
En g lish been outside those paltry earthw ork s,on e rush w ould hav e carried the place,

an d the w hole g arrison w ould hav e been putto the sw ord in an hour. There w as
n othin g to k eep the besieg ers outof the en tren chm en ts butthe con trastbetw een the
in dom itable pluck of the Few an d the flaccid irresolution of the M an y.The besieg ers,
w ho m ig hthav e reliev ed each other ev ery hour,w ho m ig hthav e bathed,an d eaten ,
an d sm ok ed,an d sleptw hilsttheir com rades w ere on duty,an d sen tan y n um ber of
fresh troops to the assault, shran k from a close en coun ter w ith our w eary people,
ov erw ork ed an d un derfed, ev er laborin g in the tren ches, ev er un der fire, w ith the
clothes rottin g on their back s,an dthe g rim e from the g un s cak in g on their han ds an d

faces.B ut,poor an d despicable as the en em y w ere,they w ere rich an d royal in their
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possession s.They had an im m en se w ealth of artillery.The Caw n pore M ag azin e had
sen tforth v astsuppliesof g un san dam m un ition .245 A n dn ow the heav y ordn an ce of the
Gov ern m en tw as rak in g its serv an ts w ith a,destructiv en ess w hich soon dim in ishedour
n um bers w ork in g in the tren ches.The En g lish artillerym en droppedattheirg un s,un til

on e after an other the places of our train ed g un n ers w ere filled by v olun teers an d
am ateurs,w ith stouthearts butun tutored eyes,an d the lig hter m etal of their g un s
couldm ak e n oadequate respon se tothe heav y fire of theirtw en ty-four-poun ders.B ut,
w hen the en em y n earedourparapets,an dsoug htfurthertom olestus atclose quarters,
they m etw ith such a reception assoon putthem topan icflig ht.

In these en coun ters there w as on e m an ev er con spicuous— ev er in the fron tof the
battle— in spirin g an d an im atin g all w ho serv ed un der him by his lustrous exam ple.

This w as Captain M oore,of the Thirty-secon d— a soldier of a com m an din g presen ce,
lig ht-haired an d blue-eyed, w hom n o toil could w eary, n o dan g er could daun t.
W oun dedatthe com m en cem en tof the sieg e,he w en taboutw ith his arm in a slin g ;but
the stron g spiritw ithin him defied pain .D ay an d n ig hthe labored on ,n ow in the
tren ches,n ow headin g desperate sorties ag ain stthe en em y,butev en w hen he ceasedto
hope,he n either fain ted n or failed.There w as n o g reater heroism than this En g lish
captain 's in all the w arfrom firsttolast— n on am e m ore w orthy than his tobe recorded

in the rollsof ourEn g lish chiv alry.

B utthoug h ev erin the heroican n als of the sieg e this fair-hairedcaptain m ustholdthe
forem ostplace as the A g am em n on of the defen ce,there w ere other heroicdeeds than
his w orthy of distin g uishedrecord— otherbrav e m en w hose n am es shouldfin dfittin g
m en tion in the pag e of history.There w as V ibart,M ajor of the S econ d Cav alry,w ho
held the Redan ,slack en in g n ot,day or n ig ht,in his exertion s,an d thoug h ev er un der
the m erciless fire of the en em y, activ e an d robustto the last. There w as W hitin g ,

Captain of the B en g al E n g in eers, w ho com m an ded atthe n orth-w estpoin tof the
en tren chm en ts,a m an of stoutheartan dclearbrain .There w as Jen k in s,Captain of the
S econ dCav alry,describedas"on e of the brav estan dbestof ourparty,"w hoheldon e of
our outposts beyon d the tren ches w ith un flin chin g g allan try,till a bulletthroug h the
jaw s,from the m usk etof a S epoy w how as feig n in g death,broug hthis serv ices toan
ag on izin g en d.There w as M ow bray-Thom son ,S ubaltern of the Fifty-sixth,w ho "had
the m iserable satisfaction " of av en g in g ,on the spot,the death of his frien d— a soldier

ev er to be foun d w here dan g er w as hottest,of w hose deeds the w orld w ould hav e
k n ow n m ore if an y other pen than his had chron icled the ev en ts of the sieg e;n ow
holdin g , w ith a few follow ers, a perilous outpost, n ow headin g a desperate sortie
ag ain stm erciless odds,he exposed him self todeath in ev ery shape,buthe seem ed to

245
And in addition to the gunsand storestaken from the M agazine,w ere othersuppliesofboth found at the

Ghaut,w hichw ereabouttobedispatched toR orkhee.
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bear a charm ed life.246 A n d there w as his frien d an d com rade tothe last,D elafosse of
the Fifty-third,a youn g hero,equal toan y featof heroicdarin g .O n e day a shotfrom the
en em y'sbattery hadblow n upa tum brel an dsetfire tothe w oodw ork of the carriag e,in
the place w here ouram m un ition w as stored.Itw as clearly seen ,both by the in surg en ts

an d by our ow n people,thatif the fire w ere n otextin g uished there w ould soon be a
m ostdisastrousexplosion .S othe S epoy batteriespouredin a deadly stream of eig hteen
an d tw en ty-four poun d shot.B utun m ov ed by these m essen g ers of death,D elafosse
w en tforth,threw him self dow n ben eath the blazin g carriag e,tore off the burn in g w ood
w ith his han d,an d throw in g dry earth upon the fire,stifled itbefore itcould spread.
Then there w as S terlin g ,the deadshot,w ho,perchedupin a sortof crow 's-n eston the
barrack -w all,w hich D elafosse had im prov ised for him ,pick ed off sin g le S epoys w ith
un errin g aim ,an dbecam e a scourg e toourassailan ts;an dJerv is of the En g in eers,w ho,

w ith in dom itable pride of race, refused to run from a black fellow , an d w as shot
throug h the heartw hilstw alk in g acrossthe open in stern com posure,w ith the pin g in g s
of the hostile bullets,an dthe im plorin g cries of his com rades tosav e him self,soun din g
in his ears.There w as A she,too,the stoutg un n erfrom L uck n ow ,w hoserv edhis n in e-
poun ders,to the adm iration of the w hole g arrison an d to the terror of the besieg ers,
w ith un failin g courag e an d con stan cy from day today,pourin g in roun d after roun d
w ith aston ishin g rapidity,an d after each discharg e leapin g on to the heel of his g un ,

an d,reg ardless of the dan g er of exposure,tak in g a n ew sig ht,an d dealin g outn ew
death in the direction m ostdisastrous to the en em y. A n d there w ere m an y other
soldiers sog oodan dtrue in the hourof ourg reatn ation al n eed,thatH istory deplores
its in sufficien cy todofull justice tothe in div idual heroism of all the m ig hty defen ders
of those m iserable w ork s.

N or w ere these g reatan d g lorious m an ifestation s of the con sum m ate brav ery of our
people con fin edtothose w how ere com batan ts by profession .There w ere m an y in the

en tren chm en ts,n otbred toarm s,w hostarted sudden ly in tostalw artsoldiers.A m on g
them w ere som e railw ay en g in eers, poten tto do an d stron g to en dure, w ho flun g
them selv es in to the w ork of the defen ce w ith un stin tin g self-dev otion , an d m ade
m an ifesttotheirassailan ts thatthey w ere m en of the w arriorcaste,althoug h they w ore
n o un iform s on their back s.Con spicuous am on g them w as M r.H eberden ,w ho w as
riddled w ith g rape-shot,an d lay for m an y days,face dow n w ards,in extrem e ag on y,
w hich he bore w ith un m urm urin g fortitude un til death cam e tohisrelief.247 A n dn otthe

leastheroic of thatlittle ban d of heroes w as the station -chaplain ,M r.M on crieff,w ho
w en taboutm in isterin g to the sick an d the w oun ded, offerin g the con solation s of
relig ion to all w ho w ere passin g aw ay from the scen e, an d w ith that"access of
un expected stren g th" deriv ed from prayer sustain in g the toilers in the en tren chm en ts,

246
M r. T revelvan very felicitously saysofhim ,"T hisofficerdid hisbest to lose alife w hich destiny seem ed

determ ined topreserve,inorderthatEngland m ightknow how ,intheirexceedingdistress,hersonshad notbeen
unm indfuloftheirancienthonor."

247
N otuntilthecloseofthesiege"Hew ascarriedonam attressdow ntotheboats,w herehedied."
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w ho turn ed aside for a little w hile from their g hastly w ork to listen to the sw eet
prom isesof the Gospel.

A n dn ev ersin ce w arbeg an ,n ev er"in the brav e days of old,"of w hich poets delig htto

sin g , w hen w om en turn ed their hair in to bow -strin g s, has the w orld seen n obler
patien ce an dfortitude than clothedthe liv es an dshon e forth in the deaths of the w iv es
an d daug hters of the fig htin g -m en of Caw n pore.N o bow -strin g s w ere used in this
defen ce;ourarrow s w ere of an otherk in d.They w en tforth from the roarin g m ouths of
ourg un sin the shape of roun d-shotan dg rape an dcan ister.B utw hen these m issilesfell
short,or by reason of the dam ag e don e to our pieces by the heav y artillery of the
en em y,couldn otbe used in the form from w hich they w ere issued from the expen se-
m ag azin e,the g en tlew om en of Caw n pore g av e upsom e of the cherishedcom pon en tsof

theirfem in in e attire toim prov ise the am m un ition m ostn eeded.248 Itw ouldtak e lon g to
tell in detail all the stories of w om an ly self-dev otion an d patien ten duran ce an d calm
courag e w aitin g for the en d.A m on g these heroin es w as M rs.M oore,the true-hearted
w ife of the leaderof the g arrison .A ll the officers w hofoug htun derhim hadforher a
ten dern ess equal to his ow n ,an d they "fitted up for her a little hut,m ade of bam boo
an dcov eredw ith can v as,"w here "she w ouldsitforhours,brav ely bearin g the absen ce
of her husban d w hile he w as g on e on som e perilous en terprise."249 M an y others,

perhaps,suffered m ore.The pan g s of child-birth cam e upon som e in the m idstof all
this dreardiscom fortan dpain ful publicity.S om e saw theirchildren slow ly die in their
arm s;som e hadthem sw eptaw ay from theirbreastsby the desolatin g fire of the en em y.
There w as n om isery w hich hum an ity coulden dure thatdidn otfall heav ily upon our
En g lish w om en .Itw asthe lotof m an y on ly tosuffer.B utthose w how ere n otprostrate,
orin close atten dan ce upon theirn earestan ddearest,m ov edaboutas sisters of charity,
an d w ere activ e in their m in istration s.N or w as there w an tin g altog ether the stalw art
courag e of the A m azon .Itis related thatthe w ife of a priv ate of the Thirty-secon d,

n am edB ridg etW iddow son ,stoodsen try,sw ordin han d,forsom etim e ov era batch of
prison erstiedtog etherby a rope;an dthatthe captiv esdidn otescape un til the fem in in e
g uardhadbeen reliev edby on e of the othersex.

A fterthe sieg e hadlastedabouta w eek a g reatcalam ity befell the g arrison .In the tw o
barrack s w hich Ihav e spok en w ere g atheredtog etherall the feeble an din firm ,the old
an dthe sick ,the w om en an dthe children .O n e of the buildin g s,ithas been said,hada

thatchedroof,an dw hilstall sorts of projectiles an dcom bustibles w ere flyin g about,its
ig n ition could be on ly a question of tim e.Ev ery efforthad been m ade to cov er the
thatch w ith loose tiles or brick s,butthe protection thus afforded w as in sufficien t,an d

248
"In consequence ofthe irregularity ofthe bore ofthe guns,through the dam age inflected upon them by the

enem y'sshot,the canistercould not be driven hom e;the w om en gave ustheirstockings,and having lapped the
canisters,w e charged them w ith the contentsofthe shot-cases— aspeciesofcartridge probably neverheard of
before."— Mowbray-Thompson's Narrative.

249
M ow bray-T hom son'sN arrauvo.
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on e ev en in g the w hole buildin g w as in a blaze.The scen e thaten sued w as on e of the
m ostterrible in the en tire history of the sieg e;forthe sick an dw oun dedw holay there,
too feeble an d helpless to sav e them selv es,w ere in peril of bein g burn tto death.To
their com rades itw as a w ork of dan g er an d difficulty to rescue them ;for the en em y,

rejoicin g in their success, poured shotan d shell in a con tin uous stream upon the
burn in g pile, w hich g uided their fire throug h the dark n ess of the n ig ht. Tw o
artillerym en on ly perishedin the flam es.B utthe destruction of the barrack w asa heav y
blow to the besieg ed.Itdepriv ed n um bers of w om en an d children of all shelter,an d
sen tthem outhouseless to the day after day an d n ig htafter n ig htupon the bare
g roun d,w ithoutm ore shelterthan couldbe affordedby strips of can v as an dscraps of
w in e-chests,feeble defen ses ag ain stthe clim ate,w hich w ere soon destroyed by the
un ceasin g fire of the en em y. A n d there w as a w orse resultev en than this. The

con flag ration destroyed all the resources upon w hich our people had relied for the
m itig ation of the sufferin g s of the sick an d w oun ded. A ll our hospital stores an d
surg ical in strum en ts w ere losttous ;an dfrom thattim e D eath an dP ain hadtheirw ay
w ithoutan ythin g toarrestthe on e ortosoften the other.

There w as an other resultof this con flag ration ,of w hich little or n o n otice has been
tak en by the chron iclers of the S ieg e.Ithas been n arratedthata few faithful S epoys cast

in theirlotw ith theirw hite officers,an daccom pan iedthem w ithin the en tren chm en ts.
Itappears thatthey w ere toldthatthey m ig htfin dshelterin this barrack ,an dw e m ay
assum e thatthey littereddow n in the v eran dahs.There w as on e oldN ativ e officer,the
S ouban dar-M ajorof the S econ dCav alry,w hofrom the firsthadarrayedhim self ag ain st
the m utin eers of his reg im en t,an d had receiv ed the rew ard of his g reatloyalty tothe
En g lish in the w oun ds w hich he carried off w ith him to the en tren chm en ts.A n d this
rew ard w as soon supplem en ted by an other.D eath cam e to the brav e old m an w hilst
still clin g in g to his form er m asters.H e w as k illed in the early partof the sieg e by a

shell.250 The Fifty-thirdReg im en tis statedtohav e sen tten N ativ e officers,w ith Faithful
S epoys,in toGen eral W heeler's cam p.A ll the otherreg im en ts con tributedtheirquota to
the g arrison ,an dthere is ev iden ce thatdurin g the firstw eek of the sieg e they ren dered
som e serv ice tothe En g lish.B utw hen the barrack w asdestroyed,there w asn oplace for
them . P rov ision s w ere already fallin g short, an d althoug h there w as n o reason to
m istrustthem ,itw as feltthatthey w ere rather an en cum bran ce than an assistan ce.S o
they w ere told thatthey m ig htdepart;an d as,althoug h there w as dan g er beyon d the

en tren chm en ts, there w as g reater dan g er w ithin them , they n otreluctan tly perhaps
turn edtheirfaces tow ards theirhom es.S om e perishedby the w ay;som e succeededin

250
T hisisthe m an ofw hom previousm ention hasbeen m ade asthe one S epoy ofthe old disgraced S econd

Cavalry thathad been reenlisted.Itisto be hoped thatgood provision hasbeen m ade forthefam ily ofso brave a
m anand sofaithfulaservant.
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reachin g theirn ativ e v illag es;a few return ed,aftera tim e,tothe B ritish Cam p,todetail
theirexperien cesof the early daysof the sieg e.251

D ay afterday passed,an dev eras ourlittle g arrison w an edw eak eran dw eak er,the fire

of the en em y g rew hotteran dhotter.W ith w hatterrible effectittoldupon oursufferin g
people in the en tren chm en ts,on brav e fig htin g m en ,on patien tw om en ,an d on poor
little children ,has been n arrated by on e of the surv iv ors w ith a sim plicity of pathos
w hich g oes straig htto the heart.In ciden ts,w hich in ordin ary tim es w ould hav e been
describedw ith g raphicm in uten ess of detail,hav e been toldin a few w ords as ev en ts of
such com m on occurren ce,as scarcely tohav e exciteda sen sation in the g arrison .If the
"burra sahib," or g reatlord of the district,to w hom a few w eek s before all N ativ es

w ouldhav e crouched,w ere shotdeadin an in stan t,orthe com m an dan tof a reg im en t,

w hose w ord had been law to a thousan d arm ed m en , w ere disabled by ag on izin g
w oun ds,itw as the talk of the en tren chm en ts fora quarterof an hour,an dthen a n ew
trag edy brusheditaw ay.In truth itdidn otm uch m atteratw hatm om en tdeath cam e.
H appiestthose,perhaps,tow hom itcam e soon est.H illersdon ,the Collector,w hohad
n eg otiatedthe allian ce w ith the N an a S ahib,fell a corpse atthe feetof his youn g w ife,
w ith hisen trailstorn outby a roun dshot.A few daysafterw ardsshe w asreliev edfrom
the g hastly m em ories of her bereav em en tby a m erciful fall of m ason ry,w hich k illed
her.The Gen eral'sson an daide-de-camp,L ieuten an tW heeler,w aslyin g w oun dedin on e

of the barrack -room s,w hen ,in the presen ce of his w hole fam ily,father,m other,an d
sisters,a roun d shotboom ed in to the apartm en t,an d carried off the youn g soldier's
head.A n other roun d shotstruck up splin ters in to M ajor L in dsay's face,g ashin g an d
blin din g him .H e lin g eredon in dark n ess an din ag on y forsom e days,atten dedby his
w ife,w hen D eath took him ,an dshe soon follow ed.Colon el W illiam s,of the Fifty-sixth,
bein g disabledby a w oun dearly in the sieg e,diedof apoplexy from sun strok e,leav in g
his w ife an d daug hters in the en tren chm en ts. The form er, shot in the face an d

frig htfully disfig ured,lay forsom e days,ten dedby herw oun deddaug hter,un til death
cam e tothe sufferin g w idow 'srelief.Colon el Ew art,of the First,w how ouldhav e tak en
an activ e partin the defen ce if he hadbeen spared,w asdisabledatan early period,but
lin g ered throug h the sieg e, atten ded by his adm irable w ife, on ly to be brutally
m urderedatthe en dof it.Captain H alliday w asshotdeadcarryin g from the barrack sto

251
"T he M ajorhavinggone to inquire ofGeneralW heelerw hatw e w ere to do,the lattercam e outand ordered

ustooccupy thehospitalbarracks;hesaid,"Insuchabarrackw eshallnotm anagetosaveourlives,astheround-
shotw illreachusfrom allsides:...O ntheeveningofthe9thor10th,ahotround-shotfellonourbarrackandsetit
on fire.O n thisw e leftit,and concealed ourselvesforthenightin anullah notfardistant.""W e held the hospital
barracksfrom the 5th to the 9th or10th;w e leftbecause the house caughtfire from the enem y'sshot.Ibelieve
the shotw asw rapped in som e inflam m able m aterial,w hich catching the thatched roof,soon becam e ablaze."—
(Deposition of Bhola Khan, Sepoy Fifty-third Native Infantry)"T he barrackscaughtfire aboutfouro'clockp.m .,on
the 9th or10th.T he M ajorthen told ushe could do nothing forus,there being an orderofGeneralW heeler
prohibiting any N ative from entering the entrenchm ent.He therefore recom m ended usto provide forourow n
safety ....T he w hole party then left the hospitalbarrack."— (Deposition of Ram Buksh, Pay-Havaldar, Fifty-third
Native Infantry.) T he num ber of these S epoysissupposed to have been about eighty or ahundred,w ith a
considerableproportionofN ativeofficers.
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the en tren chm en ts a little horse-soup,w hich he had beg g ed for his fam ishin g w ife.
Thus m an y of W heeler's chief officers w ere ren dered pow erless for g ood by the
un ceasin g fire of the en em y,w hilstthe old Gen eral him self issued orders from the
shelterof the barrack s,butw as seldom capable of tak in g partin the activ e duties of the

defen ce.In bittern ess of spirithe saw his g arrison dim in ishin g ev ery day before his
eyes.There w as a w ell a little w ay outside the en tren chm en ts,w hich serv ed as the
g en eral cem etery of the Christian people;an d n ig htafter n ig htthe carn ag e of the day
w as carried tothis un iv ersal m ausoleum .A n d there w ere som e w ho died hopelessly,
thoug h n otin the flesh;for the horrors of the sieg e w ere g reaterthan they could bear,
an dm adn essfell upon them ,perhapsasa m erciful dispen sation .

Itis im possible tocom pute the ag g reg ate of death chastisem en tw hich ourpeople dealt

back tothe en em y in return forthese v isitation s.Itis k n ow n thatin the space of three
w eek s the En g lish con sig n ed to the w ell tw o hun dred an d fifty of their party.The
n um ber of bodies buried by the in surg en ts or dev oured by the v ultures an d jack als,
m usthav e been coun ted,if ev ercoun tedatall,atthisam oun tm an y tim estold.If han ds
w ere scarce in the en tren chm en ts,m usk ets w ere n ot;an dev ery m an stoodtohis w ork
w ith som e spare pieces ready-loaded,w hich he firedw ith such rapidity thatthe en em y
m arv eledw hen they thoug htof w hatw as supposedtobe the n um berof ourg arrison .

B utitw asn oton ly from the en tren chm en tsthatdeath w en tforth tog reetourassailan ts.
In ciden tal allusion has been m ade to our outposts. There w as a row of un fin ished
barrack s aton e corn er of our position ,w hich itw as of im m en se im portan ce to us to
possess,in w hole orin part,lestthe en em y shouldholdthem ag ain stus,an dm ak e sad
hav ocw ithin ourm iserable earthw ork s.There w ere in all eig htof these buildin g s.Tw o
the En g lish con triv ed to occupy,an d betw een these tw o w as a third,w ith the w ell
attached in w hich w e buried our dead,an d w hich w e sav ed from the g rasp of the
en em y. From the shelter w hich w e thus held, an d w hich m usthav e g iv en g ood

com m an dov ertw osidesof ouren tren chedposition ,ourpeople pouredin a deadly fire
on the in surg en ts, w hen ev er they approached our w ork s. Con spicuous am on g the
defen ders of these outposts, as has already been told,w ere Jen k in s an d M ow bray-
Thom son ;an dtothese g oodn am esshouldbe addedthatof L ieuten an tGlan v ille,of the
S econ d B en g al European s, w ho held w ith sixteen m en "N um ber Tw o" barrack ,
described as the k ey of our position , un til he w as in capacitated by a dan g erous
w oun d.252 From the barrack s, or carcasses of barrack s, thus g allan tly held, such

pun ishm en tw as in flicted upon the en em y,as ev en after a lapse of years could n otbe
rem em bered by an yon e liv in g to look back upon itw ithouta shudder.H ere w as the
hardestw ork ,an dhen ce cam e the g reatestcarn ag e.253 A n y adv en turous S epoy com in g

252
Hew assucceededinthecom m and by M ow bray-T hom son.

253
"T heordersgiventousw erenottosurrenderw ithourlives,and w edid ourbesttoobey them ,thoughitw as

only by an am ountoffatigue thatin the retrospectnow seem sscarcely possible to have been afact,and by the
perpetrationofsuchw holesalecarnagethatnothingcouldhavejustified buttheinstinctofsell.preservation,and,
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w ithin the reach of our rifles or m usk ets,paid the pen alty of his audacity,an d n ev er
troubled us or disported him self an y m ore. S om etim es, if a fav orable opportun ity
presen teditself,ourlittle g arrison sm ade boldsalliesin tothe open ,spik in g the en em y's
g un s an dcuttin g off all w hofell in theirw ay.Itw as n otof m uch use;forw hetherg un s

w ere spik edorm en w ere k illed,there w ere som an y of both in the back g roun d,thatthe
loss w as scarcely feltfor a m om en t.In deed,the ran k s of the besieg ers w ere recruited
from tim e to tim e, as the sieg e w en t on , am on g st others by the S epoys from
A zim g urh,254 an dthe n ew han ds w ere often foun dtobe better than the old.Tous,on
the other han d,the loss of ev ery m an w as a g riev ous calam ity,for w e w aited an d
w aitedforsuccors thatn ev ercam e;an dthoug h som etim es ourpeople w ere stim ulated
by the belief thatfirin g w as to be heard in the distan ce,in tim atin g the approach of
rein forcem en ts,they w ere soon driv en back ag ain upon disappoin tm en tan ddespair.

The in ciden ts of on e day m uch resem bledthose of an other,both in w hatw as don e an d
w hatw as suffered. Few lan dm ark s brok e the un iform ity of thatg reatexpan se of
g lorious disaster.O n e day,how ev er,atCaw n pore,as in other places w here the g reat
strug g le forem pire w as g oin g on ,differedfrom the rest;foritw as the cen ten ary of the
battle of P lassey.O n the prev iousn ig htthere hadbeen sig n sof extraordin ary activ ity in
the en em y's ran k s, an d a m editated attack on our outposts had been thw arted by

M oore'sfertility of resource;255 an dasthe m orn in g of the 23rddaw n edupon Caw n pore,
the in surg en ts,stim ulatedtothe utm ostby the association s of the day,cam e outin full
force of H orse,Foot,an dA rtillery,flushedw ith the thoug htof certain success,toattack
both ouroutposts an douren tren chm en ts.If the w hole stren g th of the N an a's force w as
n otbroug htforth tosurroun dus on this m em orable day,all its com pon en ts w ere fully
represen ted.A n dthere w as a stern resolution ,in m an y cases stren g then edby oaths on
the Gan g es-w ater or the Koran ,to destroy the En g lish or to die in the attem pt.The
excitem en tof all bran ches of the rebel-arm y w as atits hig hestpitch.The im petuosity of

the Cav alry far exceeded their discretion ,for they g alloped forw ard furiously w ithin
reach of ourg un s,an dm etw ith such a reception ,thatm an y horses w ere leftriderless,
an d the troopers w ho escaped w heeled roun d an d fled in fearful con fusion . The

Itrust,the equally strong determ ination to shelterthe w om en and children to the last m om ent."— Mowbray-
Thomson.

254
T heS eventeenthN ativeInfantry.

255
T he follow ing illustrative anecdote,told by M ow bray-T hom son,claim sinsertion in thisplace:"W e saw the

P andiesgatheringto thisposition from allparts,and fearingthatm y little baud w ould be altogetheroverpow ered
by num bers,IsenttoCaptainM ooreform orem en.T heansw erw asnotaltogetherunexpected.'N otonecould be
spared!' S hortly afterw ards,how ever,the gallant captain cam e acrossto m e in com pany w ith L ieutenant
Delafosse,and hesaid tom e,"T hom son,IthinkIshalltry anew dodge;w earegoingoutintotheopen,and Ishall
give the w ord ofcom m and asthough ourparty w ere about to com m ence an attack."Forthw ith they sallied out,
M oore w ith asw ord,Delafosse w ith an em pty m usket.T he captain vociferated the w ords,'N um berone to the
front.'And hundredsofam m unition pouchesrattled on the bayonetsheathsasourcourageousfoesvaulted out
from thecoverafforded by heapsofrubbish,andrushedintothesaferquarterspresentedby thebarrackw alls."
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In fan try,m ore cautious,im prov ised m ov in g ram parts to shelter their sk irm ishers,by
rollin g before them asthey adv an cedhug e balesof cotton ;butourg un sw ere toow ell
serv edtosufferthis dev ice tobe of m uch use tothe forsom e w ell-directedshots from
ourbatteries setfire tothese defen ses,an dthe m editatedassaultw as defeatedbefore it

haddev elopeditself in toaction .

The attack on the outer barrack s w as equally un successful. The en em y sw arm ed
ben eath ourw alls,butw ere salutedw ith sohota fire from M ow bray-Thom son an dhis
com pan ion s,that,in a little tim e,the sev en teen had laid on e m ore than their n um ber
dead atthe doorw ay of the barrack .The g reatassaultof the Cen ten ary of P lassey,
w hich w as to hav e hum bled the Ferin g hees to the dust, an d to hav e rev en g ed the
v ictory of Cliv e,w asin the issue a disastrousfailure.

The en em y beg g edtobe perm ittedtobury theirdead;an dthe rem ain s of theircotton -
bales serv ed to stop the g aps in the earthw ork s of the En g lish.B utthere w as a m ore
deadly foe than this w eak an d disordered crow d of H in doos an d M ahom edan s to be
en coun tered by our distressed people; an d the N an a S ahib saw an other source of
v ictory than thatw hich lay in the n um berof hisfig htin g m en .

Forhun g erhadbeg un tog n aw ourlittle g arrison .Foodw hich in happiertim es w ould
hav e been turn ed from w ith disg ust,w asseizedw ith av idity an ddev ouredw ith relish.
Tothe flesh-pots of the besieg ed n ocarrion w as un w elcom e.A stray dog w as turn ed
in tosoup.A n oldhorse,fiton ly forthe k n ack ers,w as con v ertedin tosav ory m eat.A n d
w hen g loriousg oodfortun e broug hta B rahm in ee bull w ithin the tire of ourpeople,an d
w ith difficulty the carcass of the an im al w as hauledin tothe en tren chm en ts,there w as
rejoicin g as if a v ictory hadbeen g ain ed.B utin thatfiery m on th of Jun e the ag on ies of
thirstw ere ev en g reater than the pan g s of hun g er.The w ell from w hich our scan t

suppliesof w aterw ere draw n w asa fav orite m ark forthe S epoy g un n ers.

Itw as a serv ice of death tog otoan dfrow ith the bag s an dbuck ets w hich broug htthe
priceless m oisture tothe lips of our fam ished people.S tron g m en an d patien tw om en
thirsted in silen ce,butthe m oan s of the w oun ded an d the w ailin g s of the children it
w as pitiable tohear.The bheesties, orprofession al w ater-carriers,w ere soon slain in the

exercise of their ailin g , an d then E n g lish soldiers addressed them selv es to the

hazardous w ork of m in isterin g atthe w ell.A brav e-hearted civ ilian ,John M ack illop,
appoin tedhim self captain of the w ell,an d,aftera w eek of this hazardous serv ice,w as
shotdow n athispost.A she lay dyin g ,hiscare w asstill forthose in w hose cause he had
yielded up his life,an d he besoug ht,alm ostw ith his lastbreath,a stan der-by tocarry
the precious fluidtothe lady tow hom ithadbeen prom ised.A n dsoas day by day our
people w ere w astin g un der these dire pen an ces of hun g er an d thirst,the hopes of the
N an a g rew hig heran dhig her,an dhe k n ew thatthe en dw asapproachin g .
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Three w eek shadn ow n early passedaw ay sin ce the in v estm en thadcom m en ced— three
w eek s of such m isery as few , sin ce sorrow en tered the w orld, hav e ev er been
con dem n ed to suffer.N o rein forcem en ts had com e to their assistan ce.The look ed-for
aid from below seem ed n ow to be a g rim delusion . Their n um bers w ere fearfully

reduced. Their g un s w ere becom in g un serv iceable. Their am m un ition w as n early
expen ded;an d starv ation w as starin g them in the face.To bold their position m uch
lon g er w as im possible.Tocuttheir w ay outof it,w ith all those w om en an d children ,
w as equally im possible.The shadow of a g reatdespairw as ov erthem .W hen thus,as it
w ere,atthe lastg asp,there cam e tothem a m essag e from the N an a S ahib,broug htby
the ban ds of a Christian w om an . Itw as on a slip of paper in the han dw ritin g of
A zim oollah,an ditw asaddressed"tothe subjectsof H erM ostGraciousM ajesty Q ueen
V ictoria." "A ll those w ho are in n o w ay con n ected"— so the docum en tran — "w ith the

acts of L ord D alhousie,an d are w illin g to lay dow n their arm s,shall receiv e a safe
passag e toA llahabad."256

There w as n ota soldierin g arrison w hodidn otrecoil from the thoug htof surren der—
w how ouldn othav e diedw ith sw ordorm usk etin han dratherthan lay dow n hisarm s
atthe feetof the treacherous M ahratta.S ir H ug h W heeler lifted up his v oice ag ain st
capitulation . To the En g lish Gen eral the bittern ess of death w as as n othin g to the

dishon or of aban don in g his post.H e had n otyetg iv en up the hope of relief from the
low ercoun try,an dhe m istrustedthe N an a of B ithoor.The youn g erofficersw ere all for
fig htin g itouttothe last;butM oore an dW hitin g ,w hom the Gen eral con sultedin this
con jun cture, reluctan tly declared them selv es in fav or of capitulation . They had n o
thoug htfor them selv es.H ad there been on ly m en in the en tren chm en ts,they w ould
hav e coun seledan dclun g tothe n obleran dthe m an liercourse.B utw hen they thoug ht
of the w om en an dchildren ,an dof w hatm ig htbefall them in the han ds of the en em y,
they turn edhopefully tow hatsoev erprom iseddeliv eran ce from the horrors of the past

an dthe g reaterhorrorsthatm ig htbe in the future.There w as,too,a g reatcrow dof sick
an dw oun ded,w hocouldn otbe aban don ed,an dyetw hocouldn otbe carriedoff in the
face of an opposin g en em y.S othe ov ertures of the N an a S ahib w ere n otrejected;an d
the m essen g er carried back tothe en em y's Cam p an an n oun cem en tthatW heeler an d
hischief officersw ere deliberatin g upon the offerthathadbeen m ade tothem .

N extm orn in g (there w asthen an arm istice)A zim oollah an dJow alla-P ersaudpresen ted

them selv es n earouren tren chm en ts,an dCaptain M oore an dW hitin g ,accom pan iedby
M r.Roche,the P ostm aster,w en toutw ith full pow ers totreatw ith the em issaries of the
N an a.Itw as then proposed thatthe B ritish should surren der their fortified position ,
theirg un s,an dtheirtreasure,an dthatthey shouldm arch outw ith theirarm s an dsixty
roun ds of am m un ition in each m an 's pouch.O n his part,the N an a w as toaffordthem
safe con ducttothe riv er side,an d sufficien tcarriag e for the con v eyan ce thither of the

256
T here are contrary statem entsw ith respect to the identity ofthe m essenger.S om e say that it w asM rs.

Greenaw ay,som eM rs.Jacobi.M r.T revelyanspeaksofitasan "im portantpoint."ButIcannotsay thatIthinkitis
ofm uchusetodiscuss,orofconsequencetodeterm ine,thequestion.
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w om en an dthe children ,the w oun dedan dthe sick .B oatsw ere tobe in readin essatthe
Ghaut tocarry them dow n the Gan g es,an d supplies of flour (som e added "sheep an d

g oats also") w ere to be laid in for the susten an ce of the party durin g the v oyag e to
A llahabad.These proposals w ere com m itted to paper an d g iv en to A zim oollah,w ho

laidthem before his chief;an dthataftern oon a horsem an from the rebel cam pbroug ht
them back ,sayin g thatthe N an a had ag reed to them ,an d thatour people w ere to
ev acuate the en tren chm en tson thatv ery n ig ht.

A g ain stthis W heeler protested;an d the draft-treaty w as return ed w ith an in tim ation
thatitw as im possible to m arch outun til the m orn in g . Then the en em y beg an to
g ascon ade an d to en deav or to in tim idate our people. They m ig ht as w ell hav e
threaten ed to m ov e the H im alayahs.D oon doo P un t,N an a S ahib,sen tw ord thathe

k n ew exactly the state of ourdefen ses,the con dition of ourg un s,an dthe scarcity of our
prov ision s;thathe w ouldopen fire aton ce upon ourw retchedplace of refug e,an dthat
in a few days n ota m an w ouldbe aliv e.W hitin g an dM ow bray-Thom son w en toutto
m eet the B ithoor em issaries, an d the form er replied, as becam e a lion -hearted
En g lishm an ,thatthey m ig htcarry ouren tren chm en ts,if they could;thattheirsoldiers
had g en erally show n g reater alacrity in retirin g from than in adv an cin g tow ards our
fortification s,an d thatw e had,atall ev en ts,abun dan ce of pow derin our m ag azin e to

blow up both arm ies tog ether. This determ in ed lan g uag e had its effect. The N an a
con sen ted to w aittill the m orrow .A n d a g en tlem an n am ed Todd,w ho had been his
En g lish tutor, carried the treaty to the Rajah's quarters, atthe S av ada Kotce, an d
obtain edhissig n ature toit.

The N an a is represen ted to hav e been v ery courteous to his old preceptor.Itw as the
tim e,in deed,forseren ity of m an n eran dsuav ity of dem ean or— n ay,in deed,fork in dly
an d com passion ate utteran ces an d m ollifyin g assuran ces. S o, also, w hen Jow alla-

P ersaud, w ith tw o others, w en tov er as hostag es to the B ritish en tren chm en ts, he
blan dly con doled w ith the B ritish com m an der, expressed his sorrow thatthe old
Gen eral should hav e suffered so m uch— thatafter half a cen tury of serv ice w ith the
S epoy A rm y of the Com pan y they should turn ag ain sthim atthe close of his life.B ut
God be praised,itw as n ow all ov er— deliv eran ce w as athan d.Ev ery care w ould be
tak en thatthe En g lish g en tlem en an dtheirfam iliesshouldn otbe m olestedon theirw ay
to the riv er.A n d the com pan ion s of Johw alla-P ersaud talk ed to others in the sam e

polite an dalm ostobsequious strain .Thatn ig htourg un s w ere m ade ov ertothe en em y,
an dsom e of the oldGolun dauze of the Com pan y w ere placedin charg e of them .

S o forth from their en tren chm en ts, in the early m orn in g , w en tthe rem n an tof our
g arrison ,w ith the w om en an dthe children ,w hohadoutliv edthe horrors of the sieg e -
g aun tan d g hastly,in tattered g arm en ts,em aciated an d en feebled by w an t,w orn by
lon g sufferin g ,som e w oun dedan dscarredw ith the in delible m ark s of the battle upon
them .The riv er w as distan ton ly a m ile from our startin g -poin t.B uttothem itw as a

lon g an d a w retched journ ey.The w oun ded w ere carried m ostly in palan quin s.The
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w om en an d children w en t in roug h n ativ e bullock -carriag es or on the back s of
elephan ts, w hilstthe able-bodied m arched outon footw ith butlittle sem blan ce of
m artial array,M oore as ev erin the v an ,an d V ibartbrin g in g up the rearof the fun eral
procession .The v eteran W heeler,w ith his w ife an d daug hters,is said tohav e w alk ed

dow n tothe boats.257 W ith w hatfaith an dhope w ithin him ,the pooroldm an turn edhis
face tow ards the Ghaut,H e alon e w ho reads the secrets of all hearts ev er k n ew .B ut

there w ere m an y in thatw oebeg on e train w ho.althoug h there w as n osun shin e on their
faces,hadg lim m erin g s in theirhearts of a peaceful future,an dw how ere fain tocarry
w ith them as they w en tsuch of theirhouseholdg ods as they hadsav edfrom the g reat
w reck , or little m em orials of the past, relics, perhaps, of departed frien ds, to be
treasured after lon g years in the old hom e beyon d.the seas.L ittle w as all they could
tak e w ith them ,w eig hed ag ain stw hatthey had leftbehin d;paren ts,husban ds,w iv es,

brothers,sisters,children ,frien ds.The beautiful hadlefttheirbeauty,the youn g hadleft
their youth,in those battered barrack s;an d ev en the children had old an d w izen ed
faces,w hich toldthatthey hadliv edlon g yearsin the lastm iserable m on th.

The place of em bark ation w as k n ow n as the S uttee Choura Ghaut,so called from a

ruin ed v illag e hard by w hich bore thatn am e.The road ran across a w ooden bridg e,
pain tedw hite,w hich rem in deda trav eler,w hoafterw ardsv isitedthe spot,"of a bitin a

S urrey com m on ."258 O v erthisbridg e they defileddow n in toa rav in e,w hich ledpastthe
com poun ds of som e of our En g lish residen ces tothe Ghaut on the riv erside.N ear the
Ghaut w as a H in doo tem ple,259 k n ow n as the Tem ple of H urdeo,or the Fisherm an 's

Tem ple,a structure of som ew hatfan ciful an d n otun picturesque desig n .The in ciden ts
of this m ile-m arch w ere n otm an y.The S epoys,as our w retched people huddled on
tow ards the riv er,som etim es crow ded roun d an d talk ed totheir old officers,utterin g
w ords of adm iration or of com passion , w hich w ere n ot w holly feig n ed. B ut as
ev eryw here the S epoy stan ds outas a liv in g in con sisten cy of the stran g estk in d,n oon e

257
T hisisvery distinctly stated by M ow bray-T hom son: "P oorold S irHugh W heeler,hislady,and daughters,

w alked dow n to the boats." O ther accounts,of a m ore circum stantial,but perhapsnot m ore trustw orthy
character,indicate thattheladiesw ereconveyed to theGhaut on anelephant,and thattheGeneralhim selfw ent
in apalanquin.T hisisthe statem entofM r.T revelyan,w ho very carefully collated allthe evidence thathasbeen
produced.ColonelW illiam s,in hissynopsis,says,"Hassim Khan,the riderofGeneralW heeler'selephant,after
takingL ady W heelerand hertw o daughtersto the firstboaton the line,returned forthe General,w hom m eeting
on the w ay m ounted on agallow ay,he likew ise conveyed to the boats." T he Christian w ife ofam usician ofthe
Fifty-sixthregim ent,nam ed Bradshaw ,says:"GeneralW heelercam elastinapalkee (palanquin).T hey carried him
intothew ater,neartheboat.Hesaid,'Carry m ealittlefurthertow ardstheboat;'buttheS ow arsaid,'N o,getout
here!'AstheGeneralgotoutofthepalkee,head forem ost,aS ow argavehim acutw ithhissw ord intheneck,and
he fellinto the w ater....M y son w askilled nearhim .Isaw it,alas!alas!"Anotherstatem entis:"the Generaland
som e officersw ere on elephants— M rs.W heelerw asin apalkee."T he furtherthe investigation ispursued,the
greaterthe uncertainty thatisleftupon the m ind.T hisisgiven asanotherinstance ofthe difficulty ofextracting
thetruthfrom am assofconflictingevidence.

258
M r.T revelyan:"S tory ofCaw npore."

259
"S m allbutingoodrepair,resem blingnothingsom uchasthesesum m erhousesofacentury back,w hichatthe

cornersofold housesoverhangcanalsandsuburbanEnglishbye-w ays."— T revelyan.
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can readw ith surprise an y story illustratin g the m alig n an tan dcruel hatredthat,atthe
sam e tim e,burn ed in the bosom s of som e w hohad on ce serv ed in our ran k s.A m on g
those w holeftthe en tren chm en ts on thatJun e m orn in g w ere Colon el an dM rs.Ew art,a
brav e an dg oodm an ,w ith a w ife ev ery w ay w orthy of him .H e,sorely w oun ded,w as

carriedon a bedorlitter,an dthe lady w alk edan xiously beside him .B uttheirprog ress
w as slow ;they fell in the rearbefore they hadreachedthe bridg e,an dsom e S epoys of
his ow n reg im en t— the First— seein g his helpless con dition , thus sev ered from his
coun trym en ,cam e up tohim an d taun ted him .O rderin g the litter tobe placed on the
g roun d,they m ock edan dm im ick edhim ,sayin g ,"Is n otthis a fin e parade,Colon el;is
n otthe reg im en tw ell dressedup?"S ayin g w hich,they fell upon him w ith theirsw ords
an d k illed him ;an d thoug h som e m ade profession of n otslayin g w om en ,M rs.Ew art
w aspresen tly cutdow n ,an dlay a corpse beside the body of herhusban d.

Thatthe boats w ere ready on the riv erside hadbeen ascertain edby a Com m ittee of our
ow n people; an d w hen the dreary procession reached the appoin ted place of
em bark ation ,the un couth v essels w ere seen a little w ay in the stream ,in shallow w ater;
foritw as the close of the dry season ,an dthe riv erw asatitslow est.The boats w ere the
ordin ary eig ht-oared budg erow s of the coun try— un g ain ly structures w ith thatched
roofs,look in g ata distan ce lik e floatin g hay-stack s,an d in to these our people n ow

beg an tocrow dw ithoutorderorm ethod,ev en the w om en w ith children in theirarm s,
w ith butlittle helpfrom others,w adin g k n ee-deepin the w ater,an dscram blin g as they
bestcould up the sides of the v essels. Itw as n in e o'clock before the w hole w ere
em bark ed, an d som e, H eav en on ly k n ow s, for their v oices are sealed, m ay hav e
breathedm ore freely as they aw aitedthe frien dly ordertopush off an dtodrop dow n
the stream tow ards the g reatg oal of ultim ate deliv eran ce.B utthere w ere those on the
riv erban k s— those ev en in the boats them selv es— w hohadfarotherthoug hts,farother
expectation s..Ev ery boatthathad been prepared for our people w as in ten ded tobe a

hum an slaug hter-house.They had n otg on e dow n tothe ban k s of a frien dly riv er that
w as tofloatthem tosafety.They hadbeen luredtothe appoin tedsham bles,there tobe
g iv en uptocruel death.

S ofoul an actof treachery the w orld had n ev er seen .D oon dooP un t,N an a S ahib,the
adoptedson of the lastof the Peishwahs,hadstudiedtosom e purpose the early history

of his race.H e k n ew how the foun der of the M ahratta Em pire— the head of the g reat
fam ily w hohadbeen the m asters of the Peishwahs— had,un derfalse pretextof frien dly

em brace,dug his w ag n uck in to the bow els of the M ahom edan en v oy,an d g ain ed by
foulesttreachery w hathe could n otg ain by force.The w ag n uck w as n ow ready— the
w ag n uck of a thousan dclaw s— in the han ds of the m an w hoaspiredtobe the foun der
of a n ew or ren ov ated M ahratta Em pire.D ay after day w eek after w eek ,the En g lish,
w ith their little ban d of fig htin g m en , had defied all the stren g th of this n ew
con federacy,aidedby the m oral an dm aterial helpof ourlesson san dourresources;an d
n ow the en em y,un derthe g arb of a n ew -born frien dship,w as hidin g the cruel w eapon

thatw as to destroy them .Ev erythin g w as ready for the g reatcarn ag e.Tan tia Topee,
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w hohad been appoin ted m aster of the cerem on ies,saten thron ed on a "chaboutree,"or

platform ,of a H in doo tem ple,an d issued his orders to his depen den ts.A zim oollah,
also,w as there,an d the brethren of the N an a,an d Teek ha S in g h,the n ew Cav alry
Gen eral,an dothersof the leadin g m en of the B ithoorparty.A n dm an y Zem in darsfrom

the districts,an dm erchan ts an dlesserpeople from the city,are saidtohav e g on e forth
an d tohav e lin ed the riv er ban k s tosee the exodus of the En g lish;n otk n ow in g w hat
w as to com e,an d n otall,perhaps,rejoicin g in our hum iliation .Itlook ed lik e a g reat
holiday-show .S carcely is a m ore an im ated scen e to be w itn essed on the ban k s of the
Tham es on the day of our g reatn ation al boat-race.A n d itw as som ethin g ev en m ore
than this,for there w as a g reatm ilitary display.The soldiery had g on e outin force —
H orse,Foot,an d A rtillery;an d the troopers sattheir horses,w ith their faces turn ed
tow ards the riv er,as thoug h an xious forthe sporttobeg in .A n dtheirpatien ce w as n ot

lon g tried.The sig n al hadbeen g iv en ,an dthe butchery w astocom m en ce.260

N osoon erw ere ourpeople on boardthe boats,than the foul desig n becam e apparen t.
The soun d of a bug le w as heard.The N ativ e boatm en clam bered ov er the sides of the
v essels an dsoug htthe shore.Then a m urderous fire of g rapeshotan dm usk et-ballsw as
open ed upon the w retched passen g ers from both ban k s of the riv er;an d presen tly the
thatch of the budg erow s,cun n in g ly ig n itedby hotcin ders,burstin toa blaze.There w as

then on ly a choice of cruel deaths for our dear Christian people. The m en , or the
forem ostam on g stthem ,stren uous in action tothe last,leaped ov erboard,an d strov e,
w ith shoulders tothe hulls of the boats,topush them in tom id-chan n el.B utthe bulk of
the fleetrem ain ed im m ov able, an d the con flag ration w as spreadin g . The sick an d
w oun dedw ere burn ttodeath,or m ore m ercifully suffocatedby the sm ok e;w hilstthe

260
AsT antiaT opee ishere stated to have been the forem ostagentin thishellish w ork,itw illinterestthe reader

to see the m aster-butcher'sow n accountofthe butchery:"T he N ana,"he declared,"gotafem ale w ho had been
captured beforetow ritealettertoGeneralW heelertothiseffect:thattheS epoysw ould notobey hisorders,and
that,ifhew ished,he(theN ana)w ouldgetboatsandconvey him and thosew ithhim intheentrenchm entasfaras
Allahabad.An answ ercam e from the Generalthat he approved ofthisarrangem ent,and the sam e evening the
Generalsentthe N anasom ething overone lacofrupees,and authorized him to keep the am ount.T he follow ing
day Iw ent and got ready forty boats,and having caused allthe gentlem en,ladies,and children to get into the
boats,Istarted them offto Allahabad.In the m ean w hile,the w hole arm y,artillery included,having got ready,
arrived at the riverGanges. T he S epoysjum ped into the w ater,and com m enced am assacre ofallthe m en,
w om en,and children,and settheboatsonfire.T hey destroyed thirty-nineboats;one,how ever,escaped asfaras
KalaKunkur,but w asthere caught,and brought back to Caw npore,and allon board ofit destroyed.Fourdays
afterthisthe N anasaid he w asgoingto Bithoor,to keep the anniversary ofhism other'sdeath."T hisstatem entis
atleastpartially true,anditm ightbesuggestedthatthesignalw hichT antiaT opeew asseentogivew as,according
tohisstatem ent,asignaltostarttheboats.O nthispoint,how ever,w itnessesw ereexam ined andcross-exam ined
w ith the sam e result.O ne said,"In m y presence and hearing T antie T opee sent forT eekaS ing,S oubandarof
S econd Cavalry,know n asaGeneral,and gave him ordersto rushinto the w aterand sparenone."Anothersaid,"I
w asstanding concealed in acorner,close to w here T antiaT opee w asseated,and Iheard him tellT eekaS ing,a
S oubandarofthe S econd Cavalry,w ho w asknow n asthe General,to orderthe S ow ersto go into the w aterand
put an end to the Europeans,and accordingly they rushed into the riverand m urdered them ." O therw itnesses
spoke distinctly to thesam eeffect;onem an adding,"Allordersregardingthem assacre,issued by theN ana,w ere
carried into execution by T intiaT opee." Ido not think that there can be the least doubt ofthe guilty activity of
T antiaT opeeinthisfouldeed.
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stron g er w om en ,w ith children in their arm s,took tothe riv er,tobe shotdow n in the
w ater,tobe sabredin the stream by the m oun tedtroopers,w horode in afterthem ,tobe
bayon etedon reachin g lan d,ortobe m ade captiv es,an dreserv edfora lateran dm ore
cruel im m olation .The few estw ordsare here the best.Ishouldhav e little taste totell the

foul details of this foul slaug hter,ev en if authen tic particulars w ere before m e.Itis
better thatthey should rem ain in the obscurity of an un certain w hole;en oug h thatn o
aspect of Christian hum an ity, n ot the sig ht of the old Gen eral, w ho had n early
n um beredhisfourscore years,n orof the little babe still atitsm other'sbreast,raisedan y
feelin g of com pun ction orof pity in these butcherson the riv erside.Itsufficedthatthere
w asChristian bloodtobe shed.

W hilstthis terrible scen e w as bein g actedatthe Ghaut,the N an a S ahib,hav in g full faith

in the m alev olen tactiv ity of his lieuten an ts on the riv erban k ,w as aw aitin g the issue in
his ten ton the can ton m en tplain .Itis related of him that,un quietin m in d,he m ov ed
about,pacin g hitheran dthither,in spite of the in dolen ce of hishabitsan dthe obesity of
his fram e.A ftera w hile,tidin g sof the prog ress of the m assacre w ere broug httohim by
a m oun tedtrooper.W hathadbeen passin g w ithin him durin g those m orn in g hours n o
hum an pen can rev eal.P erhaps som e slig htspasm of rem orse m ay hav e com e upon
him ,orhe m ay hav e thoug htthatbetteruse m ig htbe m ade of som e of ourpeople aliv e

than dead.B utw hetherm ov edby pity orby craft,he sen tordersback by the m essen g er
thatn om ore w om en an dchildren shouldbe slain ,butthatn otan E n g lishm an w astobe
leftaliv e.S othe m urderers,after butcherin g ,or tryin g tobutcher,the rem n an tof our
fig htin g -m en , stayed their han ds an d ceased from the slaug hter; an d a n um ber of
w eak erv ictim s,com putedw ith probable accuracy ata hun dredan dtw en ty-fiv e,som e
sorely w oun ded,som e half-drow n ed,all drippin g w ith the w ater of the Gan g es an d
beg rim edw ith itsm ud,w ere carriedback in custody toCaw n pore,by the w ay they had
com e,en v yin g ,perhaps,those w hose destin y hadbeen already accom plished.

B utam on g the m en — surv iv ors of the Caw n pore Escape g arrison — w ere som e w ho
battledbrav ely fortheirliv es,an dsoldthem dearly.S tron g sw im m erstook tothe riv er,
butoften sun k in the redden edw aterben eath the fire of theirpursuers ;w hilstothers,
m ak in g tow ards the lan d low er dow n the stream ,stood atbay on ban k or islet,an d
m ade v ain butg allan tuse of the cherishedrev olv er in the lastg rim en erg ies of death.
There w as n othin g stran g e,perhaps,in the factthatthe forem ostheroes of the defen ce

w ere the lastev en n ow toyield up their liv es tothe fury of the en em y.O n e boatheld
M oore an d V ibart, W hitin g an d M ow bray-Thom son , A she, D elafosse, B olton , an d
others, w ho had been con spicuous in the an n als of thatheroic defen ce. B y son ic
acciden tor ov ersig htthe thatch had escaped ig n ition .L ig hter,too,than the rest,or
perhaps m ore v ig orously propelled by the shoulders of these stron g m en ,itdrifted
dow n the stream ;butM oore w as shotthroug h the heartin the actof propulsion ,an d
A she an dB olton perishedw hilsten g ag edin the sam e w ork .The g rape an droun d-shot
from the O ude ban k of the riv er ere lon g beg an tocom plete the m assacre.The dyin g
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an d the dead lay thick ly tog ether en tan g led in the bottom of the boat,261 an d for the
liv in g there w asn ota m outhful of food.

A s the day w an editw as clearthatthe activ ity of the en em y hadn otabated.Thaton e

driftin g boat,on the dark w atersof the Gan g es,w ithoutboatm en ,w ithoutoars,w ithout
a rudder, w as n otto be leftalon e w ith such sorry chan ce of escape; so a blazin g
budg erow w as sen tdow n the riv erafterit,an dburn in g arrow s w ere discharg edatits
roof.S till,how ev er,the boatw as true to its occupan ts;an d w ith the n ew day,n ow
g roun din g on san d-ban k s, n ow pushed off ag ain in to the stream , itm ade w eary
prog ress betw een the tw o hostile ban k s,ev ery hour lig hter,for ev ery hour broug ht
m ore m essen g ers of death.262 A tsun set,a pursuin g boatfrom Caw n pore w ith fifty or
sixty arm ed N ativ es on board,cam e after our people,w ith orders to board an d to

destroy them .B utthe pursuersalsog roun dedon a san dban k ;an dthen there w ason e of
those lastg ran d spasm s of courag e ev en in death w hich are seldom absen tfrom the
story of En g lish heroism .Exhausted,fam ishin g ,sick an dw oun ded,as they w ere,they
w ouldn otw aittobe attack ed.A little party of officers an dsoldiers arm edthem selv es
to the teeth,an d fell heav ily upon the people w ho had com e dow n to destroy them .
V ery few of the pursuers return ed to tell the story of their pursuit.This w as the last
v ictory of the hero-m artyrs of Caw n pore.263 They took the en em y's boat,an dfoun din it

g oodstores of am m un ition .They w ouldratherhav e foun da little food.V ictors as they
w ere,they return ed to the cov er of the boaton ly to w restle w ith a m ore form idable
en em y.Forstarv ation w asstarin g them in the face.

S leepfell upon the surv iv ors;an dw hen they w ok e Jun e 29 the w in dhadrisen ,an dthe
boatw as driftin g dow n the stream — in the dark n ess they k n ew n otw hither;an dsom e
ev en then hadw ak in g dream sof a com in g deliv eran ce.B utw ith the firstg lim m erof the
m orn in g despaircam e upon them .The boathadbeen carriedoutof the m ain chan n el of

the riv er in to a creek or sidin g ,w here the en em y soon discern ed it, an d poured a
show erof m usk et-balls upon its m iserable in m ates.Then V ibart,w holay helpless,w ith

261
"T he horrorsofthe lingering hoursofthatday seem ed asifthey w ould nevercease.W e had no food in the

boat,and had taken nothing before starting.T he w aterofthe Gangesw asallthat passed ourlips,save prayers,
and shrieks,and groans.T he w ounded and the dead w ere often entangled togetherin the bottom ofthe boat;to
extricate the corpsesw asa w ork of extrem e difficulty,though im peratively necessary from the dreaded
consequencesofthe intense heat and the im portance oflightening the boat asm uch aspossible."— Mowbray-
Thomson.

262
"At tw o P .M .w e stranded offN uzuffgurh,and they opened upon usw ith m usketry.M ajorVibart had been

shotthrough one arm on the precedingday;nevertheless,he gotout,and w hilsthelpingtopush offthe boatw as
shot through the other arm . Captain AthillT urner had both hislegssm ashed. Captain W hiting w askilled.
L ieutenant Q uin w asshot through the arm ; Captain S eppiugsthrough the arm ,and M rs.S eppingsthrough the
thigh.L ieutenantHarrisonw asshotdead.....Blenm an,ourbold spy,w asshotinthegroin."-Mowbray-Thomson.

263
M ow bray-T hom son w asoneofthese.N othingcan be m orem odestthanthispartofhisnarrative."Instead of

w aitingforthem toattackus,eighteenortw enty ofuscharged them ,and few oftheirnum berescaped to tellthe
story."
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both arm s shotthroug h,issued his lastorders.Itw as a forlorn hope.B utw hilstthere
w as a soun d arm am on g them ,thatcould load an d fire,or thrustw ith a bayon et,still
the g reatg am e of the En g lish w as tog otothe fron tan dsm ite the en em y,as a race that
seldom w aitedtobe sm itten .S oM ow bray-Thom son an dD elafosse,w ith a little ban dof

European soldiers of the Thirty-secon d an d the Eig hty-fourth,lan ded to attack their
assailan ts.The fierce en erg y of desperation drov e them forw ard.S epoys an d v illag ers,
arm ed an d un arm ed,surg ed aroun d them ,butthey charg ed throug h the astoun ded
m ultitude,an d m ade their w ay back ag ain throug h the crow d of black s to the poin t
from w hich they hadstarted.Then they saw thatthe boatw as g on e.The fourteen w ere
leftupon the pitiless lan d,w hilsttheir doom ed com pan ion s floated dow n the pitiless
w ater.

There w as on e m ore stan d to be m ade by M ow bray-Thom son an d his com rades.A s
they retreatedalon g the ban k of the riv er,seein g aftera w hile n ochan ce of ov ertak in g
the boat,they m ade fora H in dootem ple,w hich hadcaug htthe eye of theirleader,an d
defen ded the doorw ay w ith fixed bayon ets.A fter a little tim e they stood behin d a
ram partof black an d bloody corpses,an d fired,w ith com parativ e security,ov er this
bulw ark of hum an .flesh.A little putridw aterfoun din the tem ple g av e ourpeople n ew
stren g th,an d they held the doorw ay so g allan tly,an d so destructiv ely to the en em y,

thatthere seem ed to be n o hope of expellin g them by force of arm s.S o w hilstw ord
w en tback toD un dooP un t,N an a S ahib,thatthe rem n an tof the En g lish A rm y w as n ot
tobe con quered,the assailan ts,huddlin g roun dthe tem ple,broug htleav esan dfag g ots,
w hich they piledup ben eath the w alls,an dstrov e toburn outthe little g arrison .Then
P rov iden ce cam e totheirhelpin theirsorestn eed.The w in dblew sm ok e an dfire aw ay
from the tem ple.B utthe m alice of the en em y had a n ew dev ice in store.They threw
bag s of pow deron the burn in g em bers.There w as n ow n othin g leftforourpeople but
flig ht. P recipitatin g them selv es in to the m idstof the rag in g m ultitude, they fired a

v olley an dthen charg edw ith the bayon et.S ev en of the fourteen carriedtheirliv es w ith
them , an d little else, to the ban k of the riv er. There they took to the stream ; but
presen tly tw o of the sw im m ers w ere shotthroug h the head,w hilsta third,w ell n ig h
exhausted,m ak in g fora san d-ban k ,hadhis sk ull batteredin as soon as he lan ded.B ut
the surv iv in g four,bein g stron g sw im m ers,an d w ith heroic pow er in doin g an d in
sufferin g ,struck dow n the stream ,an d aided by the curren t,ev aded their pursuers.
M ow bray-Thom son an d D elafosse,w ith priv ates M urphy an d S ulliv an ,reached aliv e

the territory of a frien dly O ude Rajah,an dsurv iv edtotell the story of Caw n pore.

Teem in g asitdoesw ith recordsof heroicexploits,N eg lectedthisn arrativ e of the S epoy
W ar con tain s n othin g H eroism -thatsurpasses— perhaps n othin g thatcan justly be
com pared w ith— this w on derful episode of the last strug g les of the m artyrs of
Caw n pore.The g ran d n ation al courag e,of the m an ifold dev elopm en ts of w hich itis
im possible tow rite w ithoutstron g em otion ,has n on obler illustration than thatof the
laststan dof the rem n an tof the Caw n pore g arrison .A yearbefore,En g lan dhadm ade

tardy reparation of pastn eg lectby in stitutin g an O rderof V alour.Itbearsa n am e w hich
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ren ders itperson ally dear tothe recipien ts of this g en eration ,an dw ill be cherished in
historical ag es yettocom e.Itw as rig htthatof such an order there should be buton e
class.B utif there had been m an y classes,M ow bray-Thom son an d D elafosse,M urphy
an dS ulliv an ,w ouldhav e earn edthe hig hestdecoration of w hich the ordercouldboast.

B ut,Ik n ow n otby w hatstran g e om ission ,by w hose n eg lect,or by w hatacciden tfor
w hich n oon e is respon sible,ithappen s thatn oton e of these heroes has born e on his
breastthe V ictoria Cross.D oubtless,they are the represen tativ es of a g ig an ticdisaster,
n otof a g lorious v ictory.B utthe heroism of failure is often g reaterthan the heroism of
success.A n dsin ce the tim e w hen ,in the days of early Rom e,the three k eptthe B ridg e,
there hav e been n on e m ore w orthy of all the hon or thata sov ereig n or a n ation can
bestow on the doersof brav e deeds,than those w hoheldthe tem ple on the ban k s of the
Gan g es,an d foug httheir w ay throug h an arm ed m ultitude thirstin g for their blood,

un til from v illag e tov illag e there ran the cry thatthe En g lishm en couldn otbe beaten .

W hilstthe g allan tFour,thus m ercifully sav edby w hat,hum an ly reg arded,hadseem ed
to be a sum m on s to certain destruction ,the com pan ion s from w hom they had been
sev ered w ere losin g all hope of deliv eran ce.W hatbefell them after they drifted aw ay,
leav in g M ow bray-Thom son an d his little ban d of resolute fig htin g -m en on the shore,
can n ev er be accurately k n ow n in detail.B utthe boatw as ov ertak en ,an d all its liv in g

carg o carried back to Caw n pore,an d turn ed outupon the w ell-k n ow n lan din g -place,
w here a g reatassem blag e of S epoys w as ready toreceiv e them .S om e eig hty Christian
people in all had been broug htback ,after three days of ag on y an d terror on the dark
w aters of the Gan g es,too m erciless to ov erw helm them .264 From the riv er ban k they
w ere driv en ,a m iserable herdof m en ,w om en ,an dchildren ,tothe oldcan ton m en t,to
aw aitthe execution of the orders of the N an a.H e w en touthim self tog loatupon their
sufferin g s.The m en w ere doom ed to death aton ce.The w om en an d children ,w ith
g reaterrefin em en tof cruelty,w ere sufferedtosurv iv e theirhusban ds an dtheirfathers,

an dreserv edfora secon ddeath.O n e E n g lish lady clun g toherhusban d,an dperished.
The restw ere torn aw ay,w hilstthe m usk ets of the S epoys w ere loaded for thatfatal
fusillade.Then an E n g lish officer,w hothroug houtall the acciden ts of thatriv erv oyag e
had preserv ed a prayer-book of the Church of En g lan d,soug htperm ission toread to
his doom ed com rades a few sen ten ces of thatbeautiful liturg y,w hose utteran ces are
n ev er so touchin g ly appropriate as am idstthe soresttrials an d troubles of life.L eav e
w as g ran ted.A n d w ith on e arm in a slin g ,w hilstw ith the other he held the precious

v olum e before his eyes,S eppin g s proclaim ed to thatdoom ed con g reg ation the g reat
m essag e of salv ation ;an d ev en am idstthe roar an d rattle of the m usk etry the g lad
tidin g sw ere still rin g in g in theirears,asthey passedaw ay toan otherw orld.

Then the w om en an d children w ere sen tto sw ell the crow d of captiv es,w hich these
con querors of the hour w ere holdin g still in store as a fin al relish for their feastof

264
Eighty isthe num bergiven by M r.S hereraftervery carefulinquiry and collation ofevidence.T hey w ere

broughtbackoncarts,andarrivedattheGhaut onthe30thofJune.
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slaug hter.A ll w hohadn otbeen burn t,orbayon eted,orsabred,ordrow n edin the g reat
m assacre of the boats on the 27th of Jun e,had been sw eptup from the Ghaut an d

carriedtothe S av ada H ouse,a buildin g w hich hadfig uredin the history of the sieg e as,
for a tim e,the head-quarters of the rebel leader.A n d n ow these n ew ly-m ade w idow s

an dorphan sw ere addedtothe shudderin g herdof con dem n edin n ocen ts.

This don e, D oon doo P un t, N an a S ahib, carryin g . w ith him an in fin ite satisfaction
deriv ed from the success of his m achin ation s,w en toff to his palace atB ithoor.N ext
day,in all the pride an d pom p of pow er,he w as publicly proclaim ed Peishwah.N o

form ality,n ocerem on y w as om itted,thatcould g iv e dig n ity tothe occasion .H e took
his seatupon the thron e.The sacram en tof the forehead-m ark w asduly perform ed.The
can n on roared outits recog n ition of the n ew ruler.A n d w hen n ig htfell,the dark n ess

w as dispersedby a g en eral illum in ation ,an dshow ers of firew ork s litupthe sk y.B utit
w as n otlon g before,ev en in the firstflush of trium ph,heav in ess fell upon the restored
sov ereig n ty of the Peishwah.H e w as,after all,on ly a m iserable tool in the han ds of

others.A n d n ew s soon reached him that,in his absen ce from Caw n pore,his in fluen ce
w as declin in g . The M ahom edan party w as w axin g stron g . It had hitherto been
ov erborn e by the H in doo pow er,probably m ore than all else for w an tof an efficien t
leader.B utthere w as a M ahom edan n oblem an ,k n ow n as the N un n y N ew ab,w hohad

tak en a con spicuous,if n otan activ e,partin the sieg e.A tthe com m en cem en tof the
outbreak he had been m ade prison er by the N an a S ahib, an d his house had been
plun dered;butsubsequen tly they had en tered in to a cov en an tof frien dship,an d a
com m an d had been g iv en to the N ew ab. H e directed or presided ov er on e of the
batteries plan tedatthe RacquetCourt,driv in g dow n toitin his carriag e,an dsittin g on
a chair,in costly attire,w ith a sw ordathis side an da telescope in his han d;an dthere
w as n obattery thatw roug htus g reaterm ischief than the N un n y N ew ab's.H e hadg ot
tog ether som e cun n in g N ativ e artificers,w ho experim en talised on red-hotshotan d

other com bustibles,n otw ithoutdam ag e tothe liv es of those w ork in g in the batteries;
an ditw asa projectile from on e of his g un s— describedas a ball of resin — w hich setfire
tothe barrack in the en tren chm en ts.The N an a w assodelig htedw ith thisexploitthathe
sen tthe N ew ab a presen tof fiv e thousan d rupees, an d the story ran , thatin the
adm in istrativ e arran g em en ts w hich w ere tofollow the exterm in ation of the En g lish,he
w as to be Gov ern or of Caw n pore.A m on g the M ahom edan s of the n eig hborhood he
w as held in hig h estim ation ,an dlarg e n um bers of follow ers atten ded him as he w en t

dow n ev ery day tohisbattery.

A n dn ow there w assom e talk of settin g upthe N ew ab asheadof the n ew Gov ern m en t.
If this had been don e there w ould hav e been faction fig hts betw een H in doos an d
M ahom edan s,w hich w ould hav e w eak en ed the pow er of the g en eral en m ity to tie
Christian races, an d hasten ed the day of retribution . Then other disturbin g rum ors
reached him . The En g lish rein forcem en ts w ere adv an cin g from A llahabad— hotfor
rev en g e,eag er for blood.The story ran thatthe w hite soldiers w ere han g in g ev ery

N ativ e w hocam e in theirw ay.Itw asplain thatthe tim e forstren uousaction hadcom e.
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A g reatfear w as settlin g dow n upon the m in ds of the in habitan ts of Caw n pore,w ho
w ere leav in g theirhom es in the city an dseek in g refug e in the v illag es;an dthe m ilitary
classes, as is ev er their w on t at such tim es, w ere clam orin g for don ativ es, an d
declaim in g ag ain stthe parsim on y of the N an a. To sen d forth assurin g an d ev en

boastful addresses alik e tothe citizen an dtothe soldier,w as his firstcare in this m on th
of July;265 an d itw as n ecessary,w ithoutdelay,toissue larg esses in m on ey,an d in the
allurin g shape of those m uch-cov etedg oldban g les,the thoug htof w hich,ev ersin ce the
com m en cem en tof the sieg e,hadstim ulatedthe activ ity of the S epoys.

S o the P eishw ah of the hour w as sum m on ed back to Caw n pore by the lieuten an ts
w hom he had leftto g ov ern in his absen ce.H e established him self in an edifice,of
g oodly proportion s,w hich hadbeen builtforan hotel by a M ahom edan capitalist;an d

here he heldhig h carn iv al.The n ativ e g ossips of the day relatedhow ,afterthe fashion
of the East,he strov e todrow n the cares an dan xieties w hich g atheredroun dhim ,w ith
m usic,an d dan cin g ,an d buffoon ery in public;an d thathe solaced him self,in m ore
retiredhours,w ith stron g drin k an dthe caresses of a fam ous courtesan .D ay afterday
his scouts broug htexag g eratedstories of the adv an ce of the En g lish battalion s;an dhe
issuedin struction s tohis officers tog oouttom eetthem .H e hadputforth astoun din g
proclam ation s toassure the people thatthe pride of the En g lish had been hum bled to

the dust,an dthattheirarm ieshadbeen ov erw helm edby m ore pow erful n ation s,or,by
God's prov iden ce,drow n ed in the sea.There w as n olie w hich D oon dooP un tan d his
lieuten an ts hadn otputforth,in som e shape orother,toassure the m in ds of the people
an d tom ak e m en believ e thatthere w as n othin g n ow tobe hoped or feared from the
prostrate Ferin g hees.B utev er,as the m on th of July w ore on ,n ew s cam e from below
thatthe En g lish w ere adv an cin g ;an d the Peishwah trem bled as he heard,ev en in the

m idstof his rev elries.There w as,how ev er,on e m ore v ictory to be g ain ed before the
collapse of the n ew M ahratta pow eron the ban k s of the Gan g es.A n dthe N an a sm iled

ashe thoug htthatthe g am e w asall in hisow n han ds.

Itw ason ly a v ictory ov era n um berof helplessw om en an dchildren — a v ictory safe an d
easy.The En g lish prison ers hadbeen rem ov edfrom the S av ada Kotee toa sm all house,
w hich had been builtby an E n g lish officer for his n ativ e m istress (then ce called the
"Beebee-ghur");buthad m ore recen tly been the residen ce of a hum ble Eurasian clerk .

There w as scan ty accom m odation in itfor a sin g le fam ily.In this w retched buildin g

w ere n ow pen n ed,lik e sheep for the slaug hter,m ore than tw o hun dred w om en an d
children .Forthe n um berof the captiv es hadby this tim e been in creasedby an addition
from a distan ce.W hilstourChristian people atCaw n pore hadbeen sufferin g w hathas
been butdim ly portrayed in the precedin g pag es, there had been a g reatcrisis at
Futtehg urh, the B ritish m ilitary station adjacen tto the city of Furruck abad, in the
districtof thatn am e. Itlies on the rig htban k of the Gan g es, eig hty m iles abov e
Caw n pore.In the firstw eek of Jun e,after n early a m on th of extrem e an xiety,ithad

265
S om eofthesew illbefoundintheAppendix.
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becom e apparen tthatthe liv es of all the European s,an d they w ere m an y,w ould be
sacrificedif they con tin uedtodw ell atFuttehg urh.S o,n otk n ow in g in the firstw eek of
Jun e the true position of affairsatCaw n pore,a larg e n um berof ourpeople took totheir
boats an d drifted dow n to the g reatB ritish can ton m en t,as to a place of refug e.The

story of Futtehg urh m ustbe toldin an otherchapterof this n arrativ e.Itis en oug h thatit
should be related here thatthose w hodescen ded the riv er w ere attack ed on the w ay,
an d thatw hen on e boatreached the n eig hborhood of Caw n pore the N an a S ahib's
people captured it,drag g ed outits un happy in m ates,an d carried them ,boun d,tothe
feetof their m aster.Then there w as a slaug hter,in his presen ce,of all the m en ,three
excepted;an dthe w om en an dchildren w ere carriedoff tosw ell the m iserable crow din
the "B eebeeg hur."

This n ew prison -house lay betw een the N ativ e city an dthe riv er,un derthe shadow of
the im prov ised palace of the Peishwah, w ithin soun d of the n oisy m usic,an d w ithin

sig htof the torch-g lare w hich sig n alized his hig hn ess's n octurn al rejoicin g s.266 Thus
huddledtog ether,fedupon the coarsestprov en derof the coun try,doledouttothem by
sw eepers, their sufferin g s w ere in tolerable. Cholera an d diarrhea brok e outam on g
them ,an d som e w ere m ercifully suffered to die.267 If,in the ag on y an d terror of this
captiv ity,bereftof reason ,an y on e of these sufferers an ticipated,by action of herow n ,

the day of doom ,Godw ill surely tak e m erciful accoun tof the offen ce.The horrorof a
foulersham e than hadyetcom e upon them m ay hav e crazedm ore in tellects than on e.
B utthere w as in this n om ore than a phan tom of the im ag in ation .O urw om en w ere n ot
dishon oredsav e thatthey w ere m ade tofeel theirserv itude.They w ere tak en out,tw o
ata tim e,tog rin d corn for the N an a's household.A n educated En g lish g en tlew om an
n eededn otev en a w eek 'sresiden ce in In dia toteach herthe m ean in g of this.A sthey sat
there on the g roun d, these Christian captiv es m ust hav e had som e g lim m erin g
recollection of their biblical studies,an d rem em bered how in the Eastthe g rin din g of

266
T he follow ingm inute description ofthe "Beebee-ghur"isfrom aprivate journalkeptby M ajorGordon ofthe

S ixty-first"Itw asadism alkind ofbungalow inasm allcom pound nearw hatused tobetheAssem bly R oom s.T here
w asanarrow verandah running along nearly the w hole ofthe front.At the tw o endsofit w ere bathing-room s,
opening both into the verandah and into side-room s.T hen cam e an innerentrance room ,and then one about
sixteenby sixteen,and thenanopenverandahasinfront.Ateithersidew asanarrow room ....Itw as,infact,tw o
sm allhouses,builtonexactly thesam eplan,facingeachother,andhavingaspaceenclosed betw eenthem ."

267
M r.T revelyan,referringtoadiary keptby aN ativedoctorw hovisited theprisoners,says,"T hereisatouching

littleentry w hichdeservesnotice.Inthecolum nheaded 'nam es'appearsthew ords'ek bee-bee' (onebaby),under
thatm arked 'disease'isw ritten 'ap se,' ofitself."Asa"beebee" isnotababy,butalady orw om an,Iattributed this
errorto the w riter'sbriefresidence in India,but Ifind the passage istaken from M r.S herer'sofficialreport,a
docum entofthe highestvalue.Im uststill,how ever,hold to the opinion that "ek beebee" m eansone lady,and I
should have thought that the pathosofthe "ap se" lay in itsm eaning that,she killed herself,ifit w ere not fora
suspicion that in S herer'sreport "beebee" isam isprint for"baba." Ihave not seen the originallist,but it w as
translated by M ajorGordon,w ho w ason GeneralN eill'sS taff.T hisofficerw rote dow n in hisjournal,atthe tim e,
m ostofthenam es."From the7th,"hesays,"tothem orning.ofthe15th,tw enty-eightpeopledied;ninecholera;
nine diarrhea;one dysentery;three ofw ounds;one,an infant tw o daysold;five,disease notm entioned.Icould
notm akeoutallthenam es,butthoseofw hichIam sureare"....and thenalistisgiven,including,underdateJuly
10,"A baby oftw odaysold— ofitself."T hisseem stobeconclusive.
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corn W as ev er reg arded as a sym bol of subjection — how ,in deed,itw as on e of the
crow n in g curses of the firstg reatcaptiv ity on record.268 W hen the w iv es of the En g lish
con querors w ere setto g rin d corn in the court-yards of the M ahratta, the n ation al
hum iliation w as then an d there com plete— then ,buton ly for a little w hile;there,but

on ly on a little space.A n dthe pathos of the picture is perfectedw hen w e see thatthese
delicate ladies,w ith their faces to the g rin dston e,did n otfin d the office so w holly
distasteful,asiten abledthem tocarry back a little flourtothe "Beebee-ghur"tofeedtheir

fam ishin g children .

S o here, justun der the w in dow s of the N an a S ahib, w as a v ery w eak ,defen seless
en em y,w hich m ig htbe attack ed w ith im pun ity an d v an quished w ith ease.B ut,w ith
thatother en em y,w hich w as n ow adv an cin g from A llahabad,an d,as the story ran ,

destroyin g ev eryon e in their w ay,the issue of the con testw as m ore doubtful.A g reat
body of H orse an dFoot,w ith a form idable array of g un s,hadg on e dow n todispute the
prog ress of the B ritish ;but,before the m on th of July w as half spen t,n ew s cam e that
they had been disastrously beaten .H av elock had tak en the field in earn est.The hopes
of his youth,the prayers of his m an hood,had been accom plished ;he had liv ed to
com m an dan arm y,tog ain a v ictory,an dtow rite a dispatch in hisow n g oodn am e.

NOTES:
A tthe close of this chapter,Im ustexpress m y oblig ation s to the prin ted v olum es of
Captain M ow bray-Thom son an d M r. O tto Trev elyan . The rem in iscen ces of the on e
w riteran dthe in v estig ation sof the otherhav e been equally serv iceable tom e.B utton o
on e am I m ore in debted than to Colon el W illiam s for the in v aluable m ass of oral
in form ation w hich he has elicited an d placed on record,an d the adm irable sy n opsis

w hich accom pan ies it.From an im m en se pile of con flictin g ev iden ce,I believ e that,
g uidedby Colon el W illiam s,Ihav e extracted the truth.There are still,how ev er,som e
doubtsan dun certain tiesasreg ardspoin tsof detail,especially in respectof the n um bers
both of the fig htin g m en in the en tren chm en ts an d of the w om en an d children in the
"Beebee-ghur." The discrepan cy w ith respectto the form er m ay hav e arisen from the

circum stan ce thatin som e lists the sick w ere com puted, butn otin others. Colon el
W illiam s g iv es a n om in al roll of European troops com posin g the En g lish portion of the

Caw n pore g arrison w how ere k illedbetw een the 6th an d30th of Jun e.In this w e hav e

268
S om e,perhaps,m ay have called to m ind,in thishourofhum iliation,the aw fulappropriatenessofthe forty-

seventh chapterofIsaiah,and m ostly ofthese solem n w ords:— "Come down and sit in the dust, O virgin daughter
of Babylon, sit on the ground for thou shalt no more be called tender and delicate. Take the millstones and grind
meal: uncover thy locks, make bare the leg, uncover the thigh, pass over the rivers Thou saidst, I shall he a lady
forever, so that thou didst not lay these things to thy heart, neither didst remember the latter end of it. Therefore,
hear now this, thou that art given to pleasures, that dwellest carelessly, that sayest in thine heart, I am and none
else be-side me; I shall not sit as a widow, neither shall I know the loss of children. But these two things shall come
to thee in a moment, in one day, the loss of children and widowhood .... Evil shall come upon thee; thou shalt not
know from whence it riseth; and mischief shall fall upon thee; thou shalt not be able to put it off, and desolation
shall come upon thee suddenly."
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the n am es of fifty-n in e A rtillerym en ,sev en ty-n in e m en of the Thirty-secon d,forty-n in e
of the Eig hty-fourth,an d fifteen of the M adras Fusiliers— m ak in g in all tw o hun dred
an d tw o,exclusiv e of officers.M r.S herer's n um bers differ from these— his ag g reg ate
bein g a hun dredan dsixty-four.W ith reg ardtothe w om en an dchildren in the "Beebee-

ghur," I thin k thatM ajor Gordon 's estim ate is m ostprobably correct.H e says,after

studyin g the listof prison ers,"Itappears from this thattw ohun dredan dten w ere left
on the 11th,an d as tw elv e died betw een thatan d the 15th,there m ustprobably hav e
been a hun dredan dn in ety-sev en w hen the m assacre took place."
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CHAPTER III.

GENERAL HAVELOCK AT ALLAHABAD - EQUIPMENT OF THE
BRIGADE - ADVANCE TOWARDS CAWNPORE - JUNCTION WITH

RENAUD - THE BATTLES OF FUTTEHPORE, AONG, AND
CAWNPORE - THE MASSACRE OF THE WOMEN AND CHILDREN -

REOCCUPATION OF CAWNPORE.

A S S URED of the m iserable factthatCaw n pore had fallen ,Gen eral H av elock ,hav in g
haltedRen aud's colum n atL ohan g a,w as eag ertoadv an ce tojoin him an dtopush on
forthe recov ery of the im portan tposition thatw e hadlost,an dthe chastisem en tof the
in solen ten em y.H e teleg raphed toS ir P atrick Gran tatCalcutta,sayin g :"W e hav e lost
Caw n pore,an im portan tpoin ton the g reatlin e of com m un ication ,an dthe place from
w hich alon e L uck n ow can be succored;foritw ouldbe hardly possible,atthis season of
the year, to operate on the cross-roads. M y duty is, therefore, to en deav or to tak e
Caw n pore,tothe accom plishm en tof w hich Iw ill ben dev ery effort.Iadv an ce alon g the

trun k -road as soon as Ican un ite fourteen hun dred B ritish In fan try toa battery of six
w ell-equipped g un s. L ieuten an t-Colon el N eill, w hose hig h qualities I can n ot
sufficien tly praise,w ill follow w ith an othercolum n as soon as itis org an ized,an dthis
fortisleftin properhan ds.269

H av elock hadhopedtocom m en ce his m arch on the 4th of July,butthe im pedim en ts in
the w ay of the com plete equipm en tof his force w ere toon um erous an d tooserious to

adm itof soearly a m ov em en t.A ll the olddifficulties,of w hich Ihav e already spok en ,
w ere in his w ay,an d itw as n otun til the sun w as dim ly declin in g on the 7th thathe
could g iv e the order to m arch. Itw as buta sm all force for the w ork before it. A
thousan d European In fan try soldiers,belon g in g tofourdifferen treg im en ts,com posed
the bulk of H av elock 's arm y.S om e of these w ere season edsoldiers,butsom e w ere raw
recruits.Then there w ere a hun dredan dthirty of B razier's S ik hs,a battery of six g un s,
an da little troopof V olun teerCav alry,m usterin g on ly eig hteen sabers,butin the han ds
of such m en w orth their n um ber fiv e tim es told.A m on g them w ere youn g officers,
w hose reg im en ts had rev olted,270 an d civ ilian s w hose cutcherries w ere closed;an d as

they rode out,badly m oun ted(forP alliser'sIrreg ularshadtak en the besthorses),un der
their g allan tleader,Captain B arrow of the M adras Cav alry,there w as a larg e-hearted

269
M aralnan'sL ifeofHavelock.

270
"N ew to the country,new to the service,unaccustom ed to roughingit,broughtup in every luxury,and led to

believe thaton theirarrivalin Indiathey w ould have the sam e,these young officers(deprived ofem ploym entby
the m utiny oftheirregim ents)w illingly threw them selvesinto the thinkofthe w orkoften w ithoutatentorcover
ofany sortto shelterthem from the rain orsun,w ith bad provisionsand hard w ork.S ideby side w ith the privates
they tooktheirturn ofduty,and aideby side w ith them they fought,w ere w ounded,and som edied."— Quoted is
Marsbnan's Life of Havelock. Author not stated.
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en thusiasm am on g them w hich m ade them feel equal tothe en coun ter of an y n um ber
of N ativ e horsem en thatcouldbe broug htag ain stthem .N orshouldthere be om ission
from the record of the factthat,w hen H av elock m arched forth for the recov ery of
Caw n pore an d the relief of L uck n ow ,he w as accom pan ied by som e of the beststaff-

officers w ith w hom ithas ev er been the g ood fortun e of a g en eral tobe associated.In
L ieuten an t-Colon el Fraser-Tytler an d Captain S tuartB eatson he had a Q uarter-M aster
Gen eral an d an A djutan t-Gen eral of his brig ade,selected by him self,n otto be out-
m atched in efficien cy by an y officers of those departm en ts. Itw as a dull, dreary
aftern oon w hen H av elock 's B rig ade m archedoutof A llahabad,an dv ery soon the rain
cam e dow n in torren ts todam p the ardor of the adv an cin g force.N either on thatday
n or on the succeedin g on e w as the prog ress rapid.M an y of the m en w ere un used to
In dian m archin g ,an d n um bers fell in the rear,w eary,footsore,disabled.There w as

g reatdiscourag em en tin this;butas H av elock adv an ced,itbecam e m ore an d m ore
apparen ttohim n oton ly thatCaw n pore hadfallen ,butthata larg e body of the en em y
w ere adv an cin g tom eethim ,an d this ren dered itn oton ly expedien t,butim perativ e,
thatn o tim e should be lostin join in g the adv an ced colum n .N eill,doubtful,as ithas
been seen ,of the fall of Caw n pore,hadteleg raphedtoS irP atrick Gran t,urg in g him to
push on Ren aud's colum n ,an d Ren aud w as m ov in g forw ard in to the clutches of the
N an a's force;an dthoug h H av elock 's k n ow ledg e of the in estim able v alue atsuch a tim e

of En g lish life an dEn g lish health ren deredhim careful of hism en ,he n ow recog n izeda
param oun tem erg en cy ov errulin g these con sideration s,an d sped on w ards by forced
m arches toov ertak e his L ieuten an t.A n dan hourafterthe m idn ig htof the 11th-12th of
July, in the broad lig htof an un clouded m oon , his forem ostdetails cam e up w ith
Ren aud'sdetachm en t.

B efore daw n the jun ction w ascom pleted,Ren auddrew uphism en alon g the side of the
road; an d as the H ig hlan ders struck up the stirrin g strain of the "Cam pbells are

com in g ," w elcom ed the n ew arriv als w ith rin g in g cheers. Then they m arched on
tog ether,an daboutsev en o'clock the w hole force haltedatB elin dah,a spotsom e four
m ilesfrom the city of Futtehpore.271

The troops w ere w eary an dfootsore,an dH av elock w as eag ertog iv e his m en the rest
an d refreshm en tthey so m uch n eeded.S o arm s w ere piled,an d our soldiery w ere
preparin g for the m orn in g m eal,w hen their hun g ry hopes w ere disappoin ted by the

un expectedarriv al of a tw en ty-four-poun dshot,w hich w ell-n ig h reachedthe feetof the
Gen eral.The truth w as soon apparen t.Colon el Tytlerhadg on e forw ardw ith an escort
to recon n oiter,an d som e spies,dispatched by L aw ren ce from L uck n ow ,had broug ht

271
Calcutta Review, vol. xxxii., Article, "Havelock's Indian Campaign," w ritten by one w ho took part in it.T his

w riter,avery ableone,says,"W eshallnot.soonforgetthescene....W ew ellrecollecthow anxiousM ajorR enaud
w astocaptureFuttehporebeforeHavelockreached us,ithavingbeenreported tousthatitw asdefended only by
afew m atchlock-m en.T hisw asprobably correct at the lim e,but the N ana,w ith hislarge force,w asm arching
dow nuponit,and had w eadvanced notasoulw ould havelived totellthetale;butP rovidencepreserved usfrom
afatew hichatthattim ew ouldhavebeenruinoustoourpow erinIndia."
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him w ord thatthe en em y w ere atFuttehpore. There w as n o m ore thoug htof the
break fast.The battle w as before them .The m en stood to their arm s an d fell in atthe
w ord of com m an d,an d,forg etful of the lon g an d w eary n ig ht-m arch justen ded,set
their faces tow ards the cam p of the en em y,an d strode on ,steady an d stern ,to m eet

them .

They soon m et.For the en em y,thin k in g thatthey had com e up w ith the adv an ced
colum n on ly,un derM ajor Ren aud,sw eptforw ardw ith an in solen tfron t,con fiden tof
v ictory.Con spicuous before all w ere the troopers of the S econ dCav alry,w hocam e on
m en acin g ly in an exten dedlin e,as thoug h eag ertoen close ourlittle ban din the toils of
a sw iftdestruction .S oH av elock ,as he w rote,un w illin g "tobe bearded,determ in edat
on ce to brin g on an action ." Then the truth becam e m iserably apparen ttothe en em y;

an d in an in stan tthe lig htof proud defian ce paledben eath the astoun din g disclosure.
The w eak detachm en t,thatw as to hav e been so easily ov erw helm ed,had sudden ly
g row n ,as thoug h un derthe han dof S hiv a the D estroyer,in toa stron g ,w ell equipped,
w ell-han dledforce of all arm s,adv an cin g tothe battle w ith a form idable lin e of g un sin
the cen tre.Flushedw ith the sav ag e m em ories of the past,an deag erforfresh slaug hter,
these bloodhoun ds of the N an a S ahib had rushed upon their prey on ly to fin d
them selv es broug htface toface w ith death.S urprise,disappoin tm en t,fear,troddow n

ev en the brutal in stin cts w ithin them ,an d the paralysis of a g reatreaction w as upon
them .The fig htcom m en ced.Itw as scarcely a battle;butitw as a con sum m ate v ictory.
O urEn fieldrifles an dourg un s w ouldn otperm ita con flict.The serv ice of the A rtillery
w as superb.There hadcom e upon the scen e a n ew w arrior,of w hom In dia hadbefore
k n ow n n othin g ,butw hose n am e from thatday becam e terrible to our en em ies.The
im prov ised battery of w hich H av elock m ade such splen did use w as com m an ded by
Captain M aude of the Royal A rtillery.H e had com e roun d from Ceylon ,w ith a few
g un n ers,butw ithoutg un s;an d he had g on e aton ce to the fron tas on e of the fin est

A rtillerym en in the w orld. The besttroops of the N an a S ahib, w ith a stren g th of
A rtillery exceedin g our ow n ,could m ak e n ostan d ag ain stsuch a fire as w as open ed
upon them .272 Fallin g back upon the tow n ,w ith its m an y en closures of w alledg arden s,
they aban don edtheirg un s on e afteran othertoourexhaustedbattalion s;an dafteron e
v ain rally of the rebel H orse,w hich solv ed the v exed question of the un w orthin ess of
P alliser's Irreg ulars,g av e up the con testin despair.Then H av elock ag ain lam en tedhis
w an tof Cav alry;forhe couldn otfollow up,ashe w ished,hisfirstbrillian tsuccess;an d

m ore of the rebel S epoys escapedthan w as pleasin g tothe oldsoldier.B uthe haddon e

272
"T heenem y'sfirescarcely touched us,"w roteHavelock;"oursforfourhoursallow ed him norepose.""T w elve

British soldiersw ere struckdow n by the sun and neverrose again.Butourfightw asfoughtneitherw ith m usket
norbayonetnorsabre,butw ithEnfieldriflesand cannon:sow elostnom en."T hisprobably m eansnoEuropeans;
forHavelock'sbiographer,afterquotingtheGeneral'sdispatch,says,w ithreferencetotheconductoftheIrregular
Cavalry at thistim e,that " only tw elve follow ed their com m anding officer,L ieutenant P alliser,w hose blind
confidenceinhism enand gallantspiritcarried him headlongintothem idstoftheenem y (atFuttehpore),w ithout
aglancebehind toascertainifhew eresupported.Herohew asoverpow ered and knockedoffhishorse,andw ould
inevitably have been cutto piecesbad he notbeen rescued by the devoted gallantry ofhisN ative R essaldar,w ho
sacrificed hisow nlifeinendeavoringtosavethatofhisleader."
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his w ork w ell an d w as than k ful; than k ful to his troops for their g allan tserv ices;
than k ful tothe A lm ig hty P rov iden ce thathadg iv en him the v ictory;an dproudof the
g reatn ation al character w hich w as n ow so n obly reassertin g itself.273 Itw as the first
heav y blow struck atthe pride of the en em y in thatpartof the coun try.The g ladtidin g s

w ere receiv edw ith exultan tdelig htin ev ery house an dbun g alow in the coun try.In due
tim e En g lan d caug htup the paean ; an d the n am e of H av elock w as w ritten atthe
corn ers of our streets,on the sides of our public con v eyan ces,an d on the sig n -boards
ov erourhousesof publicen tertain m en t.274

Futtehpore w as g iv en uptoplun der.Itw as a g uilty— a blood-stain edcity.A few w eek s
before itFuttehpore hadrisen in rebellion .A n dn ow the m ark of a justretribution w as
to be setupon it. The story m ay be briefly told in this place. The Treasury-g uard

con sistedof som e sixty orsev en ty S epoysof the S ixth Reg im en t.A boutthe en dof M ay,
a larg e detachm en tof the Fifty-sixth,w ith son icS ow ars of the S econ dCav alry— both of
w hich reg im en ts w ere then fast seethin g in to rebellion at Caw n pore— arriv ed at
Futtehpore w ith treasure from B an da,an dpassedon toA llahabad.W hatdark hin tsan d
sug g estion s m ay hav e passedbetw een them can n ev erbe k n ow n .N og reatun easin ess
w asthen feltby the European residen ts.The tem perof the people didn otseem todiffer
m uch from w hatithadbeen in m ore quiettim es,an dpublicbusin essw en ton from day

today in the oldg roov e w ithoutin terruption .

The Chief Civ il O fficeratFuttehpore w asM r.RobertTudorTuck er,the Judg e.H e w asa
brotherof the Com m ission erof B en ares.There w ere som e stron g resem blan cesbetw een
them . B oth w ere dev outChristian m en , earn estly an d con scien tiously treadin g the
appoin tedpath of official duty.P eople spok e of H en ry Tuck eras an en thusiast;butthe
en thusiasm of RobertTuck erhadbeen rousedtoa still hig herpitch by the in ten sity of
his relig ious con v iction s,w hich,ev en from his schoolboy days up tothe prim e of his

m ature m an hood, had been strik in g deeper an d deeper root, in spite of all the
discourag em en ts an ddistraction s of Eastern life.A tthe en tran ce toFuttehpore he had
erectedfourpillars of ston e,on tw oof w hich w ere en g rav edthe Ten Com m an dm en ts,
in P ersian an d H in dee, an d on the others, in the sam e characters, scriptural texts

273
S ee Havelock'sO rderofT hanksissued nextday to the troopsunderhiscom m and,in w hich he attributesthe

victory,w ith asort ofCrom w ellian m any-sidedness,"to the fire ofBritish Artillery,exceeding in rapidity and
precisionallthattheBrigadierhaseverw itnessed inhisnotshortcareer;tothepow eroftheEnfield rifleinBritish
hands;toBritishpluck,thatgreatquality w hichhassurvived thevicissitudesofthehourand gained intensity front
the crisis;and to the blessing ofAlm ighty God on am ostrighteouscause— the cause ofjustice,hum anity,truth,
and goodgovernm entinIndia."

