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PREFACE TO THE FIRST EDITION.

O ———

IX the autumn of last year, I hoped and believed
that this volume of the History of the Sepoy War
would be 1aid before the public in the course of the
following month of November. But it was other-
wise ordained. I was compelled to lay aside the
pen, when 1 thought myself most capable of using
it ; and not until the dawn of the next summer was
I permitted, or, indeed, able, to resume my work,
with a feeling that I was equal to the task. Some
had exhorted me to finish it any-how ; others, to get
some one to help me. I could only answer that I
would rather not finish it at all, if I could not put
my best powers of workmanship into it; and, what-
ever the toil and travail might be, write every line
myself. So I waited patiently for the hour and the
hour came. My old love of historical research came
back upon me, and with it my power of sustained
work.

Let no man deceive himself as to the nature of
that work. There is no such thing as the easy
writing of History. If it be not Truth it is not
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History; and Truth lies very far below the surface.
It is a long and laborious task to exhume it. Rapid
production is a proof of the total absence of con-
scientious investigation. For History is not the
growth of Inspiration, but of Evidence. It is scarcely
reasonable, therefore, to complain of delay, when
without delay, or in other words, protracted inquiry,
there can be no approximation to the Truth. I can-
not, therefore, apologise for that to which these
volumes owe any little value that they may possess
in the eyes of the present or a future generation.

As I went further into the depths of this strange
story I found that the difficulties of narration, to
which I had referred in my second volume, had
greatly increased. Materials were superabundant.
I cannot sufficiently express my gratitude to friends
and strangers (strangers only in the flesh) who pro-
vided me so freely with memorials of one of the most
wonderful episodes in the history of the British
nation. But the very wealth of these materials in-
creased my difficulties. It is comparatively easy to
describe a series of events. But I had not to do
with events rising out of, or following each other in
succession, but with a multitude of detached and
almost contemporaneous incidents, the only connect-
ing link being the universal fact that the Black man
had risen against the White. As illustrative ma-
terials, some of them of the most interesting cha-
racter, were showered upon me, it became increasingly
difficult to deal with such a mass of details, without
extending the dimensions of the work far beyond
the limits that would be acceptable to the Public. I
have endeavoured to give prominence to the most
significant and suggestive events. I cannot hope
that I have altogether succeeded; but I trust that I
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have not wholly failed. Doubtless, many an ex-
citing adventure which would have stirred the heart
of the reader, and many an act of personal gallantry,
which it would have been a delight to me to narrate,
has found no record in these pages. Nothing but
the stern laws of necessity have compelled these
omissions. It will be said, perhaps, that greater
compression in some parts might have afforded larger
space for amplification in others. But compression,
though doubtless a virtue, is, like some other virtues,
not always very interesting; and every man must
write his books in his own way. It might have been
better for me if I had not undertaken this work ; but
having undertaken it, I was bound to complete it,
with all the power I had in me, at any cost of
worldly fortune, or health, or even of life itself.
I have been told by one or two friends, to whom
I have shown some passages of this volume, that they
will “excite controversy and give pain.” No one
can be more unwilling than I am to cause unne-
cessary suffering. There is no greater literary crime
than the infliction "of pain, without thorough in-
quiry into the painful statements made and ample
proof of their truth, except to stand by them after
their falsehood has been made manifest. And, as-
suredly, it is pleasanter to praise than to blame.
“But,” I am told, ‘“admitted that it is all true, it is
injudicious to publish the truth, and there will be
much controversy arising out of it.” The Historian
who shrinks from controversy has mistaken his voca-
tion. I have told and I intend to tell the truth, so
faras I can discern it, after laborious and conscientious
inquiry, without any regard of persons. As I would
speak of a stranger I would speak of a friend; and
s I would speak of a friend, I would speak of a
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brother or of a son—of living and of dead alike. If'a
man is not prepared to do this, and to take the con-
sequences, let him write novels and travels in the
manner of Gulliver and leave History alone.

The present volume, like its predecessors, contains
three books. The FirsT of these relates to affairs
in Bengal and Behar, including some account of the
excitement at Calcutta, of the rising in Shahabad,
the mutiny at Dinapore, the defence and relief of
Arrah—together with some notices of Lord Canning’s
defensive and suppressive measures and of the general
policy observed by the Government in the earlier
days of the rebellion. In the preparation of these
chapters I have been much aided by the private cor-
respondence of Lord Canning, by a mass of docu-
ments, printed and manuscript, lent to me by Mr.
William Tayler, Commissioner of Patna, and by the
simple, manly narratives of Sir Vincent Eyre. The
Seconp (Book VIIL) contains a narrative of the
several risings in the North-Western Provinces, the
wide-spread subversion of British authority, the bear-
ing of the principal Native Princes and Chiefs, and
the defence of Agra up to the period of Mr. Colvin’s
death. My information with regard to these events
is principally derived from Mr. E. A. Reade, Sir Wil-
liam Muir, who had charge of the Intelligence De-
partment, Mr. Charles Raikes, Major Weller of the
Engineers, and the Confidential Reports of the several
civil and political officers whose narratives were
called for by Government after the suppression of the
insurrection. The TaIrD part (Book IX.) is devoted,
firstly, to affairs in - Oude, the general state of the
Provinces, the risings in the Districts, the siege and
defence of Lucknow, the death of Sir Henry Law-
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rence, and subsequent events up to the time of the
first relief of the Residency by Havelock and Ou-
tram ; and secondly, to the final and victorious siege,
wsault, and capture of Delhi. These last chapters have
caused a greater expenditure of time, labour, and
thought, than any other part of the work. And I
cannot be too grateful to those who have enabled me,
in some measure, I hope, to overcome the difficulties
of the task. Among these, I may mention the late
Sir Archdale Wilson, the family of the late Colonel
Baird Smith, Sir Neville Chamberlain, Colonel
George Chesney, and Colonel Welby Greathed of
the Engineers, Sir Edward Greathed, so highly dis-
tinguished in subsequent operations against the in-
surgents in the North-West, Sir Charles Reid, who
held so long the Picket at Hindoo Rao'’s, and Sir
Henry Daly, then of the Guides. Among artillery-
men, from whom I have derived the most important
assistance, are Sir James Brind, Sir Edwin Johnson,
General E. W. Scott, and my brother, Lieutenant-
General Edward Kaye. From such authorities as
these I must have evolved a large measure of truth,
amounting almost to perfect accuracy. But I wish
the reader to understand that I have not pretended
to write a MILITARY history of these or any other
operations—that my narrative was not intended to
bear “a stamp exclusive or professional,” but to com-
mand the common interests and catholic sympathies
of all classes of readers. It is, therefore, necessarily
deficient in personal and statistical details, such as
may be gathered from old Army Lists or the offi-
cial reports of the day. And 1 have purposely ab-
stained as much as possible from technical phrase-
ology, though having had the advantage of a military



X PREFACE.

education and having served my apprenticeship to
the profession, such language would have come
readily from my pen.

I had intended in this volume to have included
some account of the first relief of Lucknow : and, in-
deed, the narrative of Havelock's operations were
already in print; but not only did I find that the
fulfilment of this design would have swollen the
volume to an inconvenient bulk, but it appeared to
me on reconsideration that it would be more advan-
tageous to the entire work to embrace in one conse-
cutive narrative the story of the campaign of Have-
lock and Outram and the final operations of Sir
Colin Campbell. This will form a not unimportant
part of the next volume, which will contain also,
if I am suffered to complete it, some account of
Delhi within the walls, of the Trial of the King and
others implicated in the slaughter of our people, a
history of the Central-Indian Campaign under Sir
Hugh Rose, of later events in Agra and Rajpootana
—of the risings in Western India, of affairs in the
Deccan, and of the general pacification of the coun-
try ; concluding with a chapter on the Fall of the
East India Company, the proclamation of the Queen'’s
Government throughout the country, the remedial
policy of Lord Canning, and the manner in which
our promises and pledges, given in the day of danger,
have been, in the day of safety, fulfilled.

J. W. K.

Rose Hill, Forest Hill.
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ADVERTISEMENT TO SECOND EDITION.

THE preparation of a new edition of this volume
hasbeen called for sooner than I had anticipated. I
have not, therefore, been able to bestow upon it that
full and careful revision which it would have received
at my hands had more time been allowed to me for
my own corrections and those suggested by the dis-
coveries of my friends; still something has been done
to cleanse the present edition of those typographical
and clerical errors which must find their way into
an extensive work, written mainly from manuscript
materials and abounding in names of persons and of
places. These corrections have been made principally
in the text; other errors, brought to my notice too
late to be corrected on the printed page, will be found
in a table of “corrigenda.” Some interesting cor-
respondence now printed for the first time, relating
to matters of historical detail, is given in an Addition
to the Appendix.

Isaid in my Preface, that I expected to excite
controversy, as a necessity of the work that I had
undertaken to write. No contemporary history worth
reading can ever escape controversial asperities, any
more than a writer aiming only at the expression of
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the truth can hope to avoid contradiction and con-
demnation. But there is solace in the thought that
almost every controversy has an element .of self-
adjustment in it. It is rarely necessary that an
author should defend his own positions. Some one,
or many of his readers, will take the trouble off his
hands and show, better than he can do, that his
assailants are wrong. If he is condemned on the
one hand for judgments too severe, others will de-
clare that they are far too lenient; and the reverse.
It is mainly around the character and conduct of
individuals that these diversities gather; and personal
controversies are ever more bitter and vehement than
others ; but they are commonly the most short-lived
of all. It need not be added that it would be an
endless and impossible task to notice the statements
and opinions of anonymous assailants—even of those
entitled to consideration for their knowledge of or
worthy of respect for the fairness of their criticism.

March, 1876.

ERRATA.

At page 241, line 7, for *Lieutenant Boulton™ read *Lieutenant
Burlton” .

Page 296, note, last line, dele  See Note in Appendix.”

Page 297, line 4, for “their design up the treasure read “ their design
upon the treasure.’ ’

* Page 429, top line, for ““Mr. Colverly Jackson” read ““Mr. Coverley
Jackson.”

Page 538, line 11 from bottom, for ¢ Captain Simonds of the Artillery*
read Captain Simons of the Artillery.”

Page 615, line 8, it is stated that the assailants of the Cavalry Brigade
were “kept back by the guns of Tombs and Campbell.” This is stated
by Sir Hope Grant. But I am informed that none of the guns of Major
Campbell’s battery were 2o engaged. The guns, referréd to, seem to have
been under Lieutenant C. Hunter of the Third Brigade H.A. )
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HISTORY OF THE SEPOY WAB.
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BOOK VII.—BENGAL, BEHAR, AND THE NORTH-
‘WEST PROVINCES.

[Joxe—JuLr, 1857.]

——

CHAPTER 1.

STATE OF APPATRS IN CALCUTRA—ANXIETIES OF THE GOVERNOR-GENERAL—
DESPATCH OF REINFORCEMENTS—RETRIBUTORY MEASURES—THE VOLUN-
TEER QUESTIOX—RESTRICTIONS ON THE INDIAN PRESS —DISARMING OF
THR BARRACKPORE REGIMENTS—THE GREAT CALCUTTA PANIC—ARREST
OF THE KING OF OUDE—SIR PATRICK GEANT—FINANCIAL DIFFICULTIES
OF THE CRISIS.

WarLsT the incidents recorded in the preceding  1857.
books were occurring—whilst Havelock and Neill ~ June.
were pushxng on from the South to the relief of The Governor
Cawnpore and Lucknow, and John Lawrence was g“d‘;'&l&“
pouring down from the North all his available mili-
tary strength to the attack of Delhi—events were de-
veloping themselves, in many different parts of the
country, which showed how wide-spread was the dis-
affection, and how momentous was the crisis, with
which the head of the British Government was called
upon to contend. To Lord Canning, who wisely con-
tinued to reside in the capital, the month of June
was one of intense anxiety and vexation—anxiety

YOL. NI 5 "7 B



1857.

June.

]
.

2 AT THE SEAT OF GOVERNMENT.

for the fate of his countrymen in the Upper Pro-
vinces, vexation engendered by the attitude assumed
by some influential classes of the European commu-
nity at Calcutta, who gricvously misunderstood his
character, and continually condemned his conduct.
The lull which immediately followed the outbreaks
at Meerut and Delhi had now been rudely disturbed.
Every post was freighted with tidings of some new
manifestation of the all-prevailing excitement in the
Native Army of Bengal, and made more clear to him

" the enormous difficulties which now threatened -the

security of the Empire. The North-Western Pro-
vinces were in a blaze. Not only was the whole
Native Army falling away from him, but the fabric
of civil government was in many places crumbling to
pieces. Whether this disorganisation were the result
merely of the ravages of the soldiery, and the love
of rapine natural at all times to the predatory classes,
or whether the discontents of our trained fighting
men were shared by the peaceful communities, and
the country was ripe for civil rebellion no less than
for military revolt, was not at that time apparent.
But it was certain that the first efforts of the Govern-
ment must be directed to the suppression of the
mutinous activities of the Sepoy Army. And to the
accomplishment of this, Lord Canning, never dis-
guising from himself or from others the magnitude of
the danger to be grappled with, had put forth all his
personal strength, and evoked all the resources of
the State. _

That on the first receipt of intelligence of the cap-
ture of Delhi by the insurgent army, the Governor-
General addressed himself, with the utmost prompti-
tude and vigour, to the work of collecting troops from
all available sources, has been shown in the first volume

*
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DESPATCH OF SUCCOURS. 3

of this History. The looked-for succours were of two
kinds: those already on the Indian establishment,
which could be easily gathered up and brought
speedily to the scene of action by his own guthorita-
tive word ; and those which lay at a distahce under
the control of other authorities, and for which he
could do no more than ask. The first, it has been
seen, soon began to pour in, and they were despatched
to the Upper Provinces with all possible speed. That
the Government were taken by surprise, that the
available "mecans of transport were inconsiderable,
and that the Military Department at the Presidency
was not strong during the first month of trouble, is
not to be denied. But it is equally clear to me that
Lord Canning neglected no means at his disposal to
despatch European troops to the endangered pro-
vinces with all the speed which could be attained by

- the functionaries under him, who had never before

been prepared for such an emergency, and were not
likely now to be in an abnormal state of preparation.
With what success these primal efforts were attended

- has been shown. Benares and Allahabad were saved
~ by the succours sent upwards from Calcutta. But

Cawnpore was lost ; Lucknow was still in imminent
danger ; and the flames of rebellion were spreading
all over North-Western India.

