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WHER Nasir-ed-din Muhammed Humédyun succeeded

his father, he was in the twenty-third year of his age.®
* He was born in the citadel of 1508, March 6) and mounted the
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He ascended the throne in the city of Agra, on the 29th
of December, A.D. 1530, three days after the late Em-
peror's death. The usual solemnities followed; the
chief nobility presented themselves at the Derbér, and
tendered their allegiance, and money was scattered
among the populace. The public prayers were read,
and coin struck, in name of the new prince.

But, though the son of the great Bdber thus mounted
the throne of Agra, his situation was not free from
danger and difficulty. Even in his own court, and in
the army, all was not sound. In that age, the right of
succession to the crown was very unsettled. Though
the claim of the eldest son to succeed his father was
acknowledged in a general way, the order of succession
was not in practice rigidly adhered to. The public
feeling was little hurt when any other of the sons, or
an aspiring uncle, made his way to the throne. The
sword was the grand arbiter of right; and every son
was prepared to try his fortune against his brothers.
The custom of granting large governments or appanages
to the younger princes, gave them the means of as-
serting their ambitious pretensions by force, at the
head of armies. In the present instance, other prin-
ciples unfavourable to the regular succession were in
operation. The conquest of Hindustdn had been begun
only five years before, and was still in progress. Hu-
mayun had not latterly been employed in any military
command in that country. The government was still,
of course, military. The army was not a national one,
connected by common language and country, but a
mixed body of adventurers, Chaghati, Uzbek, Moghul,
Persian, Afghin and Indian. Even the Chaghatai
chiefs, who had enjoyed most of the Emperor's confi-
dence and favour, were not perfectly unanimous. Though

1530, Dec. 29). His mother was bernama, f. 85. v.  Was Méh-am,
Maiham Begum, a relative of Sultan ¢ My Moon,” a term of endearment
Husein Mirza of Khordsan, Ak- converted into a name ?
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attached to the family of Béber, as the representatives cmar.1
of that revered prince and of the great Taimtr, yet no ,~ 75

eminent chief or head of a tribe considered the crown
itself as beyond the range of his ambition. It was the
age of revolution ; and the kingdoms on every side, —
Persia, Samarkand, Bokhéra, Hissdr, Balkh, and Hin-
dustdn itself,—saw the throne occupied by adventurers,
or the immediate descendants of adventurers, not more
distinguished than themselves. The length of time
during which the late Emperor’s health had been de-
clining, had given time for parties and intrigues to be

formed among them, which his talents and respected

name had hitherto prevented from bursting out, but
which were not the less dangerous on that account.
We have seen by what a minute accident a plan of the
prime minister himself, for setting aside Bédber’s son
altogether, had been defeated. Syed Mehdi Khw4ja,
the candidate in whose favour he had acted, seems to
have been of a religious family, was a son-in-law of
Béaber, and known to the army, a division of which he
had often led. Muhammed Zemé4n Mirza, another
great lord of the court, and a descendant of Taimuir,
being a grandson of the celebrated Sultan Husein
Mirza Baikra of Khordsdn, and who had also married
a daughter of Bdber, was supposed to have in his in-
terest a formidable party, consisting of many of the
most powerful men in the army. He was a man of
talent, and had been employed by the late Emperor in
many important commands. Muhammed Sultan Mirza,
also a descendant of Taimdr and grandson of the late
Sultan of Khordsdn by a daughter, was a third noble-
man, who, from his royal birth and high station, was
thought worthy to aspire to the throne. All had their
followers and adherents. The very supposition that
such men might be placed in hostility to the legal heir,
rendered their position dangerous; and it might in

some circumstances seem safer to incur the immediate
B2
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risks of revolt than to endure the lingering annoyances

oo 1530, 8nd real dangers of suspicion. Under such circum-

Unsettled
state of the
Emplre.

Formidable
power of
the Af-
ghéns,

stances, a thousand unforeseen accidents might occur
to blow the smouldering embers of intrigue and faction
into a flame.

Nor was it only in the court and in the camp that
dangers were to be apprehended. The Empire was far
from being yet consolidated, when Béber died. It was
only five years since that able prince had entered India;
and, during thas period, his life had been too busily em-
ployed, in military expeditions, to admit of his devoting
the needful time to settling the details of the internal
administration of the kingdoms that he had conquered.
He had entered the country as a stranger and a spoiler;
he had defeated the armies and broken the power of
the reigning dynasty ; but the only hold which he, or
his race, yet had upon the people of India was military
force. Of the two great classes of which the popula-
tion of India was composed, the Hindus could have
little unity of feeling with their Muhammedan con-
querors. Both religions are, in their particular ways,
exclusive. The Hindus admit of no proselytes ; regard
all strangers, even their rulers, as not only far behind
them in the road to final happiness, but as, at best,
only successful barbarians, many of whose habits they
view with disgust and abhorrence. The Musulman,
too, though eager for proselytism, is an exclusive re-
ligion, which looks with hatred or contempt on every
other, and is very unfavourable to the existence of
much sympathy between the believing lord and the
infidel subject; especially where that subject adds to
his other crimes that of idolatry. But the difficulty
was not less, even with the old Muhammedans. India,
for centuries, had been governed by Muhammedan
dynasties of foreign descent. The last of these had
been the Afghén; and chiefs of that race, with their
followers, were scattered all over the kingdom, and
held the most important offices and the most Valilable

3
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jégirs. These they considered as their birth-right;
and they were indignant that so noble a prize, so long
enjoyed as an inheritance, should be wrested from them.
Though repeatedly defeated in the field, they were still
numerous and powerful, ripe for revolt, and ready on
the first signal to fly to arms, in what was a personal as
well as a national cause. They had also the advantage
of possessing a rallying point. The cause of Sultan
Mahmid Lodi, the brother and successor of the late
Sultan Ibrdhim, was still supported by Baban and
Bayezid, the old heads of the Afghdn nobility; who,
though lately driven into the recesses of the eastern
provinces and of Behir, were only waiting for a fit
opportunity to return, and re-occupy the kingdom from
which they had been expelled; and their countryman
Shir Khan, one of the ablest men of the age, had al-
ready taken up arms in Behar and Bengal, about the
close of Baber’s reign.

Of the princes and states beyond the limits of the
Empire, the King of Bengal was friendly to the Afghdns
and had given protection to Sultan Mahmdd Lodi,
whose daughter he afterwards married. The Rdjpiits,
though stunned by their late discomfiture, were power-
ful still; and, though the kingdom of Mdlwa at that
moment possessed little strength, —being in a state of
deplorable confusion from the intestine factions that
had long torn it to _pieces, and made it a prey to its
nelghbours, — yet, in Gujrdt, Behdder Shah was fast
rising into power, had added to his territories on every
side, and, from the mere extension of his conquests, was
likely soon to come into direct collision with the Em-
peror of Delhi.*

At such a crisis, the persona.l character of the prince
was & matter of deep importance. If we remove the un.
glare of eulogy thrown over the actions of all Asiatic

* Abulfazl, in the Akberndma; Béaber's Memoirs, passim.
Tarikh-e Khai Khan; Ferishta;
B3
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sovereigns by the historians who wrote in their own
time, or in that of their immediate descendants, we
shall find that Humdyun, though a prince of lively
parts and elegant accomplishments, brave, and on the
whole of a humane temper, was volatile, fond of plea-
sure, and deficient in those enlarged views so necessary
for conducting the affairs of an extensive Empire; as
well as in that decision and spirit of command, without
which no prince can secure the respect and confidence
of his subjects.

One of Humdyun’s first acts was to assign jagirs to be
held by his brothers. Kdmrédn he confirmed in the
kingdoms of Kébul and Kandahér, which seem to have
been bestowed on him by his father. To Askeri Mirza
he allotted the province of Sambhal ; and that of Alwar
or Mewét to Hindal Mirza. He confirmed his cousin
Suleimén Mirza in the government of the little kingdom
of Badakhshdn. His nobles, and the army, he con-
ciliated, as is usual with Asiatic princes at the com-
mencement of a new reign, by conferring on them
titles, khildts, and other marks of honour, and by mu-
nificent largesses.

But the want of union among the brothers was not
long of showing itself. No sooner did K4émrén, who
was at Kébul, hear of his father’s death, than, disdaining
the ample dominions he had enjoyed under his father,
and in the possession of which his brother had consented
to confirm him, he consigned Kandahdr to Askeri, col-
lected an army, and, in the true spirit of brotherhood
among Asiatic princes, marched for Hindustin; under
pretence of congratulating Humdyun on his accession,
but in reality to try the strength of his sword, and to
see whether his own good fortune might not raise him
to the throne of Delhi itself. Humdyun, alarmed at
the news of his motions, and harassed by the dangers
that surrounded him, despatched an envoy to meet the
Mirza, and to announce to him his intention of adding




LIFE OF HUMAYUN.

the countries of Peshdwer and Lamghdn to the terri-
tories which he already enjoyed. But Kdmran's views
were too extensive to be satisfied even with that con-
cession. He crossed the Indus; and, having traversed
the greater part of the Penjib, drew near to Lahir, the
capital.

There he found that Mir Yinis Ali, who had been
the governor under Béber, was faithful to his trust, and
adhered to Humédyun. ' To have bestowed the time
necessary for reducing the capital of the Penjéb by
regular military operations, might have been fatal to
his enterprise. To gain possession of it without delay
therefore, Kdmran resorted to stratagem. Having ar-
ranged his plan, he one night affected to .be yiolently
offended with Kerdcha Beg, one of his chief Amirs, and
publicly, in the Derbér, reviled him in the most harsh
and unmeasured terms. Next night the Beg fled from
the camp with all his followers, and sought refuge in
Lahdr. In those days of versatile and unstable alle-
giance, such a defection had in it nothing uncommon,
Mir Yidnis Ali, delighted to have gained a man of so
much consequence, went out of the city with an hono-
rary procession to meet and welcome him. He after-
wards treated the Beg not merely as a political, but as
& personal, friend; gave him constant invitations to
partake of the hospitality of his table,and made several
social and friendly parties for his amusement. Kerdcha
Beg coolly watched his time; till, one night, after a
convivial entertainment at the Mir's palace, where, in
consequence of the lateness of the hour, the soldiers had
been allowed to go home to their quarters, he seized
his opportunity, perfidiously took his host into custody,
got possession of one of the gates, and despatched mes-
sengers to KAmrén to announce his syccess. The Mirza,
who had been waiting with much anxiety, no sooner
learned the result of the stratagem, than he hastened

to the gate with a strong force and entered Lahir
B 4
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Book Iv. without resistance. Mir Yinis Ali was then relieved
from custody, and Kimrdn, who wished to give the
whole proceeding the air, not of a conquest, but of an
ordinary assumption of the government, apologising to
Ytnis Ali for the violence he unwillingly employed,
asked him to enter his service, and to retain the office
he had held. This the Mir declined, and was allowed
to leave the city and to join Huméyun.
Andoccu-  After this first success, Kdmrdn took possession of
Pesie 8l the neighbouring provinces; so that, in a short time,
a.u. 938, the whole of the Penjéb, as far as the Sutlej, acknow-
5> ledged his authority. )
Concessions  Still, however, as if nothing uncommon had occurred,
hoing and as if he had been acting all along like a faithful
subject, he continued, by his ambassadors, to assure
Huméyun of his attachment and fidelity; and; at the
same time, petitioned, in the humblest terms, to be al-
lowed to hold the territory of which he had thus become
possessed. The Emperor, who, before these trans-
actions were brought to a conclusion, had become in-
volved in troubles and difficulties on every hand, af-
fected to accede cheerfully to a request, which he could
not without danger refuse. He signified his assent;
and, to save appearances, ascribed his large concessions
to the ties of kindred which united them, and the wishes
expressed by their late father. After some delay, a
firmdn was accordingly issued, bestowing on Kémrén
the government of Kdbul, Kandahdr, and the Penjéb; a
grant which exalted that prince to the possession of
dominions and power nearly equal to his own. Kim-
rén, who had a turn for poetry, delighted with the
success of his schemes of ambition, in the fulness of his
joy, addressed several odes to Humdyun, in which he
exhausted all the powers of song to express his gratitude.
The Emperor, either flattered by his high-flown praises,
or to gain time and to confirm him in his pacific dispo-
sitions, farther rewarded the royal poet by bestowing

a.p. 1881,
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on him, what seems a most imprudent grant, the rich cuar.1.
province of Hissdr-Firéza; an acquisition the more ac-
ceptable to the Mirza as it lay nearly on the high road
between his possessions in-the Penjab and Delhi. Each
probably attempted to deceive the other. At all events,
a friendship founded on such a basis could be neither
sincere nor lasting. These transactions with Kémrén *, kel
which occupxed a considerable part of two years, have A.p. 1531
been recorded in this place, to avoid interrupting the *
future course of the narrative.

Before his relations with Kdmrédn began to bear a Csmpaign
threatening aspect, Humdyun, about five or six months Eatoger,
after his accession, had set out to besiege the strong o.»- 557
fort of Kalinjer, in Bandélkand}, the possession of ziader,
which was necessary at once to strengthen his frontier, 3 o2>"
and to open an easier communication between Malwa June.
and his dominions on the Jamna and the Ganges.

The Raja of Kalinjer was probably in the interest of
the Afghdns. When Humdyun had blockaded the fort
about a month, and had made some progress in his
advances, he was alarmed by the information that Sul-
tan Mahmuid Lodi, supported by Biban Khan Jilwéni
and Sheikh Bayezid, the most eminent leaders of the
Afghéns, had again invaded the provinces east of the
Ganges, had taken Judnpir, and was overrunning the
country in great force. Eager to meet the invaders,
he proposed a treaty to the Raja of Kalinjer, who
gladly gave a large sum of money to hasten his retreat.}

Huméyun, on leaving Kalinjer, directed his course Andto the
to the eastward, crossed the Ganges, and reached the ™™™

* Akbernima, f.35—87.; Khafi 987, had afterwards to march to
Khan. Some specimens of Kémrén's Bandélkand, and lay a month before
verses may be found in the Akber- the fort, he must have raised the
néma, f. 37. siege in a.n. 988.

t The siege of Kalinjer, accord- 1 Akbernéma ; Tabakét-i-Akberi,
ing to the Akbernima, occurred in  f.173,174.; Kholaset-ul-Towarikh,

4.5.937; according to Ferishts, f. 255.; Khifi Khan; Abulfazl,

A.u 938. As Huméyun seems to f. 35, says twelve méns of gold and
have left Agra in the last months of other valuable considerations.

Aa.p, 1831,
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town of Doura, when he was met by the Afghdns in

an1ss1.a great force. A battle ensued, in which Sheikh Bayezid
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returns to
Agra,
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Jem4di L
9.
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A. H, 938,
A.D, 15632.

was slain, and Sultan Mahmid and his Afgh4ns com-
pletely dispersed, as his friends affirmed, by the trea-
chery of Shir Khan. Mahmiid was soon after expelled
from the province of Judnpir, and fled to Patna and
Bengal, whence he never returned, and where he died
a natural death.*

The Emperor, having defeated this invasion, settled
the country, and reinstated Sultan Juneid Birlds as
his lieutenant in the government, returned to Agrs,
where, on the anniversary of his accession, he gave a
grand entertainment, in the course of which, besides
rich presents and other gratifications to his nobles, in
elephants, jewels, &c., he is said to have distributed
among the officers of his court and army no less than
twelve thousand khildts, or honorary dresses, two thou-
sand of which were richly embroidered and ornamented
with precious stones.}

The most important object of policy for the Em-
peror of Delhi at this moment, next to that of crushing
the seeds of rebellion in his own family and court, was
undoubtedly to break in pieces the power still pos-
sessed by the Afghdns throughout India, and to become
master, if possible, of the course of the Ganges. To
secure these objects, the Emperor soon afterwards
again took the field, and marched towards the fort of
Chunér, in the province of Behar, a place of extra-
ordinary strength, and one of the most important

sitions on that river. It was now held by the cele-
brated Shir Khan, who, since the defeat and flight of
Sultan Mahmid Lodi, had risen to the first distinction

® Kholaset-ul-Towérfkh, f. 255. on theriver Sini,” probably an error
In the translation of Jouher, the of the transcriber for Gumti. No
battle is said to have been fought on date is given, nor are Kalinjer or
the banks of the Goompty. Mem. Juénpir mentioned.
of Humdyun, p. 3. [Intheoriginal, 1 Tabakat-i-Akberi, f. 144.; Fe-
it is said to have been at ¢ Daureh rishta, ii. 72.
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among the Afghéns. Formerly it had belonged to
Sultan Ibrdhim, but soon after his defeat and death
had submitted to Béber, as we have seen, and, by a
series of events to be afterwards mentioned, had very
recently passed into the hands of its present master.
Humd4yun, desirous both to possess the fort and to
humble the owner, had sent a large force in advance
to invest it, and now himself followed and laid close
siege to it, at the head of a formidable army. At his
approach, Shir Khan, leaving his son, Jiladl Khan, in
the fortress with a strong garrison of trusty adherents,
retired to the higher grounds, and hovered round the
imperial camp, for the double purpose of harassing
it and of succouring the besieged. After the blockade
bad lasted three or four months, Humdyun, who, for-
tunately for the Afghén chiefs, was surrounded by
enemies, received intelligence, with some alarm, of the
rapid progress made by Behdder Shah, the King of
Gujrdt, in Méalwa and Nagér. Shir Khan, seizing the
favourable moment, sent ambassadors to the Emperor
to sue for peace, to express the Khan's gratitude to
the Emperor and his illustrious father, by whose pa-
tronage he had attained his present rank; to make
professions of submission, and such offers as, while
they saved the dignity of the sovereign, left the Khan
in possession of his stronghold. Humdyun, little dis-
posed to protract a siege which might be drawn out
to & very inconvenient length, and had already inter-
fered with most important objects, concluded a capitu-
lation with Shir Khan, who was perfectly willing to
make ample promises, flattering himself, that when
the imperial troops were withdrawn, it would cost him
nothing to act as he pleased, and to pursue his own
policy, unfettered by any flimsy treaty that had been
forced upon him. A peace was, therefore, concluded,
by the terms of which he agreed, that his son, Kutb
Khan, should join the Emperor's army, with a body

11
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poox 1v. of Afghdns; and the young prince, accordingly, along
with Isa Khan Hijdb Sirwéni, his vizier, did wait upon
Humiyun, and accompany him on his march into
Gujrdt. While there, Shir Khan having found the
time favourable for revolt, and Humédyun being busy
reducing that province, Kutb Khan contrived to make
his escape, and rejoined his father.*

On relinquishing the siege of Chundr, Huméyun

A.D.1532-3.

Embassy
m,‘;‘,;h' returned to Agra, where he gave audience to an em-
a.1.939, basgy that Behdder Shah had sent, for the purpose of

%019 quieting any apprehensions which he might entertain

in consequence of the rapid progress that prince was
making in M4lwa, and in the R4jpit territories. This
mission he received with much pleasure, as circum-
stances rendered it important that his declared enemies
should be as few as possible. He dismissed the ambas-
sadors with every mark of distinction, and with as-
surances of his own pacific intentions, and turned
himself to averting the dangers which threatened him
in his own court and in the heart of his dominions.

Muham- The Emperor had long entertained a jealousy of
T2 Muhammed Zemén Mirza's ambitious projects, and now

resolved to take away from him all means of carrying
them into execution. It has been mentioned that he
was the son of Badi-ez-zemén Mirza, and grandson of
the famous Sultan Husein Mirza Baihra, of Khords4n.
After his father’s kingdom had passed into the hands
of the Uzbeks, he had resided at the court of Béber,
with whom he is said to have been a particular
favourite, and had married one of his daughters. He

® Akbernéma, f. 42.; Ferishta,
ii. pp. 110—118. ; Jouher, c. 2.;
Tar. Khafi Khan; Tabakat-i-Ak-
beri, f.174.; Tar. Nizémi, f. 213.;
Nisdbndma Afgh. f. 88.; Tar. Bed.
f. 147. The Tabakat, Nisdbndma,
Ferishta, Khafi Khan, and the
original text of Jouher, call this

young prince Kutb Khan. Abul-
fazl calls him Abdal Reshid; and is
followed in the translation of Jouher.
The Kholéset-nl-Towﬁrikh, f. 275.,
?I]vieltbtl{xeh‘myaury, calling him
u n, generall
Abdal-Reshid,” g 7 known s
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had been honoured with the most important commands.
Many of the northern Chaghatéi chiefs, who formed
the Emperor’s great strength, had much influence in
his court and filled the chief offices in the country,
were attached to this prince. We have seen that, in
the late reign, he held the government of Behar. The
events that preceded his imprisonment are not known
with much certainty. Abulfazl affirms, that he formed
a party and carried on intrigues in conjunction with
his cousin, Muhammed Sultan Mirza, also a grandson
of Sultan Husein Mirza, but by a daughter, as well as
with Muhammed’s son, Ulugh Mirza, with whom at
this crisis he rose in rebellion a second time, after
having been once pardoned ; that, to check this revolt,
Hum4yun led an army down the Ganges, and, when
opposite to Bhujpir, sent a strong detachment across
to the right bank of the river, under the command of
his cousin, Yddgir Nésir Mirza, who defeated the
rebels, and made Muhammed Zemén, Muhammed Sul-
tan, and W4li Khub Mirza, prisoners.* The narrative
of other historians makes it more probable that the
Emperor, acting on his belief or suspicion of their
treasonable designs, had arrested the first of these
princes, in his government of Behdr, by means of an
armed force, before any rising took place, and after-
wards seized the others as his accomplices. Muhammed
Zemén, on his earnest professions of fidelity, was par-
doned, and sent under the custody of Yddgéar Taghdi
Beg to be imprisoned in Bidna; but he had not been
long there before he wrought upon his keeper not only
to allow him to escape, but to accompany him in his
flight. He reached the court of Behdder Shah, where
he was well received. Muhammed Sultan Mirza, with
his sons, Ulugh and Shah Mirzas, when thrown into
prison, were ordered to be blinded by the fire-pencil,

® Akbernima, f. 36.
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that so an end might be put to their public life ; but,
from the indulgence of the operator, it was so lightly
applied that the structure of their eyes remained un-
impaired. They, too, effected their escape from prison,
about the same time, and hastened to Kanadj, where
Muhammed Sultan soon saw himself at the head of a
respectable army of six thousand men,— Chaghatdis,
Afghéns, and Ré4jpits.®

While Humdyun was occupied at home in dreamy
speculations of false science, and by dangers within
and without his court, which he found it difficult to
avert, the King of Gujrdt was pursuing his victorious
career. So decisive were the advantages which he
gained over the Rdna of Cheitir, whom, after over-
running Malwa, he now attacked in his own dominions,
that he was emboldened to advance and lay siege to
Cheitir itself, the capital of the R4jpiit. The Réna, in
his distress, despatched an envoy to ask succour from
Humdyun, who could not see with indifference the
rapid progress of a rival rendered more odious to him
by the protection which he ostentatiously afforded to
the refugees from Delhi. Huméyun, thus invited,
moved forward with a considerable army, as far as
Gualidr; as if to assist the Rdna. There he encamped

® Briggs's Ferishta, ii. p. 78.; eye itself was cut with a lancet:

Khifi Khan, f. 40.; Tabakat-i-Ak-
beri, f. 145. Abulfazl and Ferishta
do not mention that Muhammed
Zeméan was ordered to be blinded ;
which the author of the Tabakéat-i-
Akberi, and of the Tarikh-i-Be-
dduni do. The former says, that
they did not injure the organisation
of the iris of his eye, so that he soon
recovered his sight (f. 145.) ; and
is followed by the Kholéset-ul-To-
warikh, f. 255. There were two
modes at that time ‘employed in
blinding princes, who were the ob-
Jjects of jealousy. By the one, the

by the other, a heated plate, or some-
times a heated pencil of brass or
iron was applied to it, till the sight -
was deatroyed The latter was often
preferred in the case of princes,
since, the form of the eyeball not
being destroyed, the appearance of
the countenance was less injured.
There is some disagreement among
historians as to the chronology of
these events. I have followed the
leading authorities in the way that
seems to me best fitted to reconcile
this difference.
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for about two months, and despatched an ambassador
to Behdder, to demand that he should desist from his
enterprise against Cheitiir; and, at the same time, de-
liver up the traitors who had fled from the Emperor's
dominions. Neither demand was complied with; and
the Emperor, with some loss of reputation, soon after
decamped, being compelled by the necessity of his
affairs to march toward Judnpir and the Behér pro-
vinces, to repress new disturbances which had arisen in
that quarter. The Réna, upon this, despairing of any
effectual assistance, was glad to purchase the temporary
retreat of Behdder Shah, by consenting to pay a large
sum of money, and by sending him as a propitiatory
offering, a celebrated crown and belt adorned with

jewels of immense value *, and other costly presents.
Humdyun determined to employ the interval of quiet, Measures

which this pacification promised to afford, in putting
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an end to the perpetual invasions and insurrections of Bebir.
the Afghdns of Behar, and in punishing his own rebel-

* These are said to have been
the crown and regalia which Sultan
Mahmiid of Malwa carried off from
the tent of Kutb-Shah of Gujrat
(a. B. 856, Sefer 1, a.p. 1452,
Feb. 23), and which fell into the
hands of Réna Singa of Cheitir,
on the defeat of Sultan Mahmid II.
of Malwa, about A.m. 925 (a. D,
1519). Ferishta, iv. pp. 39. 268.
It will be afterwards seen that, from
Behader Shah, they were said to
have passed to Soliman the Mag-
nificent, Emperor of Constauntinople.