274
Itappearsfrom T antiaT opee'snarrative,w hich on such apointasthism ay be trusted,thatthe S epoysw ere

anxiousthat the N anashould accom pany them to Futtehpore." T he N anarefused," he said: "Iand the N ana
rem ained at Caw npore,and sent Jow alla-P ersand,hisagent,along w ith them to Futtehpore." T eekaS ing,the
S econd Cavalry General,accom panied him .T he Allahabad M oulavee,also,appearsto have been w ith the N ana's
party atthistim e.O neofthew itnesses,w hosedepositionshavebeenpublished by ColonelW illiam s,w henasked,
"W ho com m anded at the battle ofFuttehpore?" answ ered,"Im yselfsaw T eekaS ingh,the General,and the
AllahabadM onlavee,andJow alla-P ersaud,goingofftocom m and.M any othersw ent— sm allfry ofleaders."
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con tain in g the essen ce of the Christian faith.There they stood,thathe w horan m ig ht
read,proclaim in g toH in doos an dM ahom edan s the cherishedcreedof the Ferin g hees;
butn o m an defaced or in sulted them .A n d the g ood Judg e m ade n o disg uise of his
efforts tocon v ertthe people;butstill n om an m olestedhim .H is k in dn ess an dliberality

seem tohav e en dearedhim toall classes.They saw thathe w asjustan dg en tle;m erciful
an dself-den yin g ;an dthathe taug htlesson s of lov e by the practice of his daily life.In
v ery literal truth,he w asw hatthe N ativ esof In dia,often in exag g eratedlan g uag e,call a
"poor m an 's prov ider." W herev er m isery w as to be foun d, his helpin g han d w as
presen t.The destitute an dthe sick w ere hischildren ,in the absen ce of those en dearedto
him by the ten derestties.Forhe w as a husban dan da father;buthis fam ily atthis tim e
w ere in E n g lan d;an dw hen the day of trouble cam e he rejoicedthathe stoodalon e.

The storm burston the 9th of Jun e.The tw o g reatw av es of rebellion ,the on e from
A llahabad,the otherfrom Caw n pore,m ethere w ith ov erw helm in g force.H in doos an d
M ahom edan s rose ag ain stus;the latter,as ev er,w ith the m ore cruel v iolen ce.The
rov in g ban ds of S epoys an d S ow ars an d escaped g aol-birds,w ho w ere floodin g the
surroun din g districts, w holly disorg an ized our police; an d w hatw as said to be a
M ahom edan con spiracy w as hatchedin the v ery heartof the city.Then the dan g erous
classesseem tohav e bubbledup,an dthere w ere the usual org iesof crim e.The Treasury

w asplun dered.The prison -g atesw ere brok en open .The Record-office w asburn tdow n .
O ther public offices w ere con dem n ed to the sam e destruction .The M ission prem ises
w ere attack ed.A n d,w hen the European com m un ity g atheredtog etherin a barricaded
house resolv edthatitw ouldbe utterm adn ess torem ain an y lon g eratFuttehpore,for
all authority w as g on e,all hope of m ain tain in g an y lon g era sem blan ce of Gov ern m en t
utterly departed,they leftthe station by the lig htof blazin g bun g alow s,an d sallied
forth — tofin d them selv es "am idsta perfectJacquerie of the surroun din g v illag es."275

B utthey m ade theirw ay acrossthe Jum n a toB an da,an dw ere sav ed.

O n e E n g lishm an stood fast.O n e E n g lishm an could n otbe in duced to quithis post,
w hatev erm ig htbe the perils w hich en v iron edhim .A s lon g as there w as a pulse of life
in his body,RobertTuck er believ ed thatitw as his duty tog iv e ittothe Gov ern m en t
w hich he serv ed.Throug houtthe day he had been m ostactiv e in his en deav ors to
suppress crim e an d torestore order.Un lik e his brother H en ry,w hohad n ev er fired a
shotin his life,orcarrieda m ore form idable w eapon than a ridin g -w hip,the Futtehpore

Judg e arm ed him self,m oun ted his horse,an d w en toutag ain stthe en em y,w ith a few
horse-m en athis back .H e leftsom e rebels dead in the streets,an d carried back w ith
him som e w oun ds upon his person .276 H is coun trym en ,w hen they turn ed their back s

275
M r.S herertoM r.Chester,June19,1857.MS.

276
M r.Clive Bayley,in hisAllahabad report,says: "It isim possible not to adm ire,how everm uch it m ight be

regretted,the heroicdevotion ofthe late M r.T ucker;norisitm uch am atterofw onderthathisconductand his
personalprow ess(M r.T uckerw as,Ibelieve,m ore titan once w ounded early in the day)actually succeeded in
preserving,forafew hourslonger,sonicshow oforder."
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on Futtehpore,lefthim in the Cutcherry,still hopin g ag ain sthope thathe m ig htw eather

the storm ;an dbeliev in g that,if thisby God'sP rov iden ce w ere den iedtohim ,itw as his
duty alik e toGodan dM an todie athispost.

The issue w as soon determ in ed.W hatfollow edthe departure of his coun trym en is but
obscurely k n ow n .O f the on e paten t,m iserable fact,thatRobertTuck erw ask illed,there
w as n ev er a m om en t's doubt. The story ran thatatthe head of the M ahom edan
con spiracy,or if n otatits v ery heart,w as a w ell-k n ow n N ativ e fun ction ary— D eputy-
M ag istrate by office— H ik m ut-oollah by n am e.H e hadreceiv edg reatben efits from M r.
Tuck er, w ho had full faith in the m an ; an d for som e tim e itw as believ ed that
M ussulm an treachery an d in g ratitude had culm in ated in the crow n in g crim e of this
m an 's life. "P oor Tuck er," w rote M r. S herer, the M ag istrate of Futtehpore, to

Com m ission erChester,"w asshotby H ik m ut-oollah'sorders,he him self readin g outthe
Koran w hilstthe g un sw ere fired.A N ativ e Christian ,Joseph M an uel,a serv an tof m in e,
w aspresen tw hen thistook place."B utm an y still doubt,if they don otw holly discredit,
m uch thathas been said of H ik m ut-oollah Khan .H e m ig hthav e sav ed his ben efactor,
butdid n ot.P erhaps he w en tw ith the stream ,n othav in g courag e to oppose it.The
crim e m ay hav e been butn eg ativ e.B utH istory does n otdoubtthatthe Futtehpore
Judg e soldhislife dearly on the roof of the Cutcherry. Resolutely an dfiercely he stoodat

bay, loadin g an d firin g , loadin g an d firin g , un til he had shotdow n m an y of his
assailan ts.Itis saidthathe w as n otov ercom e atlastun til the in surg en ts hadfiredthe
Cutcherry. A n d so the quietChristian Judg e,so m eek an d m erciful in tim e of peace,

g iv in g un toCaesarthe thin g s thatw ere Caesar's,rose in the hourof w artothe n oblest
heig htsof heroicdarin g ,an ddiedforthe Gov ern m en tthathe hadserv ed.

There w ere som e, how ev er, ev en in thatg uilty city, w ho v iew ed w ith horror an d
in dig n ation the m urderof the g oodJudg e.A n das the ruffian s w ere return in g from the
Cutcherry, rejoicin g in their cruel w ork ,tw o H in doos m etthem ,an d open ly rev iled

them forslayin g sojustan drig hteous a m an .H adhe n otalw ays been the frien dof the
poor? B utthe m urderers w ere in n o m ood to be rebuk ed.Furious before,they w ere
in furiatedtoa still hig herpitch by these reproaches.S othey fell upon the w itn essesan d
slew them .

In H av elock 's cam p there w as atthis tim e on e of the civ il officers w ho had escaped,

m ore than a m on th before,from Futtehpore.M r.S herer,the M ag istrate after m an y
adv en tures,had m ade his w ay to A llahabad,an d had then ce m arched upw ards w ith
the av en g in g arm y.277 For fiv e w eek s an archy an d con fusion had reig n ed throug hout
the district.The authority of the N an a S ahib had been n om in ally recog n ized,butin
truth there w as scarcely an y sem blan ce of Gov ern m en t. Ev ery m an stood up for
him self,tak in g an dk eepin g w hathe could.A lon g the lin e of H av elock 's m arch,S herer

277
M r.W illockhad gone on,ascivilofficer,w ith R enaud'sdetachm ent.He had been very active duringthe crisis

atAllahabad,andboththenandafterw ardshadprovedhim self,inconflictw iththeenem y,tobeagallantsoldier.
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observ ed the sig n ifican tsym bols of a w idespread desolation — tellin g afterw ards the
story of w hathe saw in on e of the bestof those adm irable official n arrativ es throug h
w hich m an y of ourforem ostciv ilian s hav e don e som uch forhistorical truth."M an y of
the v illag es,"he w rote,"hadbeen burn tby the w ayside,an dhum an bein g s there w ere

n on e tobe seen ....The sw am ps on eitherside of the road;the black en edruin s of huts,
n ow furtherdefacedby w eather— stain san dm ould;the utterabsen ce of all soun dthat
couldin dicate the presen ce of hum an life,orthe em ploym en tof hum an in dustry,such
soun ds bein g usurped by the croak in g of frog s,the shrill pipe of the cicala,an d the
un der-hum of the thousan d w in g ed in sects en g en dered by the dam p an d heat;the
offen siv e sm ell of the neem-trees;the occasion al tain tin the airfrom suspen dedbodies,

upon w hich,before our v ery eyes,the loathsom e pig of the coun try w as en g ag ed in
feastin g ;— all these thin g s appealin g toour differen tsen ses,com bin ed tocall up such

im ag es of desolation ,an dblack n ess,an dw oe,as few ,Ishouldthin k ,w how ere presen t
w ouldev erforg et."278 A n darose w hen itw as afterw ards k n ow n thathe w as deadw as
n otcon fin edtohis oldcom rades of the CoastA rm y.H e hadalready earn edan In dian
reputation .

The day's w ork w as n otthen ov er.A few m iles beyon dthe v illag e of A on g w as a riv er
tobe crossed,k n ow n as the P an doo-n uddee.Itw as buta stream -letin com parison w ith

the Gan g es,in tow hich itflow ed.B utthe July rain shadalready ren dereditsw ollen an d
turbid;an d if the bridg e by w hich itw as crossed had been destroyed by the en em y,
H av elock 's prog ress w ould hav e been m ostdisastrously retarded.S o,w hen his scouts
toldhim thatthe en em y w ere rallyin g ,an dw ere abouttoblow upthe bridg e,he roused
his m en , exhausted as they w ere, an d called upon them for a n ew effort. N obly
respon din g to the call,they pushed forw ard w ith un expected rapidity.Itw as a tw o
hours m arch tothe bridg e.head un der a fierce sun ;butour w eary people carried the
en erg ies of v ictory w ith them to the ban k s of the P an doon uddee. The en em y,

stren g then ed by rein forcem en ts w hich had com e in fresh from Caw n pore,un der B ala
Rao,the brotherof the N an a,w ere en tren chedon the otherside w ith heav y g un s,w hich
rak ed the bridg e.B utM aude's battery w as soon broug htin to action ;an d a fav orable
ben d of the riv er en ablin g him so to plan this g un s as to tak e the en em y in flan k ,he
pouredsuch a stream of S hrapn el in tothem thatthey w ere bew ilderedan dparalyzed,
an d,som e say,brok e their spon g e-staffs in despair.They had un derm in ed the bridg e-
head,an dhadhopedtoblow the w hole structure in tothe airbefore the En g lish could

278
T heothersideofthepictureshould,infairness,alsobegiven.Inthefollow ingw eseesom eofthephenom ena

ofthe great revolt against civilization w hich preceded the retribution w hose m anifestationsare described in the
text:"Day by day," saysaw riterin the CalcuttaR eview ,"asw e m arched along,w e had am ple evidence ofthe
certainty w ith w hich the Asiatichad determ ined to earusoutofthe land,rootand branch;the untiringm alignity
w hich had,notcontentw ith m urderand m utilation,burned ourbungalow sand desecrated ourchurchesonly as
an Asiatic can desecrate,w e had w itnessed,but w e scarcely expected w hat w e saw in passing along the road.
T herew assatisfactory evidence thatthegeniusoftherevoltw astodestroy everythingthatcould possibly rem ind
one ofEngland oritscivilization.T he telegraph w iresw ere cut up,strew ing the ground,and in som e instances
carried off,the telegraph postsw ere dug out,the bungalow sburnt,and the poorunoffending m ilestones,so
usefuleventothem selves,butstillEnglish,w eredefaced,and inm any instancesdestroyed."
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cross the riv er.B utthere w as n ota cool headora steady han dam on g them todothis
w ork ,A n d the Fusiliers,un der M ajor S tephen son ,w ith an expression on their stern
faces n ottobe m isun derstood,sw eptacross the bridg e,an dputan en dtoall fearof its
destruction .Then the restof H av elock 's force accom plished the passag e of the riv er,

an dpushedon w ith theirfaces tow ards Caw n pore,w eary an dexhaustedin body,but
sustain edby the thoug htof the com in g retribution .

They did n otthen k n ow the w orst. The crow n in g horror of the g reattrag edy of
Caw n pore w as yettocom e.O n the aftern oon of that15th of July,D oon dooP un t,N an a
S ahib,learn tthatH av elock 's arm y had crossed the P un doo-n uddee,an d w as in full
m arch upon his capital.The m essen g er w ho broug htthe ev il tidin g s w as B ala Rao
him self,w ith a w oun d in his shoulder,as proof thathe had don e his best.Itm ig htbe
thatthere w asa com in g en dtothe short-liv edtrium phsof the n ew Peishwah.W hatn ow

w as to be don e? The chief adv isers of the N an a S ahib w ere div ided in opin ion .They
m ig htm ak e a stan datB ithoor,orform a jun ction w ith the rebel force atFuttehg urh,or
g o outto m eetthe en em y on the road to Caw n pore. The lastcourse, after m uch
con fuseddiscussion ,w as adopted,an darran g em en ts w ere m ade todispute H av elock 's
adv an ce.The issue w as v ery doubtful;but,as already said,the m ig hty con querors of
Caw n pore hadon e m ore v ictory tog ain .They couldslaug hterthe En g lish prison ers.S o,

w hether itw ere in rag e,or in fear,or in the w an ton n ess of bestial cruelty;w hether it
w ere believ edthatthe En g lish w ere adv an cin g on ly torescue the prison ers,an dw ould
turn back on hearin g thatthey w ere dead;w hetheritw ere thoug htthatas n otales can
be told by the dead, the total an n ihilation of the captiv es w ould prev en t the
iden tification of the arch-offen ders on the day of retribution ;w hether the foul desig n
had its birth in the depths of the N an a's black heart,or w as prom pted by on e still
black er,the orderw en tforth forthe m assacre of the w om en an dchildren in the Beebee-
ghur.The m iserable herd of helpless v ictim s huddled tog ether in those n arrow room s

w ere tobe k illed.W hatfollow ed is besttold in the few estan d sim plestw ords.There
w ere four or fiv e m en am on g the captiv es.These w ere broug htforth an d k illedin the
presen ce of the N an a S ahib.Then a party of S epoysw astoldoff,an din structedtoshoot
the w om en an d children throug h the doors an d w in dow s of their prison -house.S om e
soldierly in stin cts seem tohav e surv iv edin the breasts of these m en .The task w as too
hideous for their perform an ce.They fired atthe ceilin g s of the cham bers.The w ork of
death,therefore,proceededslow ly,if atall.S osom e butchersw ere sum m on edfrom the

bazaars— stoutM ussulm an saccustom edtoslaug hter;an dtw oorthree others,H in doos,
from the v illag es or from the N an a's g uard,w ere alsoappoin ted execution ers.279 They

279
S om e obscurity surroundsthisterribleincident,and perhapsitisbetterthatitshould be so.ColonelW illiam s,

to w hose investigationsHistory isso m uch indebted,saysw ith respect to the evidence before him ,that, on
approachingthe lastand m ostterrible scene,allseem instinctively to shrinkfrom confessingany know ledge ofso
foulandbarbarousacrim eastheindiscrim inateslaughterofhelplessw om enandinnocentchildren.Evidencethat
seem sclearand strong from the 15th ofM ay to the 14th ofJuly,suddenly ceaseson the fatalday ofthe 15th of
that m outh." T he m ost reliable testim ony w asthat ofsom e halfcase drum m ersorband-boys.But the principal
w itness,w hose narrative isthem ostdetailed,and seem ingly the m ostauthenticofall(John Fitchett,drum m erof
the S ixth N ative Infantry),w ho stated that he had been aprisonerw ith ourpeople,w asclearly convicted ofa
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w en tin ,w ith sw ords orlon g k n iv es,am on g the w om en an dchildren ,as am on g a flock
of sheep,an dw ith n om ore com pun ction ,slashedthem todeath w ith the sharpsteel.

A n dthere the bodieslay,som e on ly half-dead,all throug h the n ig ht.Itw assig n ifican tly

related thatthe shriek s ceased,butn otthe g roan s.N extm orn in g the dead an d the
dyin g w ere broug htout,g hastly w ith their still g apin g w oun ds,an d throw n in to an
adjacen tw ell.S om e of the children w ere aliv e,alm ostun hurt;sav ed,doubtless,by their
low stature, am idstthe closely-pack ed m asses of hum an flesh throug h w hich the
butchers had draw n their blades; an d n ow they w ere run n in g about, scared an d
w on der-struck ,beside the w ell.Totoss these in fan tile en em ies,aliv e or dead,in tothe
im prov isedcem etery,already n early chok ed-full,w asa sm all m atterthatcon cern edbut
little those w hodidthe N an a's biddin g .B utbeyon dthis w holesale k illin g an dburyin g ,

w hich sick en edthe w hole Christian w orld,an d roused En g lish m an hoodin In dia toa
pitch of n ation al hatred thattook years to allay, the atrocity w as n otpushed. The
refin em en ts of cruelty — the un utterable sham e— w ith w hich,in som e of the chron icles
of the day, this hideous m assacre w as atten ded, w ere butfiction s of an excited
im ag in ation ,tooreadily believ edw ithoutin quiry an dcirculatedw ithoutthoug ht.N on e
w ere m utilated— n on e w ere dishon ored.There w as n othin g n eeded to ag g rav ate the
n ak ed horror of the factthatsom e tw o hun dred Christian w om en an d children w ere

hack edtodeath in the course of a few hours.280

Then ,this feataccom plished,the N an a S ahib an dhis allies preparedtom ak e theirlast
stan d for the defen ce of Caw n pore an d the Peishwahship.O n the m orn in g of the 16th,

D oon doo P un tw en touthim self w ith som e fiv e thousan d m en — H orse, Foot, an d
A rtillery— to dispute H av elock 's adv an ce. The position — som e little distan ce to the
south of Caw n pore— w hich he took up w as w ell selected;an d all throug h thatJuly
m orn in g his lieuten an ts w ere disposin g their troops an d plan tin g their g un s.

M ean w hile,H av elock an dhis m en ,un con scious of the g reattrag edy that,a few hours

directfalsehood in thisrespect;and itisonly w here hisevidence w assupported by othersthatitisto be entirely
trusted.It should be stated here that the m ale prisoners,shot to death on the 15th ofJuly,w ere three ofthe
principalfugitivesfrom Futtehgurh,and tw om em bersofthe Greenaw ay fam ily.T he S epoy-Guardsat the Beebee-
ghur,w ho refused to slaughterthe w om en and children,belonged to the S ixth R egim ent from Allahabad.T he
N anaisstated tohavebeensoincensedby theirconductthathethreatenedtoblow them from guns.

280
T hisisstated,in the m ost un-qualified m anner,by the officialfunctionaries,w ho m ade the m ost diligent

inquiriesintoallthecircum stancesofthem assacresofJuneand July.M r.S hererand M r.T hornhill,intheirofficial
reports,speak m ost distinctly in denialofthe assertion that ourw om en had been m utilated and dishonored.
ColonelW illiam s,than w hom there can be no betterauthority,saysthatthe m ostsearchingand earnestinquiries
totally disprove the unfounded assertion,w hich w asat first so frequently m ade and so currently believed,that
personalindignity and dishonorhad been offered to ourpoorsuffering country w om en.T o thisitm ay be added,
thatsom eoftheadm inistratorsoftheM utiny R eliefFundinEnglandtookgreatpainstoinvestigatecertainalleged
casesofm utilation,said to have been brought overfrom India,but failed to trackdow n asingle one.T he m ost
authenticcase ofm utilation w ith w hichIam acquainted isone thatcom estom e from Ireland,w hilstIam w riting
thischapter.S om e w ild Irishm en w entinto the house ofaM r.Connor,and,taking him foranotherm an,against
w hom they hadgrudge,deliberately cutoffhisnose.
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before,had been acted outto its close,w ere pushin g on ,un der a burn in g sun ,the
fiercestthathadyetshon e upon theirm arch.Exhaustedas he w as by the m idday heats
the En g lish soldier toiled on ,sustain ed by the thoug htthathe m ig htstill rescue from
destruction the tw ohun dredw om en an dchildren heldin foul duran ce by the N an a.To

fain torfail atsuch a tim e w ouldhav e been ,he thoug ht,cow ardice an dcrim e.S ow eary
an dfoot-sore,dizzy ben eath the v ertical raysof the m eridian sun ,an doften torturedby
parchin g thirst,he ploddedalon g the bak edroadan dpan tedforthe com in g en coun ter.

The hourof n oon hadpassedbefore the En g lish Gen eral learn tthe true position of the
en em y. It w as plain that there w as som e m ilitary sk ill in the rebel cam ps in
w hosesoev erbrain itm ig htreside;forthe troops of the N an a S ahib w ere disposedin a
m an n er w hich taxed all the pow er of the B ritish Com m an der,w hohad been studyin g

the artof w ar all his life.To H av elock 's colum n adv an cin g alon g the g reathig h road
from A llahabad— tothe poin tw here itdiv erg es in totw obroad thoroug hfares,on the
rig htto the Caw n pore can ton m en tan d on the left,the "g reattrun k ," to D elhi— the
S epoy forces presen ted a form idable fron t.Itw as draw n up in the form of an arc,
bisectin g these tw oroads.Itsleft,alm ostrestin g upon the Gan g es,hadthe adv an tag e of
som e slopin g g roun d, on w hich heav y g un s w ere posted; w hilst its rig ht w as
stren g then ed by a w alled v illag e w ith a g reatg rov e of m an g o-trees,w hich afforded

excellen tshelter to the rebels.H ere also heav y g un s w ere posted.A n d on both sides
w ere larg e m asses of In fan try,w ith the S econ d Cav alry in the rear,tow ards the left
cen tre,for itw as thoug htthatH av elock w ould adv an ce alon g the GreatTrun k Road.
W hen all thisw asdiscern ed,itw asplain thattoadv an ce upon the en em y's fron tw ould
be tocourta g reatcarn ag e of the troops,upon the care of w hich som uch depen ded.
H av elock 's form er v ictories had been g ain ed m ain ly by the far-reachin g pow er of the
En fieldRifles an dthe un errin g precision of M aude's g un s.B utn ow he hadtosum m on
to his aid those lesson s of w arfare— both its rules an d its exception s— w hich he had

been learn in g from his youth upw ards;an d they did n otfail him in the hour of his
n eed. H e rem em bered "old Frederick at L euthen ," an d debouchin g to the rig ht,
adv an ced in open colum n ag ain stthe en em y's leftflan k . The m ov em en thad its
disadv an tag es,an dhadhe been the paper-pedan t,w hich som e thoug hthim ,he m ig ht
n othav e resorted to such a m an euv er. B utits success prov ed the efficacy of the
exception .H e hadfully explain edthe in ten dedm ov em en ttohiscom m an ders.S tan din g
in the m idstof them ,he hadtracedin the dust,w ith the poin tof his scabbard,the plan

of operation s,an dhadcon v in cedhim self thatthey thoroug hly un derstoodit.Then the
order w as g iv en for the adv an ce;an d prim ed w ith g ood libation s of m altliquor,they
m ov ed forw ard in colum n of subdiv ision s,the Fusiliers in fron t,alon g the hig h road,
un til they reachedthe poin tof div erg en ce.Then the V olun teerCav alry w ere orderedto
m ov e rig hton ,soas toen g ag e the atten tion of the en em y an dsim ulate the adv an ce of
the en tire force,w hilstthe In fan try an dthe g un s,fav oredby the w ell-w oodedcoun try,
m ov edoff un seen tothe rig ht.The fein tsucceededadm irably atfirst.The Cav alry drew
upon them selv es the en em y's fire. B utpresen tly an open space betw een the trees

rev ealed H av elock 's desig n s, an d the N an a's g un s open ed upon our adv an cin g
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colum n s,rak in g the H ig hlan ders an d S ixty-fourth,n otw ithoutdisastrous effect.B ut
n othin g shook the steadin ess of the adv an ce.Thathardestlesson of all to the B ritish
soldier,toreserv e his fire,hadbeen learn ttoperfection by these brav e fellow s.The last
sub.div ision hav in g em erg edfrom the w ood,they w ere rapidly w heeledin tolin e,an d,

to the con stern ation of the en em y, m ov ed forw ard w ith a resolute fron t an d
discon certedthe arran g em en ts on w hich the N an a hadpridedhim self som uch an dso
con fiden tly relied.B utthe n ativ e leg ion s hadstron g faith in the efficacy of theirg un s,
w hich outm atched our ow n in n um ber an d in w eig htof m etal.A tthattim e w e could
n otm ak e fittin g respon se,forM aude's battery w as strug g lin g throug h ploug hedfields,
an dhis draft-cattle w ere sin k in g exhaustedby the w ay;an dev en w hen they cam e up,
these lig htfield-pieces,w ork ed as w ell as g un s w ere ev er w ork ed,could butm ak e
slig htim pression on the heav y ordn an ce from the Caw n pore m ag azin e.

Fora little space,therefore,the S epoys exultedin the prepon deran ce of theirA rtillery-
fire,an d betw een the boom in g s of the g un s w ere heard the joyous soun ds of m ilitary
ban ds,strik in g up ourstirrin g n ation al tun es,as taug htby E n g lish ban d-m asters,an d,
as thoug h in m ock ery,selectin g those w ith the g reatestdepth of En g lish sen tim en tin
them .Itw as a dire m istak e.A s he caug htthe fam iliarsoun ds of "Cheer,boys,cheers!"
the face of the B ritish soldier settled dow n in tothatstern ,com pressed look ,w hen the

rig idjaw tells how the teeth are clen chedan dthe m uscles strun g ,an dthe heartis hard
asa ston e.The battle n ow w astobe w on by the pluck of the En g lish In fan try.Itw asn ot
a n um ber of "m ere m achin es" that H av elock w as urg in g forw ard, but so m an y
in div idual m en w ith g reathearts in their bosom s,ev ery on e feelin g as if he had a
person al w ron g to redress.The aw ful w ork of charg in g heav y g un s,w ell serv ed by
experien cedg un n ers,w as n ow tobe com m en ced;an dthe H ig hlan ders,ledby Colon el
H am ilton ,took the postof hon or,an dw ere the firsttocharg e.The shrill soun ds of the
pibroch from the bag pipesin the rearseem edtosen dthem all forw ardasw ith the force

of a catapult.The rush of the k iltedsoldiers,w ith theirfixedbayon ets,cheerin g as they
w en t,w asw hatn oS epoy force couldw ithstan d.S tron g ly postedasthe g un sw ere in a
w alledv illag e,v illag e an dg un sw ere soon carried,an dthere w asan en dtothe stren g th
of the en em y'sleft.

The S epoy troops fled in con fusion — som e alon g the Caw n pore road,others tow ards
the cen tre of their position ,w here a heav y how itzer w as posted,behin d w hich for a

w hile they rallied.There w as m ore w ork than for the B ritish In fan try.A few m in utes
aftertheirfirstg ran drush they hadg atheredbreath,an dfallen ag ain in toorderly array.
Then H av elock challen g edthem a secon dtim e w ith a few of those spirit-stirrin g w ords
w hich,from the lips of a trustedg en eral,are as stron g drin k tothe w eary soldier,an d
ev ery m an feltin v ig orated, an d equal to an y w ork before him . The H ig hlan ders
respon ded w ith a cheer,an d,follow ed by the S ixty-fourth,flun g them selv es on the
tren chan t how itzer an d the v illag e w hich en closed it, an d ag ain the burst w as
irresistible.The g un w as captured,an d the v illag e w as cleared.For,justatthis critical

m om en t,the little body of V olun teer Cav alry,com posed m ain ly of E n g lish officers,
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appeared upon the scen e,flushed w ith a n oble en thusiasm ,resolute an d daun tless,
determ in ed to show w ith their flashin g sabres w hatthey could do ag ain stan y odds.
N ev er w as there a m ore heroic charg e. Itw as the charg e of butEig hteen . Captain
B arrow led it.A n d am on g those w how en tin toaction w as Captain B eatson ,w hohad

been struck dow n by cholera,an dw how as pow erless tosithis horse;but,dyin g as he
w as, he could n otcon sen tto lose his chan ce of tak in g his partin the g reatactof
retribution .S o he placed him self upon a tum brel an d w as carried in to action ,an d as
dear life w as passin g aw ay from him ,his failin g heartpulsed w ith g reatthrobs of
v ictory. The sabres of the Eig hteen w ere less brig ht an d sharp after they had
en coun teredthe en em y.W hen they drew rein ,dim in ishedin n um bers— forhorses an d
riders had been shotdow n — the Footm en of the B ritish A rm y saluted them w ith a
rin g in g cheer; an d the Gen eral ag ain an d ag ain cried, "W ell don e! I am proud to

com m an dyou!"Itw as this body of "Gen tlem en V olun teers,"in tow hich the "B ayardof
the In dian A rm y"— Jam es O utram — feltit, a m on th afterw ards, a hig h priv ileg e to
en list,w hen he m ig hthav e com m an dedthe w hole of the force.

W hilstthe Cav alry w ere thus cov erin g them selv es w ith g lory,the In fan try sw epton to
the en em y's rig ht, w here tw o m ore g un s w ere posted, an d carried them w ith the
irresistible ardor thattak es n o den ial.B utthe en em y,hav in g foun d fresh shelter in a

w oodedv illag e,ralliedw ith som e show of v ig or,an dpoureda heav y fire in toourlin e.
W eary an dexhaustedas ourpeople w ere,they hadlostn on e of the g ran den thusiasm ,
w hich m ade ev ery m an a g ian t;an d w hen the calm clear v oice of the Gen eral w as
heard,in quirin g w how ould tak e thatv illag e,the H ig hlan ders boun dedforw ard,as if
they had n ew ly com e in to action , an d the restrespon ded w ith lik e alacrity to the
appeal.A g ain the S epoy hostw ere sw eptoutof their cov er,an d seem ed tobe in full
retreatupon Caw n pore,as thoug h the day w ere quite lost.B utthere w as yeton e m ore
stan d to be m ade.A s g un after g un w as captured by the rush of our In fan try,still it

seem edev erthatm ore g un s w ere in reserv e,far-reachin g an dw ell-serv ed,todeal out
death in ourran k s.B affledan dbeaten as he w as,the N an a S ahib w as resolute tom ak e
on e m ore stan d.H e hada tw en ty-fourpoun deran dtw osm allerg un s P lan tedupon the
road to the Caw n pore can ton m en t,from w hich fresh troops had com e pourin g in to
g iv e n ew stren g th tothe defen ce.Itw as the v ery crisis of the Peishwah's fate.Con scious

of this,he threw all his in div idual en erg ies in to the w ork before him ,an d tried w hat
person al en courag em en tcould do stim ulate his troops. A n d he flashed his g audy

presen ce on hispeople in a lastcon v ulsion of courag e an da lasteffortof resistan ce.

Forthere w asatthism om en ta pause in ouron w ardoperation s.The g reattidal w av e of
B ritish con questseem ed for a m om en tto be recedin g .O ur g un -bullock s w ere utterly
exhaustedby the day'sw ork ,an dcouldn otbrin g ourartillery tothe fron t.O urIn fan try
soldiers,n otless physically exhausted.thoug h w on derfully sustain ed by the stron g
hum an ity w ithin them ,w ere lyin g dow n ,partly torest,partly toescape the tearin g fire
of the en em y.A s they lay on the g roun d,they heard exultan tn oises in the en em y's

cam p.The clan g in g of the cym bals,the shrill blasts of the bug les,an d the roll of the
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drum s heard betw een the in terv als of the artillery fire,told thatthere w as un w on ted
excitem en tin the S epoy ran k s.Itsoun dedlik e a boastan da m en ace;an ditfilledw ith
fresh fury the breasts of our w eary troops.S ig hts follow ed soun ds rapidly.There w as
the bustle of a hostile adv an ce.The In fan try w ere m ov in g forw ard.The Cav alry w ere

spreadin g them selv es outas thoug h to sw oop dow n upon our little body of fig htin g
m en an dtoen com pass them w ith sw iftdestruction ,w hilstthe g un s con tin uedtopour
forth their roun d shotin an alm ostun in term itten tstream . To the quick eye of the
Gen eral itthen appearedthatthere w as n ota m om en ttobe lost.S ohe calledupon his
m en to rise;an d they leaped aton ce to their feet,stirred alm ostto m adn ess by the
taun ts of the en em y.O n e m ore rush,an dthe v ictory,lik e those w hich hadg on e before,
w ouldbe com plete.

Then H av elock 's eyes w ere g ladden ed by a sig htw hich seem ed to be a g lorious
respon se toall the dream sof hisyouth an dall the prayersof hism an hood.The In fan try
preparedtoadv an ce rig htupon the death-dealin g battery of the en em y,the S ixty-fourth
Foot,led by M ajor S terlin g ,in fron t.A tthis m om en tthe Gen eral's aide-de-camp— "the

boy H arry"— w heeled his horse roun d tothe cen tre of the leadin g reg im en t,an d rode
straig htupon the m uzzle of the tw en ty-fourpoun der,w hose roun dshothadn ow been
supplan tedby g rape,w hich w asm ak in g deadly g apsin ouradv an cin g colum n .Itw asa

m om en t of rapture to the w hite-haired v eteran , com pen satin g him for all
disappoin tm en ts an d delays, for all un just supersession 's, for all profession al
discourag em en t,w hen he saw thatlastbattery carriedan dk n ew thathis son w as safe.
The w ork w as w ell n ig h don e,w hen fourg un s of M aude's battery cam e uptocom plete
it.A terrificfire w as open edupon the beaten en em y,w how ere soon in con fusedflig ht;
an d,aftersuch a day's fig htin g as m ig hthav e triedtothe utm ostthe pow ers of the best
troops in the bestof clim ates,they biv ouack ed atn ig htfall tw om iles from Caw n pore,
ev ery m an toow eary ton eed a pillow an d toothirsty n ottorelish ev en a draug htof

dirty w ater.

They w ere then tw om iles from the can ton m en t,an dn extm orn in g they m archedon to
occupy it.B utere they w ere un der arm s a dreadful story ran lik e a shudder alon g the
lin e.They w ere too late to sav e:they had com e on ly to av en g e.H av elock 's spies had
broug htin w ordthatthe captiv e w om en an dchildren ,w hom they hadhopedtorescue,
had passed beyon d the reach of hum an aid.The m orn in g 's n ew s clouded the joy of

yesterday's v ictory;an dourm en w en ton w ith heav y hearts tothe scen e of ourrecen t
n ation al sorrow s.The en em y hadev acuatedthe place,leav in g behin dthem on ly a body
of horse toan n oun ce the ex odus of the rebel force by blow in g up the g reatm ag azin e,
the resources of w hich had con stituted their stren g th,an d g iv en them six w eek s of
v ictory.A s our adv an ced g uard n eared the Caw n pore can ton m en t,there w as seen to
rise from the earth an im m en se balloon -shapedcloud,an dpresen tly w ashearda terrific
explosion ,w hich seem ed to ren d the g roun d ben eath on e's feetw ith the force of a
g ig an ticearthquak e.There w as n om istak in g such a proclam ation ;an das on e m an said

toan other,"There g oesthe m ag azin e!"m an y,doubtless,thoug hthow differen titw ould
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hav e been if this exploithadn otbeen lefttooursuccessors.B y this on e fatal om ission
all hadbeen losttousatCaw n pore.

B utn ow the En g lish flag w as ag ain hoisted,an dH av elock ,profoun dly than k ful tothe

A lm ig hty disposer of ev en ts,w ho had g iv en him the v ictory,putforth an eloquen t,
spirit-stirrin g "O rder,"in w hich the justn eedof hearty com m en dation w as g iv en tothe
troops w hich hadw on his battles forhim ."S oldiers,"he said,"yourGen eral is satisfied,
an dm ore than satisfied,w ith you.H e has n ev erseen steadierorm ore dev otedtroops.
B etw een the 7th an d the 16th you hav e, un der the In dian sun of July, m arched a
hun dredan dtw en ty-six m ilesan dfoug htfouraction s."S uch troopsan dsuch a Gen eral
w ere w orthy of each other.N otroops foug htbetterthroug houtthe w ar,an dn on e w ere
ev er better com m an ded. The lasten g ag em en t, k n ow n as the B attle of Caw n pore,

stam ped H av elock 's character as a m ilitary com m an der.The battle,as he w rote,"w as
w on by God's blessin g ,non vi sed arte." Itw as on e of those trium phs of m in d ov er

m atter,"by w hich m an con quers m an ."W e had ev erythin g ag ain stus.N um bers som e
fiv e tim es told;a far g reater stren g th of artillery;a com m an din g position ,w ith stron g
n atural defen ses— all fav ored the en em y;w hilsta clim ate m ore deadly to the exotic
soldierthan g rape an d can ister,an d heav y,brok en g roun d,ov er w hich our exhausted
cattle could n otdrag their g un s,so as to brin g them in to action w hen m ostw an ted,

fearfully dim in ished the fig htin g pow ers of our scan ty force.H ad H av elock ,after the
fashion of som e rash an d in experien ced com m an ders,attem pted tocarry the en em y's
position in fron t,he w ould probably hav e losthalf his m en ;butthe dexterous flan k
m ov em en t,w hich sodiscon certed the plan s of the N an a S ahib,sav ed our ow n people
from the w holesale carn ag e w hich w ouldotherw ise hav e descen dedupon them .There
w as n ota life w asted.The in dom itable pluck of the B ritish In fan try w as husban dedto
the bestpurpose,an d ev ery m an feltthatcon fiden ce in his leader w hich m ak es each
soldierw orth a file.

B utH av elock had on ly m ade a beg in n in g ,an d he did w ell in rem in din g his follow ers
thattheir w ork w as on ly beg un .Caw n pore w as butthe firststag e of the career of
v ictory w hich lay before them ."Your com rades atL uck n ow ," said the Gen eral in his
order of than k s,"are in peril.A g ra is besieg ed;D elhi is still the focus of m utin y an d
rebellion .You m ustm ak e g reatsacrifices if you w ouldobtain g reatresults.Three cities
hav e tobe sav ed,tw ostron g places tobe disblock aded.YourGen eral is con fiden tthat

he can accom plish all these thin g s,an d restore this partof In dia totran quility,if you
on ly secon dhim w ith yourefforts,an dif yourdisciplin e isequal toyourv elour."

Itm ig htbe thoug htthatthese "ifs"w ere n otn eeded;thatthe En g lish soldiers w hohad
follow ed H av elock from A llahabad toCaw n pore,an d had already son obly secon ded
his efforts,hadplacedthem selv es beyon dthe reach of all such doubts an dsuspicion s.
B utthe Gen eral w as a practiced w riter of dispatches an d g en eral orders;for years he
had been doin g for others w hathe w as n ow doin g for him self.Few m en k n ew better

the use of w ords orw asless lik ely tom ak e a slipin an y publicm an ifesto.There w as,in
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truth,n oin g ratitude an dn oin adv erten ce in thislan g uag e of m isg iv in g .There w ason ly
too m uch justice,an d too deep a m ean in g in it.For,scarcely had the Force reached
Caw n pore, w hen itw as seen thatthe dem oralization of drun k en n ess w as upon it.
"W hilstI w as w in n in g a v ictory," said H av elock ,"on the sixteen th,som e of m y m en

w ere plun derin g the Com m issariaton the lin e of m arch."A n don ce w ithin reach of the
streets an d bazaars of Caw n pore,stron g drin k of all k in ds,the plun der chiefly of our
European shops an d houses,w as tobe had in abun dan ce by all w how ere pleased to
tak e it.A n d thatthey did tak e itw as n otsurprisin g .Ev en "H av elock 's sain ts,"if there
hadbeen a rebirth of them ,w ouldhav e been sorely tem ptedan dtriedby this upw ard
m arch,by the heat,the hun g er,the thirst,the fatig ue ;by the excitem en tof con stan t
battle,by the thoug htof the in tolerable w ron g thathad been in flicted on our people,
an dby the burden of the retribution w hich they carriedw ith them .They hadseen death

in m an y shapes ;an dn ow they hadbroug htin forburial the bodies of theircom rades
slain in the battle or strick en dow n by the pestilen ce.These ev il in fluen ces— still m ore
ev il in their altern ation s, n ow of excitem en t, n ow of depression — drov e the B ritish
soldiers to the brief solace of stron g drin k ; an d such a state of thin g s arose that
H av elock n ow didw hatN eill hadbefore don e atA llahabad— he "orderedall the beer,
w in e, spirits, an d ev ery drin k able thin g at Caw n pore, to be purchased by the
Com m issariat." "If ithad rem ain ed," he said, reportin g w hathe had don e to the

Com m an der-in -Chief, "itw ould hav e required half m y force to k eep itfrom bein g
drun k upby the otherhalf,an dIshouldn othav e hada soldierin cam p."
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CHAPTER IV.

HAVELOCK AT CAWNPORE - STATE OF THE SOLDIERY -
DISCOURAGING CIRCUMSTANCES - PLIGHT OF THE NANA -

DESTRUCTION OF THE BITHOOR PALACE - ARRIVAL OF NEILL -
HIS PUNISHMENT OF CRIMINALS - FIRST MOVEMENT TOWARDS

LUCKNOW - GENERAL ASPECTS OF THE REBELLION.

TH E E n g lish soldier is n ev er a m odel of forbearan ce.W hen the blood is up an d the
drin k is dow n he is v ery terrible toall w hocom e across his path.Ev en in fairfig htw ith
a Christian en em y,there are tim es an dseason s w hen the in stin cts of a brutal n ature are
stron g er than the con scien ce an d the reason of the m an .The hon orable resistan ce of
brav e m en ,fig htin g for their hearths an d altars,has often roused the passion s of our
soldiery tosuch a heig htthatthey hav e sparedn eithersex n orag e,yieldedton opity,
an dabstain edfrom n ocrim e.B utn ev er,sin ce En g lan dhada stan din g arm y,hav e such
prov ocation s assailed our fig htin g -m en as those w hich harden ed the hearts of

H av elock 's battalion s on their m arch to Caw n pore. The rag e w ithin them w as n ot
w holly an un rig hteous rag e,for atthe bottom of itw as an in fin ite com passion for the
w om en an dchildren w hohadbeen sofoully w ron g ed,an da justhatredan dhorrorof
the crim e of the w ron g -doers;an dthey didw ell tobe an g ry.The Trag edy of Caw n pore
excitedan in ten se n ation al hatredin the breasts of En g lishm en in distan tcoun tries an d
aftera lon g lapse of tim e;buthere oursoldiers w ere on the v ery scen e of the butchery,
the butchersw ere still red-han ded,an dthe ev iden cesof the slaug hterw ere still fresh—

v isible tothe eye,cleartothe un derstan din g ,w ith a horrible sug g estiv en ess ev en tothe
m ostobtuse.O ur people w en tto the En tren chm en ts,an d there they w on dered an d
adm ired.They w en ttothe Beebee-ghur,an dthere they shudderedan dw ept.Tothin k of

som uch con sum m ate brav ery an dof the en dof it,w as en oug h tom adden ev en sober-
m in dedm en ,an dtostim ulate them toactsof fearful retribution .

If,then ,the firstdaysof the re-occupation of Caw n pore hadbeen stain edby excesseson
the partof our soldiery — far g reater than an y w hich are recorded ag ain stthem — it

w ould be the duty of the historian to speak lig htly of their offen ces.N either in the
Can ton m en tn or in the Tow n w as there an y en em y,in the m ilitary sen se of the w ord;
for the on ce boastful arm y of the N an a w as brok en an d dispersed,an d n on e clearly
k n ew w hitherithadg on e.B utthose w ere daysin w hich w hole racesw ere look edupon
as en em ies, an d w hole cities w ere declared to be g uilty an d blood-stain ed. A n d if
H av elock 's fig htin g m en ,w hilstthe blood w as still w etin the slaug hter-house,had
look ed upon ev ery N ativ e foun d in the n eig hborhood of thataccursed spotas an

adheren tof the N an a,an dstruck atall w ith in discrim in ate retribution ,such sw eepin g
pun ishm en tm ig htn ow be look ed back upon w ith less feelin g of sham e than upon
m uch thatw as don e,before an d after,un der less terrible prov ocation .A s the record
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run s,itdoes n otseem thatthe burden laidupon Caw n pore w as heav y in relation toits
g uilt.281 H eav en k n ow s w hatw asin theirhearts,orw hatm ig hthav e been don e,butfor
the stron g restrain in g han d laid upon them by their Com m an der.Thatthe citizen s
them selv es expected chastisem en t is certain . For w hilst a few , on our arriv al at

Caw n pore,cam e toourcam p w ith propitiatory offerin g s of m ilk an dv eg etables,fruits
an dflow ers,larg e n um bers flock edpan ic-struck outof the tow n tohide them selv es in
the adjacen tv illag es, or to seek safety on the O ude side of the riv er. S om e w ere
propelled by the k n ow ledg e of their g uilt;som e,scared by the tidin g s thathad com e
from below ,fled un der the in stin ctof self-preserv ation .M ean w hile,our people w ere
plun derin g in all direction s,the S ik hs,as ev er,show in g an activ ity of zeal in this their
fav orite pursuit.Itis probable thatm uch of the property then seizedun derw en ton ly a
processof restoration ,an dcam e back tothe n ation atlasttow hich itproperly belon g ed.

B utthis didn othallow itin H av elock 's eyes.H e sethis face steadfastly ag ain stit,an d
issued an order in w hich he said,"The m araudin g in this cam p exceeds the disorders
w hich superv en edon the short-liv edtrium ph of the m iscrean tN an a S ahib.A P rov ost-
M arshal has been appoin ted,w ith special in struction s tohan g up,in theirun iform ,all
B ritish soldiersthatplun der.Thisshall n otbe an idle threat.Com m an din g officershav e
receiv edthe m ostdistin ctw arn in g son the subject."

This w as n otcheerful w ork ,butthere w as otherperhaps still m ore depressin g .The sick
an dw oun dedw ere tobe v isited.Cholera an ddysen tery w ere in Ren audCam p.Tw oof
the fin estsoldiers in the arm lay dyin g — on e strick en in the battle,the other by the
pestilen ce.H um an aidcoulddon othin g forthem .Then there w as g reatdoubtas tothe
position of the en em y.S tron g asitw asin courag e,H av elock 'scolum n w asv ery w eak in
n um bers,an dtidin g s cam e thatthe A rm y of the N an a S ahib w as atB ithoor,m usterin g
fiv e thousan d m usk ets an d sabres,an d forty-fiv e g un s.Itw as probable thatthe place
had been stren g then ed by ev ery possible m ean s w hich the w ealth of m aterial in his

han dscouldsupply,an ditw ascertain thatourlig htartillery couldm ak e n oim pression
on a stron g holdsofortifiedan ddefen ded.Itw as n otstran g e,therefore,that,in the lull
w hich succeeded the re-occupation of Caw n pore,all these discourag em en ts caused a
feelin g of depression alm ostam oun tin g to despon den cy to sin k for a little space in to
H av elock 's m in d.282 B utitpresen tly passedaw ay.For the g ood P rov iden ce w hich had
battledsooften forusw asstill on ourside,an dthe dan g ersw hich he haddreadedw ere
delusion s.

281
M ostexaggerated storiesofthisretributory carnageatCaw nporew ereatonetim eincirculation.Itw asstated

both in Anglo-Indian and in Continentaljournalsthatten thousand ofthe inhabitantshad been tilled.T hisw asa
trem endousassertion,representing ratherw hatm ight have been than w hat w as.S om e w ished that it had been
so,forvengeancesake;others,thattherem ightbeapretextform aligningtheEnglish.

282
"Ashe satatdinnerw ith hisson on the eveningofthe 17th,hism ind appeared,forthe firstand lasttim e,to

be affected w ith gloom y forebodings,asit dw elt upon the possible annihilation ofhisbrave m en in afruitless
attem ptto accom plish w hatw asbeyond theirstrength.Afterrem aininglongin deep thought,hisstrongsense of
duty,and hisconfidence in the justice ofhiscause,restored the buoyancy ofhisspirits,and he exclaim ed,'Ifthe
w orstcom estothew orst,w ecanbutdiew ithoursw ordsinourhands.'"— Marshman's Life of Havelock.
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In truth,he had already accom plished m ore than he had v en tured to hope.H e had
beaten the en em y m ore thoroug hly on the 16th than he k n ew atthe tim e,an dthere w as
n o presen tfear of the N an a brin g in g his brok en battalion s in to the field ag ain stus.

A fter the battle,the baffled M ahratta had tak en flig htto B ithoor,atten ded by a few
S ow ars;an das he rode throug h Caw n pore,his horse fleck edw ith foam ,he m ig hthav e
m etthe publiccriers proclaim in g thatthe Ferin g hees hadbeen w ell n ig h exterm in ated,
an d offerin g rew ards for the heads of the few w how ere still leftupon the face of the
earth.B utthe lie had exploded,an d his on e thoug htatthatm om en tw as escape from
the pursuin g E n g lishm an .A rriv edatB ithoor,he saw clearly thatthe g am e w as up.H is
follow ers w ere fastdesertin g him .M an y,itis said,reproachedhim forhis failure.A ll,
w e m ay be sure, clam ored for pay. H is terror-strick en im ag in ation pictured a v ast

av en g in g A rm y on histrack ;an dthe g reatin stin ctof self-preserv ation prom ptedhim to
g atherupthe w om en of his fam ily,toem bark by n ig hton a boattoascen dthe Gan g es
to Futtehg urh,an d to g iv e outthathe w as preparin g him self for self-im m olation .H e
w as tocon sig n him self tothe sacredw aters of the Gan g es,w hich hadbeen the g rav e of
som an y of hisv ictim s.There w astobe a g iv en sig n al,throug h the dark n essof the early
n ig ht,w hich w as tom ark the m om en tof the ex-Peishwah's suicidal im m ersion .B uthe

had n othoug htof dyin g .The sig n al lig htw as extin g uished,an d a cry arose from the

relig ious m en dican ts w how ere assem bledon the Caw n pore ban k of the riv er,an dw ho
believ edthatthe N an a w as dead.283 B ut,cov eredby the dark n ess,he em erg edupon the
O ude side of the Gan g es,an dhisescape w assafely accom plished.284

M ean w hile,H av elock ,thin k in g thata stron g force of the en em y w ould probably soon
m arch dow n upon his position ,had m ov ed the bulk of his little arm y to the n orth-
w estern poin tof the can ton m en t,n earN ew abg un j,todefen dthe lin e of the GreatTrun k
Road.S trateg ically,the m ov em en tw as the resultof an error;but,in an other sen se,it

w as g roun dedupon a toosubstan tial fact,an dhada w isdom of its ow n ,apartfrom the
m an euv ersof the en em y.Ittook the troopsfaraw ay from the tem ptation s of the liquor-
shops, an d con tributed g reatly to the m ain ten an ce of thatdisciplin e w hich he had
sorrow fully seen fadin g aw ay.A n dw hilstthe m ilitary chief w as thus tak in g m easures
for the protection of both races,the civ il m ag istrate w as proclaim in g throug h the City
the reassertion of the B ritish pow er an d the re-establishm en tof the B ritish law .A tthe
Cotw alee,the people flock edaroun dS hereran dhis escort,an dprofessedtheirdelig ht

atour reappearan ce am on g stthem .A n d there w as probably m uch sin cerity in these

283
M r.S herer,from w hose report these particularsare taken,says: "T he Gungapootrasw ere w aiting on the

shore. About m id-stream the light w asextinguished,and,w ith ayellthat m ust have reached the boat,the
m endicant Brahm insrushed up to the P alace and com m enced plundering allthat they could lay theirhandson.
T hecrafty N anaw asdisem barkinginthedarknessontheotherside."

284
HislastactbeforeleavingBithoorw asthem urderoftheonly captivein hishands.T hisw asaw om an,nam ed

Carter,w hohad beentakenprisoner,and w hohadsurvivedthepangsandperilsofchildbirthintheN ana'sP alace.
T he w idow softhe deceased ex-Peishwah had treated herw ith kindness:butw hen the N anafled from Bithoorhe
ordered thew om anandherinfanttobenttodeath,andtheguardfaithfully obeyedhim .
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profession s,on the partatleastof the tradin g classes,w ho com m on ly lostm ore than
they g ain edby these con v ulsion s.N oton ly w ere the En g lish an d theirfollow ers g ood
custom ers in quiettim es,butthe peaceful citizen s hadan in terestin the m ain ten an ce of
orderan dthe upholdin g of the law ,forw ith the predatory classes,w hothriv e in tim es

of tum ultan dterror,there w as little respectforcolororcreed.The w olfish propen sities
of hum an ity w ere,in all such con jun ctures,stron g ly dev eloped,an das atA llahabadso
atCaw n pore,in n ocen tin dustry cow eredben eath the ram pan trapacity of crim e.

O n the follow in g day,itw as determ in ed thatthe actual position of affairs atB ithoor
should be ascertain ed beyon d all doubt.S o a detachm en tw as sen toutun der M ajor
S tephen son ,of the M adras Fusiliers,tobeatup the quarters of the som etim e P reten der
to the Peishwahship, an d to setour m ark upon the place. The in form ation w hich

H av elock hadreceiv edfrom hisspiescausedhim rig htly tothin k thatitw ouldn otn eed
the serv ices of a stron g force todoall thatw as required.The oldhom e of the N an a had
been aban don ed.There w as n oen em y tobe seen .S othe P alace lay atthe m ercy of our
soldiery — an ditw as soon despoiledan ddestroyed.There w as m uch of the plun derof
ourdw ellin g -houses in its apartm en ts— traces of ourEn g lish civ ilization ev eryw here in
k id g lov es an d cham pag n e,an d book s for hot-w eather readin g .B utthe Gov ern m en t
treasure,tow hich the N an a hadhelpedhim self in such profusion ,w as n ottobe foun d,

an d the fam ily jew els had either been carried off or hidden aw ay,pastall chan ce of
im m ediate discov ery.Itw asreserv edfora laterdom iciliary v isittodisclose som e of the
hidin g places of the aban don ed property.285 B uta con siderable w ealth of artillery w as
carriedoff by M ajorS tephen son on hisreturn m arch toCaw n pore.

S o, for the tim e atleast, there w as a clearan ce on thatside of the riv er. The local
in fluen ce of the N an a w as g on e.The lasthom e of the Peishwahs w as a ruin .The on ly

im portan tm em ber of his household w horem ain ed w as the N an a N arain Rao,son of

the S ouban dar Rum chun der P un t.This m an had been w ell k n ow n to the En g lish at
Caw n pore,an dhadbeen by m an y of ourpeople,w ith on ly a hazy k n ow ledg e of n ativ e
in div iduality,m istak en forthe otheran dg reaterN an a,the adoptedson of the Peishwah,

of w hom he w asin truth on ly a retain er.286 W hetherthism an w ere on e of those double-
dyed traitors w ho han g on to the sk irts of success an d are driv en back w ards an d
forw ards by ev ery g ustof fortun e,or w hether his sym pathies had all alon g been w ith
the En g lish,itis hardtosay;butitis statedthathe hadbeen im prison edby the N an a,

an ditis certain that,afterhis m aster's flig ht,he m ade ten ders of alleg ian ce an doffered

285
A N ative w itness,w ho keptadiary ofthe incidentsofthiseventfulsum m er— "ahum ble butloyalsubjectof

the S tate,N anuckchund by nam e" — saysthat the treasure (coin)had been looted by the people before the
English arrived.M r.S herersaysthat in hisopinion,the destruction ofthe P alace w asam istake,asit rendered
m orerem otetheprospectofdiscoveringconcealedtreasure.

286
Isuspectthatm any w hohavetalkedoftheiracquaintancew iththeN ana,knew only N anaN arainR ao.
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his serv ices to the B ritish Gen eral.287 H e had been the firstto sen d w ord to H av elock
thatB ithoor had been ev acuated by the N an a an d his follow ers,an d itw as atleast
probable thatsom e useful in form ation m ig ht,ata laterperiod,be deriv edfrom him .S o
he w ask in dly receiv ed,butn otw ithoutsom e caution ary w ords.

In the m ean w hile Colon el N eill w as m ak in g his w ay up to Caw n pore. A fter the
departure of H av elock ,he had been activ ely em ployed in m aturin g his arran g em en ts
for the defen ce of A llahabad,an d in en deav orin g tocollecttroops from below .In this
lastrespecthe hadm ade n og reatprog ress;forthe un settledstate of affairsatB en ares288

m ade Colon el Gordon ,w hothoug htthatthe latter place w as of the tw oin the g reater
dan g er,reluctan tto dim in ish his m ilitary stren g th.B uthe had pushed forw ard his
defen siv e m easures w ith an elaborate com pleten ess,w hich leftn othin g un con sidered,

scarcely an ythin g un don e. A n d w hen he foun d thathis duty sum m on ed him to
Caw n pore,totak e a m ore activ e partin the com in g cam paig n ,he drew upan elaborate
paperof in struction s forthe g uidan ce of his successors,w hich he com m ittedtothe care
of Captain D rum m on dH ay.289 O n the im portan tsubjectof "S upplies"he w rote atsom e
len g th.O n the n um beran ddisposition of the troops he n extcom m en ted."B y order of
Gov ern m en t,"he said,"this g arrison is tobe m ain tain edatthe stren g th of six hun dred
an d forty-fiv e European s.O f these I w ould n othav e m ore than three hun dred an d
forty-fiv e in side the Fort,sev en ty in the Musjid,a Com pan y atthe Railw ay S tation n ear

the Kooshen Garden s,a Com pan y atM r.H odg son 's house,an dsom e in the Church in
Can ton m en ts ....The church w ould be occupied by soldiers as a barrack ."Those w ere

287
T he "hum ble butloyalsubjectofthe S tate,"w hose evidence iscued in apreviousnote,w asvery anxiousto

convictN arain R ao ofdouble treachery.He states,that"N anaN arain R ao conducted N anaDoon-doo P untto the
otherbank ofthe Gangesand returned to Bithoor.T hose m en w ent to him and rem inded him that hisfather,
R um chuuderP unt,had been afaithfulservant and S ouhalidarofthe N ana,and he (N arain R ao)w asbound to
protect the property atBithoor.But N arain R ao paid no attention.O n the contrary,he gave out that the N ana's
boathad capsized,and then presented him selfatBithoor.He declaresthatthe N anaforcibly tookhim aw ay;but
he ran aw ay,and cam e here.P eople say itisagreatfalsehood,and ifthisN ana(the S oubandar'sson)w ished it,
and w asreally attached totheBritishcause,hecould easily getN anaDoondooP untcaptured."— Inan-otherentry
inhisjournal,hosays:"July 19. Iw astoldtoday that,ow ingtothetreachery ofN anaDoondooP unt,theBara,&c.,
ofBithoorhavebeensetonfire,andthatthetraitorN anaN arainR aow ishestopasshim selfoffasaw ell-w isherof
the Governm ent."— "July 20.It isjust asIanticipated.N anaN arain R ao,son ofthe S oubandar,w ishesto pass
him selfoffasaw ell.w isherofthe Governm ent;but there isagreat crow d at thism om ent,and the Suhib-logue
have no tim e to spare.It isalso very difficult to find w itnessesagainst him by sum m ary inquiries,and Isee no
chance offiling acom plaintagainsthim before any officer."T hism an'sevidence isnotvery trustw orthy.He says
that,onthe17thofJuly,hesaw GeneralHavelockandGeneralN eillnearthe Cotwallee,atCaw npore.ButN eilldid
notarrivetillthreedaysafterw ards.

288
"IlookuponBenaresasm uchm oreexposed thanAllahabad,inasm uchasyou havearegularfort,w hereasour

positionasam ilitary oneisbad asbad canbew ithoutfortifications.A few hundred Europeansseparated from the
riverby city containing,halfam illion ofinhabitants,and the country people already becom ing m ore and m ore
hostile every day,w hile w e are at any tim e exposed to an invasion from O ude,via the unoccupied post of
Jaunpore."— Gordon to Neill. July 11.

289
O fH.M .'sS eventy-eighth,ColonelO 'Brienhad beenappointed N eill'ssuccessoratAllahabad,buthedidnot

arriveintim etoreceivechargedirectly from N eill.
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days w hen w e couldn otaffordtobe n ice in m atters of this k in d,an dsuch desecration s
w ere of ordin ary occurren ce.H e w rote alsoof the state of the defen ses,poin tin g outall
the w eak poin ts; of the P olice; of the A rsen al an d the O rdn an ce S tores; of the
In tellig en ce D epartm en t;an d un der the head of "H an g in g " he w rote,"I hav e alw ays

tried by g en eral court-m artial an y prison ers con n ected w ith the g arrison ,the P rov ost
han g in g those sosen ten ced."Then ,afterprecise in struction s relatin g tothe fam ilies of
officersan dsoldiers,tothe train in g of pick edIn fan try soldiersin the g un -drill,torepair
the distressin g deficien cy of A rtillerym en ,an dtothe san itary con dition of barrack s an d
other quarters for the soldiery, he proceeded to speak of the operation s to be
un dertak en in the ev en tof fresh m an ifestation s of rev olt. This section he headed
"D efen siv e O peration s;"buthe characteristically added,"Ipreferthe offen siv e system ."
"If Ihadthe pow er,"he w rote,"Ishouldn ev erperm itan en em y toen terthe City.W ith a

sm all force,in addition toa g arrison sufficien ttohold the Fort,the City,Can ton m en t
an dall betw een the tw oriv ers,couldbe disputedforlon g ag ain stsuperiorn um bers.I
w ould hold Kydg un g e to the last,an d if closely in v ested w ould cutdow n the trees
w ithin fire an dg un shotof the Fort,k n ock dow n som e g arden w alls n earthe Fort,an dif
the en em y attem ptedtoassaultfrom the P apam ow orB en aresside,they couldeasily be
prev en ted crossin g the riv er.Iprefer the offen siv e system ,an d alw ays follow itw hen
possible;m ak e frequen tsharp attack s,w ell plan n ed an d supported, usin g as m uch

artillery,n in e-poun ders if possible,as Icouldm uster.The g en eral objectis n ow toput
dow n the parties m ov in g aboutan d plun derin g v illag es; N ativ e troops (the S ik hs)
an sw ered w ell, an d did g ood serv ice. W hen European s are en route, they m ay be
em ployed,butIw ouldn ev ersen dthem outon purpose,exceptin cases of em erg en cy.
P ow der-bag s, to blow in doors, & c., are useful thin g s to hav e in this v illag e. A lso
rock ets,w hen tobe had,an dperson sw hok n ow the use of them ."

A ll this don e forthe con tin uedsecurity of the im portan tposition w hich his en erg y had

sav ed,N eill w as eag ertog otothe fron t.The opportun ity w as before him .O n the 15th
of July he had receiv ed a teleg raphic m essag e from the Com m an der-in -Chief,
con tain in g laudatory recog n ition of H av elock 's v ictory before Futtehpore,an d of the
g en eral con ductof the operation s en trusted to him . W ith this had com e also an
im portan taddition :"B uthis (H av elock 's)health is n otstron g ,an d the season is v ery
tryin g ;itis urg en tly n ecessary,therefore,thatprov ision shouldbe m ade forplacin g the
com m an d of the colum n in tried han ds of k n ow n an d assured efficien cy,in w hom

perfectcon fiden ce can be placed.in case H av elock shouldbecom e from an y cause un fit
for duty.You hav e been selected for the post,an d accordin g ly you w ill proceed w ith
ev ery practicable expedition tojoin H av elock ,m ak in g ov erthe com m an dof A llahabad
tothe n extsen ior officer."The ran k of B rig adier-Gen eral had been con ferred on N eill,
an d,thus stim ulated by the feelin g thathe had the full con fiden ce of Gov ern m en t,he
startedon the sam e ev en in g forCaw n pore;an don the m orn in g of the 20th he arriv ed
there an dreportedhim self tothe Com m an derof the Force."Ihadhardly seen Gen eral
H av elock ," he w rote afterw ards in a letter to a frien d,"before he said to m e:'N ow ,
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Gen eral N eill,letusun derstan deach other;you hav e n opow erorauthority here w hilst
Iam here,an dyou are n ottoissue a sin g le order.'"290

B utitw as arran g ed thatw hilstH av elock ,bein g in chief com m an d,should m ature his

arran g em en ts for the crossin g of the Gan g es, N eill should rem ain in charg e of
Caw n pore. O n e of his first acts, after his arriv al, w as to in quire in to all the
circum stan ces of the recen tm assacres,an dtodow hathe couldtoav en g e them .There
are deeds w hich itis bettertosufferthe actortochron icle in his ow n w ords.In a letter
before m e,Colon el N eill,after describin g ev en ts already recorded in this n arrativ e,
says: "The m en w ere shot, the w om en an d children w ere broug htup to a little
bun g alow n ear the A ssem bly-room s.The Futtehg urh fug itiv es,such as w ere sav ed,
w ere broug htin there too.I hav e sen ta listof all,an d their fate.Upw ards of tw o

hun dred w om en an d children w ere broug htin tothathouse;m an y had been k illed in
the boats, m an y k illed an d died in the en tren chm en ts; all w ho surv iv ed fev er,
dysen tery,an d cholera,in the con fin em en tin thathouse,w ere barbarously m urdered,
afterthe receiptof the in tellig en ce of H av elock 's firstv ictory — this by the N an a's order.
They w ere badly fed an d treated atfirst,butafterw ards g otm ore an d clean clothin g ,
an dserv an ts tow aiton them .They w ere sen ttheirev en in g m eal on thatfatal day,an d
after itthese fien ds rushed in an d butchered them all;they w ere shotan d hack ed to

pieces.The bodies of all w hodiedthere w ere throw n in tothe w ell of the house,all the
m urderedalso.Isaw thathouse w hen Ifirstcam e in .L adies'an dchildren 'sbloody torn
dresses an dshoes w ere lyin g about,an dlock s of hairtorn from theirheads.291 The floor
of the on e room they w ere all drag g ed in toan d k illed w as saturated w ith blood.O n e
can n otcon trol on e's feelin g s.W hocouldbe m erciful toon e con cern ed? S ev erity atthe
firstis m ercy in the en d.I w ish to show the N ativ es of In dia thatthe pun ishm en t
in flicted by us for such deeds w ill be the heav iest,the m ostrev oltin g totheir feelin g s,
an d w hatthey m ustev er rem em ber.292 I issued the follow in g order,w hich,how ev er

290
Itshould bestated,how ever,thatasN eillentered inhisjournalatthetim ethathehad beenw ellreceived by

Havelock,itm ay be assum ed thatthere w asno discourtesy in the m annerin w hich thisintim ation w asconveyed.
S ee follow ing passage:"Got into Caw npore about seven A.M .,M onday 20th ...and am w ellreceived by General
Havelock.P oorCaptainBeatson,Adjutant-Generaldied ofcholera,and Currie,ofEighty-fourth,died ofhisw ound,
around short in the side; saw R enaud,hisleft leg taken off,high up the thigh,looking very pale and ill...
S tephenson,w ith rem ainderofFusiliers,gone out to Bithoorw ith Cavalry and S ikhsto destroy it.Cavalry w ith
Barrow bringin gunsin the forenoon ...GeneralHavelockinform sm e he w illleave m e atCaw npore in com m and
duringhisabsence...M uchplunderinginthecity by S ikhs,S ixty-fourthand S eventy-eighth;m ostdisgraceful."

291
O thernarratorshave described the scene in sim ilarlanguage.M ajorN orth says:"T ortured by the fierce thirst

ofrevenge,and penetrated by thesenseoftheirsufferings,strangew ild feelingsaw okew ithinus.Vaunting,eager,
m addened,w e sped onw ard to the dreary house ofm artyrdom ,w here theirblood w asoutpoured like w ater;the
clotted gorelay ankle deep onthepolluted floor,and alsolongtressesofsilken hair,fragm entsoffem alew earing
apparel,hats,books,children'stoys,w ere scattered aboutin terrible confusion." T he alleged inscriptionson the
w allsw erem aliciousorsilly forgeries.

292
In anotherletter,N eillsays:"M y objectisto inflictafearfulpunishm entforarevolting,cow ardly,barbarous

deed,and to strike terrorinto these rebels....N o one w ho hasw itnessed the scenesofm urder,m utilation and
m assacre,caneverlistentothew ord 'm ercy'asappliedtothesefiends."
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objection able in the estim ation of som e of our B rahm in ised in fatuated elderly
g en tlem en ,I thin k suited to the occasion ,or rather to the presen tcrisis:The w ell in
w hich are the rem ain s of the poor w om en an d children so brutally m urdered by this
m iscrean t,the N an a,w ill be filled up,an d n eatly an d decen tly cov ered ov er to form

their g rav e: a party of European soldiers w ill do so this ev en in g , un der the
superin ten den ce of an officer.The house in w hich they w ere butchered,an d w hich is
stain ed w ith their blood, w ill n otbe w ashed or clean ed by their coun trym en ; but
B rig adier-Gen eral N eill has determ in edthatev ery stain of thatin n ocen tbloodshall be
clearedupan dw ipedout,prev ioustotheirexecution ,by such of the m iscrean tsasm ay
be hereafter apprehen ded, w ho took an activ e partin the m utin y, to be selected
accordin g to their ran k ,caste,an d deg ree of g uilt.Each m iscrean t,after sen ten ce of
death is pron oun ced upon him ,w ill be tak en dow n tothe house in question ,un der a

g uard,an dw ill be forcedin toclean in g up a sm all portion of the blood-stain s;the task
w ill be m ade as rev oltin g tohis feelin g s as possible,an d the P rov ost-M arshal w ill use
the lash in forcin g an y on e objectin g tocom plete histask .A fterproperly clean in g uphis
portion ,the culpritis tobe im m ediately han g ed,an dforthis purpose a g allow s w ill be
erectedclose athan d.— The firstculpritw as a S ouban darof the S ixth N ativ e In fan try,a
fatbrute, a v ery hig h B rahm in . The sw eeper's brush w as putin to his han ds by a
sw eeper,an dhe w asorderedtosettow ork .H e hadabouthalf a square foottoclean ;he

m ade som e objection ,w hen dow n cam e the lash,an dhe yelledag ain ;he w ipeditall up
clean ,an dw as then hun g ,an dhis rem ain s buriedin the publicroad.S om e days after,
others w ere broug htin — on e a M ahom edan officerof ourciv il court,a g reatrascal,an d
on e of the leadin g m en :he ratherobjected,w as flog g ed,m ade tolick partof the blood
w ith histon g ue.N odoubtthisisstran g e law ,butitsuits the occasion w ell,an dIhope I
shall n otbe in terferedw ith un til the room is thoroug hly clean sedin this w ay ....Iw ill
holdm y ow n ,w ith the blessin g an dhelpof God.Ican n othelpseein g thatH is fin g eris
in all this— w e hav e been false toourselv essooften ."

Thisstory hasbeen toldbefore,293 an dw ith com m en tsof v arious shadesof opin ion .Itis
v ery safe an deasy in quiettim es,an din a Christian lan d,tocon dem n such actsas these
w ith placid judicial sev erity,for the sen ten ce of con dem n ation dem an ds n o thoug ht,
an d is sure to ev ok e m uch sym pathy. B utw e m ustreliv e thatm on th of July, an d
tran sportourselv es tothe thresholdof the B eebeeg hur,rig htly toestim ate them .If ev er,
in the history of hum an strife,itw ere rig hteous to in v estretribution w ith un k n ow n

terrors,itw as w hilstthe bloodof ourin n ocen ts w as still redin the slaug hter-house.It
w as n otthatm en ,in ordin ary con jun ctures stron g -headedan dten der-hearted,lostthe
pow erof discern in g betw een rig htan dw ron g in the face of the horrors thatbesetthem ,
butthatm an y of the w isestan dbestam on g stourpeople,stern ly com posedin the m idst
of all excitem en ts an dbew ilderm en ts,deliberately harboredthe con v iction ,thatitw as
their duty toputm ercy far aw ay from them ,an d tov isitexception al w ick edn ess w ith
an exception al sev erity of pun ishm en t.There w as a rem orseless log icin the arg um en ts

293
Itw asthatpublished,soonaftertheevent,inanAyashire
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on w hich they builtupthis faith.Itw as con ten dedthatas there w ere differen tdeg rees
of m urder,there should alsobe differen tdeg rees of death-pun ishm en t.Colon el John
N icholson , of w hose heroic character an d illustrious career itw ill hereafter be m y
priv ileg e tow rite in detail,w as eag ertohav e a special A ctpassed,leg alizin g in certain

cases m ore cruel form s of execution — thatis to say,death w ith torture."L etus," he
w rote to Colon el Edw ardes,atthe en d of M ay,"propose a B ill for the flayin g aliv e,
im palem en t,orburn in g of the m urderers of the w om en an dchildren atD elhi.The idea
of sim ply han g in g the perpetratorsof such atrocitiesism adden in g .Iw ish thatIw ere in
thatpartof the w orld,thatif n ecessary Im ig httak e the law in tom y ow n han ds."A g ain ,
a few days later,v ehem en tly urg in g thisexception al leg islation :"You don otan sw erm e
aboutthe B ill for a n ew k in d of death for the m urderers an d dishon ourers of our
w om en .294 Iw ill propose italon e,if you w ill n othelpm e.Iw ill n ot,if Ican helpit,see

fien ds of thatstam p letoff w ith sim ple han g in g ." Edw ardes,itseem s,w as n aturally
reluctan tto arg ue the question w ith his en erg etic frien d;butN icholson could n otrid
him self of the thoug htthatsuch acts of cruel retribution w ere justifiedin ev ery sen se,
an d he appealed toH oly W ritin supportof the log ical arg um en ts w hich he adduced.
W ritin g ata later period,he said,"A s reg ards torturin g the m urderers of the w om en
an dchildren :If itbe rig htotherw ise,Idon otthin k w e shouldrefrain from it,because it
is a N ativ e custom .W e are toldin the B ible thatstripes shall be m etedoutaccordin g to

faults,an d if han g in g is sufficien tpun ishm en tfor such w retches,itis too sev ere for
ordin ary m utin eers.If I had them in m y pow er today,an d k n ew thatI w ere to die
tom orrow ,Iw ouldin flictthe m ostexcruciatin g torturesIcouldthin k of on them w ith a
perfectly easy con scien ce.O urEn g lish n ature appearstom e tobe alw aysin extrem es.A
few years ag om en (frequen tly in n ocen t)usedtobe torturedm erely on suspicion .N ow
there is n opun ishm en tw orse than han g in g ,w hich is a v ery easy death,for atrocities
w hich could n otbe exceeded by fien ds.W e hav e differen tscales of pun ishm en tfor
differen tk in dsof theft,assault,forg ery,an dothercrim es— w hy n otform urder?"

Kin dred sen tim en ts m ig htbe quoted from other sources.Ev en the w isestan d bestin
those days,thoug h som e m ig hthav e shrun k from the open adv ocacy of torture,w ere
pron e to thin k thatin stan tan eous death to m en , w ho perhaps g loried in itas an
an ticipatory dism issal to etern al beatitude, w as butan in adequate requital for the
en orm ous crim es thatw ere com m ittedag ain stus.Christian piety,in deed,w asn otslow
torebuk e those w ho,in thatcon jun cture,hadan y bow els of com passion ,m ak in g them

reluctan ttosm ite heav ily atthe persecutors of our race.Itw as from on e of the purest
hearts an don e of the soun destheads in all ourChristian com m un ity thatthe follow in g
rem on stran ce issued.Itw as addressed to H en ry Tuck er,Com m ission er of B en ares:"I
fear in your case your n atural ten dern ess.B ut,con sider thatw e hav e to crucify these
affection s as w ell as ourlusts.The m ag istrate bears n otthe sw ordin v ain .The W ordof
God g iv es n o authority to the m odern ten dern ess for hum an life w hich w ould sav e
ev en the m urderer.Ibeliev e thatyour duty n ow is tobe firm an d resolute,toexecute
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T hisw asthem istakeoftheday.T herehad beennodishonoringofourw om en,inthesenseintended.
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the law rig orously in its extrem e pen alties,an d to setyour face as a flin tag ain stall
con cession s.Itisn ecessary in all Eastern lan ds to establish a fear an d aw e of the
Gov ern m en t.Then ,an d n ottill then ,are its ben efits appreciated.P rev iously,they are
ascribedtow eak n ess.W e m ustbe stern ly,rig orously justag ain stall treason ,v iolen ce,

an dtreachery,an dhan ddow n a tradition of oursev erity.O therw ise these troublesw ill
recur."A n dev en n ow ,afterthe lapse of m an y years,there are few rig hteous m en w ho
w ill n otreadily acceptthisdoctrin e.W hatisdreadful in the recordof retribution is,that
som e of our people reg arded itn otas a solem n duty or a terrible n ecessity,butas a
dev ilish pastim e,strik in g in discrim in ately atthe black races,an dslayin g w ithoutproof
of in div idual g uilt.ThatN eill w as fully assured in his ow n m in d thatthe m en ,on
w hom he hadin flictedthe terrible pun ishm en t,thus describedin his ow n w ords,w ere
am on g the actual perpetrators of the g reatcrim e w hich he w as called upon topun ish,

can n otbe question ed;an dw e m ustall dev outly hope thathe w asrig ht.

B utthe chastisem en tof the en em y w as buta sm all P reparation s partof the w ork w hich
then lay before the En g lish Gen erals.Theirm ission ,in deed,w as tosav e,n ottodestroy.
H av elock had rem in ded his follow ers that the cam paig n w as on ly beg un — that
L uck n ow w as in peril,A g ra besieg ed,an d D elhi still a focus of rebellion .A n d he had
w ritten toN eill,sayin g ,"The in stan tyou join m e,Iw ill,by the blessin g of God,strik e a

blow thatshall resoun dthroug h In dia."H e utteredthese w ords in the flush of v ictory,
w hen the excitem en tof battle had, perhaps, un hin g ed the habitual caution of the
sag acious com m an der.A n dn ow thatthere w as a lull in the operation s of the w ar,the
difficulties w hich lay before him presen ted them selv es in their true proportion s.B ut,
althoug h less san g uin e an dcon fiden tthan before,he w as n otless determ in edtocross
the riv eran dtopush on in toO ude w ith the utm ostpossible dispatch.

Itw as n ecessary,how ev er,before all thin g s,atthattim e to secure the position of the

detachm en tthatw as tobe leftun derthe com m an dof Gen eral N eill.H av elock couldill
spare a sin g le m an from the little force w ith w hich he w as toadv an ce on L uck n ow ,an d
itw as w ith reluctan ce thathe con sen ted toleav e solarg e a n um ber as three hun dred
m en for the defen ce of Caw n pore.B utw ith the terrible experien ce of the pastbefore
him ,he feltthathe couldn otdoless.Un certain astothe position of hislate an tag on ists-
apprehen din g the probability that,on hiscrossin g the Gan g esw ith the bulk of hisforce,
a larg e body of the N an a's troops w ould double back on Caw n pore— H av elock had

resolv edfrom the firsttoselectthe m ostadv an tag eoussite foran en tren chedcam p,an d
before the arriv al of N eill the en tren chm en ts hadbeen com m en ced."A ta little distan ce
from the com m on ferry,"says H av elock 's biog rapher,295 "there w as an elev atedplateau,
abouttw ohun dredyards in len g th an da hun dredin breadth,situatedon the han k of
the riv er.A tthe distan ce of aboutfiv e hun dredyardsfrom itthere w asan islan don the
riv er,partly subm erg edin this season of the year.B etw een itan dthe O ude B an k w ere
tw osm aller islan ds of alluv ial lan d,throw n up by the action of the riv er,butcov ered

295
M arshm an'sL ifeofHavelock.
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w ith w ater tw o or three feetdeep,an d v isible on ly from the reeds w hich sprin g up
upon them .The Gen eral w as of opin ion thatthese islan ds m ig htbe turn ed to g ood
accoun t,if he w as oblig ed to re-cross the riv er,w hile the en tren chm en ton the rig ht
ban k w ouldeffectually cov erthatoperation .O n this m oun d,accordin g ly,a field-w ork

capable of accom m odatin g an d also of bein g defen ded by three hun dred m en w as
com m en ced on the 19th,an d pushed on w ith extraordin ary v ig or."296 The w ork w as
don e by N ativ e day-laborers chiefly from the city. The offer of g ood w ag es, paid
reg ularly ev ery ev en in g ,broug htus the ready serv ices of hun dreds— n ay,thousan ds of
m en ,careless of w hatg ov ern m en torw hatrace w ere in the ascen dan t,solon g as they
couldeat,an dsm ok e,an dsleep,w ith certain ty an dw ithoutm olestation .D isarm edan d
dism oun ted troopers of the Irreg ular H orse w ere alsosettow ork atthe tren ches;an d
an y sk illed European s,w illin g tohelp,w ere retain ed,an d their assistan ce paid for by

the S tate.

S oN eill foun dthe w ork s already in prog ress w hen he arriv ed,an dthey g rew ben eath
the han ds of the g reatsw arm of laborers w ith surprisin g rapidity,H is quick soldierly
eye saw aton ce thatthere w ere som e defects in the position ;buthe adm ittedthatn on e
better could hav e been selected.W hilstthe w ork m en plied their shov els,our bag g ag e
w as sen tin tothe en tren chm en ts,an dthe tw oGen erals w en taboutcollectin g the g un s

w hich w ere todefen dthe w ork s in course of con struction .297 Then the sick w ere sen tin ,
an dev ery preparation m ade forshelterin g an dprov idin g forthe effectiv e g arrison .A n d
w hilstthis w as bein g don e,arran g em en ts w ere bein g m ade for the con v eyan ce of the
bulk of H av elock 's force across the w aters of the Gan g es.The old bridg e of boats had
been ,for all practical purposes,destroyed;an d n ow the steam er,w hich had broug ht
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M r.S herer,in hisofficialreport,says"GeneralN eillw asleftw ith agarrison oflessthan tw o hundred m en to

hold Caw npore."T herecan be no doubt,how ever,thatthenum berstated by M r.M arshm anisthem orecorrect.
GeneralN eillhim self,w ritingonthe22nd,says:"Ishallhavenearly threehundredm enofallkinds."
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S ee the follow ing extractsfrom GeneralN eil'sJournal,w hich illustrate the narrative ofthese proceedings

"W ednesday,22nd.— Heavy rain thism orning— ride outto see entrenchm ent— don'tlike the ground aboutit,hut
suspect there isno betterposition.Have along talk w ith the Generalabout it ....Go w ith Generalto see the
Arsenal;itisentirely destroyed;in abad position.T here are som e brassdism ounted gunsthere,also three large
iron onesin carriages.T hese,w ith allthe gunshere,are being taken dow n to the entrenched position.T here is
greatplundering going on by the troops— m ost disgraceful— and on the partofCom m andants,m ore particularly
the S ixty-fourth; adisinclination to prevent theirm en m isconducting them selves. Ishould have adopted very
decided stepsw ith allthese regim ents,and thisforce at first,but thishasbeen neglected.Allhave taken to
plundering,and the exam ple set by officershasbeen very bad indeed; the plundering ofthe m erchantsand
shopkeepersin the city by bandsofsoldiersand S ikhshasbeen m ostoutrageous,and there hasbeen no checkto
it.O rdershereseem tobeunattended to.P istolsandgunsfired offincam p.ColonelT ytlerinform sm ethew antof
attention to ordersby Com m andantsofCorpsand othersisdisgraceful,and Isee itplainly.Isuppose no oneever
m archedw ithasetofsoinferiorcom m andingofficers.IfearGeneralHavelockw illnotgetoffintim eheexpected;
the difficultiesin crossingtheGangesare very great.T hursday,23rd.— Agreeably to ordersofyesterday,send all
sick dow n to entrenchm ent,get baggage dow n,and start m yselfw ith Gordon and Bruce Governor-General's
proclam ation giving rew ardsforcapture ofrebelsand bringing backproperty,published and prom ulgated in the
bazaars,and allabout— get copiesprinted off.Heavy rain at night.T he entrenched position hasno strength —
exceptw iththreetim esthem en— butIw illholdit."



A History of the Sepoy War in India. 1857-1858 - Volume II , Copyright © www.sanipanhwar.com 222

S purg in an dhis party upfrom A llahabad,w as em ployedin collectin g boats;butitw as
a w ork of n osm all difficulty toobtain them .B oatm en ,too,w ere w an tin g ,for m en of
thisclass,con sciousthatthey hadaidedan dabettedthe foul m urderof ourpeople,had
pruden tly dispersed on our reappearan ce on the scen e.B ut,after a w hile,som e w ere

in ducedtoreturn totheircraft,on a prom ise of in dem n ity forpastoffen ces.A n um ber
of them w ere en rolledin toa corps,an dorg an izedon a fixedscale of paym en t.298

There w ere m an y,atthattim e,w ho,as they had believ ed thatitw as easy "to m ak e
shortw ork of D elhi,"believ ed alsothatthe relief of L uck n ow w ould be atten dedw ith
n ok in dof difficulty.Ev en in H av elock 's cam p itseem edtosom e tobe an easy task to
m ak e g oodthe m arch tothe O ude capital.The distan ce w as n otg reat,butitw as n ota
question of distan ce.The w hole of O ude w asupin arm sag ain stus.Itw asn om ore than

an y san e m an ,acquain ted w ith the circum stan ces thathad atten ded an d the ev en ts
w hich had follow ed the an n exation of the k in g dom of O ude,m usthav e in v olun tarily
predicated.The passion sof all the in fluen tial classesw ere roused,an dtheiran tag on ism
stim ulated to the utm ost,ag ain stus.The rem n an tof the old Courtof L uck n ow ,the
S oldiery,the L an dedA ristocracy,w ere all arrayedag ain stthe pow erthathadtrodden
them dow n in tothe dust.Itw as n otstran g e,therefore,thatbefore the en dof Jun e there
had been m utin y an d rebellion in n early ev ery station throug hout the prov in ce.

M oreov er,itw asthe g reatn ursery of the S epoysof the B en g al A rm y.Ev ery v illag e held
the hom es an d fam ilies of m en w ho w ere fig htin g ag ain stus;an d,therefore,bristled
w ith our en em ies.O ur reg ular reg im en ts had ripen ed rapidly in rebellion .For a little
space S irH en ry L aw ren ce hadbeliev edthathe m ig htplay off the Irreg ulars ag ain stthe
battalion sof the L in e.299 B utthey w ere com posedof the sam e elem en ts;an din O ude,as
in otherparts,thisfaith w assoon strippedof all thathadsustain edit,an dstoodoutasa
n ak ed delusion .The g reat"ikhbal" of the Com pan y w as fastw an in g ,an d ev en our

frien ds forsook us,believ in g us to be w eak .There w as little hope,in deed,from an y

source butfrom the w isdom of our leaders an d from the courag e of our En g lish
fig htin g -m en .O f all these con dition s,so hostile to B ritish suprem acy in O ude,Ishall
w rite m ore fully in an other partof this n arrativ e.Itis sufficien tin this place tog iv e a
brief accoun tof the results,w hich haddev elopedthem selv es— results obstructiv e in the
extrem e tothe adv an ce of H av elock 'sarm y.

298
"S ee T ytler— arrange aboutacorpsofboatm en.He sendsm e partofanote he hassentto GeneralHavelock

aboutm y goingw ith him .S o Im ay be offsoon— setm y house inorder,asitw ere.Arrangeaboutw hatIshalltake
and w hatleavebehind,&c.General Neil's, Journal, July 25. MS.
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At the end ofM ay,S irHenry L aw rence had w ritten to L ord Canning,saving:"Hitherto the country hasbeen

quiet,and w e have played the Irregularsagainstthe L ine regim ents.Butbeing constituted ofthe sam e m aterials,
thetaintisfastpervadingthem ,and,inafew w eeks,ifnotdays,unlessintheinterim Delhibecaptured,therew ill
be one feelingthroughoutthe arm y— afeelingthatourprestige isgone— and thatfeelingw illbem ore dangerous
than any other.R eligion,fear,hatred,one and all,have theirinfluences; but there isstillareverence forthe
Com pany'sIkhbal.W henitisgone,w eshallhavefew friends,indeed."
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These results,asapparen tatthe en dof Jun e,w ere thusdescribedby M r.Gubbin s300 in a
lettertoL ordCan n in g :"Ev ery corps atev ery station in the prov in ce has m utin ied,an d
the districts n ow are in a state of an archy.Talook hdars are forcibly resum in g their
form er v illag es,an d burn in g an d slayin g all w ho oppose them .O ld feuds are ag ain

break in g out,an dfig htin g ,both w ith g un s,m usk etry,& c.,is g oin g on in ev ery quarter,
m ore orless.The headCiv il A uthority hav in g been forcedin each in stan ce toaban don
his S udderS tation ;his Than n ahs an dTehseels hav e g on e also,an dthere is n orestrain t
on v iolen ce an dan archy.D idthe m utin eers pass throug h an daw ay,civ il officers m ig ht
ag ain g oout,an dorderm ig htag ain be restored;butthey are n otg on e,an dare han g in g
aboutthe prov in ce,look in g for an opportun ity of attack in g L uck n ow .This I believ e
they w ill n ev erobtain ,an dthey are m ean w hile m eltin g daily aw ay.The follow in g isthe
presen t aspect of the station s of m utin eers in the prov in ce: "Khyrahad Division

(S eetapoor, M ohum di, an d M ullaon ).— En tirely aban don ed. There w as a terrible
m assacre of the European s of S hahjehan poor an d M ohum die.O f the m utin ous troops,
the Forty-firstN ativ e In fan try an d Ten th O ude Irreg ular In fan try hav e g on e tow ards
D elhi;an delev en hun dredm en ,the rem ain s of the N in th O ude Irreg ularIn fan try an d
P olice Corps,are atM ehm oodabad,forty m iles hen ce,tryin g toin duce the Tolook hdars
to join , an d daily m eltin g aw ay.— Lucknow Division (L uck n ow , O n ao, D uriabad):

L uck n ow ,an d eig htm iles roun d it,is all thatrem ain s orderly in O ude.W e hold tw o

posts, the Residen cy an d M uchee B how an , besides a m iserable European force in
can ton m en t.The M uchee B how an is im posin g for the tow n speople;butthe N ativ es
k n ow ,an douren g in eers hav e declared,ittobe utterly un ten able.S hould,therefore,a
sieg e be attem pted,itw ill be blow n up.The w ork s atthe Residen cy hav e been g reatly
stren g then ed,in cludin g m y residen ce an dothers,an dreally a prolon g eddefen ce can be
m ade.A tD uriabad is the Fifth O ude Irreg ular In fan try in m utin y,butw ith n um bers
dim in ished.They hav e been join edby Fisher's H orse (Fifteen th),an d the Eig hth O ude
Irreg ular In fan try from S ultan pore.— Baraitch Division: the S econ d an d Third O ude

Irreg ularIn fan try,an dTulloh's B attery,an da hun dredH orse,in m utin y,hav e n otyet
crossedthe Gog ra;are w aitin g .— Fyzabad Division:thisw asthe m ostdan g erousquarter;

the Tw en ty-secon d N ativ e In fan try,the S ev en teen th from A zim g urh:the S ixth O ude
Irreg ularIn fan try,partof the Fifteen th O ude Cav alry,an dM ill's B attery m ak in g upthe
m utin eers there. This is dissipatin g som ew hat— the Fifteen th O ude H orse hav in g
turn ed tow ards (as w e believ e) Caw n pore.S ultan pore aban don ed an d burn t;m an y
European sk illed.S alon e:ditto;European ssav ed."

S uch w as the state of thin g s thathad g row n up in O ude, w hilstthe En g lish at
Caw n pore had been en g ag ed in thatfatal strug g le for existen ce w hich has been
n arratedin the precedin g chapters.N otw ithstan din g all these rev erses,there hadbeen
g reatcon fiden ce in the fin al issue,an d,from on e en d.of the coun try tothe other,m en
feltthatS irH en ry L aw ren ce w as a tow erof stren g th.B utthe m on th of Jun e hadclosed
in dark ly an d sadly upon the L uck n ow g arrison .O n the lastday of the m on th,the
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M artinGubbins,FinancialCom m issionerofO ude— brotherofFrederickGubbinsofBenares.
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E n g lish hadbeen disastrously defeatedin battle atChin hut.July haddaw n edupon the
sieg e of L uck n ow . A n d H av elock 's v ictorious en tran ce in to Caw n pore had been
sadden ed by the n ew s w hich m ethim — thaton e of the firstv ictim s of thatsieg e had
been H en ry L aw ren ce him self.The Gen eral hadk n ow n him w ell in oldtim es.They had

serv ed tog ether in A fg han istan ;an d w ere associated by bon ds of m utual esteem an d
affection .301 A n d n on e k n ew better than H av elock the loss w hich the coun try had
sustain ed.B utlittle tim e w as leftfor the in dulg en ce of person al or publicsorrow .The
firstthoug hts of the Gen eral w ere tobe g iv en tothe liv in g ,n ottothe dead.Itw as plain
to him thatour beleag uered people in L uck n ow w ere in deadly peril, an d thatall
depen ded,un der P rov iden ce,upon the rapidity w ith w hich he could m ak e g ood his
m arch tothe O ude capital.H e felt,too,thatthe w ork before him w as n otrestricted to
the relief of L uck n ow .H e did n ot,atfirst,appreciate the full exten tof the difficulties

w hich besethis course,an d,in the en thusiasm born of success,he thoug htthat,hav in g
reliev ed L uck n ow , he m ig hteither m arch to the rein forcem en tof the A rm y before
D elhi,w hich w as still holdin g outw ith un dim in ished effron tery,or he m ig htoperate
effectually in otherparts of the coun try,forthe suppression of the m utin y an drebellion
w hich in the N orth-W estern P rov in ceshadn ow becom e alm ostun iv ersal.