And there was a never-ceasing source of dire
affliction to him in the thought that all he could do
at such a time was but little and light, weighed
against what nceded to be done. “It is enough to

break one’s heart,” he wrote in June, “+to have to

refuse the imploring prayers of the Europeans at out-
stations for protection by English troops against

. the rising of the Sepoys in their neighbourhood, or

against the savage marauders and mutineers who are
B2

1857.
June.
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4 AT THE SEAT OF GOVERNMENT.

afoot. But to scatter our’ small force over the
country would be to throw away every chancc of a
speedy success.”

Throughout the whole country, there was no place,
the perilous environments of which had been regarded
with profounder anxiety by Lord Canning, than
the cantonment of Cawnpore. All his letters written
in the month of June express the painful uneasiness
with which he contemplated Wheeler's position, and
the eagerness with which he sought to relieve him by
succours both from below and from above. Benares
and Allahabad being secured, he desired that all the
reinforcements sent up from the southward should
pass on to Cawnpore; and he wrote to Sir Henry
Barnard, urging him to send down a regiment from
the Delhi Field Force.* ¢ Benares,” he wrote in the
middle of June, ¢ has been made safe. So has Allah-
abad, I hope, but only just in time. Henceforward,
the reinforcements will be pushed up still further—to
Cawnpore ; but the disorganised state of the country
between Allahabad and Cawnpore may interpose
delay; and both telegraph and dawk from any place
north of Allahabad is now cut off from Calcutta. I
cannot, therefore, speak so confidently of the time
when help will reach Sir Hugh Wheeler. It may
not be for four or five days, or even more.t This
makes it all the more urgently necessary that you
should push down an European force immediately.
When it reaches the Cawnpore Division, it will, ac-

* It has been shown (vol. ii. p. not exist. The passage is correctly
136) that he wrote at the same time transcribed from the copy, in the
to Mr. Colvin, desiring him to make Brivate secretary’s handwriting, kept
every effort to despatch southwards by Lord Canning. There is some
all the troops that Barnard could reason, however, to suspect the word
spare. “days” is a clerical error for

1 Ihave not the original of this * weeks.” If not, it is difficult to
letter before me; perhaps it does understand the context.
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wrding to the instructions which have been sent to
you, pass under Sir Hugh Wheeler's command. And
with him will rest the responsibility of relieving
Lucknow and pacifying the country from Cawnpore
downwards. It will be for you to judge what your
own movements should be. All that I require is that
an Kuropean force, as large an one as you can spare,
shall be sent southwards with the least possible delay,
and that it should not be detained an hour for the
purpose of finishing off affairs at Delhi, after once
the great blow has been struck.” Whether this letter
ever reached its destination is uncertain.®* If it did,
it must have been received with astonishment on the
Delhi Ridge. And it was not merely in that direction
that the expectations of the Governor-General were
overleaping the stern realities of the position. The
succours from Allahabad, by which first Cawnpore
and then Lucknow were to be saved, were almost as
remote contingencies as those summoned from the
northward. This misconception resulted not from a
want of sagacity, but from a want of information.
The magnates of Calcutta were groping hopelessly in
the dark. The difficulties of their position had been
rendered still more difficult by the interruption of
postal and telegraphic communication between Cal-
cutta and many of the chief stations of Upper India.
Nearly all the country above Allahabad was sealed to
them. Newsfrom Agra, from Delhi, from the Punjab,
came in by many devious channels after long in-
tervals, and was often little to be relied on when it
came. Again and again news came that Delhi had
fallen. Not only in Calcutta, but in Allahabad,

# It was drafted on the 10th of until that day, probably in uncer-
June, but was not despatched till tainty as to whether the accounts
the 21st. Lord Canning retained which reached him of the fall of
it, after a duplicate had been made, Delhi were true or false.

1867.
June,
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6 AT THE SEAT OF GOVERNMENT.

Agra, Cawnpore, Lucknow, all our chief British
posts, the cheering report came down only to disap-
point and to mock our people; and in some places
royal salutes were ostentatiously fired in honour of
the auspicious event.

In spite, however, of postal interruptions—often
only delays—Lord Canning received many letters,
at this time, from officers in responsible positions,
who rightly took upon themselves, in total disregard
of official proprieties, to write directly to the Go-
vernor-General ; and from others, too, upon whom
the crisis had conferred no such right, but who were
eager to offer advice to the head of the Government.
These letters were of very different kinds and cha-
racters. In many there was serviceable information
of the best kind ; in others, sound good sense, often
too late to be of any service to the chief ruler, as it
related to the causes of the revolt, not to its remedies.
In sotme there was blatant folly. Military re-
formers and religious enthusiasts spoke out freely,
and the Adjutant-General and Armageddon alter-
nately figured in these volunteer despatches. Many,
it may be supposed, counselled the most sanguinary
retributory measures. All these letters Lord Canning
attentively perused, and then handed them over to
his Private Secretary, to be duly docketed and
properly pigeon-holed. Often he answered them.
When good service was done he was prompt to
recognise it. Those who said that he was cold-
hearted because he was cool and collected in danger,
little knew the warmth which he threw into his more
private correspondence. Sometimes this warmth
took the shape of reprobation rather than of ap-
plause—reprobation of principles asserted, not ap-
proval of actions performed. But even in this repro-
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bation there was generally some recognition of the
zeal and loyalty of the man, though the counsel
offered to him was of a kind altogether foreign to
his own sentiments and opinions. Thus to one cor-
respondent, who recommended that measures of a most
vigorous (or otherwise sanguinary) character should
be taken for the purpose of overawing the Native
soldiery, he wrote: “ You talk of the necessity of
striking terror into the Sepoys. You are entirely
and most dangerously wrong. The one diffizulty,
which of all others it is the most difficult to meet, is
that the regiments which have not yet fallen away
are mad with fear—fear for their caste and religion,
fear of disgrace in the eyes of their comrades, fear
that the European troops are being collected to crush
and decimate them as well as their already guilty
comrades. Your bloody, off-hand measures are not
the cure for this sort of disease; and I warn you
against going beyond the authonty which Govern-
ment has already given to you, and even that autho-
rity must be handled discreetly. Don’t mistake
violence for vigour.” And these sentiments were
shared by the wisest and most heroic of Lord
Canning’s Lieutenants. Sir Henry Lawrence, both
by word and deed, strove to allay the fears of the
timid, to encourage the loyalty of the wavering, and
in all to reward the good rather than to punish the
evii Sir John Lawrence, in pure, intelligible ver-
nacular, said that he believed it was ““all funk” that
was driving the soldiery into armed opposition to the
Government, and that the greatest difficulty with
which he had to contend, was that our measares of
repreesmn had a necessary tendency to prolong the
aisis by increasing the general alarm. And Sir
James Outram rebuked an officer who had recom-
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mended sanguinary measures of retaliation, by saying
that he had always observed that men the most blood-
thirsty in council were the least gallant and cou-
rageous in action. There were, doubtless, times and
seasons in the development of this revolt, when the
cruelty of the hour was the prescience of cnlarged
humanity—when, to strike remorselessly at all, taken
red-handed, in the first flush of rampant crime,
would be mereciful to the thousands and tens of thou-
sands who were waiting for the encouragement of a
successful beginning to fling themselves into the
troubled waters of rebellion. But this dire and de-
plorable necessity differed greatly from the vindictive
eagerness which longed to be let loose, not only upon
proved murderers and mutineers, but upon whole
races of men guilty of the unpardonable offence of
going about with dark skins over their lithe bodies.
And already, indeed, Lord Canning was beginning
to fear that this intense national hatred was bearing
bitter and poisonous fruit. The tidings which he
received directly or indirectly from Benares and
Allahabad filled him with apprehensions, lest the
wild justice of the hour, which was running riot in
the Gangetic Provinces, should become a reproach
and a misery for years. He feared that the great
powers which had been given both to soldiers and
to civilians were already being abused; and yet he
felt that he could not arrest the hand of authority
without paralysing the energies of the very men to
whom he most trusted to crush the rebellion which
was destroying the lives of our people and threaten-
ing our national supremacy. There had been no
feeble humanitarianism—no sentimental irresolution
—in Canning’s measures. It has been seen that, on
the 30th of May, an Act had been passed sweeping
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svay many of the old legal fences, and giving extra-
ordinary powers to officers in the trial and execution
of offenders; and now, on the 6th of June, another
Act was passed extending thesc powers of life and
death.®* That the Governor-General should have
watched the result of this exceptional legislation with
uxious forebodings is not strange. But that the
head of a Government, which had given what it
richtly described as “ cnormous powers” to indi-
vidual Englishmen, for the suppression of mutiny
and rebellion by hanging the Natives of the country,
with scarcely the formality even of an impromptu
trial, should have been charged, as he was, with not
appreciating the gravity of the position, is, rationally
considered, one of the strangest facts in the whole
history of the war.

The strangest things, however, are not always un-
accountable. The self-esteem of the Calcutta citizens
had been wounded ; and egotism often affectionately
adopts what reason contemptuously discards. Lord
Canning had not accepted the first offer of the Euro-
pean community of Calcutta to enrol themselves into
a Volunteer Corps for the protection of the City; and
it was thought or said, therefore, that he could not
sec the dangers which beset our position. But even
this ground of reproach was now to be removed. In
the second week of June, the rcconsideration of the
question, which had been decided adversely in the
preceding month, was urged upon Lord Canning by
the ablest of his counsellors. Very earnestly, and
with a great show of authority, Mr. Grant, on the
10th of June, pressed the Governor-General to recall
his refusal. His memory grasped the fact that, three
jears before, the whole question of Volunteer Corps

® This is given in the Appendix.
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for the protection of the chief cities of India had.
been discussed and minuted upon by Lord Dalhousie’s,
Government. That was the time of the Crimean War ;
and the Governor-General saw but too plainly that
whenever English troops might be wanted for purposes
of European warfare, little thought would be given
to the requirements of the great Indian dependency.
It had, therefore, been held worthy of consideration
whether in all the large towns in which Europeans
and Eurasians congregated in sufficient numbers to
enrol themselves into Volunteer Corps of respectable
strength, the movement might not wisely be encou-
raged by the State. And the views of the Govern-
ment of the day had been received with favour by
the East India Company. This weighty precedent
being now cxhumed, the papers recording it were
put together and circulated after the wonted fashion,
and with the papers, which thus brought up the
Governor-General of yesterday to bear witness against
the Governor-General of to-day, Mr. Grant despatched
a note to Lord Canning, saying: “I entreat your
Lordship to read so many of the papers in this box as
I have put at the top of the bundle. It is not a
quarter of an hour's reading. You will see that the
general question of having a Volunteer Rifle Corps
here, when the Europeans come forward, has been
settled both by the recommendation of Lord Dal-
housie’s Government and the Court’s decision thereon.
Now, not only have these inhabitants come forward,
but they are grumbling at their offer having been
virtually declined. Certainly an emergency has oc-
curred infinitely greater than was contemplated at
the time by any member of Lord Dalhousie’s Govern-
ment.”* And he added to this that it was highly

® In this letter Mr. Grant thus probabilities of danger. I donotthink
describes the situation with all its the language exaggerated. I think
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probable that if a Volunteer Corps were not raised in
such a crisis as was then before them, the Home
Government, after what had passed a few years
before, would ask the “reason why.” Lord Canning
was not a man to be moved by any apprehensions of
this kind; but the persuasive utterances of his col-
league induced him to reconsider the whole question,
and to reverse his former judgment. Perhaps he was
not sorry to prove to the Christian community of
Calcutta that they had erred in believing that he had
rejected their former offer with studied contempt. In
the middle of June, as in the middle of May, it was
still his impression that a body of amateur soldiers,
with other interests and other responsibilities, would
not materially augment the military strength at his
disposal, or enable him to release a single company of
Regulars from the immediate defence of the capital.®

it is one thing to show alarm gra- give us an awful shake—not only in

tuitously and another thing to make
all secure against bad weather, when
the glass falls below stormy. In
reality, as well as in appearance, we
are v here, where we ought
to be—and if we can’t be, should at
at least appear to be—as strong as
Pible. ‘We have as enemies three
\ative Infantry regiments and a
balf, of which one and a half are the
very worst type we know ; ong, two,
three (for no one knows) thousand
armed men at Garden Reach, or
arailable there at a moment; some
hundred armed men of the Scinde
Amecers at Dum-Dum; half the Ma-
homedan population; and all the
blac s of all sorts of a town
of six hundred thousand peosle.
Against these we lave one and a
half weak regiments, most of whom
dare not leave the Fort. There is
no reason to expect real help in real
danger from the Native Police. The
insurrection is regularly spreading
down to us. Is this an emergency
ornot? My conviction is that even
2 street row at the capital would

ngal, but iu Bombay and Madras
—at this moment.” — MS. Corre-

ndence.

* « Another sedative to the fears
of Calcutta has been the acceptance
of the offer of Volunteers. They
resented being made special consta-
bles, and objected to act with the
Police. They have now been en-
rolled as Volunteer Guards. Arms
have been given to them, and their
present duty is to patrol at night.
After a little training they will make
a very useful patrol guard, when
needed ; but T was not long in find-
it:.ﬁ out that any duty which should

e them away from their homes for
any length of time—such, for in-
stance, as garrisoning the Fort in
place of European troops—would be
strongly objected to by three-fourths
of them. The truth is, that Caleutta
does not furnish men idle enough
and independent enough to be able
to give themselves to that duty con-
tinuously.”—Lord Canning to Mr.
Fernon Smith, June 19, 1857, MS.
Correspondence.
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1857.  But he consented to the enrolment and the arming of

Juse.  the citizens, and he sent for Colonel Cavenagh, the
Town-Major, and instructed him to make immediate
arrangements for the organisation of the force, and
to take the command of it himself.

And it is to the honour of the community that,
notwithstanding what they considered to be a rebuff
in the first instance, they again made offers of their
services—not so numerously, not so enthusiastically,
as in the month before, but still in sufficient force to
constitute two serviceable bodies of Horse and Foot.
Lawyers and merchants, covenanted and uncove-
nanted civilians, tradesmen and clerks of all kinds and
degrees, turned out to drill in the worst seasons of
the year, in scorching heat and in steamy damp; and
we can take just account of what they did and
suffered only by remembering the quiet, easy, mo-
notonous lives from which many suddenly emerged
into a forced and unnatural activity. One thing at
least was certain—the enrolment of these volunteer
bands had an assuring effect on the minds of the
community at large. They seemed to start suddenly
into life, as by a wave of the enchanter’s wand.
Cavenagh went about his work with promptitude
and energy of the best kind, and although he was
soon afterwards honeurably relieved from the com-
mand, on account of the urgent pressure of other
duties, it is hard to say how much the efficiency of
the Volunteer Corps was due to his first efforts.

