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NOTICE.

In the comparison of Charles Napier and Desaix, 1st Vol., the
French general is represented as a small man ; but it would appear
from Marshal Marmont’s memoirs that he was tall.

The description of the swordplayer’s feat, vol. 2—cutting an orange
on Bir C. Napier'’s hand—has, it is said, been taken as implying
a horizontal stroke. That would not have been remarkable as
regards dexterity or nerve. The cut was vertical—downwards, on to
the hand.




LIFE

or

CHARLES JAMES NAPIER.

SIXTEENTH EPOCH. )

SEVENTH PERIOD.

"How little Charles Napier allowed ill-treatment to affect his
public conduct is now to be shewn. Comprehending the
art of governing largely, he with a stoic’s austerity set all
personal feelings aside while labouring in that vocation:
and his Memoir on Scinde, before mentioned, as hastily
composed for Sir John Hobhouse, will indicate his power of
mind in the accomplishment.

“Memoir on Scinde, 1846.—As the system on which I
have governed Scinde for near four years is not known at
home, except to Lord Ellenborough, it may be well to give
a slight sketch of it.

“1°. State of the People.—The people of Scinde are
wild, uneducated, and warlike, but a noble nation if the word
nation can be applied to men who have no national feelings,
no union. They are divided into tribes, some stationary,
some nomadic. All are addicted to robbery and murder, if
we choose to call their acts by those names; but to do so
would not be strictly just, because no law existed under Voe
4 vor v, B
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Ameers against such crimes, in which those princes largely
participated. A few general rules did exist under the
Mahometan rulers, but were so entirely open to every species
of corrupt influence that it is an abuse of terms to call them
laws. They only applied, if applied at all, to the first of
three great classes into which the population is divided, viz.
Beloochees, Scindees, Hindoos.

“The first are Mahometans, and till the conquest were
masters of the other two, who were their slaves. The Scin-
dees were absolute serfs, over whom every petty Belooch
chief held the power of life and death, and used it frecly.
Each tribe protected itself, because in reality no law existed;
and in a very curious way they did so. Tribe A, being in
want, would rob tribe B, which took no notice of the depre-
dation for a time, longer or shorter according to circum-
stances. But when the proper time came for remuneration,
tribe B, having perhaps a quarrel with tribe C, proposed to
pardon A if it would help B to rob C. This accepted, a
small compensation for the original robbery made up the
quarrel between A and B, and so on. Thus a sort of rotatory
system of plunder, well understood, went on amongst all the
tribes.

“In this manner pressing necessities were relieved by
what may be rather called forced loans than robbery; and
between these domestic attacks there intervened the plunder
of travellers, and the levying of black mail on caravans.
This black mail, with a limited but existing commerce,
enabled the tribes to live in a country where neither lodging,
nor clothing, nor firing, are needed, and where the greatest
chief lives under a mat stretched on a few poles. It is true
the richer Hindoos have houses in the towns; but they are
built of mud, and purposely wretched in appearance, or the
Ameers would have instantly squeezed money from the
owners.

“The above system seems to us robbery, to the people of
Scinde a conventional arrangement well understood, and
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proposed reconciliation, they said my sword was stronger
than their swords, and what I ordered they would obey.

“ Here it must be remarked, that on a reconciliation it
is not unusual for the murderer to give a sister, or daughter,
in marriage to the next akin of the murdered man; and I
have known a daughter of a slain man given to his slayer.
Educated to expect this, it is not by the women considered
8o shocking as it would be with us.

“From the time & blood feud begins an exact account is
kept, and until both parties have slain an equal number no
reconciliation can take place: sometimes not then; and so
accurately is this account kept, that it even comprises
wounds not mortal. This is all murder according to our
ideas, but among them is no more so than duels amongst
us; not indeed so much, for we, if we choose to &eek it,
have a protection in law, whereas these people before the
conquest had no other protection. The terms, robbers and
murderers, cannot therefore justly apply to the people of
Scinde ; and as to petty thieving it is scarcely known, except
a little in the large towns, and in our cantonments, filled
as they are with blackguards from Bombay.

“This perfect division of tribes prevented their having
any national feelings, or any attachment whatever to their
late masters the Ameers. I saw this at my first coming,
and on the conquest turned it to account, by giving each
chief all he possessed before the battle of Meeanee, and also
greater security of possession: for under the Ameers no
man who was not very powerful was secure of his jaghire.
I thus attached the nobles to an order of things giving them
advantages not before enjoyed; and I acquired great know-
ledge of their feelings from the collectors:—especially from
Captain Rathborne the collector at Hydrabad, who lives on
intimate terms with the most powerful of them, and is him-
self an officer of great ability.

“ System of Government.—I shall now state my mode of
governing and reclaiming these rude people.
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made common cause: by leaving them their swords and
shields, them alone, their personal consequence and appear-
ance was augmented, and their vanity flattered. Their
followers cared little for the deprivation, not being worked
up to anger by the chiefs; but if so worked, in a contrary
case, would bave cared much, and been prompt to use the
arms against us. All was received with good temper, and
the chiefs girded with their swords acquired additional im-
portance.

“ But this was not all. The Scindees and the Hindoos
who never were allowed to bear arms, the first being all
oultivators the last all merchants, also acquired importance,
which pleased them much. They found themselves on a
level as to civil rights with their former tyrants, by having
the latter pulled down, which gratified them perhaps more
than being raised themselves. They were no longer in awe
of the armed Belooch, whose scymitar had been before
drawn on the slightest provocation and fatally applied. It
is now man to man, and the Scindee is as good as the
Belooch in a bodily contest, allowing for the habitual fear of
the slave ; this cannot be at once removed, and prevails the
more strongly from those unhappy reports, spread by the
infamous Indian press, that the Ameers are to be restored.

“A letter arrived last Christmas from the ex-Ameers,
stating that Lord Ashley had written to them, saying they
were to return and live on the frontier as private gentlemen.
I am unable to say what truth there is in this report, but
the Hindoo merchants believed in it; and in consequence
thereof sent quantities of their money away to Muscat and
Bowbay, and prepared to abandon Scinde. The first notice
I had of it was from a great sirdar, nephew of the Ameers—
a man who stood by them to the last against us, and who
possesses a principality in Scinde, restored to him by me,
a8 a reward for his faith to his family. He fought at
Meeanee and at Dubba, and again in the desert; and when
Mohamed the Lion fled from Scinde this sirdar laid his
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the sudden ebullitions of temper peculiar to men of hot
climates.

*“ Collection of Revenue.— When the above-mentioned
steps were effected, I divided the country in three great col-
lectorates, each having a head-collector, and a certain number
of deputies, all English officers. They are all magistrates,
with restricted powers of punishment, and to help them I
gave them the whole. establishment of the Ameers for col-
lecting money and inflicting vengeance. As to punishing
moral crimes the Ameers never interfered. The only crime
in their eyes was disobedience of their orders; and those
orders had but two objects; amassing money and obtaining
materials for their debaucheries. The last was easy, being
only painful to individuals; but the first opened a door to
great and general calamity, to injustice, torture, wholesale
ruin.

* Their machinery for general extortion consisted of £ar-
dars, head men of villages, who collected the taxes: of
umbardars, who, when the grain was collected, took charge
for the Ameers. Each of these kardars and umbardars had
their familiars to execute their orders, and what those
orders were depended upon what the kardars generally were;
not always though, as the following fact shows. If the
price of grain was high, the Ameers ordered the kardars to
sell immediately at a price stated in the order, one always
above the market price, and to place the money in the
treasury without delay. The kardars would then assemble
the richest people, divide the grain, make each take a por-
tion and pay the money instantly, perhaps more for his
own pocket. If any refused a hot iron ramrod was placed
between his thighs as he hung by his thumbs from a beam.
The money being thus collected, and God help the kardars
if it were not, each zemindar, or farmer, took his forced
purchase away and divided it in like manner, and with like
persuasion amongst his ryots, who, being poorer, had
larger allowances of hot ramrods. The kardar in such cases
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own .country; but it is very possible the directors do not
think that so advisable and wise as it appears to me.

‘ Such is the simple process by which justice is adminis-
tered in Scinde, and the frequent disagreements between the
opinions of the magistrates, military commissioners, judge
fdvocate and governor, proves in ‘my opinion the indepen-
dence of:the judges, and the good working of the system.
It is merciful rather than harsh, especially as the judge
advocate and myself, so far as we can with justice, endea-
vour to modify the sentences and make them go with the
feelings of the people, and not produce disgust with the
government. I have long since applied for leave to trans-
port culprits to Aden, but have not had any answer. If it
should be permitted, the necessity for capital punishment
will be much abated here, and the government would gain
cheap labour for the fortifications there. The culprits would
come back at the end of the sentence, and that great evil, so
justly reprobated by the Archbishop of Dublin, forming a
condemned population, would be avoided.

‘“ Revenue.—Under the Ameers it was averaged at be-
tween 85 lacs and 40 lacs. Under my government it has
gradually increased from 9 lacs to 81 lacs; and there ap-
pears no reason to doubt its being 85 lacs next April: the
general opinion of the collectors is that it will in 1848 be 40
lacs, and gradually increase, because commerce is gradually
doing so, and cultivation has this last year been greatly
extended. However this letter is for facts, not conjectures
and theories. I am given to understand, that the conquest
of Scinde has added very much to the Bombay revenue, by
preventing the smuggling of opium into that presidency
through the Portuguese colony of Demaum, but this is not
of my own knowledge and I have no means of ascertaining
the fact”—shewn in the parliamentary papers afterwards, to
have amounted to nearly four millions sterling. “ But I
have also to point out, that when the Ameers’ revenue
averaged 35 or 40 lacs, one of the most productive of their
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“If all turns out right Kurrachee will be the real mouth
of the Indus, and not like the other mouths, varying with
every inundation and useless for commerce. Even should
this passage fail the merchants will equally require steamers
for their commerce, from Tattah to the sources of the five
waters.

 Agriculture.—Cultivation and revenue are both on the
increase in Scinde, the cause being that heavy taxation has
ceased ; and since we have ruled, considerable immigration
has taken place from the neighbouring countries. I am
endeavouring to improve still more the ryots’ condition :
for you must know sir, that the system of farming revenue
has generally prevailed in Scinde; the Ameers farmed every
branch. This detestable practice has been abolished by me,
but still the zemindar exists. He hires large tracts of land
from government, or from jaghirdars, and while he cheats
his landlord starves the ryot, as far as men can be starved
in a country full of game and wild fruits:—men who can
rear fowls without cost, and who have abundance of fuel for
the mere gathering : —men who go naked, who require no
houses, and who make no difficulty of stealing a sheep if
hard pushed. A man first steals a camel, rides it one
hundred miles to steal a sheep, returns next night and
turns the camel out in the jungle from whence he took him.
No one is the wiser, unless the owner of the sheep misses
his animal in time, that is to say, while the footmarks of the
camel are fresh : in that case he hires a puggee who pugs,
i. e. traces the camel, and the thief is caught. These
puggees are unerring, and they follow a track for eight or
ten days and nights. Unless a storm of wind effaces the
footsteps with sand, or a fall of rain washes them away, no
ingenuity seems able to evade a good puggee.

“The zemindar oppresses the labourer, driving him to
idleness and robbery. I mean to grant small farms to the
ryots and thus take them out of the zemindars’ hands, by
giving them only as much land as they, the ryots, can
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stant report has been that 5000 men are more than suffi-
cient for defence, and the preservation of internal tran-
quillity. This has been contradicted by an ignorant and
factious party at Bombay, but I am ready to prove that
this force is more than sufficient. Have I not quitted Scinde
with nearly my whole force even when the Sikhs were up
and might have been looked to for help, as they were always
by the Ameers? And has there ever been the least doubt
of the public tranquillity? Never! And there never will
be while I am here, because that tranquillity has been
based, not on force of arms after the battles, but upon the
justice and kindness of the government towards all ranks.
Not an Englishman has been murdered since the Ameers
quitted the country; not an Englishman has ever been
insulted! These are facts of no small weight, and not of
usual occurrence in these Eastern countries: nor in any
recently-conquered country.

“ The extraordinary military expenses are of two kinds.
One relating to supplies ; the other to building of barracks.
The first will diminish when the force does, and three-fourths
must for the last two years be placed to the account of the
Punjaub ; the other fourth to the first occupation of Scinde,
not a penny to the conquest of Scinde, except the cost
of barracks at Hydrabad, and that has been very much
more than covered by the surplus revenue paid into the
general treasury. The conquest of Scinde has not cost
a shilling to the East India Company! On the contrary, it
has saved money. For I defy any politician or soldier to
say with truth that, had the Ameers still ruled, we could
have occupied Kurrachee and Sukkur with a smaller force
than was here during the events of the last two years, at
Gwalior and on the Sutlege. I will say more. Had the
Ameers ruled during the last two years, Scinde would have
presented sanguinary scenes when Gwalior was in arms
and the Sikhs crossed the Sutlege; had the governor-
general been weak enough to reduce the garrison to 5000
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expensive in blood and money than the occupation would
have been, according to the original intention after the de-
struction at Cabool. And if the intention was not to occupy
Scinde with a diminished force, then the result of the con-
quest is the addition of its revenue to the public treasury
without any additional outlay. This is the real state of the
case, and it will be so found, when passion, prejudice, and
the very insidious, very virulent, and not very honourable
warfare made upon me shall subside: a moment I wait for
with patience because confident of the result.

 Climate.—That the climate of Scinde is very hot is
unquestionable ; but that it is more unhealthy than any
other part of India is untrue. No doubt many soldiers
bave died; so they have on every new conquest, and for very
simple reasons :—want of comfort, want of good barracks,
want of local experience. All these fell on the army of
Scinde at once. The country was so entirely ruined by
nearly a century of tyrannical government, that we are
really more like a colony planted in a desert, than an army
occupying an inhabited country! We have lost but few
officers, even including those who died of cholera and
other diseases unconnected with locality: they were better
lodged and had more comforts. But now we are gradually
getting good barracks constructed, and Scinde will not be
unhealthy beyond what all parts of India must ever be to
Europeans. Twice since the conquest have epidemics fallen
on the troops; moreover the European soldiers have suffered
from drinking ardent spirits—bad ardent spirits, and be-
cause their constitutions are not congenial to a bot climate:
we have also twice had cholera. All this frightens weak and
timid people, and they unjustly condemn the climate.

* Natural Riches.—This country is capable of im-
mense produce: the soil is rich beyond description. My
efforts are directed to control the waters of the Indus, and
this will ere long be effected : then the produce will be very
great; at least so think all who are best able to estimate its
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be overrun with young and ignorant men, initiated in all
that is luxurious and idle in India, without experience, or
perhaps ability to acquire it. They may be very good fellows,
smoke, hunt hogs, race, drink beer, and issue their orders
in bad Hindustanee to subservient native clerks ; buat these
last will, consequently, soon get the real power into their
hands, and turn it to account by all sorts of venality and
oppression of the people.

“ The result of all this will, or at least may be, bloodshed and
waste of money. The people here have no respect for civil
servants : soldiers themselves, they look to be governed by
soldiers; a feeling which would make them ready to draw
swords if affronted by civil servants. And in proportion as
the civil servants increased expence would increase, and the
military decrease, and the defence of the country would get
weaker.”

This view has been confirmed since. The expence of
Scindian government has increased under the Bombay civil
system ; and the surplus revenue raised by Sir C. Napier in
troubled times, has in profound peace sunk to a deficit of
£300,000, as shewn in parliament by Sir Erskine Perry,
April 18th, 1856.

“I am aware that inconvenience arises from the extensive
employment of military men in civil government; and I
have introduced four or five uncovenanted civil servants with
good effect, because, with one exception, they have con-
ducted themselves with diligence and modesty; but three
covenanted servants sent to me by Lord Ellenborough were
quite useless. They were, I have no doubt, clever and gen-
tlemanlike young men, yet a dozen such would have para-
lyzed my government. They would have thrown it into the
hands of clerks and natives. These men do the business
certainly, but then let them have the pay and responsibility.
Get rid of the gentlemen with their high salaries, their
cheroots, their wild pigs, and beer barrels: let those men
who do the work have the offices! When men have other
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tions. “These notes are old but will give Sir John Hobhouse
a good idea of my system, so far as they go, and if you
think them worth sending to him do so. "They are a rough
sketch of crude ideas; but several things, indeed nearly
all mentioned, bave been effected, with small modifica-
tions.

“ Private Notes. — 1°. All land ought to be let by
government on leases of 7, 14, and 21 years: the best land,
that is land where water is most easily supplied, on the
shorter leases.

“2° The produce being divided into three portions,
government should take a third; the remaining two-thirds
guing to the occupant, who takes all the expences of culti-
vation.

“8°. If the occupant cannot supply his land with water
the government is bound to do so for him; but he must
keep the canal or well, as the case may be, in repair under a
penalty.

““4°. Government should give a premium for every new
well dug, if the water be good and the well a Pukhur one,
i. e. built with burnt bricks. The well should be valued and
paid for when the tenant quits the land, unless he be turned
out for misconduct. But that can only be by .decision of
the governor, who is to order a visit by the magistrate of
another district, and his reports being compared with that
of the district magistrate the decision will be made. No
tenant should be turned out unless for some very grave
offence ; and if punished by a less authority than the gover-
nor's it would, besides being injurious to the government in
other ways, shake the confidence of the tenants generally,
and hurt cultivation.

¢ 5°. All waste land taken on lease should be let for 21
years, and the first two years rent free. If at the cnd of
two years the whole is not in a state of cultivation, the
government will mulct the tenant to the amount which the
land ought to have paid had rent been demanded ; unless he
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able utility to the poor. The propriety of it is a matter of
much doubt in each particular case; it is also a breach of
rules, and no one can say how wide the breach may be made.
A loan breaks no rule; it is an isolated transaction, complete
in itself; an act of justice which the poor man has a sort of
claim to, and which does not lead him to the hope of cheat-
ing government by false statements of distress. Every part
of the transaction is accurately defined, and admits of no
evasion from friendly feelings of kardars, or by bribery.

“9°, With regard to jaghires, I am decidedly of opinion
that they ought to be abolished as rapidly as possible. No
present holder can be dispossessed unless for crime; but
whenever a jaghire is resumed by government, it should be
divided into leaseholds of from 20 to 150 begahs of land.
Meanwhile if any jaghirdar will buy land from government
at 80 years’ purchase, he is welcome; and so may any other
person: for it is desirable in the highest degree to give
some fixed tenure of land in Scinde. At present no man is
safe. I can deprive the largest jaghirdar of his land at
pleasure! This is the law of the Ameers as conquerors: it
is not one which the British conquerors should adhere to, as
it is ar effectual bar to agriculture and civilization, and
Justice.

“10°. In my opinion it would be useful to give small
jaghires to Belooch gentlemen in fee simple, with a small
heriot in money yearly. The thing necessary in Scinde is
to create property, and confidence in its possession, and in
the fruits of agriculture. As to commerce I would give it
no protection or encouragement, beyond the security that
the merchant shall not be robbed or ill-treated, or over-
taxed: but I sce no wisdom in seeking to encourage it.
Let commerce alone, leave it free, give it facilities, and it
will take good care of itsclf. Not so with the labouring
man, on whom all the taxes fall, and from the sweat of
whose brow the revenue springs.

“ Commerce is like the bundle of fagots; combined and
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of collection, and also the cost of the great feeding
canals. :

“12°. As to farming the revenue, it is one of the greatest
acts of tyranny that can be committed, and enough to pro-
duce insurrection. That it facilitates the collection of taxes
is certain; it is in every way convensent to the government,
till it overthrows it altogether! It is an oppression, and a
dangerous system : yet there are advocates for it, and it has
some strong points of defence. My resolve is to get rid of
it as regards the ryots. As it regards the Hindoo mer-
chants, there may be some sources of revenue paid by them
which are better farmed than not, for their exertions to
defraud the revenue cannot be easily met by any other
system.

“ 18°. The poll-tax now levied on the Hindoos is atro-
cious. We must either levy it on all our subjects, Mussul-
mans and all, or on none. The first thing to do, is to ascer-
tain the amount of this tax, and then deal with it as I have
said, or do that which is best—abolish it !”

These notes and the memoir indicate, and only indicate,
a part of the great range and laborious diligence of the
creative mind governing Scinde ; but the following letter,
addressed to Sir C. Napier, at a later date, by one of the
ablest of the collectors extends the field:

“If T am called home, my examination by the Lords’
Committee, will not I trust be confined to those points
which Lord Ellenborough’s letter would seem to point at,
and which could be got equally well, or better, by returns,
imports, exports, and things of that kind. If I am to judge
by what I saw of Sir George Clerk’s examination, there are
other questions opened regarding the taking as well as the
governing of Scinde.

“ There is the feeling with which the conquest was looked
upon in Scinde, which, from my intimacy with all the lead-
ing men, no one is more capable of speaking to than myself.

*“ There are all the preparations of the Meers for war,
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incompatible with the administration of public justice, or
injurious to the public revenue: a measure which the Bom-
bay people would gladly, if they could, effect.

“ There is a system of police which the governments of the
Punjaub and of Bombay have been glad to try and imitate.”

The Madgas government has since adopted it, acknow-
ledging its obligations to the Bombay government, which,
likewise adopting it, acknowledges its obligations to the
Punjaub: but the original of all, and the best, that of
Scinde, has been entirely ignored !

“ There is the fact, that there never was a man confined
for a political offence, and never even a riot to put down in
Scinde : put this in contrast with the daily calls for troops
to put down outbreaks in the other parts of India.

“ There are blood feuds between tribes put down com-
pletely, which, before we took Scinde, caused an average of
between two and three hundred murders annually.

“ There is public morality supported, by putting down the
infamous beasts who, dressed as women, plied their trade in
the Meers’ time openly; and there is this fact to record, that
the chief of them were recipients of stipends from the Ameers,
as the government records I became possessed of as collector
testified.

“There is child murder and abortion put an end to, by
which hundreds of infants were sacrificed annually.

“ There is the retail trade of opium put on such a footing,
as to render the debasing results of its use, to the extent
formerly in practice, now impossible.

“There is the barbarous exhibition of men with stumps,
from hands chopped off for theft, put an end to, and law
equally enforced for all personms.

“ There is an agricultural system introduced, which renders
the plunder of the cultivator, by any Belooch to whose tender
mercies he was handed over as a jagheerdar, impossible.

"“ There is protection given to commerce, and access to
the head of the state opened for commercial men when they
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and honoured of ell. England is in the long run generally
just to those who illustrate her history : but painful and long
have been, in nearly all cases, the trials which envy and fac-
tion have first made them pass through.”

This letter was written from Egypt six years after Sir C.
Napier had quitted Scinde, and when the system of destroy-
ing all his creations, civil and military, had been nearly com-
plete as to execution :—they were destroyed, not because
their utility was denied, but avowedly, on the truly patriotic
ground that they were his! It was Sir C. Napier’s intention
to have published a sketch of his campaigns and govern-
ment, and to relate the injustice he had sustained ; but the
necessity of chastising, by exposure, the despicable conduct of
Lord Dalhousie in more recent affairs compelled him to defer
it, and before that task was effected the wronged man was
in his grave.

The writer of the foregoing letter wished strongly to be
called before the parliamentary committee, but could not
effect his object, because that committee was a mocking
mask to hide from the public the vile features of Indian
government. Hence, the great and vigorous government of
Sir Charles Napier, so succinctly and powerfully depicted in
the letter, was ignored in parliament, or treated as tyranni-
cal, while the obscene and horrible rule of the Ameers was
praised ; and its restoration called for, because some disap-
pointed knaves, flagitious in wrong, were conveniently
clamorous in support of the directors’ policy.
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silent contempt of the newspaper editors’ abuse worries them
much I am told.

“You say truly, that no man can see what is good and
what is bad. Look at the banks of the Sutlege ; look at the
Punjaub, a second time placed at our disposal ; and Har-
dinge subsidizes it, though he told me he thought that the
worst thing to be done. All this treating with avowed
treachery and weakness will not do. We shall want money,
the treasury is dry, and we have given away the richest ter-
ritory to Goolab Sing. How are the subsidy and taxes to be
got out of the poor ryots? Force! Our soldiers! Then
they must be spread about on a cruel and odious mission.
These are dangerous things :—but no man can see what is
good or bad: it is just that. Nevertheless the Punjaub
must be scized. The Bombay Times makes one laugh with
its sweeping lies. It says we have a famine here! We are
actually deluged with grain, and exporting, not only to Bom-
bay, but also up the river to Bhawalpoor and Ferozepoor: a
quantity also has, as usual, been imported, but cannot be
sold and is being re-shipped.