For from m an y parts of Upper In dia ev il tidin g s had reached the Caw n pore

com m an ders.D isaster had follow ed disaster w ith astoun din g rapidity.A lm ostev ery
day broug hta n ew story of m utin y an d m assacre — a n ew listof m urdered m en ,
w om en ,an d children .S om e stories w ere m ore terrible,som e lists w ere lon g er than
others;butev erthere w as the sam e sad,butn otin g lorious,recordof chiv alrous action
an dheroicen duran ce on the partof the Few ,an dof cruelty an dcow ardice on the part
of the M an y.The g ig an tic horror of Caw n pore dw arfed all other calam ities thathad
ov ertak en our people.B utthere w ere other crim es com m itted in thatm on th of Jun e
lig hton ly w hen w eig hedag ain stthe burden of g uiltborn e by the butcherof B ithoor.In

Jhan si — on e of L ord D alhousie's an n exation s by Rig htof L apse — there had been an
in surrection headed by the Ran ee,w ith a g reatdestruction of En g lish life.N early all
B un dlek un dw asbristlin g upin arm sag ain stus.The troopsof S cin diah an dH olk arhad
m utin iedan dcastin theirlotw ith the P oorbeahs of the Com pan y's arm y;an dm an y of
our people had perished m iserably in the territories of those prin ces,thoug h as yet
there w ere n o sig n s of the hostility of the D urbars.H ig her up in Rohilk un d n oton ly
w ere the S epoys in m utin y,m urderin g theirofficers,butthe coun try w as in rebellion ,

an dM ahom edan rule w as proclaim edun derthe v ice-royalty of Khan B ehaudurKhan .
H an si an d H issar had seen their ow n trag edies;an d there had been other episodes of
the m ostpain ful in teresttostirEn g lish heartstotheirdepths.In the P un jab,althoug h it
seem edthatw e w ere ridin g outthe storm ,strain edtothe utm ostbutn otyieldin g toits
blow s,itw as becom in g plain thatthe B en g al reg im en ts w ere break in g in torev olt,an d
stream in g dow n tosw ell the tide of rebellion atthe g reatcen tre of D elhi.A n d ev er as
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"T heiracquaintance had com m enced sixteen yearsbefore,am idstthe em barrassm entsin Afghanistan,and it

had gradually ripened into asacred friendship,underthe influence ofthat m utualappreciation and esteem by
w hichgreatm indsareattractedtoeachother."— Marshmas's Life of Havelock.
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w eek follow ed w eek ,thoug h false rum ors,too readily accepted,of the capture of the
g reatim perial stron g hold reached the low er coun try,on ly to sow the seeds of future
disappoin tm en t, the M og ul capital w as held by the m utin ous troops that had
proclaim edthe suprem acy of B ehaudurS hah.

From A g ra— then the seatof the Gov ern m en tof the N orth-W estern P rov in ces— the
tidin g s w ere n otassurin g .The g reatprov in cial capital,w hich all throug h the m on th of
M ay had been held in security,thoug h n otw ithoutm uch doubtan d an xiety,had in
Jun e been beleag uered by an en em y,w hich,in the shape of the m utin ous reg im en ts
from N eern uch an d N usseerabad, had m arched dow n to attack the secon d city in
H in dostan .A n dw hilstL ieuten an t-Gov ern orColv in an dall his Chief O fficers hadbeen
shutup atA g ra,the districts un der his charg e had been rollin g aw ay from him .That

g reattrium ph of B ritish adm in istration ,sov aun ted,sobeliev ed— the S ettlem en tof the
N orth-W estern P rov in ces— had sudden ly collapsed. For a tim e there w as a g reat
rev olution of lan ded property,an d alm ostall thatthe En g lish had decreed had been
dow n -trodden w ith a rem orseless heel,as thoug h w hatw e haddon e an dboasted had
been purposely don e in v iolen tscorn of the g en ius an din stin cts of the people.Ev en the
S uprem e Gov ern m en t,in the firstw eek of July,w ere con strain ed to adm itthat"the
N orth-W estern P rov in ces w ere for the m om en tlost."302 H ow ev er hum iliatin g the fact

m ay hav e been ,itw as a fact.O urlatestadm in istrativ e trium phs hadcrum bledaw ay at
ourfeet.

There w assom e com fortin the thoug htthatthe m ain bodiesof the M adrasan dB om bay
arm ies hadn otfallen aw ay from theiralleg ian ce.B utitw as hardtosay w hatan y hour
m ig htbrin g forth.O n e B om bay reg im en tw asrisin g ;there w ere threaten in g m ov em en ts
in the S outhern M ahratta Coun try,an dm ore than a suspicion thatthe oldadheren ts of
the Rajahs of S attarah w ere in leag ue w ith the represen tativ es of the Peishwahs. The

B om bay serv ices in the person s of B rig adier L e-Gran d Jacob an d M essrs.Rose an d
S eton -Karr w ere em ulatin g the g ood deeds of their brethren in B en g al, an d L ord
Elphin ston e w as n obly v in dicatin g the con fiden ce w hich the B ritish Gov ern m en thad
reposedin him ,by placin g him ,fora secon dtim e,atthe headof an In dian presiden cy.
Itw as n otbeyon dthe pale of probability thatW estern In dia w ouldsoon be in a blaze.
Then ,in the D eccan ,there w as the g reatM ahom edan S tate of H yderabad,w here the
N izam ,g uidedan dsupportedby his accom plishedm in ister,S alarJun g ,holdin g fastto

the En g lish allian ce,still doubtedw hetherthey couldm uch lon g errestrain theirtroops,
if D elhi con tin ued to defy the En g lish Gov ern m en tan d to baffle all the efforts of its
arm ies.The g reatchiefs of Rajpootan a had as yetg iv en n o sig n ;butif W estern In dia
w ere torise,the con tag ion m ig htspreadtothem ,an din such circum stan ces,itw ould

302
"T he BengalN ative Arm y w asin m utiny;the N orth-W estern P rovincesw ere forthe m om entlost;the King of

Delhiand our treacherousS epoysw ere proclaim ing anew em pire; sm allbodiesofgallant Englishm en w ere
holdingoutinisolated stationsagainstfearfulodds;therevoltw asstillextending;and theheartsofallEnglishm en
in Indiaw ere daily torn by accountsofthe m assacre,and w orse than m assacre,oftheirw om en and children." -
Government of India to Court of Directors, July 4, 1857.
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hav e been difficult to calculate the em barrassm en ts of hav in g a hostile coun try
in tersectin g ourcom m un ication s betw een ourleadin g position s on the Eastan don the
W est.N epaul professedfidelity toherallian ce,an dw as w illin g tolen dus an auxiliary
body of troops tooperate upon O ude;butthere w ere those w hobeliev ed thaton the

firstsym ptom of disaster,they w ouldbe eag ertoturn ag ain stus;an dthat,in an y case,
the en listm en tof such allies w ouldbe a con fession of w eak n ess,w hich w ouldin flicta
sev ere m oral in jury on our Gov ern m en t.In w hatsoev er direction w e turn ed our eyes
there w asn ota g leam of com forttobe seen .

B y the 25th of July,H av elock 's little arm y hadcrossedthe Gan g es.Ithadbeen a w ork
besetw ith difficulties;butthe practical en erg y of Colon el Tytlerhadsurm oun tedthem .
The w hole w ere n ow on the O ude side of the riv er,The en tire force con sistedof about

fifteen hun dred m en ,w ith ten g un s im perfectly equipped an d in efficien tly m an n ed.
There w as,as before,a g reatdearth of Cav alry.Excellen tas itw as in all soldierly
qualities,thislittle ban dof v olun teerH orse m usteredon ly sixty sabres.Itw asin truth a
v ery w eak B rig ade, such as on ly the g lorious audacity of the En g lish could hav e
con ceiv edfora m om en ttobe capable of accom plishin g the w ork before it.The hopesof
the L uck n ow g arrison hadbeen raisedby som ethin g lik e a prom ise of relief in the little
space of fiv e or six days.303 B utitw as on e thatn ow seem ed tobe beyon d the reach of

fulfillm en t.A n d the w on der is n otthatthe difficulties of the en terprise should hav e
forced them selv es upon H av elock 's m in d,in all their real m ag n itude,w hen he foun d
him self across the Gan g es,butthathe should for a m om en thav e m ade lig htof them .
The w eek betw een the 21stan d 28th of July had broug htw ith itan am oun tof
k n ow ledg e of the circum stan cesw hich surroun dedhim v ery fatal tothe san g uin e v iew s
w hich he had en courag ed on his firstarriv al atCaw n pore. O n the 28th he w as at
M un g alw ur— itcan n otbe saiden cam ped.Thathe m ig htm ov e as lig htly an drapidly as
possible, he had adv an ced w ithoutthe im pedim en tof ten ts. "S om e," ithas been

n arrated by an officer of the force,"w ere fortun ate en oug h to g etn ativ e huts;som e
m an ag ed to g etn ativ e v aults,in w hich ov er-crow din g w as the rule;w hile the S ik h
soldiersin g en iously rig g edupthatchedhutsforthem selv es."304 There w as n eed,forthe
rain fell,day afterday;in torren ts,afterthe m an n erof an In dian July,an dcholera had

303
S eethefollow ingextractfrom M r.M artinGubhns's"M utiniesinO udh."O nthe22ndor23rd ofJuly,thetrusty

spy U ngud arrived w ith tidingsofHavelock'sarrivalat Caw npore. "W e had,it w illbe rem em bered," saysthe
FinancialCom m issioner,"received no single iotaofintelligence since the siege began;and now U ngud recounted
tousthem arveloustaleofahandfulofm enunderHavelockhavingdefeated theN anainthreeengagem ents,and
being actually at the m om ent m asterofCaw npore.T he new sw asastounding.W e had allalong been expecting
thatthe N anaw ould crossthe riverand join the besting force,ifhe had notactually done so already.Iexam ined
U ngud strictly,and cam e to the conclusion that the joyfuland w ondrousnew sw astrue."— "M any personshad
entertained great doubt ofthe truth ofU ngud'sinform ation. But their doubtsw ere happily rem oved by his
reappearance at m y post on the night ofthe 25th ofJuly; and thistim e he brought aletter.It w asareply by
ColonelFraserT ytlerto theletterw hich U ngud had carried from m e,and confirm ed theintelligence w hich U ngud
had previously givenm e.ColonelT ytlerw rotethattheGeneral'sforcew assufficienttodefeattheenem y,thatthe
troopsw erethencrossingtheriver,andthatw em ighthopetom eetinfiveorsixdays."

304
Calcutta Review, vol. xxxii.,Article,"Havelock'sIndianCam paign."
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brok en outin the force.There w as n othin g tocheerortoan im ate the leaderbutthe on e
hope of sav in g the g arrison of L uck n ow ."Ihav e this m orn in g ,"w rote H av elock toS ir
P atrick Gran t,w hohadsug g estedthatthe en terprise w as a hazardous on e,"receiv eda
plan of L uck n ow from M ajor A n derson ,en g in eer in thatg arrison ,an d m uch v aluable

in form ation in tw om em oran da,w hich escaped the en em y's outposttroops,an d w ere
partly w ritten in Greek characters.305 These com m un ication s,an d m uch in form ation
orally deriv ed from spies,con v in ce m e of the extrem e delicacy an d difficulty of an y
operation toreliev e Colon el In g lis,n ow com m an din g in L uck n ow .Itshall be attem pted,
how ev er,atev ery risk ,an dthe resultfaithfully reported."306

S o H av elock m arched on — Caw n pore w ith its g hastly m em ories behin d him ;before
him ,atL uck n ow ,the g reathorrorof a catastrophe still m ore trag ican dov erw helm in g ;

aroun d him ev eryw here a m ultitude of m utin ous soldiers an d an arm ed population ,
hostile to the core; an d w ith him on ly the fearlessn ess of the En g lishm an to m ak e
headw ay ag ain stthese terrificodds.

305
T hesehad beenbroughtby U ngud,thespy,ofw hom m entionhasbeenm adeinaform ernote.

306
M arshm an'sL ireofHavelock.
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BOOK VI.—THE PUNJAB AND DELHI.

[May—June, 1857.]

CHAPTER I.

GENERAL CONDITION OF THE PUNJAB - SOURCE OF DANGER-
BRITISH RELATIONS WITH AFGHANISTAN - CAUSES OF

CONFIDENCE - MONTGOMERY AT LAHORE - EVENTS AT MEEAN-
MEER - SERVICES OF BRIGADIER CORBETT - DISARMING OF THE
NATIVE REGIMENTS - RELIEF OF THE FORT OF LAHORE - EVENTS

AT UMRITSUR AND GOVINDGHUR - THE MUTINIES AT
FEROZEPORE AND PHILLOUR.

A L TH O UGH to L ord Can n in g ithad appeared that. the m ostform idable dan g ers
w hich threaten ed the security of the A n g lo-In dian Em pire took shape in the low er
coun tries, because those coun tries w ere alm ostw holly destitute of the defen ce of

European troops,he saw far off,atthe furthestextrem ity of our B ritish dom in ion s,
other g reat perils scarcely less in deg ree, but of a w idely differen t k in d, an d
coun teractedby m ore fav orable con dition s.In the low erprov in ces he fearedthe m alice
of the N ativ e soldiery.In the P un jab he dreaded,m ostof all,the en m ity of the people.
S epoy reg im en ts w ere scatteredall ov erthe S ik h coun try;butthe prov in ce w as,in deed,
the g reatEuropean g arrison of B ritish In dia.The stren g th of En g lish m an hood m ay
hav e been slig htin relation to the actual defen siv e requirem en ts of our fron tier-
prov in ce abuttin g upon the A fg han coun try,from w hich,ev en from rem ote periods,

succeedin g dyn asties had look ed for the stream of foreig n in v asion — sm all, too, in
com parison w ith the n um erical pow er of the N ativ e reg im en ts,reg ular an d irreg ular,
w hich w ere posted in all parts of the P un jab.B utev en w ith the m ysterious failure of
M eerutbefore his eyes,the Gov ern or-Gen eral w as full of con fiden ce w hen he coun ted
upthe European reg im en tson the fron tier,an dfeltthatthey m ig htov eraw e the S epoys.
Yethe could n othelp reg ardin g w ith som e disquietin g apprehen sion s the state of the
g en eral population of the prov in ce.L ittle m ore than sev en years had passed sin ce the

Em pire of Run jeetS in g h hadbeen broug htun derthe yok e of the En g lish.The S tate had
been ov erthrow n by the soldiery. Itw as the licen se of its m ilitary ban ds thathad
un in ten tion ally open ed tous the g ates of the coun try of the Fiv e Riv ers,an d the sam e
pow er,rev iv ed or reaw ak en ed,m ig htn ow castus out,an d restore for a w hile the
dyn asty of the S in g hs.M en of the m ostsan g uin e tem peram en t,in flated w ell-n ig h to
burstin g w ith n ation al self-lov e,could hardly believ e thatthe S irdars of the P un jab,
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w hohadlostsom uch by the con questof theircoun try,hadbecom e w holly recon ciled
toB ritish rule an deag ertoperpetuate it.The truth em bodiedin a few preg n an tw ords
by the g reatestm aster of com m on sen se thatthe w orld has ev er seen — "S o m an y
ov erthrow n estates,som an y v otes for troubles"— could n otbe ig n ored atsuch a tim e.

Then there w as thatotherg reatfoun tof dan g er— "disban dedsoldiery"— w hich m ig ht
sen d forth a sudden torren tto sw ell the g reatstream of trouble.307 "W alled tow n s,
stored arsen als an d arm ories, g oodly races of horse, chariots of w ar, elephan ts,
ordn an ce,artillery,an dthe lik e,"w rote the sam e g reatm aster— "all thisisbuta sheepin
lion 's sk in ,exceptthe breed an d disposition of the people be stoutan d w arlik e." The
breed an d disposition of the S ik hs w ere stoutan d w arlik e.W e could n otreg ard w ith
con tem ptthe m ilitary prow ess of the n ation w hich hadsen tforth the m en w ho,in the
g reatbattles of the S utlej,hadtaxedtothe utm ostthe sk ill an dv elourof H ardin g e an d

Goug h,w ith the besttroops of the B ritish Em pire attheir back ,an d had driv en our
D rag oon s lik e sheepbefore them on the plain of Chillian w allah.

N or w as the on ly dan g er w hich threaten ed the position of the B ritish in our g reat
fron tierprov in ce,thatw hich g laredupon us from the P un jab itself.B eyon dthe border
w ere turbulen ttribes,occupyin g the A fg han passes,w hom ithadbeen ourpolicy n ow
tobribe,n ow toaw e,in tosubm ission .A n eruption of these predatory hordes in tothe

plain of P eshaw ur w ould hav e caused w ide-spread con fusion ,in the m idstof w hich
bodies of A fg han H orse,led,perhaps,by on e of the chiefs of the B aruk zye fam ily of
Caubul,m ig hthav e stream eddow n upon ourposition ,an dburyin g ,asthey hadbefore
don e,all jealousies an d an im osities in the g rav e of a com m on purpose,m ig hthav e
alliedthem selv esw ith the S ik hs,an dsw eptthe En g lish outof the coun try.B utthin k in g
of this,L ordCan n in g thoug htalsoof the recen tsubsidiary treaty w ith D ostM ahom ed,
of the frien dship thathad been outw ardly established betw een the tw o n ation s,an d,
abov e all,of the factthatthe stron g estfeelin g s of self-in terestdictated tothe A m eer a

course of n eutrality atsuch a tim e,an d thatlov e of En g lish m on ey w as stron g er than
hatredof the En g lish race.Than k fully an dhopefully,he rem em beredthe w ise adv ice of
Edw ardes an dthe adm irable diplom acy of L aw ren ce;an dhe ceasedtobe troubledby
the thoug htof an A fg han in v asion ,trem en dous as w ould hav e been the disaster if it
hadcom e upon usatsuch a tim e.

There w ere som e other circum stan ces,too,in our fav or.The population of the P un jab

w as a m ixed population .There w ere n ation al an d relig ious div ersities,w hich forbade
the un ion an d con cen tration w hich g iv e force ev en tothe feeble.In other parts of our
Em pire there w ere div ersities of faith,butlon g con tacthadrubbedoff the an g ularities
w hich k eptthem apart,an d in the H in dooised M ahom edan ,or the M ahom edan ised
H in doo,m ig htbe seen som ethin g alm ostam oun tin g to fusion .B utthere w as a g ulf

307
T he num bers,how ever,m ust notbe exaggerated.T he rem ainsofthe P unjabee Arm y,afterthe second S ikh

w ar,probably did notexceed 26,000 m en.O fthese about10,000 w ere S ikhs,7000 P unjabee M ehom edans,4000
hillR ajpoots,4000 Hindostanees,and 1000 Goorkshs.About 4000 ofthese old soldiersw ere enlisted into the
P unjabIrregularForce,and anequalnum berintotheM ilitary P olice.
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betw een the S ik hs an dthe M ahom edan s of the P un jab — betw een both an dthe people
of H in dostan .The S ik hs learn tw ith n ofeelin g of joy orsym pathy thatthe Kin g of D elhi
hadbeen proclaim edin his oldcapital,an dthatM ahom edan ism w as lik ely ag ain tobe
dom in an tin UpperIn dia.They calledtom in dexcitin g n ation al prophecies,w hich said

thatthe S ik hs w ould som eday stream dow n tothe sack of D elhi;an d the old g reed of
plun der w as rev iv ed stren uously w ithin them .Itm ig htbe better for them ,atfirsts,to
castin theirlotw ith the Ferin g hees w hose hourw ouldcom e soon erorlater;itw as too
soon tostrik e then .There w as som e com fortin this thoug ht.There w as com fort,too,in
the rem em bran ce thatthe P un jab hadbeen disarm ed;thatthe w arlik e population of the
con quered coun try n o ion izer w en taboutw ith sw ords attheir sides,or had firelock s
storedin theirhouses.In all such casesitisprobable thatthe disarm am en tisbutpartial;
forw hilstthe searchin g 's of authority are activ e,m an y im plem en ts of w arare buriedin

the g roun d,or hidden in stack s or thatches,ready to be exhum ed or extracted from
their hidin g -places,if n ecessity for their use should arise.S till the dan g er from that
source— of m an y arm s in the han ds of m en k n ow in g how to use them — thoug h n ot,
perhaps,w holly rem ov ed,hadbeen g reatly dim in ished;an din n um erous in stan ces the
sw ord had been turn ed in to the ploug hshare or the reapin g -hook ,an d soldiers had
settled dow n in tothe peaceful w ays of ag ricultural life.Thatthey feltthe ben efits of a
stron g an da justGov ern m en tafterthe years of un restw hich hadfollow edthe death of

Run jeetS in g h is n ottobe doubted;an d their m artial in stin cts m ig hthav e been dyin g
outun derthe subduin g in fluen cesof a reig n of order.

These circum stan ces w ere tobe coun tedupin ourfav or;an dthere w as on e m ore tobe
addedtothe accoun t.A s the coun try below the S utlej had been w ell-n ig h sw eptof its
m ilitary stren g th to g arrison the P un jab, so also m ig htitbe said thatthe low er
prov in ceshadbeen drain edof the besten erg iesof the political an dciv il bran chesof the
serv ice tog ov ern an dtoadm in isterit.L ordCan n in g ,ev erhopeful an dsan g uin e;an d,

m an ly him self, appreciatin g the pow er of in div idual m an hood in others, look ed
con fiden tly tow ards the coun try in w hich John L aw ren ce an d his lieuten an ts stood
v ig ilan tan dready foraction .Resolute thatthe P un jab shouldin all sen ses be a success,
L ord D alhousie had look ed aroun d him for m en of g ood perform an ce an d of g ood
prom ise,an dthe flow erof the tw oserv icesw asplan tedthere w hen he han dedov erthe
Gov ern m en tof In dia tohis successor.There RobertM on tg om ery an dD on aldM acleod,
afterw ardsChief Rulersof the P rov in ce,filled the places n ext in ran k to the Chief

Com m ission ership. There Thorn ton an d Roberts, B arn es an d Rick etts, of the on e
serv ice— Edw ardes an d N icholson ,B echer an d L ak e,Taylor an d Jam es,of the other,
an d m an y other resolute an d sag acious m en ,w ere teachin g the people torespectan d
lov e them .There,too,w as thatfam ous P un jab Irreg ularForce raisedby the L aw ren ces,
an dcom m an dedby N ev ille Cham berlain ,w ith pick edofficersun derhim — m en such as
Cok e,W ilde,D aly,an d others of the sam e stam p— a force of horse an d foot,train ed
alik e to activ ity an d to en duran ce am idstthe difficulties of a m oun tain fron tier eig ht
hun dred m iles in exten t, an d little lik ely, itw as believ ed, to sym pathies w ith the

P oorbeah reg im en ts of H in dostan . If an yw here throug houtour In dian dom in ion s
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con fiden ce could be placed in the m en w hose lotitw ould be to g rapple w ith the
dan g ers risin g upbefore them ,itw as in the "petprov in ce"of L ordD alhousie.N om an
k n ew better than L ord Can n in g how all m ig htbe lostby in div idual feeblen ess,or all
m ig htbe w on by in div idual stren g th.A ll hadbeen lostatM eerutan dD elhi;buthe had

abun dan tfaith in L aw ren ce an din those w how ork edun derhim in the P un jab;an dat
days passed, an d he learn t, som ew hatslow ly by reason of postal an d teleg raphic
in terruption s,the ev en ts w hich w ere dev elopin g them selv es in thatprov in ce,he felt
m ore an dm ore assuredly thathis con fiden ce w as n otm isplaced.O f these ev en ts In ow
proceedtospeak .

The sum m er heats had driv en S ir John L aw ren ce from L ahore.The ceaseless labor of
years had w eak en ed a robustfram e an d im paired a n aturally stron g con stitution .A

v isittoEn g lan d had been recom m en ded tohim ;butw ith thatg reatlov e of his w ork ,
w hich w as shared by all w ho w ork ed un der him in the P un jab,he w as reluctan tto
leav e the coun try solon g as he coulddohis duty w ith m an ifestadv an tag e tothe S tate.
B uthe hadrecog n izedthe n ecessity of con sen tin g toa com prom ise,an dg oin g outhalf-
w ay tom eetthe urg en cy of the case.308 There w ere cool an dpleasan tplaces w ithin the
ran g e of the g reatprov in ce w hich he adm in istered— places in w hich he m ig htdo his
w ork ,durin g the extrem e heats of the sum m erw eather,w ithoutthe w aste of stren g th,

w hich could n otbe arrested atL ahore.S ohe had been w on t,in the m on th of M ay,to
repairtothe refreshin g slopes of the M urree H ills;an dthitherhe w as this yearboun d,
w hen the firsttidin g s of the disastrous ev en ts atM eerutan d D elhi w ere broug htby
teleg raph to the P un jab.Then he stood fastatRaw ul-P in dee,a spotfrom w hich he
could observ e w ell all thatw as passin g in the P un jab,an d look in g dow n ,as itw ere,
from an em in en ce on the v ariedscen e below ,couldissue m an datestohislieuten an tsall
ov erthe coun try,an dm ak e his presidin g g en ius feltbeyon dthe lim its of the prov in ce
he g ov ern ed.

N extin authority to the Chief Com m ission er w as the Judicial Com m ission er. M r.
RobertM on tg om ery w as a B en g al civ ilian of thirty years stan din g in the serv ice.A
m em berof a g oodIrish P rotestan tfam ily,he hadbeen taug htan ddisciplin edin early
youth atthatschool w hich hadim partedthe rudim en ts of education tothe L aw ren ces.
There,on the ban k s of the Foyle,these youn g con tem porarieshadbecom e fam iliarw ith
the stirrin g w atch-w ords of D erry:"N osurren der!"There,if they didn otacquire m uch

classic lore,they laid broad an d deep the foun dation s of a m an ly character.H ardy,
robust,an dw ell-disciplin ed,they w en tforth in tothe w orldby differen tpaths;buttim e
broug htthe D erry boys ag ain tog ethertositbeside each otheron the sam e B en ch,an d
to learn the sam e g reat lesson s. W hen the L ahore B oard of A dm in istration w as
dissolv ed,H en ry an d John L aw ren ce an d RobertM on tg om ery w ere its m em bers.O n

308
O n the 13th ofM ay,S irJohn L aw rence,in aletterto ColonelEdw ardes,w rote:"Ihave been very unw elland

unabletow rite.T henightbeforelastIputsom eaconiteonm y tem ple.Itisadeadly poison.Inthenightitw orked
intom y eye,andIw asnearly blinded."
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the in stitution of the n ew adm in istrativ e system ,un derthe Chief Com m ission er-shipof
John L aw ren ce,M r.M on tg om ery becam e Judicial Com m ission er.309 There w ere som e
characteristicdifferen ces betw een him an dhis chief;butthey lay m ain ly on the surface.
A n un m istak able ben ev olen ce of aspect,an d a rare g en tlen ess of m an n er,m ig hthav e

led som e tosuppose thathe w as on e m ade toshin e on ly in quiettim es an d in happy
circum stan ces.B utthe g en ial sm ile an dthe k in dly v oice,w hich w on all hearts,den oted
n otthe absen ce of thatresolute w ill an dthatstern courag e w hich spok e outsoplain ly
in the look an d bearin g of the Chief Com m ission er.Iton ly n eeded a g reatoccasion to
show thathe couldbe hardas a rock an dcruel as steel toresistthe oppression s of the
proud,an dtosm ite the persecutors of ourrace.A n dthose w hok n ew him bestsaidof
him thatitw as a fortun ate circum stan ce thatthey hadthen atL ahore,as chief director
of affairs,on e w how as a m an of im pulse,w ith w hom tothin k w as toact,an d w hose

v ery defects,in cludin g a w an tof caution an d circum spection ,w ere of a k in d to be
essen tially serv iceable in such a con jun cture.

The hour of the g reatcrisis foun d M r.M on tg om ery atthe civ il station of A n ark ullee,
situatedatatthe distan ce of a m ile from the P un jabee capital.In the city of L ahore itself
there w as a m ixed population , n um berin g n early a hun dred thousan d, the m ost
n um erous classes bein g S ik hs an dM ahom edan s,m an y of them born soldiers.The Fort,

w hich w as w ithin the w alls of the city,w as g arrison ed by a com pan y of an European
reg im en t,som e details of European A rtillery,an d half a reg im en tof S epoys.These
detachm en ts for g arrison duty w ere reliev ed atfixed in terv als,an d return ed to the
Can ton m en tof M eean -M eer, six m iles from L ahore, w here the g reatbulk of our
m ilitary force w as posted.A tthatstation w ere three reg im en ts of N ativ e In fan try an da
reg im en tof N ativ e Cav alry, w atched by the Eig hty-firstFootan d tw o troops of
European H orse A rtillery. Tw o of the S epoy reg im en ts w ere am on g the m ost
distin g uished in the serv ice. The S ixteen th Gren adiers w as on e of the "beautiful

reg im en ts" w hich had foug htun der N ottag ain stthe A fg han i of Can dahar,an d the
Tw en ty-sixth had don e so w ell un der P ollock ,thatL ord Ellen boroug h had m ade ita
L ig htIn fan try corps.The otherN ativ e reg im en ts w ere the Forty-n in th In fan try an dthe
Eig hth Cav alry. Roug hly com puted, it m ay be said that the N ativ e troops out-
n um beredthe European sasfourtoon e.

O n M on day,the 11th of M ay,itw as k n ow n atL ahore thatthe M eerutreg im en ts had

rev olted.O n the m orn in g of the 12th cam e the still m ore excitin g in tellig en ce thatD elhi
w as in the han ds of the rebels.The trem en dous sig n ifican ce of these tidin g s w as n ot
lik ely tobe un derrated by a m an of M on tg om ery's in tellig en ce an d experien ce.B utit
didn otbew ilderhim fora m om en t.H e saw clearly thatthe safety of In dia depen dedat

309
During the existence of the L ahore Board of Adm inistration,M ontgom ery, w ho w asacivilian of the

T hom asonian school,w ho had graduated in the N orth-W estern P rovinces,concurred in the opinionsand
supported the view sofJohn m ore frequently than those ofHenry L aw rence;but,atalaterperiod,hism easures
both in O ude and the P unjab indicated hism ature acceptance ofthe principlesand policy orthe latter.In no one
havetheN ativearistocracy foundam oregenerousadvocatethaninS irR obertM ontgom ery.
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such a tim e on the salv ation of the P un jab.The P un jab in the han ds of the en em y,an d
all UpperIn dia m ustbe lost.Itw ascertain thatthe g reatarsen al of D elhihadg on e from
us;itw as im possible toexag g erate the helplessn ess of the En g lish if the m ag azin es of
the P un jab an dthe adjacen tterritories w ere alsotobe w restedfrom them .A n y success

on the partof the Reg ularS epoy reg im en ts m ig htstim ulate all the Irreg ularbattalion s
in the P un jab torev olt,an dthis m ig htbe follow edby a risin g of the people.B utitw as
n otequally clear how this g ig an tic ev il w as to be arrested.Un derstan din g w ell the
N ativ e character,M on tg om ery k n ew thatthe S epoy w asn otlesslik ely tobe driv en in to
hostility by his fears than by his resen tm en ts.Itm ig ht,therefore,be the safercourse to
k eepthin g squiet,an dtobetray n osym ptom of suspicion .B ut,on the otherhan d,itw as
im possible toov errate the adv an tag e of strik in g the firstblow .The party thatis firstto
be the party of action hasa double chan ce of success.

B utthe g en eral k n ow ledg e thatthere w as a spiritof m utin y in the B en g al A rm y m ig ht
n othav e in duced the authorities atL ahore to tak e the in itiativ e,an d m ig htn othav e
justifiedthem in doin g it,if there hadbeen n oparticulark n ow ledg e of local disaffection
am on g the P un jabee troops. This k n ow ledg e, how ev er, had been obtain ed. O n a
sug g estion from M r.M on tg om ery,Captain Richard L aw ren ce,Chief of the P olice an d
Thug g ee D epartm en tsin the P un jab,hadcom m ission edthe head-w riterof the Thug g ee

office,a B rahm in of O ude,toascertain the feelin g s an din ten tion s of the L ahore troops.
A fitter ag en tcould n othav e been em ployed,for his w ere both the coun try an d the
caste of the m ostin fluen tial of the P oorbeah S epoys.H e didhis w ork loyally an dw ell.
S crupulous as he w as,on the score of caste,as an y B rahm in in the serv ice,he had n o
sym pathy w ith the treacherous m achin ation s of m en w ho w ere eatin g the saltof the
B ritish Gov ern m en t,an dw ere un derthe k in dly care of its officers;an dhe broug htback
to Richard L aw ren ce,after brief butsatisfyin g in quiry,tidin g s thatthe reg im en ts at
M eean -M eer w ere ripe for rev olt."S ahib," said the faithful B rahm in ,"they are full of
fissad310— they are uptothisin it;"an dhe laidhishan dupon histhroat.Itw asplain that

they w ere on ly w aitin g for in form ation from the coun tries below to break in to open
m utin y.

In this con jun cture M on tg om ery took coun sel w ith his colleag ues— the chief civ ilian s
an d staff-officers atA n ark ullee, w ho assem bled in the house of M acpherson , the
M ilitary S ecretary.They w ere M r.D on ald M acleod,M r.Eg erton ,Colon el O m m an ey,

M r. Roberts, Captain s M acpherson , Richard L aw ren ce, an d W aterloo H utchin son .
There w as an an im ated discussion .M acpherson had already talk ed the m atter ov er
w ith RobertM on tg om ery,an d they had ag reed thatitw ould be expedien ttodepriv e
the S epoys of theiram m un ition .Itw asn ow sug g estedby the form erthatthis shouldbe
don e— thatthe am m un ition shouldbe lodg edin store,an dthatthe reg im en tsshouldbe
toldthat,as they hadobv iously m uch an xiety w ith respecttothe g reasedcartridg es,it
w as the order of the Gov ern m en tthatall g roun d of alarm should be rem ov ed for the

310
S edition.
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presen tby leav in g them w ithoutan y am m un ition atall.O n thisRichardL aw ren ce said,
"I w ould disarm them altog ether;" to w hich M acpherson replied thatitw as scarcely
probable thatthe m ilitary authorities w ould con sen tto such a m easure.A fter som e
furtherdiscussion ,M on tg om ery determ in edthathe an dM acpherson shoulddriv e ov er

tothe m ilitary station an d propose tothe B rig adier,atan y rate,todepriv e the N ativ e
reg im en ts of their am m un ition .In ordin ary course of affairs,the Chief Com m ission er
w ould hav e been con sulted. B ut there w as an in terruption of the teleg raphic
com m un ication betw een L ahore an d Raw ul-P in dee;so the respon sibility of decidin g
upon im m ediate action restedw ith M on tg om ery,an dhe cheerfully un dertook it.

The station of M eean -M eer w as then in m ilitary charg e of B rig adier S tuartCorbett,an
officerof the In dian A rm y,w hohadserv edthe Com pan y forn early forty years,buthad

lostbutlittle of the bodily an dn on e of the m en tal v ig orof hisprim e;an ditw asa happy
circum stan ce thathe had n on e of thatin capacity to g rasp stran g e in ciden ts an d n ew
situation s— n on e of thattim idshrin k in g from respon sibility— w hich is sooften ev in ced
by feeble m in ds,tram m eledby the association sof lon g yearsof con v en tion an droutin e.
A happy circum stan ce,in deed,thattosuch a m an M on tg om ery n ow com m un icatedthe
alarm in g tidin g s w hich hadbeen receiv edfrom M eerutan dD elhi.Corbettsaw aton ce
thatthere w as a pressin g n ecessity forprom ptan dv ig orous action ;an dthoug h,atfirst,

k n ow in g w ell the feelin g s of the officers un derhis com m an d,he couldn otem brace the
boldprojectof disarm in g the troops,he didn othesitate toadoptthe proposal toren der
the N ativ e reg im en ts com parativ ely harm less by the seizure of their am m un ition .B ut,
as the day adv an ced,he beg an todoubtw hetherthe precaution ary m easures on w hich
they hadresolv edin the m orn in g w ouldsuffice forsuch an em erg en cy.S ohe w rote to
M acpherson in brief decided lan g uag e, m ore em phatic than official, sayin g thathe
w ould"g othe w hole hog "an ddisarm the troops altog ether.A n dM on tg om ery readily
con sen tedtothe proposal.311

311
Ithasbeen stated,and upon authority com m only trustw orthy— thatofM r.Cave-Brow ne,in hisvery valuable

w ork,"The Punjab and Delhi in 1857"— thatitw asthe consideration ofam ore pressing localdangerthatcaused
the extrem e m easure ofdisarm ing the troopsto be agreed upon.Itissaid thatintelligence had been received to
the effectthatthe S epoy regim entshad conspired to seizethe fortofL ahore.Itw asgarrisoned,asabove related,
by som e European Infantry and Artillery,and aw ing ofaN ative regim ent.During the first halfofthe m onth of
M ay.theT w enty-sixthw ereongarrisonduty;butonthe15thofthem onththey w eretoberelieved by theForty-
ninth.Anditw asagreedthatthew ingm archingoutand thew ingm archingin— m orethanathousandm eninall—
should turnupon theEuropeansand slay them ;and then,atagiven signalto be seenfrom adistance,the S epoys
at M eean-M eershould rise,m assacre theirofficers,seize the guns,fire the Cantonm ents,and release allthe
prisonersin the gaol. N orw asthe rising to be confined to M eean-M eer.It w asbelieved that at U m ritsur,at
Ferozepore,atP hillour,and Jullundhurthe S epoy regim entsw ere alike prepared to breakinto rebellion,and that
everyw here theirfirst m easure w ould be the seizure ofourm agazines.T he authority forthisstory w asaS ikh
police-officer— said to be am an ofm ore than ordinary intelligence,and ofundoubted loyalty to the British
Governm ent— w hohad com m unicated ittoR ichardL aw rence.Butafteravery searchinginquiry intotheeventsof
that m orning at M eean-M eer,Ihave been com pelled to discard the w hole story,so farat least asconcernsits
alleged effect upon the m indsofM ontgom ery and Corbett,and the consequent disarm ing ofthe troops.M r.
Brow nesaysthatGod'sm ercy inperm ittingthetim ely discovery ofthisplot"alonesaved hundredsfrom thesnare
laid forthem ."Butthere aregrave doubtsasto the existence ofthe plot,and itw asnoteven talked ofuntilafter
the m easure ofdisarm ing the troopshad been agreed upon.W hat R ichard L aw rence,Captain ofP olice,really
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Itw as a bold m easure,an d to be accom plished on ly by secrecy an d sudden n ess.B ut
n either M on tg om ery n or Corbettdoubted for a m om en tthata sin g le w hite reg im en t,
w ith a g ood com plem en tof European A rtillery,resolutely com m an ded an d sk illfully

han dled,couldov eraw e the N ativ e B rig ade,an dforce them tolay dow n theirarm s.A
g en eral parade w as,therefore,orderedforthe follow in g m orn in g .There w asn othin g in
itto in v ite suspicion .Ev erythin g w en ton as usual in Can ton m en ts.A ball w as that
ev en in g tobe g iv en by,the officers of the station toColon el Ken n y an d the officers of
the Eig hty-firstFoot. A ll sug g estion s as to its postpon em en tw ere w isely setaside.
N othin g w as to be don e to excite suspicion . The S epoys of M eean -M eer, an d their
brethren of all classes,w ere tosee thatthe En g lish w ere feastin g an d dan cin g in total
un con cern ,as ev er con scious of their stren g th an d con fiden tin their security.S o the

room s of the A rtillery M ess-H ouse w ere lig hted up atthe appoin ted tim e;an d hosts
an d g uests assem bled as thoug h ben ton ly on the en joym en tof the hour.A few there
k n ew w hatw as com in g in the m orn in g , an d others had a v ag ue im pression of an
im pen din g dan g er— an approachin g crisis— thatm ig htturn thatg aily decorated ball-
room in toa g rim battle-field.S om e v ag ue reports passedfrom on e toan otheraboutthe
m uster of w hich they had read in the order-book ;an d the m ore suspicious w ere w ell
pleased tothin k thatthey could lay their han ds upon their sw ords in a m om en t.The

g reater n um ber n either k n ew n or suspected, butg rum bled, sayin g thatitw as an
in con siderate an dun k in dly thin g atbesttoordera g en eral parade forthe m orn in g after
a ball.A n dsothey dan cedon in tothe sm all hours of the m orn in g ,an dsaw theirw iv es
an d daug hters hom e,as thoug h there w ere n othin g to disturb the sm ooth surface of
ordin ary ev en ts.The N ativ e sen triespostedhere an dthere in Can ton m en tssaw n othin g
in the m ov em en ts of the En g lish toin disate an xiety or m istrust.If the S epoys had,as
w as alleg ed,really plan n ed the destruction of the En g lish atM eean -M eer,they m ust
hav e rejoiced in the thoug htthattheir v ictim s,utterly reg ardless of their doom ,w ere

g oin g blin dfoldtothe sham bles.

B utw hen the hours of m orn in g -dark n essw ere past,an dday haddaw n edupon M eean -
M eer, other thoug hts than these took possession of the S epoy m in d. The B rig ade
assem bledon the parade-g roun d.There w as n othin g peculiarin the appearan ce of that
assem bly,exceptthatM on tg om ery,Roberts,an d others of the chief civ il officers from
A n ark ullee,w ere tobe seen m oun tedon the g roun d.312 Ev ery soldierobeyedthe orders

thatw ere issuedtohim .The reg im en ts w ere draw n up in lin e of con tig uous colum n s.
The A rtillery an d Eig hty-first(n otn um berin g m ore than tw o hun dred an d fifty m en )
w ere on the rig ht,the N ativ e Cav alry on the left,an d the In fan try reg im en ts in the
cen tre;the w hite m en appearin g as a m ere dotbeside the lon g lin e of the black s.A tthe

ascertained,at M ontgom ery'ssuggestion,w asthat w hich isstated in the text. And it isthe belief both of
M ontgom ery and R ichard L aw rence,asnow before m e undertheirow n hands,that no new inform ation ofany
kindcausedCorbetttoadopttheboldercourse.

312
T hey hadriddenoverfrom Anarkulleeinthem orning.Itappearsthatthey w erenotattheball
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headof each reg im en tw as readaloudthe Gov ern m en torderdisban din g the m utin ous
Thirty-fourth atB arrack pore.These form al proceedin g sov er,the seriousbusin essof the
m orn in g com m en ced.The N ativ e reg im en ts w ere ordered tochan g e fron ttothe rear,
an d atthe sam e tim e the Eig hty-firstalsochan g ed fron t,soas toface the S epoys;the

A rtillery,then in the rear,loadin g theirg un sun seen by the N ativ e reg im en t.W hen this
m an euv er,w hich seem edw hilstin execution tobe on ly a partof the B rig ade exercise of
the m orn in g ,hadbeen accom plished,a staff office;L ieuten an tM ocatta,A djutan tof the
Tw en ty-sixth Reg im en t,w hocould speak the N ativ e lan g uag es fluen tly an d correctly,
w as orderedforw ardby the B rig adiertoreadhis address tothe S epoys.H e diditw ell,
in a clear loud v oice,explain in g to them thatn ow ,a m utin ous spirithav in g ev in ced
itself in otherreg im en ts,an dbroug htm an y g oodsoldiers tocertain destruction ,itw as
betterthatthe distin g uishedreg im en ts atM eean -M eer,w hich haddon e som uch g ood

serv ice to the S tate, should place them selv es beyon d the reach of tem ptation by
surren derin g all m ean sof offen ce;sothey w ere orderedto— "P ile arm s."

W hilstthis address w as bein g deliv ered to the S epoys,the Eig hty-firstfell back by
subdiv ision s betw een the g un s;an dw hen the w ordw as g iv en topile arm s,the N ativ e
reg im en ts foun d them selv es face to face w ith a lon g lin e of A rtillery,an d a row of
lig hted portfires in the han ds of the En g lish g un n ers.A tthe sam e tim e the v oice of

Colon el Ren n y run g outclearly w ith the com m an d,"Eig hty-first,load!"an dthen there
w as the rattle of the ram rod;w hich told thatthere w as death in ev ery piece.For a
m in ute the Gren adiers had hesitated toobey the order;butthus con fron ted,they saw
thattoresistw ouldbe tocourtin stan tdestruction ;sothey sullen ly resig n edthem selv es
to their fate,an d piled their m usk ets to the w ord of com m an d,w hilstthe Cav alry
un clasped their belts an d laid their sabres on the g roun d.The Eig hty-firstthen cam e
forw ardan drem ov edthe arm s,forw hich a larg e n um berof cartsw ere w aitin g n earthe
parade-g roun ds,an d the S epoys w en tbaffled an d harm less to their L in es.313 Itw as a

g reatdesig n executed w ith con sum m ate sk ill;an d if by a firstblow a battle w as ev er
w on , the battle of the P un jab w as foug htan d w on thatm orn in g by M on tg om ery,
Corbett,an dRen n y.B utthisbloodlessv ictory atM eean -M eerw as n otthe w hole of that
m orn in g 's w ork .W hilst,the parade w as bein g held,three com pan ies of the Eig hty-first
w ere m archin g toL ahore tosecure the Fort.A w in g of the Tw en ty-sixth S epoys w as on
g arrison duty there.Itw asyetw an tin g tw odaysof the com pletion of theirtourof duty;
an d un less they w on dered w hy n on e of their officers w ere dan cin g atM eean -M eer,

there w as n othin g tocreate suspicion thatthere w as an ythin g un w on tedin the air.B ut
w hen sudden ly, a little w hile after sun rise, n ew s cam e thatthe European s w ere
m archin g on the Fort,they saw aton ce thatw hatev erplots w ere tohav e been actedout
on the 15th,they had been discov ered,an d thatthe g am e w as altog ether lost.Colon el
S m ith,w ith histhree com pan ies,m archedin tothe Fort.The S epoysw ere orderedtolay
dow n theirarm s.Resistan ce w ashopeless,an dthey obeyedtoa m an .The com pan iesof
the Eig hty-firstw ere then toldoff totheirv arious duties,an dthe S epoys w ere m arched

313
T hearm sw eretakenunderaguardoftheEighty-firsttotheL ahoreFort.



A History of the Sepoy War in India. 1857-1858 - Volume II , Copyright © www.sanipanhwar.com 237

to M eean -M eer,crest-fallen an d dispirited,there to learn the history of the ev en tful
parade of the m orn in g .They foun d the place bristlin g w ith the bayon ets on ly of the
w hite m en .European picquets an d sen tries w ere posted ev eryw here.A rran g em en ts
w ere bein g m ade to secure the safety of the w om en an d children in the En g lish

barrack s,an d m essen g ers w ere speedin g todifferen tparts of the coun try tow arn our
coun trym en of the dan g erw ith w hich they w ere threaten ed.

Tosecure the safety of on e poin t,althoug h thaton e poin tw ere the g reatcapital of the
P un jab,had n otbeen ,on that12th of M ay,the sole objectof M on tg om ery's exertion s.
W ith a stron g European B rig ade,H orse,Foot,an d A rtillery,the authorities atM eerut
S hadrefusedtodiv ide theirforce,an dhadlook edon ly tothe safety of the station .B ut
atL ahore,w ith on ly on e reg im en tof En g lish In fan try an da few En g lish g un n ers,in the

face of a still larg erbody of N ativ e troops,M on tg om ery took a com prehen siv e v iew of
all surroun din g dan g ers,an dturn edthe scan ty m ean s athis disposal tolarg eraccoun t
than m ostm en w ouldhav e deem edpossible.B utitw as his g oodfortun e tofin din the
m ilitary chief a k in dredspirit,an dtom eetw ith ready respon se toall his sug g estion s.If
atthattim e there hadbeen ,on the partof the m ilitary,an y om in ous shak in g s of heads
an d feeble w rin g in g s of han ds,all w ould hav e been lost.B utto Corbettan d Ren n y
n othin g seem ed im possible. W ith the perilous w ork before them of disarm in g the

M eean -M eer troops,they had sen toff three com pan ies of their on e w hite reg im en tto
L ahore;butthe crisis w as on e w hich dem an ded ev en further sacrifice of im m ediate
stren g th.Itw as certain thatthere w as m uch tobe don e w ith sm all m ean s;butitis in
such darin g an d such doin g thatg reatn ess con sists.A n other com pan y of the Eig hty-
firstw as dispatched in N ativ e carriag es,hastily collected,toafford succour toan other
place w hich seem edtobe g irtw ith dan g er.

The fortress of Gov in dg hur,w hich lies som e thirty m iles from L ahore,is the m ilitary

stron g hold of the g reatcity of Um ritsur, the spiritual capital of the P un jab— a city
in v ested in the m in ds of the S ik h people w ith the holiestassociation s. In n o place
throug houtthe P un jab w as the in fluen ce of the priesthoodsopow erful;in n oplace had
the spiritof n ation ality solarg ely surv iv edthe subjug ation of the people.There the S ik h
in habitan ts w ere m ore lik ely torise than in an y partof the coun try;an dtothatcen tre,
m ore than toan y otherpoin t,w ere the S ik hs lik ely toturn theireyes fora g iv en sig n al
of g en eral in surrection . From the first m om en t, M on tg om ery had recog n ized the

param oun tim portan ce of securin g the Fortan dov eraw in g the city.O n the m orn in g of
the 12th,w ith the D elhi teleg ram s before him ,he had w ritten toM r.Cooper,D eputy
Com m ission er,adv isin g him of w hathad happen ed below ,tellin g him thatatL ahore
they m ig hthav e tofig htfortheirliv es,an durg in g upon him the im m ediate n ecessity of
"carin g for Gov in dg hur.","Iw ould adv ise," he said,"ev ery precaution bein g adopted
beforehan d,soastobe ready in case of a row .You shall hav e the bestin form ation of all
thatis g oin g on ,an dthe m ore quietly w e m ov e the better.D on otalarm the S epoys by
an y prev ious acts,butk eep the strictestw atch on them ;an d the feelin g s of the city

should be ascertain ed by ev ery source atyour com m an d.O pen com m un ication w ith
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Jullun dhur,an d fin d outw hatis g oin g on there.M y adv ice is to be fully aliv e an d
aw ak e,an dpreparedforthe w orst,w ithoutcreatin g an y alarm by an y open act.If the
troops should rise,you hav e the Forttog oto,an d can defen d yourselv es."A n d these
stirrin g w ordsw ere addressedtoa lieuten an tw orthy of hischief.M r.Cooperw as n ota

m an tobe appalledby an y dan g er;an dun derhim ag ain there w as an otherciv il officer,
M r.M acn ag hten ,A ssistan tCom m ission er,equally ripe for an y hazardous en terprise
thatm ig htfall in the w ay of hisduty.

Cool an d collected,an d fertile in resources an d expedien ts,these tw o n ow bethoug ht
them selv es of turn in g tothe bestaccoun tev ery possible circum stan ce thatw as in their
fav or.The reportatUm ritsur w as thatthe disarm ed S epoys from M eean -M eer w ere
com in g in a body tohelp the reg im en ts atthe form erplace toseize upon Gov in dg hur.

The fortress w as g arrison ed m ain ly by S epoy troops.The on ly European s w ere the
g un n ers of a w eak com pan y of A rtillery.There w as,how ev er,in the Can ton m en ta
horse-battery,un der Captain W addy,m an n ed by w hite soldiers,an d this w as n ow
rem ov ed in to the Fort.Cooper,w ith a party of Irreg ular horsem en an d som e faithful
S ik hs,took postopposite the Fortg ates,w hilstM acn ag hten w en touton the L ahore
road to raise a body of v illag ers to in terceptthe adv an ce of the rebel S epoys. The
ag ricultural com m un ities w ere k n ow n to be on our side. They w ere in a state of

un exam pled prosperity.There had been on e of the richestharv ests k n ow n for years.
M an y of the peasan try w ere hardy Jat cultiv ators, w ith n o sym pathetic lean in g s
tow ards the S epoys from H in dostan .They prom ptly respon dedtothe call,an darm in g
them selv es w ith w hatsoev er w eapon s they could seize— perhaps on ly the im plem en ts
of their callin g — w en tforth to form a liv in g barrier ag ain stthe w av e of in surrection
w hich,itw as believ ed,w as pourin g in from L ahore.B utsafety,n otdan g er,w as on the
road. A boutm idn ig ht, a n oise as of a com in g m ultitude w as heard. M acn ag hten
m ustered his v illag ers, an d form ed across the hig hw ay a sturdy ram partof carts,

behin dw hich they aw aitedthe approach of the en em y.B utthey foun dthem selv es face
toface w ith a m ostw elcom e arriv al of frien ds.Itw as the com pan y of the Eig hty-first,
un der Chichester,thathad been sen tto the relief of Gov in dg hur.B efore daylig htthe
relief had.been accom plished,an dthe fortressw assafe.

S o,for the tim e,by the exertion s of M on tg om ery an d Corbett,an d those w how ork ed
un derthem ,the tw og reatcities of L ahore an dUm ritsurw ere placedbeyon dthe reach

of im m ediate dan g er.B y prom ptan d un expected m ov em en ts on the partof B ritish
authority,the rev oltof the S epoys hadbeen paralyzedin the v ery hourof its birth,an d
on the spotsm ostfav orable toits v ig orousdev elopm en t.B utthere w ere otherplaces,at
n o g reatdistan ce, w hich, althoug h of far less political im portan ce, sug g ested g rav e
doubts an d an xieties to our chiefs;an d M on tg om ery,therefore,on the sam e day sen t
expreses toall the prin cipal civ il officers in the P un jab,bearin g copies of a con fiden tial
circularletter,in w hich they w ere in form edof w hathadtak en place,an dw arn edtobe
in readin ess to actprom ptly an d v ig orously in the ev en tof an em erg en cy, butto

m ain tain outw ardcalm n ess an dquietude in the face of dan g er— tobe fully aliv e tothe
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m ag n itude of the crisis,buttobetray n osym ptom of alarm orexcitem en t.In struction s
w ere issued for the safe custody of the Treasuries,for the stren g then in g of the S ik h
P olice,an dforthe deten tion of all S epoy letters;an diten dedw ith the assurin g w ords:
"Ihav e full relian ce on yourzeal an ddiscretion ."

There w ere tw oplaces,especially,w hich itw as m ostim portan ttosecure,on accoun tof
the m ilitary resources they con tain ed.A tFerozepore an dP hillourw ere larg e quan tities
of m un ition s of w ar,w ith butfew European troops todefen dthe m ag azin esag ain stthe
too probable assaults of the S epoy's. A tthe form er place w ere an arsen al an d a
m ag azin e of con siderable dim en sion s— the larg estin thatpartof In dia.Tw oreg im en ts
of N ativ e In fan try an da reg im en tof N ativ e Cav alry w ere postedthere,an dthe tem per
atleastof on e of the reg im en ts w as m ore than suspected.A ppearan ces,how ev er,w ere

less form idable than at M eean -M eer, for the European stren g th w as g reater in
proportion tothe S epoy force.The S ixty-firstQ ueen 's w as can ton edatFerozepore,an d
there alsow ere tw ocom pan ies of European A rtillery.The station w as com m an dedby
B rig adierIn n es,an oldS epoy officerof g oodrepute;buthe laboredatthattim e un der
the disadv an tag e of bein g a stran g er.H e had arriv ed totak e com m an d of the brig ade
on ly on the m orn in g of the 11th.O n the follow in g n ig htn ew s cam e from L ahore that
the S epoys in M eerutan d D elhi had risen ,an d the B rig adier w as in form ed thatthe

N ativ e troops atL ahore w ere to be disarm ed on the follow in g day.O n the 13th the
B rig adier,an xioustodiscern forhim self the bearin g of hism en ,helda m orn in g parade.
Their dem ean or w as n oten courag in g .If there w ere n othin g open ly defian tin their
m an n er, there w as an absen ce of that easy, careless, un occupied look w hich
characterizesthe S epoy in quiettim es.Itw asplain thatsom ethin g w ascom in g .

The parade dism issed, B rig adier In n es called a Coun cil of W ar. The m em bers
sum m on ed w ere the prin cipal political officers, the Com m an dan ts of the sev eral

reg im en ts,an dthe Com m issary of O rdn an ce.There w as n oattem pttoobscure the fact
thatthe tem per of the S epoys w as m ostsuspicious,an d thatthe safety of the station
depen dedon prom ptan dv ig orousaction .In stan tly todisarm the N ativ e reg im en tsin a
body w as n otheldtobe a m easure thatcouldbe attem ptedw ithoutdan g er;w hy is n ot
v ery clear.S o itw as determ in ed to div ide them — a poor half-m easure,w hich could
scarcely be crow n edw ith success— an dtodisarm them separately on the m orrow .B ut
the m orrow of v ig orous action n ev er com es.The m an for a crisis is he w hok n ow s n o

m orrow ,butis resolute to strik e today.The reg im en ts w ere paraded separately,an d
m arched off to differen tcam pin g -g roun ds ata distan ce from their L in es.The Fifty-
sev en th quietly obeyedorders,an dbiv ouack edon theirallottedspace forthe n ig ht.The
Forty-fifth,w how ere m archedthroug h the g reatB azaar,lostthere the little loyalty that
w as leftin them ;for am on g the buyers an dthe sellers w ere scatterers of sedition ,an d
spark s flew aboutev eryw here tobrin g on a g reatexplosion .Ithappen ed,too,thatas
they w en tthe S epoys caug htsig htof the European soldiery, an d, believ in g thata
hostile m ov em en tw as in ten ded, raised a cry thatthere w as treachery abroad, an d
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n um bers of them fell out,loadedtheirm usk ets,an dm ade a rush forthe m ag azin e.The
restm archedon totheircam pin g -g roun d.

The outerdefen sesof the m ag azin e w ere in a state tofav orthe in g ressof the m utin eers.

The ditch w as filled up,an d the w alls w ere in ruin s;so the S epoys of the Forty-fifth
w ere soon w ithin the so-called en tren chm en ts. B ut the m ag azin e itself w as less
assailable,foritw as protectedby a hig h w all,an dthe on ly en tran ce w as defen dedby a
g uard of Redm on d's European s. The S epoys w ithin did their bestto assisttheir
com rades w ith scalin g -ladders;314 butthe En g lish soldiery w ere m ore than a m atch for
the m utin eers w ithin an d w ithout.The form er w ere seized an d disarm ed;the latter
w ere driv en back ,butn otbefore Redm on dhim self hadbeen w oun ded.The m ag azin e
w as thus sav ed,an dthree m ore com pan ies of the S ixty-firsthav in g been throw n in toit,

its security w as established.B utto sav e the m ag azin e w as in effectto sacrifice the
Can ton m en t.W ith sosm all a body of European troops,itw as im possible todefen don e
partw ithoutexposin g an other. The v ery div ision of the S epoys, w hich had been
thoug htan elem en tof stren g th,w asin resulton ly a source of difficulty an ddan g er.The
rem ain in g com pan ies of the S ixty-first, m en aced on both sides, could do little or
n othin g tosav e the Can ton m en t.For the g reatB azaar poured fourth its m ultitudes to
plun der an d destroy.The bun g alow s of the European officers,the m ess-houses,the

churches,P rotestan tan d Catholic,w ere sack ed an d fired.The n ig htw as a n ig htof
terror;butthe fam ilies of the En g lish officersw ere safe in the barrack s of the S ixty-first,
an dthe fury of the assailan tsdidn otfall on ourdefen selesspeople.

M ean w hile the Fifty-sev en th had rem ain ed in activ e on their cam pin g -g roun d, an d
w hen m orn in g daw n ed itw as foun d thatthere had been butfew deserters. The
B rig adier,therefore,declaredthathe w ouldreg ardthem asloyal soldiers,if they w ould
lay dow n their arm s in the European L in es. The L ig htCom pan y m arched in w ith

apparen tw illin g n ess;butas the others w ere follow in g ,they saw a m ov em en tof the
S ixty-first,directedag ain stsom e m en of the Forty-fifth,w hohadbeen tam perin g w ith
their m ore loyal com rades,an d believ in g thatthe L ig htCom pan y had been trapped,
they brok e in dism ay an d fled across the plain .A fter som e tim e the efforts of their
officers to dispel the fear w hich had seized them w ere successful, an d they w ere
broug htback ag ain to their cam pin g -g roun d. L ittle by little, as the day adv an ced,
con fiden ce w as restored;an dbefore n ig ht-fall they hadbeen m archedtothe European

barrack s,an d had surren dered their arm s an d the colors of their reg im en t.B utthe
S epoys of the Forty-fifth w ere still roam in g aboutthe station . defian tan d ripe for
m ischief;an din the m orn in g there w asa reportthatthe m utin eersin ten dedtoseize the
reg im en tal m ag azin es. To rem ov e the am m un ition in to the g en eral m ag azin e w as
im possible; so the B rig adier determ in ed to destroy it. Tw o loud explosion s w ere

314
BrigadierInnessaysthatS epoysofthe Forty-fifth "m ade arash atthe internm entsw ith the scaling-ladders,

w hichm usthavebeenpreviously prepared."
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presen tly heard,an d itw as k n ow n thatthe m ag azin es of the Forty-fifth an d Fifty-
sev en th hadbeen blow n in tothe air.

There w as n ow n othin g left for the Forty-fifth but flig ht. Their com rades w ere

disarm ed.Their am m un ition w as destroyed.The European s w ere n ow com parativ ely
free to act,an d the troopers of the Ten th Cav alry had n otyetdraw n a sabre ag ain st
their officers.The chan ces,therefore,w ere all ag ain stthe S epoys;so they took their
colors,an d turn ed their faces tow ards D elhi.A n d then ,for the firsttim e,a spasm of
en erg y seizedupon the B rig adier.S om e com pan ies of the S ixty-first,w ith tw og un s of
the horse-battery,w en tin pursuit,an d then tw osquadron s of the Ten th Cav alry took
up the w ork of the tired footm en , an d w ith M ajor M arsden , the D eputy
Com m ission er— a dashin g officer an d a bold rider— drov e them som e tw elv e m iles

from Ferozepore,an dscatteredthem ov erthe coun try,till they threw aw ay theirarm s
an d colors,an d hid them selv es in v illag es orcrouched in the jun g le.S om e w ere tak en
prison ers by theirpursuers,som e w ere g iv en upby the v illag ers;butitis believ edthat
som e alsosucceededin join in g the S epoy force w ithin the w allsof D elhi.

The g reatm ag azin e of Ferozepore had been sav ed; butthere w as n o luster in the
achiev em en t.The B ritish hadn othin g on w hich tocon g ratulate them selv es butthe bare

fact.The factw as on e of larg e proportion s,for the loss of such supplies of ordn an ce
stores an d their g ain to the en em y w ould hav e w eak en ed our m ean s of offen ce,an d
m ade the w ork of re-con questfar slow er an d m ore difficult.315 B utw hen w e thin k of
w hatCorbetthaddon e w ith his on e w eak reg im en tatM eean -M eerag ain sta farlarg er
body of S epoys,w e m arv el an dare m ortifiedas w e dw ell upon the recordof ev en ts at
Ferozepore. The S ixty-first, supported by the A rtillery, could hav e don e w hatthe
Eig hty-first had been doin g , an d m ig ht hav e sav ed the Can ton m en t. B ut In n es,
shrin k in g from respon sibility,resortedtohalf-m easures,an daccom plishedon ly a half-

success.W e m ustn ot,how ev er,judg e him toosev erely.H e didatleastasm uch asm ost
N ativ e In fan try officers,accustom ed on ly to the routin e of quiettim es,the harn ess of
the reg ulation s,an dthe suprem acy of the A djutan t-Gen eral's office,w ouldhav e don e,
an din deedafterw ards did,w hen sudden ly broug htface toface w ith a g reatan dtryin g
em erg en cy.P erhaps itis less stran g e thathe on ly half succeeded,than thathe did n ot
fail outrig ht.

There w as yetan other place of g reatm ilitary im portan ce,the seizure of w hich w as
supposedtoform partof the firstg reatg roupof m easures desig n edforthe subv ersion
of B ritish authority in the P un jab,an dw hich itw as,therefore,of the utm ostm om en tto
secure.This w as the Fortof P hillour,lyin g betw een Jullun dhuran dL oodhian ah,on the
g reathig h roadtoD elhi.Ithadbeen describedasthe "k ey of the P un jab;"but,lik e other

315
M r.Cave-Brow ne says:"T hus,although the Cantonm enthad to som e extent been sacrificed,there w asthe

consolationofknow ingthem agazinew assaved.Haditfallenintothehandsofthem utineers,w ithitspilesofshot
and shells,itspitsofgunpow der,and itsw ell-stored arm ory,Delhihad not been re-w on underfourtim esfour
m onths."
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k eys of the sam e k in d,itw as by n om ean s in safe k eepin g .A con siderable arsen al w as
plan ted there,butthere w ere n o European troops to protectit.W hen the day's w ork
w as don e,an dthe O rdn an ce Com m issariatofficers hadg on e totheirhom es,there w as
n ota w hite face tobe seen in the Fort.The S epoys of the ThirdIn fan try g arrison edthe

place an d occupiedthe adjacen tCan ton m en t.A ta distan ce of som e tw en ty-four m iles
w asthe m ilitary station of Jullun dhur,w here the Eig hth Q ueen 's w ere posted,w ith tw o
N ativ e In fan try reg im en ts,a reg im en tof N ativ e Cav alry,an d a proportion ate force of
A rtillery.The In fan try reg im en ts — the Thirty-sixth an dthe S ixty-first— w ere k n ow n to
be tain ted.They had been in recen tcon tactw ith corps w hich had already brok en in to
rebellion .Thatthese Jullun dhur reg im en ts had,in con certw ith the Third,plotted the
seizure of the Fortof P hillour,w ith its g un s an d stores,w as believ ed,if itw as n ot
prov ed to be a fact;an d on ly prom ptaction could av ertthe threaten ed disaster.The

w ork to be don e w as v ery m uch the sam e w ork as had been so successfully
accom plished atM eean -M eer,an d w ith the sam e m ean s.The European reg im en tan d
the A rtillery m ig hthav e disarm edthe S epoysan dsecuredthe Fortof P hillour.

The brig ade w as un der the com m an d of B rig adier John ston e,a Q ueen 's officer of the
reg ulation pattern .H e w asabsen tfrom Jullun dhurw hen n ew scam e of the g reatev en ts
atM eerutan d D elhi,an d Colon el H artley,of the Eig hth Q ueen 's,w as in tem porary

com m an d of the force.O n the 11th,the firstv ag ue tidin g s of disaster w ere passin g
alon g the teleg raph w ires throug h Jullun dhur toL ahore.N oaction w as tak en on that
day;the story m ig htbe exag g erated;itm ig ht,therefore,be better to"w aitfor further
in form ation ."N extday all doubtw as rem ov ed,an dColon el H artley took coun sel w ith
the chief civ il an d m ilitary officers atthe station .Itw as plain toev eryon e that.,as an
essen tial m easure of security,P hillour m ustbe occupied by European troops.It.w as
ag reed,therefore,thata detachm en tof the Eig hth should be sen toff secretly un der
cov er of the n ig ht.O ther m easures of precaution w ere to be tak en .The g un s,duly

cov ered by European detachm en ts, w ere to be posted so as to sw eep the parade-
g roun ds of the N ativ e troops, an d the g un n ers w ere to be alw ays attheir posts.
European s from O lphert's316 troop of H orse A rtillery w ere toactas Cav alry an dpatrol
the station .The ladies an d children w ere placed either in the Royal B arrack s or in the
A rtillery schoolroom an dlibrary.Ev ery officerin the Can ton m en tw as con stan tly alert,
day an dn ig ht,in case of the an ticipatedsurprise;an dasitw asexpectedthatthe N ativ e
Cav alry troopers w ould m ak e a rush upon the g un s,heaps of ston es w ere scattered

aboutsoas toim pede the adv an ce of the horsem en ,an dtothrow them in tocon fusion
w hilstour g rape-shotw as actin g upon them .B utw ith these defen siv e m easures our
action ceased.If there w as an y thoug htof strik in g the arm s from the han ds of the
N ativ e soldiery it w as speedily aban don ed. The reason g iv en is, that in the
n eig hborhood of Jullun dhur w ere sev eral sm aller station s occupied on ly by S epoy
troops, an d that if the reg im en ts there had been disarm ed, their com rades at
H osheyapore, Kan g ra, N oorpoor, an d P hillour w ould hav e risen ag ain st their

316
Henry O lphertsoftheBengalArtillery— cousinofW illiam O lphertsofthesam ecorps,thenserving atBenares.
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defen seless officers atthose places,an d w ould hav e stream ed dow n upon Jullun dhur,
recov eredthe arm sof the reg im en tsthere,an dsetthe w hole coun try in a blaze.

M ean w hile,atP hillour,on the 12th of M ay,the A rtillery S ubaltern Griffith,w ho,as an

A ssistan tCom m issary of O rdn an ce,w as in charg e of the m ag azin e,w as doin g all that
resolute m an hoodcoulddotoprotectthe precious charg e con fidedtohim .In tellig en ce
of the outbreak hadbeen broug htby an officerof the Teleg raph D epartm en t,w hocam e
laden w ith helpin the shape of the n ecessary apparatus toplace the in teriorof the Fort
in directcom m un ication w ith Jullun dhur.In the course of a few hours this w as don e,
an da m essag e cam e rig htin toGriffith'spriv ate office-room ,in form in g him thatsuccors
w ere on their w ay.H opefully, cheerfully, the A rtillery S ubaltern then , w ith a little
han dful of European s attached to the m ag azin e, addressed him self to the w ork of

holdin g the Fortdurin g the critical hours of the dark n ess.A tsun setthe g ates w ere
closed.A g un w as broug htdow n to the g atew ay,an d all throug h the n ig htthe little
party of En g lishm en k eptg uard,reliev in g each otherw ith ready portfire,an dk eepin g
w atch from the ram parts to catch the firstsoun d of an y com m otion in Can ton m en ts
w hich m ig htin dicate thatthe S epoys hadrisen .B utall w as quietin the station ,an dall
w as quietw ithin the Fort.The S epoys of the Third w ere n otyetready.The appoin ted
hour of rev olthad n otcom e.S o the n ig htpassed,an d the day daw n ed;butere the

daw n hadcom e the look ed-fordeliv eran ce w asathan d.A hun dredan dfifty m en of the
Eig hth Foot.tw oH orse A rtillery g un s,an da party of P un jabee H orse,appearedun der
the w allsof the Fort.The g ate w asthrow n open .The reliev in g force m archedin ;an d,to
the dism ay of the S epoys,European sen triesw ere postedev eryw here in theirplace,an d
the arsen al of P hillourw as sav ed.Itw as truly a g ood n ig ht's w ork ;for the Fortm ig ht
hav e becom e the rallyin g -place of all the m utin ousreg im en tsin thatpartof the coun try,
an ditw as preserv ed,as has been already show n ,tobe of im m en se im portan ce tous in
oursubsequen tretributory operation s.
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CHAPTER II.

PESHAWUR - INTERNAL AND EXTERNAL DANGERS - THE CIVIL
AND MILITARY AUTHORITIES - EDWARDES - NICHOLSON -
COTTON - CHAMBERLAIN - THE COUNCIL AT PESHAWUR -

ARRANGEMENTS FOR A MOVABLE COLUMN - SIR JOHN
LAWRENCE AT RAWUL-PINDEE - DESPATCH OF TROOPS TO

DELHI - THE MARCH OF THE GUIDE CORPS.

B UT the place tow hich,of all the m ilitary station s in the P un jab,the thoug hts of m en
w ere turn ed atthis tim e w ith the deepestin terest,w as the fron tier-postof P eshaw ur.
There,in M ay,1857,w as a stron g defen siv e force of all arm s— the N ativ e troops g reatly
outn um berin g the European s. There w ere tw o reg im en ts of Q ueen 's troops, w ith
A rtillery, horse an d foot, the w hole, perhaps, am oun tin g to little m ore than tw o

thousan d m en ,w hilstthe N ativ e troops m ig htbe coun ted up atn early four tim es the
n um ber.In the n eig hborhood,atN ow shera an dH ote-M urdan ,w ere othercom pon en ts
of the brig ade,plan ted in the P eshaw ur V alley.A tthe form er place w ere the Tw en ty-
sev en th Foot,n early a thousan dstron g ,an datthe latterw as the fam ous Guide Corps,
un der Captain D aly,w hich,thoug h recruited in the coun try,w as believ ed to be as
staun ch as if ev ery soldierw ere an E n g lish yeom an .Coun tin g upall the com pon en ts of
the brig ade in the v alley, itm ay be said, in roun d n um bers, thatthere w ere tw o
thousan d fiv e hun dred European s an d ten thousan d N ativ es,an d thaton ly a tithe of

the lattercouldbe trustedby theirEn g lish officers.

These w ere heav y odds ag ain stus;butthey did n otcon stitute the m ain sources of
dan g er.If the B ritish troopsw ere free toactag ain stthe m utin ousS epoys,there couldbe
little doubtthat,w ell han dled,they coulddispose of all com ers.B utbeyon dthe fron tier,
asIhav e already briefly said,w ere otherg reatan dim m in en tperils.If the A fg han tribes
occupyin g the passes beyon d P eshaw ur— the A fredis,the Eusofzyes,the M ohm un ds,

an d other w ild clan s,w hom w e had been en deav orin g to reclaim from their law less
habits,an dn otw holly w ithoutsuccess— hadbeen in cited,partly in the in terests of the
faith an d partly in the in terests of plun der,to pour dow n upon us a g reatm ass of
hum an ity, predatory an d fan atic, w e m ig hthav e been sim ply ov erw helm ed by the
eruption .O ur En g lish m an hood could n othav e sustain ed the burden of the double
calam ity,if the in tern al an dextern al en em y hadrisen ag ain stusatthe sam e tim e.

A n d the extern al en em y,w hich m ig htin such a crisis hav e risen ag ain stus,w as n ot

m erely a g atherin g of these barbarous m oun tain tribes.B eyon d the passes w ere the
A fg han s of Caubul an d Can dahar. The frien dship of D ost M ahom ad had been
purchasedby ourB ritish g old,buthe hadn ev erceasedtodeplore the dism em berm en t
of his em pire by the S ik hs;he had n ev er ceased to han k er after the recov ery of the
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P eshaw urV alley,n ow partof a B ritish prov in ce by the in tellig ible rig htof con quest.For
this he hadalready risk edm uch— forthis he m ig htrisk m uch m ore.This eag erlon g in g
afterP eshaw urhas been describedas the m adn ess of a life.Itm ig ht,atsuch a tim e as
this, be stron g er than the teachin g s of ex perien ce— stron g er than the dictates of

sag acity— stron g erev en than the g reatn ation al av arice w hich w as burn in g w ithin him .
Itw as difficultto feel an y con fiden ce in his forbearan ce atsuch a tim e. A w ell-
dev eloped m utin y of the S epoy troops in the P eshaw ur V alley w ould afford such an
opportun ity as m ig htn ev er arise ag ain in the history of the n ation .The form idable
B ritish force w hich g uardedthe fron tierw ouldthen be as a chain edg ian t,pow erless to
resista foreig n in v asion .If then the A m eerw ere toraise the g reen stan dardan dtocall
upon the chiefs an d people of A fg han istan ,in the n am e of the g reatprophet,topour
dow n upon the Ferin g hees,w hoin days pasthadsohum iliatedthem — w hohadrooted

uptheirv in es an ddestroyedtheirorchards,an dsettheirm ark upon the capital city of
their em pire— all the g reatchiefs an d the leadin g tribes w ould hav e g athered aroun d
him , an d a g reatflood of M ahom edan ism w ould hav e poured upon us, sw ollen ,
perhaps,by m ore distan tstream s.Itw as difficulttosay,atsuch a tim e,w hatm ig htn ot
be w ritten dow n in the g reatB ook of the Future.A v ery little thin g m ig htturn the tide
ag ain stus an d ov erw helm us.The n atural feelin g ,therefore,am on g stour people w as
on e of perilous in security; an d the N ativ es of In dia ask ed each other, then an d

afterw ards,w ith sig n ifican tearn estn essof in quiry,"W hatn ew sfrom P eshaw ur?"317

A tthis tim e the political charg e of P eshaw ur w as in the han ds of tw o of the m ost
rem ark able m en tobe foun dam on g the youn g erofficers of the In dian A rm y.B oth had
been rearedun derthe L aw ren ces;an din thatm ixedserv ice k n ow n in In dia as"political
em ploym en t," w hich aton e tim e dem an ds the exercise of the hig hesten erg ies of the
m ilitary officer an d,atan other,of the fin estqualities of the civ il adm in istrator,had
ripen ed in to soldier-statesm en of the bestk in d.O f H erbertEdw ardes I hav e already

spok en . H e w as Com m ission er atP eshaw ur. John N icholson w as his lieuten an t, or
deputy-com m ission er, They w ere close frien ds, full of lov e an d adm iration of each
other.If eitherhadg reaterlov e oradm iration foran otherfrien data distan ce,thatother
frien d w as H en ry L aw ren ce,w hom both rev ered an d strov e to im itate,w alk in g n ot
un w orthily in the footstepsof theirg reatexem plar.

The son of a physician in D ublin ,w ho died atthe com m en cem en tof a profession al

career in w hich w ere the g erm s of a g reatsuccess,John N icholson had en tered the
Com pan y's serv ice as a cadetof In fan try on the B en g al establishm en tatthe ag e of

317
M r.Cave-Brow negivesthefollow ingsuggestiveanecdoteinhisnarrative.T heincidentoccurred w henhew as

at U m ritsur,in the m iddle ofJune:"O ne ofthe m ost.influentialofthe S ikh S irdarsw aspaying hisusualvisit of
courtesy to the head civilian ofthe station.In the course ofconversation,the latestnew sfrom Cam p (Delhi)w as
exultingly m entioned,w hen the S ikh,seem ingto pay littleheed to w hatw asgenerally received w ith so m uch joy,
asked:'W hatnew sfrom P eshaw ur?''Excellent;allquietthere,'he w astold.'T hat,'said he,'isthe bestnew syou
can give m e!''W hy do you alw aysaskso anxiously aboutP eshaw ur?'the civilian said.T he S irdardid notatonce
reply,but,w ithm uch significance ofm anner,tookup the end ofhisscarfand began rollingitup from the corner
betw eenhisfingerand thum b.'IfP eshaw urgoes,thew holeP unjabw illberolledupinrebellionlay this.'"
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sixteen .H e w as still a boy w hen the chan ces of serv ice sen thim w ith his reg im en t— the
Tw en ty-sev en th— in to A fg han istan ;an d w hen in thatdreary,sorrow -laden w in ter of
1841 the n ation al spiritof the tribes rose ag ain stthe in trusion of the En g lish,youn g
N icholson ,afterm uch g oodprom ise of the fin estsoldierly qualities,becam e a prison er

atGhuzn ee an dafterw ards a captiv e in the han ds of A k barKhan .Rescuedby Gen eral
P ollock ,he return edtothe prov in ces of In dia,an d w hen ag ain the peace of In dia w as
brok en by the in cursion of the S ik h arm y,John N icholson ,aftera brief periodof serv ice
in the Com m issariatD epartm en t,w as,on the recom m en dation of H en ry L aw ren ce,
w ho had tak en n ote of his fin e soldierly qualities, appoin ted by L ord H ardin g e to
in struct an d disciplin e the In fan try reg im en ts of Golab S in g h, the n ew ruler of
Cashm ere. H e w as afterw ards appoin ted an assistan tto L aw ren ce, w ho w as then
Residen tatL ahore,an dbecam e perm an en tly attachedtothe P olitical S erv ice.From that

tim e John N icholson ,in depen den tof m ilitary ran k ,w as releasedfrom the tram m els of
his youth.H e saw his opportun ity before him ,an dhe bidedhis tim e.H is desires w ere
tow ards m ilitary action ,an din due course thatw hich he hadlon g edforcam e;the S ik h
chiefs w ere risin g ag ain stthe m ilitary occupation an d political in terferen ce of the
En g lish,an dJohn N icholson soon foun dthathe hadw ork todoin the field.H e didit
w ith a cool headan da stoutheart,an d,althoug h hisfreedom of speech som etim esg av e
offen ce tohis sen iors,he m ade itclear tothose un der w hom he serv ed thathe w as a

m an tobe trusted.The g reatcon flictforthe suprem acy of the P un jab cam e;N icholson
w asin the m idstof it— atChillian w allah atGuzerat,an din the fron tof Gilbert'spursuit
of the A fg han auxiliaries.A n d w hen the coun try becam e a B ritish prov in ce S ir H en ry
L aw ren ce en listed his serv ices in to the com m ission ,an d,toilin g on for years on the
outsk irts of civ ilization ,he m an ifested an extraordin ary aptitude for the coercion an d
the g ov ern m en tof barbaroustribes.A fterthisserv ice in B un n oo,w here the w ildpeople
deified him ,he had for a little space thoug htof leav in g the P un jab an d serv in g un der
his old m aster in O ude, or of tak in g partin the P ersian w ar as a com m an der of

Irreg ulars.B utthe cloudw hich seem edtoov ershadow hisprospects soon passedaw ay,
an din the sprin g of 1857 he w as,as Ihav e before said,atP eshaw uras the lieuten an tof
his frien d H erbert Edw ardes, or in other an d m ore official w ords, D eputy
Com m ission erof the div ision .O n ly a little tim e before,Edw ardes,bein g on a brief v isit
toCalcutta,hadsaidtoL ordCan n in g ,"You m ay rely upon this— thatif ev erthere is a
desperate deed tobe don e in In dia,John N icholson is the m an todoit."A n dn ow the
truth of these frien dly butprophetic w ords w as aboutto be realized.The hour had

com e an dthe m an w aspresen t.

A tthis tim e John N icholson w as in his thirty-sixth year.O f lofty stature,of a han dsom e
open coun ten an ce,w ith stron g decision of character stam ped upon it,he carried w ith
him a n oble presen ce,w hich com m an dedg en eral observ ation ,an dam on g the N ativ es
excited aw e. H is m an n er w as n otg en ial. S om e said itw as cold; itw as certain ly
reserv ed; an d the first im pression s w hich he m ade on m en 's m in ds w ere often
un fav orable.H is w ords w ere few ;an d there w as a directn ess an d authoritativ en ess

aboutthem w hich m ade stran g ers thin k thathe w as dog m atical:perhaps,ov erbearin g .
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B utthose m an ifestation s w ere n otthe g row th of an arrog an tself-con ceit,butof g reat
con scien tiousn ess an dself-relian ce.Forhe thoug htm uch before he spok e,an dw hathe
saidw as butthe utteran ce of a stron g con v iction w hich hadtak en shape,n othastily,in
his m in d;an dhe w as n oton e tosuppress w hathe felttobe the truth,ortom in ce n ice

phrases of expression .S till itw ould be flattery toden y,or toobscure the fact,thathe
hadaton e tim e little con trol ov era n aturally fiery tem per,an dthat,as he g rew older,
he broug htitw ith difficulty un dersubjection .There couldhav e been n othin g betterfor
on e of N icholson 's tem peram en tthan con stan tin tercourse w ith such a m an as H erbert
Edw ardes;an d he n ow g ratefully ack n ow ledg ed in his heartthathis character w as
ripen in g un der these g ood in fluen ces,an d that,please God,m uch thatw as crude an d
im perfectin itm ig htsoon disappear.318

Itw as an otherhappy circum stan ce atthattim e thatthe B rig ade w as com m an dedby an
officeraltog etherof the rig htstam p.B rig adierS ydn ey Cotton — a true soldier,an don e
of a fam ily of soldiers— com m an ded the troops in the P eshaw ur V alley.H e had seen
serv ice in m an y parts of the w orld.O w in g n o extran eous adv an tag es to his fam ily
con n ection s,he had ev er been on e of those hard-w ork in g ,un -shrin k in g ,con scien tious
m ilitary officers,w ho do n otserv e the S tate less un g rudg in g ly because ithas been
un g rateful to them ,butw ho,risin g by slow g radation ,n ev er hav e an opportun ity of

g oin g to the fron tan d show in g of w hatstuff they are m ade,un til ag e has en feebled
theirpow ers.O f his forty-sev en years of serv ice in the Royal A rm y the g reatern um ber
had been passed in In dia.B uthe w as of a con stitution w ell adapted to sustain the
assaults of the clim ate,an d his threescore years had tak en from him little of the v ig or
an d activ ity of his prim e.O f g ood stature,butof a spare,lig htfram e,he had all the
extern al attributes of a g oodsoldier,an dthere w ere few m en in the w hole ran g e of the
serv ice w ho w ere m ore fam iliar w ith the duties of his profession in all its g rades.
Con stan tin tercourse w ith the B ritish soldier,in the B arrack an din the Cam p,had n ot

on ly m ade him thoroug hly acquain tedw ith his habits an dfeelin g s,buthaddev eloped
w ithin him a ten der an d toleran taffection for, a g en erous sym pathy w ith, all w ho
w ork ed un der him .Few com m an din g officers had been m ore careful of the com m on
soldier than S ydn ey Cotton ,or had m ore thoroug hly earn ed his con fiden ce.H e w as
k n ow n an d ack n ow ledg ed to be on e of the bestreg im en tal officers in the A rm y.N o
opportun ity un til n ow had been afforded tohim of testin g the hig her qualities,w hich
en able a m an toface larg e respon sibilities,an dtocom batg reatdifficulties an ddan g ers

w ith a seren e fron t.B utthe laten tpow er w as in him ;the opportun ity had n ow com e,
an d he w as equal toit.Edw ardes an d N icholson had con fiden ce in the B rig adier;an d
althoug h,lik e m an y of his class,he hadan habitual con tem ptforciv ilian s an dsoldier-

318
In 1849,S irHenry L aw rence w rote to him :"L etm e advise you asafriend to curb yourtem per,and bearand

forbearw ith N ativesand Europeans,and you w illsoon be asdistinguished acivilian asyou are asoldier.Don't
thinkitisnecessary to say allyou thinkto everyone.T hew orld w ould beonem assoftum ultifw e allgavecandid
opinionsofeach other. Iadm ire you sincerely asm uch asany m an can do,but say thusm uch asageneral
w arning." In w riting this,L aw rence w rote asone consciousofthe sam e naturalinfirm ity in him self. He had
m anfully struggled against,andinagreatm easureovercom eit.
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civ ilian s,he couldn othelpthan k in g God,in the depths of his heart,thatcircum stan ces
had n ow ren dered him the fellow -laborer,in a g reatcause,of tw o soldiers,of w hom
an y arm y in the w orld m ig ht be proud— tw o soldiers, thoug h v ested w ith civ il
authority,as eag ertotak e the fieldan dtoshare its dan g ers,as thoug h they hadn ev er

leftthe cam p.

These three m en w ere atP eshaw ur,w hen ,on the 12th of M ay,n ew s reached them to
the effectthaton e of the g reatestm ilitary station s in Upper In dia w as in a blaze,an d
thatthe European reg im en ts w ere on the defen siv e.Edw ardes,w ho had an assured
faith in the g oodresults of the A fg han policy,w hich he hadsosuccessfully adv ocated,
had little apprehen sion thatP eshaw ur w ould be losttothe Em pire."A s tothis place,"
he w rote to S ir John L aw ren ce, "itw ill be the lastto g o; an d n otg o atall, if the

in term ediate coun try be occupied by a g ood field-force en g ag ed in m ak in g stern
exam ples.The celebrated S ixty-fourth N ativ e In fan try is here;an d the reportin the
station is,thatthe N ativ e reg im en ts here are prepared to follow w hatev er lead is set
them by the Tw en ty-firstN ativ e In fan try,w hich,coeteris paribus,is a g oodon e."B uthe

didn ot,althoug h n otfearin g forP eshaw ur,un derestim ate the m ag n itude of the crisis.
H e k n ew thata g reatstrug g le w as approachin g ,an d thatthe en erg ies of the B ritish
n ation m ustbe strain ed to the utm ost.H e k n ew that,in the P un jab,there w ould be

m uch strife an d con ten tion ,an dthatev ery En g lishm an in the prov in ce w ouldhav e to
putforth all his stren g th. H e w as a m an ev er ripe for action , an d he had in John
N icholson a m eetcom pan ion ."Ihav e n otheardyet,"he w rote in the letterabov e quoted
to the Chief Com m ission er,"w hether you are atP in dee or M urree;butas w e hav e
receiv ed here teleg raphicn ew s of the 10th of M ay from M eerutthatthe N ativ e troops
w ere in open m utin y,an dthe European s on the defen siv e on ly,Iw rite a lin e totell you
thatN icholson an d I are of opin ion thata stron g m ov able colum n of reliable troops
(European s an d Irreg ulars) should tak e the field in the P un jab aton ce— perhaps at

L ahore w ouldbe best,soas tog etbetw een the station s w hich hare m utin iedan dthose
thathav e n ot;an dm ov e on the firststation thatstirsn ext;an dbrin g the m atter,w ithout
furtherdelay,tothe bayon et.This disaffection w ill n ev erbe talk eddow n n ow .Itm ust
be putdow n — an d the soon er blood be letthe less of itw ill suffice.N icholson desires
m e totell you thathe w ouldbe ready totak e com m an dof them ,an dIn eedn otaddthe
pleasure itw ouldg iv e m e todothe sam e.W e are both atyourdisposal,rem em ber;an d
if this busin ess g oes,as itsoon w ill,to a question of person al in fluen ce an d exertion ,

either of us could raise a serv iceable body outof the D erajatin a shorttim e." A n d he
addedin a postscript,"W hatev eryou doabouta m ov able force,doitaton ce.There is
n otim e tobe lostin g ettin g tothe strug g le w hich istosettle the m atter."

There w as then atn og reatdistan ce from P eshaw ur an other m an ,w hose coun sel an d
assistan ce w ere eag erly desired in this con jun cture. Itw as feltthatthe presen ce of
N ev ille Cham berlain w as n eeded tocom plete thatlittle con federacy of heroes,on the
w isdom an d courag e of w hom the safety of the fron tier,un der P rov iden ce,m ain ly

depen ded.B rig adier Cham berlain atthis tim e com m an ded the P un jab Irreg ularForce.
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H e w as in the prim e of his life an dthe fulln ess of his activ e m an hood.O f a fairstature,
of a lig htbutsin ew y fram e,he had ev ery physical qualification thatcould m ak e a
dashin g leaderof Irreg ularH orse.A n din early youth,he hadacquireda reputation as
an in trepidan deag ersoldier,w how as ev erin the fron tw here dan g erw as tobe faced

an dg lory w as tobe g ain ed.O n the battle-fields of A fg han istan an dthe P un jab,he had
show n w hatw asthe tem perof hissteel,an dhe hadcarriedoff m ore hon orable w oun ds
in han d-to-han den coun terw ith the en em y than an y of his con tem poraries in the
serv ice.Itw as said,in deed,thathisg reatfaultas a soldierw as,thathe exposedhim self
too reck lessly to dan g er.B utw ith this irrepressible m ilitary en thusiasm ,w hich had
w ell-n ig h costhim his life,he had a larg e fun d of soun d com m on sen se,w as w ise in
coun cil,an dhadm ilitary k n ow ledg e farbeyon dthatof the boldsw ordsm an w hoheads
ag ain stheav y odds a charg e of H orse.A n d w ith all these fin e qualities he com bin eda

charm in g m odesty of dem ean or— a g en eral quietude an dsim plicity of character,w hich
n oton ly forbade all k in dsof self-assertion ,butev en shrun k from the com m en dation sof
others.H e had been selected,as the fittestm an in the A rm y,tocom m an d the P un jab
Irreg ular Force,of w hich Ihav e before spok en ,an d w hich had already w on im m en se
con fiden ce in the P un jab,an dn olittle reputation in m ore distan tparts of In dia.N extto
the European reg im en ts,this w as the m ostreliable portion of the m ilitary force in the
P un jab— in deed,the on ly other reliable partof the g reatA rm y plan ted there for the

defen ce of the fron tier.Itw as of extrem e im portan ce atthis tim e thatCham berlain an d
Cotton shouldbe in com m un ication astothe bestm ean sof cooperatin g ,especially w ith
respecttothe proposedM ov able Colum n ;an dsoEdw ardesw rote tohim ,ask in g him to
ride ov ertoP eshaw uran dtotak e coun sel w ith him an dthe chief m ilitary authorities—
a m easure of w hich they en tirely approv ed.Cham berlain aton ce respon ded to the
sum m on s,an dhasten edov ertoP eshaw ur.

S o,on the 13th of M ay,an hourortw oafterhisarriv al,a Coun cil of W arw asheldatthe

house of Gen eral Reed. The m em bers presen t w ere the Gen eral, the B rig adier,
Edw ardes, Cham berlain , an d N icholson . H alf an hour before their assem blin g ,
Edw ardes had receiv ed a teleg raphic m essag e from John L aw ren ce approv in g the
form ation of the M ov able Colum n ,an d an n oun cin g thatthe N ativ e troops atM eean -
M eer had thatm orn in g been disarm ed. There w as n o div ision in the Coun cil. The
m ilitary an d political authorities atP eshaw ur w ere m ov ed by a com m on spirit,an d
actedas on e m an .Itw as ag reedthatin the con jun cture w hich hadarisen ,all civ il an d

m ilitary pow er in the P un jab should be con cen trated on on e spot;thatto this effect
Gen eral Reed should assum e the com m an d of all the troops in the prov in ce,thathe
shouldjoin the Chief Com m ission eratRaw ul-P in dee,oratsuch place as m ig htbe the
seatof the local g ov ern m en tatthe tim e, in order thathe m ig htbe in con stan t
in tercourse w ith the Chief Com m ission er, an d harm on ious action m ig ht thus be
securedbetw een the civ il an dm ilitary authorities.The real objectof this didn otlie on
the surface.There w as an occultm ean in g in it,w hich causedEdw ardes an dN icholson
tosm ile com placen tly atthe Coun cil-table,an dtoexchan g e m an y a jok e in priv ate.This

con cen tration of the m ilitary authority of the P un jab in the person of Gen eral Reed— a
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w orthy old officer,w ithoutv ery stron g opin ion s of an y k in d— really tran sferred itto
the han ds of the political officers.Itw as a g reatthin g n otto be check ed— n otto be
thw arted— n ottobe in terferedw ith— n ottohav e reg ulation ,an droutin e,an dall sorts
of n erv ous fears an d an xieties thrustupon them from a distan ce. Itw as desirable,

how ev er,thatthe sem blan ce of m ilitary authority shouldbe m ain tain edthroug houtthe
lan d— thatthe rig hts of sen iority should be outw ardly respected — thatev ery m an
shouldbe in his ow n place,as upon parade,an dthata Gen eral shouldatall tim es be a
Gen eral,ev en thoug h forpurposes of action he shouldbe m erely a stock ora ston e.The
N ativ es of In dia w atch these thin g s shrew dly an dobserv an tly,an destim ate,w ith rare
sag acity,ev ery in dication of a failure of the w on drous un ion an ddisciplin e,w hich they
look upon asthe v ery rootof oursuprem acy.319 B ut,thoug h itw asatall tim esan din all
places,desirable to k eep up this show of a w on derful,m achin ery,w ork in g w heel by

w heel w ith perfectreg ularity of action ,itw as n otalw ays expedien tto m ain tain the
reality of it.There w ere tim es an d con jun ctures w hen the practical recog n ition of the
authority of ran k ,w hich in the In dian arm y w as on ly an other n am e for ag e,m ig ht
w isely be foreg on e;an dsuch a crisis hadn ow tobe con fron ted.O n the w hole,itw as a
fortun ate circum stan ce thatjustsuch a m an as Gen eral Reed— a m an n otobstin ate,n ot
w eddedtoan y opin ion s orforeg on e con clusion s of his ow n ,an dyetn otm ore cautious,
irresolute,or fearful of respon sibility than the m ajority of old soldiers w hohad n ev er

been calledupon toface a m om en tous crisis— w as then the sen iorofficerin thatpartof
the coun try;in deed,un der the Com m an der-in -Chief,the sen ior officer of the B en g al
P residen cy. H e had g ood sen se of the m ostserv iceable k in d— the Good sen se to
un derstan d his ow n deficien cies,an d toappreciate the factthatthere w ere abler m en
than him self abouthim .S o,w hilsthe w as risin g tothe hon orable position of m ilitary
dictatorof the P un jab,be w isely ceasedtodictate.The tim e hadcom e forthe un iv ersal
dom in ation of B rain s— John L aw ren ce,w ith H erbertEdw ardes for his W uzeer,then
took the suprem e direction of affairs,alw ays con sultin g the chief m ilitary authorities,

butquietly educatin g them ,an dflatterin g them w ith the belief thatthey dictatedw hen
they on ly obeyed.