Restrictions ~ But that which of all causes of vexation vexed
°P';;lf Indian [ 5rd Canning most in this month of June was the
language of the Indian Press—the malignant out-

, pourings of the Native and the unguarded utterances
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of the European journals. That, for some time past,
the former had been overflowing with sedition was
certain ; but the latter had always been loyal, if not
to the local governments, at least to the Crown and
the Nation. The Native newspapers, printed in
Persian or Nagari characters, or sometimes only
lithographed as rude fly-sheets, were generally sup-
posed by the European communities to be of small
circulation and smaller influence. But with a par-
tially educated and a generally poor people, the
influence of a published journal is out of all pro-
portion to the number of copies printed. Not only
did every impression of a Native newspaper pass
through a number of hands, but each one of the
numerous recipients read it aloud, or recited its
contents to a still larger audience. And as every
reader and every hearer was, in an extreme degree,
credulous and suspicious, every lie uttered and
printed was believed as gospel, and other lies were
encrusted upon it. There were, doubtless, some ex-
ceptions, especially in Bengal; but the majority of
Native journals were either intentionally hostile and
false to the British Government, or they scattered
abroad, with reckless prodigality, lying rumours,
which werc perhaps more dangerous in their insidious-
ness than the utterances of open sedition. Though
generally disregarded, as I have said, by Englishmen
in India, these manifestations of an unquiet spirit in
the depths of Native society had attracted, during a
long series of years, the attention of some shrewd
observers; and it was sometimes prophetically said
that the fidelity of the Native Army could not long
survive the establishment of a Free Press. And it is
not improbable that not one of those shrewd ob-
servers, from Sir Thomas Munro downwards, ever

1857.
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discovered half the mischief lurking beneath the
ambiguously worded articles and enigmatical para-
graphs of the Native journalists.*

The European journals, on the other hand, which
were for the most part conducted by educated Eng-
lish gentlemen holding a good position in society,
prided themselves on being intensely English. A
large proportion of their readers, and a still larger
proportion of the purchasers of these journals, were
either “in the services,” or members of the com-
mercial communities of the large towns. That there
was also a Native Public for these writings is true;
but the English journalist and the Hindoo or Ma-
homedan reader were commonly brought together
by the medium of translations in the Native papers.
The classes, therefore, for which the English news.
papers were edited were those most interested in the
maintenance of good order and the supremacy of
the British Government. But Anglo-Indian editors,
whilst loyally fulfilling their duty to the Public and
to the State, on the whole with praiseworthy con-
scientiousness, were not exempt from the besetting .
infirmity of their craft—an intense craving for news.
The fault was not in the Journalist so much as in the
Public. The journal that published a lying report
onc morning was held in greater esteem than the
contemporary who contradicted it on the next. Any-
thing was more acceptable than dulness; and to be,
cautious is always to be dull. And this not only
with respect to facts, but also with resgect to opinions.
A critical conjuncture not only generates an extreme
desire for news on the part of the public, but an ex-

* Bir Thomas Munro’s famous ence toit. I have, therefore, given
minute has been often quoted, but some remarkable passages in the
this narrative would be incomplete Appendix.
without some more particular refer-
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cessive tendency towards strong writing on the part
of the public instructor. The excited journalist
naturally throws out at such times the angry sparks
of his peculiar national tendencies with a freedom
which, however gratifying to himself, cannot be
otherwise than embarrassing to the State. His
patriotism is not to be doubted. He is English to
the backbone. He will fight and die for his country.
He will do all things for it—but one. He will not
be reticent when he ought to be; he will not forego
the privilege of saying just what he likes.

But therc are times and seasons when even the

honourable impulses of loyal journalists may wisely

be held in restraint, and assuredly such a time
had arrived in the month of June, 1857. In the
official language of the day, “The Bengal Native
Army was in mutiny; the North-Western Provinces
were for the moment lost; the King of Delhi and our
treacherous Sepoys were proclaiming a new empire ;
small bodies of gallant Englishmen were holding out
for Government in isolated stations against fearful
odds; the revolt was still extending; and the hearts
of all Englishmen in India were daily torn by ac-
counts of the massacre of their brethren, and the
massacre, and worse than massacre, of their women
and children.” In a word, there was a great crisis,
and European journalism did not sufficiently take
account of it—did not sufficiently consider that,
whatever in ordinary times might be the uses of
plain-speaking, a little reticence at such a season as
this might be advantageous to the general interests
of the Public and not dishonourable to public writers
themselves.

It may be said, that when everybody else is excited;

¢ The Government of Tudia to the Court of Directors, July 4, 1857.
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it is not to be expected that the journalist should
be free from excitement—that if, in the midst of
general tribulation and confusion, he maintains
serenity of mind and moderation of speech, he is
superior to the majority of his fellows. But it
is not to be forgotten that he assumes a superiority
—a superiority, on the strength of which he criti-
cises and controverts the acts and opinions of the
highest officers of the Government, even of the Go-
vernment itself—and that he, above all others, there-
fore, is bound, as a self-appointed public teacher, to
set an example to the community. The responsibility
which he takes upon himself is great; and he must
stand or fall as he proves himself worthy or unworthy
to be invested with it. If an individual commu-
nicates important information to the enemy—if he
spreads abroad false reports tending to endanger the
interests of the State and to jeopardise the lives of
his countrymen—if he inflames and alarms the minds
of those whom his Government are striving to pacify
and to reassure—every journal in the land forthwith
denounces him as a pestilent spy, a dangerous
agitator, and a public foe; and calls for condign
punishment to be inflicted upon him. But the news-
paper that does these things is not a single spy—a
single agitator—a single foe; but a legion of spies,
and agitators, and foes. Its cmissaries spread them-
selves all over the country, and do their mischief in
the most remote as in the nearest places. The treason
is of the most dangerous kind, and none the less so
because it is unintentional. ’
It seemed, therefore, to Lord Canning and his col-
leagues in the middle of the month of June, that the
malignant hostility of the Native and the reckless
unreserve of the European Press were evils which it
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was the duty of the State to arrest. When the Press
was liberated, some twenty years before, it had been
one of the most cogent arguments in favour of the
liberation — one, indced, which had disarmed the
hostile and encouraged the wavering—that, in the
event of a critical conjuncture of affairs calling for
such a measure, the Government of the day might in
the course of an hour reimpose such restraints as it
might think fit upon the Press. That circumstances
might arise to render the reimposition of such re-
straints a salutary measure, and that it would be not
only justifiable, but commendable on the part of
Government to exercise the power vested in it, was
never questioned even by the most liberal contem-
poraries of Sir Charles Metcalfe. And those excep-
tional circumstances, calling for exceptional measures,
were now present to the Governor-General and his
counsellors.

The Legislative Council of Calcutta was then com-
posed of the members of the Executive Government
and others especially. appointed thereto, including
the Chief Justice and one of the Puisne Judges. The
legislators who met the Governor-General on the
13th of Junc consisted of four covenanted civilians,
one military officer, and three English lawyers. The
English element, therefore, of which the Governor-
General, who had been little more than a year in
India, was a conspicuous part, was certainly not
overborne by the “services.” The Governor-General
brought in the Bill and proposed its first reading,
which was seconded by Mr. Dorin, as senior member
of Council. Lerd Canning made a brief and emphatic
speech, taking the whole responsibility on himself;
but Chief Justice Colvile frankly declared his willing-
ness to share that rcsponsibility with the head of the

VOL. IIL ¢
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1967, Executive Government. There was not a dissentient

st voice in Council. There was not, indeed, any re-
luctance or any reserve on the part of a single
legislator in that assemblage. KEven Sir Arthur
Buller, a Liberal of Liberals, accorded his assent as
freely as Mr. Dorin and Mr. Grant. And Mr.
Peacock was equally convinced that the salus populi—
suprema lex demanded the exercise of exceptional
powers for the suppression of an exceptional evil.
The Act was passed, placing for a year the whole
Press of India under penal restraints. Thenceforth no
printing-press, within that time, was to be kept with-
out a license from Government—if so kept, in de-
,fiance of the law, it might be seized and confiscated ;
—and the Exeoutive Government was vested with
full power to suppress at will, by an announcement
in the Government Gazette, any publication which
might be considered injurious to the interests of the
State.

Jume13.  Ever since the days of John Milton, Englishmen,
in all parts of the world, have had a just reverence
for the privilege of ‘“unlicensed printing.” It is not
surprising, therefore, that the law passed on the 13th
of June—No. XV. of 1857—excited a howl of in-
dignation at the time, and by later writers has been
severely condemned. It was forthwith christened
the Gagging Act, and loaded with every term of
reproach. The prompt cries of the daily papers were
followed by the more deliberate execrations of the
weeklies. It is unnecessary to examine in detail |
what was written under the influence of intense
excitement, and would hardly now be justified by
the writers themselves. But there is one statement,
repeated in calmer moments, that may be noticed
here. It has been said that by passing this Act Lord
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(amning insulted the whole European community
st s time when it was his special duty to conciliate
them. But it is stated by the assailants of the Go-
vernor-General that the Company’s civilians prompted

the measure ; so they were not insulted. It has been .

teen that the most eminent lawyers in Calcutta voted
unhesitatingly in favour of the Bill; and it is not to
be believed that they would have deliberately sanc-
tioned a measure regarded as an offence to the whole
legal profession. The sentiments of the merchants
and traders are not equally apparent in the retro-
spect. But as they had a greater interest in the
preservation of order and the protection of property,
and were more largely connected with the Native
inhabitants than any other class of Europeans, it
must not be hastily assumed that a measure intended
to allay public excitement and to moderate anti-
pathies of race, was an abomination to the commercial
community.* Moreover, to have drawn a distinction
in such a case between the European and the Native
Press would have been an insult to the loyal Native

® A letter before me, written a
week after the Act was passed (by

a high eivil officer, one not likely
to from the truth), says :

of Sir Henry Lawrence, as contained
in a letter to Lord Canning, were
these : “Whatever may be the danger
from the Native Press, I look on it

=] don’t know what you will think
of the Press Act, but no one ought
object to it who has not given a
week to the study of the Indian
sewspapers. 8ir Henry Lawrence
tells us that the English Press has
done us more harm in the Native
wmind than the Native Press, and
that no paper bas done us more harm
than the Friesd of India, which
spoliation in so
many words, and almost in terms
recommends forcible conversion, or
tbux:ht:iﬁgtoit. .. 'll)‘lI:e sensible

of urop ublic approve
%Acﬁ. mpem Native E’reos
opanly approves of it.”” The remarks

g

that the papers published in our lan-
f)uage are much the most dangerous.

isaffected Native editors need only
translate as they do, with or without
notes, or words of admiration or ex-
clamations, editorials from the Friexd
of India (on the duty of anmexing
every Native State, on the imbecility,
if not wickedness, of allowing a single
Jagheer, and of preaching the Gospel,
even by commanding officers), to raise

alarm and hatred in the minds of all

religionists, and all connected with
Native principalities or Jagheers.
And among the above will be found
a larg?”mn)onty of the dangepns

.C2
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inhabitants who were supporting the Government in
all parts of India. I think that the highest praise that
can be bestowed on Lord Canning is that he never lost
sight of the fact that he was Governor-General of India
—that India was a great country, inhabited by vast
millions of people, of different races and different
religions, and that although it was his duty to main-
tain by all just means the Empire which he had been
commissioned to govern, it did not become him to
keep prominently before the Natives of the country
the fact that they were a conquered people—a subject
race—bound by other laws and amenable to other
conditions than those recognised by their white-faced
conquerors. _

But no man knew better than Lord Canning that
distinctions, which he was himself disinclined to draw,

‘would be drawn by others both in India and in

England; and he wrote to the President of the Board
of Control, saying: “ Another step taken last week,
and which will provoke angry comment at home, is
the check put temporarily upon the Press. The
papers which go to you show the grounds on which
this has been done. As regards the Native Press,
I shall be surprised if even in England there are
two opinions as to the propriety of the measure.
The mischief which such writings as these which I
send to you do amongst the ignorant and childish,
but excitable Sepoys, and the fanatical Mahomedans
of every class, will be easily understood, especially
when it is known that they are eagerly sought and
listened to by the Native soldiers. I consider that
this evil is one which cannot, in the present state of
India, be allowed to continue without positive guilti-
ness on the part of the Government. Therefore, I
have not hesitated to take the power of arresting it
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by the only means which will be summary and
eficacions. As to the English Press, it has no claim
to exemption. If it were read only by English
readers, something might be urged in its defence.
Such an article as appeared in the Friend of India
four weeks ago, pointing out our temporary weakness
and the opportunity which it affords to our enemies,
might then be harmless enough. But the articles of
the English newspapers are translated into the Native
languages and read by all. Again, as regards the
announcement of facts, where a very little trouble of
inquiry would avoid error, this morning (June 19)
the Hurkaru states that European troops have been
sent to Berhampore to arrest the Nawab of Moorshe-
dabad, who, with his principal officers, has been dis-
covered, through papers which the Government have
seized, to be deeply implicated in the rebellion. This
is wantonly false. The Nawab has hitherto been
perfectly faithful, but how long he may remain so, if
this paragraph meets his eye, is very doubtful. Of
its effect upon the bigoted Mahomedan population of
Moorshedabad there can beno doubt. They are ripe
for revolt, and have already tampered with the Sepoys
at Berhampore, and unless the means which have
been taken to prevent any copy of the nmewspaper
reaching Moorshedabad shall be successful, the risk
of a rising against the Europeans will be most
imminent ; for the post will arrive there two days
before the troops, who have been sent for no other
purpose than to protect the station.”®

* The displeasure of the Govern-
ment was naturally very much in-
creased by the recollection of the
fict that the Calcutta journalist was
freely supplied with information from
Government House, in the shape
both of actual news and the verifica-

tion or correction of current rumours.
« He has,” wrote Lord Canning, “all
information of interest supplied to him
daily by the Government, and all his
qu:istionshreceive immediate ansvi'le}-s :
and yet he puts in a graph for
whic| thert? is not Em:hadow of

-
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Perhaps now that Time has allayed the popular
excitement and moderated the rash judgments of
men, the sober conclusions of most people resemble
these. I am aware that they are mere common-
places; but they are the commonplaces of common
sense. That it is the duty of a Government, in the
general interests of the community, at periods of
great popular excitement, to obtain the sanction of
the Legislature for the exercise of exceptional powers,
has never been questioned. The Liberty of the Sub-
ject and the Liberty of the Press are blessings to
which every Englishman holds fast as to an inalien-
able birthright. But there are times and seasons
when the most constitutional of Governments impose
restrictions on the former, by suspending the Habeas
Corpus Act, and do so without reproach when the
public safety seems to demand a temporary suspen-
sion of the ordinary laws of the land. It is neces-

_sary to the justification of such a measure only that

the crisis should be one of extreme urgency, and that
the violence of persons should be sufficient to demand
such violent interference with their liberties. And
the same with respect to liberty of speech. Now the
urgency of the crisis in this case was unquestioned
and unquestionable. The only consideration was,
whether the unrestrained utterances of the Anglo-
Indian Press had been such as to increase, or to
threaten to increase, the danger which menaced the
State and the lives of the Christian community ?
Lord Canning thought that they were. All the
members of his Council thought that they were.
The most eminent lawyers in Calcutta thought that

foundation, and has not the sense to times as these, and in this couniry,
see that he is perilling the lives of a need to be controlled, whether they
whole community of unprotected be European or Native.”
Europeans. Such editors in such
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they were. 'The Governors of the other Presidencies
thought that they were. Not because the attitude
of the Press was hostile to the Government, for, in-
deed, the general tendency of the most influential
portion of it was to support the British authorities—
but because — notwithstanding the loyalty, which
had never been suspected, which, indeed, was English
to & fault—it had manifested signs of a dangerous
want of caution, both in the dissemination of facts
and the utterance of opinions tending to expose
the weakness of the British Empire, to inflame the
passions of the people of India, and to excite alarm
among her Princes and Chiefs.