‘ The soldiers gave me a proper shout of congratulation
on hearing I was a lieutenant-general. All the vnllany of
Bombay cannot turn them against me.

“ I have a survey of the ground where Stack retired from
the Bhoogtees ; he did not go nearer to them than one mile
and a quarter, and their position was a small rise of ten feet,
with a slope of one foot in three hundred! When Islam
Khan got safe back he said to his collected tribe :—¢ I had
given up all as Jost and I vowed & sacrifice to God if we
escaped ; my guardian angel saved me, for that moment the
English wheeled about without coming at us.’

“ Journal, January 10th.—I am a lieutenant-general at the
end of 58 years' service. I should not have been that had
Lord Ripon the power to prevent it. When he wrote the
letter which I thought so frank and noble, my notion was,
that I had before mistaken folly for a bad heart: yet at that
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to the Ameers might have cost much blood: so true it is
that good men who act in the dark as to facts, pave hell
with good intentions. The mischief his lordship has done
was, in respect of the Hindoos' private affairs, very great
and distressing ; and even the nephews and cousins of the
Ameers went to the collector in terror at the idea of these
princes being allowed to dwell near Scinde. They were not
quieted until I put forth a proclamation contradicting the
report. Still Lord Ashley has, unintentionally, retarded the
perfect tranquillity of Scinde very much, and caused great
loss to Hindoo families. As to restoring the Ameers, he can,
so far as I am concerned, do nothing more contributing to my
fame in these countries. The poor know I devote myself to
their interests; they know the cruel treatment they would
receive from the Talpoors if restored to power; experience
has thus taught them a lesson, and nothing but English
bayonets could put back the Ameers.

“It cannot be long before both Lord Ashley and I are
placed before a tribunal where truth alone can be heard.
He will then learn—not to his cost though, for my belief is
that he is a good man, that I have acted with honour and
humanity to the Ameers and to the people of Scinde ; that
I see my way with more knowledge of the country than he
does, and that I have never done a single act of injustice:
that I have raised the character of the English for truth
and honour, which the politicals had in all these countries
destroyed ; and that he has been from first to last in error
about Scinde:—misled by the most vile and unprincipled
men in India, the editors of newspapers.

“ T do not speak thus because I am abused. The vile
private characters of many of these fellows is well known ;
and yet such fellows and their employers are the sources
from which Lord Ashley receives his information: they
mislead him, and the Court of Directors also. Time will
shew truth, and I abide my time, though I do not think
justice will be done to me while I am alive; and when I die
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exploits in war. No great things after all, yet not deserv-
ing of the abuse poured forth, nor of the ill treatment I have
received. I wanted no honours, and want none now : look-
ing to the future state of man makes me laugh at mundane
honours, but just treatment is my right, and it has not been
accorded.

‘“ M. Genl. W. Napier, ¥eb. 11th.—Were I to resign now,
a howl and hiss would arise, driving me as it were from
India. It would take too much time to give you all the
details to show you this; but to avoid such a result I hold
my tongue in one instance, give sweet words in another, and
slightly show my teeth in a third; yet in no instance do I
come down one iota from my true position, biding my time,
and as well as my judgment enables me, steering through the
mass of difficulties which beset me. The being placed on
the Indian staff, as a lieutenant-general, is a victory which
has done me vast service. The ruffians had talked them-
selves into believing I was to be immediately turned out;
this has been overturned, and they know not what to think :
waverers are of course now on my side. A lieutenant-general
on the Indian staff has never before been heard of in Indian
history, save as commander in chief. I do not like to
descend into the plains from this height yet, if it is to be
avoided ; but to keep my position demands good steering;
whether mine will be good remains to be seen. As yet no
Jjust handle have my foes been able to get hold of, they can
only grapple by falsehood, and their attacks come on
roaring like great waves; but as I do not oppose them by
answers they break like waves and die away.

“I am not for striking a weak blow, I am stronger for
striking none, and make a victory of my weakness. I am
passive though injured, the very spirit of Pecksniff is in me!
The world—I mean the orthodox, moderate world, approves,
and the government sooner or later wmust act : if it does not
to my satisfaction then I doff Pecksniff, and become Martin
Chuzzlewit! But my whole force must be given to compel
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those who judge fairly in a military spirit are afraid of
being brought up afterwards, and the trials end by an
acquittal in the face of all evidence!

“ Journal, February 24th.—Marriage is a dead drag upon
military ambition. I have done pretty well, but not half of
what I could have done as a bachelor. Would I go home now
were I a bachelor? No! I would never leave this glorious
country till ordered away: but am I to risk the health of wife
and children for my own ambition? Assuredly not. I love
them far too dearly. I will go home and patiently await the
blow of nature, which I believe not far distant. I have con-
quered Scinde but have not yet conquered myself.

“ We are returning to Kurrachee, and yesterday examined
the tombs of Tattah: they are exccedingly beautiful, built
with what some call porphyry, but it is a reddish marble,
found at Tattah, and takes a high polish: the town must
have been very large some three or four hundred years ago.

“M. Genl. W. Napier, March 6th.—I am delighted to hear
that an attack is to be made on me in parliament: all I
want is fairly to grapple with my encmies. I am however
determined to leave India, being no longer of use here.
Hardinge's whole feeling is entirely that of leaving every-
thing to Mr. Currie, and as there is certainly an intention to
assimilate Scindian government to the rest of India, I only
exhaust life by hard work without a permanent object.
Being lieutenant-general gives me no increase of pay, and
God knows I have enough: but if I stay here two years
more I shall do so for ever. Brown and one or two more
only have braved, as I have done, this climate of heat for five
years, and they are shaken: I am also too anxious about
seven others of my family to bear their being in danger;
seven, exclusive of my sons-in-law: I cannot expect to save
all, and two went last year. Were I alone I would stay,
but my wife and children will not go from me: it would
make me easy if they would.

“The same, March 8th.—I have just heard from Har-
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Nusseer Khan asked me to allow his body to be forwarded to
Mecca, or to be landed in Scinde. Of course my answer
was that I would do whatever she wished. She then said
that it had arrived at Poonah from Bengal, and begged me
to ask the Bombay government to send it to Scinde. I knew
well whence all these petitions came, but laughed, because it
was clearly the object to see if I would do, or say, anything
that might expose me to the attacks of the then Bombay
government gazette—i. e. the Bombay Times. I wrote to
the Bombay government, and at my request it sent the body
to Kurrachee, whence I forwarded it by a steamer to Hydra-
bad. Being that of a dead enemy I felt every inclination to
receive end inter it with military honours, but feared that,
as Lord Ashley was eaid to have told the Ameers they
were to be allowed to settle on the frontier, my doing so
might add to the great mischief already done by his letter.
Very possibly it was never written by his lordship; but
it is firmly believed to have been written by him, which does
all the mischief. I therefore allowed the Ameer's widow to
bury Nusseer, and she has expended above ten thousand
pounds sterling on the funeral! So much for the starving
state of that lady, and the others are as rich.”—Lord Ashley
privatély affirmed that his letter assured the Ameers they
would no¢ be restored; but he never publicly contradioted
the forgery of his fallen friends.

“ My other fact is, that I have discovered the inventory of
the Ameers’ treasure, such as it was just before their dethrone-
ment. It would take a year to translate, being most minute ;
but there is an abstract being translated, and I enclose it so
far as we have gone. By this, taking round numbers, we can
already prove that there was in the treasury 127,98,184 Rs.,
or more than double the whole of the prize money taken by
the army. It is well known to you I believe, that on the
capture of Hydrabad, I not only enforced the most rigid re-
spect to the zenanas of the Ameers, but also gave thoss
princes four days for removing their ladies, and all their
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even taken life. Your saying, ‘Do not let the love of power
detain you,’ made me laugh. I have no power to tempt me.
I bad under Lord Ellenborough, but now I have only power
for harm, not good. The Indian government is ruined, and
allows of no expenditure for the good of the land; and the
cry got up against Scinde frightens it, as you may guess.

“M. Genl. W. Napier, March 25th.—You desire me to
give Hobhouse a complete picture of all my legislative doings
in Scinde. I can well shew you why that cannot be done.
Every hour is occupicd with petty details, many of which
are however important, as the working out of a system;
still in themselves small and intricate because of three
things, besides their own nature. First, being the head of
every department, everything is referred for my decision:
and in some things Bengal rules, in others Bombay rules,
in others again neither rules. I am amenable to two Presi-
dencies ; wherefore in Scinde every case becomes a special one
for my decision, and being, like others, ignorant of the vo-
luminous Indian rules, a host of official people are watching
to pounce upon the slightest error. My labour is therefore
great, disagreeable, and, except for my own conscience,
thankless and without interest. Instead of writing to you
now, I ought to be reading thirty-nine sheets of foolscap
from a court of enquiry, and two quires of courts-martial,
with documents innumerable, and all written in the most in-
fernal hand. Besides this several hours have been passed
working with the government secretary, one hour with the
chief of police and petitions, and another with giving audience
to various people.

¢ All this is dead, stupid labour, and, with the heat, so tires
my mind that T really write to you to rest it from these de-
tails : still I write, but am jaded, and want to lie down and
do nothing. Regular government departments have fixed
rules, and their details are transacted altogether, being close
at hand and agreeing; but I am at war with these civil
servants, and with the military departments which take their
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sent orders to his troops to desist. My Belooch enemies
are more just than the Court of Directors! Every one of
the Beloochees who were at Dubba, with whom I have con-
versed, have said the same thing about the women.

“The story of the lady in labour I never beard of until
it was in the Bombay Times. The true story is this. One
of the ladies pretended to be in labour, and sent for a state
bedstead, which was mounted with pure gold in large quan-
tities: the prize agent sent her word she might have
her choice of all others, but that one he could not give her.
The trick to get that valuable gold bedstead having thus
failed, the lady, not choosing to take any other, was not
confined at all in the fort, but long afterwards at her
private residence.”—The published falsehood run thus. The
Ameer's wife was in labour, Sir C. Napier ordered the prize
agents to drag the miserable trucklebed on which she was
lying from under her, to swell his prize money !

“The Irish affairs are terrible. I should like to ask
Roebuck, and Lord John Russell, who won't interfere with
private trade to save the starving thousands in Ireland, why
they won’'t allow a poor boatman on the Thames, or a
cabman on his stand, to charge their own prices? Adam
Smith was a shrewd man, but theories will not always apply
to extreme cases ; the food that trains one man in health,
kills one that is sick. Nothing about Outram yet: well,
Job was a great man.

* Journal, March 24th.—I am now, after four years of
incessant work, struggling against injustice and ill-treatment
for winning battles! Hard this! N'importe, a good con-
science and clean hands enable me to sleep sound and pitch
the directors to the fittest place for them. I shall leave
Scinde happy and prosperous ; but there is not amongst the
ruling people here any knowledge of good government.
Hardinge is & man of fine courage, and a fine-minded man,
but in my opinion not equal to the rule of this great
empire.
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obedience to superior authority can be adequately main-
tained.

“In our dispatch of the 20th November 1845, we ap-
proved of your having called the attention of Lt.-Col.
Outram to a letter, addressed to him by your secretary on
the 26th of May 1844. In that letter the instructions of
your government were conveyed to Lt.-Col. Outram in the
following words. ‘In the event of your conduct being at
any time represented in a light you deem injurious, your
proper appeal is not to the public through the press, but
to the government you serve, through the usual official
channels. The governor-general in council cannot sanction
the carrying on of a correspondence in the public journals
by public officers, upon matters in which they have been
concerned as officers of government.'

“ A similar communication was at the same time made
to Major-General Sir Charles Napier, your governor in
Scinde, and in repeating the injunction in our dispatch of
November 1845, we said—‘We have no doubt that Sir
Charles Napier and Colonel Outram will implicitly obey
your commands, and that therefore the controversy may be
regarded as at an end, so far as its continuance depended
upon papers written avowedly for insertion in the public
journals.’

“ Remark.—I had no controversy with Captain Outram,
a brevet lieutenant-colonel of the Bombay Army: and as
no controversy existed, there could not be a  continuance’
of controversy. There were no papers written by me either
directly or indirectly ¢ avowedly for insertion in the public
journals” I inserted, and had inserted nothing. I did
‘ implicitly obey the governor-gencral's commands.” I
rigidly adhered to those rules, ‘by which alone,’ as the
Honourable Committee justly assert, ‘due discipline and
obedience to superior authority can be justly maintained.’
Lieutenant-Colonel Outram disobeyed the orders he had
received.
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any distinct and positive order in publishing here a vindi-
cation of his conduct; but on the perusal of the work
published by him entitled ‘ The Conquest of Scinde a
Commentary’ we are compelled to state that he has exceeded
in the most unjustifiable manner the proper line of self-
defence.

“ Remark.—A communication was made to Lieutenant-
Colonel Outram. The assertion that none was made is a
most strange oversight! What are the words addressed
direct to Lieutenant-Colonel Outram? Here they are—
¢ 25th May 1844. For the event of your conduct being at
any time represented in a light you deem injurious, your
proper appeal is not to the public through the press.’— The
press! No reference is there made to, nor can in any way
be considered to relate to the English press, or the Bombay
press; nor can any man pretend that a libel is less a libel in
one press than another—‘ but to the government you serve,
through the usual official channels. The governor-general
in council cannot sanction the carrying on of a correspond-
ence in the public journals by public officers upon matters
in which they have been concerned as officers of government.’

““ What are the words also of the Honourable Secret Com-
mittee itself? Here they are—* We have no doubt that Sir
C. Nuapier and Colonel Outram will implicitly obey your
commands'—i. e. not to appeal to the -public through the
press. Is it then just to me to say that Lieut.-Colonel
Outram did not violate any distinct and positive order? He
was commanded not to appeal to the public through ¢the
press’ and he did appeal through ‘the press’: if the word
appeal can be.applied to an unprovoked attack upon a
general officer who had not assailed him! Good God! is
there any justice in this? The words of the secret com-
mittce itself, thus diametrically contradict each other in the
same sheet of paper! Assuredly Lieutenant-Colonel Outram
did ¢ violate a distinot and positive order.’
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adduce the present case. If Lieutenant-Colonel Outram
may publish to the world that T am an infamous character,
I really cannot see why any other soldier may not do the
same, and use the same terms, however opprobrious, towards
the secret committee! How could it with justice punish
that towards itself which it does not punish towards me ?

“I1 entirely agree with the opinion of the governor-
general, that if the government refused a proper hearing to
the complaints of its officers, it ought to allow them to
appeal to the public: to refuse them would be unjust and
therefore mischievous. But I will ask why not hear com-
plaints as it professes to do? Why should authority not
pronounce on the conduct of its own officers? Lieutenant-
Colonel Outram in his letter accuses me of crimes: I deny
them. Why does not the government purify its service of
one of us? e would not trust the government, he knew
that he was wrong. I did trust the government because I
knew that I was right.

‘ Paragraph 6, Dispatch Sept. 21st, 1846.—In our letter
of the 20th November 1845, we have called upon you to
consider whether it may not be advisable to publish some
further order, enforcing the necessity of its being clearly
understood by every one, when employed by government,
that it is inconsistent with his duty, and a breach of trust, to
correspond with any one upon the instructions which such
individual so employed may have received for his guidance,
and that he has no right to reveal without due authority
from his official superiors, any part or circumstance which
may have come to his knowledge in the performance of his
duty.

*“ Remark.—As I have made no use of official papers, nor
communicated such to any one but in the orthodox perform-
ance of my duty, I have no remark to make upon this: it
cannot refer to me. It does to Lieutenant-Colonel QOutram
however; for in the letter which I complained of, he shews
clearly that he has had information from public offices in
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pany’s officer, but he also bears a commission from Her
Majesty, and belongs to the Order of the Bath. If the
secret committee think it just to decline giving me an answer
to my appeal, I must make it elsewhere and trust to the
justice of Her Majesty towards an officer who has served
the throne with faithful zeal for fifty-four years.

“T now come to the second letter, dated January 15th,
1847.

 Para. 1.—Referring to your letter of November, No. 56,
we have to state, that it was far from our intention, when we
addressed you on 21st September in regard to a work pub-
lished by Lieut.-Colonel Outram called * The Conquest of
Scinde a Commentary * to instruct you to take any mea-
sures which might operate in any way to the prejudice of
Lieut.-General Sir Charles Napier.

“ Remarks.—1 am ignorant of what the governor-general’s
letter was, but he seems to have saved me from great in-
justice; for assuredly the letter of the secret committee
dated 21st September 1846, must not only have operated
to my prejudice, but have given a complete triumph to an
unprincipled libeller, I mean Lieut.-Colonel Outram.

“ Para. 2, Dispatch January 1847.—On the contrary, it
was our wish to afford satisfaction to that officer by shewing
that we entirely disapproved of Lieut.-Colonel Outram’s
published work, and were prepared to punish any public
functionary who, after the warning, should commit a similur
offence. This due warning we intended should be given by
that general order which is directed to you to make public,
and which, appearing immediately subsequent to Lieut.-
Colonel Outram’s volume, we considered would be suffi-
ciently significant of our opinion in regard to that work.
We had no intention that it should be understood we di-
rected that order against a supposed determination on the
part of Sir C. Napier to reply to Lieut.-Colonel Outram.
We did indeed mean that the application should be general,
but not having any apparent bearing against any individual,
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between two other persons was to satisfy him? What did
they compromise ? Truth! or falsehood !

The answer to Sir John's note ran thus.

“ Guernsey, June 7th, 1847.—My dear Sir John. Your
letter astonished me. My brother must do what he thinks
fitting in a matter so deeply affecting his honour ; I cannot
pretend to act except under his lead, but I entreat of you to
consider the subject again.

“Colonel Outram foully and recklessly assailed Sir C.
Napier the governor of Scinde, in a letter addressed to me
but published in the newspapers.

* Sir C. Napier, who had never assailed Colonel Outram,
did not notice this letter, he remained passive before the
public ; he entered into no controversy, private or public : he
demanded from authority redress for the foul and false libel
published by Colonel Outram, and the punishment of the
libeller. He received no redress. An order was indeed is-
sued, forbidding Colonel Outram to repeat his libel, but at
the same time he was appointed to a high, lucrative situa-
tion! Thus encouraged he disobeyed the order and repeated
the libel with greater virulence in a book, which Sir C. Napier
has not even read.

“Sir C. Napier again demanded redress for the first libel,
without noticing the second.

“In reply to this reiterated demand, an order is made
public, forbidding officers to publish controversial papers
founded on official documents; at the same time Colonel
Outram is promoted to the highest and most lucrative situ-
ation in the gift of the Bombay government!

“Thus Sir C. Napier is denied all redress, and forbid to
defend his character from libels published in defiance of
orders, while the libeller is ostentatiously rewarded for his
libel and disobedience of orders! It is assumed also that
Sir O. Napier had appeared in print as a controversialist—an
assumption having no foundation in fact: and grounds are
laid, plausible grounds, eagerly seized by the Indian press,
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for proclaiming the order to be a reprimand of Sir C. Napier,
though it was designed, you say, as a reproof to Colonel
Outram !

“Convinced of your friendly feelings, I place this synopsis
of the matter before you without a comment, and remain
yours, “W. NAPIER.”
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SEVENTEENTH EPOCH.

FIRST PERIOD.

S1R CHARLES NAPIER now felt, that he was a man marked
for ill-usage, even for destruction if occasion served. That
neither gratitude nor decency was to be expected from the
directors, and that Her Majesty’s actual ministers, were, like
their predecessors, as submissive to those ditectors ae
spaniels. He resolved therefore to retire from thankless
labour and end his days in quiet obscurity.

“ Journal, April 19th.—There is a vile conspiracy against
me, but I defy them all, horse foot and dragoons. Now
Charles Napier be calm! give your enemies no advantage
over you by loss of self-control : do nothing that they want,
and everything to annoy them. Keep your post like a rock
till you are ready to go on board for England; and then
with your pen, and your pistols too if necessary, harass
them. If God spares my life I shall be in England next
April and bid adieu to public life. So ends my sermon.

“ April 21st.—This is the twelfth anniversary of my mar-
riage with my present wife, who is all goodness and virtue.
God spare her to me till He takes me out of this world. She
will rejoin me hereafter in the central sun, where I suppose
we shall all go. For there must be a centre to the heavens
as to all things, and in that centre we may believe the
Deity dwells, and there receives his creatures after death.
May my sins not prevent my being there, with all of mine
who have gone before in recognition and love. What is to
happen to us? A very short time will now let me into the
secret, and curiosity is strong within me, encreasing as the
time draws nearer. I do not think my balance-sheet will
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selves rich, and will embark in agricultural and mercantile
speculations, feeling that the property is their own.

“ 20, That with such great jaghires, they would become
dangerous, ruling whole districts as they do now. At pre-
sent we put them down, and keep them down, because of
their barbarous state; but we could not easily do so when
civilized, as their sons will be.

¢ 80, All the small farmers, who will in fature hold the
land given up- by the jaghirdars, will join the government to
keep their former masters in order; and these small folks
will be numerous, independent, and not oblivious of their
former state of vassalage.

* There are many other things of an advantageous nature
which have been done, and others which could be done were
T left to work freely; but no more can I now do for Scinde
and I shall leave it; yet with a great yearning after it and its
fine people. Were you all here I should like to die here,
but the present state of things is not to be borne. I like
Hardinge much, not his advisers.

“ H. Napier.—My plan is to quit India the lst of next
March, as little Belooch Charley did: ain’t he a nice little
chap? If I find you all alive I shall indeed be happy : if
aught happens to keep me here with my dear boy John, you
will all have the satisfaction of knowing that my work has
been honourably done, and by no action was our motto for-
fuited "— (crest motto ‘ Sans tache’).—* The sword our father
gave me, is as clear as T received it; my Indian revilers
cannot stain it, though, to do them justice, they labour

" zealously. Many persons have I to take home, and seven

are women and children! Well, there is far less anxiety
now than in coming out, when my death would have left
my wife and daughters a burthen to you all. Now that
it is decided to go, when my eyes are cast over Scinde from
the top of my house, my love for the country and the people
is strong, but for you in England much stronger.
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avoid the subject : time will shew who is right. The order
Hardinge was forced by the Board of Control to issue about
my appeal has given a handle to my enemies, and the Friend
of India, which is no friend to truth, says it is directed
against me. Outram should have been named, for of course
it may be taken either way. I am quite sure Hobhouse did
not mean it should hurt me ; and after all it does not. What
care I for such miserable scoundrels ?

“Journal, May 15th.—Here am I now held up as a be-
trayer of confidential papers! I hope they will stop short of
sending me to Sodom and Gomorrah! All else I have been
accused of ; robbery, murder, dethroning innocent princes,
refusing beds to princesses when in their extremity of labour,
lying through thick and thin! In short the devil never
turned such a complete job out of hand. Hardinge pub-
lishes an order, by order, and piques himself that he has not
alluded to anybody! Why did he not? Why not say at
once that it referred to me or OQutram ? As I have neither
published nor betrayed any paper, Outram is the guilty man:
—he has done so, why is he not marked ? It is apparently a
determination on all sides to act towards me as if I was a
guilty man : and all my protestations of innocence, my de-
mands for trial, for enquiry, for anything they please, are in
vain! Well, I shall have my defence in my own hands soon.

““As the directors are unable to ‘filch from me my good
name, they are now trying to get my prize money—°my
purse:’ better that than nothing think they. I shall not
break my heart if they do, though they fancy I shall! The
only thing I care about is, that it is the work of those
snobs, Outram and Willoughby and their miserable coad-
jutors, such as Townsend and Co., civil servants of the Hon-
ourable Company, whose honour is all in the name: where
its honesty is Heaven knows! cheek by jowl I imagine with
that of Judas, chained to it as Baird was to the corpse of
bis companion. ’

“May 19th.—A letter from Ali Moorad, he does not like
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journey—yet, probably we have made eighteen millions of
journeys! Perhaps thou also, oh! sun! art but one of an
infinity of central suns which whirl round the God! He has
given us a minute part to act, and such smallness seems to
argue that we are too small to be of importance in that ma-
chine, to conceive the vastness of which even thought falls
short and hopeless! an arrow shot at the moon! But look
below! Are there not things in myriads as much less than
us, as we are less than the globe in which we are shut up ?
Are not their bones, fibres, muscles, all made with a perfec-
tion of attention? May not death give us a huge form in
spirit? May we not go higher, or lower, as we have served
under the banner of the good or evil Spirit? I may become
a horse, a dog, a rat, an insect most minute after death, and
be conscious of my degraded state. And I may rise to some-
thing as much above what T now am, as much as I now am
above the insect, and so get nearer to the central sun: get
perhaps to our sun, or our moon, or some other planet, or
the secret of death may burst at once upon me! The grave
is the entrance to life; to a life of further trials, and more
or less happiness as we are more or less in the hands of the
good spiritual God, or those of the evil material God—if
God means power. For that two Gods, a bad and a good,
exist and struggle for us, and for all things I believe; and
that in exact proportion to our virtue are we freed from the
evil spirit, whereas our crimes cast us bound at his feet!
¢ Get thee behind me Satan !"—The greatest words recorded
in the history of man, and uttered by the greatest of Beings!