The n extresolution w as thata M ov able Colum n of reliable troops,as before sug g ested,
should be org an ized,totak e the field aton ce,un der a com peten tcom m an der,an d to
operate upon an y poin tw here rebellion m ig htbristle up,ordan g erm ig htthreaten usin
the P un jab.A suspectedS epoy g arrison w as tobe rem ov edfrom the Fortof A ttock — an

319
In the first volum e ofthisHistory Iobserved,w ith im m ediate reference to the dissensionsbetw een L ord

Dalhousieand S irCharlesN apier,thattheseconflictsofauthority w eregenerally regarded,by them oreintelligent
N ativesofIndia,asproofsofw eaknessin the British governm ent,and thatsom e regarded them asprecursorsof
ourdow nfall.Ihave since read the follow ing confirm ation ofthisopinion in the Correspondence ofthe Duke of
W ellington:"O fthisIam certain,"w rotetheDuketoL ord Com nerm ere,"thatany publicand continued difference
betw een the Governor-Generaland the Com m ander-in-Chiefisprejudicialto the publicinterests,and cannotbe
allow ed to exist.Itisprejudicialforthisreason.Itshakesthe authority ofGovernm entto itsvery foundation;and
w hile such differencescontinue,every little m an,w ho takespart w ith either one or the other,becom esof
im portance.T he interestsofthe party are the greatobject.T hose ofthe publicare laid aside and forgotten,and
eveninjuredw ithim punity."
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im portan t position , w hich it w as of im m en se m om en t to secure; an d our
com m un ication s w ere tobe placedbeyon dthe reach of dan g erby postin g atthe A ttock
ferry a P athan g uard un der a tried an d trusty P athan leader.A tthe sam e tim e other
chan g es in the disposition of the troops w ere tobe m ade;the N ativ e reg im en ts bein g

draw n in tothe posts atw hich they m ig htleastreadily cooperate w ith each other,an d
m osteasily be ov eraw ed by the European s.A tthe sam e tim e,itw as determ in ed that
B rig adier Cham berlain should proceed aton ce to Raw ul-P in dee to tak e coun sel w ith
the Chief Com m ission er;an dthatJohn N icholson ,if hisserv icesw ere n otcalledforin a
m ilitary capacity,shouldaccom pan y the M ov able Colum n as its political officer.These
proposals w ere teleg raphed to S ir John L aw ren ce,an d all butthe lastw ere cordially
accepted.The Chief Com m ission er thoug htthatN icholson 's serv ices w ere required at
P eshaw ur,an din thatparticularjun cture itw as believ edthatthe publicserv ice w ould

sufferby his departure.M oreov er,he hada faith,thathadbeen brav ely earn ed,in the
g en eral efficien cy of his assistan ts all ov erthe coun try.A n dhe k n ew thatitw ouldn ot
be w ise to supersede local authority by a deleg ate from H ead-Q uarters.A n d n ev er,
perhaps,did John L aw ren ce exhibithis in stin ctiv e sag acity m ore clearly than in this
firstresolution toplace ev ery officerin the P un jab on his ow n particularstan dpoin tof
respon sibility,an dthustoev ok e tothe utm ostall the pow erw ithin him .

The details of the M ov able Colum n w ere soon jotted dow n ,butitw as n otsoeasy to
settle the question of com m an d.Cotton an d Edw ardes,Cham berlain an d N icholson ,
w ere all equally eag ertoplace them selv es atits head.Itw as tobe determ in edon ly by
superior authority; so Gen eral Reed m ade a referen ce to the Com m an der-in -Chief.
Edw ardes couldn otbe sparedfrom the fron tier,w here he w as a tow erof stren g th :the
n am es of Cotton ,Cham berlain ,an dN icholson ,w ere subm ittedtoH ead-Q uarters.A n d
the teleg raph w ires broug htback the in tim ation thatGen eral A n son had selected
N ev ille Cham berlain asthe leaderof the colum n .

O n the 16th,Gen eral Reed an d B rig adier Cham berlain join ed the Chief Com m ission er
at Raw ul-P in dee, an d on that ev en in g Colon el Edw ardes receiv ed a teleg raphic
m essag e sum m on in g him to join the H ead-Q uarters Coun cil. M ak in g ov er his ow n
particularcharg e toN icholson ,he proceededaton ce toP in dee,an dw as soon in eag er
butcon fiden tdiscussion alik e of the presen tan d the future.The stern resolution an d
un flin chin g courag e of John L aw ren ce w ere then lig hted up by the radian taspectof

H erbertEdw ardes,w hose cheerfuln ess w as so un failin g ,an d w hose political w isdom
sooften g lin tedoutin brig htflashes of w it,thatthe Coun cils of W arw hich w ere held
durin g thatg atherin g atRaw ul-P in dee w ere saidtobe "g reatfun ."320 N ev er,perhaps,in

320
It m ay be m entioned here that the capitalstory,repeated in so m any contem porary m em oirs,to the effect

that S irJohn L aw rence,being at the w hist-table,answ ered atelegraphicm essage from GeneralAnsoaw ith the
w ords,"Clubsare trum ps— notspades;w henindoubtplay abigO ne"— originated inajokeofHerbertEdw ardes.
T he story alw aysw asone ofdoubtfulauthenticity,asit w aslesslikely that S irJohn L aw rence than thatGeneral
Ansonw ould becaughtatthew histtable.T hefactis,thatL aw rence,Edw ardes,CharlesN icholson,andoneortw o
othersw ere together,w hen atelegram from M r. Barnesw asreceived,stating that there w assom e talk at
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the face of such en orm ous difficulty an d dan g er,shak in g the v ery foun dation s of a
g reatem pire,did m en m eeteach other w ith brig hter faces or m ore cheerin g w ords.It
w as an occasion on w hich the ev en tual success of our resistan ce depen ded,m ore than
all else,upon the heartan dhope of ourg reatchiefs,on w hose w ordsall m en hun g ,an d

in w hose faces they look ed for the assuran ce an d en courag em en tw hich in spired an d
an im ated all ben eath them .Itw as said of John L aw ren ce,atthattim e,thathe w as as
calm an d con fiden tas if he had been con tem platin g on ly the m ostcom m on -place
ev en ts, an d thatH erbertEdw ardes w as in hig her spirits,, m ore n atural an d m ore
un restrain ed,than he hadev erbeen k n ow n tobe by m en w hohadserv edw ith him in
m ore quiettim es.A g reatan d en n oblin g faith w as settlin g dow n in the breasts of our
P un jabee chiefs.Ithad daw n ed upon them thatitw ould be their w ork ,n otm erely to
sav e the P rov in ce,buttosav e the Em pire.

H istory w ill tak e the m easure of m en 's m in ds in accordan ce w ith the exten ttow hich
they look ed upon this crisis,as a local or an im perial on e,an d directedtheir efforts to
the suppression of the on e or the other.P hysically,itis k n ow n rarely to happen that
m en ,w ho hav e a clear,steady sig htto discern distin ctly n ear objects,hav e thatw ide
ran g e of v ision w hich en ables them tocom prehen dw hatis observ able in the distan ce;
an dthe faculty w hich,eitheron a larg e ora sm all scale,en ables a m an tog rasp m oral

objects,both im m ediate an drem ote,is equally rare.Gen eral H ew itt's sm all m in dtook
in n othin g beyon dthe idea that,as he liv edatM eerut,itw as his duty tosav e M eerut.
B utthe g reatin tellectof S irJohn L aw ren ce g raspedall the circum stan cesof the im perial
dan g er,an dheldthem in a v ice.H e hadhisow n particularprov in ce in han d— carefully
an d m in utely;n o sin g le postov erlook ed,n o sin g le poin tn eg lected.H e k n ew w hat
ev ery m an un der him w as doin g , w hatev ery m an w as expected to do; there w as
n othin g thathappen ed,or thatm ig hthappen ,in the P un jab ov er w hich he did n ot
exercise the closestv ig ilan ce;butthe strug g le for suprem acy athis ow n doors n ev er

obscured the distan tv ision of the g reatim perial dan g er.H e n ev er dom esticated his
policy; he n ev er localized his efforts. H e n ev er said to him self, "The P un jab is m y
especial charg e.Iw ill defen dthe P un jab.Ihav e n orespon sibility beyon dit."H e w ould
hav e w eak en ed the P un jab to stren g then the Em pire. H e w ould, perhaps, hav e
sacrificedthe P un jab tosav e the Em pire.In this,in deed,the stren g th of his character—
his capacity for g ov ern m en ton a g ran d scale— w as ev in ced atthe outset,an d,as tim e
adv an ced,itm an ifested itself in ev ery stag e of the g reatstrug g le m ore sig n ally than

before.321

U m ballah of entrenching,and not m arching. Edw ardeshum orously suggested that a telegram should be
dispatched to "M ajorA.w hereverhe m ay be found,"saying,"W hen in doubtplay atrum p— actup to yourow n
principles"— the beliefbeingthatGeneralAnson had w ritten thew ell-know n w orkon w histby "M ajorA."Charles
N icholson then suggested asan am endm entthew ords,"Clubsare trum ps,notspades."L aw renceconsented,and
thepregnantsentencew asdispatched toM r.Barnes,w ho,doubtless,com m unicatedittoGeneralAnson.

321
A fulleraccountofS irJohnL aw rence'sinternalpolicy isreservedforanotherchapter.
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Itw as feltin the P in dee Coun cil that,"w hatev erg av e rise tothe m utin y,ithadsettled
dow n in toa strug g le for em pire,un derM ahom edan g uidan ce,w ith the M og ul capital
forits cen tre.322 From thattim e,thisg reatcen tre of the M og ul capital w as n ev erbeyon d
the ran g e of John L aw ren ce's thoug hts— n ev erbeyon dthe reach of his en deav ors.S een ,

as itw ere,throug h the telescope of lon g years of political experien ce,sw eepin g all
in terv en in g tim e an dspace,the g reatcity of D elhi,w hich he k n ew sow ell,w asbroug ht
close to his eyes;an d he feltthathe had a double duty.M uch as he m ig htthin k of
L ahore,Un aritsur,or P eshaw ur,he thoug htstill m ore of D elhi.H e feltas lesser m en
w ouldn othav e felt,thatitw as his duty in thatem erg en cy tog iv e back tothe Em pire,
in tim e of in testin e w ar,all thathe couldg iv e from thatabun dan ce of m ilitary stren g th
w hich had been plan ted in the prov in ce ata tim e w hen the defen ce of the fron tier
ag ain stextern al ag g ression s w as held to be the firstobjectof im perial im portan ce.

Kn ow in g w ell the terrible scarcity of reliable troops in all the coun try below the P un jab,
an dthe en courag in g effectof the occupation of D elhiby the rebel troops,he resolv edto
pourdow n upon the im perial city ev ery reg im en tthathe couldsen dtoits relief.From
thattim e his w as the directin g m in dw hich in fluen cedforg oodall thatw as don e from
UpperIn dia,w ork in g dow n w ardstorescue ourpeople from the toilsof the en em y,an d
toassertour dom in ion un der the w alls of D elhi,w here the g reatbattle of suprem acy
w astobe foug ht.

A n d the first succor w hich he sen t w as the fam ous Guide Corps, w hich H en ry
L aw ren ce had desig n ed ev er tobe ready for serv ice— ev er tobe the firstfor action .It
w asatthattim e station edatH ote M urdan ,un derthe com m an dof Captain H en ry D aly.
O n the m orn in g of the 13th,tw oofficers,w hohadg on e ov ertoN ow ahera toatten da
ball w hich had been g iv en atthatstation ,broug htto H ote-M urdan tidin g s thatthe
Fifty-fifth Reg im en tatthe form erplace hadreceiv edorders toreliev e the Guide Corps
atthe latter.A ll w as then excitem en tan d.con jecture.N om an k n ew the reason of the

m ov em en t;n om an k n ew w hathadhappen edorw hatw as com in g ."N ouproar,"itw as
said,"alon g the lin e of fron tier.N o in cursion to repress.N o expedition to join ." The
story told,atsix in the m orn in g ,w as true;an d tw o hours afterw ards its truth w as
con firm ed by the sig htof the approachin g reg im en tin the distan ce.A boutthe sam e
tim e an express cam e in from P eshaw ur,brin g in g orders forthe Guide Corps tom arch
aton ce to N ow shera.W ith the official orders cam e a priv ate letter from Edw ardes to
D aly,w hich casta terrible g lare of lig htupon all thathad before been obscure."That

you m ay better k n ow how toacton the en closed in struction tom ov e toN ow ahera,I
w rite priv ately to tell you thatteleg raphic n ew s of open m utin y am on g the N ativ e
troops atM eeruthav in g reachedus here today,w e thin k a m ov able colum n shouldbe
assem bledin the P un jab,an dg etbetw een the station s thathav e g on e w ron g an dthose
thathav e n ot,an d putdow n further disaffection by force.Itis obv iously n ecessary to
con stitute such a colum n of reliable troops,an dtherefore ithasbeen proposedtog etthe

322
T hesearethew ordsofColonelEdw ardesin hisP eshaw arM ilitary R eport— adocum entofgreatinterestand

ability,andonem ostserviceabletothehistorian.
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Guidesan dH erM ajesty'sTw en ty-sev en th Reg im en ttog etherw ithoutdelay asa partof
the schem e." S o D aly aton ce m ustered his Guides,an d before m idn ig htthey w ere at
N ow shera.H e had n otlon g laid him self dow n torest,w hen he w as aw ak en ed by an
express from Cotton orderin g the Guides to m ov e upon A ttock . A tg un -fire they

recom m en ced their journ ey,an dbefore n oon ,aftera tryin g m arch,un dera fierce sun ,
they reachedtheirdestin ation ,scorchedan ddried,butfull of spiritan dripe foraction .
"The P un jab,"w rote the g allan tleaderof the Guides on thatday,"is payin g back In dia
all she costher,by sen din g troopsstoutan dfirm toheraid."

From A ttock ,after securin g the Fort,an d holdin g itun til the arriv al of a detachm en t
sen tfrom Kohat,D aly m arched,tw ohours afterm idn ig ht,on the m orn in g of the 16th,
in the lig htof the risin g m oon ,w hich soon w as obscured by a blin din g duststorm .

W hen itcleared aw ay,the air w as fresh an d pleasan t,an d the corps m arched on ,a
distan ce of m ore than tw en ty m iles,un til,ateig hto'clock ,itbiv ouack ed in a g rov e of
peach an dapricottrees,w hich en abledthem todispen se w ith ten ts.A tm idn ig ht,aftera
few hours of early slum ber,the trum pet-call w as ag ain heard,an d they resum ed their
m arch, in the cool m orn in g air, throug h a beautiful coun try sk irted by a ran g e of
v erdan thills;an don the m orn in g of the 18th they w ere atRaw ul-P in dee.

There w as n othin g n eeded to stim ulate a m an of D aly's hig h en thusiasm ,butitw as
refreshin g an d in v ig oratin g to be, ev en for a little w hile, in close an d fam iliar
in tercourse w ith such m en as L aw ren ce,Cham berlain ,an d Edw ardes— an d a fourth,
H ug h Jam es,then actin g asS ecretary tothe Chief Com m ission er,w hohada n oble spirit
an d a hig h in tellig en ce w orthy of the con fiden ce of his g reatm aster.There is n othin g
m ore delig htful than this attrition of arden tn atures.Greatm en becom e g reaterby such
sym patheticcon tact.Itw asa source of in fin ite rejoicin g toD aly tolearn thatthe Guides,
w hich m ig hthav e don e g reatserv ice as a partof the M ov able Colum n in the P un jab,

w ere hon oredby bein g the firstreg im en tselectedtom ov e dow n tothe relief of D elhi.
"The Guides,I believ e," w rote D aly in his journ al on the 18th of M ay,"are to m arch
dow n an dtoshow tothe people N ativ e troops w illin g an dloyal.Ishall rejoice atthis,
an d m arch dow n w ith all m y heart." A n d so they m arched dow n — w ith a g reat
en thusiasm stirrin g theirg allan tleader,an dthroug h him ,all w hofollow ed;officersan d
m en ,m ov ed by on e com m on heroism of the bestk in d."Iam m ak in g ,an d Im ean to
m ak e," w rote D aly on the 1stof Jun e,"the bestm arch thathas been heard of in the

lan d!"A n dn obly he fulfilledhisprom ise.

A tthis tim e he had reached L oodhian ah.In the early m orn in g of the 4th the Guides
w ere atUrn ballah,an don the 6th they w ere atKurn aul.There they foun d M r.L e B as
an d S ir Theophilus M etcalfe,w hohad escaped from D elhi,an d w ere eag er topun ish
som e n eig hborin g v illag es,w hich w ere believ edtohav e harboredin surg en ts,an dtobe
full of people ben tupon the plun derof the Ferin g hees.Eag eras D aly w as topush on to
D elhi, an d reluctan tto destroy w holesale,in retaliation for w hatm ig hton ly be an

offen ce of the few ,he for som e tim e resisted the retributory eag ern ess of the civ ilian s,
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butatlen g th yielded to their w ishes,an d sen tthe Guides forw ard to the attack .The
v illag ers fledin dism ay;som e w ere k illedon theirretreat;others w ere m ade prison ers;
an dsoon the blaze of theirburn in g houses couldbe seen from m an y a distan tm ile.B ut
the m ercy of the Christian officer w as show n tow ards the helpless an d un offen din g ;

D aly sav edthe w om en an dthe children ,an dhelpedthem torem ov e the little property
they possessed.

The delay w as un fortun ate.The un w elcom e duty thus forced upon the Guide Corps
depriv ed itof the cov eted hon or of tak in g partin the firstattack upon the D elhi
m utin eers.H adn otthe civ ilian s,in thatg reatzeal forthe desolation of v illag es,w hich
distin g uishedm an y,perhaps toom an y of them ,before the yearw as atan en d,arrested
D aly's on w ard m arch, he w ould hav e been presen tw ith his corps atthe battle of

B udlee-k a-serai.A s itw as,he m archedin tocam pa day toolate.323 The battle hadbeen
foug ht,butthe corps,by the m arch alon e,had cov ered itself w ith g lory,an d itw as
receiv edon itsarriv al by the D elhiFieldForce w ith rin g in g cheers.There w ere n ow tw o
N ativ e reg im en ts in the B ritish cam pw hom all m en trusted— the Goork ahs un derReid,
an dthe P un jabee Guide Corpsun derD aly.A n dm oon itw ill be seen how g allan tly they
prov edthe fidelity thatw as in them .In deed,on the v ery day of theirarriv al the Guides
w etout,fresh as if they hadslepta lon g sleep,an dloiteredthroug h a cool m orn in g ,to

g iv e the D elhi m utin eers a taste of theirtem per.The en em y w ere n otprepared,on the
day afterthe battle,torisk an otherg reaten g ag em en t;but,in ten ton n otsufferin g us to
rest, they sen toutparties of H orse an d Footto attack our adv an ced position . The
Guides w en tg allan tly to the fron t.The sabres of their horsem en w ere crossed w ith
those of the troopers of the Third Cav alry;butn otlon g could the rebels stan d the
on slaug ht.The failure of the attack w ouldhav e been com plete,if ithadn otcostus the
life of on e of ourfin estofficers.D aly w asun harm ed,thoug h struck by a spen tshot,an d
his horse k illed in the en coun ter;buthis secon d in com m an d,youn g Q uin tin B attye,

w ho had charg ed atthe head of the Guides Cav alry,w as carried m ortally w oun ded
from the field. The g allan try of his bearin g throug houtthis fierce en coun ter had
attractedthe adm iration of hischief;an dD aly,w hen lasthe saw hislieuten an tin action ,
hadcriedoutw ith the irrepressible en thusiasm w ith w hich on e brav e m an reg ards the
brav ery of an other," Gallan tB attye!w ell don e,brav e B attye!" an d soon afterw ards a
rebel cam e upw ithin tw oyards of the En g lish officer,an d,afterv ain ly en deav orin g to

323
"T he m orning afterthe battle the Guidesentered cam p underthe com m and ofCaptain Daly.T hey w ere

already w ellknow n asone ofthe finest regim entsin India.T hey w ere alm ost allofAfghan orP ersian race,and
consisted ofthree troopsofcavalry,perhapsthe bestridersin ourpay,and six com paniesofinfantry arm ed w ith
the rifle.T hey had m arched in this,the hottest tim e ofthe year,from nearP eshaw urto Delhi,adistance offive
hundred and eighty m ilesin tw enty-tw o days.T heirstately height and m ilitary bearing m ade allw ho saw them
proud to have such aid.T hey cam ein asfirm and lightasifthey had m arched only am ile."— History of the Siege
of Delhi, by One who Served there.
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bayon ethim ,discharg edhis piece in toB attye's body.The deedw as am ply rev en g ed.A
S ouban darof the Guide Corpscutthe S epoy dow n ashe fired.324

A n d as the youn g herolay dyin g ,in g riev ous pain ,on thatn ig htw hich w as tobe his

last,a rem em bran ce of the pleasan tA rg os of his school days m in g lin g w ith the pride of
the soldier an d the g reatlov e of coun try w hich sustain ed our people,he said,w ith a
sm ile on his han dsom e face,to the chaplain w ho w as m in isterin g to him ,"Dulce et
decorum est pro patria mori;"an dsoen dedhisbrief an dhon orable career.325

324
S oubandarM erbanS ingh.T hisgallantsoldierw asaGoorkah,"oneofthosesentdow nby S irHenry L aw rence"

to join the Guide Corps. He fellin action,som e daysafterw ards,at the head ofthe first com pany,w hich he
com m anded."The men,"w rote Daly to John L aw rence,"speak of him with tears and sobs."He had tw o brothers
alsokilledinaction.

325
S eeChaplain's"N arrativeoftheS iegeofDelhi."
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CHAPTER III.

GENERAL POLICY OF SIR. JOHN LAWRENCE - THE RAISING OF
LOCAL LEVIES - EVENTS AT PESHAWUR - DISARMING OF THE
NATIVE REGIMENTS - PUNISHMENT OF DESERTERS - MUTINY

OF THE FIFTY-FIFTH - EXPEDITION TO HOTE-MURDAN - MUTINY
OF THE SIXTY-FOURTH - THE OUTBREAK AT JULLUNDHUR.

W H IL S T D aly's Guide Corps w as m ak in g this splen did m arch,an d the P un jab w as
con tributin g the first-fruits of its accum ulated stren g th to the succor L aw ren ce of the
En g lish A rm y at D elhi, ev en ts w ere ripen in g in the fron tier prov in ce, an d John
L aw ren ce an dhis associates w ere layin g fastholdof the crisis w ith a v ig orous ten acity,
as m en k n ow in g rig htw ell the sov ereig n im portan ce of prom ptitude of action .The
Chief Com m ission er,in earn estcoun cil w ith Edw ardes an d Cham berlain ,had clearly
m ark edoutthe policy w hich w as n ow tobe pursuedforthe preserv ation of the P un jab.
W hen in tellig en ce of the ev en ts atthe capital,an d especially of the disarm in g of the

N ativ e reg im en ts atM eean -M eer,reachedhim ,he hadbeen atfirstsom ew hatstartled
by the boldn ess of the con ception ,an dperhaps in clin edtoquestion the w isdom of the
achiev em en t.For John L aw ren ce,w ith all his im m en se en erg y an d resolution ,w as a
m an cautious an d circum spect,w ho n ev er acted upon im pulse.If he thoug htatthe
beg in n in g thatthis open m ov em en tag ain stthe S epoys on the partof the S irk ar— this
v ehem en tdeclaration of w an tof con fiden ce in m en w ho had as yet,w ithin his ow n
circle of adm in istration ,don e n othin g disloyal— w as hastily to proclaim a w ar thatit

w as n otdesirable to precipitate,there w as substan tial reason for the doubt.326 B uthe
v ery soon feltfull assuran ce thatw hathadbeen don e hadbeen don e w isely an dw ell.
A n dfrom thattim e,stern ly recog n izin g the factthatthe crisis hadcom e,thatthere w as
n othin g tobe postpon ed,or coquetted w ith,or sm oothed dow n ,he flun g him self in to
the w ork before him ,full-brain edan dstron g -arm ed,an dg rappledw ith itas,perhaps,
n ootherm an couldhav e don e.Then he,in his turn ,startledothers by the boldn ess of
his con ception s.There w ere m en equally shrew dan dcourag eous atL ahore,w holearn t
w ith alarm thatthe Chief Com m ission er w as en listin g S ik hs an d A fg han s in to the

serv ice of the S tate.B utthis policy w as basedupon a soun destim ate of the an tag on ism
betw een the P oorbeah S epoysfrom H in dostan an dthe P un jabee races,w hetherS ik hsor
M ahom edan s— a n atural an tag on ism fostered an d in creased by the con ductof the

326
S ee the follow ing extractfrom aprivate letteraddressed by L aw rence to Edw ardes,in w hich the position of

affairsism ostaccurately stated in afew w ords:"T he m isfortune ofthe presentstate ofaffairsisthis,— Each step
w etakeforourow nsecurity isablow againsttheregularS epoy.Hefeelsthis,and onhissidetakesafurtherstep,
and sow egoon,untilw edisbandordestroy them ,ortheym utiny andkilltheirofficers."
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form er.327 To replace these H in dostan ees, am on g w hom itev ery day becam e m ore
apparen tthatm utin y w as spreadin g lik e a pestilen ce, by the m ixed races of the
prov in ce an dthe fron tier,m ig htbe tosubstitute a n ew dan g erforthe old;butthe on e
w as certain ,the otherm erely con jectural.A n dthere w as g oodreason tobeliev e thatso

lon g as w e w ere capable of assertin g our stren g th,the m ilitary classes of the P un jab
w ouldarray them selv eson ourside,if on ly forthe sak e of g ain .A m on g the S ik hs,D elhi
w as both an offen ce an d a tem ptation .O ld prophecies had foretold thatthe Im perial
City of the M og ul w ouldsom eday be g iv en uptothe plun derof the Khalsa.A n ditw as
n ottobe doubtedthatthe destruction of the H in dostan ee A rm y of the Com pan y w ould
ten d,soon er or later,to assistthem to recov er the ascen dan cy they had lost.S ir John
L aw ren ce saw this clearly en oug h;buthe hadtodeal w ith an im m ediate n ecessity,an d
he hadn on eedatsuch a tim e totak e thoug htof the Future.S ohe ask edthe con sen tof

the Gov ern or-Gen eral to the raisin g of local lev ies,an d this,soug htan d g ran ted on a
sm all scale,soon expan ded in tolarg er proportion s,an d S ir John L aw ren ce held in his
han dan open com m ission toactaccordin g tohisow n judg m en tan ddiscretion .328

Thispolicy m etw ith g en eral fav oram on g the chief political officersin the prov in ce,an d
there w ere few w hodidn otpress forperm ission torecruitin theirow n districts.B utit
w as soon apparen tthatthere w as in som e parts,especially on the fron tier,ov erm uch of

hesitation , resultin g from w an t of con fiden ce in our stren g th. M ean w hile other
precaution ary m easures w ere bein g pressedforw ardw ith thatprom ptitude an den erg y
w hich alw ays distin g uished such operation s in the P un jab. The P olice w ere
stren g then ed.The utm ostv ig ilan ce w as en forcedupon them .The differen tpassag es of
the P un jab Riv ers— the fords an dferries— w ere w atchedan dg uarded;an dev ery effort
w as to be m ade to in terceptthose em issaries of ev il w ho,in the g uise of w an derin g
fakeers orotherrelig ious m en dican ts,w ere sow in g the seeds of sedition broadcastov er

the coun try.329 Then , ag ain , g reat en deav ors w ere m ade — an d w ith w on derful

success— tosav e the Gov ern m en tTreasure,the loss of w hich w as n ottobe calculated
by the n um ber of rupees to be struck off our cash-balan ces.Itw as em phatically the
sin ew s of w ar to the en em y.W herev er itw as held,un der N ativ e g uards,atoutlyin g

327
O n the partsofthe S ikhsand P unjabeesthere happily existed aconsiderable degree ofantipathy,ifnot

dow nright enm ity,tow ardsthe &pop of the N ative Corpsof the L ine. T he latter had rendered them selves
insufferable by assum ing airsofsuperiority,and regarding the form erw ith disdain,asbeing them selvesm ore
w arlike and bettersoldiers."W e mared (beat)Canbul,w e mared the P unjab," w asthe everyday boast ofthe
P oorbeahS epoy totheS ikh,w hom hefurtherstigm atized asam anoflow caste.T hebad feelingbetw eenthetw o
racesw asstillfurtherfostered by the cold shoulderusually turned by the P oorbeahsto the S ikhsand P unjabees,
w hom they couldnotopenly preventenlistingintoregim entsoftheL ine.

328
Ioughtnotto om itto state that,asm any S ikhshad enlisted into the S epoy regim ents,an orderw entoutto

excerptthesem enfrom theHindostaneecorps,andform them intoseparatebattalions.

329
Ihave been told that the picture in the first volum e ofthisHistory,ofthe w andering em issariesofsedition,

w ho,inonedisguiseoranother,traversed thecountry,w aspurely aneffortofm y im agination.Asthisopinionhas
been m ade public through an influentialchannel,Im ay note that the statem ent in the test isfrom S irJohn
L aw rence'sofficialreport,laidbeforeP arliam ent.
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station s, itw as rem ov ed to places of security an d stored un der the protection of
European soldiers.A n datthe sam e tim e an orderw en tforth— m erciful in the en d,but
terrible in the hour of our n eed— to pun ish all offen ders ag ain stthe state w ith a
deterrin g sev erity,w hich w ouldstrik e a g reatfearin tothe hearts of the people."There

w as n o room then for m ercy," itw as said; "the public safety w as a param oun t
con sideration ." The ordin ary processes of the law w ere setaside,an d authority w as
g iv en to an y tw o civ il officers to erectthem selv es in to a special com m ission to try
crim in als,an dtoexecute upon them ,w hen n eeded,the sen ten ce of death.A tthe sam e
tim e, seein g thatitw as better to rem ov e the m ean s of offen ce than to pun ish its
com m ission ,he tried to clear the prov in ce of all thatm ass of disaffected n on -m ilitary
hum an ity from H in dostan ,330 w hich w as eitherhan g in g on tothe sk irts of the P oorbeah
A rm y,orhadfollow edthe Ferin g heesin the hourof success,m ov edby the g reatlustof

g ain tow orshipw hatthey n ow rev iled.A n dall these m easures forthe in tern al security
of the prov in ce seem edtoJohn L aw ren ce the m ore n ecessary,as he w as strain in g ev ery
n erv e to sen d dow n troops to D elhi, an d thus w as w eak en in g his ow n defen siv e
pow ers.For this reason ,too,itseem ed to him thatw e should actv ig orously,an d at
on ce, ag ain st our declared en em ies, tak in g the in itiativ e w hen ev er opportun ity
presen teditself,an destablishin g a reputation forthatcon fiden ce in ourow n resources,
the belief in w hich by ouradv ersariesisalw aysa tow erof stren g th.A n dalready ev en ts

w ere hurryin g on tothis desired poin t.O n e g reatopportun ity w as close athan d,an d
othersw ere pressin g on tum ultuously behin d.

O n the 21stof M ay,Colon el Edw ardes return edtoP eshaw ur.331 L ittle sun shin e g reeted
him there.H is colleag ues,Cotton an d N icholson ,had n ocheerful in tellig en ce tooffer
him .A g reatcloudw as ov er the place.The S epoy reg im en ts hadshow n un m istak able
sig n s of thatfev erishn ess w hich presag es rev olt.Cotton had div ided his H in dostan ee
troops in such a m an n er as to ren der join taction m ore difficult;an d he had placed

European s,w ith g un s,in theirim m ediate v icin ity,tobe preparedfora,sudden risin g .
From m an y parts of the coun try tidin g s of fresh m utin ies hadcom e in ,an dthere w as a
g en eral belief thatthe w hole N ativ e A rm y w as rotten to the core.In tercepted letters
show edthatthe excitem en tw asn otcon fin edtothose w hose n am esw ere w ritten on the
m uster-rolls of our reg im en ts.332 N icholson ,w ho,w ith his w on ted en erg y,had been

330
"T he traitoroussym ptom sevinced and the intriguesset on foot by the non-m ilitary Hindostaneesin the

P unjab territories,rendered it necessary to rem ove large num bersofthem .T hese people w ere em ployed to a
considerable extent am ong the police and othersubordinate civilestablishm ents; and ascam p-follow ersthey
sw arm ed in every Cantonm ent,and in the adjacentcities.M ostofthe low erclassofem ployeesw ere discharged,
and num bersofcam p-follow ersdeportedoutoftheprovince."— Sir John Lawrence's Official Report.

331
T he regularHindostanee regim entsatP eshaw urconsisted ofthe Fifth Cavalry and the T w enty-first,T w enty-

fourth,T w enty-seventh,andFifty-firstInfantry regim ents.

332
"T hanesurBrahm insand P atnaM ahom edans,Hindostanee fanaticsin the S w atValley,and turbulentoutlaw s

in Gitanah,w ere calling upon the S epoysto declare them selves.....T he w hole disclosed such apicture oflanaiis
sealandbasetreachery asm adethevery nam eofaP oorbeallS epoy suspectedandloathed."— Cave-Brow ne.
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pushin g forw ard the w ork of raisin g local lev ies,had foun d an un easy feelin g am on g
the chiefsof the prin cipal tribes,an da g en eral un w illin g n esstoen listin tothe serv ice of
a Gov ern m en tw hich seem ed to be in a state of decrepitude,if n otof decay."M en
rem em bered Caubul," w rote Edw ardes ata later period."N oton e hun dred could be

foun d to join , such a desperate cause." Itw as clear, therefore, loth to him an d to
N icholson thatitw as n ecessary to sw eep aw ay the doubts an d un certain ties w hich
w ere k eepin g up this dan g erous state of un rest, an d to assert, v ig orously an d
un den iably,the pow erof the En g lish on the fron tier.

O n the n ig htof the 21st,they had g on e torestin their clothes ben eath the sam e roof,
both assured thata few m ore hours w ould ripen their plan s,w hen an express arriv ed
in form in g them thatthe com pan ies of the Fifty-fifth had m utin ied atN ow shera,som e

tw en ty-four m iles distan tfrom P eshaw ur,an d thatthere w as n orelian ce tobe placed
on the Ten th Reg im en tof Irreg ularCav alry atthe sam e place.The form erreg im en thad
been brig adedatM eerutan dother station s w ith the ThirdCav alry,an dw as reg arded
as a fug lem an corps, w hose ev ery m ov em en t w ould be strictly follow ed by the
reg im en ts in the P un jab. It n eeded n ot an y lon g -sustain ed con v ersation betw een
Edw ardes an dN icholson forboth toarriv e at.the con clusion thatthe N ativ e troops at
P eshaw ur should be at on ce disarm ed. S o the Com m ission er an d D eputy-

Com m ission er of P eshaw ur w en tstraig htw ay to the Q uarters of the B rig adier, an d
w ok e him up in the dead of the n ig ht.S tartin g from his sleep,Cotton saw beside him
his tw o political associates,an d,w on derin g w hathad broug htthem to his bed-side,
preparedhim self tolisten .H e w as n ota m an in an y em erg en cy tobe flustered,an dhe
soon took in w ith a cool brain the w hole state of the ease.Itw ouldbe n ecessary tosen d
European troops from P eshaw ur to coerce the refractory reg im en tatN ow shera an d
H ote-M urdan , an d the w hite troops atCotton 's disposal, already w eak en ed by the
requirem en ts of tile M ov able Colum n an d by sum m er sick n ess,could little afford a

further draftfrom them ,w hilstthe H in dostan ee reg im en ts w ere in arm edforce in the
Can ton m en t. M oreov er, itw as plain thatthe tribes on the Fron tier w ere eag erly
w atchin g ev en ts,an dthatthe excitem en tw as ev ery day in creasin g .B utthere w ere tw o
aspects in w hich this m ig htbe reg arded,forthus tostripthe Fron tierof a larg e partof
its defen ders— toreduce the av ailable force atthe disposal of the B ritish Gov ern m en tto
a han dful of European troops— m ig htbe toen courag e the A fg han s tostream throug h
the Khybur P ass in an irresistible spasm of en erg y for the recov ery of P eshaw ur.The

risk of action w as g reat;the risk of quiescen ce seem ed also to be g reat.B utto those
three brav e m en ,in m idn ig htcoun cil assem bled,itappearedthatthe bolderw ouldbe
the bettercourse;an dsoitw as resolv edthatthey shouldbe the firsttostrik e,an dthat
four of the fiv e S epoy reg im en ts should be disarm ed at break of day.333 The
respon sibility of the blow w ouldrestw ith Cotton .H e didn othesitate toacceptit.

333
T he T w enty-firstS epoy regim entw asexem pted from the operation ofthe disarm ing order.Itw asthe senior

regim entintheCantonm ent,andassuch,accordingtom ilitary etiquetteand usage,theotherbattalionslooked to
itforanexam ple.Ithadcertainly notgivenasignalforinsurrection,andw hateverm ay havebeenthefeelingsw ith
w hich itregarded the suprem acy ofthe English,ithad show n no active sym ptom sofdisaffection.Itw asthought
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There w as n otim e tobe lost.S ohe aton ce sum m on edthe Com m an din g O fficers of the
N ativ e reg im en ts tohis Q uarters.D ay brok e before they w ere assem bled.There,in the

presen ce of Edw ardes an dN icholson ,Cotton toldthem w hathe haddeterm in edtodo,
an dorderedthem toparade theirreg im en tsw ith all possible dispatch.Then there arose
a storm of rem on stran ce.P rotestin g theiren tire con fiden ce in the fidelity of theirm en ,
these S epoy Com m an dan ts clam ored v ehem en tly ag ain stthe threaten ed disg race of
their reg im en ts;an d on e declared his con v iction thathis corps w ould n ev er subm itto
lay dow n its arm s,butw ould rise ag ain stthe order an d resolutely attack the g un s.334

Cotton listen ed atten tiv ely to all thatw as said, butthe discussion proceeded after
arg um en thad been exhausted,an d,after a w hile,Edw ardes,thin k in g thattim e an d

w ords w ere bein g w asted,brok e in w ith an em phatic sen ten ce,to the effect"thatthe
m atterresteden tirely w ith B rig adierCotton ."O n this Cotton aton ce exclaim ed:"Then
the troops as orig in ally determ in ed w ill be disarm ed." This silen ced all further
rem on stran ce. N ot an other w ord w as said by w ay of arg um en t. The reg im en tal
Com m an dan ts receiv ed their in struction s an d w en tforth to do the biddin g of their
chief.

It has been stated that the P eshaw ur Force had been w isely cut in tw o, as a
precaution ary m easure, by B rig adier Cotton . Itw as n ow arran g ed thatEdw ardes
should accom pan y Cotton to the rig htw in g ,w hilstN icholson w en tto the leftw ith
Colon el Gallow ay of the S ev en tieth Q ueen 's,w ho stood n extin sen iority.335 W ith the
form erw ere H erM ajesty's Eig hty-sev en th Fusiliers,w ith the latterthe S ev en tieth,both
w ith detachm en ts of A rtillery tosupportthem .Itw as a m om en tof in ten se an xiety.The
S epoy Com m an dan ts w ere paradin g theirm en ,an dthe Q ueen 's Reg im en ts w ere lyin g
in w aittoattack them on the firstsig n of resistan ce.The sudden n ess of the m ov em en t

took the S epoys aback ;they laiddow n theirarm s tothe biddin g of theirow n officers.
A n das the piles g rew an dg rew ,un derthe m ourn ful process of hum iliatin g surren der,
a feelin g of profoun d g rief an d sham e took possession of their officers, an d itis
recorded thatsom e of them casttheir ow n sw ords an d spurs upon the heaps of

advisable,therefore,tospareit,them oreespecially asitw asheldtobe"indispensabletokeeponeN ativeInfantry
corpstocarry onthedutiesofthestation."

334
"Itw asim possiblenottosym pathize w iththe soldierly feelingsofColonelHarringtonand M ajorS hakespeare;

butw hen ColonelP lum b°hasim plicitconfidencein the T w enty-seventh N ativeInfantry to be unshaken by events
in Hindostan,and had nothing to recom m end but conciliation,w hilst the Colonelofthe Fifty-first,on the other
hand,predicted that hism en w ould attack the gunsifcalled on to give up theirm uskets,hesitation w asat an
end."— Edwarde's Report.

335
BrigadierCottonatthistim ecom m andedgenerally theFrontierforce,w hilstColonelGallow ay w asBrigadier

com m anding.
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aban don ed m usk etry an d sabres in tok en of the stren g th of their sym pathy w ith the
S epoys,an dtheirdetestation of the authority w hich haddeg radedthem .336

The arm s surren dered,B rig adierCotton addressedthe reg im en ts,praisin g them forthe

readin ess w ith w hich they had obeyedorders;an d they w en ttotheirL in es.Thus w as
the w ork don e w ell an dthoroug hly— an dw ithoutthe sheddin g of a dropof blood.The
effectupon the m in ds of the people w as m ag ical.They believ ed thatw e w ere stron g
because w e w ere darin g .The old aphorism ,that"n othin g succeeds lik e success," w as
here trium phan tly v erified.The tribes,w hohadheldaloof w hilstdan g erthreaten edus,
an dthe issue w as doubtful,n ow pressedforw ardeag erly todohom ag e tothe audacity
of the En g lish. W ithoutan other haltof doubt, or trem or of hesitation , they cam e
forw ardw ith theiroffers of serv ice."A s w e rode dow n tothe disarm in g ,"saidH erbert

Edw ardes,"a v ery few chiefs an dyeom en of the coun try atten dedus,an dIrem em ber,
judg in g from their faces,thatthey cam e tosee w hich w ay the tide w ould tarn .A s w e
rode back frien ds w ere as thick as sum m erflies,an dlev ies beg an from thatm om en tto
com e in ." Good reason , in deed, had S ir John L aw ren ce to w rite to the P eshaw ur
Com m ission er,w ith hearty com m en dation ,sayin g :"Ilook on the disarm in g of the four
corps atP eshaw uras a m aster-strok e— on e w hich w ill dom uch g oodtok eepthe peace
throug houtthe P un jab.Com m an dan ts of Corps are un dera delusion ,an dw hilstin this

state theiropin ion sare of little v alue .... W e are doin g w ell in ev ery district— B echer
fam ously?337

B utalthoug h the N ativ e reg im en ts atP eshaw ur P un ishm en thad been disarm ed,they
hadn otbeen ren deredof D esertersaltog etherin n ocuous.A rm s on thatfron tier,thoug h
for the m ostpartof a ruder k in d than our ow n ,w ere abun dan t,an d our disciplin ed
S epoys, fratern izin g w ith the border tribes,m ig hthav e return ed to do us g riev ous
in jury.338 Itw as,perhaps,too m uch to expectthatthe en tire body of S epoys w ould

rem ain quietly in their L in es;for if the activ e prin ciple of rebellion w ere w ithin them ,
they w ouldbe eag ertocrossthe Fron tier,an dif they w ere un derthe pressure of a g reat
pan ic,con fusedan dbew ilderedby the blow w hich hadfallen upon them ,they w ould
surely believ e thatitw as the desig n of the E n g lish todestroy the soldiers w hom they
haddisarm ed.Itw as scarcely,therefore,tobe hopedthatatsuch a tim e there w ouldbe
n odesertion s.B utitw as n ecessary aton ce toarrestthese n atural im pulses toleav e the

336
ColonelEdw ardes'sofficialreport. "Asthe m usketsand sabresofthe once honored corpsw ere hurried

uncerem oniously into carts,it w assaid that here and there the spursand sw ordsof English officersfell
sym pathizing upon the pile." GeneralCotton saysthat the conduct ofsom e ofthe S epoy officersthen,and
afterw ards,w asofahighly insubordinate character,and thatseriousconsequencesto them w ould have ensued,
"had itbeen prudentto exhibitsuch adivision in the European elem entin the eyesofthe N ative troopsand the
peopleofthecountry."

337
M ajorJohnBecheroftheEngineers,Deputy-Com m issioneroftheHazarehDivisionoftheP unjab.

338
MS. Correspondence.
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L in es.339 Itw as n ota tim e forten dern ess— form ercy— ev en forjustice.A stern exam ple
w as tobe m ade of the firstoffen ders.S othe P olice w ere putupon theirtrack ,an dthe
tribesw ere en courag edtoarrestthe fug itiv es.M an y w ere broug htback ,in the firm g rip
of their supposed frien ds an d con federates— som e of them after fallin g am on g thiev es

an dbein g despoiledof all they possessed.

Those w ere the early days of our g reattrouble,an d Reg ulation an d Routin e w ere still
param oun t am on g st us. The techn icalities of the Judg e-A dv ocate had n ot been
dispen sed w ith,an d the trial of these deserters,therefore,w as con ducted w ith all due
cerem on y an d form ality.340 Colon el Gallow ay w as P residen t of the Court-M artial
assem bledby orderof Gen eral Reed,an dthe firstresultw as thatthe S ouban darM ajor
of the Fifty-first,foun d g uilty of desertion ,w as sen ten ced todeath;w hilsta H av ildar

an d a S epoy w ere con dem n ed to shortterm s of im prison m en t.The len ien cy of these
latter sen ten ces prov ok ed Cotton an d Edw ardes;butthe public execution of a hig h
N ativ e officerm ig htstill hav e a g ooddeterrin g effect.S oon the ev en in g of the 28th of
M ay, w hatw as called, in the dem i-official lan g uag e of the tim e, "an useful tim ber
fram e-w ork "w as erectedon the parade-g roun d,an da g en eral parade w as orderedfor
the follow in g m orn in g . "The S ouban dar M ajor of the Fifty-first w as han g ed this
m orn in g ,"w rote Edw ardes toN icholson on the 29th,"in presen ce of all the troops,w ho

behav edw ell.Ioccupiedthe roadin rearof Can ton m en tsw ith H orse an dFootlev ies,in
case the Fifty-firstshould refuse to atten d the parade,as som e people expected,in
w hich case Gen eral Cotton w ould hav e putthem to the bayon et."341 B utsoon the "
useful tim ber fram e-w ork " thus called in to requisition for the firsttim e atP eshaw ur
w as puttolarg er uses,un til the process of suspen sion becam e tedious,an d con v icted
offen dersw ere blow n from the g un s.

In the m ean w hile retribution w as ov ertak in g the Fifty-fifth Reg im en tatM urdan ."A n

hourhen ce,"w rote Edw ardeson the day afterthe disarm in g atP eshaw ur,"a sm all force
of three hun dred European In fan try, abouttw o hun dred an d fifty Cav alry (N ativ e
Irreg ulars), an d eig ht g un s, six of w hich are how itzers, w ill m arch from this
Can ton m en ttothe ferry atD obun dee,an dthen ce proceedtom orrow n ig htin on e lon g
m arch to the Fortof M urdan , for the purpose of disarm in g the Fifty-fifth N ativ e
In fan try,w hich is saidtobe in a state of m utin y."The expedition w as com m an dedby
Colon el Chute of the S ev en tieth Q ueen 's,342 an dw ith it,aspolitical officer,w en tColon el

John N icholson ,ev er eag er tobe in the thick of the action .Ithas been already related

339
T hedesertionsw ereprincipally from theFifty-firstR egim ent

340
T he Judge-Advocate said that drum -head courts-m artialw ere "obsolete." It w asnot long before they w ere

revivifiedintoinstitutionsofthepresent.

341
MS. Correspondence.

342
BrigadierCotton w ished him selfto go in com m and,but Edw ardespersuaded him to rem ain at P eshaw ur,

w herehisservicesw erem oreneeded.
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thatthe Fifty-fifth hadbeen orderedtoreliev e the Guide Corps atH ote-M urdan .Ithad
proceeded thither from N ow shera, leav in g tw o com pan ies atthe old station un der
Captain Cam eron .There the Q ueen 's Tw en ty -sev en th (En n isk illen s)hadbeen station ed
w ith B roug ham 's battery;butthe form er had been ordered to Raw ul-P in dee,an d the

lattertoP eshaw ur.A n dn ow ,w ith the exception of a little han dful of European s,w ho
hadbeen placedin charg e of the sick an dthe w om en an dchildren of the oldEuropean
g arrison ,the place w aslefttothe m ercy of m utin ousN ativ e troops.343 The situation w as
on e of extrem e dan g er.B utitw as m an fully con fron ted by L ieuten an tD av ies of the
En n isk illen s,w ho,hav in g placedhis helpless charg e in a con v en ien tbarrack ,drew up
his little body of staun ch En g lishm en , fully accoutered an d ready for action , an d
prepared to m eethis assailan ts. These sig n s of resistan ce w ere too m uch for the
m utin eers.H av in g fireda few ran dom shotsfrom a distan ce,they m ade off tow ardsthe

riv er,in ten din g to cross by the bridg e of boats,an d to join their com rades in H ote-
M urdan .B utTaylor,of the En g in eers,w ith characteristic readin ess of resource,brok e
the bridg e,by draw in g outthe boats in m id-chan n el,an d on ly a few m en m ade the
passag e of the riv er an d join ed their head-quarters in the course of the n ig ht.The rest
return ed totheir L in es,an d for a w hile rem ain ed sullen an d in activ e.B uta sum m on s
cam e to them to m arch to M urdan ,an d on the n ig htof the 22n d they w en tthither
peaceably un derCam eron 'scom m an d.

They w en ttosw ell the tide of treason .There w as n odoubtof the treachery of the m ain
body of the reg im en t,althoug h w ith lip-loyalty itw as still deceiv in g its officers,after
the old fashion ;an d its Colon el,H en ry S pottisw oode,w hois described as "a dev oted
soldier,w holiv ed for his reg im en t,"protested thathe had "im plicitcon fiden ce"in his
m en ,an dim ploredCotton n ottoactag ain stthem .S ostron g ,in deed,w as his trust,that
ev en the w arn in g sof som e m en of hisow n corpscouldn otshak e it.Tw ohun dredS ik hs
hadbeen en listedin tothe reg im en tsin ce ithadbeen station edin the P un jab,an dthese

m en n ow offered,if separated from the rest,to fig htthe w hole of the H in dostan ee
S epoys.B utS pottisw oode shook his head an d declin ed the offer.H e had faith in his
children tothe last.H e w ould"stak e his life on theirstaun chn ess;"an dhe did.O n the
n ig htof the 24th,the adv an ce of the force from P eshaw urw as suspected,if n otk n ow n ,
by the S epoys, an d the N ativ e officers w en t to the Colon el for an explan ation .
S pottisw oode k n ew the truth of the reportbuttoow ell.H e couldan sw ern othin g of an
assurin g k in d,an dthe deputiesw en tun satisfiedfrom hispresen ce.Then hisheartsun k

w ithin him .Itw asall ov er.The m utual con fiden ce on w hich he hadreliedsom uch w as
g on e forev er.H e could n otbearthe thoug htof the future,soleftalon e in his room he
blew outhisbrain s.344

343
Itshould be stated thatthere w asadetachm entofthe regim entposted on the Attockto guard the ferry at

Khyrabad.T hesem enw erethefirsttom utiny.

344
S eeaninterestingnoteinMr. Cave-Browne's book, vol. i., p. 170.ColonelS pottisw oodehadservedchiefly w ith

theT w enty-first,andhadbeenonly forafew m onthsincom m and oftheFifty-fifth.



A History of the Sepoy War in India. 1857-1858 - Volume II , Copyright © www.sanipanhwar.com 265

A s day w as break in g on the 25th,Chute's colum n ,hav in g been stren g then edby a body
of P un jab In fan try un derM ajorV aug han ,cam e in sig htof the Fortof H ote-M urdan .N o
soon er w as their adv an ce discern ed from the w alls than the Fifty-fifth rose in a body
an drushedforth tum ultuously,turn in g theirfaces tow ards the hills of S w at.N ow that

theirColon el w as g on e,they feltthatthere w as n ohope forthem .S othey w en t,tak in g
w ith them their arm s,their reg im en tal colors,all the treasure they could seize,an d all
the am m un ition thatthey could carry w ith them .Chute sen ton a detachm en tof all
arm s of his little force, w hilsthe occupied the Fortw ith the rem ain der;345 butthe
m utin eers had a lon g start, an d the coun try w as such thatour g un s could n otbe
broug htw ithin ran g e of the fug itiv es.These thin g s w ere in their fav or.B utthere w as
on e thin g terribly ag ain stthem .N icholson w as there.H is footin the stirrup,his sw ord
by hisside,an da few trusty horsem en behin dhim ,all hisoldm artial in stin cts,of w hich

civ il em ploym en thadlon g den iedthe g ratification ,g rew stron g w ithin him ag ain ,an d
he sw eptdow n upon the flyin g S epoys w ith a g ran d sw oop,w hich n othin g could
escape orresist.Itw as saidafterw ards thatthe tram pof his w ar-horse w as heardm iles
off."S pottisw oode's lig ht-heartedboys,"he w rote toEdw ardes on the 24th,"sw earthat
they w ill die fig htin g .Nous allons voir." A n d a day or tw o later he w rote to the sam e

belov edcorrespon den tsayin g ,"The Fifty-fifth foug htdeterm in ately,as m en ,w hohav e
n o chan ce of escape butby their ow n exertion s,alw ays do." B utthe pursuin g party

k illed abouta hun dred an d tw en ty of the m utin eers,captured abouta hun dred an d
fifty,w ith the reg im en tal colors,an dm ore than tw ohun dredstan dsof arm s.346 The rest
took refug e in the L oon dk hoorhills.A n dm an y of those w hofell on thatday fell un der
N icholson 's ow n stron g arm . O f those un der him , n on e foug htso w ell as his ow n
M oun tedP olice.The m en of the Irreg ularCav alry on ly "preten dedtoact."347 "Ididn ot
g ethom e till 7 P .M .yesterday,"he w rote toEdw ardes on the 26th of M ay,"hav in g been
justtw en ty hours in the saddle,an din the sun the w hole day.S oyou m ay fan cy Iw as
deadbeat,an dm y horse too.H e carriedm e ov ersev en ty m iles."

If there hadbeen an y doubtbefore as tothe m an of m en — the on e,of all others,stron g
in action an dsw iftin pursuit,by w hom desperate w ork ,such as Edw ardes hadspok en
of in Calcutta,w as tobe don e best,the question w as n ow settled.A ll m en saw in this

345
Itshould be stated thatthe officersofthe Fifty-fifth,w ith aboutone hundred and tw enty m en,cam e outof

theFortand joined Chute'sforce.Itw asdoubted w hetherthey w erem orefaithfulthantherest.ColonelEdw ardes
(O fficialR eport)saysthatthey w erebroughtoverby thethreatsandpersuasionsoftheirofficers.

346
ColonelChutetoBrigadierCotton,M urdan,M ay 28.

347
"T here w ere som e Irregulars,but they only pretended to act.Captain L aw ,w ho com m anded aparty ofthe

T enth IrregularCavalry,gotw ounded in setting avain exam ple to hism en,one ofw hom treacherously fired into
the Fifth P unjab Infantry.T he Fifth,underM ajorVaughan,follow ed asclose asinfantry could do,and show ed an
adm irable spirit throughout the day." — Edw ardes'sR eport.N icholson w rote that "the casualtiesin the T enth
IrregularCavalry the otherday w ere an excellent index ofthe state and value ofthe corps."— "T hese casualties
w ere one European officer,w ounded w hilst trying to gethism en to advance,one S onarkilled,not by the Fifty-
fifth,butby Vaughan'sm en,intow hom hetreacherously fired."— MS. Correspondence.
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the firstof N icholson 's g reatexploits in the m utin y-w ar,the forerun n erof m an y others
of the sam e stam p.Itw asa fin e thin g atthattim e— n othin g fin erin the w hole history of
the W ar— tom ark the en thusiasm w ith w hich m en ,all earn estin the g reatw ork before
them ,rejoicedin the successes of theirbrethren ,an dsen tforth,on e toan other,pleasan t

paean s of en courag em en t.The chief officers of the P un jab w ere boun d tog ether n ot
m erely by the excitem en tof a com m on object;the bon ds of a com m on affection w ere
equally stron g w ithin them ,an d each w as eag er toexpress his adm iration of the g ood
deeds of an other.There m ay hav e been g oodfellow shipin otherprov in ces,butin n on e
w asthere such fellow shipasthis.M en of the stam pof Edw ardesan dN icholson ,B echer
an d L ak e, Jam es an d M 'P herson — all hav in g equal zeal for the public, butn otall
en joyin g equal opportun ities, or, perhaps, possessin g equal pow ers, free from all
jealousies,all riv alries— w ere stron g in m utual adm iration ,an d w ere as proud of the

exploits of a com rade as of their ow n .This g reatraid of John N icholson stirred the
hearts of all m en to their depth.Edw ardes in letter after letter,in brief butem phatic
sen ten ces,hadsen thim those fin e,fran k ,g en ial w ords of hearty com m en dation ,w hich
n o m an ev er uttered m ore becom in g ly or m ore acceptably,an d afterw ards recorded
officially thathis frien d"w ith a han dful of horsem en hurledhim self lik e a thun derbolt
on the route of a thousan dm utin eers."A n dJohn B echer,all a-g low w ith adm iration of
the tw oP eshaw urCom m ission ers,w rote toEdw ardes,sayin g ,"Irejoice tosee you thus

ridin g on the w hirlw in dan dcon trollin g the storm ,an dg ladam idstthe thun der-clouds.
Yourlettersoun ds lik e a clarion -blastfull of v ig oran dself-relian ce;an dIam proudto
see you an d N icholson in this g ran d storm , m asters atyour w ork ; rig htg lad that
N icholson didn otleav e.There w as w ork forhis w ar-horse,an dhe is in his elem en t—
the firstw ho has struck a death-blow .A n d w e m ay be proud of John L aw ren ce as a
m aster-spiritin these tim es."348

A terrible exam ple w as n ow tobe m ade of the m utin eers of the Fifty-fifth.A hun dred

an dtw en ty S epoy prison ers w ere in the han ds of the B ritish.They w ere all liable tothe
pun ishm en tof death. Itw as n otto be doubted thatthe tim e had com e w hen the
sev erity of the hourw ouldbe the hum an ity of all tim e.B utthese rebels,thoug h tak en
fig htin g ag ain sttheirm asters,an d k n ow n tohav e had m urder in theirhearts,hadn ot
shedthe bloodof theirofficers,an dthere w ere som e am on g stthem w hoin the tum ult
of the hourhadbeen carriedaw ay by the m ultitude w ithoutan y g uilty in ten t.The v oice
of m ercy,therefore,w as lifted up."Im ustsay a few w ords for som e of the Fifty-fifth

prison ers," w rote N icholson to Edw ardes."The officers of thatreg im en tall con cur in
statin g thatthe S ik hs w ere on their side to the last.I w ould,therefore,tem per stern
justice w ith m ercy,an dspare the S ik hsan dyoun g recruits.B low aw ay all the restby all
m ean s,butspare boys scarcely outof their childhood,an d m en w how ere really loyal

348
N icholson him selfw asvery anxiousthat too m uch credit should not be given to him forthisexploit.It w as

stated in the publicprintsthathe had com m anded the expeditionary force from P eshaw ur,and thathe had been
tw enty hoursin pursuit ofthe enem y; and he requested that it m ight be explained w ith equalpublicity that
ColonelChutecom m anded theforce,andthathe(N icholson)had beentw enty hoursinthesaddle,butnotallthat
tim einpursuit.
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an drespectful uptothe m om en tw hen they allow edthem selv es tobe carriedaw ay in a
pan ic by the m ass." A n d S ir John L aw ren ce w rote also in the sam e strain to the
Com m ission er of P eshaw ur."In respectto the m utin eers of the Fifty-fifth,they w ere
tak en fig htin g ag ain stus,an dsofardeserv e little m ercy.B ut,on full reflection ,Iw ould

n otputthem all todeath.Idon otthin k thatw e should be justified in the eyes of the
A lm ig hty in doin g so.A hun dredan dtw en ty m en are a larg e n um bertoputtodeath.
O ur objectis to m ak e an exam ple to terrify others. I thin k this objectw ould be
effectually g ain ed by destroyin g from a quarter to a third of them .Iw ould selectall
those ag ain stw hom an ythin g bad can be show n — such as g en eral bad character,
turbulen ce,prom in en ce in disaffection or in the fig ht,disrespectful dem ean or totheir
officers durin g the few days before the 26th,an dthe lik e.If these didn otm ak e up the
requiredn um ber,Iw ouldthen addtothem the oldestsoldiers.A ll these shouldbe shot

or blow n aw ay from g un s,as m ay be m ostexpedien t.The restI w ould div ide in to
batches:som e to be im prison ed ten years,som e sev en ,som e fiv e,som e three.Ithin k
thata sufficien texam ple w ill then be m ade,an d thatthese distin ction s w ill do g ood,
an d n otharm .The S epoys w ill see thatw e pun ish to deter,an d n otfor v en g ean ce.
P ublic sym pathy w ill n otbe on the side of the sufferers.O therw ise,they w ill fig ht,
desperately tothe last,asfeelin g certain thatthey m ustdie."349

A n din these opin ion s,equally politican dm erciful,the m ilitary authorities con curred;
in deed,there w as aton e tim e som e talk of sufferin g those m en of the Fifty-fifth,w ho
hadn otactually com m ittedthem selv es,toretain theirarm s,an dev en of rew ardin g the
bestof them .B utsubsequen tin v estig ation prov ed thatthe H in dostan ees w hohad n ot
leftthe Fortow ed their im m un ity from actual crim e rather to acciden tthan to loyal
desig n ;so they w ere discharg ed w ithoutpay,an d sen tbeyon d the In dus,w hilstthe
S ik hs,w hohad m ade g allan tofferof serv ice,w ere leftw ith theirarm s in theirhan ds,
an ddraftedin tootherreg im en ts.

Then cam e the stern w ork of retribution .O n the 3rd of Jun e,tw elv e deserters of the
Fifty-firsthad been han g ed;an d n ow on the 10th,the parade-g roun d of the Eig hty-
sev en th Q ueen 's, on w hich the g allow s had been perm an en tly erected, w itn essed
an other scen e of execution still m ore g hastly in its aspect.The fug itiv es from H ote-
M urdan had all been sen ten ced to death.A hun dred an d tw en ty crim in als had been
con dem n ed to be blow n aw ay from our g un s.B utthe recom m en dation s of the Chief

Com m ission er had tem pered the sev erity of the sen ten ce,an d on ly on e-third of the
n um ber had been m ark ed for execution .Forty prison ers w ere broug htoutm an acled
an d m iserable to thatdreadful pun ishm en t-parade.The w hole g arrison of P eshaw ur
w as draw n up,form in g three sides of a square,to w itn ess the con sum m ation of the
sen ten ce.The fourth side w asform edby a deadly array of g un s.Thousan dsof outsiders
had poured in from the surroun din g coun try to be spectators of the trem en dous
cerem on y— all curious, m an y doubtful, som e perhaps m alig n an tly eag er for an

349
MS. Correspondence.
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outbreak , to be follow ed by the collapse of B ritish ascen dan cy. The pieces of the
European s w ere loaded.The officers,in addition totheir reg ulation arm s,had for the
m ostpartready to their clutch w hatw as n ow becom in g an in stitution — the m an y-
barreledrev olv erpistol.The issue w as doubtful,an dourpeople w ere preparedforthe

w orst.

Un der a salute from on e of the batteries,the B rig adier-Gen eral appeared on parade.
H av in g ridden alon g the fron ts of the g reathum an square,he ordered the sen ten ce to
be read.A n dthis don e,the g rim cerem on y com m en ced.The forty selectedm alefactors
w ere executed atthe m outh of the g un s.350 N o m an lifted a han d to sav e them .The
N ativ e troops on parade bore them selv es w ith steadin ess,as un der a g reataw e,an d
w hen orders w en tforth for the w hole to m arch pastin rev iew order, arm ed an d

un arm edalik e w ere obedien ttothe w ordof com m an d.Toourn ew ly-raisedlev ies an d
to the curious on -look ers from the,coun try,the w hole spectacle w as a m arv el an d a
m ystery.Itw as a w on derful display of m oral force,an d itm ade a deep an d abidin g
im pression .There w as this g reatv irtue in it,thathow ev erun in tellig ible the process by
w hich sog reata resulthadbeen achiev ed,itw as easy toun derstan dthe factitself.The
En g lish had con quered,an d w ere m asters of the position .P erhaps som e of the m ost
sag acious an d astute of the spectators of thatm orn in g 's w ork said toeach other,or to

them selv es, as they turn ed their faces hom ew ard, thatthe En g lish had con quered
because they w ere n otafraid. The stren g th, in deed, im parted to our cause by the
disarm in g -parade of the 24th of M ay hadbeen m ultipliedten -foldby the pun ishm en t-
parade of the 10th of Jun e.A n ditis hardtosay how m an y liv es— the liv esof m en of all
races— w ere sav edby the seem in g sev erity of thisearly execution .

A m on g the rude people of the borderthe audacity thus displayedby the En g lish in the
face of pressin g dan g er excited boun dless adm iration . They had n o lon g er an y

m isg iv in g s w ith respectto the superiority of a race thatcould do such g reatthin g s,
calm ly an d coolly,an dw ith all the form ality of an in spection -parade.The con fiden ce in
our pow er, w hich the disban dm en tof the N ativ e reg im en ts had don e so m uch to
rev iv e,n ow struck deep rootin the soil-Free offers of alleg ian ce con tin ued tocom e in
from the tribes.Feelin g n ow thatthe En g lish w ere m asters of the situation ,theirav arice
w as k in dled,an dev ery m an w hohada m atchlock ora tulwar,or,betterstill,a horse to

brin g to the m uster,cam e forw ard w ith his ten der of serv ice to the B ritish officers at

P eshaw ur.The difficultiesan dperplexitiesof the crisiscouldn otobscure the hum orsof
this stran g e recruitin g . H erbert Edw ardes, w ho w as the life an d soul of ev ery
m ov em en t at that tim e, has him self sk etched its com ic aspects w ith an alm ost

350
ItisasignificantfactthatneitherS irHerbertEdw ardes,inhisO fficialP eshaw urR eport,norS irS ydney Cotton

in hispublished N arrative,saysone w ord about thispunishm ent-parade.And w hat these brave m en,being eye-
w itnessesofthe horror,shrunkfrom describing,Im ay w ellabstain from dw elling on in detail.T here isno lack,
how ever,ofparticulars,allghastly andsom egrotesque,inthecotem porary lettersbeforem e.
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H og arthian fidelity of detail.351 B utthis passed,w hilstev ery w eek dev eloped m ore
strik in g ly its serious results.For,as the m on th of Jun e adv an ced,an d n ew s cam e that
the En g lish hadn otretak en D elhi,an dacrossthe borderw en tfrom m outh tom outh the
rum or of the fiery crescen t,there w as in creasin g dan g er thatM ussulm an fan aticism

m ig htprev ail ov er all else, an d thata relig ious w ar on ce proclaim ed, itw ould be
im possible to con trol the g reattide of M ahom edan ism thatw ould pour itself dow n
from the N orth.If in thathourthe En g lish hadbeen w eak atP eshaw ur,they m ig hthav e
been ov erw helm ed. B utm uch as those w ild M oslem s lov ed M ahom ed, they lov ed
m on ey m ore,an d w hen they saw thatw e w ere stron g ,they clun g to us,as the w iser
policy.

The en d of the Fifty-fifth m ay be n arrated here.Ev en m ore deplorable than the fate of

these m en ,thus sudden ly broug htface toface w ith ig n om in ious death,w as the doom
im pen din g ov ertheircom rades,w hohadescapedfrom N icholson 'spursuin g horsem en
across the border in to S w at. There they foun d the coun try ren tby in testin e feuds;
alm ost,in deed,in the throes of a rev olution .The tem poral an d spiritual chiefs— the
P adshah an d the A k hoon d— w ere atstrife w ith on e an other. The m utin eers took
them selv es an d their arm s tothe form er,buthe had n o m on ey topay them ,an d our
sleek , w ell-fed H in dostan ees soon discov ered thatthey had com m itted a g riev ous

blun der.In a little w hile the body of their leader— the self-m ade shattered corpse of a
w hite-beardedS ouban dar— w as floatin g dow n the riv er un der the w alls of N ow shera,
an d his follow ers,disappoin ted an d destitute,w ere turn in g their faces tow ards the
coun try of the Rajah of Cashm ere,sick of M ussulm an fan aticism ,an dhopin g toexcite
sym pathy an d obtain serv ice un der a Rajpoot g ov ern m en t. These poor deluded
H in doos,w hohad aban don ed pay,pen sion ,peace,ev erythin g thatw as dear tothem ,
un der a blin d besettin g belief in the big otry of their Christian m asters, n ow foun d
them selv es breast-hig h in the bitter w aters of M ahom edan persecution .352 They had

escaped the chim era of a g reasedcartridg e tobe despoiledof their sacred threads an d
circum cised.They had fled from a ran dom rum or tocon fron ta rev oltin g reality.A n d
n ow they w ere fain to g o sk ulk in g alon g the border,tak in g their g aun tbodies an d
tattered g arm en ts toan y place of refug e open tothem ,seek in g rest,butfin din g n on e;
for as they huddled alon g the H azareh border,stum blin g throug h rock y defiles,m ore
in hospitable than their M ahom edan persecutors,John B echer raised the frien dly clan s
tohun tthem outlik e v erm in .Then their m isery w as atits heig ht.H un g ry an d n ak ed

an dfootsore,itw asdeath tothem tom ov e,itw asdeath tothem torem ain still.A n other
v en erable S ouban dar setan exam ple of suicide to his follow ers by shootin g him self,
declarin g thatitw as better to die aton ce than to perish slow ly by starv ation .B echer
him self has toldw ith rare force of lan g uag e how firston e detachm en tthen an otherw as

351
S eetheP eshaw arM utiny R eport,especially paragraph66,w hichw illbefoundentireintheAppendix.

352
M r.Cave-Brow ne saysthat"m any asleekBrahm in w asm ade acom pulsory M ahom edan,doom ed to servile

officesin theirmusjids;othersw ere sold forslaves.R um orhas it that one fat old S oubandarw assold forfour
annas (sixpence)."
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assisted by frien dly Kohistan ees an d others,w hose serv ices he had m ostsag aciously
en listed,un til the w hole w ere either destroyed or broug htprison ers in toour cam p.353

Then cam e the lastscen e of all,in w hich the Gibbetan dthe Gun s w ere the chief actors.
O n the v ery outsk irts of civ ilization , w here on ly a few En g lishm en w ere g athered

tog ether,the lastof "S pottisw oode's lig htheartedfellow s"paidthe pen alty of theirfolly
of their crim e. O n e party after an other of the fug itiv es w as broug htin , tried by a
m ilitary courtan dsen ten cedtodeath;an dthey w ere hun g up,orblow n aw ay,on som e
com m an din g g roun d,tobe a w arn in g an da terrortoothers.B rav e an dsullen they w en t
totheirdoom ,ask in g on ly todie lik e soldiers atthe can n on 's m outh,n otas dog s in the
n oose of the g ibbet.L ittle less than tw ohun dredm en w ere executedatthattim e in the
H azareh coun try."Thus,hun ted dow n to the lastlik e w ild beasts,w as con sum m ated
the m iserable fate of the Fifty-fifth Reg im en t,aridthusthey affordeda salutary exam ple

tootherm utin ous reg im en ts,by prov in g the farreach of ourpow er,an dthatthere w as
n orefug e ev en beyon d our border."354 If an y had n otbeen thus hun ted out,their fate
w as perhaps w orse than thatof the executed m alefactors, for they w ere sold in to
slav ery,an dcom pelledtoapostatize fortheirliv es.

Elsew here,how ev er,w ere om in ous sym ptom s upon the Fron tier.N icholson ,sin ce his
g reatraid ag ain stthe fug itiv es of the Fifty-fifth,had been still in the field,an d he had

frequen tly w ritten toEdw ardes thatthe M ussulm an chiefs on the borderw ere eag erly
w atchin g the prog ress of ev en ts,an den courag in g the rebellion of ourN ativ e soldiery;
w ho,atthe sam e tim e,hadbeen m ak in g ov ertures tothem .There w as,too,a n otorious
outlaw , n am ed A joon Khan , w ho w as believ ed to be in trig uin g w ith our troops at
A bazye,a fortress on the ban k s 9f the S w atRiv er,an dN icholson w as eag ertom ak e a
sw oopupon him .355

353
S eeM ajorBecher'spublishedreport— P unjab M utiny P apers.InaprivatelettertoEdw ardes(July 1)hegivesa

graphicdescription oftheflightofthe S epoysand theraisingoftheborderclans."Afterm akingam arch,"he said,
"in the direction ofKhagan,they turned hackand w entby the m ore difficultroad through the Kohistan,alongthe
Industo Chilass,and w ith facestow ardsGhiljet,orsom e otherportion ofCashm ere,asto the prom ised land of
safety.O ne oftheirofficersshothim selfatthe prospect;one ortw o have died already;severalare very ill.T hey
have no carriage and are ratherhungry.T he road isvery difficult even form en ofthe country.T hey have no
shelter,and Ibelieve thatvery few canescape;besidesw hich,theM aharajahGholab S ingh hasm oved aregim ent
to hisGhiljet frontier,and sw earshe w illpolish offevery m an he m eets.He hasalso w arned the Goojursand
people ofthe country to pay them off.Ihave had severalm essengersw ho have seen.them .T hey are m ostly
Hindoos.L ooking naked asthey do,the w om en and children throw stonesat them and cry,'O ut on you,black
Kaffirsw ithout decency!'And they w ere shocked by the habitsw hich they w itnessed in the early m orning.T he
people ofP ucklee and Hazarahave com e forth like spiritsatm y bidding.Ihave been deluged w ith clansm en,and
ourcam p isvery picturesque ....Ihave received satisfactory assurancesfrom allourborderchiefs.Ifthe S yudsof
Khagan had not,like good m en and true,m anned theirfront,Ithinkthe S epoysw ould have tried an easierroute;
butthenagainthey w ould havefoundm enofGholab S ingh'sready atM ozufferabad."MS. Correspondence.

354
M ajorBecher'sR eport.

355
T hisuneasy feeling on the frontierhad been oflong standing.S ee the follow ing significant passage in M r.

Forsyth'sM utiny R eport:"O fthe causesw hich led to thisrebellion itisnot,form e to speak,butIcannotrefrain
from recordingone fact,w hich w asnotw ithoutsignificance.In August,1856,aletterfrom the Akhoond ofS w at,
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"The g am e isbecom in g n iceran dm ore com plicated,"he hadw ritten on the 26th of M ay
from M urdan ,"A joon Khan has com e dow n toP ran g ar,an ditisg en erally believ edthat
he has don e soatthe in stig ation of our troops there.This does n otseem im probable.

There is n odoubtthatfor som e tim e pastem issaries (m ostly M oollahs)from the H ills
had been g oin g back w ards an d forw ards betw een the Fifty-fifth N ativ e In fan try here
an d certain parties in their ow n coun try." Four days afterw ards, he w rote from
O m urzye,sayin g :"W e are juststartin g for A bazye.I w ill letyou k n ow this ev en in g
w hetherIrecom m en dthe disarm in g of the S ixty-fourth N ativ e In fan try.Iam stron g ly
in clin ed tobeliev e thatw e should n otm erely disarm butdisban d thatcorps,an d the
Ten th Irreg ularCav alry.There is n odoubtthatthey hav e both been in com m un ication
w ith the A k hoon d of S w at.....If the disarm in g of both or either corps be determ in ed

upon , w e can do itv ery w ell from here,w ithouttroublin g the P eshaw ur troops. I
believ e w e didn otpitch in tothe Fifty-fifth on e day toosoon .Thatcorps an dthe S ixty-
fourth w ere all plan n in g to g o ov er to the A k hoon d tog ether.I hav e g ota m an w ho
taun tedm y police on the lin e of m arch w ith sidin g w ith in fidelsin a relig iousw ar.M ay
Ihan g him ?"

O n the follow in g day N icholson w rote from A bazye,sayin g :"W e arriv edhere all rig ht

yesterday,an d foun d the S ixty-fourth look in g v ery v illain ous,butof course perfectly
quiet.They hav e been talk in g v ery disloyally both tothe Ghilzyes"(m en of the Khelat-i-
Ghilzye Reg im en t)"an dpeople of the coun try,an dthe form erhav e ceasedtoassociate
w ith them .The latterhav e been ratherhopin g fora row ,in the m idstof w hich they m ay
escape payin g rev en ue."W hathe saw w as quite en oug h tocon v in ce him thatitw ould
be w ell todothe w ork aton ce.A pprov al hadcom e from Cotton ,from Edw ardes,an d
from L aw ren ce.S oa detachm en tof European s,w ith som e P un jabee details an d som e
g un s of B roug ham 's battery, the w hole un der thatofficer, w ere sen tto disarm the

com pan ies atS hubk udder,an dafterw ards those atM ichn ee,w hilstthe force atA bazye
w as bein g dealtw ith by other com pon en ts of Chute's colum n .The teeth of the S ixty-
fourth w ere draw n w ithoutdifficulty. B utthe an n ihilation of the Ten th Irreg ular
Cav alry w as reserv ed for an other day N icholson recom m en ded thatn o action should
be tak en ag ain stthe Irreg ulars un til tidin g s of the fall of D elhishouldhav e reachedthe
P un jab.H e little thoug hthow rem ote w as this ev en tatthe beg in n in g of Jun e;thatlon g
m on ths w ere yettow earaw ay in un successful efforts toaccom plish the g reatobjectfor

w hich the P un jab w as pourin g outsom uch of its m ilitary stren g th.A n dothers w ere of
the sam e san g uin e tem per all ev er the P rov in ce— fortun ately, for this faith, stron g

addressed to Futteh Khan,ofP indee Gheb,w asbrought to m e at R aw ul-P indee.Am ong m uch othernew s,the
w riterstated thattheM ahom edansofL ucknow hadw rittentoDostM ahom ed,inform inghim thatO udehadbeen
taken by the British,and thatasthey supposed thatHyderabad w ould follow ,there w ould soon be no stronghold
ofIslam left in Hindostan,and unlesssom e effort w ere m ade the cause oftrue believersw ould he lost.In the
event ofthe M ahom edansofO ude entering on any plan,they w ished to know w hat aid they m ightexpect from
theDost.T hesagaciousreply tothisobservationw asstatedby thew ritertobe,'W hatw illberem ainstobeseen.'"
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thoug h delusiv e,sustain edthem ,an dthey w ork edw ith betterheartan dg reaterv ig or
forholdin g fasttothe lie.

There w as n ow n ofurtherserv ice forChute's colum n toperform .S oitm archedback to

P eshaw ur,an dN icholson rode on in adv an ce of it,toresum e hispolitical duties.O n the
10th of Jun e, Edw ardes w elcom ed his frien d an d fellow -w ork m an w ith w arm
con g ratulation s on his success. "N icholson cam e in from A bazye this m orn in g ," he
w rote toS irJohn L aw ren ce,"look in g ratherthe w orse forexposure;an dw e hav e been
g oin g ov er the batta question ,& c.,w ith the Gen eral,an d hav e decided tosay n othin g

aboutittill D elhi falls,an d then to disarm the Ten th Irreg ular Cav alry,an d exem pt
from the abolition of batta the Tw en ty-first N ativ e In fan try, the Khelat-i-Ghilzye

Reg im en t,an d the S ev en teen th an d Eig hteen th Irreg ular Cav alry,if they k eep quiet."

A n din the sam e letterhe w rote tothe Chief Com m ission er,sayin g ,"W hata terrible job
isthe g oin g off of those three reg im en tsfrom Jullun dhuran dP hillourtow ardsD elhi!"It
w as a source of sore distress an d dire ag g rav ation to Edw ardes an d N icholson that,
w hilst they had been doin g so m uch for the defen ce of the prov in ce an d the
m ain ten an ce of the hon or of the n ation ,others w ere throw in g aw ay ev ery chan ce that
cam e in theirw ay,an dby theirw eak n essan din decision sufferin g the en em y toescape.

For in other parts of the prov in ce there w as n otalw ays thatg lorious audacity w hich
secures success by n ev er doubtin g its attain m en t.In the firstw eek of Jun e,the S epoy
reg im en ts atJullun dhur,w hom ,as w e hav e already seen ,B rig adierJohn ston e hadn ot
disarm edin M ay,w ere sw ellin g w ith sedition an dripe forrev olt.M ajorEdw ardL ak e,
w ho,in early youth,had shared w ith H erbertEdw ardes the distin ction of strik in g the
firstblow atthe M ooltan ee in surg en ts of '49,w as Com m ission er of the Jullun dhur
div ision .H e had been absen ton circuitw hen the ev en ts occurred w hich hav e been
detailed in a prev ious chapter,butbefore the en d of the m on th he had return ed to

H ead-Q uarters,hadclosely observ edthe tem perof the S epoys,an dhadbeen con v in ced
thatthey w ere on ly w aitin g an opportun ity to break in to open rebellion .H e stron g ly
coun seled, therefore, the disarm in g of the reg im en ts. B utthere w as n o Cotton at
Jullun dhur.The S epoy com m an dan ts shook theirheads aftertheirw on tedfashion ;an d
the B rig adier,tossedhitheran dthitherby w ildcon flicts of doubt,atlastsubsidedin to
in action . Ev en ts w ere leftto dev elop them selv es, an d they did so w ith all possible
adv an tag e tothe m utin eers.O n the n ig htof the 7th of Jun e,the N ativ e battalion s— tw o

reg im en ts of Footan don e of H orse — in aug urateda g en eral risin g by settin g fire tothe
house of the Colon el of the Q ueen 's reg im en t.In a little w hile the L in es w ere all astir
w ith the sig hts an dsoun ds of open m utin y;an dthe officers w ere m ak in g theirw ay to
the parade-g roun ds,w hilstw om en an dchildren ,in w ildexcitem en t,w ere hurryin g to
the appoin tedplace of refug e.Itis n oteasy todescribe the uproaran dcon fusion w hich
m ade the m idn ig hthideous, n or to explain the reason w hy, in the presen ce of an
European reg im en tan d a troop of European A rtillery,the in surg en ts w ere allow ed to
run riotin un restrain ed rev olt.The in ciden ts of the risin g w ere of the com m on type.

They w ere n otdistin g uishedby an y peculiaratrocities.Itseem sthatthere w asa g en eral
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un derstan din g am on g the S epoys thaton a g iv en day they should settheir faces
tow ards D elhi.A s a body,they did n otlustfor the blood of their officers;butin the
excitem en tof the m om en t,m urderous blow s w ere dealt.A djutan tB ag shaw e,of the
Thirty-sixth Reg im en t— a g allan tofficer an d a g ood m an — w as m ortally w oun ded

w hilsten deav orin g torally a party of his S epoys.The death-blow did n otcom e from
on e of his ow n m en ,butfrom a trooper w ho "rode up an d shothim ." O ther officers
w ere w oun ded in the con fusion of the hour;houses w ere burn t,an d property w as
destroyed.B utthere w ere in stan cesof fidelity an dattachm en ton the partof the S epoys;
m en cam e forw ard staun chly an d dev otedly to sav e the liv es of their officers.A n d
altog ether there w ere the usual con tradiction s an d an om alies,w hich,m ore or less all
ov erthe coun try,seem edtoin dicate the g en eral half-heartedn essof the S epoy rev olt.

Itw as obv iously the in ten tion of the Jullun dhur B rig ade topick up the lon g -w av erin g
reg im en tatP hillour,an d then for the w hole tom arch on toD elhi.356 A trooper of the
Cav alry g alloped forw ard in adv an ce of the rebel force to g iv e the Third the earliest
tidin g s of their approach. The con duct of the last-n am ed corps appears to be
in scrutable,exceptupon the hypothesis of a lon g -cherished desig n ,an d thatpatien t,
sturdy resistan ce of all im m ediate tem ptation s,w hich seem s in m an y in stan ces tohav e
distin g uishedthe behav iorof m en w aitin g foran appoin tedday an da g iv en sig n al.The

Third,thatm ig hthav e don e us such g riev ous in jury w hen the sieg e-train w as in its
g rasp,n ow thatthe tim e had com e,castin its lotw ith the Jullun dhur m utin eers,an d
sw epton tow ards the city of the Kin g .Itis on e of the w orstdisg races of the w ar that
these Jullun dhur reg im en ts w ere ev er suffered toreach P hillour.There w as n olack of
m en eag er to pursue the m utin eers; butthe on e w ord from the on e respon sible
authority w as n otspok en un til all orders m ig htas w ell hav e been g iv en tothe w in ds.
The m utin eers haddon e theirw ork an dm archedoutof can ton m en ts by on e o'clock in
the m orn in g ,an d n otun til sev en w as the w ord g iv en for the adv an ce of the pursuin g

colum n .The extrem e con sideration of B rig adierJohn ston e forhis European troops w as
such thathe w aited un til the fierce Jun e sun had risen — w aitedun til the com m issariat
w as n otready— w aitedun til the en em y hadescaped.357 The pursuers m archedoutan d
m archedback ag ain ,n ev erhav in g seen the en em y atall.

356
Ifind the follow ing in the P unjab M utiny P apers.Itseem sto leave little doubtw ith respect to the foregone

design: "T hese intentionsw ere by chance divulged by aw ounded Havildarofthe T hird N ative Infantry to an
officer,w ho found him concealed at Hom avoon'stom b,afterthe capture ofDelhi.T hisinform ation w asgiven
w ithout any attem pt at palliation orreserve ....It w asfrom the lipsofam an w ho knew hisend w asnear,and
conveyed theim pressionoftruthtoishearer;itis,m oreover,borneoutby know nfactsand circum stances.Itw as,
strictly,thatallthe troopsin the JullunderDoab had agreed to rise sim ultaneously ;adetachm entfrom Jullunder
w asto go overto Hooshiarpore,to fetch aw ay the T hirty-third N ative Infantry,failingw hich the T hirty-third w ere
torem ain(and they did so);thentheirarrivalatP hillourw astobethesignalfortheT hird tojoin,w henallw ereto
proceed toDelhi,facingtheriverasbestthey could."— Report Mr. Ricketts.

357
I give thison the authority of Brigadier Johnstone,w ho him self says: "T he pursuit of the m utineers

com m enced before seven o'clock ofthe m orning follow ing the night ofthe outbreak.It could not have been
undertaken earlier.T he direction taken by the rebelsw asnotascertained tillhalf-pastthree o'clock.P reparations
had to be m ade in obtaining carriage forthe infantry,providing rations,&c.,perfecting the equipm ent forguns,
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The history of the so-called pursuitappears tobe this.In the course of the day,there
bein g a v ag ue im pression thatP hillour m ig htbe in dan g er,O lpherts,w ith tw oof his
g un s,carryin g a sm all party of the Eig hth Q ueen 's on theircarriag es,an daccom pan ied

by the S econ d P un jab Cav alry,pushed on to thatplace,w here they foun d thatthe
officers of the Third had escaped in tothe Fort,an d thatthe S epoys w ere crossin g the
riv erata ferry som e fourm ilesdistan t.A ftera w hile,the m ain body of the troops from
Jullun dhurcam e up,an dthen the question arose astow hetheran ythin g couldbe don e.
Those w how ouldfain hav e don e som ethin g ,didn otk n ow w hattodo,an dthose w ho
k n ew w hatshould be don e,w ere n otm in ded todoit.N oon e from Jullun dhur k n ew
the w ay from P hillour tothe S utlej,an d the P hillour officers,shutup in the Fort,sen t
outn oon e tog uide them .S othe resultw as thatn oon e didan ythin g ,an dthe pursuin g

colum n biv ouack ed brav ely for the n ig ht.Itis un derstood thatthe hig hestm ilitary
authorities w ere con v in ced thatB rig adier John ston e had don e his duty n obly— but
H istory an dthe H orse Guardsare often atissue.

S uch, how ev er, are the altern ation s of lig htan d shadow in this n arrativ e, thatthe
n arratorhas n ev ertotarry lon g w ithoutan exam ple of thatactiv ity of B ritish m an lin ess
w hich sav ed the Em pire in this g reatcon v ulsion .W hilstthe Jullun dhur B rig adierw as

thus earn in g the approbation of the hig hestm ilitary authorities,tw o jun ior civ ilian s,
actin g on ly on their ow n im pulses,w ere doin g their bestto cutoff the m arch of the
m utin eers.O n e of these w as a youn g g en tlem an n am edThorn ton ,w hohadbeen on e of
the firsttoen terthe serv ice by the open doorof g en eral com petition ,an dw hoseem ed
tobe ben ton prov in g thatthe reproach lev eledatthe n ew orderof civ ilian s— thatthey
w ere m en of book s,n otm en of action — w asun foun dedan dun just.H e hadridden ov er
from L oodhian ah toP hillour topay the reg im en tthere,hadlearn tthatthe troops had
risen ,an d had pushed on w ith all haste tothe riv er-ban k an d cutaw ay the bridg e of

boats. H urryin g then back to L oodhian ah,he foun d thatM r. Rick etts, the D eputy-
Com m ission er,had receiv ed by teleg raph in form ation of the risin g atJullun dhur,an d
w as already m ak in g such preparation s as he could for the security of thatim portan t
post.L yin g on the g reathig h roadfrom the P un jab toH in dostan ,itw as tobe assum ed
thatthe m utin eers w ould sw eep throug h it,carryin g destruction w ith them ,on their
route tothe appoin tedg oal of D elhi.L ittle w as itthatRick etts couldhav e don e in an y
case,butthatlittle w as m ade less by the factthatthe n ew s of the Jullun dhur risin g

reached the S epoys atL oodhian ah alm ostas soon as ithad reached him self,an d they
w ere n otless prom ptin action .Those S epoys w ere a detachm en tof the Third from
P hillour.They w ere w aitin g forthe sig n al an dready tostrik e.Theirfirstm ov em en tw as
toseize the Fortan d the Treasury.There w ere n oEuropean troops,sothis w as easily
accom plished.The situation w as on e of in fin ite peril.The m utin eers from Jullun dhur

horses,&c.,and these,afterthe utm ost dispatch ofofficers,asready and zealousasm en could be,w ere found
im possible to be com pleted at an earlierhour.T he com plaint ofone w riterIunderstand is,that the haste of
departure in pursuit w asso great,that the Infantry had to m arch w ithout rationsand othercom forts,w hich is
true,"&c.&c.— Letter to Lahore Chronicle.
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an dP hillourm ig htbe expectedatan y hour.B utthe S utlej w as still betw een them ,an d
if Rick etts could g uard the passag es of the riv er on ly for a little space,the pursuin g
colum n m ig htcom e upon the fug itiv es before they hadcrossed.Fortun ately,the Fourth
(Rothn ey's) S ik h Reg im en thad reached L oodhian ah thatm orn in g after a lon g an d

w eary m arch. Three com pan ies, un der L ieuten an tW illiam s, w ere n ow told off for
serv ice, an d the Rajah of N abha w as called upon for a Con tin g en t. The chief sen t
detachm en ts of H orse an d Foot,w ith tw o six-poun der g un s,an d w ith these Rick etts
w en touttodispute the passag e of the riv er.

"The firstthin g w as toascertain the exactposition of the en em y.S oRick etts,crossin g
the riv er in a ferry-boat,w alk ed alon g the opposite ban k to P hillour an d there learn t
thatthe in surg en ts,hav in g beer baulk ed by Thorn ton 's destruction of the bridg e,had

m ade fora Ghaut,som e fourm iles hig herup,ata n arrow ben dof the stream ,an dw ere
preparin g for the passag e of the S utlej.358 P ossessed of this im portan tin form ation ,the
g allan tciv ilian re-crossed the riv er, rejoin ed the detachm en t, an d, in con certw ith
L ieuten an tW illiam s,m ade his arran g em en ts to check the adv an ce of the m utin ous
reg im en ts.H ad John ston e,w ith the European s,been in pursuitof the m utin eers,the
en em y w ould hav e been betw een tw o fires,an d the bulk of them w ould hav e been
destroyed.B utthe B rig adier m ade n o sig n ;an d so Rick etts an d W illiam s had all the

w ork an dall the g lory tothem selv es.Itw as ten o'clock atn ig htw hen they cam e w ithin
sig htof the S epoy reg im en ts.The roadw as bad,the san ddeep,the ditches n um erous.
Their g uides had m isled an d deserted them ,an d m uch g ood tim e had been lost.The
m ain body of the en em y,som e sixteen hun dredin n um ber,359 hadalready crossed,an d
our little han dful of S ik h troops n ow cam e sudden ly upon them . Rick etts, w ho
im prov ised him self in to a Com m an dan tof A rtillery, took charg e of the g un s, an d
W illiam s directed the m ov em en ts of the Cav alry an d In fan try.The g un s w ere aton ce
un lim bered,butthe horsesof on e of them took frig htan dfled,carryin g the six-poun der

w ith them .The other g un ,a n in e-poun der,w as w ell serv ed,an d before the en em y
k n ew thatw e w ere upon them ,itdeliv ereda roun dof g rape w ith g oodeffect,w hilstat
the sam e tim e W illiam s's S ik hs poured in tw o destructiv e v olleys. The m utin eers
return edthe fire,an dthen the N abha troops turn edtheirback s upon the scen e an dfled
lik e a flock of sheep.Forsom e tim e the un equal con testw as n obly m ain tain ed.Roun d
after roun d from the on e g un w as poured in sorapidly an d sosteadily,thatpracticed
ears in John ston e's cam p,on the otherside of the riv er,thoug htthatthey discern edthe

utteran ces of tw o or three field-pieces;w hilstatthe sam e tim e the S ik hs,spreadin g
them selv es outsoas n ottobe outflan k edby superior n um bers,poured in v olley after
v olley w ith destructiv e effect.B utg allan tas w ere these efforts,they could n otlast.
D urin g w ell-n ig h tw o hours they k eptback the surg in g m ultitude of the en em y;but

358
"AttheL ussam Ferry,fourm ilesaboveP hillour,theadvanced guard ofthem utineersm anaged toseizeaboat

that w ason the Jullundhurside,and crossing overin num bers,took possession ofthe otherside also."— Mr.
Barnes's Report.

359
"T hegreaterpartofthreeregim entsofInfantry and oneregim entofCavalry,butw ithoutgnus."
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then the g un am m un ition w as expen ded.The cartridg es of the S ik hs had been n early
fired aw ay; W illiam s had fallen , shotthroug h the lun g s; an d the m idn ig htm oon
rev ealed, w ith dan g erous distin ctn ess, the position of our little ban d. There w as
n othin g ,therefore,leftfor Rick etts butto draw off his force an d return to the B ritish

Can ton m en t.

Then the m utin ous reg im en ts, n o lon g er obstructed or opposed, sw ept on to
L oodhian ah.A boutan hourbefore n oon ,on the 9th of Jun e,they en teredthe city.The
com pan y in the Fortfratern izedw ith them .The turbulen tclasses rose aton ce,scen tin g
a rich harv estof rapin e,an dfora little w hile disorderan ddestruction w ere ram pan tin
the place.There w ere som e peculiar elem en ts in the population of L oodhian ah from
w hich dan g er w as ev er lik ely to flash outin season s of g en eral excitem en t.360 L arg e

n um bers of alien s w ere there.Forem ostam on g stthese w ere the Caubul refug ees— the
m iserable in capables of the S uddozye Fam ily, w ith their sw arm s of dissolute
retain ers— all eatin g the breadof B ritish com passion ,buthatin g the han dthatfedthem .
Then there w as the g reatcolon y of Cashm ere shaw l-w eav ers, w ho, sheltered an d
protected as they n ev er could hav e been elsew here, follow ed their peaceful callin g
un m olested,an dheldtheirg ain s in the m ostperfectsecurity.B oth of these classes n ow
rose ag ain stus w ith a v ehem en ce proportion ed tothe ben efits they had receiv ed.The

Caubulees w ere con spicuous in the outrag es an d plun der com m itted in the city;" an d
the Cashm erees w ere am on g the forem ostin "plun derin g the Gov ern m en tstores,in
pillag in g the prem ises of the A m erican M ission ,in burn in g the churches an dbuildin g s,
in destroyin g the prin tin g presses,an d in poin tin g outthe residen ces of Gov ern m en t
officials, or k n ow n w ell-w ishers of Gov ern m en t, as objects of v en g ean ce for the
m utin ous troops." B esides these,there w ere larg e n um bers of M ahom edan Goojurs,
w ho had been w roug htup to a hig h state of fan aticism by the preachin g 's of an
en erg etic M oulav ee, an d w ho w ere eag er to declare a jehad361 ag ain stus. A ll these

person s n ow w elcom ed the m utin eers,an d aided them in the w ork of spoliation .The
prison ersin the g aol w ere released.'W hatsoev erbelon g edtoGov ern m en t— w hatsoev er
belon g ed to En g lishm en — w as destroyed, if itcould' n otbe carried off; the quiet,
tradin g com m un ities w ere com pelled to con tribute to the w an ts of the m utin eers in
m on ey or in k in d; g rain an d flour w ere carried off from the bunniahs shops; an d,

w herev era horse ora m ule couldbe foun d,the rebel han dw as laidin stan tly upon it.It
w as toom uch toexpectthatthese traders,how m uch soev erthey m ay hav e ben efited

by B ritish rule an dprofitedby the m ain ten an ce of order,shouldtak e an y activ e stepsto
aid the authorities in such a crisis.The ban k ers secreted their m on ey-bag s,an d the

360
"Itisfilledw ithadissolute,law less,m ixedpopulationofCaubulpensioners,Cashm ereshaw l-w orkers,Goojurs,

Bow reahs,andotherpredatory races.T hereisafortw ithoutEuropeanstoguardit,acity w ithoutregulartroopsto
restrain,adistricttraversed by roadsin every direction ....ariverw hich form onthsin the yearisam ere netw ork
offordablecream ."

