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PREFACE. Docg
The basis of this revised edition of the Gasetteer of the Shihe

pur Distriot i8 the Settlement Report written in 1866 by Oaptain
Davies (now Sir W, G. Davies, x.0.8.1.). The historical portions of that
report have been repeated almost verbatim, but the remainder has
been almost entirely re-written, amplified and brought up to date.
The figares regarding population are mainly taken from the statistics of

the oensus of 1891 ; those regarding crops and assessments are mostly
those of the year 1893, which were the last available when the revision

of settlement was completed ; and the others have been brought up to
the year 1895 or 1896. The general  information about the distriot
and its people embodied in this' volume was collected by me from
personal observation, while I held charge of the district as Deputy Com-
missioner and oarried out the revision of sottlement between the years
1886 and 1894, or compiled from various sources too numerous to
detail. ‘

I have to acknowledge the valusble assistance given me in

compiling this Gasetteer by Munshi Mahbuib Alam, late Settlement

_ Olerk of Bhahpur, whose knowledge of the language and the people

has been of grentuutome. '

e —E - S

23nd June, 1897. Depuby Comm, end Settioment ollector,
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CHAPTER I

THE DISTRIOT.
SECTION A.—DESCRIPTIVE

, The Shahpur district, one of the six districts of the
Réwalpindi Division, lies between north latitude 81° $2’ and
33° 44’ and Detween east longitude 71° 40’ and 78° 2%’. It is

bounded on the morth by the Talagang tahsfl of the Jhelam sim,

district and by the river Jhelam whick separates it from the
Pind Dédan Kkan tahsil; on the east by the Gujrks distriot
aad by theriver Obenéb which separates it from Gujrénwéla; on
the south by the Jhang distriot ; and on the west by the distriots
of Dera Ismail Khan and Bannu. Its average length from east
to west is about 96 miles, and its breadth from north to sonth
averages aboat 50 miles, but varies from 27 milea near the
middle to 72 miles near the west boundary. Adpording to
the measurements of the professional survey the area of the
district, including the rivers,.is 4,697 square miles, and exclud-
ing the rivers it is 4,651 square miles, while sccording to the
patwiris’ measurements the area including the rivers is 4,741
square miles. It is divided into two nearly equal portions b
the river Jhelam, the western half constituting the Khushé
tahefl, while the cis-Jhelam portion is subdivided into two
tahsils also nearly equal in area, the Blera tahsil to the east,
and the 8hahpar tahsfl in the middle.

Some leading statistios regarding the district are given in
Table I on the opposite page. The district contaius ouly one
town of more than 10,000 souls, viz., Bhera with a population of
17,428. The administrative head-quarters are situated at
Shabpaur on the east bank of the river Jhelam, and near ‘the
oentre of the district. Shahpur stands nipth in order of area,
and twenty-fourth in order of population among the 31 districts
of the Province. It comprises 4:37 per cent. of the total area,

2:37 per cent. of the total population, and 2-19 per cent. of the
‘ urban population of

British territory. The

7 Tomn. North i,‘,‘ e, | ot above  latitude, longitude,

snd height in ffeet

- above the sea, of the

m il -2 I o principal places in

By o | EFE| B[ & thedistrict, areshown
in the margin.

“With the exception of the small portion of the Salt range,
whieh is included in the north of the Khushéb tahsil, the whole

Chapter I, A.

Dessriptive:
Goneral deserip-

Physioal features.
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2 CHAPTER 1.—-THRE DISTRICT.

Chapter I, A- . of the distriot forms ]pnt of the western basin of the great Indo-
Descriptive.  Gangetic Plain, and lies ‘almast entirely between 550 and 700
Physios! featares, fo6t above sea-lovel, with a gradual slope towards the south-
~ west of about 1} feet in the mite, imperceptible to the eye.

The Chenéb and Jhelam rivers, crossing this plain on their

way to the Indus and the sen, have worn for themselves wide

valleys, some 16 or 20 feet below the general level leaving be-

tween them a comparatively high-lying upland tract called

the Bir, while beyond the Jhelam, and between it and the

Indus river, is another wide expanse of upland, locally known
as the Thal. '

The Ohenkb river The Chenib river, locally known as the Chanhén, which
saditevalley.  f5omge the pouth-eastern boundary of the disirict for a distanée
" of 25 miles, must, at some comparatively recent period, have
flowed considerably to the west of ita present bed. At a dis-
tance from it to the west, varyiog from 10 to 15 miles, a well-
defined bank, known locally as the Nékka, separates its valley
from the Bér uplands, and the tract below this bask is mter-
sected in many places by sandy channels, small and Jurge, whivh
bave evideatly been occupied by the rirer at various periods,
and are generally known as Budh or Budhi, i.e, “old®
branches of the river. The most marked of them, a hoHow
about 10 feet- below the level of the adjoining country, acd
" in some places » hundred yards aeross, meandersalong just
below the high bank iteelf, and carries some local drainage ia
heavy rains, bat.is very seldom filled by spills from the river.
Another, celled the Jandra, which leaves the river - below
Midh, sometimes floods a small area .on its banks; and the
Halkiwah; which leaves the main channel just above she boundary
of this distriot, is too deep to flood any land until after it enters
the Chinfot tahsil. The annual inundations . affect only a
narrow fringe along the river, varying in width from 2 to
6 miles, and averging little more than three ; but owing to the
sandy natore of the soil the moisture percolates to a consider-
able distance and benefits 1and in the neighbourhood of depres-
sions which is not actnally covered by the floods. The soil of
the Chenéb valley is generally light and sandy and inferiorin
productive power to the richer.loaw of the Bér uplands and the
Jhelam valley. In the villages near the Nakka bank, it is better
than in those nearer the river, having a larger depth of loam
above the river-sand which underlies the whole tract. The
deposits left by the annual flocds of the Chenéb are usually very
sandy and much inferior to the rich silt brought down by the
Jhelam and some of the other Punjab rivers. New alluvion has
to be left uncultivsted for some years before it consolidates
sufficiently to be worth cultivating, and old land is apt to deteri-
orate. The minimum recorded discharge of the Chenéb river at
Khénke is 3,600 cubic feet per second, and the maximum about.
700,000 cobic feet per second during the grest flood of 20th
and 2lst July 1898, but in ordinary years the discharge vafies
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besween 5,000 aud 250,000 cubic feet per sacead. The river isas Chayter L A.
iss lowest from November to February. It ise in March Deseriptive.
and attains its maximnm level in July an sfter which 7144 Gheakd river

it gradoally falls. During the last 17 years us height has and its valley.
varied between 10 feet above the mean and 5 feet below it.
Very little advantage has yet been taken of the annual floods
in the way of making canale in this tract, which has only three:
small inundation canals irrigating in the best of years little:
more than 1,080 acres. Fears have been expressed that the
opening of the Chenéb Canal and the oconstruction of a weir
across the river at Khénke might reduce the extent of the
apnual inondation, bnt seeing that in ordinary high floods the
canal when completed will tnke only about 3 per cent. of the.
whole volume of the river, there seems little reason o antici-
pate any peroeptible dimioution in ordinary. yeare of the area
flooded or bevefited by percolation at this distance from the
weir. During the last 40 years the river has been decidedly
trending towards the west, for no Gujrinwéla village has any
lnnd on this side of the deep.stream, while several Shahpar
villages have land on the Gujrénwéla side, and a considerable
area below Midh which, at regular settlement, aboot 1855,
was on the weat bank of the river, is now on its east
bank. In the Chenéb valley, .the underground water-level is
everywhere near enough to the surface to admit of irrigation
from wells, and the well water is good and sweet. Near
the river just outgide the belt of cultivation which depends
dirdotly on the river floods, there is a belt of cnltivated land
thickly stadded with wells, each of which is surrounded by
s olamp of fair sized trees. The water-level here is from
15 to 30 feet below the surface. Beyond this belt as f-r as
the Nikh‘&l{iﬁ, the wells are deeper, water being found at
from 25 to 40 feet according to the distance fiom the river,
the wells and villu%es are more sparse and the trees fewer,
and’ large tracts of uncultivated, comparatively barren, land
are found, so that the country presents a less flourishing
appearance than the better irrigateé) tract bordering the river.

" - On ascending the Nakka bank we find ourselves on the The Bér uplands.
Bér uplands, ' which stretch across about 20 miles to the
similer bank which again dips down into the Jhelam walley.
A marked change is noticed in the character of the soil and
vegetation. Instead of the sandy soil of the river side we get a
good strong loam,. capable of growing exocellent crops with
safSeiont moisture ; but the water-level is now at from 80 to
80 feet below the 'surface and the water is generally brackish
and wells are fow and far-between. A considerable area is
onltivated with the aid of the drainage from the neighbouri
bighor ground, but by far the gre of the Bér is sti
uaesltivated, covered. with a thick of ‘shrubs which
seldbm attain a size worthy of the name of tree, and Produoing
in good seasons an excellent erop of grass, which forms the
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Chapter I A. sustenanca of the: large heads of catile kept by the inhabitents

— of the sparsely scattered villages. Towards the south-west

The Bée uplacds, 10 the Shahpur tahsfl, the soil gets in some places more sandy,

e wpanch in others more salive, and both trece and grass become com-
parstively sparse aad stunted. The Bér uplands, like the
the river vallays, while maintaining the same general slope

" towards the south-west, are here and there crossed by old
river - channels, winding and twisting acrcss the oountry,
and-it is evident that at some period in the distant past the
rivers must have wandered over this trmct at a considerably.
higher level than their present channels. - In the east of the -
Shehpar tabsil the plain is broken by the outorop of detached
hills, a continuation of the Kirfna range in the Jhang district,
the bighest peak of which, standing about 1,000 feet above
the plain, and crowned by a famous monastery, is a conspicnous
object from any point within a distance of thirty miles. These
hills, though only 40 miles from the Salt range, are
composed of quarisites an1 schists, quite unlike any rock
found in that range, but of the same character as those forming
the mass of the distant Arévalli hills; so ihat they appear
to be an advanced outpost of the great Peninsular rock-
system, much older than: the Salt range and even than the mighty
fﬂr‘i,mshya within sight of which- they maintein an uadaunted

nt :

The Jhelamriver. ~ On descending the northern edge of the Bé?, a bank some
10 on 15 feet high, known as the Danda, we find ourselves
in the valley of the Jhelam, a tract somewhat similar in
character to the valley of the Chendb, but much more fertils,
better cultivated, better wooded and more thickly inhabited,
owing no doubt to the richer quality of the allavial silt
annually brought dowa by the Jhelam.. This river, the
Vedasta and Hydaspes of the ancients, is now locally known
as the Jhelam or Vehat, the latter name being wore common
towards. the south cf the district. It rises in Kashmfr and
debouches from the hills at the town of Jhelam from which
it takes its name. It then flows south-west fur a hundred
miles as fur as the town of Shahpur, whero it takes a shar
tarn and thon ilows almost .direct south to its junction witE
the Chenab. - 1n wintor the river shrinks into » narrow chaunel,
sometimes not maore than 200 yards wide with & minimom
discharge of sbout 6,000 cubic feet per seoond, the lowest
rooonles discharge between 1890 and 1896 being 6,623 cabio.
feet per second. The average width in wicter may be takea .
to be 300 yards, the-average velocity about two.miles an hour
and the greatest depth from 5 to 10 feet. . Almost every winter,
at least one sudden high flood (king) comes down, due to
heavy rain in the hijls. Occasionally such a flood reaches
summer-level, but it lasts omly a day or two. During the last
five years the level of the river has varied between 10 - feet
sabove -and 4 feet below the mean. Towards the end of
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March, when the snows begio to melt on the distant Himalayas, Chapterl, A
the river gradually rises, till in May and June it stiains an Descrintive.
average height of -abous 6 feet above its usoal winter-level The Jb .L .
witha b h of -about half a mile. When heavy rains fall " rivee.
on the lower hills, the river is liable to sudden freshets

sometimes rising as -high as 12 or 13 feet above winter-

level, and giving & discharge of over 200,000 cubic feet per

second. On such ocoasions the stream, ovor-leuping its ban

inundates the country for miles on either side, and then

gradually subsides within its normal bounds. These freshets

sometimes have a destructive effect, washing away valoable

crops, or submerging land already under crop, but.more fre-

quently they are of incalculable benefit, by depositing a fertile

silt over many square miles of ‘country and leaving the land

sufficiently moist to produce excellent crops with the aid of &

scanty rainfall. In September the river generslly subsides

in good time to allow the land which has been muistened and

fertilised by its floods to be sown with wheat for the spring crop,

and seldom inundates that land again antil the wheat orop bas

ripened and been secured. It is this adaptstion of the river

floods, dependent on the fall of snow and rain on far distant

mountain ranges, to the seasons in the plaine, and to the

needs of the wheat crop, which makes the land alohg the rivers

within reach of their annual inundations such a fertile and

valuable possession in this region of scanty rainfall. Qne

peculiarity of the river Jhelam is that it rises earlier than the

other Panjab rivers, probably because it is more dependent

on the melting of the snows and less on the summer rainfall

than they are. =

The Jhelam valley, which is little more than 2 miles TheJlbelam valley.
wide where the river enters the distriot, rapidly widens until
at Shahpur it is 12 miles and at Sdhiwdl 15' miles wide.
It is generally well deofined by the Danda. bank separating it
from the Bér uplands on the oue side, and on the other by
» similar bank, known as the DhAh, above whieh lie the sandy
plains of the Thal. Between these banks the river must have
meandered at various times within a comparatively reeent period,
and the valley is intersected by windiog channels in which the
river mast formerly have flowed, but which are now dry
hollows, sometimes 10 or 12 miles distant from the present
ohaanel -of the river. About Shahpur these old river beds are
known as Didhér, and forther south as Rin. One of the most
marked of them cute up the country immediately south-east of
Shalpur ; snother, often called the Réniwdh, runs slong near
the da benk- forming the eastern boundary of the valley. -
At preeent, however, the river Jhelam hugs the western border
of ite valley preity closely. - In fow rl.oos is the Dhéh baunk of
the Thil more than 2 miles distant irom the river, and in some
places, as at Khuoshdb and Hamoka, the streswn is aotunally
cutting away tho high land of tho Thal itself, The westward
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tendency of the river, which must have been going on for some
centuries, is still markedly in operation. &:'oe the - regular
settlement, some 85 years ago, more than 5,000 acres in the
country to the south of Shabpur which was then subjeot to
riverfloods, is now hardly ever flooded, and a large srea of
land, especially from Shahpur southwards, which was then on
the weet side of the main stream, is now on the east side. The
process results in ultimate gain, for the rich silt deposited by the
river is much more fertile than the barren soil it cuts away.

-In consequenoce of this westward tendeacy of the river, only
narrow strips and patches of its valley are now found on its
west bank, while to the east it has left behind it a wide level
lowland of fertile soil, with abandance of sweet well-water at &
depth below the surface varying from 15 to 55 feet according to
the distance from the river. Advantage has been taken of this
store of moisture to sink numerous wells for parposes of irriga-
tion; and during the last 30 years several canals have been con-
structed, both by the State and by private persons, to conduct
the water of the river in the annunal flood-geason on to the land
of the valley ut & distance from the present river-bed, and lower
down ita course—s process rendered possible by the gradual

" slope of the country towards the south-west. 8o good are the

‘soil and water and so profitable is cultivation, that the Jhelam

valley as a whole is- much more densely populated than any
other part of the district, and although it comprises less than a
fourth of the total alea, it contains much more than half the
gopnlation of the whole district. The only five towns, which

ave more thaun 6,000 inhabitants each, are all sitnated in this
tract. Near the river the villages are thickly clustered, almost
every acre is cultivated, the wells are numerous, and the country
well wooded. More especially the tract from Midni down to
Shahpur, which is now fully irrigated by cenals and wells,
wears an air of great prosperity; sand when riding throvgh
it on a spring morning one’s eye is delighted with an endless
expense of waving green wheat, broken only by the wells and
viltgu, each with it clump of shady trees. An exoeption,
however, to the general prosperity is found in the south of the
district where the valley is 15 miles wide, and canals have

- not yet been oconstructed to irrigate land at any greas distance

from the river. The tracs, locally kuown as the Ara, inter-
mediate between the riverain proper and the Bér upland, receive
ing no irrigation direetly or indirectly from the river and baving
a ver{ scaunty rainfall, is dependent for its cultivation alm
entirely on wells, and as the underground water-level is from

to 55 feet below the surface, and the soil is hard and clayey
and cannot be continuously cropped, there is much less cultivation

‘snd very few trees, and in early summer when there are no.

crops on the groand the tract presents a bare desolatp appear-
ance. The soil is, however, rich, aund when osnal irrigation from
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the Jhelam has been oxtended into this traet, it will soon equal
the rest of the valley in prosperity. . .

On leaving the immediate neighbourhood of the river
Jhelam and ascending the high bank which bounds its to
the west, one saddenly plunges into & wilderness of sand, which
extends westward for some 80 miles to the boundary of the
distriot, and beyond that about as far again to the edge of
the Indus valley. This desert tract, known as the Thal, which
ococupies almost the whole of the Bind Ssgar Dodb, between the
rivers Jhelam and Iudas, forms a marked contrast to the level
loamy Bér soil of the uplands on the other side of the Jhelam.

%_l.l-‘
Dessigtive.
The Thal 'desset.

Although it srpe_ora to have a somewhat similar substratam of -
y 1

hard level soil, its sarface is covered by a succession of sand
hills with a general north and south directicn one following
the other like the waves of an angry sea. Betweén the hillocks
‘the harder subsoil appears in strips and patohes ‘which are in
some places of considerable extent (patti), but the gemeral
appearance of the country is that of & sandy rolling prairie,
oovered in years of good rainfall with gruu and stanted bushes,

but in seasons of drought, which are of frequent ocourrenoe, little -

better than a desert. Cultivation is only carried on in small
patches, - trees are small in sise and of rare ocourrenoce, the
underground water is from 40 to 60 feet below the surface, and
generally brackish, irrigation from wells is almoat uoknown,
the villages are few and far-between, and the scanty population

stbsists chiefly on the produce of the flocks and “herds which

-wander from place to place in search of grass.

- The sandy hillocks of this. desolate region end some-
what. abraptly at a distanse of 7 or 8 miles frem the steep
escarpment of the Salt range which bounds the horison #o'the
north. The traet betweea the desert and She hills is for the

most part & flat barren plainof hard soil, i with
salts, and even & bush or.a bladeof grass. It
is known , and is the favourite hanunt of the

mirage. Nesrthe base of the hills, however, the chaemmoter of

the soil ebanges. The mountein torgents, in the course of ages,
have brought dows immense quausities of detrtus from the
sandetone and limestone rocks of which the upper surface eof
raage is chiefly comrosed, and have covered the ndarer portion
of the salt and sterile plain with a fertile soil slo
gradually cutwards from: the base of thie precipitous hills
aad requiring only a saficiency of moisture to make it ‘¥
prodactive. In veam of favourable rainfall the torrente Tus
down frc spread in ‘deltaio fashion over the
woraines have formed, being browght under
oontrol svon mever tney 1eave the hills by an elaborate system
of embankments erected and ' maintained by the industrious
pessancs. . ‘The most important of these torrents are the Vahi,
which drains a | area in the Salt range as far west as
Bhukhi and U and debouches on to the plaims near the
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village of Katha ; the Surakkn which gathers water from near
Khura oun the one side, and from near Jahlar on the other,
and irrigates the fine estates of Jabbi and Dhokri; and the
Dhoda which, after receiving the drainage of Sakesar and the

“hills around Amb, fertilises the lands of the border- villsﬁe
the

of Kiri Golevili. Bat of the many gorges throngh which
drainage of the Salt range finds its way into the plains only
three hold a constant supply of water (je). The small stream

‘which flows throughout the year in the bed of the Vahi torrent

is utilised for irrigation and other purposes at Sodhi and Katha ;
another at Kund does little more then afford drioking-water
to the village and irrigate the public garden at Nirewéla, and
the stream which trickles down the bed of the Dhoda torrent
is 50 salt a8 to be quite undrinkable. The scarcity of good
water is ooe of the marked charaoteristics of this part of the
district. The subsoil everywhere is so thoronghly impregnated
with saline matter that all attempts to obtain drinkable water
by means of wells have failed; and the inhabitants are
dependent for their water-suppiy on the springs which bere
mse there trickle from the rocks, sometimes far up in the
hills, or on ponds excavated so as to cutch some of the drainage
water in times of rain. When these ponds dry up, as they
generally do in summer, the people and cattle are often put

~ ta great straits and have to go long distances to obtain a supply

The Balt range.

of water gufficient for their daily wants. Still the land immedi-

‘ately along the foot of the range (Mobhér) is so fertile when

irrigated by the hill-torrents that a large population inhabite
the traot and derives a living from agricalture. While the
main village is usually situated at the foot of the range,
there are generslly a large number of detached hamlets

'(bhdn or dhob) out in the plains or up in the hills, in which

the people live while their orops are ripening in thg fields

‘nesr by. - Their prosperity, dependent as it is entirely upon

® very uncertain raiofsll, is more than usually precarious,

The Salt range forms the southern boundary of the
ngs:d plateau extending from the Snb-Himalayas south-
w over the greater part of the Réwalpindi and Jhelam
districts. After running from near Jhelam in a soath-west
direction parallel to the course of the river, and at & distance -
from it nowhere greater than 12 miles, it suddenly, at &
point. nearly opposite the town of Khushéb, turns to the
north-west. It then soon culminates in the peak of Sakesar,
from which it immediately dwindles into & low narrow ridge,
and at the same time tarns still more to the north till it crosses
the Indos Bear Kdlabdgh. The most soutbernly corner of the
range, formed by these changes of direction, lies in the
Khushéb tahsil of the Shahpur district, to which has been
allotted a length of 47 miles of the highest portion of the
chain. Here ita aouthern e rises precipitonsly from the
level plain of the Sind Sfgar Thal (whick liss aboat 700 feet
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above sea-level) to m general height of some 3,500 feet, with
several peaks reaching to over 8,000 feet,—the Sa'esar hill
iteelf, the highest point in the whole range, being 4,992 feet
above the level of the sea. On the north side, however, it
slopes much more gradually towards the Talagang platean
which lies some 1,800 feet above sea-level. When it enters
this distriot from Jhelam, the range consists of two parallel
ridges running east and westat a distance of 8 miles apart.
These soon bend towards each other and are connected by a
confused muss of smaller ridges abant Sodhi; then they open
out to a-distance of sume 16 miles aoross, and again suddenly
nsrrowing meet in the Bakesar hill. These external ridges
thus inclode within them several high.lying valléys with a
5ononl height above sea-level of from 2,000 to 2,500 feet,

ivided from each other by numerous ridges, generally long and
narrow, and almost all running east and west parallel to the
general direction of the range. Of these valleys much the
most importsnt is the Stn, a land-locked plsi immediately to
the east of Sakesar with a length of 14 miics aud a maxi-
mom breadth of 4 miles. Thesurplusdrainage from the hills
-surrounding this ‘valley, finding no outlet, cdllects in the
Uochbgli lake (kahdr), sometimes called the sahundar. The
area of this lake varies with the seasons. At regular settle-
ment about 1868 it coverad 1,425 acres;in 1890 after a dry
season its area was 1,128 acres, and in 1892 after the hoaviest
rainfall within living memory it extended over 2,550 acres,
and submerged a large ares of oultivated land round its
margin. Its water is salt, and in drying up exhales a strong
briny odour ; but the water of wells dug within a short distance
of its margin in sweet and drinkable. A rough estimate was
lately made of the cost of draining the lakeinto the Dhoda gorge
to the west by means of a tunpel throngh the intervening
ridge, but the cost was found to be prohibitive. In any case
the advantage of draining the lake and so obtaining a larger
area of cultivated land would probably be ontweighed by the
disadvantages, for were thqre no water in the basin, the water
ir the wells around it would certainly fail, and the. atmosphere
of the valley would become drier and hotter. There aro
within the Salt range a number of other rock-boupd basins,
the lowest parts of which are covered with water after rain ;
but the only two Ccontaining perennial lakes are ome at
Kbabakki, the area of which under water was 260 acres in
1868, 146 acrea in 1890, and 676 acres in. 1892 ; and the ot .cr
at Jahlar, the corresponding figures for which are 44, 46 and
84 acres. The other hollows apt to be flooded are Khntakka
(404 acres), Pail (31), Bbadrir (145), Mardw4l (118), Ugéli
(100) and Bhakarkot (49), but they generslly dry up in
sufficient time to allow wheat to be sown. The figures giyen
are the areas submerged after the heavy rains of 1892, and
should similar floods recur it will probably be found necessary
to remit the revenueof the submerged lands as was done on

Chapter I, A.