¢ All these conjectures are idle it is said. Yes! to lose
much time in thought which we cannot bring to any conclu-
sion of certainty is so: but to think and dwell upon these
thoughts does good. Who can think of the central sun and
be base? Who can feel that he is an essential part of this
vast system and be base? Who can take up an atom of dust
from the ground, and not confess that of such atoms the
universe is composed? We are not less than a grain of dust,
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miseries of this life of trial : trials are then to end and peace
be the law. And so my beloved I finish.

“May 22nd.—I feel no longer any excitement about
Scinde. My hands are tied, no good is to be done: yet am
I 80 eager about all things regarding my duty, so troubled
at seeing things go wrong that my health suffers. My
work does not slacken but it is bad work instead of good
work. These civilians, or °civil-villains, as my brother
William calls them, invent lies and then abuse me for their
own inventions. One fellow says—*Sir Charles has laid on
a cruel tax:’ then another opens out—‘The tyranny and
folly and infamous conduct of this man exceeds all descrip-
tion, he hasl aid on the most cruel taxes,” I having taken
off taxes all the time !

“ May 23rd.—Anderson, OQutram’s brother-in-law, called
on me to-day: he is a nice young man, and I like him
much. He worked hard with me in 1848 after the battles,
though not in them. I have asked him to dinner, and if
I can give him employment I will, because he has claims,
having gone through all the sicknesses we had, and nearly
dying himself.

“ May 26th.—I have been ill again. These repeated at-
tacks are broad hints.

““ May 27th.—Had a letter from Willoughby Cotton, the
Bombay commander in chief. He is a good fellow if those
Bombay chaps don’t get round him; from them it is an
incessant small war upon me: why made by the military
I know not, except that I am obliged to bring their bad
staff up occasionally. The civil and military officials are
all in dinner coteries there, and are quite worthy of the
Court of Directors. It is too bad to see such a grand
country as this Bombay Presidency so be-ridden by offi-
cials, and not paying its own expenses!

“May 29th,—The papers say there has been a conspiracy
at Lahore, for an snstant. 1 am ashamed to own, not to
gladness, on the contrary, but to a sort of exultation at the
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‘“June 3rd.—Bombay governor insolent in trifles. I
do not think this is Clerk, it is the old clique at work,
but T won’t take it from any.

““M. Genl. W. Napier.—We are here at Clifton to refresh
ourselves with the sea breeze. Breeze feels cool, but the
thermometer sticks at 90° in the shade. Yet it is pleasant
to sce the waves rolling in, foaming and curling and
spraying, and then disappear along the level sand. Some-
where among them lies Alexander's gold cup, and a little
way off lies Alexander himself. The sand of the Gedrosian
Desert is falling on my paper as I write; and not far beyond
lies Babylon. Civilization was travelling west in Alexander’s
time; but now! how changed is the grand drama! More
than two thousand years have passed, and civilization
arises on the rear of barbarism: we English have seized
the baggage, are following up our blow, and in a few years
shall be at Babylon—a revived empire! We could reach
it more easily than Alexander. Hedge on the borders of
the Gedrosian Desert lately offered me its sovereignty, and
Burpore, on the confines of Persia, surrendered simply to
a forged letter with my name! We shall go slowly, but
one hundred years will see us at Babylon. If I could do
as I pleased, that should be my road home, despite of the
Russians who rule supreme in Persia, as Anderson, who
has just come from Trebizond, tells me. We shall have a
fight on the Oxus yet; and the magnificent Indian army,
if decently handled, will be too many for the Scythians.

“But it never will be so handled I fear. Look at its
numbers, its equipments, its cavalry, its infantry — all
noble. And the British officers who lead it very noble as
a mass, aud susceptible of such a spirit as would play the
devil with a Russian army. Yes! India could meet Russia
on the Caspian shore with 800,000 admirable troops; but
she would of course wait for her on the Indus, with a large
field artillery of 24 lbs. which elephants draw about like 8 lbs.
and at a rapid pace! Russian guns would then be the camels
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I am also trying to get fuel stations formed to push a
steamer loaded with like good things to Attock, exploring
the Indus as it steams along: but I have little hope to get
Mittenkote for my central depot. It should be my rallying
point for all steamers and country boats; to part from, going
up the five rivers, and to assemble at, coming down. This
only required a line from Hardinge, and that line I cannot

get! Well, I will try again; but am not sanguine. Robert
" Bruce's spider is much required in my work. I have sent
the Prince of Wales a beautiful little Belooch shield of
buffalo hide, to suit his little sword.

“ Henry Napier, June 4th.—I am impatient to go. I
have bad five years of this heat without a moment’s change,
and my family have had four, with great anxiety and last
year great danger. Hardinge who is a younger man than
me, says he finds the work wears him; yet he has had
no heat, his summers being spent in the hills of Simla, an
English climate. I am also constantly annoyed in some
way; about trifles indeed, but these trifles are designed to
irritate, and they do irritate : however eight months more
and I shall be a citizen at ease. :

“ Richard Napier.—Your commercial gizzard will rejoice
to hear that my steamers are being pushed up the river to
stimulate commerce, and palliate the misery that I believe
Hardinge's false policy will inflict on the Punjaub. He
thinks it good, I do not; and my notion is, that one means
of preventing mischief is to shove civilization into every
nook. If, before I leave Scinde, steamers can get to Mool-
tan, Loodiana and Attock—steamers loaded with beer and
wine and other comforts, the demand will arise fast: it
rages already at Loodiana, where they pay 14 rupees &
dozen for beer, and my steamers will take it there at
7 rupees. Beer is no joke in India. The whole of the
Calcutta interest is at work to run down Scinde and the
Indus because they will ruin the trade of the Ganges; all
will come down Indus to make Bombay and Kurrachee.”
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dozen leeches on her head, and no sleep but from opium:
my nerves are torn between business and anxiety. My
letter to Hobhouse was the same as yours, though it ex-
pressed more obligation ; my belief is, that he is sincere
but took a wrong view, and was probably bullied by the
others : he could not have done more I really think. Lord
Ripon is the culprit. I am sorry the duke and Lord Ellen-
borough have taken up the affair of the grain offered for
Ireland so warmly ; because when 1 offered it to Mr. Clerk"
—Sir G. Clerk governor of Bombay—*1I Aad 3¢, but he
refused, and we have since been selling as much as we
could: it is our revenue, we cannot keep it for an un-
certain market. If England wants it they must say we
will take it, then it is a bank-note. I cannot even now
stop selling, for prices in India are rising fast, and we are
selling fast.”

At this time the attempt to deprive him of prize money
was in full activity, and Henry Napier conducted his appeal
against the injustice of the directors.

“ Henry Napier, August l14th.—I thought your state-
ment about the prize money admirable, but the lawyers
know better ; it is not ability but experience in the art that
tells, and the lawyers are ‘up to snuff.’” I laugh at them all
Hal, the prize money gives me no sort of care. I have
given my daughters enough from the result of my economy,
and what is money to me? We cannot worship God and
Mammon, it is not possible. I have made my choice long
ago, and Mammon may go to the hell he came from! My
economy ! Depend on that being called another name in
India: you can have no conception of the vulgar baseness
of people here—they attach shame and infamy to economy !
Ere this reaches you I shall be at Malta, or with the ghosts
in the Red Sea. I hope not the last, as I am so like Moses
that Pharaoh would shout, We have him at last, and fall on
me tooth and nail.

“M. Genl. W. Napier, September 5th.—I have put my
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and scarcely was the creek crossed in June ; and then only
by a pathway. The mole is now being carried across the
mud flats covered by the tides, in the shape of an embank-
ment, with a slope of one foot in five at each side; rubble
stone is placed on the slopes, which breaks the ripple,
or wash of the tide, sufficiently to protect the stiff clay
underneath. What do you think will be the consequence
of thus clesing the creek ? The general did it—instead of
adopting a bridge as he first designed—on the opinion of
Captain Selby of the Indian Navy, who said the great scour
of the tide, which used to drive through the creek, would
when that was closed go back and forward along the mole,
making a clear channel. I hope it won't clear away too
much for the mole’s foundation.”

Now let Sir Charles Napier’s services in Scinde be judged
by tho following summary, speaking with the force of close
combination: and contrasted with the treatment disclosed
in the foregoing story of his career.

In October 1842 he took charge of the political and mili-
tary affairs of Scinde, both being in a most confused and
perilous state, seriously affecting the general safety of the
whole Indian empire. Before the end of that year he laid
open the hostile designs and intrigues of the Ameers, and
by a dexterous policy broke their military combinations in
Upper Scinde, when on the point of being directed against
his sickly army, forcing them to disperse and fly without a
sword stroke: and at the same time he detached the most
powerful of them, from the family league, and made him a
fast friend of the British.

In January 1848, he marched into the desart, and destroyede
the fortress of Emaum Ghur, considered by the Beloochees
impregnable. Eighteen days he remained in the wilderness,
and his enterprize was characterized by the Duke of Welling-
ton as ‘‘ the most eurious feat of arms he had ever known
or read of.”

The 17th of February 1848, having previously saved his
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inundation of the Indus could intercept the communication :
a surprizing instance of calculated energy.

Between the 8th of April and the end of May, he secured
all his positions, repaired Meerpoor and the fort of Ali-ka-
Tanda, proclaimed and established the British sovereignty,
and reduced the great sirdars and chiefs to submission,
partly by menaces, partly by conciliation: at the same time
he checked the roving bands of the Delta, and opened his
communications up the Indus by a steam-boat expedition.
Meanwhile he secretly arranged an immense combination of
troops, advancing from points hundreds of miles distant, to
crush the Lion, who had raised another army, had concerted
a new plan of operations with the great tribes on the right
bank of the Indus, and prepared a general insurrection
around Hydrabad.

Inu June, the thermometer marking 180°, he marched once
more against the Lion, contriving by a subtle stroke of
policy to stay the projected insurrection; having by his pre-
vious measures cut off the tribes of the right bank from
intercourse with the Ameer.

The 8th of June the Lion, being surrounded, was beaten
in a skirmish, his army dispersed, and he fled alone to the
hill tribes beyond the frontier of Scinde; but his conqueror,
struck by the sun on the day of the skirmish, was with diffi-
culty saved from dissolution. Nevertheless, after a few days’
rest he, though for months hovering between life and death,
continued to direct all the affairs civil and military until
September, when the British rule was completely established.

Appointed governor of Scinde, he reorganized and con-
ducted the whole civil, political, and social affuirs of the con-
quered people, as well as the military government of his army;
bis subordinates being young officers selected by himself.
He abolished slavery, upholding the equality of all men
before the law. He put an entire stop to ‘suttees, and
vigorously suppressed the general practices of infanticide,
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that it has been copied in the Punjaub, in Bombay, and in
Madras—without acknowledgment !

He constructed public works, of gigantic size, extent,
and utility, with a marvellous economy. He opened hun-
dreds of miles of canals, and projected greater works and
greater extent of irrigation, but was stopped by the
supreme government. He raised Kurrachee from a village
to a great city.

He banished scurvy from it, as affecting the garrison, by
establishing a public garden; and by constructing mag-
nificent barracks at Hydrabad and Kurrachee he diminished
sickness amongst the troops in a remarkable manner.

Annual pestilence, affecting Shikarpoor and Sukkur,
was produced by an extensive marsh subject to the over-
flow of the Indus: bhe constructed a mole of resistance to
that overflow thirty miles in length, and the pestilence
ceased.

He had the shikargahs or game forests of the Ameers,
of amazing extent, surveyed and placed under a board, with
an organization which rendered them usefal to the people
and capable of returning a great public revenue.

He organized the whole system of taxation and collection,
under officers working at far lower salaries than those paid
by the government of India; and after defraying the whole
expences of civil government he paid a large overplus into
the general treasury. And this was effected notwithstand-
ing the drawbacks of war, pestilence, visitations of locusts,
cholera, and the ravages of robber tribes which laid waste the
frontier, and in one summer destroyed twenty-five villages.
It was effected also with entire conciliation and humanity
towards the people, under the great difficulties of discover-
ing and drawing forth the resources of a newly-conquered
people of three races, having different pursuits, different
religions, different customs, and speaking many dialects.

He secured commerce and gave it facilities. And Scinde
produces indigo of the finest kind, while cotton and sugar only
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were their rocks and desarts; and they were allied with the
Affghans of Candahar and the Khelatees, and looked for aid
from all the cognate tribes of the mountains, from whence,
if they could resist but for a while, they expected two hundred
thousand warriors to pour down on Scinde in rear of their
invader. Eighteen thousand strong they were themselves,
fierce and brave, and subtle, and of great constancy, and the
universal cry was that to attack them was madness: yet he
conquered them and broke the general combination. And
these fierce and famous tribes he settled with their families
in Scinde as peaceful cultivators, weaning them from violence
and plunder, and rendering them docile, and frugal, and in-
dustrious as they had before been fierce, wasteful, and vain-
glorious.

He created a fighting camel corps of surprising force and
activity for warfare ; and also a baggage camel corps, of such
excellent organization and military value as to nearly double
the power and activity of a force in the field, thus adding the
only organization wanting for a perfect army.

In 1845, having been previously forced to neglect prepa-
ration, and assured that no Punjaub war would occur, he was
suddenly called to orgaunize, equip and move a large army.
He had to create all the means for this great effort; yet with
wondrous energy and arrangement, in forty days, he assembled
fifteen thousand fighting men with thirty thousand followers,
four hundred miles from Kurrachee, completely furnished
with provisions, carriage, military bridges, a flotilla and bat-
tering train of sixty pieces with an overflowing engineer’s force:
his troops being meanwhile so excited and inspired that they
tossed their arms in the air and shouted to the charge as they
marched. It was a wonderful exhibition of military talent and
vigour, yet useless, because superior authority was unable to
comprehend its greatness and value! And this army was thus
assembled without neglecting in any manner the military
and political, or civil security of Scinde; meanwhile with
secret art he insured the certainty of drawing from the Sikhs
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mands, half avenged and finally neglected, they both died in
their beds after a thousand dangers, leaving their fame to
history. Tarik, like Charles Napier, fought desperately, and
with a fine skill and knowledge of his art, and, when he con-
quered, governed the vanquished with all humanity. He
protected Jews and Christians as carefully as he did Maho-
metans, leaving them their own customs, laws, and magis-
trates, but superintending all with most exact and impartial
Jjustice. His rule is thus described in Forster's translation
of Conde’s History of the Arabs in Spain.

“ The people found consolation rather than oppression in
the presence of the conquerors ; the free exercise of their re-
ligion, a careful preservation of their churches from all in-
Jjury, the security of their persons, with unimpeded enjoyment
of their goods and possessions for the tribute—a very mode-
rate one—which they paid to their victors.” Change the
name, and Charles Napier's government of Scinde is pre-
sented.
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destroyed, and the Scindian frontier remained in peace:
the robber was put down, and Charles Napier left all in
security.

During his voyage home his journal was neglected, but
being resumed in January 1848 gives the following retro-
spect.

“ We embarked on the 1st of October in the Moozufer
steam frigate, commanded by that noble fellow Captain
Ethersey, whose kindness and attention to us exceeded all
description : he is also a first-rate sailor. We landed at
Aden, as I had orders from the governor-general to make a
report on the works, but at the first battery some quick-
lime got into my eye and drove me half mad with pain for
two days: and now, more than two months after, the eye has
not recovered its natural strength. I could make no report,
but on the third day looked at the plain, and at once saw
that Hardinge is wrong to fortify the isthmus at the vast
expence being incurred there.

“ His plan is to fortify the isthmus and all the space
behind it, to hold troops; he would also fortify the line of
heights, and the works to face the bason where the town is.
He thinks the small space between the works across the
isthmus, and these heights, can be maintained by a small
garrison ; but there is no water there, it is only to be
found in the wells behind the heights to be fortified, and
he proposes to have it carried to the troops by aqueducts.
Now the ridges, which enclose both the bason behind and
the town, are inaccessible save by one or two goat paths; if
they are scarped the bason becomes an impregnable fortress,
containing the town and the only water to be had in the
whole peninsula. Wherefore I say, occupy this bason and
not the isthmus; for if an enemy lands at the town, which
he can easily do, he will occupy the bason and cut off the
water from the troops beyond it.

“ By Lord Hardinge's plans the landing-places would not
be defended : by mine they would. He appears to fear the
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editors of newspapers should hang, and their property be
divided amongst their relations, who should also have
places to make them bless my justice in execution. I
would bestow grape on the first mob, and hang the
leaders, especially if they were Catholic priests; and I
would make the country keep the families of the slain in
great luxury. These and a few more steps of the kind
would make Paddy as tame as a house cat. All poor-law
commissioners should work on the roads, and all clearers of
land be hanged without benefit of clergy !

* The world seems changed and great events seem coming
on: the East under our rule is again growing great, and
barbarism daily falls: many, I amongst the rest, have dealt
it hard blows. But I did more-: T took part with the poor,
and strove to raise them up from the depths into which bar-
barism bad sunk them. No one but myself has done this
to my knowledge. Hardinge has not ; he has left the Pun-
jaub under the outrageous villains who tormented the poor
before. Lord Cornwallis, and indeed all the others, paid
attention to the barbarian princes, whereas I went at once to
the door of the ryot, and so far succeeded as to leave Scinde
contented : if any one was in want, it arose from what was
beyond my control, and they are so few that I have a right
to say the people are well off.

‘“ Idleness is one of the retarding sins of Scinde. None
would work for us before eight o’clock : the finest mornings
in the world are passed in idleness. Qur engineers offered
extra pay for coming at daybreak, but none would do so.
This was inconvenient, because our English overseers could
look after men from four until eight o’clock, and could not
overlook in the heat. Master Scindee knew this, and so
managed as not to do half a day's work for his pay. One
Englishman would do as much work as ten Scindees. Their
slowness and apathy made all building very dilatory, and
very expensive: all that I was able to accomplish in five
years might have been done in six months !
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those who have adhered to the Good Spirit—the God, who
will then direct all things at his will.

““As to politics we are going to the bad: parliament is
influenced by petty interests. In the days of Fox and Pitt,
whether right or wrong, there were commanding minds and
determined wills ; great and distinct principles were promul-
gated, and the very names of Pittites, Foxites, marked the
grandeur of the men. Now we wince under the lash of
every editor of a newspaper. We are no longer like a fine
picture, presenting two great masses of light and shade, all
is broken and trivial. Every petty mercantile interest is
advocated, while that of the state in mass is lost sight of in
the conflict for these minor concerns: — the timber line;
the railroad line ; the devil's line! We are all for modera-
tion too! A little blessed, a little damned, like souls in pur-
gatory : but only souls and balloons go upwards; so, if we
make a slip in this purgatorial moderation down we go to
the devil in politics.

“ H. Napier, Nov. 18th. Malta.—We are stopped here.
The day we were to leave was bad, and moreover the French
ofticer who commanded the steamer was celebrated for being
‘unbearable’ to his own countrymen, and ‘worse’ to the
English. So our voyage was put off for pleasanter weather
and a better captain. The good fellows here gave me a
dinner on getting out of quarantine. People make sad com-
plaints of the island being neglected by government; not
men enough to defend it, and not half the guns mounted.
Admiral Sir Lucius Curtis told me that a couple of steamers
can come in, destroy the arsenal and be off, any night they
like, and cannot be prevented! They are all angry here
also at a civil government being appointed : the red coats
are I mean.

*“ H. Napier, Dec. 10th. Nice.—We have finished our
long voyage, as full of anxieties as of miles. My intent
was to go to England straight and alone, but I am unable
from my old Lahore enemy ; never has it long left me, and
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given to Smith ; the public don’t like that sort of thing:—
nor I neither to tell you the truth.

‘¢ Merewether's fight was a brave action, but I am going
to publish a letter, to shew that I left no stone unturned to
induce the Bhoogtees to submit, like the other tribes; and
that their destruction, bloody as it has been, was that of
men resolved to live as robbers and die in their trade.

* H. Napier, Dec. 28rd.—The ways of an idle life here
will not agree with me, so I shall not stay long. T left
Scinde for the sake of my family, and but for them would at
once return to India, where alone I can hope for good
health, warmth and good command : however, being here,
home and a garden is my object, so as to have a pursuit.
My dislike of halting here will make me ill again, yet my
constitution is not hurt. Were I back in Scinde you should
see: but I could not stay there, and so all is right, and I
shall by degrees shake iuto place. Still, every hour here,
or anywhere, until settled in England and at some work, is a
nail in my coffin.

“ Journal, Jan. 16th. Nice..—George and I are going to
dine together this day, just thirty-nine years after he turned
every dead body on the battle-field of Coruiia, looking for
mine! We are now both well in body and mind, with our
wives and grandchildren! This is a life of romance !

“M. Genl. W. Napier, Jan. 22.—Brown writes to me
the following copy of Outram’s official record of his dear
friend and venerable patriarch old Roostum, on his first
formal visit, when Outram became political agent, long
before my arrival in Scinde : it took place in open durbar.

“ On the Ameer’s return visit, he appeared to be almost
insensible from the effects of opium, and could scarcely arti-
culate a word ; at last, on taking leave, being reminded by
Futteh Mohamed Ghoree, his highness placed Nusseer Khan's
hand in mine, muttered something which was unintelligible,
but evidently meaning &ec. &o.”

The reader will remember that it was this stupefied do-
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advance, and remember Garrett beginning to trot, when
Storey called out, Gently Garrett, gently. On my return I
met McPherson, who asked me if I had. given the order,
and I think he rode on to the cavalry: so there can be no
mistake about the colonel having received an order.
‘H. THompsoON.’

“I can't find McPherson’s or Pelley’s letters, but they all
concur: these two were sent to follow up the order carried
by Thompson, lest he should be killed.”—They were after-
wards found, and confirmed Thompson's.





















122 LIFE OF CHARLES JAMES NAPIER. [1848.

The Seikhs were playing the same trick as the Ameers un-
successfully played with you: they wanted to draw the
British troops in the hottest season to Mooltan and then to
crush them, which they have partially succeeded. When
Edwardes returned from Lahore to rise some Mussulmons
against the Dewan, Sir F. Currie amused himself by bribing
the people to divulge the conspiracy, and hanged several un-
fortunate individuals, and removed Ranee the queen to
Benares, and then, just as usual, dispised others and called
them to be fools and left them alone, or did not take such
measures as would insure the future peace, but looked at the
sirdars with suspicion, and the sirdars to him the same.

“ As for Moolraj, when he saw that no British troops
moved from Lahore, or the provinces, he tried another stra-
tagem and begun to play with Edwardes, and retreated after
some partial fights. This encouraged Mr. Edwardes and he
called for the Nawab’s troops: they both chased Moolraj
and shut him up in the fort of Mooltan. Many people were
Jjoining Moolraj from Bhawalpoor and Punjaub, but he, I
positively know, discouraged the Mooselmons and dismissed
them with some promises, but he kept the Seikhs. He had
always 15,000 good stout Seikhs, and was well able to crush
Mr. Edwardes at any moment, but his object was to draw on
some British troops. So he begun to supplicate and pray
for pardon and asked that his life might be spared, and his
friends in Edwardes’ camp gave out that he had undermined
his saraglio and was about to poison himself; and Edwardes,
after those victories and reducing his enemy to such extremity
as poison, really believed and thought himself Clive, Wel-
lesley, and as some chosed to call him, Picton and Crau-
furd altogether. He did not thought his glory would be
complete, unless he took Moolraj unconditionally and hanged
him where Messrs. Agnew and Anderson were murdered.