361
Holy w ar.
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m erchan ts lock edup theirw ares,an dev ery m an didw hathe thoug htbestforhim self
in the face of the g en eral con fusion .

A n dw hatw asJohn ston e doin g all thistim e?John ston e w asplayin g outw ith adm irable

effectan otheractof the g reattrag edy of "TooL ate."The European shadheardthe firin g
of the precedin g n ig ht,an d had w aited eag erly for the order to m ov e,butn o order
cam e.Three hours after Rick etts's on e g un had been silen cedby w an tof am m un ition ,
H en ry O lpherts,w ith his splen did troop of H orse A rtillery,an d a party of the Eig hth
Foot,w as sufferedtog othroug h the cerem on y of tak in g com m an dof the "adv an ce"of
the force thatw as tom arch tothe rescue of L oodhian ah an dtothe exterm in ation of the
Jullun dhur m utin eers.B utn o soon er w ere they ready to m ov e than fresh m isg iv in g s
assailedthe m in dof the B rig adier.Itw ouldn otbe "safe"tosen dforw ardsuch a force

w ithoutadequate supports.In v ain Rick etts sen texpresses toJohn ston e's Cam p,urg in g
him to sen d forw ard the H orse A rtillery to his aid;butthe day w ore on ,the succors
n ev ercam e,an dthe en em y riotedun check edin L oodhian g h un til n ig htfall.362 Then the
in surg en t reg im en ts m ade a forced m arch tow ards D elhi, an d w hen at last our
European sm ade theirappearan ce atL oodhian ah,pursuitw ashopeless.The Jullun dhur
in surg en tshadescaped.

The ev il, w hich had been thus don e or suffered by our in ertn ess, w as sm all in
com parison w ith the dan g er w hich had been escaped.Itw as the true policy of the
en em y,atthattim e,to occupy L oodhian ah.W ith the Fortin their possession — g un s
m oun ted an d m an n ed,the Gov ern m en ttreasure in their han ds,an d the bulk of the
population on their side— they m ig ht,for a w hile atleast,hav e successfully defiedus.
Tothe B ritish cause,the lossof thisim portan tcity,lyin g on the g reathig h roadfrom the
P un jab to D elhi, w ould, in deed, hav e been a heav y blow . Itw ould hav e affected
disastrously, perhaps ruin ously, the future operation s of the w ar, by deferrin g

in defin itely the capture of D elhi.B utin stead of this,the m utin ous reg im en ts m erely
carried them selv es off,by the leastfrequen ted routes,to the GreatH ead-Q uarters of
Rebellion , there to sw ell the already sw ollen n um bers of the g arrison , w ithout
in creasin g itsactual stren g th.363

362
"In the m ean tim e no troopsarrived in pursuit.Isent tw ice,begging the Horse Artillery m ight advance,and

they m ighthave caused them (the m utineers)im m ense loss;butthey could notbe trusted to the Fourth S ikhsor
the sm alldetachm ent ofP unjab Cavalry,and had to w ait forthe European Infantry; and so the second gret
opportunity to destroy these m utineersw aslost,asthey had fourm iles'startofthe European Infantry,ofcourse
pursuitw ashopelessthatevening."— Ricketts.

363
"Iim aginetheirplanw astem porarily tohold theFortandCity ofL oodhianah,w herethey could com m and the

GrandT runkR oadfrom theP unjab toDelhi,w hence they could havespread disorganizationthroughoutCis-S utlej,
and have shakenthe S ikh S tates,and by cuttingoffsuppliesand placingtroopsin requisition to attackthem ,have
m ade am ost untow ard diversion foroursm allforce before Delhi;but w ait forthe European Infantry;and their
am m unition w asexpended; in so thissecond great opportunity to theirhurry in leaving Jullundhurthey had
carried offblank for balled and am m unition,and so they had to hurry on by forced m arches,avoiding any
possibility ofcollision w ith ourtroops."— Mr. Ricketts's Report. T he w riteradm itsthat thisisforthe m ost part
conjecture,but he thinksthat it isborne out by the fact that,iftheir am m unition had not failed them ,the
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Itw as n ow n ecessary to m ak e a sev ere exam ple of all w ho had been g uilty of aidin g
an dabettin g the m utin ous S epoys,orw hohadtak en adv an tag e of the con fusion w hich
they had created.Itw as easy to brin g the g uilthom e to the offen ders,for plun dered

property w as foun din theirpossession ;an dn ow thatEn g lish authority hadreasserted
itself in all its stren g th,w itn esses flock ed in from all sides,eag er to g iv e dam n atory
ev iden ce ag ain sttheir fellow -citizen s.M ore than tw en ty Cashm erees an d others w ere
prom ptly tried,an d as prom ptly executed.The teleg raphicw ires broug htfrom hig her
official quartersthe n ecessary con firm ation of the sen ten ce of death,an don the ev en in g
of their trial the prison ers w ere han g ed.O thers detected in seditious correspon den ce
sharedthe sam e fate."Itw asby such m easuresasthese,"w rote the Com m ission erof the
Cis-S utlej S tates,"thatthe peace w as preserv ed;an y v acillation or ten der-heartedn ess

w ould hav e been fatal,for rebellion w ould hav e spread in the prov in ce,an d m an y
v aluable liv es w ould hav e been lostin recov erin g our authority.S olon g as order w as
m ain tain edhere,ourcom m un ication s w ith the P un jab on the on e han d,an dthe D elhi
force on the other,w ere k eptun im paired;as itw as,w ith daily con v oys of treasure,
am m un ition ,stores,an d m en passin g dow n the road,I am happy to say thatn ota
sin g le acciden toccurred."

The n extstep w as to disarm the people of L oodhian ah. Tak in g adv an tag e of the
presen ce of Cok e's reg im en t,w hich afterw ards m ade g oodits m arch toD elhi,Rick etts
disarm edthe tow n of L oodhian ah.A n din otherparts of the Cis-S utlej S tates the sam e
processw ascarriedon w ith the zeal,v ig or,an dsuccessthatdistin g uishedall the efforts
of the officers of the P un jabee Com m ission .B ut,doubtless,as on form er occasion s,of
w hich Ihav e spok en ,there w ere m an y con cealm en ts,ev en in our ow n territories an d,
m oreov er, the con tig uity of the P rotected N ativ e S tates afforded opportun ities of
ev adin g the search,to w hich the people on the border eag erly resorted.M r.B arn es

called upon the chiefs to adoptsim ilar m easures,an d they form ally com plied;buthe
said thatthey w ere slow to m ov e an d suspicious of our In ten tion s.364 There w as,in
truth,a g en eral feelin g of m istrust;an d itw as presen tly ascertain ed thatthe people
w ere n oton ly con cealin g arm s,butm ak in g larg e purchases of saltpetre an d sulphur,
an dothercom pon en ts of g un pow der,foruse in a day of dan g eritw asall in accordan ce
w ith their g en ius an d their tem per,an d itcould excite n o surprise in an y reason able
m in d.B utitw as n ecessary to g rapple w ith these ev ils;so proclam ation w as m ade,

ren derin g the carryin g of arm s a m isdem ean or, an d restriction s upon the sale an d
exportof all k in dsof am m un ition an dtheircom pon en ts.365

m utineershad the gam e in theirow n hands.Ihave had no opportunity ofinvestigating the hypothesisthat the
Jullundhurregim entssupplied them selvesw ithblankcartridgesbym istake.

364
M r.Barnes'sCis-S utlejR eport.

365
Atthistim e com m unication betw een Calcuttaand the P unjab w asvery slow and irregular,and tidingsofthe

legislative enactm entspassed in Calcuttahad notyetreached the FrontierP rovince.ButM r.Barnes,w riting ata
laterperiod,observed: "T hat in the m easuresadopted forthe trialand punishm ent ofm utineersand heinous
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W hilstprev en tiv e an dprecaution ary m easures of this k in dw ere bein g pushedforw ard
throug houtthe P un jab,there w ere un ceasin g efforts all alon g the g reatroadtoD elhito
furn ish the m ean s of tran sportin g stores forthe serv ice of B arn ard's arm y.In this m ost

essen tial w ork civ il an dm ilitary officers w ork edm an fully tog ether;an dalthoug h there
w ere m an y difficultiestobe ov ercom e,the g reatthoroug hfare w assoon aliv e w ith carts
an dcarriag es an dbeasts of burden con v eyin g dow n w ards all thatw as m ostn eededby
the A rm y, an d especially those v astsupplies of ordn an ce am m un ition w hich w ere
requiredtom ak e an im pression on the w allsof the city w hich w e w ere besieg in g .366 Itis
hardtosay w hatm ig htn othav e befallen us if;atthis tim e,the roadhadn otbeen k ept
open ;butthe loyalty of the g reatchiefs of the P rotectedS ik h S tates,an dthe en erg y an d
sag acity of B arn es an dRick etts,securedourcom m un ication s,an dn ev erw as the D elhi

FieldForce in an y dan g erof the in terception of itssupplies.367

Thus w as the P un jab aidin g in m an y w ays the g reatw ork of the recov ery of D elhian d
the suppression of the rev olt.Itw as sen din g dow n m aterial,an ditw as sen din g dow n
m assesof m en .N orw as thisall thatitcoulddo.The P un jab hadbecom e the N ursery of
H eroes.A n ditw asfrom the P un jab thatn ow w astobe draw n thatw ealth of in div idual
en erg y upon w hich the destin ies of n ation s sog reatly depen d.D eath hadm ade its g aps

in the D elhi A rm y.The death of Gen eral A n son sen tGen eral Reeddow n tothe H ead-
Q uarters of the A rm y as S en ior O fficer in the P residen cy,an d,therefore,P rov ision al
Com m an der-in -Chief.W ho then w as to com m an d the Fron tier Force? For som e little
tim e there w as a terror in the P eshaw ur Coun cil lestB rig adier John ston e,w ho had
sm oothed the w ay for the safe con ductof his N ativ e troops to D elhi, should be
appoin ted to the com m an d of the div ision .Itcould n otbe perm itted w hilstS ydn ey
Cotton w as there.L ittle by little reg ulation w as g iv in g w ay tothe exig en cies of a g reat
crisis;an d w hen n ew s cam e thatthe A djutan t-Gen eral of the A rm y had been k illedin

the battle of B udlee-k a-serai, there w as a dem an d for the serv ices of N ev ille

crim inals,orfordisarm ing the population,orcheckingthe im portation ofm ilitary stores,w e only anticipated the
actsalm ostsim ultaneously passedatCalcuttaby thew isdom oftheL egislativeCouncil."

366
T o the activity ofCaptain Briggs,w ho organized am ilitary transport train,and w orked it w ith adm irable

success,w e are m ainly indebted forthese good results.But w e are alittle too prone to forget such servicesas
these,or,perhaps,w eundervaluetheim portanceoffeedinganarm y andloadingitsguns.

367
T hese servicesw ere afterw ardsbecom ingly acknow ledged by GeneralW ilson,w ho w rote to S ir John

L aw rence,saying: "I beg to bring specially to your notice the very im portant servicesrendered by the
Com m issioneroftheCis-S utlejS tates,M r.G.C.Barnes,tow hose good governm ent,underyourself,m ay he partly
attributed the preservation ofpeace in these districts,and to w hose influence w ith the independentchiefsIam
m ainly indebted for the valuable aid of the P uteeala and Jheend Contingents,by m eansof w hich our
com m unication w ith our rear hasbeen kept open,and the safe escort of num erousconvoysof storesand
am m unition to the cam p hasbeen effected; and hism ost energetic assistant,M r.G.H.R ieketts,the Deputy-
Com m issioner ofL oodhianah,ofw hose unflagging. exertionsin procuring carriage,aiding the m ovem entsof
troops,and forw arding supplies,and ofhishearty cooperation w ith the m agazine officer in the dispatch of
am m unition,Iam deeply sensible,andcannotspeaktoehighly."
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Cham berlain as the fittestm an in the coun try tobe Chief of the S taff of the besieg in g
Force.S oN icholson w as"in stin ctiv ely selectedtotak e com m an dof the P un jab M ov able
Colum n , w ith the ran k of B rig adier-Gen eral,"368 w hilst Cham berlain proceeded
dow n w ards tojoin the H ead-Q uarters of the A rm y.W hatB arn ardan dhis troops w ere

doin g itisn ow m y duty ton arrate.

368
T hese w ordsare in ColonelEdw ardes'sO fficialR eport.T he w riteradds:"How com m on sense revengesitself

on defective system s,w hen realdangerassailsastate!Had there been no struggle forlife ordeath,w hen w ould
N evilleCham berlainand JohnN icholson,intheprim eoftheirlives,w ithalltheirfacultiesofdoingand endsW ing,
have attained the rankofBrigadier-General? W hy should w e keep dow nin peace them en w hom ustbe putupin
W ar?"



A History of the Sepoy War in India. 1857-1858 - Volume II , Copyright © www.sanipanhwar.com 281



A History of the Sepoy War in India. 1857-1858 - Volume II , Copyright © www.sanipanhwar.com 282

CHAPTER IV.

GENERAL BARNAD'S POSITION — IMPORTANCE OF THE
CAPTURE OF DELHI — DELHI AND ITS ENVIRONS — QUESTION

OF AN IMMEDIATE ASSAULT — COUNCILS OF WAR —
ABANDONMENT OF THE NIGHT ATTACK —WAITING FOR

REINFORCEMENTS — ENGAGEMENTS WITH THE ENEMY — THE
CENTENARY OF PLASSEY — ARRIVAL OF NEVILLE

CHAMBERLAIN AND BAIRD SMITH — DEATH OF GENERAL
BARNARD.

TH E D elhi Field Force hav in g plan ted its H ead-Q uarters on the old site of the B ritish
Can ton m en ts on the "Ridg e," w as n ow spreadin g itself outov er the g roun d w hich it
hadcon quered,in the m an n erbestadaptedtoboth offen siv e an ddefen siv e operation s.
S eldom has a fin er position been occupied by a B ritish A rm y; seldom has a m ore
m ag n ificen tpan oram a turn edfora w hile the soldier's thoug hts from the stern realities
of the battle.Itw as difficultn otto adm ire the beauty of the scen e ev en am idstthe
discom forts of the cam p an d the labors of the firsten cam pin g .The g reatcity,w ith its

stately m osques an dm in arets,lay g ran dly atourfeet,on e side restin g upon the Jum n a,
an dothers form in g a m ig hty m ass of redw alls stan din g outthreaten in g ly tow ards the
position w hich w e hadoccupied.A n dscatteredall aboutben eath us w ere picturesque
suburbs,an d stately houses,w alledg arden s an d v erdan tg rov es refreshin g tothe eye;
w hilstthe blue w aters of the flow in g Jum n a g littered in the lig htof the broad sun .It
w as n otan hour for philosophical speculation or for the in dulg en ce of an y rom an tic
sen tim en ts con cern in g the decay of em pires an d the rev olution s of dyn asties;else w as

there m uch foodforthoug htin the stran g e circum stan ces w hich hadbroug hta B ritish
A rm y tobesieg e a city w hich,on ly a m on th before,hadbeen reg ardedas securely our
ow n as L on don orL iv erpool,an dtocon ten dag ain sta S ov ereig n w ho,w ithin the sam e
brief space of tim e,had been held in con tem ptas a harm less puppet.There w as n o
room in the m in ds of ourm ilitary chiefs forsuch thoug hts as these.They con tem plated
the position on w hich they had en cam ped our A rm y w ith the k een eyes of practical
soldiers,an d look ed aroun d them from their com m an din g position upon the g roun d
thatw astobe the scen e of theirfuture operation s.A n dthisw asthe resultof the surv ey.

In tersectin g the old Can ton m en ttow ards the left-cen tre,an d then follow in g its fron t
tow ards the rig ht,w as a roadw hich join edthe Gran dTrun k from Kurn aul,beyon dthe
extrem ity of the Ridg e,an dleddow n ,throug h a m ass of suburban g arden s an dan cien t
edifices,to the Caubul Gate of D elhi.Tw o other roads,also leadin g from Kurn aul,
div erg ed throug h the Can ton m en tto differen tg ates of the city. A n d scarcely less
im portan ttous than the roads w ere the can als w hich w ere cutthroug h the coun try in
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the n eig hborhood of our cam p.In the rear of our en cam pm en tw as a bran ch can al,
k n ow n as the N ujufg urh Jheel A queduct,w hich carried the w aters em ptied in to this

lak e tothe stream of the Jum n a.Tothe rig htrear of our position this g reatdrain w as
in tersected by the W estern Jum n a Can al,w hich passin g throug h a bold excav ation of

the solid rock ,flow ed throug h the g reatsuburbs of D elhi,an d en terin g the city by a
culv ertun der the w alls,trav ersed the len g th of its m ain streetan d em ptied itself in to
the riv ern earthe w alls of the Im perial P alace.A n ditw as a source of especial rejoicin g
tothe B ritish chiefs,firstly,thatourposition w as open tothe rear,an dthatthere w ere
g ood roads leadin g dow n to it, from w hich w e could k eep up a con stan t
com m un ication w ith the P un jab,n ow becom e our base of operation s;an d,secon dly,
thatthere w as an abun dan tsupply of w ater in the N ujufg urh Can al.Itw as the driest
season of the year,an d in com m on course the can al w ould hav e been em pty.B utthe

excessiv e rain s of 1856 hadsofloodedan dexten dedthe area of the lak e,thatithadn ot
ceasedev en in the m on th of Jun e toem itan un failin g supply of pure g oodw atertofill
the aqueductin the rear of our position 369— w ater in w hich n oton ly our people could
freely bathe,butw hich they coulddrin k w ith safety an dw ith pleasure;an ditishardto
say how m uch the salubrity of the cam p w as m ain tain ed by this prov iden tial
dispen sation .N orw as itm erely in a san itary poin tof v iew thatthis flow of w aterw as
so adv an tag eous to the En g lish,for in its m ilitary aspects itw as equally fav orable to

defen siv e purposes. A n d so there w ere com fort an d en courag em en t in the
con tem plation of ourposition .

A n d a n earer in spection of the Ridg e, thoug h there w ere som e coun terv ailin g
circum stan ces todetractfrom the g en eral satisfaction ,had an assurin g effectupon the
B ritish L eaderan dthe S taff by w hom be w as surroun ded.Ithadbeen ,in partatleast,
the site of the oldD elhiCan ton m en t.The leftof this rock y chain restedupon the Jum n a
som e three orfourm ilesabov e D elhi,w hilstthe rig htextrem ity approachedthe Caubul

Gate of the city ata distan ce of abouta thousan d yards."Form ed of a hard,com pact,
sem i-crystallin e quartz rock ,disposedin layers,an dpresen tin g occasion al n atural cliffs
on the city side,"370 itexten ded alon g a lin e of rather m ore than tw o m iles, atan

369
S ee rem arksofColonelBaird S m ith on thissubject (U nfinished M em oir): "By one ofthose rem arkable

coincidencesofw hichsom any occurred tofavortheEnglishcauseastosuggesttheideaofaspecialP rovidencein
them ,therainsofthe yearprecedingthem utiny had beenunprecedented inm agnitude,and the w holebasinhad
beengorged w ithw ater,theareacovered exceedingahundred squarem iles....From theenorm ousaccum ulation
ofw aterin the Jheel during 1856,thiscanal,ordinarily dry during the hot season,w asfilled w ith adeep,rapid
stream ofpureand w holesom e w aterduringthe w holeperiod ofthe siege.Itisscarcely possibleto over-estim ate
the value ofsuch aprovision both to the health and com fort ofthe troops,forw ithout it the river,tw o m iles
distant,orthew ellsinCantonm ent,allbrackishandbad,m usthavebeenthesolesourcesofw atersupply form an
and beast. S anitary arrangem entsw ere facilitated,good drainage secured,abundant m eansofablution and
healthy aquatic exercisesw ere provided,and the Jheel Canalw asnot m erely agood defensible line form ilitary
operations,butapreciousadditiontothecom fortandsalubrity ofthecam p."

370
M S .M em oirby ColonelBaird S m ith.
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elev ation of from fifty tosixty feetabov e the g en eral elev ation of the city.371 The n atural
soil w as so hostile to cultiv ation thatthe g en eral aspectof the Ridg e w as bare an d
rug g ed; an d the sam e g ritty, friable qualities of the earth ren dered itespecially ill
adapted to defen siv e purposes, for w here n o cohesiv e properties existed the

con struction of earth-w ork s w as alm ostim possible.O n the leftan dcen tre of the Ridg e,
obliquely tothe fron tof attack ,the ten tsof the En g lish w ere pitcheda little tothe rearof
the ruin s of their old houses,w hich effectually con cealed us from the besieg ed.The
extrem e leftof the Ridg e w assofarretiredfrom the m ain position of the en em y astobe
in little dan g erfrom his assaults,butourposton the extrem e rig ht"in v itedattack from
the m om en tof occupation tothe close of the operation s."372

This position on the extrem e rig htw as surm oun tedby a som ew hatexten siv e buildin g

of com parativ ely m odern con struction , k n ow n as H in doo Rao's H ouse. The form er
ow n er of this edifice w as a M ahratta n oblem an , w ho is said to hav e been n early
con n ectedw ith the fam ily of S cin diah.P olitical n ecessities hadcom pelledhis residen ce
ata distan ce from Gw alior,an d he had settled him self in the n eig hborhood of D elhi,
w here he hadearn eda g oodreputation am on g all classesof the com m un ity.O f a robust
m an hoodan da g en ial tem peram en t,he w as n otedforhis hospitality.373 The house had
been builtan dfittedupm uch afterthe fashion of an A n g lo-In dian m an sion of the better

class.B uton his death ithad been leftw ithoutan occupan t,an d on the arriv al of
B arn ard's force itw as foun d em pty an d deserted. Itw as a room y an d con v en ien t
edifice,w ith g oodapproaches both from the Can ton m en tan dthe City;an d,apartfrom
the excellen ce of the situation ,w hich stron g ly recom m en deditas an adv an cedpost,it
affordedg oodshelteran daccom m odation fora con siderable body of troops.

B etw een the tw oextrem e poin ts of the Ridg e w ere The Flag staff otherim portan tposts,
destin edtooccupy con spicuous Tow er.places in the history of the com in g sieg e.N ear

the poin tatw hich the m iddle road of the three crossed the Ridg e,w as the Flag staff
Tow er,of w hich m en tion has before been m ade;for then ce w as itthatour people,on
the fatal 11th of M ay, huddled tog ether for tran sien t safety, had look ed forth
despairin g ly tow ards the city,from w hich the sig n al for m assacre w as to com e.374 A
double-storied,circularbuildin g ,ithada fin e com m an dof observ ation ,com prehen din g
the coun try lyin g betw een the Ridg e the w alls of the city,an dw as sufficien tly stron g to

371
Baird S m ith saysin the M em oirquoted above that itsutm ost height above the levelofthe city doesnot

exceed eighty orninety feet. In anotherm em orandum he saysthat the average com m and m ay be taken for
practicalpurposesataboutforty feet.

372
BairdS m ith.

373
"T he old m an w asaw ell-know n m em berofthe localsociety — akeen sportsm an,aliberaland hospitable

gentlem an,offrank,bluffm anners,andgenialtem peram ent."— Baird S m ith'sU nfinishedM em oir.

374
Itisstated thatacart-load ofdead bodiesw asfound in it,supposed to be the boodlesofofficersofthe Fifty-

fourth.
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afford g ood shelter to troops.Further on to the rig ht— aboutm idw ay betw een the
Flag staff an d H in doo Rao's house— w as a ruin ed m osque "of the old P athan type,"
w hich had also g ood w alls of m ason ry, an d w as w ell suited for an outpost, as it
affordedboth shelteran daccom m odation toourm en ;an dstill furtheralon g the Ridg e

road,ata distan ce of som e tw ohun dredyards from ourposition on the extrem e rig ht,
w as an an cien tO bserv atory,375 of som ew hatirreg ular structure, ill-lig hted an d ill-
v en tilated,butstill a serv iceable buildin g ,as itaffordedg oodsupporttothe adv an ced
position on our rig ht,w hich w as solon g to bear the brun tof the affray.A tthese four
poin ts, S ir H en ry B arn ard, after the battle of B udlee-k a-S erai, established stron g
picquets,each supportedby g un s.

The coun try aroun d D elhi, w hich the roads an d can al-cuttin g s abov e described

in tersectedafterpassin g the Ridg e,w as a v ariedm ass of ruin edan dhabitable houses,
w alled g arden s, g reen w oodlan ds, cultiv ated rice fields, an d un healthy sw am ps.
B eyon dH in dooRao's house tothe rearw as the beautiful suburb of S ubzee-m un dee (or
the Green M ark et),lyin g alon g the Gran d Trun k Road— a cluster of g ood houses an d
w alledg arden s,w hich affordedsheltertothe en em y,an dw ere,in deed,the v ery k ey of
our position .A n d beyon d this the plain w as "cov ered w ith den se g arden s an d thick
g rov es,houses,an dw alleden closuresborderin g upon the g reatcan al."B eyon dS ubzee-

m un dee,on this lin e of the Gran dTrun k Road,stretchin g tow ards the Caubul Gate of
the city, w ere the v illag es of Kishen -g un j, Trev elyan -g un j, P ahari-poor, an d
Tallew arree.These v illag es w ere am on g the w orstof the local ev ils opposed tous,for
they w ere n earen oug h tothe w allsof the city tocov erthe en em y asthey em erg edfrom
their stron g hold,an d afforded them a sheltered approach as they adv an ced tow ards
our position on the Ridg e;w hilstthey w ere toofar off from our posts toadm itof our
occupyin g them in force.376 L ook in g outfrom the Ridg e tow ards the cen tre an dleftof
our en cam pm en t,the space before the city appeared tobe less crow ded.There w ere a

few som ew hatim posin g buildin g s irreg ularly scattered aboutthis expan se of coun try,
am on g w hich thatk n ow n as M etcalfe H ouse w as on e of the m ostcon spicuous.Itstood
on the ban k s of the riv er,in the m idstof an exten siv e park ,an d w as alm ostburied in
thick foliag e.S om e substan tial outbuildin g s in the park ,w ith a m oun dof som e altitude
in their rear, seem ed to recom m en d them selv es as serv iceable outposts for future
occupation .B etw een the M etcalfe H ouse an dthe city w as an oldsum m er-palace of the
D elhi Em perors,k n ow n as the Koosya B ag h.Itw as then little m ore than on e of the

m an y m em orials of the form erg ran deur of the M og ul sov ereig n s w ith w hich the n ew
capital w as surroun ded;butthe lofty g atew ays,the shaded cloisters an d arcades,an d
the spaciouscourt-yards,of w hich itw ascom posed,show ed,ev en in theirdecay,thatit

375
Builtby theR ajpootAstronom er,R ajahJeitS ingh.

376
"T hey w ere allstrong positions,and Kishen-gunjpreem inently so,from itsm assive m asonry enclosuresand

com m andingsiteontheslopeoftherightflankoftheGorge."— Baird Smith.
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had on ce been a place of n o com m on architectural beauty.377 M ore rem ote from the
riv er,an d alm ostin a lin e w ith the Cashm ere Gate of the city,w as L udlow Castle— a
m odern m an sion of som e im portan ce, w hich had been the hom e of the late
Com m ission er,S im on Fraser,slaug htered in the D elhi P alace.378 Itw as erected on the

crestof a ridg e slopin g dow n tow ards the city w alls,w ith the dry L ed of a drain ag e
can al atitsbase.A n don the lin e of the Jum n a,betw een the Koosya B ag h an dthe w ater-
g ate of the city, w as a spacious m odern buildin g of the En g lish official type, but
surroun ded by trees an d shrubs,look in g outfrom the w in dow s of w hich italm ost
seem ed that the city w alls w ere ov erhan g in g the place.379 These w ere the m ost
n oticeable edifices,w hich attracted the atten tion of our people on the Ridg e,as posts,
w hich in the corn in g operation s m ig htbe turn ed toaccoun t,w hilstin the in terv en in g
spaces itw as seen thatthere w ere g arden s an d g rov es,som etim es in tersected by deep

rav in es.These fin e breadths of luxurian tfoliag e,seen from the hig her g roun d,w ere
pleasan ttothe eye of the En g lish soldier;butitw astooprobable thatthey w ouldprov e
tobe asfav orable tothe operation sof the en em y asdam ag in g toourow n .380

A n d ov er these tracts of coun try the B ritish Com m an der n ow look ed atthe g reatcity
itself, an d surv eyed the character of its defen ses. The circuitof The City. its w alls
exten ded to som e sev en m iles, tw o of w hich w ere cov ered by the side w hich ran

parallel tothe riv er,an dw ere com pletely defen dedby it.The restform edan irreg ular
fig ure,partly facin g obliquely the lin e of ourposition on the Ridg e,an d partly turn ed
tow ardsthe coun try on the left.These lan dw ardw alls,abouttw en ty-fourfeetin heig ht,
con sisted of a series of curtain s of red m ason ry,term in atin g in sm all bastion s,each
capable of holdin g from n in e to tw elv e g un s. A roun d them ran a dry ditch, som e
tw en ty-fiv e feet in breadth an d som ew hat less than tw en ty feet in depth, the
coun terscarp bein g an earthen slope of v ery easy descen t,"m uch w ater-an d-w eather
w orn ." There w as som ethin g thatm ig htbe called a g lacis,butto the eye of a sk illed

377
"Itsinteriorw asinruins,butsufficientindicationsofitsdesignand structurerem ained toshow ittohavebeen

one ofthe rich exam plesofflorid architecture ofthe laterM oguls,ofw hich Delhipossessesso m any beautiful
illustrations;and the broad space,w ith itsw alls,w asovergrow n w ith orange-trees,and lim es,and rose-bushes,
and othershrubs,allgrow inginthew ildestluxuriance."— BairdS m ith,U npublishedM em oir.

378
M r.R ussell,in his"Diary in India,"speaksofL udlow Castle as"afine m ansion,w ith turretsand clock-tow ers,

som ethinglikeaFrenchchâteau ofthelastcentury."

379
BairdS m ith.

380
"T hey offered innum erable facilitiesforoccupation by arm ed m en ofany degree ofdiscipline,and in truth so

incom patible w ere itsfeaturesgenerally w ith the action in m assofdisciplined troopsthat the m any com batsof
w hich itw asthe scene w ere rathertrialsofskillbetw een sm allbodiesorindividualsthan operationsby m ass."—
Baird S m ith."T he luxuriantfoliage,though picturesque asalandscape-effect,concealed to adam agingextentthe
m ovem entofourenem ies,w ho,creeping outofthe Cashm ere orL ahore Gates,w ould,undercoveroftreesand
w allsand houses,reach unperceived alm ostthe footofourposition on the R idge.Itw asthusthatourengineers
found it necessary to lop aw ay branchesand cut dow n treesand hushes,m arring the beauty ofthe scene,but
addingtooursecurity."— MS. Memorandum by as Officer of Artillery.
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en g in eeritw as scarcely w orthy of the n am e.381 The en tran ces tothe city throug h these
substan tial w alls of m ason ry w ere n um erous.A series of so-calledg ates— forthe m ost
partin the n ear n eig hborhood of the sev eral bastion s— w ere to be seen atirreg ular
in terv als alon g the w alls.They w ere abutm en ts of heav y m ason ry,butn otw ithout

som e architectural preten sion s,com prisin g han dsom e arched g atew ays,w hich w ere
surm oun ted by tow ers,form in g station s or look -outposts for the city g uards.These
g ates w ere ten in n um ber — on e w as on the riv erside of the city;an other leddow n to
the B ridg e of B oats from the extrem e corn erof the Kin g 's P alace;an dthe restw ere on
the lan dw ard sides.The g ates,k n ow n as the Cashm ere Gate,the M oree Gate,an d the
Caubul Gate,w ere those m osteasily assailable from ourposition on the Ridg e.In deed,
itw as on ly on on e side of the g reatw alled city thatthe En g lish Com m an der,look in g
dow n from his n ew ly-erected cam p,could hope to m ak e an early im pression .382 To

in v estsoexten siv e a place w ith sosm all a force w as an absolute im possibility.Itw as as
m uch as w e could do toin v estthis fron t— abouton e-sev en th of the en tire en cein te—
leav in g all the resttothe free eg ressan din g ressof the en em y.

The P alace,or,as itw as som etim es called,the Fortof D elhi,w as situated aboutthe
cen tre of the riv er-fron tof the city, on e side alm ostov erhan g in g the w aters of the
Jum n a. The artistpron oun ced itto be "a n oble m ass of buildin g of truly beautiful

desig n ,v astm ag n itude,an d exquisite detail;" buttothe eye of the scien tific soldier it
appeared to be capable of on ly v ery feeble resistan ce to the applian ces of m odern
w arfare. Its defen ses con sisted chiefly of hig h w alls an d deep ditches, w ith "m ost
im perfectarran g em en ts forflan k in g orev en directfire."383 A n don the n orth-eastside,
partly restin g on the m ain stream of the Jum n a, w as the an cien tP athan Fortof
S elim g hur, separated from the P alace by a n arrow stream of the riv er, w hich w as
crossedby a bridg e of m ason ry.Itw as,fordefen siv e purposes,an im portan tout-w ork ,
w hich,m an n edw ith heav y g un s,m ig htplay alon g the riv erside as faras the M etcalfe

H ouse,an den filade the approachestothe city in thatdirection .S uch w ere the prin cipal
m aterial objects w hich presen ted them selv es to B arn ard an d his S taff, w hen their
telescopeson thatJun e m orn in g sw eptthe coun try w hich lay betw een the Riv eran dthe
Ridg e. A n d as they estim ated the w orth of all these sev eral posts for offen siv e or

381
Baird S m ith.T he m ost recent w riteron the subject ofthe m aterialaspectsofDelhi,quoting aprofessional

description ofthe fortifications,says,"T he originalround tow ersform ed into angularbastions,the crenellated
curtains,and the fine glaciscovering three-fourthsorm ore ofthe height ofthe w all,are the additionsand
im provem entsofEnglish engineersofthe present century."— Bholosauth Chunder—Travels of a Hindoo.Irely,
how ever,on Baird S m ith'sauthority m ore confidently than on any ether.[S ince thisw asw ritten Ihave read in
M ajorN orm an's"N arrative"thatthere w asbefore Delhianadm irable glaciscoveringthe w allforafullthird ofits
height."Asthisisahighauthority IthinkitrighttoquoteBaird S m ith'sw ords:"heglacisscarcely m eritsthenam e,
asit isbut ashort slope,seventy oreighty feet in breadth,springing from the crest ofthe counterscarp,and
providedw ithnoape.vialm eansofobstruction."]

382
T hese gatesw ere know n respectively asthe R aj-ghaut and the CalcuttaGates.By them the m utineershad

entered onthe11thofM ay.

383
BairdS m ith.
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defen siv e purposes,they en deav ored to calculate also the n um erical stren g th of the
en em y w ithin the w alls.B utthere w as little m ore than dim con jecture tog uide them .It
w as assum edthatthe bulk of the M eerutan dD elhitroops— fiv e reg im en ts of In fan try,
on e reg im en tof Cav alry,an d a com pan y of N ativ e A rtillery — w ere n ow w ithin the

w alls of the city.A n ditw as n otless certain thatthe S appers an dM in ers from M eerut,
the head-quarters of the A lig urh Reg im en t,the bulk of the reg im en ts from Ferozepore,
larg e detachm en ts of N ativ e In fan try from M uttra,an d Irreg ulars from Flan si H issar,
an d S irsa,had sw ollen the stream of in surrection w ithin the circuitof D elhi.Tothese
m ig htbe addedthe Kin g 's Guards,an d,probably,larg e n um bers of N ativ e soldiers of
all bran ches absen tfrom their reg im en ts on furloug h, accordin g to custom atthat
season of the year.A n d these train ed soldiers,itw as k n ow n ,had attheir com m an d
im m en se supplies of ordn an ce,arm s,am m un ition ,an d equipm en ts,w an tin g n on e of

the m aterials of w arfare for a m uch larg er force.To the Gen eral,w ho had serv ed at
S ebastopol,itappeared thatthe stren g th of D elhi thus g arrison ed had been g reatly
un derratedby those w hobeliev edthatitw astobe disposedof in a day.384

A n d ag ain st this g reat w alled city thus g arrison ed w hat had B arn ard broug ht?
Collectiv ely itm ay be said thathe had three thousan d European soldiers an d tw en ty-
tw o field g un s.This European force con sisted of— H er M ajesty's N in th L an cers.Tw o

squadron s of the Carabin eers. S ix com pan ies of H er M ajesty's S ixtieth Rifles. H er
M ajesty's S ev en ty-fifth Foot,.The FirstB en g al (Com pan y's)Fusiliers.S ix com pan ies of
S econ d B en g al (Com pan y's) Fusiliers. S ixteen H orse A rtillery g un s, m an n ed by
European s.S ix H orse B attery g un s,alsoEuropean s:w ith the S ieg e-train ,the details of
w hich hav e been already g iv en .

B esides these there w ere tw oother bodies of re.liable troops,as g ood as European s—
the Goork ah battalion un derReid,an dthe P un jab Guide Corpsun derD aly.There w ere

also a hun dred an d fifty m en of the old reg im en tof S appers an d M in ers,thathad
m utin iedatM eerut,an dw how ere still believ edtobe staun ch.In B arn ard's cam p,also,
w ere a reg im en tof Irreg ularN ativ e Cav alry (the N in th),an da portion of an other(the
Fourth),butthe fidelity of both w asdoubtful.

There w ere m an y then in all parts of In dia,especially am on g the m ore eag er-m in ded
civ ilian s,w ho believ ed thattoreach D elhi w as totak e it.H abituated tosuccess,an d

ev erpron e todespise ouren em ies,itseem edtoourpeople,in this con jun cture,tobe a
settled thin g thatthe force m ov in g on D elhi,by w hom soev er com m an ded,should,in
the lan g uag e of the day,"dispose of it," an d then proceed to fin ish the m utin eers in

384
Ihave endeavored in thisdescription ofDelhito representm erely the appearancesofthe greatcity and the

environsasthey presented them selvestoGeneralBarnardand hisS taffatthetim eoftheirfirstencam pingonthe
R idge.O therdetailsw ill,from tim e to tim e,be given asthe narrative proceeds.Ihave consulted avariety of
authorities,butIam principally indebted toColonelBaird.S m ith'sunfinished M em oiroftheS iege ofDelhi.Asthis
w asw rittenafterhehadbeenenabled toverify by subsequentinspectionhisim pressionsform ed duringthesiege,
Iconfidently accepttheaccuracy ofhisdescriptions.
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other parts of the coun try.Ev en the cool brain of L ordCan n in g con ceiv ed this idea of
the facility of the en terprise.Itw as thoug htthatthe D elhiFieldForce m ig htm arch in to
the city,,m ak e shortw ork of the rebels,the Kin g an dRoyal Fam ily in cluded;an dthen ,
leav in g there a sm all B ritish g arrison ,proceed tothe relief of L uck n ow ,Caw n pore,or

an y otherbeleag ueredposition in thatpartof H in dostan .A n dthis belief in the possible
w as socom m on ,thatitsoon beg an totak e in m en 's m in ds the shape of the actual;an d
before the m on th of Jun e w ashalf spen t,itw assaidin all partsof the coun try thatD elhi
hadbeen retak en ,an dthatthe starof ourfortun e w asag ain on the ascen dan t.

W hether,as w as said atthe tim e,an d is still con fiden tly m ain tain ed by som e,if,after
the v ictory of B udlee-k a-S erai,B arn ard had sw epton an d pursued the en em y in tothe
city,he m ig hthav e driv en them out,after g reatslaug hter,w ith the loss of all their

m un ition s of w ar,m ustev errem ain a m ystery.Itw as n otattem pted.B utitw as n opart
of the Gen eral's plan tositdow n before D elhian dtocom m en ce the tedious operation s
of a protracted sieg e. It w as assuredly n ot his tem per to m ag n ify dan g ers an d
difficulties or toshrin k from an y en terprise thatprom ised ev en a chan ce of success.It
m ig htbe a hazardous un dertak in g ;he felt,in deed,in his in m ostheart,thatitw as.B ut
he k n ew thathis coun trym en expected him to do it. H e k n ew thatan ythin g lik e
hesitation atsuch a m om en tw ould brin g dow n upon him a storm of reproach.H e

k n ew , also, thatif he failed in the perilous en terprise, he w ould be charg ed w ith
rashn ess an din capacity.B utthis appearedtothe fin e oldsoldiertobe the lesserev il of
the tw o.Rig htorw ron g ,he w aspreparedtorisk it.

W ith such thoug hts heav y w ithin him ,B arn ard w as by n o m ean s slow to acceptthe
coun sel of the youn g E n g in eer officers,w ho urg ed upon him the expedien cy of an
im m ediate attack upon the city N othin g w asplain er,than thatdelay w ouldw eak en our
chan ces of success;forn oton ly w as the n um erical stren g th of the en em y in creasin g by

fresh accession s of m utin eers,m ak in g the city of the M og ul theircen tral rallyin g -poin t,
butthere w as stron g probability thatthe m aterial defen ses of the place w ould be
stren g then ed— especially by the sim ple dev ice of brick in g up the g atew ays.Thatthis
had n otbeen don e on the 11th,the En g in eers ascertain ed;an d on thatday they w ere
prepared w ith the plan of a coup-de-main,w hich they laid before the Gen eral,urg in g

him toattem ptiton the follow in g m orn in g atbreak of day."W e fin d,"they saidin the
M em oran dum placedin B arn ard's han ds,"thatthe Caubul an dL ahore Gates are n otas

yetbrick edup— thatthe bridg es in fron tof them are up tothis tim e perfect— an d that
troops can approach from cam p un dercov ertofourhun dredan dn in e hun dredyards
of these g ates respectiv ely.A n en tran ce can alsobe effectedclose tothe Caubul Gate by
the chan n el throug h w hich the can al flow sin tothe city.W e recom m en da sim ultan eous
attem pttoblow in the L ahore Gate by pow der-bag s,an dsuch on e of the tw oobstacles
atthe other poin t(n am ely,either the Caubul Gate or the Can al g ratin g close by it),as
m ay be preferredon recon n aissan ce by the officersin charg e of the explosion party." ....
"W e are im pressed w ith the n ecessity," they added,"of driv in g the en em y outof the

City an d in tothe Fortby the sim ultan eous adv an ce of sev eral colum n s,of w hich tw o
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shall pass alon g the ram parts rig htan d left,tak in g possession of ev ery bastion an d
capturin g ev ery g un , w hilstthe rem ain der, adv an cin g tow ards the P alace by the
prin cipal streets of the city,w ill establish posts on the m arg in of the esplan ade,w hich
surroun ds the P alace,com m un icatin g rig htan d leftw ith the heads of the adjoin in g

colum n s.To this en d w e believ e itessen tial thatthe attack should com m en ce atthe
peepof daw n .W e propose toeffectthe explosion s athalf-pastthree A .M .;in tim ation of
success to be im m ediately follow ed by the adv an ce of the colum n s detailed for each
attack ,w hich w ill he in readin ess atthe poin ts hereafterin dicated,half an hourbefore
thattim e."

The report em bodyin g this schem e w as sig n ed by four subaltern officers— by
W ilberforce Greathed,by M aun sell an dChesn ey,of the En g in eers,an dH odson ,of the

In tellig en ce D epartm en t,ata later period k n ow n as "H odson ,of H odson 's H orse."385

The schem e w as accepted by B arn ard,an d orders w ere issued for its execution .S oon
afterm idn ig htev erythin g w as ready.The troops selectedforthis en terprise w ere duly
w arn ed.Each En g in eer officer had his appoin ted w ork .They w ere toassem ble,un der
cov er of the dark n ess of the n ig ht, betw een on e an d tw o o'clock , an d to proceed
n oiselessly tothe g ates w hich w ere tohav e been blow n in w ith pow der-bag s.B utw hen
the parade w as held,an im portan tpartof the destin ed force w as m issin g .A body of

three hun dred m en of the FirstEuropean Fusiliers w as to hav e been broug htup by
B rig adier Grav es;butatthe appoin ted hourthere w as n osig n of his appearan ce;an d
the colum n ,thus w eak en ed by their defection ,w as n otstron g en oug h todothe w ork
before it.Itw as an in ten se disappoin tm en tto m an y eag er spirits,w ho,on thatJun e
m orn in g ,believ ed thatthe stron g hold of the en em y w as w ithin their g rasp.B utthere
seem edtobe n othin g leftbutthe postpon em en tof the en terprise;so,reluctan tly,orders
w ere g iv en for the return of the storm in g party to their quarters.Itis difficultn otto
believ e thatB rig adierGrav es disobeyedorders.The excuse w as thathe m isun derstood

them ,an dthe k in dheartof S irH en ry B arn ardin clin edhim toacceptthe excuse.386

385
Hodsonhim selfhasthusreferredtothem atterinoneoftheletterspublished by hisbrother;"Yesterday Iw as

ordered by theGeneraltoassistGreathed,andoneortw om oreEngineers,inform ingaprojectofattack,and how
w e w ould do to take Delhi.W e drew up ourschem e and gave itto the General,w ho highly approved,and w ill,I
trust,carry it out;but how tim esm ust be changed w hen foursubalternsare called upon to suggest am eansof
carrying so vitally im portant an enterprise asthis,one on w hich the safety ofthe Em pire depends.W ilberforce
Great bed isthe next S eniorEngineer to L aughton,Chesney isM ajorofthe Engineer Brigade,and M aunsell
com m andsthe S appers.Iw asadded because the Generalcom plim entarily told m e thathe had the utm ostvalue
form y opinion;and thoughIam know ntocounselvigorousm easures,itisequally w ellknow nIdonoturgeothers
todow hatIw ouldnotbethefirsttodom yself."

386
Gravesw asBrigadierofthe day on duty.T he ordersconveyed to him w ere verbalorders,and he rode to

Barnard'stenttoaskforaconfirm ationofthem .T hestory isthustold,and w ithevery appearanceofauthority,by
M r.Cave-Brow ne:"BrigadierGravesw asthe field officerofthe day.About eleven o'clockthat nighthe received
verbalordersthatthe Europeanson piquetalong the heightsw ere to m ove offw ithoutbeingrelieved forspecial
duty w ith avague hintthatanight.assaultw asin contem plation.O n reaching the Flagstaffpiquetw e found the
N ativeguardsin the actofrelief,and unable tobelieve thatitw asintended toleave thatim portantposition,w ith
itstw o guns,in the charge ofN ativesonly,he gal.loped dow n to the General'stentforfurtherinstructions.Here
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B utthe projectof a surprise,thoug h thus delayed,w as n otaban don ed.W ilberforce
Greathed w en thopefully to w ork ,rev isin g his schem e,an d n ev er ceasin g to urg e at
H ead-Q uarters the n ecessity of a n ig ht attack . The brief delay had at least on e

adv an tag e.The M oon w as w an in g ,an d the cov er of dark n ess w as m uch n eeded for
such an en terprise. Ev ery day had m ade B arn ard m ore an d m ore sen sible of the
un derratedstren g th of the g reatcity w hich lay before him .B uthe still clun g tothe idea
of a sudden rush,an d either a g ran d success or a cripplin g failure."The place is so
stron g ,"he w rote toL ord Can n in g on the 13th of Jun e,"an dm y m ean s soin adequate,
thatassaultor reg ular approach w ere equally difficult— Im ay say im possible;an d I
hav e n othin g leftbutto place all on the hazard of a die an d attem pta coup-de-main,

w hich Ipurpose todo.If successful,all w ill be w ell.B utrev erse w ill be fatal,forIcan

hav e n oreserv e on w hich toretire.B ut,assuredly,you all g reatly un derestim ated the
difficulties of D elhi.They hav e tw en ty-four-poun ders on ev ery g ate an dflan k bastion ;
an d their practice is excellen t— beats ours fiv e toon e.W e hav e g otsix heav y g un s in
position ,butdon otsilen ce theirs,an dIreally see n othin g foritbuta determ in edrush;
an dthis,please God,you w ill hearof assuccessful."

A boutthis tim e,B arn ard had un der con sideration the rev ised schem e of W ilberforce

Greathedforan attack on D elhi,"by m ean s of sim ultan eous explosion s of pow der-bag s
atthe Caubul an dL ahore Gates,an dof a charg e ag ain stthe Cashm ere Gate,tobe fired
atsuch tim e as the atten tion of the defen ders of thaten closure m ay be en g ag edby the
first-m en tion ed operation s." M aun sell an d H odson w ere to con ducton e explosion
party,an d Greathed an d M 'N eill the other.O n the soun d of the bug le,the appoin ted
storm in g partiesw ere toadv an ce an dstream throug h the open in g s thuseffected.Ev ery
precaution w as tak en in the ev en tof failure atan y poin t,an d precise in struction s laid
dow n as tothe course tobe pursuedby each colum n of attack on the occurren ce of an y

possible con tin g en cy, an d n othin g w as w an ted to show , n ot on ly by w ritten
description ,butalsoby plan s an d charts,w hateach detail of the force w as todoafter
en tran ce hadbeen effected.

be heard that they w ere on the point ofassaulting,and that every European infantry soldierw asrequired.N ow
the Brigadierprobably knee m ore ofthe actualstrength ofDelhithan any othersoldierin the force; — ho had
com m anded the brigade atthe tim e ofthe outbreak;and w hen asked hisopinion asto the chance ofsuccess,he
replied,'You m ay certainly take the city by surprise,but w hetheryou are strong enough to hold it isanother
m atter.'T hism adetheGeneralfalterinhisplans.S om eoftheyoungofficersw how eretotakealeadingpartnow
cam e in and found him w avering.T he Brigadier'srem arkhad so shaken hispurpose that,in spite ofentreaty and
rem onstrance,hew ithdrew theconsentw hich,iftruthbetold,hehad neververy heartily giventotheproject,and
the assault w asabandoned.T he R ifles,already underthe w alls,and the advancing colum nsw ere recalled into
cam p."M ajorR eid expresseshisopinion thatthe Brigadierw as"perfectly justified in having declined to allow his
piquestobe w ithdraw n w ithoutw rittenorders"(R eid him selfhad received w rittenorders,w hich heobeyed),and
declaresthatthe m ischance w asafortunate event.M ajorN orm an saysthat"there are few w ho do notnow feel
thattheaccidentw hichhinderedthisattem ptw asoneofthosehappy interpositionsinourbehalfofw hichw ehad
suchnum berstobethankfulfor."
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This project,sig n edby W ilberforce Greathed,w as datedJun e 14.O n the follow in g day
a Coun cil of W ar w as held,an d the schem e w as con sidered.Itw as sum m on ed by
Gen eral Reed,w hoon A n son 'sdeath hadcom e dow n from Raw ul-P in dee,toassum e as
sen iorofficerin the P residen cy the P rov ision al Com m an din Chief of the A rm y,387 an d

itw as heldin his ten t.S irH en ry B arn ard,B rig adierW ilson ,H erv ey Greathed,an dthe
chief E n g in eer officers w ere presen t.The oldadag e thata Coun cil of W ar n ev erfig hts
w as n otfalsified in this case. Itw as setforth v ery stron g ly thatthe projectof the
En g in eers in v olv ed the em ploym en tof n early the w hole of the D elhi Field Force;that
there w ouldbe n oreserv e tofall back upon in the ev en tof failure;an dthat,in the ev en t
of success,the en em y,stream in g outof D elhi,m ig htattack our cam p,seize our g un s,
an dotherw ise in flictg riev ous in jury upon us.The m ilitary authorities w ere all in fav or
of delay,un til such tim e asa rein forcem en tof atleasta thousan dm en m ig htarriv e.The

Civ ilian w ho appeared in Coun cil as the represen tativ e of the Gov ern m en tof the
N orth-W estern P rov in ces w as opposed to this delay.V ery forcibly H erv ey Greathed
urg ed that "the delay of a fortn ig ht w ould disappoin t expectation s, protract the
disorders w ith w hich the coun try is afflicted,in crease the disaffection k n ow n to exist
am on g the M ahom edan population in the B om bay P residen cy,an d cause distruston
the partof ourN ativ e allies;"buthe addedthathe couldn ottak e upon him self tosay
thatthe delay w ouldleadthe N ativ e S tates actually tothrow off theiralleg ian ce tothe

B ritish Gov ern m en t,oren dan g erthe safety of Caw n pore an dO ude,an dof the coun try
tothe eastw ard.H e assum edthatB ritish relation s w ith the N ativ e S tates w ere tooclose
to be so easily dissolv ed,an d thatthe con cen tration of En g lish troops atCaw n pore
w ould in sure the safety of the districts tow hich allusion had been m ade.W ilberforce
Greathed,ev erready foran im m ediate attack on the blood-stain edcity,pleadedthatit
w ouldbe easy torev ise the schem e,soastoleav e a larg erreserv e in cam p.A n d,fin ally,
itw asag reedtodeferthe decision tothe follow in g day.

O n the 16th of Jun e,therefore,the Coun cil ag ain assem bled.The m ilitary leaders had
thoug htov er the g rav e question before them .The feelin g atthe firstcon sultation had
been that,on political g roun ds,itw ouldbe desirable toattack the city im m ediately on
the arriv al of the firstrein forcem en ts.B utev en this m uch of forw ardn ess w an edon the
ev en in g of the 15th,an dthe Com m an dan tof A rtillery,w hohadbeen m ov edby H erv ey
Greathed'sarg um en tsatthe firstCoun cil,hadfallen back upon hism ilitary experien ce,,
an d had recorded a M em oran dum , w hich had in n o sm all m easure in fluen ced

B arn ard.388 Forthe Gen eral w as a m an toolittle self-relian tforhis position — toopron e

387
He had joined the arm y about the tim e ofitsarrivalat Delhi;but he w asprostrated by sickness,unable to

m ountahorse,andquiteincom petenttotakeany activepartintheprosecutionofthesiege.Itw asnotbeforethe
11th thathe w asenabled to situp and w rite aletterto S irJohn L aw rence.Butfrom thattim e hishealth began to
im prove,and he did good service by keepingthe ChiefCom m issionerinform ed ofthe state ofaffairsatDelhi.T he
lettersw hichtheGeneralthenw rotew erefullofinterestingand im portantdetails,and aredistinguished by m uch
cleargood sense.

388
Barnard recorded anote on the 15th,in w hich he said that circum stancesw ere altered by the fact thatthe

ChiefO fficer of Artillery had represented that the m eansat hiscom m and w ere inadequate to silencing the
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to be sw ayed hither an d thither by the g usts of other m en 's recorded or spok en
opin ion s.W hen ,therefore,on the 16th of Jun e,the Coun cil of W arag ain m et,an dall the
m ilitary m em bers of Coun cil,exceptW ilberforce Greathed,w ere opposedtoim m ediate
operation s,his resolution yielded to the array of authority before him ,an d ag ain he

beg an toen tren ch him self behin dm ilitary prin ciplesan dpreceden ts.

A tthatCoun cil,on the 16th of Jun e,A rchdale W ilson putin ,as the expression of his
m atured judg m en ton the subject,the paper w hich he had w ritten on the day before,
an dw hich w as n ow readaloud"Tak in g in tocon sideration the larg e exten tof the tow n
to be attack ed," itsaid,"a full m ile in breadth,n early tw o m iles in len g th from the
Cashm ere to the D elhi Gate,I m ustow n thatI dread success,on en terin g the tow n ,
alm ostas m uch as failure.O ursm all force,tw othousan dbayon ets,w ill be lostin such

an exten tof tow n ;an d the in surg en ts hav e show n ,by their con stan tan d determ in ed
attack s upon ourposition ,how w ell they can an dw ill fig htfrom behin dcov er,such as
they w ill hav e in street-fig htin g in the city,w hen ev ery m an w ill alm ostbe on a par
w ith ourEuropean s.W ith the larg e n um berof heav y ordn an ce they hav e m oun tedon
the w alls(from thirty toforty pieces),w e m ustalsoexpectheav y lossdurin g the assault
of the g atew ays,as theirg rape-shotw ill com m an dthe g roun dfrom sev en hun dredor
eig hthun dred yards roun d the w alls.Ig av e m y v ote for the assault,on the arriv al of

our firstrein forcem en ts, solely on the political g roun ds setforth by M r. Greathed,
feelin g ,atthe sam e tim e,that,asa m ilitary m easure,itw asa m ostdesperate an dun safe
on e.Ithas,how ev er,sin ce struck m e that,ev en in a political poin tof v iew ,itw ouldbe
w isertoholdourow n position an dw aitforthe rein forcem en ts from L ahore,w hen w e
couldin sure success in ourattack .S olon g as w e holdthis position w e k eep the w hole
of the in surg en ts in an d roun d D elhi.O n tak in g the city,they w ill n aturally form in to
larg e bodies an d g othroug h the coun try,plun derin g in ev ery direction .These bodies
should be im m ediately follow ed by m ov able brig ades,an d cutup w hen ev er com e up

w ith.Itw ould be im possible,w ith the sm all force w e n ow hav e,to leav e a sufficien t
force forthe protection of D elhi,an datthe sam e tim e tosen doutsuch brig ades as w ill
be required.Itappearstom e a question of tim e on ly.The coun try all roun d,itistrue,is
in the han ds of the in surg en ts an d other plun derers,an d m ustrem ain soun til w e can
clearthe coun try by ourbrig ades.M r.Greathedalsocon tem platesthe probability of the
N ativ e chiefs,w hoare n ow fav orable tous,becom in g luk ew arm in ourcause;butw hat
hav e they yetdon e for us? The Gw alior an dB hurtpore forces hav e lon g ag oleftus to

enem y'sgunson the w alls,so necessary before any approach could be m ade,and that the Chief Engineer
represented that,ashe had not the m eansofundertaking any necessary siege operations,the only practicable
m ode ofattack tested on acoup-de-main, to effect w hich,and to occupy so large an areaasthe city ofDelhi,
required the em ploym ent ofso m uch ofthe force underm y com m and asto prevent m y leaving asufficient
num bertoguardm y cam p,andenablem etosustainthepositioninthecaseofany reverseattendingtheattem pt.
But he added that politicalconsiderationsofm om ent had been so strongly urged upon him ,that,although
reinforcem entsw ere shortly expected,and,in am ilitary point ofview ,there could be no doubt that it w ould be
expedientto w aitforthem ,he m ust"subm itto those entrusted w ith the politicalintereststo determ ine w hether
tow aitislesshazardousthantoincurtheriskoffailure."Hehalted,indeed,betw eentw oopinions;but,headded,
"Iam ready toorganizetheattackto-night,ifdeem ed desirable."
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our resources; an d, from w hat I hear, little is to be expected from the Jeypoor
Con tin g en t,un til they are quite satisfiedof ourcom plete successov erthe in surg en ts."

Gen eral Reedthen declaredhis opin ion atsom e len g th.389 H e saidthat"oursuccess on

the 8th had placed us in a fav orable position ,an d on e w hich w e could hold for an y
tim e.It,therefore,becam e a question w hetheritw ouldn otbe bettertoaw aitthe arriv al
of the stron g rein forcem en ts thatw ere on theirw ay tojoin us— the rearg uardof w hich
m usthav e reached L oodhian ah, so thatby ordin ary m arches they oug htall to be
assem bledhere in fifteen days— than torisk an attack on the place aton ce,w hich w ould
require ev ery av ailable bayon etof ourforce toeffect,leav in g n oreserv e,exceptCav alry
an dheav y g un s in position ,thus risk in g the safety of ourcam p,stores,an dm ag azin es,
w hich w ouldbe exposedtothe in cursion of m an y bodies of m utin eers w hich w e k n ew

w ere en cam ped outside the w alls of D elhi,an d w ould tak e the opportun ity of lootin g
our cam p, w hile our troops w ere attack in g the city. There can be n o question ," he
con tin ued,"of the propriety of w aitin g ,in a m ilitary poin tof v iew .In thatall ag ree.W e
hav e,then ,tolook upon itin a political aspect,an dtoin quire w hether,in thatsen se,so
g reata risk is tobe run as an im m ediate assaultw ould en tail.There can be n odoubt
thatexpedition in term in atin g this state of affairs— w hich itis to be hoped thatthe
capture of D elhi w ould accom plish— is a g reatcon sideration ; butthe possibility of

failure,eithertotal orpartial,in thatoperation shouldbe av erted.Thiscan on ly be don e
by hav in g in han dsuch a force as w ill in sure success.Thatforce,itis believ ed,w ill be
assem bledhere in the course of fifteen days.In the m ean tim e,by holdin g this position ,
w e k eep the chief body of the m utin eers con cen trated in an d aboutD elhi.They k n ow
they can n otdislodg e us,an d thatstron g rein forcem en ts are on their w ay to join us,
w hile they are prev en tedfrom dispersin g an dm araudin g the coun try,w hich w ouldbe
the effectof a successful attack upon D elhiatan y tim e.N ow w e hav e n otthe m ean s of
sen din g outdetachm en ts to pursue them ; then w e should hav e am ple m ean s, an d

m ov able colum n sw ouldbe org an izedw ithoutdelay todriv e outthe m utin eers,an dre-
establish order in the n eig hborin g places w hich hav e suffered. Itis n otapparen t,
therefore, that the delay con tem plated can hav e an effect, politically, sufficien tly
in jurious tow arran tthe certain ty of g reatloss an d risk of possible failure,than w hich
n othin g couldbe m ore disastrous in its con sequen ces.W e hav e sufferedn odim in ution
of prestig e sin ce w e adv an cedon D elhi;all ourobjectshav e been accom plished,in spite
of g reatobstacles,by the w ell-k n ow n redoubtable brav ery of ourtroops,the m utin eers

driv en from their stron g position s,an d their g un s tak en .Their sorties in force hav e
sin ce been repulsedw ith g reatlosstothem ,an din n oon e in stan ce hav e they succeeded
in g ain in g an y,ev en the sm allest,adv an tag e.Their on ly effectiv e defen ce lies in their
w alls,w hich,in stead of bein g w eak an d un able to supportthe w eig htan d resistthe
con cussion of g un s,are stron g (recen tly repaired an d stren g then ed by us),capable of
sustain in g a n um erous an d heav y artillery,w ith w hich all their bastion s are m oun ted.

389
T he substance ofw hat follow sin the text w asstated orally before the Councilofthe 15th.GeneralR eed

afterw ardsem bodieditinlettertoS irJohnL aw rence,andit w asread outatthem eetingonthefollow ingday.
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A s n eitherourtim e n orm aterial w ouldadm itof a reg ularsieg e,an assaultorstorm can
on ly be resorted to;butthe success of this m ustbe in sured.A con trary ev en tw ould
en dan g er the Em pire.A n other reason has been alleg ed for an im m ediate attack — the
approachin g rain s;butthey are seldom heav y till the en suin g m on th,an dthe sick n ess

doesn oten sue till the m on th after.Ev ery precaution m ust,of course,be tak en in cuttin g
drain s in cam p prev iously,to carry off the w ater,for the w oun ded (there are,I am
happy tosay,few sick );there are g ood pucka buildin g s,N ativ e hospitals,in the L in es

w hich w e occupy, so thatn o in con v en ien ce n eed be expected as far as they are
con cern ed,n ordoIan ticipate an y forthe Force.There has been n o'Chota Bursaut' yet,

w hich g en erally precedes the reg ular rain s,an d is succeeded by som e fin e w eather
before these reg ularly setin .The n ecessity of hav in g as larg e a force as can be m ade
av ailable is alsoapparen tin the size of D elhi,the circum feren ce of w hich is six orsev en

m iles.H av in g accom plished a lodg m en t,a stron g force w ouldbe requiredtoclearthe
ram parts an doccupy the tow n ,in w hich they m ay expecttobe opposedatev ery house
an d w all behin d w hich an in surg en tcan fin droom ,un derw hich itis k n ow n they can
defen dthem selv es w ith v ig or.A ll thin g s con sidered,"con cludedthe Gen eral,"itis m y
opin ion thatthe m ilitary reason s for aw aitin g the arriv al of a sufficien tforce toin sure
success faroutw eig h an y political in con v en ien ce thatm ig htarise,an dw hich w ouldall
be rem ediedby certain successin the en d."

The resultof these decidedexpression s of opin ion on the partof the prin cipal M ilitary
officers atD elhiw as thatag ain the projectof a coup-de-main w as aban don ed.In the face

of such opin ion s,B arn ard did n otcon sider thathe w ould be justified in in currin g the
serious risk s so em phatically dw eltupon by W ilson an d Reid.The expression of his
person al v iew s is on record. W ritin g on the 18th to S ir John L aw ren ce, he said: "I
con fessthat,urg edon by the political adv iseractin g w ith m e,Ihadcon sen tedtoa coup-
de-main w hich w ould hav e en tailed all the abov e con sideration s; acciden t alon e

prev en tedit;itm ay be the in terposition of P rov iden ce.From w hatIcan hear,an dfrom
the opin ion of others w hom itbecam e m y duty tocon sult,Iam con v in cedthatsuccess
w ould hav e been as fatal as failure.A force of tw othousan d bayon ets,spread ov er a
city of the m ag n itude of D elhi,w ouldhav e been lostas a m ilitary body,an d,w ith the
treachery thatsurroun ds us,w hatw ould hav e becom e of m y m ateriel? B e sure thatI
hav e been g uided by m ilitary rule,an d thatitrequired m oral courag e to lace the cry
thatw ill be raisedag ain stourin activ ity before D elhi;Ican butactforthe best,an dw ait

an y fav orable opportun ity forstrik in g the blow .The g reatpoin traisedby M r.Greathed
w as the security of the D oab,an d the desirablen ess of sen din g troops toA lig urh from
D elhi;butw ere I in the city n ow I could n otdo this.The Castle an d S elim g urh yet
rem ain before m e, an d to hold the city an d attack these w ith a force un der tw o
thousan d w ould prev en tm y detachin g an y there. The factis, D elhi, bristlin g w ith
lan ces,an d g arrison ed by m en w ho,how ev er con tem ptible in the open ,hav e sag acity
behin d ston e w alls an d som e k n ow ledg e of the use of heav y ordn an ce— for hitherto
they beatusin the precision of theirfire— isn ottobe tak en by the force from Um ballah,

w ith tw o troops of six-poun ders; an d its presen t stren g th has been g reatly
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un derestim ated.W e hav e foug hton e action atB udlee-k a-S erai,w here,solon g as their
g un s rem ain ed to them ,they appeared form idable.W e hav e been subjectto frequen t
attack s ev er sin ce, each m ade w ith som e spirit, butrepulsed w ith heav y loss, an d
hav in g n ow the position tak en up from w hich w e m ustev en tually reduce the place.It

strik es m e the bestpolicy is tov iew itin its bestlig ht;itis a difficulttask ,an dn ottobe
accom plished w ithouta sufficien tforce.O n ce in the tow n ,the g am e is ov er if w e can
holdit,an dim m ediately a force w ill be av ailable foran y purpose M r.Colv in requires.
D elay is v exatious,an d losin g m en daily in these attack s is heart-break in g .Iam w ell,
butm uch harassed.I do assure y ou,the m ore I thin k of it,the m ore I rejoice in the
haphazard experim en tfailin g .Itis som e com fortto see thatyou ag ree;Ihope others
w ill n ow see Ihadm ore todothan tow alk in toD elhi."390

B utW iberforce Greathedstill didn otdespairof turn in g the heartsof the m ilitary chiefs
tow ardshisschem esof en erg eticaction .B efore a w eek hadpassed,he hadsubm ittedto
B arn ard an other m em oran dum , urg in g thatsin ce the date of the lastCoun cil the
m utin eers had been rein forced by the N usserabad B rig ade of tw o reg im en ts an d six
g un s,an d the Jullun dhur force of three reg im en ts w ith on e g un ;thatin form ation had
been receiv edof the n earapproach tojoin the in surg en ts of the rev oltedB areilly force,
six reg im en ts of In fan try w ith eig ht g un s, an d a reg im en t of Cav alry; an d that,

m oreov er,there w ere tidin g sof the Gw aliorCon tin g en t,of sev en reg im en ts of In fan try,
three of Cav alry, an d three batteries of A rtillery, w ith a sieg e-train an d m ag azin e,
hav in g declaredforthe Kin g of D elhi;an dthatin all hum an probability A g ra w ouldbe
besieg ed by the latter force— perhaps,in deed,already w as in im m in en tperil.In such
circum stan ces ithadbecom e a m atterof in fin ite im portan ce thata portion of the D elhi
force shouldbe detachedtothe relief of the form ercity."B utthis is possible,"he added,
"on ly afterD elhiis in ourpossession ,an dthe m utin eers'force dispersed.Irespectfully
subm it,therefore,thata political n ecessity forpressin g the attack of D elhiatalm ostan y

risk has arisen ,an dupon this g roun dIv en ture tosubm ita projectof im m ediate attack
con curred in by the officers w how ere com m ission ed toprepare the firstproject." B ut
B arn ardw as n ottobe in ducedtosw erv e from the resolution form edby the Coun cil of
W ar. S o, ag ain , the youn g er an d m ore eag er spirits of the B ritish cam p w ere
disappoin ted;an d our troops fell back upon their old daily busin ess of repulsin g the
en em y'ssorties.

390
T o thisletterBarnard added apostscript,saying:"W e gave them agreatbeating yesterday,w ith heavy loss.

T hey had attem pted totake upaposition,seize[ ]and Kishen-gunj,and T revelyan-gunjand P aharipoor;w ith tw o
sm allcolum nsunderM ajorT om bs,B.A.,andM ajorR eid,S irm oorBattalion,w enotonly dislodgedthem ,butdrove
them out ofthe serai above,and,in fact,drove allbefore uson thisside ofthe Force.It hashad avery chilling
effect,w e hear,and theirspiritsare m uch disturbed.But theirfire from the north isastrue asever;so hotisit,
that,untilw e approach oursnearer,w e shalldo no good;and such isthe state ofthe service,that w ith allthe
botherofgettingthesiege-train,m y com m andingArtillery O fficercanonly m ansix guns,and m y Engineerhasnot
asandbag.Itisreally toodistressing.Inevercontem platedm akingregularapproaches,butIdid expectm y gunsto
silencethosebroughtagainstm e.Buttodothisthey m ustbegotnearer.Delay concentratestheinsurgents."
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There w as in deed,w hilstthis g reatdesig n of the coup-de-main w as un dercon sideration

atH ead-Q uarters,n olack of w ork in cam p,an dn olack of excitem en t.There w ere real
alarm s an d false alarm s,an d officers an d m en on the Ridg e w ere com pelled to be
con stan tly on the alert.Greatly outm atched as w e w ere in A rtillery,w e could m ak e

little orn oim pression upon the batteries of the en em y orthe w alls of D elhi,an dw ere,
in truth,exceptw hen our H orse A rtillery g un s w ere broug htin toclose quarters,on ly
w astin g ouram m un ition .The S epoys,w hok n ew ourhabits buttoow ell,w ere w on tto
com e outag ain stus in the m idstof the fiercestm id-day heats.In the clim ate they had
an ally,tow hich they feltthatthey couldtrust;an dm an y of ourbestan dbrav estw ere
struck dow n ,orw en taboutshiv erin g w ith ag ue orcon fusedby quin in e.The daysw ere
v ery hotan d the n ig hts w ere un w on tedly cold;an d these sev ere altern ation s are ev er
tryin g in the extrem e tothe European con stitution .B utn othin g could abate the elastic

cheerfuln ess an d hopeful spiritof our people. S om e of our youn g er officers then
ripen ed in to heroism of the hig hestorder,an d all displayed a con stan tcourag e in
action ,an dan en durin g fortitude in sufferin g ,un surpassedin the m ilitary an n alsof an y
coun try or an y tim e. D ay by day sad tidin g s cam e in of n ew m utin ies an d n ew
m assacres,an d ev er an d an on fresh rein forcem en ts of rebel reg im en ts m arched in to
D elhitothe soun dof ban d-in strum en ts playin g ourw ell-k n ow n E n g lish tun es.B utthe
dom in an tfeelin g ev er w as, as these reg im en ts arriv ed, thatitw as better for our

coun trym en an dourcoun try thatthey shouldbe in the doom edcity of the M og ul than
they should be scattered aboutthe prov in ces,assailin g w eak g arrison s or defen seless
can ton m en ts,for,please God,the D elhiFieldForce couldn oton ly holdits ow n ,but,on
som e n otv ery rem ote day,m ak e shortw ork of the D elhi rebels.H ow thatw as bestto
be don e there w ere eag er discussion s in cam p, leadin g to sm all results an d n o
con v iction s.Itm ustbe adm itted thatthere w ere m an y w ho shook their heads atthe
projectof the coup-de-main,of w hich Greathedan dH odson hadbeen the eag erauthors

an dthe persisten texpon en ts.Itw as saidthat,althoug h the Force m ig hthav e m ade its

w ay in toD elhi,on ly a sm all partof itw ouldhav e ev er m ade its w ay out.A n d yetas
w eek s passed an d n o chan g e cam e ov er the position of the A rm y before D elhi,m en
beg an tochafe un derthe restrain tsw hich hadheldthem back .They feltthat,in all parts
of In dia,En g lishm en w ere ask in g each other w hy D elhi w as n ottak en ;an d itw as
pain ful tothose g allan tsouls tothin k thattheircoun trym en hadexpectedof them that
w hich they hadn otdon e.

Ev eractiv e am on g the activ e w as S irH en ry B arn ard.There w as n otan officerin cam p,
in the flow er of his youth,w ho,all throug h this fiery m on th of Jun e,w ork edday an d
n ig htw ith such ceaseless en erg y as the Com m an der of.the D elhi Field Force.H e w as
n otin ured tothe clim ate by lon g acquain tan ce w ith it.H e hadarriv edin In dia atthat
v ery period of life atw hich the con stitution can leastrecon cile itself to such ex trem e
chan g es.B utn othin g could n ow in duce him to spare him self.A ll day lon g he w as
abroadin the g reatg lare of the sum m er sun ,w ith the hotw in din his face;an ditw as
often observ ed of him thathe n ev er slept. M en hav e ere n ow been carried safely

throug h the m osttryin g con jun ctures by the possession of a pow eren joyedby m an y of
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the w orld's g reatestm en — a pow er of sleepin g an d w ak in g atw ill. B utsleep had
forsak en B arn ard,an d therefore the clim ate an d the w ork w ere g riev ously assailin g
him .N oton ly w as there stron g w ithin him ,am idstall perplexities,an eag er,dom in an t
desire todo his duty to the coun try,for the sak e of w hich he w ould at.an y m om en t

hav e g on e g ladly to his death,buta ten der con cern for the w elfare of all w ho w ere
un derhiscom m an d,w hich k epthim un ceasin g ly in a state of un rest,passin g from post
to postby day an d by n ig ht,n ow v isitin g a battery or directin g a charg e,an d n ow
g lidin g in toan officer'shut,an dseein g thathe w assufficien tly cov eredtoresistthe cold
n ig htair,ashe lay asleepon hisbed.H e im pressedall m en w ith the belief thathe w asa
g ood an d g allan tsoldier,an d the k in dliest-hearted,truestg en tlem an w hoev er took a
com rade by the han d.

B utalthoug h he bore him self thusbrav ely before m en ,the in w ardcare w asw earin g out
hislife.N ev ersin ce W arbeg an ,w asGen eral in com m an dof an A rm y surroun dedby so
m an y discourag em en ts an d distresses. For in truth there w as n o possibility of
disg uisin g the factthatin stead of besieg in g D elhi,he w as him self the besieg ed.The
in adequacy of his m ean s of reg ular attack becam e ev ery day m ore apparen t.H e had
plan ted stron g piquet's w ith g un s atsom e of the prin cipal outposts of w hich I hav e
spok en ;an dthe en em y w ere con tin ually stream in g outtoattack them .A tH in dooRao's

house, at the Flag staff Tow er, an d at the O bserv atory, detachm en ts of In fan try,
supportedby heav y g un s,w ere plan tedfrom the com m en cem en tof ouroperation s.The
M etcalfe The M eteale H ouse w ouldalsohav e been g arrison edfrom the beg in n in g ,but
for its distan ce from our supports an d the paucity of troops atour disposal. The
occupation of these buildin g s by the en em y w as am on g the firsteffects of their
offen siv e activ ity.Itisbeliev edthatthere w asa peculiarfeelin g of an im osity ag ain stthe
Ferin g hees in con n ection w ith this edifice.Itw as said to hav e been erected on lan d
form erly the site of a Goojurv illag e;an dthatthe Goojurs hadflow n upon it,eag erfor

its dem olition an dresolute torecov ertheiran cien tholdin g s,on the firstoutbreak of the
m utin y.391 A n dthere is an otherstory still m ore sig n ifican t.The buildin g w as orig in ally
the tom b of on e of the foster-brothersof the Em perorA k bar.

Ithadbeen con v ertedin toa residen ce by an E n g lish civ ilian ,w how as m urdered,an d
the actof profan ation had been v ain ly appealed ag ain stto an other civ ilian , w ho
afterw ards shared the sam e fate.392 W hatsoev er effectthese circum stan ces m ay hav e

391
Cave-Brow ne's"Punjab and Delhi in 1857."

392
S irW illiam S leem an says; "T he m agnificent tom b offreestone covering the rem ainsofafosterbrotherof

Akbarw aslong occupied asadw elling-house by the late M r.Blake,ofthe BengalCivilS ervice,w ho w aslately
barbarously m urdered atJeypoor.T o m ake room forhisdining-tables,herem oved them arbleslab w hich covered
the rem ainsofthe dead from the centre ofthe building against the urgent rem onstrance'softhe people,and
threw it carelessly on one side against the w all,w here it now lies.T he people appealed in vain,it issaid,to M r.
Fraser,theGovernor-General'srepresentative,w ho w assoon afterw ardsassassinated,and agood m any attribute
thedeathofbothtothisoutrageuponthedead foster-brotherofAkbar."Bholonauth Chunder, in his "Travels of a
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had upon the con ductof the in surg en ts,itis certain thatthey g utted the buildin g an d
didtheirbesttodestroy it.393

Itw as a w reck w hen w e return ed toD elhi.A m on th had passed,an d n ow the en em y

w ere in force atthe M etcalfe H ouse,w here they had established a form idable battery,
w hich playedupon the leftof ourposition on the Ridg e.O n the m orn in g of the 12th,the
S epoy m utin eers cam e outtoattack us both in fron tan drear.The g roun dbetw een the
Flag staff Tow eran dthe M etcalfe buildin g s fav ored,by its rav in es an dshrubberies,the
un seen approach of the en em y,w hostole upw ithin a shortdistan ce of ourpiquetatthe
form erpost,an dbefore the En g lish officerin com m an d394 couldrealize the position of
affairs,hadopen edfire upon him w ithin a ran g e of som e fifty yards.O urm en replied
prom ptly w ith the En field rifle,butKn ox w as shotdead by a S epoy m usk eteer,an d

m an y of his m en fell w oun ded beside him ,w hilstour artillerym en dropped attheir
g un s.M ean w hile a party of m utin eers had m ade their w ay to the rear of the B ritish
cam p, an d w ere pushin g on w ard w ith desperate audacity in to the v ery heartof it
before our people w ere aroused.There w as dan g er, in deed, on both sides.B utthe
En g lish g ottotheirarm s in tim e torepulse the attack an dtocarry v ictory before them .
The en em y turn edan dfled;an dafterthem w en tsw iftretribution .Rifles,Fusiliers,an d
other in fan try detachm en ts,aided by D aly's g allan tGuide Corps,pushed after them ,

an ddealin g death asthey w en t,pursuedthe fug itiv esthroug h the M etcalfe g roun dsup
tothe w alls of the city.The lesson w as n otthrow n aw ay upon us.A stron g piquetw as,
from thattim e,plan tedatthe M etcalfe H ouse,an dcom m un ication s w ith this adv an ced
postw ere k eptopen w ith the Flag staff Tow eron the Ridg e.395

O n the sam e day an attack w as m ade on the rig htof ourposition ,on thatfam ous post
of H in dooRao's H ouse,w here Reidw ith his reg im en tof Goork ahs,tw ocom pan ies of
the Rifles,D aly's Guides,tw o g un s of S cott's B attery,an d som e heav y artillery,w as

Hindoo,"quotesthispassage,and adds,"R oom sareletin the M etcalfe Houseforarupee aday foreach person."
See "Addenda."

393
"T hey strippedtheroofofallitsm assiveandvaluabletim ber,carriedoffallthedoorsandw indow s,everything

w hichthey 'could them selvesbringintouseorconvertintom oney;they dem olished thecostly m arblestatuesand
the unnum bered sm allarticlesofvirtue,and then,w ith consistentGoth-like ruthlessness,tore up and piled in the
centersofthe room sthe volum esofthatfar-fam ed library,believed to be w ithoutitsequalinIndia,and then set
firetothebuilding."— Cave-Browne.

394
Captain Knox,ofHerM ajesty'sS eventy-fifth. M r.Cave-Brow nesaysthat he "seem ed to im agine that the

S epoysw ere com ing to lay dow n theirarm s,and refused to let the m en fire." M r.R otton (Chaplain'sN arrative)
saysthat Captain Knox "only am om ent before shot w ith hisow n hand one ofthe enem y,w hen hiseye caught
sight ofaS epoy leveling am usket at him :'S ee,'said he to one ofhism en,'that m an pointing at m e;take him
dow n.'T he w ordshad hardly escaped hislips,w hen the fatalshottookeffecton hisperson.He w ason one knee
w hen singled outasam arkby them utineer;and Iam told,thatassoon ashereceived the shot,heroseregularly
to'attention,'and thenfellandexpiredw ithoutw ordasgroan."

395
"T husthrow ingup,asitw ere,the leftfinkofourdefenses,and renderingitalm ostim possible forthe enem y

topassround onthatside."— Norman.
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destin edtobearthe brun tof the affray throug h w eek san dm on thsof in cessan tfig htin g .
Exposed to the fire of the en em y's g un s plan ted on the Cashm ere,M oree,an d other
bastion s,this piquetw as seldom sufferedtoen joy m an y hours of con tin uous rest.396 O n
the m orn in g of the 12th,un dercov erof the g un s,the m utin eers cam e outin tw obodies

tow ards ourrig htflan k ,the on e m ov in g directly on the piquetatH in dooRao's house,
the others pushin g in to the g arden s of the S ubzee-m un dee.397 B oth attack s w ere
repulsed,an d w ith heav y loss tothe en em y.B utitw as n otw ithouta disaster on our
ow n side;fora detachm en tof N ativ e Irreg ularCav alry,on w hose loyalty w e hadrelied,
w en tov ertothe en em y.A n dsosudden w as the retrog rade m ov em en tthatthe g reater
n um ber of them escaped from .the fire of our g un s,w hich w ere turn ed upon them as
soon as their treachery w as disclosed.398 N or w as this the on ly dishearten in g
circum stan ce w hich,aboutthis tim e,show ed how little the N ativ e soldiery g en erally

believ ed thatthe Ik hbal of the Com pan y w as on the ascen dan t,ev en thoug h w e had
recov ered our old position before D elhi,an d had beaten the en em y in three pitched
battles.The officers of the S ixtieth S epoy Reg im en thad com e in toD elhi w ithouttheir
m en .This corps w as un der the com m an d of a distin g uished soldier,Colon el Thom as
S eaton ,w hohadm ade a n am e forhim self,fifteen years before,as on e of the illustrious
g arrison of Jellalabad.H e hadbeliev ed,asotherS epoy officershadbeliev ed,in hism en ,
butthey had brok en in torebellion atRohtuck ,an d had n ow g on e tosw ell the tide of

rebellion w ithin the w alls of D elhi.N o soon er had they arriv ed than they w en tout
ag ain stusan dw ere am on g stthe m ostv ehem en tof ourassailan ts.

A g ain an d ag ain — day after day— the en em y cam e butto attack our posts w ith an
un iform ity of failure of w hich itw ouldbe tedious torecite the details.O n the 13th an d
15th,they ag ain flun g them selv es upon our position atH in doo Rao's H ouse,an d,as
ev er, the Goork ahs an d the Guides distin g uished them selv es by their un flin chin g
g allan try.399 O n the aftern oon of the 17th,w e beg an toacton the offen siv e.The en em y

396
M ajorR eid com m anded allthe postson the right ofthe R idge.He describesthe disposition ofhistroopsas

follow s: "M y ow n regim ent and one com pany ofR iflesoccupied the House,and one com pany ofR iflesthe
O bservatory,w here abattery for three heavy gunsw asconstructed on the night ofthe 9th to reply to the
Cashm ere bastion.T he centre battery forthree eighteen-poundersw asclose to the House,and the gunsw ere all
laid forthe M oresbastion.T heGuidesIlocated inand behind the outhouses."W heneverthe alarm w assounded,
tw om orecom paniesoftheR iflesw eresentupinsupport.

397
"T he first ofthese attacksw asnot serious,but the latterthreatened the M ound piquet,and supportsofall

arm shad,to be m oved up.T he FirstFusiliers,underM ajorJacob,then advanced and drove the m utineersoutof
thegardens,killingaconsiderablenum berofthem ."— Norman's Narrative.

398
M ajorR eid saysthat,"T hey w ent to the front just asifthey w ere going to charge,but no soonerhad they

closed than,to m y horror,Iraw them m ix up w ith the enem y and w alk offw ith then:.Im m ediately Isaw thisI
ordered the gunsto open upon them ,but the w retchesw ere too faroff,and Idualthinkthatm ore than halfa
dozenw erekilled."

399
It issaid that som e regim entsnew ly arrived from O ude took part in these attacks. T he S ixtieth w as

conspicuousintheactionofthe13th.M ajorR eid w rites,thatthey "m arched uptheGrand T runkR oad incolum ns
ofsectionsright in front,and led the attackheaded by the S irdarBehaudurofthe regim ent,w ho m ade him self
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w ere stron g ly posted in the suburbs of Kishen -g un j an d Trev elyan -g un j,betw een our
rig htan d the city,an d w ere erectin g a battery on risin g g roun d,w hich w ould hav e
com pletely en filadedthe Ridg e.S otw ocolum n s w ere sen tout.todestroy theirw ork s.
Itw as a dashin g en terprise,an dB arn ardselectedthe rig htm en forit.O n e colum n w as

en trusted to Reid,the other to H en ry Tom bs.The form er m ov ed from H in doo Rao's
house, the latter from the cam p. B oth w ere com pletely successful. A fter a g allan t
resistan ce by the S appers an dM in ers of ouroldA rm y,w ho,afterfirin g theirm usk ets,
drew theirsw ordsan dflun g them selv esdesperately upon us,the battery an dm ag azin e
w ere destroyed,an dthe v illag e in w hich they w ere plan tedw as burn t.L arg e n um bers
of the en em y w ere k illedan dw oun ded,an dtheirroutw ascom plete.O urow n lossw as
triflin g .Tom bs,alw ays in the thick of the affray,hadtw ohorses shotun derhim ,400 an d
w as him self slig htly w oun ded.Captain B row n ,of the FirstFusiliers,w ell-n ig h receiv ed

his death-w oun d.Thatev en in g Gen eral B arn ard w alk ed in to the A rtillery m ess-ten t,
an dw ith characteristicappreciation of g allan try lav ishedhis w ell-m eritedpraises upon
Tom bs.

There w as m uch,in all this,of the true type of En g lish soldier ship.B utitw as w eary
an ddishearten in g w ork atthe best.If w e lostfew erm en than the en em y,they hadm ore
tolose,m ore tospare,an dtheirg aps couldbe m ore readily filled.Ev ery v ictory costus

dearly.A n d w e m ade n o prog ress tow ards the g reatcon sum m ation of the capture of
D elhi. Ev ery day itbecam e m ore apparen tthatw e w ere g riev ously outm atched in
A rtillery.401 Their g un s could tak e our distan ce,butours could n ottak e theirs.They
w ere of heav ier m etal an d lon g er reach than our ow n ,an d som etim es w ork ed w ith
destructiv e precision .O n on e occasion a roun d shotfrom a tw en ty-four-poun der w as
sen tcrashin g in tothe porticoof H in dooRao's house,an dw ith such deadly effectthatit
k illedan E n g lish officer402 an deig htm en an dw oun dedfourothers,in cludin g a secon d
En g lish subaltern .W e could n otsilen ce these g un s.A tw en ty-four-poun der had been

tak en from the en em y in battle,butw e had n oam m un ition in store for a g un of such
calibre,an d w ere fain to pick up the shotw hich had been fired from the city w alls.

very conspicuous,calling out to the m en to keep theirdistance,ashe intended to w heelto hisleft.T hey fought
m ost desperately.T he S irdarBehaudurw askilled by hisorderly,L allS ingh.Itook the riband ofIndiafrom his
breastand sentittom y w ife."

400
"M aking," at thisearly stage,w ritesM ajor N orm an,"five horsesthat from the com m encem ent ofthe

cam paignuptothatdatehadbeenshotunderhim ."

401
Atfirstouroffensiveoperationsw ereprincipal,confined toshellingthecity."W eannoy them excessively w ith

ourshells,som e ofw hich reach alm ost to the P alace." But afterw ards,perhapsbecause it w asthought that w e
thusafflicted thetow nspeopleratherthanthem utineers,thiscoursew asabandoned."Itold you alittlew hileago
thatw ew erefiringintothetow n,butlastnighttherew asanordergivestofireonthegatew aysonly,notintothe
tow n."--Journal of an Artillery Officer, June 16.

402
L ieutenantW heatly oftheFifty-fourthN ativeInfantry,w how asdoingduty w iththeS irm oorBattalion.Am ong

theGoorkahskilledw asT eccaR am ,"oneofthebestshotsintheregim ent,w hoballkilled tw enty-tw otigersinthe
M oon."
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W hilstthe ordn an ce-stores atourcom m an dw ere dw in dlin g dow n toscarcity-poin t,so
v astw ere the supplies in the city,thatitlittle m attered to our assailan ts how m an y
roun ds they fired ev ery hour of the day. The g allan try of the A rtillery subaltern ,
W illoug hby,haddon e butlittle todim in ish the resourcesof the en em y.There w ere v ast

suppliesof m aterial w ealth thatcouldn otbe blow n in tothe air.

The fire from the M oree bastion ,especially,played alw ays an n oyin g ly an d som etim es
destructiv ely on the Ridg e.The S epoy g un n ers seem ed totak e a delig ht,w hich w as a
m ixture of hum oran dsav ag ery,in w atchin g the in ciden ts of ourcam p,an dsen din g in
theirshots justata critical m om en ttodisturb ouroperation s,w hetherof a m ilitary ora
social character.If on e detachm en tw ere m archin g tothe relief of an other— if a solitary
officerw ere proceedin g toin specta battery— if a lin e of cook -boys w ere toilin g on w ith

their caldron s on their heads for the susten an ce of the European s on piquet,a roun d
shotw as sure tocom e boom in g tow ards them ,an dperhaps w ith fatal precision of aim .
In tim e ourpeople becam e accustom edtothis exercise,an deitherav oidedthe exposure
altog ether,or k eptthem selv es on the alertsoas toan ticipate the arriv al of the deadly
m issile,an d secure safety by throw in g them selv es upon the g roun d.The cook -boys,
w hose journ eys— as m en m usteat— couldn otbe arrestedorpostpon ed,becam e adepts
in this w ork .They w en tadroitly dow n on their k n ees an d deposited theirburden s till

the dan g er had passed. The w ater-carriers, too, w ere g reatly exposed. A n d it is
characteristic of the relation s w hich atthattim e existed betw een the tw o races,that
althoug h these serv ile classes didtheirduty w ith all fidelity— an ditw ouldhav e fared
ill w ith us in deed if they had failed us in the hour of n eed— n oton ly w as there little
k in dlin ess an d sym pathy exten ded tow ards them , but by som e at least of the
En g lishm en in cam p,these un arm ed,harm less,m iserable serv itors w ere treated w ith
m ostun m erited sev erity. There is som ethin g g rotesque, butn otless terrible for its
g rotesquen ess,in the story thatw hen the cook -boys thus deftly sav edthem selv es from .

sw iftdeath, an d secured also their precious burden s, the European soldiers w ould
som etim essay,"Itisw ell foryou,m y boys,thatyou hav e n otspiltourdin n ers."403

O n the 18th, tw o S epoy reg im en ts thathad m utin ied atN usserabad stream ed in to
D elhi,brin g in g w ith them six g un s.404 This w elcom e rein forcem en traisedthe hopes of
the m utin eers,an d they resolv ed,on the follow in g day,tog ooutin force ag ain stthe
besieg ers.They hadsooften failedtom ak e an im pression on ourfron t,thatthis tim e it

w as theirg am e toattack ourposition in the rear.S o,passin g the S ubzee-m un dee,they
en teredthe g arden s on ourrig ht,an d,disappearin g fora w hile,em erg edby the side of
the N ujufg urh Can al,tothe dism ay of the cam el-driv ers,w hose an im als w ere quietly

403
Iam w riting ofthisnow only w ith reference to the practice ofthe enem y in the city.Ishallspeakm ore fully

hereafterofthetreatm entoftheN ativesincam p.

404
T hisreinforcem entconsisted oftheFifteenthandT hirtiethS epoy theFifteenthand T hirtiethS epoy R egim ents,

theS econd Com pany S eventhBattalion(Golundauze)Artillery,w ithN o.6HorseBattery attached,andsom em en
oftheFirstBom bay L ightCavalry.



A History of the Sepoy War in India. 1857-1858 - Volume II , Copyright © www.sanipanhwar.com 303

brow sin g on the plain .The day w as then sofarspen tthatthe expectation of an attack ,
w hich hadbeen en tertain edin the m orn in g ,hadpassedaw ay from ourcam p,an dw e
w ere butill-preparedtoreceiv e the en em y.O urA rtillery w ere the firstin action ag ain st
them . S cott, M on ey, an d Tom bs broug ht their g un s in to play w ith m arv elous

rapidity;405 butfor a w hile they w ere un supported,an d the en em y's fire,artillery an d
m usk etry w as heav y an dw ell directed.The g un s of the m utin eers w ere the far-fam ed
g un s of the illustrious g arrison of Jellalabad,k n ow n in history as A bbott's B attery—
g un s w ith the m ural crow n upon them in hon or of their g reatachiev em en ts. The
In fan try,too,of the N usserabadB rig ade w ere prov in g their title tobe reg arded as the
v ery flow er of the rebel arm y.S o fierce an d w ell directed w as the fire of a party of
m usk eteersun dercov er,thatTom bs,seein g hism en droppin g attheirg un s,an dun able
to reach the sheltered en em y,doubted for a little space w hether he could m ain tain

him self ag ain stthem .B utin this crisis up rode D aly w ith a detachm en tof his Guides'
Cav alry, an d a w ord from the heroic artillerym an sen thim forw ard w ith a few
follow ers ag ain stthe m usk eteers in the brushw ood.The div ersion .w as successful;but
the g allan tleaderof the Guidesreturn edsev erely w oun ded,an dfora w hile hisserv ices
w ere losttothe Force.406

M ean w hile,ourCav alry hadbeen g ettin g tohorse,an dYule's L an cers w ere tobe seen

spurrin g in toaction .B utthe shades of ev en in g w ere n ow fallin g upon the battle,an d
ere lon g itw as difficultto distin g uish frien ds from en em ies.Yule's saddle w as soon
em pty;407 an d H ope Gran t, w ho com m an ded, w ell-n ig h fell in to the han ds of the
en em y,forhis charg erw as shotun derhim ,an ditw as sore trouble torescue him in the
con fusion an d dark n ess of the m om en t.The en g ag em en t,scattered an d discursiv e as
w ere its in ciden ts, is n oton e easily to be described. A con fused n arrativ e of that
ev en in g 's fig htin g m ustbe m ostdescriptiv e of the chaos of the fig ht.N ig htfell upon a
draw n battle,of w hich n oon e couldcoun tthe issues,an d,as ourofficers m ettog ether

in theirm ess-ten ts,w ith n otv ery cheerful coun ten an ces,they saw the cam p-fires of the
en em y blazin g up in their rear.W e had sustain ed som e sev ere losses.Thatfin e field-
officerof the L an cers,Yule,hadbeen k illed;D aly,of the Guides,hadbeen in capacitated
for activ e w ork ; A rthur B echer, Q uarterm aster-Gen eral of the A rm y, had been
w oun ded;an d w e had leftm an y m en upon the field.The en em y had in creased in

405
T he Field Artillery em ployed on thisoccasion consisted ofthree gunseach offourdifferent batteries,under

T urner,M oney,T om bs,andS cott.T hebattlew asfoughtby them .