There seems some difficulty, how-
ever, in the transmission of these
regalia. ¢ When Réna Sénga de-
ftjlted Sultan Mahmid, and made
him prisoner,’’ says Biber, (Mem.
P. 385,), ¢ the Sultan had on a
splendid  crown-cap and  golden
girdle, which fell into the hands of
the pagan, who, when he set Sultan
Mahmid at Jiberty, retained them.

They were now with Bikerm4jit.
His elder brother, Ruttonsi, who
had succeeded his father as Réna,
and who was now in possession of
Cheitar, had sent to desire his
younger brother to deliver them up
to him, which he refused to do. By
the envoys, who came from him to
wait on me, he now sent me” (Qy.
tendered ?) ¢ this crown and golden
girdle, and asked Bidna in exchange
for Rantambdr,” &c. We nowhere
hear of their being regained from
Béber or his successor. Yet the
Mirit-e Ahmedi, agreeing with or
following Ferishta, makes Biker-
maéjit's mother give this very ¢ waist-
band and jewelled crown, which
had been captured from Mahmad
Khilji 1., of Malwa, when the Réna
defeated him ” to Behdder Shah, to
induce him to raise the siege. Bird's
transl. p. 244,
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lious nobles. For this purpose, having collected a large
army, he once more marched from Agra, and had
reached Kindr, in the district of Kalpi, on the Jamna,
when his progress was arrested by the intelligence that
Behdder Shah had again laid siege to Cheitir; and
that, supported by him, T4tdr Khan, the son of Sultan
Alé-ed-din Lodi, the uncle amd rival of the late Sultan
Ibrdhim Lodi, was advancing, at the head of a formidable
army, to assert his father’s claim to the throne of Delhi
itself. He hastened back to Agra, and took immediate
measures for repelling the aggression, and for hurling
back the danger on the head of Behdder Shah *, whose
success seemed now to threaten ruin to the house of
Taimdr. But, as Malwa and Gujrdt are soon to be-
come the scene of important operations, it becomes
necessary to interrupt for a while the course of the
narrative, in order to give some idea of the political
state of these countries at this period.

# Tabakét-i-Akberi, f. 145.; Fe- f. 85—87. does not mention the twe
rishta, ii. 72—74. The Akbernima, months’ encampment at Gualifr,
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AFFAIRS OF GUJRAT AND MALWA.

SECTION L

EARLY HISTORY OF THOSE KINGDOMS. — PROGRESS OF
BEHADER SHAH.

DISRUPTION OF THE EMPIRE UNDER SULTAN MUHAMMED TOGHLAK.
— KINGDOM OF GUJRAT.— KINGDOM OF MALWA.— PROSPERITY OF
GUJRAT — ITS IMPORTANCE, — STATE OF MALWA. — POSITION OF
THE EARLY MUSULMANS IN INDIA. — PRINCES OF MALWA. —
MAHMUD II. — INTRIGUES OF MOHAFEZ KHAN.— INTERPOSITION OF
MEDINI RAO. — RAJPUT LEAGUE, AT THE COURT OF MALWA.-—
KINGS OF DELHI AND GUJRAT INTERFERE.—DEFENSIVE MEASURES
OF MEDINI RAO.—THE RAJPUTS ALL-POWERFUL IN MALWA, —
MAHMUD ATTEMPTS THEIR DISMISSAL—IS DISCOMFITED — ESCAPES
TO GUJRAT — HIS RESTORATION. — EXPEDITION AGAINST THE RE-
FRACTORY RAJPUTS, AND DEFEAT. — DISMEMBERMENT OF MALWA.
— BEHADER SHAH IN GUJRAT. — RANA RUTTONSI AND BEHADER
SHAH IN MALWA.—MANDU TAKEN.— BEHADER SHAH PROCLAIMED
KING. — PARTITION OF MALWA.— CAPTURE OF SILAH-ED-DIN BY
BEHADER. — CATASTROPHE OF RAISEN,—— FURTHER SUCCESSES OF
BEHADER SHAH.

Tre kingdoms both of Malwa and Gujrdt, at a former
period, nearly a century and a half before the time of
Huméyun, had been included in the kingdom of Delhi.
About the close of the fourteenth century, on the de-
cline of the Toghlak dynasty, when the empire fell to
pieces, many of the provinces, and among others Gujrat
and Malwa, became independent sovereignties. The
insane violence and brutal cruelty of Sultan Muhammed
VOL. II. c
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Book Iv. Toghlak of Delhi had spread universal alarm over his

~  dominions. Having, by his profusion, exhausted the
treasury, he imposed taxes beyond what his subjects
could bear. He rigidly enforced them; and the land-
holders and peasantry, to escape from his tyranny, fled
to the woods and wastes. He tampered with the coin;
and the distress and ruin, which in all circumstances
follow an injudicious meddling with the currency, were
soon experienced. He attempted to remove the popu-
lation and city of Delhi to Doulatibéd in the Dekhan ;
and thousands of the wretched inhabitants perished on
the road and after their arrival, of fatigue, want and
misery in every shape. Famine, civil war, robbery,
murder, and anarchy, all over his dominions, marked
the close of his reign. Driven to desperation by mis-
government, each district and province was forced to
provide separately for its own safety; so that, from
the mere necessity of substituting some kind of govern-
ment for the misrule and rapine that prevailed, several
new dynasties arose in the principal provinces of the
empire.

Kinglomof  The nobleman who at that crisis rose to be King of

Surtts, Gujrdt was Mozeffer Khan. His origin is uncertain.

a.n.139l. 'While some describe him as having been the son of a
low spirit-distiller, or water-carrier; others, with more
probability, represent him as the son of & Hindu chief
converted to Muhammedanism,* The menial office,
which he is said to have filled in the palace, argues
little; as men of rank in all countries have been eager
to fill offices nominally menial, about the person of the
sovereign ; and Bdber t, a judicious and careful reader
of history, describes the employment to have been that
of cup-bearer. The disorders which at that period per-
vaded India, and the consequent confusion and indis-
tinctness in the narrative of the historians of the time,

* Ferishta, vol. iv. p. 3. t Mem. p. 811.
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leave us rather uncertain as to the extent of Gujrdt, CHAP.IL
when its governor assumed the symbols of royalty. His ™
capital was Nehrwéla or Patan; but what now forms

the southern part of the province did not then belong

to it. The new King, however, an active and able man,

speedily compelled the various Rajas of Kattiawér, and

the western peninsula, to acknowledge his authority,

and to pay tribute. He, likewise, turned his arms

against the Raja of Eder, and expelled him from his
dominions.

Emboldened by this success, he ventured at a future Kingdom of
time to invade Malwa. That country had also re- "™
cently undergone a revolution, similar to what had oc-
curred in Gujrét, and from the same causes. Dildwer
Khan, a Ghuri Afghdn, from governor hafl become
king; and his son Hosheng now reigned. A strong a.=.s1o,
party, however, opposed his government, and called in *™ "
to their assistance Mozeffer Shah of Gujrat, who readily
marched to their aid. The hostile armies met near
the ancient town of Dhdr in Malwa; and, after a des-
perate battle, in which Mozeffer was wounded and
Hosheng unhorsed, victory declared for the invader;
and Hosheng was forced to take refuge in Dhér, where
he was besieged, and soon after compelled to surrender.
Mozeffer, leaving a part of his army in Malwa, to retain
it in subjection, returned with his prisoner to Gujrit.

But he had hardly turned his back on his new conquest,
when, the officers whom he had left in command having
made some burdensome exactions on the inhabitants,
the party that had called him in, who wanted an ally
not 8 master, rose and expelled his troops, setting up a
king of their own. This change of affairs induced him ,.x. 511,
to release Sultan Hosheng from confinement, and to *™ '4%%
send him, accompanied by a strong force, to assert his
rights; and the different internal parties, tired of the

evils which civil war had brought on their country,
c2
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soon after united, and once more acknowledged Hosheng
as King of Malwa.

After the death of Mozeffer Shah, several of his de-
scendants increased the territory of Gujrdt. His grand-
son, Ahmed Shah, a very distinguished prince, and the
founder of Ahmedéb4d, reduced under his power nearly
the whole country that forms the present Gujrit, in-
cluding the low lands to the south below the Ghéts, the
Northern Kokan, and the island of Bombay ; he forced
the Rajas of the western peninsula, and other chiefs
bordering on his dominions, especially the Raja of Cham-
panir, who, it is affirmed ®, could at that time bring
sixty thousand men into the field, to pay tribute ; and
he carried his victorious arms in different campaigns
into Khdndesh, and Malwa, the capital of which he be-
sieged. Under him, and his immediate successors,
Gujrét obtained a high degree of prosperity.

One of them, Mahmiid Shah Bigara, was particularly
successful. He besieged and took the strong and, in
the opinion of the natives, impregnable hill-forts of
Girndl or Jinagar, and of Champanir}; he did much
to consolidate the kingdom within; and without, he
extended his marches in different expeditions, as far as
the Indus on one side, and Doulatibaid in the Dekhan
on the other; at the same time that he carried on an
active war, by sea and land, with the Portuguese.

His son, Mozeffer Shah II. maintained the glory of
his arms. He restored the King of Malwa to the throne
of that kingdom, from which he had been expelled by
a combination of Réjpit chiefs, taking Méndu from
them by storm. To this prince, with the intervention
of the short reigns of two of his brothers, Sultan Be-

* Ferishta, iv. p. 66. and gur, a fort). Ferishta mentions
t It is pretended that the re- another and more probable origin,
duction of these two strong hill- namely, the colour of his mus-
forts gave rise to Mahmad's ap- tachios.
pellation of Bigara (from ba, two,
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hdder Shah had succeeded, and now swayed the sceptre
of Gujrét.

That kingdom had always an extraordinary influence
over the neighbouring states; and could raise armies, "
and subsidise troops, with a facxhty apparently dispro-
portioned to its extent. But few countries in the world
are more blest in a fertile soil and a favourable climate;
and the possession of the great emporia of Cambay,
Diu, and Surat, besides other convenient harbours, had
enriched it with the most active commerce of any
portion of India. The greater part of the trade of that
country with Persia, Arabia, Africa, the Red Sea, and
Europe, besides an active coasting trade, passed through
its harbours; and the various commodities imported
from these regions were conveyed over Hindustdn, and
the north of the Dekhan, through its provinces, and by
its merchants. The benefit of this trade overflowed
upon the country, which became a garden, and enriched
the treasury of the prince. The noble mosques, col-
leges, palaces and tombs, the remains of which still
adorn Ahmedabdd, and its other cities, to this day,
while they excite the admiration of the traveller, prove
both the wealth and the taste of the founders.

The same circumstances which, on the decline of the
Toghlak dynasty of Delhi, induced the governor of
Gujrat to assert his independence, had, as has been
noticed, a similar effect on Dildwer Khan, the governor
of Malwa; who also assumed the sovereign power in
his capital of Dhdr. We have seen his son Hosheng
defeated and made prisoner, and again restored to his
kingdom by the Sultan of Gujrét. Hosheng Ghiri was
the founder of Méndu. After his death, the intrigues
in his court led to the murder of his successor ; and the
son of his prime minister was raised to the throne,
under the title of Sultan Mahmdd Khilji.* He was an

®* Have the Khilji monarchs any They are generally described as
counection with the GAilji Afghéns?  Trks.

cd
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able prince ; but the country, in consequence of the dis-
sensions that always attend a change of dynasty, was
harassed for some time by civil wars. The weakness
of the kings of Delhi, at this period, enabled Sultan
Mahmid to extend his dominions on different sides;
and he reduced the important forts and districts of
Bhilsa, Chdndéri, and Hoshengdbdcd in Malwa. He car-
ried his arms into the centre of the Rdjpiit states, re-
duced Kambelmér in Mewéar, and besieged the mountain
capital of Cheitir. He even aspired to the throne of
Delhi, and engaged in war, not only with the King of
Gujrét, but with the kings of the Dekhan, of Khéndesh,
and of Judnpir; with which last he had quarreled about
the possession of Kalpi on the Jamna. He levied con-
tributions on Kota and Bidna, and added Mandsir, Man-
delgar, Bindi and Rantambdér to his dominions. At
one time, he overran Gujrét ; but was finally defeated,
near Ahmedébad, and compelled to retreat from that
country. He was one of the most distinguished princes
of his age; and, in his reign, Malwa attained the sum-
mit of its power and glory.

Much of the time of all the Musulman kings of India,
and among others of the Sultans of Malwa, seems to
have been employed in reducing to subjection the half-
independent Hindu chiefs in or bordering on their
states. The Musulmans had no hold of the country,
but by military force. Their capital was & camp; and
the different towns and forts that they occupied, were
posts in an enemy’s country. The great mass of the
population had no sympathy with them, either in religion
or civil policy. The popular religion was considered
by their conquerors as a guilty idolatry, which it was,
to a certain degree, sinful even to tolerate; and pious
or bigoted princes were often led to persecute their
pagan subjects. They had no general system for con-
ducting their internal government. The will of the
ruler, capricious and uncertain at best, but to which
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there was no check, was the acknowledged rule.* For-

23

CHAP. IL

tunately, the old inhabitants were strongly attached to 5*™T

their own system of village and district government,
which remedied many of the evils of political neglect
and oppression to which they were exposed ; and they
continued to be warmly devoted to such of their native
chiefs as still maintained their authority in their here-
ditary states. As the Musulmans extended their power,
first by arms, and afterwards gradually by colonisation
and proselytism, the range of territory enjoyed by these
little Hindu chieftains was gradually diminished, and
the power of many of them was, in the end, altogether
extinguished. The superiority of the Musulmans in-
creased every day. The causes of this were various,
They were strangers, and felt that their power, and in
some degree their existence, in India, depended upon
their mutually supporting each other. They were
bigots to their religion, and this bigotry, which was in-
creased by their being placed among infidels and hea-
thens, whom they regarded as the enemies of God, and
whose lands and wealth they willingly imagined were
unjustly withheld from the true believer, whose natural
portion they were, formed another bond of union.
They had also a burning zeal for making proselytes,
indifferent whether by argument or force; and their
great power was naturally attended with great success.

Extension
of their
influence,

Its causes

The Hindus, on the contrary, long divided, even under .

their own great monarchies, into petty principalities
that had little intercourse with each other, but in the
way of quarrel or hostility, had no principle of union,
except in cases of intolerable oppression; and that only
against the immediate tyrant of the hour. Their prin-
ciples of quietism led them to acquiesce in any govern-

® fee General Vans Kennedy's Royal Asiatic Society, vol. ii.)
admirable little ““ Abstract of Mu- especially his additional remarks on
hammedan Law,” (Journal of the the Uzf, or customary law, p. 157.

c4
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Book Iv. ment once established; and though they might lose

they could not gain by proselytism, since with them
religion was a matter of birth, and every one was
held to be bound for life to the class and faith in which
he was born ; so that, by their tenets, no converts could
be received. In war, too, the Muhammedans, who
were not always braver than their Hindu enemies,
owed their superiority to the same causes that have
ensured success to the Europeans in modern times.
They had more active energy of character, were more
intelligent, were more ready to change their policy and
their tactics as experience required; and had the un-
speakable advantage of being constantly joined by new
crowds of adventurers from Tartary, Persia, Arabia,
and Afghdnistdn, These adventurers flocked to sup-
port them, inspired with all the ardour, activity, and
enterprise natural to men who had still their fortune
to make, and whose minds and bodies were still un-
enervated by the impatience of exertion, and the habit
of self-indulgence which in India are almost inevitably
generated by the physical and moral influences that
surround those educated in the country. It is to be
remembered, too, that though the great majority were
bold, hardy, ignorant, and unpolished adventurers,
many of them were men of no mean class, gentlemen
and scholars, some of whom had served in the wars of
different countries ; while others had their minds en-
riched with all the literature, both of the Tirki nations
and of Persia and Arabia. This literature, which we
are too apt to despise, while totally ignorant of its
nature and extent, however defective in some of its
branches, if measured by the standard of modern Eu-
rope, was yet extremely valuable; not only as affording
some acquaintance with the positive sciences and arts,
but as, to a certain degree, counteracting the harsh
bigotry of the Muhammedan religion. It had a ten-
dency to open and refine the reason and imagination
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by the ample stores of history, as well as of moral truth caar. 1.
and ingenious speculation, which it possessed; while 5=
its poetry, enriched and animated by the genius of such
writers as Ferdausi, Héfez, S4di, and J4mi,—names
that fall dead on & western ear — displayed an enthu-
siasm, a sublimity, and a grace, to which the west, since
the most favoured ages of Greece and Rome, had no-
thing to compare. These new comers constantly in-
fused a fresh spirit of ardour and enterprise into the
descendants of their countrymen, whom they found in
India; they generally occupied the higher offices; and,
in several instances, on a change of dynasty, were ele-
vated to the throne. The Musulmans, inflamed by the
spirit of political and military adventure, were gene-
rally on the offensive, an invaluable advantage; the
Hindus, with the inertia common to their character
and cherished by their religion, and with the passive-
ness often found in old establishments, acted merely on
the defensive. Of these foreigners, in Hindustén in
general, the Tdrks and Moghuls, the Afghéns and
Persians, were most numerous; while, in Gujrét and
the Dekhan, the adventurers of these races were often
counterbalanced by the Abyssinians and Arabs. These
observations may serve to account for the nearly uni-
form success and progress of the Muhammedan arms,
with a few remarkable exceptions to be afterwards
noticed. In Malwa, nearly all the great chiefs were
Hindds; many of them Réjpiits, the bravest of the
Hindds, who have more feeling of common origin than
usually belongs to their countrymen.

The reigns of the son and grandson of Sultan Mah- Princes of
mid Khilji were chiefly remarkable for the disgusting f':';,,_
sensuality and wanton cruelty of these princes. That 16 .
of Sultdin Mahmdd II. was more important. The 1510
valour and activity that characterise usurpers had o
now, after several generations of regular succession,
given way to the incapacity and ignorance of life and
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business, that are the lot of hereditary princes, when
educated under ambitious ministers, and confined to
the pleasures and amusements of the haram. Sultan
Mahmid, a weak prince, but personally brave, was
raised to the throne by his father’s will and the influ-
ence of the minister, Mohdfez Khan; though he had
two elder brothers. The Sultan soon felt that he was
a mere puppet in the hands of a party, who sought to
govern in his name. He had ambition enough to wish
to deliver himself from this thraldom, and to assert his
authority. For that purpose, he fled from the palace;
and thus, for a time, escaped from the personal re-
straint to which he had been subjected. Alarmed at
this manifestation of an unexpected spirit, Mohdfez
Khan attempted to throw down the idol he had raised ;
and placed Mahmid's immediate elder brother on the
throne, under the name of Muhammed Shah. Sultan
Mahm@id was, at first, supported in asserting his au-
thority only by the Persians, Arabs, and Abyssinians
immediately about the court; but, as these foreigners,
though numerous and personally brave, had not been
long enough settled in Malwa to establish any exten-
sive influence among the natives, and so depended
chiefly on their individual numbers and vigour, he
must have sunk under the power of his rival, had he
not been opportunely joined by Medini Rao or Rai, a
powerful Ra4jpit chief, who brought over to his cause
not only the force of his own tribe, but the support of
the great body of the Hindu population ; the example
of so eminent a leader being followed by many other
men of rank and consequence. Mohdfez, and his king,
Muhammed Shah, were in the end driven out of Malwa;
and took refuge, first in Gujrat, and next in Berir.
But this did not restore the country to repose ; for, on
the death of the eldest brother of Mahmid, a party
declared his son Mahsés king, under the title of
Hosheng. 'This prince, however, seeing no prospect of
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success, soon gave himself up to Sultan Mahmdd, who
had thus the satisfaction of having one of his rlvals in
his power, while the other was driven into exile. These
events were passing, between that important period of
Béber’s life when he was driven from Ferghéna, and
that when he once more attempted the conquest of
Transoxiana, after the defeat and death of Sheibdni
Khan.

But though Mahmid thus became the only sovereign
in Malwsa, his throne was far from being secure; for
while Medini Rao, his prime minister, managed every-
thing with absolute authority, the jealousy which al-
ways subsisted between the R4jpit and Musulman lords
was not abated. The former, — from meeting together
at court, instead of residing as formerly detached in
their little principalities ; and from their reliance upon,
and pride in, the talents of the minister,—had gained
more of that principle of cohesion, which is as necessary
for the permanence of political as of physical bodies,
than is usually attained among Hindu chiefs. The
Muhammedan lords, on the other hand, mourned to see
their king and the country directed by Pagans. To
remove this grievance, a confederacy was formed among
them, under Bohjat Khan, then the chief of Chéndéri;
in which the pagan Rais of Gondevdna were induced to
join. Medini Rao, however, who did not slumber, was
successful in detaching from the league Sekander Khan
of Bhilsa, one of the principal confederates. Alarmed
at this defection, the Musulman lords invited the exiled
Muhammed Shah Chéndéri, that they might once more
oppose him to his younger brother, Sultan Mahmud.
But still, even with the assistance of his name, finding
themselves unable to cope with Medini Rao, they called
in Sultan Sekander Lodi of Delhi, and Mozeffer Shah
of Gujrat ®, resolved, at any cost, to check this Hindu

* Ferishta, vol. iv. pp. 252, 253.
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influence, and to defend the Muhammedans, now over-
borne by the power of the Réjpits.