* But far from these, not only himself but Sir F. Currie
were duped by the Seikhs and Moolraj ; and when E. thought
that Moolraj only held out for fear for his life, wrote to Sir
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would have been now! Instead of fine river with steamers
and boats, good road full of supplies and safety, they might
have found a large number of Beloochees and forts in Scinde,
backed by Seikhs and Affghans to subdue and take ; and in
the meantime their ally the Bhawalpoor be smashed to pieces
before a single man could be scnt to save him. Now the
Bombay army pours in at Kurrachee from steamers and the
only delay they have to proceed is the commissariat, which
is deficient in everything.”

It will be remarked that it was at this very time, when
these advantages were most felt, that the directors were
busily striving to deprive the general, to whose valour they
owed them, of his prize money.

“ Government has been very stingy, would not order
camels to be bought. Major Goldney has collected 8000,
but what it is? Four European regiments and six natives
besides artillery and cavalry to assist General Whish ; they
want 20,000 camels. Perhaps they mean plenty of boats ;
however I do not think the Bombay will be able to act
before December, perhaps not so soon. General Achmuty
is to command the whole. Colonel Shaw ordered the 9th
and Jacob’s horse to march on Mooltan and received a
severe reprimand for doing so without orders, but the
times demanded it. Expresses are daily pouring in from
General Whish and Sir F. Currie asking for assistance.
Lord Gough is to command all—but when can he muster
50,000 men to take the Punjab ?

*““ Goolab Sing has an immense treasure, and any sirdar
have more or less wealth. They have offered 15 rupees a
month to every deserter, and if a man some promotion,
and an officer rank perhaps they have. It is a trying time.
I bave reliance in Bombay troops, but for the Bengalese I
cannot say much. The Seikhs are distributing proclama-
tions that the British rules are over in the Punjaub. Goolab
Sing has been in communication with Dost Mohamed, I
cannot say whether he has received promise of aid. Per-
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that when a large army comes to invest Mooltan Shere
Sing will come every now and then and annoy them:
many boats of ammunition and stores have been already
plundered.

“ Provisions are very dear in Mooltan but the grand
magazine has not been touched; they are still dearer in
General Whish's camp, and he bhas lost many camels and
bullocks, and is only able to guard his guns and siege-train,
because there is no attack. Certainly Moolraj has been
very inactive of late, there must be some cause: he is I
believe following the plan of Goolab Sing, not to give the
English the pleasure of a general action; but he has now
from 20 to 22,000 men and 75 guns: he has doubly
strengthened his fort and citadel and has cut a canal where
he can fill the ditch and inundate the country. Shere Sing
is also making himself strong and taking all the resources.
Chattur Sing at Hazarah hus more than 20,000 men, and
is daily increasing from Jumnoo. Depend upon it there is
a great game playing at Lahore and Kashmere; and it is
very extraordinary none of the politicals knew it, or could
guess at it. And what is more I hear, but don’t know
if true, that the Seikhs managed to get themselves indebted
to the British nearly two crores of rupees before this revolt
became known—who is to repay ?

“ Now something about our own dispatch in work. I
never saw such confusion and delay and indecision in the
British army before: in Lord Keane’s campaign there was
great slack, but nothing to compare to this now. From
15th September to this 27th Ootober the whole commissariat
collectors and subordinates could not put a number of
camels together and collect provisions. The Fuziliers were
twice in orders to move by land and no camels; twice in
orders to go by steam to the mouth of the river, and once
actually they sent their baggage and got it back again,
and were finally a week in orders before starting. No
provisions at Hydrabad, nothing at Sukkur, where grain
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rajahs in proportion: there is nothing difticult before ac-
tivity energy and boldness; but pity the mainspring is
somewhat slack, there is no head. Everything is procur-
able, but it requires a strong hand to turn the big wheels,
and the small ones then go quick enough.

“ There is a general report and belief that you must come
for the Punjaub, and every person in India, even your
bitter enemies, cannot now help, but cry out for you, as the
only chief who is able to take the Punjaub and save India.
The papers say and with justice that your name is sufficient,
and as good as twenty thousand men. The Sikhs have as
yet been too much for our politicals, and ever will be so.
In this day they have let them plan their schemes with great
dexterity and acuteness, deceiving all those wise heads round
them.

“ I shall shew you when written what Goolab Sing said
of his family, about residents, our politicals and Lord Har-
dinge and Gough: you will be surprized that such clever
men are in India. He laughs at the whole, and attributes
the success mainly upon the unity and confidence which the
English have in one another, and defiance and disunion in
the natives, and not at all from cleverness. The politicals
are now doing their best to rise the Musselmons against the
Seikhs by promises of great remuneration; and Goolab
Sing wishes to get some one from Cabool, or even Sirdar
Sooltan Mahomed Khan of Peshawur to come in the field,
when the whole Mussulmon soldiers will join his standard,
and come to the English, but only for large payment, not
for the love of religion or liberty, which they understand
very little of the latter and they can exercise the former here
under the Sikhs.” .

Here the native's story ends but a letter from an officer
not addressed to the general continues the tale of blunders.

* Camp, Mooltan, 15th Oct.—Your ideas of Mooltan are
not far out; in fact they were more correct than those
formed here : so much for politicals. An important paper
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forward by Colonel Shaw, for which he was reprimanded.—
¢ It will be December before the troops arrive and be fit to
work in the trenches. Meanwhile I should not wonder if
some folly were committed, for the general seems to have got
the bit at last between his teeth, and now that he hears of
troops and generals from Scinde coming up declares he
must do something ! It is a pity he did not think of that
early.

* He talks of bombarding the place with thirteen mortars
at 2000 yards: to say the least of this it will be a very cruel
measure, and if the object is to take the place the chances
are it will not succeed ; we shall have another failure and
be obliged to break into trenches before our reinforce-
ments arrive. All the engineers and artillery in camp, with
exception of the senior officer, are against this project.
Something must however be done. Take the bull by the
borns and walk into the city, which can be easily escaladed,
no ditches and the wall only 24 feet high! What say you ?
We want Sir C. Napier here to be our head and leader, and
there is a report that he is coming. I was amused lately by
one of our doubtful Sikh friends asking if it was true that
the Burra Saheb from Scinde was coming—the ¢ Skeitan ka’
Bacee.! Upon being answered yes, he muttered Moolraj—
ke din—bund hy Seik bey ke mulluk gaye—the day of
Moolraj is closed and the Sikh country is gone.”

Another officer, same date, says ““ We have a very queer
general; the only thing he appears interested about is trying
some rockets, which however will not go off—made in 1830.
Economy! How I wish Sir Charles were here, it would be
very different: for myself I think all the politicals have
been humbugged to a certain degree, especially about
Mooltan !”

A letter from Cheltcnham thus enlarges the story of the
siege.

“1I have heard from Mooltan of a curious circumstance
connected with Moolraj's spirited attack on the head-quarter
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“ Why did not Whish follow Runjeet Sing’s point of at-
tack? The old fox did not go to the N.E. for nothing, for
he took the town! It is reported in London that Moolrsj
wants to surrender : not true, though ready to negociate on
his own terms very likely. It is also said he has sent his
women to the very strong desert fort of Monkiera, which
has water inside, but none outside nearer than 14 miles.
If so, he is resolved to fight to the last. Gough has cer-
tainly a tough job: he will have 200,000 mouths to feed,
and he enters a country where he will not find supplies;
where not a rich prince is his enemy but the people ; he will
hold only the ground he encamps on, and to do that will
require an enormous quantity of carriage. I am ill-versed
in the history of our Indian wars; but it appears to me this
is the most dangerous we have ever waged, and all owing to
the system of moderation, approved of at home by acclama-
tion !

“I think with you that Goolab is wrong about our strength
" lying in confidence and union: it lies, as you say, in our
discipline. If Gough fails with his immense force, the re-
verse will be a smasher, and he has no reserves that I know
of ; the troops left in India are not hundreds but thousands
of miles asunder. I have been talking over with Montagu
the making Scinde a base of operations for defence of India,
in the event of a defeat in the Punjaub. It is hard to say,
but I much incline to Scinde: a very large force could not
follow us into it, and a small one would get thrashed. On
the other hand Calcutta must be defended, because all re-
sources, including money, are there: yet again in favour of
Scinde, a victory from that would pull the enemy back if he
was marching on Calcutta. The question is a difficult one,
and not unlikely to arise: it must depend on the circum-
stances that oreate it.

“ December 18th.—I agree with you on all the military
points, and have well considered the matter, because in 18486,
from the way the troops were pushed on by driblets, thinking
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will! After that no man can say what will happen: the
commander in chief should not submit to this.

‘ Another difference is, that though Hardinge then run
ahead with 16,000 men, 80,000 were coming up to his aid.
Now there are no reserves, and to push on in the Pun-
jaub, amongst not only the five big rivers but fifty besides,
is to risk much: should his convoys be cut off who is to
relieve him ? The march upon Delhi would then be as free
to Goolab Sing as it was to Nadir Shah, and Goolab is just
the chap to make it as terrible. A third difference is that we
have not now 16,000 in the neighbourhood of Mooltan, but
80,000, and neither Whish, nor Auchmuty, nor Dundas com-
mands. Suppose these 30,000 should retire upon Scinde !
The natives can, it is said, move at all seasons of the year
in the Punjaub, but they do not like it.

“Now for what you imagine, viz., that I may be called
upon. I see no chance of this, for before the directors
would consent the danger must be made plain by some dis-
aster ; not danger in perspective, and estimated by fore-
thought, but actual disaster which must happen two months
before the court can know of it: two more would pass before
I could reach the scene of action and then all would be over,
or beyond remedy. How can England help India if Gough
loses his army? Suppose she sent ten or twelve regiments
out with me, I could in such circumstances only go as
governor-general —no second fiddle can save a country, at
least I would not try.

“I have thought this well over, and my view would be to
insist on having a governor and commander in chief, yourself
for instance, at Bombay, who would throw the Bombay army
vigorously into the work from Scinde, if still open; or if
Scinde were lost who would protect the presidency of Bom-
bay. And the first step towards protecting the presidency
would be to seize the Nizam's country, and put that nonsense
out of the way: eight millions of people are there placed
exsotly between the two presidencies, and three great king-
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not use it, and sometimes it flies about involuntarily with
a circular motion, until he catches it with his hand, which
is not always easy poor fellow! His soldiers took a long
time to kill the giant his armour was so strong, and he laid
about him like a madman. We also at Meeanee killed a
giant : he was kardar of Muttaree. I had spoken to him
the day before as a friend, but after Meeanee heard that his
body was lying among those just in front of us. I did not
see it, but was glad he did not take me in hand, as Hun-
ter's friend did him.

““To Scinde as a base there is this great obstacle, that from
May to September the port is shut against supplies from
Bombay; nor can any come easily by land from Guzzerat.
I always provisioned the stores for five montbs in spring,
until after the peace of Lahore. They ought to do that
now but will not; and in case of evil befalling Gough, and
that Whish is forced back, and Scinde should rise, they will
be short of food. I would write and remind them, were it
not that to serve men or attempt it, is to be abused for
an alarmist: this is the cortain course your fool always
takes.

“ December 26th.—Your plan and mine must have crossed
on the road, and are nearly alike: we are pretty near the
mark I think, but the chaps out there do not seem to have
got it yet. I have finished my pamphlet on the baggage
corps.

“ December 29th.—Was there ever anything like the way
things are going on? All letters are alike. ¢ We are all
confusion.’ This is the pith of every letter from Scinde,
from Lahore, from Ferozepoor, from the bridge over the
Ravee; but then one reads in the papers  that all is going
on well;’ not the Indian journals but those of London, the
Indian editors have their eyes cleared by danger. I dare
say the Sikhs will blunder more than we shall and so save
us; but that does not make the danger less now, for if they
do not blunder we are likely to have a great disaster. Old
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“ M. Genl. W. Napier.—I have had a long letter from Lady
Sale: Lord Ellenborough had another. She laughs at the
goings on, and says, and she knows, that the Sikhs have 70
pieces of artillery in the field, and 45,000 trained soldiers.
We have 56 pieces, and Gough's force is about 30,000 ;
not more I believe, though called double: you and I know
the difference between men and returns. The Sikhs are, as
you expected, falling back on the strong Hazara country,
and Gough is doing well so far. We shall see if he forms
magazines at Ramnuggur, or rushes across the Jelum and
gets entangled. He has no reserves, and Dalhousie, who
is in the hands of the civilians, hampers him. I find by a
private letter, that Markham got round the enemy’s flank at
Mooltan under cover of some broken ground, and took him
unawares : if so it was well done.

*“ Miss Napier, Jan. 11th.—I find I cannot bear the cold,
I get up sick and in pain; all my resolution fails before
cholic, which is very unheroic in the Hero of Scinde, but
cannot be helped ; it would put down ten of the best heroes
the world ever saw, from Don Bellianus of Greece to Tom
Thumb !

“ M. Genl. W. Napier, Jan. 12th.—The Times behaves
well when it suits his book, that is all one can expect. I
saw the paragraph, saying I approved of Whish raising the
siege of Mooltan. I wrote a contradiction, but being averse
to publish threw it into the fire. I had also called attention
to the Times' assertion that I had received batta, whereas
the directors had deducted the batta from the prize money.
I am told that Buist is the correspondent of the Times, and
gets £500 a-year. I hear also that at Wuzzeerabad one
hundred Sikh guns were found hidden in wells: if so Har-
dinge was not so good a tooth-drawer as he thought. Lord
Ellenborough seems very discontented with Auchmuty’s
proceedings ; but turn from him to a better general,
called Cubadar Moll. Edward Campbell tells me that
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who made it their business to promulgate slanders, whi
ing that Sir C. Napier had defrauded his soldiers and ofl
of their prize money for his own profit! In finesor
cowardly vituperation and baseness was probably 1
before employed to destroy a public man, and the
sources were not so difficult to discover as those of the .
Vengeance however was at hand.
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Duke, laughing very much. ‘ Pooh! pooh! pooh! Enemies!
don't care for enemies! Pooh! pooh! Well, good-bye,
very glad to see you." Then shaking hands he walked with
me to the door. So we parted.”

That the duke should affect to despise such enemies
was certainly inconsistent with the acknowledgment, that
Hogg had just been too strong for himself. No man knew
better than he how powerful the civil servants in India
were ; how devoted to the directors; and how they had so
recently banded successfully against Lord Ellenborough !

““ Feb. 3rd.— The Times says the Indian Mail is barren !!!
Gough had got a portion of his army 16 miles in advance
of Ramnuggur on the 20th of December; that is to say,
three weeks after he crossed the Chenaub, the enemy being
in a powerful position on the right bank of the Jailum !
Gough is compelled also to send a force to occupy Wuzeer-
abad, to guard the passage of the Chenaub, from an enemy
described by these papers as having run away three weeks
before! The garrison of Lahore has been reinforced in
rear of a victorious army, ‘under the especial care of Pro-
vidence.” Gough’s camels were caught, but recaptured, ac-
cidentally, by the 14th Dragoons! In short to my mind no
mail could be less barren, or more loaded with bad fruit.
Having but four months for operations, three weeks are
spent in moving fifteen miles after a so called victory ;
and when the sun comes down, with floods of heat, where
will shelter be found for the troops? Lady Sale says the
season has been miraculous as to fineness, and that has
saved Whish : but miracles will not come every year.
Gough may hut, yet that will hardly do, I fear: however
where there is a will there is a way, and by digging holes
he may create shelter. The Times exults in two days
heavy rain as being likely to injure Chuttur Sing’s army
and position. May be so, but does the wiscacre suppose it
will not do ten times as much mischief to us ?

* I agree with you, I must have power; and have great






150 LIFE OF CHARLES JAMES NJAPIER. [1849.

“14th.—TI was almost mad when writing to you yester-
day, since which I am much better, indeed well, if no re-
lapse occurs. About an hour after posting my letter I
calmed down until night when I trembled, going to bed,
but was at last persuaded and slept well, getting up with
only & momentary threatening.

“ 16th.—To-morrow is the anniversary of Meeanee, and
Red Rover and I will have a chat, and Flibertygibbet also ;
though Flib was on that day in reserve, in case Red Rover
and Jack Sheppard should be killed.

“M. Genl. W. Napier, Feb. 18th.—My illness was a
complicated one. Clarke saw it better than Bright perhaps,
and I better than either, by as much as I took the same
view before speaking to any of them. In addition to the
access of bile, cold fell on the inflamed nerves of my nose
and palate. These injured nerves carry inflammation up to
the brain, and it is not to be borne. E. and A. tell me
they have had the same. I cannot tell what others may
suffer, but they have not had the causes that affect me to
affect them; they have not had the nerves torn by a jagged
ball passing through, breaking nose-bones, and jaw-bones,
and lacerating nerves, muscles, and mucous membranes :
they can hardly therefore have suffered as I do. If they
have their fortitude is bevond mine, for I cannot bear even
the thought : it makes every nerve in my body tremble even
now from writing on the subject. It is a temporary mad-
ness, and recently made me think death alone could relieve
me from the distraction of brain. I am fit only for the
grave: cold deprives me of reason! Yet my head is clear
and it certainly is not overwork of brain.

“Tt is said Lord Seaton is going out to India. I
fonr we shall have bloody news from Mooltan. The
10th, 32nd, 60th and Bombay Fusiliers there are all
Europeans and excellent, they will go through any breach
that mortal man can force; but it is said Whish means
to escalade without a breach: these things depend on
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amanged when proof on proof arose, that with exception of
Her Majesty, the duke, the people of England, and the
amies of India, I was to expect from all other quarters,
that secret hase hostility so proverbially difficult for honour-
tble men to repel.

“Among the indications leading to this conclusion was
the following. Lord John Russell, at an interview, gave me
to understand that doubts had arisen as to appointing me
one of the Supreme Council, as all my predecessors had been:
be intimated that the directors were seeking for a precedent,
aad wonld probably find one for denying it to me. Lord
Jobn was explicitly and peremptorily told on the instant,
that T also would seek, and if unable to find would make a
precedent, for to India I would not go unless as one of the
council. Six years I had served in the East with success,
ss a military commander and as a civil governor; I had re-
ceived the approbation of my sovereign and the thanks of
parliament, for victories which the public voice had ap-
plauded : T had been again called to command in the same
country by the sovereign and the public, and the expecta-
tion of my submitting to such an insult from the directors
was preposterous. That a degraded command should have
been so offered, or even discussed, shewed that my measure
of the directors’ temper was more exact than that taken by
them of mine, when they thought I should go shorn of
bonours which others had received.”

This was the last open indication of wretched enmity from
Leadenhall Street; the usual ostentatious banquet was of-
fered and accepted as a termination to hostilities : sincere
itwas on Charles Napier's side where duty was concerned,
sccording to his custom; hollow and false on the other
side, also according to custom. Well did he know how
false, and well also did he couch his discourse for the occa-
sion. I go to India, he said, at the command of Her Ma-

jesty, by the recommendation of the Duke of Wellington ;

and I believe I go also with the approbation of my country-
HS
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men.  Then, in allusion to the past, he quoted, with an em-
phasis not unnoticed by his hearers, the proverb, that ¢ least
raid was soonest mended, thus rebuking the adulation of
the hoar.

The Duke of Wellington being present, spoke thus. “I
have frequently enjoyed your hospitality on occasions of
festivals, which you have given on the appointment of gover-
nors-general, governors, and commanders in chief, but I have
never attended with so much satisfaction as on the present oc-
casion. The officer whom you have now selected to command
vour armies in the East Indies has been distinguished al-
ready in that country by public services. He has conducted
most important and difficult operations under most trying
circumstances with the utmost ability ; he has with uniform
success fought general actions extraordinarily well contested
by the enemy; he has shewn that he deserved the confidence
of the government he served, and the troops he commanded.”

These were words to burn into the hearts of all those
directors who had hearts; and some there were who felt the
services and condemned the treatment of them by the general
body. Few of the ministers attended, their chief, Lord John
Russell, had “ company at his house ” and could not come.
Sir George Grey spoke for his colleagues in eulogistic terms,
as sincere no doubt as his cousin Lord Grey’s would have
been, if his rancorous nature would have permitted him to
be present :—Dbut to the saints all things are permitted, even
the smoothness of hypocrisy.

Now came the tumultuous curiosity of London fashion,
and the wonderful aspirations of persons seeking for advan-
tages, however unmeet the occasion. Ladies of rank, who
had never before imagined that they even knew of Charles
Napier's existence, dashed up in endless succession to his
door, interrupting his preparations—regardless of all but
their own fantastic curiosity. And from all sides came letters
claiming his special patronage for young men, of whom he
had never heard before. From one, it was momentous that
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ber nephew John should be his aide-de-camp ; from another,
the military bearing and look of James rendered him pecu-
liarly suitable for the staff of a commander in chief; a third
bed 1 s0n, s0 clever at breaking horses that his services must
beinvaluable. A fourth wished her son to be on his staff,
but desired to have him guaranteed from all casualties! But
the most amusing was the offer of a stranger to become his
tecretary, on the specific ground that Sir C. Napier must be
wo illiterate to write his own dispatches. Certainly there are
in England many absurd people. To these humorous dis-
Plays he however added one of his own. Receiving a sudden
command from royalty to dine at Osborne, with only a few
hoars’ notice, he was going down in a drab waistcoat, not of
the newest, but was stopped by a remonstrance on the neces-
sity of court dress. He had no other waistcoat, but suddenly
recollecting that his valet, a foreigner, was a dandy, he ex-
climed, Oh ! I dare say Nicholas has a fine waistcoat: I'll
borrow it—and so he did.

“M. Genl. W. Napier, March 22nd.—1I will not go down
to yon, the parting gives me pain, and I have so little time ;
and even that little is broken Dy the forcible intrusion of
strangers. Would that I were fairly off, out of this tur-
moil : there is no pleasure in seeing those I love in this
vay, and there is no good to the public service. The
news from India puzzles me: Gough's fortifying himself
thews weakness. I doubt Whish getting up to him so
quickly as is expected, and several things indicate diffi-
culty in procuring carriage; heavy guards also are required
for convoys. These things lead me to your opinion that a
bale will not take place immediately ; but it will when
Whish joins Gough : if not, the demoralization of the army
must be great, and my task more difficult, for it is harder
to rally than to lead. You are among the few who know of
bow little value popularity is when trials are at hand, unless
powerfully supported by realities ; unless I can do something

which will shew the troops that their expectations are not
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consolations to which a long laborious life, amidst turbulent
scenes and dangers, had given inexpressible charms in his
imagination—and at the very moment that life was com-
mencing !

Did ambition urge him ? his whole life, as shewn in this
work, contradicts the thought. Despising power, except for
the enforcement of good ; contemptuous of money, of which
he had more than enough ; he went forth simply because his
country called on him. The duke had said, Esther you or
I must go, the people desired that it should be Charles
Napier, and so he went, but not in hope. He foresaw, and
the event showed how clearly, that he was sacrificing com-
fort in age, and even life itself, in a vain attempt to serve
the public; that he was to be again repaid with ingratitude
and injustice, and both went beyond even his anticipations—
yet he went.

The print shops and the press, serious and comic, teemed
during this period with caricatures and sarcastic squibs: of
the first, the most biting represented four directors trotting
towards the India House, as bearers of a palanquin in which
the aged object of their hatred reclined, smiling disdainfully.
Of the second, perhaps the best historical, certainly the most
amusing account of the matter and the man, was the fol-
lowing.

“STORY OF KOOMPANEE JEHAN.

“Some time after the death of Aurungzebe, a mighty
prince held domination over Tudia, from the seven mouths
of the Ganges to the five tails of the Indus, who was re-
nowned above most other monarchs for his strength, riches,
and wisdom. His name was Koompanee Jehan. Although
this monarch had innumerable magnificent palaces at Delhi
and Agra, at Benares, Boggleywollah, and Ahmednuggar,
his common residence was in the beautiful island of Ingleez,
in the midst of the capital of which, the famous city of Lun-
doon, Koompanee Jehan had a superb castle. It was called
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the Hall of Lead, and stood at the foot of the Mountain of
Com, close by the verdure-covered banks of the silvery Ta-
ez, where the cypresses wave, and zendewans, or night-
ingales, love to sing. In this palace he sate and gave his
orders to govern the multitudinous tribes which paid him
tribute from the Cashmerian hills to the plains watered by
tle Trrawaddy.