Bat it has been said that, although the circum-
stances were such as to justify the Government of the
day in placing restrictions upon the liberty of the
Press, as upon the liberty of the Subject, the same
results might have been attained in a less offensive
manner. In other words, a censorship might have
been established. But a censorship is, at all times,
an inconvenient and embarrassing affair, and, in
times of great popular excitement, the difficulty is
increased almost to the point of impossibility. For it
is in such times that a Government has most need of
the services of every one of its best officers; and it is
only to one of its best officers that the work of a
censorship can be safely intrusted. To take away any
such officer from his normal duties to watch the im-
prudences of the Press, would have resembled the
great evil which all men were bewailing at the time
—the necessity of employing European regiments
in keeping watch over suspected Sepoy battalions.
“ Better disarm them at once!” was the cry. But
Lord Canning had another and still more incisive
reason for rejecting the alternativs of the censorship.

1867,
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If he had an officer whom he could spare for this
difficult and delicate duty, he had not one to whom,
he thought, he could safely intrust the performance
of it. “I should have had to do it myself,” he said
afterwards to a gentleman who discussed the question
with him ; and this may be considered conclusive.
But it is not to be doubted that this and other
measures, however little understood, increased Lord
Canning’s unpopularity with some classes of the
European community. To say that he was indifferent
to it would not be true. No man can be altogether
indifferent to the opinions of his countrymen. But
he bore up bravely against it. It is more than pro-
bable that a certain feeling of contempt, which he
could not suppress, contributed to the strength of his
endurance. Perhaps, he had formed too low an esti-
mate of the courage and constancy of the men by
whom he was surrounded, and that he was too prone
to draw general conclusions unfavourable to his
countrymen from a few isolated facts. This was,
doubtless, in some degree at least, to be attributed to
the peculiarities of his position. For the head of
the Government often lacks information of what is
passing beyond the walls of Government House, and
knows little or nothing of the tone and temper of
general society. Those who sought his presence—I
do not speak of the official functionaries, who had
daily access to him—commonly came, with much
excitement of manner, to tell alarmist stories, which
he did not believe, or to suggest defensive measures,
which he could not approve; whilst of the calm,
quiet courage of those who stood aloof he probably
heard nothing. Even those who liked him least and
reviled him most never asserted that he showed the
slightest symptom of fear; and it must be admitted
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by the warmest of his admirers that he was not 1857
tolerant of those who did. It has been said, too, that  June.
his high personal courage, in which there was nothing
boastful, sometimes led him into errors, which, though
the errors of a noble nature, one may see reason to
regret. This may not be wholly untrue. But the
greater part of the charges brought against him—
charges, which after ample circulation on the spot
were sent home to friends in England, and by them
published in the London newspapers, were based
upon allegations absolutely, and in some instances
ridiculously, false. Even Lady Canning, who was
as little afraid as her lord, but who was full, to over-
ﬂowmg, of sympathy and compassion towards her

ed countrymen and countrywomen, did not
escape the mendacious censoriousness of Calcutta.
It was said of her that she had spoken of the “poor,
dear Sepoys;” and, though no such words had ever
passed her lips, the rumour ran from house to house
and found its way to England, and the unpopularity
which. had gathered so thickly around Lord Canning_
began also to encompass his wife. And lies grew
apace—how, no man knew; for every one believed,
who uttered them.

In the first week of June, and in the earlier part Lull in Cal-
of the second, there appears to have been some sub- “*"*
sidence of the excitement, the manifestations of which,
in the latter part of the preceding month, had aroused
such bitter feelings of indignation in the breast of
Lord Canning ; but ere the second week had cxpired,
there was a renewal of the alarm, in a more exag-
gerated form, and for a little while a great fear of the
armed Sepoys took absolute possession of large num-
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1857.  bers of Christian people. There had always been a
Jue.  Joud cry for the disarming of the Native regiments
in Bengal, to the extreme limits of that province up
to the great military station of Dinapore, hard by the
city of Patna, not seldom in a state of Mahomedan
fermentation. Of this I shall speak presently; but
~ first must be recorded the events which occurred at
the Head-Quarters of the Presidency Division of the

Army.
The Barrack-  Whilst the first reinforcements of European troops
boré 8" were pouring into the great Presidency town, at Bar-
rackpore the Sepoys seemed to be recovering from
the epidemic which had recently assailed them. On
the 25th. of May, the Seventieth Regiment of Native
Infantry had made offer of their services to march
against the rebels at Delhi. Struck by this evidence
of loyalty, and eager by all means to encourage it,
for he believed that many might yet be reclaimed
by generous proofs of confidence on the part of Go-
vernment, Lord Canning, without loss of time, had
driven t6 Barrackpore, where the regiment was drawn
up to receive him, and in a brief, stirring address
thanked them for their offer, and said that they
should march up the country. The example of the
Seventieth was soon followed by the Forty-third,
who requested also that their regiment ‘“might be
allowed to proceed against the mutinous regiments
at Delhi.” And in the first week of June all the
corps at Barrackpore besought the Government to
supply them with the new Enfield rifle. Outwardly
it was wise to accept this movement as another proof
that the Sepoys had cast out their old suspicions, and
were prepared faithfully to serve the Government,
whose salt they had so long eaten. But to comply
with the request, if compliance were possible, might
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have been to strengthen the hands of our enemies by
placing in them a new and formidable weapon, which
ere long might be turned against us. Whether such
were the hidden purpose of the request, or whether
the regiments who, from the first, had been swayed
backwards and forwards by varying gusts of con-
fidence and fear, of loyalty and infidelity, were at
that time sincere in their protestations, can never be
satisfactorily determined.®* There was, fortunately,
no need that Government should unravel this knotty
question. The difficulty was cut through at once by
the opportune fact that there was no supply of
Enfield rifles in store that could be served out to the
three regiments.

And before another week had spent itself, the
whole complexion of things was changed. Instead
of thinking of marching the regiments to Delhi with
Enfield rifles in their hands, the authorities were now
busy with the thought of dispossessing them even of
the old clumsy instrument known among British
soldiers as “ Brown Bess.” On the night of Saturday,
the 13th of June, an express arrived at Government
House from General Hearsey, stating that the Sepoys
at Barrackpore had conspired to rise in the course of
the night, and that he had sent for the Seventy-
eighth Highlanders, who were then at Chinsurah, to
disarm the suspected regiments, if the measure were
approved by Government. The sanction to the dis-
arming was reluctantly given. General Hearsey had
“shown such firmness and.nerve before,” that Lord

® The words of the Native officer

of the Seventieth are worth quoting.

“We have thought over the subject,

and as we are now going up country,

we beg that the new rifles, about

which s0 much has been said in the
army and all over the country, may
be served out to us. By using them

in its service, we hope to prove be-
yond a doubt our fidelity to Govern-
ment ; and we will explain to all we
meet that there is nothing objection-
able in them, otherwise why should
we have taken them? Are we not
as careful of our caste and religion
as any of them P”

1857.
June.
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Canning “could not resist the appeal” He was
never satisfied that the measure was necessary. But
he issued instructions with all promptitude, and that
night one European regiment was marching up from
Calcutta, and another was coming down from Chin-
surah, to enforce the disarming.*

The night passed quietly in the Lines, though
anxiously in the English bungalows; and, perhaps,
not without some efforts on the part of the worst-
disposed of the Sepoys to excite their comrades to an
immediate outbreak, this quietude was maintained.
About five o'clock on the morning of the 14th the
Highlanders marched into Barrackpore. Misled by a
guide, they had gone out of their way ; and when they
made their appearance at Head-Quarters, weary and
footsore, and in many instances only half dressed and
accoutred—according to contemporary chroniclers,
some without shoes and stockings, and some in their
sleeping drawers—the time had passed for immediate
action. The day was spent quietly, as the night had
been, and when towards evening the Native regiments
were suddenly warned for parade, and marched to
the parade-ground, they found themselves face to
face with a line of guns, and with a body of Euro-
peans on each of their flanks. Then General Hearsey
addressed them, tenderly and kindly, in his wonted

* A week afterwards he wrote to
Mr. Vernon Smith, saying: “I am
not now satisfied that there was any
sufficient ground for a general dis-
arming ; and, although all Calcutta
is delighted at it, I look forward
with some apprehension to the effect
which the measure will have at the
soveral stations in Lower Bengal. I
have always foreseen this danger in
disarming at the Presidency. I shall
rejoice if my fears prove groundless
—but already several desertions have

taken place since the disarming, and
some of the men are making their
way to Barrackpore with the news,
The Forty-third, the best behaved
regiment in Bengal, against which
there has never been a breath of re-
proach, is completely panic-stricken,
and the men are deserting one day
and coming back the next, not know-
ing what to do with themselves, but
confident that some further di

or injury is intended to them.’—
MS. Correspondence.



* PANIC SUNDAY.” 29

manner, and told them that it was the order of Go-  1857.
vernment that they should lay down their arms, lest Juse 14-
they should be incited by ill-disposed persons to acts

of mutiny and rebellion. They obeyed, promptly

and patiently, with the air of men who had been
wrongfully treated rather than baffled in an iniquitous

design. They were fearful and sorrowful, and many

of their English officers were well-nigh heart-broken

by what they considered the unjust punishment and
humiliation of their men. Some asked that the
Sepoys’ arms might be restored, whilst the Sepoys
themselves, believing that they would be massacred

by the Europeans, deserted in large numbers, glad to

escape even with their lives.

The Sepoy guards in Calcutta, at Fort William,
and in the suburbs of the great city, were furnished
from the regiments at Barrackpore. If the main
bodies of the several battalions at the Head-Quarters
of the Division were to be disarmed, it could not be
otherwise than necessary to subject to similar treat-
ment the offshoots on scattered duty elsewhere.
Whilst, therefore, the disarming parade was being
held at Barrackpore, the detachments at the Presi-
dency were disarmed. It was effected without re-
sistance. The work was easily done ; and in the same
quiet orderly manner the Sepoy guards at Dum-Dum
were deprived of their arms by a party of the Fifty-
third sent up for the purpose.

Meanwhile, on that 14th of June, there was «Panic Sun.
great excitement in Calcutta. It ‘was reported %’
that the Sepoys at Barrackpore had risen in the
night; and soon the rumour ran that they were in
full march upon Calcutta. Then also went abroad
the story, and ready credence grasped it, that the
Oude people at Garden-Reach were to rise at the
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same time, and to join in the threatened massacre of
the Christian people. So the hearts of many failed
them through fear, and some, terror-stricken and be-
wildered, left their homes, seeking refuge wheresoever
safety could be found. From an early hour in the
morning a great shudder ran through the capital,
and soon the confused activity of panic flight was
apparent. 'The streets, in some parts of the city,
were alive with vehicles. Conspicuous among them
were those great long boxes on wheels, known as
“ palanquin curriages.” Within might be seen the
scared faces of Eurasians and Portuguese, men,
women, and children; and without, piled up on the
roofs, great bundles of bedding and wearing apparel,
snatched up and thrown together in the agonised
hurry of departure. Rare among these were car-
riages of a better class, in which the pale cheeks of
the inmates told their pure European descent. Along
the Mall on the water-side, or across the broad plain
between the City and the Fort, the great stream
is said to have poured itself. The places of refuge
which offered the best security were the Fort and
the River. Behind the ramparts of the one, or in the
vessels moored on the other, a safe asylum might be
found. So these fugitives are described as rushing
to the gates of the Fort, or disgorging themselves at
the different ghauts, calling excitedly for rowing-
boats to carry them to the side of ship or steamer.
There was a prevailing feeling that the enemy were
on their track, and that swift destruction would over-
take them if they did not find shelter within the
earthworks of Fort William or the wooden walls of
the shipping on the Hooghly.* Hard work had

* An informant, resident in éul- flight as *“what might b
cutta at the thme, who describes the if g modern Hel::lghne:: ll)xi(:in ;::
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Colonel Cavenagh to dispose of all these refugees—
harder still to persuade them that all the wild stories
¥ith which they were full to bursting were nothing
more than the figments of an excited imagination.
But he contrived to dismiss them at last, and sent
them back to their homes.*

It is recorded, too, by contemporary chroniclers
and correspondents, how, in the securer parts of the
city, other Christian people were garrisoning their
houses and giving ingress to friends, who, living in
remoter places, or in residences less capable of defence,
sought shelter from the coming danger—how doors

evacuated in broad daylight on the
approach of a visible eruption from
aneighbouring volcano,” says: “The
whole line ;‘fn&e ghauts was crowded
with fugitives, and those who could

find no shelter in the ships took
refoge within the Port, of which
th;ﬂ:lnnm, the corridors, all the
a le space everywhere, indeed,
were thronged by many, who passed
the night in their carriages.”—MS.
Menorandum. [As some guarded
statements in my second volume
have been contradicted on the an-
thority of Dr. Mouat, it is right
that I should state that the writer
of the above is Dr. Mouat him-
self.]