The King of Delhi, Sultan Sekander Lodi, glad of
so favourable an opportunity of extending his influence
over the kingdom of Malwa, sent a body of twelve
thousand cavalry, under Imdd-ul-mulk Lodi, to assist
Muhammed Shah; while, on the side of Gujrit, Mozeffer
Shah, at the head of an army, entered the country, and
advanced as far as Dhdr. At the same time, Sekander
Khan of Bhilsa, who had lately joined the Sultan, once
more revolted and sided with the confederates. Medini
Rao, undismayed by the dangers that encompassed him
on every hand, resolved to bend his chief force, in the
first place, against him whom he regarded as the most
formidable opponent. While he despatched an army
against Sekander Khan, to keep him in check, he him-
self marched to meet Mozeffer Shah, who had now ap-
proached Méndu ; engaged and defeated him, and drove
him back into his own country. Against Sekander of
Bhilsa, his arms were less fortunate; for the general
sent to oppose him having fallen at the close of a suc-
cessful action, Sekander rallied his broken troops, and
totally defeated Mahmid's army, thus deprived of its
leader.*

Medini Rao, on his return from his campaigns against
the troops of Gujrit, neglecting, for the present, Se-
kander Khan, who after his victory had retired to
Sivés, advanced to meet the more important invasion
that threatened him from Chéndéri. The force there
collected was led by his rival Mohdfez Khan, accom-
panied by Muhammed Shah; and was composed of the
disaffected nobles of Mdlwa, and the Delhi auxiliaries.
The hostile armies approached, and lay opposite to each
other, neither party being in haste to bring the contest
to a final issue, by hazarding a decisive battle. At this

* Ferishta, vol. iv. pp. 2538, 254.
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crisis, the prince, Mahsés (Hosheng I1.), who was in
Sultan Mahmdd’s camp, and Sadr Khan, an officer of
great rank and consideration, deserted and joined the
invaders; carrying along with them a large body of
cavalry. By this defection the affairs of Sultan Mahmtd
seemed to be brought to the brink of ruin. Fortunately
for him, however, the general in command of the auxi-
liaries of Delhi, presuming too much upon the value of
his services, and mistaking the feelings of those whom
he came to succour, insisted with Bohjat Khan of Ch4n-
déri, the chief of most influence among the insurgents,
and the real leader of the revolt, that the public prayers
should be read in the name of Sultan Sekander Lodi,
as the supreme sovereign. This he absolutely refused
to admit. Besides such attachment as he may have
had to Muhammed Shah, for whom he was fighting, his
own power, and that of the other confederate nobles,
rested on the weakness of their King; and they were
little disposed, by acknowledging a more powerful
prince, to resign all their own importance. This pro-
duced a coolness, which was followed by Bohjat Khan's
withdrawing himself from the camp of the allies. Sultan
Sekander probably discovered that Malwa was not yet
ready to fall into his hands, and the Delhi auxiliaries
were soon after recalled. In the extremity to which
he, in his turn, was reduced by these losses, Muhammed
Shah, resolving to strike a bold coup-de-main, de-
spatched a strong body of his troops, by a circuitous
route, to surprise Mdndu. But this detachment was
overtaken and defeated ; and Mohafez Khan, who con-
ducted it in person, was slain. In spite of this disaster,
however, Muhammed Shah and Bohjat Khan, who had
again joined him on the retreat of the Delhi troops,
succeeded, by the intervention of Sheikh Oulia, a holy
man, in concluding a peace with Sultan Mahmdd; by
which Raisen, Bhilsa, and Dhamoni were assigned to
Muhammed Shah, as a provision for his support, at the
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Book Iv. same time that a general ammesty was granted to all
his followers ; and Medini Rao was glad thus to be able
to put an end to hostilities, which exhausted the king-
dom and endangered its independent existence.
subsequent  To conclude the history of this little kingdom, some
Moo years after these transactions, Muhammed Shah died,
leaving a son Ahmed Shah. Sultan Ibréhim Lodi, who
had now succeeded his father in the throne of Delhi,
and who professed to be the ally and protector of the
prince, carried him off, and committed the charge of"
his forts to such persons as he supposed to be in his
own interest. When Réna Sénga, the head of the Hindu
interest, advanced to attack Sultan Ibrdhim, the go-
vernor of these strongholds, being much more attached
to the Réjpits than to Delhi, revolted ; and all these
places, with Chindéri and many other towns, fell into
the hands of the Rdna, who bestowed them on his
allies, the leading Réjpit chiefs of Malwa., Raisen
and Bhilsa he gave to Sildh-ed-din; and Chandéri to
Medini Rao.*
Tneriptts L he conclusion of a peace, and the discomfiture of
el the Musulman confederacy, had left Medini Rao and
the Réjpiits all-powerful at the court of Malwa. They
filled the principal offices with their dependents; the
royal guards were composed entirely of R4jptits. An
unsuccessful attempt made to secure Méndu for the
Muhammedan interest by revolt, gave a colour for re-
moving the few Moslems who still continued to hold
any charge of importance. Except the personal ser-
vants of the king, about twenty in number }, few were
Mamia  left in any situation of trust. The king either taking
thamwt?  gn alarm at these proceedings, or wrought upon by
misal.  the complaints and representations of the discontented
Musulmans about his person, resolved for once to act
with vigour and to dismiss his Rdjput troops. This

* Ferishta, vol. iv. p. 256. says, two hundred.
+ Tabakéat-i-Akberi.  Ferishta
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would have been no easy task even for the ablest prince. cmar.1v.

The mode of doing it adopted by Mahmdd, proved only 5%

his weakness and ignorance. It is ususl, in many

parts of India, when a master discharges a servant of

some consideration, with whom he wishes to part on

friendly terms, to present him, as a mark of his good

will, a little betel-nut and lime wrapped up in a leaf *,

as is dome to a guest when taking leave. As the

Rajpit troops amounted to forty thousand, the king

ordered that number of packets of pdn to be prepared,

and sent in baskets to Medini Rao, that he might pre-

sent them to the troops, and at once dismiss the whole

army. The Rajpits, inflamed at the indignity, called Is discom.

upon Medini Rao to depose Mahmid, and at once to ™**

elevate his own son, the Rdi-Rdian {, to the throne.

The minister, by his influence, contrived to suppress

this mutiny ; but Mahmiid, tired of the restraint under

which he felt himself, and too pusillanimous to resort

to any politic or manly measure,— with dastardly im-

becility attempted, by means of his household servants,

to assassinate Medini Rao and Salbhan, his principal

ministers. Salbhan fell murdered under their blows;

but Medini Rao escaped, severely wounded. No sooner

did the troops hear of this violent: outrage, than they

rushed to the palace, which they attacked; but were

repulsed by the personal bravery of the king and his

immediate attendants; and were once more appeased

by Medini Rao, who was, to appearance, again received

into favour.; Mahmtd, however, not long after, con-

trived to escape from the palace, with but a few atten- Escapes to

dants; and made good his way into Gujrat. Gujrét.
From Gujrdt, he soon rcturned, accompanied by = 923

Mozeffer Shah, then king of the country, at the head of ™ )

a powerful army. Medini Rao, though deprived of

that authority which in monarchical countries attends

* Pén.supéri. 1 Tabakét-i-Akberi, f. 458.; Fe-
% Rai of Rais. rishta, vol. iv. p. 257.
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Book 1v. the name of king, took active measures to sustain his
cause. He left his son to defend Mé4ndu, and himself
hastened to meet the invaders in the field ; but, soon
finding himself too weak to oppose the army of the two
His restor- kings, with any hopes of success, he retreated; and,
o having reinforced the garrison of M4ndu, proceeded to
Cheitdr, to solicit succour from Réna Sénga, at that
an 934 period the chief of the R4jpht race. The allied sove-
T his. Teigns, advancing, took Dhér; and then besieged Msn-
Feb. 24.  du, which, in the course of a few days, surrendered on
terms ; but the terms were broken by the besiegers, the
place attacked and carried by surprise, and nineteen
thousand R4jpits, without discrimination of age or sex,
are said to have perished,—numbers falling in the jékar
or voluntary massacre, by which the sack of the place
was accompanied.* Mozeffer Shah, having reinstated
Sultan Mahmid in his capital, returned to Gujrit, leav-
ing an auxiliary force behind him under Asof Khan.
But though Sultan Mahmdd was thus restored to his
capital and the adjoining provinces, a large portion of
Malwa was still hostile to him. Medini Rao
Chéndéri and Gagrown ; while Sil4h-ed-din held Bhilsa,
Raisen, and Sarangpit, some of the most important
forts and districts of Malwa. While these chiefs were
nearly independent, or dependant rather on the Rdna
than on Mahmid, their extensive territories could
Expedition hardly be reckoned parts of his kingdom. Sultan
vy, Mahmtd resolved, therefore, to reduce them to obe-
Bépits.  dience; and led his own troops and his Gujrit aux-
iliaries against Gagrown, which he besieged.
Medini Rai, having been joined by R4na Sénga from
Cheittir, advanced with a formidable army to its assis-
tance. On hearing of this movement, Mahmud raised
the siege, and made several days’ march to meet him.
On the last of these days, the Sultan, after a long

* Ferishta makes the siege last which are detailed in the Tabakét-i-
some monthg, and says nothing of  Akberi, ff. 455, 456.
the treachery, the particulars of
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march, came to his ground about seven kos from the
enemy. Réna Sdnga, however, who had heard of his
approach, and who was determined to attack him while
his troops were fatigued and in disorder, mounted and
moved forward. As he approached the camp, he came
upon scattered parties of Mahmid’'s men; but, even
when he had reached the main army, found all in dis-
order, and no regular opposition was attempted. It
could hardly be called a battle. Thirty-two of the
chief nobles of Malwa fell in the contest and rout that
ensued ; as did Asof Khan, and hundreds of the Gujrat
auxiliaries. Sultan Mahmid himself was taken pri-
soner, after an obstinate resistance, in which he re-
ceived several wounds. He was, as we have seen,
generously treated by Rdna Sdnga, and restored to his
kingdom ; partly, perhaps, by the influence of Medini
Rao. But, as Medini Rao, Sildh-ed-din, and Sekander
Khan of Sivéds, besides a number of small chiefs, re-
tained their possessions; and, as Rdna Sénga had him-
self seized upon many districts, insomuch that not
above a tenth part of the kingdom of Malwa remained
in the Sultan’s hands, the revenues of the state were
miserably impaired. Indeed, it was generally believed
that the Réna was restrained from occupying the whole
kingdom only by respect for the power and influence of
Mozeffer Shah.*

But the imprudence of Sultan Mahmid soon involved
him in new dangers. On the death of Mozeffer Shah,
Behdder Shah, after two reigns of only a few months’
duration, succeeded to the throne of Gujrdt; and
Chand Khan, his younger brother, fled to Mandu,
where he was entertained by Mahmud. Attempts
were made to engage in his cause the Emperor Béber,
who, by this time, had gained possession of the throne
of Delhi; and a correspondence was carried on between

* Tab. Akb. f. 457.; Ferishta, iv. p. 262.
VOL. II. D
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Delhi and Mdndu, for that purpose. Information of
this reached Behdder, who smothered his resentment
for the moment, but resolved to take the earliest oppor-
tunity to revenge the injury.

About two years afterwards, Biber himself appeared
on the stage of Malwa. After he had defeated Rana
Sanga, he turned his arms against Medini Rao, the
chief supporter of the Réjpit interest in Malwa; and
took by storm Chdndéri, the seat of his power, with
the slaughter of all its defenders, and of that eminent
man himself. He restored it to Ahmed Shah, Mu-
hammed Shah’s son, whose cause he affected to espouse,
leaving a “ governor over him.” It was the Emperor’s
intention to have followed up his success by reducing
Bhilsa, Raisen and Sarangpir, the Chiefship of Sildh-
ed-din, and then to have marched to Cheittir to attack
the Réna in his capital ; but this plan he was forced to
abandon, by insurrections, which made his presence
necessary in the eastern provinces.*

At this period, Réna Sénga died, and was succeeded
by his son Réna Ruttonsi. Sultan Mahmid, thinking
this a favourable opportunity to recover what he had
lost, with that spirit of restless incapacity which marked
his character, sent an army to attack and plunder the
new Rana’s territories. Ruttonsi, in revenge of this
injury, marched into his dominions; upon which the
Sultan advanced from Sarangpir to oppose him. Here
he summoned to his standard Sildh-ed-din (with whom
he had, a few years before, been at war; and whom he
had even deprived of Sarangpiir) and Moyin Khan, the
adopted son of the late Sekander Khan of Sivds. He
now, when too late, attempted to conciliate these chiefs.

- On Moyin Khan he conferred the title of Masnad Khan,

and presented him with a scarlet pavilion; to Sildh-
ed-din he gave some additional villages, near his various

* Béber's Mem. p. 377, 378.
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confidence ; and these noblemen, — believing that the
favours conferred upon them were intended to serve a
present purpose, while his hatred was in nothing
abated, and that they had every thing to apprehend
from his intrigues, — soon after left his camp and joined
the R4na. Meanwhile, Behdder Shah, seizing the op-
portunity for which he had been in wait, of prosecuting
his revenge, had also entered Malwa. The Réna, with
the Malwa chiefs who had joined him, marched towards
the King of Gujrdt, that all might act in concert.
Sultan Mahmid, filled with alarm at this revolt and
double invasion, sent to Behdder Shah, professing his
readiness to wait upon him; but, under various frivolous
pretexts, constantly put off the time of meeting. Be-
hader, at length, aware of his insincerity, pushed on to
Méndu, his capital, into which the Sultan had thrown
himself; and, after a short siege, took it by escalade.
Mahmud fell into his hands, and was at first treated
with respect ; but three days afterwards, on some of-
fence, real or pretended, Behdder Shah proclaimed him-
self King of Malwa; and next day sent off the Sultan,
in chains, with twenty of his sons, under an escort of
an hundred horse, to be confined in the hill-fort of
Champanir. But the escort that attended him being
attacked, near Dokad, during the night by a party of
Bhils, he was put to death by his guard, to prevent a
rescue. This event occurred only three months after
Humédyun had mounted the throne.*

® Ferishta, in the History of
Malwa, (vol. iv. p. 868.) fixes the
date of the storming of Méndu, on
the 9 Shabén, 4. m. 982, (22 May,
A.p. 1526). This can hardly be
correct, as Béber, (Mem. p. 376.) in
Moharrem 934, (Jan. 1528), speaks
of Sultan Mahmiid as still in Méndu.
The real date is probably a. u. 987,
Sbibin 9, (a.p. 1531, March 8),

that assigned in the Tabakdte Ak-
beri, and by Ferishta in the History
of Gujrat (vol. iv. p. 115.). In the
History of Kéndesh (vol.iv. p. 810.),
Ferishta seems to place the reduction
of Méndu, and, consequently, the
death of Sultan Mahmid, in a. u.
989 (a.p. 1582-8). The Mirit-i~
Ahmedi (Bird'stransl. p.238.) makes
the escalade of Méandu take place

p 2
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Bcehider Shah and Réna Ruttonsi now overran all
Malwa. The capital, with the western and northern
provinces, Behdder added to his dominions. The Réna,
on the other hand, seems to have added little to his own
immediate territories; but the Malwa lords, who had
espoused his interest, and who, for some time before,
had acknowledged his authority, he confirmed in the
possession of Réisen, Rantambér, Sarangpiir, and several
other extensive districts.

The ambition of Behdder, nourished by success, was
not to be restrained by conventions and treaties.
Sildh-ed-din or Silhddi was too powerful a subject not
to be viewed with jealousy ; and he determined to ruin
him. That chieftain’s son, who was in Behdder’s camp,
was sent to invite his father to wait upon the King,
who wished to consult with him before returning to
Gujrat.* The R4jpit, leaving his son in Ujein, met
Behéder Shah near Dhér. That prince entered the
fort, accompanied only by Silh4di, whom he there
treacherously seized, with the two Ré&jpits by whom
the chief was attended. One of them, laying his hand
on his dagger, drew it, and prepared for resistance.
“ Forbear,” said the chief, “ it is me whom you are
killing.” ¢ ’'Twas in your defence it was drawn,” said
his faithful follower ; “ but, since my act endangers you,
thus I slay myself, and escape the misery of seeing you
a prisoner.” With these words, he inflicted on himself
several mortal wounds, “ and so,” says the Musulman
historian, ¢ went to hell.” Behdder’s pretext for this out-
rage, and for his quarrel with Sildh-ed-din, was that the
pagan had in his seraglio several Muhammedan women,
and even some ladies of the haram of a deceased Sultan.

20 Shabén, (a. . 987) and the
surrender of Mahmud Shah follow,

12 Moharrem, a. . 938, (26 Aug.

1581). Ferishta makes him killed
five days after the escalade (14
Shébén). The Tabakite Akberi

makes his death occur on the Sheb-e-
Berat (15 Shébin) one day later,
f. 459. Instead of twenty sons,
Ferishta gives him seven.

* Tabakéte Akberi, ff. 301. 459. ;
Biber's Mem. pp. 312. 876.
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The King, after getting Sildh-ed-din into his power,
entered his domlmons, and, with little opposition,
gained possession of Ujein, Sarangplir, and Bhilsa. He
finally besieged the brother and one of the sons of that
chief in the strong fort of Raisen, which contained also
his wives and family, and, after a long siege, reduced
it to the greatest distress.

Silh4di, though in captivity, and even, it is said, com-
pelled to renounce his own religion for the Moslem creed,
most keenly sympathised with his afflicted subjects.
Seeing no prospect of relief from an army sent to his
assistance by Rdna Ruttonsi, a prince far inferior in all
respects to his illustrious father, and in which his own
son Bhopat served with the shattered remains of his
force, was compelled to seck relief in submission or
despair. A capitulation was at length entered into, on
condition that the fort was to be given up, but that the
lives, liberties, and honour of all who were in it should
be respected, and that Sil4h-ed-din was to be set at large.
That chieftain asked permission to enter the fort for the
purpose of bringing out the females of his household, in
terms of the treaty. Here he had to sustain the re-
proaches of his wife, Durgiwati, a daughter of Réna
Sénga, who, distrusting any Moslem promises, declared
her resolution to die free and unblemished, and con-
cluded her invectives by setting fire to a pile that she
had reared, which consumed in its flames the palace
and seven hundred beautiful females that were in the
haram. Sil4h-ed-din himself, stung to madness, put on
his armour, and, accompanied by his brother, rushed
out with their devoted followers, and died the death of
R4jpats. Behdder bestowed Rdisen, with Bhilsa and
Chandéri, on Alem Khan Jildl-Khan Jigat®, a noble-

® The Mirite Ahmedi calls him the beginning of his brother Sultan
Sultan Alem Lodi. He seems to lbrihim’s reign. See also Baber's
have been the son of a Sultan Jilal- Mem. pp. 34Y. 335.
khan, who aspired to the throne in
p3
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Book 1v. man, who had lately held the government of Kalpi,
under Baber; but who had subsequently fled from that
place, and renounced his allegiance.* Having thus
strengthened his power in Malwa, Behéder returned in
triumph to his hereditary dominions.

Besides his conquests in Malwa, Behédder Shah had

Further

succemesofextraordinary success in other quarters. He marched
Shah, through the territories of his nephew, Miran Muhammed
Ax . Khan, the prince of Kandesh, to succour Iméd-ul-Mulk,
the King of Berar, when attacked by the kings of Beder
and Ahmednagart; and, driving the invaders- before
him, advanced by Jélna to Doulaldbdd. He compelled
Burhén Nizém Shah to acknowledge him as King of
Ahmednagar, as well a8 Gujrat; and to read the public
a.n. 939, prayers in his name. He gained some important ad-
g1 vantages over the Portuguese, who infested his domi-

nions. He was fond of state, and affected much pomp
and splendour, both in his court and camp. His armies
were numerous, and the Prince of Kandesh, and the
King of Berdr, served in them with their auxiliaries;
a8 did the legitimate Prince of Malwa, who was allowed
or compelled to attend his court.}

* Biber's Mem. p. 878.; Fe-
rishta, vol. iv. pp. 270. 118.

t Brigge's lgerishu, vol. dii. p.
489. ; vol iv. p. 112.

1 The greater part of the pre-
ceding narrative is from the Taba-
kéte Akberi, ff. 889—392. Fe-
rishta, Hist. of Gujrdt, vol. iv.
pp- 1—123.; Hist. of Malwa, Ibid.
pp- 167—269. ; Hist. of Kandesh,

Ibid. p. 810., corrected by a few
short notices in Béber’'s Memoirs.

It may be remarked, that the
different histories of Ferishta vary
from each other in several par-
ticulars, especially in the chronology.
In each, he probably followed the
historian of the particular dynasty
whose anuals he was writing,
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SECTION II.
CONQUEST OF MALWA BY HUMAYUN.

RELATIONS OF GUJRAT AND CHEITUR. — SUCCESSES OF BEHADER
SHAH IN MALWA AND RAJPUTANA.—HE FORMS A LEAGUE AGAINST
HUMAYUR. — JOINED BY SULTAN ALA-ED-DIN LODI AND HIS BON,
TATAR KHAN LODI— AND BY MUHAMMED ZEMAN MfRZA. —HU- o
MAYUN REMONSTRATES WITHOUT EFFECT. — OPERATIONS OF THE
ALLIES.— THEIR ENTIRE DEFEAT.— HUMAYUN INVADES MALWA.—
STORM AND BACK OF CHEITUR BY BEHADER SHAH.—THE ARMIES
OF HUMAYUN AND BEHADER MEET AT MANDSUR.— THE LATTER
ENTRENCH THEMSELVES. —DISTRESS IN BEHADER'S CAMP.— FLIGHT
OF THE KING—HIS TROOPS PLUNDERED AND PURSUED.—INVEST-
MENT OF MANDU. — DESORIPTION OF THAT CAPITAL. — OVERTURES
OF BEHADER.— MANDU ESCALADED.— BEHADER ESCAPES TO GUJRAT,
—MANDU PLUNDERED BY THE IMPERIALISTS.— HUMAYUN SUPREME
IN MALWA.

THE destruction of the kingdom of Malws, as an inde- CHAP. 1L
pendent state, entirely changed the political relations
which had subsisted between the rulers of Gujrdt and gensee of
Cheitér. Formerly, they were often allies; hencefor- cCheitir.
ward, they of necessity became direct rivals. The spoils

and provinces of that extensive country were the prize

for which both contended. In this contest, the means

which they employed to attain their objects were diffe-

rent. The King endeavoured to occupy the country

directly by his own troops; the Rdna, to secure an

ascendency by the intervention of chieftains of great
» 4
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local influence. The wealth and commercial prosperity
of Gujrét enabled Behdder Shah to bring into the field
a large regular army and a powerful artillery; the
Réna’s gallant followers were ever prepared to sacrifice
their lives for their chief or their tribe, in the day of
battle, but they had no means of keeping the field for
any great length of time, or of securing permanently
such conquests as they made. A battle being gained,
or a city stormed and pillaged, they were eager to
return to their homes, with their glory and their plun-
der. The constitution of the R4jput states, a con-
federacy of tribes or of little chieftains, was little suited
for retaining distant possessions.

The attack of Behdder Shah on Sildh-ed-din had
brought the Réna into the field, in his defence. But
the R4jpit army were no longer directed by a warrior
like Rdna Sdnga. Réna Ruttonsi, after a short reign,
had yielded the sword of command to his brother Biker-
m4jit.* This impolitic prince, having disgusted the
chiefs, who formed the strength of his armies, could
offer but an imperfect resistance to the attack of Be-
hdder; who now, flushed with victory, invaded his
territories, year after year. In the summer after the
death of Sildh-ed-din, following up his success, he re-
duced the important fortress of Gdgrown, and sent an
army to besiege Rantambér. Though compelled to
hasten back to Diu, to check the encroachments of the
Portuguese on his coasts, he next season returned to
Malwa ; marched victorious through its provinces; and,
not only wrested from his rival the couquests made by
Réna Sénga in that kingdom, but even advanced into
the Rédna’s hereditary dominions, and besieged him in

* The period of
Rut:tonsi, alt):l acceuio:h:f g:lz?m:f 'llle::::‘mi aAr:igS ‘:)li? r{.;\}e yI;::-l.' ::.l: ::
jit, is not well known, The Musul-  he ascended the masnad in A. H.
man historians do not fix it; and 934, his death may be placed a. u.

the chronolagy of the R4jpits them- 939,
selves is in general extremely erro-
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Cheitur itself. We have seen, that, in spite of the
march of the Emperor Humdyun, as far as Gudliér, to
his assistance, the Rdna was compelled ignominiously
to purchase, at a high price, the retreat of the King of
Gujrat.