Descriptive.
The Salt range.

\
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Chapier I A-  that occasion. The rainfall of the morthern - ridge drains
Desciptive. northwards on to the Talagang platesu, while that of the
The Sl southern ridge finds its way. through humerous picturesque
v T%6%  and precipitous gorges southwards on to the Sind Ségar plain.

“:: of the Balt M goil of the valleys formed by the gradual disintegration
of the limestone and sandstone rocks of the hills above is

exonedingly fertile and its powers are being constantly renewed

by fresh deposits brought down by the torrents. It does

not vary mach in general character throughout the tract,

except that in Jaba and other villages to the north-east,

which are bounded on the north by « range of sandstone in-
stead of the usual limestone, the soil is more sandy and less’
fortile than in.the villages to the west. Its productive powers,

however, differ greatly from village to village and even in the

same village, according as the situation of the field places it

more or less in the way of intercepting the water and the

fertilizing deposits brought down by the terrents. Hence the

very elaborate system of embankments maintained by the in-

dustrious peasants, the result of which is that the slopes of

the valleys have been gradually worked into a saccession of

terraces, one below the other, and that in some cases the dams

are .80 strong sud so well designed that the natural channel of a

- large torrent remains perfectly dry, and even after heavy rain-
on its catchment ares in the hills, the whole stream is

tarned on to the ridges on either side and pusing gradually

down from terrace to terrace irrigates a large area of compara-
tively high land which would otherwise remain dry and almost

unculturable. Several instances of this may be seen on the

way from Uchhdli to Naushahra. The fertile soil of the valleys

thus irrigated supports a large population, and their villages,

situated at no great distance from each other, may be seen

nestling at the foot of the hills or clustered on the ridges.

SBcenery of the Unfortunately for the bezuty of the landscape, the Salt
Salt range. range renanu thiok their land too valuable to grow trees, and
the valleys are almost bare except for small clumps of trees

round the few wells. The sonthern face of the range presents

& forbidding aspect towards the Thal, its ragged and broken

cliffs, its distorted strata sud buge detached masses of rock

telling plaimly of the violence of the commotion which attended

its ‘birth.” This effect is heightened by the absence of vegeta-

tion due to the steepness of the hills on this side and the want of

sufficlent soil and moisture. Thegorges, however, which piérce the

reuge in several places, have a certain graudeur and beauty of

their own. The most picturosque of these is that at Sodhi

where a stream of pure sparkling wator dashes over great

boulders between precipitous cliffs fashioned by rain and frost

into ehapes suggestive of & row of Egyptisn gode. : it is this

stredamr which, rushing through a succession of gorges where it

sometimos forms deep pools of clea. water fringed by shady
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trees, passes under the holy shrine of Narsingh Phohér with its ChapterI, A.
cascade and petrifying springs, and debouches on to the plain at - Desorint
Katha. From the top of Sakeear hill on a clear day & pleasing ™" ”::.'m
view 'is to be had in all directions., Looking eastward one “m :
sees at one’s feet the fertile valley of the Sfin with its lake, and

the green line of trees which marks the road meandering like

a huge snake away into the distance. Beyond, the smaller lake

of Khabakki, and still farther off a reach of the distant Jhelam

river, catch the eye. Southwards lies a confused mass of

mountains beyond whioh under a dim hagze the desert of the

Thal fades away to the horizon. Westwards, the mighty

Indus rolls his way to the sea, taking with him the waters of

the Kurram river and bordered by the Sulemén range, with

Shekh Budir and the Tukht-i-Sulemén. Northwards lies the

rugged platean of Pakkhar and Talagang, beyond which may

be seen the Himalaya range above Murree, and if the sky is

clear of clouds, the snow-clad summits of the Sufedkoh.

The average annual rainfall varies considerably for differ- . -
ent parts of the district and decreases rapidly a1 one.goes n'f’""‘,' I, 118,
south-west away from the Himalayas. It is-also somewhat
heavier mear the rivers and inthe Salt range than in the dry
hot uplands. At Midh in the Chenib valley.it averages 15’
inches. On the Jhelam it averages 16 inches at Miéni, 15
inches at-Bhera and Shahpur, and 12 inches at Sahiwal. 1t is
remarkable that at Khushdb on the west bank of the river, the
average is 10 inches, t.e., b inches below the average of Shahpur,
only 8 miles off across the river. This great difference
is no doubt due to the fact that Shahpur is in the middle of &
canal-irrigated and well-wooded tract, while Khushéb is bare of
trees and lies close to the sandy Thal. At Mitha Tiwéna on
the edge of the Thal the rainfall again averages 10 inches, while
at Nerpur in the middle of the desert, the average is only 7
ine}l:es. In the Salt range at Naushahra the average is 16
inches. '

Taking 15 inches as the average rainfall for the Jhelam
valley, the most important part of the district, it may be said
that 11 inebes fall in the summer and 4 in the winter months.
April and May have rather more than half an inch each, an
inch falls in Juune, 4 inchesis July, 3§ in August and 14 in
September. October and November have little more than half
an inch between them, December is almost entirely rainless, .and
January, Februaiy, and March have slightly over one inch each.
‘T'be rainy sesson commences towards the end of June or begin-
ning of July and lasts for little more than two months. On the
rainfall of July and Avgust depends the sowing of the automn
crop. Rain in September is very favourable both for maturing
the autumn crop and for moistening the ground for the wheat
sowings. The spring crop once in the ground is chiefly depend-
ent on the showers of January and Februery. It is worthy of
rercark that while the total anrual rainfall is almost the same
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as for the Hissir district nesr the R&jphiténa desert, Shahpur
Fets 4 inches of rain in the winter months, while Hissér gets
ittle more than 2, and thi:, combined with the lower tompera-
tare of Shahpur, renders its climate much more favourable for
growing wheat than that of Hissér.

But while these are the averages it must not be forgotteu
that the chief characteristic of the rainfall here is not its
scantiness, but its variableness both from year to year and from
place to place. For example, at Bherain 1891.92 the total an-
nual fall was only 5 inches, and in the following year it was 24
inches. In the six winter months of the former year only half
an inch fell and in the corresponding period of thelatter year
6 inches. Again, in March 1888 onfy Kalf an inch fell at Bhera,
while nearly 4 inches feil at Miéni, only 10 miles off. In
fact much of the rainfall comes from partial thunderstorms,
often of great violence, and excellent rain may have fallen in
one village, while another a few miles off may have got none.
Generally speaking, it may be said that the scantier the totsl
anpual rainfall the more variable itis. Itis less variable
at Bhera and Miéni than at Shahpar and Séhiwil. It is
exceedingly variable in the Thal and along the foot of the Salt
range, but comparatively . certain in the valleys within the
range.

The value of opportune rainfall to the crops cannot be
exaggerated. = An inch cf rain over the district msy be literally
worth lakhs of' rupees to the peasantry. An hou:’s thunder-
storm may put thousands into the pockets of one village. An
exceptional shower in April or May is very favonrable for the
sowing of cotton or early bdjra. Good rain in the usually
almost rainless months of Novembar or December enables the
peasants to sow thousands of acres of rain-land which would
ordinarily remain barren. On the other hand, the failare or
delay of the usual monsoon rains leads to a great contraction of
the area under the sutumn crops and to a scarcity of grass and
fodder of all kinds. Should the monsoon rains cease early, the
autumn crop dries up, and the. gronnd is not sufficiently
moistened for the wheat sowings. Again when, as happened
in 1890 and 1892, the winter rains hold off, much of the wheat
fails to come to maturity and the spring crop is a very poor
one._ Unusually heavy rain in April and May, such as fell in
1898, does great damage to the ungarnered grain on the thresh- -
ing floors. The proepe:r’y of the district, and especially of those
parts of it which are chiefly dependent on the local rainfall,
varies very greatly from year to year according to the amount
and opportuneness of the rainfall.

Snow sometimes falls on Sakesar, but very seldom on the
lower pdrts of the Salt range as it did in the exceptionally cold
and wet winter of 1892-98. Hail-storms are frequent all over
the distriot, but very partial in their effects. They are most
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to be dreaded just before the wheat harvest. The mont severe (ouoneery s,
in recent years fell in April 1898, crossing the diatrict in almost —_—
a straight line from the Salt range to the Chenéb and leaving D.fr"-
behind it & path of devastation 50 miles long and 8 or Rei®

4 miles broad. The wheat and poppy crops were then ripen-

ing and that afternoon’s storm caused a loss to the peasants

over whose fields it passed of at least a lakh of rupees, .

Some parts of the Shahpar district, and especially the dry Temperaturs, wind

uplands ofpthe Bér and 'l'hfl, and the waterlest:, tree{oss trac{“ddr:“' '

ong the foot of the Salt range, are in the months of May and
June among the hottest regions in India. In those months
little rain falls and the temperatare at Khushab rises day after
day to 115° or more in the shade, the average daily maximum
for June being 108°. In the river valleys aud especially where
canal irrigation has moistened the soil and covered it with shady
trees the temperature does not rise quite so high; yet the
thermometer often stands at over 110°in the shade, and between
90° and 95° in the house, with the doors closed during the day.
At night in this scason the temperature goes down to about 85.°
When the monsoon rains commence the temperature falls con-
siderably, and in July and August seldom goes above 105°
in the shade, and often falls as low as 50" during the
night. In SeYtember and Ootober the temperature gradu.
ally falls until about the middle of the latter months the
days are no longer hot in the shade and the nights are dis-
tinotly cool. The cold season then sets in and for nearly six
months the district enjoys almost perfect weather with bright
days and cold nights. At intervals in January, Febrnary and
March the sky clouds over and the weather is cold, raw and
damp, reminding ove of a northern clime. The coldest month is
January, when the thermometer often stands at 60° in the day
and goes down to freezing-point in the early morning—the
average nightly minimum at Khashéb being 39°. Oa such
nights shallow pools freeze over, and hoar-frost appears on the
blades of gralds and young wheat, but is soon dissipated by the
rising san. Towards the middle of April the temperature
u.fain begins to rise uncomfortably high, and continues to rise
till the coming of the monsoon rains in the end of June except
when, at rare intervals, a refreshing shower reduces it some-
~what for a dey or two. The temperature of the valleys of the
Salt range is generally about 10 degrees lower than that in
the plains ; and at Sakesar, nearly 5,000 feet above the sgea,
the temperature in the hot months rarely goes above 90° in the
shade or below 70° and in the house with the doors open
generally stands between 85° and 75° with surprisingly small
variation. In October it goes down to aboat 70° and in the winter
often stands below freezing-point.

" The Jhelatn valley is less exposed to winds then most pnrts
of the Punjab, and often the air is absolutely oalm. In the dr
hot weather, however, dust-storms pretty frequently make theg
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dppearance, generally from the direction ‘of the sandy Thal,
oonverting g:yligbt. into almost complete darkness snd some-

times blowing with such violence as to uproot large trees. Inthe
tract along the foot of the Salt range such dust-storms are at’
that. season of almost daily occurrence; and at the mouths of
the gorges a fierce wind blows down from the hills nearly every
eveuning, often drying up and withering the ripening wheat:

On the top of Bakesar the air is hardly ever at rest and strong
squalls or whirlwinds are frequent. '

The district.is on the whole comparatively healthy, .the
average death-rate for the ten years ending 1890 baving been
only 26 per thousand per annum against 3l per thousand for
the Province. But like the rest of the Punjab its population
suffers severely in the antumn mouths from intermittent, and to
a less extent, from remittent fevers, more especially along the
banks of the rivers and in the villages near the foot of the Salt
range. In November and December the fever is often com-
plicated with pueumonia and bronchitis, and dysentery and
diarrhcea are common symptoms of the disease. Towards the
end of the season, enlargement of the spleen is often prevalent.
In dry seasons there is a comparatively small amount of fever,
and the death-rate is correspondingly Inw ; for instance in 1886

"and 1887 when the rainfall was below average the death-rate

fell to 20 and 21 per thousand. On the other hand, in years of
heavy rainfall and _high flood fever prostrates a large portion of
the po?nlation and the death-rate rises ; for instance 1n 1882, a

ear of heavy rainfall, the death-rate rose to 89 per thousand.

he district is subject also to visitations of cholers, one of which
in 1888 attacked 5,918 persons and carried off 3,924, raising the
death-rate for the year to 34 per thonsand, and audther in 1892
attacked 5,880 persons and carried off 3,090. The villages most
liable to this machdreaded pestilence are those in the Salt range
and at its foot where the water-supply is limited toa very few
springs, ponds or wells and is easily contaminated. Several of these
villages were literally decimated by cholera in less than a month.
In the towns greater attention is paid to sanitery measures and
especially to the protection of the water-supply, and probably
for this reason the ravages of cholera are generally less serious,
The worst year within living memory for the public health” was
the year lg92 when a cholera visitation in the hot months was
followed by heavy rains and high floods, causing an epidemic

.of fever which attacked at least 80 per cent. of the total popula-

tion. Owing to this combination of diseases the total death-rate
for the district rose for the year to 56 fer thousand. For the
month of October it was at the rate of 156 per thousand:per
annum. The town of Bhera lost in the year, chiefly from fever
and its sequels, 1,278 of its 17,428 inhabitants ; and the téwn of
S4hiwal 890 of its 9,210 inhabitants ; that is, 97 per thousand
of its inhabitanta died within the year. The prevalence of
fever is perhaps chiefly due to the carelessness of the people in .
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the matter of avoiding cbills, but one of its causes is want of
1 drainage, and endeavours are being made to im -the
rainage of the towns of Bhera and S6hiwdl which suffered.the
most. Further remarks on the subject will be found in Chap-
ter 111 A, On the right bank of the.Chendb, especially as
Midb, goitre is.-common, and the very dogs, cows and even trees
are said to suffer from it ; it is probably due to the quality of
the water in the wells. Guinea-worm is frequently met with in
the villages along the foot of the Salt range, where the in-
babitants often use water taken from stagnant ponds, rendered
filthy b{ the cattle which are allowed to wade in them. Stone
in the bladder is common throughout the district. - -

Tables Nos. XI, XIA, XIB and XLIV give annual.and
monthly statistics of births and deaths for the district and Io.i
its towns, while the birth and death-rates for recent years wil
be found in Chapter 111 for the general population and in
Chapter VI under the heads of the -several large towns of the
district. Table No. XII shows the number of insane, blind and
deaf-mutes, and lepers as ascertained at the Census of 1891 ;
while Table No. XXXVIII shows the working of the
dispensaries in recent years.

o ——

SECTION B—GEOLOGY, FAUNA AND FLORA.

A sketoh of the geology of the Salt range by Mr. Wynne

will be found in the Provincial Volume of the Gazetteer page 85.
The most interesting points about that part of the range which
lies in this district are the rock-salt deposit which crops out
with its accompanyiog red or purple marl at difterent places
along the zouth face of the hills ; the variegated red and white
sandstone clays and jyellowish limestones of the jurasaic
formation which are to be found in the glens-and gorges south
of Sakerar ; the white nummaulitic limestone of the eocene series
with its numerouns foseils, which generally crowns the peaks of
the south part of the range, including Sakesar itself ; and the
* reddish friable sandstones which form the northern ridge about
Jaba and are worked by wind and weather into fantastic shapes.

Mention has already been made of the interesting petrifying

proocess which is going on below Narsingh Phohar near Kaths,
whete a stalactite cave is being formed by the drippings of water
from the rocks. . The results of a similar process may bae seen
in the gorge at Sohdi and probably elsewhere in the range.
Reference has also been made to the carious detached hills on
the Jhang border near Kiréna which are composed of quartzites
and schists and are of the samo character as those forming the
mass of the Ardvalli hills, so that they appear to belong to the
Peninsalar mountain region.

Salt is found all along the soathern ridge of the Salt range
and especially near . its base, generally.associated with the red
marl- which- Is- s0 conspicuous & feature.of this part of the
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Chapter LB. range., During the Sikh times the revenue from the excava-
ooloy. Ta tion and sale of salt was realised by means of farms, the price
mmm at the :lhiges bleinbg tl;lonsono ru]fee per I;mmd. I; is. now
ineralogy : managed directly by the State, the price of salt at the mines
X it being the actual cost of excavation plus the duty, which is at
present (1896) Rs. 2-8-0 per maund. There are outorops of
salt at many places, reqninnf to be constantly watched for fear
of smuggling, but the only place in this district where excava-
tion is now carried on is at the Rukhla gorge about 2 miles to
the west of Warchha. A portion of this mine was worked by
the Sikhs, but their workings have now been abandoned as
dangerouns owing to no pillars having been left to prevent the
the roof falling in. The present workings are carried on on a
scientific principle in a seam of salt, the thickness of which is
20 feet, increasing as it dips into the hill, the chambers and
tunnels being so airanged as to leave a sufficient number of
strong pillars to support the rouf, and so as to admit'the neces-
sary amount of air to the workings. The salt is remarkably
pure, only about 8 per cent. being foreign matter. The excava-
tions are carried on by a speocial class of miners, called Wddhds
(cutters), about 50 of whom are regularly employed, the rate
paid them being Rs. 8-12-0 per 100 mauuds, the same rate as
was paid them in 1868. They are a sickly race, owing no doubt
to the bad air they breathe in the mines. Their net earnings
amount to about 8 anas a day, but they work in the mines
only for about 180 days in the year. Their women carry the
salt out of the mines on their heads, a common load being from
60 to 80 lbs. in weight. The price charged for the salt is 9 pies
per maund in addition to the duty. The quantity of salt sold
and delivered, which for the five years ending 1882-83 averaged
128,767 maunds, was as follows ten years later :—

Year. » Maunds.
188889 .. .. .. .. 107,809
188990 .. .. .. .. 137,971
180091 ... .. .. .. 108,520
1891-68 v e e 126310
189298 .. .. .. ... 107,626

Average .. .. 117,637

so that the amount of trade done is much the ssme as it
was ten years ago, althongh the Warchha mine is still 9 miles
from the nearest reilway station, while the railway haa been.
brought close up to its chief competitor, the Mayo mine at
Khewra in the Jhelam district, at which the cost of excavation
is only Rs. 8-4-0 per 100 maunnds, but the same price of.
9 pies per maund is charged for the salt. The Warchha
salt is by some consumers considerel to te of slightly
superior quality to that of Khewra. 7The amount in stock at
the end of the year averaged 55,000 maunds or about half
a year's supply. The Warchha salt is carried away almost
entirely on camels, and about two-thirds of the whole outturn is

N ok e - T & - - L ow e mmee——— - — —
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taken to Khushéb whence it is mainly sent by boat to Mooltan
and other places down the river. The other chief markets for
this salt are Bhakkar, Dera lsmail Khan, Leiah, Muzaffargarh
and Jhang. The total realisations averaged for the three years
ending 1892-93 Rs. 2,90,787, and the total expenditare of the
Warchha beat, which includes 33 miles of the range, ave

Ras. 19,769, or 7 per cent. on the gross receipts. On this beat
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there are employed a Superintendent, an Inspector and 100 men, -

who have to guard 29 posts along the renge, besides the mine
itself. The Katha beat also lies partly in this district. Its total
length is 40 miles, guarded by 22 posts, and its staff consists of
one Inspector sndgEB men, costing on the average Rs. 6,440
annually. No salt is excavated in this beat and there is there-
fore no income. Notwithsianding the many opportunities for
smuggling, this offence is very rare and only five cases ‘were
prosecuted in both beats during the four years ending 1898.

Small quantities of lignite or inferior coal have been found .

in the hills south of Sakesar, but not in workable quantity.

Petroleum has been noticed on the surface of a spring near
Khabakki. Gypsum aud mioa are common in places, and traces
of iron and lead have been found in the range.

The nummulitic limestone of which so large a portion of
the hills is composed is used for building purposes, and great
uantities of it have during the last eight years been removed
?rom the month of the Rukhla gorge near Warchha by the
Railway kngineers and used as ballast for the line. Smail
uantities of limestone are brought from the base of the hills to
hushdb (a distance of 12 miles) on camel and pack bullocks
and there sold at the rate of from Rs. 4 to Rs. 6 per hundred
maunds to be used in the manufacture of lime orsoap, or to be
ezported hy boat to Mooltan or Jhaog. -

In 1898 lime sold at Khushéb at 2} maunds per rupee.
Since the opening of the railway & large business in lime-burning
has been gtarted close to the railway stations from Bariya to
Bhera, limestone being brought from the hills near Khewra by
rail at a cost of Re. 6-14-0 per hundred maunds, and wood got
from the jungles of the Bhera Bér at a cost of Rs. 12-8-0 per
hundred maunds. A hundred maands of limestone give sixty
maands of lime. Altogether 16 kilns were at work in 1898, and
the total outtarn of lime was estimated at more than a lakh of
maunds per annum. It sells on the spot at three maunds for
the rupee, bat is mostly exported by rail to Lahore, Amritsar,
Mooltan and other distant towns.

A peculiar sort of limestone (khanggar) is found near
Sohdi and at some other places in the range. It liesin strata
just below the surface of the soil and when first excavated it is
soft and eusily fashioned into square blocks, but after & few days
exposure to the air it becomes hard. 1t seems to be of the
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same nature as kankar (rore) which is found in small calcareous
nodules just below the surface of the ground at some’places in
the Bar, but rarely in such quantities as to make it nseful for
rosd-making or lime-burning.

Kallar shor is the term applied to the efflorescence which
appears on the surface under the influence of evaporation and
capillary attraction wherever there is much salt of any kind in
the soil. Evidences of its presence are found all over the district,
sometimes in the form of barren strips and patches in the middle
of an otherwise fertile field. Where there is much salt in the
roil, it is absolately barren. Kallar is most- prevalent in the
tract along the foot of the Salt range, beyond reaeh of the hill-
torrents, and in.the Ara tract in the south of the Shahpur
tahsil. There is a carious kallar plain immediately to the north
of Séhiwdl. Kallar appears to be developing .itself in & narrow
strip of Innd stretching from Dhakwan to Kot Pahlwén ia the
Shahpar tahsil, but this seems due to the brackishuess of the
well water rather than of the sarface layer.

Saltpetre is manufactured in considerable quantities frem
the numerous mounds in the cis-Jhelam tract which mark the sites
of former villages. A long narrow drain is dug on high ground
and covered over with a filter made of twigs and grass, on which
is sprinkled powdered nitrous earth from the old mounds.
Water is then poured over the earth and filters through into
the drain carrying with it in solution the salts contained in the
earth. The dark brown liquid runs from the drain into a vessel
placed to catch it, and from that is poured into a large iron pan,
in which it is kept boiling until the solution approaches satur-
ation when it is allowed to cool and crystallize. Its dirty
brown crystals are crude saltpetre (bugdu) which is usually
sold to the refiners. This rude manufacture is cariied on during
the dry months chiefly by Bindds of the shopkeeper class who
are required to take out a license and pay Rs. 2 for each pan
used. It requires to be closely supervised to prevent .the
manufacturers from refining their saltpetre or producing edible
salt. The manufacturer generally pays two annas a day to the
owners of the nearest well who supply him with the water he
requires ; and he usually pays the landowners a lump sum,
varying with the quality of the soil and the convenience of the
site, but seldom exceeding Rs. 100 per annum, for the privilege
of being allowed to take the earth from the mound and fuel
from the neighbouring jungle. As much as Rs. 80] was paid
in 1892 for the right to nanufacture saltpetre from one mound
in Kélra, and in 1894-95 the owners of Kot Bhai Khan received
Rs. 5,200 for the right to manufacture saltpetre from the
maunds in that estate for one year only.