406
T he authorofthe "History of the Siege of Delhi"thusdescribesthisincident:"A portion ofthe Guide Cavalry

cam e up.'Daly,ifyou do not charge,'said T om bsto theirleader,'m y gunsare taken.'Daly spurred into the
bushes— scarcely adozen ofhism en follow ed him .He returned w ith abulletin hisshoulder;butthe m om entary
diversionsaved theguns."

407
T he contem porary annalistsofthe siege do not relate in w hat m annerYule m et hisdeath,but hishorse

gallopingriderlessinto cam p seem sto haveconveyed thefirstnew sofhisfall,and hisbody lyingallnighton the
field,itm ay be assum ed thathe w askilled in the confusion w hich arose w hen the brieftw ilighthad closed upon
thescene.Itisdistinctly statedthatourow nArtillery fired upontheL ancers.
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n um bers,an dw ith n um bers theirdarin g hadin creased.Itw ouldhav e g on e ill w ith us
if the m utin eers hadsucceededin establishin g them selv es in ourrear,an dthe stren g th
of the rebel force w ithin the w alls haden abledthem toren ew theirattack s on ourfron t
an d on our flan k s.They w ere w elcom in g fresh rein forcem en ts ev ery day,w hilstour

rein forcem en ts, n otw ithstan din g the ceaseless en erg ies of the authorities abov e an d
below D elhi,w ere n ecessarily com in g in butslow ly.P erhaps atn operiod of the sieg e
w ere circum stan cesm ore dispiritin g tothe besieg ers.

There w as little soun d sleep in our cam p thatn ig ht,butw ith the firstdaw n of the
m orn in g ,an dthe firstbreath of the m orn in g air,there cam e a stern resolution upon our
people n ottocease from the battle un til they haddriv en the exultin g en em y from our
rear.B utitw as scarcely n eeded thatw e should brace ourselv es up for the en coun ter.

The v ehem en ce of the en em y w asseldom of lon g duration .

Itexpen deditself in fierce spasm s,often ,perhaps,the g row th of v astdrug g in g of ban g ,
an dw as g en erally exhaustedin the course of a few hours.O n the m orn in g of the 19th,
therefore,our people saw butlittle of the desperate en erg y of the 18th.S oon after our
cam p turn ed outthere w as an other scen e of w ild con fusion .N obody seem edtok n ow
w hat w as the actual position of affairs, an d m an y w ere quite un able in their

bew ilderm en tto distin g uish betw een en em ies an d frien ds.The form er had n early all
departed,an dthe few w horem ain edw ere driv en outw ith little trouble.O n e lastspasm
of en erg y m an ifesteditself in a farew ell discharg e of roun d-shotfrom a S epoy g un ;but
the w orstthatbefell us w as an am azin g pan ic am on g the cam p-follow ers beyon d the
can al,an da con siderable expen diture of am m un ition upon an im ag in ary foe.

Italw ays happen ed thatafter on e of these storm s of excitem en tthere w as a season of
calm .Tothe irresistible v oluptuousn ess of perfectrepose the S epoys ev er surren dered

them selv es on the day aftera g reatfig ht.The 20th an dthe 21stw ere,therefore,days of
resttoour Force.The latterw as our S abbath,an d early serv ice w as perform edby M r.
Rotton in the m ess-ten tof the S econ d Fusiliers,an d afterw ards in other parts of the
cam p.There w ere m an y then am on g stourpeople in stan tin prayer,forthey feltthata
g reatcrisisw as approachin g .They m ay hav e laug hedtoscorn the oldprophecy thaton
the cen ten ary of the g reatbattle of P lassey,w hich hadlaidB en g al atourfeet,an dhad
laid,too,broadan ddeepthe foun dation s of ourv astA n g lo-In dian Em pire,ourem pire

w ould be fin ally extin g uished.The self-relian ce of the En g lishm an m ade lig htaccoun t
of such v aticin stion s;butn oon e doubtedthatthe superstition w as stron g in the m in ds
of the D elhi g arrison ,an d thatthe 23rd of Jun e w ould be a g reatday,for g ood or for
ev il,in the H istory of the W ar.Itw as certain ,in deed,thatthen on e of those con v ulsiv e
efforts,w ith w hich already our people w ere sow ell acquain ted,w ould be m ade on a
larg erscale than ev erhadbeen m ade before.O n such a day,w arn edby the thoug htof
the prophecy w hich desig n in g people hadfreely circulatedin the L in es of all ourrebel
reg im en ts,itcould n otbe doubted thatH in doos an d M ahom edan s w ould un ite w ith

com m on con fiden ce an dcom m on en m ity ag ain stus,an dthatan un w on tedam oun tof
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con fiden ce an dban g w ouldhurl theirreg im en ts ag ain stus w ith un exam pledfury an d
self-dev otion ,in full assuran ce of the re-establishm en tof N ativ e rule from on e en d of
In dia tothe other.O ur force had been g row in g w eak er an d w eak er ev ery day,w hilst
the rebel force had g row n stron g er an d stron g er.Itw as n ot,therefore,a v ery cheerful

prospectw hich lay before the En g lish w hen they thoug htof the issuesof the m orrow .

D ay had scarcely brok en on the 23rd w hen our people learn tthattheir expectation s
w ere n otun foun ded.The en em y,in g reater force than had ev er m en aced us before,
stream edoutof the L ahore Gate,an dag ain m ov edby ourrig httow ards the rearof the
B ritish cam p,B utthey en coun tered an un expected difficulty,w hich discon certed their
plan s. O n the prev ious n ig ht our S appers had dem olished the bridg es ov er the
N ujufg urh D rain , by w hich the en em y had in ten ded to cross their g un s; an d thus

check ed,they w ere com pelled tocon fin e their attack s tothe rig htof our position .The
effectof this w as,thatm uch of the day's fig htin g w as am on g the houses of the S ubzee-
m un dee,from w hich the en em y pouredin a deadly fire on ourtroops.A g ain an dag ain
the B ritish In fan try,w ith n oble courag e an dresolution ,bearin g up ag ain stthe heats of
the fiercestsun thathad yetassailed them ,drov e the S epoys from their cov er,an d
foug htag ain stheav y odds all throug h thatlon g sum m er day.W e had n eed of all our
force in such a strug g le,forn ev erhadw e been m ore outm atchedin n um bers,an dn ev er

hadthe en em y show n a stern er,m ore en durin g courag e.Fresh troops hadjoin edus in
the m orn in g ,butw eary as they w ere after a lon g n ig ht's m arch,they w ere called in to
serv ice,an dn obly respon dedtothe call.408 The action of the 19th hadbeen an A rtillery
action ;thisof the 23rdw asfoug htby the In fan try,an ditw asthe fig htin g thatleastsuits
the taste an dtem perof the En g lish soldier.B utthe S ixtieth Rifles w en tg allan tly tothe
attack ,an dthe Goork ahs an dGuides v iedw ith them in sturdy,un flin chin g courag e to
the last.A tn oon day the battle w as rag in g furiously in the S ubzee-m un dee;an d such
w ere the fearful odds ag ain stus,thatReid,cool an dcon fiden tas he w as in the face of

difficulty an d dan g er,feltthat,if n otrein forced,itw ould strain him to the utm ostto
holdhis ow n .409 B uthis m en foug hton ;an daftera w hile the rein forcem en ts w hich he
hadsen tforcam e up,an dthen ,thoug h the con testw asstill an un equal on e,the chan ces
of w ar w ere n o lon g er desperately ag ain stus, an d our stubborn courag e prev ailed
ag ain stthe m ultitude of the en em y.A s the sun w en tdow n ,the v ig or of the en em y
declin edalso,an datsun setthe m utin eers hadlostheart,an dfoun dthatthe w ork w as
hopeless. B efore n ig htfall the S ubzee-m un dee w as our ow n , an d the en em y had

408
T hese reinforcem entsconsisted ofacom pany ofthe S eventy-fifth Foot,fourcom paniesofthe S econd Bengal

Fusiliers,fourEuropeanHorseArtillery gunsand partofaN ativetroop,w ithsom eP unjabeeInfantry andCavalry—
inallabout850 m en.

409
"T he m utineers,about tw elve o'clock,m ade am ost desperate attackon the w hole ofm y position.N o m en

could havefoughtbetter.T hey charged theR ifles,theGuides,and m y ow nm enagainand again,and atonetim eI
thoughtIm usthave lostthe day.T he cannonade from the city,and the heavy gunsw hich they had broughtout,
raged fast and furious,and com pletely enfiladed the w hole ofm y position.T housandsw ere brought against m y
m ere handfulofm en;butIknew the im portance ofm y position,and w asdeterm ined to do m y utm ostto hold it
tillreinforcem entsarrived."— Reid's Letters and Notes.
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w ithdraw n their g un s an d retired to the city.Ithad been a lon g w eary day of hard
fig htin g ben eath a destroyin g sun ,an d our troops w ere so spen tan d exhausted that
they couldn otcharg e the rebel g un s,orfollow the retreatin g m assesof the m utin eers.It
w as on e of those v ictories of w hich a few m ore repetition s w ould hav e turn ed our

position in toa g rav eyard,on w hich the en em y m ig hthav e quietly en cam ped.

A fterthis there w as an otherlull,an dthere w as ag ain tim e forourchief people totak e
accoun tof the circum stan ces of their position an d to look the future in the face.The
resultof the fig htin g on the Cen ten ary of P lassey w assom ew hattoabate the con fiden ce
of the en em y.There w ere n osig n sof the descen tof thatg reatS tarof Fortun e w hich had
risen abov e us fora hun dred,years.L ittle n ow w as tobe g ain edby them from spiritual
m an ifestation s an den courag em en ts.They hadon ly tolook totheirm aterial resources;

butthese w ere steadily in creasin g ,as the stream of m utin y con tin uedtosw ell an droll
dow n in full curren ttow ards the g reatocean of the im perial city.N usserabad an d
Jullun dhurhadalready discharg edtheirturbidw aters,an dn ow Rohilk un dw as about
to pour in its tributaries.A ll this w as ag ain stus,for itw as the custom of the en em y
upon ev ery n ew accession of stren g th tosig n alize the arriv al of the rein forcem en ts by
sen din g them outtoattack us.Thusthe brun tof the fig htin g on the 19th hadbeen born e
by the N usserabadforce,an don the 23rdby the reg im en ts from Jullun dhur.Itw as felt,

therefore,thaton the arriv al of the Rohilk un d B rig ade there w ould be ag ain a sharp
con flict,w hich,althoug h the issue of the day's fig htin g could n otbe doubtful,w ould
ten d to the dim in ution of our stren g th,an d to the exhaustion of our resources,an d
w ould place us n on earer tothe fin al con sum m ation for w hich our people soarden tly
lon g ed. O n the other han d, how ev er, itw as a source of con g ratulation that our
rein forcem en ts w ere also arriv in g .S ir John L aw ren ce w as doin g his w ork w ell in the
P un jab,an dsen din g dow n both European an dS ik h troops,an dev ery av ailable g un ,to
stren g then B arn ard in his position before D elhi.The dim en sion s of the B ritish cam p

w ere v isibly expan din g .The n ew ly arriv edtroops w ere atfirsta little dispiritedby the
thoug htof the sm all prog ress thathad been m ade by their com rades before D elhi;for
the besieg ers w ere foun d to be the besieg ed.B utthey soon took heartag ain ,for the
g oodspirits of the D elhi FieldForce w ere con tag ious,an dn othin g fin erhadev erbeen
seen than the buoyan cy an dthe cheerfuln ess w hich they m an ifestedin the m idstof all
sorts of trials an dpriv ation s.M an y oldfrien ds an dcom rades then m ettog etherin the
m ess-ten ts to talk ov er old tim es,an d m an y n ew frien dships w ere form ed by m en

m eetin g as stran g ers,on thatev er-m em orable Ridg e— frien dships destin edtolastfora
life.H ospitality an dg ood-fellow shipaboun dedev eryw here.There w asn otan officerin
cam p w ho did n otdelig htin the opportun ity of sharin g his lastbottle of beer w ith a
frien d or a com rade. A n d from the old Crim ean Gen eral dow n to the youn g est
subaltern in cam p,all w ere alik e chiv alrous,patien t,an dself-den yin g .

There w as n ev eran y despon den cy am on g them .V astdiv erg en ces of opin ion prev ailed
in cam p w ith L astdays of respecttothe g reatsom ethin g thatw as tobe don e.S om e of

the youn g er, m ore eag er, spirits pan ted for a rush upon D elhi. The En g in eer
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subaltern s— Greathedan dhis g allan tbrethren — n ev erceasedtourg e the expedien cy of
a coup-de-main,an dasthe m on th of Jun e w ore toa close,B arn ardag ain con sen tedtothe

en terprise— doubtfully as tothe issue,an daltog etherreluctan tly,butw ith a dom in an t
sen se thatthere w as n othin g else to be don e. H e w as v ery activ e atthis tim e.N o

subaltern ,in the flow er of his youth,w as m ore reg ardless of exposure an d fatig ue.
Un derthe fierce Jun e sun ,n ev ersparin g him self,he w as con tin ually abroad,an dn ig ht
seldom foun d his an xious head upon the pillow . S om etim es he an d his son laid
them selv es dow n tog ether,w ith rev olv ers in theirhan ds,butstill the g en eral n otion in
cam p w as thathe "n ev er slept." H e w as torn topieces by con flictin g coun sels.B uthe
w ore outw ardly a cheerful aspect,an dev erresolute todohis best,lie bore upm an fully
ag ain stthe troublesw hich surroun dedhim .Ev en the feelin g that,dow hathe m ig ht,his
reputation w ouldbe assailed,didn ot,tooutw ardappearan ce,v ery sorely distress him .

A ll m en placed in difficultcon jun ctures m ustbe prepared toen coun ter reproach,an d
B arn ardw ell k n ew it.B utev eras tim e w en ton he w on upon the hearts of the officers
un derhiscom m an dby hisk in dlin essan dg en erosity.Itw assaidthathe k eptopen ten t;
he had a liberal table;an d n ev er had an officer in hig h com m an d a k een er sen se of
in div idual m eritora m ore open -hearteddesire tobestow his person al com m en dation s
on all w hohad distin g uished them selv es by acts of g allan try.S o,before the m on th of
Jun e w asatan en d,S irH en ry B arn ardhadsecurely establishedhim self in the affection s

of the D elhiFieldForce.

B ut,as w eek s passedaw ay,an dhe saw thathe w as m ak in g n oim pression upon D elhi,
the in w ard care thatw as w eig hin g upon his v ery life g rew heav ier an d heav ier.H e
w rote m an y letters atthis tim e both to public fun ction aries in In dia an d to priv ate
frien ds in E n g lan d,in w hich he setforth v ery clearly his difficulties an d perplexities,
an dsug g estedthathe hadbeen ,an dw as lik ely tobe,m isjudg ed.ToS irJohn L aw ren ce
he w rote,on the 28th of Jun e,a letter,in w hich he rev iew ed the P astan dsetforth the

circum stan ces of the P resen t."You hav e,of course,"he said,"been w ell in form edof our
proceedin g s, w hich, from the com m en cem en t, hav e been a series of difficulties
ov ercom e by the determ in edcourag e an d en duran ce of our troops,butn otleadin g us
to the desired term in ation .W hen firstI took up this position ,m y A rtillery w ere to
silen ce the fire of the tow n from the M oree an dCashm ere Gates,atleast,an dourheav y
g un sthen broug htin toplay toopen ourw ay in tothe city.S ofarfrom this,how ev er,w e
hav e n otsilen ced a sin g le g un ,an dthey return us tothis day atleastfour toon e.The

Chief A rtillery O fficer adm its the distan ce to be too g reat;butto g etn earer w e m ust
look to our En g in eers,w ho are on ly n ow com m en cin g to collectsom e few m aterials,
such as tren chin g tools,san d-bag s,& c.,of w hich they w ere destitute,an d ev en n ow
hav e n oten oug h toaidm e in stren g then in g an y outpost.In the m ean tim e,m y force is
bein g w orn outby the con stan tan d san g uin ary com bats they are exposed to— the
attack s w hich require ev ery soul in m y cam ptorepel— foritis n ev ercertain w here the
en em y in ten d to strik e their blow ,an d itis on ly by v ig ilan ce I can ascertain it,an d
hav in g don e so,w ithdraw troops from on e place tostren g then the threaten edon e;an d

thus the m en are hasten ed here an d there,an d exposed tothe sun all day.Tom e itis
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w on derful how all hav e stood it.Itis heart-break in g to en g ag e them in these affairs,
w hich alw ays costus som e v aluable liv es. The En g in eers had arran g ed a plan of
approach on the Cashm ere side;the difficulties thatm eeton e here are the con stan t
in terruption s the operation s w ould experien ce by the fire from the tow n ,an d m ore so

by the m ore frequen tren ew al of these dan g erous attack s.B uta g reateron e w asin store
form e w hen ,on in quirin g in tothe m ean s,the am oun tof sieg e am m un ition w as foun d
to be so totally in adequate, thatthe Chief E n g in eer declared the projectm ustbe
aban don ed.There rem ain s,therefore,buton e altern ativ e.M y w hole force w ill be here
in a day ortw o,w hen our en tire projectw ill be m atured.D isappoin tin g as,Ifear,our
prog ress has been to you,the results of our exertion s hav e been g reat;an im m en sely
superior force has been on all occasion s defeated w ith g reatloss,an d Ihav e reason to
believ e thatthe spiritof this m utin eerin g m ultitude— con tem ptible in the open ,butas

g ood,if n otbetter,than ourselv es behin d g un s— is com pletely brok en ,an d thatthe
g am e isin ourhan ds;for,by con fin in g ,orrathercen tralizin g the ev il on D elhi,the heart
of itw ill be crushedin thatspot,an dthatdelay,sofarfrom bein g detrim en tal,hasbeen
of essen tial use! B utfor the prestig e, I w ould leav e D elhi to its fate. A n archy an d
disorderw ouldsoon destroy it;an dthe force n ow before it-the on ly on e of European s
you hav e in In dia setfree— w ould be sufficien tto re-establish the g reater partof the
coun try.Tog etin toD elhig reatly reduce thissm all force,an dIfeel m uch m oral courag e

in ev en hin tin g atan objectw hich Ihav e n oin ten tion of carryin g out— atall ev en ts,till
afteran attem pthas been m ade.You m ay say,w hy en g ag e in these con stan tcom bats?
The reason sim ply is that,w hen attack ed,w e m ustdefen dourselv es;an dthattosecure
our cam p,our hospitals,our stores,& c.,ev ery liv in g bein g has to be em ployed.The
w hole thin g istoog ig an ticforthe force broug htag ain stit.The g ates of D elhion ce shut,
w ith the w hole of yourN ativ e A rm y drilled,equipped,an dorg an izedw ithin the w alls,
a reg ularly preparedforce shouldhav e been em ployed,an dthe place in v ested.M uch as
Iv alue the reduction of D elhi,an dg reatas Isee thatthe dan g ertom y ow n reputation

w ill be if w e fail,still Iw ould rather retire from itthan risk this arm y IB ut,by God's
blessin g ,all m ay be sav ed yet."A n d in this letter,hav in g setforth the g en eral state of
the g reatquestion before him ,he proceededtospeak of som e of its person al bearin g s.
"M y position ,"he said,"is difficult;an dn otthe less soforits un defin edrespon sibilities,
w hich m ustalw ays be the case w hen a Com m an der-in -Chief is in the sam e field.B ut
the v aluable assistan ce w hich you hav e g iv en m e,in B rig adier-Gen eral Cham berlain ,
w ill hen ceforw ardg reatly lig hten m y an xieties."

A few days before— on the 24th of Jun e— B rig adierCham berlain had arriv ed in Cam p
to tak e the postof A rriv al of A djutan t-Gen eral of the A rm y.H is com in g had been
an ticipated w ith the liv eliestem otion s of satisfaction .S om e said thathe w ould be
w orth a thousan d m en . Those w ho had ev er en courag ed the bolder an d the m ore
hazardouscourse of action rejoicedm ostof all,forthey believ edthathisv oice w ouldbe
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liftedupin fav orof som e dashin g en terprise.410 Itw as,doubtless,atthattim e g reatg ain
tohav e such a m an atthe elbow of the Com m an der.411 A few m on ths before officialism
w ould hav e stood ag hast at such a selection . N ev ille Cham berlain had little
departm en tal experien ce. B utthe D epartm en ts, in thatg reatcrisis, w ere n otin the

hig hesthon or.N otthatthey hadfailed— n otthatthey haddon e an y w orse oran y better
than D epartm en ts are w on ttodoin g reatcon jun ctures;butthatthe D elhi Field Force
did n otw an tD epartm en ts,butm en .There w as n o w an tof m an lin ess in the g en eral
S taff,for already w ithin the space of three w eek s on e departm en tal chief had been
k illed an d an other disabled.B utitw as feltthatthere w ere m en in the coun try,castin
the true heroic m ould,w ith a special g en ius for the w ork in han d.S om e said,"O h,if
H en ry L aw ren ce w ere buthere!" others spok e of John N icholson as the m an for the
crisis;an d all rejoiced in the adv en tof N ev ille Cham berlain .There w as an other,too,

w hose n am e atthattim e w asin the m outh of the g en eral cam p.Itw ask n ow n thatB aird
S m ith had been sum m on ed to directthe en g in eerin g departm en t, w hich had been
lam en tably in w an tof an efficien tchief.A ll these thin g s w ere cheerin g tothe heartof
the Crim ean Gen eral,for he m istrusted his ow n judg m en t,an d he look ed eag erly for
coun selorsin w hom he couldcon fide.

B aird S m ith w as atRoork hee leadin g an activ e busy life,thin k in g m uch of the A rm y

before D elhi,butn ev erdream in g of tak in g partin the con flict,w hen ,in the lastw eek of
Jun e, n ew s reached him thathe w as w an ted there to tak e the place of the Chief
E n g in eer, w ho had com pletely brok en dow n . H av in g im prov ised, w ith irreg ular
dispatch,a body of som e six hun dred P ion eers,an d loaded fifty or sixty carts w ith
En g in eer tools an d stores,he started on the 29th of Jun e,accom pan ied by Captain s
Robertson an d S prin g .412 P ushin g on by forced m arches,he w as w ithin sixty m iles of
D elhi,w hen ,on the m orn in g of the 2n dof July,after a w eary n ig ht-m arch,an express
reached him w ith the stirrin g n ew s thatan assaulton D elhi had been plan n ed for the

early daw n of the m orrow ,an dthatall w ere an xious forhis presen ce.A fteran houror
tw o of sleep,he m oun ted ag ain ,an d rode— or,as he said,"scram bled"— on ;g ettin g
w hathe couldtocarry him — n ow a fresh horse,n ow an elephan t,an dag ain the coach-
an d-four of the Rajah of Jheen d;an d so,toilin g all throug h the day an d the n ig ht,he
reachedD elhiby three o'clock on the m orn in g of the 3rd.W eary an dw orn outthoug h
he w as,the prospectof the com in g assaultbracedhim upforthe w ork in han d;buthe

410
"N eville Cham berlain hasarrived;ofthisw e are allglad,asw ellastheGeneral.W ilby'sbold conceptionsm ay

now receive m ore consideration." — Greathed's Letters.— "Everything w illbe right,they used to say,w hen
Cham berlaincom es,and alltookcouragew henthey saw hissternpalefact."— History of the Siege of Delhi.

411
"You havesentm easound,good auxiliary inBrigadierCham berlain,w hofully seesand adm itsthedifficultiesI

havebeenplaced in.Ileisfavorabletothetrialofget.tingintotheplace,and areasonablehopeofsuccessm ay be
entertained.Iam w illingtotry,providedIcanseem y w ay tohonorably securem y sickand w ounded,and keeping
openm y supplies."— Sir H. Barnard to Sir John Lawrence, July 1, MS. Correspondence.

412
T helatterw asgoingtojoinhisregim entintheP unjab.O nthem orningofhisarrivalatJhelum hew askilledin

anattackontheN ativetroopsthathadbrokenintom utiny inthatplace.
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had m ade the toilsom e m arch for n othin g .The projected attack w as in abeyan ce,if it
hadn otw holly collapsed.

Itw as the oldstory:thatfatal in decision ,w hich P ostpon e-hadbeen the ban e of Gen eral

B arn ard, as leader of such an en terprise as this, had ag ain , atthe elev en th hour,
ov erthrow n the bolder coun sels w hich he had been persuaded to adopt. A ll the
expected rein forcem en ts had arriv ed, an d he w as stron g er than he had ev er been
before.413 The detailsof the assaulthadbeen arran g ed;the plan shadbeen prepared;the
troops had been told off for the attack in g colum n s, thoug h they had n otyetbeen
w arn ed,an d the projectw as k epta secretin Cam p— w hen in form ation reached him
thatthe en em y w ere con tem platin g a g ran dattack upon ourposition by the ag en cy of
the rebel reg im en ts recen tly arriv ed from Rohilk un d. The tim e of early m orn in g

appoin ted for the assault— a little before daybreak — w ould hav e been propitious,for
the hour before daw n w as dark an d cloudy, an d our troops could hav e adv an ced
un seen tothe City w alls.B utn ow the opportun ity w as lost.The tim e w as com in g for
"the m oon an d day tom eet," an d soall hope of our creepin g up,un seen ,ben eath the
shadow of the dark n ess, w as passin g aw ay. W hatB arn ard an d others called the
"Gam ester'sThrow ,"w asn otdestin edtobe throw n by him .414

The threaten ed attack on our position ,said tohav e been fixed for the m orn in g of the
3rd,w as n otthen dev eloped in toa fact;butatn ig htthe Rohilk un d B rig ade415— som e
four thousan d or fiv e thousan d stron g ,H orse,Foot,an d A rtillery— the In fan try in the
scarletun iform s of theiroldm asters— w en tout,un dercov erof the dark n ess,an dm ade

413
T he reinforcem entsw hich had joined ourCam p from the P unjab betw een the 26th ofJune and 3rd ofJuly

w ere the Head-quartersofHerM ajesty'sEighth Foot,released by the defection ofthe JullundharBrigade; the
Head-quartersofHerM ajesty'sS ixty-firstFoot;theFirstR egim entofP unjab Infantry (Coke'sR ifles);asquadronof
P unjab Cavalry;w ith tw o gunsofEuropean and tw o ofN ative Horse Artillery;som e European R eserve Artillery,
and som e S ikh gunners.T he w antofartillerym en to w orkourgunshad been severely felt,and S irJohn L aw rence
had done hisbest to supply them from allsources.T he reinforcem entsdetached above m ade up,according to
N orm an,oureffectiveforcetosix thousand sixhundredm enofallarm s.

414
T he causesofthe abandonm entofthe enterprise w ere thusstated by S irH.Barnard:"Ihad allprepared for

thegam ester'sthrow lastnight,w henthearrivalofthereinforcem entsofCoke'sgavem ealltheavailablem eansI
can expect.Itw asfrustrated,first,by hearingthatw e w ere to be attacked in greatforce thism orning atdaw n of
day,w hen to acertainty ourCam p w ould be destroyed; and,secondly,on account ofseriousdisaffection in
(Charles)N icholson'sR egim ent,allthe Hindoosofw hichIhave disarm ed and hungtw o ofthe N ative officers.T he
N inth Irregularsevinced evident sign ofshake,'and asthey num bered som e fourhundred and fifty,it becam e a
seriousquestion to leave allthese nativesin m y Cam p,w hen allm y ow n forcesw ere em ployed elsew here.
Cham berlain adm itsthat few m en w ere everplaced in am ore painfully responsible position.IfIlose thissm all
force,itw illbefeltallovertheP unjab,and yet,ifIdonottakeDelhi,theresultw illbeequally disastrous.Itw illbe
agood deed w hen done!— and Iw illtake care and do it,w ith every chance in m y favors,in good w ill."— Sir Henry
Barnard to Sir John Lawrence, July 3, 1869. MS. Correspondence.

415
T he R ohilkund,orBareilly,Brigade m arched in on the 1st and 2nd ofJuly.It consisted ofthe Eighteenth,

T w enty-eighth,T w enty. ninth,and S ixty-eighth Infantry R egim ents; the Eighth IrregularCavalry,N o. 15 Horse
Battery,and tw o6-pounderpostgunsfrom S hahjehanpore.
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their w ay tow ards A lipore,in rear of our Cam p,w ith som e v ag ue in ten tion of cuttin g
off our com m un ication s by destroyin g a post w e had established there, an d of
in terceptin g som e con v oys on their w ay toor from the Ridg e.416 A force un der M ajor
Cok e,of the P un jab Irreg ularA rm y,w hohadarriv edin Cam p on the lastday of Jun e,

w assen touttog iv e battle tothe m utin eers.Itw asa com pact,w ell-appoin tedcolum n of
Cav alry an d In fan try, w ith som e H orse A rtillery g un s; an d the leader w as held in
repute forhisachiev em en tsin borderw arfare.B utthe resultw asa disappoin tm en t.The
g roun dw as m arshy;the prog ress w as slow ;an dw e w ere toolate todothe w ork .S oon
afterdaybreak on the 4th,ourcolum n cam e in sig htof the S epoy Reg im en tsw hich w ere
then return in g from A lepore,an dourg un s w ere broug htin toaction .B utCok e hadn ot
tak en rig htaccoun tof the distan ce;our lig htfield pieces m ade little im pression upon
the en em y,an d our In fan try had n otcom e up in tim e totak e partin the en g ag em en t.

The S epoy Gen eral,B uk htKhan ,w as,how ev er,in n om oodtocom e tocloserquarters
w ith us,sohe drew off hisforcesan dsethisface tow ardsD elhi,leav in g behin dhim his
bag g ag e,con sistin g m ain ly of the n ig ht's plun der— an am m un ition w ag on an d som e
cam el-loads of sm all-arm cartridg es.B utthey carriedoff all theirg un s,an dreturn edto
g arrison n otm uch w eak er than w hen they started."The distan ce w e had com e from
Cam p," w rote Gen eral Reed to S ir John L aw ren ce,"an d the deep state of the g roun d,
prev en ted our g un s an d cav alry from pursuin g .In fact,the horses w ere k n ock ed up,

an d the g un s could scarcely be m ov ed, w hile the en em y, bein g on hig her g roun d,
m an ag ed to g etaw ay their g un s."417 B utif w e had g ain ed n o g lory,the en em y had
addedan othertotheirlon g listof failures.They hadtak en outsom e thousan ds of their
besttroops,an d had on ly burn ta v illag e,plun dered a sm all isolated B ritish post,an d
leftthe plun derbehin dthem on the field.B ut,if oureyeshadn otbeen open edbefore to
the dan g er of som e day hav in g our rearw ard com m un ication s w ith Kurn aul an d the
P un jab— all the uppercoun try from w hich w e drew oursupplies an drein forcem en ts—
in terruptedby a sw arm in g en em y,w hom ig htattack us atall poin ts atthe sam e tim e,

soastoprev en tusfrom effectiv ely protectin g ourrear,thisexpedition of the Rohilk un d
force dispersed all the film s thatstill obscured our v ision .A n d our En g in eer officers,
therefore,w ere directedtoadoptev ery possible m easure toren derthe establishm en tof
the en em y in ourreara featof difficult,if n otim possible,accom plishm en t;an dthe chief
of these w as the destruction of the bridg es across the N ujufg urh Can al,exceptthe on e
im m ediately in ourrear,w hich w e couldalw ayscom m an dan dprotect.

V ery soon B aird S m ith an d B arn ard w ere in close con sultation The Gen eral rejoiced
g reatly in the presen ce of his n ew adv iser,an dg av e him his un stin tedcon fiden ce.The

416
T he enem y expected to find aconvoy ofw ounded m en going from ourCam p to U m ballah,and anotherw ith

treasureandam m unitioncom ingfrom Ferozepore.Buthefortunately m issedbothofthem .

417
MS. Correspondent.— T he authorofthe "History ofthe S iege ofDelhi,"w ho w asobviously w ith Coke'sforce,

adds:"O arm en returned com pletely exhausted by the heat.Indeed,m any ofthe S ixty-first sank dow n beneath
trees,and ourelephantshadtobesentfrom Cam ptocarry them in."— Hodsonsaysthat"ourlossw asaboutthirty
orforty Europeans,and three ofm y N ative officerstem porarily disabled?'Anotherw riter(MS. Journal)says:"O ur
lossw asoneIrregular,w hocam efrom theP unjabw ithCoke,and anArtillery driver."
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arriv al,in deed,of such a m an asthe accom plishedEn g in eer,w hok n ew ev ery n ook an d
crev ice in D elhi,an dw ho,before he hadan y expectation of bein g person ally con n ected
w ith the sieg e,haddev iseda plan of attack ,w as g reatg ain tothe besieg in g force;an d
B arn ard,w hose ig n oran ce of In dian w arfare an d m istrustof his ow n judg m en tdrov e

him toseek adv ice in all lik eliestquarters,w ouldg ladly hav e lean tm osttrustin g ly on
S m ith.B utitw as n otdecreedthathe shouldtrustin an y on e m uch lon g er.H is life w as
n ow w earin g toa close.

O n the secon d day after B aird S m ith's arriv al in D eath of Cam p,cholera fell heav ily
upon the Gen eral, an d B aaird sm ote him dow n w ith ev en m ore than its w on ted
sudden n ess. Gen eral Reed had seen B arn ard in the early m orn in g , an d observ ed
n othin g peculiarabouthim ;butby ten o'clock on thatS un day m orn in g a w hisperw as

run n in g throug h the cam pthatthe Com m an derof the D elhiFieldForce w as dyin g .H e
hadbeen m issedfrom his accustom edplace atchurch-serv ice;an d,before m an y hours
hadpassed,his brok en -heartedson ,w hohadm in isteredtohim w ith all the ten dern ess
of a w om an ,w as stan din g beside his lifeless body."Tell them ,"saidthe dyin g Gen eral,
speak in g of his fam ily in E n g lan d,alm ostw ith his lastbreath— "tell them thatI die
happy." N extday his rem ain s w ere con v eyed on a g un -carriag e to their lastrestin g -
place. "The on ly differen ce," w rote the Chaplain w ho perform ed the burial-serv ice,

"betw een the Gen eral an da priv ate soldiercon sistedin the len g th of the m ourn ful train ,
w hich follow edin solem n silen ce the m ortal rem ain sof the brav e w arrior."

From his death-bedhe hadsen ta m essag e toB airdS m ith,sayin g thathe trustedtohim
tog iv e such an explan ation of the circum stan ces in w hich he w as placedas w ouldsav e
his reputation as a soldier. A n d, in deed, the sam e g en erosity of feelin g as he had
ev in cedin all hisen deav orstobrig hten the characterof hisdeadfrien dA n son w as n ow
displayed by others tow ards him ;for all m en spok e an d w rote g en tly an d k in dly of

B arn ard,asof on e ag ain stw hom n othin g w as tobe saidexceptthatcircum stan cesw ere
adv erse tohim ."Ifoun dhim ,"w rote B airdS m ith,"on e of the m ostlov eable m en Ihad
ev er m et— rig idly con scien tious in ev ery duty, a perfectg en tlem an in m an n er an d
feelin g ,a brav e soldier,butun equal to the presen tcrisis from an apparen tw an tof
con fiden ce in him self an d an in ability to discrim in ate betw een the judg m en ts of
others."— "In him ," w rote Gen eral Reed to S ir John L aw ren ce,"the serv ice has losta
m osten erg etic an d in defatig able officer,an d I fear his un tim ely en d w as in a g reat

m easure tobe attributed tohis fearless exposure of him self,n oton ly tothe fire of the
en em y,butto the m ore deadly rays of the sun ."— "H e w as a hig h-m in ded,excellen t
officer," said M r.Com m ission er Greathed;"an d on European g roun d,in a European
w ar,w ouldhav e don e the S tate g ood serv ice;buthe w as toosudden ly thrustin tothe
m ostdifficultactiv e serv ice in In dia thatcouldbe im ag in ed,an dfoun dhim self placed
in com m an dof an A rm y w hich Gen eral A n son hadorg an ized,an doblig edtocarry out
operation s w hich he w ould n ot him self hav e un dertak en w ith the m ean s at his
com m an d.W ith m ore k n ow ledg e of the relativ e m erits of hiptroops an dof the en em y,

he w ould,Ithin k ,hav e achiev ed a g reatsuccess."— "H ow he has carried on so lon g ,"
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w rote N ev ille Cham berlain ,"is w on derful.A ll day in the sun ,an dthe m ostpartof the
n ig hteitherw alk in g up an ddow n the m ain streetof the cam p orv isitin g the batteries
an dposts.H is con stitution w as such thathe couldn otcom m an dsleepatthe m om en ts
w hen he m ig hthav e rested,an dexhaustedn ature has g iv en w ay.W e all deeply lam en t

hisloss,fora k in derorm ore n oble-m in dedofficern ev erliv ed."

In eedaddn othin g tothese tributes from the forem ostofficers in the Cam p.O n ly three
m on ths before B arn ard had w ritten to L ord Can n in g ,sayin g :"Can n otyou fin d som e
toug h job toputtom e? Iw ill serv e you faithfully."418 The "toug h job"hadbeen foun d,
an da sin g le m on th of ithadsufficedtolay him in his g rav e.B uthe hadredeem edhis
prom ise.H e hadserv edthe S tate faithfully tothe lasthourof hislife.

A n dhere fitly closesthe secon dpartof thisS tory of the S ieg e of D elhi.Itisthe story of a
succession of profitless episodes— desultory in n arration as in fact; the story of a
m on th's fig htin g w ith n oresults butloss of life,w aste of m aterial resources,an dbitter
disappoin tm en tin all the dw ellin g -places of the En g lish in In dia,as w eek after w eek
passedaw ay,an dev ery fresh reportof the fall of D elhiw asprov edtobe a m ock ery an d
a lie.

418
S om efurtherextractsfrom -Barnard'sCorrespondencew illbefoundintheAppendix.
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CHAPTER V.

GENERAL REED IN COMMAND - EXERTIONS OF BAIRD SMITH -
INADEQUACY OF RESOURCES - QUESTION OF ASSAULT

RENEWED - ENGAGEMENTS WITH THE ENEMY - HOPES OF THE
ENGLISH - ASSAULT ABANDONED -DEPARTURE OF GENERAL

REED - BRIGADIER WILSON IN COMMAND - HIS POSITION AND
EFFORTS - SOCIAL ASPECTS OF THE CAMP - STATE OF THE DELHI

GARRISON.

FRO M the firsthour of his appearan ce atD elhi,B aird S m ith had beg un to exam in e
thoroug hly the m ean s an d resources athis disposal.H e had n o g reatopin ion of the
pow er of the place to stan d a sieg e, if the besieg ers had adequate m aterial for its

prosecution .B utn ev er w as a besieg in g arm y in w orse plig htfor the con ductof g reat
operation s than the B ritish A rm y before D elhi.The Chief E n g in eerfoun dthathis sieg e
ordn an ce con sistedof tw o24-poun ders,n in e 18-poun ders,six 8-in ch m ortars,an dtw o
orthree 8-in ch how itzers.The en em y w ere m uch stron g erin A rtillery.They couldbrin g
toan y poin topen toattack from tw en ty-fiv e tothirty g un s,an dten ortw elv e m ortars—
all as w ell serv edas ourow n .B utthere w as som ethin g ev en w orse than this.If w e had
possessedm ore g un s w e couldn othav e usedthem ,forthere w as a deplorable w an tof
am m un ition .B aird S m ith stood ag hastatthe discov ery thatthe shotin store for the

heav y g un s w as scarcely equal tothe requirem en ts of a day's sieg e,an d there w as n o
im m ediate prospectof the receiptof further supplies;w hilst,on the other han d,the
en em y w ere furn ishedw ith the in exhaustible resources of the g reatD elhi M ag azin e.It
w as plain , therefore, that in this helpless state it w ould hav e been m adn ess to
com m en ce sieg e operation s, w hich m usthav e been speedily aban don ed from the
exhaustion of ourm aterial supplies.

B utthe question still sug g esteditself:"M ig htn otthe place be carriedby assault?"Itw as
easier to an sw er this in the affirm ativ e. "H ere," he arg ued, "the relativ e forces are
m aterially chan g ed in v alue.W e hav e a hig hly disciplin ed body un der a sin g le head,
com pletely in han d,full of pluck ,an dan xioustoattack ,an dw ith alm ostun lim itedself-
relian ce.The en em y is w ithoutan y head,n otin han datall,sofarbrok en in spiritthat
he has n ev erm etus in battle— w ith an y odds in his fav ors— w ithoutbein g beaten .Itis
v ery true thathis n um bers m uch exceed ours,an d thatin a tow n ,in street-fig htin g ,
disciplin e is of less v alue than in the open battle-field.Itis true,also,thatassaults are

prov erbially precarious.N apoleon said of them ,'a dog or a g oose m ay decide their
issues.'The results of failure w ould be as terrible an d depressin g as those of success
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w ould he g lorious an d in spiritin g .419 A ll these thin g s he deliberately con sidered;but,
w eig hin g the chan ces on eitherside,he cam e tothe con clusion that"the probabilities of
success w ere far g reater than those of failure,an d the reason s justifyin g an assault
stron g er than those w hich justified in action ."H e therefore urg ed upon the Gen eral,in

an official letter,the adv an tag esof an assaultby escalade,the g atesw hich w e desiredto
force bein g blow n in by pow der-bag s. "A n d," he w rote, four m on ths afterw ards,
"look in g back n ow w ith the full adv an tag es of actual experien ce,an d w ith,Ibeliev e,
v ery little disposition to m ain tain a foreg on e con clusion ,because itw as foreg on e,I
thin k atthism om en t,if w e hadassaultedan y tim e betw een the 4th an d14th of July,w e
shouldhav e carriedthe place."420

W hen the En g in eer's letter reached the H ead-quarters of the Force,S ir H en ry B arn ard

w as dead,ordyin g .421 The com m an dw as then assum edby Gen eral Reed.S in ce he had
been in the D elhi Cam p,w ith n o im m ediate respon sibility upon him ,his health had
im prov ed; an d althoug h he still appeared to others, especially to m en w ith the
in exhaustible en erg ies of B aird S m ith,a feeble in v alid,he believ ed him self tobe equal
tothe w ork ,an d w rote that,"w ith the aid of the A lm ig hty,he trusted tocarry itto a
successful issue."TothisofficerB airdS m ith'splan of assaultw assubm itted.H e didn ot
im m ediately rejectit.O n the 9th,he w rote toS irJohn L aw ren ce,sayin g ,"W e still hav e

the assaultin con tem plation ,the details of w hich are n otyetquite com pleted by the
En g in eers'D epartm en tun der B aird S m ith." B utthe delay,w hether orig in atin g in the
En g in eers'D epartm en t,orin the coun cils of the Gen eral,w as fatal tothe schem e;an d,
as B aird S m ith afterw ards w rote,"the opportun ity passed aw ay,an d the question of
assault or n o assault fin ally resolv ed itself in to doin g n othin g by sheer force of
circum stan ces." "W hatev er is," he added "bein g best,Iam con ten tw ith thin g s as they
are,an dIam v ery farin deedfrom attachin g the slig htestblam e tothose w hodiffered
from m e on the question of assaultin g .They,doubtless,exam in ed the probabilities as

con scien tiously as I did, but realized them differen tly, an d cam e to a con trary
con clusion .The difficulties w ere g reaten oug h,an dthe con sequen ces g rav e en oug h,to
require ev ery m an to form an d to hold to his ow n opin ion , an d yetto prom ote
toleration atdifferen ces— atan y rate,thatw as m y v iew of the case,rig htor w ron g ."
A n d, truly, itw as v ery rig ht. For there is n othin g , perhaps, w hich calls for m ore
toleration than the solution of g reatm ilitary question s,w hen there are an tag on istic

419
M S .CorrespondenceofColonelBaird S m ith.

420
M S . CorrespondenceofColonelBairdS m ith.

421
Ihave here again to notice the confusion ofdates,ofw hich Ihave spoken in aform ernote.Baird S m ith,in a

letterbeforem e,says,"M y letterrecom m endingthem easurew entinonthe6th.IdoubtifS irHenry Barnard ever
saw it,ashedied aday ortw oafterw ards."ButM r.Greathed,inaletterdated July 6,saysthattherem ainsofthe
Generalw ere buried atteno'clockon thatday;and M r.R otton (Chap-kin'sN arrative),w ho perform ed the funeral
service,saysm ostdistinctly thatBarnard died atthree o'clockon S unday afternoon,July 5.T here isnotthe least
doubt ofthe fact.Baird S m ith'sletter,therefore,w asnot sent in untilafterBarnard'sdeath,unlesshe isw rong
aboutthedateofitsdispatch.
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arrays of difficulties tobe con sidered.Ithas been saidof otherplaces than D elhi,w hich
hav e stood protracted sieg es,thatthey m ig hthav e been carried by assaultw ithin the
firsthour of our appearan ce before them . Itw as said of B hurtpore; itw as said of
S ebastopol;butn eitherCom berm ere n orRag lan thoug htthatitw as his duty torisk the

chan ce of a failure by attem ptin g it.

The circum stan ces,the force of w hich w assaidby the Chief E n g in eertohav e settledthe
m om en tous question of assaultor n oassault,w ere these.W hilstin the En g lish Cam p
ourpeople w ere con siderin g the bestm ean s of attack in g the en em y w ithin the w alls of
D elhi,the en em y w ere m ak in g ren ew edattack s on the B ritish Cam p outside the w alls;
an dev ery n ew attack reducedourscan ty n um bers.O n the 9th of July they cam e outin
force ag ain stus.In tellig en ce of theirdesig n reachedGen eral Reedin the m orn in g ,an d

he w as in som e m easure preparedforthem ;buthe scarcely expecteda darin g in roadof
rebel Cav alry in toourCam p.422 B utaboutten o'clock ,423 throug h a m istof heav y rain ,
our En g lish officers,on the "M oun d" discern ed their approach.H ere,on a piece of
elev ated g roun d to the rig htrear of our Cam p,w as plan ted a battery of three heav y
g un s,w ith the usual In fan try P iquet.In addition tothis a Cav alry P iquetw as throw n
out, som ew hat in adv an ce of the M oun d; an d this n ow con sisted of a party of
Carabin eers,tw oH orse A rtillery g un s of Tom bs's troop,an da detachm en tof the N in th

Irreg ular Cav alry, un der a N ativ e officer, w hich occupied the extrem e poin t in
adv an ce.424 P erplexed by the appearan ce of the fam iliar un iform of the Irreg ular

422
"W e had asharp affairw ith the enem y yesterday.Ihad received areport in the m orning that they w ere

com ing out in force on the right,and M ajorR eid applied fortheirusualreinforcem ent at Hindoo R ao'shouse,
w hich w assent,and the rest ofthe troopsheld in readinessto turn out.About ten A.M .aparty ofinsurgent
S ow arsm ade am ostdaringinroad to the rearofourrightby aroad leadingto theGrand T runk.T hesem en w ere
dressed exactly like the N inth Irregulars,w hich led to the supposition that part ofthat regim ent,w hich w ason
piquetonthatflank,had m utinied;butitturned outthatthegreaterpartofthem ,atleast,belonged totheEighth
Irregularsfrom Bareilly.Aboutahundred m en oftheirpeople actually sw eptthrough the rightofourcam pby the
rear,by thebridgeadjoiningtheburial-ground."— General Reed to Sir John Laurence, July 10, 1857. MS.

423
It w illhave been seen that,in the preceding note,GeneralR eed saysthat the enem y appeared about ten

o'clock.M ajorR eid says,"the action com m enced aboutseven o'clock."T he latterm ay referto the openingofthe
enem y'sguns.M ajorT om bssaysthat,to the bestofhisrecollection,itw asaboutthree P .M .w hen he firstlearnt
thatthe troopersw ere entering ourCam p.Cotem porary accountsoften differgreatly w ith respectto the tim e of
day.

424
"T he M ound w asabouthalf-w ay betw een the R idge and the Canal,w hich protected the British rear.Itw ason

the rightrearflankofCam p,and overlooked the S ubzee-m undee.Betw een the M ound and the Canalthere w ere
severalclum psoftrees,and the Canal-bankbeingalso fringed w ith them ,the view in thatdirection w asconfused
and interrupted,and forthisreason aCavalry piquetw asthrow n outon the Canal-bank,som ew hatin advance of
the M ound,from w hich,how ever,the videttesofthe Cavalry piquet w ere visible ....T he gunsand Carabineers
w ere not stationed on the M ound,but at the foot ofand on the right flank ofit,so that facing to theirproper
front— the S ubzee-m undee— the M ound w ason theirleft hand and the Canalon theirright.T he ground on the
rightofthe piquetw assom ew hatelevated,and on thisthetentsofthem en w erepitched and the Cavalry horses
picqueted.T he gunsw ere,asit w ere,in ahollow ,w ith the M ound on theirleft and the elevated ground on the
right.T o theirfront w asasm allbreastw ork,to w hich it w asordered that the gunsshould be run up and fought
behindincaseofanattack,and untilthepiquetcould bereinforced."— MS. Memorandum.
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Cav alry of our ow n P arquets,our people atfirstthoug htthatthey had been driv en in
by the adv an ce of the en em y;an d sothe g un s,w hich m ig hthav e open ed upon them ,
w ere poin tedharm lessly atthe troopers.425 B utthere w as som ethin g m uch w orse than
this.The m istak e of the B ritish A rtillery w as follow ed by the disg race of the B ritish

Cav alry. A s the Irreg ulars of the Eig hth from D elhi sw epton , the detachm en tof
Carabin eers, w hich form ed a part of the P iquet, turn ed an d fled. S tillm an , w ho
com m an ded them ,rem ain ed alon e athis post.The firsterror w as soon discov ered.
H ills,w how as in charg e of the artillery— tw ohorse-artillery g un s— of the P iquet,saw
presen tly thatitw asa hostile attack ,an dorderedouthisg un sforaction .B utthe en em y
w ere upon him ;he had n ottim e toopen fire.In this em erg en cy the dashin g A rtillery
subaltern — a m an of lig htw eig htan d shortstature, youn g in years, butw ith the
cooln ess of a v eteran an dthe courag e of a g ian t— setspurs tohis horse an drushedin to

the m idstof the adv an cin g troopers,cuttin g rig htan d leftatthem w ith g ood effect,
un til tw oof them charg edhim atthe sam e tim e,an dby the shock of the collision ,both
horse an d rider w ere throw n v iolen tly to the g roun d. Reg ain in g his feetafter his
assailan ts had passed on ,he recov ered his sw ord in tim e to ren ew the com batw ith
three S ow ars,tw o m oun ted an d on e on foot.The tw o firsthe cutdow n ,426 an d then
en g ag edthe third,a youn g ,activ e sw ordsm an of g oodcourag e,w hocam e fresh tothe
en coun ter,w hilstH ills,scan tof breath an d shak en by his fall,had lostall his first

stren g th, butn on e of his firstcourag e. The heav y cloak , too, w hich he w ore, as a
protection ag ain stthe rain , drag g ed athis throat, an d w ell-n ig h chok ed him . The
chan ces w ere n ow fearfully ag ain sthim .Tw ice he fired,buthis pistol sn apped,an d
then he cutathis oppon en t's shoulder.The blow did n ottak e effect;an d the trooper,
w atchin g hisopportun ity,clutchedatthe En g lish subaltern 'ssw ordan dw resteditfrom
him .H illsthen closedw ith hisen em y,g rappledhim sothathe couldn otstrik e outw ith
the sabre,an d sm ote him w ith clen ched fistag ain an d ag ain on the face,un til the
En g lishm an slippedan dfell tothe g roun d.

The "M oun d" w as a fav orite place of g atherin g in Cam p.Itcom m on ly happen ed that
m an y of our officers w ere tobe seen there,w atchin g the prog ress of ev en ts below ,or
discussin g the operation s of the sieg e.B utthe heav y rain of the 9th of July haddriv en

425
T he actualassailantsw ere troopersofthe Eighth IrregularCavalry,w ho had m utinied at Bareilly;but it w as

m ore than suspected thatthe m en ofthe N inth w ere cognizant ofand favored the attack.Ithasbeen seen that
GeneralBarnard had beenvery doubtfuloftheirfidelity.T herehad beenm any desertionsfrom theirranks,butno
signsofopenm utiny.Itm ay bestated herethatafterthisaffairofthe9thofJuly,theregim entw asquietly m oved
outofCam p,apparently on duty."O n the 11th July the Head-Q uartersofthe R egim entproceeded to Alipore,for
the purpose ofkeepingopen the com m unication w ith the rear.L arge detachm entsw ere sentinto the divisionsof
S aharunpore,S oneput,and P aneput.O n the 21st ofJuly,in consequence ofalarge desertion from the S oneput
detachm ent,itw asdeem edadvisabletom archtheregim entbacktow ardstheP unjab."— P arliam entary R eturnof
R egim entsthathaveM utinied.A w ingoftheN inthIrregularbad accom panied thefirstsiege-traintoDelhiand the
other(Head-Q uarters)w inghad joinedourCam ponthe2nd ofJuly.

426
"T he firstIw ounded and dropped him from hishorse;the second charged m e w ith alance.Iputitaside,and

caughthim an aw fulgash on the head and face.IthoughtIhad killed him ;apparently he m usthave clung to his
horse,forhedisappeared.T hew oundedm anthencam eup,butgothisskullsplit"— Hills' Narrative.
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ourpeople tothe shelterof theirten ts.A m on g others,M ajorTom bs w asin the A rtillery
m ess-ten t— on e of the cheeriestplaces in Cam p— w hen a trooperof the N in th Irreg ular
Cav alry,in a state of hig h excitem en t,rode up an d ask ed the w ay to the Gen eral's
quarters.In reply toa question from Tom bs,he said thatthe en em y w ere show in g in

fron tof ourparquets;butthe m an 's w ordsseem edbutscan tly toexpress all thatw asin
him ,soTom bs hurried tohis ow n ten t,took his sw ordan drev olv er,an d orderin g his
horse tobe broug htafter him ,w alk ed dow n tothe M oun d P iquet.A s he approached
the post,he saw the Carabin eers draw n up in m oun ted array,an d our g un s g ettin g
ready for action . In a m in ute there w as a trem en dous rush of Irreg ular H orse, the
troopers bran dishin g their sw ords an d v ociferatin g lustily;an d then there w as to be
seen the sadspectacle of ourD rag oon s brok en an dflyin g tothe rear,w hilston e of our
g un s w en trig ht-about,som e of the horses m oun ted an d som e riderless,an d g alloped

tow ards our Cam p.Tom bs w as n ow in the m idstof the en em y,w how ere strik in g at
him from all sides,butw ith n oeffect.A m an of a n oble presen ce,tall,stron g ,of robust
fram e an d han dsom e coun ten an ce, dark -haired, dark -bearded, an d of sw art
com plexion ,he w as,in all outw ard sem blan ce,the m odel of a Ferin g hee w arrior;an d
the heroic aspecttruly expressed the heroic qualities of the m an .There w as n o fin er
soldier in the Cam p. Threadin g his w ay adroitly throug h the black horsem en , he
ascen dedthe M oun d,an dlook in g dow n in tothe hollow ,w here his tw og un s hadbeen

posted,he saw the rem ain in g on e ov erturn ed,the horses on the g roun d,strug g lin g in
theirharn ess ordead,w ith som e slain orw oun dedg un n ers beside them .N earthe g un
he saw the prostrate body of H ills, apparen tly en tan g led in his cloak , w ith a
dism oun ted S ow ar stan din g ov er him w ith draw n sw ord, aboutto adm in ister the
death-strok e.A tthis tim e Tom bs w as som e thirty paces from his frien d.H e could n ot
hope toreach the en em y in tim e tocuthim dow n w ith the sabre,sorestin g his rev olv er
on his leftarm ,he took steady aim atthe trooper,w how asturn edfull-breastedtow ards
him ,an d shothim throug h the body.The blood oozed outthroug h the w hite tun icof

the w oun dedrebel,an d,fora w hile atleast,H illsw assav ed.

B utthe dan g er w as n otyetpassed. Tom bs helped his fallen subaltern to rise, an d
tog etherthey ascen dedthe slope of the M oun d.A s they w ere w atchin g the m ov em en ts
of the en em y,they saw a little w ay ben eath them an otherdism oun tedS ow ar,w how as
w alk in g aw ay w ith H ills'rev olv erin hishan d.They m ade aton ce tow ardshim .H e w as
a youn g ,stron g ,activ e trooper,w hoturn ed an dattack edthem w ith his sw ord,as on e

w ell sk illedin the use of the w eapon .H isfirstblow aim edatH illsw asparried.Then he
struck atTom bs,w how ith lik e addressg uardedthe cut.B utthe thirdblow ,struck w ith
despairin g en erg y,as he sprun g upon the youn g erof his oppon en ts,brok e dow n H ills'
g uard,an dclov e the sk ull tothe brain .In a m om en the hadturn edupon Tom bs,w ho
coolly parriedthe blow an ddrov e hissw ordrig htthroug h the trooper'sbody.427

427
T hisnarrative differsfrom som e ofthe published versionsofthisincident,and,in one respectatleast,from

the account(quoted above)w ritten by Hillshim self,and printed atthe tim e in theEnglish journals.Hillssaysthat
the S ow arw ith w hom he and T om bsbad the second encounterw asthe very m an w ho had attacked him in the
firstinstance,and from w hom hisfriend had saved him ."W henw egotdow n,"hesays,"Isaw thevery m anT om bs
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M ean w hile, the S ow ars, flushed w ith their firstsuccess, w ere sw eepin g on w ards
throug h ourparquets,tothe m ain streetof ourCam p.W hatcouldaccoun tforthe rout
of the Carabin eers— w hatcouldexplain the flig htof the H orse A rtillery?428 The utm ost

con fusion prev ailed.O ur people turn ed outin excited haste,n otk n ow in g w hatitall
porten ded.The roadw hich the rebel-troopershadtak en ledtothe A rtillery L in es.There
w as a N ativ e troop of H orse A rtillery there un derM ajorRen n y;an dthe S ow ars called
upon them to fratern ize w ith their party,an d to m arch back w ith them to D elhi.The
loyal N ativ es stern ly replied thatthey obeyed on ly their ow n officers.N ear them w as
H en ry O lpherts'European troop, un lim bered an d ready for im m ediate action . The
black troop w as betw een them an dthe en em y;butthe N ativ e g un n ers calledupon the
w hite trooperstofire throug h theirbodies.There w asn on eedforthis.The w hole Cam p

w as n ow astir. For a little w hile the S ow ars had profited by the un certain ty an d
perplexity in our Cam p.B uttheir trium ph w as soon turn ed to defeat,an d they fled
back to D elhi, leav in g m an y of these audacious rebels behin d them , in cludin g the
orig in atorof the perilousexploit.429 Thatsom an y of them escapedun scathed,return in g
by the w ay they hadcom e,is n ottobe accoun tedfor,excepton the g roun dof surprise
an d con fusion . A cts of in div idual g allan try are recorded— n on e m ore lustrous than

had saved m efrom m ovingoffw ithm y pistol(hehad only beenw ounded,and sham m ed dead).Itold T om bs,and
w ew entathim ."ButitistheassuredbeliefofT om bs,w hosaw thefirsttrooperfall,and theblood stream ingfrom
the m an'schest overhisw hite tunic,that theirsecond antagonist w as"anotherdism ounted S ow ar." Coeteris
paribus,there w ould seem to be m ore reason to accept T om bs'sversion than that ofhissubaltern,asthe
circum stancesoftheform erw erem orefavorabletocoolandaccurateobservation.AndIw ouldratherbelievethis
version,asthe one thatbestillustratesthe splendoroftheachievem ent.Ifthesam e S ow arw eretheheroofboth
com bats,he assuredly w ellearned by that m orning'sfighting the BehaudurS hah Crossforpersonalbravery.I
should notom ittoadd thatithasbeenrecorded that"T om bs'saccountoftheaffairofthe9th,w hentheenem y's
HorserodethroughourCam p,w astornupby ColonelM ackenzie.Hehad om itted tosay aw ord abouthim self,so
M ackenzie gave the Generalthe true version."— Greathed'sL etters. Both T om bsand Hillsw ere deservedly
rew ardedw iththeVictoriaCross.

428
Itseem stohavebeenaquestionam ongearlierw ritersw hethertheartillery onpiquetduty did runaw ay;but

there can be no doubt ofthe fact.In aletterw ritten from Cam p on the sam e day,an artillery officer,describing
w hat he saw ,says: "A gun ofthe Horse Artillery,that had been on piquet on ourright,had just retreated into
Cam p,into ourm ain street,close tom y tent."T hestatem entofM ajor(S irHenry)T om bs,asem bodied in the text,
isquite conclusive on the subject.W ith respect to the flight ofthe Carabineers,GeneralR eed w rites: "In the
confusion,Iam sorry to say adetachm entofthe Carabineers,w ho w ere escorting the guns,gave w ay,in spite of
the endeavorsoftheirofficersto stop them .T hese m en Ipropose to dism ount asadisgrace to them .It w ould
appearthatthey arecom posedm ostly ofrecruits,and,beingm ounted onhalf-brokenhorses,donotknow how to
m anagethem ."— MS. Correspondence.

429
"T hey w ere atfirstsupposed to be the N inth,but,beingdiscovered,w ere charged by BrigadierGrantw ith his

L ancers,and Captain Hodson w ith the Guides,w ho drove them outofCantonm ent's."— General Reed to Sir John
Lawrence. MS. Correspondence. T his,how ever,asregardsHodson'spart in the expulsion of the enem y,is
erroneous.Hodson started in pursuit w ith the Guides,m istook the enem y forourow n people,and rode som e
threem ilesparalleltothem ,untilthey suddenly crossed abridgeand "galloped offtoDelhi."— See Greathed's and
Hodson's Letters.
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those scored up tothe hon or of the brav e artillerym en ,Ren n y an d Fag an .430 B utsom e
dark clouds ov ershadow ed the scen e. Itis related thatin the absen ce of tan g ible
en em ies,som e of oursoldiery,w hoturn edouton this occasion ,butchereda n um berof
un offen din g cam p-follow ers, serv an ts, an d others, w ho w ere huddlin g tog ether, in

v ag ue alarm ,n ear the Christian churchyard.N o loyalty,n o fidelity,n o patien tg ood
serv ice,on the partof these poor people,could extin g uish for a m om en tthe fierce
hatredw hich possessedourw hite soldiers ag ain stall w how ore the dusk y liv ery of the
East.

This boldin cursion of Irreg ulars in toour Cam p did n otsupply all the day's fig htin g .
A ll throug h the m orn in g a brisk can n on ade had been m ain tain ed by the en em y,an d
an sw ered by our g un s on the Rig ht.Itw as soon apparen t,how ev er,thatthe rebel

m usk eteers w ere as activ e as theirg un n ers.A body of S epoys hadpostedthem selv es in
the suburb of the S ubzee-m un dee,w here,screen ed an d aided by houses an d w alled
g arden s,an d other en closures,they k eptup a,g allin g fire on our piquet's.This could
n otbe en dured;soa colum n w asform edtoattack an ddislodg e them .Itcon sistedof the
H ead-Q uarters an dtw ocom pan ies of the S ixtieth Rifles,detachm en ts of the Eig hth an d
S ixty-firstFoot,an dthe Fourth S ik h In fan try,w ith the six g un s of M ajorS cott's battery;
w hilstM ajor Reid w as in structed to cooperate w ith them w ith such m en as could be

sparedfrom the M ain P iquet.Com m an dedby Gen eral Cham berlain ,ourcolum n sw ept
throug h the S ubzee-m un dee,an dw as soon in close con flictw ith the in surg en ts.P osted
as they w ere,an d often firin g dow n upon us from som e elev ated structure,itw as n ot
easy to dislodg e them . The fig htin g w as of the k in d m ost distasteful an d m ost
destructiv e to our B ritish soldiery.B uttheir stubborn courag e prev ailed atlast.The
w ork w as don e thoroug hly;431 butsuch thoroug h w ork alw ays w as don e by us, at
heav y costtoourev er-decreasin g force.W e couldill spare atthattim e a sin g le fig htin g
m an ;butthe cotem porary historian s relate thatm ore than tw ohun dred of our people

w ere k illedordisabledon that9th of July.432 A n dsothe chan ces of a successful assault
upon the city beg an todw in dle in toa certain ty of failure;an d those w hohadurg edit
w ith the g reatestcon fiden ce,n ow had their m isg iv in g s.433 Itis true thatthe carn ag e
am on g the en em y had been far g reater than in our ran k s;butthey had n ev er been

430
R enny issaid to have shot severalofthe rebeltroopersw ith hisrevolver.Fagan rushed outofhistent w ith

only apen in hishand,gottogetherafew m en,killed fifteen ofthe enem y,and returned w ith asw ord and M inie
rifle,ofw hich he had "eased"aR essaldarofthe Irregulars.— Norman's Narrative,— Greathed's Letters.— History
of the Siege of Delhi.

431
"Eventually everything w aseffected that w asdesired,oursuccessbeing greatly aided by the adm irable and

steady practiceofM ajorS cott'sbattery underaheavy fire— elevenm enbeingputhorsdecom bat'outofitssm all
com plem ent."— Norman.

432
T he num berstated istw o hundred and tw enty-three,including one officerkilled and eight w ounded.T he

officerkilled w asCaptainM ountS teven,oftheEighth.T herew asheavy carnageintheenem y'sranks.

433
S eelettersofHervey Greathed.W ritingonthe10th,hesays:"Itm ay now beprudenttodefertheattackfora

shorttim e,foratthism om entthey (theenem y)m ay beconsideredintheplenitudeoftheirforce,&c.&c.
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n um erically stron g er than atthattim e,an d the heaps of dead w hich they leftbehin d
them dim in ishedbutlittle the v ital resourcesof thaten orm ousg arrison .

A n d,a few days afterw ards,this question of assault,as B airdS m ith w rote,hadfin ally

"resolv editself in ton othin g by sheerforce of circum stan ces;"forthere w asan otherhard
fig ht,an dan otherlon g listof casualties.O n the 14th,the en em y ag ain cam e outin force
tothe attack of ourposition on the Rig ht.Itw as saidthatthey hadv ow edtocarry our
batteries,an ddestroy thatform idable piquetatH in dooRao'shouse,w hich hadsen tthe
m essag e of death tosom an y of theircom rades.B echer'sspieshadg ain edin tellig en ce of
the m ov em en t,an dReidhadbeen w arn edof the com in g on slaug ht.H e w asquite ready
for them ,an d said,laug hin g ly,thatthey had attack ed him an d been beaten n in eteen
tim es,an dthathe didn otexpecttobe w orstedon the tw en tieth.The attack com m en ced

abouteig hto'clock in the m orn in g .For som e tim e our people stood on the defen siv e,
k eepin g the m utin eers atbay.B oth forces w ere un der cov er,an d little execution w as
don e.B utw hen the sun w as g oin g dow n ,N ev ille Cham berlain saw thatthe tim e had
com e to resortto other m easures.S o dispatchin g a letter to Reid,desirin g him to be
prepared to attack the en em y, an d actin con certw ith him , he sen tS how ers w ith
an other colum n ,con sistin g of detachm en ts of the FirstEuropean s,the 75th Q ueen 's,
Cok e's Rifles,an d H odson 's H orse,w ith six H orse A rtillery g un s un der Turn er an d

M on ey,totak e them in flan k .The w alledg arden s,an dotherplaces of shelter,in w hich
the m utin eers hadpostedthem selv es,w ere n ow tobe cleared;an ditw as a fin e thin g to
see our colum n s sw eepin g dow n upon the en em y,Reid's little Goork ahs settin g up a
rin g in g cheer,an d ev ery m an pan tin g eag erly for the affray.Then tw o of our g reat
P un jabee w arriors w ere to be seen ev er in the thick estof the fig ht. W here dan g er
threaten ed m ost, Cham berlain an d H odson w ere sure to be seen . The en em y w ere
driv en from poin ttopoin t,in con fusedflig ht,clean outof theirshelterin g w alls;an dthe
m ore im petuous of their assailan ts pushed on after them alon g the m ain road,w ithin

the fire from the w alls of D elhi.There w as itthatCham berlain ,fearlessly exposin g
him self,accordin g tohis w on t,w ell-n ig h m ethis death-w oun d.A party of the en em y,
cov eredby a low w all,hadm ade a stan d,an dw ere pourin g in a destructiv e fire upon
our adv an cin g soldiery,w hich m ade them for a m om en trecoil,w hen the A djutan t-
Gen eral,settin g spurs tohis horse,calledupon the m en tofollow him ,an dclearedthe
en closure.H e w as g allan tly supported;huta m usk et-ball took effectupon him ,an d
brok e his leftarm below the shoulder.434 O ur people w ere then son ear the city w alls

thatthe pursuitbecam e disastrous.For the en em y g athered fresh courag e,an d rallied
before theirdefen ses,w hilstthe hothaste w ith w hich w e hadpushedon tochastise the
m utin eers w as throw in g con fusion in to our ran k s.The m an ag em en tof the pursuin g
force w as n otequal to the g allan try of the pursuit.A ton e poin tw e had driv en the

434
Itw asthoughtatfirsttobe agun-shotw ound.A contem porary lettersays:"Cham berlainw asbroughtinw ith

asorely shattered arm .Hisim pression w asthathehad been struckby grape,w hich w asbeingshow ered on them
from the city w alls.He bore hisw ound and hispain nobly,w ith ahigh cheerfulcourage,but getting out ofthe
narrow dooley w astoom uchforhim ,and asheleantontw oorthreepeoplehestum bled forw ardand fell,alm ost
ontheshatteredlim b."
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m utin eers from their g un s, butw e w ere n otprepared to tak e adv an tag e of their
desertion .H odson 's quick eye m ark edthe opportun ity,an dhe w as eag ertocharg e the
battery.B utthe m en ,upon w hom he called to aid him ,w ere exhausted,an d atthe
m om en tthere w as n o respon se.Itis alw ays,in such straits,a question of m om en ts.

S eein g thatthere w as hesitation ,a S epoy g un n erappliedthe port-fire toa piece loaded
w ith g rape;an d before the sm ok e had cleared aw ay the g un s had been lim bered up,
an dthe opportun ity w aslostforev er.

A g ain the old story w as repeated. W e had g ain ed a profitless, perhaps, in deed, a
dubiousv ictory,ata lossof tw ohun dredm en ,k illedordisabled.435 The fin estsoldierin
the Cam p,forem ostin reputation ,forem ostev er in action ,an d all butfirstin official
position ,had been carried m aim ed an d helpless tohis ten t.Itw as a sorry day's w ork

thatsen tN ev ille Cham berlain ,A djutan t-Gen eral of the A rm y,tothe S ick L ist.Itw as a
sorry w eek 's w ork thathad depriv ed our little force of the serv ices of tw en ty-fiv e
officers an d four hun dred m en .Ithad quite settled the question of the assault.W ith
these dim in ishedn um bers,how coulda sufficien tforce be leftforthe protection of our
Cam p?Ev en the m osteag erspiritsn ow feltthatitm ustbe a hopelesseffort."There w ill
be n oassaulton D elhi yet," w rote H odson on the 16th;"our rulers w ill n ow less than
ev er decide on a bold course,an d,truth to tell,the n um bers of the en em y hav e so

rapidly in creased,an dourshav e been solittle replen ishedin proportion ,an dourlosses
fora sm all arm y hav e been sosev ere,thatitbecom es a question w hethern ow w e hav e
n um bers sufficien tto risk an assault.W ould to H eav en ithad been tried w hen Ifirst
pressedit!"

O n the 17th of July Gen eral Reed resig n ed the com m an d of the D elhi Field Force.
D urin g his brief season of respon sibility his health had brok en dow n un der the
exertion s an dan xieties of his position ,an ditw as useless an y lon g ertostrug g le ag ain st

his daily-in creasin g in firm ities.S ohe m ade ov erthe com m an dof the Force toB rig adier
A rchdale W ilson , an d betook him self to the quietude of the H im alayahs.436 The
selection of an officer w ho had don e so w ell in the action s on the H in dun w as the
source of g en eral satisfaction in the Cam p.437 There w ere few w ho did n otsee in the
chan g e g ood prom ise of in creased en erg y an d activ ity in the prosecution of the sieg e.
B ut,in truth,w e hadreacheda periodof its history atw hich en erg y an dactiv ity could
be displayedon ly in actsof defen siv e w arfare.

435
T he authorofthe "History of the Siege of Delhi" says: "S eventeen m en killed,and sixteen officersand a

hundredandseventy-sevenm enw ounded."

436
Hodson saysthat W ilson succeeded by virtue ofseniority.T he authorofthe "History of the Siege of Delhi"

says,"he w asnot the S eniorGeneralin Cam p." T he seniorofficerin Cam p,according to substantive rank,w as
ColonelCongreve,ofH.M .'sT w enty-ninth,Q uarterm aster-GeneralofQ ueen'stroops.Itisstated thathe sentin a
protestagainsthissupersession and retired to S im lah.GeneralR eed had anticipated the difficulty on the score of
rankby m akingW ilsonaBrigadier-General— anappointm entafterw ardsconfirm ed by Governm ent.

437
S eeGreathed'sL ettersandthe"History of the Siege of Delhi."
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Itiscertain thatw hen B rig adier-Gen eral W ilson took com m an dof the D elhiFieldForce,
the circum stan ces w hich he w as called upon tocon fron tw ere of a,m ostdiscourag in g
character.Tw o Com m an ders had been struck dow n by D eath,an d a third had been

driv en from Cam pby itsapproaches.The Chiefsof the S taff— the A djutan t-Gen eral an d
Q uarter-m aster-Gen eral— lay w oun ded in their ten ts. For m ore than fiv e w eek s the
B ritish troops before D elhi had been stan din g upon the defen siv e.Tim e after tim e,
assaults upon the City hadbeen projected,an dhadbeen deferred;an datlastthe bold
experim en thad been fin ally aban don ed. D urin g those fiv e w eek s the en em y had
attack ed us a score of tim es,an d ithad lon g been ack n ow ledg ed thatthe B ritish w ere
the B esieg ed,n otthe B esieg ers.Itw as im possible thatall this should n othav e had its
effectupon the disciplin e of the D elhi FieldForce.Itm ustbe an etern al hon or tothat

force, thatthe deterioratin g effects of such a state of thin g s w ere so slig ht; but,
n ev ertheless,they w ere clearly discern ible.The stren g th of the rebel g arrison hadbeen
con tin ually in creasin g ; an d thoug h their loss w as ev en heav ier than our ow n , our
n um bers w ere soin ferior,thatin proportion tothem oursufferin g sw ere g reater.Itw as
hard to say how m uch lon g er the en duran ce of our people w ould be proof ag ain sta
con stan tsuccession of v exatious attack s on the partof the en em y, an d profitless
v ictories on our ow n .O ur troops had g row n w eary of beatin g the en em y,w ithout

apparen tly w eak en in g their resources,or dim in ishin g their con fiden ce,or len g then in g
the in terv als betw een theirattack s.Itis n otstran g e,therefore,thatin the m iddle of this
m on th of July the B ritish Chief look edthe difficultiesof ourposition v ery g rav ely in the
face,an d thatthere w ere som e doubts as to w hether w e could hold our ow n m uch
lon g er w ith such fearful odds ag ain stus. B utn o such doubts oug htto hav e been
en tertain edfora m om en t.O urtroops hartbeen m uch harassed;they w ere dim in ished
in n um bers;they had seen a con stan tsuccession of stubborn en coun ters,w hich had
con duced n othin g to the fin al issue;an d they w ere g row in g v ery w eary of a state of

thin g sof w hich they couldn otsee the en d.B ut,if they hadlostsom e of theirdisciplin e,
they hadlostn on e of theirheart.They w ere im patien t,butn otdespon din g .They w ere
equal toan y dem an dsthatcouldhav e been m ade upon them ,an dw ouldhav e resen ted
the idea of retreat.

B utev ersin ce the com m en cem en tof the m on th the thoug htof a retrog rade m ov em en t
hadbeen fixin g itself in the m in ds ev en of m en w hohadbeen aton e tim e eag erforthe

boldercourse,w hich hadbeen describedas the "g am ester's throw ."B efore the death of
Gen eral B arn ard, H erv ey Greathed— thoug h he had throw n in the w eig ht of his
authority as Chief Civ il O fficeratD elhi,in tothe scales on the side of v ig orous action —
had beg un to discern the factthatthere m ig htbe som e adv an tag es to the coun try
g en erally in liberatin g the troops n ow pen tup before the w alls of the g reatcity,an d
w astin g their en erg ies in the stren uous idlen ess of a disastrous defen ce.438 They w ere

438
"T he determ ination to take Delhiby assault hasbeen tw ice on the eve ofexecution,and Ino longerfeel

confidentthatitw illagain be so farm atured.And supposingIam right,the questionw illarisew hetherw e should



A History of the Sepoy War in India. 1857-1858 - Volume II , Copyright © www.sanipanhwar.com 324

m uch n eeded atother poin ts w here our people w ere g irtaroun d w ith dan g er,an d a
g reatm oral effectm ig hthe produced by a succession of v ictories,such as the D elhi
Field Force,un der happier circum stan ces,m ig htcalculate on achiev in g .The tim e for
assaultin g hadpassed.N ev ille Cham berlain an dB airdS m ith,w how ere both by official

position an dn ativ e w orth the m ov in g prin ciplesof the besieg in g force,hadg iv en upall
hope of succeedin g in such an en terprise. Cham berlain , in deed, had beg un to
apprehen dthat,in theirexistin g state of disciplin e,itm ig htbe hazardousin the extrem e
toen tan g le them in the streets of D elhi.There w as n othin g leftforus,therefore,butto
hold on un til the arriv al of rein forcem en ts;an d the question had arisen an d had been
freely discussed atH ead-Q uarters, w hether, un til w e could appear before D elhi in
g reaterstren g th,itw ouldn ot,both on m ilitary an dpolitical g roun ds,be a w isercourse
to relax our hold,an d em ploy our eag er troops in other parts of the coun try.W hen

W ilson assum ed com m an d,he foun d m atters in this state.H e did n otorig in ate the
question of w ithdraw al.

W hatm ig hthav e been his resolution ,if leftto his P rotests of ow n un aided coun sels,
H istory can n ev erdeclare.B utthe eag erprotests of B airdS m ith soon sw eptaw ay an y
doubts thatthe Gen eral m ig hthav e en tertain ed.439 A s soon as the Chief E n g in eerlearn t
thatthe proposal w as lik ely tobe laidbefore him ,he resolv ed toan ticipate the form al

referen ce.O n the firstoccasion of W ilson con sultin g him profession ally,he threw all the
earn estn ess of his n ature in toa g reatrem on stran ce ag ain stthe projectof w ithdraw al.
H e toldthe Gen eral thattoraise the sieg e w ouldbe fatal toourn ation al in terests."Itis
our duty,"he said,"toretain the g rip w hich w e n ow hav e upon D elhi,an d tohold on
lik e g rim D eath un til the place is ourow n ."H e dw eltupon the m an y circum stan ces in
our fav ors.O ur com m un ication s w ith the P un jab w ere open .There w as still there a
con siderable am oun tof av ailable stren g th,w hich the in creasin g security of thatg reat
prov in ce w ould soon place atthe disposal of the D elhi leader.The arm y w as in g ood

health,an ditw as w ell supplied.Itw as true thatlittle hadbeen don e tostren g then the
position of ourbesieg in g arm y,ortobrin g ourg un s tobearw ith m ore fatal effectupon
the en em y's w ork s.B uthe pledg ed him self todow hatas yethad been un don e.A n d
then he urg edthe Gen eral tocon siderw hatw ouldbe the resultof the w ithdraw al of the
Force."A ll In dia," he said,"w ould aton ce believ e thatw e retreated because w e w ere

m aintain ourposition,orraise the siege,and dispose ofourforcesasm ay bestserve the publicinterests,untila
secondcam paignbeopened."— Greathed to Lawrence,July 4, MS. Correspondence.

439
Itw ason the 17th ofJuly,the firstday ofW ilson'scom m and,thatBaird S m ith pressed upon him the duty of

not relaxing hishold on Delhi.O n the 18th the Brigadier-Generalw rote to S irJohn L aw rence urging him to send
furtherreinforcem entsim m ediately.T he letterw asin French,and it contained these w ords:"Je retiendrai cette
position jusqu' a la fin. Car it est de la plus grande importauce que l'ennemi soit empeche de quitter Delhi pour
ravager le pays. Pour faire ceci il est absolument necessaire que je sois renforce de la plus grande force et aussi vite
qu'il est possible. J'en. tends que ce renforcement ne peat venir du sud, et en consequence je prie que vous
m'enverrez du Punjab un Regiment Anglais complet et deux de Sikhs ou Punjabees. Si je ne suis pas bien vite
renfored je serai force de retirer a Kurnaul. Les consequences de ce mouvement seraient desastreuses."- MS.
Correspondence.
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beaten ,an din such circum stan ces an adv erse im pression of this k in dw as as disastrous
as the sev erest defeatw e could sustain . W e m ust aban don , in such a case, our
com m un ication s w ith the P un jab,an dcease toactas a cov erin g force tothatprov in ce,
from w hich all the rein forcem en ts w e could hope for m ustbe draw n ;w e m ustag ain

fig htourw ay toD elhiag ain strein v ig orateden em ies,in creasedin n um bers an dspirits,
an dw e m ustcease toperform the in calculably im portan tfun ction of check -m atin g the
en tire stren g th of the rev olt, by draw in g tow ards D elhi, as a g reatfocus, all the
m utin ous reg im en ts of all arm s,an d so prev en tin g them from dispersin g them selv es
ov er the coun try, an d attack in g an d ov erpow erin g our defen seless posts." These
arg um en ts prev ailed.W ilson listen ed,an dw as con v in ced.H e than k edB airdS m ith for
thisfran k statem en tof hisv iew s,said thathe w ould hold on , an d then called upon
him ,as Chief E n g in eer,to state w hatcould be don e to m ain tain our position before

D elhi w ith the leastpossible loss,un til such tim e as the D elhi Field Force could be so
stren g then ed as toren derthe fin al assaultupon D elhi secure in its results.Then B aird
S m ith statedw hatW ilson ,as an experien cedA rtillerym an ,hadlon g felt,thatourg reat
w an tw as a w an tof far reachin g g un s,thatw e had been alw ays beaten by the heav y
m etal an dw ide ran g e of the en em y'sA rtillery;butthatas soon asw e couldbrin g dow n
a sieg e train of sufficien tm ag n itude an d sufficien tw eig htto silen ce the g un s on the
w alls of D elhi,success w ould be certain .To all of this W ilson readily assen ted.H e

ask ed for a statem en tof the stren g th of ordn an ce w hich w ould be required for sieg e
operation s,w hich in due course w as g iv en ;an d atthe sam e tim e the Chief E n g in eer
un dertook tohav e the w ork of his ow n departm en thi a sufficien tstate of forw ardn ess
tog iv e ev ery possible adv an tag e tothe operation s of the A rtillery."A n dfrom thattim e
forw ard," said B aird S m ith,in a letter w ritten ata later period,"w e w ere g uided by
these plan s,an dpreparedbusily forthe resum ption of activ e w ork on the arriv al of the
sieg e-train ."

The firstw eek of W ilson 'scom m an dw asen liv en edby tw om ore attem ptson the partof
the en em y toourdriv e usfrom ouradv an cedposition ;firstly,on the Rig ht,an dthen on
the L eft.O ur scouts in the city had obtain ed in tellig en ce thatthe en em y purposed to
proceedin force tothe n eig hborhoodof A lipore,440 in ourrear,toin terceptan expected
con v oy on its w ay toourcam p,an dw hen they hadthus draw n outa con siderable part
of our stren g th,tom ak e a v ehem en tattack upon our Rig ht.The m ov em en ttoA lipore
w as n ev erm ade,but,on the 18th of July,the en em y ag ain betook them selv es tothe old

w ork of harassin g us from the shelter of the suburbs;soa detachm en tof In fan try an d
A rtillery w as sen tout,un der Colon el Jon es of the S ixtieth Rifles,w ith the old result.
W hathadcom e tobe called"rat-hun tin g "w en ton fora w hile,an da n um berof B ritish
officersan dm en fell ben eath the fire of the en em y.441 B utthere w asthistim e n oattem pt
atpursuit.Colon el Jon es,hav in g driv en the m utin eers from theirshelter,w ithdrew his

440
R einforcem entshad entered Delhi— m utineersfrom Jhansi,w ho,according to custom ,w ere to try theirluck

onfirstarrivalagainsttheFeringhees.

441
O urlossw asoneofficerandtw elvem enkilled,and threeofficers(onem ortally)andsixty-sixm enw ounded.
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ow n m en carefully an dsk illfully,cov erin g theirretirem en tw ith hisg un s.Itw asthe last
of ourm an y con flictsin the S ubzee-m un dee suburb.O urEn g in eerofficersw ere already
atw ork clearin g aw ay the cov er— the g arden -w alls,the ruin ed houses,an d the old
serais,of w hich the en em y had m ade such g ood use from the com m en cem en tof the

sieg e,an d w ere con n ectin g our adv an ced posts in thatdirection w ith the M ain P iquet
on the Ridg e.

P erhaps itw as in despair of m ak in g an y im pression upon our Rig ht,thata few days
afterw ards,July 23rd,the en em y in con siderable force stream ed outof the Cashm ere
Gate,an den deav oredtoestablish them selv es atL udlow Castle,w hen ce they open eda
fire both on the M etcalfe P iquetan dthe Ridg e.A colum n of B ritish an dS ik h In fan try,
w ith g un s from Turn er's an dM on ey's troops,w as,therefore,sen tout,un derB rig adier

S how ers, to dislodg e them . The w ork w as soon accom plished. The en em y w ere in
retreatto the city w alls, butag ain the fatal in clin ation to press on in pursuitw as
irresistible,an dourcolum n w asdraw n on tow ards the city w alls,an dm an y of ourbest
officers w ere carriedw oun dedtothe rear.Colon el S eaton ,w hohadbeen appoin tedto
officiate as A djutan t-Gen eral,w as shotthroug h the body.Turn er an d M on ey of the
A rtillery,an dothers,w ere w oun ded;442 an dCaptain L aw ,w how asserv in g w ith Cok e's
rifles,w as k illed.The loss of the en em y w as n otheav y,an d they carried off all their

g un s. A fter this, orders w en tforth prohibitin g the forw ard m ov em en ts, w hich had
alw ays been atten ded w ith so m uch disaster.O ur m ain losses had com m on ly been
in curred after w e had driv en back the en em y tow ards the w alls of their stron g hold.
This system of w arfare had been too lon g perm itted.H ad the en em y's n um bers been
m ore lim ited,itw ould hav e been less n ecessary torestrain the n atural im petuosity of
ourpeople topush on an dtopun ish in pursuit;butscarcely an y am oun tof carn ag e that
w e couldin flictupon the m utin eersw asan y substan tiv e g ain toourselv es.

A n d sothe m on th of July cam e toan en d an d leftW ilson in g ood spirits;for S ir John
L aw ren ce,n ev erslack en in g in hisg reatw ork ,hadrespon dedtothe Gen eral'sappeal by
fresh prom ises of help,an dhe hadcastaw ay all thoug hts of raisin g the sieg e.W ritin g
on the 30th of July toM r.Colv in ,w hohad earn estly protested ag ain stthe thoug htof
w ithdraw in g from D elhi, he said;"Itis m y firm determ in ation to hold m y presen t
position an dtoresistev ery attack tothe last.The en em y are v ery n um erous,an dm ay
possibly break throug h ouren tren chm en ts an dov erw helm us.B utthis force w ill die at

its post.L uck ily,the en em y hav e n oheadan dn om ethod,an dw e heardissen sion s are
break in g outam on g them .Rein forcem en ts are com in g up un der N icholson .If w e can
holdon till they arriv e,w e shall be secure.Iam m ak in g ev ery possible arran g em en tto
secure the safe defen ce of ourposition ."

442
M r.Cave-Brow ne saysthat BrigadierS how ersw asw ounded,and com pelled to give overthe com m and to

ColonelJones.Hisnam e isnotin the listgiven by N orm an,and,therefore,itw ould seem thatitw asnotofficially
returned.T he w ound m ust have been avery slight one,ifany,forS how ersw asin action again on the 12th of
August.
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A n d here I m ay fitly pause in this recital of m ilitary ev en ts— of en g ag em en tafter
en g ag em en tw ith the en em y,follow in g each other in quick succession ,all of the sam e
type an dall leadin g tothe sam e results.The true story of the S ieg e of D elhiis n ottobe

foun d in the bare recordof these exploits.M an y as w ere those g allan tsoldiers,w hose
activ e heroism ithas been m y priv ileg e to illustrate in these pag es,there w ere m an y
m ore in the B ritish Cam p w hose n am es hav e been un w ritten ,butw hose g allan try,in
doin g an d in sufferin g ,w as n otless con spicuous.Itw as the fortun e of som e to be
con tin ually called to the fron t,to be specially than k ed by com m an din g officers an d
n am edin official dispatches,w hilstothers,Jay afterday,w eek afterw eek ,m on th after
m on th,labored on ,exposed to the fire of the en em y an d to all the ev il in fluen ces of
cam p-life in the w orstseason of the year, w ithoutpraise, w ithouten courag em en t,

alm ostw ithoutn otice.A sig n al in stan ce of this presen ts itself in the circum stan ces of
the tw obran ches of the A rtillery.The L ig htB atteries w ere alw ays tothe fron t,an dthe
n am es of S cott,Turn er,M on ey,Tom bs,an d others of the H orse A rtillery or H orse
B atteries hav e repeatedly claim ed adm irin g recog n ition ;butof the H eav y B atteries,
w hich,in theirow n w ay,w ere equally w ell serv ed,scan tm en tion has yetbeen m ade in
this n arrativ e of the sieg e.443 The tim e forbreachin g operation s hadn otyetcom e,an dit
w as a dull an d w eary season for the S ieg e A rtillery thus expen din g them selv es in

defen siv e efforts,outm atchedin n um bers,outm atchedin w eig htof m etal,outm atched
in profusen ess of am m un ition .There w as a scarcity of officers forduty in the batteries;
there w as a scarcity of g un n ers.B oth had to be im prov ised an d supplem en ted as best
w e could,sothatm en foun dthem selv es w ork in g atthe g un s w ho,a little w hile before,
did n otk n ow a port-fire from a spon g e-staff.S tray L an cers,for w hom there w as n ot
m uch cav alry-w ork in cam p,w ere caug htup an d settolearn the g un -drill,an d rig ht
g oodg un n ersthey often m ade;w hilstoldS ik hs,w hohadlearn tartillery practice un der
Run jitS in g h's Fren ch officers,an d had serv ed the g un s of the Kalsa atS obraon an d

Chillian w allah,w ere recruitedby John L aw ren ce,w hon ev erm isseda chan ce of aidin g
the D elhi w arriors,an d sen tdow n to m an W ilson 's batteries.B utthe tim e w as n ow

443
T he principalofficersw ith the siege batteriesw ere ColonelGarbett,M ajor Jam esBrind,M ajor M urray

M ackenzie,and M ajorKaye.T he last-nam ed had com e dow n to Delhiw ith the firstsiege-train.M ajorBrind joined
soon afterw ards,and tookaleading partin the siege operationsup to the houroffinalsuccess.ColonelGarbett,
w ho arrived at alaterperiod,w asappointed ofArtillery,on W ilson'snom ination to the chiefcom m and;but he
w asw ounded on hisw ay from one battery to another,and though the w ound w aslittle m ore than agraze,of
w hich he took no notice at first,it becam e afterw ardsam ost virulent sore,w hich com pelled him to take to his
bed,and subsequently to leave the cam p.He ultim ately died offever.M ajorM ackenziew asstruckby the splinter
ofashellon the 30tItofJune,and thoughinthiscase,also,the w ound did notappeartobeasevereone,he w as
driven also to S im lah,w here he died.[M ackenzie and Kaye had served togetherw ith the N ative troop ofHorse
Artillery w hichascended theHindooKoosh,and w asengaged inthebattleofBam cean].M ajorGaiskill,w hojoined
atalaterperiod ofthe siege,succeeded ColonelGarbettincom m and ofthe Artillery.Am ongthe youngerofficers
distinguished Brigadierduring the siege w ere Captain Johnson,AssistantAdjutant-GeneralofArtillery,w ho cam e
dow n w ith W ilsonfrontM eerut,and aschiefstaff-officerdid excellentservice,and L ieutenantL ight,an active and
energeticofficer,alw ayseagertogo to thefront,w ho w asincapacitated by sicknessshoutthem iddleofJuly,and
unable to return to hisduties.Griffith,Com m issary ofO rdnance,w asdriven from cam p by cholera,and w as
succeeded by CaptainYoung.
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approachin g w hen the real busin ess of the S ieg e w ould com m en ce in earn est,an d the
officers of the heav y batteries w ould con tribute their share of g ood w ork tow ards the
capture of the g reatcity.

O v er an d abov e the excitem en tof the frequen taction s w ith the en em y,w hich alw ays
added the n am es of m an y brav e m en to the listof k illed an d w oun ded,there w ere
som etim es lessersen sation s tostirthe heartof the Cam p.O n on e occasion ,an officerof
g ood repute,w hilstrecon n oiterin g as a field-en g in eer,failed to g iv e the parole w ith
sufficien tprom ptitude w hen challen g ed by on e of our sen tries,an d w as shotdead in
the dark n ess of the n ig ht.444 Itoften happen ed thatofficers on the look -outfrom
exposed position s, or passin g from postto post, or show in g their heads abov e the
breastw ork s of our batteries, becam e special m ark s for the rebel artillery-m en , an d

n arrow ly escaped,if atall,w ith theirliv es.445 A m on g the curren tCam pjok esw ason e to
the effectthata soldier had m ade itm atter of com plain tthat,sin ce the En g in eers had
builtup the parapets sohig h,a fellow atw ork in the batteries behin dthem couldon ly
g etshotin the head.O n e officeris statedby the con tem porary chron iclers of the S ieg e
to hav e had such a fan cy for exposin g him self in the em brasures, that, in spite of
repeatedw arn in g sfrom hiscom rades,he w ask illedon e day athisdan g erouspost.

The g en eral cheerfuln ess of our P eople, in spite of Cheerfuln ess all dispiritin g
circum stan ces,w as som ethin g upon of the Cam p w hich itis a pleasure to com m en t.
D ay after day our officers m eteach other w ith brig htfaces, laug hed an d jok ed,
reciprocatedk in dly offices,an dexchan g edthe n ew sof the Cam porthe tidin g sbroug ht
from a distan ce.There w as ev er aliv e am on g stthem a w arm th of g ood-fellow ship,
w hich n othin g couldw eak en orcool.Tom ak e a frien dly v isittothe ten tof a w oun ded
orsick officerw as a partof ev ery soun dm an 's duty,w hich he w as sure n otton eg lect.
S uch w as the ov erflow in g k in dn ess show n toev ery m an w how as dow n ,thatif ithad

n otbeen forthe eag erdesire tobe atw ork ag ain thatan im atedall,itw ouldhav e been a
priv ileg e tobe upon the sick -list.O n fin e ev en in g s,w hen the sun w as g oin g dow n ,the
sick an d w oun ded w ere broug htoutfrom the ten ts on their beds an d litters,thus to
taste the fresh air,tobe exhilaratedby the liv elin essof the Cam p,an dtocom m un e w ith
their com rades.O fficers an d m en alik e en joyed this chan g e.There w as on e,how ev er,
the n oblestsuffererof all,w how ouldn otperm ithim self tobe thus broug htoutof the
priv acy of histen t,lestitshouldappearthathe w asparadin g hisw oun ds.