These continued successes added fuel to the naturally
ambitious temper of Behdder. He and Hum4yun had
now become neighbours, and the events of the last
campaign had shown that they must inevitably soon
come to a collision. The King of Gujrit, indignant
that his prey should have been wrested from him,
looked round for means to occupy and injure the Em-
peror ; and they were not wanting.

Many Afghdn Amirs, and other refugees from Delhi
and the eastern provinces, who had been driven into
exile by the successes of Baber, had fled to his court
for shelter. Sultan Behdder, who had himself been a
fugitive from Gujrdt at the time of Béber’s invasion,
and who had spent some time in exile at the court of
Sultan Ibrdhim Lodi, as well as at Judnpir, stood in
too great awe of the late Emperor to hazard any hostile
proceedings during his lifetime. But after the succes-
sion of Humayun, he was incessantly urged by Tatér
Khan Lodi, and other fugitives from what had been the
Afghén, and were now the imperial, dominions, to lend
them even a moderate aid ; as they boasted, with that,
to be able, if not to exterminate the Chaghatdi invaders,
at least to drive them back beyond the Indus. We
have seen that Sultan Al4-ed-din Lodi, the father of
T4tar Khan, the uncle of the late Sultan lbrdhim, and
twice an unsuccessful competitor for the throne of
Delhi, had been sent by Béber to be imprisoned in the
distant fort of Kila-Zefer, in Badakhshdn®, for reasons
unknown, but probably for the crime of being danger-
ous from his birth and his pretensions. Having escaped

* Akbernama, f. 37. MS. B. f. 74.
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from custody, by the assistance of some Afghin mer-
chants, he found his way in disguise, through many
perils, across the Afghdn country and Baluchistén, to
the court of Gujrat. Behdder, who had long resisted
the solicitations of the exiles, at last, prompted by what
he regarded as his own wrongs, yielded to their impor-
tunity ; and, entering into their views, began to make
preparations for an attack on Humdyun. He secretly
employed considerable sums in drawing off the adhe-
rents of his rival, and received, with distinguished
favour, the refugees from Agra, who flocked to his
court.

It was about this period that Muhammed Zemén
Mirza, having escaped from Biéna, arrived in his camp®,
with his keeper, Yddgir Taghdi Beg, whom he had
seduced to accompany him in his flight. Behéder Shah,
situated as he was, and indulging the plans which he
did, regarded the arrival of a prince of his rank and
talents as a fortunate occurrence, and warmly entered
into his animosities. The fugitive confirmed the opinion
given by Tétir Khan, of the ease with which the
Emperor might be expelled. He represented the dis-
cipline of the army as relaxed since the late Emperor's
death ; the troops, as giving themselves up to ease and
luxury; the nobles, as discontented; and both the
native and Afghén chiefs and officers, as only waiting
for an opportunity to revolt.

These proceedings could not escape the notice of
Humd4yun, who called upon Behdder Shah to dismiss
Muhammed Zemén Mirzaf, and the other rebels and

* An instance of Behdder’s luxu-
rious and ostentatious magnificence
is mentioned on this occasion. When
Muhammed Zemén reached Be-
hader’s camp, before Cheitir, he
was suffering from the heat of the
weather. His physicians recom-
mended Gul-kend (candied conserve

of roses) to allay the heat. The
Mirza sent to ask Bebader for a
small quantity, and received forth-
with twenty cart-loads. The King
had been accustomed to have a
spirit distilled from it. Tarikhe-
Bedauni, f. 129.

+ No mention is made of any
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fugitives from the imperial dominions, who were enter- cmar. 1.
tained in his court. This the King of Gujrit declined, ==
on the general ground of that hospitality which all a.».1s34.
princes are accustomed to extend to the distressed. He
adduced the precedent of Sultan Al4-ed-din himself, Sultan
Sekander Lodi’s brother, who, as well as several other
princes of the blood, in circumstances resembling the
present, had found refuge with his predecessor, Mozeffer
Shah, without giving offence to the sovereigns of Delhi.

Huméyun, in return, maintained, that the reception
afforded to the fugitive enemies of his government was
inconsistent with the relations of amity that subsisted
between them, and must lead to dangerous conse-
quences. Hedenied that the case of Ali-ed-din, referred
to, had any similarity to the present; he reminded the
King, with something of a menace, that, unwilling as the
great Taimdr had long been to attack Beyezid * Ilderim,
while he was engaged in war with the infidels of Europe,
and many as were the injuries which on that account
he long bore, yet that his patience was finally exhausted,
when that monarch refused to withdraw his protection
from Kara Ytsef Ttrkomén, and Sultan Ahmed Jeléir,
Taimtr’s rebellious subjects, who had taken refuge with
him. That the consequences were sufficiently well
known. And he insisted, that Behader Shah should
cither deliver up Muhammed Zemén Mirza, or at least
expel him from his dominions. Behéder obstinately
persisted in his refusal.

The demonstration which Humédyun made on the Prepn-
side of Guali4r, during the siege of Cheitiir, was a suf- ntites.

demand to deliver up Sultan Alf-ed- the throne of Delhi, was an Afgh4n
din Lodi; either, because he had of the race of Lodi; the latter, a
not then arrived; or, as is more Chaghatdi prince of the race of
probable, because his situation was Taimir, who had been long in the
different from that of Muhammed imperial service, and had married a
Zemin, and did not in the same sister of the Emperor.

degree justify the Emperor'sdemand. ~ * Called Bajazet by our his-
The former, though a claimant of torians.
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ficiently intelligible indication of what he would have
attempted, had the internal disorders, which occupied
him at home, admitted of his marching beyond the
limits of his own dominions. Behader, offended at the
tone of his rival's remonstrances, now entered heartily
into the views of the exiles, and lent every assistance
in his power to the claims of Sultan Ala-ed-din or Alim
Lodi, who once more put forward his pretensions to
the throne of Delhi. Tétar Khan, Alim's son, who
managed the affairs of his father, urged the King to
declare for him openly ; contending, that the Emperor’s
army, in its present state, would not dare to meet that
of Gujrdt. But Behader was still anxious not to come
prominently forward; and it was, therefore, arranged,
that the intended attack should have only the air of an
unauthorised irruption of the Afghdn refugees, for the
recovery of their former empire; and that the King
himself should not appear to take any share in it. He
privately, however, supplied them with large sums of
money, to enable them to put their army on an effective
footing. The amount stated, probably with some ex-
aggeration, to have been not less than a million sterling *,
was sent to Rantbér, to be employed by Tétar Khan.
Adventurers and exiles flocked to his standard, from
every quarter; and a formidable force was soon ready
to take the field.

An extensive plan of operations was formed, and
vigorously acted upon. Sultan Alé-ed-din Lodi, T4t4r
Khan’s father, led a considerable force t to Kalinger,

* Twenty krér of old Gujrat gold
coin, which Abulfazl (Akbernama,
f. 87.) estimates at double the
currency of his time, or forty kré:s,
This, if reckoned in rupees, would
give forty millions sterling, which
cannot be admitted. If reckoned
in dédms, the current mode of
Treasury computation, it would
amount to one million sterling ; if

in double dims, to two millions.
Briggs’s Ferishta calls the sum three
krérs of rupees, or about three
millions sterling.

t 1 have been sometimes tempted
to believe that this army was com-
manded by Alé-ed-din or Alim Khan
Jilal Khan Jigat, who, we have
seen, now held Raisen, Bhilsa, and
Chéndéri, Abulfazl, however, says
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existing in that quarter, and to threaten, or in case of 5™

success, to invade Behar and the nelghbourmg provinces.
Burhdn-el-mulk Sistani, with a body of Gujrétis, was
directed to march through the northern Réjpit territory
of Nagér, to make a feint of attacking the Penjib ; and
thus to distract attention, and, by spreading alarm, to
prevent any assistance being rendered from that pro-
vince. The real attack, under T4tdr Khan, was to be
made in the line of Agra. Meanwhile, Behdder Shah
himself, under cover of these different forces, proceeded
with the army of Gujrit, as if uninterested in what was
going on around him, to lay siege once more to the
Réjpiit capital, Cheittir, where he would be at hand to
assist and take advantage of the invasion, should it
succeed. Many able men in Behader’s council blamed,
we are told, this disjointed plan of operations; giving
it as their opinion, that it would be much better to keep
the army in a concentrated state; and expressed their
apprehension that the whole proceedings would be
regarded as a breach of peace. But their advice was
not listened to; the King having persuaded himself
that, since the Lodis had undoubted pretensions to the
throne of Delhi, their asserting such claims would be
held to be a matter of their own, and could lead to no

inferences unfavourable to himself. The different "

armies were soon put in motion. Tatdr Khan, who
had increased his troops to forty thousand horse,
Afghins and others, advanced towards Agra®; and,
having by the way attacked and carried Bidna, his
plundering parties extended their ravages to the very
suburbs of the capital.

Humayun, on receiving intelligence of these trans-
actions, gave up, for the present, his expedition against
expressly, that it was Sultan Ali-ed- of Sekander, f. 139.

din, Tatar Khan's father ; and the ® Akbernama, f. 837.; Tabakite
Tirikhe Bed4uni calls lnm the son  Akberi, f. 145.

Opernt.lom
alue:.

Their en-
tire defeat,
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Boox 1v. Bengal and Behdr, and hastened back to Agra. Mean-

oo 1554, While, however, he ordered his brothers, Hindal and
Askeri, his cousin, Yadgir Nésir Mirza, the son of
his late uncle, Ndsir Mirza, and K4sim Husein Sultan,
Uzbek, with eighteen thousand horse, to proceed without
delay to check the invaders; rightly judging, that, if
their grand army was defeated, the others could do
little mischief. When the approach of the imperialists,
inferior as they were in number, became known, the
invading troops were seized with a sudden panic, and
large bodies of them deserted every day and returned
home; insomuch that, in a short time, of this great
army, collected with so much parade and expence, not
more than three thousand * horse remained with Tatar
Kban. That nobleman, indignant at the treachery
of his mercenaries, stung with shame at the result of
his high promises, and defeated in his long-cherished
schemes of ambition, when they seemed on the very eve
of being accomplished, hesitated for some time whether
he should fight or retreat. Impelled, however, by
indignation and despair, he came to a conflict with the
enemy at Mandrdel, where the brave followers who still
adhered to him were routed with great slaughter, and
himself and three hundred of his officers slain. Biina
was soon recovered, without a blow; and the other two
invading armies, on hearing of these calamitous events,
retreated into the territories of Gujrét.

Humiyun  Eager as Humdyun was to repress the disorders that

Invades . . . . . .

Maws,  Were arising in his dominions on the Ganges, and in
Behér, he saw clearly that he could not with safety
leave behind him a victorious prince so formidable as
Behéder Shah, who had shown the worst dispositions,
and whose dominions now approached so near to his
capital. It was evident that, should he proceed to
Bengal, and should Behdder, after reducing Cheitr,

* Ferishta says, ten thousand. rishta, vol. ii. pp. 78, 74.
t Akbernima, f. 37, 38.; Fe-
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avail himself of his absence to occupy Agra, the com- crar. L
munication between the northern and southern parts ™™™
of the imperial dominions would be cut off, and himself

and his army exposed to the danger of being totally de-
stroyed. He determined, therefore, at once to attack

his enemy in the centre of his power ; and, in the middle

of November, A.D. 1534 *, set out for a vigorous cam-

paign. Marching in the direction of Malwa, he soon

arrived near the strong fort of Raisen, on the Betwa.

The governor sent a deputation to meet him, and, in

the Asiatic style, to represent that he and the fortress

were his Majesty’s. Humdyun did not lose time in en-
deavouring to reduce the place; but, accepting the
proffered submission, such as it was, pushed forward,

and was soon encamped at Sarangpir, an important town

on the Kali-Sind, in the very heart of Malwa.

This rapid advance disconcerted Behdder Shah, who Bensder
was still busily, and not unsuccessfully, employed in prared
the siege of Cheitiir. He saw the thin mask, with which
he bhad sought to cover his hostile intentions, rudely
torn away ; and an offended enemy in the centre of his
dominions. His most experienced councillors differed
as to the course proper to be pursued. Some advised
him at once to abandon the siege, which could be re-
sumed at any time, and march to repel the invading
army. On the other hand, Sadr Khan, the most eminent
man of his court, and equally distinguished for his rank
and for his political and military talents, was of a dif-
ferent opinion. He urged, that Cheitir was reduced to
the last extremity, and must soon fall ; that, to quit the
siege now, was not only to lose all the labour which had
been bestowed on it, but to injure the reputation of
their arms ; that besides, the Emperor, sensible of the

* a. m. 941, beginning of Je- paign against the Purebis, or of
midi L (a. . Nov. 1534). It marching from Agra. Akbernima,
seems not very clear whether this MS. B. f. 73. and 5 r.
is the date of his giving up his cam-
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odium which would attend such an interference, would
not attempt directly to interrupt the operations of
Musulmans, engaged in a holy war against infidels.
This opinion prevailed ; the operations of the siege were
pushed on with redoubled fury ; the defences were bat-
tered by the cannon of Rimi Khan, a Turkish engineer,
who was assisted by Portuguese and other European
artillerymen ; and finally, a mine was sprung, which
left a broad and accessible breach. A storm followed,
on the 8th of March, A.p. 1535, when the fort was
carried by assault, in spite of every effort made by the
courage and despair of the Rdjpits. The garrison, see-
ing that all hope was gone, proceeded to put to death
their wives and women, who, on their part, voluntarily
presented their bosoms to the sword, or rushed into the
blazing pyre, to avoid the defilements of slavery, and
to maintain untarnished the honour of their tribe.*
The remaining Ré&jputs, then, clothing themselves in
their yellow-died garments, the well-known sign of
despair and death, sallied out to meet their assailants,
and were cut off to a man. The victors, on entering the
city, found only a heap of ruins and a lifeless solitude.
The booty, which was great, was divided among the
victorious troops.

Behéder Shah had now nothing to detain him from
marching to chastise the invader of his dominions. To
account for the inaction of Humdyun, at this important
crisis, we are told, that, on reaching Sarangpur, and
being informed that it was the opinion of Behdder's
councillors that, as a faithful believer, he would not
attack a prince engaged in a holy war, he declared that
they only did him justice; and immediately ceased

® Akbernima, as above; Ta- who perished in this johér, at
bakite Akberi, ff. 145, 146.; Tod's thirteen thousand ; the loss of the
Rajasthdn, vol. i. pp. 811, 812. Réjputs, in the siege and storm, at
From native authorities, Col. Tod thirty-two thousand, the flower of
estimates the number of women, their tribe.
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from all offensive operations. There was now, however,
an end of this point of honour. On hearing of the fall
of the Rdjpét capital, Humédyun left Ujein, where he
then was, and moved to the northward; while Behdder
Shah, marching to meet him, the two armies soon came
in sight of each other, on the banks of a large tank, near
the town of Mandstr.*

The tents of the army of Gujrét were not all pitched,
and the army itself had not yet come to its ground, when
its advanced pickets were attacked and driven in upon
their centre with some slaughter, by a body of the im-
perial horse. This little incident had an effect on the
spirits of the troops on both sides. T4j Khan and Sadr
Khan, two of Behdder’s most distinguished officers,
strongly urged him, while his troops were still flushed
with their success at Cheitir, and before they had tried
the discipline and vigour of the Tirki warriors, to lead
his men at once to battle, in which they would assuredly
exert themselves gallantly. Ruami Khan, however,
who commanded the artillery, and who had much in-
fluence with the king f, was of a different opinion. He
had with him about three hundred Turkish artillerymen,
besides eighty Portuguese and Franks commanded by a
native Portuguese, named San Jago, who had received
the title of Feringi Khan. Rudmi Khan was an Ottoman
Turk, who had been honoured with the title of Khodé4-
wend Khan. He had learned his art in the Turkish
service, which, about this period, was distinguished for
superiority in the management of heavy artillery. The

® Akbernima, f. 38.; Tabak. very distinct account of any cam-
Akberi, ff. 146. 395. Jouher, (in  paign before that of Bengal ; though,
the original) chap. ii. says, that the ashetells Kémran Mfrza,in Rémzdn,
imperial army halted near Talwar a. m. 960, that he had been nineteen
(or Tilér, or Tisar) ; that Behdder, years in the Emperor's service, he
after taking Cheitar, had directed was probably with him at this time.
his march for Gujrat, but was inter- The Tabakét calls the place Sirsir.
cepted by the Emperor, near Mori, + Lafitau, Hist. des Découvertes

4 town dependent on Burhaupir. des Portugais, vol. i. p. 209. 4to.
Jouher does mot appear to give a

VOL. I1. E
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Book IV. trade of the sea-coast, and the capture of several Por-

+ o 1505, tuguese ships, had furnished the king with an excellent
train, which Rimi Khan pronounced to be second only
to that of the *“ Kaisar of Rim.” He said, that it would
be foolish to throw away their superiority, by renounc-
ing the use of the force in which they most excelled ;
that it would be better to cover themselves by trenches
on all sides; to strengthen their lines by their cars,
waggons and carriages, and to plant their guns so as to
make their position impregnable to the enemy ; that the
Moghuls, as they called the imperialists, with their usual
daring and impetuosity, would soon be seen to gallop
up to the lines, within range of their shot, when they
would be swept off in crowds; that, when they saw
themselves unable to make any impression and begin-
ning to suffer from scarcity, they must, in the end, be
compelled to retreat; that, then was the time for the
royal horse to follow, and cut them off in detail, in their
long retreat, when exhausted and broken as they would
be. Rimi Khan's success at Cheitir, and previously at
Raisen, under circumstances very different from the
present, gave perhaps an undue weight to his opinion;
which prevailed, and was acted upon. For a time,
skirmishes daily ensued, in which the invaders, from
the quality of their troops, had uniformly the advan-
tage; when, however, they followed the flying foe close
to the trenches, they were soon made aware of the risk;
and, as might have been foreseen, ceased to approach
them. *

Becomeds.  Lhe fortified camp of Behdder was, indeed, unassail-

beartened. gble ; but it was in danger of becoming his prison.
The Chaghatdi army had all the advantage of daring
and activity. They soon taught their enemies to dread
them, and showed a decided superiority, not only in
discipline and in close combat, but in more distant

* Tabak. Akberi, ff. 395, 896.
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fighting, from the use of the bow. The Gujrétis, whose cmar. 1L

defensive armour could not resist their powerful arrows,
after some experience of their energy and skill, did
not willingly meet them in the field, and became dis-
pirited ; while the ardour and enterprise of their in-
vaders daily increased.* At this crisis Behdder was
strengthened by the arrival of Sultan Alim, of Kalpi,
with the troops of Raisen and Ch4dndéri.

While the armies thus lay facing each other, it
happened one night that some young officers, who had
met at a drinking party in the Emperor's camp, having
indulged in liberal libations, began to vaunt their
prowess, and to exalt themselves, as nowise inferior to
the heroes of former days. Warmed with their own
boasting, and with the effects of the wine, they armed,
mounted, and, in spite of the efforts made by their
soberer comrades to prevent them, sallied forth, to the
number of about two hundred, to have a dash at the
enemy, and rode right for the hostile camp. When
they had nearly reached it, they chanced to fall in with
a division, under one of the Gujréti generals, who,
on seeing them approach, drew up his men, about four
thousand in number, to receive them. The young
enthusiasts, not deterred by this disparity of force,
charged in amongst them without hesitation. The
Gujrétis, astonished as they were, nevertheless at first
stood their ground, and a short but sharp conflict
ensued ; but, being confounded and daunted by the
unusual energy of the assailants, and numbers of them
falling, they finally gave way, and fled back to their
camp in confusion. In Huméyun’s army this ¢ Com-
bat of Friends,” as it was called, was loudly celebrated,
and an official report} published, in a lofty strain, to
make it generally known; while, in the camp of Be-
héder, it spread equal dismay, so that afterwards few

* Tabak. Akberi, f. 396. + Kérnsma.
B 2

8ger. 11,

The * Com-
bat of
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52

BOOK IV.

A.D, 1535.

Shéwal 1.
April 4.

Distress
in Behé-
der's camp,

HISTORY OF INDIA.

of his troops willingly ventured beyond the protection
of their field works and batteries. On one occasion,
indeed, on the day of the rejoicings for the close of
the Rdmz4n, Muhammed Zemdn Mirza, anxious to
distinguish himself among his new allies, advanced
out of the trenches with about five or six hundred
men, as if to challenge a combat, and was met by a
party from the opposite side. His followers, after
shooting a few arrows, retreated, and contrived to draw
their pursuers within the range of the artillery, which
poured in its fire upon them with terrible effect.

To act upon a plan of operations altogether defensive
and passive, in an entrenched camp, is always dan-
gerous, but, above all, in an open country. It places
every advantage of daring and enterprise in the hands
of an active enemy, and seldom fails to terminate in the
discouragement of the troops who are placed on the de-
fensive, and in their being cut off from all their resources.
The Chaghathi Tirks, having established their ascen-
dency in the field, and not choosing to shatter their
force by throwing themselves on the lowering barri-
cades of the enemy, scoured the country on every side,
cut off all foraging parties, intercepted all supplies of
grain, provisions, and stores, and nearly succeeded in
blocking up the Gujrétis in their position, which was
thus impregnable to no purpose. All the grain and
provender in the neighbourhood was exhausted, and
the Gujrdti troops did not venture out to bring them
from a distance. Scarcity was soon followed by famine.
They were glad to subsist on horse-flesh, and on the
vilest foods. Multitudes of men, as well as horses and
cainels, perished from hunger®; and, in the end, the
army of Behdder:found themselves nearly in the same
condition in which, rather more than two centuries

* Jouher says, that grain sold was not to be had even at that price.
for four and five rupees the sfr, and
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later, the Mahrattas were placed previous to the famous
battle of Panipat.

Extreme as the distress of the Gujritis had now
become, it was not easy to adopt any new plan of
operations. On the other hand, it being announced
to the Emperor that a fortunate day was at hand, he
resolved to attempt a general assault. But the misery
of the enemy had already reached its height. Behdder,
in despair of being able, by any active exertion of his
dispirited troops, to extricate himself from his un-
happy situation, resolved to break up his camp, and to
consult his safety by flight. On the 24th and 25th of
April, accompanied by his nephew, Mir4dn Muhammed
Khan, prince of Kandesh, and afterwards for a short
time King of Gujrat®, Malu Khan, then governor, and
afterwards King of Malwa, under the title of Kéader
Shah, and three or four other confidential friends, in
the last watch of the night, making his way through
a rent in the royal tent, he left the camp unnoticed ;
and, first taking the road to Agra, to elude observation,
soon after turned round towards M4ndu. Sadr Khan,
and Iméd-ul-mulk Khaseh-khail, with twenty thousand
cavalry, set out at the same time for that place by
the direct road, while Muhammed Zeman Mirza, with
another body of men, took the road of Lahir, to
attempt to excite revolt in that quarter. The heavy
artillery, having been loaded and crammed with powder,
were burst.

Huméyun, who had intended early next morning to
make his attack, hearing a continued noise, accom-
panied with an occasional discharge as of great guns
in the enemy’s lines during the night, and ignorant of
the cause, thought it probable that a general attack
upon his camp was intended. He stood, with a body

* Briggs's Ferishta, vol. iv. pp. Mobérek Khan. (Did he afterwards
127, 128. The same author, vol. ii. assume that name ?)
p- 76., calls the ruler of Kandesh,
» 3
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Boox Iv. of thirty thousand cavalry, mounted and in arms,

oo 1535, Teady for battle.

