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PREP ACE. 
In the translation of the ' Chacbn~mah,' which I have 

lately written, will be found the ancient history of Sind 
up to the close of t!Je Hindu period and the Arab conquest, 
'l'hat book may be taken as the first volume of the history 
of Sind, tLe present book being a continuation of the 
same, and ~o the second volume of it. 

This volume jg divided into two parts. Part I. gives an 
account of the lieutenants of the Khalifahs or successors 
of l\lt1hammad, the rulers of the SU.mrah, Sammah, 
.Arghun and 'l'arkb6.n dynasties, and finally of the 
governors or agents of the Emperors of Dehll. This brings 
us to the rule of the Kalh6rahs, an account of whom, 
together with that of their successors, the Talpurs, is given 
in Part II. 

The first part is entirely based on the information supplied 
by the 'Tarikh :Maasumi' and the 'Tuhfatulkir:im,'' 
to which a reference has been made in the preface of 'the 
Cbaclmamah.' In faot these were the only two Persian 
books which gave a full account of this period. For the 
sake of distinctness and easy reference, I have made a note 
at the beginning of each chapter, stating from which of, 
the above two books the account bas been taken. I con1 
sidered it necessary to draw from the two books in tlli~ 
manner, as in some respects one was deficient and iii 
some, the other; and so by a judicious use and mixture 
of the two I have filled up the deficiencies of both. Taking 
one book as my text for that chapter, I have added 
foot·n(ltes to give the different versions, if any, of the! 
other book. I have also given some other interestin~ 
referential notes, as I have done in the translation. of 'th! 
Chachmirunh.'t 1 
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The second pnrt of th~, book dea1s ":ith the whole period 
of the Kalh6r:>.hs and 'lalpur dynasties of the rulers of 
Sind, up to the advent of British rule. The accoun.t. of 
the former drnastv is taken from the Tuhfatulktram 
and that of the latter d:vnasty from the Fatehnamab nnd 
Frerenamnh. The Fatehnamah is a metrical history 
written about 1783 A.D., by 1\I uhammnd Azim, a respect· 
able persou of Tatta, who lived in the reign of M!r. Fateh 
.Ali Khan, to whom the book was dedicated; whtle the 
Frerrmimah w~s written in 1837 A.D., by Mir Yar 
"Muhammad Khan, •.ralpur, son of lHr .Mucid Ali Khan, 
and was dedicatrd to :Mr. (afterwards Sir Bartle) }'rere, 
the then Commissioner in Sind. The first portion of this 
book (the Frerenamah) is entirely taken from the Fateh
namali, and the last portion is Wl'itten by the author of 
the }'rercmimah rrom his own experi~nce, as he was an 
eve-witness of the perioll, bPing the son of a ruling Mir, 
a~d ~ubsPqucntly one of the unfortunate Mirs who were 
takcu to Calcutta by the English as State prisoners. 

'This part too is written on tlte same principle adopted 
in the first part; namely, I have givPn a free tmnslation 
of the Persian books from which the account is taken 
adding ns many explanatory and historical notes fro~ 
other books as I con;idered necessary. If the language 
md style of the book appear Flran"e and unhistorical 
.hat is hecau>e I have tri~u to fo!low 

0
the Per~ian originni 

:los~ly, aud at the same time avotded the redundant words 
mc.l phras0s, and son;t~timcs pas~ages, which being sup~r-
1utttes of the. P"r~tan language and ima~ination, were . 
·ery common m the books. 'l'he renders mav howrver 
•e sure that I have given tl1em all the facts o~ the subject 
hat are 1·ecorded in the Persian books, 
I 

The division o.f the hook into chapters and the hend-notes 
f parag~apbs Will he. found of great assistance trt thom 
' graspmg the s?hJec~; I experienced much difficult 
l that respect wh1le gowg through the Persian hi'·' · 
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borate the facts related in the texts about the connection 
of the British Government with Sind from early times to 
the conquest. 

I have also added biographical sketches of some note. 
worthy persons mentioned in the book, and genealogical 
trees of the ruling tribes and some other important per· 
sons referred to in the book. 

In transliterating proper names I have adopted the 
system followed in the ~'irst Volume (The Chachnamah), 

In conclusil)n, it may be mentioned that as a rule, in 
writing the history of a country, it is necessary to give a 
detailed account of the system of governmeut or adminis. 
trntion, ns well as other important geographical, physical 
and social features of the same. Buc in this volume 
I have given hnre historical facts, as found in the Persian 
books from which they were taken, reserving the above 
information fot· the concluding p:1rt of the last volume, in 
which, it is hoped that after the history of the Briti~b 
rule up to the present day, the subject will be discuss& 
and the states of things in the different periods compared 

Hydet•abad, 
:November 1901. 