“The great Koompanee Jehan governed his dominions
with the help of a council of 24 vizeers, who assembled daily
in the Hall of Lead, and who were sclected from among the
most wenlthy, wise, brave, and eminent of the merchants
scribes and warriors in the service of his vast empire. It
Twust have been a grand sight to behold the 24 sages assem-
bed in durbar, smoking their kaleoons round the monarch’s
magnificent throne.

“It was only by degrees, and by the exercise of great
cuning and prodigious valour, that the illustrious Koom-
panee Jehan bad acquired the vast territory over which he
rled. By picking endless quarrels, in which he somehow
always seemed to be in the right, and innumerable battles in
which his bravery ever bad the uppermost, he added king-
dom after kingdom to his possessions. Thus the rajahs,
princes, and emperors of India fell before the sword of his
servants; and it is known that Boonapoort, Tippoo Sahib,
the Mysore Sultan, and Iskender Shal, who conquered Porus
Singh on the banks of the Indus, were severally overcome
by the lieutenants of the victorious warrior who dwelt in the
Hall of I.ead. One of his chieftains, the great Elleen-
Burroo, a stronger man than Antar himself, carried off the
gates of Somnauth on his back, and brought them to the
foot of the throne of the palace on the Mountain of Corn, by
the banks of the Tameez. .

* This mighty monarch, who had guns enough to blow
this world into Jehanum, and who counted his warriors by
lakhs, was, like many other valiant sovereigus, the slave of
swoman ; and historians assert that he guve up the chief

L4
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government of his country to the empress his mott
queen of the Ingleez, of whom he was so fond that h
deny her nothing. He appointed the captains and ¢
of his regiments, but the empress nominated all th
generals; and the chiefs of Koompanee Jehan, who
ried his flag in a hundred battles, and notched thei
ters across the head-pieces of thousands of his foes, w
a little angry to see strangers put over them; who can
Lundoon smelling of musk and rose water, and who
lion's share of the honours, while they took no more (
indeed can ?) than the lion’s share of the fighting.
in a famous action in Kabool, a certain captain of a
blew open the gates of the city, but it was the general
Bahawder, who was made a bashaw of three tails for t
which the other had done; and for a series of trem
actions on the Sutlege River, Harding Shah, Smith
and Goof Bahawder were londed with honours, and hs
mouths well nigh choked with barleysugar; whereas
Koompanee's own warriors, Littler Singh, a better
than any of those other three, was passed over with s
a kind word.

““ In consequence of this system —for the empress-1
would often cause her son to select generals who k
more brains than a wezz or goose—disasters freq
befel Koompanee Jehan's armies, and that prince had
a bekhelool or hard nut to crack. One army was w
and utterly destroyed, because the queen-mother ch
give the command of it to an officer out of whom ag
illness had squeezed all the valour; and another w
though as brave as Roostum, yet was 100 years old, ax
been much better at home handling a pipe than a swo
which his old hands were now quite unfit. Lion as h
Goof Bahawder did not remember that the enemy with
he had to do were derans or foxes, and that a pack of
is more dangerous than a lion in a pit. Finding the «
one day posted in a jungle, this Goof Bahawder se:
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not have Napeer Singh, nor eat the pie of humility any
more.’

“The people still roared out ‘ Nobody can help us but
Napeer Singh.’

“Now, Napeer Singh was as sulky as the 24 vizeers. ‘I
g, said he, “to serve a monarch who has been grossly un-
grateful, and whose nose I have tweaked in durbar ? Never,
never !’

“But an old General, nearly 100 years old, very old,
brave, and wise, the Great Wellingtoon, came to an)eer
Singh and said, ¢ Oh! Khan, in these times of danger men
must forget their quarrels and serve their country. If you
vill not go to the Indus, I will go—one of us must.” They
¥ere two lions, two Roostums, two hooked-beaked eagles of
¥ar; they rushed into each other’s arms, and touched each
other's beaks. ‘ Oh! Father, Napeer Singh said, ‘I will
go;' and he went forth and he bought a piece of soap, and
be got two towels; and he took down from the wall his
bright and invincible tulwar.

“Meauwhile the 24 vizeers and King Koompanee Jehan
bad been taking counsel in the Hall of Lead. Many of the
tagry ones said, ‘ No, we will not appoint him our General.’
Some of the wise vizeers said, ¢ Yes, we will appoint him;
for withont him we shall not have a kingdom at all.” At
hst the King himself, who was bajil, that is very fat, rose
wp from his throne and said—

“¢O my Agas, Omrahs, Scribes, and men of war. There
tre many things which a man has to put into his imameh or
pipe, which are hard to smoke, and have an unsuvoury per-
fume: I have been smoking a chillum of this sort. A kick
is not & pleasant thing to swallow, neither is a dose of senna.
Adversity sometimes prescribes one, as the doctor orders the
other. We have had all our beards pulled, we have been
kicked round the room, we have been tumbled helter-skelter
by this Roostum. Bekhesm! Bismillah! my sides ache
still with the violence of his papooshes. But what of this ?
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If T am drowning, shall T refuse to live because a man pulls
me out of the water by the nose ? If I want to fly, shall I
refuse a horse because he kicks a little ? I will mount him
in the name of Fate, and ride for my life. We know how
strong this Samsoon is; let him go in Heaven's name, and
fight the enemy for us. Let him go. Make out his papers;
give him a khelat, and a feast of honour!’” And the wise
and beneficent monarch sate down and puffed away at his
kaleoon, as the 24 vizeers, bowing their heads, cried, ¢ Be it
as the King says.’

“ When the Ingleez heard of this Elemzshedeh or good
news, they all rejoiced exceedingly; and the Queen of the
Ingleez clapped her hands for joy.

“And as for Napeer Singh, he took his two towels and
his piece of soap, and his scimetar, and he went away to the
ship which was to carry him to the sea.”

He left England the night of the 24th, the anniversary
of his victory at Dubba, reached Calcutta the 6th of May,
assumed the chief commund forty-three days after quitting
London—and found no war!

‘“ April 25th, off Ceylon.—You will have heard that the
war is over in India, and Lord Gough has come off with
flying colours. Both these things rejoice me much. 1°.
I shall have no more to do with war and its miseries, which
are, and ever were, hateful to me, whatever that false mouth-
ing fellow Lord Grey may say to the contrary. 2°. It was
hard that a brave old veteran like Gough, whose whole life
has been devoted to his duty, should be dismissed from his
command, and close his long career under undeserved abuse,
because the directors kept him in a post which was become
too difficult. Both these subjects of pain to me are now
over. I hear the Punjaub is not to be annexed, but
to be governed by a commission, of the Lawrence family
chiefly.”

On arriving at Calcutta he found an honourable testi-
mony to his ability from Mr. Pringle, the civil servant who
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error was his position at Goojerat, which is a strong village
and should have been in his centre and entrenched ; if he
had placed it in his centre the battle would have been diffi-
cult to win; but it is not fair to criticise either general till
one hears the story complete. The engineer who built the
téte de pont tells me the Sikhs could not storm it, that the
works were too strong; but only half a battalion was in it,
and a whole army would have assailed! Governing the
Punjaub by a council of politicals is curious, and it is
scarcely to be believed that Dalhousie really means this. 1
have a few steps to take which will do the army good, and
then my hope is to return to you all. It is a fearfully hot
journey up the country that we have before us, Lut I dare
say we shall get over it well.

*“The same. Simla, June 22nd.—I do not know Lord
Dalhousie yet, and can say nothing about his abilities; but
he has hitherto given me full support and satisfaction: I
shall require it, for my work is immense and very difficalt.
Whether I am equal to it I do not know, but am certain
soon to be the most unpopular commander in chief that has
yet filled the office. All is loose, and to pull up unpleasant,
but must be done. The new Sikh regiments were formed
before I came, in consequence of pledges given by Edwardes,
Lawrence, Hardinge's treaty, Abbot, &c., in the hour of
peril. Instead of tying up the fagot of sticks the political
system secms to untie the bundle. The situation of the
troops alarms me; they ure cverywhere deficient in cover,
and of course crowded. At Peshawur, at Rawull Pindee, at
Tahore, in the Julunder: everywhere. When autumn comes,
unless we are saved by a miracle, like Whish at Mooltan,
God help us, for I have not Aladdin’s lamp. We are help-
less at this season, the troops cannot march a mile, and
there is no altering this state of things; which I shall of
course be accused of producing, and of murdering all who
will die from August to Christmas. If we could get into
oamps of 15,000 or 20,000 men each, it would be different,
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till winter! I made up my mind at once, and assumed
command, as every previous commander in chief had doue.
You will think I was right, and Gough told me I was so;
but one of his friends told me, he—the friend, thought it
was not right. I like that noble old fellow Gough more
than ever. I told him my wish was that he would order me
home; it would be a kindness, and so saying I told him the
truth. More than that, I am sure the people of England
would be as delighted at it, as they were at my being sentto
supersede Gough ; for that is the word, not succeed, despite
of Lord John's assertion :—witness Gomm's arrival at Cal-
cutta! Successors ure not ordered out in duplicate from the
most distant corners of the earth.

“Thanks for your account of Napoleon’s pontoons. I
too would rather be governor of the Punjaub than com-
mander in chief, as you say you would; had I been so my
arrangements would have been quite different from what
they are. We shall see how the commission works; perhaps
it may do, but my opinion is against it, and I shall confine
myself strictly to my military duties, offering no opinions
upon other matters. Had I been here for Lord Dalhousie
to put at the head of the Punjaub I believe he could not
have done it: my suspicion is that he was ordered to put
Lawrence there. Write to you often now I cannot; my
work is all details, and keeps me fifteen hours a day at my
desk. I like Lord Dalhousie so far as I know him, he is
very kind to me; that is, he supports me, for as to private
kindness I don't care a pinch of snuff, and would rather
be without it, as interrupting business; which is the only
thing that gives me pleasure. It is cold here, fires in July
in India! The great height is oppressive to the chest: we
are 7000 feet above the sea.

“The same, July 24th.—Forty years nearly have passed
since we fought on the Coa, and here we are still alive!
You suffering from ill health, I away from all of you, and
not liking my position or my work. Lord Dalhousie is






but not with a * board of administration !’ as it is
This board has not yet got a police! and it has €
hundred men as guards, of whom neither the comma
chief nor the adjutant-general know a word ; and 1t
from 16 to 100 miles distant from any military ¢
Had there been a sudden insurrection of Sikhs, t
knowledge of the matter would have come to me 1
account of the destruction of these detachments! H
gave more to politicals than even Lord Auckland did
“When I heard of these detached gunards, I poin
to Lord Dalbousie the mischievous tendency of letti1
ticals interfere with soldiers : youw will see it in the:
my letter. This must be stopped, and to do him jus
does his best to support me; poor fellow, he is not i
health. I have had a trial of strength with the p«
already, and Lord Dalhousie has stood by me well.
had stationed three regiments at Adeenanuggur on th
salee canal, N.E. of Umritzer, to guard a deputy c
“sioner, and a treasury, and all the idle riff-raff whi
round a civil servant. This place is so unhealthy tI
inhabitants flee in the rains as from death; they go 1
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you old 73! he gallops like a runaway horse! He jogs us
through, and I wish he would jog me home, for here there
is no use for me. This place is very beautiful indeed ; bat
the great height gives an oppressive feel in the chest,
and makes me draw a long breath every five minutes. The
mountains are steep, and covered with wood ; the clouds are
below us, flying in all directions, and oftentimes, as one sits
in a room, & cloud walks in as unconcernedly as a Christian,
and then melts away, going I suppose down our throats, for
he wets beards and mustachios : apropos, mine are regaining
their wonted dignity and are worthy of my position. The
rains have at last set in here. Had they delayed another
week, famine would have fallen on the land, and in India
famines are said to be even more terrible than in Ireland.
Tell Lady Colchester, that India without Lord Ellenborough
is to me a ring of gold without its jewel. I have got his
writing desk, and at it I stand writing words that bum
for the Court of Directors: No! they do not burn, or the
hall of lead would melt.

“ There is a vast deal of work on my hands. You are
not a soldier, yet know enough of military things, and of
geography, to understand me. Borrow a large map of
India, and observe that I command more than 300,000
men, of whom some are placed at Peshawur, some in
Scinde, some at Madras, some at Calcutta, some in Arra-
can, some in Assam. What an immense expanse they
cover! It takes a regiment five months and a half to
march from Peshawur to Calcutta; and from Calcutta to
Assam four or five months more. I could not visit all
the posts of the army in less than a year. Now from each
I get returns of men, of public works, of health and
diseases, with moral complaints, petitions &c. and from
such distant countries some are very difficult to understand
sufficiently to give orders. You recommend Gardiner's
nephew. I know him, but, strange as it seems, I have
no patronage. Lord Hardinge raised eighteen new regi-






174 LIFE OF CHARLES JAMES NAPIER. [1849.

policemen, and in small sums : two or three mounted sowars
of the police were sufficient guard. I would have held my
administration as very feeble and ill-arranged if Lgequired a
military guard for anything civil, unless some extraordinary
case arose, which however never did arise while I was in
Scinde : my whole force had always six nights in bed. A
man had seldom to mount guard above once a week, and
here, in some parts of India, I find the men have seldom
more than one night in bed : in some cases the guards are
mounted two nights in succession by the same men.

“ What is in the Punjaub I do not know, but such severe
duty is enough to destroy the discipline of an army, unless
on a campaign, where the strength of men is on the stretch
for a few months. I was not governor of Scinde a month
when I had formed in all its details a police, which consisted
of 2400, cavalry and infantry, clothed and drilled alike,
and spread all over the country. The cavalry, a sort of
gens d'armerie, connected the stations of the rural police,
patrolling all over the country, and assembling to attack
robber bands, which were common at first, but soon taught
that Scinde was no place for them. This cavalry gave also
information to the captains of police as to what was going
on. :

*“ These different police divisions were the real guard of
the civil power: they were under the command of the
magistrates, but commanded by their own officers, to
whom the magistrates applied,—and the police officers’
whole duty was to protect the civil power. Now if the
“ board of administration’ in the Punjaub, had a body of
police like that of Scinde, only more numerous, say 8000,
the country would be kept in order without soldiers. To
form such a police would take ten days or a fortnight, but
it must be done skilfully, or it will do more harm than
good. The head of the police should be a man of high
rank, such as Colonel Penny, or Brigadier Wheeler, -or
Lt.-Colonel Lawrence. But the great principle is that
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friend Charles Curling, at Hydrabad—an honourable good
man as ever lived, all those Curlings are: his glass ha
run, he is at peace and without a care! Plenty of othe
anxieties. No mail, and it is many days beyond its time
I fear for the safety of the ship in which my precious child
Susan is coming out. Her husband is very uncomfortable
and we are afraid to tell each other the horrible thought
that force themselves on our minds.

“11th.—No mail! I cannot dwell on this, I mus
think of my work. Every arrangement for the arrival o
the 87th gnd 75th Regiments at Calcutta, was made by me
and for getting those fresh regiments at once to the N.W
provinces ; all have been upset by the civil government
My object was that two acclimated regiments should b
at Dum Dum, where they are healthy, and the gin-shop
known to their officers, who could thus control the evi
The Calcutta government have sent them up the countr
and crowded a whole regiment into barracks, where I ba
arranged for only a wing; and it has kept the 75th e
Fort William, where the greatest part will be immediatel
in hospital, and numbers will die. All this is becaus
my friend Sir John Littler has been foolish. He has moi
work than he can do, and has probably left this to h
staff. Mark! I am commander in chief, yet I dare m(
interfere, because the lieutenant-governor of Bengal is n
superior! He is governor-general within the precincts
Bengal, and I can only pray that my arrangements m
not be disturbed! This is being commander in chief!
will not stay.

‘¢ Another sample. The politicals who govern the Pw
jaub sent me word, that if two companies were sent to gua
their small under-political and his treasure at Batalu, that
palace there would amply accommodate the civil and mil
tary authorities, the treasure, and two companies of regul
infantry ;" at the same time they persuaded Sir W. Gilbert
send two companies. Thinking they were in a palace, a1
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To this public testimony of respect was added a private
oue, ot less indicative of the general feeling, and coming
fion 2 brave and noble soldier, Sir Colin Campbell.

“To Sir C. Napier.—I was truly sorry to hear that you
deemed it necessary to devote such a number of hours daily
toyour work. Fifteen hours is beyond the strength of any
mm; the youngest constitution could not stand that amount
of daily labour continuously, without giving way under such
&ertion of application and confinement. You have a great
tk on hand, in the success of which every officer, young
ud old, of both services in this army, who feels the slightest
concern for its honour and well-being, is deeply interested.
And I know that in your efforts for its improvement you
ary with you the hearty approval and cordial good wishes
of every regimental officer, and all officers in command of
troops in the army.

“You understand and are acquainted with the army of
India, an advantage which few commanders in chief enjoy
upon their first appointments: and as every officer, and
every soldier too, is aware that the improvements now being
itroduced originate entirely with yourself, all are anxious
that your health and strength should not fail while engaged
in the good work. Think of saving yourself enough to
carry through the very arduous job you have taken in hand,
in which every one wishes you success, and which for many
reasons none other than yourself can or could accomplish.”

His journal of military inspection now commenced.

“Journal, October 13th.—Anniversary of my father's
death. He was fifty-four. Giving my mother his watch, he
nid ¢ Sarah, take my watch I have done with time!’ and
immediately expired! My hope is to meet him, and it will
be soon.

“Jerrog, October 22nd.—Left Simla where I have dwelt
among the clouds for four months and six days, doing much
bard work, which, of course, as at Cephalonia and Scinde,
vill be of no use, and undone by my successor, who will
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be another fool :—a fool with a will, or a fool without a will.
If the first he will undo all my work, and do his own. If
the last he will let other men have their will, and probably
be made a lord for so doing : not that I want a peerage, but
most men do, and that is the way to gain one. I reviewed
at Jetag the little Goorka battalion: they are said to be
brave as men can be, but horrid little savages. Their
‘ kookery' is a sort of knife, like & straitened reaping-hook.
Troops to engage these small but strong.devils should have
shoulder chains, for the Goorka makes three cuts; one
across the shoulder, the next across the forehead, the third
a ripping-up one. If then the shoulder be safe there are
but two parries to make, and a firm stand with a strong
bayonet will settle kookery.

It is very strange how English officers will cry up every
weapon but their own, although every soldier knows it to be
the best; McMurdo with a good sword would kill half a
dozen of these Goorkas, one after another. However they
are brave little men, and all surrounding pations dread
them. We should therefore make much of them, take
fifteen or twenty thousand of them into pay and over-
throw their king with his own subjects: they should be in
number equal to the British forces here, and then the
Sepoys oould not ‘turn out.'

* Sabathoo, 28rd.—An examination of the barracks here
leaves no wonder at the sickly state of the men; in rooms
badly ventilated, and only 12 feet high, they put one hun-
dred and forty-two men! The principle of the military
board is that of the Black Hole of Calcutta: only ninety-
four men should have been in those barracks at the most.
How is it possible men should not be sickly and die? They
do die by hundreds, and a man costs the Company £100 the
day he lands: he must be replaced at the same expence.
Take the cost of these and the like barracks, in this case it
has been very great, and we have the cost of uninhabitable
barracks. Is not this inconceivable folly and cruelty ? The
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dirctors fancy this military board is economical!! It is
tertain that people of mediocre talent always put their foot
@ it: moderation is their cry, that is, do things by halves
teause you have not talent for doing all right. Had Lord
Ellenborough and myself been moderate, after this fashion,
i Scinde, rivers of blood would have flowed : there would
bave been a battle of Feroshashur, but Sobraon would never
bave been fought, or if fought, it would have been on the
baks of the Jumna!

“October 24th, Kussowlie.—This place is very pretty,
mountain scenery and as healthy as possible ; fine mountain
menery cannot be unhealthy, yet the soldiers are sickly : the
barracks are infamous! Calculated for five hundred men,
the military board, that curse of India, has put 1300 into
them! Numbers have perished, killed in this way by that
board.

“Dugshai, 25th October.—This place is magnificent for a
barrack, and the barracks are good, but with one fault, they
are t0o broad ; and again the infernal military board will jam
more men into them than ought to be, and the overplus die.
Each man should have a thousand cubic feet of air; short
of that sickness and death result, as sure as night follows
day. When not crammed the Dugshai barracks are good.

“Kalka, October 26th.—Passed over some miles of road,
than which none can be worse or more dangerous. One
place, fifty yards long, being measured with a stick, was eleven
inches wide: on one side was a precipice of 800 feet with
arocky torrent below ; on the other the bank rose so steeply
that, although not absolutely perpendicular no ome could
stand on it. To make the transit more fearful, the path
sloped towards the precipice. On this the horse walked, and
balf way the path had a sort of rocky step for two yards!
XNo Lorse fell, but none of us.rode, except Licutenant Jack-
son the magistrate of the district: he rides it two or three
times a week! I would not do so for ten pounds: one slip

by his horse and no power on earth could save him. Captain
Harding did ride over one of the worst of these bits, but I
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think he did not see it till so close that to dismount
was imposeible: in other places, where we did not dismount,
our legs hung over the precipice. How the bearers got the
Palkees along I know not, but they did, holding them
actually over the edges.

* Umballa, 27th.—Saw thebody-guard, and made acquain-
tance with their commander, Major Mayne ; a fine dashing
handsome fellow, and a good soldier I hear. The guards
are fine-looking men; each had a medal, being all old
soldiers, and their horses are beautiful. Dalhousie is bent
on following Hardinge’s plan of reducing them, instead of
Lord Ellenborough’s plan of making them a superb corps.
How invariably °mediocres’ fall into each others’ plans,
and eschew those of great men. Yet Hardinge was far
above par.

“ Deobund, 29th.—Here, amidst quantities of monkies,
I worked at my military report on India. I forgot to men-
tion that at Kussowlie and the other hills, are the largest,
finest butterflies, and other insects, in the world. Some
were scarcely less than this book—nine inches by four:
they are sold for a gold mohur, nearly two pounds!

“ Meerut, Oct. 30th.—Finished my report on the defence of”
India; good in my opinion, but it must be again read over.
People may think it sense or nonsense, but I know it is
sense, and am pretty sure my brother William will think
80 too: his opinion and Kennedy's are the only ones I care
for, and Kennedy likes it. Lord Ellenborough will certainly
like some parts, for they are his own : it is the system adopted
by me for Scinde, but on a large scale.

“ Delhi, 81st Oct.—Reached this famous city, and have
been just visited by the ex-Raja of Gwalior, Hindoo Rao.
He is a fine stout fellow, something between Harry the
Eighth and Falstaff, but short and squab ; sitting, I took
him for six feet high, but when he rose he was not so tall
as myself—and my excellency stopped on the journey towards
heaven at five feet seven inches and a half.

*“ Nov. 1st.—The grandeur of the palace is only to be
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equlled by the degraded state of its inmates : one anecdote
tells the whole tale. In the king's apartments a magnificent
# of arched marble windows were being taken down ; they
vee of the finest white marble, with beautiful fret-work
aning, and were to make way for an honest glazed win-
dv, of most honourable deal wood. The marble pieces
wll be left, 1 am told, in some out-house, and gradually
dissppear.  What courts are here! What seats of marble
fom which to issue edicts to an empire! Oh this palace,
oce worthy of India! Now the marble even cannot be
wen from filth! Would that I were king of India. I
vould make Moscowa and Pekin shake. Before this no
palace ever met my eyes that excited a wish to become its
master. Delhi! Delhi! thou art in truth the queen of
cities, or ought to be; and with thee and thy palace I am
i love, beastly and filthy as both are! How beautiful it
would be if restored, and one hundred thousand pounds
would restore the palace worthily: but a wretch owns it,
and the ‘ignominious tyrants’ of Leadenhall bow the
bead to his filth. The magazine will explode some day
and thousands will be destroyed, and with them the
palace.