All night long the alarm, confusion,
shouting, and uproar in the Gujrati camp, mixed with
discharge of artillery, continued. When at length the
departure of the King became known to his army, it
immediately broke up and dispersed ; but it was only
in the course of the first morning watch that the
Emperor learned the real state of things, accompanied
with the information that Behidder Shah had dis-
appeared. Upon this the imperial army burst into the
deserted camp, and a general pillage ensued. Property
of every description, baggage, horses, and elephants,
fell into the hands of the soldiers. Many, of all ranks,
were made prisoners. Humdyun, pursuing his advan-
tage, not only dispatched a large force, under Yadgar
Nésir Mirza, to follow the flying enemy, but himself
set out soon after with a body of horse, and hotly
urged the pursuit. The Gujrdti cavalry, under Sadr
Khan and Imdd-ul-mulk, seem to have made

their retreat, bravely fighting and closely followed by
the Emperor, with three or four thousand horse, all
the way to the very gates of Mandu, which they
succeeded in entering, though not without great loss.
Behédder Shah, by taking bye-roads, and passing through

a wild and unfrequented country, also reached M4dndu.*

* Akbernfma, f. 88.; Tabak.
Akb. ff. 146. 395, 896. ; Ferishta,
vol. ii. p. 76.; vol iv. p. 127.;
Kh4f Khan, &c. There are some
differences among historians regard-
ing the flight of Behader. Ferishta,
ii. 76. says, that Sadr Jehfn Khan
was one of the five who accompanied
him. The Tabakite Akberi also
says, that he was attended by five
Amirs of note. The Muntekhib-
ul-Towérikh (ap. Briggs, iv. p. 128.
note) says, that he was accompanied
by a guard of an hundred officers.
Khiafi Khan makes him attended,

in his retreat, by Sadr Khan and
four thousand horse ; and, after the
surrender of Méndu, introduces Hu-
méyun complimenting Sadr Khan
upon the gallantry with which, in
the flight, he had twice extricated
his sovereign from his pursuers, by
his personal exertions; on one of
which occasions, Huméyun himself
had nearly engaged the King hand
to hand. Ferishta, too, alludes to
the same circumstance, vol. ii. p. 77.
This supposes that Behéder, after
leaving the camp, joined Sadr Khan's
force, which is probable. The Ak-
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The place was closely invested by the Emperor, who
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fixed his head-quarters at the adjoining village of 5= !'*

Nélcha.*

Among the numbers who entered the imperial ser-
vice after the victory of Mandsfir, one of the first was
Rtimi Khan, who, probably on no better grounds than
the want of success that had attended his advice, was
accused of having betrayed his master, in the late
operations, by a secret understanding with the enemy.
According to one account, Behdder, before setting out
from Méndstr, ordered one of his officers to put him
to death ; but the man, who had formerly received some
favours from the Khan, gave him private notice of his
danger, so that he escaped to the hostile camp, where
he was well received, and immediately employed.f

Méndu, at that time the capital of Malwa, is a place
of great strength. * The site of Méndu,” says Sir
John Malcolm, “was very inviting. The space chosen
by Hosheng Shah for his future capital is thirty-seven
miles in circumference. It extends along the crest
of the Vindhya range about eight miles, and is parted
from the table-land of Malwa, with which it is upon
a level, by an abrupt and rugged valley of unequal
depth, but nowhere less than two hundred feet, and

generally from three to four hundred yards in breadth.
- On the brink of this valley ” “and on the summit
of the ridge of the Vindhya mountains, which form
the southern face of Mdndu, a wall of cousiderable
height was built, which, added to the natural strength
of the ground, made it unassailable by any but a
regular attack.}

After Behédder Shah had been a few days in the
place, he proposed a conference, offering, as the basis
of a treaty, to give up Méndu, with all its depen-
bernima and Tabakét are chiefly t Lafitau, Hist. &c. vol.i. p. 212.
followed in the text, 1 Malcolm’s Central India, vol. i.

* Khiafi Khan, MS; A. f. 43. P- 29.
4
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Book 1v. dencies,—that is, the kingdom of Malwa,— reserving
oo 1535 to himself Gujrdt and Cheitdr. The proposal was

MAndu
escaladed.

Behéder
escapes to
Gujrét.

accepted ; and Sadr Khan, on the part of Behdder, and
Mouléna Muhammed Bergholi, on the part of Hum4yun,
accordingly met®, and proceeded to arrange the defi-
nitive articles. Meanwhile, the garrison being thrown
off their guard, relaxed in their watchfulness. Late
at night, about two hundred of the imperial troops,
taking advantage of the circumstance, applied scaling-
ladders to a remote part of the walls, which they
mounted. Having assisted their comrades by ropes to
gain the top of the works, they next let themselves
down into the town, and took possession of the nearest
gate, which they opened to their countrymem, who
rushed in in considerable numbers.

No sooner did the news of this irruption reach Milu
Khan, who had charge of the works }, than, mounting
the first horse he could find, he galloped off to give the
alarm to Behdder Shah, then fast asleep. The King,
starting up at the sound of Milu Khan’s voice, between
sleeping and waking, took to flight, with only two or
three attendants. As he proceeded through the town,
he was joined by Bhopat Rai, the son of the late Sil-
hédi, and one of the leading chieftains of Malwa, who
overtook him, with about twenty horse. They had
reached the Esplanade gate , which seems to have led
into the citadel, when they met about two hundred of
Humayun’s cavalry. Behéder Shah, without hesitation,
bravely charged into the midst of them, and was fol-
lowed by all his little party. He succeeded in breaking
through ; and, accompanied by Milu Khan and one other
attendant, entered the fort of Séngar, the citadel of

® The conferences were held at called governor of Malwa; but there
a place called NVili Sabil (the blue seems reason to believe that he was
road). nominally prince or Wili of Malwa,

+ It is not perfectly clear what under the overbearing protection of

character Milu Khan bore, in the Behader.
court of Behader. He is sometimes 1 Derwazeh, Sire Meidan,
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Mandu. He did not venture, however, to prolong his
stay there. Having had his horses, with much difficulty,
hoisted by ropes over the wall, during the night, and
himself descending the precipice that surrounds it, he
finally, with excessive toil and danger, gained the
high road to Gujrat. An Uzbek, formerly in his ser-
vice, who had deserted to the enemy, and was stationed
near the fort, recognised him in his flight*; and in-
formed the officer in command that he had certainly seen
the King; but this information was not believed, or
acted upon; so that Beh4dder was not pursued; and,
before he reached the fort of Champanir, about fifteen
hundred men had joined him.

The escalade of Méndu by Humdyun’s troops being
wholly unexpected on both sides, no intelligence of it
reached the Emperor at Nalcha that night, nor till near
eight o'clock next morning. When informed of what
was going forward, he flew to the Delhi gatet, by
which he entered. Here he found the combat still
maintained, in the streets ; and Sadr Khan, though
wounded, gallantly keeping his ground near the gate
of his house. In this obstinate defence he persisted,
till some of his officers, seeing the hopeless nature of
his resistance, seized the reins of his horse and led him
away to Séngar, into which many of the troops that
had escaped from Méndu also threw themselves. For
three whole days, the victorious army was incessantly
employed in plundering the houses of this fine town,
before a stop was put to their rapacity.

The Emperor, eager to pursue his flying enemy, in-

® Jouher says, that he escaped
through the trenches of Hindu Beg,
by his connivance. But, as Hindu
Beg afterwards quarrelled with Bi-
ram Khan and his party, the oc-
casional charges made against him,
by their adherents, are to be re-
ceived with caution. Abulfazl, with

more probability, affirms that the
Uzbek made his report to his su-
perior, Késim Husein Khan, who
who was himself an Uzbek, and who
commanded in that quarter.

t+ The gate by which Behader
entered was the Choli-Mheisur gate.
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vited the garrison of the citadel to surrender. Sadr
Khan and Alim Khan* of Kalpi were the principal
officers in the place; and, from necessity, entered into
8 negotiation. After some delay, arising chiefly from
apprehension of the Emperor’s resentment, a capitula-
tion was concluded, and the fort surrendered, on condi-
tion of quarter to the garrison. Sadr Khan was re-
ceived with much courtesy, applauded for his fidelity
to his sovereign in his reverse of fortune, and for his
distinguished gallantry, and honoured with the Em-
peror’s friendship; while Alim Khan was treated with
great severity, being mutilated, by having his foot cut
off, as a deserter from the imperial service. The reduc-
tion of Mdndu put Hum4yun in possession of the whole
open country of Malwa, which he thus in some measure
conquered, by a single blow.

® There were two Alim Khans,
Alim Khan Lodi, the brother of
Sultan Sekander Lodi, and Alim
Khan Jigat of Kalpi, apparently the
son of Jildl Khan, the brother and
rival of Sultan Ibrdhim Lodi. The
taken in Méndu, I suppose

to have been the latter. Yet there
is considerable uncertainty. Abul-
fazl, in Akberndma, ff. 88, 89., and
the Tabakéte Akberi, ff. 146. 396.,
call this person Sultan Alim Khan.
The Térikhe Bedéuni, f. 140., calls
him Sultan Alim Khan Lodi. The
Miréit-e Ahmedi says expressly, that
he was the brother of Sultan Se-
kander Lodi, who had been driven

from Kalpi by Huméyun, and, ac-
companied by twelve thousand horse,
sought an asylum with Sultan Be-
héder. The greatness of the jigir
bestowed on him proves him to
have been a man of no small note.

The expressions used in de-
scribing his punishment are pai
kirdeh rika and pai buridend. Fe-
rishta tells us, that he suffered capi-
tally, vol. iv. p. 128.

We afterwards find a Sultan Alim
Khan, commanding the Gujrati left,
at the battle of MahmGd4béad ; and
in possession of the jagir of Dan-
dika.
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AFFAIRS OF GUJRAT AND MALWA.

SECTION III
CONQUEST OF GUJRAT BY HUMAYUN.

HUMAYUN ADVANCES TO GUJRAT.— BEHADER FLIES TO DIU.— NIGHT
ATTACE ON THE IMPERIAL CAMP.— HUMAYUN GIVES OVER CAMBAY
TO PILLAGE.— DESCRIPTION OF CHAMPANIR, — IT 18 CAPTURED BY
ESCALADE.—THE GOVERNOR, EKHTIAR KHAN.—MASSACRE OF THE
GARRISON — AND IMMENSE BOOTY. — INDOLENCE AND REVELS OF
HUMAYUN — AND THEIR CONSEQUENCES. — DEMONSTRATION IN
HUMAYUR'S FPAVOUR FROM BIND.— SHAH HASAN ADVANCES TO-
WARDS PATAN AND MABMUDABAD. — HE RETREATS.— BEHADER
SHAH AT DIU. — NEGOTIATES WITH THE PORTUGUESE.— ANARCHY
IN GUJRAT. — BEHADER DEPUTES IMAD-UL-MGLK TO COLLECT THE
REVENUES. — RAPID INCREASE OF MMAD’S FORCE. — HUMAYUN
MARCHES AGAINST HIM. — HIS ADVANCED GUARD SURPRISED. — HE
DEFEATS IMAD, —HUMAYUN AT AHMEDABAD.— ARRANGEMENTS FOR
THE GOVERNMENT OF GUJRAT. — ADVICE OF HINDG BEG. —
ALARMING INTELLIGENCE FROM AGRA — AND FROM MALWA, —
HUMAYUN RETURNS TO MINDU.— TRANQUILLIZATION OF MALWA.

THaE destruction of the combined armies of Gujrdt and
Malwa, in the trenches of Mandsir; the possession of
Méndu; and the disappearance of every armed force
that could oppose him in Malwa, encouraged Huméyun
to pursue his success, and to follow Behader Shah into
his own country. Only three days after the fall of the
citadel, the Emperor, with ten thousand cavalry,
hastened by forced marches towards Gujrat, ordenng
the rest of his army to follow without delay.

CHAP. IT.
Sxer. 111
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Gujrét,
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When he arrived at Champanir, he encamped at Iméd-
ul-mulk’s tank, opposite the Pipli gate. Behdder, who
had put the fort in a condition to stand a long siege,
and had sent away the crown and state jewels with a
quantity of treasure to Diu, no sooner heard of his
arrival, than, giving his final instructions for its defence,
he left the town by another gate near the Leshker
Taléo, and fled for Cambay.* Before setting out, how-
ever, the large town of Muhammedéb4d-Champanir,
situated under the hill on which the fort stands, was
set on fire by his orders or with his connivance. Hu-
mdyun’s troops entered in time to assist in extinguish-
ing the flames. The Emperor, eager to have Behdder
Shah in his power, leaving Mir Hindi Beg with the
bulk of his force to invest the citadel, himself set out,
attended only by a thousand horse, in pursuit of the
flying prince. Behdder no sooner reached Cambay,
where a hundred war-grabs, which he had built for the
purpose of combating the Portuguese, were stationed,
than, setting them all on fire to prevent their falling
into the hands of his enemies, he renewed his flight,
proceeding towards Diu. The same day on which he
left Cambay, Humdyun arrived ; and then, says his his-
torian, for the first time, “ encamped on the shore of
the salt sea,” which none of his ancestors had ever
seen. He sent on a party to overtake the Sultan ; who,
however, made good his entrance into Diu. His pur-
suers returned back with a rich booty, collected in the
neighbourhood of that city }; and thus, says Abulfazl,
was the conquest of Mandu and Gujrét accomplished, in
the course of this year.

¢ Kambiit.

+ The Akbernéma, f. 89.; Ta-
bakite Akberi, f. 146.; Tarikhe
Bedéuni, f. 140.; and Khafi Khan,
make Behdder fly, and Humdiyun
follow, to Ahmedabéd ; the Tabakat
adds, that that city was entered and

plundered by the Emperor’s troops.
It is more probable that Behader,
as reported in the Tab. Akb. f. 396.,
and by Ferishta, fled direcdy to
Cambay, where the Tabakit says,
that he only staid long enough to
get fresh horses, ff. 146. 396. v.
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While Huméyun lay encamped ncar Cambay, with cmar.m.

the diminutive force that he had brought along wit

h Secr. I11.

him, Malek Ahmed L4d and Rakn Datd,—chiefs sub- Night -
ject to Behdder Shah, and who possessed the greatest imperial

influence in the adjoining districts of KolwAra,—seeing ™

that the Emperor was attended by so inconsiderable a
number of troops, and was not apprehensive of any at-
tack, pointed out to the rude Kéli and Gow4r chiefs
in the neighbourhood, how favourable the moment was
for surprising and plundering his camp; and easily in-
duced them to concert measures for a night attack.
This could hardly have failed of success, but for an
unforeseen accident. An old woman of one of the
tribes, who became acquainted with the plan, resolved
to turn this knowledge to account. Repairing to the
imperial tent, she told a servant of the household, that
she had some information of most urgent importance,
which she could communicate only to the Emperor’s
private ear. As the woman was steady in her assevera-
tions, and seemed to be an honest and decent person,
her apparently extravagant request was complied with ;
and, being brought before the Emperor, she gave a
clear and detailed account of the plan of an attack,
which was that night to be made upon him. Surprised,
yet doubtful, he questioned her, what motive could have
led her to make a disclosure so injurious to her tribes-
men. The woman told him in reply, that her son had
been seized, and was detained as a slave, by one of his
servants; and that all she wished, in return for the ser-
vice she was now doing his Majesty, was to be able to
deliver her child from captivity; adding, that if her
information was found false, he might inflict any punish-
ment he pleased both on herself and her son. The lad
was sought for and found, and both were placed in
custody. The troops were ordered to be on the alert;
and the Emperor withdrew to a rising ground at a
little distance, to watch the event.
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All was quiet during the night; but just before the

BOOK IV,

oo 10, 48y began to dawn, the Bhils and Gowirs, to the |

Itua. Dumber of five or six thousand, suddenly burst into the

fated.  camp *; and rushed towards the imperial tents, which
they completely plundered ; putting to death all whom
they met. Having succeeded in this, their first object,
they next spread themselves on every side, bearing
down all before them. As soon as the light appeared,
the Emperor led down the troops that were with him,
against the disorderly assailants, whom they found dis-
persed and plundering in every quarter of the camp.
They were soon routed, and pursued in their flight with

Huméyun much slaughter. Humdyun, enraged at this attack, in

g':;;':, which many of his followers fell, issued orders for

pillge.  getting fire to the neighbouring, and probably inno-
cent, town of Cambay, which he gave up to be pillaged
by his followers.

Descripion  From Cambay, Huméayun returned back to Cham-

an. ™ panfr, which he found still blockaded. This important

fortress occupies the upper part of a hill that rises
towering out of the level plain, in the south-eastern
portion of Gujrdt; and is visible over a great part of

® Akberndma, f. 39.; Tabakite
Akberi, f. 147.

This surprise seems to have been
more complete, and the loss sustained
in it greater, than Abulfazl ac-
knowledges ; for, not only was the
camp plundered, but several men of
eminence fell. Jam Firézeh, the
chief of Tatta, who, when driven
from his dominions by the Arghiins,
had joined Behéder Shab, at Baréda,
in A.1. 935, (a.D. 1528), and whose
daughter Behider had married, (Fe-
rishta,iv.110.) was in the Emperor’s
camp, having been made prisoner at
the rout of Mandsir. He was put
to death, on this occasion, by the
persons in whose custody he was,
to prevent his being rescued. The

famous Sadr Khan Gujrat, who
had followed Huméyun, was also
slain.—Akbernéma and Tabekit, as
above. In the plunder of the Em-
peror’s baggage, a number of books,
which the Emperor always carried
with him as the companions of his
leisure, were destroyed or lost.
Among these, Abulfazl particularly
noticesa splendid copy of the Taimur-
nims, or History of the great
Taimiir, written by the pen of Mulla
Sultan Ali, and illuminated by Ustad
Behz4d, a famous painter, ¢ which,”
he adds, * having been recovered,
is now in the imperial library.” It
was probably the Zefer-nama of
Sherf-ed-din Ali Yezdi.
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that rich and populous country.® The fortress is sur- cmap. 1

rounded on several of its sides by steep and nearly per-
pendicular rocks, which, among the natives of India,
have gained it the reputation of being impregnable to
active operations. It had an upper and a lower fort,
the one rising above the other; while the extensive,
and at that time magnificent town of Muhammed4bad-
Champanir, extended on one side along its base. Hu-
mayun, who had caused the place to be invested on his
first arrival there, on his return from Cambay planted
his battering cannon against it, and continued the siege
and blockade; but without apparent effect. The fort
was bravely defended by Ekhtidr Khan, the son of a
K4zi of Neridd, one of the finest districts of the king-
dom. The Khan, an officer of great resolution and
intelligence, and faithful to his prince, vigorously de-
fended the towers and works that were attacked, and
nightly annoyed the besiegers by the fire from his wall-
pieces, and by throwing showers of rockets into their
batteries and camp. He had established a secret un-
derstanding with the wood-cutters and some of the
villagers of the surrounding country, who, tempted by
the high prices given for their supplies, penetrated
through the ravines of the hill, which, being covered
by jungle and thorny plants, were nearly inaccessible
to persons on foot, and totally impervious to horsemen.
These peasants, however, by their acquaintance with
the by-paths of the hill, and by forcing themselves
through the thickets, continued to carry quantities of
grain and oil to the foot of the fort wallt; when the

¢ See Lieut. (now Col) Wm,
Miles's account of this fort in the
Transactions of the Literary Society

of Bombay, vol. i.-
1+ Perishta says (vol. ii. p. 78.)

torian, who afterwards, in the reign
of Sultan Alim Bebéider, was him-
self governor and collector of the
fort and district of Champanfr, and
who consequently knew the place

that this was a needless precaution
on the part of the governor, as the
fort was provisioned for a siege of
some years. Khafi Khan, the his-

well, says, that the fort is by no
means of such strength as to enable
it to stand out against the attack of
an imperisl army ; and he ascribes

8xcr. I1L
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garrison, letting down the price from above by means
of ropes, drew up in exchange such provisions as were
thus supplied.

After the blockade had been thus protracted for up-
wards of four months, Humdyun, who had become
impatient of the delay, while making the circuit of the
place, in order to discover some spot where it might be
possible to attempt an escalade, in passing near the
gardens of the Kdbul suburb, observed a party of these
peasants issue from the wood. Riding up, he began to
question them about their employment in such a place.
They affirmed that they were wood-cutters occupied
with their trade; but as they could produce neither
hatchets nor any other implements of that calling,
reasonable suspicions were excited. The Emperor, ac-
cording to the fashion of the country, instantly com-
manded them to be seized and beaten; assuring them
that the punishment should not cease, till they had
declared the whole truth. Seeing no remedy, they
confessed everything; and, acting as guides, conducted
the Emperor’s party back through the paths by which
they had gained the foot of the fortifications.

The rock, and wall by which it was surmounted,
were found to be sixty or seventy cubits high, and so
steep and smooth, that it was impossible to climb them.
Huméyun, who saw that the garrison entertained no
apprehension of an attack in this quarter, fixed upon it
as a fit place for attempting an escalade. For this
purpose, he ordered seventy or eighty iron spikes to
be made; and, one moonlight night, repairing with a
chosen band of followers to the ground, he caused the
spikes to be driven in to right and left, at the distance
of a cubit above each other, in the face of the hill wall.
This being effected without observation, some of the

the merit of the long resistance time of Humédyun, however, the
which it made, to the skill and attack of fortified places was very
gallantry of Ekhtiar Khan. In the imperfectly understood.
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bravest of the warriors, eager to distinguish themselves
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under the eye of the Emperor, mounted, to the number == ™*

of thirty-nine. The Emperor was next about to ascend,
when Biram Khan besought him to wait till those who
were mounting should be higher up, when the road
would be clear. The Khan himself then began to
ascend ; the Emperor followed, and was the forty-first ®
on the top of the wall. About three hundred men
mounted by this iron ladder, in safety, before day-
break.

‘While this was going forward, the troops which were
stationed in the batteries before the place, had been
ordered to open a cannonade, and to make assaults on
the other side of the fort, so as to draw off the atten-
tion of the enemy. In this they succeeded ; the gar-
rison, ignorant of what was passing behind, were intent
only upon repelling the open and visible attack in front;
and, as the morning dawned, suddenly found themselves
assailed in rear by a shower of arrows. While yet
stunned by this unlooked-for occurrence, the sound of

the kettle-drum and trumpet from behind, announced

that the Emperor himself was among the assailants.
Confounded by the advantage thus unexpectedly gained
over them, and ignorant of the numbers of the enemy
who had effected an entrance, they were struck with
terror, and the escaladers succeeded in seizing a gate f,
by which they admitted the rest of the besiegers.
Ekhtidr Khan, with some of his troops, escaped to the
upper fort, or Ark, where he was again invested ; but
the whole magazines of grain, oil, and other necessaries
being in the lower fort, which had been taken, he was
next day compelled to surrender on promise of quarter.
Besides being a brave soldier, Ekhtidr Khan was emi-
nent for his acquirements in science, especially in
geometry and astrology, and was also a poet, and a

* According to some the fortieth. and Tabakét), Malba (Ferishta).
+ Called Meuliah, (Akbernima

VOL. II. F

Governor
Ekhtifr
Khan.

First week
of Sefer,
July 20-26.