* Very contradictory accounts of
the rzsh to the Fort having reached
me, I think it right to record the
evidence of the highest official au-
thority on this point. Colonel Ca-
vesagzb, early on the morning of the
14th, had ridden to Government
House to receive instructions from
the Governor-General: “On my re-
turn bome,” he has recorded in his
journal, I found my house besieged

all sorts of people wishing to
oghin shelter in the Fort, and all
fall of rumours of the worst de-
seription from Dum-Dum aund Bar-
rackpore. I endeavoured to reassure
them to the best of my power; but

I am sure that many left under the
impression that I was misleadi
them. However, in time I ?aciﬁe
them and sent them away.” This
was written at the time. Subse.

uently, in reply to my inquiries for

ller 1nformation, Colonel Cavenagh
wrote: “I took my ride in the
evening to visit the different guards,
and satisfy myself that my orders
bad been duly executed. 1 moticed
that there were, comparatively speak-
ing, few carriages on the Course, but
did not observe any unusual number
of vehicles in the Fort. Being Sun-
day, there may have  been a few
drawn up on the roads leading to
the church, but none on the parade-
grounds, for T am certain I should
at once have ordered them of. In
the forenoon, two ladies, perfect
strangers to me, had asked for
shelter. I told them that they were
welcome to the use of my drawing-
room, but that I thought they had
better return home, upon which they
departed. I believe that some of
the officers in the garrison gave ac-
commodation to friends, and I heard
of one lady and gentleman coming
during the night to the officer com-
manding the Main Guard, with
whom, if T remember rightly, they
were conuected.”

185Y.
June 14.
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and windows were fast closed ; rifles and revolvers were
loaded, and how some took down their hog-spears and
placed thém ready for the expected assault.®* From
the less fashionable outskirts, as Entally and the
Circular Road, occupied mainly by the great world
of clerkdom—the so-called “ crannies,” official and
commercial, of Calcutta—the exodus is described as
universal. The thoroughfares were as those of a city
which had been smitten with a pestilence. Save by
a few sturdy pensioners, who were to be seen uncon-
cernedly smoking their pipes, the houses in that
neighbourhood were wholly deserted. Many had
been left with doors and windows open, at the mercy
of any lawless citizens who might chance to covet
their neighbours’ goods.f A few active plunderers
might have gathered a rich booty. But it seems as
though even crime itself were bewildered and in-
capable on that Sunday afternoon; for not a house
was entered for an unlawful purpose ; not an outrage
was committed in the streets.

There were others, who bore themselves bravely
before their fellows, and, confident themselves, inspired
confidence by their calm and resolute bearing. The
ministrations of the Church were not neglected, and
the pews were not empty, though many believed
that our Christian temples would be the first points

® Tt has been stated (Rcd Pam-
phlet) that among the most pavic-
stricken were men bighest in au-
thority. “Those highest in office
were the first to give the alarm.
There were secretaries to Govern-
ment running over to members of
Council, loading their pistols, barri-
cading the doors, sleeping on sofas ;
members of Council abandonin
their houses with their families, an
taking refuge on hoard ship; crowds
of lesser celebrities, impelled by

these examples, having hastily col-
lected their valuables, were rushin
to the Fort, only too hap%y to be
allowed to sleep under the Fort
guns.” Compare note, p. 34.

+ Ove informant (Dr. Mouat),
who drove that evening through
Entally, the Circular Road, &c. &ec.,
tells me that *the very dogs and
cats seemed to have vanished from
the earth.” He had never wit-
nessed “a scene of such utter and
absolute abandonment.”
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of attack for the furious raging of the heathen or the
wild fanaticism of the followers of the Prophet.* It
was on & Sunday that the great storm had first
burst upon us; it was on a Sunday, three weeks
afterwards, that, as many believed, a far more deso-
lating storm was to have swept over the country;
and now again it was on a Sunday that, in the
excited imaginations of our people, their chief city
was to be given up to the cruel vengeance of barbarous
enemies. But these barbarous enemies were as much
scared as our Christian people. A great panic was
upon them. They were expecting that the European
soldiers who had recently arrived from beyond the
seas would be let loose upon the unarmed populace.
And many shut themselves up in their houses, bolted
and barred their doors and windows, and looked forth
furtively with frightened faces when they heard the
sounds of horses’ hoofs or wheeled carriages in the
streets. But nothing came of these wild alarms.
The day, the evening, the night passed, and there
wasno shedding of blood, no disturbance of the peace.
Never since Fear first entered the world had there
been a more groundless and unreasonable panic. No
demonstration was made by the Sepoys of the Presi-
dency Division, and if any mischief had been de-
signed by the Oude colony at Garden Reach, it
vever developed .into action. The promptitude of
Government strangled it in the womb.

It will be seen that, of the phenomena of this

“Panic Sunday,” I have

* Dr. Duff says, that “ Almost all
the ministers in Calcutta bad expos-
talatory letters sent them, dissuad-
ing them from preaching in the fore-
noon, and protesting against their
atempting to do so in the evening.

VOL. I,

written more doubtfully,

And though, to their credit, no one,
as far as I have heard, yielded to the
pressure, the churches in the fore-
noon were half empty, and in the
evening nearly empty altogether.”

D

1857.
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after a lapse of years, than others whose knowledge of
facts both time and place must have favoured. Con-
temporary chroniclers and correspondents who were
in Calcutta, or the vicinity, on that 14th of June,
have written, in graphic language, of the flight to
the Fort and the Fleet; and others have narrated to
me verbally some of the incidents of the great Chris-
tian exodus. But, on the other hand, men of high
character and position have denied, with equal

strength of assertion, the accuracy of these records

and reminiscences of a reign of terror. After most
diligent inquiry, I have come'to the conclusion that
the truth is to be found mid-way between the two
extremes. That men of high official rank, whose
first duty it was to set an example of confidence and
constancy to the community, stained their manhood
and disgraced their office by betraying the cowardice
in their hearts, I have discovered no satisfactory evi-
dence to convince an impartial historical inquirer.*
But that there was no panic—no flight—no confusion;
that there was little to distinguish the 14th of June
from any other day; that the ordinary goings-on of
social life moved in the accustomed groove ; and that
the outward signs of a great bewilderment were dis-
cernible only by the eye of imagination—are asser-
tions equally remote from the truth. The excite-
ment of the times drove men, otherwise honest and
truthful, into excessive generalisation, and the short-
comings of a few were described as the failure of a

whole community. On

* 1t is to be borne in mind that
even in ascertained cases of high
functionaries - having left their
houses in the suburhs to dwell
necarer the ceutre of business, the
ostensible reasoh of the change was

the other hand, after a

the inconvenience, at a time of fre-
quent official references, of residing
at 8o great a distance from Govern-
ment House ; and it would be un-
charitable not to accept the osten
sible reason as the r. al one.
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lapse of years, there is a natural tendency to ignore  18s7.
vhat cannot be spoken of with pleasure or with Junel4
pride, and broad denials take the place of broad
ssertions, equally to the obscuration of the truth.*

For some weeks the rumour had been gaining Junels.
ground that the King of Oude, or more properly the Arrest of the
people about him, had been tampering with the Oude.
Native soldiery, and instigating them to rebellion.

It was currently believed that the exiles of Garden
Reach were, in fact, the prime movers of the insurrec-
tion which was bearing such bitter fruits. It was so
inevitable that such reports should be in circulation,
and so probable that the truth, in such a case, should
be greatly exaggerated, at a time when everything
was magnified or distorted, that Lord Canning was
slow to credit all the stories which reached him,
sometimes from notorious alarmists. But as the
month of June advanced, it became more and more
apparent that the reports, which came to his ears,
were not wholly without the foundation of fact.t It

® It is a significant fact that,
foar days aflerwards, the following
graphic account was published as
part of an editorial article (Rriend of
India, June 18, 1857), and I do not
ohserve that it was contradicted:
“ Whilst the work of disarming was
going on at Barrackpore, precisely
the same process was being carried
through at Calcutta, where it was
rumotired that murder and mutiny
were triumphant at the former place,
and that a strong force of rebels was
marching down upon the city from
Delhi. The infection of terror
through all classes. Chowringhee
and Ggardcn ‘Reach were abandoned
for the Fort and the vessels in the
river. The shipping was crowded

with visilors, and in houses which
were selected as being least~ likely
to be attacked, hundreds of people
gladly huddled together, to share the
peculiar comforts which the presence
of crowds imparts qn such occasions.
The hotels were fortified ; bands of
sailors marched through the tho-
roughfares happy in the expectation
of possible fighting and the certainty
of grog. Every group of Natives
was scanned with suspicion. . . . .
Many years must elapse before the
night of the 14th of June, 1857, will

d be forgotten in Calcutta.”

t One incident in particular
created a great sensation, in high
glaces, at the time. A man had

een caught tampering with a Sepoy

D2
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was certain that people living within the great circle
of the new Oude home on the banks of the Hooghly
had endeavoured to corrupt the Sepoys in the Fort
—and especially the sentries posted at its gates.
Colonel Cavenagh, the Town-Major, had received
repeated warnings from Mahomedan friends that
mischief was brewing, that Mussulman Sepoys were
frequently visiting the King's people at Garden
Reach, and that some influential visitors from Oude,
including the great Talookhdar, Maun Singh, had
visited Calcutta, and held conferences with the King
or his Minister.* Of his obese Majesty himself, it
was generally said that he had not energy sufficient
to take active part even in intrigue. But in his own
indolent way, beguiled by large promiscs of restora-
tion to his lost kingdom, he suffered the work to be
done for him ; and it went forward—with what de-

in the Fort, had been tried by court-

martial, and had been sentenced to
death. The trial took place on the
14th of June; and the man was to
have been hanged on the following
morning. But in the course of the
night he managed to effect his es-
cape.—See Note in the Appendiz.

® The fact of this visit to the King
of Oude, and of the subsequent cor-
respondence with Maun Singh, was
asserted very unreservedly by a
Native informant of Colonel Cave-
nagh, Town-Major of Fort William.
See following extracts from that
officer’s journal : ““ May 21. My old
friend Amir Ali called. He stated
positively that the King of Oude had
carried on a correspondence with
Rajah Maun Singh, who had ad-
dressed him in the first instance,
calling for his sanction to a rising in
his favour, and on this being refused
on the plea of the King’s relations
being in our hands, was reminded by
the gBajah of the fact of Akhbar
Khan having secured the release of

his father, Dost Mahomed, upon
which a firman was prepared and
despatched to Oude, authorising the
movement proposed, provided be,
the King, was not in any way com-
promised, and promising to remit
three xears’ revenue to any one who
should join his cause.” . . . “May 87.
Amir Ali called. Hestates that the
letter from Rajah Maun Singh was
despatched, though not by public
dawk, to the address of Zemindar
Mullyan Singh, and that the corre-
spondence was carried on by cipher”
(certain Persian letters being sub-
stituted for others of the same
alphabet). ‘He asserts that Rajah

aun Singh has certainly reached
Calcutta and been closeted with the
King.” Lord Canning did not then
credit the story, and it was after-
wards made clear that the Rajah
was not in Calcutta at the end of
May, being then under surveillance
at Fyzabala. It is believed that he
visited Calcutta earlier in the year.
See post—Chapters on Oude,
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vices we may never know, but certainly with such  1857.
sctivity as would have rendered it wrong in Govern. Junels.
ment any longer to neglect it. So the resolution

was taken. The King of Oude, his chief minister

(Ali Nuckee Khan), and one or two others of the
principal people about him, were suddenly to be

made prisoners on the morning of the 15th of June,

and to be conveyed in custody to Fort William.

The performance of this duty was intrusted to Mr. Bdmond-
Mr. George Edmonstone. Bearing a name of high *%ore
repute in Indian history, he had well maintained
his hereditary title to distinction. The energy and
ability which had placed his father in the very fore-
most rank of a past generation of Indian statesmen,
and which, indeed, in a great measure had made the
reputation of the greatest of India's Governor-
Generals, had descended to him unimpaired; and
therc was not one of all Lord Canning’s immediate
advisers whose counsel might be more safely trusted.
Holding the office—the most homoured of all under
the Governor-General in Council—of Political or
Foreign Secretary, it devolved upon him to transact
ministerially all the business of the Native States
and Native Princes of India—chiefly by correspon-
dence; but, in some instances, as in this, by more
personal action. The mission on which he was now
sent was a delicate and a painful one. Firm, but
yet courteous in his bearing, he acquitted himself
with excellent address, and did the work intrusted
to him with all fidelity to the Government, and with
as little offence as possible to the exiled monarch
whom he was sent to arrest.

Accompanied by some officers of Lord Canning’s The colony at
staff, and escorted by a considerable body of Euro- §2rie

Reach.
pean troops, with a supplementary force of police,



1857.
June 16,

Arrest of the
King.

38 AT THE SEAT OF GOVERNMENT,

Edmonstone arrived under the outer walls of the
King’s residence in the first dim light of the dawn.
Having surrounded the premises, so as to render
escape impossible, he entered the compound with a
detachment of the Fifty-third under Colonel Powell.
A strange sight greeted him there. In the garden-
grounds of Wajid Ali's new home a great village, or
a small town, had arisen. The area was thickly
covered with Native houses—a great confused mass
of thatched buildings, huddling one upon another,
without a symptom of arrangement or design. This
rendered the advance and the disposition of the
troops difficult; but there was small need for military
coercion of any kind. There was not a sign of re-
sistance, not even of preparation. The strong hand
of the British had descended suddenly and unex-
pectedly on the new Oude colony, and the most
active memhers of that great Mussulman community
were rousing themselves in the early morning to
respond to nothing more formidable than the Azan,
or Mahomedan call to prayer. The troops had been
warned not to use their arms unless there were signs
of armed resistance. One man only was put under
fixed bayonets and gently coerced to show the way
to the residence of the chief minister; for the seizure
of Ali Nuckee Khan was the first step to be taken.
After some delay the Nawab came forth, and was at
once arrested, with two other principal members of -
the suite—Ahsun Hoossein Khan and hisson. These
last, together with Tikaet Rao, the Dewan of the
Chief Begum, were sent under a guard on board the
Semiramis, which had been steaming down the river
to Garden Reach whilst the troops had been march-
ing along the road.