“Nov. 4th, Agra.—Received here by the Lieutenant-
Governor Thomason, with a kindness of manner which
distinguishes this very distinguished member of the civil
service.  Of him I have heard and seen enough to con-
vince me, that he is one of the few I have met who take
rally great views for this noble empire, and who has a
heasd to execute grand conceptions. He is not what I call
a old Indian, that is to say, a man full of curry and bad
Hindostanee, with a fat liver and no brains, but with a
self-sufficient idea, that no one ‘can know India’ except
through long experience of brandy, champagune, grain-fed
mutton, cheroots and hookers. Well, Thomason has no-
thing at all of all this: he has no self-sufficiency, and has
a marvellous good head. If he has a failing it is, seemingly,

K 38
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too much mildness for governing, that is, for making officials
stick to their work. Perhaps he is right however, certainly
80 for himself, for a man cannot be too mild. Still, what is
to be done ? there is nothing so difficult as to temper vigour
with mildness : rogues always play upon mildness. How the
devil could I make soldiers attend, by sending a civil message
to a rascal a thousand miles off, with ¢ Pray sir, do me the
Javour not to get drunk at mid-day : do think how wrong st
8/ at least it 48 not quite right.” By the Lord Harry it won't
do, oak trees cannot be chopped down with penknives, and
80 I must and do use the hatchet, now and then. Yet one
would rather not, and as I can produce no great deeds here
from want of power, I'll be off! Meantime 1 admire Mr.
Thomason, and wish they would give him the Punjaub.

“ The five rivers and the Punjaub, the Indus and Scinde,
the Red Sea and Egypt, the Mediterranean and Sicily, the
Ionian Islands and Malta. What & chain of lands and
waters to attach England to India! Were I king of Eng-
land I would, from the palace of Delhi, thrust forth a
clenched fist in the teeth of Russia and France. Eng-
land's fleet should be all in all in the west, and the Indian
army all in all in the east. India should not belong
another day to the ‘ignominious tyrants!' nor should it
depend upon opium sales, but on an immense population
well employed in peaceful pursuits. She should suck
English manufactures up her great rivers, and pour down
those rivers her own varied products. Kurrachee you swill
yet be the glory of the East! Would that I could come
alive again to see you Kurrachee in your grandeur!

“ M. Genl. W. Napier, Nov. 4th.—Nothing to tell you
but of courts-martial and fights with politicals, the last
not serious yet: to these add the relieving of regiments,
squabbles of officers — and all sorts of rubbish that
would take a month of writing to describe, and not be
worth a moment's reading. I endeavour in these details
to give the army what it wants:—a proper military tone.
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would furnish a powerful reserve to assist our Punjaub army
marching on Jumnoo; or our Almoral army if invading
Nepal: Goolab and Nepal would be held under control.
They could not unite. On the least threatening, a large
force could enter Nepal at two places, and a powerful
reserve could support the Punjaub army of fifty thousand
men: Delhi and Dinapore, my two great magazines, are
connected by water carriage.

“With all this I propose the substitution of a military
police for the idlers, the latter are called all sorts of names
and attached to the civil servants, who make servants of
them : at least all people say so. They amount to about
three hundred thousand men! Call them 150,000 in Ben-
gal, and give me 100,000 for police; it leaves 50,000 for
their present work, and we should have 12,000 policemen in
each military division, capable in war of fighting the enemy,
of keeping down insurrection, and of guarding convoys. If
forced to fight for life and India, we can, under this arrange-
ment, retire from Delhi, because there will be a grand maga-
zine at Dinapore connected with Calcutta by water, and the
line of the Seone River could be occupied with the Bengal
army. Its right would be on the Ganges, its left on the
Madras army, which would occupy the line of the upper Ner-
budda : the lower Nerbudda would be held by the Bombay
army. We could thus close in mass, to retire on Calcutta
or Bombay with all the Europeans, civil and military, and
any faithful native troops. This may seem a wild idea of
danger, but it is not impossible, and we should be always pre-
pared : for if mischief ever comes in India it will come like
a thunderbolt. I will send you my report at length, for I
never feel satisfied till you see my military plans : it will not
please the powers that be, but my knowledge is greater than
theirs.”—This report and his military views, and projected
reforms for every branch of the service, will be found in his
posthumous work: here some characteristic opinions and
modes of command must suffice.
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soldiers, without any house but what they could make for
themselves. All these recollections make me not only wish
for your acquaintance, but also, if in my power, to be of use
to you. But I am here in a position, where I am resolved,
so far as I am able, to be just, and to bestow whatever
patronage I may have on those whose claims are strongest
on the country. Thus my wishes to serve you may not be
seconded by my power, restricted as that is by myself; and
sure I am you will approve of such restriction, for I know
the high feelings of your family. Now I can only say this:
you have I believe served with distinction, and have claims
as well as your neighbours; therefore, if at any time you
think I can serve you tell me how, and state your claims.

“ Captain .—I arrived here yesterday and found
your letter of May 22nd! I go away this evening and
shall be at Cawnpoor the day after to-morrow, and so on to
Mecrut, where I shall be glad to see you should affairs admit
of it : but run no risk, for need I tell you, that Lord Ellen-
borough'’s friends get no mercy from his enemies. I was-
not aware that on being sworn in I became President in
Council, ‘ex officio.” It signifies little, but had I known_
it I should have taken my place ! "— Why was he not toldd
s0 by the Council?—*1 am glad you did not decline going~
to ——. Have patience, and bear anything till I get to
Simla, and be assured that Lord Dalhousie will tell me
frankly his intentions about you. I judge him by Lord E.'s
opinion, but at all events will form mine, and tell you
what it is. The peculiar qualifications’ are perfectly
clear to me: be is deceived! I will convince him by the
facts, that Scinde revenue is better collected by Major
Goldney and Captain Rathborne than by any civil servant in
Bengal, Madras or Bombay : at least those who are good
judges of both have told me so, and I believe it capable of
proof.”

Those who knew Charles Napier will at once recognise
his playful, caustic humour, in the following letter. It was
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the latter are said to have disappointed their commanders in
the last campaign, and are much abused, whether deservedly
ornot I cannot tell. All I can say, is, that the 9th Bengal
Light Cavalry and 8rd Bombay did nobly at Meeanee and
Hydrabad : so did the Scinde Horse, and I would not be
anid to go into action with native troops, and without
Europeans, provided I had the training of them first. With
respoct to the Company’s European regiments they are ad-
mirble. Whether it be expedient to increase their numbers
toreplace the Queen’s regiments I will not pretend to judge:
bat this I will say :—the Company’s Europeans will face any
@emy in the world! I have the greatest admiration for
them, and know them well "
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EIGHRTEENTH EPOCH.

SECOND PERIOD.

Sir C. NAPIER was now approaching a great event, namely,
the suppression of a fearful mutiny, and the exposure off
ignorance and selfishness which had produced it; yet his
correspondence only vaguely touches on this great matter=
heavily oppressed with labour and sickness, and each hour”
expecting a rupture with jealous power, it was guarded and
scant. But in his posthumous work he has told the story
with all its curious details, disclosing at once the peril to
the empire, and the miserable jealousy and foulness of the
weak, vain creature, to whose misgoverning that empire
was delivered.  Succinct explanatory sketches will how-
ever be found here, shewing the leading points.

When the Punjaub was first occupied, the Sepoys, having
passed the Indian frontier, had augmented allowances; but
when the country was annexed these allowances were with—-
drawn: bad policy prevailing in both cases according to
Charles Napier's view. He saw no occasion to grant those
allowances, and they were suddenly suppressed, by a mere
official regulation, without reflection on the danger of tam
pering with the pay of mercenaries, who had no tie of fidelity
but pay, and many grounds for estrangement, such as reli-
gion, colour and race : mercenaries also of such power that
once aroused none could control them. Discontent imme-
diately prevailed, and in July 1849, one month after Sir C.
Napier reached Simla, the 22nd N.I. stationed at Rawul
Pindee in the Punjaub, refused the reduced pay: it became
known also that other regiments were prepared to do the
same, but a temporary want of money had delayed the offer
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of poyment. This happened in the midst of the warlike
Sikh population, including the disbanded Kalsa army, then
silleoly brooding over their recent defeats: an army which
aly two years before controlled their own government on
tis very point of high pay :—controlled and overturned it,
ud by a machinery perfectly known to the discontented
Sepoys! Soon the 13th Regiment followed the example of
tbe 22nd, and an active correspondence with other and dis-
tant regiments was discovered to exist.

From Simla Sir C. Napier would, on hearing of this
matter, have repaired at once to Rawul Pindee, if he had not
thought it unwise to give importance to a danger not yet
fully developed, and only affecting a quarter where a very
tble and prudent officer, Sir Colin Campbell, commanded.
Meanwhile it was proposed to Lord Dalhousie, by Colonel
Benson of the military board, that these two regiments should
be disbanded at once. This the commander in chief opposed,
8s cruel and impolitic. Many other regiments were, he said,
cerinly involved, the government could not disband an
amy, and the punishment of two would be a signal for a
general outbreak. His reasoning prevailed. The insubordi-
nation at Rawul Pindee was repressed without bloodshed, and
the commander in chief publicly treated the matter as one
of sccidental, restricted criminality, not affecting the mass:
but he did not privately view it thus, and watched keenly,
expecting mischief, because the Sepoys remained sullen
though passive, and the ramifications of evil were evidently
widely spread. It was in this state of affairs he commenced
bis journey of inspection, visiting, as already seen, various
Places, and at Delhi he again encountered the spirit of
matiny. There the 41st N.I. four hundred miles from the
insubordinate men of Rawul Pindee, refused to enter the
Punjaub without the higher pay; and it was well understood
that twenty-four other regiments, then in orders for relieving
the troops in the country of the five rivers, were of the same
mind. By dexterous management, and the obtaining of
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it hard to bear, and will go home: to you only will I sa
that the good but weak creature I have to deal with :
enough to drive me mad. Our apparent cordiality, which

encourage a belief in, is of use, but my cards are very diff
cult to play, and have been all along. Great self-control :
required, and I have fear of writing even this much lest m
letter should fall into bad hands. However some good

have done. It has been left to me to build a cantonmen
and my hope is that it will be a model for others. But thet
are a hundred reasons why I cannot stay in India, and

cannot tell them to Lord Ellenborough, for he would te
them to the duke, or Lord Fitzroy, and they would tell Lor
Dalhousie: the horses here are too many for the coachmar
When we meet I will tell you of all the folly going on; an
it is past remedy, unless the governor-general and commande
in chief are made one. It is not poor Lord Dalhousie
fault. I like him, he is well intentioned and ¢ so firm'—i
his own opinion—that he dashes his head against a wall
With the best intentions in the world, he is paving everythin
and place but the roads, which unluckily are the only thing
that want to be paved.

“I have smashed about a dozen blackguards. The courts
martial thought they could do as they liked, reject revise
sentences, and spit in my face, but found they were in th
wrong box : they forgot that I could shew them up in my re
marks first, and next mark them as ¢ very good regimental off
cers but not fit for the staff.” I let this ooze out as an on dii
and somehow courts now think twice before they attempt t
bully : there are but few, and those are honest recommenda
tions to mercy now. The youngsters thought they had th
bit in their tceth. My judge advocate general Birch is 1
blue-light man, full of fuith and legal quibbles: he had the
discipline of the army in his own hands, but now he is in
my hands, and discipline revives.

*“The poor 14th Dragoons had been so run down for the
Chillianwallah affair that their spirit was broken: there was
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indeed & panic, but we know a panic ought not to stamp men
s a set of cowards after their gallantry at Ramnuggur,
where, when led by a brave soldier, they behaved bravely :
vhen badly led they got a panic. My speech to them was
reassuring, and I hear set the men half mad; there were
shouts heard in the barrack rooms all day and night after
it: vet I said only a few words expressive of my confidence
in them.

“The same, Jan. 2nd.—Much to say, but no time, no!
Dot even to dress myself. The details of my work ought to
be lefi to others, but not yet, I must go into them well first.
Kennedy works as hard as usual, or I should limp badly
over my business. The adjutant-general Grant has a tho-
rough knowledge of the Indian army, and of individuals’ con-
duct, as to the old and most of the young officers; I have
Dever found him unjust towards any, his likes and dislikes
sem well placed ; but he is a stranger for me, and I cannot
vholly be sure that, like you and I, and every one, he has not
favourites. You shall now have my official report, and for
the love of God keep it secret, for there is a long correspond-
€ce going on about it, and the knowledge of your having a
¢0py would do me great injury. Were the duke to know of
Your having a copy he would be savage as the devil, and his
8upport I cannot afford to lose; if thrown into the scale
8ainst me, there would be no chance of carrving a singlo
Point. I will not send it to Lord Ellenborough, lest he

8hould speak to the duke; and as much of it is grounded
Op information I obtained from him, it would tell him little
lew: he can get it from the duke. My first resolve was not
to send it to you, that I might have power to say, none but
Lord Fitzroy had a copy ; but I changed and I have no tbue
to tell the why's and wherefore’s. You know how one is
hampered when dealing with fools and knaves; and wenkness,
worse than all!  You should not have had this report, were
it not that I never think my military ideas are proof till they
have been seen by you.

L2
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“ Lord Dalhousie, 5th Jan.—On arriving at Wuzzeerabad
I learned, from Brigadier Hearsey, that the Sepoys, and espe-
cially the young ones, said ‘When other regiments come up
we will do as they do ; this reduction of pay is tyranny,
but what can we do alone.’ He further said, that an unusual
degree of correspondence is going on between regiments;
which he considered very bad and wished that the govern-
ment could prevent it, or appoint a person to read all the
Sepoys’ letters. I told him that was quite impossible : that
neither could government abridge correspondence, nor open
private letters, except on some occasion which would bear
out such an act. He also told me, that during the war some
men were grumbling and Neville Chamberlaine rebuked them,
saying ‘You are pretty fellows to pretend to be soldiers,
when a few lours’ hardship makes you grumble; had T the
power I would dismiss you.” Upon which another soldier, I
think a Havildar, replied ‘You had better not do that, for
you should not get a man from the country to replace us if
you did.’

“I tell you what Hearsey told me, and it marks a bad
spirit : he seems to think there may be more trouble given
yet, as regiments enter the Punjaub. Hearsey does not want
sense, and is perfectly master of the language of the men;
knowing them well also, as Grant tells me. I know so little
of him that I cannot speak as from personal acquaint-
ance, but he appears to have conducted this refusing pay
affair with great judgment. All that he has told me, when
compared with the report among the 41st that I heard of at
Delhi—of 24 regiments having resolved not to march into
the Punjaub unless they got Scinde allowances—looks
bad : it is just one of those events that one can make no
conjectures upon: we must wait. If nothing happens, all
is right; but if it turns out to be a preconcerted mutiny,
force must be met by force: the least concession would
cost us India. And justice has placed us on high ground.
Thank God! for I declare, if we were not perfectly right
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and just I could mnot reconcile it to my conscience to do
what must be done, in my opinion, to save India from the
ste the Sikhs were in before we quarrelled with them.

“I am not in the least doubtful about putting a stop to
this atrocious attempt of the villains who are trying to mis-
lead their comrades, but fear it will cost bloodshed if they
wcceed ; for I will immediately act against all with the ut-
most vigour.  Neither your lordship nor myself would shed
adrop of blood if it can be avoided ; but a thousand lives
must be taken rather than let 400,000 men dictate to their
government unjustly :—nor justly either, for that matter:

but woe to the government which placed itself in so dread-
ful a position !

“I cannot express what pleasure our just and honourable
position gives me. If the men under trial are condemned as
matineers I will execute them at once, which I have power
to do.

“And now I am sure that this most disagreeable affair
will open the eyes of the directors, and satisfy them that I
am right in wishing for Goorka battalions. I would if I
could, have 25,000 of them, which, added to our own Euro-
peans, would form an army of 50,000 men, and, well han-

dled, would neutralize any combination amongst the Sepoys !
I do most seriously recommend this subject to your con-
sideration, and whether it ought not to be seriously pressed
upon the consideration of the court. I believe your
lordship’s opinion coincides with mine as to the Goorka
battalions : if so, I wish that you would order their higher
pay to be issued from the 1st of January; it will at once
secure the fidelity of these brave troops, and it will bring
others rapidly if we should determine to increase their
strength.  There are small points which in times of danger
govern great events. You see I write frankly all I think.”
These Goorkas he described as being of low stature, but
with huge limbs, answering very exactly the description of
Attila’'s Huns, and not improbably a cognate race: there



222 LIFE OP CHARLES JAMES NAPIER. [1850.

were several battalions in the Company’s service, but on pay
so scanty as scarcely to suffice for sustenance, and it was an
object with Sir C. Napier to place them on the same footing
as the Sepors; not only because of their fine qualifications
of body and spirit, but their freedom from hampering re-
ligious scruples and customs. He hoped thus to render the
prejudices and customs of the Sepoys nugatory for mischief,
and furthermore to check and neutralize the power of Ne-
paul as a state, by the employment of its own people; for
the government of that country was not of a nature to
retain any hold on the affections of soldiers well paid and
cherished by another power. But their greatest value in
his eyes, was the furnishing a sure check on Sepoy mutiny;
for he had discovered that the insubordinate spirit of the
Sepoys was principally amongst the Brahmins, and secretly
nourished by their religious men with a view to control the
government. -

Very politic was the plan of these religious men. High
pay interested all castes, and was a covering-bait: but their
under-machinery was, by religious influence to bar recruiting
if the mutineers were disbanded; and use their banded
strength if retained in pay. Charles Napier's ready genius
at once seized the means of baffling this scheme with one
more deeply laid, morally and physically, namely, augment-
ing the Goorka battalions, as he proposed to Lord Deal-
housie, and giving them Sepoy pay and advantages. He
could thus overawe the mutineers with a rival army of men,
more hardy, stronger of body, even braver, and of less pre-
varicating faith, as having fewer prejudices to wound : thus
also he designed to convince the Brahmins that their in-
fluence to stop recruiting would be futile against the go-
vernment, hurtful only to themselves, and must therefore be
nbandoned. Meanwhile, as before mentioned, he, from policy,
publicly met the immediate mischief with pretended scorn,
expressing it in a general order of the 16th January upon
the trial of the Rawul Pindee mutineers.
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but accidents so bind men in these mundane matters that
human will has no power: bound fast by fate my destiny
must be awaited, though with anxiety.”

His own giant hand was there: but when he put it forth
to save the empire, it was suddenly nailed as it were to the
shopkeeping directors’ counter, as though it had been spread
out for theft instead of protection. Of this more anon: it
shall be now shewn, with what entire sagacity he had fore-
seen the power and malice of his enemies; those enemies
which the Duke of Wellington had treated with such scorn
—in words! Now with his usual fortune, or rather sure in-
stinct in warlike affairs, he decided to go to Kohat, and thus
saved two regiments from destruction, prepared for them by
the Punjaub board of government. This led to a military
operation, on a small scale indeed, yet one of those which as
surely mark the great captain, as operations on a large scaule,
when mismanaged, do the want of military genius. The details
given by himself are at once exciting and melancholy ; they
arc the neighings of an old war-horse in the last of his
battles! But previous to recording them, some private
notes shew how carefully he had considered the probable
progress and results of the mutiny.

“ Memo.—1°. This mutiny is very serious, and the Euro-
peans are dispersed in cantonments, hundreds of miles apart.

“2° In each cantonment the Queen's troops are greatly
outnumbered by the native troops.

¢ 3°. The Punjaub, newly conquered, is hostile to the Eng-
lish rule, and contains all the materials of an army, a de-
feated one indeed, yet able to rally to the number of some
sixty thousand. Will Goolab remain faithful ?

““4°. The regular native regiments in the Punjaub amount
to forty thousand men. Between them and the Sikhs there
is no antipathy ; numbers of our Sepoys during the war were
found on the Sutlege in the ranks of the Sikhs; not deserters
from us, but men who belonged to the battalions which bad
been disbanded for mutiny before by my predecessor.
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On these views he acted, taking care secretly to provide
movable colums, and giving positive instructions to the
generals in the Punjaub how to work on every emergency:
meanwhile he passed on to Peshawur, and found, as before
noted, that he must engage once more in war. For a British
detachment had been massacred, the road to Kohat was
closed by the Affreedees against him the commander in chief,

* the orders issued by the Punjaub administration were
absurd, and sure to cause the loss of two regiments. There
was no time to lose, and he put himself at the head of the
expedition, the causes for which and the details will be gra-
dually brought out by his journal and notes.

“ Journal, February 10th.—We marched yesterday and
encamped at the mouth of the defile, where the head man
of the Akora village met me. He endeavoured to exculpate
his people, and, as these people always do, cast the blame on
others. When he found this unavailing, he tried to defend
himself only. I gave an hour to bring in the chiefs and
cause the people to lay down their arms; it passed and we
advanced ; but the troops had orders not to fire unless fired
upon. I sent Captain Coke up a height to the right, and
two companies of his regiment to one on the left, thus
sccuring the hills in my rear ; the Affreedees then fired, and
we opened with a 12-pounder howitzer, the village was taken
and burned, by Lawrence's men my belief is, and by his
orders.” He commanded a body of the troops raised for the
Punjaub, and placed, as before noticed, under the Punjaub
board, beyond the commander in chief's authority: they
were in fact independent auxiliaries !

“ These villagers indeed deserve punishment, because they,
Lawrence assures me, receive money from our government
to protect the road; instead of which they attacked us.
This is the usual conduct and nature of hill robbers, but
they say we did not pay them enough. Itis the old story:
—civilization and barbarism cannot run together. We have
had firing all night, and I expect our march this day will be
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their families, and we shall get away with more ease and
our loss be less.

“Feb. 18th, Mutinee.—We are here again in the plain,
having swept clean through the pass of thirteen miles,
fighting the whole way; yet we have lost but six men
wounded, and I believe none killed. Hilliard is still alive,
and some hope of his wound not being mortal.

“Feb. 14th, Peshawur.—A march of eighteen miles
brought us here and our whole loss is about one hundred
and ten killed and wounded; not much when one considers
the terrible defiles through which we passed, defended by a
warlike race. This is a proof of the nonsense talked about
mountaineers, and how foolish it is to expect success against
them with regular troops! Regular troops are the only
troops that can succeed against them. Runjeet Sing made
the same march that I did to relieve Kohat, and is said to
have lost a thousand soldiers: how few men understand
war! But all this loss and expence has been caused by the
government’s inordinate taxing of salt: they will pay for
their folly, the Affreedees will be avenged. Lord Dalhousie
has, I think, shewn a total want of ability as an adminis-
trator. How lucky I am! Rain is now falling in torrents;
had it caught us in the hills the camels could not have
moved : however I had prepared for accidents by taking
fourteen days’ provisions with me. Altogether this march
has been a good lesson in hill warfare. The Sepoys did all
the work. 'We made, with exception of the artillery, little
or no use of the Europeans, keeping them for a struggle.”

Here his journal ends, and the following is from his post-
humous work.

“ Coke had kept his men at the top of the defile to protect
our rearguard in retreat, and as the enemy, not knowing
that he was to remain at Kohat, took him for a part of our
force, his position gave us a quiet march for a mile or two.
When he retired the Affreedees followed us: not however in
full force, for Pollock's feint had drawn many towards the
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yards, and laying their jezails on rests sent a volley against
some staff officers, separately assembled with spy-glasses”—
the general and his staff—‘none were touched, but had
the Affreedees been armed with musquets many must have
gone down.

“ Among Colonel Lawrence’s men was a chief, Futteh
Mahomed, or Futteh Ali: he was six feet four inches high,
and always accompanied by his standard-bearer, a tall spare
man, not less daring, yet slight to look at near his gigantic
master. This Futteh and his followers attacked a hill
covered with enemies, he and his flag man conspicuously
leading. The Affreedees held their ground, firing fast, but
on the summit were charged sword in hand by Futteh, who
slew their chief with a single stroke. ‘ With one blow I
split him down, no man wants a second from me,’ was his
speech. This was no empty boast : all had fallen who came
within the sweep of his sword. He was certainly one of the
finest men ever seen, and in honour of his bravery I made
him ride into Peshawur on an elephant, with his standard-
bearcr behind the howdah, waving the flag over his head.
That man and his people will be always true to the British
unless we maltreat him : not an impossible event however,
for the British officers at Peshawur said, that we ill-used
some Fathan chiefs who had served us well in the Affghan
war.

Such was the Kohat expedition, the last of Charles
Napier's exploits in war, and that he should have been com-
pelled by a sense of duty to engage in it was a disgrace to
the Indian government more ways than one. He, the chosen
general of England, sent out to redeem an empire, should
have becn consulted, honoured, respected aud listened to with
reverence on military affairs as a master in the art; listened
to and reverenced in civil affairs alsu, as having governed in
like circumstances with matchless ability and success. In-
stead of that he was reduced by a miserable jealousy to be a
mere inspecting general, and suddenly found himself com-
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arrangements: a powerful soldier rendered useless by igno-
rance!”