444
CaptainGreensill,HerM ajesty'sT w enty-fourthR egim ent.

445
S ee follow ingaccountofthe burstingofashell,w hich nearly deprived the Force ofone ofthebestofficersin

it— M ajorS cottofthe Artillery:"M ajorS cotthad avery narrow escape from ashellyesterday;he w asstandingby
hishorseontheR idge,lookingthroughhisglass,w henashellfellcloseby him and burstasittouched theground.
Isaw hishorserunningoff,and saw him on theground,buthe gotup and w alked on,and Isaw him ridingby just
vim ,so Isuppose he isnothurt.Iw ason theGeneral'sM ound'atthe tim e,and theexplosiondrew m y attention,
and w eheard afterw ardsw hoitw as,and thatam anoftheFusiliershad beenw ounded by apieceoftheshell."—
Letters of Henry Greened.
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M ean w hile, those, w ho w ere w ell, foun d g reatdelig htin the com radeship of their
sev eral M esses, an d seem ed to en joy the roug h B ohem ian ism w hich n ecessity had
substituted for the polite am en ities of the peaceful Can ton m en t. The roug her the
m én ag e,the better the cheer.Ithas been recorded thatin on e n otable in stan ce,w hen

tablecloths cam e in touse,a g ooddeal of the special jollity of the g atherin g w as scared
aw ay by their in troduction .Itdoes n otappear thatatan y tim e there w as a scarcity of
prov ision s.B utm an y thin g s,w hich hadbecom e alm ostn ecessitiesw ith ourofficers,fell
shortfrom tim e totim e,an dw ere pain fully m issed.S om e w ere m ore fortun ate,orhad
m ore forethoug ht,than others;butw haton e M ess,or on e m an ,m issed,an other w as
able to len d him .S om etim es the supplies of beer or w in e w ere drun k outto the last
bottle,an d com m on ly each m em ber of a M ess w as putupon an allow an ce of drin k ;446

som etim es the lastcig ar w as sm ok ed,an d the g en erosity of a n eig hbor supplied the

in con v en ien tw an t.There w ere n oS ybaritesam on g them ,an dev en those w hohadbeen
w on ttofare sum ptuously ev ery day,w ere than k ful forw hatthey g ot,an dlaug hed at
the priv ation s they w ere com pelledtoen dure.Goodclothes,too,aftera w hile,becam e
scarce in Cam p.There w as little reg ard for proprieties of costum e,an d m en w hohad
delig htedtow alk dain tily in fin e lin en ,w en taboutin stran g e costum es of flan n el,half
civ il half m ilitary in theirattire,an dw ere fain topossess them selv esof the secon d-han d
g arm en ts of their departed brethren . Ev en the chief civ il officer in Cam p, H erv ey

Greathed,w as g ladtog eta pairof boots from his brotherin the En g in eers,an dtobuy
the leav in g s of youn g B arn ard's toiletw hen he quitted Cam p after his father's death.
A n d the Chaplain of the Force has told us how he w as com pelled to aban don all
thoug htof m in isterin g in appropriate clerical v estm en ts,an dtog oaboutclothedlik e a
brig an d.

A n dw hilstourofficers thus m eteach otherw ith cheerful,som etim es radian tfaces,the
En g lish soldier w as quite jubilan t."Ihav e been pleased,"w rote on e of the brav estan d

bestof the D elhi w arriors,"to observ e the cheerful ton e displayed atall tim es by our
troops.In ev ersaw B ritish soldiers in cam psojoyous.They w alk an drun about,in the
aftern oon an dev en in g ,w hen the rain an dP an dy are atrest,asthoug h they hadn othin g
serious todo.N orhas itev eroccurredtothem thatthere w as an ythin g doubtful in the
con flict." W hen off duty,the m en am used them selv es as in the m ostpeaceful tim es,
playin g crick etan d quoits,g ettin g up pon y races,an d in v ig oratin g them selv es w ith
g ym n astics.There w as som e talk of g ettin g up rack ets;butthe oldcan ton m en track et-

courtw as in so exposed a situation thatitw as thoug htby n o m ean s an im probable
con tin g en cy thatthe En em y w ould tak e partin the sport,an d w ith balls of a larg er
diam eterthan those propertothe g am e.

Thatthe excitem en tof stron g drin k w as m uch D run k en n ess cov etedby the soldiery in
the En g lish Cam pn eedscarcely be setdow n in the n arrativ e;but,on the w hole,itm ay

446
T hegreatestinconvenienceofallw asthatnoallow ancew asm adeforguests,and thislim ited hospitality.S tray

arrivalsisCam pw eresom etim essorepressed fordinner,and com pelledtofallbackonCom m issariatBeef.
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be recorded in their hon or thatfew outrag es w ere com m itted un der its in fluen ce.The
w etseason hadsetin .The low erin g sk ies,the dren chin g dow n falls of rain ,the con stan t
dam ps, an d all the w on ted accom pan im en ts of such w eather, ata tim e w hen the
activ ities of serv ice ren dered shelter im possible,n oton ly had a depressin g in fluen ce

upon m en 's spirits,w hich ren deredstim ulan ts ev erw elcom e tothem ,buthadextern al
results,in saturated clothes an dboots oozin g w ith w ater,thatjustified,if they didn ot
dem an d,a resorttosuch supposedcorrectiv es.There w ere som e w ise officersin Cam p,
w ho thoug htthatstill better precaution s m ig htbe tak en ;an d w hen fev er an d ag ue
w ere prev alen tam on g our people,bethoug htthem selv es of the v alue of quin in e,as a
prophylactic,an dw ere m in dedtoserv e outa dose of itev ery m orn in g totheirm en .A n
A rtillery officer,of w hom frequen tm en tion has been m ade in this story of the S ieg e,
w hen he foun dthathis g un n ers dem urredtoim bibin g the bitterdraug ht,as n opartof

their m ilitary duty,told them thatn oon e w horefused totak e itshould ev er hav e an
extra dram ;an dsothey sw allow edthe quin in e forthe sak e of the rum w hich follow ed
in the course of the day.A n dthe resultw as,thatscarcely a m an of this Com pan y w as
k n ock edov erby the fev erof the season .

D urin g season s of com parativ e quietude in Cam p,n ew s from the outer w orld w as
g reedily soug htan d eag erly discussed.There w as little or n ocom m un ication w ith the

coun try below ,an dsofaras the presen tsafety orfuture success of the D elhiForce w as
affected by operation s in the low er coun try, there w as little reason to con cern
them selv es about those distan tev en ts, tidin g s of w hich com m on ly reached them
crusted ov er w ith error,if n otin the shape of substan tial lies.O f the doin g s of the
Gov ern or-Gen eral an d Com m an der-in -Chief they k n ew , an d in deed cared, little or
n othin g .447 S irJohn L aw ren ce w as theirGov ern or-Gen eral— theirCom m an der-in -Chief.
They look edtothe g reatP un jab Com m ission erforthe m ean s of tak in g D elhi,an dw ith
these m ean she w asfurn ishin g them w ith an en erg y of self-den ial beyon dall praise.B ut

the g reatw ork w hich lay before ourpeople on the Ridg e,w ith all its toil an dan xieties,
its dan g ersan dsufferin g s,didn otsoen g rossm en 's m in ds as toleav e them n othoug ht,
n o sym pathy for their brethren w ho w ere g irtw ith peril elsew here.M ostof all they
soug htn ew s from Caw n pore an d L uck n ow , w here W heeler an d H en ry L aw ren ce,
threaten edby an ov erw helm in g en em y,w ere look in g an xiously forsuccorsfrom below .
False tidin g s of the relief of L uck n ow w ere con tin ually com in g in toCam p.Itw as said,
tim e after tim e, thatW heeler w as safe, som etim es w ith the addition thathe w as

m archin g upon D elhi,an d atothers thatthe S epoy reg im en ts thathad besieg ed him
w ere boun dforthatplace.A ta laterperioditw as reported(lon g before the firstrelief
of L uck n ow )thatH av elock had foug hta g reatbattle w ith M aun S in g h an d defeated
him ,haden teredthe O ude capital,an dthatforthree daysthe city hadbeen g iv en upto
plun der an d slaug hter.From Calcutta,throug h som e circuitous chan n el,there cam e a
reportthatthe Fren ch troops,form in g partof the Chin a expedition ,w ere com in g to

447
Ihave aletterbefore m e,w ritten by the M ilitary S ecretary to Governm ent,from CouncilCham ber,Calcutta,

from w hich it isplain that on the 26th ofJuly,three w eeksafterGeneralBarnard'sdeath,Governm ent w ere
ignorantofthatevent.
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helpus;an ditw as rum oredin Cam pthatsog reathadbeen the excitem en tin L on don
on the arriv al there of n ew s of the rev olt,thatthe populace hadburn tthe In dia H ouse,
an dhun g the D irectorsuptothe lam p-posts.

B uttidin g s cam e atlast,on ly toofatally true,thatthe g arrison of Caw n pore,w ith all
ourw om en an dchildren hadbeen foully m assacred,an dthatS irH en ry L aw ren ce w as
dead.Itis hard tosay w hetherthe in dig n ation excited by the on e ev en tor the sorrow
born of the other w ere the stron g eran d m ore abidin g feelin g .There w as n ota m an in
Cam pw hodidn otg riev e forthe g reatan dg oodcom m an derof the L uck n ow g arrison ;
an dthere w ere m an y w ho,lov in g him as a fatherora brother,shedsuch tears forhim
as they w ouldhav e shedforthe n earestan dthe dearestof theirk in .448 A ll feltthaton e
of the P illars of the S tate hadfallen — perhaps the stoutestan dthe g ran destof all— an d

thatsuch a m aster in Israel w as little lik ely tobe seen ag ain .In stron g con trastto the
ten derfeelin g s an dpatheticutteran ces w hich this calam ity calledforth throug houtthe
g en eral cam p, w as the v ehem en t exasperation w hich the n ew s of the Caw n pore
m assacre elicited— the bitterhatred,the in ten se thirstof rev en g e.Itw as n atural— itw as
com m en dable.Those stern soldiers "didw ell tobe an g ry."N osuch foul actas this had
ev er stain ed the an n als of B ritish con n ection w ith the East.The foul trag edy of the
"B lack H ole,"w hich fora hun dredyears hadbeen cited as the g reathorrorof horrors,

n ow paled beside the m assacre of Caw n pore; for the v ictim s of S urajah D ow lah's
cruelty had been stron g m en .A n d ev er as the atrocity w as discussed in Cam p,our
people lon g edfortidin g s of the on w ardm arch of H av elock an dN eill;an dyearn edfor
the com in g of the day w hen the order w ould be g iv en tothem tosetthe m ark of the
av en g eron the g uilty city w hich hadsolon g resistedan ddefiedthem .

Itw as n otstran g e that,afterthis,the feelin g of hatredag ain stthe coloredraces,already
stron g in the B ritish Cam p,should hav e becom e m ore v ehem en tan d outspok en .It

show editself in m an y w ays.W e w ere ev eryw here surroun dedby N ativ es.The typical
P an dy,w hose n am e w as in ev ery m an 's m outh,w as the represen tativ e on ly of on e of
m an y phases of N ativ e hum an ity,w hich w ere then ev erpresen ttous.Itw as on e of the
m ost curious characteristics of this M utin y-w ar, that althoug h the En g lish w ere
supposed to be fig htin g ag ain stthe N ativ e races,they w ere in reality sustain ed an d
supported by the N ativ es of the coun try,an d could n othav e held their ow n for a day
w ithoutthe aid of those w hom w e hated as our n ation al en em ies.N oton ly w ere the

448
O ne officertouchingly recordsin hisjournalnow before m e:"Ido indeed feelthat Ihave lost aprop in the

w orld." T he sam e w riter,aday ortw o afterw ardssays:"In these daysofbattle and death there isso m uch to
excite them ind,thatone isnotlong,by any possibility,in the sam e vein ofthought,butIfeltbeaten dow n w hen
thissad talereached m e.R eflectionbrineshom eto one thesad publiclossw hichhisdeathoccasions.Atany tim e
Indiaw ould m ourn hisfall,but now ,w hen she so m uch needshisguidance and hisw isdom ,the death ofthe
soldier-statesm an fillsallw ith grief,am t thisto the putting aside ofpersonalfeeling.He w asarare specim en of
God'shandiw ork."— MS. Journal.
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colored races fig htin g stoutly upon our side,449 butthousan ds of n on -com batan ts w ere
sharin g the dan g ers,w ithoutthe g lories,of the sieg e,an d doin g their appoin tedw ork
w ith fidelity an dalacrity,asthoug h there hadn ev erbeen an y rupture — an y div ision of
in terests— an y departure from the n orm al state of thin g s,as itexisted in quiettim es.

H ow utterly depen den tupon N ativ e A g en cy is the exotic European ,thoug h sprun g
from the w ork in g classes,an din hisow n coun try accustom edtothe perform an ce of the
m ostm en ial an dlaboriousduties,isk n ow n toall w hohav e dw eltin In dia fora w eek .If
the labor of the people had been utterly lostto us,our pow er m usthav e sudden ly
collapsed.The lastdrop in the cup of dom estic bittern ess w as the desertion of our
N ativ e household serv an ts. B uta Fam ily could do better w ithoutthis aid than a
com pan y of In fan try,a troopof H orse,ora battery of A rtillery.450 W ithoutthese N ativ e
atten dan ts of v arious k in ds,our people w ould hav e had n ofood an d n o drin k .They

couldn othav e fedtheirhorses,orserv edtheirg un s,orrem ov edtheirsick .B oth public
an d priv ate serv an ts, w ith but few exception s, rem ain ed true to their em ployers
throug houtthe sieg e,an dsom e displayedin stan ces of rare person al dev otion .451 Itlittle
m atters w hatw as the source of this fidelity. Itm ay hav e been thatthese people,
accustom ed tothe dom in ation of the En g lish,satisfied tom ov e in the old g roov e,an d
sure of their accustom ed pay from m on th to m on th, n ev er troubled them selv es to
reg ard the n ation al aspects of the strug g le,an d,w ith characteristic hatred of chan g e,

clun g ,therefore,to their old em ploym en ts.B ut,of w hatsoev er itw as the g row th,the
factw as there;an d I am afraid thatitw as n otsufficien tly appreciated by those w ho
profited so larg ely by it.Ithas been show n how the cook -boys,carryin g the cov eted
din n erstoourpiquets,w ere exposedtothe m ercilessfire of the en em y,an dhow lig htly
their dan g er w as reg arded.This w as buton e of m an y sig n s of the little g ratitude that
w as felttow ards these serv iceable auxiliaries.B utthere w as m ore than this n eg ativ e
un k in dlin ess.For m an y of our people in Cam p,in return for the g ood serv ices of the
N ativ es,g av e back on ly the w ords an d blow s of con tum ely an d in sultm ore readily

449
"Incam p,"w roteW ilberforceGreathedtoM r.Colvin(August23,1857),"thereisafeelingofconfidenceinour

N ative troops.Guides,Goorkahs,Cokey's(Coke'sR ifles) and S ikhs,are allpopular,and,Ithink,allsm art and
useful."

450
T heauthorofthe"History of the Siege of Delhi,"says:"T herew eretenN ativesforevery Europeanincam p.In

every troop ofArtillery there w ere fourtim esasm any N ativesasEuropeans;in the Cavalry tw o m en forevery
horse;w ithoutthem thew orkcouldnotgoon."

451
T ake,forexam ple,the follow ing illustrative ofthe good and gallantconduct ofsom e ofourN ative Artillery

drivers.Itisfrom aletteraddressed to the author:"W hen returningfrom thisday'sw ork,m y gunsbroughtup the
rear,and Ihad to hold the m utineersin check,picking up any ofourw ounded and placing them on m y lim bers
untilthey couldbeprovidedfor.O neofm y N ativedriversw asshotthroughthelegandthebonebrokenbelow the
knee.He w asriding one ofthe leadersin the gun-team .Irode up and told him to stop the gun untilIcould
dism ount him ;but he said,'Kuch-purwan-neh (neverm ind),S ahib.Iw ould soonerrem ain on m y horse w ith m y
gun.'And he w ould haverem ained had Inotinsisted on dism ountinghim and placinghim in adooly.T hisw asthe
sortofspirit.m any ofm y N ativesshow ed through-out."— MS. Correspondence.
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ev en than in quiettim es.452 Those tim es w ere chan g ed,butw e w ere n otchan g edw ith
them .The sturdy iron of the n ation al character w as so in flexible thatthe heatof the
furn ace throug h w hich w e w ere passin g hadn otyetin clin edittoben d.A s arrog an t,as
in toleran t,an dasfearlessasev er,w e still closedoureyestothe factthatourliv es lay in

the hollow of the han d w hich w e so despised. Ev en in the m idstof disasters an d
hum iliation s,w hich w ould hav e soften ed an d en feebled others,our pride of race still
upheldus,stern ,hard,an dim m ov able.

A n din spite of all hum an calculation s,an din defian ce of all reason ,the v ery obduracy
an d in toleran ce,w hich m ig hthav e destroyedus in this con jun cture,w ere in effectthe
safeg uardof the n ation .Thatstubborn ,un yieldin g self-relian ce,thatcausedthe n oblest
of ouren em ies tosay thatthe En g lish n ev erk n ew w hen they w ere beaten ,hadcaused

the In dian races tobeliev e thatif a sin g le w hite m an w ere leftin the coun try,he w ould
reg ain the Em pire for his race. A n d thoug h it is im possible for those w ho sit
deliberately in judg m en tupon such con ducttow ards a subjectpeople n ottocon dem n
it,the factrem ain s thatthis assertion ,this appearan ce of stren g th,w as stren g th in the
m idstof ourw eak n ess.

M ean w hile,w ithin the w alls of D elhi the n ation al character w as shapin g ev en ts w ith

equal force an d distin ctn ess. There w ere feeblen ess an d irresolution an d div ided
coun cilsin hig h places,an delsew here a g reatan tag on ism of in terests,in tern ecin e strife,
oppression ,an d m isery n otto be coun ted.W hilstthe En g lish w ere clin g in g tog ether
an d m ov in g as on e m an , the in m ates of D elhi w ere dislocated an d distracted. The
Court,the S oldiery,the in dustrial in habitan ts w ere in deadly feud the on e w ith the
other,an das the n um bers of ouren em ies in creased,theirdifficulties alsoin creased.A
state of thin g s hadin deedarisen v ery fatal tothe con tin uedsuprem acy of the Kin g ,the
circum stan cesof w hich w ill be detailedin an otherchapterof thishistory.

452
T he follow ing statem ent ism ade by the authorofthe "S iege ofDelhi:'"S o m any sanguinary fightsand

executionshad brutalized ourm en,that they now regarded the life ofaN ative asoflessvalue than that ofthe
m eanestofanim als;norhad theirofficersendeavored by preceptorexam pletocorrectthem ....M enofhum anity
w ereshocked,and thism adethem ostrecklessreflect.....T hespiritofexasperationw hichexisted againstN atives
atthistim e w illscarcely be believed inEurope.S ervants,aclassofm en w ho behaved,on the w hole,through.out
the m utiny w ith astonishing fidelity,w ere treated even by m any ofthe officersw ith outrageousharshness.T he
m en heat and ill. used them . In the batteriesthey w ould m ake the bheesties (w ater-carriers),to w hom they
show ed m ore kindnessthan to the rest,sitoutofthe w orksto give them w ater.M any ofthe unfortunatesw ere
killed. T he sick syces,grass-cutters,and dooly-bearers,m any ofw hom w ere w ounded in our service,lay for
m onthson the ground,exposed to the sun by day and thecold atnight;and itw asw ith difficulty thatone ortw o
m edicalm en could get,forthose undertheircare,afew yardsofcanvasorareed-hut underw hich they m ight
huddle together.A generalm assacre ofthe inhabitantsofDelhi,alarge num berofw hom w ere know n to w ish us
success,w asopenly proclaim ed.Bloodthirsty boysm ight be heard recom m ending that allthe N ative orderlies,
irregulars,and other'poorbeahs'in ourcam p should be shot.T hese sentim entsw ere not those ofall,norofthe
best and w isest;butfew ventured to gainsay them ."Although thisisan anonym ousw ork,the authorship isw ell
know n,and carriessom e w eightofauthority w ith it.Iam bound,how ever,to say thatsom e ofm y inform ants,to
w hom Ihave referred w ith especialreference to the alleged inhum anity ofourpeople tow ardsthe N ativesin
cam p,aredisposed todoubtw hetheritm anifested itselfduringthesiegem orestrongly thanbeforethem utiny.It
issaidtohavebeenonly theold norm alstateofthings— unaltered,unrepressed.
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CHAPTER VI.

QUESTION OF THE ABANDONMENT OF PESHAWUR - VIEWS OF
SIR JOHN LAWRENCE, COLONEL EDWARDES, AND GENERAL

NICHOLSON - F URTHER DISASTERS IN THE PUNJAB - JHELUM
AND SEALKOTE - THE MOVABLE COLUMN AFFAIR OF THE

TRIMMOO GHAUT - NICHOLSON AT DELHI - THE BATTLE OF
NUJUFGHUR.

TH E hope of the A rm y before D elhi in the n oble efforts of S irJohn L aw ren ce w as n ot
doom ed to be disappoin ted. Ithas been seen how he respon ded to ev ery call for
rein forcem en ts;how ,as tim e w en ton ,an d the pride of the M og ul w as still un brok en ,
the g reatP un jab Com m ission er w as little by little strippin g his prov in ce of its m ost

reliable troops,un til itappeared toothers thathe w as g oin g toofarin these sacrificial
efforts.A g reatcon flictof opin ion ,in deed,had arisen am on g the leadin g in tellig en ces
of the P un jab. To the chiefs of the g reat P eshaw ur Coun cil it seem ed that the
m ain ten an ce of the in teg rity of the fron tier w as a param oun tn ecessity,to w hich all
othercon sideration s shouldyield.B efore the en dof M ay Edw ardes hadw ritten tothe
Chief Com m ission er,sayin g :"Thin g s seem tobe settlin g dow n in H in dostan ,an dtobe
pretty safe throug houtthe P un jab,an dIthin k thatif you couldin an y w ay m an ag e,it
w ouldon ly be pruden ttothrow som e m ore stren g th upon thispoin t.ForP eshaw urisa

v ital poin t,as itw ere,an dif w e con querhere w e are safe ev eryw here,w hereas disaster
here w ouldroll dow n the P un jab.Itw as absolutely n ecessary todisarm the reg im en ts,
an dyetitrecoilson us,forw e w an tN ativ e troops.....W e m usthusban dourEuropean s,
an dw e doso.W e carry them abouton elephan ts an dcarts lik e children .If they w an ta
post-chaise perm an they m usthav e it.Can y ou n otthin k of an y w ay tohelpus atthis
pin ch? ....You k n ow on w hata n estof dev ils w e stan d.O n ce let.us tak e our footup,
an dw e shall be stun g todeath."453

B utthe eyes of the Chief Com m ission erw ere turn edin an otherdirection ,an dfarother
thoug hts w ere pressin g on his m in d.P eshaw urseem edtohim tobe a source of in fin ite
w eak n ess tothe w hole Em pire.S irJohn L aw ren ce hadev erheldfasttothe opin ion that
the recov ery of D elhiw as an objectof such m ag n itude,thatall else w asdw arfedbeside
it;an d in the steadfastpursuitof this objecthe w as prepared ev en to aban don the
P eshaw ur v alley, leav in g itin the han ds of D ostM ahom ed of Caubul in free an d
frien dly cession ,an d retirin g w ithin the lin e of the In dus.For P eshaw ur w as ev er a

g reatblister to our European A rm y, draw in g thither to the fron tier reg im en tupon
reg im en t,an d battery upon battery,w hose presen ce could n otbe dispen sed w ith so

453
ColonelEdw ardestoS irJohnL aw rence,M ay 27.— MS. Correspondence.
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lon g as w e heldthose dan g erous breadths of coun try beyon dthe riv er.Torelease these
reg im en ts from the n ecessity of k eepin g w atch an dw ardupon the borderw ouldhav e
been im m en se g ain to us atsuch a tim e.S o L aw ren ce proposed,in the ev en tof the
w eak n ess of ourEuropean A rm y threaten in g w ith failure the en terprise ag ain stD elhi,

toin v ite the A m eerof Caubul toP eshaw ur,toask him ,in pursuan ce of hisallian ce w ith
the B ritish Gov ern m en t,to occupy the v alley w ith his troops,an d fin ally to prom ise
that, if he should rem ain true to us, the B ritish Gov ern m en tw ould m ak e ov er the
cov etedterritory tohim in perpetuity.

Tothis effect,therefore,L aw ren ce w rote toEdw ardes,tellin g him tocon sultN icholson
an dCotton on the expedien cy of the projectedm ov em en t.The letterw asw ritten on the
9th of Jun e.H is S ecretary — Captain H ug oJam es,a m an of g reatm en tal v ig or,capable

in action as in coun cil,butw hoseem s tohav e sharedthe com m on fate of S ecretaries,of
w hom little m ore accoun tis tak en than of the pen s they w ield,an dtohav e receiv edfar
less than the creditw hich he deserv ed— w as startled by the proposal,an d recorded a
m em oran dum ag ain stit.W ith characteristicfran k n ess an d can dorJohn L aw ren ce sen t
iton toP eshaw ur,addin g a n ote toitin the follow in g w ords:"H ere is Jam es's v iew of
the m atter.A ll appears to depen d upon the if in the third lin e.If w e can hold the
P un jaub,doubtless w e shouldretain P eshaw ur.B utIdon otthin k thatw e coulddoso.

Troops from En g lan d could n otbe in Calcutta before O ctober, an d up here before
D ecem ber or Jan uary. A retreatin g arm y w hich has n otbeen beaten can com m an d
supplies ....O n e thin g appears to be m ostcertain ,w hich is,thatif disaster occurs at
D elhi,all the N ativ e Reg ulars,an dsom e of the Irreg ulars (perhaps m an y)w ill aban don
us.W e should,then ,tak e tim e by the forelock ."

B utthere w asn othin g in thistocon v in ce the Coun cil.N icholson hadjustreturn edfrom
his firstg reatraid, an d he an d Cotton con curred w ith Edw ardes heartily in their

opposition to the project: "W e (Edw ardes, N icholson , an d S ydn ey Cotton )," w rote
Edw ardes on Jun e 11,"are un an im ously of opin ion thatw ith God's help w e can an d
w ill hold P eshaw ur,letthe w orstcom e tothe w orst,an d itw ould be a fatal policy to
aban don itan dtoretire across the In dus.Itis the an chorof the P un jab,an dif you tak e
itup the w hole ship w ill drifttosea.For k eepin g the m astery of the P un jab,there are
on ly tw ooblig atory poin ts— the P eshaw urv alley an dthe M aun jha;all the restare m ere
depen den cies.M ooltan is v aluable asthe on ly practicable lin e of retreattothe sea;butif

w e holdon resolutely toP eshaw uran dthe M aun jha,w e shall n ev ern eedtoretreat.If
you aban don P eshaw ur,you g iv e up the Tran s-In dus;an d g iv in g up the Tran s-In dus,
you g iv e up the hom es of the on ly other troops besides European s from w hom you
expectaid ....The loyalty of the M ooltan ee P athan border is a source of the g reatest
com forttous n ow ,butw hata blow tothem if w e letthe A fg han s ov errun the D erajat.
A n das toa frien dly tran sferof P eshaw urtothe A fg han s,D ostM ahom edw ouldn otbe
a m ortal A fg han — he w ould be an an g el— if he did n otassum e our day tobe g on e to
In dia,an d follow after us as an en em y ....European s can n otretreat— Caubul w ould

com e ag ain !...W e believ e thatatP eshaw ur an d L ahore w e can ride outthe g ale,if it
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blow big g un s,till the cold w eather com es,an d the En g lish people sen d us a w hite
arm y,in w hom (touse the slan g of the day)'im plicitcon fiden ce'can be placed." A n d
ag ain on the follow in g day: "The m ore I thin k ov er your proposal to aban don
P eshaw ur,the m ore fatal itseem s,an dIam con v in cedthatw hatev erdoubtm ay han g

ov erourattem pttoholdit,the attem pttog iv e itupw ouldbe certain ruin ."Eig htdays
afterw ards he w rote ag ain ,pushed our con quests," w rote Gen eral Cotton ,"up to the
v ery m outhsof the A fg han istan passes,an datthisv ery m om en t,by God'sblessin g ,our
stron g estposition in In dia is atthe m outh of the Khyber.B y our g ood rule w e hav e
en g ag ed the affection s (Im ay say)toa con siderable exten tof the border tribes,an din
the hour of n eed they (w ho, n otm an y years sin ce, w ere our m ostbitter en em ies),
relyin g on our g reatn am e an d pow er, hav e com e forw ard to help us ag ain stthe
disaffection of the v ery troops w ith w hom w e hadcon queredthe S ik hs,P un jabees,an d

others. A retrog rade m ov em en tfrom P eshaw ur, believ e m e, w ould turn all these
parties, n ow our frien ds, ag ain st us. The P un jab Irreg ular Force, P athan s, S ik hs,
P un jabees,an d such lik e,n o lon g er respectin g our pow er,w ill,in all lik elihood,turn
ag ain stus,an dtheirm ostv aluable serv ices be losttous forev er.M y dearS irJohn ,our
rem ov al from P eshaw ur can n otfail to be disastrous,an d can n otbe effected w ithout
im m ediate con fusion throug houtthe w hole of this partof the coun try,an dthroug hout
the len g th an d breadth of B ritish In dia.H en ce the m easure w ill seriously in jure the

in terests of ourforces in all quarters,w hilstthe addition al stren g th tobe g ain edw ould
be sm all,an d,in deed,w e could afford n o tim ely aid.In han din g ov er the P eshaw ur
districttothe D ost(a m easure w hich w e m ay preten dtobe a m ere m atterof expedien cy
an dn otof n ecessity),the A fg han sw ill aton ce see ourw eak n ess,an dw ill duly profitby
the sam e ag ain stthe com m on en em y.Tothisfron tier,an dtothe presen tstren g th of our
position on it,as w ell as toCalcutta atthe opposite en dof ourterritory,w e m ustlook
for the recov ery of our pow er throug houtthe in term ediate k in g dom s of the B en g al
P residen cy. O ur g reat n am e is upheld on our fron tier, w hilst Calcutta an d this

seaboard, in the plen itude of pow er, w ith European rein forcem en ts con tin ually
arriv in g , w ill afford ev en tually an d m ore surely the n ecessary succor. A tthis v ery
m om en tsix or eig htreg im en ts of European s m ustbe betw een Calcutta an d D elhi,en
route tothe seatof w ar,an dtreble thatam oun tw ill be ev en tually throw n in from hom e
an delsew here,an dby such m ean s m ustoursuprem acy be recov ered.W hen couldour
troopsreach the seatof w ar,an din w hatn um bersan dcon dition ?These question sm ust
be duly con sidered, an d by them the loss an d g ain of our rem ov al fron then ce be

balan ced an d determ in ed on .Iearn estly im plore of you,m y dear S ir John ,tohold to
our position on this fron tier. The required succor m ustin deed be throw n in from
Calcutta,n otfrom this.W hen the rein forcem en ts from abov e an d below ,atpresen tin
prog ress tow ards D elhi,hav e reached their destin ation ,I feel con fiden tthatthatcity
w ill ag ain fall in to our han ds,an d I am v ery m uch m istak en if disaffection does n ot
then cease in all quarters,an dourpow erbein g thus established,m utin y w ill g radually
disappearthroug houtthe lan d."
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O n the sam e m orn in g ,Colon el Edw ardes w rote,w ith lik e decision :"Gen eral Cotton
Jam es,an d m yself are all of opin ion thatyou should n otg o on throw in g aw ay your
m ean s in detail by m eetin g Gen eral Reed's dem an ds for rein forcem en ts.D elhi is n ot
In dia,an d if Gen eral Reed can n ottak e itw ith eig htthousan d m en ,he w ill n ottak e it

w ith n in e thousan dorten thousan d.H ow ev erim portan ta poin t,itis on ly a poin t,an d
en oug h has been don e for it.You w ill serv e the Em pire better by holdin g the P un jab
than by sacrificin g the P un jab an drecov erin g D elhi.You w ill sacrifice the P un jab,if you
either w ithdraw Gen eral Cotton 's force from P eshaw ur, or fritter aw ay N icholson 's
M ov able Colum n , already too w eak . M ak e a stan d I A n chor, H ardy, an chor! Tell
Gen eral Reedhe can hav e n om ore m en from here,an dm usteitherg etin toD elhiw ith
the m en he has,org etrein forcem en tsfrom below ,oraban don the sieg e an dfall back on
the S utlej,leav in g D elhi an d its depen den cies to be reorg an ized in the cold w eather.

There are tw opolicies open toyou— totreatthe P un jab as secon dary tothe N orth-W est
P rov in ces an d g oon g iv in g an d g iv in g troops toGen eral Reed till you break dow n in
the P un jab,ortom ain tain the P un jab asyourfirstduty an dthe m ostim portan tpoin tof
the tw o,an dtorefuse tog iv e Gen eral Reedan y m ore troopsthan you can spare.W e are
decidedly an ddistin ctly of the latteropin ion ....W e con sider that if you leav e the
P eshaw ur fron tier,w e shall n othold tog ether for a m on th,butbe dem oralized an d
despised,an d reduced to the con dition of a flock of sheep ....If you hold the P un jab,

you w ill facilitate the recon questof In dia from the sea-board.W e hav e on ly g ottohold
on three m on ths.D on ottry toom uch.W e are outn um bered.S tick tow hatyou can do.
L etus holdthe P un jab,coute qui coute,an dn otg iv e up on e European n ecessary tothat

duty.W hatev er tak es place in Cen tral In dia,w e shall stan d in a firm an d hon orable
attitude if w e m ain tain the capitals on the sea an dthe fron tiers here.B etw een the tw oit
is all a fam ily quarrel— an in surrection in our ow n house.If w e letforeig n ers in from
the fron tier, the Em pire is in v aded. W e m ay preten d to m ak e frien dly presen ts of
prov in ces,butw e can n otdisg uise thatw e hav e lostthem by w eak n ess.In dia has n ot

yetrecov ered from our expulsion from A fg han istan .The w orld ig n ores our v olun tary
cession of itafterP ollock 'sexpedition ,an dk n ow sw ell thatw e couldn otholdit.D on ot
repeatthe policy,an dg iv e upthe Tran s-In dus.N ow ords of m in e can express m y sen se
of the disg race an druin thatitw ill brin g upon us.Itisaban don in g the cause of En g lan d
in the East. D on 'tyield an in ch of fron tier; g ather up your resources, an d restrict
yourself tothe defen ce of the P un jab.Itis a practicable an d a defin ite policy,an d w e
w ill supportyou to the last....If Gen eral Reed,w ith all the m en you hav e sen thim ,

can n otg etin toD elhi,letD elhig o.D ecide on itaton ce ....D on 'tletyourself be suck edto
death as Gen eral Reed is doin g .H e has his difficulties,an d w e hav e ours.You hav e
m ade v astefforts for him ,an d n o on e can blam e you for n ow securin g your ow n
prom ise ....The Em pire'srecon questhan g son the P un jab."

W hilstCotton an d Edw ardes w ere thus throw in g all the earn estn ess of their n atures
in to their letters to the Chief Com m ission er,protestin g ag ain stthe aban don m en tof
P eshaw ur,N icholson ,w how as proceedin g totak e com m an d of the M ov able Colum n ,

v isited L aw ren ce atRaw ul-P in dee,an d orally reiterated the arg um en ts on w hich the
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three frien ds based their opposition tothe retrog rade m ov em en t.L aw ren ce,how ev er,
still clun g tohis opin ion ."A dm ittin g ,"he said,"w hich Ido,thatthere is m uch force in
the arg um en ts adducedin fav orof the m ain ten an ce of ourholdon P eshaw ur,w hatare
w e todow hen all the B ritish troops w hich w e can scrape tog ether,exclusiv ely of those

atP eshaw ur,hav e been dispatched toD elhi an d still m ore be required?""Rather than
aban don P eshaw ur," an sw ered N icholson ,"letus g iv e up M urree an d Raw ul-P in dee.
Giv e up ev ery place butP eshaw ur,L ahore,an d M ooltan ." To this L aw ren ce replied
"thatsuch a m easure w ouldisolate those three places,lock upa fin e force in P eshaw ur,
an d expose us to destruction in detail." B utn othin g thatL aw ren ce could urg e shook
N icholson 's deeply-g roun ded con v iction s.They parted.The soldier passed on to his
appoin ted w ork .The statesm an rem ain ed to pon der the eag erly en forced opin ion s of
hischief adv isersin the P un jab,w hilstaw aitin g the decision of the Gov ern or-Gen eral to

w atch the prog ress of ev en ts,an d to do all in his pow er to av ertthe n ecessity,the
apprehen sion of w hich had so m uch alarm ed an d perplexed him .H e had w ritten to
L ordCan n in g on the 10th of Jun e,en closin g the letterw hich on the day before he had
sen t to Edw ardes; but com m un ication w ith Calcutta w as at that tim e slow an d
un certain in the extrem e,an d the brief teleg raphicm essag e w hich he hadask edfor in
reply had n otarriv ed in the third w eek of July.The m om en tous question w as still
un solv ed.N either had com e the order," H old on to P eshaw ur to the last," n or the

perm ission ,"You m ay actasm ay appearexpedien treg ardin g P eshaw ur"— in on e orthe
otherof w hich form s he hadrequestedthata teleg raphicm essag e m ig htbe sen ttohim .
Ev en ts, as they w ere then dev elopin g them selv es, seem ed rather to stren g then the
probability of the dreadedaltern ativ e bein g presen tedtous.H e k n ew little of w hatw as
passin g below D elhi,butthere an d in the P un jab itself w ere aw k w ard sym ptom s of
accum ulated dan g er.The n um bers of the en em y w ere in creasin g ,an d w ith n um bers
there w as in creased con fiden ce w ithin the g reatim perial stron g hold.A n d reg im en t
after reg im en tw as fallin g aw ay from its alleg ian ce in the territories w hich John

L aw ren ce g ov ern ed;sothatw e appeared tobe driftin g closely an d m ore closely upon
the terrible altern ativ e w hich he had so g reatly dreaded. S till, therefore, he felt
con v in ced thatthe adv ice w hich he had g iv en w as w ise an d salutary;an d ag ain he
w rote toL ord Can n in g on the 24th of July,sayin g :"A ll these rein forcem en ts oug htto
en able our arm y to m ain tain itself in its presen tposition ,an d allow the m utin eers to
expen dtheirpow erag ain stouren tren chm en ts.B utshouldfurtheraidbe requiredfrom
this quarter,ouron ly resource w ouldbe toaban don P eshaw uran dKohat,an dtosen d

the troops thus reliev edon toD elhi.Itseem s tom e v ain toattem pttoholdL ahore,an d
in san ity to try to retain P eshaw ur,& c.,if w e are driv en from D elhi.The P un jab w ill
prov e shortw ork to the m utin eers,w hen the D elhi A rm y is destroyed ....M y policy
w ouldthen be tobrin g the troops from across the In dus an dsen dthem toD elhi;in the
m ean tim e tosen dall ourw om en an dchildren dow n the riv ers toKurrachee,an dthen ,
accum ulatin g ev ery fig htin g m an w e hav e, to join the A rm y before D elhi or hold
L ahore,as m ig htappearexpedien t.Colon el Edw ardes,Gen eral Cotton ,an dN icholson
are for m ain tain in g our hold on P eshaw ur to the last.They arg ue thatw e could n ot

retire in safety,an d thatthe in stan tw e attem pted tom ak e a retrog rade m ov em en tall
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w ould be up ag ain stus.This I do n otbeliev e;butg ran tin g thatin surrection w ould
im m ediately en sue,Im ain tain thatthe force atP eshaw urw ouldm ak e g oodits retreat.
Itcon tain s m ore soldiers, m ore g un s, m ore pow er, than thatw ith w hich P ollock
recov ered Caubul after forcin g the passag e of the Khyber.B etw een P eshaw ur an d the

In dusare n odefiles,butan open coun try;the on ly difficulty isthe passag e of the In dus,
w hich;w ith A ttock in our han ds,oug htn otto be a w ork of dan g er.Itis for your
L ordship todecide w hatcourse w e are topursue.In the ev en tof m isfortun e atD elhi,
are w e toleav e thatA rm y to its fate an d en deav or tohold its ow n ,or shall w e,by a
tim ely retirem en tfrom beyon dthe In dus,con solidate ourresources in the P un jab,an d
m ain tain the strug g le un der the w alls of D elhi.Ipray thatyour L ordship w ill decide
on e w ay or the other.If w e are lefttodecide the m atter ourselv es,tim e w ill be lostin
v ain discussion s;an dby the tim e w e decide on the propercourse tofollow ,itw ill prov e

toolate toacteffectually."

W hilst this appeal w as slow ly m ak in g its w ay to its destin ation , an an sw er to
L aw ren ce's letterof the 10th of Jun e w as circuitously trav ellin g uptothe P un jab.Itw as
dated July 15, an d itsaid: "The outbreak atIn dore on the 1stw ill n o doubthav e
in terruptedthe daw k as w ell as the teleg raph toB om bay.Itherefore sen da steam erto
M adrasw ith thisletteran dthe dispatchesw hich accom pan y it;an dIshall requestL ord

H arris to teleg raph to L ord Elphin ston e m y an sw er to your question reg ardin g
P eshaw ur.Itw ill be,'H oldon toP eshaw urtothe last.'Ishouldlook w ith g reatalarm to
the effectin S outhern In dia of an aban don m en tof P eshaw ur atthe presen ttim e,or at
an y tim e un til ourcon dition becom es m ore desperate orm ore secure."Thus,officially,
w as the m om en tous question settled by the "hig hestauthority;" practically,in deed,it
hadsettleditself before L ordCan n in g 's letterw asreceiv ed.The con tin g en cy,w hich had
been con tem plated,n ev erarriv ed;itw asn otleftforthe n ation todiscern the ev il effects
of eitherthe retreatfrom D elhiorthe aban don m en tP eshaw ur.The question n ev erw en t

beyon d the dom ain of discussion ,an d itis of little use n ow to speculate as to w hich
m ov em en tw ouldhav e been atten dedw ith the m ore disastrousresults.B utthere w ould
hav e been a g rav e om ission from the pag es of this history if there hadbeen n om en tion
of this discussion .For n othin g is m ore sig n ifican tof the m ag n itude of the dan g ers
w hich threaten edourIn dian Em pire in the S um m eran dA utum n of 1857,than the fact
thatata tim e w hen the En g lish held fastto the m axim ,w hich Cliv e had en un ciated
n early a cen tury before,that"tostan dstill is dan g er,torecede is ruin ,"the stron g spirit

of S ir John L aw ren ce coun seled the aban don m en tof the fron tier-station of P eshaw ur
an dthe adjacen tterritory tothe A fg han s,w ho,n otlon g before,hadbeen ouren em iesin
the field.Itm ustbe adm itted that,atthe tim e,the w eig htof authority bore heav ily
ag ain st the proposal; an d n o m an w as m ore w illin g than L aw ren ce him self to
ack n ow ledg e thata m easure w hich m etw ith stren uous opposition from such m en as
those w hosettheir faces ag ain stit,w as certain ly a doubtful m easure.454 B uttim e an d

454
It ought alw aysto be rem em bered that the strongest opponentsofthe m easure w ere the chiefP eshaw ur

officers,w hose tendency it naturally w asto take alocalview ofthe question.L aw rence,yearsafterw ards,w ith
characteristic frankness,w rote that "certainly,in having Herbert Edw ardes,John N icholson,and S ydney Cotton
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m aturity of reflection of P eshaw urw ouldbe an im m en se ev il;butthose w ere tim es in
w hich there w as often on ly a choice of ev ils,an ditseem edtoL aw ren ce that,in a larg e
im perial sen se,the retirem en tof the B ritish A rm y from D elhiw ouldbe the g reaterev il
of the tw o. H e stood pledg ed to the policy of reg ain in g that g reat cen tre of

M ahom edan ism ,an dcrushin g the rebellion ram pan tthere in the n am e of the Kin g ;for
he had him self earn estly an d en erg etically, an d w ith an ov erpow erin g force of
arg um en t, urg ed upon Gen eral A n son , at the com m en cem en t of the crisis, the
param oun tn ecessity of an im m ediate adv an ce upon D elhi,ata tim e w hen the chiefs of
the A rm y S taff w ere represen tin g the thin g tobe im possible.H e w as boun d,therefore,
in hon our to do all thatlay in his pow er to brin g itto a successful issue.The policy
w hich he hadsostoutly adv ocatedin M ay seem edstill in Jun e an dJuly tobe the policy
w hich the n ation al safety im perativ ely dem an ded; n ay, ev ery succeedin g day had

ren dereditm ore apparen ttohim thatour in ability to"dispose of"D elhi w as creatin g
ev eryw here an im pression of our w eak n ess,w hich w as en courag in g our en em ies an d
en erv atin g our frien ds.A ll eyes w ere turn ed tow ards thatg reatcity,an d as w eek s
passed,an d still itseem ed thatthe En g lish,w hohad g on e tobesieg e had becom e the
besieg ed,there w as a g row in g m istrustas tothe w isdom of holdin g fasttothe En g lish
allian ce,w hich w ould soon hav e ren dered us a frien dless an d feeble few ,tobe easily
m astered an d destroyed. W ith this k n ow ledg e pressin g hourly upon him , S ir John

L aw ren ce,the m ore he thoug ht,w as the m ore con v in ced that,in the lastextrem ity,if
the paucity of B ritish troops before D elhi should ren der its capture im possible an d
n ecessitate the w ithdraw al of our A rm y, he w ould release the force posted in the
P eshaw urv alley,an dm ak e ov erthe territory tothe A m eerof Caubul.

B utitw asn ev erin ten dedthatthisshouldbe a precipitate m ov em en t,orthatw e should
prem aturely an ticipate an extrem ity w hich m ig htn ev er arise.Itw as his desig n ,in the

againstm e,itisclearthatthere w asagreatdealto be said on the otherside."Indeed,theirargum ents,asto the
dangerofabandoningP eshaw ur,w ere altogetherunansw erable.Butso also w ere the argum entsastothedanger
ofw ithdraw ing the DelhiField Force.And thisdangerS irJohn L aw rence w asm ore capable ofestim ating aright
than the little confederacy ofm ilitary and politicalofficerson the frontier.O n the otherhand itisto be observed
that N eville Cham berlain,w ho knew w ellhow nearly the siege ofDelhihad been raised,confessed afterthe
captureoftheplace,thatheconcurredintheview s,w hichL aw rencehad declared som em onthsbefore.Itw ashis
beliefthat to retreat from Delhiw ould have been absolute ruin."W e should have lost allournavy gunsand
m ateriel;ourN ative troopsand ourcam p-follow ersw ould have deserted us;and ourBritish forte w ould have
beenw orndow nand destroyed.T heDelhiForcecould nothavem adegood itsretreatontheP unjab,and,insuch
circum stances,theP unjabeeForcecould nothavem aintained itselfatL ahore.Itw asdoubtfulw hether,w ithallits
availablem eansitcould have retreated on M ooltan."Itm ustbe rem em bered,too,thatL ord Canning,w ho tooka
very unfavorable view ofS irJohn L aw rence'sproposal,and attributed thispolicy to the tailing health ofthe Chief
Com m issioner,had no accurate know ledge ofthe state ofaffairsatDelhi— betw een w hich place and Calcuttaall
com m unicationw ascutoff,andthecaptureofw hichstillseem edtobesproxim ateeventofnosortofdifficulty to
the besieging Force.It should be added that the L um sdens,w ho w ere at Candaharat the tim e,looking at the
questionfrom thestand-pointofAfghanpolitics,sentanurgentm issiveincipher,urginghim toholdontothelast.
"IfP eshaw urand Kohat," they said,"are given up at thism om ent,w e shallhave allAfghanistan dow n upon our
backs,besidesthrow ing open the gate ofAfghanistan,the Khyher,forever....Don't give an inch ofground;but
trust in P rovidence,fight it out,and recallussharp to help you."— M S . [T he extractspreceding are from
unpublishedletters.]
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firstin stan ce,tom ov e all our w om en an d children tothe L ahore side of the In dus,so
thatourtroopsm ig htretain theirg ripof the coun try un en cum beredtothe lastm om en t,
an dthen m ov e lig htly an drapidly across the riv er.The cession ,itw as felt,w ouldbe a
source of un boun ded delig htto D ostM ahom ed,an d itw as believ ed thatthoug h it

m ig htn otsecure the perm an en tfidelity an dfrien dship of the A fg han s,itw ould,fora
tim e atleast,holdthem in the bon dsof a flatteredan dself-satisfiedduran ce,an dafford
usthe security of the forbearan ce w hich w e desired.

Ithasbeen saidthatthere w ere in creasin g sig n sof The g en eral un restin the P un jab.The
m ostporten tousof M utin y,these w ere the m utin iesatJhelum an dS ealk ote.The Jhelum
can ton m en tlies on the ban k of the riv er w hich bears thatn am e.Thatthe Fourteen th
S epoy Reg im en tposted there w as on the brin k of m utin y w as w ell k n ow n .S ir John

L aw ren ce,therefore,dispatcheda force thithertodisarm them — a sm all com pactforce
con sistin g of som e com pan iesof the Tw en ty-fourth Q ueen 's,som e H orse A rtillery g un s,
un der L ieuten an tH en ry Cook es,an d a party of L in d's M ooltan ee H orse,the w hole
un der the com m an d of Colon el E llice,of the Tw en ty-fourth.The Chief Com m ission er
had prepared a plan of operation s for tak in g the S epoys by surprise;butthe Colon el,
thin k in g thathe k n ew better than an y civ ilian how to m an ag e an affair of this k in d,
departed froze L aw ren ce's v iew s, an d sk etched outa plan of his ow n . There w as,

therefore,n o surprise.W hen the European s w ere seen filin g dow n the risin g g roun d
opposite the can ton m en t,the S epoys k n ew w hatw as com in g .455 H appen in g tobe out
on m orn in g parade,they saw the En g lish colum n adv an cin g .Reg ardless of the orders
an d en treaties of their officers,they beg an aton ce to load their m usk ets.The officers
saw thatthey had n o lon g er an y pow er ov er their m en ,an d soug htsafety w ith the
European troops.Then the S epoys took up theirm ain position in the quarter-g uard.It
w as a stron g brick buildin g ,w ith a battlem en ted roof,erectedfor purposes of defen ce
by S ir Charles N apier,an d afforded g ood cov er to the in surg en ts,w ho threw outa

party in adv an ce tog uardthe approaches toit,w hilstothers took shelterin theirL in es,
the m ud-huts of w hich had been loop-holed in expectation of the crisis.O ur people
w ere full of courag e an d en thusiasm ,an d they flun g them selv es headlon g upon the
en em y.L in d's M ooltan ees charg edg allan tly,butw ere m etby a g allitg fire,w hich they
couldn otresist.Cook es'g un s open ed,butw ithin toon eara ran g e,an dthe m usk etry of
the en em y did better execution than our ow n A rtillery atso shorta distan ce. The
S epoys fired from behin d the cov er of their m ud-w alls, an d our g rape w as

com parativ ely harm less. B utn ow the B ritish In fan try cam e up w ith their in trepid
com m an derattheirhead,an dadv an cedfull upon the quarter-g uard.The attack w as a
g allan tan dsuccessful on e;the quarter-g uardw as carried,an dthe S epoys then v acated
theirhuts an dfell back upon the em pty lin es of the Thirty-n in th,from w hich they w ere
driv en by the burstin g of a w ell-directedshell toa v illag e on the leftof the can ton m en t.

455
M r.Cooper("Crisis in the Punjab")saysColonelGerrard,fullofconfidenceinhism en,had"inform edthem of

theobjectoftheEuropeanarrival."
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B y this tim e the n oon -day sun w as beatin g fiercely dow n upon our exhausted people.
Colon el E llice had been carried from the field dan g erously w oun ded.Captain S prin g
had been shotdead,456 an d w e had lostm an y m en an d m an y horses in the en coun ter.
O ur troops had been m archin g from the hour of m idn ig ht, an d had been activ ely

en g ag ed sin ce sun rise.N ature dem an ded rest;an d itw as soun d discretion atsuch a
tim e topause in ouroffen siv e operation s.Itw ouldhav e been w ell,perhaps,if the pause
had been lon g er an d the ren ew ed operation s m ore carefully m atured.A tfour in the
aftern oon ,w hen the heatw as still g reat,an attack on the v illag e w as ordered.Colon el
Gerrard,of the Fourteen th,took com m an d of the Force thatw en toutto destroy the
m utin ous reg im en t,in w hose fidelity he had on ce trusted.The resultw as disastrous.
A g ain the S epoys had g ood cov er,an d w e foun d ourselv es en tan g led in streets,in
w hich w e sufferedm uch,butcoulddolittle.The g un sw ere broug htupw ithin tooshort

a ran g e,an dthe m usk etry of the en em y toldw ith deadly effectupon the g un n ers.The
European s,partly from fatig ue,an d partly,perhaps,from the stim ulan ts w hich they
had tak en to rein v ig orate them selv es an d the effectof the slan trays of the aftern oon
sun ,are saidtohav e "stag g ered"uptothe v illag e an dtohav e been easily repulsed.The
retreatw as soun ded,an dourtroops w ere w ithdraw n .Tw og un s w ere carriedback ,but
a third,in spite of the g allan tefforts of L ieuten an tB attye,w ith a party of M oun ted
P olice,fell in tothe han dsof the en em y,an dw asturn edag ain stourretreatin g people.

N othin g m ore couldbe don e on thatev en in g .A tdaw n on the m orrow the con flictw as
to be ren ew ed.B oth forces had biv ouack ed on the plain .B utw hen day brok e itw as
foun d thatthe m utin eers hadev acuated their position an dfled.M an y hadbeen k illed
in the tw oen g ag em en ts;som e w ere drow n edin the Jhelum ;othersfell in tothe han dsof
our P olice, or w ere subsequen tly g iv en up by the Cashm ere authorities, in w hose
coun try they hadsoug htrefug e,an dthussurren dered,they w ere blow n aw ay from our
g un s.V ery few of them ultim ately escaped;butthe m an n er in w hich the affair w as

m an ag ed g reatly in cen sed the Chief Com m ission er.For,in plain w ords,w ith H orse,
Foot,an dA rtillery,w e w ere beaten by partof a reg im en tof S epoys.If w e hadquietly
surroun dedthe v illag e an dattack editin the cool of the ev en in g ,itisprobable thatn ota
m an w ouldev erhav e escapedfrom Jhelum .

W hen tidin g s of the sharp resistan ce of the Fourteen th reached S ealk ote,a still m ore
disastrous state of thin g s arose atthatplace.The station w as com m an dedby B rig adier

Frederick B rin d,an A rtillery officer of hig h repute— a m an of lofty stature an d larg e
proportion s,w hohaddon e g oodserv ice in his tim e,an dw how as still am ply en dow ed
w ith physical an d m en tal v ig or.B utseldom w as m an leftby hard circum stan ces in a
position w hich affordedsolittle scope forthe display of hispow er.The can ton m en thad
been strippedof European troops forthe form ation of the M ov able Colum n ,an dthere
w ere n early a thousan d N ativ e soldiers— H orse an d Foot— all arm ed an d ready for

456
He had leftP oorkhee,aspreviously stated,w ith Baird S m ith,on the 29th ofJune and had only justjoined his

regim entw henhiscareerw asthusclosedonthebattle-field.
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action .457 In such circum stan ces a com m an din g officer has n o choice to m ak e— n o
discretion toexercise.H e m ustappear totrusthis m en w hether he does or n ot;for to
betray suspicion is surely to precipitate an outbreak . S o to all outw ard appearan ce
B rin d had full con fiden ce in his m en , an d as tim e w en ton the quietude of their

dem ean or seem ed tojustify m ore than the preten ce.B utw hen ,on the 8th of July,the
L in es of S ealk ote w ere all astirw ith the tidin g s thatthe Fourteen th atJhelum hadbeen
in action w ith the w hite troops,w hohadattem ptedtodisarm them ,itw as feltby our
people thatthe beg in n in g of the en d had com e. A n d there w as an other source of
excitem en ton thatev en in g ,fora m essen g erhadcom e from D elhi,brin g in g a sum m on s
from the Kin g com m an din g them tojoin the Royal A rm y.The n ig htw as,therefore,on e
of preparation .O n the m orn in g of the 9th ev erythin g w asready.

S ealk ote w as a larg e, an d had been an im portan tm ilitary station . In quiettim es
European troops had been station ed there in larg e n um bers,w ith the usual results.
There w ere g ood barrack s an d com m odious houses an d pleasan tg arden s,an d m ore
than the w on ted n um ber of En g lish g en tlew om en an d youn g children .There w ere a
church an d a chapel, an d other in dication s of the prog ress of w estern civ ilization .
W hen ,therefore,the storm burst,there w as m uch thatlay atthe m ercy of the en em y,
an don ourside n opossible m ean sof defen ce.B efore the soun dof the m orn in g -g un had

been heard throug houtthe can ton m en t,an d our people,accordin g totheir w on t,had
m oun tedtheirhorses oren teredtheircarriag es,toproceedtotheirw on tedduties,orto
tak e the airbefore the sun w as hig h abov e the horizon ,the S epoys hadplan tedpiquet's
all roun dthe place,toprev en tthe escape of the Ferin g hees.A n dpresen tly the din an d
uproarof rebellion an n oun cedtoourpeople,justw ak in g from theirslum bers,thatthe
S epoys had risen .O ur officers w ere soon m oun ted an d on their w ay to the parade-
g roun d.The truth w asthen on ly tooapparen tThe troopersof the N in th w ere already in
theirsaddles,an dthe Forty-sixth w ere un derarm s.O urpeople w ere sudden ly broug ht

face toface w ith m utin y in its w orstform .A ll circum stan ces an dcon dition s w ere in the
lastdeg ree un fav orable tothe En g lish.S ealk ote w as on e of the g reatstation s atw hich
there had been a g atherin g of detachm en ts from differen treg im en ts for the n ew rifle
practice,an d,therefore,g reatopportun ities of con spiracy.Itlay in proxim ity to the
Jum m oo territory of the M aharajah of Cashm ere,w ho the S epoys believ ed,an d our
authorities feared,w ould,in the hourof dan g er,forsak e his allian ce;an ditw as utterly
w ithout an y defen ce of European troops. S o w hen the hour cam e to strik e, the

con fiden ce an daudacity of the en em y hadev erythin g tofosteran den courag e them .

A s ev er,the Cav alry w ere forem ostin the w ork of m utin y— forem ostin theirg reedfor
blood.M oun ted on g ood charg ers,they could ride w ith rapidity from place to place,
an d follow the w hite m en on horseback orin their carriag es,an d shootthem dow n as
they rode.For w eek s the outbursthad been expected,an d ev ery E n g lish in habitan tof

457
"BrigadierBrind protested againsttheEuropeantroopsbeingentirely rem oved,and desired thattw ohundred

and fifty should rem ain.In reply,he w asrequested to disarm .But,to the last,he shared in the belief(alm ost
grievous)inthehonoroftheS epoy."— Cooper's Crisis is the Punjab.
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S ealk ote had thoug htpain fully ov er the com in g crisis, an d had calculated the best
m ean s of escape.The on ly place of safety forw hich they couldm ak e w as the oldFort,
on ce the stron g hold of the S ik h Chief, Tej S in g h, an d to this, w hen they saw that
n othin g could be don e to arrestthe tide of rebellion ,w hich w as already atthe flood,

they en deav ored to m ak e g ood their retreat.S om e happily reached the Fort.O thers
perished on the w ay.A ball from the pistol of a m oun ted trooper en tered the broad
back of the B rig adier,an d he w as carried tothe Forton ly todie.The S uperin ten din g
S urg eon , Graham , w as shotdead in his bug g y, as his daug hter satby his side.458

A n other m edical officer of the sam e n am e w as "k illed in his carriag e am on g his
children ."A S cotch m ission ary,n am edH un ter,on hisw ay tothe Fortin a carriag e,w ith
his w ife an d child,w as attack ed by som e chuprassies of the g aol-g uard,an d all three
w ere ruthlessly m urdered. The B rig ade-M ajor, Captain B ishop, w as k illed, in the

presen ce of hisfam ily,un derthe v ery w allsof the Fort.S om e hidthem selv esdurin g the
day,an d escaped discov ery an d death alm ostby a m iracle.S om e w ere preserv ed by
theirow n m en ,an dcon cealedtill n ig htfall in the L in es.The officers of the Forty-sixth,
w hohad rem ain ed w ith their m en un til the road betw een the P arade-g roun d an d the
Fortw as closedby the en em y,rode off tow ards Gog ran w allah,an dreachedthatplace,
scorched an d w eary— butn othun g ry an d athirst,for the v illag ers fed them on the
w ay— aftera m id-day journ ey of som e forty m iles.The person al in ciden ts of that9th of

July atS ealk ote w ould fill an in terestin g an d excitin g chapter.B utthere is n othin g
stran g er in the story than the factthattw o of our field officers — on e,Colon el of a
reg im en t— w ere in v itedtotak e com m an dof the m utin eers,an dtoleadthem toD elhi,
w ith a prom ise of hig h pay,an d a sig n ifican tpledg e,n otperhaps w ithouta touch of
iron y in it,thatthey m ig htalw aysspen dthe hotw eatheron the H ills.

W hilstour people w ere seek in g safety w ithin the w alls of the old Fort,an d securin g
their position by stren g then in g its defen ses,the S epoy m utin eers w ere rev elin g in the

w ork of spoliation w ith the con g en ial com pan ion ship of the crim in al classes.The old
story,sooften already told,an dstill tobe toldag ain an dag ain ,w as repeatedhere:the
m utin eersm ade forthe Gaol,releasedthe prison ers,plun deredthe Treasury,destroyed
the Cutcherry w ith all its records,blew up the m ag azin es,an dg uttedthe houses of the

Christian in habitan ts. If there w ere an y special circum stan ce about the S ealk ote
in surrection , itw as thatthe household serv an ts of our En g lish officers, g en erally
faithful,or atleastn eutral,on these occasion s,took an activ e partag ain sttheir old

458
Hisdaughterescaped.S he w asdragged to the Cavalry Guard,w here she " found Coloneland M rs.L orne

Cam pbellsurroundedby afew faithfultroopers,w hoconducted them insafety totheFort."— T hereisasignificant
com m entary on thisincident in one ofHerbert Edw ardes'slettersto John L aw rence: "T hese individualstories
convey betternotionsthanpublicdispatches.Inordinary tim esIndiaw ould haveshuddered overDr.Graham shot
dead in hisdaughter'sarm s.N ow ,allw e say is,'W hat aw onderfulescape M issGraham hashad!'" Habituated,
aftertw o m onthsofm utiny and m assacre,to horrorsofthiskind,the recitalofthem had ceased to create the
intense sensationsw hich they had once caused.And so,in thisHistory,it w illhe observed,asit proceeds,that
w hilst the earliertragedies,then noveland strange to the European m ind,are dw elt upon in detail,som e ofthe
lateronesare dism issed w ith the brevity ofatelegraphicm essage.In thisthe narrative only reflectsthe varying
tem .pastureofthetim es.
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m asters.Thatthey k n ew w hatw as com in g seem s to be prov ed by the factthatthe
B rig adier's sirdar-bearer,orchief body serv an t,an "oldan dfav orite"dom estic,took the
caps off his m aster's pistols in the n ig ht,as they lay beside him w hile he slept.459 A n d
how thoroug hly they castin their lotw ith the soldiery is dem on strated w ith equal
distin ctn ess by the factthatthey afterw ards foug htag ain stus,the B rig adier's khan-
saman,orbutler,tak in g an activ e partin operation s w hich w ill be presen tly described.

There seem s to hav e been perfectcohesion betw een all classes of our en em ies— the
m utin eers,the crim in als from the g aols,the "Goojurs" from the n eig hborin g v illag es,
an dthe serv an ts from the houses an dbun g alow s of the En g lish.From sun rise tosun set
the w ork w en ton brav ely.Ev erythin g thatcould be carried off by our en em ies w as
seized an d appropriated;ev en the old station -g un ,w hich m orn in g an d ev en in g had
proclaim ed the hours of uprisin g an d dow n -settin g .A n d n early ev erythin g belon g in g

tous,thatcould n otbe carried off,w as destroyed an ddefaced,except— a stran g e an d
un accoun table exception — the Church an dChapel,w hich the Christian s hadrearedfor
the w orshippin g of the Christian 'sGod.

B efore n ig htfall,all this rabble hadm ade off forthe Rav ee riv er,on theirw ay toD elhi,
rejoicin g in an dexcitedby,theirday's w ork .Itw as a delig htful relief tothe in m ates of
the decayedoldFort,w hon ow thoug htthatif the dan g erw ere n otw holly past,atleast

the w orstof itw as ov er.Ithas been said thatthey "sleptm ore soun dly an d fearlessly
than they hadsleptforw eek s before.The m in e hadexplodedan dthey hadescaped."460

Itis often so;the ag on y of suspen se is g reaterthan thatof the dreadedreality.B utthere
w as on e there tow hom n osuch relief w as tobe g iv en .The B rig adierlay dyin g .A true
soldiertothe last,he had,w hilstthe death-pan g s w ere upon him ,issuedhis orders for
the defen ce of the Fort,an dforw hatlittle else couldbe don e in thatextrem ity.B utthe
ball from the trooper's pistol haddon e its w ork ,an dthoug h B rin dlin g eredthroug h the
n ig ht,he died before the sun had risen ;an d all feltthata brav e m an an d a capable

officerw aslosttothe coun try,w hich he hadsow ell serv ed.

The trium ph of the S ealk ote M utin eers w as butbrief.Retribution follow ed closely on
theirv ictory.O n the 22n dof Jun e,Colon el John N icholson ,w ith the ran k of B rig adier-

459
T hism ightbe supposed to have arisen m erely from the instinctofself-preservation ifithad notbeen forthe

after-conduct ofthese dom estics.It iscertain that,in m any partsofthe country,the N ative servantsw ere in a
state ofdeadly fearlest,theirenraged m asters,seeking objectsfortheirrevenge,should turn upon them and kill
them .T here isan anecdote illustrative ofthis,alm ost too good to be an invention.It issaid that agentlem an in
Calcutta,observing one day astrange table-servant w aiting at dinner,asked him w ho he w asand how he cam e
there.Hisansw erw as,"Hum budlee hain, sahib"("Iam asubstitute");and he explained thathe had com e to take
the place tem porarily of am em ber ofthe establishm ent w ho w assick— acom m on practice in Anglo-Indian
dom esticlife.A few daysafterw ardsthe old servantreturned to hisw ork,looking very sleekand w ell;and w hen
hism aster questioned him asto the cause of hisabsence,he naively replied that he had received secret
inform ation that,on agiven day just passed,the sahib-logue intended to shoot alltheirN ative servants,in the
m iddleofdinner,and that,therefore,hehadthoughtitprudenttosenda"badlee"tobeshotinhisplace.

460
Cave-Brow ne's"Punjab and Delhi."
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Gen eral,hadtak en com m an dof the M ov able Colum n .Thatsoyoun g an officershould
be appoin tedtosuch a com m an d,in defian ce of w hatw ere calledthe "claim s"of m an y
officers in the D iv ision of lon g er stan din g an d hig her ran k ,w as an in n ov ation by n o
m ean s g rateful to the D epartm en ts or to the S en iority-m on g ers in the serv ice,butit

startled m an y w ith a pleasurable surprise, an d to som e itw as a source of in fin ite
rejoicin g .E lderly m en w ith elderly w iv es,w hohadn ev erheardof such a thin g before,
affectedtothin k thatthere w as n og reatw isdom in the appoin tm en t,an dshow edtheir
con tem ptby talk in g of M ister N icholson .O f this the youn g Gen eral could afford to
speak ten derly."Ifear,"he w rote toEdw ardes on the 17th of Jun e,"thatm y n om in ation
w ill g iv e g reatoffen ce tothe sen ior Q ueen 's officers,butIshall doall in m y pow er to
g eton w ell w ith them .Ifeel sosorry forthe disappoin tm en tthey m ustexperien ce,that
Ithin k Ishall be able toputup w ith a g reatdeal of coldn ess w ithouttak in g offen ce."

B utam on g the youn g er officers of the A rm y,especially am on g those in the M ov able
Colum n ,the selection w as m ostpopular.The exig en cies of the Gen eral S taff hav in g
tak en Cham berlain toD elhi,there w as n ota m an in the A rm y w hose selection w ould
hav e been m ore w elcom e tothose w hom ean tw ork ,an d w ere resolute todoit.W hen
Edw ardes w rote to John L aw ren ce,sayin g ,"You hav e been v ery v ig orous in pushin g
dow n rein forcem en ts, an d those appoin tm en ts of Cham berlain an d N icholson are
w orth arm ies in this crisis ....A m id the ruin s of the Reg ular A rm y these tw oIrreg ular

P illars stan d boldly up ag ain stthe sk y,an d Ihope the Tom n oddies w ill adm ire their
architecture,"he expressedthe sen tim en ts of all the bolderspirits in the A rm y,eag erto
be led,n otby ag e an d ran k ,butby lusty m an hood in its prim e,an d w ho could see
betterhope fora g lorious deliv eran ce ev en in the rashn ess an daudacity of youth than
in the irresolution an din activ ity of sen ile com m an d.Itw as truly a g reatday forIn dia,
w hen itw as decreed thatCham berlain should g odow n toD elhi an d N icholson place
him self atthe headof the M ov able Colum n in the P un jab.The force of w hich B rig adier-
Gen eral N icholson took com m an d con sisted of H er M ajesty's Fifty-secon d L ig ht

In fan try;a troopof European H orse A rtillery,un derM ajorD aw es,an excellen tofficer,
w hohaddon e g oodserv ice in the A fg han w ar;a H orse B attery,alsoEuropean ,un der
M ajor Georg e B ourchier;the Thirty-third461 an d Thirty-fifth S epoy Reg im en ts;an d a
w in g of the N in th Cav alry.H e join ed the force atJullun dhur,an d m ov ed then ce to
P hillour,as thoug h he hadbeen m archin g dow n upon D elhi.Then som e people shook
their heads an d w on dered w hathe w as doin g in thus carryin g dow n w ith him m an y
hun dreds of S epoys,w ith rebellion in theirhearts,on ly tosw ell the hostof the en em y.

W hathe w as really doin g w as soon apparen t.H e w as in ten ton disarm in g the N ativ e
reg im en ts.B utas this w as tobe bestaccom plishedby secrecy an dsudden n ess,he did
n otblazon his desig n aboutthe Cam p.B utin g ood tim e,the n ecessary in struction s
w ere g iv en .O n the m orn in g of the 25th of Jun e,the Colum n w as un derthe w alls of the
fortof P hillour.

461
T heT hirty-third,w hichhadbeenstationed atHooshyapoor,joined thecolum nnearP hillour.
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The g un s w ere draw n up on the roadan dun lim bered,the Fifty-secon dtak in g poston
both flan k s.The S epoy Reg im en ts m arched on ,little dream in g of w hatw as to com e.
N icholson had g iv en orders to the P olice that,on the firstsoun d of firin g ,the bridg e
across the riv ershouldbe cutaw ay,soas toprev en tall chan ce of escape if the S epoys

should break an d fly w ith their arm s in their han ds.L ean in g ov er on e of B ourchier's
g un s,he saidtothatofficer,"If they bolt,you follow as hardas you can ;the bridg e w ill
hav e been destroyed,an dw e shall hav e a secon dS obraon on a sm all scale."462 B utthe
S epoys didn otbolt.In the presen ce of those g un s.they feltthatitw ouldbe m adn ess to
resistthe order;sothey sullen ly piledtheirarm satthe w ordof com m an d.

H av in g disarm edthe tw oIn fan try reg im en ts,N icholson determ in edtoretrace his steps
from P hillour,an d topitch his cam p atUm ritsur.O n the 5th he w as atthatplace,the

cen tral position of w hich recom m en deditself tohim ,as iten abledhim toaffordspeedy
aid,if required,either to L ahore or the Jullun dhur D oab,w hile atthe sam e tim e it
ov eraw edthe M aun jha,an dren deredhopelessan y attem pttom utin y on the partof the
Fifty-n in th Reg im en tstation ed in the can ton m en t.463 O n the m orn in g of the 7th,the
stirrin g n ew s of the m utin y of the Fourteen th atJhelum reached his Cam p,an d he
hoped hour after hour tobe com forted by the tidin g s thatColon el E llice haddefeated
an d destroyed them .B utthe day passed,an d the n ig htalso w as spen t,an d still the

w ished-forin tellig en ce didn otcom e,butin its place w ere om in ous tidin g s of disaster;
soon the m orn in g of the 9th,N icholson ,w ith reluctan ce w hich he fran k ly expressed,464

proceededtodisarm the Fifty-n in th.There w as a pun ishm en tD isarm in g of parade that
m orn in g .A rebel or a deserter w as to be executed,an d all the troops,European an d
N ativ e,w ere orderedouttow itn essthe cerem on y.The g roun dselectedlay betw een the
city an d the fort,abouta m ile from the can ton m en t,an d there the reg im en ts an d the
g un s w ere draw n up on parade,an d the g hastly cerem on y w as duly perform ed.This
don e,the S epoysof the Fifty-n in th,w hoon ly the day before hadbeen com plim en tedon

their loyalty,w ere ordered tolay dow n theirarm s.Thoug h surprised an d bew ildered
by the com m an d, they obeyed w ithouta m urm ur; an d thoug h m an y m en of the
Reg im en tw ere n otpresen ton parade,an d,therefore,a quan tity of arm s w ere still left
in possession of the S epoys,they testifiedthe sin cerity of theirobedien ce by afterw ards
v olun tarily surren derin g them .

Thus w ere the teeth of an otherN ativ e reg im en tquietly draw n ,an dthe dan g erg larin g

atus from the ran k s of our ow n S epoys w as g reatly dim in ished.Elsew here the sam e
process,as N icholson n ow learn t,w as g oin g on w ith m ore or less success.A tRaw ul-

462
Bourchier'sEightM onths'Cam paign.

463
Brigadier-GeneralN icholsontotheAdjutant-GeneraloftheArm y,July 19,1857.

464
"Ifeelbound to place on record m y beliefthat both in conduct and feeling thisregim ent w asquitsan

exceptionalone.Ithad neithercom m itted itselfin any w ay,nordo Ibelieve thatup to the day itw asdisarm ed it
had any intention ofcom m itting itself;and Ivery deeply regret that even asaprecautionary m easure it should
havebecom etry duty todisarm it."— Ibid.
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P in dee w ere the Fifty-eig hth Reg im en tan d tw o com pan ies of the Fourteen th— the
reg im en tw hich had foug htsodesperately atJhelum .A letter from S ir John L aw ren ce
an n oun ced thatthe busin ess of disarm in g had been don e,butin n o v ery satisfactory
m an n er."W e hav e disarm ed,"the Chief Com m ission er w rote toN icholson on the 7th,

"the sev en com pan ies of the Fifty-eig hth an dthe tw ocom pan ies of the Fourteen th.W e
hadthree g un s an dtw ohun dredan dforty European s,an dw ere v ery n early hav in g a
fig ht.The m ain body brok e an dboltedtotheirlin es,an dw e didn otfire on them .A fter
aboutan hour's w ork ,how ev er,durin g w hich a g ood m an y loaded,w e g otall but
aboutthirty to lay dow n their arm s.The latter bolted,an d abouthalf w ere k illed or
tak en by the P olice S ow ars.M iller w as badly w oun ded a little abov e the rig htw rist;
both bon es w ere brok en .H e hada n arrow escape.A S epoy g av e him a dig in the chest
w ith his bayon et,butsom ehow or other the w oun d w as slig ht." A tthe sam e tim e

Edw ardes w as reportin g the en tire success of his arran g em en tforthe disarm in g of the
S epoysof the Tw en ty-fourth atFortM ack eson .465 B y the help of B roug ham 's
m oun tain g un s an d som e detachm en ts of the P un jab Irreg ular Force this w as
accom plished w ithouta hin dran ce or a hitch;an d the disarm ed S epoys w ere m arched
in toP eshaw ur,escorted by B roug ham 's g un s,w hilstthe Fortw as g arrison ed by som e
M ooltan ee lev ies,horse an dfoot.N othin g couldhav e been m ore adroitly m an ag edthan
the w hole affair.

B uttidin g s m ore excitin g than these w ere to reach the ears of the Com m an der of the
M ov able Colum n .The teleg raph w ires broug htn ew s from L ahore thatthe S epoys at
S ealk ote hadrisen ,an dthatrapin e an dm urderw ere abroadin the place;an otherhalf-
hour,an dthe story w as con firm edby a m usician of the Forty-sixth,w hohadridden in
w ith a few blurredlin es from A ssistan t-Com m ission erM 'M ahon ,beg g in g him tobrin g
the Force totheir aid.466 N icholson could n ow n olon g er hesitate aboutdisarm in g the
w in g of the N in th Cav alry attachedtohis colum n .H e hadhithertoabstain edlestsuch

an actshould precipitate the risin g atS ealk ote,an dn ow the w in g atthatplace w as in
the fulln ess of rebellion .Their arm s an d horses,therefore,w ere n ow tobe tak en from
them .The troopers feltthatresistan ce couldon ly brin g destruction upon them ,sothey
quietly g av e up all thatm ade them soldiers;an d then N icholson prepared him self to

465
"Asday daw ned,thetw opartiesfrom northand southclosed inupontheFort,and threw achainofhorsem en

round it,w hilst M ajor Brougham drew up hisgunsso asto com m and the gatew ay. M ajor S hakespear,
com m anding the T w enty-fourth R egim ent,and L ieutenant Hovenden,ofthe Engineers,then rode into the Fort,
and ordered the S epoysto parade outside.T hey w ere m uch surprised and confused,butm ade no resistance,and
w hen ordered by M ajorS hakespear,piled theirarm sand gave up theirbeltsand pouchesin an orderly m anner."
Edwardes to Cotton, July 8, 1857.MS. Correspondence.

466
T he note,the originalofw hich isbefore m e,issignificantin itsbrevity:"T he troopshere are in openm utiny.

Jailbroke.Brigadierw ounded.Bishopkilled.M any haveescaped totheFort.BringtheM ovableColum natonce,if
possible.6:30 A.M .,9thJuly."T henam eofthebearerofthischit,oughtnottobeom itted.M r.Cave-Brow nesays,
"A youngband-boy,nam ed M 'Douglas,ofthe Forty-sixth,had galloped offfrom theregim entalparade-ground on
alittle tat(pony),and by dintofborrow ingand seizingfresh onesinthe villagesashe passed through,he finished
hisrideofsom eeighty m ilesintoU m ritsur,and hastened totheGeneral'squartersjustasthem ail-cartbroughtin
them essagefrom L ahore."



A History of the Sepoy War in India. 1857-1858 - Volume II , Copyright © www.sanipanhwar.com 349

m arch.A s the day w ore on ,fresh tidin g s of the m ov em en ts of the S ealk ote m utin eers
reached him .Itw as obv ious thatthey w ere m archin g dow n on Goordaspore,in ten t
probably on stirrin g up the S econ d Irreg ular Cav alry station ed there,an d,join ed by
them ,on plun derin g the station .Then ce N icholson believ edthatthey w ouldm ak e their

w ay,by the route of N oorpore an dH ooshyapore— atw hich places they m ig htrein force
them selv es w ith H orse an dFoot467— toJullun dhur,an dthen ce m arch,a stron g body of
m utin eers,dow n toD elhi.Tofrustrate this expectedm ov em en tw as n ow the desire of
the Com m an der of the M ov able Colum n .H e w as forty m iles from Goordaspore,an d
the S epoys hadtw odays'startof him .B utN icholson w as born toov ercom e difficulties
w hich w ould hav e beaten dow n other m en . H e determ in ed on a forced m arch to
Goordaspore,an dw en tresolutely tow ork toaccom plish it.The July sun blazeddow n
upon his cam p w ith a ferocity m ore appallin g than the m alice of the en em y.B utev en

thatw as to be disreg arded. W hatsoev er the coun try could yield in the shape of
carriag es,horses,an dpon ies w as aton ce en listedin tothe serv ice of the Colum n .468 A ll
possible adv an tag e w astak en of the cooln ess of the n ig ht;butw hen m orn in g cam e they
w ere still som e fifteen orsixteen m iles from Goordaspore,w ith the prospectof a sultry
m arch before them .469 W ith all his care an dlabor,N icholson hadn ot,ev en w ith the aid
of the troop-horses of the N in th,been able tom oun tthe w hole of his force,an d som e
w eary foot-sore w ork w as therefore a n ecessity of the con jun cture. S o, m an y w ere

struck dow n by the heat;yet,n otw ithstan din g these discourag in g circum stan ces,they
pushed forw ard in excellen tspirits, an d ev en w ith a stron g en joyable sen se of the
hum orous side of the serv ice they w ere perform in g .470 Itw as n otun til the ev en in g of

467
T heFourthN ativeInfantry w asatN oorpore.T heS ixteenthIrregularCavalry atHooshyapore.

468
Greatpraiseisdue to thecivilauthoritiesfortheiractivity in thisconjuncture.M r.M ontgom ery,in hisofficial

report,says:"T o the com m ercialm en ofU m ritsurand L ahore the m etallicroad offersspecialadvantages,forit
enableshundredsofnativegigsorekestofly unceasingly betw eenthetw ocities.O ntheday Ialludetothedistrict
officersofbothplacesw ereordered toseizeevery eka,bylee,and pony thatw astobeseen,andtodispatchthem ,
underpolice guards,to GeneralN icholson'scam p at U m ritsur,on urgent publicservice.T hese vehicles,on their
arrivalthere,w ereprom ptly loaded w ithBritishsoldiers,and theforcestarted atduskforGoordaspore,w hichisat
adistance offorty-fourm ilesfrom U m ritsur,reaching it atthree P .M .ofJuly 11.It w asjoined at Battalaby M r.
R oberts,Com m issioner,andCaptainP erkins,Assistant-Com m issioneratU m ritsur."

469
ColonelBourchier("Eight Months' Campaign")saysthatthey m adetw enty-sixm ilesinthenight,and hadthen

eighteen m ilesbefore them .ButGeneralN icholson,in hisofficialreport,saysthatthe entire distance w as"over
forty-onem iles,"som ethreem ileslessthanBourchier'scom putation.

470
ColonelBourchier,in hisnarrative,givesthe follow ing am using account ofthe hum orsofthe m arch "Yet,

underthese circum stances,trying asthey w ere,the spiritoffun w asnotextinct.T he Artillery m ade extem porary
aw ningsofbranchesoftreesovertheirgun-carriagesand w agons,givingthem theappearanceofcarts'gotup'for
aday atHam pstead;officers,crow ned w ithw reathsofgreenleaves,w ere'chaffed'by theircom radesforadopting
headdressesa la Norma.Here m ight be seen asoldieron aram pant pony,desiring hiscom panion,on asim ilar
beast,to keep behind and be hisedge de camp e there ahero,m indfulperhapsofEpping on EasierM onday,
bellow ing outhisinquiriesasto w ho had seen the fox (stag ?)P rivates,neverintended forthe m ounted branch,
hereand therecam etogrief,and lay spraw lingonm other-earth,w hileeverand anonsom em ighty Jehu inhiseka
dashed tothefrontatapaceaR om ancharioteerw ouldhaveenvied."
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the 11th thatthe w hole of the force w as assem bled atGoordaspore.There in tellig en ce
w as receiv ed thatthe m utin eers from S ealk ote w ere then atN oork ote,som e fifteen
m ilesfrom the rig hthan dof the Rav ee.There w ere tw ocoursesthen open toN icholson .
H e m ig htdispute the passag e of the riv er,orhe m ig htdraw them on tow ards him ,by

rem ain in g in activ e an dk eepin g the en em y ig n oran tof his position .H e determ in ed on
the latter course,an d m uch tothe perplexity of som e an d the dissatisfaction of others,
rem ain edquiescen tatGoordaspore till n in e o'clock on the follow in g m orn in g .Then he
learn tthatthe en em y w ere crossin g the riv er by a ford aboutn in e m iles distan t,ata
place k n ow n asthe Trim m ooGhaut;sohe preparedaton ce toflin g him self upon them .

A tn oon he w as in sig htof his prey,abouta m ile from the riv er.The m utin eers had
crossed ov er w ith their bag g ag e, an d the g rey jack ets of the v idettes of the N in th

Cav alry w ere firstseen flittin g aboutin ourfron t,an dthen the In fan try w ere observ ed
draw n upin lin e,theirrig htrestin g on a seraian da dism an tledm udfort,an dtheirleft
on a sm all v illag e an dclusterof trees,w ith parties of Cav alry on each flan k .N icholson
n ow m ade hisdisposition sforthe attack .Eag ertog ethisg un sw ithin shortran g e of the
en em y,he m ask edhis adv an cin g batteries w ith bodies of m oun ted P olice,an d m ov ed
on to w ithin six hun dred yards of the m utin eers,w hen the Cav alry,excited to the
utm ostby the artificial stim ulan tof ban g ,rushed furiously to the en coun ter, som e

shoutin g ,som e g n ashin g theirteeth.O n this N icholson un m ask edon e of his batteries,
an d the m ask ers w en trapidly to the rear.471 Itw as a m om en tof doubtan d an xiety,
especially w ith the A rtillery com m an ders,w hose N ativ e driv ers m ig hthav e deserted
them ata critical m om en t,for they had been acquain ted atS ealk ote w ith the v ery
S epoys ag ain stw hom they had n ow been broug ht.O n e half of the old B rig ade w as,
in deed,fig htin g ag ain stthe other.B utthe suspectedm en w ere astrue totheirsaltin the
P un jab as they w ere atD elhi.472 The g un s w ere broug htin toaction w ithouta hitch,an d
the en em y,thoug h they foug htsteadily an dw ell,an d sen tin a v olley from the w hole

lin e w ith the precision of a parade,stag g ered ben eath the fire of our batteries,upon
w hich som e of the m en of the Forty-sixth flun g them selv es w ith heroic courag e.The
g rape an d shrapn el from our n in e g un s scattered death am on g the forem ostof the
m utin eers;an d presen tly the En field rifles of the Fifty-secon d beg an to g iv e deadly
proof thatthe sm ooth-bored m usk ets of the S epoys w ere as playthin g s con ten din g
ag ain stthem .S till there w ere som e am on g stthem tobe con v in cedon ly by the thrustof
the bayon et.In truth,the en em y w ere terribly out-m atched.W ith all their g allan try in

doin g an dtheirfortitude in en durin g ,w hatcould"B row n B ess"an dthe oldstation -g un
do ag ain stour batteries an d our rifles? The battle w as soon ov er.The m utin eers fell

471
N icholsonhim selfspeaksvery gently andforbearingly ofthisrearw ardm ovem entoftheP oliceR essalahs:"T he

P olice," he says,"being no longerusefulasm askers,and seem ing undesirousofengaging,w ere ordered to the
rear."ColonelBourehiersaysthatthey ranaw ay."Aw ay scam peredthem ountedleviesbacktoGoordaspore."

472
ColonelBourchiersays:"Itooktheprecautiontow arnm y Europeangunnerstow atchthem .Inthereply ofm y

Farrier-S ervant spoke the w hole com pany:'Ifthey only attem pt to run,sir,w e'llcut offtheirheads.'But in this
ease,asinevery other,m y N ativedriversnobly didtheirduty."
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back upon the riv er,an dN icholson ,w hose w an tof Cav alry w as sev erely felt,didall he
couldin pursuit;butcouldn otin flictm uch dam ag e upon them .Itissaid,how ev er,that
they had already left"betw een three an d four hun dred k illed an d w oun ded on the
field."A n dall theirbag g ag e fell in toourhan ds— arm s,am m un ition ,clothin g ,an dother

plun deredproperty,publican dpriv ate,the spoil of the S ealk ote can ton m en t.

There w as n othin g m ore to be don e thatday. The m id-day heathad com pletely
exhaustedourEuropean fig htin g m en ,so,w hilsta party of P un jab In fan try w as leftto
g uard the ford an d protectthe bag g ag e, the Fifty-secon d an d the A rtillery w ere
m arched back to Goordaspore.B utthe day's fig htin g had resulted in a "con clusion
w here n othin g is con cluded," so con clusion s w ere to be tried ag ain .The S epoy force
w as shattered,butn otdestroyed.Their fig htin g pow er w as n otyetg on e.P erhaps the

en erg y thatsustain ed them w as the en erg y of desperation ; for to fall back w as as
perilous tothem as tostan dstill.There w as n osecurity forthem in an y direction .They
hadn otm ore than half the n um berthatfirstm archeddow n tothe Rav ee;butthey w ere
brav e an d resolute m en ,an d,ev en w ith such fearful odds ag ain stthem ,they did n ot
shrin k from an other con flict.The riv er had risen ,an d thatw hich had been a ford had
n ow becom e an islan d.The oldstation -g un w hich they hadbroug htfrom S ealk ote w as
theirsole piece of artillery,an dthey hadn og un n ersw ith theirforce;butthe B rig adier's
old"khansaman"hadliv edfortoom an y years atA rtillery station s n ottohav e a shrew d

con ception of the m an n er of w ork in g a g un .A n d thus plan ted on the islan d in the
m iddle of the Rav ee,they thoug htthat,fora tim e atleast,they m ig htdefy us.The riv er
had ceased to be fordable,an d the civ il authorities,as a precaution ary m easure,had
sun k all the boats in the im m ediate n eig hborhood.S o,w hen N icholson ag ain adv an ced
from Goordaspore,he coulddolittle m ore in the firstin stan ce than tak e up a position
outof reach of the en em y's on e g un an dsen dtoa distan ce forsom e boats.A tdaybreak
on the m orn in g of the 16th,the desired m ean s of tran sporthad been obtain ed,an d he

w aspreparedtoattack the en em y on theirin sularstron g hold.The In fan try crossedov er
on e extrem ity of the islan d,a m ile an da quarterfrom the en em y's position ,w hilstthe
A rtillery took postsoastocov erthe adv an ce of the colum n an dtoplay upon the hostile
g un .473 The S epoysw ere tak en by surprise.N otun til a larg e partof the Fifty-secon dhad
form edupon the islan ddidthe m utin eers k n ow thatw e hadev en obtain eda boat.The
A ssem bly w as then soun ded;the black troops m ustered in haste an d m ov ed roun d
theirg un tosw eepouradv an cin g colum n .B utthe piece hadbeen elev atedforserv ice at

a lon g erran g e,an din the hurry of the m om en tthe am ateurartillerym en hadfailedto
depress the screw ,w hich w as old an d rusty,an d n oteasily tobe w ork ed;sothe shot
w en tharm lessly ov er the heads of our people. O n w en tthe B ritish In fan try, w ith
N icholson attheir head;an d thoug h som e,stern an d steadfasttothe last,stood tobe
shotdow n orbayon etedattheirg un ,the routsoon becam e g en eral.M an y w ere k illed
on the islan d;m an y w ere drow n edin the riv er;an da few w hoescapedw ere g iv en up

473
ColonelBourchiersaysthat "to silence it at such adistance (tw elve hundred yards),w hilst it w asnearly

concealedby grassand anearthenbreastw ork,w asalm ostim possible."
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by the people of the surroun din g v illag es. These w ere afterw ards tried by S pecial
Com m ission s,an dpaidthe pen alty of theircrim eson the g ibbet.

The M ov able Colum n then m arched back to Um ritsur; an d N icholson hasten ed to

L ahore,w hither S ir John L aw ren ce had already proceeded from Raw ul-P in dee.The
Gen eral w as there on the 21stof July;on the 22n d,the Chief Com m ission er w rote,
throug h his secretary,tothe Com m an derof the D elhiForce,that"the follow in g troops
w ere on their w ay to D elhi,or w ould im m ediately m arch:" "The Kum aon B attalion ,
aboutfourhun dredstron g ,w hich has passedL oodhian ah,an doug httobe atD elhion
the 4th or5th of A ug ust;H erM ajesty's Fifty-secon dfrom the M ov able Colum n ,n ow at
Um ritsur,six hun dred bayon ets;M ooltan ee H orse,tw ohun dred;an d a n in e-poun der
battery.A ll these troops should be atD elhi by the 15th,an d in an em erg en cy m ig ht

m ak e double m arches.Gen eral N icholson w ill com m an d the force." A n d then itw as
added:"The Chief Com m ission er further proposes to dispatch the troops m arg in ally
n otedasquick ly aspossible,an dall can be atD elhiby the en dof A ug ust,som e of them
a g ood deal earlier.The S econ d P un jab In fan try an d W in g of H er M ajesty's S ixty-first
oug httobe there by the 15th proxim o.The form eris n ow on its w ay from M ooltan to
Ferozepore, w hen ce itw ill m arch on the arriv al of the detachm en tof the B om bay
Fusiliers,w hich leftthis place lastn ig ht.The w in g of the B elooch B attalion has n otv et

leftM ooltan ; butorders for its m arch hav e been dispatched. The Fourth P un jab
Reg im en tis atP eshaw ur,an dw ill m arch in tw oorthree days.Itcan hardly be atD elhi
before the en d of A ug ust.The Tw o Com pan ies of H er M ajesty's Eig hth are holdin g
Jullun dhur an d P hillour,an d can n otbe spared un til reliev ed by a detachm en tof H er
M ajesty's Tw en ty-fourth,n ow on its w ay from Raw ul-P in dee.Rothn ey's S ik hs are at
L oodhian ah,an d w ill join B rig adier-Gen eral N icholson en route L ieuten an tColon el
D aw es's troop w ill be sen tor n ot,as you m ay desire.Itis believ ed thatlig htg un s are
n otrequired atD elhi. A ll these troops are of excellen tquality, fully equal, if n ot

superior,toan y thatthe In surg en tscan brin g ag ain stthem ,an dcom prise a force of four
thousan d tw o hun dred m en ." Thus w as L aw ren ce,w ho did all thin g s on the g ran d
Titan icscale,still sen din g dow n his rein forcem en ts by thousan ds toD elhi— thousan ds
of European s an d trustw orthy S ik hs,w ith a youn g Gen eral,w hose person al presen ce
alon e w asw orth a B rig ade of H orse,Foot,an dA rtillery.

S econ dP un jab In fan try 700

H .M .'s S ixty-first(a w in g ) 400

W in g of B elooch B attalion 400

Fourth P un jab In fan try 600

Tw oCom pan iesofH .M .'sEig hth 200

D etachm en tofFourth S ik hs 100

D aw es'sTroopofH .A 100

TOTAL 2500



A History of the Sepoy War in India. 1857-1858 - Volume II , Copyright © www.sanipanhwar.com 353

O n the 24th of July, N icholson return ed to Cam p. H is arriv al had been an xiously
aw aited,for doubtan d un certain ty w ere in all m en 's m in ds.S peculation D elhi.had
been rife, an d all sorts of rum ors of the future m ov em en ts of the force had been
circulated am on g them .Few had v en tured to hope thatthe order w ould be g iv en to

them tom arch dow n toD elhi;forthe g en eral feelin g w as thatthe P un jab hadalready
been sostripped of European troops thatitcould n otafford todiv estitself of an other
reg im en toran otherbattery.B utN icholson hadreturn edtothe colum n w ith the joyous
tidin g s thatthey w ere to settheir faces tow ards the scen e of the g reatstrug g le."O ur
on ly fear," w rote an officer of the Force,"w as thatD elhi w ould fall before w e could
possibly arriv e there." B utall feltthatif an yon e could tak e them dow n in tim e to
participate in the crow n in g operation s of the sieg e,N icholson w as the m an todoit.H e
w asn oton e tolose an hour.O n the follow in g day the colum n crossedthe B eeas,m ov ed

dow n by forced m arches to the S utlej,an d then ce pushin g on w ith all speed to the
Jum n a.A tB ara,on the 3rdof A ug ust,N icholson receiv eda letterfrom Gen eral W ilson ,
sayin g ,"The en em y hav e reestablishedthe bridg e ov erthe N ujufg urh Can al (w hich w e
had destroyed) an d hav e established them selv es in force there,w ith the in ten tion of
m ov in g on A lipore an dourcom m un ication s tothe rear.I,therefore,earn estly beg you
topush forw ardw ith the utm ostexpedition in yourpow er,both todriv e these fellow s
from m y rear,an d to aid m e in holdin g m y position ." O n the 6th,N icholson w as at

Um ballah,w hen ce he w rote,"I am juststartin g postfor D elhi by Gen eral W ilson 's
desire.The colum n shouldbe atKurn aul the day afterto-m orrow ,an dIshall,perhaps,
rejoin itatP an eeput."