It was now Edmonstone’s duty to obtain ingress
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to the King’s apartments. This was a work of some
dificulty and delicacy, and only to be accomplished
after further delays. For there was a general reluc-
tance to convey the unwelcome message to his Ma-
jesty’s ears ; and Wajid Ali had to bathe and to attire
himself before he could receive the English gentlemen.
But the regal ablutions and the toilet having been
duly performed, Edmonstone and his companions were

admitted to the presence of the King. Seated on a -

couch, and surrounded by members of his suite, he
welcomed the Government Secretary with a sickly
smile, shook him by the hand, and courteously re-
ceived the other English officers.  When they were
all seated, Edmonstone spoke. He said that intel-
ligence had reached the Governor-General, which
had satisfied his Lordship that emissaries using his
Majesty’s name had spread themselves in all directions
over the British dominions, and had instigated many
of the Native soldiers of the Army to swerve from
. their allegiance. “It is the wish of the Governor-
General, therefore,” he added, that your Majesty
should accompany me on my return to Calcutta.”
Roused by this address into something at least
resembling energy of manner and emphasis of speech,
the King replied that he had not been guilty of the
offence imputed to him, and that if he had done any-
thing to tamper with the loyalty of the troops, he
would be deserving of any punishment which the
British Government might be pleased to inflict upon
him. Edmonstone answered that he had no autho-
rity to discuss the question, and requested his Majesty
to prepare for departure. A number of his courtiers
clamoured for permission to accompany him. Liberal
compliance was accorded to them; and ere long the
unwieldy, tottering exile was leaning on the arm of
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the British Secretary, who escorted him to the outer
door, where the Governor-General's carriage was
waiting to receive them.

On their way to the Fort the firmness of the King
broke down. He seemed suddenly to awaken to the
misery and humiliation of his position. Bursting
into tears, he spoke of the dignity of his ancestors,
his own heavy fall and wretched condition as an
exile and a suspect, and asked whether, if he had ever
intended to array himself against the British Govern-
ment, he would not have done so when he had twenty
lakhs of men at his back. * But ask General Outram,”
he added, “if I did not quietly submit to his autho-
rity, and deliver up my kingdom into his hands.”
He then subsided into silence, almost into insensi-
bility ; but presently he burst again into tears, pro-
tested his innocence, and pointing to an amulet, on
which some passages of the Koran were inscribed,
and which hung from his neck, he said, “ When I
read in the Hurkaru newspaper that I was accused of
tampering with the troops, I swore upon this that I
would keep clear of all such machinations.” To this
Edmonstone could only reply that justice would be
done, and every consideration shown to his Majesty,
by the Government which he represented. The rest
of the journey was accomplished in silence, and about
eight o’clock the King of Oude was placed, with be-
coming courtesy and respect, in the hands of Colonel
Cavenagh, the Town-Major, who was prepared to
receive him.

Thus, on the morning of June 15th, Wajid Ali, Ali
Nuckee Khan, and three other members of the King’s
suite, were conveyed, state prisoners, to Fort William.
There quarters were provided for them in the build-
ing known as the Government House—an edifice
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sppropriated to many uses, but seldom or never to
the one for which it was originally designed. Al-
though on a limited scale, the accommodation was
not ill-suited to the purpose to which it was now to
be put; for there was at least one large state apart-
ment, with several smaller ones opening into it, and
there was a dignity in the name which may have
rubbed off some of the degradation of the cap-
tivity. It was the best place that could be found
as the temporary home of his Majesty of Oude and
the wily ministers who directed his political move-
ments. But little or nothing was brought to light
to implicate the King in the alleged conspiracies
against the British Government. If there were dam-
natory evidence in letters or documents at Garden
Reach, it was not discovered. The premises could
not be searched without violating the sanctity of the
female apartments; and this an English officer, save
in extremest cases, is ever bound to respect.*

The disarming of the Sepoys and the captivity of

® This measure calls for neither
justification nor explanation; but I
may as well place upon record Lord
Canning’s brief statement of his
reasons, as contained in a letter to
the Indian Minister at home: “ The
King of Oude and four of his suite
have been placed in Fort William.
The immediate grounds of this will
be fcund in the deposition of a Se-

, who was twice tampered with
r:’a Mahomedan, who described
bimself as coming from the King’s
people, and although no complicity
m the act has been fixed upon the
King or his chief courtiers, I dcem
it necessary for the safety of the
State that it should for the present
be put out of the power of any one
toseduce the State’s soldiers by

speaking in the name of the King of
Oude, and that his name should not
be made a rallyinf-point for dise
affected soldiers. I think this the
more necessary, because I know that
offers of enlistment were made a few
weeks ago by a person in the Kin{s
service to another supposed to be
seeking employment. Of the four
who are in the Fort, Ali Nuckee
Khan is the King’s minister ; Hoos-
sein Khan is a notorious intriguer of
the Court, of the worst repute from
the time of Colonel Sleeman. Hassan
Khan is his son; Tikaet Rao is a
Hindoo, a Dewan or steward in {he
Queen’s service. His character makes
him an object of suspicion.”—Lord
Canning to Mr. Vernon Smith, June
19, 1857.—MS. Records.
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the King of Oude restored for a time tranquillity to
Calcutta. To this result the activity of the Volun-
teer Guards greatly contributed. Any doubts which
might at first have been entertained .respecting the
practical efficiency of these citizen-battalions, were
soon removed by the zeal which they continuously
manifested. It was not permitted to them, as to
Havelock’s volunteers, of whom I have already
spoken, or Henry Lawrence’s, of whom I shall speak
presently, to flash their sabres in the faces of an
overwhelming enemy ; but night after night, amidst
all the inclemencies of the rainy season, they were
found at their posts, ready for any service which they
might be called upon to perform. Some hundreds of
Infantry were thus enrolled under Major Davies, with
a proportionate number of Cavalry under Captain
Turnbull, whilst Captain Dickens of the Artillery or-
ganised the Ordnance branch of the brigade. Major
Strachey of the Engineers had succeeded Colonel
Cavenagh in command of the entire force. And all
did their work so well that it was not long before Lord
Canning took occasion publicly to express his appre-
ciation of their “zealous and excellent services.”*

* See reply to Address of Cal-
cutta inhabitants, petitioning for
martial law throughout the Bengal
Provinces. At a later period Lord
Canning wrote with reference to the
Volunteers : “It has received every
encouragement from the Governor-
General, from the day of its forma-
tion, and has done useful service in
patrolling the town and giving con-
fidence. Itisnot to be scnic that
the mutinies, which then deciared
themselves, have grown into a more
formidable revolt than was antici-
pated ; but at the time . . . whilst
every preparation was made to meet

the growth of the danger, whatever

dimensions it might assume, the
Governor-General felt it to be ur-
gently necessary to check panic in
places where no real danger existed,
especially in Calcutta, where it could
not fail to be mischievous, both poli-
tically and commercially. There is
not a doubt that the exaggerated
fears, which a great part of the Cal-
cutta population have exhibited on
at least three occasions during the
progress of the mutinies, have led
the Natives to doubt our self-reliance
and our strength, whilst nothing of
safety has been gained to ourselves
thereby.”
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The centenary of Plassey came and went. In
Calcutta, as in other parts of the country, apprehen-
sions had been entertained that on that day there
would be a formidable rising; and when it arrived
there was something more than the wonted vigilance
and preparation. But the most memorable incident
connected with that 23rd of June, was the publica-
tion, two days afterwards, in the Serampore journal,
of an article in celebration of that important anni.
versary—an article in which Mahomedan Princes
were reviled as “cruel, sensual, intolerant, unfit to
rule”—and Mahrattas and Sikhs were triumphed
over with equal insolence of self-laudation—an article
closing with the words, “the first centenary of

- Plassey was ushered in by the revolt of the Native
Army ; the second may be celebrated in Bengal by
a respected Government and a Christian population.”
There was not much in the words. Such words had
been often published before and smiled at compla-
cently by the Government of the day. But there
was much in the time of publication. The article
was peculiarly calculated, in such a conjuncture, to
irritate the minds of the people, for it might bear a
meaning which perhaps the writer never intended to
assign to it. Straightway, therefore, the Government
“warned” the publisher of the Friend of India. This
brought forth a rejoinder, headed ‘“ The First Warn-
ing,” still less discreet than its predecessor. And the
ablest journal in Bengal, which had always been
regarded as a model of respectability and discretion,
would have been suppressed, if some friends of the
absent proprietors had not come forward to protect
their interests, and guaranteed that the * officiating”
editor should no longer have it in his power to
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sacrifice their property by his want of temper and
want of tact.*

Meanwhile, every exertion was being made to ex-
pedite the movements and to secure the efficiency of
the reinforcements despatched, or about to be des-
patched, to the North. The arrival of Sir Patrick
Grant had infused new vigour jinto the military de-
partment of Government, and had afforded to the
Governor-General himself most appreciable assistance
and support.f The troops from the Coast and from
the Persian Gulf had been despatched to the Upper
Provinces before the end of the third week of June;}
and now Lord Canning looked eagerly for the coming
of the regiments which he had urged Lord Elgin and
General Ashburnham to divert from the China Ex-
pedition. It was necessary to prepare for the arrival
of these by providing all the necessary appliances of
equipment and carriage; so orders were sent to

1857, no such articles as those which
brought temporary discredit on the
Friend of India would ever have been
written,

® T do not Eurpose to dwell any
further upon the practical results of
the passing of this law, which were,

indeed, so slight, that it has been
said of the Act that it was a ““ dead
letter.” It is right, however, thus
to state, with respect to the Friend of
India, which has always borne a high
reputation, by no means confined to
the place of its nativity, that the
proprietors of the paper and the re-
annsible editor were, at the time,
absent from India, and that the
literary manngement was then in
the hands of a public writer of
more ability than discretion, who

placed on record, in a perma-
neut form, his impressions of the
great events which were passing
around him. (“Mead’s Sepoy Re-
volt,” published by Mr. Murray in
1857.) I have a conviction amount-
ing to certainty, that if either of the
absentees, to whom I have referred,
had been in India in May and June,

Sir Patrick Grant arrived at
Calcutta on the 17th of June.—
Vol. ii. E 281.

% ¢ The European troops are being
,i‘usbed up as quickly as possible,

he whole of the Madras Fusiliers
must now be at Allahabad, and the
Eighty-fourth have passe«i beyond
Benares, as also a portion of the
Sixty-fourth. The last of the Seventy-
eighth Highlanders leave by bullock-
train to-morrow, the 20th, when the
wing of the Thirty-seventh will be
despatched. One European battery
left by steam this morning, and an-
other is preparing to follow. The
detachment of the Rosal Artillery
will also be sent up by bullock-train.”
—Memorandum of General Birch,
June 19.—The wing of the Thirty-
seventh had come from Ceylon.
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Madras to despatch immediately to Calcutta a large
proportion of the clothing and camp-equipage that
had been collected there, whilst the Bombay Govern-
ment were called upon to procure from Bushire and
other places ¢ as large a supply of horses as possible
for Cavalry and Artillery purposes.” Efforts at the
same time were made to communicate to Agra the
instructions of Government that no exertion should
be spared in the North-Western Provinces to collect
carriage for the upward march of the troops. The
miserable want of conveyance for the sick and
wounded, which had so palpably presented itself to
General Neill at Allahabad,* was being supplied as
rapidly as possible by the artificers of Calcutta. If
there had before been any short-comings, omissions,
or delays, nothing now was neglected that could give
completeness to the military organisation by which
the succours received from beyond the seas were to
be turned to the best account. Nothing escaped the
practised eye of Sir Patrick Grant. His training had
been of the right kind to qualify him for the apt per-
formance of the work in hand. His coming, there-
fore, supplied what was most wanted to give strength
to the administration, which had before been essen-
tially wanting in military efficiency. Perhaps, if the
General had been moved only by his own natural
impulses, he would have proceeded at once to the
seat of war to take an active part in the great
struggle. But his better judgment taught him that
in no place could he, at that time, be so serviceable to
the State as at the seat of Government; and in this
opinion Lord Canning and all the members of his
Council concurred.} To the Governor-General it

* Yol ii. p. 273. the course of events shall tend to
4 “I am of opinion thatassoon as allay the general disquiet, and to
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appeared that his new colleague possessed most of
the essential qualifications to be looked for in a man,
to whom ‘the chief command of the Indian Army,
with the great after-work of reconstruction, might
now be safely intrusted ; and he wrote letters to the
Home Government urging the permanent confirma-
tion of the provisional appoiitment. He was afraid
of the coming of a stiff-necked Horse Guards General ;
and dwelt emphatically on the importance, in such a
juncture, of that knowledge and experience which
can be acquired only by long years of residence in
India and familiarity with its camps and canton-
ments.

From the first, Lord Canning, though hoping to
gather up troops enough from our outlying colonies,
or from the great highway of the ocean, to break the
neck of the first revolt, felt that there would be much
after-work to be done, which would demand the aid
of large reinforcements from England. On the 19th
of May, he had written to the President of the India
Board, saying: “From England what I ask is,- that
you should immediately send out the regiments
which are due to the full complement of Queen’s
corps in India without making us wait for the issue
of events in China; and that you will give support
to the demand for three new European regiments to
be added to the Company’s Army in place of the six
which have now erased themselves from the Army
List. You will see that there will be no additional

show to what points our force should
be mainly directed, with the view of
crushing the heart of the rebellion,
it will be pr?er that his Excellency
should consider anew the question of
his movements. His Excellency’s
experience and high authority will
then, in all probability, be most use-

fully employed in the disturbed dis-
tricts or their neighbourhood. For
the present there will be the greatest
advantage in his Excellency remain-
ing at the seat of Government.”’—
Minute of Lord Canning, Junc 22,
1657.
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cost. I beg that you will grant me both these re-
quests” But ere the first week of June was at an
end, these moderate views had expanded under the
expanded significance of the revolt. The magnitude
of the work to be accomplished was now shown to be
far greater than it had appeared some two or three
weeks before. ¢ Be the issue what it may,” wrote
Lord Canning to Mr. Vernon Smith on the 5th of
June, “ whether with the speedy fall of Delhi the
rebellion at once collapscs, or whether before this
happens ravages extend and the Europeans are driven
from the Central Provinces, and those parts hence to
be recovered, I reckon that we shall require an addi-
tional force of twelve regiments of Infantry and one
regiment of Dragoons. We must not conceal from
ourselves that our Government must henceforth rest
much more openly than heretofore upon military
strength. There must be no arsenal, or strong places,
such as Allahabad and Delhi; no fanatical strong-
hold, such as Benares; no large tract of rich, defence-
less country, such as Lower Bengal, without a Euro-
pean regiment. No brigade of Native troops should
be without one. A strong force, not less than eight
regiments, should be always near the capital, ready
to be directed to any point in the Bay of Bengal.
Second and third-class arsenals and dep6ts must have
a defence of Europeans. Europeans must be seen in
Central India and Nagpore. We must for a time,
and no short time, make our EKuropean strength
visible and sensible to all India. Our power and
name have had a rude shock, and nothing must be
spared to make them firm again. Until this has been
done, no confidence, political, social, or commercial,
will be re-established. I have no hope that it can be
done by anything short of ten regiments to be added

1867.
June.



1857.
June.

Economical
measures.