66

HISTORY OF INDIA.

ook 1v. man of letters; qualities, we are told, which had

A. D, 1536.

Manssacre of

the garri-
900,

Immense

booty.

favoured his rise at the court of Behdder, and after-
wards recommended him to the special favour of the
Emperor.* The whole garrison, the governor and his
family excepted, were barbarously put to the sword.
The treasure and property found in Champanir are said
to have been immense. Being, from its situation, re-
garded as impregnable, great quantities of jewels,
precious stuffs, and bales of rich goods of every de-
scription, which had been laid up in it as a place of
security, besides arms, armour, provisions, and warlike
stores fell into the hands of the victors. Much gold and
treasure of former kings of Gujrit were also dug out of
the ground, where they had been hid. ¢ Huméyun,”
says Ferishta, ¢ gave to his officers and soldiers as much
gold, silver, and jewels as could be heaped on their
respective shiclds, proportioning the value to their
rank and merit; and the merchandises and rich cloths
of Rim, Khita and Ferang f, which had been there
collected to a vast amount, were at the same time
plundered by the captors.” }
® Akbernima, MS. f. 40, B.
f. 78, 79.; Tabakéte Akberi, ff.
147. 896. 1 know not whether
“ Amdn” always means an offer of

quarter. In its consequences, it is
often a surrender at discretion.

Khan, came and made his sub-
mission to Huméyun. As he was
supposed to be in the Sultan’s con-
fidence, several of the Emperor's
advisers recommended that he should
be seized and put to the torture, o

t Turkey, China, and Europe.

1 Ferishta, vol. ii. p. 80., copied,
adding what regards the shields,
from the Tabakite Akberi, which
Ferishta often follows, f. 146. See
also, f. 386.

A lively idea of the manner in
which valuable property was some-
times hid, in India, may be gained
from the account given by Jouher
in his Memoirs of Humayan, chap. ii.,
of the discovery of part of the
treasures of Champanir. A few days
after <he fall of the fort, one of Be-
héader Shah’s officers, named Alem

make him discover where the trea-
sures were concealed ; but this the
Emperor would not suffer, as Alem
Khan had come in of his own ac-
cord ; but he allowed him to be in-
vited to a banquet, and there plied
with wine, and interrogated on the
subject. A banquet, accordingly, was
prepared ; and when the good cheer
had produced its natural effects upon
the Khan, he was asked about the
treasure. Alem Khan, gratified by
his reception, replied, that his Ma-
jesty bad only to make the water of
a certain large reservoir be drawn
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After this event, Humdyun, instead of prosecuting
the decisive advantages he had gained, and which
placed the whole kingdom of Gujrdt at his mercy, spent
his time near Champanir, on the banks of the Douriah
tank, in celebrating his successes by sumptuous enter-
tainments, and enjoying the immense wealth that had
fallen into his hands. The long succession of these
festivities withdrew his attention, for a time, from the
cares of state, and the discipline of his troops, which
was gradually relaxed. Neglecting their military duties,
they gave themselves up to those excesses in which rich
and idle soldiers are wont to indulge. His affairs fell
into confusion ; the government of the provinces was
neglected; and, even his own camp became a scene of
uproar and insubordination.

A striking instance of this spirit soon appeared. A
party composed principally of the secretaries, librarians,
armour-bearers, clerks, and others, in the service of the
Emperor and his chief nobles, imitating the example
of their lords, were enjoying themselves in a grand
banquet at the gardens of Hal4l, in the vicinity of the
city. When heated with wine the story recorded of
Taimir in the Zefer-ndma, but borrowed from a much
more ancient fable, was read to them. The great con-

ueror, near the beginning of his career, and in his
days of difficulty, is said to have taken, from each of
his forty companions, two arrows; which, tying in a
bundle, he offered to them to be broken. Each, in suc-

off, when treasure would be found
enough to satisfy the whole army.
This being reported to the Emperor,
be caused a number of buckets and
other vessels to be collected, to empty
the tank. While the people were
thus employed, the Khan remarked,
that there was a much more ex-
peditious mode of doing it. He
made them dig under the tank,
where an outlet or drain was found,

which, being opened, the water
quickly ran off. An immense quan-
tity of treasure was diecovered, and
immediately divided among the army.
The Khan afterwards pointed out a
well, that was found to be filled
with gold and silver, which had
been melted into bars. No part of
this last treasure was given to the
troops.

r2
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BOOK IV. cession, tried in vain. He then presented their own
a0 1536 two to each, who broke them with ease. Whereupon,

with a voice of authority, he drew the moral, and told
them, thas, if they remained united and assisted each
other faithfully, making common cause, no enterprise
was too arducus for them to achieve.

The revellers, as they listened, applied the incident
to their own situation. They counted their party,
which was found to consist, not of forty, but of four
hundred. Flushed with the recent successes and with
wine, they magnanimously resolved to imitate the great
Taimir,—to set up for themselves, and to attempt no
less than the conquest of the Dekhan, at that moment
the grand resort of adventurers. Hurried away by this
heroic resolution, they instantly set out for the south.
Nothing could be more wild than such an attempt,
made by men in their circumstances, in a body, and by
one effort; though many of them were probably per-
sons who, individually, might have successfully aspired
to high eminence. They lived in an age and country
of revolutions; they seem to have been men of some
education ; and every day proved the wonderful su-
periority of the hardy and enterprising men of the
north over the natives of India. Even in the Dekhan,
the principal offices were filled by their countrymen,
of a rank originally not much superior to their own.
But such an enterprize as was in this instance at-
tempted, was an act of madness, and should have been
punished only as a drunken frolic.

Next morning, when the heroes who composed this
chivalrous band were wanted in their various offices,
not one of them was to be found. The cause and di-
rection of their flight, however, became speedily known;
a thousand men were sent in pursuit ; they were over-
taken, and brought back in bonds to the imperial
presence.

The day of the week happened to be a Tuesday,
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when the Emperor, according to the fantastic astro- cmar. 1.

logical fancies, on which at this period of his age he
acted, clothed in red robes, the colour suited to Mars,
the guardian planet of the day, was sitting in state on
the throne of wrath and vengeance. He, too, though
the judge, was probably still labouring under the ef-
fects of his previous excesses. The deserters were
brought it, in small parties ®, and sentence pronounced
on the:rn with a capricious cruelty, embittered by the
levity with which it was accompanied. Some were
trampled to death by elephants, some were beheaded,
some had their ears and noses cut, off, some their fingers
pared away. In the evening, the Imdm, or leader of
the religious service in the mosque, who was a man of
no great understanding, read, according to custom, a
portion of the Kordn, after the first genuflexion. The
chapter that he chose was that which alludes to the
destruction, by the divine wrath, of the masters of the
elephant, who impiously attempted to destroy the temple

of Mekka.
with some allusion to his

* The details of this judgment,
as given by Abulfazl (Akbernima,
f.40.) are very disgusting ; and ex-
hibit the wretched punning pro-
pensity of our James I., but on an
occasion when it is not ridiculous,
but revolting. The sentences pro-
nounced depend on idiomatic Persian
phrases, hardly translateable. ¢ Some
of the culprits,” says he, * having
stretched their head beyond the line
of duty, had their bodies relieved
altogether of the burden of the head ;
some, who, not knowing hand from
Joot, (i. e. foolishly) had struck their
hand in rebellion, were deprived of
both hand and foot ; a band, who,
from self-conceit (khid-bini), had
not lent their ears to the imperial
commands, could find neither eare
nor nose (bini) in their usual place.

It displeased the Emperor, as if chosen

own recent employment ¥ ;

Others, who had touched the limits
of revolt with the tips of their
fingers, were unable any longer to
discover the figure of their fingers,
on their fists,” &c.

4+ This Chapter, CV., entituled
¢ The Elephant,” is a very short
one, and does not seem to contain
much matter of offence. Huméayun
probably referred to himself the
expression of  Master of the
Elephant,” and believed that allusion
was made to such as had recently
been trodden to death.

“In the name of the most
merciful God !

“ Hast thou not seen how the
Lord dealt with the Masters of the
Elephant ? Did he not make their
treacherous design an occasion of
drawing them into error : and send

r3

’

Secr, 111-
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and, when the service was over, he ordered the Imédm
to be trodden to death by an elephant, for charging
him, by insinuation, with tyranny. Mouldna Mu-
hammed Bergholi, a learned and saintly personage,
high in the Emperor’s favour, interceded for the Imédm,
and pleaded that, being an ignorant man, he did not
understand the Koran, and meant no ill. But this in-
terference only further enraged the Emperor, who
vented the passion, with which he was still inflamed,
in reproaches directed against the intercessor himself;
and the sentence was carried into effect. When, how-
ever, Humayun’s rage had somewhat evaporated, and
when he had leisure for cool reflection, he was seized
with the deepest sorrow and remorse, and spent the
ensuing night in tears and lamentations.*

It was, probably, about this time that a demonstra-
tion, for the purpose of favouring Huméyun’s invasion
of Behdder’s territories, was made on the side of Sind.
The Emperor, when he marched to attack Gujrat, wish-
ing to create a diversion in his favour by a formidable
inroad into that kingdom from the north and west,
wrote to Shah Hasan, the ruler of Sind, inviting him to
lead his army towards Patan, there to await farther
orders. With this requisition Shah Hasan complied,
and marched, with a considerable force, from Nasirpir
on the Indus, by way of Idphal, towards Patan in Guj-
r4t. Khizer Khan, who was governor of Patan-Nehr-
wila, for Behdder, on hearing of his approach, being
resolved to make a vigorous defence, directed all the
neighbouring cattle to be driven within the inclosure of
the town. As soon as Sultan Mahmid Khan Bhekeri,
who commanded the advance of the Sind army, and
plundered the country and the villages as he marched
along, had arrived, with five hundred cavalry, within
about seven kos of the town, he encamped. At the

against them flocks of birds, which leaves of corn, eaten by cattle ? *
cast down upon them stones of baked * Akbernéima, f. 40,
clay ; and rendered them like the
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same time, he sent a message to the governor, inviting caar. 1.
him to surrender to Shah Hasan, who was on his route Secr. IIL
to attack him, with a large army ; and offered to allow
him and his family to leave the town unmolested, and
to retire in safety, wherever they might wish to go.
Khizr Khan returned for answer, that Behdder Shah
was safe in Girndl ; and that he, as a faithful subject,
would defend to the last extremity the city entrusted
to his care. The envoys, who were of the Jhdreja
tribe, desirous that their mission should not be alto-
gether fruitless, then waited on the governor’s mother,
to whom they held out the policy of sending some pro-
pitiatory offering to the invaders; and prevailed upon
her to present the sum of a lak of Firtizshdhis to Shah
Hasan, and thirty thousand to Sultan Mahmid, to in-
duce and enable them to leave the Patan territory, and
to march on.

Next morning, Shah Hasan arrived with the main
body of his army, near Patan. Sultan Mahmiid, a man
of impetuous courage, was eager to be allowed to push
forward into Gujrat; but Shah Hasan halted, and sent
on messengers to the Emperor to announce his arrival,
and to ask farther orders. Meanwhile, Khizr Khan’s
people arrived with the presents, which seem to have
secured the city of Patan from molestation. Sultan
Mahmid, however, extended his plundering excursions His troops
to the close vicinity of Mahmiddb4d, in Gujrit; and o an.
his followers were enriched by the plunder of that mGdbéd
wealthy and flourishing country.

Here, the diversion from Sind terminated; Shah
Farakh, one of Sultan Hasan’s principal generals, hav-
ing represented to him, that, should Humdyun order
the Sind army to join his own, the Arghtins and Terk-
héns of Sind, who were at present satisfied with their
condition, —if they once witnessed the luxury in which
the Chaghatdis lived, and the wealth gained by the im-

perial army, in consequence of the division of the royal
r4
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treasure, —would certainly become discontented; and
that many of them would exchange his service for that
of the Emperor. Shah Hasan acquiesced in the justice
of this representation. He, therefore, dispatched mes-
sengers to report to Humdyun, that he had received in-
formation that the Kilmiti and Jitwi tribes, invited by
the Zemindars of Sind, had entered that country,
during his absence, and threatened to throw every thing
into confusion; so that his immediate return was in-
dispensable. Without waiting for an answer, he led
back his army, by way of Radhanpir; inflicting severe
chastisement on the Jhéreja and Sodha tribes, as he
went along.®

When Sultan Behéder fled from Champanir, he took
refuge in the island of Diu, on which stood a rich and
populous seaport town, as well as a royal palace. It
was the great emporium of the coasting trade of that
part of India; since it possessed a safe harbour, which
saved the necessity of encountering the banks and shal-
lows of the Gulph of Cambay; and Surat had not yet
absorbed the commerce of Gujrét. The Portuguese,
who, since the discovery of the route to the East by
the Cape of Good Hope, aimed at a monopoly of the
Indian trade, and had become the tyrants of the west
coast, from Ceylon to the Red Sea, were eager to esta-
blish themselves at Diu; not only in order to have the
command of the Gulph of Cambay,—and of the coast
of Gujrdt Proper, and of the Kékan on the one side,
and of the peninsula of Gujrét and the coast of Kach
and Sind on the other,—but to be enabled to intercept
the trade of the Persian and Arabian Gulphs with
India. Behdder had been, for some time, at war with
the Portuguese; but, latterly, had entered into an ac-
commodation with them. In his distress, he was now

* Tarikhe Sind, ff. 149—151. Champanir, a. 5. 942-3 (a. D
This incursion evidently occurred 1536).
while the Emperor’s army lay at
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urgéd by those about him to apply to them for succour.
To this he consented, as a measure of temporary relief;
though, at the same time, he privately dispatched an
embassy to Soliman the Magnificent, the Sultan of Con-
stantinople, with rich presents for the Sultan, valued
at six hundred thousand pieces of gold *, besides large
sums of money to pay the- auxiliary force that might
be sent. Nuiio d’Acuiia, the Portuguese viceroy, thus
called upon, agreed to furnish assistance; but only on
condition that he should be allowed to erect a fortifica-
tion at Diu, for the protection of his fleet, and put in
possession of the sea-tower which commanded the en-
trance of the harbour. These demands he represented
as made solely for the necessary security of his troops
and shipping ; and undertook that his countrymen
should levy no duties or customs on ships, whether
entering or sailing from the port ; and should exercise
no act of sovereignty. The King, in his distress, ac-
ceded to these terms; and no sooner was his consent
given, than the Portuguese, who had long sought in
vain to settle at Diu, set to work, and in forty days
erected a fortress, which was impregnable, at least to
their enemies, and made them in reality masters of the
island, and of the trade of the whole coast. The Por-
tuguese affirm, that, in return for this concession, they
afforded Behdder Shah the aid of five hundred Euro-
peans, of whom fifty were men of note. f

After the fall of Champanir, the whole country of
Gujrat, as far north as the river Myhi or Mehindri, had
come into the Emperor's hands, and was occupied by
his orders; but so much does he seem to have been
engaged in discovering and enjoying the rich treasures
of Champanir, that nobody was appointed to conduct
the government, or to collect the revenues of the pro-
vinces beyond that river}, though, in the universal

® Lafitau, vol. i. p. 213. $ ‘Tab. Akberi, f. 386.
t Briggs's Ferishta, vol.iv. p. 134.
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BooK Iv. panic that prevailed, they had been altogether aban- |
s.> 1536, doned by the officers of Behdder, civil and military.
The landholders and raiats in that quarter, left in this
singular predicament, wrote to Sultan Behéder, to whom
they were still attached, to represent, that the revenues
of the country were now due; but that there were no
collectors to receive them; and that, if his Majesty
would appoint a proper person, they should be paid to
him as usual.
_ Behéder We are told that Behdder Shah, sitting in council,
foriw. mentioned the tenor of these letters; and asked, who
mulkto  would repair to Ahmeddbdd, and undertake the ma-
revenues. Nagement of this business. All were silent, till Imdd-
ul-mulk, a distinguished nobleman, who had been a
slave of the King's *, boldly offered himself for the en-
terprise; but required, as an indispensable condition,
that, in consideration of the perturbed state of the
country, and of the peculiar exigency of affairs, he
should have the sole and absolute power to demand or
remit the revenue, to make grants of land, or pay away
money, as he judged expedient; without being liable
to be called to account at any future time. This being
assented to, he set out on his mission, with only two
hundred horse; and marched for Ahmed4bdd. As he
went along, he appointed officers to collect the revenues
of the province; wrote and delivered grants of land or
of pensions to different persons, in whom he could con-
fide, and who had weight in the country; and was
Bapid - joined by them and their followers in such numbers,
teteo (cspecially by the zemindars of Sorath or Kattiawir,)
that his force growing as he advanced, by the time he
reached Ahmedédbdd, which he occupied, he found him-
self at the head of not less than ten thousand horse.
He now expended, with open-handed liberality, the
revenues which he collected ; and, the cause being

* Ferishta (iv. p. 80.) cslls him f, 148,
a Circassian ; the Tabakat, a slave,
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popular, his army speedily increased to thirty thousand crar. 1
men.* Mujdhid Khan, the chief of Junagar, joined 5=
him with ten thousand followers; and the army re-
ceived a valuable reinforcement by the arrival of Be-
hdéder’s European soldiers.}

‘When the news of these transactions reached Hu- Haméyun
ma4&yun, they roused him from the trance of pleasure in et
which he had too long indulged. Leaving Terdi Beg ™.
in charge of Champanir, and having made a second
division among his troops of the plunder that had been
collected, he marched straight for Ahmed4b4dd, and
crossed the Mehindri; Askeri Mirza, with Yddgir Nésir
Mirza, and Hindd Beg, being ordered to keep one
march in advance of the army. Iméid-ul-mulk, em-
boldened by the success that had hitherto attended his
exertions, set out from Ahmed4bdd with his army, now
amounting to fifty thousand men; and prepared to
meet him. By a forced march, he suddenly, about Iméa sur-
mid-day, when the heat was most oppressive, and no i
attack was apprehended, came by surprise upon Askeri &'
Mirza, who was lying, with the advance of the imperial
army, between the town of Neridd and Mahmid4dbad,—
now a heap of ruins, at that time a flourishing city.

Y Adgdr Nésir Mirza had taken his ground about a mile
to the right; and Hindi Beg his, as much to the left.
The Gujrati army came upon Askeri with such expe-
dition, that he had not time to form his troops, which
were scattered in all directions; but he retired, with
such as were at hand, into a thicket of thorny milk-
bush, that was hard by ; and there took up a position.
The Gujratis, without following the Mirza or attempt-
ing to improve their victory, dispersed to plunder the

® The Tabakét, ff. 147. 397. says homedan Hist. vol. iii. p. 789.
fifty thousand. He is said to bave + Akbernima, f. 40.; T a.bakéte
given all who joined him with two  Akberi, as above, Ferishta, ii. 80.;
horse, one lak Gujréti, 2,500 iv. 128.; Khafi Khan,
rupees, according to price. Ma-
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camp. They gained, indeed, a rich booty; but fell into
inextricable disorder. The two wings of the imperial
army soon came in sight, marching in battle order.
At their approach, the enemy at once abandoned the
camp; and Askeri Mirza, at the same time, issuing
again from the jungle, reared his standard, beat his
kettle-drums,®and pressed upon them in their retreat.
The Gujritis were broken and defeated ; and were pur-
sued, as far as Ahmeddbdd, leaving more than two
thousand dead on the field. When the Emperor reached
the scene of action, he is said to have inquired of Kho-
ddwend Khan*, who had been in the service of Be-
héder, and was well acquainted with the composition
of his armies, if he should have another battle to fight,
or if the business was over. The Khan answered, that,
if Iméd-ul-mulk was himself in the battle, the business
was over; but, if not, that his Majesty might expect
another bloody bout. Humdyun sought eagerly to
discover how the fact stood ; and, from two men, who
were lying wounded, he ascertained, with pleasure, that
that nobleman had himself commanded in the fight.}
Next day, the imperial army marched forward;
Askeri Mirza commanding the advance, as before.
When the army reached Kankaria i tank, close by
Ahmed4bad, where it encamped, the Mirza, to whom
the Emperor had given the government of that city and
the surrounding districts, preferred a request, that the
trocps should not be allowed indiscriminately to enter
the town, as it would be the certain ruin of the place.

* Khodéwend Khan was the titte  Muhammed Mokim Hirvi (of Herat),
of Rimi Khan, now in Huméyun’s who was then Mirza Askeri’s vazir.
service. Abulfazl estimates the loss of the

+ Tabakéte Akberi, f. 148.; Ak- Gujritis at three or four thousand
bernéma, f. 40. The only intelligible men. He mentions Alim Khan
account of the action is that of Lodi, as commanding the Gujrati
Nizam-ed-din, the author of the left. The accounts of Ferishta and
Tabakate Akberi, or Tarikhe Ni- Khafi Khan are evidently incorrect.
zami, who had it from his father, } Or, Kikaria.—Hamilton,
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Orders were in consequence issued, to station guards at
every gate of the city, and that none but Askeri Mirza
and his people should be permitted to enter. The more
effectually to preserve the inhabitants from injury, the
Emperor led his army across the Sabramati, so as to
interpose that river between his camp and the city;
and took post at the beautiful village of Sirkich, still
an object of interest, from the splendid tombs of the
kings of Gujrat, which it contains. From his head-
quarters there, accompanied by his principal officers, he
visited the magnificent palaces, mosques, and colleges
of his new capital, which was then certainly one of the
richest and noblest in the world.

The conquest of Gujrat being now nearly complete,
the Emperor turned his thoughts to the settlement of
the country and the preservation of what he had gained.
Askeri Mirza retained Ahmed4b4d, and was raised to
the dignity of viceroy. The veteran Hindd Beg, with
a large force, was to act as minister and commander-
in-chief, and to send or carry assistance wherever the
exigencies of the service required. Terdi Beg retained
Champanir; Y4dgar Nasir Mirza had the district of
Patan-Nehrwila; Kasim Husein Sultan, Uzbek, had
Bariich and Nousari, with the port of Surat; Dost Beg
Ishekgha * had Cambay and Baréda; and Mir Bochak
Behider, Mahmtidabad.t

It appears to have been at this crisis that the Em-
peror was urged by some of his counsellors, especially
by Hindd Beg, to make some permanent settlement
of the affairs of Gujrét, so as to enable him to march
back, with the great body of his army, to the provinces
of the Ganges, which, while he was overrunning Malwa
and Gujrdt, were already suffering deeply from the
miseries of invasion and revolt. Their advice was, to

* Chamberlain. giving Barich to Hindi Beg, and

t The Tabek4t makes a different Baréda to Kasim Husein Sultan.
llotment of some of these places,

|
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set apart a sum equal to one or two years’ pay of his
troops, to reserve the rest for future exigencies, and to
restore Sultan Behdder, nominally, to the throne of
Gujrdt. This, they affirmed, would not only add to
his reputation for generosity, but would enable him to
govern that country in the easiest and most peaceful
way, and at the same time to provide for the safety of
his other dominions. The Emperor, however, could
not bear the idea of appearing to give up kingdoms,
on the conquest of which he valued himself so much.
The future history of his reign proves that the advice
was a sound one. It was impossible, with the force
that he possessed, to maintain kingdoms so extensive
and so scattered as he now occupied, especially as the
natives of Gujrdt showed a decided partiality for the
old dynasty of their kings. Situated as he then was
Behdder would probably have consented to become his
vassal, and to have left in his hands the principal forts
of the kingdom.