Note. 
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INTRODUCTION. 

We know very little about the aborigines of Sindh, but 
we may fairly infer that they were a race inferior to the 
Aryans. Omitting the aborigines, the history of Sindh 
before the advent of the En~lish may be divided into 
three broad periods-theAryan(Brahminical and Buddhist), 
the Semitic, and the Mongol. The invasion by Alexander, 
the inroads of the Scythians, the irruption of the King of 
Nimroz mentioned in the Chachnamah, the hurricane 
blasts of Nadir Shah and Ahmad Shah, the internecine 
feuds of rival princes in the Province itself, and their 
various ups and do1ms, may well be treated as so many 
interludes. The present volume deals with the Semitio 
and Mongol periods, while the first was concerned with 
the last days of the Aryan period. 

The aborigines fell before the Eastern Aryans, tht 
Eastern Aryans before the Arab~, the Arabs before the 
Mongols, and these last again before the Western Aryau 
represented by the English. At the present day, the wor' 
is mainly governed by the Western Aryans, and no read 
of this modest volume can fail to see why they are in t. 
ascendant, for it supplies materials for a safe historic 
generalisation, 

That generalisation is that neither mere EfficieP 
(Lord RGsebery's watchword) nor mere Righteousness 
enough: there must be a combination of both in orde 
ensure a nation's Solidarity, and the nation that is hle. 
with Solidarity is always superior to that not so ble~ 
'l'he aborigines lacked Solidarity and so they Ml. 
Eastern Aryana had it for numerous centuries, but e 
tually both their branches-the. Hindu and the Persi 
degenerated and lost their soverei~nty. Any one 
reads Muir's History of the Khalifate cannot but 1 

that the Arabs, when they appeared on the world's 
as conquerors, were superior to the peoples they cone 
in Efficiency and Righteousness. It wns due tr 
Solidarity, based upon these virtues, that while J\:', 
mad bin Kasim was winning Sindh for the Khalif .. 1 
general was winning Spain in Europe, and layin~ 
foundation for Arab dominatio~ ill thllt c~\Ultrt 
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Sakifi. chief ever succeeded in laying in our Province. 
Sir Henry Elliot has shown that the Arabs l1ad no great 
bold upon Sindh after the firs~ few years, ~ut ~he Arab 
conquest is nevertheless of gr~at 1mpor•..ance. m h~story, as 
it gave rise to a Jaroe populatiOn, different m fatth from 
/the Hindus, though not different in race and language.• 

The Arnb, however, failed to maintain the sta~dnrd of 
:Efficiency and l:il(hteousness necessary for survtv.al as a 
soverei<>n power, and the Mongol had, then, h1s turn. 
The wgrld was" out of joint, and .Gengbis, as Amiel ~ays, 
in commentin"' upon 'La Banntere Bleue,' 11 proclaimed 
himself the s~our"'e of God, and he did, in fact, reali~e 
the V&stest empir:known to bistorf, stretl'hing from the 
Blue Sea to the Baltic, and from the vast plains of Siberia 
to the banks of the sacred Ganges. The most solid 
~mpires of the ancient world were overthrown by the 
tramp of his horsemen and the shafts of his archers • 
.From the tumult in which be threw the Western Conti· 
nent, there issued certain vast results: the fall of the 
Byzantine Empire, invc:lving the Renai~sance, the voyages 
f discovery in Asia, undertaken from both sides of the 
lobe-that is to say, Gama and Columbus; the formation 
' the Turkish Empire; and the preparation of the 
ussian Empire. This tremendous hurricane, startin"' 
om the high Asiatic table-lands, felled the decayin~ 
ks and worm-eaten buildings of the whole ancient world. 
• e des?ent o~ th~ yellow, fia.t·nosed :Mongols upon 
1rope ts a. htstoriCal cyclone which devastated and 
ificd our thirteenth century, and broke, at the two ends 
,be known world, through two great Chinese Walls
t whi~h protected the ~ncien~ Empire of the Centre, and 
t whlCh !Dade a hamer of . 1gnorance and superstition 
1d the httle world of Christendom. Attila, Genghis, 
erlane ought to range in the memory of men with 
Lt, O~arlenw.gne, and 1\apoleon. They roused whole 
,ts mto action, and stmed the depths of human life 
powerfully affected €thnograpl1y, they let loose river; 
)od, and renewed the face of things." The Eastern 
·e Western Aryans as well as the Semitic race found 

Bumras n~d the Snmmn~, as Elliot bns shown, wore original! 
•d \\hat JB1 therefore, ea1d about their Musnlmnn ori~in is pur! 