Now, had both these regiments been infantry and well .
armed, they were still far too few for their task ; and their
destruction, or, to save their lives, their passing over to the
enemy, who ‘was of their own race, was almost certain; and
to prevent that, and the political danger that must have
immediately ensued from a defeat, the general was forced
to take command of this obscure expedition. He imme-
diately furnished them on his own responsibility with arms,
and uniting a large body of troops, resolved in person to
convoy them to their destination and fight his own way
back. It was beneath the dignity of a commander in chief,
said an old Indian officer. It would, answered Charles
Napier, liave been more so, to let a tribe of barbarians bar
the movements of my head-quartérs. So with that simple
devotion to duty that characterised his whole life, he risked
fame and life without ostentation, the dignity of the mind
rising above the dignity of rank.

That his dishonour, or death, would have given un-
bounded satisfaction to his political enemies in India and
in England was soon abundantly manifested. For when
the affair became known, an exultant cry was at once raised
that he had been baffled, forced to fly, and was seeking
to cover his disgrace by big talk; that his fame amongst
the surrounding barbarian nations was gone! And so per-
tinaciously was this clamour continued as even to falsify
history in a grave work by an honest man, Mr. McKenna.
But his real objects were, militarily to save two regiments
from destruction and relieve Kohat; politically to shew
the Affreedees that their power to stop his way was naught,
and that Runjeet Sing’s failure was no measure of British
power. These objects he effected with his usual promptness
and vigour; for a knowledge of the sappers being massa-
cred was only obtained at mid-day on the 6th of February,
and at daybreak on the 9th he was in march, with a well-
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be difficult and dangerous to get out of. This Kohat affair
is all pure blundering! I am ill, and if no improvement
takes place must soon die ; for three weeks’ excruciating in-
ternal pains have seized me every hour, or two hours, day
and night, and I have fallen away, and have no strength.
Good pluck carried me through the expedition to Kobat, but
hardly could I sit my horse, though no one knew what
agonies I suffered, for I do all I can to conceal my illness.
These pains cannot go on much longer; better or worse I
must soon be, for they are not to be borne with life long.

“ Lord Ellenborough, Feb. 26th.—Many circumstances
prevented my sending in my resignation, to go home in
March as I intended: this is now impossible. My tour
occupied more time than was expected, and I had informa-
tion that the Affghans and Goolab Sing intended to break
the peace immediately : with that in my possession I could
not think of resigning. Then the Sepoys are discontented,
most dangerously so in my opinion: this also required to
be looked to, until the relief was effected. I am now in
hopes that all will pass over; and, after fifty-six years’ con-
stant service, I am not cqual to the work of putting this
army in order. You know the circumstances under which
I camwe out, and how much I disliked coming. I felt con-
vinced I should have very little power, aud find I have
much less than I expected. Why, I am now, during Lord
Dalhousie’s absence, under Major-General Littler of the
Company'’s service, I being a full generul in the Queen'’s, and
commander in chief! Of course I said nothing about this
to give Lord Dalhousie trouble ; but if any one had told me
in London, that I was going out to India to be under the
orders of a major-general I would not have gone at all.
Well, I will not continue this egotistical strain, but could
give you innumerable reasons why I cannot remain. The
duke’s good opinion is all in all to me, but he does not
know how powerless I am.

“ Now for my news about India, and our skrimmage with
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indeed, young Sitwell, and twenty men killed, with some
seventy or eighty wounded; but having reinforced Kohat,
we returned. )

“I like Lieutenant-Colonel Lawrence much, and Lieu-
tenant Pollock seems a fine young man; but he acts, and
must act, in the spirit of the government, which is utterly
unsuited to these mountain people. I have told Lord Dal-
housie this, honestly and frankly. I know he will be angry,
I cannot help that, and regret it much ; but as commander
in chief, and a member of council, it is my duty to speak
truth when asked : and the truth is that this province is
very ill governed and very discontented as far as I can
judge. And there would be more insurrections, like the
three which have already taken place, viz. in the Eusofsyes,
Bunnoo and Affreedee mountains, had the discontented,
like the above three, had hills to fly to. The forcing the
Bengal regulation code on these people is to them most
offensive. I need say no more, for you know these matters
better than I do.

“Now for one military fact. At Peshawur I found an
irregular regiment, one of those lately raised, which are not
under my orders. This corps, 1st Punjaub Infantry, was
ordered to Kohat, with another of the same description,
called the 1st Punjaub Cavalry. I had the curiosity to
review these two regiments, and they are well commanded
and in good order; but the infantry had old Sikh musquets
of different calibres, and luckily very few would go off, or
they would have burst and wounded half the regiment!
Huad the orders of the Punjaub board of administration
been obeyed, these two regiments would have been sent
alone, and not half armed, through the strong defile of
thirteen miles, and probably cut to pieces. Luckily I was
there. I took spare arms fromn other regiments, armed the
Punjaudb Infantry well, and conveyed them to Kohat with
troops drawn from the garrison of Peshawur; and most
gallantly did these men behave. I gave the Sepoys nearly
the whole work, and this regiment, undet « yrime soldier,
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Captain Coke, did the greatest part. Pray tell Lord Den-
man, who is a friend of Coke’s, that his young soldier is one
of the best I have met with in India.

* Your lordship will see that the mere accident of my
beiug on the spot saved, in all probability, two regiments;
for with near 3000 men and six guns I lost two officers and
twenty men slain, besides wounded : yet I had strength to
send strong detachments to seize heights on either flank, and
to shell the enemy where he was strongly posted! Coke’s
noble regiment, and its noble leader, could not have sent
sections where I sent companies, and would have been cut
off! Besides, they would have had no arms!! Can anything
be worse than this ? Well, I took upon myself to give them
arms, and I dare say ¢ kis honour in council,’ on the repre-
sentation of the ‘ Militury Board,’ will reprimand me, as
they have twice done already—they being perfectly in the
wrong each time ! It is not good old Littler that does this:
it is Halliday and Pecksniff: however, if tho suprcme
council expect me to be passive they are in the wrong box !

“ Now for a more serious affair. There is a smouldering
conspiracy among the Sepoys to force the government to
give higher pay; this had shown itself in mitigated forms
in four regiments, but burst forth with some violence in the
66th, which garrisoned Govind Ghur, and tried to seize that
fort! Luckily one vigorous officer saved the gates, and the
1st cavalry dismounted and entered by force. Lord Dal-
housie is away, I am here up in the north, and Gilbert had
to deal with the mutineers. He tried them and let them off
with lenient sentences, and thus overturned the system I was
acting upon, of inflicting just punishment for mutiny !
The guard, which fixed bayonets and seized the gute to
exclude the dismounted cavalry, was merely sentenced four-
teen years' imprisonment ! The whole proccedings came to -
me yesterday, but I can do nothing, as Gilbert has confirmed
the sentences. So I have dismissed the regiment bodily
and made the Nusseerce battalion of Goorkas the 0Gth
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Regiment. The talk amongst the Brahmins was, that the
government could not get men if the Brabmins chose to
stop recruiting: so I thought it good to shew the whole
of India, as well as the Brahmins, that we can,—and good
soldiers too, as daring as Europeans! .

* Whether I have done right or wrong is yet to be seen,
but a prompt and strong blow was necessary, and I struck
it, and being convinced I am right await the result with
perfect confidence. If once the army can dictate to the
government, the Indian game is up; we should have the
Sikh punchayets in a month! Had not the conduct of
the government been perfectly just on this occasion, I
should feel nervous and unhappy; but it has been quite
just; and while I am at the head of the army, with God's
blessing, not one farthing of increased pay shall the Sepoy
get.

“ I will now relate to you another of our vigorous doings.
The Rajah of Sikkimn imprisoned two doctors. This hap-
pened just as the governor-general was on his way to
Bombay. He ordered the ©supreme government’ to
punish the rajah and publicly threatened him. Then
regiments were ordered here and there, without my being
consulted at all; a general was appointed to command ;
and all things were collected at Darjeeling to enter Sikkim,
and smite the Sikkimites, hip and thigh. However the
commander, General Young, thought it as well, first to ask
what sort of country he had to act in? and thereupon the
pelitical, a Mr. Lushington, made enquiry. The govern-
ment had thought that enquiry the last thing to be done it
seems ; for it was then found, that the despicable rajah
has such a country, and such means of defence, that
General Young very properly wrote to government to say
he feared his force was unequal to the invasion! Thus,"
after all the preparation and expence, the expedition is
countermanded by ¢ Ais honour in council !" and the

. public letter of the governor-general, threatening to ex-
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word. On his self-responsibility he disbanded the 66th
and substituted the Goorka battalion, thus giving them
Sepoys’ allowances : certainly it was a bold stroke, but one
of those which belonged to his resolute, honest character,
as a public man.

Previously to this vigorous display of energy he had
assumed, on his own responsibility alse, to dispense for &
while with a government regulation, apparently and really
of the smallest possible consequence in itself, yet bearing so
on the troublés of the mutiny as to carry with it the safety
of the Indian empire. This regulation affected the usual
allowance to the Sepoys for purchasing their food, according
to the market prices of the countries in which they served:
it was recent, was but partially known, was in itself un-
Jjust, and became suddenly applicable at Wuzzeerabad,
where it was entirely unknown. The general was then on
his journey fo Peshawur, previous to the Kohat enterprize;
and he was told by the Brigadier, General Hearsey, com-
mander at Wuzzeerabad, that it was an unknown regula-
tion, which would lessen the allowance of the Sepoys, and
in their sullen temper, looking as they then were for
higher pay by mutiny, would be most impolitic and dan-
gerous to enforce: that it would most probably produce an
outbreak. The value of this communication may be
measured by the fact, that only twelve days afterwards the
Govind Ghur mutiny happened.

Sir Charles Napier immediately consulted Colonel Grant,
his Indian adjutant-general, and other persons, as to the
origin, nature, and effect of this till then unknown and
partially-acting regulation : they confirmed his own notion
that it was unjust, was trifling as to amount in the ag-
gregate, but would yet be most injurious to the public
service if enforced. Lord Dalhousie was then at sea, the’
supreme council distant, the commander in chief was on the
spot, the crisis formidable, the danger imminent. Weighing
these things Sir C. Napier suspended the application of the
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I had well considered before, and resolved to stay a few *
months longer. The duke has a right to think this
country in danger; it is in great danger, and Lord Dal-
housie is more likely to hurry on danger than to control it:
time will reveal his weak character. I could fill volumes
with small matters, aye! and great ones, on this subject.

* Among other things that hinder my attempts to put
the troops right is this great one: the Sepoys are over
whelmed with duties that do not belong to them—civil
duties. Next, the stations are enormous: each officer, each
clerk, each civil servant has what is called a ¢ compound;'
that is a villa with a large garden, outhouse, &c. Hence
the guards at these stations have five, six, even ten miles to
go to their posts, and two evils arise. 1°. They must be
very large to defend themselves. 2°. They cannot be re-
lieved daily, for the heat is too great, the distance too great:
they mount guard weekly, sometimes only once in two
months! Discipline of eourse has been destroyed, and all
the guards in Bengal are, in fact, detachments under native
officers. A sentry calls out when his time for relief cowmes,
the next sentry then gets out of bed, dresses and takes his
post, and the relieved man goes to bed.

*1 have had no time to deal with this yet, nor is it easy
to deal with. I cannot stem such a stream under a poor
creature who requires a long correspondence to understand
the most trifling matters, and then ‘considers.’” No! he
don't consider, he will ¢ take into consideration.” Now con-
sideration in any case is the devil with a weak head ; butit
is ten devils in the future tense. I have however carried
three new cantonments by assault; he has assented, and
I have clapt on engineers and workmen so vigorously, that
my hope is they will be too far advanced before he has time
to recant: they will cost £300,000, but regiments will no
longer be destroyed wholesale as they now are,

“I have disbanded the 6Gth Sepoys, and transferred
Goorka men to the colours of that regiment. I expect this
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stones, and brought off four wounded men from under the
noses of the Affreedees. These wounded men had been lying
under the rocks above; seen by us from below, but the
enemy, though just above them, saw.them not. Up went
Lieutenant Norman and Lieutenant Murray in full red
uniform, with a parcel of Sepoys as gallant as themselves,
and in three trips brought the poor wounded fellows down.
The third officer was Hilliard, who, when gallantly carrying
a cliff was shot down while cheering on his men.

“ Well, the Affreedees now have the defile again, and the
whole was a miserable blunder of government : this I have
tried to prove to Lord Dalhousie and hope we shall not
quarrel on the subject. I have done a good job in quelling
the mutiny :—if so be I have quelled it, for I am by no
means sure. I ought to be more modest Hal; but, to tell
truth, I doubt whether every commander in chief could have
done so well as myself. I have also done great good for the
European soldiers in establishing three new barracks, buily
on sound principles of ventilation and comfort, and in one
way or another have benefited the soldier much. But I
have now been travelling and working very hard for a year,
aud have not a bit of flesh on my bones: I have lost at
least a stone in weight. Tell your friend Mrs. I
cannot get a cadetship for her friend’s son: it is a private
favour from a director, and I do not think Hogg would give
me one ! How well, by the way, ke ought to read the Sikhs’
bible : it is called the Grunth !

“T always intended to ask Jonmes to paint the battle of
Meeanee, and am delighted at his having taken up the idea.
He throw it in my way! Why, if there be anything in
military glory, what is the G.C.B. of the Bath compared to
a picture of Meeanee by the best battle-painter of the day?
I know of no glory in the Bath, except that my heir will
carry the badge on a cushion to the Queen, snivelling, and
say ‘gone dead.” And the sovereign will say, ¢ Another
ribband to give away.
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making the 66th a Goorka regiment. My reason for this
very important measure you shall have in full, because I
bave had a hasty note from Lord Dalhousie on his landing
at Calcutta, in which he regrets my having taken this step
without applying for advice to the supreme council. Now, [
have no regret, and would act precisely in the same way were
the work to be done over again. When I was at Simla last
November, the officer commanding the Goorka battalion told
me his men were starving on 4 rupees 8 annas a month;
that they were very proud of our service, but many had de-
serted from want of food. He shewed me his calculations,
by which it appeared clearly that their pay could not support
them.

“ Turning in my mind what to do, I saw on the one hand,
that two native regiments had just mutinied for increase of
pay, and there were strong grounds to suppose the muti-
nous spirit was general in the Bengal army, evincing itself
in the midst of a hostile population. On the other hand,
the Goorkas were said to be as brave as Europeans : this is
the unqualified opinion of every officer who has seen them
in battle. I therefore came to the conclusion, that by taking
these Goorkas into the line we should get faithful troops,
equal to our Europeans in courage, for the pay of Sepoys.
Common sense pointed out the wisdom of doing this; espe-
cially at a moment when the faith of the Sepoys was doubt-
ful; for with the Goorka race we can so reinforce our Euro-
pean army, that our actual force in India would be greater
than that of the Sepoy army, numerous as it is.

“ Having this impression, I went to Lord Dalhousie, who
entirely agreed with all I said, but added, that he had been
told the Goorkas objected to serve in the plains. ¢ However,”
said he, ‘I have also heard, that this was a mere story spread
by the married officers, who had bungalows in the hills and
did not like to move.” My answer was that I could easily
find that out, and I did so, and told Lord D., that the
married officers were against it, but the Goorkas would be
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delighted to go anywhere. Let me I said, send an officer to
their quarters to ascertain from themselves if they like it,
and, if they do, to promise them Sepoy pay at once, on con-
dition that they march wherever ordered. He agreed, I drew
up & paper for the officer to read to the Goorkas, Lord D.
read and approved of the paper, spoke to the officer, Lieu-
tenant Tombs, and sent him off that day. The Goorkas ac-
cepted the offer with frantic shouts of joy. Poor fellows, they
were starving !

*“T thought everything settled and went on my tour, but
when at Hurdwar, to my astonishment, received a letter from
Lord Dalhousie, saying he had not authority to grant the
Goorkas increase of pay, but would write to the Court of
Directors to recommend it! My answer was, that ¢ the pro-
mises of the governor-general and the commander in chief,
wluntarily given and gratefully received, could not be
vithdrawcn.” 1 was really discomposed at this, and my joy
was great when, in answer, came a letter to say our promise
should be kept at all hazards; but he would wait for the
answer of the Court of Directors, which would arrive by the
fist of January. That if unfavourable, he would do the
thing even though it removed him from India. Well, six
months passed and nothing was done! T had been travel-
ling the whole time, and was much vexed to see the muti-
Dous spirit evincing itself in all directions. These outbreaks
tonvinced me there was but one way to meet them, namely,
by force. It is all very well to talk big, to say, ‘oh! we
%'t concede an jota to mutinecers:’ but Lord Dalhousie
fol'gets that we must concede, unless we have force ; and that
foree cannot be found in the ranks of tho mutineers! It is
therefore good policy to enlist Goorkns, and bad policy to
teat those brave soldiers ill!

“Now, at the moment when daily and hourly reflection had
brought these thoughts to conviction in my mind, I heard

of the 6Gth having nearly scized Govind Ghur, containing an
immense mugazine of gunpowder, a vast quantity of Sikh
1S\
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cannon, and treasure : and this at the seat of the Sikh reli-
gion and in the midst of the disbanded Sikh soldiery! I
saw there was no time to lose, and thought the epportunity
favourable for striking a heavy blow at mutiny, and at the
foundation on which mutiny was based ; and I think the fol-
lowing fact will satisfy you. Lord Dalhousie knows it as
well as I do, for he wrote to me on the subject. When some
Sepoys were grumbling at a little hardship in the last cam-
puign, Major Neville Chamberlaine reproached them thus,
Were I the general I would disband you all. A Brahmin
Havildar answered, If you did we would all go to our villages,
and you should not get any more to replace us. This was a
distinct promulgation of a principle on which they were pre-
pared even then to act; and hence the mere disbanding of a
regiment, so far from doing good, as Lord Dalhousie ima-
gines, would only render the dangerous principle more for-
midable. To me it is incomprehensible that his lordship
does not see his own safety in that part of my conduct
which he regrets.

““Some time before the 66th mutinied, the 22nd had
shewn the same spirit, and when some were punished by
court-martial the men were heard to say, ¢ This is tyranny,
but what can we do ? We are in the midst of European regi-
ments. We will wait till all the other regiments arrive and
then we will consult and do whatever the other regiments do.’
Here we have the Sikh punchayets in embryo. Such was
the tone of the Bengal army when I assumed command ; for
this pay affair was a long-prepared one, and the correspond-
ence by post between regiments was enormous, as has since
appeared. At Delhi when I put a stop to the mutinous
proceedings of the 41st Regiment, the Sepoys said, T'wenty-
Jour regiments are coming to the Punjaub and ready to
stand by us! Few are aware of the great and secret spread
of this spirit of mutiny : the whole framework of discipline
was shaken to its foundation, and the only chance of putting
it right was the very measure which Lord Dalhousie dislikes,
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know whether Lord Dalhousie approves of what I have
done or not, for he has not written a single line to say so,
beyond approving of the conduct of the troops. I do not
want Lord Dalhousie’s thanks, but it is ungracious, his not
saying even in a private note—‘ I congratulate you on getting
safe out of the defile.” These Affrcedees had been ready to
do anything to oblige and serve us before, they were ill-used,
and their anger arose entirely from bad management, as I
have told Lord Dathousie. Had Sir Colin Campbell been
in full command there, instead of Lieutenant Pollock and
Lieutenant-Colonel Lawrence, the fight would not have taken
place: I know they should not had I been there. I like
Lawrence very much, and he is a good and clever soldier, so
I do not speak from any hostile feeling : but T think he, like
all politicals, is incautious. Young Pollock is a boy, I do
not blame him : but these gentlemen hold the people they
have to deal with too cheap.
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EIGHTEENTH EPOCH.

THIRD PERIOD.

To suspend a deduction of ten pounds from the Sepoys’
allowances at Wuzzeerabad, was an official irregularity so
eagerly seized as clearly to prove watchful malice directed
from afar; and Lord Dalhousie’s qualities fitted him for
giving effect to such miscrable enmity. He had also his
own cause of anger. The military report on the Punjaub
system, especially as regarded the Affreedees, speaking
plainly, as its author acknowledged, because truth was abso-
lutely necessary, wounded the governor-general's self-love.
Sir C. Napier, when composing that report, knew not that the
system he so unsparingly condemned was of Lord Dalhousie’s
own concocting, and secretly directed by him. He thus, un-
wittingly, hurtled his lordship’s vanity and weakness, sending
both staggering to official pomposity for support! With this
key to motives, the progress of the affair may be judged
from the simple records of the wronged man’s feelings as
the events occurred.

*“ Miss Napier, April 5. —My letters must be short; for
unless I tell a long story of all that goes wrong I know not
what to write; and were I to tell only what goes right you
would have a blank sheet! It is hateful to grumble and
criticise ; yet what can a man do in my position ? Truth
must be told, because men’s lives hang upon it, and the
trath is, we go on very ill: put things right I cannot, and it
is better to go uway. Besides I may be wrong, and there-
fore, better away digging in a garden: if my work spoil
the garden no harm is done, but great will be the harm of
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making mistakes in India, so I speak plainly to my col-
leagues. They don't agree with me; the soldiers do, and
also many civil servants : but I and the powers that be, take
widely-different views, and that is bad, though we do not ex-
actly quarrel.

“M. Genl. W. Napier, April.—Lord Fitzroy has copies
of Lord Dalhousie’s minutes on my Punjaub report, and my
answer. If I am wrong I am better at home, for my head
must be gone: but my opinion is that I am right, though
such a long story is not easily told, amidst such crushing
masses of business. I am loaded with responsibility, and
Lord Dalhousie tries to throw on me that which I should
not bear, and will not bear: if evil happens it will be the
result of his own government, not of my acts. However as I
may be hooked on, despite of myself, the danger is great,
and I shall beg to be recalled in October. I am too old to
bear so much work, and so much danger; for those who
surround me have power not always to be coped with. Keep
close the copy of my letter to Lord Ellenborough: you
know how the duke upholds the principle of secrecy, and he
won’t like my telling Lord Ellenborough even, though that
isin fact telling himself. My thought is that Lord Dalhousie
does not wish to make war; but he has a little jealous
mind, and thinks he understands great points of government,
which he does not: however, if possible, I will keep well
with him.

‘““ Journal, April.—Lord Dalhousie not yet arrived. I
suspect we shall have high words: he is weak as water, and
as vain as & pretty woman, or an ugly man. I am sick of
him. T have been told that it was Colonel Benson who ad-
vised retreating at Feroshashur; but when it was proposed
to Gough, he furiously exclaimed, ‘ Retreat! No by God!
I have served all my life with honour and I'll leave my old
bones to whiten on this field if we are beaten! I'll never
retreat.’ This is just like the brave and noble-hearted
veteran: he is true as steel.”
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capzes b expected to expose myself willingly in future to
s2:L az:ther reprimand, for exercising my professional
1-meps at a critical moment, and when no higher autho-
“:¥ tLan my own wason thespot. And even had the whole
_g. :m2 council been there, T much doubt whether in a

v

_f':..i;: as the commander in chief of the army.

= Wik respect to the letter about my reply to your
rizuies. I assure you, that while implicitly adhering to the
crinicrs whkich I expressed about the Punjaub, I never com-
r-sin=d eltker publicly or privately of want of sapport from
vot ! Wken I seid that I received no information, I referred
ertirly to the Punjaub government not to the supreme
>veroment : and this referred only to information, not to
seprert. I never complained of want of support from any
govsrmment, nor any individual! I was in the Punjaub: I
was wrizing about the Punjaub : and when I spoke of govern-
ment 1 of coarse referred exclusively to the government of
th: Perjaub. It gave me no information; it gave me sug-
geszins where T ought to place troops; and these sugges-
“avs were ridiculous, because there was no shelter for the
smvops where they proposed to place them. And if there
tad been. T wonld not have complied with their suggestions;
for iz world have been contrary to common sense to scatter
troops in the most dangerous part of the Punjaub and the
must unhealthy, when I could keep them together in masses
in a healthy country, close to the supposed dangers!

** These suggestions I said, and say still, do more harm
than an epemy. They throw upon me the great responsi-
bility of rejecting the advice of the government of the Pun-
jaub: and Lowever correct and just my arrungements might
bave been. chance might have produced some mischief and
the public would have naturally turned upon me and said—
The Punjaub government warned you and you would not
listen to it. Therefore I said, that such improper interfer-
cnees are, in my opinion, much more embarrassing than an

m
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enemy: but I did not, either in this, or in any part of my
remarks, refer to your lordship.