The Crimean war and the Mutiny gave a great impulge to
the manufacture of saltpetre, for the number of licenses to
work pans rose from 694 in 1855 to 4,856 in 1838, and the
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solling price of trude enltpelre was then Rs. 4 per maund. In
1864 the nomber of licenses fell to 185, and the price to little
more than Re. 1 per maund. The number of licenses granted
in 1892-93 was 153, the number of pans at work 156, and the
price of crude saltpetre from Re. 1-6-0 to Re. 1-12-0 per
maund. The manufacture was carried on from about 80
mounds, chiefly situated in the Bar and Ara tracts.

Crudo saltpetre, manufactured as above described, consists
of a mixture of nitre, common salt and earthy watter. 1t is
refined at refineries specially licensed on payment of a fee for
the year of Rs. 50. It is first dissolved in boiling water in an
iron boiler till common salt is precipitated from the solution.
The salt is removed and destroyed, and the boiling liquor
drawn off into earthen vessels in which it is allowed to rest
until earth and other impurities have settled. The clear liguor
ia then decanted and set outin a pan to crystallize. Next day
the long pen-like orystals (hence called kalmi) which have
forwed in the pans are removed and stored for sale. In 16892
there were five licensed refineries in theneighbourhood of Rhera
and Midni with 41 boilers. Refined saltpetre sold at Rs. 5 or
Rs. 6-8-0 per maund and 26 licenses were given in that year for
the export of 10,832 mauads of refined saltpetre. About 6,000
maunds weaot to Sakkhar and Kardchi for export to Europe and
the rest went chiefly to Banou and Rawalpindi for the manufac-
ture of gunpowder to be used in Public Works. '

Barilla (khdr or sajji), an impure carbonate of soda, is
manufactured from the khdr or sejji plant (salsola Griffithssi),
which grows in great quantitics on the hard clay soil of the Bar
and Ara tracts of Shahpur tahsil south of the Lahore road.
There are twovarietics of the plant,onewith white and one with

red flowers. It flowersin October and is cut in November when

ripe,and left on the ground todry. It is then thrown in bundles
into a circular pit five or six feet in diameter and avout two
fcet deep in which a fire has been lit and there burnt, care being
taken not to let the fire get too low or be srothered by too
much fuel, until the pit 18 nearly filled with the ashes of the
plant, which melt into a viscous mass. The operation lasts
about twonty-four hours, and the quantity burned Jduring this
time is from one to two hundred bundles, each of about half a
maund in weight. The contents of the pit are then well stirred
and allowed to cool, a little dry carth being scattered over the
surface to prevent evaporation. The pits are opened on the fifth
or sixth day, when the barilla is found concreted together into
a hard cellalar mass something like the refuse of a brick-kila.
It is exported from this district chiefly to the north and east,
_towards Réawalpindi, Sidlkot and Jhelam, and is extensively
used in the manufacture of soap, paper and coarse glass, in
bleaching and dyeing processes, as a medicine, and as a sub-
stitute for soap. The price of khdr or sajji appears to have

steadily risen. In Sikh times its prive was 6 or 8 anvay
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Be.er maund, in 1866 it was Ra. 1-2-0 per maund and in 1896 from
. 1-8-0 to Rs. 2 per mauc 1 .c-ording to quality. The cost of
manufacture is estimated : ! annas per maund. The saji
plant is a favourite food ot - ..els, and bhas to be carefully
protected from themif it is irterded to manufacture barilla. The
glantis now chiefly found in the large blocks of land owned

y the State, and the right of manufactaring the slkali or of
grazing camels on the plant as they find most profitable is
annnally sold to speculaic:s. The income to the State from this
source was Rs. 8,000 in 1866 and has averaged Rs. 7,700 for
the five years ending 1894-95. Previous to the severe drought
of 1891 the income generally stood at about Rs. 10,000. It
varies considerably from year to year, as the growth of the .
plant depends upon the variable rains, and as heavy showers
in the season of manufacture (November and December) may
greatly redace the outtarn. In an average year the quantity
manufactared probably amounts to about 5,000 maunds. At-
tempts have been made by sowing the seed of the plant to
extend its growth in the State Jands of the Shahpur tahsil, but
hitherto withont much success. An inferior kind of barilla
(khdr) is made by a similar process from another salsola (the
phissak lini) plant both in the Shahpur tahsil and near the
foot of the Sait range in the Khushab tabsil. This sells at about

. one rapee per maund and is used chiefly for washing clothes.

Wild animals.

About 3,600 maunds of this inferior barilla are annually pro-
duced in the Khushéb tahsil whence it is mostly expo to
La.hore, Amritsar, Sidlkot and Mooltan.

According to tradition tigers used to infest the Salt range,
but none have been seen there lately. Leopards and hyenas
are, however, occasionally heard of in the hills, and wolves are
pretty common, especia{ly in the Bér jungle. During the five
years ending 1895 the Government reward was paid for 8
leopards and 152 wolves. The number of these animals is prob-
ably rapidly decreasing, for in the five years ending 1882,
rewards were paid for 8 tigers, 11 leopards and 742 wolves.
Jackals are numerous everywhere and do considerable damage
to the crops, especially to maize and sugarcane. Pigs and
porcupines are to be found in the Salt range, but rarely in the
plain portion of the district. Faxes and wild cats are found in
the Bar jungle; the mungoose is frequently seen, and hedgehogs,
rats and mice are common. The badger (bijju) is commonly
reported to be in the habit of digging into graves and feasting
on dead bodies ; indeed it issaid to be able to make a dead bod
walk. Badger-baiting is a favourite amusement. Blaok-bncz
are rare, but the ravine-deer is fairly common in the Bér and
Thal and the lower slopes of the Salt' range. A They were
formerly much more numerousand old men tell how they used to
run them down with relays of dogs in the clayey lands between
the Thal and the hills after rain, when their feet stuck in the
soft soil. The most interesting animal from the sportsman’s point
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of view is the mountain-sheep or oorial (properlg hureal) which
is similar to the moufflon of Corsica. It 18 found throughout the
8alt range right down to its base. Among its native rocks its
agility is sarprising. Though heavy-looking it can move at a
very rapid paoe and no hillside is too steep for it. In this distriot,
pror{ably owing to the plentiful supply of gnod grasing, big horns
are fairly common ; 814 inches is the largest of which there is
any record, and horns of 27 or 28 inches are not unusual. A
full.grown oorial weighs about the same as & black-buck and
when cleaned makes aieavy load fora strong hill-man. Hares
are pretty common where the cultivated land adjoins the
jungle, and some of the resident Maliks are fond of coursing
them with grey-hounds, more or less pure in breed ; - every pre-
cantion being taken that the hare shall not escape. . The only
wild monkeys in the district are a pair of langurs which have
been seen on Sakesar.

The great bustard (log) is rarely to be found in the sand
wastes of the Thal, but the ordinary bustard (here called gurén) is
common both there and in the Bér jungles. Flocks of imperial,
painted and pallas sandgrouse are frequently seen in the dry
tracts, and perhaps also the pintail variety. The grey partridge
(¢sttar) is common everywhere, but the black partridge
i8 found only in a few places. In the hills the chakor (kaunk,
feminine kakk) and sussi partridges are both common. In
winter ducks of many kinds swarm on the rivers, on the lakes of
the Salt range and on ponds in the jungles. Geese and the
blue-coated demoiselle-crane (kinj) are common near the rivers,
and the scarlet flamingo (bagg) and numerous other aquatic
birds visit the Salt range lakes, where snipe and bittern are
sometimes to be seen. Quail (batera) visit the district in large
numbers in spring and autumn and quantities of them are
netted for sale. The crow and the kite are ubiquitous, the

black raven is frequently to be met with in dry tracts,
and sometimes the huge adjutant-bird (lamdhing) is seen stand-
ing about in the irrigated fields. A dead bullock or camel
soon attracts a number of vultures from the blue. ‘Hawks
valuable for sporting purposes are found in the Bér and Thal
and fetch fabulous prices. In the irrigated tracts green parrots
fill the air with their screeching, a golden oriole sometimes
flashes through the trees, and blue jays and scarlet-plumaged
woodpeckers add {aiety to the scene. Immense flocks of rosy
pastors (tslliar), the heredi enemy of the locust, visit the
distriot in the hot weather, and the common house-sparrow is
only too common at all times and places.

Snakes are common especially perhaps in the Salt range,

the venomous kinds most frequently met with being the cobra
aniar-nagja tripudians), the karail (sangchir, bungarus ceru.
leus) and the echis carinata (phises or khapra). On tho average
of the five years ending 1895. Rs. 70 were annually paid as
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Chepter I B.  rewards for the destruction of 435 venomous suvakes, and 43
I perscns were reported as having died from snake-bite. Cre.
Gand l'ora“n& codiles {sansar) may often be seen sunning themselves on the
Reptiles. ’ sand banks in the river beds, but rarely attack meu or domestic

animals. Lizards of various kinds are common. Thé& smali
house-lizard (kunkirli) catches flies upon the walls ; chameleor.
(saddar) and other tree-lizards scuttle up the trees, and severui
iucluding the great gok, live in holes in the ground. The
sahna burrows in the Bér jungles and is often dag out by
the Mussallis and jungle tribes and used for food. The
skink (reg mdhi or sand-ish) is found in the sand-hills of the
Thal ; with its tiny feet and glittering scales it looks exaotly
like a small fish, sand is remarkable for the brittleness of its
body and for the rapidity with which it disappears in the sand.
The dried skink is much in demand for medicinal purposes.
Most dreaded of all is the vindea, a small ugly spotted lizard
found in the hills, whose bite is wore venomous than the cobra’s;
hence the saying ‘“ lare bindoa te khatto toa’’ (if a bindoa bite
a wan, you may dig his grave). The littie animnal knows his
reputation, for he does not always flee when pursued, but turns
in a threatening attituade on his pursuers. However, whena
specimen was sent to the Calcutta Museum it was found to be the
enblepharis modicularis, allied to the Gecko and not poison-
ous ; and when attempt was made to verify alleged cases of its
bite having proved immediately fatal, the evidence was not
found to be sach as to satisfy a scientific enquirer. But what-
ever be the truth of the matter, there is no doubt that the fear
the villagers have for this lizard is real.

ey
I
5.

In the rivers the commonest fish are the rihu and dhabra,
both of which go up to about 16lbs. in weight, and the mals up
to 50ibs. ; less common are the mdhsher which goes up to 40tbs.,
the singhdra, up to 8lbs. the daula, up to 10lbs., a thorny-backed
fish ire kanda ; and a flat fish called pairi. The best for eating
are the rdhu, mdhsher and singhdra. Fish are very little eaten
by the river-side population and sell at from 6 to 10 sérs for
the rupee. They are canght in nets and basket-traps, and with
hooks, chiefly by the Mallah boatmen and by Mehra (fishermen)
from Pind Dédan Khan, who export a considerable quantity by
train to Rdwalpindi and Jbelam. In the torrent beds of the
Salt range, for instance at Sohdi and Kathwai, a small minnow-
like fish 18 found which makes fair eating.
iasots. Locusts (makrt) sometimes visit the district in .destructive
numbers, generally coming up from the dry south-west. In the
spring of 1891 numerous flights of locusts, which were identified
a8 the dcridium peregrinum, the great migratory locust of
North-Western India, made their appearance in the Khushab
tahsil and deposited eggs in the Thal and along the foot of the
Solt range. Towards the end of April young locusts (ping)
appeared in immense swarms and ‘devoured every green thing,
bui fortunately the wheat crop which was unusuaﬁy good was
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so nearly ripe that they did it very little damage. -After des-
troying everything that was still green they ascended the Salt
range and poured apon its valleys like an invading army,
attacking the ripening wheat and biting throngh the stalks so that
the ears fell on the ground as if cut off by a sickle. The trees
and bushes also suffered severely, almost the only kinds untouched
being the dhreh or bakain (Melia azadirachta) and the ak or
maddr (calotropis procera). The villagers were organised and
endeavoured to drive back the enemy, immense nnmbers of whom
were destroyed by driving them into trenches where they were
buried or into bushes where they were burned, bat their nambers
were so great that little impression was made. It wasnoticed that
the young locnsts (piing) bad a cannibal propensity for voraciously
attacking and devouring piecemeal their dead and wounded
comrades, whom indeed they seemed to prefer to- any other
kind of food. By the middle of June most.of the survivors
had developed wings, and successive flights of them took their
way towards the east feeding as they went on the bushes of the
Bér jungle, where also a considerable number of young locusts
had been hatched. In October and November again consider-
able numbers were hatched in the Salt range and along its
- base, but most of them were destrbyed before they could do much
damage. Considering the immense numbers of locusts that had
infested the district, it was astonishing how little damage had
been done. The graes and trees had suffered considerably and
some of the latter died from the effects of the loss of their
foliage aud bark, and a considerable urea of young cotton and
bdjra was destroyed, but the wheat crop had suffered so little
that it was only fonnd necessary to remit Rs. 817 in ten villages
in the Salt range.

Again in May 1893, flights of locusts came up from the
south and west and deposited eggs in the Thal and along both
baoks of the Jhelam, but the young locusts were mostly
destroyed before much damage was done, Another species of
locust (makkar) poecilocera pictu, of a bright yellow colour
with bars of brilliant blue ang een and of sluggish habit, is
constantly present. It is found ounly on the«wkk plant (calotropis
procera) which the migratory locust will seldom touch.

A sort of cricket (toka), identified as allied to the genus
gryllodes, and an acridid of the genus chroto gonus known here as
tridda, often do great damage to the sprouting kharif crops in
April, May and June, usnally making their ravages by night.
They were exceptionally numerous in 1891 when a cold wet
winter was- followed by a hot summer, and again in 1898 whe
the seasons were similar. :

White unts (stvvi) attack timber and garnered grain,which
i8 also mach subject to injury from weevils (ghun). Mosquitoes
and sandflies make life g burden in the hot weather, and house
flies swarm, especially towards the beginning aud end of
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winter. On the other hand, the honey-bee makes delicious
honey from the flowers of the Salt range, and in irrigated tracts
the firefly flashes his electric light amoug the trees. Scorpions
and oentipedes are comparatively rare.

The ocharacteristic trees avd shrubs of the Bér uplands
are the van, kars, jand and malls, together forming the jungle
with which the uncultivated lands are generally covered. The
van or jdl (salvadora oleoides), with its leaves something like
the mistletoe, ofveu forms a dense bush, such as cattle-
thieves like to find for the conoealment of ttolen cattle. . Camels,

and sheep browse on its leaves, and its wood is uneed for
uel, but burns with an unpleasant smell, aud leaves a great deal
of agh. The sweet berry-like fruit (pilu) is very generally eaten
by the poorer classes, great numbers of whom, especially the
women and children, go out daily in June into the jungle and
form a sort of picuio party, returning in the evening laden
with fruit. In dry seasona the pilu is especially abundant, and
if the price of grain is high, numbers of the poor live almost
entirely on pilu, camping in the jungle for days so as to be
near the supply. From the number of cases that arise in con-
neotion with it, pilu gatherinqrmms to be considered a favourite
opportunity for flirtation. The kari (capparis aphylia) has
hardly any leaves, bct when covered in April with its nnweroas
brick-red blossoms gives colour to the landscape. Its wood is
used for roofing, and .makes a good fuel for burning bricks.
Its fruit when unripe (dsla) is used to make pickles, and when
ripe (pinju or dela) is eaten, especially in times of scarcity.
The jand (pmco{ﬁ spicigera), sometimes & mere bush, but often
attaining a height of 10 or 15 feet, gives an excellent fuel used
for locomotive engines and other purposes. Its leaves and
pods (sanggri) form a good fodder. The leaves of the malla
(sisyphus nummularia) are also an excellent fodder, its berries
are eaten in times of scarcity and its thorny twigs are much
used for making enclosure-hedges, and make a fuel.

In the river valleys the most uumerous trees are the kikkar
and téhli, which are very largely grown especially on cultivated
land. The kikkar (acacia arabica) though said not to be indi-
genous in the Punjab, has taken very kindly to the soil, and
spriegs up wherever there is a little moistare in a marvellous
manner, being often self-sown. The young trees are apt to be
killed by hard frost, but can stand it after the first year or two.
It is a quick grawing tree, often reaching 15 feet in five years.
Its leaves make an excellent fodder and in times of dron%ht
the kikkar trees are ruthleesly lopped to save the cattle. Its
pods are greedily eaten by goats and sheep. The timber is
used for all sorts of purposes, and especially for agricultural
implements, and it makes an excellent fuel. Altogether the
treo is the most useful one we have, and many small grov.s of
it are maintained by the better class of landowners.
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The tihls (shisham—dalbergia sissoo) has been planted in
great numbers along roads and canals and several groves of it
have been formed in the canal-irrigated tracts and near the
rivers. Many of the wells too have small plantations of fdhls,
the result of an order issned at regular settlement, requiring
the owners of every well to plant a few trees about them. Its
leaves are good for fodder and its timber is excellent for almost
all purposes. The tdhli stands next in importance to the kikkar
swmong the trees of ithe district.

_ The shirih (sirie—albizzia lebbek), with its fragrant flowers
and rustling pods, is found chiefly along the roadsides. A small
ﬁrove of the tall, pale, ghostly albwzia procerd adorns the

ead-quarters station. ’

The ukdh or koih (farish—tamariz articulata), with
its. gharled trunk and needle-like leaves, is fairly common
-and does not require 80 much moisture as most other trees. The
ber (sszyphus jujuba) is very common on the roads and in the
fields and its fruit is much appreciated. It is often covered bya
curious leafless parasite (nidhdirs) used as a medicine. Groves of
stunted chhachhra (dhgk—Dbutea frondosa), with its large scarlet
flowers, are found in the north corner of the Bhera tahsfl.

In the neighbourhood of wells may be seen the sohdnjna
(moringa plerygo sperma), with its corky bark, pollard head and
bunches of white flowers, the lasira (cordia myea), with ita
bright flowers and edible fruit ; the malberry (tit—morus alta),
the fruit of which also is much appreciated. The date-palm
(khajyi—pheniz dactylifera) is common only in a few places on

the Jhelam, and especially at S8addea Kamboh above Shahpar,

and at Majhoka and Khai near the Jhang border. Its leaves
are made into mats and baskets and its stems are .useful for
water channels. The fruit is not particularly good,-but fetches

prices, especially the produce of a particular groap of trees
at Khai, called tbe musallin. Specimens of the bokr (banyan—
ficus  Dbengalensis) and pippal (ficus religiosa) are met with
chiefly near towns and often owe their origin to the pious care
of Hindds; there are some old trees of both kinds near the
ancient town of Takht Haz4ra on the Chenéb. '

Fruit-trees of all the ordinary kinds have recently been
much cultivated both by the District Board and by private
persons, and there are good gardens and orchards mear all the
towns and larger villages. - :

In the flooded lands along the rivers le: or eilchs‘ (tamariz
gallica or dioica) springs up in considerable thickets and is used
for wattling, baskets and roofs. The akk (calotropis procera) is
very common in sandy soil, but is of little use. Even the migra-
tory locusts do not touch it, apparently dreading ita acrid
milky juice ; but it has a resident locnst of its own and is some-
times eaten by goats. The khdr or sajji plant (salsola Griffithsis)
and its uses bave already been described. Allied to it are the
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ldna and ldns {also salsolas) which are much appreciated asgraz-
ing for camels, and are found in barren saltish soils at a distange
from the river. The camel-thorn (jawdha—adlbagi mauroram) is
most noticeable as.a thorny weed among the wheat. Near the
river the flooded lands are much infested by a thistle-like weed
called leha, and snotber thorny weed oalled pohli; and well-
irrigated lands, especially when the soil is poor or the cultivation
bad, suffer much from an onion-like weed, the bhukit, which
springs up with the crop and chokes it; the harmal (psganum
harmala) is another common weed on cultivated ground. The
bhakkhra (tribulus alatus) has e woody spiked fruit which is
gometimes made into flour by the poor in famine times; the
tindla, a tall weed, is eaten by cattle and sometimes as & veget-
able by men,

Vegetation of the - The few trees to be found in the dry and sandy Thal are

Thal.

chiefly jand, which is found in groves protected by -the reputa-
tion of some departed saint ; stunted kikkar rarely found round

" pouds, and a grove of ber trees round the town of Nirpur, which

Vegetation of the

Salt range.

are specially protected by a clause in the village administretion
paper. The characteristic bushes of this region are the. lina,
akk and harmal which have already been desoribed; and the
phog (calligonum polygonoides), a good fodder plant, little found
except in Rakh Narpnr; bii (pauderia pilosa), a low whitish
plant with flower heads like catkins; kkipp (crotolaria burhia), -
sometimes used for making ropes for temporary use; and
the tumma or kartumma (citrullus colocynthus) with its trailio
stems and beantiful green and yellow orange-like frait soattereg
in profusion over the sand-hills. Their taste is very bitter, but
goats eat them and 'a medicine for horses is made from them

"to prevent indigestion.

The Salt range has a vegetation of its own, very different
in character from that of the plains (ses Dr. Stewart’s Salt
Range Flora— Agri-Horticultural Society of India’s Joarnal,
Vol. I, Part I, new series). The southern aspect, with its steep
escarpments, is generally almost devoid of vegetation, but the
northern sides of the hills which have a more gradual sjope
and retain more soil and moisture are covered, though scantily,
with trees and bushes. Among the most characteristic trees
are the phuldh (acacia modesta) with its delicate leaves and little
yellow globes of blossom.; the wild olive (kau or kavva—olea
cuspidata) with its glossy deep green foliage, often seen growing
out of the cleft of a bare rock ; a species of oak (vari ~quercus
incana); the wild fig (khabdri—ficus carica) with its edible fruit;
the lahiira or rahtira (tecoma undulata) with its beautiful large,
bright orange-coloured flowers and nsefnl timber ; the kuldr
(bauhimia variegala) with its large purple or whitc flowers;
the dhamman (grewsa vestita) ; the vatamman (celite ausiralis)
with an edible fruit; the kangar (pistacia integerrima); and in
the rocky torrent beds, the oleander (kanhira—nerium odorum)
with its poisonous lcaves and rose-coloured flowers, Among
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the trees which have been introduced lately with success are ChapterI, B.
the mulberry (tiit—morus alba), the dhrek, tind or bakain (melia by
avedarach) with its strong-scented lilac flowers, the poplar G’:}‘ l&-.;.m
(ahufaida—pogulm alba), willow (baint—saliz), chil (pinus longi- Vegotation of the
JSolia); and in the gardens at Sohdi and Sakessar, the pomegranate, galt range.

peach, loquat, apricot, almond and other fruit-trees. The leaves

of the phuldh and wild olive form good fodder for cattle in

times of drought, and their wood makes excellent timber, that

of the phuldh being much used for agricultural implements and

that of the wild olive for making combs and walkiog-sticks.

A peculiar shrub found chiefly on Sakesar is the dwarf palm
(pattha—chamsrops rilchicana) from the leaves of which baskets

and excellent matting are made. Among the shrubs that clothe

the hillsides, the most common are the vahekar (adhatoda

vasica), santha (dodonza viscosa), the wood of which is much

used for roofing porposes, and the ever-green box (pappar—buasus

sempervirens), the wood of which (chikri) is manufactured into

combs. Ivy and ferns are also found in moist places; and on

the dry rocky slopes a useless plant, called the awdns (ballota

limbata) affords an easy opportunity for a joke against the

Awéns, who are the dominant tribe in the Sslt range. On

Sakesar a very common plaunt is the .masteara (scutellaria

" linearis), an infusion of which is useful for rhenmatism ; and the

rennet plant (wsthania . coagulans) is also to be found. Reeds

(nar) grow in moist places along the torrent Leds, and are used

for thatching, for pipe-stems and for mouth-pieces for musical

“instrumeunts.