•>I to tho poycholo~;ri,st, hut not to the bistoriAn, Tli.o llliO f 
·ended frolll th1l S111dhi Samm111, 

0 
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themselY<'s in the clutrhes of vast hordes of nomads, brnve, 
simple and truthful, who have been called the scavengers 
of the corruptions of civilisation, but who gave India an 
Akbar, nncl to Sindh the Arghun and Tarkhan dynasties. 
"When, in 1162, in a small tent on the banks of the distant 
Onon, Ye~ukai saw the clenched fist of the new-born 
Genghis holding a clot of coagulated blood like a red stone, 
it never occurred to him that his infant son would live to 
illu>trnte what hns been rightly cnlled "the law of 
tempests in history," and would become the ancestor of 
hemes and emperors. It bas been truly said: "No civi· 
lisation cnn bear more than a certain proportion of abuses, 
injnstice, corruption, shame aud crime. When this pro
portion hns been reached the boiler bur&ts, the palace falls, 
the scaffolding breaks down; institutions;- cities, states, 
empires sink into ruin. The evil contained in an 
orgonnism is a virus which preys up0n it, and if it is not 
eliminated ends hy destroying it.'' '!'hat is the lesson 
taught by the fall of the two great .Aryan powers in the 
West-the Greek and the Roman; that is the lesson taught 
by the fall of the two great Aryan powers in the East
the Hindu and the l'Prsian; and that is the lesson taught 
by the fall of the Arabs, and by the fall of the M.ongols 
themselves. The wheel of Divine law bas now given a 
frrsh turn to the Aryan, and so long as he remains true to 
God, to himself and to his brothers, he may well expect a 
sovereignty mightier than that of the Arab or of the 
M.ong\11. 

This volume helps us to realize the terrible law of 
rt'tribution, which has, one after another, set aside king· 
doms once great and glPrious, but which, after they were 

rnst their heyday, lacked ltighteousness and Efficiency. 
t helps us to rNdize how the present is connected with 

p10 past, bow many a king in this unfortunate land oame 
l:m vanity and dl!pnrted in darkness, bow those who 

/
rrbclled ngninst the moral law were brought low, how 
u light is sown for the righteous and glndness for the 
upright in heart.'' It is also useful ns a. commentary upon 
that pregnant Sindhi word roj, which contains the whole 
history of Sindh in a nutshell, a pure Sanskrit word 
which once meant a Hindu kingdom or the Hindu sub
jects of a Raja, but which, in Sindh, now menns a 
Muhammadan village community. Muhammad Mansum, 
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whose history, first literally translated by Capt. G. Yalet, 
has been in this volume freely rendered, wrote it for 
the benefit of his son Mir Buzurg, "in order that. by read. 
ing it he might learn what good men of old did; that he 
might discriminate between right and wrong, between 
that which is useful and the reverse; and might learn to 
follow the paths of Tirtuous men"; and the translator's 
labour will not be fruitless if this volume enables even a 
single young man to accomplish the old Sayad's object, 

DAYAR.U.t GIDUlli.L. 

DhulitJ, 14th Marc~ 1902, 
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Page. Lin6. Imorrect. Comet. 
135 21 defendents. dependent&. 
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151 16 Khans. Khan's. 
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165 17 Mian. the Mian. 

" 29 M ir Fateh Khan. Mir Fateh Ali Khtin. 

169 41 Mehrahpur. Mehrabpur. 
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179 38 Frerenamah. The Frerenamah. 

180 9 :Mir Fateh Khan. :Mir Fateh Ali Khan. 

190 27 bring out. bring about. 

195 16 fight. flight. 

204 :H. jied in. fled to. 

213 last line Appendix III. Appendix II. 

2)4, last line Do. Do. 

Zl5 18 Muhammad Shah. Mahmud Shah. 

216 last line Appemlix III. Appendix II. 

218 For footnote about M unshi Pu.rtabrai, see £ootuote on 
page:m. 

Z2l 20 was divided. his country w a • 
divided. 

230 5 arrived, received. 