Huméyun, after having divided the country among
his Amirs, pushed on towards Diu in pursuit of Be-
hdder Shah, who had taken refuge there. Scarcely,
however, had he reached Dandiika, about thirty kos
from Ahmedébdd, when he was overtaken by expresses
from Agra, bringing him the most alarming intelligence.
His long absence from his capital, and the great dis-
tance to which he had marched with the main body
of his army, so as to be almost lost sight of, had
encouraged the disaffected to rise in several quarters.
The Afghéns in Behar and in the East were again
active. Muhammed Sultan Mirza, assisted by his sons,
Ulugh and Shah Mirzas, had made himself master of
the country from Kanauj to Juénpir, and caused the
Khitba to be read in his own name." Symptoms of
commotion and revolt had begun to show themselves
even in the provinces on the Jamna, and close around
Agra. Dispatches of similar import followed in rapid
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succession from different parts of Malwa, conveying
information that Sekander Khan and Milu Khan, here-
ditary chieftains in that kingdom, recovering themselves
from their discomfiture, had made an irruption into the
territory of Hindia, on the Nerb4da, which they had
plundered, and compelled Mehter Zamb1ir, his governor,
to quit his capital for Ujein ; that the imperial troops,
who had been stationed in various parts of Malwa,
unable to keep the field, had thrown themselves into
Ujein, where they were besieged; and finally, that
Derwish Ali, the governor, having been killed by a
musket shot, the garrison, in despair of not being able
to hold out till they were relieved, had capitulated.

On receiving this unwelcome news, the Emperor
determined to retrace his steps. His plan now was, to
make Médndu, as being a centrical position, his per-
manent head-quarters, till he bad cleared Malwa of
invaders, reduced to order the kingdom of Gujrét, which
he considered as substantially subdued, and suppressed
the commotions and revolt in the vicinity of Agra.
Setting out, on his return, therefore, he left Mirza
Askeri, his brother, in the government of Gujrat, assisted
by Hindd Beg and other experienced officers; and
marched, by Cambay, Bardda, and Barich, to the town
of Surat. Thence, he proceeded to Malwa, taking a
circuitous route by way of Buranpiir, where he staid
eight days. The kings of Ahmednagar and Berar, on
hearing of his march, sent him letters congratulating
him on his successes. He proceeded on his route,
passing close under the strong fort of Asir, and at length
reached Méndu. The report of his approach had
induced the invaders to hasten back to.their former
retreat ; so that the country was soon restored to a

® <« Jt was during this march were conveyed to Delhi, and interred
that Khondemi, the author of the in the samevault with Amir Khosrou
Kabfl-us-Seir, died in his camp. and Sheikh Nizam-ed-dim Oulia.”
The remains of this eminent person  Briggs's Ferishta, vol. ii. p. 81.

79

CHAP. 11.
8xcr. I11.

Huméyun
returns to
Méndu.

Tranguilli-
zation of
Malwa.



80 HISTORY OF INDIA.

pook Iv. State of tranquillity. He was fond of the climate of
+ 153, Malwa, and lingered there with pleasure. He estab-
) " lished several of his most confidential servants in the
province, by bestowing on them estates and jigirs;
and his affairs once more seemed to assume & promising

aspect.
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Ber this was only a transient gleam of prosperity.
Gujrat had been overrun, indeed, but it was far from
being settled. The conquerors were still considered in
the light of strangers and marauders. IHardly had
Huméyun turned his back on the province, when revolt
began to show itself. Behdder Shah had succeeded in
concluding a treaty with the Portuguese, by which they
agreed to furnish him an auxiliary force. He was also
busy in raising a body of five or six thousand Habshi or
VOL. II. G
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Abyssinian slaves.®* His partizans, within the country,
were not idle. Ridm Khan Sefer, the engineer who had

surat occu- conducted the building of Surat castle {, seems to have

pled in his
name ;

and Ba.
rach;

shut himself up in it; and another officer established a
fortified position near Nouséri, at the mouth of the
Tapti}; and they maintained themselves against the
invaders, by the aid of the Gujréti fleet. These officers,
being joined by Khan Jehdn Shir4zi, now ventured to
act in concert, on the offensive; drove Abdalla Khan,
a relation of Kdsim Husein Sultan Uzbek, the governor
of the district, from the Nouséri territory, after he had
held it little more than three months; and seized the
city of Surat. Abdalla Khan retreated to Bartch, the
seat of Ké4sim Husein’s government; while, following
up their success, Khan Jehdn marched his troops by
land towards Barich, at the same time that Riimi Khan,
with the ships§, in which were embarked the hesavy
baggage and artillery, sailed round the coast and
ascended the Nerbida to that town. Kasim Husein,
not prepared for such an attack, abandoned the place,
and retired towards Champanir, whence he proceeded
to Ahmedab4d, to solicit assistance from Askeri Mirzs,
the viceroy, and Hindt Beg, the commander-in-chief.
But these were not the only enemies whom the
partizans of Hum4yun had to encounter. Syed Ishék,
who received from Behdder Shah the title of Shitéb

® The Habshis are properly quently Rimis or Osmanli Turks

Abyssinians ; but negroes of all de-
scriptions are often, in common
speech, so called.

+ General Briggs, Ferishta, (as
well as Major Price, Retrospect of
Mahomedan History, vol. iii. p. 726.
note) supposes that Surat castle
was built by Rimi Khan Khodi-
wend Khan, who was Behéader’s
engineer at the siege of Cheitir,
and who afterwards conducted the
siege of Chunér for Huméyun. But
Rimi Khan was a common name

for chief engineers, who were fre-
o

The builder of Surat castle, buried
near the Mirza Sh&mi mosque 8t
Surat, is not Khodiwend Kban
(who died at Chunér, after the fill
of that place, a deserter from the
Gujrét service,) but Rami Khao
Sefer (Akbernéma, f. 41.) who was
with Behéder Shah at the time of
his death, and who, as here men
tioned in the text, retook Surat and
Bartch.

$ Or, Tapi.

§ Grabsa.
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Khan, had recovered Cambay ; and all Gquét Was S00D CHAP. IT.
in arms and hostile. Askeri Mirza, seeing the danger ™™
approach so near, summoned Y4dgér Nésir Mirza, who w0d Cam-
held Patan-Nehrwéla, to attend him at Ahmeddbad.

The Mirza obeyed the call; but, in the meanwhile, the

troops * which Behédder had left behind in the north and

east, at Raisen, Rantambér, Ajmir, and Cheitér, — at

the time of his discomfiture and precipitate flight from
Malwa,— and the followers of some native chiefs, who

still adhered to his interest, having formed a junction,
advanced in great force, by a circuitous route on the

north, through the Réjphit country, to meet Behéder at

Diu; and, hearing that the town of Patan was left and Patan,
without a garrison, took possession of it. They now

sent to inform Behider Shah of their approach, their
numbers, and success; and offered to attack Yadgir

Néasir Mirza. The Sultan, however, ordered them to

engage in no offensive operations till he joined them,

which he did soon after.

There appears, at this time, a great want of decision Indecision
among those who conducted the Emperor’s affairs in ot goma
Gujrat; but as many of the generals were veterans of ™
undoubted talent, and as the same want of success
appears in other quarters, the blame probably lay on
Humaytn, and on the ministers who concerted the
general plan of operations, by which the force of the
Empire was frittered down, and dispersed over situa-
tions very remote from each other. Want of success.
was speedily followed by its inseparable attendant,
want of union. The discontent at head-quarters, at
Ahmed4bad, came to a great height; it even reached
the length of a partial defection. The immediate cause
was trifling. Mirza Askeri, sitting late one night at a
party of pleasure, and being heated with wine, happened
boastfully to exclaim, “ I am a king, and the shadow of

* The Mirkte Ahmedi makes thousand. Bird's transl p. 249.
their numbers amount to forty
G2

.
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God.” Ghézanfer®, a nobleman of rank, and his own
foster-brother, whispered to one who sat by him, “ That
may well be, for he is not himself.”+ The person to
whom the words were addressed, smiled; which the
Mirza observing, insisted on knowing the cause ; and,
when told, was extremelyincensed, and placed Ghézanfer
in confinement. In a few days that officer made his
escape, or was released, and deserted, with three
hundred horse, to Sultan Behider, whom he strongly
incited to march upon Ahmedabad, assuring him that
he was well acquainted with the counsels of the enemy,
who were all most anxious to retreat, and were only
looking for a pretext. “If you have any doubts,” said
he, “put me in confinement; march against the
Moghuls; and, if they meet you in the field, then
punish me as you please.” Many invitations coming
to Behdder, at the same time, from his numerous ad-
herents in the districts, all urging him to march to
their relief, he was finally induced to move upon
Ahmeddbédd. Everywhere he was received by the
people with tumultuous acclamations of joy; his army
swelled as he moved along; and he soon encamped 8t
the town of Sirkech, nearly opposite to the capital.

The situation of the imperial army, at this time, w8
one of considerable danger. It was in the midst of
hostile, and probably incensed country. Huméyun's
troops had been forced to abandon all the principel
towns, except Champanir. They had now, however
been concentrated ; and Mirza Askeri, — the vicero
with Hindd Beg, Yddgir Nésir Mirza, and Kasim
Husein Sultan Uzbek, his principal oﬂicers,—encamped
at Sirganj, near Asiwel, a suburb of Ahmed4béd, o0
the left bank of the Sabramati, with nearly twenty
thousand horse, facing Behéder Shah. It s alleged
that, at this momentous crisis, Hindg Beg strongly

# He was the brother of Késim t Or, *“ but he is not an 2uto
Khan. crat,” (self-governed).
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advised Askeri Mirza, as the only way of preserving
Gujrét, to assume the ensigns of royalty, and to declare
himself independent; arguing, that not only would
this declaration encourage the inhabitants to join him,
by the hope of more effectual protection, but that his
own soldiers, having their king among them, would be
elevated to much higher exertion and daring, and would
more cheerfully devote themselves to his service.
Askeri Mirza hesitated ; but finally rejected the advice,
at least in the form in which it was offered.

It does, however, appear that, at a council in which
were met Askeri, Yadgir, Hindd Beg, and all the
principal Amirs then in Gujrdt, Terdi Beg excepted, it
was the general opinion that, as Humiyun persisted in
remaining at Méandu, and sent them no assistance, it
was vain, as matters stood, to think of resisting Behader
Shah in the field ; and, acting under the influence of
the discontent and disaffection* produced by existing
circumstances, they resolved to march to Champanir;
to seize upon the treasure; to proceed to Agra ; and
there declare Askeri Mirza Emperor, and Hindti Beg
visir; assigning, at the same time, suitable appoint-
ments to all the other Mirzas and officers who joined
them. A retreat was accordingly resolved upon, only
three days after they had encamped at Sirganj, over
against Behdder.

It happened, on the last of these days, that a shot
from one of the Mirza’s guns struck the audience-tent
of the Sultan, and threw it down. Enraged at the
occurrence he sent for Ghédzanfer, that he might deal
with him in terms of his own agreement. Ghazanfer
entreated that the sentence might be deferred till the
armies were fairly drawn out; adding, that he still
maintained his former opinion, and had sure information
that the Mirza was to retreat in the course of the night.

* Tabakate Akberi, f. 397.
a3
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And, accordingly, the Mirza and his Amirs did retreat,
without fighting, and with such precipitation and con-
fusion that they left behind them, not only their stores
and heavy baggage, but even their private baggage and
wearing apparel ; and made a forced march of ten kos,
on the road to Champanir. A retreat, under such cir-
cumstances, while it emboldened the enemy, disheartened
their own adherents, and threatened irretrievable ruin
to their affairs.

This sudden change roused the activity of Behdder
Shah, who had entered upon the campaign with many
uneasy forebodings. He now pursued the retreating
foe. His advanced body, commanded by Syed Mobarek
Bokhéri, came up with the imperial rear, under Y4dgir
Nésir Mirza. Yéadgér halted his troops, wheeled round,
and met the pursuers bravely. A severe action ensued.
The Mirza’s troops displayed great gallantry ; many of
the advance were slain, and others fell wounded into
the Mirza’s hands. The enemy did not follow beyond
Mahmtéd4b4dd; and Yédgér, unmolested, rejoined the
main body of his own army. Askeri Mirza continued
his retreat in a state of discouragement and alarm, and
with such confusion that many of his soldiery were
drowned in crossing the Mehindri, which lay in his route.
Behader Shah advanced as far as that river, and halted.*

When the Mirza reached Champanir in his disastrous
retreat, Terdi Beg, the governor, who had heard of the
plans of defection that had been debated in his council
and had communicated them to the Emperor, received
him with caution ; and, while he gave the troops
the assistance in his power, did not suffer them to enter
the fort. The day after their arrival, the Mirzas sent
to inform the Beg, that they and the army under their
command were in a state of the most complete destitu-

® For the preceding events, con-  vol. ii. p. 81.; Bird’s Mirdte Ab-

sult the Akbernima, f. 41.; Taba- medi, pp. 248—250.; Jouher, c2
két-e Akberi, f. 148.3897.; Ferishta,
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tion ; and, therefore, called upon him to supply them cmar.

w1th some part of the public treasure preserved in the
fort, that the troops might be put in a condition to take
the field. When the governor declined to touch the
treasure, without his Majesty’s express commands, they
insisted that, as an express sent to the Emperor at
Méndu would reach him in six days, and as there could
be no doubt of -his Majesty’s sanctioning an appropri-
ation of such indispensable necessity for his affairs, he
should in the meanwhile make the advance on his own
authority. But Terdi Beg, who had no desire to put
the Mirza’s army into a condition that would have
enabled it more effectually to injure the Emperor, re-
fused to consent. In this extremity, Askeri’s chief
Amirs determined to seize Terdi Beg, to take possession
of the fort and the whole treasure, and at once openly
to raise the Mirza to the throne. Should their at-
tempt upon Champanir fail, they agreed to push on
nevertheless for Agra, which was left defenceless ; and
trusted that they could reach it before Huméiyun.
While these consultations were going on, Terdi Beg had
been prevailed upon to come out of the fort, to meet
the Mirzas; but, getting some accidental intimation of
a plan to seize his person and the fort, he turned back
and sent to announce to them, that he could no longer
suffer the army to remain where it was, and summoned
them to remove it beyond range of his guns. They
promised to comply, but asked for a previous con-
ference on the present urgent state of affairs. Aware
of their intentions, he absolutely declined any inter-
view ; and, as they did not move their camp, he next
morning did fire upon them, as he had threatened.
The Mirzas, thus disappointed, made their troops defile
by the Kerji Ghat, and took the road to Agra, — aban-
doning Gujrét, after it had been occupied little more
than nine months.

As long as the nnperml army halted at Champamr,

Sxcr. IV
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Book-lv. Behdder Shah did not venture to cross the Mahendri,
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which is only fifteen kos distant ; but no sooner did it
march in the direction of Agra, than he moved forward
and advanced to Champanir. In spite of the strength
of the fort, and of its being, it is said, amply supplied
with provisions and stores to support a siege, Terdi
Beg abandoned the place, and withdrew on capitulation,
taking along with him as much of the treasure as he
had the means of transporting. He may in this have
followed the orders of Humayun; and, indeed, in the
present state of affairs, and with the prospect of re-
treating from Malwa, the only effect of resistance
would be the inevitable destruction of the garrison, and
the loss of the whole treasure. The town and fort were
immediately occupied by Behidder Shah, who thus saw
himself once more in possession of the whole kingdom
of Gujrat.

Terdi Beg, on leaving Champanir, repaired directly
to Méndu, where he was received with distinction by
the Emperor, to whom he had acted a faithful part.
To prevent the conspirators from executing their new
purpose, Humdyun pushed forward by forced marches
for Agra, taking the route of Cheitir. By a fortunate
accident, the two armies met in the Cheitir territory,
while on their march. The Mirzas, taken by surprise,
saw no remedy but to feign submission and obedience.
The Emperor, being in many respects in equal diffi-
culties with themselves, shut his eyes to the past,
affected to be satisfied with their explanations, and
bestowed upon them princely presents. The united
army then marched towards Agra, Where its presence
was imperiously required.*

* Akberndma, f. 41.; Tabakit-e vernor, or that he alleged the King's
Akberi, ff. 149. 397.; Ferishta, orders, as in transl. p. 7. His
v, ii. pp. 82, 83.; Tar. Bedduni, words are, ¢ Nasir Mirza comes
f. 140.; Jouher, c. 2. Jouher, in into the fort of Champanir, and

the original, does not affirm that says to Terdi Beg, ¢ Give me the
Yadgar went privately to the go- treasures” Terdi Beg answers,
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One of the chief reasons that had drawn Huméyun cuar.1
from Gujrit was the state of Behér, and the eastern 2™V
provinces. Since Muhammed Shah Lohéni and Sultan e of the
Mahmid Lodi had both been driven out of them, and provinces.
disappeared from the theatre of public affairs, new
candidates for royalty had started up, and collected
the discontented Afghdns, who were still numerous and
powerful. Shir Khan Sdr, had gradually overrun all Sbir Kban.
the countries on the southern or Behar side of the
Ganges ; and Mubammed Sultan Mirza, after his escape
from prison, had raised the standard of revolt in the
upper provinces. The long absence of the Emperor
had latterly encouraged them to act with the greater
boldness and security. Muhammed Sultan, baving
gained posscssion of a great portion of the countries on
the left bank of the Ganges, had fixed the seat of his
government at Belgrdm, opposite to Kanauj, and had
gained sufficient strength to send his son, Ulugh Mirza,
with a large force to besiege Judnpir; while Shah
Mirza, another of his sons, reduced Karra-Mé.mkpﬁr
Kanauj too had fallen into his hands.

Hindal Mirza, whom the Emperor had left in com- Successtu
mand at Agra, marched to quell this revolt, and soon of Hinast
retook Kanauj. As soon as Muhammed Sultan Mirza M
heard of his approach, he called in all his detachments,
and was joined by Shah Mirza, while Ulugh Mirza
wrote to say, that he would hasten with all possible
speed to meet him; at the same time urging him not
to hazard a battle till his arrival. Muhammed Sultan
and Shah Mirza, encamping on the left bank of the
river, used every exertion to obstruct the passage of
the imperial army. Hindd4l, however, eager to engage
the enemy before Ulugh Mirza could j join them, having
discovered a ford ten miles® above Kanauj, left his
camp standing, and effected & passage, unobserved,

‘ Without the.Emperor's orders I an express to His Majesty,” &c.
cannot give them,” and he sent of  * Five kos. '
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Boox v. with all his troops. The two armies soon met face
oo 1857, 18ce; but when they were on the point of engaging, s

Loss of
Malwa,

strong north-wester * rising, blew such clouds of dust
right in the eyes of the insurgents that they could not
keep their position. The imperial troops, who had the
wind on their backs, availing themselves of their ad-
vantage, pressed hard upon the enemy, whose retrest
was soon converted into a flight. Hindal, after taking
possession of Belgram and the surrounding country,
pursued the remainder of their army, as they marched
to form a junction with Ulugh Mirza. He overtook
them at Oud, where Muhammed Sultan and his sons,
having concentrated all their force, halted to check his
advance. The two armies lay opposed to each other
for nearly two months, when news arrived, that Ho-
méiyun had left Mdndu, and was on his way back t
Agra. This decided Muhammed Sultan to bring on st
action, as his only chance of safety. He marched out
of his trenches; an engagement ensued, in which the
imperial troops had the advantage. The insurgents,
dispirited by their continued want of success, began t
despair, and soon after dispersed. Muhammed Sults?
Mirza, and three of his sons, fled to Kuch-Behdrt;
while Mirza Hindal, following up his advantage, went
on to Judnpir. Having soon after heard of Hum4yun®
arrival at the capital, he left the army and joined his
brother there. }

Meanwhile, the Emperor was less fortunate on the
side of Malwa. No sooner was it known jin the su™
rounding countries that he was on his march back %0
Agrs, than Bhopal Rai, the chief of Bijagar, a district
that lies o the east of Malwa, finding that no garrison
was left in M4ndu, entered and occupied the place
There he was speedily joined by Milu Khan, W

+ pog-e-kibla. Ak ; Jouber
t Jouher has Koh-Khanda Behir c,,f. bernfma, f. 41.;
near Parnida (or, Parbatidn).
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aspired to the throne, which he ascended under the
title of Kdder Shah ; and by Mirdn Muhammed Fértki
of Kandesh. As the Emperor’s troops appear to have
been entirely withdrawn, they met with no opposition
anywhere, and soon took possession of the whole
country; and thus the kingdom of Malwa, as_well as
that of Gujrdt, slipped from the unsteady grasp of
Huméyun.*

But while the course of events was thus once more
so favourable to Behdder Shah, that monarch was not
doomed long to enjoy his prosperity. Fourteen days
after the fall of Champanir, he hastened back to Diu.
His negociations with the Portuguese had become com-
plicated. When his fortunes were at the lowest ebb,
he had received some assistance from them, as has been
mentioned ; and, at the same time, had sent rich
presents to the Portuguese Viceroy of Gos, inviting
him to come to his aid with a more powerful force.
The Viceroy, Nuilo d’Acuiia, had accordingly obeyed
his call, and set sail from Goa and Chewel, with a large
fleet and army. But when he reached the coast of
Gujrat, understanding that the Emperor of Delhi’s
troops had in the interval been driven out of the coun-
try, he began to apprehend, that, as his services were
nolonger necessary, he might not gain those advantages
to himself and his followers, and that increase of terri-
tory to his country, which he had anticipated. Some
quarrels had arisen before the King’s arrival, between
the Portuguese and his officers, in consequence of the
insulting pretensions and encroaching spirit of the for-
mer. Behader would gladly have seen his troublesome
allies removed from Diu, where the building of the new
fort was hurried on upon a plan infinitely more ex-
tensive than had been reckoned upon. Both parties,
however, dissembled their feelings.

# Akbernima, ut supra.
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Book Iv.  Behédder Shah, on his arrival in the neighbourhood of
s 1sa7. Diu, attempted to restore confidence by acting with the
Deathor Utmost frankness, putting himself boldly in the power
Behider.  of the governor of the castle, and visiting him in his
fort. The Viceroy, who arrived off Diu about this
time, appears to have blamed the governor for not
availing himself of the opportunity thus offered to
seize the King, for the purpose of extorting from him
the cession of some towns and sea-ports which be
was anxious to possess. To repair this oversight,
D’Acuna feigned sickness, and sent a message to inforn
Behéder, who had spent some days in the vicinity in
hunting, that he was come, at his call, with powerful
succours, and would wait upon him as soon as bis
health allowed. The Sultan, thrown off his guard, ot
perhaps suspecting no ill as intending none, laid cere-
Ramisén 5, mony aside, and towards the close of the day rowed of
¥eb 13 from the shore, with only a few attendants and went
aboard the admiral’s ship, to visit him, and to inquirt
after his health. No sooner, however, did he see the
Viceroy, than he plainly perceived that his illness Was
a mere pretence, and felt vexed that he had gone. The
Viceroy, on his part, had probably been taken unpre
pared by Behéder’s sudden and unexpected appearanct
During the conversation that ensued, a page came!!
and whispered something in his ear. In the state of
mind in which the King then was, this little incident
increased his uneasiness and excited his suspicion. He
continued to sit, however, though the intercourse W8
forced and constrained ; till the Viceroy, rising ™
quested to be excused for a few moments, as he wish
to show his Majesty some presents that were intend
for his acceptance, and left the cabin. This confirm
the suspicions of the King, who hurriedly intimating®
desire that they might be sent after him, started U
and hastened to his boat. He reached it and put off;
when Emanuel de Souza, the governor of Diu castlt
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coming up in his barge *, invited him to visit the new cmar. 1.
fortifications. Rami Khan Sefer, who was in the boat ™'
with the King, advised him to decline the invitation, as ‘
treachery was probably intended ; but the King desired
de Souza to come into the boat. De Souza, in at-
tempting to step from his own barge into the King’s,
fell into the sea, but was taken up by Behdder’s atten-
dants. This occasioned considerable bustle and con-
fusion ; the cause was unknown, but the act of dragging
de Souza into the boat, was observed by the Portu-
guese in the numerous vessels that lay on every side.
Hastily concluding that an attempt was made upon
their countrymen’s life, in their eagerness to succour
him, they closed round the King’s boat, into which some
of them leaped. The instant consequence was uproar
and menace ; blows speedily succeeded. Behader, to-
tally unprepared for such an occurrence, and now con-
firmed in his suspicions of treachery, threw himself into
the sea, and was followed by Rami Khan. After
swimming for some time towards the shore, as he ap-
proached a Portuguese vessel, one of the officers held
out an oar to assist him in getting in; when a soldier
who stood by, struck him on the face with a halbert,
and his example was imitated by others of his comrades,
who repeated their blows, till Behédder sank dead in the
water. RGmi Khan was saved by a Portuguese to
whom, on some former occasion, he had shown kindness.
De Souza, the governor, was struck and fell overboard,
during the scuffle in the King’s boat. Neither his body
nor that of the King could be found.}

This scene passed before the eyes of the inhabitants

* Abulfazl’s account is, that a
Feringi magistrate, (Kazi Fering)

by which, I suppose, the governor
de Souza is meant) having stept

Fate of Diu,

own boat; seeing this, the Portu-
guese boats that were around closed
in, and Behédder and Rimi leaped
into the sea.