48 AT THE SEAT OF GOVERNMENT.

permanently, and at first I should greatly desire to
have twelve.” But, although he saw clearly the ne-
cessity, and thus urgently impressed upon the Home
Government the duty, of immediately strengthening
the European Force in India, he was careful not to
make, under the influence of this pressure, such
demands upon the military resources of Great Britain
as might result in the infliction of a permanent burden
upon India such as it would be difficult to bear up
against on the restoration of peace. He saw clearly
in the distance an immense strain upon the finances
of the Indian Empire, and he was anxious not to in-
crease it by any unnecessary military expenditure.*
It was not, indeed, only the great trouble of the pre-
sent that oppressed him. He was even then compelled,
amidst all the distractions of the hour, to look the
futurc of the Empire in the face. The mutiny—the
rebellion—whatsoever it should prove to be, might
be trodden down ; but still it would leave behind it
a great incubus of disorder and disaster, rendering
the work of settled government difficult, for years to
come. There was necessarily an enormous addi-
tional expenditure of money at a time when, in many
parts of the country, the sources of revenue were °
being dried up by the fire of revolt; and how to
mect all these extraordinary charges was a question
of no very easy solution. The only certainty was, that
it had become an absolute necessity to provide for
the exigencies of the moment at any sacrifice of
future efficiency and prosperity. There are seasons

@ «T am very anxious,” he wrote
to Mr. Vernon Smith, “that we
should not, under the present pres-
sure, ﬂgreat as it is, rush into any
superfluous expenditure for purnoses
of safety. Yhe material progress of

the country has at the best been
ushed back many years, and ever
akh unnecessarily spent upon mih-
tary cstablishments will retard its
advance.” — MS. Correspondence of
Lord Canning, July 3, 1857.
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when nations, like individuals, must live from hand
to mouth; when the struggle is for bare existence,
and all principles of sound financial economy must
yield to the exigencies of the crisis. It is a sore trial
to a statesman to be compelled to cast away the
means of large prospective gain in the pursuit of
some necessary scheme of present retrenchment. And
thus now was Lord Canning tried. He had to get
money as he could; he had to save it as he could.
To get it was not easy. That such a crisis as this
must have greatly shaken the credit of the British
Government was inevitable. The wonder is that it
was s0 little shaken. It is astonishing,” wrote Lord
Canning to Mr. Vernon Smith on the 3rd of July,
“how little Government securities have suffered
during the convulsion. Four-per-cent. paper at the
beginning of June was at fourteen to fourteen and a
half discount—an ordinary rate. About the 12th
of June it reached its lowest depreciation—twenty
to twenty-one discount. Since that it has been pretty
steadily rising, and has got back to fifteen to fifteen
and a half per cent. This does not look very bad.”
A five-per-cent. loan was then open. At this time the
Governor-General reported that it had “stopped, or
all but stopped, at close upon two millions sterling.”
It was obvious, therefore, that to meet the enormous
military expenditure some extraordinary means must
be resorted to, to raise the necessary finances. Whe-
ther to raise the money in India or in England was
then the question. After much discussion, Lord
Canning’s Government determined that the wisest
course would be to open a six-per-cent. loan in India,
but to obtain the promise of the Court of Directors
that they would be “prepared to help if need be, in
order that it may be known here that we are not
YOL. IIL E
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altogether at the mercy of the holders of money in
this country.” “I apprehend,” added the Governor-
General in his private letter to the President of the
Board of Control, * that in order to be ready to help
the Government in India, the East India Company
must have recourse to Parliament for permission to
borrow. At least I know not how any considerable
sum can be forthcoming from the Court by any other
means. Whether these means shall be had recourse
to, you at home will decide. My belief is that we in
India shall still be able to raise what we want (I put
it at three crores) by offering six per cent.; but I am
sure that the chances of being able to do so will be
greatly increased if we have an assurance that in
case of failure help will come from home.”* Mean-
while, there was a pressing necessity to reduce the
expenditure of the Government by every possible
means, at any sacrifice of future advantages to the
State.

So an order went forth for the immediate suspen-
sion of all the great reproductive public works, which

® What was actually done in Cal-
outta may be gathered from the
following statement, which forms
part of the comments of Lord Can-
ning on the petition for his recall :
“ When the notifications of the 30th
and 27th July were issued, the
position of aflairs was altogether
changed. The mutiny had spread,
the money market was daily be-
coming tighter, a falling off in the
revenue had become certain, and on
its thus being unquestionable that
more favourable terms than five per
cent. would be necessary to secure
subscriptions to a loan, the a; -
ment for taking four, four and a
half, and three and a half paper in
part sabscription to the five-per-
cent. loan was resolved on, in pre-
forence to opening & six-per-cent.

loan, chiefly out of consideration to
the then holders of Government
seourities. That the credit of the
Government was destroied is proved
not to be the case by the fact
that cash subscriptions have been
received since the 81st’ July to
the amount of 97,81,390 rs., while
the transfers have amounted to
96,09,710 rs., and this notwithstand-
ing that the subscriptions in Cal-
cutta have been gl'etutt.lfl curtailed by
the Bank of Be aving, for a
considerable period, refused any ac-
commodation in the way of fresh
loans. At the present date (8th
November) the loan has ed
three millions sterling.” —It need
not be added that loans were after-
wards raised in London, on the se-
curity of the revenues of India.
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would have added so much to the wealth of the
Empire. How it pained him to do this may be
gathered from his correspondence. Respecting what
he had done, he wrote on the 3rd of July to the
President of the India Board: ‘The stoppage of
public works is made as absolute as possible. No
new works of public improvement to be entered
upon ; many already in full swing to be abandoned,
and nothing but the real necessities of the military
and civil establishments to be provided for, and
repairs. The Staff, too, will be reduced. This sounds
prudent and economical. It is neither one nor the
other. It is wasteful to the last degree—wasteful of
money already expended—wasteful of much labour
of organisation and discipline, and much dearly-
bought experience ; and, besides, disheartening to the
invaluable Staff of officers who have been trained to
the works, and humbling to the Government. But
there is no choice for the present, at all events.”

1857,
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And still, as these cares pressed heavily upon him, Personal

there were trouble and vexation at his own door.
For the Christian communities of the capital con-
tinned to clamour for much that his deliberate judg-
ment told him it would be unwise and unjust to con-
cede. As weeks passed, and every week brought a
fresh catalogue of crimes committed against our
Christian people by Natives of the country, Maho-
medans and Hindoos—and not all, not nearly all by
men who had once worn the uniform of the British
Government— as many, many households in the
capital were mourning the miserable deaths of their
nearest and dearest—nay, a8 fugitives came in from
the Upper Country with dreadful stories to relate.
and the horrors which they truthfully recited were
magnified in repetition, till there was not a con-
E2

vexations,
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ccivable outrage which men or fiends could commit
not laid to the charge of the black races—it was not
strange that both fear and hatred should have grown
stronger among our white people, and that there
should have been a cry, ever increasing in strength,
both for protection and for retribution. To have
yielded to the cry would, at that time, have won the
hearts of the Christian communities of Calcutta.
But he could not sacrifice his sense of duty to any
yearning after popularity; and though the imploring
cries of his countrymen from all parts pained him
deeply, and he grieved for the tribulation of the
great English capital, he could not bring himself to
concede all that they asked. So as week followed
week, the Governor-General grew more and more
distasteful to the European communities of Calcutta,
until there began to be much eager talk about a
Petition to the Home Government for his recall.

He bore up bravely against it, never for a moment
thinking of yielding to the clamour. Indeed, the
louder it grew, the more convinced he was that it
was his duty, in all ways and by all means, to resist
it. For every day it became more and more sadly
apparent, that in all parts of the country the re-
sentments of the Englishman had been roused to
such a pitch, that he was ready on every possible
opportunity and occasion to take the law into his
own hands, and to execute upon the Native races
the wild justice of revenge. There was nothing in
this to astonish Lord Canning, and he could not
severely condemn it. But he knew only too pain-
fully, to what, if not arrested, this must tend ; and
he bethought himself and invited the counsel of
others as to the best means of arming the Executive
with full power promptly to punish the guilty with-
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out placing in their hands authority to smite un-
sparingly at every Sepoy who might cross their path,
and all suspected of abetting him. So, at the end
of July a resolution of Government was passed, em-
bodying instructions to officers in Bengal and the
North-Western Provinces to draw lines of discrimi-
nation between, firstly, Sepoys of regiments which
had not mutinied, not being found with arms in
their possession; secondly, Sepoys, unarmed, being
mutineers or deserters from regiments guilty of
simple rebellion, but not charged with the murder of
their officers or any other sanguinary crime; and
thirdly, mutineers or deserters, found to belong to
regiments guilty of the murder of their officers or
other Europeans, or of having * committed any other
sanguinary outrage.” In the two former cases the
prisoners were to be sent for trial by the military
authorities ; in the last they were to be tried by the
civil power, and the sentence passed upon them to
be carried out forthwith—with this reservation, how-
ever, that execution should be stayed, pending a
reference to the Government, if the accused should
furnish evidence of his not having been present with
his regiment at the time of the commission of the
crime, or that, if present, he had endeavoured to
prevent it. It had become all the more imperative
on Government to enforce the observation of these
distinctions, since it had become known that in some
instances Sepoys on leave from their regiments (it
was the furlough season of the year) had been seized
and executed when passing to and from their respec-
tive homes.

Having recorded these instructions with respect to
military prisoners of all classes, the Government
proceeded to define, but in less precise language, the

-~ ~
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course to be pursued by the civil authorities *in
regard to acts of rebellion committed by persons not
mutineers.” “It is unquestionably necessary,” said
the Resolution, “in the first attempt to restore order
in a district in which the civil authority has been
entirely overthrown, to administer the law with such
promptitude and severity as will strike terror into
the minds of the evil-disposed among the people, and
will induce them, by the fear of death, to abstain
from plunder, to restore stolen property, and to
return to peaceful occupations. But this object once
in a great degree attained, the punishment of crimes
should be regulated with discrimination. The con-
tinued administration of the law in its utmost
severity, after the requisite impression has been made
on the rebellious and disorderly, and after order has
been partially restored, would have the effect of
exasperating the people, and would probably induce
them to band together in large numbers for the pro-
tection of their lives and with a view to retaliation—
a result much to be deprecated. It would greatly
add to the difficulties of settling the country here-
after, if a spirit of animosity against their rulers
were engendered in the minds of the people, and if
their feelings were embittered by the remembrance
of needless bloodshed.” The district officers were in
this spirit exhorted, “ without condoning any heinous
offences,” to encourage all persons to return to their
usual occupations, and to “ postpone asfar as possible
all inquiry into political offences until such time as
the Government are in a position to deal with them
in strength after thorough investigation.” The whole-
sale burning of villages was especially deprecated, as
tending morally to the general exasperation of the
people, and practically to the prevention of their re-
sumption of the cultivation of their fields—* a point,”
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it was added, “at this season of vital importance,
inasmuch as if the lands remain much longer unsown,
distress and even famine may be added to the other
difficulties with which the Government will have to
contend.”

These instructions, the extreme moderation and
plain practical good sense of which cannot -at this
distance of time be questioned, were not proclaimed
or published, as was afterwards stated, but were sent,
in the shape of confidential circulars, to the officers
whom they concerned. A copy of them, however,
was printed in a Calcutta paper. And the more
violent section of the European inhabitants of the
capital were roused to a high pitch of indigna-
tion by what they afterwards denounced as “in-
discriminate forgiveness,” though the avowed object
and practical effect of the measure was to enforce
a wholesome discrimination in the pumshment
of accused or suspected persons. * Lenity,” it
was added, “towards any portion of the conspi-
rators is misplaced, impolitic, and iniquitous, and
is calculated to excite contempt and invite attack
on every side, by showing to the world the Govern-
ment of India so powerless to punish mutiny, or so
indifferent to the sufferings which have been endured
by the victims of the rebellion, that it allows the
blood of English and Christian subjects of Her
Majesty to flow in torrents, and their wives, sisters,
and daughters to be outraged and dishonoured with-

out adequate retribution.” It was forgotten that this -

adequate retribution, if it had been commendable
and desirable, would, at the time when these orders
were issued, have been impossible, from sheer lack of
strength to execute it, and that the attempt would
only have rendered greater the disproportion between
the evil to be suppressed and the means of suppress-
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ing it. In fact, the retribution party were clamouring
for that which would have aggravated their dangers
and increased their fears, and that the policy which
they advocated would, in its adoption, have been as
fatal to the interests as damnatory to the character of
the nation.