233 The footnote about Munshi ParM.brai is for page 218. 
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ing that the slaughter of Sl1ere M~a' 
was practicable, was it necessary, de~l· 
Surely, enough of blood had alreq 
Meerpur chief had done nothing \1 

treaty or international law. 'l'he ~ 
tion had compelled him to collect ~., 
appeal to him been. made, .the. ~'s 
would have caused h1m to d1sbnn. · 
Amirs who, not personally in t.'y \ 
feal nothing, were captives anclion ~~s 
had Shere Mahomed to iJLagint pr\1~S 
promises made to himself would \ 11s 
regarded? • • • - • . • nlfi,ti1s 
reports of treacliery a11 d con temi\1\l.~S 
(Sir C. Napier) was made the tool a·· , 
agents, who, trembling for the stalh1rr.~'t}~~'
power, while a chance of the Ameer's reslc(1• \ 

sought to exa8perate the General agninst the~>.\-, . 
degree. • • • The battle of Dubba followed,\~ ~~~ 
defy any impartial man to drny tbat it was the res'\ . : .. 1 

our conduct to the other A meers after our fi, st vic to;, , ; 
not of any sincet·it.y on the part of M eer Shere Mabom~' \ \ 
It issued in further slaught~r, and in the seizme of Sift; 
,Mahomed's town and territory. . . • . -- . • 

1 The Ameers of Sinde were, as men, singularly free fro 
the vices which prevail in Mahommed~n communities 
more intellectual than tl1eir compeers in other ~astern 
countries,-tPmperate, and strongly a1erse to bloodshed, 
-affectionate, kind, nnd gentle almost to elliminacy. As 
. sovereigns they were mild and little oppressive in their 
sway, and ruled with an unity of design. 
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.8 General's advance compelled the 
~~·l/1\1 out in de!ence of the capitol; .a 

JJ ~liminn1·v wRs to expel me from their 
l:a, 11 ~nce ad!lncPd by Sir C. :t\ a pier ag~inst 
l!allla~ e.~:pulsion was all that they desired. 
Rnna (lh~m : but if they run away, never 
~~n:~ -~)thirst~ imtructirms issued by those 

R·~M1 Cb" had r~solved to ''massacre" my an.,, f . l -""fuie "arther, not the most riVO ous 
1latl~~~-:iduced to prove that }.~(·er Sobu.ar 
Raza~e"' . ~e, or was Pven pnvy to Its 
H,•u o , , • No mention is made of the 
~6h . ,ossein Al_i.. 'l'he ~eed .was too ~ar~ 
11 ~:

1 K"~. t have or1gmated m S1r C. Napier s 
R ?.1

1
1·~ ·Ike no exception-but to involve in 

OJ •an . hf 1 lloin.l, the aged Roostum, the. yout u 
, ltl1e peace-lovi11g )leer Mahommed, tile 

.. ~ . .;"ll intriguin~ 1\Ieor Nusseer, and the old and 
AJ1 ally of the British Government, the bed-ridden 

,Ar, and his youthful sous, for whom mari·iage pre· 
:'tions were acrua;ly in l)l'ogress in the hall of their 

)ers, when Sir C. N apie1· at\l·anced towards the capital 
\;_.J. nostile array. The Talp,JOr dynasty of Siude was to be 
~xterminated, root and branch-never was a vow more 
religiously fultilled-nor does any allusion to Hoossein 
appear in the parliamentary papers, b~yond the insertion 
of Lis petition. 'fo that petition no reply is given. 
• , • • - . . . . None of the prize agents reply 
to these complaints, and .Major U' Pherson makes no 
mention of the assault on hiill hv ~lt>ei'ZI.\ Khoosroo, 
a venerable old man, most higl•ly • respt•c ed by all the 
Amcers, as having been the confidential friend of their 
grandfather the lat.e .Mrer Kuram Ali. • • . No 
wonder! Would not the Dnke of Wellington feel, and 
perhaps give vent to, indignation, were similar occur· 
reuces to be transacted before his eyes in Windsor Castle? 
'l'he Amoer's faithful followers have feelings as well· as 
ithe most faithful of ller Maj.:sty's servant~. • . . , 
-:--- . • . Shere :Mailomed sought not to molest us; 
ut assuredly he would have fought, if attacked by us, 

gallantly as be did fight when subsequently assailed, 
" strength my reader has just seen; his own valour, 
! the devotion of his warriors, are imperishably recorded 
,the bloody records of Dubba. • • , But even assum· 
i 
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with aU our demands: their repen( \ 
approach of the British army to th, 'I 