Among the most common grusses of the Bér are the khabbal Grasses.
(eynodon dactylon), the dub of Hindustdn, an excellent fodder
for cattle and horses ; the chhembar (eleusine flagellifera), much
the most common grass of all, eaten readily when green, when
dry it is called bhuttha ; the sawdk (panicum coloum) which is
also " cultivated in the riverain and affords an edible seed ; the
murak which springs up very quickly in hollows after rain, but
is of little substance, when ripe it 18 called dila ; the fragrant
khevi, of a reddish colour, not eaten by cattle except in hard
times, commonly used to strew on the floor of mosques, when
it blossoms it is called dor and when dry kurak ; the palwdh
(andropogon annulatum) a tall grass goody for cattle but not for
horses ; the dhiman (pennisetum cenchroides), perhaps the best
of the milk-producing prasses; the dablh (poa cynosuroides), a
poor " fodder grass, used for making ropes ; the khirmadhdna, a
tall fodder grass ; the bariua. found chiefly in caltivated ground ;
the ddgur which grows best under the van tree ; the surdila, a
tall red grass; the garham, a tall fragrant grass not good for
cattle ; the lunik, a tall graceful useful grass with a saltish
flavoar ; the panni (andropogon muricatum), a tall coarse grass,
only eaten Ly cattle when green, the roots of which are the
khas of which taitis are made ; from the grass itself sieves and
screens are manufactured ; the mariun, a small grass sprouting
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in the cold weather, which gives its name to a famine year
(1890 Sambat = 1833 A.D.) because it seeded very plentifully
in that year and its seeds were much consumed by the famism
population ; and the chinkhs, which grows in low tufts, the

of which is also eaten in famine times.

In the river valleys, besides the abive grasses, the most
important are the sar and kdh. The sar (saccharum munja), a
very tall grass, often reaching the beight of ten feet or more
with large feathery spikes of flowers, grows very readily on
irrigated lands near the Jhelam. Indeed it often proves itself
a nuisance on the banks of the canals and in grass-preserves,
and large sums of money have been spent in the endeavour to
get rid of it. In its proper place it is a most valuable grass,
and sometimes a swall patch of it will be found cultivated near
a well. The sar grass at Mehga is annually sold at sums which
doring the five years ending 1892 varied from Rs. 400 to
Rs. 1,070, and averaged Rs. 725,and considerable sums have at
times been paid for the sar grass along the banks of the State
Canals. The young shoots are readily eaten by cattle. The
reed-like stems (kina) are used for thatching and for making
chairs and stools; the thin end of the stalk (¢ilr) makes win-
nowing baskets and screens (sirki) ; and the sheathing petiole,
after being burnt atthe lower end and beaten with a wmallet yields

- a fibre (munj) which is twisted into ropes, and used for all sorts

of purpoees by the peasants. The kik (saccharum spontaneum)
grows in the lands mostsubject to river floods and makes valuable
grazing for buffaloes. '

In the Thal the commonest grasses are the chhembar and
the fragrant khdvs, already described ; the excellent dhdman
is rare except in Rakh Narpur. Clumps of the sén grass are
often to be seen ; when it gets too woody to be eaten it is called
phittsén ; its long fibrons roots are collected by wandering
families of Chuhrés, who make from them brushes (kuchchan)
:’.91? by weavers for sizing the warp and by house-wives to clean

ishes.

In the Salt range most of the grasses found in the Bér are
to be met with ; but the characteristic grasses are the babbar,
a tall grass common on Sakesar from which are often made the
ropes nsed to carry the pots-on a Persian wheel, as such ropes
stand the action of water well ; the phareo and khar, good fodder
grasses ; and the suredla, a thorny-seeded grass of little use.
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Bat little is known of the early history of this part of the Obapter II.
oountry, and there are very few archsological remains to History.
.enable us to arrive at any certain conclusion regarding its Archmological
former inhabitants. Some of them have been described by ™
General Cunninghsm in his Archeological Survey Reports,

Volume V, page 79 to 85, and Volame XIV, page 33 to 41,
and io his Ancient Geography, page 185 to 159." The most
ancient remains are probably those to be found in the Salt
range, among them the most interesting being the ruins at paing gt Amb.
Awb, 5 miles south of Sakesar, which have been described
by General Cunningham in his Reports, Volume X1V, page 33.
Here, on a hill well inside the range and defended by steep
cliffs from attack from the direction of the plain country lying
to the south, are the remains of a massive fort in very fair
preeervation, with the ruins of three temples, one large and
two swall ones, and the walls of a.large nomber of houses,
which show that the place must kave been one of considerable
size and importance. General Cunningham mentions that the
temples are all of the Kashmirian style, and are almost certainly
of late date as all the arches have cinquefoil instead of trefoil
heads, which is the only form in Kasbmir.. He thought there-
fore that their most probable date was from 800 to 850 A. D.
doring the rule of the Bréhman dynasty of Kabul
There is a tradition among the present inhabitants that an
insoribed stone was found among the rmins at ‘Amb in the
early years of our rule, and was sent on a camel to Leiah,
which was then the hoad-quarters of the district, but unfor-
tunately. no trace of that stone can now be found. In 1888
three pieces of sculpture were found near the entrance to oune
of the temples. These have been deposited in the Lahore.
Museum. The ruins at Amb are supposed to he the most
southern example of the ancient and very peculiar Kashmiri
architecture.

On the hills a little to the east of Amb may be seen the Other ruinsin the
remains of a long wall with a gateway, which may have been Balt range.
erected for defensive purposes, probably against the inhabitants
of the plains, and on the very top of Sakesar itself are the ruins
of what probably was a small Buddhist shrine. Throughout
this part of the Salt range one frequently ocomes across oblong
platforms built of squared stones, many of them baving
inserted in one side in the form of a cross four stones of &
different colour from the rest. of -the structure. The present -
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inhabitanjs cannot say what they are, but they are evidently
tombs of a Hinda or Buddhistio period. They wounld probably

Other ruina in the Fopay the trouble of & systematic search. A namber of them

" Balt range.
Inscribed stone of

Coins found near

Amb,

Other ooins found

may be seen on the road from Kathwai to Sakesar.

At Khura in the Salt range, abont 2 miles north-east’
of Kathwai, there was found in 1888 among some ruins an
insoribed stone which was sent to the Lahore Museaw. The
insoription was deciphered by Professor Biihler, who gives a
Jacetmile and translation of it in the Epigraphia Indica, Part V,
for October 1889. He states that the characters resemble
thiose found in the older Baddhist nail-headed inscriptions of
the Gupta period, and that the language is a mixed dialect,
incorrsot Sanskrit, strongly modified through the influence of
the Vernacular Prakrit. The insoription bears that it was
inoised "in the reign of Téramana Shaha Jauvla, who seems
to have been an independent ‘king, possibly of Turkish origin. -
It records the construction of a Buddhist monastery by one
Rota-siddhavriddhi for the teachers of the Mahi.sésaka
School. Jt mentiohs a town called Naschira, which may
possibly be the place now called Naushahra, an important
village in the Sfin valley, about 7 miles from where the
stone was found. Professor Biihler, on palamographical grounds,
assigns the inscription to the foarth or the fifth century.

In 1886 in the hills a mile or two from the ruins of Amb
a shepherd, while watching his flock, employed his leisure
time in knocking down a bauk of earth with his stick, aad
noticed among the débris an earthen vessel, inside which he
found 549 small coins. These were sent to Calcutta and were
there deciphered by Dr. Hcernle as bolonging to different
kings who reigned between the years 1060 and 1215 A. D., the
most numerous being those of Maizz-ad-dio, Muhamwad bin
Saw, conqueror of India, 1193-1205 A. D. and of Sri Chahad
Deva, Réja of Ajmir, about 1215 A. D. .

Again in 1888 at the village of Chitta at the foot of the

in the Baltrange. Sakesar hill a man while glo‘u‘ghing tarned up an earthen
a

Old sites in the

Bér.

vessel containing 498 coins, all but one being of the *“ Horseman
aod Bnll'type” and belonging to Saif-ud-din Hasan Qurlagh
who was one-of the leading generals of Jalal-ud-din Maukbar-
nin, thé last of the Kharizmian Kings in the beginning of the
thirteeath century A.D. Another hoard of 395 coins of the same ,
ruler was discovered in the following year on a hiil-side near the

same- village of Chitta. About the same' time 304 coins were

fouud- near the village of Sodhi, also in the Salt range, nll of

which with one exception were coins of the Path&n Sultén of Debli, .
Ghiyés-ud-din Balban, who reigned from 1265 to 1287 A D.

In the Bér tract between the valleys of the Chendb and
Jhelam rivers there are some 270 mounds of earth mixed with
loose bricks and fragments of poltery which mark the sites of
former towns and viﬁlgel. It is unlikely that those sites wers
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sll iobabited at any one--time. More probably they were Qhapter IT.
built upon when the rivers flowed in ong.or other of the old —
channels still existing in the Bér, and as a river moved further - History. -
to the east or west the population gradually followed it and u?“ bites in the
deserted the old sites for vew onée nearer the new coarse -
of the river. This theory is enpgzrted by thg fact that old
wells found near these old sites have often-only 25 feet or
so of brickwork, while the present underground water-level
is over 60 feet, showing that when the wells were made,
water was much nearer the surface, probably because the
river was at the time near the site. It is improbable that the
" population of the whole district was ever larger.than it is at
the pregent day. .
Among the most extensive of these deserted sites are those (ld towns.
near Vijjhi 8 miles west of Miéni, Takht Hasira on the Chenéb,
Chak Séhnu 18 miles east of Shahpur and Panj Pir 10 miles
south of Béhiwil. Vijj}:i is described in the Archsmological Vijjbi.
Survey Reports, Volame X1V, page 40, by Geuneral Cun,ninqhnm,
who mentions six tomnbs of nogyuja’s or ¢ giant wartyrs, ” and
says he obtained here two coins of Indo-Scythian Princes.
Takht Hazéra was once, according to tradition, a large city
called Jab&ogfrnagar Takht Hazéra, because it covered a thou- Takht Hasérs.
sand acres. The numerous mounds that mark ‘the site show
that it mnst have been of considerable size. In the jamabandi
of the Sarkér Doéba Chaj given in the Afn Akbari, the MahAl
ot Haszfra is stated to have paid a revenue of 46,89,136
déms or Rs. 1,17,288. Rénjha, or more properly Dhido of the
Rénjha tribe, the hero of the well-known romance  Rénjha
and Hfr " belonged to Haséra. There are a large number of old
wells, most of them small and insignificant, a mosgue avd the
tombe of several fagirs, the chief of which is the tomb of a Mughal
Jagir called Shahéme.ud-din, but none of them of any great
architectural interest. The town is said to have heen deserted
about 200 years ago, and sfter remaining uninhabited for sbout
& century it was again oconpied by the ancestors of the present
inhabitants about 1785 A. D. Chak Séhnu is probably. the site '
of the Chak Béni which is mentioned in history as having been Chak Séhna.
sacked and burned by Nér-ud-din, the General of Ahmad Shah
Abdfli. Panj Pir must also have been at one time.a large Panj Pir.
town ; according to s Hindu story it was one of the resting-
places of the five Péndavas, but the Mussalmén residents
asoribe its sacredness to five saints, some of whose graves, nine
yards long, are pointed out in the vicinity. None . of these
mounds have yielded any old sculptures .or inscriptions, and
evidently the populatiop that inhabited them-in their days of
rosperity had not reached .any very high stage of civilization.
'ew coins have been found in them earlier than the days of the
Mughal Empire. ' ,
The only architectaral remains in the plain part of the AN‘}*“‘;:""‘ re.
district are of comparatively récent date. Mapy of them maios in the plgios.
such as the mosque at Bhera, the wins or stair-cased wells -
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at Guopjial and Had4li, and the remains of a massive
musonry dam across the mouth of the Katha gor
evidently built for the purpose of distribnting the water of the
stream, are all sscribed to Bher Shah, King of Delhi, about
1540 A. D. There are a few tombs of Muhammadan days
near Khushéb and at other places in the district, but none of
any architectural valune. At Shah Yusaf, 7 miles south of Shah-
pur, there is a small but elegant tomb, ornamented outside by
ooloured tiles, which was erected in 900 A. H. to the memory
of a holy man of that name, whose descendants still reside at the
spot and subsist on the offerings of worshippers. .-

The only buildings which are worth active efforts to pre-
serve them are (1) the temples at Amb, (2) the Nogaja tombs
at Vijjhi and Panj Pir, (3) the wdn or bdoliat Gunjial, (4) the
mosque at Bhera, (5) the tomb at Shah Yusaf and (6) the moat
elegant of the tombs at Khushsb.

The political bistory of the district way conveniently be
divided into thres periods. The first, that which preceded the
downfall of the Mughal Empire ; the second, the brief space
occupied by the successive inroads of the Afghéns, followed
by tue rapid acquisition of power by the Sikhs; and the last,
the period during which, by a happy admixture of boldness and
artifioe, the young leader of the Sukar Chakia misl succeeded
in making himsel% master of the whole of the Punjab, from the
banks of the Sutlej to the mountains of Sulemén. .

First or Muoghal  The first may be dismissed with a few words. "A tract of

country not naturally rich, and far removed from the high
road between Hindustén and the countries beyond its northern
frontier, would not be the scene of events of sufficient magnitade
to leave a lasting impress on the minds of the people, and hence
tradition has preserved little that refers to so remote & period.
All that is known is, that during the latter years of Muhammad
Shah’s reign the affairs of Bhera, .and the surrounding country
as far south as S8hahpur, were administered by R4ja Salimat
Rai, a Khatri of the Anand clan ; that Khushéb and its depend-

‘encies were under the management of Nawib Ahmadyér Khan ;

that the tracts lying to the south of the district, and along the
Chenéb, formdd part of the territory delegated to the c
of Mahéréja Kaura Mal, then Governor of Mooltan ; and that

Second ar Afghéa the Thal formed part of the jigir of the descendants of the
:&"‘-m“m Bilooh founders of the two Deras. To this period succeeded

one of anarchy. The weakness of the Mughal government had
invited sttack from without, and fosteréd insurrection withia :
wave after wave of invasion for nearly thirty years poured
down over the defenceless country, and in the intervals the
Sikhs made good every opportunity afforded them by the weak-
nees of the government, to enrich themselves at the expemse
of their more peaceable neighbours. The remote position of
this tract of country did not altopether save it from the calami-
ties incident on such a state of things. In the year 1757 a
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force under Ntr-ud-din, Bamizai, deputed by Ahmad Shah to  ChapterII.
assist his son TimGr in repelling the Mahrattas, ¢rossing the !l;;ry
river Jhelam at Khushéb, marohed up the left bank of the river. o~ ."" "
The proceedings of this man may be taken as a type of the pericd. Rise
excesses committed by the invading armies ; and some idea will SZL

be formed of the smount of misery caused by these inroads.
Nér-ud.din, finding that the inhabitante would not pay the

1 ransoms demanded of them, successively plundered and

laid waste with fire and sword three of the largest'towns of the

district. Two of these, Bhera and Miéni, rose agsin on their

ruins, without however completely recovering the.shock they

had sustained ; but of the third, Ohak Sé&hnu, nothing remains

bat s mound of earth and potsherds. ’

About this time Nawéb Ahmadyér Khan died, and
Khushéb was added to the territory under the charge of Réja
Balémat Rai. But the latter had not held it many years before
he was treacherously put to death by Abb&s Khan, Khatiak,
who held possession of the Salt range and Pind Dédan Khan
on the part of Ahmad S8hah. AbbAs Khan then seised Bhera ;
but his sttempt to make himself master of the surrounding
oountry was folled by the determination shown by the widow
of the murdered Governor, who shut herself up in the fort of
Chéwa, while her noghew, following her example, held outin
his stronghold of Fatehgarh, close to Bhera itself. These
events ocourred-in 1760 ; and before Abbds Khan had time to
subdue hix opponents, he was himself thrown into pricon as a
revenue defaulter, when the former status was restored, Fateh
Singh obtaining possession of the truct previonsly held by his
nnc?o, and Mohammad Nawéz Khan succeeding his father in
the government of the country north of the Jhelam,

After the final successes of the Sikh common-wealth against The Bikh conquest.
Abmad Shah in 1767, the whole of the Salt range was overrun
and appropriated by Chattar Singh of the Sukar Ohakia mssl,
while the Bhangfs taking possession of the tiact of country be-
tween those hills and the Chendb, as far nearly as Bdhiwil,

roelled it ont among themselves after their usual fashion. The
ivision of the portion oomprised within this district was as
follows : the sails of Midh and Mfisa Chiha, as dependencies of
Kédirabad, were retained as their own share by Ganda Singh and
Jhanda Singb, the leaders of the misl. Midn1 was aasigoned to
Téra Singh, and Bhera with Ahmedabad fell to the loj of Mén
Singh, from whom they passed in 1769 to Dhanna Bingh and
Charat Singh of the same confederacy. '

The Mohammadan chieftains of Séhiwé], Mitha Tiwéns Independent
and Khushéb bad some time previously assumed independence, chieftains.
.and, though hard pressed, were able generally to resist the
encroachments of their new neighbours, thé Sikhs. South of
the Jhelam, bowever, the Bbm had suooeeded in. wresting
from Mohammad Khan of iwél the greater part of his
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mﬁonl ; but after the chief's death, his son Fateh Khan
e out the Sikhs, and by degrees established his authority

Independeng OVer nearly the whole of the tract afterwards included in the
chieftaing.

Rise of Ranjit
Singh.

Bhahpur tahsil. But these changes bronght no repose; might
was the only test of right; and, in the absence of any general
oontrolling authority, the country became a prey to the ambition
of rival chiefs struggling for svpremacy. It would be tedious
and profitless to record all this petty warfare. Only those
oocurrences need be mentioned from which permanent changes
of poesession resulted.

Aocross the river Jhelam the Tiwénés under Malik Sher
Khan made themselves masters of Nfirpur and the surrounding
country, and after the death of Gul Jahénnia of Warchha
succeeded in establishing a partial authority over the Awéns
along the base of the Salt range. They also wrested Shekho-
wél and several other villages on the right bank of the Jhelam
from the Biloch Chief of Séhiwél. But the Malik’s attempt
to reduce Khushéb was unsuccessful, for although Lél Khan was
killed in the defence of the town, the Tiwéinés were driven off,
and Jéfir Khan, the deceased chieftain’s son and successor,
thenceforth rémained in possession, until Ranjit Singh absorbed
the taluka into the rest of his dominions.

South of the Jhelam, as described above, the Bhangis had
possessed themselves of the whole Doéb east of Shahpur ; while
to the west of that place as far as Nihang the country owned
the anthoritg of the Chief of S4hiwél. But in Shahpur itself,
& colony of Sayads, under Ghulém Shah, established & semi-
independent authority, * and this they were allowed to retain
unmolested by their more powerful neighbours, owing doubtless
to the reverence in which they were held as the descendants of
a renowned saint. The remainder of the Doédb, to the junotion
of the two rivers, was held by the Si§l Chiefs of Jhang, lzzat
Bakhsh Rehén, a powerful zamindér of those parts, being
their Deputy in Kélowdl. Such was the status of possession
when the Sukar Chakia confederacy under Maha Singh began
to acquire the ascendancy, and the power of the Bhangis to
decline. The subsequent history of the district consists of a
series of encroachments on the part of Maha Singh and his
renowned son Ranjit S8ingh, until the whole country was incor-
porated with the dominions of the latter.

By the deaths of Sardérs Jhanda Singh and Ganda Singh,
the Bhangi confederacy was left without a head; and Maha
Singh, having joined his forces to those of the Kanhia misl,
found no diﬁonlty in making himself master of Kédirabad.
By this event, which occurred in 1781, the talukdes.of Midh and
Mésa fell into his hands, and two years after, he succeeded in
taking Midni and its dependencies from Téra Singh, Bhangi.

® The descendants of Ghulém Shah and his father Nathu Shah still hold
the greater part of the land in Shabpar and its neighbourhood.
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For some time now there was a paunse in the tide of conquest.
Ten years after the event last recorded, Maha Singh died,
leaving his son Ranjft Singh, a hoy of thirteen years; and it was
long before the latter bad sufficiently established his authority
round Lahore, to allow him to think of making oconqueets so
far from the capital. But the process of annexation though
slow was sure, and the wily young chief was never in want of
a grotext for adding to his possessions. Bhera was coveted,
and the reason assigned for interference in its affuirs,-was the
tyranny of Jodh Singh, who had succeeded to the family con-
quests on the death of his father Dhanna Singh ; with this
Plausible excuse, Ranjit Singh marched from Miani in 1808,
and having obtained possession of the fort by means of a
stratagem, the person of Jodh Singh was secared, and the
young Mahérijs entered unopposed into possession of the
conutry lying on both sides of the river as far as Jhéwari.

Chapter II.
History.

Rise of Raujit

The next move was against the Bilooh Chiefs of S&hiwél "lom

and Khushdb. In 1804 Ranjit S8ingh had placed the former
under contribution, and the tribute, which at first was almost
nominal, was afterwards raised to twulve thouspnd rupees a
year. The increased demand was not met with promptitade,
and this furnished the Mabérija with the pretext he was
in search of. Accordingly, in 1809, a force was organiszed,
and Ranjft Singh marched for S4hiwdl. Having taken up
a’ position at Méngowél, one march from that place, he
sent Sarddr Attar Singh to bring the Biloch Chief to his
presence. But Fateh Khan, tanght by experience, mllreoted
treachery, and excused himself from obeying the call. On
receiving, however, the Sardér’s solemn assarance that no harm
should befall the boy, he sent his son Langar Khan with a
handsome offering to the camp of the Mahéraja. To divert sus-
gioion, Ranjit Singh received the boy verg {mcionsly, and
aving dismiseéd him with rich presents and the assurance of
his continued friendship for his father, he retraced his ategl
and marched against Jéfir Khan. Fateh Khan, falling into the
trap laid for him, dismissed his foroes to their homes, and be-
fore he had time to make fresh preparations for resistance,
Ranjit Singh, flushed with his success before Khushéb of which
lace he had made himself master after a siege of ouly eight
ys, suddenly apneared before Sshiwél and took the place by
8 coup-de-main. pi‘he chief was himself carried off a prisoner
to Lahore, and the new conquered territory Tiven in jagir to
the heir-apparent, Kharrak Singh. Thus fell Xhushéb and
. Béhiwal ; and at the same time the smaller possessions of the
Shéhpur Sayads and of Budh Singh, Bhangi, around Bakkhar,
were added to the rapidly increasing territory under the sway
of the Mahéréja. In the year following, the talukde of Faruka
and Kélowél fell into his hands, together with the remainder
of the country which had been subject to the authority of the
8Sidl Chiefs of Jhang. : ’ ‘
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 There remained now -oply the possessions of the Maliks of
Mitha Tiwdna, and these, too, soon shared the common fate. A
well equipped force was despatched sgainst them under Misr
Diwfn Chand in 1816. The Tiwéna Malik retired to Nérpaur,
in the heart of the Thal, thinking that the scarcity of water and
supplies might prevent the 8ikh army from effecting its object.
But all obstacles disappeared before the emergy of the Bikh

' commander, who sank wells as he advanced, so that after a

time the Tiwénds, finding resistance hopeless, abandoned the
fho,e and took refuge with their old enemy, the Nawéb of Dera

smail Khan, who had not the generosity however to forget
their former rivalry in pity for the fallen fortunes of the Tiwéna

"Chiefs, but plunidered them and turned them out. After this,

for pearly two years, Malik- Khan Muhammad and his sons
wandered from p{we to place, subsisting on the charity of their
neighbqurs ; but finding this kind of life insuppartable, they
determined on wmaking an attempt to recover their former pos-
sessions. An appeal made to their fellow clansmen was heartily
responded to, and, at the head.of this irregular force, they
smued suddenly before the walls of their native town. The
Sikh garrison, cpm&l,etely taken by surprise, abandoned the
place and fled, and the Malika were once more masters of the land
of their anocestors. Their trinmph was, however, bat short-
lived. Inthe early part of 1818, the ousted Governor returned

" with & strong force, and the Maliks were a second time com-

pelled to fly. The possessions of the Tiwéna Chiefs were then
given in jagér to the famovs Hari Singh, Nalwa, and were held
by him till his death at Peshéwar on the 80th April 1887,

The attempt made by Khan Muhammad served to convince
Ranjit Singh that it would be bad policy to drive the ‘Ciwhnss
to desperation ; when therefore the Malik repaired to Lahore to
tgn.der his submission he was well received, and a liberal pro-
vision made for the support of the family, Villages on the left
bank of the Jhelam, yielding ten thousand rupees a year, were
swgned in jdgir, and several of the chief’s relations and de-
pendents were taken into the service of the State. Matters
remained in this state, the elders living quietly on their jdgir,
while the younger members of the family with their contingents
served with the army whenever called gn to do 8o, till the-death
of Hari Singh before JamrGd. In the interim the old Malik
Khan Myhammad, and his elder son Ahmadydr Khan had died,
and Malik Khodaydr Khan, the yonnger son, with his nephew
Kadir Bakhsh, were thus left as the representatives of the family.
The former had had the dgood fortune, some time before, to
place Béja Guléb Singh under a deep obligation, which resulted
in & close friendship between them, and was the means of intro- -
ducing the Malik at Court, where, befriended by the Réja and
the latter’s brother, the prime minister, Khudayir Khan and

his son, the well known Fateh Khan, soon rose to positions of
great favour. :
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Fateh Khan was thus favourably situated when the news
of the death of Hari Bingh reached Lahore. He lost no time
in obtawing from his patron, in his own name, the farm of the
ancestral talikas of Mitha Tiwéna ; and his father dying about
the same time, he was lett the acknowledged bead of the tribe.
From this time till the unprovoked aggreesions of the Sikh army
led to the first 8ikh war, Fatoh Khan took a prominent part in
the politics of the country, and his love of intrigue found ample
scope in the confusion into which the affairs of the State were
thrown after the deaths, in rapid succession, ¢f Ranjit Singh,
bis son and grandeon. For some time Fsteh Khan remained
faithfnl to the side of hig patron R§ja Dhién Singh, and reaped
the reward of his attachment in ever-increasing grants of terri-
tory in farm. But ere long the prime minister was assassinated,
and icion of complicity in the deed having fallen on the
Malik, he retired to Bannu fo escape the vengeance of Réja
Hira Bingh, the son of the murdered man. Soon after, emerg-
ing from bis retreat, the restless Malik created a diversion in
favour of Sardér Jawshar Singh, to whose party he had now
attached himself, by raising an insurrection in hig native country
and making himself master of Mitha Tiwéna ; but the expedition
failed, and Fateh Khan, being ejected from the town by a Sikh
force under Sardér Mangal Singh, was forced to take refuge
in Bahdwalpur, where he remained, till the death of Hira Singh,
in 1844, allowed him to come forth from his asylam.