!ief_ore him as he left the Viceroy,
insisted on his remaining; upon
which the Sultan, drawing his sabre,
cut him down, and leapt into his

4+ Akbernédma, ff. 41, 42.; Ta-
bakét-e Akberi, ff. 397, 898.; Fe-
rishts, and General Briggs's note,
vol. iv. pp. 130—141.
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pook Iv. of Diu. They were filled with alarm at the sight; and,
a.n 1537, 88 they concluded that their town would be instantly

plundered by the Portuguese, leaving their houses, and
abandoning all their property, they rushed in such
numbers to escape from the place, that many were
crushed to death in the crowds that overflowed at the
gates; while numbers were drowned in crossing the
narrow channel that separates the island from the
mainland. The Viceroy left no effort untried to quiet
the fears of the survivors, and to bring back the rich
traders and other inhabitants of the town ; but at the
same time he took possession of the King’s palace, the
arsenals, and all the public magazines. Only a smsll
sum in money was said to have been found by the off-
cers commissioned to take possession of the treasury*;
which gave rise to the belief, that they, as well as the
Viceroy himself, were guilty of extensive embezzlement;
but the jewels, furniture, artillery and stores certainly
seized, are said to have been of immense value; beSidf’
an hundred and twenty ships, which also fell into therr
hands.} Each party charged the other with treachery

* Lafitau, vol. i. pp. 256, 257.

+ Behider Shah was the most
magnificent, and for some time the
most fortunate, prince of his age,
When first driven from Champanir,
in his despair, he had resolved to
abdicate the throne and pass the
rest of his life at Mekka, The
Turkish historian, Ferdi, according
to Chevalier de Hammer, “relates,”
says General Briggs, * that when
Behéder Shah was compelled to re-
treat to Diu, he sent his family and
the royal jewels to Medina. They
consisted of three hundred iron
chests, the accumulated wealth ac-
quired from the Hindu princes of
Junagar, Champanfr, Abugar, and
Cheittr, and also the property of
the kings of Malwa. These gorgeous
treasures never returned to India,

but fell into the hands of the Grand
Signiar of Constantinople, who, fro®
their possession, became entitled 1
the appellation of Soliman the M3
nificent. The celebrated waist-bels
valued at three millions of 8P¢™

which had been three times tk® -

and retaken in the wars of Indit
was sent to Soliman, by the ambs*
sador whom Behéder Shah depu'es
to Constantinople to solicit the &
of the Grand Signior against A"
miyun.” Briggs's Ferishts, vol. i*
p- 141.

'The original accounts of th
of the Sultan, as given by the P"™
cipal Indian and Portuguese ¥
thorities, have been ex ‘ ¥
considerable length by Gen. Briéé®
(iv. pp. 131—141.) who conclude

ede_ld‘ ‘

that Behader and the Viceroy “"%°
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in this melancholy affair. That Behader, if actuated
by evil intentions, should have put himself unattended
in the power of his enemy, seems hardly credible. The
Viceroy, without desiring his death, would probably
have willingly seen him his prisoner. The catastrophe
was evidently brought on prematurely, by accidental
circumstances. The conduct of the Portuguese after
the event, may be held as the best proof of their dis-
position before it. The spirit which in that age regu-
lated the proceedings of Europeans towards the princes
of America or of Asia and their subjects, was that of
the most unprincipled cruelty and rapacity; in no
degree superior to that of the buccaneers of a later
period. The Portuguese have kept possession of Diu,
thus acquired, from that time to the present day.
Sultan Behader was only about thirty years of age,
and had reigned between eleven and twelve years, when
he was cut off. The internal confusion and misery
which followed made his subjects long look back with
regret to the splendid, and, in general, tranquil period
of his reign ; while the deplorable circumstances attend-
ing his death, which deprived him of all funeral honours,
produced a belief, in this as in several similar instances
fondly indulged by the common people, that the King

resolved each to seize the other, that
the followers of both knew the in-
tentions of their respective masters,
and suspected the opposite party ;
% that nothing was wanting to bring
about bloodshed but such an affray
s arose, originating entirely out of
an accident, which blew the embers
of saspicion and mistrust into a
blaze, and produced the melancholy
result which has been related.” Ibid.
P. 141, T have taken rather a
different view of the subject. 1 see
noevidence that Behéder had formed
any design against the person of the
Viceroy. 1In case of need he pro-
bably would not have been very

scrupulous as to the means he em-
ployed to defeat the aims of the
Portuguese ; but, in fact, his whole
conduct was conciliatory. He put
himself unarmed and defenceless into
the power of his enemy. He was
passive in the whole affair. No
overt act of treachery -on his part
appears, He had little to gain by
seizing the Viceroy ; it would only
have transferred the command to
the next in rank., The case was
different had the Viceroy got the
King into his power. The Portu.
guese, by their conduct after the
event, threw light on their intentions
before it.
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Book Iv. Was not really dead, and would one day return to govern
bis dominions with glory. Many pretended that he
reached the shore; and there were various reports of
his reappearance, on different occasions, both in Gujrat
and the Dekkan. It was, in particular, currently
reported and believed that a person appeared in Nizim-
ul-milk’s territory, whom that prince acknowledged as
Bebader Shah, and as such played with him at chougdn®;
that, a crowd gathering about him, the concourse of
people was marked by the Nizam with some uneasiness;
and the same night the stranger disappeared from his
tent, having been put to death, as was conjectured, by
that prince. It is added, that Malla Kftb-ed-din, of
Shiraz, who had been Behéder’s preceptor, was then in
the Dekhan, and conversed with the stranger, and that
he affirmed, with the most solemn asseverations, that it
was Behdder, and that he reminded the Mirza of many
incidents of which they alone were cognizant.}
His mother As soon as the death of Behider was ascertained, the
rtreto . Portuguese viceroy sent to Makhdiima Jehan, the King's
:6‘:1."’“" mother, at once to condole with her on the melancholy
event, and to remove all blame from himself. He
ascribed the whole unfortunate affair to unpremeditated
and unforeseen accident, and offered to lend her any
assistance which it might be in his power to afford at
the present juncture. But she rejected his offers with
indignation, considering him as the murderer of her
son; and, accompanied by the Prince of Asir, and the
principal nobles, set out for Ahmed4db4d.
Hi rame. While they were on the road, and while all Behdder’
w_ household and family were overwhelmed with sorrow, Mi-
hammed Zemé4n Mirza, who had returned from the fruit:
less expedition against Lahr, on which he had been sent
by the late king after the dispersion at Mandstr, fell it
with them, and professing the deepest distress, joiP
the camp, under pretence of assisting in the usual rites

A.pn. 1537,

* Horse-shinty. + Akbernéma, f. 42.
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of mourning. By his show of sympathy, and his
soothing attentions, he so far insinuated himself into
the queen-mother’s favour, that she is said to have been
prevailed upon to adopt him as her son. He succeeded
in seizing a large portion of the public treasures of
Gujrat from those who had charge of them; though, of
the royal treasure and stores in Diu, part had been
plundered during the confusion, and the rest had fallen
into the hands of d’Acuna. He at first made a show of
revenging the murder of Behéder on the Portuguese;
but soon after, observing the extent of their power, he
altered his plan, courted their support, and sought, by
large sums of money, to induce them to proclaim him
Sultan. In this he at last succeeded, the khutba being
read in his name in the Sefa Mosque, at Diu, under
their authority. He collected an army of twelve thou-
sand men, Moghuls and Hindusténis, and for some time
maintained the style of a sovereign prince. But Im4d-
ul-milk, supgorted by the nobles of Gujrat, having pro-
claimed Mirdn Muhammed Shah Far(ki, of Khdndesh,
a sister’s son of Behdder’s, who was at that time driving
the imperial troops from Malwa, to be King of Gujrat,
marched against Muhammed Zemén, attacked and
dispersed his forces, and compelled him to fly to Sind.
Mubhammed Zeméan did not remain long there, as his
presence was far from being agreeable to Shah Hasan,
the ruler of that country; so that he, at last, found
himself under the necessity of once more returning to
Hindustén, and of throwing himself on the clemency of
the offended Huméyun. The new king, Mirdn Mu-
hammed Shah, reigned only six weeks, and was suc-
ceeded by Mahmtid Khan, another nephew of Behédder
Shah, who reigned several years under the name of
Mahmtid Shah. He was a son of Behader’s brother,
Latif Khan, who was at that time a prisoner in Bur-
hénpar.*
# Akberndma, f. 42. ; Brigge's Ferishta, vol. iv. pp. 142—144.
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CHAPTER IIL

AFFAIRS OF KHORASAN AND KANDAHAR.

STATE OF KHORASAN. — INROADS OF OBEID KHAN, AND THE UZBEKS. —
THEY ARE EXPELLED FROM KHORASAN. — AGAIN OVERRUN IT — AND
BESIEGE HERAT—WBICH 18 RELIEVED BY SHAH TAHMASP. — THE
UZBEKS ONCE MORE EXPELLED, — JAM M{RZA IN HERAT AND KAN-
DAHAR. —B8IEGE OF THE LATTER PLACE.—RAISED BY EAvmAN—
WHO ROUTS THE INVADERS, — ATTEMPTS ON LAHUR, BY MUHAMMED
ZEMAN M{RZA. — NEW INVASION OF KHORASAN BY THE UZBEKS. —
OBEID KHAN BESIEGES MESHH[D — AND HERAT — WHICH IS PIL-
LAGED, — ADVANCE OF SHAH TAHMASP — AND RETREAT OF THE
UZBEKS. — TAHMASP OCCUPIES EANDAHAR — WHICH I8 RETAKEN BY
EKAMRAN.

WHILE these events were passing in Malwa and Gujrét,
Khor4s4n and the Persian frontier were the scene of
important transactions. After the great defeat which
the Uzbeks sustained at Jam, about nine years before
this time, it was expected that Khorasin would, for a
long period, have been delivered from their inroads and
invasions. But they were an enemy not easily daunted.
That same year, as soon as Shah Tahmasp had quitted
the province, Obeid Khan again collected an army,
crossed the Amu, and marched against Meshhid, which
he took possession of, after a blockade of two months.
Thence he proceeded to Herédt, besieged it for seven
months, and took it by capitulation. His Sunni zeal is
said, by the Persian writers, to have led him to retaliate
the Shia persecutions of Shah Ismael and his successor,
and even to put to death many of the opposite sect, as
Shias and heretics.

Next year, the victorious Uzbek advanced to Farra,
which he beleagured for some time, but without success,
so that he was compelled to raise the seige; and, on
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hearing of the march of Shah Tahmasp into Khorésén,
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at the head of seventy thousand men, he hastily aban- , s o3,
doned Herdt, and retreated to Merv. He summoned all *-> 1530

the force of the Uzbeks to join him there ; and the Sul-
tans, from beyond the Amu, obeyed his call. But when
met, their opinions differed. Kuchum Khan, of Samar-
kand, the Grand Khan, dying, was succeeded by his
son Abusaid, who set his face against the war, declaring
his resolution not to join in it, and advising Obeid to
desist. His views were supported by some other chiefs ;
and Obeid, seeing himself thus deserted, and hearing of
the Shah’s near approach, turned his back, with an in-
dignant heart, upon Khor4sén. Shah Tahmasp, having
expelled the enemy, marched to Herdt; and the fish-
standard of Persia again gleamed over the whole pro-
vince. Having established his brother Behrdm Mirza
as viceroy, with Ghdzi Khan, of the Taklu tribe, as his
Protector and Amir-ul-omra, he returned to Irdk.
Obeid Khan, though unsupported by the Uzbek con-
federacy, next year sent a detachment into Khordsén,
who marched as far as Meshhid, but were driven back
by the local force. Nothing dismayed, however, by this
repulse, he, the following season, again entered the
country with a powerful host, having induced the other
Uzbeks to join him, and marched straight for the ca-
pital, while divisions of his troops overran the provinces
of Meshhid, Asteriabdd, Sebziwér and Bostdim with va-
rious success. IFor ayear and a half, the country was
plundered in all directions, and Obeid continued to push
on the siege of Herdt. Shah Tahmasp, completely and
painfully occupied by the rebellion of Aldma Taklu in
Azerbaijdn, who had called in the Osmnanli Turks to his
assistance, was unable to succour them. At length,
famine began to rage in the besieged capital. The in-
habitants were expelled, their provisions, money and
property seized by the domineering Taklus, and the

floors of their houses dug up to discover hidden trea-
H 2

Again over-
run it ;
A.H, 937,
A.D, 1531.

A. H. 938,
A.D. 1632,

and beslege
Herfit ;
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poox 1v. sure. Cats and dogs, and food deemed the most impure,
were eagerly eaten. The strength of the troops, who
suffered alike from want and fatigue, began to fail. An
offer was made to give up the place, provided Obeid
would withdraw his troops & march or two, so as to let
the garrison quit the city unmolested. He, on the other
hand, haughtily insisted that they should march out and
defile under his tent-ropes.* This condition Behrdm
Mirza and his Taklu allies rejected, and the operations
of the siege were continued.
which is Meanwhile, however, Tahmasp, having quelled the
oo ma, rebellion of Aléma, was proceeding by forced marches
msp;  to the relief of Herdt. A party that he sent out sur-
prised the Uzbeks who were in Asterdbid, one morn-
ing when most of them were in the bath, put them to
death with little resistance, and sent him five hundred
heads. The Uzbeks, who held Sebzdwdr, were in like
manner attacked, but retired fighting bravely, first to
Nishaptir, and then to Meshhid. Abdal-aziz, who was
near that city, hurried to Herdt with seven thousand
mdthe  horse, to support his father. Obeid did not venture to
woore meet the Shah in the field, and retired to Bokhéra,

;:r;l‘l;!h while Shah Tahmasp once more entered Herdt, to the

2 great joy of the inhabitants, and spent the winter in the
5o 15%  neighbourhood.
a1, 939, In the spring, he sent a division of his troops to re-

421593 duce the adjoining province of Ghurjistdn among the
mountains, and was preparing to retaliate upon the
Uzbeks by invading MAwer-al-neher, when the news
that his grand enemy, Soliman the magnificent, was on
his march to attack his dominions in the west, com-
pelled him to relinquish his intention. As the Taklu
Turks had been guilty of great oppression during the
government of their chief, and were very unpopular,
he named his brother, Sém Mirza, to be Viceroy ; ap-

* Tenfib-e-Khima,
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pointing Aghziwdr Khan, of the Shamlu tribe, his Pro- cmar. m.
tector and Amir-al-omra of Khordsin; then entrust-

ing the defence of the city to the townspeople®, he

set out for Irdk.

For rather more than two years, Khordsdn enjoyed Sim Mim
quiet under S4m Mirza and Aghziwdr Khan, as the and Kanda-
Uzbeks did not renew their ravages. But, when news ™"
reached Herdt, of the death of Husein Khan Shamlu,
and the destruction of his tribe under the royal indig-
nation, the Mirza, and still more Aghziwdr Khan, him-
self a Shamlu, began to look to rebellion for safety.
Collecting money, by extortion and violence in every
shape, they raised an army, and resolved to attack
Kandahér ; proposing, according to the Persian autho-
rities, to erect it, along with Herdt, into an indepen-
dent sovereignty.

We have seen that Huméyun, on the death of his
father, had given up the countries from the Satlej to
Khordsén, to his brother Kémrén Mirza. Early in the a.z941,
summer of 1535, S4m Mirza and his protector Aghziwdr * >-1%**
Khan, being joined by Sultan Murdd Afshér of Farra,
advanced with a considerable army, crossed the Hel-
mend, and laid siege to Kandahdr. The place was Siege of tne
bravely defended for eight months by Khwaja Kilan, "t
the governor, who had succeeded Askeri Mirza in the
management of the province. Kdmrin Mirza, when
apprised of the invasion, marched from Lahir, and led
an army of twenty thousand men to its relief. On his rased by
approach, the besiegers retired one march, and en- f,‘{,‘;.""‘
camped. They were attacked, however, in their new
position, on the 25th of January, 1536, and defeated a.=. 942,
with great slaughter, principally by the military skill {*59%3s
and bravery of Khwéja Kildn. Aghziwér Khan Shamlu, Jun. 38,
the young prince’s Atdlik, or Protector, having been tne in-
thrown from his horse, was taken prisoner and put to Y™™

* Shabr-zadegan. Alem-arai Abési, ff. 24—27. |
H3
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death. The Mirza effected his escape to the Germsi,
whence he soon after proceeded to Tabas. Having by
this exploit secured the western part of his dominions,
Kémran returned back to L4hir.

It was while he was absent on this expedition, thst
Mubammed Zemén Mirza, who, it will be recollected,
after the rout of Behdder Shah at Mandstr, had set ont
to try his fortune, or to make a diversion on the side of
the Penj4b, reached the borders of Sind. Shah Husein,
the son of Shah Shuja Beg Arghtin, the sovereignof
Sind, unwilling that an ambitious prince of such pre
tensions should enter his dominions, encouraged him t
proceed to the conquest of Lahdr, which he represented
as a tempting and practicable object, since K
was absent with the army in Kandah4r, so that that
fertile and populous country was left comparatively d&
fenceless. The Mirza accordingly went on to the Perr
jab and laid siege to Léhir. But unfortunately for b
views, Kdmrén Mirza returned victorious at that very
crisis, and the invader saw himself forced to retire with
precipiiation, and to return to Gujrdt, which he rel-whed
with a few followers in the utmost want and misery.
We have seen that he there enjoyed a short-lived sove:
reiguty, before he was compelled to flee once more %
Sind, and finally to Hindust4n.

The march of Sém Mirza to attack Kandahar, was3
signal for the Uzbeks to renew their inroads. In the
north, a body of five or six thousand entered and 1aid
waste Khordsén. Sufién Khalifa, the governor of Mesl*
hid, an undaunted but hot-headed soldier, was succes
ful in coming up with, and defeating them. To fhe
eastward, another inroad was made from Ghurjistal:
Khalifa Sultan Shamlu, whom the Protector had l.eﬁ
governor of Herdt, having marched to repel them, with
a motley and ill-assorted body of troops, collected 2
haste, in absence of the regular forces, was attacked:
defeated and slain. The inbabitants of Herdt, thus 1
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without & head, sent to invite Sufidén to take charge Ef‘cm. oL
the capital, his success in desultory warfare having —

gained him great reputation all over the province.
Leaving his son in Meshhid, he obeyed their call.

Obeid Khan, finding that Khorasdn continued with-
out troops, and without a governor, once more crossed
the Amu at the head of an immense army, and besieged
Meshhid. Despatches were sent to recal Sufidn, who
promised soon to be at the holy city, when he would
slay Obeid, and send his skin to the King, stuffed with
straw. Setting out from Her4t with only three thousand
horse, he, on the road, filled a bag with hay, and osten-
tatiously carried it along with him, lest the Uzbeks, by
not leaving a blade of grass around Meshhid, might
defeat his boast. The first detachment that he met, he
dispersed ; but getting nearer the town in his insane
career, he was hard pressed and compelled to take
shelter in an old ruin, where he obstinately defended
himself several days, subsisting his followers on the flesh
of their horses ; but was in the end taken and put to
death.

The unfortunate city of Her4t was now again in im-
minent hazard. The lieutenant whom Sufiin had left
in charge of it, used his endeavours to make the people
of the town and country join in its defence. But the
severities that he exercised for that purpose disgusted
and enraged them, so that they sent to call even the
Uzbeks to their relief. Obeid, arriving, besieged the
city for five months, while the inhsabitants endured all
the miseries of war and famine. At length, three
hundred Uzbeks, having gained entrance by night into
a bastion, it is said by treachery, the city was taken,
the garrison flying into the citadel of Ekhtiar-ed-din.
All the horrors of a city taken by storm ensued. Obeid
afterwards gained possession of the citadel by a treaty *,

® Alem-arai-Abdsi, f. 28.
H 4
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in which it was stipulated that the garrison were to be
allowed to march out with all their property. But, as
they left the fort, they were all stripped naked and
marched for Bokhara, the greater part of them perish-
ing miserably by the way.

During four months, Obeid held possession of Herit,
and the Sunni persecution of the Shias was remewed.
At length, Shah Tahmasp, compassionating the suffer-
ings of his subjects, seized an interval of comparative
peace, and set out for Khorisén. As he approached,
Obeid Khan, eager to keep permanent possession of that
province, proposed to meet him in the field. The other
Uzbek chiefs, however, preferred a retreat ; and, though
it was then winter, the invading army set out to regain
their own country by the route of Balkh. Tahmasp
reached Herdt unopposed, and sent to Tabas to bring
Sém Mirza, who had shut himself up in that town after
his flight from Kandahdr. He was pardoned for his
rebellious designs, and for the invasion he had made, as
was pretended, without the royal authority; and some
of his servants were put to death, as being his evil ad-
visers. Khordsén was now committed to Sultan Ma-
hammed Mirza, another young prince; and Muhammed
Khan Sherf-ed-din Ughli Taklu, was placed beside him
in Herat, as Protector, and Amir-ul-omra.

Having cleared Khordsdn of enemies, and provided
for its safety and the proper administration of affairs,

* Shah Tahmasp now turned his eyes to the side of Kan-

dahér. That province had been dependent on Herét in
the days of its prosperity ; and the Shah, though he
had pretended to be ignorant, and to disapprove, of Sim
Mirza's attack on it, now entered it himself with a
powerful army. The capital does not seem to have
been placed in a sufficiently defensible state, after the
late siege. Khwidja Kilin, from the want of provisions
and scarcity of military stores, seeing no hopes of
being able to stand a siege, resolved to shun an in-
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effectual contest; put in order his palace, which was
magnificently furnished; and arranged all its rich
carpets and sumptuous gold and silver plate, to be
ready for the reception of the Shah. He then left
orders with his deputy, Kanji Khwdja, that, on his
Majesty’s approach, he should present him with the
keys of the fort and public offices, and deliver a mes-
sage in his name; that, as the Khwéija, from want of
warlike stores, had not the means of either defending
the place, or of meeting him in the field,—as, if able,
he would have done,—he thought that the next most
honourable course he could pursue, was to put his
house in order, and, in that condition, leave it for the

est whom he could not entertain in person. He then
withdrew, and retired, by way of Sind and Uch, to
Léhiér. Mirza Kdmrdn was much offended at this
conduct, and did not admit him to his presence for
a whole month after bis arrival ; complaining, that the
Khwiéja had not held out even for a short time so as to
admit of his being relieved. The Khwdja's valour,
judgmeént and fidelity were indisputable; and this
attempt to soften the asperity of war may, perhaps,
be regarded not only as a proof of the refinement of
the man, the friend of Bédber, and of the politeness
that originated in the liberal studies so successfully
cultivated in the Court of that prince; but, perhaps, as
a symptom of the growing civilisation of