the Beloochet>s to hostilities : thci/ 
the treat.y by deputy, when first~~ 
St.h February, and their solemrg 
in person on the day promised ~s 
was still in the power of Sir\ S 
collision,-all prove how eage't'\ 
battle-bow confidPnt of victory 
the British General-his a.DeJ•sion 
equally apparent by his steady pr S 
measures he had been assured s 
Beloochees of the nation to n~s~m \s 
continued advance against the en pi :11~S 
they had con!!regated-his diSI'egard 
pliance with the treaty-of the warning 
of advancing further when they hnd done s 
Ameers' solemn protestations I 1'he retder 
whetlwr the acts and wo1•ds of Sir Char) · Kapi ... 
of the .!meers of Sinde were miJst eonst \nt .. ·~-\1 
1'1,e punishment which had been inflicted 'll tbe A · .. · i 
the battle of :M:eeaneP, and the lesson it \e.ad to t · · 
the hopelessness of any attempt of resistance, wa · 
adequate for the emergency, evt>n had nny f!uilt attached 
to them; and they, at lea~t the majority of the Amem, 
were guiltles~ of aught save oulpnhle forbearMce. Had 
we remained satisfied with our success, :md !'<•stored the: 
A meers to their thrones, we shonld now be ltolding Siode 
in ns peac<•ahle subject.ion as any other province in India; 
and with little, if any, expensr. Nay, more-out• forbear
ing to enhance, by spoliation, t.he gnilt of our repellt!'cl 
acts of injustice, might have been accepted by the world 
ns magnanimity I Such a course I recommeclecl Sir Charles 

,.Napier to adopt; and I had little doubt that, by his 
repl't"sentation~, such was the course which the Governor 
General would have been inclined to adopt. • '. • Hnd 
the A meers not been induced, bv Sir Charles Napier's 
a~surances, to expect a fnr diffet·ent fate from that which 
has overtaken them, they would not hnve surrendered. 
They wonlcl, like all Asintics of their creed, rank and 
character, rather have buriecl themselves aml their wives 
llfmeath the ruins of their fortt·e~s .•• -. . • I have, 
I trust, already satisfied the reader that no intention of 
massucering myself or my escort ever entered the minds 



283 

, atrocities charged upon them, hut 
:1 to be iouocent, their treatment 

n~.\iib ''""'teccssarilr harsh . and contrasted 
R .. jpill \') I"•·he famlly of T1ppoo Sultan (Ill 

, 1 ••• - ••• I ·was 
J:amaz~n."i'u >ol, not to subvert, the Ameers 
lbm~zan ars. Sir Cluules Napier had 
lhna (sJ... · 
R~n~ Ajm~l o perform f?r h 1s Governme~t ; 
Han'i Chana.'i:tonths he ptcked a quarrel Wit ~l 
Rin.•h ··,ostilities; drove them from their 

- -R.f.a-... :them until compelled to rt~sist; 
ll~t1<6r \~.thrones· sacked their eapital; and 
1\~zil.\;eg ..:._ Little did he 
~~~ ;ow' of' .Ali )fdrad's ~haract~r, if he 
l\~h K:·,dJuld wait till his brother's death, 
R6ld1 showo. him how it might h·· earlier 
flattered himself that, by dt•taching Ali 

, the other Amms, he had diminished the 
.wodshed I Grit·vous and fatal delusion ! while he 

.• ded he was treading the highway of an honourable 
'\lcerul diplomacy, be had heen beguiled into the 
F paths which ultimately led to the bloody fields 

_Jnee and Dul,ba I . . . - . . , Not n. 
~ina(~ act of the Ameers, from the commencement of his 
adr~it and firm policy, gave him the slightest !!'rounds 
for suspecting that the Ameers cnuld have been guilty of 
such foul trracherv. Men who had, from an overwhelm· 
ing sense of their utter hflplessness, submitted to all our 
nggressions, were little likely to invoke destructions on 
themselves by the o.ssassinatinn of the English General, 
, , , • -- . . • . 'l'he Ameers did not delay to 
sign the draft treaty; they signed it on the 12th, and subse· 
quently I made known to him that tbPy had done so, still 
it availed them nought-it did not relieve them at once, 
or at all, from the presence of. the troops, but they were 
"confident of victory," and "wanted to fight." The 
refusal of aid or rp,fuge to the fugitil'es of Khyrpoor until 
compelled by Sir Charles Napier to admit them : their 
v!lkeels deputed to accept the treaty long before the 
British army entered their territory, thereby obviating 
the neces~ity for it~ coming in contact with the stiff 
,Be!oochees, and d~priving the British General of any plea 
for war : their repeated protestations against the ad vance 
·f the British tro?ps when they were r~ady to comply 
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