The rest of the Malik’s story is soon told. During Jawéhar

Chg_or II.

Aftor histeny ot
Tiwhos family,

Singh’s brief tenure of power, Fateh Khan enjoyed unbounded .

authority, the services of so unscrupulous a partisan being, in
the existing state of affairs, beyond price. But bad times were
coming for the Malik. His patron was I‘mt to death by the
armg, and his enemies, headed by Réjés Teja Singh and Dina
Néth, succeeded to power, and were not slow in gratifying their
malice. Hp was called on to give an account of the revenues
of the large tracts of country of which he had held the manage-
ment, amfe was brought in a defaulter to the extent of several

lakhs of rupees. Unable to meet this heavy demand, he was-

thrown into prison, where he remained till Lioutenant (after-
wards Sir Herbert) Edwardes, thinking he would be of use on
the frontier, obtained his liberation and ultimately, when the
Mooltan rebellion broke out, sent him to relieve Lieutenant
Taylor in the charge of Bannu. The Sikh traops soon after
broke out into open mutiny, and besieged Fateh Kban with
his Mohammadan levies in the fort. The Malik held ont
bravely, till the supply of water failed, when, seeing that the
defence opuld be na longer protracted, he came out and was
shot dawn while boldly challenging the best man of the Sikhs
to meet him in single cambat, -

‘When this ocourred, Malik Fateh Sher Khan, the son of
Fateh Khav, and Malik Sher Muhammad Khan, the son of the
deceased Malik’s first cousin K4dir Bakhsb, were serving under
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Major Edwardes’ orders before Mooltan. Both did good service ;
the former remaining with Major Edwardee, while the latter was
detached to follow on the tracks of the Bannu force then in fall
march to join Sher Singh, and to endeavonr to restore order in
his native district. In the execution of this commission, Sher
Muhammad Khan drove out the Sikh garrisons, and made him-
self master in rapid snccession of the principal towns and strong-
holds in this part of the country beginning with Mitha Tiwéna-
sud ending with Sfhiwél ; and added to his other servioes, by
oollecting a portion of the revenue and remitting it to Major
Taylor, who was then employed in restoring order along the
frontier. Nor must the services of Malik S&hib Khan, the uncle
of 8her Muhammad Khan and a gallant member of this family,
be forgotten. He too served with Major Edwardes’. Irregulars,
and was afterwards employed with Sardér Langar Khan of
Séhiwél and others, in putting to flight the force headed by the
rebel Bhai Mahar4j Singh, and in reducing Chiniot. In short,
this family has always shown itself actively loyal in seasomns of
disturbanoe, and it is only in times of peace, when the naturally
jealous dispositions of its members have full play, that sheir
;;toml feuds render them a source of annoyance to all around
enr. : ‘

. After the fall of Mooltan and the overthrow of the Sikhs at
Guajrét, the Tiwéna Maliks had time to look about them. They
knew that they were to be rewarded, but the question was, who
was to receive the lion’s share as the head of the tribe? Sher
Muhammad Khan claimed the turban, as the descendant of the
elder branch, while Fateh Sher Khan rested his title on the
acknowledged pre-eminence of his father, Fateh Khan. The
dispute was eventually settled through the mediation of friends.
It was decided that in point of rank they should be onan
equality one with the other, and that in all the material
benefits that might accrne to them as representatives of the
tribe, both should share alike, and this agreement has since
been acted on.

The Tiwéna Maliks were well rewarded. Soon after
annexation they preferred a claim to a fourth of the revenues of
the Ndrpur and Mithé Tiwéna talikds and in consideration of
their loyalty and good services, the claim was admitted, and
villages yielding Rs. 6,000 a year were granted in jdgir to
each, to be held by them andy their heirs in perpetuity. In
addition to these grants, life pensions of Rs. 5,000 and
Rs. 3,240 were conferred r tively on Maliks Fateh Sher:
Khan and Sher Muhammad Khan ; a pension of Rs. 480 a year
was, at the same time, granted to Malik 84hib Khan. Lastly
for their services during the mutinies, the Maliks obtained the
following rewards : Maliga Fateh Sher Khan and Sahib Khan
life jigirs of twelve- hundred rupees each, and Malik Sher
Mubammad Khan one of six hundred ropees. To these
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substantial gifﬁ was annexed the much coveted and highly
prised itle of Khan Babédar.

Ohapter I

It is now time to return to Sardér Fateh Khan of B&hiwil, Mistory a. the
who was left a prisonerat Lahore. In accordance with his usnal Béhiwél chists. .

custom, Ranjit Singh after a while released his prisoner, givin
him a jdgir in Jbang and then in Abmadabad, near Pin
Dédan Khan, stipulating, however, that Fateh Khan was to
remain at Court. But, after a life of independence, the Biloch
Chief was ill-fitted to play the courtier, his proud spirit chafed
at the confinement, and, like the Tiwéna Malik, he was tempted
to strike a blow for independence. He applied to the Nawéb of
Mankera for assistance. The request was favourably enter-
tained, and the two chiefs, with their combined forces, actually
started to attempt the recovery of Séhiwal. But fear of the
oconsequénces to himself of failure overoame the Nawéb’s desire
to asmst his fellow clanaman, and abandoning Fateh Khan to
his fate, he preoipitately retreated to his stronghold of Mankera.
Fateh Khan, seeing tbat he bad ocommi himself beyond
" power of recall, and that now he had nothing to hope for from
Ranjit Singh, fled to Mooltan, and soon after took -refuge in
Bahéwalpur, where he died in 1819. '

Langar Khan, the son of the deceased chief; a lad of four.
teen years of age, was left a pensioner on the bouunty of the Nawéb,
and remaived at Bahiwalpur till 1822, when Ranjit Singh hear-
ing, while on a visit at Mooltan, that Fateh Khan was dead, sent
for Langar Khan, and gave him a jdgir of two thousand rupees
a year with a personal allowance of three rupees a day.

Jdgir was afterwards (in 1888) increased to three thousand
rupees, and the allowance to five rupees a day. Langar Khan
with his men formed part of the Sikh contingent which, under
Captain (afterwards g:r H.) Lawrence, accompanied General

McCaskill’s division in Pollock’s advance on Kébul. Langar -

Khan also served with distinction under Major Edwardes’ orders
during the Mooltan rebellion. After annexation, asareward for
these services, the family jégir valued at three thousand rupees
a year, was released in_perpetuity, and a life pension of twelve
hundred rupees granted to Langar Khan. This Chief died in
1853, and was followed to his grave in 1862 by the eldest of his
three sons Muhammad Haiét irh.an.

There is yet oneé set of circumstances to be referred to, and
then the early history of the principal families of this part of
the country may be said to be complete. .It will be remembered
tb:lt o::h Ahm.&l thah’lf gnal retirelll:ent, the Sntn Ol‘uhui
under the grandfather of Ranjit Singh, possessed themselves o
the greater part of the Salt njnge. The status in this respect
remained undisturbed till 1827, when the members of this
confederacy, among whom the oconquered tract had been
ongfnally paroelled out, having fallen out among themselves,
Ranjit Singh resumed their shares and divided them among

The Lémba family.
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Chapter II.  his favourites; the Stn taluka falling to the share of Hari
— Singh, by whom it was held till his death in 1837. On the
History.  ooprrence of this event, it was given by the Mabdrdjs to
-,’“‘ Lémbe fami- pig o}d friend and playfellow, and afterwards one of the
: most saccessful of his Generals, Sardér Gurmukh Singh, L&mba,
and it was one of the few gifte of which this brave old man
had not been despoiled by the envy and hatred of the Jammu

family when we took the country. Tbe majority of the vill
constituting the taluka were then resumed, but the estato of
Naushahra worth rather more than four thousand rupees a year,
was roleased in perpetuity. Sardér Gurmukh Singh died in

1853, and was succeeded by his son, Attar Singh.

The Motiny. The following account of the events of 1837 is taken from
the Punjab Mutiny Report. Shahpur was then the head-
arters of the customs line in connection with the Balt range.
r. Wright, the Colleotor of Customs, brought to the assistance
of Mr. Ouseley, Deputy Commissioner, a very valuable rein-
foroement in the shape of 100 of the men of the preventive
service, who being all armed and natives of the Punjab or else
Pathéns, created a valuable counterpoise to the mutinouns
company of the 46th Native Infantry, which formed the treasary
gnard. The transit of the 89th Native Infantry throngh the
istrict on their way from Jhelam to Dera Ismail Khan caused
& panic amongst the people of Shahpur. Strange rumours
began to circulate sbout these men, valuables were baried,
people became unsettled, and the Commanding Officer of the
regiment feared to come through Shahpur while the company
of the 46th was there, expressing a hope that Mr. Ouseley had
not much treasure under his care. On the evening of the 22nd
May 8 strong guard of police marched into the treasury with'
three European officers of the station, and took possession of all
the surplus mouney, amounting to Rs. 2,60,000. Part of this
was forthwith sent towards Jhelam and part towards Dera Ismail
Kbhan. Under orders which were subsequently received the
Jhelam consignment was recalled ; but the move which took
it in the first instance from the 46th was a most ably planned
one, as the Hindusténi troops were at the same time turned
out of the treasury fort, which was garrisoned by the police
battalion, fortified and provisioned, and a well sunk to supply
drinking water.

At one time the villages of the Bér were said to be in an
unquiet state. Mr. Ounseley posted ten police horse on the oon-
fines of the tract of land so-called, and as no mutiny of the
sepoys took place in the district, the wild tribes remained
peaceful even when their brethren in the Mooltan division broke-
out. The mutiny of a portion of the 9th Irregular Cavalry
‘affected this country so far as that it called out the Deputy
Commissioner, two or three of the customs officers, and a number
of the police. The mutineers were pursned by the police; the
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goldiery and district officers of five or six districts were on their  Chapter If.
trail and gave them no rest until Captain Hockin came up with = _=——
them in the Jhang district and cus them up. A Hindusténi m!ll'm!-
clerk in the customs office was detected in an attempt to unite atioy.
HindGs and Muhammadans against our Government., He was
spprehended, convicted and punished.

A foroe of local levies was raised, thus affording veat to the
warlike spirit of the martial tribes of the distrios who chafed ab
insction, and probably would have fretted us had not a legiti-
mate object been given them on which to spend their strength.
Of thess lovies upwards of 1,000 horse were raised from among
the Tiwfués alone ; and Mr, Ouseley desoribes his relief at their
departure as great. . .

Probably there is no district in the Punjabthe territorial  Stetusat sanexs
limits and constitution of which bave andergone so many chan m Fbeogant
as that of Shahpur. At annexation, the whole of the Ci:;
Doéb, from the boundary of the Jammu territory to the junction
of the rivers Jhelam and Chenéb, was placed under the charge
of Mr. E. C. Bayley, and administered by him a8 one distriot.

-But the charge was found too extensive. Adocordingly,-in
June of the same t{ear (1849), this tract of country was divided
and formed into the two distriots of Gujrét and Shahpur; the
latter comprising the four kdrddrehips of Midni, Bhera, S8&hiw4l
and Kédirpur, to which were added the three lowest sails of the
kdrddrship of Kédirabad, vis.,, Midh, Ahmadnaggarand Kélowdl
on the Chendb. As time wore on, however, and our uaint-
ance with the newly oonanered country beeame closer, defects
were discovered in the first apportionments of territory into
circles of administration, and in respest to Shahpur agd the
surrounding districts speedily led to changes. The first took
place in 1851, when the whole tahsil of Kddirpur was transferred
‘to Jhang, on tke ground that the talukds of which it was com-
posed had always been subordinate to that place, that it was
more conveniently situated with respect to the head-quarters of
that distriot, and that the inhabitants were chiefly Sils, closely
oconnected with others of the same tribein Jhang. For some-
what similar reasons, the taluka of Khushib was made over to
Shahpur from Leiah, from the commenoement of the financial
year 1858-54, and the following year saw the transfer back to
this district of the Faruka iléka. '

. The distriot now consisted of the tliree tah#¥fis of Bhera, Coustitution of the
Séhiwél, and Kélow£l, of which all but the narrow strip made ‘“'d"‘“ in tlu-m
up of the trans-Jhelam pargands of Khushdb, Girot and Jaura, 22 thevestter.
attached to the S&hiwAl tahsfl, were situated between that river

and the Chenéb. Presently, however, further additions were

made to the district, - Early in the year 1857, as the Chief

Commissioner was marching across Sind- Doéb, the

leading men of Mitha Tiwéna came to him in & body praying
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that the falwka might bo transferred to Shabpur; urging as
their reason for desiring the change the great distanée from the
head-quarters of their own distriot (Leiah), and the compara-

disteiot In 1853-64 tive proximity of Shabpur. The application was favourably

and thereafier.

A fourth tahafl
created.

Tioal changes.

entertained, and the transfer took
ment of that financial year. A still more important revision.
of territorial jurisdictions was madeduringthis year. A difficulty
had always been experienced in providiag for the effectual
administration of that portion of the Bind-Sigar Dokb which
lay within a radins of 50 miles from Kéldbdgh. Circumstances
originally led to the selection of Réwalpindi, Jhelam, and Lieiah
as sites for stations, and betwean these places the intervening
territory was parcelled out in 1848 as best it might be ; but soon
it became apparent that they were far too remotely sitaated to
allow of the exercise from them of an efficient control over
this tract ; and a proposition to create a fourth distriot having
been negatived on the score of expense, the result, as regards
this district, was the transfer to it from Jhelam of the following
talukds and villsges :— :

rlsoe from the ocommenoe-

oo 19 villages.

TLe whole of taluka 8Gn ... o
":,jﬁ;f““ g w » of , Khabakki .. .. 6 4
Part of , Nirpur Behti w4y,
» of , Jabbi . e 8,
1{,";,‘,’:,'” { Thowhole of , Myl .. .. . 18 ,
Part of , Pakkbar .. .. 4
South of {The wholeof ,, Katha ... w e &,
ditto. Patt of , Ahmadebad .. .. 6

In all sixty-five villages, paying a revenue of nearly a
lakh of rupees.

Those extensive additions to the area of the district trans-
Jhelam, having rendered the creation of & fourth tahsil on that
side of theriver absolutely necesssry, the recently transferred
tract were formed into a new fiscal division, which received the
name of the J4ba tahsil from the small village of that name in
the Salt range, whero the head-quarters were established.
From this time the limits of the district remained unaltered till
the year 1861, when ihe revision of establishments led to the

- +absorption of the Kdlow4l tahsil, and the distribution of its vil-

lages between the Bhera and Chiniot tahsfls’; the latter a sub-
collectorate of the Jhang district. The las} and most import-
ant changes were carried out in 1262, when the faluka of
Ntrpur in the Thal was received from Bannu, the Pakkhar
‘taluka, extending from Sakesar to Nikki, was cut off and at-
tached to the Midnwa4li tahsil of that district, and the remainder’
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of the Jébp tahsil lying north of the Salt range was transfer-  Chapter IL.
red to Jhelam. These interchanges of territory between Shah- nllt—'ory :
pur and the surrounding djstricts neceasitated a complete re- w :
modelling of the interior fiscal divisions, which was effected by s o subdivl
forming thé whole of the country still attached to the distriot

trans-Jhelam into one tahsfl, the head-quarters being moved to

Khush4b ; and by the transfer from the Bhera to the S&hiwAl

tahsil of an equivalent for the villages which had been added to

the former on the breaking-up of the KdlowAl tahsfl, as described

above; at the same time, as S4hiwAl was now no longer centrical,

the head-quarters of that tahsfl were removed to Shahpur.

_In 1877-78 the following.villages weré transferred from the gubsequent changes,
i

Shabpur to the Gujrénwéla district : —
(1) Thadds Mallahéawsls, (4) Chhani Ralimat Kbao,
(3) Burj Fattu, (5) Obbani Mfr Muhamad,
(8) Obhani Sultén, (6) Burj Ghaus,

and in 1880-81 the two villages, Burj Rahma and Burj Jaw{ys,
were transforred to Gujrénwala. to which district they orig'innlléy
belonged, but had been cut off and attached to this in 1877-78.

Some oconception of the development of the distriot lincemzdnu
it came into oar hands 1::5 be gathered from Table No. II, '
which gives some of the leading statistics for five-yearly periods,
so far as they are available ; whilo most of the other tables
appended to this work give comparative figares for the last few
years. In the case of Table No. II, it is probable that the
figures are not always strictly camparable, their basis not being
the same in all cases from one period to another. But the figures
may be accepted as showing in general terms the nature and’
extent of the advance made. 8o far as statistics go, it may
- be sammed up briefly as follows. In the last half century the
population of the district has doubled ; the area under cultiva-
tion. and the area nnder irrigation have trebled ; the number of
cattle, sheep and goatsa has more than doubled, while the number
of camels is probably much the same as it was; roads have
been made. throughout the district, and it is now crossed by
‘a railway ; prices of agricultaral produce have more than
doubled. Yet the land-revenue has only been raised from about
four lakhs to six, and the value of the proprietary rights in the
land, which at aonexation was practically nil, is now ahout
three crores of rapees.

The following table shows the Deputy Commissioners who
have held charge of the district since annexation with the
pen:h’i. of their charge omitting periods of Jess than three
montns i~ :
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Obapter II. ‘ ﬁad
History. Name, Dato of assuming | Date of relinguish. period in
Deputy C i - oharge. ing charge, ;'::'“d .
sioners since ansexa- decimals.
tion,
Msj. W.O. Biroh ... | Annexation... ... | 25th Decomber 1858 88
» G.E. Hollings ...|6th January 1853 | 30th May 1856 34
Mr. Gore Ouseley .. | 8lst May 1866 | 6th March 1860 48
» D.C. Macoabb ...|10th March 1860 | 20th August - 1861. 14
Capt. J. B. Bmyly .. |2lst Aggust 1861 | 35¢th December 1861 o3
» - H.J. Hawes ... | 26th December 1861 | 25th July . 1868 o7

» W.Q.Davies ...|26th July 1832 | 11th December 1867 58
» J.W.H.Johnstone | 12th December 1867 | 16th May 1870 4

» E.P.Gurdon ...|27th May 1870 | 10th November 1870 o8

» [E.C.Corbyn ...|11th November 1870 | 8th March 1878 | Bee below.

» R.P.Nisbet ... |9%h March 1872 | 1st December 1872 o7
Col. H. A, Dwyer ...|2nd December 1872 | 26th March 1876 83
Capt.E. C. Corbyn ... |27th Mareh 1870 | 9th Scptember 1879 | See below.
Mr. J. Frizelle ... «os | 18th December 1879 | 156th January 1883 21
Lt.-Col. E. O. Corbyn... | 1Gth Javuary 1882 | 25th February 1884 ()]
Mr, J. W. Gardiner ... | 26th Febraary 1884 | S31st October 1880 27

» J. Wilson ... 1o | 33nd Ootober 1886 | 18th July 1888 | See below.

» M.F.O'Dwyer ... |19th July 1888 | 17th December 1888 04

» 9. Wilson ... ««s | 18th December 1888 | 13th April 1890 | See below.
Oapt. F, W. Egerton ... | 14th April 1890 | 28th October 1800| - 0§
Mr. J. Wilson ... s | 20th Ocotober 1880 | 30th November 1893 61

» A. Bridges .. | 1st December 1898 e “

Of the early officers those who are best remembered are
Mr. Gore Ouseley, who condacted the first regular settlement
of the cis-Jhelam tract and held charge of the district durin
the Mutiny, and Captain (now Sir W, G.) Davies who oompletog
the first regular settlement of the Khushéb tahsil, re-organised
the whole system of the revenue administration, oonstructed
many of the roads, encouraged the excavation of canals, and
improved the towns. Several villages lLave been named after
him, and of all its English rulers, he has left the strongest
impress-on the district.
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Table No. V gives separate statmhca, for each tahssl and for ﬂnptor IIL A.

‘the whole district, of the total area (cultivated, onltnmblo and
cropped), of the total population (arban and roiral), of its
distribution over ares, of the inhabited villages classiffed mrd-
ing to the population they contain, and lastly of the number of
occupied houses and resident families, which are gweni separatel
for towns and villages. The number of occupied hodses in eaoﬁ
town is given in Table No. XLIII. Their total population was
a8 follows in 1891 :—

Name of town. Total. Males. Fomales.
Mifol, oo e e e 7,149 8,590 8,650
Bhers .. o e e 17,428 8,979 8,849
Shabpar town ... e o 6,337 8,200 3,133
Shahpor civil lines ... .. 2,806 1,982 ‘ 964
Shbiwdl oo e e e 9,210 4,560 4,660
Kbush&b... w0 9,832 5,082 4,800

The statistics for the district as o whole give the following
figures :— .

OCenens of

. . 181 180,

P of total population who live in villages {1’&”" ot - 4
'sreen R W) A\ { . o8 .

R tage pop Females ... wx n-}

Do. total population oser villnge sadtown” . o U ‘.#' 090

Number of uare miles Toial o .3 nx':

y of populati e {Tou.l %:hhz‘xh -y n’: co':

Density o on on

square mll‘anol Per JCultivated area .. { Rural Ptzpo,:mll:c“lon e ?‘% m
Total population ...

. ((Cultarable area ... { o) popnmon w % 148

Number of resident families per oocupied honn{ m oo i'z }.g

Number of persons per occupied house {vm““ oo ,.3, :::g

Number of persons per resident family ... {Vﬂhm e — ;:: ::g: :g

® The remsrks in this section are taken prmc:polly from the Qensus Report
of 1801, and refer to the luﬁlheu of that year.

suum
Distribution of
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Ohapter IIL,A. . The total of the district and its denmsity per
Statistical,  *quare wile of ealti area at different periods will be seen
Distribusionot from the following table :— :
populatioa. ;
L Inersase per-cens. Total [Density per
c Joultivation, "‘m
Date of ) ' 1Gincolast| Per sqoare Calti
lsottloment.| annum. ystiou.
laks e+ v 908,700 476 638
1868 .. ... 368,288 2 it3 662 | 55
1081 .. o | 421,508 14 11{ e B4
1801 ... .| 498,588 17 17 986 501

Cultivetion has increased so much more m%idly' than
population that at each successive Census, although the total
has shown a large increase, the density per square

miﬂ' of cultivation has been less than at the g;evions Census ;
and when the great development of irrigation from wells, canals

" and embankments ix taken into account, it is clear that the pros-

‘perity of the district as measured by the amount of prodnoce
per head of population has experienced a great 4nd steady
increase. '

“The distribution of the population over the different
physical divisions of the district will be seen from the following .

statoment :=—

Density of population
per square mile of
Tract.
: g | Cultivated
Total area. ares.