O n the follow in g day he stood upon the D elhi Ridg e look in g dow n atthe g reatcity,
tak in g in all the w on derful sug g estiv en ess of the scen e w ith thatquiet,thoug htful,self-
con tain edsolem n ity of m ien ,w hich distin g uishedhim from all his con tem poraries.H e
hadm uch then tothin k of in this little breathin g -space— m uch of the past,m uch of the

future.The tim e w hich hadelapsedsin ce his firstappoin tm en ttothe com m an dof the
M ov able Colum n hadn otbeen w ithoutcertain person al an n oyan ces,w hich ev en in the
m idstof the stirrin g w ork aroun d him he had n otbeen w holly able tobrush aside.It
w as scarcely possible that,in the position in w hich he w as placed,a m an of N icholson 's
peculiar character should,on n o occasion ,g iv e offen ce tohig her authority.Itw as his
n ature tosteerstraig hton toin depen den taction ;to"scorn the con sequen ce an dtodo
the thin g ." A n d so ithappen ed thatthose abov e him thoug htthathe w as tak in g too

m uch upon him self, an d thathe w as g riev ously deficien tin those referen ces an d
explan ation s w hich O fficialism ,in ordin ary tim es,n otim properly dem an ds.Ev en S ir
John L aw ren ce,m ostem phatically a m an of action ,w assom ew hatdisturbedby the fact
that N icholson had disarm ed the Thirty-third an d Thirty-fifth reg im en ts w ithout
prev iously con sultin g the Chief-Com -m ission er,orv ery prom ptly explain in g tohim the
"reason w hy."B utafterw ards,w ith the un failin g fran k n ess w hich reliev edall thatw as
outw ardly stern an d harsh in his n ature, he adm itted thathe "could n otexpect
N icholson , after k n ock in g aboutin the sun all day, to w rite lon g yarn s." "O n such

occasion s," he added,"a lin e or tw o sem i-officially w ill satisfy m e,un til I g etyour
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form al report;all Iw an ttok n ow is,w hatis don e an d the reason ."B utn osoon er had
this little differen ce w ith the Com m ission er been sm oothed dow n ,than an other an d
m ore serious on e arose betw een the Com m an der of the M ov able Colum n an d the
Gen eral com m an din g the D iv ision .N icholson hadtak en upon him self tom ov e troops,

un der the com m an d of the latter,w ithoutcon sultin g him ,an d had been so sev erely
rebuk ed,thathe declared thatn othin g butthe thoug htof the public in con v en ien ce,
w hich m ig htresultfrom such a step,restrain edhim from throw in g uphisappoin tm en t.
These w oun ds w ere still fresh,w hen he reached D elhi an d ask ed him self w hether it
w ere lik ely that,in the w ork w hich lay before him ,he w ould be able w holly toav oid
collision sw ith hisfellow -w ork m en .H e feltthatm uch hadbeen don e of w hich he could
n otapprov e, an d thatm uch had been leftun don e w hich he w ould hav e earn estly
coun seled; an d he k n ew thatall this m ig htcom e ov er ag ain , an d thathis resolute

freedom of speech an d in depen den ce of action m ig htbrin g forth m uch thatw ould be
pain ful tohim self an dem barrassin g toothers.B uthe hadw ritten a few days before to
S irJohn L aw ren ce,sayin g :"Im ig hthav e preserv edsilen ce,butw hen in a g reatcrisisan
officerholdsa stron g opin ion on an y m atters of con sequen ce,Ithin k he failsin hisduty
if he does n otspeak itout,atw hatev er risk of g iv in g offen ce.474 A n d n ow he w as
determ in ed that,costhim w hatitm ig ht,he w ould suffer his con v iction s to declare
them selv esw ithoutrestrain t,reg ardlessof ev erythin g butthe g oodof the Em pire.

H is com in g hadbeen eag erly look edforin Cam p.A s day afterday tidin g s of the rapid
approach of the M ov able Colum n ,un derN icholson ,w ere broug htin ,m en beg an tosee
clearly before them the con sum m ation of the fin al assault, an d their hearts w ere
g ladden edby the prospect.The approach of this colum n w as,in deed,as the prom ise of
a g reatdeliv eran ce;an dw hen itw as w hisperedthroug h the cam p thatN icholson had
already arriv ed,itw as as a cordial tom en 's souls,fora g reatreputation hadpreceded
him ,an d itw as feltam on g our people thata m ig hty w arrior had com e am on g them ,

w how as destin edtoleadourtroops in toD elhi,an dtocrush the pow erof the M og ul.
H is person al presen ce did m uch to g en erate in m en 's m in ds the sublim e idea of a
H ero— a Kin g of M en ;of the M eg istos w how as toreig n am on g them .H e hadcom e on
in adv an ce,by W ilson 's request,to tak e coun sel w ith him ;an d he w as soon passin g
from piquettopiquet,tak in g in w ith a soldier's eye all the poin ts of our position ;an d

474
S ee the follow ing extractfrom aletterw ritten to S irJohn L aw rence from U m bellah,August6.L aw rence had

w rittentoN icholson,saying,half-seriously,halfjestingly,thathew asincorrigible,and suggestingthathem ightdo
m oregood by carryingothersw ithhim thanby runningcountertothem .T othisN icholsonhad replied:"Iam very
sorry tohearthatGeneralGow anhastakenoffenceagain.Idon'tw ishtoignorehim orany othersuperior;Idislike
offendinganyone,and,exceptonprinciple,w ould neverhaveadisagreem ent.You w riteasifIw ereinthehabitof
givingoffence.N ow Icannotcalltom ind thatsincem y returntoIndia,upw ardsoffiveyearsand ahalfago,Ihave
had any m isunderstandings,exceptw ith — and — T he form er,Ibelieve,isconsciousthathe did m e w rong,and I
trustthelatterw illeventuallym akethesam eadm ission....IfearthatIm usthavegivenoffencetoyou,too,onthe
R aw nl-P indee question.Ican truly say that Iopposed m y opinion to yoursw ith great reluctance,and had the
m atterbeen one oflessim portance,Im ighthave preserved silence;but w hen in agreatcrisisan officerholdsa
strongopiniononanym ailerofconsequence,Ithinkhefailsinhisduty ifhedoesnotspeakitout,atw hateverrisk
ofgivingoffence."
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look in g dow n critically upon the defen ses of the en em y.H e did n otaton ce m ak e his
w ay in tothe hearts of m en ,buthe im pressedall w ith a sen se of pow er.O n the ev en in g
of the 7th of A ug ust,on w hich day he arriv edin Cam p,he din edatthe H ead-Q uarters
M ess, an d the silen tsolem n ity of his dem ean or w as un pleasan tly apparen tto m en

w hose habitual cheerfuln ess,w hen they m ettog etherforthe social m eal,hadbeen on e
of the sustain in g in fluen ces of Cam pL ife,durin g all thatlon g dreary season of w aitin g
an dw atchin g .N extm orn in g ,accom pan iedby N orm an ,he v isitedthe g reatposition at
H in doo Rao's house,w hich for tw o lon g m on ths had born e the brun tof the en em y's
attack s. B aird S m ith at that tim e w as in con sultation w ith Reid.475 The brav e
com m an der of the P iquet,w ho had don e such g ood serv ice,could n othelp in w ardly
resen tin g N icholson 's im perious m an n er.B utw hen ,after the v isitor had passed on ,
Reid com plain ed to con fusedly to the battery; butour attack w as so sudden an d

im petuous,thatthey could hardly fire a shotbefore the FirstFusiliers w ere am on g
them ,bayon etin g the brav e fellow s attheir g un s.M an y,un able to w ork their pieces,
drew their sw ords,an d w ith their back s ag ain stthe w all,sold their liv es as dearly as
they could. M asters of the battery, our m en pushed on , in the g rey daw n of the
m orn in g ,follow in g the m utin eers in tothe houses,w here they had en deav ored tofin d
shelter,an d shotthem dow n lik e beasts in a cag e.S om e cried for m ercy,an d w ere
an sw eredw ith a laug h an d a bayon et-thrust.B y sun rise the w ork hadbeen don e.The

en em y hadbeen driv en from L udlow Castle,an dfourof theirsix g un s hadbeen tak en .
The v ictory,how ev er,had been dearly purchased.The in trepid leader of the assailin g
party hadfallen sev erely w oun ded;an dCok e,w hohadledthe P un jabees tothe attack ,
hadsharedthe sam e fate.Itw as in the con fusion atten din g the fall of S how ers thattw o
of the en em y's g un s w ere sufferedtoescape;an dw hen Colon el Edw ardGreathedw as
afterw ards sen ttobrin g the force outof action ,he didn otk n ow thatthese trophies of
v ictory w ere to be recov ered,or w e m ay be sure thathe w ould n othav e return ed
w ithoutthem . En oug h, how ev er, had been g ain ed to m ak e the return to Cam p a

trium phal on e.Tosecure the success of the surprise,the expedition hadbeen ren dered
as secretas possible. W hen , therefore, the soun d of the firin g brok e throug h the
m orn in g stilln ess the B ritish Cam p w as aroused,an d m en w on dered w hatw as the
m ean in g of it.The truth w as soon apparen tto them ,an d then n um bers w en toutto
m eetthe return in g force,an dw elcom edthem ,as they cam e in w ith the capturedg un s,

475
T hefollow ingdescriptionisfrom the"History oftheS iegeofDelhi""Aboutthistim eastrangerofvery striking

appearance w asrem arked visiting allourpicquets,exam ining everything,and m aking m ost searching inquiries
about theirstrength and history.Hisattire gave no clue to hisrank;it evidently nevercost the ow nerathought.
M oreover,inthoseanxioustim eseveryonew entashepleased;perhapsnotw oofficersw eredressed alike.Itw as
soon m ade outthatthisw asGeneralN icholson,w hose person w asnotyetknow nin Cam p,and itw asw hispered,
atthe sam e tim e,thathe w aspossessed ofthem ostbrilliantm ilitary genius.He w asam aneastin agiantm ould,
w ith m assive chest and pow erfullim bs,and an expression ardent and com m anding,w ith adash ofroughness;
featuresofsternbeauty,alongblackheard,and deepsonorousvoice.T herew assom ethingofim m ensestrength,
talent,andresolutioninhisw holegaitandm anner,andapow erofrulingm enonhighoccasionsthatnoonecould
escapenoticing."
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rejoicin g exceedin g ly thatsog ood a day's w ork had been don e before the break in g of
the m orn in g 'sfast.476

Itm ay w ith truth,Ithin k ,be said,thatatthis poin tof the lon g an d w eary sieg e the

g reatturn in g poin tw as attain ed.The sieg e-train ,w hich w as torem edy ourdeplorable
w an tof heav y ordn an ce, w as laborin g dow n from Ferozepore; an d on the 14th of
A ug ust,N icholson ,w hohad ridden back tom eethis colum n ,m arched in tothe D elhi
Cam p atthe head of his m en .Itw as a sig httostir the spirits of the w hole Cam p.O ur
people turn edoutjoyously tow elcom e the arriv al of the n ew com ers;an dthe g ladsom e
strain sof ourm ilitary ban dsfloateddow n tothe rebel city w ith a m en ace in ev ery n ote.
B racedw ith action ,flushedw ith v ictory,N icholson w as eag erforn ew exploits.A n dhe
didn otw aitlon g foran opportun ity todem on strate tothe D elhiForce thatthey hadn ot

ov er-estim ated the g reatqualities of the P un jabee w arrior. The en em y had g ain ed
tidin g s of the approach of oursieg e-train from Ferozepore,an dthey haddeterm in edto
sen douta stron g force toin terceptit.N om ore w elcom e task couldhav e been assig n ed
to N icholson than thatof cuttin g this force to pieces.A w ell-chosen ,w ell-equipped
force of all arm s w as told off for this serv ice, un der his com m an d; an d, w ith full
assuran ce of v ictory,he preparedhim self forthe en coun ter.

In the early m orn in g of the 25th of A ug ust,am idstheav y rain ,the force m archedoutof
Cam p,an d took the road to N ujufg urh,in w hich direction itw as believ ed thatthe
B areilly an dN eem uch B rig ades of the Rebel Force hadm ov edon the precedin g day.It
w as a toilsom e,an d,forsom e tim e,a dispiritin g m arch;forthe road,little betterthan a
bullock -track atbest,w as som etim es lostaltog ether in sw am ps an d floods.A tm an y
poin ts ourg un -w heels san k in the m uduptotheiraxles,an dn eededall the stren g th of
the A rtillerym en toextricate them from the sloug h.The In fan try,slippin g an d slidin g
on the slim y soil,couldscarcely m ak e g oodtheirfootin g ,an dtoiledon laboriously,w et

tothe sk in ,an ddrag g ledw ith dirt;w hilstthe horses of the Cav alry struck upthe m ud
blin din g ly in to the troopers'faces;an d the cam els,ev er so serv iceably adroiton arid
soil,spraw led hopelessly in the m ire,an d often fell w ith their burden s by the w ay.
M an y a lusty oath w as sw orn on thatm orn in g ;butif tem perw as lost,hope an dheart
rem ain ed;an dw hen ,aftera halt,an dsom e ren ov ation of exhaustedn ature,n ew s cam e
thatthey w ere upon the track of the en em y ,an d w ould soon be am on g stthem ,the
difficulties of the road dim in ished,or appeared todim in ish,an d they m ov ed on w ith

cheerful eag ern ess.The sun w as sin k in g w hen our leadin g colum n espied the en em y,
an d atthe sam e tim e cam e upon a stream ,w hich the rain s hadfloodedin tothe depth
an d dim en sion of a riv er.The m utin eers w ere posted alon g the lin e of N icholson 's
adv an ce,tothe left.D iv idedin tothree bodies,they occupiedtw ov illag esan da seraiin
fron tof them — all protected by g un s.A s our troops passed the ford— the w ater ev en
there breast-hig h— the en em y open ed upon the B ritish colum n w ith a show er of shot

476
Hervey Greathed says,thaton thisoccasion w e lostnineteen m en killed,and ninety-fourw ounded.He adds:

"N obody w ouldhavesupposedtheforcehad suffered atall,from thejolly w ay inw hichthey m arched back,except
forseeingthe litters."
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an d shell from the serai.B utadv an cin g steadily un der this fire,N icholson took in the
situation w ith hisquick soldier'seye,forecastthe action in hism in d,an dw hen hisforce
hadcrossedthe w ater,aton ce m ade his disposition s.The forem ostpoin tof attack ,an d
the m ostperilous,w asthe serai.A g ain stthisN icholson determ in edtoflin g the stren g th

of his European troops, w hilsthe prov ided for the attack of the v illag es by other
com pon en ts of his force.Then ,hav in g ordered the S ixty-firstan d the Fusiliers to lie
dow n ,so as to be clear of the en em y 's fire,he drew him self up in his stirrups,an d
addressedhis m en .H e toldthe S ixty-firstthatthey k n ew w ell w hatS irColin Cam pbell
hadsaidatChilian w allah,an dw hathe hadag ain toldthe H ig hlan dB rig ade before the
battle of the A lm a."Ihav e n ow ,"he said,"the sam e w ordstosay toyou,an dtoyou,m y
frien ds of the Fusiliers.H oldyourfire till you are w ithin tw en ty orthirty yards of the
en em y,then pouryourv olleys in tothem ,g iv e them a bayon et-charg e,an dthe serai is

yours." Then Tom bs an d Rem in g ton open ed a sm artfire on the serai; an d up the
In fan try spran g w ith a rin g in g cheer,an d,sin k in g an k le-deep in the sw am py g roun d,
steadily adv an ced, N icholson attheir head, in the face of a show er of g rape an d
m usk etry.Then holdin g back theirfire— the hardestof all possible task s— they carried
the serai,an dcapturedthe g un s.477

B ut the resistan ce w as resolute, the con flict desperate. The heroism w hich w as

displayedby ourpeople w as em ulatedby the en em y.The S epoys foug htw ell,an dsold
their liv es dearly. There w as a san g uin ary han d-to-han d en coun ter. M an y of the
g un n ers an d the driv ers w ere bayon eted,or cutdow n in the battery,an d those w ho
escaped lim bered up an d m ade,in hothaste,for the bridg e crossin g the N ujufg urh
Can al.B utthe attack in g party pressed closely upon them .The sw am py state of the
g roun dw as fatal tothe retreat.The leadin g g un stuck fastin the m orass,an dim peded
the adv an ce of those in the rear.Then our pursuin g force fell upon them ,an d before
they had m ade g ood their retreat,captured thirteen g un s an d k illed eig hthun dred of

theirfig htin g m en .478

In the m ean w hile,the P un jabees,hav in g sw epton to the attack of the v illag e on the
rig ht,an d g allan tly cleared it,crossed ov er by the rear todolik e serv ice on the other
v illag e,ag ain stw hich a brisk fire of artillery hadbeen directed;buthere they m etw ith
a stubborn resistan ce.L um sden ,w holed them tothe attack ,w as shotdow n ;an d n ot
un til a party of the S ixty-firsthadbeen sen tin support,w ere the despairin g en erg ies of

the m utin eers suppressed.N ig hthadby this tim e fallen upon the scen e.N icholson w as
m asterof the Field,an dthe en em y w ere in pan ic-flig ht.B utourcircum stan ces w ere n ot
cheerin g . O ur bag g ag e had n otcom e up, an d our people w ere com pelled, hun g ry,

477
"P oorGabbettofthe61st,afinebravesoldier,tw enty yardsinadvanceofhism en,m adearushononeofthe

guns;hisfootslipped,and he w asbayoneted by agiganticP andy;but Captain T rench,ofthe 35th N .I.,w ho w as
A.D.C.to GeneralN icholson (thatm om entrising from the ground,hishorse haring been shotunderhim ),quickly
avengedhisdeathby bringingdow ntherebelw ithhisrevolver."— Cave-Browne.

478
T heenem y hadfourgunsattheserai,threeateachofthevillages,andthreeatthebridgeoverthecanal.
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w eary,an d soak ed as they w ere,tobiv ouacin a m orass,w ithoutfood,or an ythin g to
con sole an d sustain them , exceptthe thoug htof the v ictory they had g ain ed.N ext
m orn in g , hav in g collected their spoil, an d blow n up the N ujufg urh bridg e, they
com m en ced their m arch back to D elhi, carryin g their trophies w ith them . Itw as

ascertain ed afterw ards thatitw as the N ee-m uch B rig ade w hich N icholson had thus
routed. The B areilly B rig ade had n otcom e up to tak e partin the action . Itw as a
m ortifyin g reflection to the B ritish leader that this in form ation had n ot been
com m un icatedtohim atan earlierperiod."Idon otexag g erate,"he w rote afterw ards to
S irJohn L aw ren ce,"w hen Isay thathad.Ihada decen tpolitical officerw ith m e tog et
m e a little in form ation ,Im ig hthav e sm ashed the B areilly B rig ade atP ollam ,the n ext
day.A sitw as,Ihadn oin form ation — n otev en a g uide thatIdidn otpick upform yself
on the road; an d had I obeyed m y in struction s, an d g on e to B ehauderg urh, the

expedition w ouldhav e been a fruitless on e.Ifeel v ery than k ful form y success;forhad
these tw o brig ades succeeded in g ettin g in to our rear,they w ould un doubtedly hav e
don e m uch m ischief."

The n ew s of the v ictory,firstcon v eyed to D elhi by youn g L ow ,N icholson 's aide-de-
camp, w ho had ridden on in adv an ce of the return in g force,caused g reatrejoicin g in

Cam p,an d there w as stron g desire to g iv e the v ictors an ov ation as they m arched in

w ith their trophies. B utN icholson 's m en w ere w eary an d in sorry plig htfor an y
n eedless spectacular display,so they m ade all haste to their quarters,an d as ev en in g
had closed in upon them before the w hole force had arriv ed,the ov ation w ould hav e
been im possible, if they had been in clin ed to receiv e it. B ut there w ere hearty
con g ratulation s n extday freely ten dered to N icholson ,w ho had don e his w ork rig ht
w ell,an d secured the safe adv an ce of the sieg e-train Itw as believ ed,too,thathe had
w eak en ed the en em y's force,n otm erely to the n um ber of those w ho w ere k illed an d
w oun dedin action ,for the w hole brig ade w as brok en an d dispersed,an d m an y n ev er

ag ain show ed their faces in D elhi.479 S in ce the battle of B udlee-k a-serai on the 8th of
Jun e,the En g lish atD elhihadg ain edn osuch v ictory as thatw hich crow n edthe action
atN ujufg urh.

Con g ratulation supon thisbrillian tachiev em en tpouredin from all sides;butfrom n on e
cam e they w ith g reater heartin ess an d sin cerity than from S ir John L aw ren ce, w ho
w rote tohim ,sayin g :"Thoug h sorely pressedw ith w ork ,Iw rite a lin e tocon g ratulate

you on yoursuccess.Iw ish Ihadthe pow erof k n ig htin g you on the spot.Itshouldbe
don e.Ihope you destroyedn oen dof v illan ousP an dies."480

479
"According to allaccounts,the N eem uch Brigade (the one Idealtw ith)only num berssix hundred m en now .

M any ofthose w ho fled w ould appearneverto havereturned to Delhi.M ostofthe officersw ith m e in the action
rated them at six,seven,and eight thousand m en.M y ow n ideais,that they w ere betw een three thousand and
fourthousand."— Nicholson to Lawrence, August 30, 1857.

480
InthisletterL aw rencew rites:"Don'tassaultuntilyou havegiventhem utineersallthepow derand shotw hich

the siege-traincanspare,and thengoin,and m ay God hew ith you all.Ithinkifallthetroopsw ere w arned notto
disperse,itm ighthaveaneffectuponthem ."
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To this N icholson replied,A ug ust30,1857:"M an y than k s for your k in d letter of the
27th. I w ould m uch rather earn the g ood opin ion of m y frien ds than an y k in d of
hon orary distin ction .Ien close,foryourperusal,an dEdw ardes's,the roug h draftof m y

report.The fieldw asof such exten t,thatitw asn oteasy toestim ate the m utin eers'loss.I
thin k ,m oreov er,thatthey suffered m ore sev erely from the fire of our A rtillery,after
they had bolted across the bridg e,than they did on the actual battle-field .....Except
w here poor L um sden w as k illed,they m ade little attem pttostan d.M ostof the k illed
w ere Kotah Con tin g en tm en .W e took the N eem uch troop of artillery com plete,three
lig htfieldbattery g un s,an dfourof the Kin g 's O w n .Iw ish sin cerely thatthey hadhad
as m an y m ore,as,after their flan k w as turn ed,they could n othav e used them ,an d
m usthav e lostthem all."

A fter this there w as quietfor a little space in Cam p.A ll m en w ere look in g eag erly for
the arriv al of the sieg e-train ,an d for those lastrein forcem en ts w hich L aw ren ce w as
sen din g dow n from the P un jab. Reports w ere floatin g aboutto the effectthatthe
B areilly B rig ade w as g oin g outag ain ,un der B uk htKhan ,to m ak e an other effortto
in terceptourcon v oys ,butif this desig n w ere ev eren tertain editw as soon aban don ed,
foritn ev erdev elopedin toev en the sem blan ce of a fact;an dall ag ain w as com posure.

There w as n ota soldier in cam p w ho did n otthen feel thatthe tim e of w aitin g an d
w atchin g hadw ell-n ig h passed— thatw e should soon assum e the offen siv e in earn est,
w ith am ple m ean s to secure success.D elhi n ow seem ed to be in our g rasp,an d the
spirits of m en rose w ith the thoug htof the com in g trium ph.Then w as itthatthe m ess-
ten ts of ourofficers ran g w ith the loudestlaug hter;then w as itthatourm ilitary ban ds
sen tuptheirg ayestm usic;then w as itthatthe in activ ity of a dishearten eden em y g av e
un accustom edrepose tothe besieg in g force;then the healthy coulden joy theirbook sor
g am es,an dthe sick an dw oun dedcouldbe broug httothe doors of theirten ts toin hale

the pleasan tev en in g air,ortak e in the m arv elous beauty of the "v iew from the Ridg e."
Forn early three m on ths the g reatcity,w ith its w ealth of ordn an ce,haddefiedthe best
courag e an d the bestsk ill of the En g lish n ation .W e had been beaten by the m aterial
resources of an en em y,w hom ,w ithoutsuch aids,w e couldhav e crushedin a day.B ut
n ow , as our En g in eers broug htall the applian ces of their craftto bear upon the
stren g then in g an dsecurin g of ourposition s,as the space betw een oursieg e-w ork s an d
the city-w alls w as n arrow edby theirefforts,an dbreachin g -batteries w ere risin g un der

their han ds,n om an doubted thatthe com in g m on th w ould see D elhi prostrate atour
feet, an d the con sum m ation of our hopes g loriously accom plished. A g ain the
suprem acy of the En g lish race in In dia, obscured on ly for a little w hile,w as to be
reassertedan dreestablished;an dthere w as n ota w hite m an in cam pw hodidn otlon g ,
w ith a g reathun g er of the heart,for the day w hen the sig n al w ould be g iv en ,an d it
w ould be leftfor our En g lish m an hood to decide for itself w hether an y m ultitude of
N ativ es of In dia, behin d their w alls of m ason ry, could deter our leg ion s from a
v ictoriousen tran ce in tothe im perial city of the M og ul.
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APPENDIX.

THE LAST NUZZUR TO THE KING OF DELHI.

[From Mr. William Edwards' "Reminiscences of a Bengal Civilian"—a
work which contains much interesting and suggestive information

relating to the rebellion in the North-West Provinces.]

"A s soon as the cam parriv edatD elhi,the Gov ern m en tdurbarrecords w ere produced,
in order thatreferen ce should be m ade to the etiquette follow ed as reg arded the
Em peror,on those prev ious rare occasion s in w hich Gov ern or-Gen erals hadv isitedthe
im perial city.Itw as foun dthatalthoug h the relativ e position of the Gov ern or-Gen eral
an d the Em peror did n otadm itof their exchan g in g v isits,yetthata deputation had

been sen ton the partof the Gov ern or-Gen eral toask afterthe health of hisM ajesty,an d
ten derhim a N uzzur'of a certain am oun tof g oldm ohurs,w hich in reality am oun tedto
an expression of subm ission an d fealty on the partof the B ritish Gov ern m en tto the
GreatM og hul, an d an ack n ow ledg m en tof holdin g our In dian possession s as his
feudatory.A s,how ev er,this hadbeen the usual practice,a question w as raisedas toits
propriety;an d therefore,w ithoutan y prev ious in tim ation to the Gov ern or-Gen eral of
w hatw as aboutto be don e, M r. Thom ason an d m yself, accom pan ied by Colon el

B roadfoot,proceeded tothe palace on elephan ts,each bein g prov ided w ith a silk bag
full of g oldm ohurs forpresen tation tothe Kin g .W e w ere requiredtoproceedw ithout
an y shoes in tothe im m ediate presen ce— such hav in g been in all ag es in In dia the usual
m ark of respecton the partof an in ferior on approachin g a superior.O n this occasion
w e com prom ised the m atter by puttin g shortw orsted cashm ere sock s ov er our boots,
an dthus en teredthe hall of audien ce.O n a curtain bein g draw n aside,w e saw the old
Kin g ,then apparen tly a v ery feeble old m an abov e sev en ty years of ag e,seated on his
thron e,w hich w as elev atedsoas tohav e the royal person ,as he satcross-leg g ed,on a

lev el w ith ourfaces.W e m ade a low obeisan ce tothe Em peror,an don approachin g the
thron e,each in succession presen ted his bag of g old m ohurs,an d in quired after his
M ajesty'shealth an dprosperity.Icon fesstoa feelin g of aw e an dsolem n ity passin g ov er
m e as Istepped up an d addressed this represen tativ e of a lon g lin e of k in g s an d of a
on ce pow erful em pire,an d presen ted m y N uzzur to his M ajesty's acceptan ce,w hich
w as rem ark able as bein g the lastthatw as ev erofferedon the partof a B ritish subjectto
the im perial house of Tim our.The Kin g sim ply receiv edit,an dorderedus tobe robed

in dresses of hon or,an dtohav e turban s boun droun dourheads.This w as don e in due
form ;w e m ade ourobeisan ce tothe Kin g ,an ddeparted.W e rem oun tedourelephan ts,
an dw ere paradedthroug h the chief streets of D elhias those w hom the Kin g delig hted
to hon or." The ridiculous tran sform ation w e had all three un derg on e,clad in these
robes of tin sel tissue,drov e all feelin g s of solem n ity an d respectoutof m y m in d.I
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con triv ed to g etahead of m y party,an d strippin g off m y ow n fin ery as I saton the
how dah,m ade m y w ay tothe Gov ern or-Gen eral's ten t,tobeg his lordshiptocom e an d
see the chief secretary an d Colon el B roadfootas they arriv ed in cam p, an d before
dism oun tin g from their elephan ts,as these tw oestim able g en tlem en look ed as if they

had g on e sudden ly m ad,an d deck ed them selv es outin a m an n er w orthy of M adg e
W ildfire.'The Gov ern or-Gen eral beg g edm e toexplain w hatw e hadbeen doin g ,an don
m y in form in g him ,his lordship's in dig n ation an dsurprise w ere extrem e;an dthen ,for
the firsttim e,Im yself becam e aliv e tothe im propriety of an actw hich,in reality,m ade
Q ueen V ictoria,in Eastern estim ation atleast,hold her In dian possession s as a m ere
feudatory an dv assal of the im perial house of D elhi.

The Gov ern or-Gen eral im m ediately issued in struction s,forbiddin g the presen tation in

future tothe Kin g of an y offerin g s by B ritish subjects,an ddirectedm e toascertain the
av erag e an n ual am oun tof g ifts receiv edby his M ajesty forthe pastten years,in order
thatan equiv alen tam oun tshould be added to the royal stipen d from the B ritish
treasury in future. The Gov ern or-Gen eral's m easure w as w ithoutdoubtrig htan d
politic.The m isfortun e w asthatithadn otbeen adoptedyearsbefore."

*****

CAPTAIN ROSSER AND THE FLIGHT TO DELHI

[THE following extracts from letters, addressed to the author, with
reference to the statement referred to in the text, frequently made and

never before, I believe, publicly contradicted, that the late Captain
Rosser, of the Carabineers, had, on the 10th of May, proposed to take a
squadron of his regiment and a troop of Horse Artillery, to cut off the

flight of the mutineers to Delhi, afford a curious illustration of the
difficulties which beset the path of the historical inquirer.]

Sir Archdale Wilson.

"Itiscertain ly n ottrue thatCaptain Rosserofferedtotak e hissquadron in pursuitof the
m utin eers houn d for D elhi on the ev en in g of the 10th of M ay,1857— atleast,to m y
k n ow ledg e— the firstI ev er heard of such a story bein g show n to m e in som e roug h

sheets of y our H istory.Captain Rosser w as a g ood an d g allan tofficer,an d m ay hav e
m ade such an offer to his ow n im m ediate com m an din g officer, Colon el Custan ce,
thoug h Idon otbeliev e thatan y on e of the force k n ew thatev en in g thatthe m utin eers
hadm ade forD elhi.Ididn otun til the n extm orn in g ."— D ec.6,1868.
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Mr. Charles Raikes.

"....Ihadthe g oodfortun e tobecom e w ell acquain tedw ith M ajorRosserdurin g the
v oyag e from In dia toS uez early in 1858.H e toldm e in som an y w ords w hatIasserted
in m y little w ork .Itw as n otpossible form e todoubtthe statem en tof a m an som odest,
g rav e, an d straig htforw ard, of such hig h prin ciple an d solidity of character, an d I,
therefore,assertedasa factw hatIbeliev edan dstill believ e tobe true."— D ec.17,1868.

Colonel Castanet.

"The late M ajor Rosser w as a g allan tan d g ood officer,buthe did n otoffer to tak e a
detachm en tof D rag oon s an d H orse A rtillery in pursuitof the m utin eers escapin g to

D elhi on the 10th of M ay,1857.H ad he don e so I m usthav e k n ow n it,as I w as his
com m an din g officer."— D ec.21,1868.

[Itw as n otthoug htn ecessary to pursue the in quiry an y further if the offer w ere n ot
m ade by Captain Rossertothe com m an din g officerof his reg im en tortothe B rig adier
com m an din g the station ,itcan n othav e been m ade atall in an y m ilitary— an y public—
sen se,an dcertain ly the proposal can n othav e been officially recog n ized.B utthat,on the

n ig htof the 10th of M ay,Captain Rosser expressed his w illin g n ess tolead a m oun ted
detachm en tto cutoff the m utin eers (thoug h the offer m ay n ev er hav e tak en the
reg ulation -shape),can hardly,Ithin k ,be question ed.]

*****

SERVICES OF SYUD MEER KHAN

"The S irdar B ehaudur, S yud M eer Khan S ahib, a pen sion er receiv in g six hun dred
rupees a m on th, for aid ren dered to the Caubul prison ers an d g ood con ductin
A fg han istan , w ho had, on hearin g the disturban ce, im m ediately join ed the
Com m ission er,an dofferedtoescorthim tothe European lin es;butitw as decidedthat
there w as n ohope of the lady escapin g throug h the crow d.H e then w en touttohold
back the m ob,an d w as shotthroug h the thig h,an d his horse m ortally w oun ded.This

fin e A fg han w as oblig ed to retire to the city.H e cam e to the D um -D um m a the n ex t
m orn in g in spite of his w oun d,an d w as atthe battles of the H in dun .W hen the m ob
attack edthe house,the Com m ission eran dhisw ife,w ith the w ife of on e of the residen ts
of the station ,retiredtothe roof;w hen ask edw here theirm asteran dm istress w ere,the
serv an ts said thatthey had g on e to church;thoug h draw n sw ords w ere putto his
throat,the Jem adar,Gholab S in g h,persisted in this statem en t,an d the other serv an ts
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w ere faithfully silen treg ardin g theirm aster's presen ce."— Reportof M r.Com m ission er
W illiam s.

THE MURDER OF MR. FRASER.

[The following is the evidence of Buktawuss, or Bukhtawar Singh,
Chuprassy, as given at the trial of the King of Delhi.]

"Iw as the serv an ton duty superv isin g the repairs of the Fortditch,an dw as g oin g w ith
the accoun tbook for Captain D oug las'in spection .Iw as on m y w ay,w hen a trooper
cam e g allopin g upfrom the direction of the Calcutta Gate.The trooperhadn otreached
the P alace Gate w hen I observ ed thatCaptain D oug las w as stan din g there. I saw

Captain D oug las speak in g tothe m an ;butbefore Ireachedthe P alace Gate m yself the
trooper turn ed his horse an d rode off. Captain D oug las told m e to g o up to his
apartm en ts,an d said thathe w as g oin g tothe in teriorof the P alace an dshouldreturn
im m ediately.Captain D oug las did so,an d Istayed atthe g ate,M ak han ,Kishan S in g h
an d others accom pan ied him . Captain D oug las had hardly g on e w hen M r. Fraser
arriv edin his bug g y an din quiredforhim .M r.Fraseralig htedan dw alk edon throug h
the cov ered w ay up tothe open in g .H e then said tom e he w as g oin g tothe Calcutta
Gate,an dthatIw astotell Captain D oug lassoon hisreturn .Ithen m yself proceededin

the direction of the Kin g 's apartm en ts an dm etCaptain D oug las return in g in a state of
excitem en t.Ig av e him M r.Fraser's m essag e.Captain D oug las w en ttothe L ahore Gate
of the P alace,an d told the N ativ e officer on g uard there to close it,w hich w as don e.
Captain D oug las atthe sam e tim e g av e orders thatn o crow d w as to be allow ed to
assem ble on the bridg e loadin g in to the P alace.Justaboutthis tim e an officer of the
Kin g 's,styleda captain ,alsocam e there from the direction of the m ain streetof D elhi.
The g ate hadbeen closedan dCaptain D oug las'sbug g y w asin side,sohe directedm e to

ask this N ativ e officer for his bug g y thathe m ig htg oin itas far as the Calcutta Gate,
w hither Captain D oug las proceeded in it,Ioccupyin g the seatbehin d.A tthe Calcutta
Gate w e foun dM r.Fraser,M r.N ixon ,headclerk ,an dfourorfiv e otherg en tlem en .The
g ate w as closedaftera shorttim e.M r.Fraseran dCaptain D oug las g otin tothe bug g y
tog ether,an d w ere return in g to the P alace accom pan ied by the other g en tlem en on
horseback ,buthadn otproceededfarw hen fourorfiv e troopers cam e g allopin g up at
full speed from the direction of the Ellen boroug h Tan k .A boutthis tim e,there w as a

g en eral cry thatthe troopers hadcom e.O n reachin g the party of g en tlem en ,on e of the
troopers w oun ded M r.H utchin son in the arm w ith a pistol shot;the others alsofired,
butw ithouteffect.O n this M r.Fraser an d Captain D oug las both g otoutof the bug g y
an d w en toutof the w ay of the m utin eers, an d stood by the g uard-room of the
Con stabulary Force atthe g ate:tw om ore g en tlem en join edthem there.M r.Fraserg ota
m usk etfrom the Con stabulary Force,an d shoton e of the troopers.This check ed the
others,an dthey turn edan dfled.A g reatcrow dhadby this tim e collected,an dCaptain
D oug las an dan otherg en tlem an jum pedin tothe Fortditch,alon g w hich they cam e on
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to the P alace Gate, M r. Fraser an d others com in g by the road; butthere w as such
con fusion atthe tim e,Ican 'tsay how .Captain D oug las w as in a fain tin g state from the
in juries hohadreceiv edfrom jum pin g in tothe ditch,an dw e accordin g ly laidhim on a
bedin the KuliyatKhan a.In a shorttim e M r.Jen n in g s,the clerg ym an ,cam e dow n ,an d

athis sug g estion Captain D oug las w as tak en up to the apartm en ts abov e the g ate,
w here he w as placed on a bed,M r.Jen n in g s sen din g the serv an ts aw ay,an d tellin g
them n otto crow d aboutthe place.W e then receiv ed an order to g o for the Kin g 's
physician , an d A bdulla Chuprassy fetched him accordin g ly. The physician , A hsan
Ullah Khan ,had justleft,w hen w e serv an ts w ho w ere sittin g there saw som e fiv e
M ahom edan s,Kin g 'sserv an ts,com in g alon g the cov eredw ay callin g out,'Din, din!'Just

atthis tim e M r.Fraserhappen edtocom e dow n tothe footof the stairs,an dthese m en
im m ediately attack edhim an dk illedhim w ith theirsw ords.W hile this w as happen in g

on the n orth side of the g ate,a m ixedcrow d,arm edw ith sw ords,bludg eon s,& c.,ran
up the stairs on the south side,an d g ain ed the apartm en ts abov e,those assem bled on
the n orth side join in g them there."

*****

THE CIS-SIITLEJ CHIEFS.

[The further note on the loyal bearing of the Cis-Sutlej chiefs will be
given in volume iii.]

*****

REMOVAL OF CAPTAIN HODSON FROM THE GUIDE CORPS.

[The following passage from a letter written to Hodson's biographer by
the Military Secretary to the Punjab Commissioner, explains fully the
circumstances referred to in the text. After speaking of the question of

the regimental accounts and the action of the Court of Inquiry, the writer
proceeds to say :]

"S till,in sofaras the in quiry w as con cern ed,M ajorH .,hadhe surv iv ed,m ig htperhaps
hav e com m an ded the Guides to this day.H is rem ov al w as en tirely an other affair.In
addition to the com m an d of the Guides,L ieuten an the held the office of A ccoun tan t
Com m ission er in civ il charg e of Euzofyze. L ieuten an tGodhy, of the Guides, w as
sev erely w oun ded by an assassin atM urdan ,the Guides Corps station in D ecem ber,
1853.The assassin w as cuttopieces on the spotby som e m en of the corps.H is body
w as iden tified,butall efforts to discov er the m otiv es of the m iscrean tor his abettors
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prov ed fruitless.L ieuten an tH odson 's suspicion s,how ev er,fell upon Kader Khan ,the
M ullik of Tooroo (four m iles distan tfrom M urdan ),the m ostw ealthy an d in fluen tial
chief in Euzofyze.H e ev en further en tertain ed the hope of bein g able to con v ictthis
KaderKhan of hav in g causedthe m urderof the late Colon el M ack eson ;butfin ally,an d

after a len g then ed im prison m en tof sev en m on ths in the P eshaw ur g aol,Kader Khan
w as arraig n ed by him in the Com m ission er's Courton on e charg e on ly,viz thatof

hav in g in stig atedthe attack upon L ieuten an tGodby.The case com pletely brok e dow n ,
an d the trial en ded in a full acquittal.L ieuten an tH odson 's proceedin g s w ere stron g ly
con dem n edby L ordD alhousie,w hodirectedhis dism issal from civ il em ploy,an dthat
he should n otretain com m an d of the Guides,itbein g in com patible w ith the public
in terests thathe should ev er ag ain hold an y position of authority in the districtof
Euzofyze,an d thathis g ettin g an other com m an d thereafter should depen d upon the

resultof the M ilitary Courtof In quiry.The in quiry hadn ot,how ev er,closedsofaras to
produce an y result,w hen the Courtof D irectors took n otice of the trial of KaderKhan
of Tooroo,an din con v eyin g theirapprov al of the Gov ern or-Gen eral's decision upon it,
they added their 'desire'thatL ieuten an tH odson should n ot'ag ain be en trusted w ith
an y com m an dw hatev er.'"

*****

THE PUNISHMENT OF ALLAMABAD.

[From the "Travels of a Hindoo," by Bholanauth-Chunder. Edited by a
Government Secretary, and dedicated to the Governor-General of India.]

They speak of itas a fearful epoch of un exam pledatrocities on the on e side,an dof an

un paralleled retaliation on the other. There w ere the S epoys w ith the blood of
m urdered officers on their heads,an d budmashes an d bullies,an d cut-throats an d cut-

purses,all ack n ow ledg in g a fratern al tie,an d holdin g a bloody carn iv al.B utitw as
im possible thattw en ty un con g en ial parties,div ided by quarrels aboutcaste,quarrels
aboutrelig ion , quarrels aboutpow er, an d quarrels aboutplun der, could lon g act
tog etherin an un disturbedcon cert.S oon as batch afterbatch of En g lishm en arriv edto
reestablish the S axon rule,they w ere driv en lik e chaff before the w in d.Then follow eda
dreadful sequel— the horrorof horrors.The m artial law w as an outlan dish dem on ,the

lik e of w hich hadn otbeen dream tof in O rien tal dem on olog y.Ram pan tan dubiquitous,
itstalk edov erthe lan ddev ourin g hun dredsata m eal,an dsurpassedin dev astation the
rakhasi,orfem ale carn iv al of H in doofables.Itm atteredlittle w hom the red-coats k illed;

the in n ocen tan d the g uilty,the loyal an d the disloyal,the w ell-w isher an d the traitor,
w ere con foun ded in on e prom iscuous v en g ean ce.'To bag the n ig g er,'had becom e a
fav orite phrase of the m ilitary sportsm en of that day. P ea-fow ls, partridg es, an d
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P an dies rose tog ether,butthe latter g av e the bestsport.L an cers ran a tiltata w retch
w hohadtak en tothe open furhis cov ert.'In those bloody assizes,the ben ch,bar,an d
jury w ere n on e of them in a blan dhum or,butw ere ben ton payin g off scores by rudely
adm in isterin g justice w ith the rifle,sw ord,an dhalter,m ak in g upforon e life by tw en ty.

The firstsprin g of the B ritish L ion w asterrible,itsclaw sw ere in discrim in atin g .

O n e's blood still run s cold torem em ber the soul-harrow in g an dblood-freezin g scen es
thatw ere w itn essedin those days.There w ere those w hohadespecial reason s tohav e
been an xious to show their rare qualification s in adm in isterin g drum -head justice,
scourin g throug h the tow n an dsuburbs,they caug htall on w hom they couldlay their
han ds,porter orpedlar,shopk eeper or artisan ,an dhurryin g them on throug h a m ock
trial,m ade them dan g le on the n earesttree.N ear six thousan d bein g s had been thus

sum m arily disposed of an dlaun ched in toetern ity,their corpses han g in g by tw os an d
threes from bran ch an d sig n -postall ov er the tow n ,speedily con tributed to frig hten
dow n the coun try in to subm ission an d tran quility.For three m on ths did eig htdead-
cartsdaily g otheirroun dsfrom sun rise tosun set,totak e dow n the corpsesw hich hun g
atthe cross-roads an d m ark et-places,poison in g the air of the city,an d tothrow their
loathsom e burden s in to the Gan g es.O thers,w hose in dig n ation had a m ore practical
turn ,soug htto m ak e capital outof those troublesom e tim es.The m artial law w as a

terrible Gorg on in their han ds to turn m en in to ston e,the w ealthy an d tim id w ere
threaten edtobe crim in ated,an dthey hadtobuy uptheirliv esasbestthey couldun der
the circum stan ces.

*****

PROCLAMATIONS AND CORRESPONDENCE OF THE NANA
SAHIB.

[The following extracts from the correspondence of Doondoo Punt, Nana
Sahib, illustrate the means by which he endeavored by a succession of

boastful lies to stimulate the animosity and to sustain the courage of his
followers. These papers were sent in by Nana Nerain Rao, of whom

mention is made in the text, and placed in the hands of General Neill,
who commissioned Major Gordon to translate them. The following is

from the journal of that officer;]

A relativ e of the N an a sen tin a quan tity of the N an a's property an d ten of his horses
from B ithoor this m orn in g , an d cam e him self an d called on Gen eral N eill in the
foren oon .H e hadbeen con fin edby the N an a.In the ev en in g tw oboxesw ore broug htin
con tain in g the w hole of the N an a's correspon den ce, an d his letter-book con tain in g
copies of all his orders,w ritten in the P ersian lan g uag e.They hav e been m ade ov er to
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m e,w hich is a rich treat;an dIsatporin g ov erthese letters un til elev en o'clock atn ig ht,
an dfin ishedw ith the on e in w hich he orderedthe destruction of all European sw holeft
in boats.

PROCLAMATION, DATED JULY 6TH.

A trav eler justarriv ed atCaw n pore from Calcutta, had heard thatprev ious to the
distribution of the cartridg es,a coun cil hadbeen heldforthe purpose of depriv in g the
H in doostan ees of their faith an d relig ion . The m em bers of the coun cil cam e to the

decision ,sin ce itw asa m atteraffectin g relig ion ,itw ouldbe rig httohav e sev en oreig ht
thousan dEuropean soldiersthatfifty thousan dH in doostan eesm ig htbe destroyed,an d
all (the rest) becom e Christian s. This resolution w as sen tto Q ueen V ictoria, an d
receiv edherapprov al.A g ain an othercoun cil w as held,atw hich the En g lish m erchan ts
assisted.Itw as here determ in ed thatthe European force should be m ade equal tothe
H in doostan ee arm y (in n um bers)sothatw hen the con testtook place there shouldbe n o
fearof failure.W hen this represen tation (from the coun cil)w as readin E n g lan d,thirty-
fiv e thousan d soldiers w ere em bark ed in all haste an d dispatched to In dia,an d the

n ew s of their departure has reached Calcutta. The S ahibs of Calcutta ordered the
distribution of the cartridg esw ith the especial objectof m ak in g Christian s of the N ativ e
arm y,so thatw hen the arm y becam e Christian s there w ould be n o delay in m ak in g
Christian sof the ryots.These cartridg esw ere rubbedov erw ith the fatof pig san dcow s.
This facthas been assertedby B en g alees w how ere em ployedin the m an ufacture of the
cartridg es,an dof those w horelatedthis,on e hasbeen executedan dall the restputin to
con fin em en t.They (the S ahibs) m ade their arran g em en ts here.This is the n ew s from

then ce (Europe).The Turk ish A m bassador w rote from L on don tothe S ultan toin form
him thatthirty-fiv e thousan dm en hav e been dispatchedtoH in doostan forthe purpose
of m ak in g Christian s of the H in doostan ees.The S ultan of Room — m ay Godperpetuate
hissov ereig n ty!— dispatcheda Firman tothe P asha of Eg ypttothiseffect:

You are an ally of Q ueen V ictoria.B utthis is n otthe season foram ity,in asm uch as m y
A m bassador w rites that thirty-fiv e thousan d soldiers hav e been dispatched to
H in doostan for the purpose of m ak in g Christian s of the N ativ e ryots an d troops.

Therefore,in this case,w hilsta rem edy is in m y pow er,if Ishould be n eg lig en t,how
shall Ishow m y face toGod?A n dthis day (i.e.con jun cture)m ay som e tim e orotherbe
m y ow n [m ean in g this m ay som eday be his ow n case]sin ce,if the En g lish m ak e the
H in doostan eesChristian s,they w ill m ak e an attem pton m y dom in ion s.

W hen the P asha of Eg yptreceiv ed this Firm an , he, prev ious to the arriv al of the
(En g lish)force,assem bledan dorg an izedhistroops atA lexan dria,w hich is on the road

toH in doostan .The m om en tthe soldiers (En g lish)appeared,the P asha's troops open ed
an artillery fire upon them from all sides,an d destroyed an d sun k their ships,sothat
n ota sin g le soldierescaped.
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W hen the En g lish at Calcutta had issued their order for the distribution of the
cartridg es,an d the disturban ces had arisen ,they an xiously look ed outfor the troops
from L on don to aid them .B utthe A lm ig hty,in his perfectom n ipoten ce,had already

disposed of these.W hen the n ew s of the slaug hter of the arm y from L on don becam e
k n ow n ,the Gov ern or-Gen eral w as g reatly afflicted an d distressed,an d thum ped his
head.

P ersian Q uatrain .— In the beg in n in g of the n ig hthe possessed the pow er ov erlife an d
property.— In the m orn in g his body w as w ithouta head, an d his head w ithouta
crow n .— In on e rev olution of the cerulean sphere n eitherN adir(S hah481)rem ain edn or
an y sig n of him .

Issuedfrom P ain tedGarden of the Peishwah.

*****

To Bolas Sing, Cotwal of Cawnpore.

You are hereby ordered to m ak e k n ow n w ithin your jurisdiction ,thatw hoev er m ay
hav e in his possession an y property plun dered from the En g lish,such as chairs an d
tables,chin a an dm etal dishes,arm s,bug g ies,m edical apparatus,horses,an dw ood,or
railw ay officers'property,such as beam s,iron ,w ire,jack ets,coats an d trousers,g oats
an dsheep,m ust,w ithin fourdays,produce such property.S houldan y on e secrete such

thin g s,an dthey he foun dhereafterin his house w hen searched,he w ill be v isitedw ith
con dig n chastisem en t. S hould an y person hav e in his house an E n g lishm an or an y
children (baba logue),he m ustproduce them ,an dw ill n otbe question ed;butan y person

con cealin g the abov e,w ill be blow n in to the path of destruction from the can n on 's
m outh.

D ated4th Zik ad,or24th Jun e.

*****

481
P lay uponw ords— "N adir,"ifIrem em berrightly,isthezenith.-Translator.
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[The following appears to have been written after the massacre at the
Ghaut.]

To Rughoonath Sing, Bhowany Sing, &c.,

O fficers of the Reg im en tatS eetapoor (Forty-firstN .I.), an d W ahid A li Khan , N aib
Ressaldar,FirstIrreg ularCav alry,atS ik an dra.

Greetin g ,— Yourpetition ,presen tedby M eerP un ah hasbeen receiv ed.Itscon ten tshav e
becom e k n ow n to m e.The reportof your brav ery an d g allan try has g iv en m e g reat
pleasure, 'm uch praise be yours, thus should you ev er act, thus lotm en act.'H ere

(Caw n pore)this day 4th Zik ad (27th Jun e),the w hite faces hav e foug htw ith us.The
w hole of them ,by the g race of God,an dthe destroyin g fortun e of the Jin g ,hav e en tered
hell.A salute in hon or of this ev en thas been fired as usual.Itbehoov es you also to
celebrate this v ictory w ith rejoicin g s an d peals of artillery.M oreov er,your requestfor
perm ission to fig htw ith the in fidels has g iv en m e g reatsatisfaction .In a few days,
w hen ordershall hav e been restoredin this district,the v ictorious force w hich has n ow
sw elledtoa larg e arm y,still daily in creasin g ,w ill cross the Gan g es,con tin ue tohem in
the in fidels un til the arriv al of m y cam p.This ev en tw ill tak e place shortly;an d then

display all yourv elour.B earin m in dthatthe people pertain toboth faiths.They m ust
be n either m olested n or in jured in an y w ay. H av e a care to protectthem , collect
supplies,an dk eepthem in readin ess.

D ated4th Zik adS t.1273,27th Jun e,1857.

*****

To Holas Singh, Cotwal.

W hereas,by the g race of God an dfortun e of the k in g ,all the En g lish atP oon a an d in
P un n a hav e been slain an d sen ttohell,an d fiv e thousan d En g lish w how ere atD elhi
hav e been puttothe sw ord by the royal troops.The Gov ern m en tis n ow ev eryw here

v ictorious;you are,therefore,ordered to proclaim these g lad tidin g s in all cities an d
v illag es by beat of drum , that all m ay rejoice on hearin g them . A ll cause for
apprehen sion is n ow rem ov ed.

D ated8th Zik ad,1stJuly,1857.

*****
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To Baboo Rambuksh, Talooqdar, Dhondia Khera, Oude.

Greetin g .— Your petition dated 6th Zik ad (29th Jun e),reportin g the slaug hter of the

En g lish,an dthe deaths in battle of yourbrotherS udhain an S in g ,w ith tw oofficers,an d
alsobeg g in g form y fav orasa rew ardforyourself-dev otion ,hasbeen perused.You are
hereby in form ed,thatI also am g riev ed atyour loss,butthe w ill of God m ustbe
subm ittedto.M oreov er,this ev en t(the death of his brother)has happen edin the cause
of Gov ern m en t,an dyou w ill ev errem ain the objectof m y protection .H av e n om an n er
of fear,Gov ern m en tw ill certain ly befrien dyou.

D ated10th Zik ad,or3rdJuly,1857.

*****

To Holas Sing, Cotwal.

W hereas sun dry person s of the tow n ,on hearin g the reportof European troops hav in g
m arched from A llahabad,are aban don in g their hom es an d seek in g shelter in v illag es,
you are hereby orderedtohav e proclaim edthroug houtthe tow n thatin fan try,cav alry,
an d artillery hav e m arched to repel the E n g lish. W herev er they m ay be m et, at
Futtehpore,A llahabad,or w herev er they m ay be,the rev en g in g force w ill thoroug hly
pun ish them . L etall rem ain w ithoutfear in their hom es, an d pursue their usual
av ocation s.

D ated12th Zik ad,or5th July,1857.

*****

To the Officers of the Army.

I hav e been g reatly pleased w ith your zeal, v elour, an d loyalty. Your labors are
deserv in g of the hig hest praise. The org an ization an d scale of pay an d rew ards
establishedhere w ill hav e lik ew ise tobe establishedforyou.L etyourm in ds be atrest,
all prom ises m ade w ill be fulfilled.Troops of all arm s hav e this day crossedthe Gan g es
en route toL uck n ow ;you w ill be aidedin ev ery possible w ay toslay the un believ in g
N azarin es,an d dispatch them to hell.The g reatestrelian ce placed on your readin ess
an dbrav ery tosecure v ictory.O n receiptof this order,certify tom e,un deryourhan d

an d seal, that you hav e learn ed its con ten ts, an d are ready to cooperate in the
destruction of the in fidels.H av e n o fears as reg ards ordn an ce stores.A n y am oun tof
am m un ition an dheav y g un s is av ailable.S hurf-ood-D ow lah an dA liReza B eg ,Cotw al
of L uek n ow ,hav e been orderedtosupply prov ision s.They w ill doso;butshouldthey
fail in thisduty in form m e,an da con spicuous exam ple w ill be m ade of them .A ll of you
display v elour an d fortitude. M ay v ictory speedily crow n your efforts, thus shall I
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m yself be atliberty toproceedtow ards A llahabad.There can be n ohesitation on your
partoron m in e.A fterthisrapidsuccess,m arch toA llahabadan dcon querthere.

D ated14th Zik ad,7th July,1857.

*****

To Kalkapershad, Canoongoe—Oude.

Greetin g . — Your petition has been receiv ed, statin g thatsev en boats con tain in g

European s w ere g oin g dow n the riv er from Caw n pore,an d thattw o parties of your
m en w ho w ere atthe spotjoin ed the Gov ern m en ttroops an d fired on them so
un rem ittin g ly thatthey proceeded,slayin g the En g lish the w hole w ay,as far as the
v illag es of A bdool A zeez,w hen the horse artillery an d yourself in person join ed the
rest,an dsan k six of the boats,the sev en th escapin g throug h the force of the w in d.You
hav e perform eda g reatdeed,an dIam hig hly pleasedw ith yourcon duct.P ersev ere in
yourdev otion tothe Gov ern m en tcause.This orderissen tyou as a m ark of fav or.Your
petition ,w ith w hich a European w as sen tin ,has alsoreached m e.The European has

been sen ttohell,thusaddin g tom y satisfaction .

D ated16th Zik ad,or9th July,1857.

*****

To the Thanadar of Sirsoul.

The v ictorious arm y of Gov ern m en thad m arched tow ards A llahabad to oppose the
European s,an dithas n ow been reportedthatthe latterhav e deceiv edthe Gov ern m en t
troops,attack ed an d scattered them .S om e troops are said to rem ain there;you are,
therefore,ordered to in structthe lan dholders in your jurisdiction an d in Futtehpore,
thatev ery brav e m an should join heartan d han d to defen d his faith, to putthe

European s to the sw ord, an d sen d them to hell. Con ciliate all an cien tin fluen tial
lan dholders,an dpersuade them toun ite in the cause of theirrelig ion toslay an dsen d
to hell all the in fidels.M oreov er,tell them thatGov ern m en tw ill g iv e ev ery m an his
due,an dthatthose w hoassistitshall be rew arded.

D ated20th Zik ad,13th July,1857.

*****



A History of the Sepoy War in India. 1857-1858 - Volume II , Copyright © www.sanipanhwar.com 372

To the Bahadoors and Officers of Cavalry, Artillery, and Infantry at
Lucknow.

Greetin g .--A farce of abouton e thousan d B ritish,w ith sev eral g un s,w ere m archin g
tow ards Caw n pore from A llahabad. To arrest an d slay these m en an arm y w as
dispatched.The B ritish are adv an cin g rapidly.O n both sides m en fall w oun ded or
k illed.The European s are n ow w ithin sev en k oss of Caw n pore,an dthe fieldof battle is
w arm ly con tested.Itis reported thatEuropean s are com in g up the riv er in steam ers,

an d stron g defen ses hav e con sequen tly been con structed w ithout the tow n of
Caw n pore.H ere m y troops are prepared,an d ata distan ce the battle rag es;you are,
therefore,in form ed thatthe aforesaid B ritish are opposite the districtof B aisw ara,on
thisban k of the riv er.Itisv ery probable thatthey m ay attem pttocrossthe Gan g es.You
m ust,for this reason ,sen d som e troops in to the B aisw ara coun try toshutthem in on
thatside.M y force w ill press them from this direction ,an dby this com bin edaction the
slaug hterof the in fidelsm ay be achiev ed,asism ostdesirable.

S houldthese people n otbe destroyed,there can be n odoubtthey w ill presson toD elhi.
B etw een Caw n pore an dD elhi there is n oon e thatcould stan d ag ain stthem .W e m ust
w ithoutfail com bin e todestroy them rootan dbran ch.

Itis also said thatthe B ritish m ay cross the Gan g es;som e En g lish still rem ain in the
B ailey Guardan dm ain tain the fig ht,w hereas here there is n ota liv in g E n g lish person
left.S en d troops im m ediately across the riv er,atS hoorajpore,tosurroun d an d cutup

the European s.

D ated23rdZik ad,or16th July,1857.

[This is the lastof the series.O n thatsam e ev en in g H av elock 's force en cam ped n ear
Caw n pore,an dw hilstv ictory w as bein g proclaim edby the N an a's orderin the city,he
him self w asflyin g forhislife,an dhisfollow ersw ere bein g dispersedin all direction s.]

*****
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RECRUITING AT PESHAWUR.

[The following is the paragraph in Colonel Edwardes's Mutiny Report, to
which reference is made in the text. There is no contribution to the

history of the great Crisis in the Punjab more valuable or more
interesting than the document from which this extract is made;]

D elhiw as n ottobe recov eredby a coupde m ain .The H in dooS epoys,hav in g m utin ied
abouta cartridg e,hadn othin g topropose foran em pire,an dfell in of n ecessity w ith the
on ly policy thatw as feasible atthe m om en t,a M ahom edan Kin g of D elhi;an dcertain ly
n ootherpolicy couldhav e g iv en such life tothe com in g strug g le.H ithertothe question

hadbeen purely dom esticbetw een the En g lish an dtheirH in doostan ee arm y,a quarrel
in w hich the A fg han tribesw ouldm erely desire tobe on the con querin g side.B uta w ar
betw een the M oslem an d the Christian for em pire m ustn eeds ag itate ev ery v illag e in
w hich there w as a m osque an da m oollah;an dthe city of P eshaw urin particular,w ith
its sixty thousan d in habitan ts, had alw ays been a hotbed of in trig ue. H um an ly
speak in g ,Icon siderthatthe borderatthis critical periodw as m ain ly k eptun derby the
lev yin g of a m ilitia.A fg han s are fan atical,butav arice is theirrulin g passion .Ev ery idle

v ag ran t,ev ery profession al robber,ev ery truculen tstuden tin the m osques,atw hose
fin g er-en ds fan aticism w as beg in n in g to tin g le, foun d a m ark etfor his sw ord. The
population of the P eshaw urV alley hadn ev erbeen disarm ed.B ein g liable toraids from
their n eig hbors,they had been allow ed tok eep arm s in their houses;thoug h n on e but
outside v illag ers m ig htw eararm s abroad.Itw as n otdifficult,therefore,tocollectan y
n um ber of arm ed footm en ata shortn otice. Good horses are n otplen tiful in this
irrig ated coun try;butthe head m en of ev ery v illag e hav e tw oor three hack s,an d the
en listm en tof theirfarm serv an ts on these rips,attachedall the ham lets,on e by on e,to

ourcause,an dg otupquite a hearty feelin g ,such as certain ly In ev ersaw before am on g
them .O n e can sm ile n ow atthe scen es thattook place m orn in g an d ev en in g atthe
hours of en listm en t.Itw as n ecessary tosustain the dig n ity of the Im perial Gov ern m en t
ev en in our distress. L on g before the tim e crow ds of can didates for em ploym en t
thron g ed the g atew ays an d ov erflow ed in tothe g arden ,the jock eys of un con querably
v icious horses en deav orin g to reduce them to a show of docility by g allopin g them
furiously abouttill the critical m om en tof in spection cam e.A tlast,sick atheartfrom the

receiptof a hadteleg ram from the prov in ces,buten deav orin g tolook happy,outIused
to g o,an d face som e hun dreds of the chiefs an d yeom en of the coun try,all eag er to
g atherfrom the Com m ission erS ahib's coun ten an ce how the B in g of D elhi'w as g ettin g
on .Then the firsthorsem an w ouldbe broug htup.The beastperhaps w ouldn otm ov e.
The rider,the ow n er,an dall the n eig hbors w ouldassail him w ith w hips,stick s,ston es,
an d P ushtooreproaches thatm ig hthav e m ov ed a rock ;butn othin g w ould dotill the
attem ptw asg iv en up,an dthe brute'sheadturn edthe otherw ay,w hen he w en toff ata
g allopam idroarsof laug hterfrom the P atin as,w hohav e the k een estperception of both

fun an dv ice.N o.2 w ouldm ak e a shifttocom e up,butev ery m an an dboy in the crow d
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couldsee thathe w as lam e on tw oorthree leg s.Then the arg um en tbeg an ,an dleg by
leg ,blem ish by blem ish,the an im al w as prov edby a m ultitude of w itn esses (w hohad
k n ow n him forv ery m an y years)tobe perfectly soun d;an dsothe en listm en tw en ton
from day today,affordin g im m en se occupation ,profit,an d am usem en ttothe people,

an dan sw erin g a g reatm an y g eeden ds.N ow an dthen an orderly of the H in doostan ee
Irreg ular Cav alry,adm irably arm ed an d m oun ted,w ould pass the spot,an d m ark his
opin ion of the lev ies by a con tem ptuous sm ile.B ut,n ev ertheless,he toldhis com rades
in the lin es thatthe coun try people w ere all w ith the En g lish,an d itw as of n ouse to
desertortoin trig ue.

*****

SIR HENRY BARNARD'S LAST LETTER TO THE GOVERNOR-
GENERAL.

The follow in g letterw as w ritten toL ordCan n in g by S irH .B arn ard,three days before
his death.H e seem s tohav e desiredthat,in the ev en tof his dem ise,its con ten ts should
be m ade k n ow n tothe w orld.

Cam pabov e D elhi,July 2,1857.

M Y D E A R L O RD CA N N IN G;— Ere this reaches you,the busin ess here w ill hav e been
settled;if successfully,w ell;if a failure,Ishall lik e toleav e behin dm e a brief recordof
the serv ice of the little force.

The w ork of reduction orre-occupation of D elhiw as ev iden tly g reatly un derestim ated.
D elhi,w hen on ce its g ates w ere shut,an d its im m en se arsen al an d m ag azin e in the
han ds of in surg en ttroops,becam e a form idable operation to reduce.W hen added to
this the passion s of the people w ere roused, an d the cry raised of a n ew 'M og ul

dyn asty,'itbecam e as'im portan tasform idable.

W ith m ean stotally in adequate,thisforce w assen tag ain stit,rein forcedby detachm en ts
from M eerut, w ho w ere to hav e prov ided sappers, g un n ers, an d field im plem en ts;
w hen all had form ed a jun ction the force barely arriv ed atthree thousan d eig ht
hun dred. M eerutsen tn o g un n ers, an d on ly a sm all n um ber of sappers, an d these
un prov ided.O n the 8th Jun e w e started from A lipore,m etthe en em y atB udlie-k a-

S erai,an dfrom then ce drov e them from the heig htabov e D elhi.H ere the Com m an din g
A rtillerym an , an d Chief E n g in eer proposed to com m en ce the attack ; batteries w ere
plan n edan derected,butthe distan ce w astoog reat.A ftereig htdays,Ifoun dthe side of
the tow n w hich m ustbe silen cedbefore w e g otapproaches quite as aliv e as ev er.The
A rtillerym an adm itted the distan ce too g reat,an d the En g in eer his in ability to m ak e
batteries,hav in g positiv ely n ota sin g le san dbag !Iw as prom ised rein forcem en ts,an d
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for their arriv al Ideterm in ed tow ait.They hav e arriv ed,an d n ow com es the decisiv e
m om en t,an d I con fess to you I n ev er w as so puzzled.The force I hav e am oun ts to
aboutfiv e thousan d,an d com prises alm ostall the European s in the Upper P rov in ces;
quite en oug h,if free,to reestablish the coun try,butquite in sufficien tto storm D elhi,

g uardthe cam p,an dk eepopen M y com m un ication s w ith the rearforsupplies,& c.If I
succeedin the g am bler's throw ,w ell an dg ood,butif Ifail,the g am e is up,an dall Ican
expectto be able to do w ould be to effectan hon orable retreat, carryin g off sick ,
w oun ded,an d g un s.To add to m y distresses,dissatisfaction is prov ed to existin the
N ativ e troops justarriv ed,an d som e hav e been detected in tryin g totam per w ith the
m en of Cok e's Corps.These fellow s are tobe han g ed ton ig ht;butthe N in th Irreg ular
Cav alry an d som e of the S eik h Corps are k n ow n to be tain ted, an d w ould lik e an
opportun ity of doin g us an y m ischief they could.Thus itis,w ith en em ies w ithout,

traitors w ithin ,an d a task before m e I can n otin reason feel m y force com peten tto
un dertak e,I am called upon to decide.M uch is said aboutthe N ativ e character an d
aptitude atturn in g tail,butw here the treasure is Ifearthe heartw ill be foun dalso,for
all these m iscrean ts are laden w ith plun derthey w ill n otaban don ,an dthey k n ow full
w ell thatev ery m an 'shan disag ain stthem .They dare n otfly.

M y m en are v ery tired;w e hav e hadsin ce the action of B udlie-k a-S erain oless than ten

affairs,sev en of w hich em ployed m y w hole force,cav alry an d in fan try;in each w e
experien cedheav y loss,butin flictedg reater.The traitors are,orratherw ere,tired;they
open ly saiditw as n ouse fig htin g ,an dthatun less assistedthey w ouldfly in fourdays.
Yesterday broug htthem the B areilly people,sow e shall hav e our elev en th tom orrow .
A fterthatIthin k the g am e is ov er.The Gw aliors are n otcom in g on ,an dw e shall hav e
defeated them all in turn .B utto be useful I m usten ter the city,an d this w ill,I am
fearful,be a san g uin ary affair,foritis clearthe S epoy k n ow s w ell how tofig htbehin d
ston e w alls.

Ihope tohearof the headof the European colum n s com in g upfrom Calcutta,an dthen
m attersw ill beg in tolook upag ain .

P ray excuse this scraw l;itis w ritten in a g ale of w in d.The rain has fallen fortw odays,
butitisag ain fin e.

V ery truly yours,
H .B A RN A RIP

*****
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THE BENARES RAJAHS.

[The following extract, from an important paper furnished to me by a
distinguished officer of the Bengal Civil Service, with large experience

in the North-Western Provinces, should have been inserted in its proper
place in the Appendix:]

H ow ,w hen ce,or w herefore the n otion of disloyalty attached to the Rajah of B en ares
an d his predecessors w as a m ystery. Itw as som ethin g lik e an epidem ic.W hatev er
others m ig ht hav e said an d don e, the presen t on e had receiv ed a g ood En g lish

education ,w as pleasan tan dg en tlem an ly,liberal in the m atterof publicen tertain m en ts
an dcon tribution s.Yet,som ehow ,he w as n otpopularw ith officials,the can ton m en t,or
the city.The on ly person sw hoseem edtocom m en dhim w ere the m ission ariesof S eg ra,
w hoatleastdw eltn earesttohisordin ary residen ce atRam n ug g ur.

B y slow deg rees Ig otsom e en lig hten m en ton the subject.W hen the adm in istration of
the B en aresP rov in ce w asm ade ov ertoB ritish officers,itw ascov en an tedthatthe Rajah

shouldretain a special jurisdiction ov ercertain tracts called'the fam ily dom ain s;'thata
fixed sum should be g iv en him for the m ain ten an ce of his ow n official establishm en t,
an d a fixed ren t-charg e on the w hole prov in ce.N ow the Collector of B en ares,from
w hose treasury the disbursem en ts w ere m ade,hada v ery w eak establishm en t,an dw as
alw ays lon g in g to supplem en tthe deficien cy from the Rajah's allow an ce. Itw as a
con stan tsource of con ten tion — the tw o establishm en ts,or a portion ,w ere un der the
sam e roof,an dassistan ce w asoften exacted.Un happily,too,M r.Thom ason len thim self
toa projectfor a com pulsory cession .Itappeared tom e the publicfaith w as pledg ed;

the orig in al cov en an t w as broug ht up, its term s w ere clear; the perpetuity an d
un chan g eablen ess absolutely expressed.In fin e,the Courtof D irectors affirm ed this
judg m en t,an dthisquestion w asen ded....

W hen ,after som e years of better acquain tan ce,Iw as aboutto leav e B en ares,Iask ed
him toexplain this still un solv ed,m ysterious adhesion of disloyalty tohis predecessors
an dhim self,an dif he w as aw are of it.H is an sw erw as rem ark able:Itis so,itm ustbe

so,italw aysw ill be so,butIcan n otasa poin tof hon orexplain the reason .You k n ow as
w ell as Idothatthe B ritish Gov ern m en tm ade this Raj,an d if thatGov ern m en tw en t
dow n ,w here w ouldthe Raj be?

S ow e parted,an dIleftB en aresn ow iseron thispoin tthan w hen Icam e.A tlast,by the
m erestacciden t,Ig otthe clue.

In 1857,w hen w e w ere im m uredin A g ra Fort,an ditw asm y duty tocon trol ev ery item

of disbursem en t,an applican tfor his pen sion w as an n oun ced:The Rajah of B en ares!
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W hoon earth are you? The Rajah of B en ares,B ultun B ahadur.Com e form y pen sion of
tw othousan d rupees per m en sem .Iask ed him tobrin g m e all his papers;he had n o
hesitation ,an dw as,in fact,abun dan tly com m un icativ e.

N ow ,n ev er on ce had the real Rajah of B en ares g iv en m e the leasthin tof an y such
person 's existen ce.Yethere w as the g ran dson of the rebel CheytS in g ,w hose expulsion
bad been follow ed by the substitution of the presen tlin e, receiv in g a Gov ern m en t
boun ty con dition ally,lik e S him ei of old,on his n otcrossin g the boun dary of the A g ra
district,an dhe hadcon triv edtog etcopiesof secretpapers,from w hich itappearedthat
the Courtof D irectors, perhaps in alarm atB urk e's v ituperation , had of their ow n
m otion g ran ted this allow an ce to the fam ily of the deposed rebel.In readin g these
papers,itrecurredtom e thaton on e occasion ,w hen Iw en ttov isitthe fam ous fortof

B ejeg urh,CheytS in g 's laststron g hold,an elephan tan dpalan quin w ere there atthe foot
of the hill,w hich m ov ed off atm y approach,an d w hich did n otreturn ,w hen Isen ta
m essag e tothe party beg g in g him n ottocon siderm y presen ce a hin dran ce.S oIm ade a
shotan dtaxedB ulum B ahadurw ith bein g thatparty.A fterm uch hesitation he allow ed
I w as rig ht,an d w as im m en sely reliev ed thatw e had both g on e to the sam e place,
seein g thathisg ran dfatheran dm in e (w how asatthe capture)hadon ce been there,an d
S him ei's fate should n otbe his.A fter w hich,B ulum B ahadur w as full of in tellig en ce.

H e,of course,w as brim ful of loyalty,w hile 'thatotherm an ,'as he calledhim ,w as head
an dchief in all the m utin ies an dlocal rebellion s,an dclosely associatedw ith the N an a.
Itw as on e of our am usem en ts in the in tellig en ce departm en t,w ith w hich the Rajah of
B an ares w as k eepin g up com m un ication atg reatperson al expen se,an d all the m ore
v aluable thatw e badn oother,exceptvia B om bay,tohav e B .B .'s g rav e reports of 'that

otherm an 's'defection s.

N otlon g afterw ards cam e an other acciden tal elucidation .The records of the Rev en ue

B oardhadbeen g otten in tothe Fortan dstow edan yhow in itsrecesses.W hen there w as
leisure for som e arran g em en t,som e papers turn ed up w hich had belon g ed tothe old
B en ares Residen cy. A m on g st them w as som e secret correspon den ce w ith L ord
Corn w allis,an dthisw ith othersexplain edthe m ystery.

The B en ares Raj orig in atedw ith M un sa Ram ,a sm all lan dow n erof Gun g apoor.B y the
ability of B ulw un tS in g ,an drepeatedcession s of the N aw aub V izier,itexten dedtothe

w hole prov in ce,an d B ulw un tS in g fixed his hold of itby allian ce w ith the En g lish— a
defection n otforg iv en n orforg otten by O ude.

B ulw un tS in g w as succeeded by CheytS in g ,w hoquarreled w ith his m in ister,O w san
S in g ,the g ran dfatherof D een arayun S in g .The m in istertook partw ith H astin g s,Cheyt
S in g in trig uedw ith Fran cis.

Then follow ed H astin g s's journ ey to B en ares, the arrestof CheytS in g , his rescue,

rebellion ,defeat,an d flig htto Gw alior,an d the selection of his successor.H astin g s
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thoug htitdue toB ulw un tS in g tochoose his daug hter's son ,M aheepN arayun .H adhe
follow edthe usag e an dtradition s of the tribe,he w ouldhav e rev ertedtothe n extm ale
lin e of D eyaram ,of w hich Koon rJug g utS in g w asthe represen tativ e.

Thatm ig hthav e passed aw ay in to obliv ion , on the adm itted prin ciple thatif the
param oun tGov ern m en tcan depose,itcan also choose;but,un fortun ately,M aheep
N arayun ,jealous of Koon r Jug g utS in g 's g reater popularity,basely en deav oured,an d
forthe tim e succeeded,in im plicatin g Koon rJug g utS in g in V izierA lee's rebellion .H e
w as deported to Calcutta,an d,accordin g to som e accoun ts,died in g aol;to others,
com m itted suicide.Ultim ately,Gov ern m en tg av e a pen sion to his fam ily,an d B aboo
Futteh N arayun ,a w orthy,harm less old g en tlem an ,his descen dan t,is still residen tat
B en ares.

W hen In extv isitedB en ares,Itoldthe Rajah the discov eries Ihadm ade.H e w as n ota
little aston ished,but,after m an y throes,spok e outto this effect:O f course Ik n ew all
aboutB ulum B ahadur,his v isittoB ejeg urh,an dhis detestation of "thatotherm an ."B ut
is he n otthe lin eal m ale descen dan tof B ulw un tS in g ? W hatam I thatI should
com plain ? Iam an in terloperaccordin g tothe law s of the B oen hartribe,an dg en erally
m ay pass,butw e shall be in terlopersstill.B y fav orof the B ritish Gov ern m en tw e m ig ht

g etov er this,butthe m em ory of Koon r Jug g n tS in g 's fate w ill n ev erpass aw ay.Itcan
n ev erleav e the city of B en ares,n orcan the secession of B ulw un tS in g ev erbe forg otten
in L uck n ow .If you w an tm e tobe han g edasa traitor,you w ill g etplen ty of aidin those
quarters.B ut,surely,Isaid,B abooFutteh N arayun S in g w ouldn otlen dhim self toan y
such in trig ue? N o,on n o accoun t,he replied;buthe pleasan tly added:H e is alw ays
in currin g debts,an dI,of course,shall pay them ashitherto. W ell, I said, I hope you
an d D een arayun S in g w ill be alw ays g ood frien ds. H e sm iled. Certain ly; but,
rem em ber,O w san S in g betrayedCheytS in g .

O f course n othin g of this in n er rev elation of N ativ e character had been m ade to M r.
Tuck er or M r. Gubbin s, an d itis n otsurprisin g thatn either of them form ed just
estim ates of the tw oleadin g m en of B en ares durin g the m utin ies.M r.Tuck er w as too
apttocon siderphysical activ ity an elem en tof loyalty,M r.Gubbin s w as extrem e in his
lik es an ddislik es;the con sequen ce w as,w here,as the resultsubsequen tly prov ed,both
haddon e theirduty,on e w asextrav ag an tly com m en ded,the otherdisparag ed.

D een arayun S in g behav edn obly;butbe hadon ly a house in B en ares,hislan dedestates
w ere in an other districtoutof harm 's w ay. The other had an exten siv e districtto
protect;his treasures w ere plun deredtothe cry of The N aw aubee an dhis m easures for
protection w ere reg ardedw ith suspicion .

W hen the political atm osphere w as clear,an dGeorg e Edm on ston e's cool judg m en tw as
av ailable,the circum stan ces an dthe in div iduals w ere bettercon sidered.Ican on ly g iv e

the g en eral result,forIhadquittedIn dia before.The Rajah of B en ares w as prom otedto
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the ran k of M aha-Rajah,an d his salute restored toits in teg rity.D een arayun S in g w as
con firm ed in the dig n ity of Rajah,an d hon ored w ith a seatin the L eg islativ e Coun cil,
butthe proposal of the local officers to con fer on him a territory larg er than m an y
E n g lish coun ties w as reduced to m ore reason able proportion s. Good old Futteh

N arayun S in g ,w hodidhisbest,alsohada liberal g ran tassig n edhim .

*****

CEREMONIAL USAGES OF THE DELHI FAMILY.

21,M eek len burg h square,W .C.,Jun e 29,1870.

M Y D E A RA N D RES P ECTED FRIEN D ,— Iam in receiptof yourfav orof yesterday,an d
am g ladtog iv e you asm uch in form ation asIcan on the poin tin question .

Itisn otthe factthatsin ce the tim e of Tim ourn om em berof the fam ily,w hohadbeen in
an y m an n erm utilated,couldsitupon the thron e.The bestproof of w hich is,thatall the

M og ul Em perors,from Tim ourdow n toH um ayun ,w ere circum cised.The reason w hy
the M og ul Em perorsan dP rin cesdiscon tin uedthe rite of circum cision isasfollow s:

A boutthe tim e of the birth of the Em perorA k bar,his father,H um ayun ,bein g en g ag ed
in a w arw ith S here S hah,w as com pelledby the lattertofly from In dia an dtak e refug e
in P ersia.H istory tells us thatH um ay n n an dA k barw ere placedin such circum stan ces
thatthe form er could g etn o opportun ity of hav in g his son (A k bar)circum cised,an d

w hen H um ayun recov ered the thron e of D elhi,his son w as som ew hatabouttw elv e
years of ag e,so thatthe proper tim e of circum cision had expired.In addition to this
circum stan ce,the death of H um ayim ,w hich took place n otm ore thin aboutsix m on ths
afterhis retak in g D elhi,ren deredthe people in -differen tas tothe abov e rite n othav in g
been perform ed, as, in fact, M ahom edan s do n ot con sider it so im portan t or
in dispen sable a rig htasthe Jew sdo.

The in term arriag es w ith the H in dooprin cely fam ilies of In dia,a custom in troducedby

A k bar,caused the Im perial -fam ily to adoptm an y H in doo custom s an d cerem on ies,
the con sequen ce bein g thatthe m ale issue from the H in dooprin cesses w ere,accordin g
to the H in doo relig ion ,n otcircum cised.A fter a few g en eration s,this H in doo custom
becam e so prev alen tin the Im perial fam ily,thatn ota sin g le m em ber of the w hole
M og ul D y n asty w as circum cised— a circum stan ce w hich produced a superstitious
n otion am on g the com m on people thatthe Royal fam ily w ere n otcircum cisedbecause
m utilation w ascon sidereda badom en .

P rin ce Fuk hroodin w as circum cised on accoun tof an affection ;butthis circum stan ce
couldbe n obartohis com in g tothe thron e.B ahaudoorS hah w as a m ere puppetin the
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han ds of his con sort;an d this latter,w hoopposed Fuk hroodin bein g n om in ated heir-
apparen t,orig in atedthism erely n om in al objection .

H opin g thatthe in form ation thatIhav e been able to g iv e on the poin tw ill be foun d

satisfactory,

B eliev e m e,ev erv ery truly yours,
S YED A H M ED .

J.W .Kaye Esq.

*****
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POSTSCRIPT TO NEW EDITION.
THE CARABINEERS ON THE TENTH OF MAY.

IT w asstatedin the firstedition of thisv olum e thatthe turn in g outof the Carabin eersat
M eeruton the 10th of M ay,1857,w as delayedby the slow process of a reg im en tal roll-
call.This Colon el Custan ce den ied,an d supported his den ial w ith an ov erw helm in g
am oun tof docum en tary ev iden ce. I therefore w rote him the subjoin ed letter, w ith

perm ission topublish it:
P en g e,S urrey,D ec.20,1870.

S IR,Iam perfectly con v in ced,by the docum en tary ev iden ce w hich you hav e afforded
m e (Ishould hav e been satisfied,in deed,w ith your ow n den ial),thatthe statem en tat
pag e 65 of the secon dv olum e of m y H istory of the S epoy W ar,tothe effectthaton the
10th of M ay, atM eerut, there w as a roll-call of the Carabin eers (then un der your
com m an d) before they m ov ed outag ain stthe S epoy m utin eers, w as based upon

erron eous in form ation .A s the passag e w as w ritten som e years ag o,Ican n ot,w ithouta
laborious search,w hich I hav e n otyethad tim e to m ak e,ascertain the authority or
authorities on w hich the statem en tw as m ade;butw hatev er the authority m ay hav e
been ,Ireg retthatI should hav e been ,how ev er un in ten tion ally,the m ean s of g iv in g
publicity toa statem en tatv arian ce w ith the fact.In eed n otadd,thatIw ish todoall
thatlies in m y pow er to correctthe error in future issues of m y H istory;an d all the
m ore w illin g ly,as Ihav e reason tobeliev e thatthe story w hich Ihav e published w as

com m on ly acceptedas a factbefore the appearan ce of m y book .Im ay addtothis that
from a careful perusal an dcollation of the sev eral docum en ts w hich you hav e sen tm e,
con tain in g the ev iden ce of officers an d n on -com m ission ed officers of your reg im en t,it
appears that the Carabin eers, w hen proceedin g tow ards the L in es of the N ativ e
battalion s, w ere coun term arched, by order con v eyed to you by a staff-officer, an d
m arched tow ards the g aol, w hich lies, at a con siderable distan ce, in a differen t
direction . Itseem s that, on reachin g the g aol, itw as foun d thatthe prison ers had
already escaped,sothe Carabin eersw ere m archedback ag ain tow ardsthe N ativ e L in es.

O n their return , dark n ess hav in g setin , they losttheir w ay, althoug h un der the
g uidan ce of the staff-officer w ho had directed you to the g aol.Thatthis w as the real
cause of the tardin essw ith w hich you reportedyourarriv al on the g en eral parade tothe
B rig adier is sufficien tly plain from the ev iden ce w hich you hav e afforded m e.Ihav e
m uch pleasure in in form in g you thatI am perfectly satisfied of the truth of these
statem en ts.

You m ay m ak e an y use of thisletterthatyou m ay w ish.
Iam yoursfaithfully,

J.W .KA TE.
M ajorGen eral Custan ee,C.B .
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[A fterthis hadbeen published,Ireceiv edan otherletteron the subject,w hich Ialsofeel
boun d topublish;an d Iam the m ore w illin g tog iv e itpublicity,because the record is
hig hly hon orable to the splen did reg im en t(thoug h in M ay,1857,ow in g to acciden tal
circum stan ces,itw as n otin the heig htof its splen dor) w hich Colon el Custan ce then

com m an ded.Ithoug htw hen Ilastsaw it,on the occasion of L ordM ayo's fun eral,that
such a reg im en tm ig hthav e dem olishedatleasthalf of the N ativ e Cav alry of B en g al:]

*****

Jun iorU.S .Club,P all M all,L on don ,Feb.27,1871.

D EA R S IR,— O n return hom e Ihav e look ed ov erm y m em oran da of M eerutan dD elhi

in 1857,an dhav e carefully readthe passag e in yourH istory tow hich Colon el Custan ce,
of the Carabin eers,tak es objection .A s Ican person ally v ouch forcertain poin ts,1 here
state them .

The Carabin eers turn ed outw ith extrem e rapidity.Ioug htto k n ow ,for itw as Iw ho
ordereda serg ean tof the reg im en tfrom the bridg e close tothe parade of the m utin eers
torun toColon el Custan ce him self,an dIsen ta riflem an alsotothe B rig ade O ffice.This

w as the firstin tim ation g iv en ,as the firin g in w hich Colon el Fin n is an d others w ere
k illed,w as then proceedin g .This serg ean tafterw ards told m e thatColon el Custan ce
had in stan tly ordered outhis reg im en t, an d, on reachin g his house m yself a few
m in utes later,Isaw the reg im en ton its parade rapidly g ettin g ready,an dI heard the roll
called in the troop nearest me,an im portan tduty w hich n og oodserg ean tw ill om iton an y

occasion ,ashe can n otreporthism en presen tif he hasn otascertain edit.

Colon el Custan ce an d his reg im en thad toaw aitorders,an d if an y delay took place it

w as,Iim ag in e,ow in g tothe v ery late arriv al on the scen e of Gen eral H ew ittfrom his
house,distan ta lon g w ay off,an dfrom w hen ce,half dressed,an dupsetm en tally an d
physically,he hadbeen broug htby L ieuten an tW arde,Elev en th Reg im en t,N .I.H e w as
v ery old an d feeble. The Carabin eers w ere in broad daylig htordered n otto the
m utin eers'parade-g roun dclose by,buttothe prison som e m iles off,an dthe serv ices of
Colon el Custan ce an d of his fin e reg im en t,both of them able an d ready to obey an y
orderlon g before itw as issued,w ere lostpro tem.Im yself saw the reg im en tdraw n up

an d ready for orders,an d I do n otbeliev e the slig htestdelay occurred w hen those
ordersw ere receiv edby Colon el Custan ce.

A fterthe Carabin eershadlefttheirparade,Irode acrossboth the parade-g roun dsof the
tw om utin eerreg im en ts totry toreach the house of M rs.Cham bers.L ieuten an tS helley
an d an other officer w ished to accom pan y m e,an d the form er len tm e his A rab.A s I
crossed, the S epoys w ere then plun derin g m y reg im en tal m ag azin e; som e on their
k n ees,an dall cryin g ,Q uick ,brother,quick !D elhi,D elhi an dIsaw a stream of S epoys

an dtroopersg oin g off tow ardsthe D elhiRoad.
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The S epoystook little n otice,butIsaw sev eral officerslyin g dead,an don e dyin g raised
him self as I passed.I had alm ostreached the house of M rs.Cham bers,then in her
v eran dah,an dlook in g atm e,w hen fiv e orsix N ativ e troopers spreadouttocutm e off,

an d forced m e back .Ev en then butfew shots w ere fired atm e.Ireturn ed to Colon el
Custan ce's house,an d then w en tto the A rtillery L in es,an d earn estly an d repeatedly
beg g ed Gen eral H ew ittto letm e ride to D elhi an d g iv e w arn in g .Colon el S m yth an d
M ajor H arriottw ere by,an d the latter urg ed the Gen eral to sen d m e,buthe refused
'unless I obtained Colonel Wilson's permission.'Thatofficer w as activ ely en g ag ed in the

station ,a v ery larg e on e,an d I,ow in g tobein g m isdirected,could n otfin d him ;an d I
corroborate his statem en tin yourH istory thathe didn otk n ow thatev en in g forcertain
'w here the en em y hadg on e.'You retain Gen eral H ew itt's,Colon el S m yth's,an dM ajor

H arriott's letters statin g thatI offered to ride throug h the m utin eers to D elhi; an d
Gen eral H ew ittstates Ididsoat7.30 P .M .,10th M ay,1857,butthis w as m y thirdan d
lastoffertohim ,afteran houran da half hadbeen lostby him in sen din g m e ag ain an d
ag ain toColon el W ilson forperm ission !

The abov e prov es the correctn ess of your n arrativ e both as to the factof the roll-call,
an d thatthe en em y couldhav e been attack ed in broaddaylig hton theirow n parades,

an dfollow edup toD elhi.Thatthey w ere in a state of 'scare,'Icouldm yself testify.S ir
H .D uran d an d S ir G.Yule both speak in the attested copies of their letters in your
han dsastothe im portan ce of w arn in g the D elhiauthoritiesof w hathadhappen ed.

B oth Colon el Custan ce an d his fin e reg im en tw ere in am ple tim e tohav e attack ed the
m utin eers,an dw ere quite ready foraction ;an ditw as,Isubm it,n ofaultof eitherthat
the reg im en tw asorderedoff elsew here,an dourk ith an dk in lefttoperish.

Isaw Captain Rosser,Carabin eers,late the sam e ev en in g ,an don m y statin g thatIhad
n early reached M rs.Cham bers,he said Iw ill follow them n ow w ith a troop,an d,for
aug htIk n ow ,m ade the offer,butthe en em y hadthen aboutfourhours'start.

Itw as early n extm orn in g thatIfoun d M rs.Cham bers's body n ak ed an d burn tin the
corn er of her g arden .Ihad been w ith her husban d all n ig htv ain ly searchin g for her,
an dhe k n ew of m y effortstosav e herthe n ig htbefore,an doften than k edm e.

A s Iw as the on ly officerw hoofferedtoride throug h the m utin eers toD elhialon e,an d
w hotrav ersed the city early n extm orn in g from en d toen d (alon e also),tosecure the
prison er alluded to in your H istory,I n aturally feltdeeply hurtatm y reception by
Gen eral H ew itt,w ho in sisted I w as rom an cin g (un til the prison er corroborated m y
assertion ),an d thatthe city w as full of arm ed m en .Itis of course possible thatthere
w ere m an y arm edm en ,butIdidn otsee them ,an dthey w ere quieten oug h,thoug h a
rabble aton ce surroun dedm e.
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Ilostm y V ictoria Cross by n otbein g allow ed to g o to D elhi,an d ag ain ow in g to m y
illn ess,afterholdin g the flag staff an dg un s,the on ly postthatdidn otg iv e w ay on the
leftflan k on the 12th Jun e,1857.The Gen eral (B arn ard)shook m e by the han d,an dthe
actin g A djutan t-Gen eral (Gen eral N orm an ,C.B .),ack n ow ledg es thatI held the post

an d g un s w ith on ly n in e or ten m en ,m ostly w oun ded,the en em y g ettin g dow n ev en
in tocam p.Ilefthisletterin yourhan ds.

You holdthe w ritten testim on y of fourcolon els presen ton the occasion thatIdeserv ed
the V .C.,w hereas in m y tw en ty-sev en th year of serv ice Iam still a captain .O f course
m y presen ce there w as a luck y hit;butsoable an officeras Gen eral N orm an orGen eral
S ir H .D uran d (w hostates itw as a m ostim portan tserv ice),w ould n othav e g iv en m e
creditif Ididn otdeserv e it.

If you thin k of referrin g to Colon el Custan ce in an in troductory chapter to your n ex t
v olum e,or elsew here,this n ote — fully corroboratin g the accuracy of your H istory— is
atyour serv ice.If the ev iden ce of an officer in m y hum ble position can be of an av ail,
v on ran m ak e w hatuse you please of this lettern ow oratan y tim e.Than k in g you for
your person al courtesy to m yself, an d w ith best w ishes for the success of your
im portan tw ork ,

Irem ain ,yoursfaithfully,
H .L E CH A M P IO N ,
Captain 101stFoot,

L ate L E CH A M P IO N M O L L ER,
11th Reg im en t,N .I.

[Ihav e subm itted this letter toGen eral Custan ce,w how rites thatthe roll-call w hich

Captain M ollerheardm usthav e been thatof the un m oun tedm en of the reg im en t.H ere
Im ustleav e the question forthe judg m en tofthe public.]

[A s reg ards Captain Rosser's offer to tak e a detachm en tof Cav alry an d som e H orse
A rtillery g un s to D elhi,on the n ig htof the 10th of M ay,I should state thatI hav e
receiv ed a letter from M rs.Rosser,en closin g on e from her husban d,w ritten shortly
after the outbreak ,m ostdistin ctly assertin g thathe m ade the offer,w hich has been

den iedby the authorities;an dIm ustadm itthatall Ihav e heard,sin ce the firstedition
of this w ork w as published,stren g then s the con v iction thatthe offerw as m ade,thoug h
n ot,perhaps,in accordan ce w ith those strictm ilitary rules,w hich thoug h recog n izedin
quiettim es,m ustbe departedfrom in a g reatcrisis.

*****

EN D O FV O L UM E II.