‘ Lord Ellenborough, May 11th.—I send you a copy of a
reprimand which I have received from the governor-general
in council: the case is this. 1°. A regulation of yours in
1844, gave the Sepoys compensation for rations when they
were above a certain price: this compensation was computed
un each article separately.

2. Lord Hardinge altered this in 1847, and in the code
issued in 1849, the compensation was consolidated on the
whole of the articles which compose the rations of a
Sepoy.

“8° This change was not known to the Sepoys in the
Punjaub; because the cheapness of provisions had as yet
prevented the new rule from being brought into action at
any station in that province.

“4°. Last Christmas the price of provisions rose at the
station of Wuzzeerabad, and there the new rule became ap-
plicable. At that moment mutiny made its appearance at
that station, and against the reduction of Scinde pay. And
it was perfectly known to every one that the spirit of mu-
tiny had become general among the troops occupying the
Punjaub.

“ 5°. This change in the code deprived the Sepoys of one
anna and six pice per month, which sum, however small it
may appear to Lord Dalhousie and his council, is a large
sum to a frugal Sepoy, supporting himself far to the north
of the Sutlege, and having a family south of that river, down
in the provinces.

“68° At this moment the governor-general was at sea;
and had I written for orders to the supreme council, it
would not have had my letter for twelve days; and I could
not have received an answer for a month, as I was daily
marching towards Peshawur : then my letter, communicating
the order to Wuzzeorabad, would have, in all, produced a
delay of above five, if not six weeks :—mutiny going on !
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“7°. This mutinous spirit pervaded an army of at least
forty thousand fighting men, distributed amidst an armed
and hostile population. It had arisen against a just reduc-
tion, though a very ill-managed one. But here was an un-
Just reduction, because the Sepoy had enlisted with the un-
derstanding that his ration compensation was made on each
item separately, and not on the aggregate, and by the last
he lost money: it was therefore a breach of public faith to
those who were enlisted previous to the code of 1849. It
is not to you that 1 need say, how sensitive all soldiers are,
and especially Sepoys to any interference with their pay: it
is matter of history !

“8". In this very dangerous position, uncontemplated
when the change was made by Lord Hardinge, should I
bave been justified had I enforced an unjust reduction of
allowances; not general, but falling accidentally upon a
station where mutiny had just made its strongest demon-
stration against a just reduction of allowances? Would
not my doing so have armed the mutineers with a just pre-
text for discontent, at the very moment when the strength
of government lay in its justice and its generosity to the
Sepoys? Had I hesitated, had I lost five weeks in ap-
plying for orders, and in making a remonstrance to the
supreme council against its folly and injustice, should I not
have placed the safety of India in perit? Would it not
have been madness?

“9° I at once decided what to do. I suspended the action
of the rule of 1849 ; and I held by your rule, contained in
the code of 1845, till the orders of the supreme government
were received, and to that supreme government I instantly
reported !

“The third paragraph of the governor-general's letter is
an inflated piece of verbiage about difficulties that do not
exist ; and the closing sentence of paragraph 2, that the
order * did not in any respect call for haste,’ is as I have
shewn unfounded : there was not one moment to be lost.
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had I increased thereby the existing irritation and excitement;
had bloodshed been the result during the five weeks that
must have elapsed ere I got instructions from the supreme
council, how could I have answered for my conduct to supe-
rior authority? Impossible!

“The question is, not so much whether I was right, or
wrong, but whether, in the absence of higher authority the
commander in chief is to act according to the best of his
judgment? The governor-general has, ex cathedrd, decided
that heis not so to act, and has reprimanded me for so acting;
and has at the head of his council forbidden me to do so
‘under any circumstances.” So that, though the safety of
India may be at stake the commander in chief must not act
as the case requires ‘ under any circumstances.” 1 cannot
and will not remain under this most unjust rebuke. I have
made no personal quarrel with Lord Dalhousie about it ; for,
as the higher authority, he has a right to express his opinion:
but when that opinion is unjust, inconsiderate, and, I fear,
the result of an unreasonable jealousy of my interference
with his duties, fostered by some about him, I cannot stay
here either with credit or safety.

“ My intention was to have resigned very early : but the
moment I heard there was danger from the Affghans; and
saw the great and imminent danger to which India was ex-
posed by the mutinous spirit among the Sepoys, I resolved
to remain till I had put it down, or proved myself unfit for
the high command in which the duke had placed me. What
I saw at Peshawur and Kohat, convinced me that we were
safc enough from Affghan invasion, if our unwise form of
government in the Punjaub did not provoke it; and as to the
mutiny I believe the very principle of mutiny, as well as the
spirit, has been effectually put down by the means I have
taken. This is the general opinion, and the thanks I have
gotten from Lord Dalhousie privately, is a letter, saying he
would support me, but regretting my having brought the
Goorka battalion into the line without previously consulting
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by mutiny, those in India Proper would not long have served
on seven: unless the supreme government had the philoso-
pher’s stone they could not have paid such a sum. So much for
the thanks I got privately: but the good was done, and Lord
Dalhousie thus performed his long-delayed promise to the
three Goorka regiments. The thanks I have gotten publicly
for one of those measures, by which I parried an increase of
danger and irritation, has been, as you see, & reprimand, and
a prohibition which places me in the greatest danger for the
future, should another of those critical moments arise which
are so common in India, and which demand prompt and de-
cided measures on the part of the commander in chief.”

His resignation sent through Lord Fitzroy Somerset, ran
thus—* I have the honour to enclose for submission to his
grace the commander in chief, copies of a reprimand which
I have received from the governor-general in council, and of
my reply thereto. I came out to this country as your lord-
ship knows, much against my inclination, and only because
there was a war, in which it was supposed that my local
knowledge of the country might be of use. I arrived just as
Lord Gough had victoriously ended the war, and I have
endeavoured, for above a year, to maintain the discipline of
this excellent army, so as to deliver it to my successor in
no worse state than 1 received it from my predecessor.

“ This was not altogether an easy task; for at the mo-
ment of my assuming the command in India a reduction of
Scinde pay became a just and necessary measure on the part
of government. Whether the mode in which this measure
was effected happened to be the best which could have been
taken by government, is a question with which I had no con-
cern. My business as commander in chief was to quell the
mutinous spirit with which that reduction was encountered
by the troops ; and as far as we can at present judge, it is
generally believed that I have succeeded : the mutineers
have been punished, and all is at present quiet in the Pun-
jaub. For this successful exercise of my judgment in a





























































































69th Year.] EPOCH XYVIIL. PERIOD IIL.—SIMLA. 295

“ September 20th.— This was once a happy day!
Away memory! ever hand in hand with sorrow and with
pains!

“M. Genl. W. Napier, Oct. 4th.—I knew the duke weuld
turn upon me: his habit of supporting authority has grown
too strong for a sense of justice. I am sorry for this, but
cannot help myself; nor does it do me much damage, ex-
cept the vexation of seeing a man I so much admire take a
wrong view in favour of Lord Dalhousie, who thinks him,
the duke, twaddling:—aye! says so publicly, says he is
drivelling, laughs at him, and wishes him out of the Horse
Guards. I shall set matters right with the public about
Lord Dalhousie’s minute ; but these people have no idea of a
man supporting his own dignity in his intercourse with
them.

—“T think till I get clear of India the less my family
talk of the matter the better; for the governor-general has
great power. If he Aalloos his myrmidons upon me, they
may give me much annoyance; and that he is capable of
it I am now obliged to believe. They say he bolted the
moment he sent his minute to me; but I do not think
that. Keeping quiet until I get home is the best course.”
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government all against me and in league. McMurdo says
the adjutant-general tells him Jacob will be punished, if his
pamphlet can be brought home to him: in my opinion there
is more of Outram’s than Jacob’s style in it: perhaps a
joint production. Whoever the author is, if he has any
pluck, my letter will draw him out like a badger; and I am
ready to meet the avowed author.”

This was no idle intimation. Worn out of patience by
the persevering hostility of Outram and Jacob, he had de-
termined to put their manhood to the proof. His letter
published in the Bombay Gazette furnished a complete
exposition of Major Jacob’s character, and affixed impe-
riously a charge of wilful falsehood on Colonel Outram.
Concluding that this must bring a hostile message on
Colonel Outram’s arrival in England, he being then on
the point of quitting Bombay, Sir Charles Napier engaged
Captain Byng as a second. But to slander the brave old
man at a distance, and to support that slander personally
were separate articles in Colonel Outram’s code of honour.
Charles Napier’s estimate of his and Major Jacob’s tempera-
ment was a false one. Not so as to Major McMurdo's,
when he supposed that officer would answer the offen-
sive pamphlet and grapple with the writer at Sukkur: he
did both. But Major Jacob, though twice unequivocally
invited, was as deaf as his bosom friend Outram.
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NINETEENTH EPOCH.

SECOND PERIOD.

FaLsEHOOD supported by power never tires, invention only
being required. Truth can only be presented in one way,
and becomes monotonous by repetition. But a lie is a
lively thing : it has, say the Chinese, no legs to stand on,
yet it has wings and flies far. Nevertheless it is but car-
rion and feathers where it alights. Sir C. Napier disdained
the winged fictions of his enemies, and the story of his
life, now so near an end, is still told in his journal and
correspondence, with feelings as simple and fresh as when
he first stepped from the world of youthful dreams into
the world of action, unwitting of its sins and sorrows.

“ Miss Napier.—Mrs. Davenport is going to be married,
and if Lord Hatherton is not happy, it is his own fault!
Good, clever, beautiful! What more could he have? There
is but oue objection to her as a wife—all the world is in love
with her! I am in great misery: they tell me it is neuralgia
—how is that spelt? No matter, it is worse far than its
spelling, be that ever so bad! At times I find myself unable
to spell, why I don’t know, but could not get neuralgia right
just now.

“Lord Ellenborough says that Louis Napoleon's genius
has shewn itself quite equal to a coup de guerre as to a
coup d'état. If we-are invaded, the country will have nothing
but eyes to weep: all will be devastation. The duke is great
but has no troops, and what would Paganini be without his
fiddle?

“Feb. 18th.—Floored! Horse, foot, and dragoons! Just
come from court about my poor dog. We brought up our
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“Miss Napier, February 19th.—Let me tell you a curious
thing. A letter from an English clergyman dated the 16th
of February 1809, was written at Paris and directed to
Coruila, to ask after my wounds; and it told me my letter
had been sent to my mother"—the one of which Captain
Bontems took charge, mentioned by Sir Charles at Lahore—
““and could promise me it would reach London, for people at
Paris were so kind to all prisoners.” This letter of the Rev.
Mr. Goom reached me two days ago—Meeanee day, exactly
Jorty-three years and one day after it was toritten! 1t
was sent to me by the nephew of a most kind French officer,
named Cazaux; he found it amongst his uncle’s papers at
his death: the letter reached Coruiia after I got away, and
I got my own letter to my mother a month after reaching
London. ’

“T hear Lord Ellenborough would not belong to the go-
vernment from principle: he is a protectionist, but thinks it
would be dangerous to the peace of the country to try and
upset what is now the law. Hardinge was, they say, a staunch
Peelite, yet now joins the protectionists. Well, it is good to
sacrifice one’s self for the country; Peel did the same, but
then he took leave, not the Ordnance! I do not however
know if it be true that Hardinge was a Peelite.

““As to my own affairs, my hope is that Susan and her
husband are not at Malta; or if so, that no mischief has
happened, for they must have come from Bombay in the
same ship with Qutram, in which case there will have been
a quarrel.”

This matter had been previously settled by Major McMurdo
in a very peremptory manner. Being told that Colonel Out-
ram and his wife had taken a passage in the same ship, and
that it would be advisable therefore for McMurdo to change
his vessel, he answered that he would not change, and imme-
diately sent a message to Outram, saying he hated brawling
before ladies and yet would not suffer any offensive language
about Sir C. Napier in his presence, wherefore a guarantee
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soon brought to a suocessful issue : for Lieutenant Balfour,
a clever officer of the Indian army, having heard from fisher-
men that a navigable tide creekway along the coast com-
municated with the Indus, was directed to explore it with
his steamer : the thing was so, and that sure communication
has been used ever since.

“ Kurrachee then became the virtnal mouth of the Indus,
because this creekway is not affected by the annual inun-
dation, and is free from the influence of raging seas.
Four of the war steamers under my orders were immediately
placed at the disposal of the Kurrachee merchants, and
despite of the difficulty of opening a new line of trade;
despite also of the unsuitableness of war vessels for car-
riage of goods, the merchants found this water commu-
nication to the Indus and up to Sukkur, so much cheaper
and more rapid than their old land line, that they abandoned
“ kaffilas,” and poured their trade on Kurrachee so fast
by water, that the steamers were unequal to the work.

“ On my departure, Scinde was placed under the Bombay
government ; at that time the very sink of imiquity: it
instantly took the steamers from the merchants, and abo-
lished all my arrangements for establishing and nourishing
trade with Central Asia and the Punjaub by the Indus!
This line, pointed out by nature, was the best, the quickest,
the safest, the cheapest: but as I had previously warred
down the robber tribes of the Cutchee hills, who had in-
fested all the country between the Bolan pass and the
Indus, the land trade by kaffilas had also become secure :—
cheaper likewise than before, because those tribes always
levied black mail, and perpetrated wholesale robbery at
times besides. I do not altogether fasten on the directors
this atrocious attempt to crush incipient commerce by
Kurrachee up the Indus to Mittenkote, to strike off from
thence by the Punjaub, east, west, and north: it was the
government of Bombay which did that ill tarn to the com-
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the House of Lords. I have never forgot your most wise
and honourable advice to me, not to attempt carrying off
Shere Mohamed, by the dash of a band at his tent, with a
view to save a battle. To attempt it was fair and accord-
ing to usage of war in all ages; a deed replete with danger
to those who made the attempt, for—succeed or die was the
word! I even envied the men I should have selected for
the deed; but what you urged against it convinced me I was
wrong, viz. In a country where assassination was so com-
mon, were Shere Mohamed slain, that crime would at once
be charged against us. These were not exactly your words,
but their substance was so impressed on me, that my feeling
was vou had saved me from a crime, though really designed
for a daring achievement! But the idea of being accused
of such an act quite shocked me, and I felt grateful to you.
All this came before my mind when I saw these detestable
proceedings in Burmah; and I felt sure you would defend
our honour, so deeply wounded as a civilized nation.

“But I can assure you it is a true picture of Lord Dal-
liousie’s weak character and conduct. Sir Colin Campbell
has been with me here a few days, and his accounts of the
unprovoked attacks and cruelties on the tribes around Pe-
shawur are almost past belief: his effort to prevent such
injustice was the cause of his resighation. I wish your lord-
ship knew lim ; you might get from him the shameful way
in which whole districts have been devastated, and the most
beautiful villages burned, without any apparent reason but
the desire of politicals to appear ‘vigorous’ in the eyes of
Lord Dalhousie! — I told Campbell what I think; that
such deeds disgrace our arms and ought not to be conocealed.
Justice to the crown under whose flag we fight, and justice
to those who are so oppressed, demands that oppression
should be made public!

“ But everywhere this vile barbarous spirit appears. I am
told, but cannot prove, that the shooting of Kaffir women
and children was encouraged, at least not punished by a
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Companionship of the Bath for their good conduct in the
Kaffir war, I think it just to lay before your lordship the
case of Major McMurdo, who was at the head of the quarter-
master-general's department in Scinde, from December 1842
till December 1847. In those five years he executed all the
duties of that department with great ability and vast labour,
especially in the hill campaign of 1845, and when preparing
for the march of the force which, by your lordship’s orders,
moved from Scinde to Bhawalpoor in 1846. In the battle
of Meeanee he slew three of the enemy with his sword, in
single combat. He slew three more in like manner at the
battle of Hydrabad : the last man severely wounded him,
yet he did not quit the field, nor cease to perform his duties
for a single day : he slew a seventh Belooch chief in the hill
campaign of 1845.

“ I always hoped to see this officer made a Companion of
the Bath, thinking his deeds in the Scinde war would in due
time ensure that honour, which his services had so well
earned. But time passes, an¢ when I now see the African
officers honoured, I think your lordship will not deem my
present request unseasonable, namely, that you will submit
the strong claims of my son-in-law to the notice of Her
Majesty. Few who have received the honour of being made
Companions of the Bath have done better deeds of arms
personally than Major McMurdo—or more successfully con-
ducted a department in the field, for five successive years.”

" This application failed entirely. McMurdo has indeed
obtained the Companionship of the Bath now, in 1857—but
after baving added to his former claims the raising, organ-
izing and disciplining of the Land Transport Corps, which,
with all its animals, he placed in the Crimea and com-
manded at the siege of Sebastopol, with an energy, intelli-
gence, and vigour not to be surpassed. And for the amount
of labour, mental and bodily, demanded and expended, let
this be the measure. The command was equal to that of
four cavalry divisions, mvolving, in addition all the details
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share the glories of that immortal campaign, displaying the
military genius of the little, great Marquis ‘ Laird of Cock-
pen.” The plan and execution seem unrivalled. Well, I fear
the arrival of the next mail: if it does not bring disastrous
news the Burmese generals are very good-natured and for-
bearing ! ”

The following is the last letter that illness permitted
Charles Napier to write to the author of this work. Un-
happily it is one of resentment too well founded to be
suppressed, though grating to long-cherished feelings of
friendship.

*May.—Hardinge has presented Outram at court! Is Har-
dinge consistent ? I feel indignant, for I too have a letter
from him about Outram, pretty nearly to the same effect
as that written to you"—one expressive of the greatest con-
tempt and disgust.—* Yet he now presents him at court!”

So ends Charles Napier's own story, told by him with
matchless candour, and with feelings as fresh at seventy-one
as at seventeen: a hero when a child, he was, when an
acknowledged hero, a child in simplicity of heart. Three
months’ tenure of life remained, but months of augmenting
puins and failing strength : death had before this given the
warning knock. Early in June the proud spirit and strong
heart bent, und he took to a bed from whence he was never
voluntarily to rise again. In July, at his own desire he was
conveved, still in bed, to the railway station, from whence,
with great consideration and reverence from the officials, he
was carried to Oaklands and placed in a large ground floor
room built by himself. Well he knew his own state, though
to soothe others at times he declared himself still able to
wrestle with success ; but his friend Dr. Scott, in sorrowful
opposition soon intimated that hope must be relinquished.

At times his mind wandered, but when clear he always
gave proofs of constant consideration for others, and evinced
his generous feelings for everything instinct with life that
had served him : to the last also remained his extreme love
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colours of the 22nd gently waved over him, and between
them the grand picture of Meeanee leaned forward above the
pale heroic countenance, as if to claim his corpse for that
bloody field. On each side were placed Indian spears, support-
ing Belooch shields and interspersed with rich sabres, match-
locks, and other spoils. At his feet was the chief Ameer’s
white marble chair of State, bearing on its seat his own good
service sword, inherited from his father and never disgraced.
Over the back of the chair hung the grand cross and collar
of the Bath:—mean glittering symbols of the ministerial
litdeness that had conferred them, and scarcely to be noted
amongst the signs of real greatness so profusely scattered
arvand !  Pitiful indeed seemed those shining tinsel baubles
near one black blood-stained shield of vile material, the slim
defence of a poor Belooch soldier, but adorned with three
bullet marks and four bayonet stabs, telling how fiercely the
gallant bearer shook it aloft in fight : he was the type of his
race ; and surging hosts of such heroic men Charles Napier
had met and conquered !

Faciug the marble chair was a testimonial of great rich-
ness and beauty, presented by the men of the civil service
in Scinde ! and, at its foot were two swords of honour:—
one from Lord Ellenborough as governor-general ; the other
from the 102d Regiment, presented after his American war-
fare. Last and most esteemed was laid, close to his side,
the sword of peace, the sword of gratitude, the testimony of
the Belooch Sirdars to his beneficent government! Thus he
lay in death amidst irrefragable proofs, that his genius had
been strong in war, his head wise in government, his heart
compassionate.

Pandering to the directors’ malignancy, two successive
Administrations had sought to abase the hero’s reputation,
and render the nation oblivious of his deeds by exaggerated
praise of others, accompanied with overblown honours and
rewards. But a planet’s light cannot be long obscured by
the smoke of straw, and his death was the signal for another






400 LIFE OF CHARLES JAMES NAPIER. 1858,

to show their respect for a great commander. There also
stood, though not officially, Sir James Graham and the
Lords of the Admiralty, the Port Admiral, Sir Thomas
Cochrane, and very many naval officers ; and amongst them
the Prussian Consul and the officers of two Prussian ships
of war—a homage offered, and accepted with pride as signi-
fying that the dead man’s exploits had stirred even the
warlike and renowned people of Frederick the Great !

The Mayor of Portsmouth and the Town Councillors
attended in their robes of office; the Freemasons' lodges
with their insignia. But that which was most grateful and
touching, was the love and reverence displayed by the
soldiers of the garrison. With a fine tact, they had been
simply told by their commander the hour of interment, and
that they might attend or not, following their feelings; and
this notice, so in unison with the dead man’s character, was
instantly accepted as British soldiers always accept an
opportunity of displaying noble feelings. The whole gar-
rison, consisting of the Royal Marines and their Artillery
Company, the 35th, 42nd, and 79th Regiments, and the
Rifle Brigade, crowded to evince their respect; and this
though the greatest number could only reach the place
at a pecuniary cost for passing the harbour ferry. Colonel
Menzies, commandant of Marines, temporary commander of
the district, thus described the event.

“ The moment the time was communicated to the troops,
they, as it were with one voice, expressed a wish to attend.
What a proud scene to contemplate! History does not
present a parallel : the whole of an extensive garrison, the
finest troops in the world, turning out with one accord to
do homage to and crowding round his honoured remains !
What prodigies of valour have been, and would have been
again accomplished, had an All-wise Providence so ordained
it, under such a leader, whose name and heroic deeds must
ever adorn the brightest pages of our history.”

Now be it remembered, that not one of those soldiers
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of his principal actions are there, and will need no inter-
pretation for posterity !

He was buried on the 8th of September, 1853.

Dissection after death disclosed some facts bearing on his
fortitude and his genius. As to the first, it was found that
his liver presented two very large ulcers; one of recent
formation, which had destroyed life: the other of such long
standing, having nearly healed, as to show that his labours
of body and mind in India, his long journeys in extreme
heat, his expedition to Kohat, his vigour and vivacity
of command, his extensive reform, his resistance to insult
and oppression, were the exertions of a man afflicted by a
disease proverbially depressing to the mind and weakening
for the body.

The second relates to the brain, which was not large,
but remarkable for the great depth of the convolutions:
a fact confirmative of a phrenological doctrine, now ad-
vancing in the estimation of those who endeavour to trace
and fix the mysterious connection of mind and matter.
But in a man whose whole life was a continual display of
mental power, and vigorous application of it, phrenological
appearances must be taken as guiding not as subservient
facts. His genius and character were both powerful and
unmistakable ; his actions were always in accord with his
principles, and his principles were pure and holy. Amidst
the turmoil of a life cast for the roughest scenes of war
and government, he was always meditating upon and
striving to attain excellence, like a great and good man.
Had he no faults? Many! but they were so overspread
by his goodness, his justice, his generosity and tenderness,
that his friends could not remember them ; he has treated
his own failings with a searching severity which no friend
could employ : and has he not in his journals laid his own
character bare, even to the bones? Has he not been in
this work presented naked; shown as the dead body of
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him, Sir C. Napier, at seventy years-of age, from over-
zeal in the public cause, took an unauthorized step to avoid
a great danger, which he erroneously believed to exist: that
step being only the partial suspension for a month of a state
charge of nine pounds six shillings! Was that ground for
conveying a gross reprimand through a subordinate officer
to a veteran commander in chief, whose scars, victories and
age should have shielded him even from private reproach ;
much more from public insult, with the added intimation,
from a man only thirty-seven years old and inexperienced,
that he was never ‘again to exercise his discretion;” thus
rendering him a mere cipher in an office to which he was
called by the voice of the English people? And is it the
Duke of Wellington who says that so to insult, so to bind a
hero, almost his own equal in glory, was quite right: and
that it was wrong in the lofty-minded old soldier to quit a
command so degraded !

THE END.

‘Woodfall and Kinder, Printers, Angel Court, Skinner Street, London.





