Chenib valley . . e . . 189 488
Bér upland . ™ o 55 608
Jhelam valley e . s - 261 855
Ara well tract aer Iy . v TS 23 886
Thal desert . .“ v . 16 511
Mohér .. . . e 70 878
Salt range e o . " 103 ‘73.
Total distrioct 104 501

e _

The figures for density per square mile of total area show
how much denser the population is in the Jhelam and Chenéb
river valleys with their facilities for oultivation than . in the
dry uplands, the Jhelam valley having a density, of 261 per
square mile, or aboat the same as that for the districts of Lahore
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and Karnél, while the Bér upland has only 55, and the Thal
desett only 16 persons to the square mile. The Thal comprises
more than e fifth of the total area of the distriot, but contains
little more than a thirtieth of the population. :

The density per square mile of cultivated area is highest
in the B&r upland, where the population still depend more on
the produoe of their great herds of cattle than on their fields,
and very high even in the Thal desert with its shepherd

ulation. In the Jhelam valley with its large agrioultural
illages it is 555 per square mile, or as high as for the
Ludhifna district, or the old Delhi division. It is lowest of
all in the Ara well tract, where less than half the area under
cultivation produces a ¢ in a year, and in the Mohér tract,
where also large areas are left unsown in dry 'years. No part
of the district can be said to be over-populated. Captain
Davies at last settlement dwelt upon what he considered to be
the over-population of the Salt range, but notwithstanding
the inorease of population since he wrote, the density per
square mile of cultivation in that tract is only 478, which is less
than that for the whole district and less than that for the whole
Punjab ; and seeing that the cultivated land of the Salt range
is exceptionally fertile, it cannot be said that the population there
. is excessively over-crowded.

The proportion of rural population to total population
inoreased from 87‘8 per cent. in 1881 to 89'3 per cent. in 1891,
so that the population of the villages is increasing faster than
that of the towns. The same fact may be stated in another
way. The population of the present six towns increased from
48,855 in 1881 to 52,852 in 1891, an increase of only 8 per
oent. against an inorease of 17 per oent. in total population.
The gradual growth in the size of villages is shown by the

following figures :—
=== =
NOuMBER OF TOWNS AXD
VILLAGES.
Population. In1881. | Inisen.
Over 10,000 souls . e “ 1 1
5,” h 1om 1Y) 1] e .o ’ 7
3,000 to 5,000 ., A 9 13 -
3,000to 3,000 . w“ 2 26
1,000 to 3,000 ... . " “ 7L 8s
500 to 1,000 ... “ 144, 167
200t0 600 .. 310", 206
Und‘t 200 Py . .o .- 19&_ 313
Total inhabited villages es7 708
v ‘ Uniohabited estates ... “ o4 138
, . TorAL . w 838
e .

Ohlm_r_ IIL, A.

Distribution of

Distribation over
towns and villages.
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- The number of villages of each sise, except those below 500
in population, has increased oonsiderably, which shows that the
inorease of population has been prott{ evenly distribated over all
sizes of villages. The number of inhabited villages and towns
has increased from 657 to 706, and the average popalation per
town or village from 642 to 699, which is much above the
average for the Province (509). It must be noted, however, that
many of these so-called *villages” are in reality very large
estates or townships, and that their population is often not collect-
ed in one “village” ia the English sense of the term, much of it
being found in hamlets situsted at some distance from the
parent vi This is especially the case with the large estates
m the Mobér at the foot of the Salt nngo, where the Ynont
village is ﬁnerally found close to the foot of the hill with
several outlaying hamlets up on the hill or out on the plain, all
mtlgn tl]:;o l’a,o?ndgies of the estate and, t.herefﬁro inc udv:‘il in

e ¢ vi for Census m?ooe-. Agaig, in the river
it is common for the ow'nerl: of a well situated some distance f:;yl:
the vi to build huts at the well, and practically to live
there ps theilx; cattle. &l:dthat the lfmpnhtgonhis ;ot so closely
grou together as would app rom the high average
viIhfe. In the Bér and Thal,li:p:::ver, altho g the poi'
peos e wander considerable distances from the village with their
oattle, it is not usual for them to establish a fixed residence
away from the village, and their homes aro, asa rule, closely

together into comparatively large villages.

From Abstract No. 77 of the Punjab Census Report of-
it appears that the Shahpur distriot attracts s smaller
roportion of immigrants than do most distriots of the Province ;

for the percentage of persons born in the distriot to'its total

population was 92-6 in 1891 (in 1881 it was 93'7), while for the
whole Province the similar percentage was only 88 per cent. in

1881 and 87 per cent.in 189J. The total number of immigrants

compares as follows : — i '

TOTAL IMNIGRANYTS.

- =

!m oo oo voe 1Y) oo eor “,l‘l
1801 o oo XYY e’ . oo .”,m

Males. | l'omplu.

13908 | 13388 .
17414 | 19,384

It is to be' noticed that the number of immigrants has

y increased, and that among them the proporion. of
emales to males has greatly inoreased. Ot the total number
of immigrants only 1,061 came from outside the Panjab, and
only 287 from outside .Indis, so that apparently Shabpur has
no strong attraction for foreigners. 4
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Taking now. only the figares for migration between Chapler 1%, 4.

Sbahpar and other distriots within. the. Province, it lgepnn Statistieal
from Abstract No. 79 appended to the Puujab Censas Report .~ """,
. that while Shabpur got 55,617 immigrants from those districts, it w._b!;;“ of pepas
sent them out-86,927, a net loes by migration of 1,810, or about 1ation. ]

‘3 per cent. of the total population. Table No. V1 gives a

detail of this migration by districts ; from which it Wppears thas

Shabpur has received more immigrants than emigrants from the

neighbouring districts of Jhelam, Jbang, Gujrés and Gujréu-

wéla, as well as to & small extent from gi&lkot, and has given

more than it has received to each of the other districts of the

Province. The figures may be abstracted as follows :—

IuMIGRANTS. EMIGRANTS,

DistrICTS.
Total. | Males. [Femsles] Total. | Males. [Fomalen.

Jbelam, Jhang, Gujrkt | 80,475 13,79)| 16, 20,27 13,864
aod Gujriawala.

Other districts of the 8, 2, 16,651] 10; 8,768
Provinoe.

It appears from this abstract that about five-sixths of the
immigrants into S8hahpur came from the four adjoining distriots
named, and that four-sevenths of the emigrants have goue to
those districts. It is slso to be noticed-that in the case both of
the immigrants from, and emigrants to, those four districts the
number of females is largely 1n excess of the males, indioati

.that the chardoter of the migration is lsrgely what has been
described as “ reciprocal,” and is much of it dne to excban
of women in marriage between the distriots; whereas in the
tase of the other districts of the Province the number of males
is much larger than the number of females among the immigrants
and is nearly double the number of females among the emigranta,
indicating the temporary character of the migration, consisting,
as it largely does, of males who have gone afield in search of
employment, leaving their women and children at home. There
was nothing markedly abnormal in the state of the distriot at
the Oé6usus of 1891 ; the harvest was everywhere good and
fodder plentifal and the people were very few of them away
from home exocept those employed in the army and other occu-
pations outside the district ; and there were no great works

iog on in the district to attract labourers from outside. So

t the po‘{nluion was normal except in one respect, vis., that

owing to the devaetation - caused by locusts in the Jhelsm

distriot to the north, a considerable number bf residents of

Jhelam had come into this distriet temporanly in search of
work and food. ' . ‘
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Chaphet I, A. ~  The large exocess of immigrasion over emigration (10,199) for
Statistionl. the adjoining districts of Jhelaw, Jhang, Gujrit.and Gujrinwéla

“ge 4 Mready noticed is no doubt mainly due to the rapid development
.m“ pope- Of cultivation and irrigation in the Shahpur district since 1870
lation, which has attracted -numerous new sstilers from those districts.
At first they wonld leave their women-folk behind, but gradually

as they settled down they would send for their wives &nd

danghters, and get new wives for their sons from near the old

home. 8o that the numbers and pogmlation of the female immi-

gures show to have actually

ts would increase, and this the

pened.

Increase of popu- - . According to the different enumerations of the population
Iatien. which have been maude since the district came under British
rule, the total number of persons in the distriot and in each
(The boundaries of the distriot and
ractically the same as they were in
ange being tbat between 1668 and
1881, an area of 8 square miles with a

tahsfl has been as follows.

of the various tahsils are g

1868 and 1881, the only ¢

was cut off from Bhera and transfe:
and that since 1881 a further area of less than a

pulation of 508 persons
to Gujrénwéla distriot,
square mile

with a population of 92 persons was also transferred from Bhera

tahsfl to Gujrdnwéla) : —

TO’A[« POPULATION IN |I‘0m.l PER CEXY. BETWERN
TansiL. : 1856 | 1868 | 1881
1866. | 1868, | 1881. | 1891. and and and
1868. | 1881. | 189l.
Bhers .| .. | 139,219 167,260{ 195, 17
Bhabpar .| .. | 108,607 122,638 146374 .. 1 19
Ehusbéb .| .. | 125463 181,618] 161, . 5 15
Total District | 802,700/ 868,388 m,mJ m,ul n* W w

. For the district as & whole the population has been in-
creasing at a rapid rate ever since 1855, and ie now returned as
nearly two-thirds as much again as it was 86 years ago. The
vate of increase shows no signs of diminishing and is indeed
t 10 years than for the previous

- considerably higher for the
18. For the last 10 years the percen

e of increase has

been much the same for all three tahsils, but if we take the last
23 years together, the rate of increase has been nearly double
in Bhera and Shahpur what it has been in the Khushab tahsil,
g0 that whilo in 1868 Khushéb tahsil contained 34 per cent. of
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the total population of the district, it now contains only 31 per Chapter III, A.
cent. The reason of this, no doubt, is the great development of -
irrigation from canals and wells which has taken place in the m
ois Jhelam tahsfls of Bhers and Shahpur, and hLas attracted , oo o popa-
population from the more arid Khashéb tahsil, as well as from

outside the distriot.

According to the bifth and death statistics the number of Sources of in-
births recorded during the tem years 1881 to 1890, inclusive, was cresse.
169,401 and the number of deaths 117,846, giving an average
anoual birth-rate of 87 per thousand, and death-rate of 26 per
thousand, and a net inorease from this cause of 51,655 persons.
The statistios are not quite trustworthy, as probably many
births and deaths escape registration, but they are ocertsinly
not exsggerated and probably the number of unregistered deaths
is comgnntivoly small, the defect being chiefly in the registra~
tion of births and especially of female births (the total namber of
female births for the ten years is only 78,919 against 90,482
male births). Aocording to the statistios for birth-place
already quoted, the number of persons bornout of the district
but rofsi oont7in it was 26,141 in 1881, a:d is now 86,078§ a
gsin of 10,637 persons by immigration in the ten years. Yet
asalread -m.r the ﬂg::u in Abstract No. 79 appended to the
Panjab Census Report show that as between the Bhahpur district
and the other districts of the Punjab, Shahpur showed in 1891
s net loss by migration of 1,310, so that apparently the increase
of total population between 1881 and 1891 cannot be la.rT]y
due to excess of immigration over emigration. We are thus
foroed to the conclusion that the birth statistics are defective to
a serious extent. If we take the female births as having in
reality been equal to the male births, this will give an increase on
the ten yesrs’qﬁiuresof 11,563 births, and make the excess of
births over deaths for the ten years 68,118, while the actual in-
crease in population is 72,080, leaving 8,962 still unaccounted for.
The difference is probably partly dne to further defects in the
number of births registered, sng partly to excess of immigration
over emigration during the ten years. The net result is an
increase of 17 per cent. in the Census period. It is probable
that the population of the district will continue to incre&ae,_bqt
not at the same rapid rate ; for, although cultivation and irri-
gation are still being develcped, the superior attraction of
the Chenéb.Canal in ajrénwé?&,,and Jhaug is likely to divert
the stream of migration to those districts. On the other hand,
80 soon as the Jhelam Oanal is opened for thé irrigation of the
Bhera Bdr, Shahpur will again experience a sudden inflow of
immigrants and increase of population. At present there is no
- likelihood of the districts becoming over-populated, according to
the ordinary Indian standard, though it is unfortunate that the
people cantiot secure for gheir posterity the higher standard of
comfort within their reach, but will multiply till they redace
the standard again nearly to what it was before.
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Table No. XI shows the total namber of births and deaths
registered in the district for the years 1886 to 1895, and the

bhe sad deatd diseases from whioh most of the deaths resnlted. The distribu-

birth
rabes.

tion of the total desths from all canses and of the deaths from
fever over the twelve months during the last five years ot this
Kcriod is shown in Tables XI A and XI B. Farther details as to

irths and deaths registered in individual towns will be found in
Table XLIV. ~ :

The returns of births and deaths in villages, which are
furnished by poorly paid aad illiterate village watchmen, are
by no means acourate, though they are gradually improving
in acouracy. ‘They always fall short of the truth, and this is
espeoially the case with the returns of births and particularly
of female births. This is evident from the fact that aoccording
to the retarns the average number of male births per annum
for the ten-year period ending 1895 was 9,410, while the aver-
age aumber of female births was only 8,196. Probably the’
actaal number of female births was almosat equal to that of
the male births, in which ocase no fewer than 12,140 female
births remasined uuregistered in the ten years. The figures as
they staud give on the population of 1891 an average snnoal
birth-rate of 86 per thousand ;the real figure was almost
oertainly 38 and probably 39 or 40 per thousand ; and seeing
that, notwithstanding two epidemcs onholem and oue very bad
fover year, the averasge death-rate was ounly 27 per thoussand, it
follows that the popaulation is still increasing at the average
rate of over 10 per thousand per annum. : ‘

V&ht:o:; in the The annual birth-rate shows variations according to the

* pature of the preceding seasons. It was lowest in 1888 (30 per
thousand) after the serious drought aud scarcity of 1886-87 ;
and in 1898 (30 per thousand) after the fatal epidemics of
cholera and fever in 1892. The rabi crops of 1898 and 1894
were both bampers, and the birth-rates of 1894 and 1895 were
the highest yet recorded, being respectively 43 and 46 per
thousand per anoam. The death-rate also varies very much
according to the season, and especially according to the amount,

. of the sutamn rains. It was very low in 1886 (19 per

thousand), and in that year the monsoon rains were much below
.average ; and again in 1895 (20 per thousand), ancther dry
year. It was high in 1888 (83 per thousand) which was a dry
year, but suffered from a cholera epidemic which carried off 8
-peor thousand of the population ; and exocessively highin 1892 (56
per thousand) during which year a cholera epidemic in the sum-
mer carried off 6 per thousand of the population, and heavy
aotumn rains caused a severe epidemic of fever which carried off
87 per thousand of the population. As Mr. Maclagan remarks in
his Census Report of 1891, unusual mortality is generally due
fto water. The spread of cholera is greatly due to a scarcity of
drinking water which renders the few sources of water-supply
liable to speedy-contamination ; and the prevalence of fever 1s
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almast always due to excessive rain. It does not seem to be Chaptet IIL A.

caused by heavy floods in the rivers. After the record flood in Statistioal
the Jhelam of July 1898 which covered the country for ., .. "
a distance of 10 miles from the ordinary ohasnel of the pirh eod - death.
river, & severe eopidemic of fever was expected, yet the rates.
antumn remained healthy and the death-rate of 1898 was below
average (only 26 per thousaund).

Cholera, though very deadly when it does come, on the Dissases.
average of the ten years bas only carried oft 1 per thousand
of the population per annum. Small-pox though always pre-
sent is even less of & scourge. The most fatal diseases are
those classed under the head of fovers, to which on an average
"of years 17 per cent. of the population fall victims aud which
in 1892 carried of no fewer than 37 per thousand of the
popalation.

The most healthy months are February, March and Apri] Montbly mortality.
before the great heat begins, and July and August before the
nights get ohill after the rains. May and June, the hottest
and driest months, are on the average unhealthy, because of the
chance of ocholera, whioh is most deadly in those months.

But the most fatal months of all are those from September to
Juouary when the chill nights after the rains affect the ly-
alad and careless people with fever and pneumonia. If they
would learn to wear warmer clothing and to avoid sudden changes .
of temperature the death-rate from fever might be reduced to a
considerable extent. -

The figures for age, sex and civil condition are given in “ﬂ-. sex and civil
great detail in Tables Nos. VII and VIII of the Census Report tion.
of 1891, while the namber of each sex for each religion will be
found in Table No. VII appended to this volame.

The "figures for age are .véry inaccurate owing not to Age.
wilful misrepresentation but to the vagueness of the peaple’s
ideas as to their age and their general tendency to state it in
round numbers. As regards even male children. under three
years of age, the statistics regarding whom shounld be the most
accurate of all, the following comparison of tha birth and death
statistics with the Census figures gives some surprising results : —

L — —————3
MALR RPOPOLATION.
Birth and death statistics. Census statistics.
Number of] . : ‘
Number . Borvivio Number
Yoar. - | of males [Dlcadiod | g of | Ageat Consus of |y oo jeg
er one 1891. ali
year old. yoar. ve.
Ia 1890 - 9,497 1,989 7,568 | Under ona year ...| 11,389
In 1889 9,602 1,661 7,941 | Prom oue to two| 8677
: : yonars.
Iw 1888 e 8.001 1,648 6,438 | From two to three | 8,648
. _years. .




Ohapter 111 A.
Statistioal.

m’

[ Punjab Gassttoer,
84 CHAPTER III.—THE PEOPLE.

A tly the only conclusion to be derived from a comparison
of ¢ statistios is that the registration of births is even more
defective than it is supposed to be, for it is unlikely that there
would. be any great mistake at the Census about the ages of
such young children, and although the figures given above
even if correct would not absolutely correspond,.yet the differ-
ence should be the other way ; for instance the namber of
children between two and three years of in February 1891
should be very inuch less than the nnmbor‘%:orn in 1888. To
make a wider comparison, the namber of male children refurned
at the Census in Febrnary 1891 as below five years of age was
45,049, and according to the birth statistics only 44,852 male
children were born in the preceding five years, i.s., since
1st January 1886, so that even if no children had died of all
born in' those five years, the birth statistics would not
account for the number existing. It seems to follow thit our
birth statistics are so incomplete as to be almost useless except
for pur of comparison inter se, and that the birth-rate is
much highér than they show.

Taking now the Census figures by themselves we have the
following comparison : — A
L

menl PER PTROU-
ND OF POPULATION.

Number of males.
Namber of (omlel‘.

Total
Males.
Females.
o

Under one year ll,!&)l 28, 28 28 468
From one to two years 8,281! 16, 17 17 84
» two to three years ... e 8, 16, 17 1 34
» three to four years . 8,305| 16,991 17 17 ::

» lour to five years

Total under five years ... 44,558] 90, 91| 188
From five to niwme inclasive ... ... | 88,001|84,488{ 73, 77 7 147

—
———

It is strange to find the number of children of oue, two,
three and four years of sge practically equal; for if the birth.
rate each year were approximstely the same, death should
make the number smaller as sge increases. The phenomenon

- is partly but not altogether accounted for by higher birth-rate

after years of plenty than after years of scarcity, and must be
partly due to false returns, there being perhaps a tendency
to state a child’s age us older than it is.

It is noticeable that the number of female children under
one year old is practically the same as the nuwber of males, and
the difference is not great for all under flve years of age. The
same thing was observable in 1881, and it seems as if, after all,

AR T e m——
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the birth-rate of males is not much higher than thit of fomales, Ghapter IIT, A.
and ss if female cbildren survived the illnesses of early infaney Statistical
almost as well as males. The number of females begins to "
decrease in comparison with males after five years of age, and Age.

is less than that of males for every age after.

An amusing proof of the extent to which the people have
given their ages in round nombers is afforded by the following
comparison :—

Nuomber Number Lees or

Age. ot | omnog [ moee in 1001
retu

o in188l, | in189), | them188L

e csm— | —— —

Ot e e i e | 14808 8,781 Lo
B0 ... . o 7,230 18028 |  More.
06 e e e o .| 13378 5805 |  Less.
B8 .. .. o e . 8,624 10673 .|  Move.
" amdove .. . . .| 185 11968, | Less.

The reason of this alternation must be that in 1881 the age
returned was the age last birth-day, and in 1891 the age next
birth.day pushed back a year, so that, for instance, s man
who said his age was about 50 was shown in 1881 as 50, and is
shown in 1891 as 49, and the round numbers have the best of
it in the statistios for 1831, and the worst of it in those for
1891. This throws a doubt upon all the age statistics over ten
years of age. .

Acocordiug to the different Censuses the proportion of males l’mmh of
fo females has been as follows : — sexes.

e
NuxBsR OF FEMALES PER rnouimn MALES.

YsAR or canevs. “ ' g _ i ' %

i | 2|33

, AR ERE

RN

1888 - . 862 o .
1368 . 883 877 878 914
1881 ’ 901 862 890 956
1L e o o | o8 87 005 053
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The ual increase of the proportion of fomales to males
is probably partly due to more complete returns of females,
some of whom were perhaps omi at the earlier Censuses,
but is also partly due to the gradual oolonisation of the
district and to the immigration of more females than of
males at all events in the lagt ten years (see above), and
erhstgs partly to an improvement in the female
or the tahsils the proportion is largest for Khuysh&b, whence
males have largely emigrated to the other tahsfls with their
developing “oanal irrigation, and abroad for service in the
army and elsewhere. It appears from the age statistios
that the nomber of female births is almost the sume as
the nomber of male bjrths, and if this has always been the
case, the only reason for the marked excess of males over
females in the total nYopnlstion (apart from migration, whish
can scoount for ouly a small fraction of it) must be that the
female death-rate has been higher than the male. The statis- .
tics show that for every year after the first the namber of
female children is less than that of mile, and for the later ages
the number of women is markedly less than that of men. Reasons
for this are not far to seek. Although there is no reason to
suspeot female infanticide or systematioc neglect of female child-
ren there is no doubt that they are less valued than male children
and not 8o well fed in times of scarcity. Boys men too
live a much more healthy out-of-door life than
women, and the dangers of ehild-bearing are a {
of death, especially in & country where early
common, and where so little medical aid or
given to women at child-birth. . Yet the
proportion of females to males at each su
to show that the value of female life is improving, and is per-
haps a sign of greater comfort and greater cure ex ° :
the weaker sex than was the case in earlier and
After the years of infancy a girl is by no means
value- in the eyes of her parents. She forms a most usefal
member of the family while she remains with it, and when she
is of iageable age, if she does not bring in a money price,
she can at least be bartered for a bride for one of the sons.
After marriage, she egonon.lly forms a useful helpmate to Ler
husband, and is valued by him, if for nothing elss, at all events
for the cost of getting her or of replacing her. Since 1881 for
the whole district the number of males has increased by 86,471
and that of females by 85,609. According to the birth and
death statistics for the last ten years the excess of male births
over male deaths has been 27,235, and of femele births over female
deaths 24,320, but as already shown the statistics are incomplete,
especially for female births. The statistics for migration show
there has been an increase since 1881 from immigration of 3,511
males and 7,026 females, and probably the number of persons
absent from the distriot, especially of males, is less in 1881e than
in 1881, I estimate the causes of increase as follows :—
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Males. | Fomales.

Exoses of bﬁrthuudud- w | 80,000 28,800
Increase by immigration . e roe 3,500 7,000
Decrease of emigration » v . - 8,000 MNil.

© Total .. ... 86500 85500

T;kiug the figures for the different religions the propoi-ﬁm Sex pud religion.
are as follows :— B _

Nouesz or cnn.nfn PER THOUSAND OF TOTAL
Females POPULATION,
RaLigionN. thomd Under one year. Under five yeare.
males.
Males. | Females. | Males. | Females.
Hisda o - .| 985 22 3 89 88
8ikh 806 24 20 ] 80
Momimén .. .. 900 33 38 94 91

The comparatively small proportion of females among
Musalméns may be partly owing to tﬁg comparatively large num-
ber of immigrants of that religion. The small proportion of
fomales among the 8ikhs is noticeable, and also the extraordi-
narily small proportion of female infants, already noticed for the
Sikhs by Mr. Ibbetson (paragraph 704) and mot easily to be
explained. There is no suspicion of female infanticide - against
the 8ikhs or any other class in this district. The Sikhs are’
chiefly- Arorés and Kbatris by caste and shopkeepers and money-
lenders by ocoupation,

" The figures for conjugal condition are as follows :— ~ _Conjugal ocondic
. T PROPORTION PER TROUSAND OF ALL
- r,: 4 CONDITIONS. ’
R . R Males. | Fomales.
g v Year. ... .
A B RV s . P - |
o - 2 é |3 | &
zé . & :§ . x | . i -
. & 3 E RS
B 6s1| 876 48| #3| 488 139
L v e e, e e | 880 378 sa] 59| a22] 114
E——— e —
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The steadiness of the proportions is remarkable, especially
among the males. Among males the proportion of unmarried

. is considerably higher than for the Province generally, owing

‘Confugal  condi- ¢, 11 ess prevalence of the custom of early merriage, and is

almost as high as in England, where however owing to greater
longevity the proportion of adults among the unmarried must
be much greater than in the Panjab. Among females the
increase in the proportion of single might be due to marrying
at a later age, or to a higher birth-rate of late years. The B::
portion of single females is very much higher than for the

vince as a whole as the custom of early marriage of females is

not nearly so prevalent here as among the Hindu popalation -

farther east.

The figures for 1891 for the different religions are as
follows :— :

— —
PROPORTION P!l THOUSAND OF ALL CONDITIONS.
Males. Pemales.
Religion. '
. K=t .
s | 3| E | g | H
» | E | 3 » | E | 3
@ = B @ = E
Hinda .. .. o 550 895 46 388 456 168
Bkh e e §82 433 48 376 498 126
Mosalmén .. .. 586 870 40 472 421 107

The proportion of single males in the different religions
points to earlier marriage of males among the Sikhs than
among the Hindés, and among the Hindds than among the
Musalméns. In the case both of Hindiis and Muualméns it is
considerably higher than the average for the Province, show-
ing how much later males marry here than they do farther east.
For females the difference is still inore striking. Only 876
females among the Sikhs and 8838 among the Hingﬁs-(per thou-
sand) are unmarried, to 472 among the Musalméns, who marry
their girls asa rule later in life than do the Hindfis and Sikhs.
Partly for that reason and partly owing to the absemce of
widow-marriage among the Hindds, the proportion of widows
is much higher among the Hindis (158) than among the Musal-
méns (107). As compared with the average for the Provinee
however, the proportion of single females is high, and of
widows is low for both religions, showing that females also are
married later in life than for the Province generally.
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The age of marriage is brought out more clearly in the Chapter IIL A
following statement :— : ‘ Statistical.
: : The age of mar-
P20POFIIONS FER TROUSAND OF MALSS FOR Aa3 FERIODS, .
, 10-14, I 15-10. | 20-3 | %-%. [eoandover.
4 '§ E 8 3 § K ? < i F] b
JHE S|85(3|5(5[s|2
HEIER K 5 1 E 3 E
L AEHE N BEHE B EHEEE
Toial .. .. o .. |7m| | oz o13) 1q sl el oo s 34
Binda ~Jos| @] 1f ess| sasf 7 577 eus| 19 134 em| s 108 gpyf 320
sith .. ] oo 135 o com 1 272 705 87 %7
Musalméa - .[oe1l 19 ... | oo w3l 19 14 12
. PROPORTIONS PRER THOUSAND OF FEMALES OB AGR !lll’ﬂu
Total e ol e e 130) 1) 336 15 7 u M8 7)3% 764
Bindu ... - as 108 o3 5 3| 190} s08 N
Bikh .. . W %01 ... | 98 16 18] 943 -9 10 12 761
U@mig we ' 378, [ 887] 1. 8| 758

On ooml)aring the figures for the different religions to-
gether, it will be seen how very much earlier marriages both of
males and of females take place among Hinds and Sikhs than
among Musalméns. Forinstance, the proportion of males from
15 to 19 still unmarried is only 665 among HindGs to 808
among Musalméns, and for those between 20 and 24 the pro-
rtions are Hiodu 377, Musalmén 493. The Musalmén males,
owever, ultimately do marry almost as much as the Hindds, for
males from 30 to 89t, he proportions unmarried are Hinda
124, Musalmén 114. It is noticeable that a considerable num-
ber of adult males neYer marry, and that eyen.of those over 60
6 per cent. sre still anmarried. Turning now to the fe-
males we find the contrast still more marked; of girls
between 10and 15, 313 per thousand of the Hind6is are married
against only 97 per thoasand of the Muealméns, and. of those
between 15 and 20, only 108 per thousand of the Hindds are
anmarried agmd’ 878 per thousand of the Musalméns, Practi-
oally every Hinda girl is married before she reaches 20, but 9
per cent. of the Mnsalmén women between 20 and 25 are still
unmarried. Yet marriage of women is almost a8 universal among
Musalméns as among Hindds, and only one per cent.of the
whole female population between 80 and 40 are still unmarried.
As a result of earlier.marriage smong Hindds, and of their
objection to the remarriage of widows, the proportion of females
wha are widows is much higher among Hindgs for all ages than
among Musalméns. Mr. Frizelle was, I think, mistaken when
he said that remarriage of widows was almost unknown in this
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district. There is nothing in Muhammadan law or in the
feeling of the people against it, and remarriage of widows by
nikdh is as common here among Musalméns as elsewhere, and
perhaps as common as it is in England. Itis & noticeable fact
that of all persons between the ages of 30 and 40, whether
male or female, no fewer than 84 per cent. are living in the mar-
ried state ; this must form a remarkable contrast to the state of
society in England.

On comparing these figures with those for the jabas a
whole, it will be found that the sge of marriage in par
is considerably higher than the average for the Province
for all classes, and especially for Musalméns. Although
even here nearly two-thirds of the Musalmfn girls between
15 and 20 are married, it may be said to be the rule
among the Musalmén peasantry to allow a girl to reach
puberty before marriage, and unmarried women of over
twenty years of age are much more numerous here than in
the east of the Province; where it may be said to be the rule
among all classes, as it is among the Hindés and Sikhs here,
to give the girls in marriage before they reach the age of
puberty, or immediately thereupon. If the girl at the time
of warriage has not reached paberty, she generally remains in
her father’s house till puberty, when she joins her husband.
1f she has reached punberty before marriage, she commenoces to
live with her husband either at once or a fow months after the
ceremony. As a consequence the average of a mother on
bearing her first child is considerably hif er here than farther
east, and this among other things helps to account for the
better physique of the people and the lower death-rate among
fomales. Another result of the ocustom is that love-matches,
which are unknown in the east of the Province, are not inoom-
mon here, A grown-up girl frequently refuses to be bound by
the wishes of her relatives, an3 elopes with the man of her
ehoice. In such cases a costom has grown up of her giving in
a petition to the District Magistrate annoancing the fact of her
marrying the man of her own free will and against the wish of
her relatives. Uunfortunately it is not only unmarried women
who exercise this right of choice, for elopements by married
women with the favoured lover are not uncommon ; and in both
cages the relatives generally resent the action, and either bring
a criminal or civil suit for the seduction, as they term it, or seek
to recover her by main force, so - that this comparative freedom
of the women leads to numerous cases in our Courts and gives
rise to much bad feeling. Itis now pretty generslly under-
stood: that if an unmerried woman chooses to elope and marry
by Muhammadan law the man she has chosen, our Courts will
wmaintain the connection, 80 that probably women are in-this

respect more emancipated from the power of their relatives
than formerly, :
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~~ The number of married females per hundred married males Chapter II1, &
for the different religions is as follows : — Statistical
"Nomber of .
a1 o
MALES IN
Bzuerox.
1881 1%1.

Hindé - m 109

Bikh 9% 108

Musalmén 104 | 108

Total .. 105 104

There is thus no marked change in this respect for the
pulation as a whole, and if allowance be made for the num-
g:r of married men in the district at the time of the census
whose wives were elsewhere, which in a developing distriot is
likely to be larger than the number of married women whose
husbands were elsewhere, and again, if allowance be made for
the nnmber of men, who have more than two wives, it will be
seen that the proportion of married men who have more than
one wife alive must be very small. In fact it is very unusual
for a man to marry again during his wife’s lifetime unless
he has lost hope of having a son by her, and even’then it is
comparatively few men who can afford the luxury of a’second
wife, and care to incur the additional domestic expense and
trouble she will bring. Perhaps it is for this reason that the
proportion of mm-riedg women to married men among the Hindds
" who are usnally richer, is higher than among the Musalméns.
As regards the actual practice of polygamy there is no great
difference between Hindfis and Musalméns. .

Table No. XII shows the number of insane, blind, deaf- Infrmities.
mutes and lepéers in the

. district. The proportions

Tofirmity. Males. Females. por 10,000 of eith‘:ar sex for

— each of these infirmities are

: , shown in the margin.
Iosane e 88 2

(Blind .. .| 408 | 477 The term insanity in- Inesnity.

Deaf acidumb ... 1:3 g’,g cludes all cases of what

Lepers ... .. wonld ordinarily be termed

‘““ unsoundness of mind,” and
when this is taken into account it is extraordinary how little
insanity there ia in the district compared with that in western
ocountres, for instance, in England and Wales, where the similar
proportion of insane persons i1s 31 for males, and 33 for females.
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As between the fignres of the two last censuses for this district, -

the comparison is as follows : —

. TOTAL KUMBER OF PERSONS OF UNSOUND MIND,
- ; Total persons by age.
a
O=Nsvus. 3 g F
g E & < g 3 g
F R T O J 5
& & & d = | S
1881 863 217 145 107 161 ¢ 4
1891 139 92 47 60 71 © 18

———

_ The extraordinary decrease casts doubt upon our figures,
although the system of classification was the same at last
oensus, and I know of no reason why they should be untrust-
worthy. I do not think many cases of actual insanity or
obvious imbecility are likely to have been concealed, except to a
small extent among females. So far as the figures go they
show a decrease of insanity from 9 per 10,000 in 1881 to 3 per
10,000 in 1891. The decrease holds for all ages and especially
for those over 40, and a3 cases of insanity over that age are less
likely to have been concealed, it is possible that there has been
a real and marked decrease in iusanity. If soitis probsbly
due to the rapid increase of prosperity during the last 20
years, and to the better food and clothing and more easily
available medical aid the people have enjoyed of rbcent years
as compared with the past.

Goitre is prevalent in the Chendb valley especially about
Midh, and is ascribed to the character of the well water.
Dogs, cows, and even trees are said to be affected by it. Bat
it does not seem to affect the intellect in many cases. It may
be noted that, so far as the few figures go, they show that the
lower menial castes who are most exposed to want, such as the
Mochis, Chuhrés and Juldhés, have a lurge proportion of insane,
the Arorfis engaged in trade take a middle place, and althongh
the Khokhars and Awéns stand rather high, the Réjpdts and
Jats who form the mass of the agricultural population, have a
comparatively small proportion of insane persons.

The figures comparé as follows :—

?OTAI" NUMBER OF DEAN-
) wUTES. Proporrion rer 10,000. -
. s g . '
Census. 8 .§ 4 2 '
L | K £ g8
3 4 3 | 3
2lE|2LE 8
1881 721| 85| 268 17 2 18
1801 608 887 331 13 16 9
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Here again notwithstanding the inerease of
is & decrease in the number of deaf and damb. The figures
are probably fairly trustworthy for both censuses (except that
the number under five is probably understated in both) and there
may be an sctual decrease as compared with 1881. The pro-
gortion now is 12 per 10,000 against 17 at last oensus and the
ecrease is in both sexes. If true, it is probably due to greater
prosperity and better food and clothing. The proportion of

deaf-mutes is much higher for males than for females.

As s caste it may be noted that the menial castes,
Mochi, N&i, Chuhra, Méchhi, Kumhér, Loh4r, Mirési and
Dhobi, who are most ex to want, have the largest propor-
tion of deaf-mutes ; that the Arora and Kkbatri trading castes
who are well off, but live a confined life, ocoupy a middle plaoce,
and that the Réjpfit, Jat and Awén peasant classes have a
oomparatively sma Y proportion of deaf-mutes.

‘The figures compare as follows : —

= . — ! _—,
ToraL NOMARR OF BLIND. l ToTAL BLIND PERSONS BY AGS.
Osxsvus. i ‘ - g

algld] 251
. i & a I ° 8 8

—— ety entath
8. .. .| 9866 | 1848 1520 236 498 8,194
101 .. ] 3190 1048] 14| 313 6| 1814

" Here again there is a great decresse in the preportion of
blind, which has fallen from 63 per 10,060 to 44. This is no
doubt due to the decrease in small-pox owing to the spread
of vaocination, to better food, to the spread of irrigation, cul.
tivation and trees which protect the eyes from dust and giare,
and to more ready medical aid, of which the people eagerly
take advantage, han |
the blind are over 40 years of age, and the decrease is chiefly
in persons over thatage. There are still more blind females
$han -males, probably owing to the women living in the dark
smoky huts more than the men do. .

" The large proportion of blind amoug  the menial castes
whose life and surroundings is not favourable to physical
health .is noticeable, and also the very small proportion among
the peasant castes of R4jpfit, Jat and Awén, who lead a healthy
out-door life. : '
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The figures compare as follows : —
TOTAL NUMBER OF LEPEAS. NUMBER OF LEPERS BY AGK.
Oxxsus. ! .
3|3 % 3 % ‘5
e = = d !-L:o 3
88 .. .. 90 6 8 . %7 »
.. ' 88 25 13 2 2 12

Here again there is a great decrease, probably more or less
true, for the figures are at least as accurate as they were at last
census, and probably owing to better food and perhaps cleaner
living. The decrease in those over 40 years of age is remark-
able and may perhaps be dae to migration of lepers. There are
no lepers’ places of pilgrimage in this district. As elsewhere
leprosy is more common among males than females.

The very remarkable decrease in the proportion of infirm-
ities of all kinds since last oensus is a very satisfactory feature ;
for there is no reason to believe that the returns for this census
are more defective on these points than those of last, and the
decrease is probably a real one, and if so, must be due
to the great proegerit.y of the district, during the last 35
years, which has brought food and clothing within the
reach of all classes, even the poorest. It is also remarkable,
and probably due to a similar cause, that all infirmities of those
kinds are, as a rule, most common among the menial castes
who are most exposed to want and least particular about their
manner of living, and least common among the peasant classes,
who live an out-of-door healthy life and are for the most
well off. It is evident that bad and scanty food is one of the
chiof causes of such infirmities.

In 1891 Christians were returned as 80 persons, of whom

sisss and other 44 were males and 86 females. Of these 37 were natives, 11
bristians.

Eurasians and 42 Europeans. Almost half the total number
(88) belonged to the Church of Endglsnd. At the census of 1881
there were 20 Native Christians and 26 Eurasians and Europeans.
The increase in the latter is chiefly due to the construction of
the railway and to the establishment of a small colony of
s, engine-drivers, &oc., at Khushdb. Of the non-native
hristians in the district in 1891, 82 were in the Khushib
tahsil.
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SECTION B.—SOCIAL AND RELIGIOUS LIFE.

- Some idea of the social life of the people can be got from Chapter III, B.
the census figures of 1891 regarding houses and families given ial and
in Table No. V, from which it appears that there are, for every Ldfe.
100 occupied houses, 116 resident families in the villages and
126 in the towns, and that on the average each family group , Housesand fami.
consists of nearly five persons in the villages and of four persons
in the towns. The figures of the two last censuses compare as

follows :—
‘ INUMBas o raa-
VILLAGES. TowNs. 'O.n raz 100
- .1 vauitime,
NHIEIE
3 2
CEnsvs. . %3 E_g 733 £
43 | 52133 i
vg|3¢ 'sg 'sg
§§ SRS
IR é g
g | B~ - | g ‘
3 v (& |= |=&
8 .. o | oo e | wem |t | s
901 W e e e .| 116 850) 196 | 15| 478 | 408

Theee figures exhibit somewhat striking changes. The great
deoréase in the number of families‘and of persons per ocbapied
bouse seems to show that families are separating more from
each other, the tendency being for each family to occupy a
eeparate house with a separate enclosure; and making
every allowance for difference of claasification, it i§ probable
that this is the case There is no doubt that the tendency
towards severalty of interest and separatioh of family life
. is growing, and the great prosperity of the district makes
iteasy for families desiring to have separate houses of their own to
obtain their wish. Still more striking is the increase in the aver-

size of the family group collected round one hearth. Ixt 1881
Shahpur district came very low down the list in this respect as
compared with the other distriots of the Panjab; now its aver-

number of persons per family in the villages is oonsider-
;g;y above the average for the Province in 1881. This change
can hardly be due to difference of olassification, and is probably
partly due to a higher birth-rate and lower mortality than in
the years previous to 1881, and partly to the fact that in 1881,
a year of soarcily in some parts of the district, the number of
persons who had wandered from their homes in search of work
was abnormally large. A further illustration of the difference
is given by comparing the figures for the different tahsfls. In
Bhera, which ‘has been exceptionglly prospsrous, and where the
number of immigrants has been less than in the Shahpur tahsil,
the number of persons per family now reaches the high figure
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of 508. In Shahpur tahsil where canal irrigation has been
greatly developed of late years and a considerable number of
new villages have been founded by grauntees of waste land and

Houses and fami. c0lonjsed largely by imimigrants from Khushéb and elsewhere,
liee.

Houses.

~ 'are square, and hold

the.average 18 4'66. And in the Khushdb tahsfl whence mem-
bers of many families have gone to .colonise the new lands in
Shahpur and Bhera, and which supplies far more recraits to
the army and police than do.the other two tahsils, the average
of persons per family is only 4'51.

The dwellings .of the common people throughout the
district consiet of one or more rcomn called kothds, with a court-
yard in frout. This court-yard, named vehra, is often com-
mon to several horses. The rooms are built ordinarily of olay,

radually piled up in successive layers and then plastered.
&‘he roog; are invariably flat, and are used as sleeping places
‘during the hot weather. In the court-yard is generally seen &
manger (khurli), and a house in which the cattle are sheltered
from the cold in the winter months, which structures (called
satth in the Bir where they are very capa.ious) consist gener-
ally of foar walls covered with a thatch. The only exceptions
$o this genaral description are the habitations of the people in
the Thal and in the bills. The former are oftent composed of
nothing but wood and grass, und the latter are built entirely of
bonlders cemented together with clay; ss, however, walls of
this kind have little or no power of resisting rain, the roof is
always supported on strong posts driven into the ground, the
walls poting merely us a defence against the weather. As a
rule the houses of the peasants are built for them by the village

~ carpenter (dhirkhdn) or potter (kubhdr), who receive their food
. while the work is going on and a present of clothes or money

when it is finished ; puyment for work at & fixed rate is only
made .by Khatris and other non-proprietors. The timber used
for roofing is usually kikar or ber in the plains, and ka% in the
hills, the first two being usually the prodnce of the samindfrs’
own fields; beams of deoddr or shisham are only to be seen in
the houses of the rich.

" The requirements of a population low in the scale of oivi-
lisation sre few, and their fatniture oconsists exclasively of
necessaries. . First there are thie receptacles for stoting graiun of
varions siges from the dimensions of a small . room to those -of a
beer barrel ; these are made by the women of the house, of fine
clay mixed with ohoptped straw. The larger kind, called sakir,

rom forty to fifty mauunds; the smaller
description (gehi or kalholt) are cyliddrjcal in form, and hold
bat & few maunds. Next are to be geen some -spiuning wheels,
as many as there are women ; apparatus for churning milk ;
an ingtrument for cleaning cotton (veina) ; & number of cirocular
baskets with and without lids, made of reeds (khdrs, taung, &oc.)
in which are kept artioles of elothing and odds and ends;
trays of reeds (chhaj, chhakor) used in cleaning grain ; a goat-
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skin water bag (kint), used on jourpeys, or when employed in
the fieldsat a distance from home; a set of wooden measures
for grain (topa, parops, &c.) ;- a leather bag (khallar) for carry-
ing flonr when away from home; a variety of cocking vessels,
some of iron and others of a composition resembling bell.metal ;
a number of earthen pots and paus in which are stored grain,
oondiments and other articles of food; a coarse iron sieve
(parin) ; a pestle and mortar (dauri) in which to pound spices
and condiments. These, with a few stools (pshra pihri), .and
cots, complete the list of the fittings of a peasant’s cottage.
Emthing is neatly arranged: in order : space has to be econo-
mised and things not in use are disposed on shglves resting
upon pegs driven into the walls.

The food of the common people is very simple, oconsisting,
in the hot weather, of cakes of wheaten flour {goga) moistened
'with butter-milk, for which butter, or gur (raw sugar) is some-
times substituted ; and, in the cold weather, of bajra with the
same accompaniments. During the hot months the dough, after
being kneaded, is taken {o the village ovens, kept by a class
called mdchhis, who live on the p. quisites derived from baking
food for the rest of the village community; bt in the cold
weather every family cooks for itself. The regular meals are
taken twice a day, the first between 9 and 10 o’clock in the
forenoon, and the other in the evening, as soon as it becomes

dark, the time varying with the seasons from 6 to 8 p.M. 1In -

addition to these reFular meals, in the hot weather the remains
of the previous day’s food, with a little butter-milk, is taken to
the men working in the fields about an hour after sunrise, and
parched grain is eaten in the afternoon; with the evening meal
either vegetables or ddl (lentils) is served according to the
seasons. In the Thal during. the cold weather water-melons
enter largely into the ordinary food of the inhabitauts, and the

seeds are commonly parched and eaten mixed with other
grain. B .

. The men. of the pasioral tribes lead a comparatively
lagy life, the demands on their labour being almost limited
to drawing water for the cattle and milking the cows ; but the
men of the agricultural population are more or less employed
in some oue or other of the operations of husbandry all the year
round, and this is especially the case where crops ave
jrrigated from wells. Here in the hot season the peasant’s
daily life is someéwhat. as follows. He gets up about 2 4. x,,
gives a feed to his bullocks and goes to sleep again till
just before dawn (about 4 A.u.) when he gets up, bas a smoke,
says his prayers if given' that way, and goes off with his bul-
locks to work his well or plough his fields. If it ishis turn to get
water from the well he keeps his bullocks at work perhaps all
day or all night, till his turn is at an end. If not, he unyokes
his bullocks about midday and turns them loose to graze while
he himeelf has a siesta. When the afternoon begins to get
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cool, he does some light work in the field, weeding, cleaning out
his irrigation channels, &. At sunset, he goes home, ties up
his bullocks, milks the cows, gets his supper, hasasmoke and a
chat with his fellows at the gathering-place (ddra) of the village,
and goes to bed ab about 10 p.M. At harvest time he labours at
cutting aud gathering the orops all day long. In the cold
weather the peasant gets up about 6-30 .M. and the day’s
routine is much the same except that he works all day long, does
not take a siesta, and goes earlier to bed, changing his hours of
getting up and going to bed as the day shortens or lengthens.
The peasant whose cultivation depends on canal irrigation, on
river floods or on rain bas a somewhat similar routine, except,
that his labour is not s constant and varies greatly aocording
to the abundance or scarcity of moisture. In rain-irriga
tracts when rain falls, every plongh is taken out and the fields
are alive with men and oxen taking fnll advantage of the
welcome moisture ; but when a lengthened drought occurs, the
fields are deserted and the peasant finds it difficult to employ
his time.

The peasant’s wife, however, can rarely fold her hands in
idleness. She gets up before sunrise and grinds the flour for the
day’s food, or if she has a supply on hand tarns her spinning-
wheel. Then she chorns the milk of the night~before, cleans
up the house, cooks the morning meal and takes it out to ber
husband in the fields. On her return home she does some
more spinning, until afternoon, when she has to put the vege-
tables or dil on the fire, knead the flour, makeit into cakes and
prepare it for the supper of the men-folk whose hunger must
bo satisfied before she Kerself can eat. If any time is left
before going to bed, she starts her spinning-wheel again, this
being the employment with which the thrifty honse-wife occu-
pies all her spare moments. One of the duties of the day is
to fetoch water for the uses of the household, and in the drier
parts of the district this is often 8 work of great labour involv-
Ing as it sometimes does in the Salt range and the villages along
its foot, the carryicg of two or three large jars several miles.
Ag the orops ripen her services are requirei to watch them and-
frighten away the birds, and in the Salt range the women

help in weeding the fields, gathering in the crops, and even
sometimes in driving the ploug%?

The every-day .dress of the male portion of the Muham-
madan population living north of the Jhelam river consists of
four garmeunts—a majhla, a kuria or thola, a chddar, and a turban
or pag as it is here called. The firstis a piece of cloth about
three yards long, and a yard and a half wide, which is tied
tightly round the waist, and allowed to hang in loose folds over
the lower part of the body. The kurta or chola is a full cat

- tunic, with large open sleeves reaching a little below the waist,

buttoned towards the left by Musalméns and towards the right
by Hindds. The chddar is made of three breadths of cloth, in
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length about as many yards, and is worn something in the man-
ner of & plaid. Of tha turban nothing farther need be said than
that ita sise depends much on the social position of the wearer,
and increases with his importance; asmall turban being called

patkaand a lsr%o one pag. South of the Jhelam, the kurta is dis-

carded, in the Bér it is never seen; indeed the man who weuld
wear such a garment there must be possessed of more thau ordi-
n:lx moral courage to endure the jokes that would certainly be
made at his expense. The material of which this simple cloth-
ing is made is the ordinary coarse country cloth, except that
along the rivers, especially the Chenéb, colonred lingis are
.often used as majhldés, The Kaledrs, the chief camel-owners of
the Shahpur tahsil, are also much given to wearing lungis. The
dress is completed by the shoes (jutts) or in the hills by sandals
(khers). The HindGs to s great extent follow the fashions of the
Mubammadans among whom they live in regard to the use of the
kurta, but their mode of tying the turban is somewhat different,
‘and the dhoti replaces the majhla, the difference between these
garments being in the manner of putting them on. The Mubam.
madan women also wear the majhla (tying it somewhat differently
to the men), and this is usually a colonred lungi. Their other gar-
ments are two, the choli and the bhochhan. The former has short
sleeves, and fits closely ronud the breasts, Jeaving the remain-
der of the body bare, except where a small lappet hangs down
and hides the stomach. The bhochhan is a piece of cloth about
threo yards long and one-and-a-half wide, worn as a veil over
the head and upper part of the body, from which it falls in
graceful folds nearly to the feet behind. The chols is generally
made of strips of many coloured silk, the bhochhan of a coarse
but thin description of country cloth called dhotar, sometimes
dyed but more often plain. To this the -Thal ig an exception,
where veils of many colours, the patterns formed by spots dis-
posed in a variety of ways dn a dark ground, are the rule. In
the hills, coloured garments are scarcely ever seen. The Hindu
women of the Khutri class in towns wear full trowsers called
suthan made of a striped material oalled siss, the ground of
which is usaally blue. Over the head is thrown a chddar of
coarse cloth, prettily embroidered in many coleured silks called
{Imlkémi, and round the upper part of the body is worn a loose
uria of silk or muslin. The women of the Arora olass are
clothed like the Khatrénfs, except tbat, in place of the trowsers,
they wear a skirt called a ghaggra, and sometimes the majhla.
It may be added that it is the invariable rule, even among
Mubammadans, that a girl shall wear a kurta and plait the two
front tresses of her hair until she is married (chiinda). A mar-
ried woman wears her front hair in two rolls, not plaits, and a
widow wears her hair simply smoothed down on her head.

The ornaments worn by the people are chiefly of silver
and are usually of very rough workmanship, though some of
them are not inelegant in design. A sheet containing drawings

Ornaments.
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of all the ornaments in general use, with a brief note under each,
giving the name by which it is known, will be found with the
maps attached to Captain Davies’s Settlement Report. - It is
not usual for men to wear any ornament except a ring (mundrs)
sometimes with a seal on it, and perhaps an amaulet ({dwis) on.
the neck or arm. The common ornements worn by women are

_the anklet (kars), necklet (hassi), nose-ring ‘' (math) and other

ornaments for the nose, viz., the buldk, which is worn in the parti-
tion between the two nostrils, the laung, a dove-shaped ornament
stuck through the side of the nostril, and the tila, a smaller
ornament similarly worn on' the other side of the nose; crna-
ments for the ears, viz., the vila, a large ear-ring, vdli, a small
ear-ring, and bundds, ear-ting drops worn by unmarried girls ;
ornaments for the forehead, vie., the dduns; a broad ornament
worn over the hair, and the tikka, a round jewel worn in the
oentre of the forehead ; ornaments for the arms, vis., the bokatéa,
an armlet worn just under the shoulder, the tid, a solid armlet
worn above the elbow, bracelets (chiuri) and bangles (kara or
kangah), and finger-rings either plain (chhalla), broad (vehr)
or ornamented (mundrs).

The rules of etiquette are not very well defined, and differ
eatly from those in vogue in European couptries. Women
are not-treated with such defereuce, and are ignored as much
as ible out-of-doors. When a husband and wife are
walking together, she follows at a respectful distance behind.
A woman shounld not mention the pame of her husband or of
his agnates older than her by generation. Words demoting,
connection by marriage have become so commonly used as
terms of abuse that they are not often used in their proper
sense; and a mau generally speaks of his father-in-law (sauhra)
as his uncle (chdcha). It is shameful for a man to go to his
married daughter’s house or take anything from her or her
relations ; on the other hand a son-in-law is an honoured-guest
in his father-in-law’s house. When a married woman
to visit her mother, it is proper for the women of the family,
both on her arrival and departure, to.make a great lamentation,
and lift up the voice and weep. '

‘When friends meet, they join but do not shake, hands
or each pats out his hand towards the other’s knee; or if they
are very great friends, they embrace each other, breast to
breast, - first one side and then the other. If a man meets a
holy person (pir) he touches the latter’s - feet by way of
salutation. Should aocquaintances pass each other, one. says
 Saldm alatkum ” (peace be on thee), and the other replies
“ Wa alaikum ussalim” (and on thee be peace). They the-

-enquire after each other’s bealth, the usual ??estion being “Is

it well ”’ (khaire) and the answer * fairly ” (val) or “thanks
(to God)” (shukr) When a visitor comes to the house he is
salated with & welcome (dms or d ji ded) and answers “ blessings
be on thee ” (khair hovi) The .use of chairs and stools is
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becoming more common, but it is usnal for a peasant when
restin, oitlml' to go:l“( on hlfl.u)h”h (atlmiln{lor to lq;st otlxl tl:lo

nd cross-leg pait or to sit on the ground with his
arma round his knoee, or with' his chddar tied round his waits
and knees (goth) to support his back.

Some of their gestures are peculiar, although, as in Europe,
a nod of the head means “ yes’’ or “ come,” and a shake of the
head means “denial.” Thus a backward nod meass ‘‘ enquiry.” A
elick .with a toss of the head means “no ”’; jerking the fingers
iawards means “ I do not know” ; holding the palm inwards and
shaking the band means ‘‘ enquiry * ; holding the palm ontwards
aud shaking the hand is a sign of prohibition ; holding up the
thamb (tAuitA) means ‘‘contemptuons refusal ’; wagging the
middle finger (dAirs) provokes a person to anger ; and holdini ug
the open palm is a great insult. In beckoning a person the han
ia held ap, palm outwards and the fingers moved downwards and
inwards. :

The peasant’s life, though a somewhat hard one, is by no
means wanting in amusements. Among the most interesting
occurrences are the domestic ceremonies which will shertly be
described, or a visit to one of the fairs mentiohed farther on.
But he has aléo games which help to pass the time pluuntl{.
The two national games of Shahpur are tent-pegging (chapls)
for those who have horses, and psr kandi for those who have
none. The Tiwévés in the Thal bave long heen famous for
their skill at teut-pegging, bat the richer peasants elsewhere
have follo_wo% their &x‘:mpie, and wherever a mumber of
horvemen gather together, they generally up some tent.
‘pegging, which is watohed forozoun with th?;ruptolt interest

* by orowds of le. The game, however, which causes most
excijement and is most frequently practised is pir kaudi, and
‘when it is sanonuced that several known champions are to try
esch other’s skill at this game, the matoh gathers crowds of
people from far and near, each prepared to cheer oa his favourite
champion. Sometimes the orowd get so excited oun these
‘oeeasions as to lose their tempers and a free-fight ensues.
The rules of the gnme are very vague and sre not always
strictly adhered to, but the general principle is that the players
divide into two sides (ko#hs); one man on one side (Edlmn‘)
‘goea out imto the open field, and challenges any two on the
other side (dmdari) to come and catch him. Two-of his
opponents go ont to him and mancuvre round him, but are not
lowed to touch him wuntil he has touched one of them.
Watching his opportunity the outside player (dbdhari) smites
one of his oppouents a blow on the chest and tries to' dash
away, while they try to seize and hold him. 8hould he .
his viotory is greeted by shouts of ‘“mdr gea ”’ (he has struck
them and got away) ; while shonld he be caught and dragged
to the ground, his defeat -is greeted with cries of “dhé pea’
(he has fallen). Then ancther challenger comes out to be

Chapter 117, 3.
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attacked by another pair of opponents, and so the game
on. Of the best players, eaohpxll):zn’s' form is known, a.ndg:::
greatest excitement is shown when a well-known champion is
Ofposed by two other good players. As it is usual for the
players to move about the ground quickly when manceuvrin
round each other, the game is a good test of strength, apoes
and agility. _ '
Wrestling is not common and is generally -confined to
professionals ; but the village youths vie, with one another in
raising a hea_vy. weight (bugdar), in working the Indian clnbs
(mungli), or in jumping. The village boys have numerous games,
many of them curiously like games played in Sootland.
When one boy is to be chosen to take a difficnlt part—to be “it”
in the game—be is selected by ehow of hands, turned palm up or
pglm dovn;, the odd man bsing let off (pug gea) each time until
only one is left, who is out (sar gea),—literally ‘‘ burnt ”—or

- sometimes the selection is made by repeating nonsense verses,

such as the following :—
Itkin bitkin 141 chhatfkin loba l&tu ohannan ghétu.
Io rfo chor chékur bhamba téra kirri.

" The boys are counted round, a word to a by, and the boy
to whom the last word comes escapes (pug gea), and 8o on till
only one boy is left (chhoti) who has to take the unpleasant
task of beginning the game. In many games the players are
divided into two sides (pdssa) which are chosen in much the
same way a8 sides are chosen in Scotland. Two of the best
players are . appointed captains (vadda drs) of the op{)omo
sides, and the other players pair off (rik), each pair of playc

rs
_ (beli) coming up to the captains and giying fictitions names,

6 g., “the mocu and the star’’; “the lungs and the khes, or

‘the kot and tke killa; the captains then in turn guess one.of

the pair of names and take the boy whose fictitious name it is.
In deciding which side is to have the choice of places, they
toss up, sometimes a shoe, guessing whether it will come down
right side up (siddhi) or wrong side up (mhi), or & pot-
sherd one side of which has been wetted. gemes played
are very numerous, snd it will suffice to describe ome or two.
Kawds is a game in which the great thing is to be sble to runas
long as possible without drawing breath. The two sides stand
on opposite sides of a boundary %ine (lika). Onme player of A
side runs into the enemy’s ground ocalling out all the time
kaudi-kands, or kabaddi-kabaddi, to show that he is not
drawing breath, and endeavours to tonch one of the B side.
If he succeeds in doing this before he has drawn a breath, the
boy touched is ot (sar gea, literally * is burned *’) and has to sit
down out of the game. As soon as the A player has ceased to
say kauds-kaud:, thus showing that he has drawn a fresh breath,
any oue of the B side may touch him and then he is out. 3o
that it is necessary to keep enough breath not omiy to run
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after one of the other side, but to get back across the boundary
to one’s own side, and dash oun fast enough to get away from one
of the other side who may pursue. Not more than one player

_of & side oan cross into the enemies’ ground at a time; if two do
cross, the second is out. When one of the B side is caught,
the A player'who was first caught can get up and rejoin his
side, and 80 on in torn. With reference to this rule a player
.sometimes utters the ohallenge, Béli di mukin—Béls utthea
Jdn, 3.6. (I have come) on a visit of sympathy for the loss of
a partuer, consider that my partner has got up (to rejoin the
game). When all of one side are out, the other side has won
the game. - : :

In kandh-mdr the players take sides. Those of one side
take their stand back to back in a group, which is called the
fort (killa), and round this is drawn at some distanoe a circle,
outside which the players of the other side take their stand.
One of the outer side makes a dash at the fort and touches
one of the bor in it, and if he can do this and get back outside
the line, (malgea), the boy he bas touched is out buj if the boys
in the fort can seise and hold him, he is out (sargea). In
this game also if one of A side is canght, he has to.sit down and
one of the prisoners of the B side gets up, and rejoine the game.

In chdbuk-satt (threw the whip), all the players except one,
oalled the chhots, sit in a ring with their faces inwards. The chhots
(C) is given a knotted cloth with which he walks round the
outside of the ring. He drops this whip (chdbuk) secretly
behind one of the players (A), who as soon as he discovers this
must jump up, seize the whir, and run round the ring after C,
striking him with it till he gets round again to A’s place.
If O gots round to A again before A discovers that the whip is
lying behind him, C takes up the whip and beats A all round the
ring back to A’s place again.

" In tlion te lamba, the boys divide into two sides, and all
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of one side mount on the backs of the boys of the other side,

who are called their ¢ horses.” They stand in aring and each
boy in tarn gets down and rans all round the ring calling
out continnously )

“ Ghora méda chamba

.  Tilson te lamba.”
If he gets round without drawing breath, be can mount
his horse again. If not, all the players of his side bave to
dismount and become * horses ”.for the players of the other side.
This rule of one side becoming * horses’’ for the other is & com-
mon penalty in games.

Ullk danda is very like hockey, being played with a ball
of thread (ulls) which each side tries to drive with sticks
mda) into the other’s goal. Luk-chhip is & sort of hide-and-
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- - The old men play chaupalt, a game something like back-
mon played with dice (kaurs); and some play chess (shatranj)
in which they often show great skill. The favourite game at
cards (tdsh) is ome playeﬁy three players, using 51 cards
(leaving out the deuce of diamonds). It is something like
whist, but the cards are dealt round and the play proceeds
from left to right, and in dealing the cards are taken from
the bottom of the pack, not the top.

The age at which betrothal takes place depends chiefly on
the means of the family; it is not unusual to betroth children
at u very early age (two or three years), especially when the
betrothed parties are first cousins or otherwise nearly related ;
but the most common age is among Musalméns from ten to
fifteen, and among Hindis from eight to twelve. It is thought
a disgrace to allow a girl to grow up unmarried, and most

irls are betrothed before the age of sixteesn. Before the
gormsl betrothal (mangéwa) takes place, it is usual for the boy’s
father or some ru;ected friend to go to the girl’s father and
t his consent. Then the boy’s father or near relations go
ormally to the girl’s house taking with them the family barber
(nds) and bard (mirdes) and the following articles, viz, a suit of
clothes for the girl (chola, lungs and phulkdri), a pair of shoes, a

" glain ring (chhalla), value Re. 1.4-0, some coloured thread (mok),

Marriage  cere-

rupees in cash, 5 sérs of gur, and 5 paus of mehds which are
given to the girl’s father. A formal blessing (dua khér) is
prayed for on the betrothal and is sometimes repeated- three
times. It is not usual to write out a contract of betrothal.
Among some of the Musalmén tribes, a Brahman accompanies
the bard and barbgr. Others do without any formal ceremony
at all, except that of asking a blessing on the betrothal before
the assembled relatives. Among Hindds the boy’s father
sends his family Brahman to the girl’s father to fix a date for
the betrothal, and oun the date fixed the boy’s relatives go to the
girl’s house where they are sometimes given by the girl’s father
a rupee and some sugar (vaddhdi).

The follewing description of & well-to-do Awéu’s marriage
will give some idea of the ceremonies common on such occasions.
When the cloth iz cut for the trousseau (palla) the bridegroom’s
father sends the bride’s father Rs. b and gives 8 sérs of gur
to the menials and 8 sérs of flour and a sér of gur to the Lai{or
Each day thereafter the women sing songs at the bridegroom’s
house. A few days before the wedding, the bride's father
receives the kup, i.e., the bridegroom’s female relatives with
song and mausio take him Rs, 25, 8 maunds of wheat, 5 sheep,
10 8érs of ghi and 15 sérs of gur to help towards the wedding
feast. On the wedding day all the women of the family fetch
8 jar (gharoli) of water with song and music, and seating the
bridegroom ou a stool, cover him with & sheet and proceed to
bathe him. They throw some pice into a vessel of milk and
then pour the milk over his head, the barber and bard sharing
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the pice. The bridegroom’s sister or niece seizes his sheet
and refuses to let go till he gives her a present. On
.getting off his seat the bridegroom crushes with his right foot
the earthenware lid of & jar (chuns) and sits down on a blanket.
An unmarried youth is appointed his “ best man” (sabdhla)
and is given an iron weapon with which he protects the bride-
-groom. The friends then present their subscriptions towards
the wedding (néndar) which are tested by a goldsmith and
written down by & Bindu, both of them being rewarded with a
rapee for their servicee. The wedding procession (janj)
is then formed and proceeds from the bridegroom’s house to
the bride’s, where it is received by the women with songs of
derision and abuse. A sweeper (chuhra) shuts the door against
them and refuses to open till bribed with a rupee or two. The
wedding dpsrty then go inside and are feasted, the bridegroom
first, and he is expected to give Rs. 5 or Rs. 10 to the bride’s
bard and barber who bring him the good things. Then
the bride’s female relatives come out and take the bride-
gtoom and his party inside. There they play a gsmo, called

ers ghors, in whick the women make fun of the bridegroom.
The menials attached to the bride’s famil{’ demand their
perquisites from the bridegroom’s father. Then the nikah
ceremony is performed according to the Muhammadan law,
and this generally takes place in the early morning. The
reader of the nikah is given a rupee and the relatives regaled on
sesamum and sugar. The bride’s father then makes a display
of the articles given by him in dower (ddj) to his daughter, and
& bard-musician (mirdei) describes them in a loud voice
(hokdna). The bridegroom, clsd in fine clothes, goes to pay his
respects to his mother-in-law and gives her Rs. 5, while she gives
him a gold riug. The bride’s clothes are formally changed, the
studs (bunde) are taken out of her ears, and ear-rings put in
(vdli), and the front plaits (chond) of her hair, which mark the
virgin, are unplaited and her hair put up in the rolls which
mark the married woman. This ceremony, called kapre

cup“L I B
8ocial and
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valtdune, is the publio sign of the marriage ceremony having -

been completed. The wedding procession, now including the
bride, returns to the bridegroom’s house, where she seizes hold
of the door and will not go in till her mother-in-Iaw gives her
a cow or buffalo. A small child is then placed in her lap, and
she gives it soine sugar. She stays there for seven dags
(sat bhora) and then returns to her parents’ house, where she
remains till she reaches the age of puberty, when again her
husband goes in procession (behda) to fetch her home for

Ariong other Musalmén tribes the marriage customs are
much the same, though 6f course the sums expended vary with
the means of the parties. They are usually very extravagent
and often a marriage plunges the bridegroom’s father into hope-
less debt. In 1895, an endedvour was made to réduoe the
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expendilure on marriage ceremonies, and representatives of all

classes bound themselves to keep within certain limits in the
expenditure they would incur. Among the customs they

ooce. 887eed to discourage were those of feasting all and sundry,

employing msrdsins to sing and prostitutes to dance, having
fireworks, throwing money broad.cast over the bride’s palan-
quin (eot), and distributing largesse to the poor (vdra).

Otber  domestio When a ochild is born in a Musalmén family, the Mullah

is sent for to utter the call to prayer (bdng) into ita ear. After a
fow days the child’s hair is cut and & name given him, and
presents are given to the midwife, Mullah, barber and other
menials. A male child is circamcised (sunta) before he is
twelve years old, and on that occasion also clothes are distri-
buted to the relatives, and gur among the people of the village.

At funerals among the Musalméus the services prescribed
in the Korén are followed, The grave is dug with s recess
(sdms) along the western side, in which the y is placed
with its face towards Makka and the feet towards the south.
Bricks or stones are then placed leaning over the e 8o that
no earth may rest on it. %efo're the burial the Mullah recites
the burial service (jandsza), accompanied by the mourners, and
after the burial alms are given to the poor. The Mullah gets'a
copy of the Kordn und a rupee or two ; he is also feasted, as
well as the relatives and friends. On the third day after the
funeral the relatives read the kul and distribute food to those
who come to condole with them.

As vegards the main religions, the statistios are unusually
olear in this district. There can be no doubt as to whether a
man is & Musalmén or not, for if so, he will be circum-
cised, will repeat the Kalima, worship in & mosque and pray
towards Makka. There is more doubt as to whether a man has
n'ghtly oclassed himself as & Sikh, and the Sikhs in this district,
who number 9,777, may be included for purposes of general
comparison among the Hindds. The number of persons who
have been included in the Hindn total, because not distinotly
non-Hindés, is only 4,574, or less than one per cent. of the
total population. Of these 51 are Vedak Aryas, and are pro-
perly a sect of Hindds, and the remainder are all impure castes
—Chubrés 3,013, L4l Begi, 1,048, Béla Shéhi 162 and Sénsi 300.

It will be interesting to have similar figures for these low-caste-

religions at a futare census, for probably it will be found that
they are rapidly disappearing under a process of conversion,
chiefly to-the Musalmén religion. So long as a low-caste man
remains non-Musalmén, he cannot possibly rise in the social
soale, but 80 soon as-he undergoes circumcision and repeats the
Kalims, he takes his place among the followers of the Prophet
on equal terms so far as religion goes, and although he con-
tinues to be looked down upon, his degraded position isno
longer religious but social only, and he the influence of a
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common religious feeling and of the prinociples of equality in-
culosted by the sscred books of the religion he has espoused to
help him to rise in the social scale. The temptation to & man
of these impure castes to become a ‘Musalmén is therefore
greas, and as there is a growing seal for proselytising among the
Mohammedsn Maullahs, it is probable that at each succeeding
ocensus fewer and fewer men will be found to return themselves
as believers in Lél Beg or Béla SBhéb, or as Chéhra or Sénsi
by religion.

The proportions per cent. of total i)opnlation returned ss
}nlonging to the chief religions at successive censuses is as fol-
ows :— :

—

Porcontage of total pepulation
returned as’

Oensus of v ToTAL.

Hindn, | Sikh, | Ml | Others.
1888 e e e | 13 . ss8| .. 160
168 o e we | 148 oo | 628 18] 100
1880 e e e e | 140 11| s49| .. 100
1801 e e e | 184 20| s8t6]| .. 100

As regards olpssification the others * of 1868 huve been
now included among * Hindfe,” and it is probable that many of
se now retarned as Sikh were formerly classed as Hindds, for
o distinction between Hindu and 8ikh is by no means clear.
The importaat point to notice is that the Musalméns who
increased more rapidly than did the Hindds and Sikhs between
1868 and 188] are now inoreasicg practically at the same ratio,
i.e., neither religion is gaining an advantage over the others
in point of mumbers. As rega tahsils the percen of
Musalméns on total population is for Bhera 84'3, Shahpur
819, and Khushéb 87:6. The two cis-Jhelam tahsils have
more trade and more towns and large villages than Kbushéb
has, and therefore more of the Hind6s and Sikhs; for they
being chiefly traders, shop-keepers and motiey-lenders ocon-
gregate in the towns, 