Another source of discontent was this: a new
element of danger was supposed to have been disco-
vered in the fact that there had been a large importa-
tion of arms into Calcutta, and that the Natives of the
capital and of the surrounding districts were purchas-
ing them freely from shopkeepers not disinclined to
make money by the crisis. In truth, the Natives of the
country were more alarmed than the Christian in-
habitants; and when they saw our people arming
themselves everywhere, and knew that we were dis-
arming their military compatriots, they began to
suspect that we should, at no distant period, use our
rifles and revolvers for other than defensive pur-
poses. On the 20th of July, the subject was brought
to the notice of Government by the Town-Major.
About the same time, the Commandant of the Cal-
cutta Militia, Major Herbert, sent in reports to the
effect that an English firm had imported a large
quantity of arms, which had been sold to a Native
dealer, and that they were being freely bought in the
bazaars. On the 22nd, the Grand Jury, in the
Supreme Court of Calcutta, made a presentment
recommending that all the Native population of the
capital should be forthwith disarmed, and that the
sale of arms and ammunition should be legally for-
bidden. And on the following day, a number of the
Christian inhabitants appealed to the Government to
disarm all the Natives in the place. To this reply
was given, two days afterwards, that it was not in-
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tended to disarm any class of the residents of Cal-  1s57.
cutta or the neighbourhood—that sufficient precau-  Ju'r-
tions had been taken for the safety of the city; and
that a General Arms Bill was under consideration.®

This was not considered a satisfactory reply; but Confidence of
the sincerity with which it was given was beyond nlﬁg Can-
all question. For Lord Canning had up to this time
refused to disarm his own body-guard—a body of
picked Native soldiers, well armed and well mounted.
He never went abroad without some of these troopers
in attendance upon him. He was earnestly exhorted
to disarm them; but he was reluctant, at this time,
to consent to such a measure. Some said that it was
“fool-hardy;” others argued that it was another proof
that he did not understand the gravity of the posi-
tion. But none could dispute that it testified his
assured conviction that the general disarming of the
people was uncalled for, and proved that he was not
one to exhort others to manifestations of confidence
of which he did not himself set a conspicuous
example.

But in this disregard of his own personal safety Lord
Canning may have erred. The persistent manner in
which he long refused to change the Sepoy guard at
Government House for one composed of European
soldiers, is said, bowever commendable it might have
been in a lesser man, to have been an indiscretion in
the Governor-General. It was, doubtless, a noble
example that he set. If he had dismissed his Sepoy
guards at the commencement of our troubles, the
news would have run, like an alarm-note, through all
classes of the community, and there would have been
a diminution of that confidence which it was so im-

¢ Confidential Memorandum by Lord Canning—unpublished,
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1857.  portant to maintain in every quarter where Christian

Juy.  people were assembled. So, although oftentimes

urged not to trust himself any longer to the dan-

gerous guardianship of men whose comrades had

stained their hands with the blood of their officers,

he continued to confide in them, and could not be

induced to order Europeans to be posted at his doors.

Secretaries and members of Council deplored this;

but they could not bend him to their will. At last,

Mr. Halliday. Mr. Halliday, Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, who

had come down to the Presidency from Darjeeling, so

wrought upon the Governor-General by telling him

that his duty to his country demanded that he should

take every precaution to protect a life, which at such

a time was of incalculable value, that he began re-

luctantly to yield, and to bethink himself of consent-

ing to the change which had been so often vainly
pressed upon him.

It was no easy task that Halliday had set him-
self, and it was not easily accomplished. Time did
something to mitigate the difficulty, for the general
disaffection of the Bengal Army was every week
becoming more apparent. But the personal influ-
ence of the Lieutenant-Governor did more. Lord
Canning said of him afterwards, that for many
months he had been the “right hand of the Govern-
ment.” A man of commanding stature and alto-
gether of a goodly presence, he looked like one born
to command. He had all his life been a steady,
robust workman, and he had brought to his work no
small amount of natural ability and administrative
sagacity of the most serviceable kind. His lot had
been cast in the hitherto tranquil regions of Bengal.
No opportunity of proving his powers in action had
been afforded to him; but his sufficiency in council
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had won the confidence of successive Governments,
and in all that related to the Lower Provinces there
was 0 man whose experiences were of greater value.
To Lord Canning, who, wisely or unwisely, had been
chary of his confidences to those immediately about
him, the arrival of Mr. Halliday had been extremely
welcome, and from that time there was no member
of the Government whom he so frequently consulted
or whose opinions he so much respected. But still
only by repeatedly urging upon the Governor-General
that his life belonged to his country, and that he
had no right to expose it to any unnecessary risks,
could his Lieutenant induce him to allow the order
to be issued for European guards to be posted at
Government House. It was not, indeed, until the
month of August hal expired that the European
Guard marched into the compound of Government
House, under the immediate orders of the Lieutenant-
Governor. *

In the mean while events were developing them-
selves in the country below Benares, which seemed
in some measure to confirm the apprehensions of
the European community at Calcutta, and which
doubtless rendered the Governor-General's outward
calmness of demeanour, which they so grievously
misinterpreted, more offensive and irritating to them
than before. It seemed as though the toils were
closing around them—that Bengal itself would soon
be in a blaze, and murder and pillage rampant in the
capital —whilst the head of the Government was com-
placently closing his eyes to the surrounding danger.
But no one saw it more clearly than Lord Canning.
Writing at the beginning of August to the Indian

¢ This was either on the 31st of August or the 1st of September.
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Minister at home, he said: “For the moment every-
thing must give way to the necessity of arresting re-
bellion or general disorder below Benares. If this is
not done our slender remains of revenue will be in
jeopardy, and every isolated regiment throughout
these provinces will mutiny ; for it is impossible to
reach them with any European force strong enough
to disarm them, without their having full warning of
what is coming upon them.” The events to which
reference is here made must now be fully narrated.
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CHAPTER II.

THE BEXGAL PROVINCES — CHARACTER OF THE POPULATION — THB CRY
FOR DISARMING — STATE OF THE DINAPORE REGIMENTS — CONDITION
OF THE PATEA DIVISION—ARREST OF WAHABEES — GENERAL LLOYD'S
HALP-MEASURE — MUTINY AT DINAPORE — DUNBAR'S EXPEDITION—THE
DISASTROUS BETREAT-—GALLANT EXPLOITS.

Tae India Bill of 1853 had placed the provinces 18s7.
of Bengal, Behar, and Orissa under a Lieutenant- The Benxal
Governor. They extended from the borders of the T*°
Madras Presidency on the south to the limits of
the Nepaul country on the north. Of all our acquisi-
tions in Upper India, they had been the longest
under our rule; and the people had become, there-
fore, most habituated to our systems. A peaceful,
pliant, plastic people, the genuine Bengalees were
easily intimidated, easily subjected, easily moulded.

They were, indeed, what the moist, relaxing climate
had made them, a feeble, languid race of men. They
did not recruit our armies; but they were adepts in
trade. They could not fire a musket or handle a
sabre ; but they were the most litigious people in all
the world. 'Whilst they schemed and trafficked with
immense success, they did not hesitate to acknow-
ledge, with self-condemning frankness, that, in the
active business of fighting, they were cowards. They
had, however, a passive kind of courage of their
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own. They had great powers of endurance. They
could lie down to be crushed to death under the
wheels of Juggernauth, or they could swing from a
high pole with iron hooks in their backs. In the
aggressive business of insurrection, such a people
could be no proficients. Their idea of a popular
revolt was a great assemblage of people, sitting on
their haunches, hungry and silent, and defying the
Government by sheer force of utter inaction and in-
exhaustible patience.

Such was the general character of the population.
But there are no places in which there are not excep-
tional elements of violence—it, may be of an indi-
genous, it may be of a foreign character. In Bengal
were large numbers of immigrants from all parts of
the East—some settled and some transitory. The
Bazaars of Calcutta were swarming with them—with
men of all races, from the flat-faced, close-shaven
Chinaman to the aquiline, bearded Afghan. The
predatory classes were not absent from Bengal. Bud-
ducks and Kechucks, and other professional robbers,
plied their trade with audacious success. The Police
was about the worst in the world—part and parcel
often of the predatory organisation—and certain, in
the event of an insurrection, to side with the in-
surgents as the more profitable course. Notwith-
standing, therefore, the non-military character of the
rural population, there was some reason to regard
with dismay the rising of the Native troops in the
Lower Provinces, where no European battalions
were posted; whilst higher up in the circle of the
Lieutenant- Governorship were people of different
instincts and habits from those of the populations of
Bengal and Orissa.

Here, indeed, were some sources of reasonable in-
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quietnde. To one of the chief of these the moneyed  1857.
interests of Calcutta looked with intelligible anxiety.  June.
If the rich indigo districts of Behar were overrun ﬂfl‘; :inist.he
by a mutinous soldiery, aided by the Budmashes tricts.
of the country, what would become of all the money
advanced upon the growing crops? This was a sub-

stantial ground of alarm to many of the merchants

and agents of the capital, but the ruin which would

have followed such incursions of rebels into the

indigo districts would not have been confined to

them. It would have been wide-spread and most
disastrons. Now, the apprehension of disturbances

in Behar was by no means the growth of the creative

powers of an excited imagination. The Lieutenant-
Governor had represented in June that there was
danger to be apprehended from the return of muti-

nous Sepoys to their homes in Behar—for, although

few Native soldiers were ever drawn from Lower
Bengal, further up in Behar were races of a more
warlike character—immigrants partly from higher
latitudes. Then there was the great city of Patna,

which had for long years been a not unreasonable

source of suspicion and mistrust to the ruling autho-

rities. Mahomedanism was strong and rampant at

Patna ; and it was the most active kind of Mahomed-

anism, for there we saw the followers of the Prophet

in the rejuvenescence of Wahabeeism. Then there The Seventh,
were three Sepoy regiments at Dinapore, and, al- %:frlt‘i'g'h‘ﬁ‘:_
though they were watched by Her Majesty’s Tenth giments.
Foot, it was still probable that they might suddenly

break into mutiny and escape, as others had escaped

before them. The result of this might have been
mischievous in the extreme. Already were there

great alarm and excitement. Strange rumours agi-

tated the people. Mr. Tayler, the Commissioner of
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Patna, had written to Mr. Secretary Beadon, saying:
“The whole English community at Tirhoot have de-
manded protection, as they believe that the people
will rise and the Nujeebs mutiny. All Buxar and
Shahabad fled like sheep and flocked into Dinapore.
. . - . Richardson, of Chuprah, writes that the whole
country opposite his cutcherry on the Ghazepore
Doab, and the people of all the districts to the west
of Chuprah, are in open revolt.” In this excited
condition of the people, it was argued, if the Sepoys
at Dinapore should rise and sweep down upon Patna,
carrying off the treasure, looting the rich opium-
godowns, and thence spreading desolation through
the homes of the indigo farmers of Tirhoot, the con-
tagion might spread lower and lower, Moorshed-
abad might rise, in spite of the steadfast loyalty
of the Nawab Nazim, and the insurgents gathering
strength as they went, might pour themselves,
down upon the capital. Why, then, not prevent a
calamity of so probable a kind by disarming the
Dinapore regiments? It was a feat of no difficult
accomplishment. The Tenth Foot, aided by some of
the reinforcements passing up the river, which might
have been detained a little while for this special
service, could have easily overawed the Sepoy bat-
talions, and deprived them of all means of offence.
But the Governor-General believed that there was
still greater danger in disarming, and so the Sepoys
were left with arms in their hands; and a regi-
ment of Europeans, when every English soldier
was worth his weight in gold, was kept at Dinapore
to watch them. And there were many in Bengal,
who, admiring and upholding the Governor-General,
and condemning the popular clamour which had
been raised against him as intemperate and imbecile,
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thought that he had erred in refusing, for so long a  1857.
time, to disarm the regiments at Dinapore. June.

It is right, however, that the arguments with Argaments
which the Governor-General sustained his declared :f;';fst.d"'
reluctance to disarm the Dinapore Brigade should be
recorded. If the question before him had related
only to the measures best calculated for the protec-
tion of the indigo districts of Behar, the disarming
of the regiments (its successful accomplishment as-
sumed) might have been the stroke best tending
towards the deliverance of those whose lives and
properties there were in danger. But Lord Canning
had not merely to consider what was locally or in-
dividually best, but what was generally most condu-
cive to the interests of those under his charge. And
he could not but perceive that, however safe it might
be to disarm Native regiments in the neighbourhood
of European troops, the result might be dangerous
in the extreme to our people in other parts of the
country, where Sepoys abounded and not a detach-
ment of Europeans was to be seen. He was look-
ing anxiously for the arrival of fresh reinforcements,
when the game would be more in his own hands;
but in the then destitute state of the Lower Pro-
vinces, it seemed to him and to the members of his
Council to be sounder policy to temporise. It could
not be wise, he thought, to precipitate a crisis, which
he had not the power successfully to confront. All
parts of Lower Bengal were dotted over with Sepoy
detachments, waiting eagerly for news, perhaps for
instructions, from Head-Quarters, and ready to break
out into rebellion at an hour's notice. And it had
been industriously circulated among them that dis-
arming was only another name for destruction, and
that when they had given up their muskets, they
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would either be shot down or sent as prisoners
beyond the seas.

The intelligence, which Lord Canning had received
from the General Officer commanding the Dinapore
Division, tended to confirm him in the impression that
an outbreak at that station was not to be expected.

The Dinapore On the 2nd of June, General Lloyd had written to

Regiment.

the Governor-General, saying: ¢ Although no one
can now feel full confidence in the loyalty of the
Native troops generally, yet I believe that the regi-
ments here will remain quiet, unless some great
temptation or excitement should assail them, in
which case I fear that they could not be relied
upon.”* A few days afterwards it seemed that the
hour of temptation had come; for news had arrived
from Benares of the disarming of the regiments
there, and what had followed, and all the exertions
of the Dinapore officers were needed to allay the
alarm, which is so often the precursor of revolt.
This passed ; but ere many days had lapsed, General
Lloyd, in reply to a suggestion from Government,
wrote to Lord Canning that the opium-godown at
Patna was in a good state of defence, and that he did
not believe that there was any danger of an attack
upon it, a8 no treasure was kept there. But, he
added, “the temptation to an outbreak consists in
the presence in the Collector’s cutcherry at Patna of

® Writing at the end of May, the
commandant of one of the regi-
ments—an excellent Sepoy officer—
said: “I am very happy to inform
ou that the three Native regiments
ere display the best temper, and all
duties are being regularly carried
ou—parades, drills, and target prac-
tice every morning. Not a murmur
is heard about unridglfa. All com-
manding officers and others are doing

their best to keep matters right, and
the real state of the case fully ex-
plained to the officers and men ; and
they are warned that the wild stories
and lies purposely spread about by
emissaries are only to alarm and dis-
turb them, They have been told that
if they can seize and give up any of
these emissaries, they will be pro-
moted and rewarded with a money
present.”
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some twenty lakhs of rupees—money brought in
from Chuprah, and expected to arrive from Arrah,
under the escort of Captain Rattray’s men, to-morrow
morning.* The Treasury is under the charge of the
Nujeebs, and a guard of Sikhs goes for its protection
during the night. The money is to be sent to Cal-
catta by the first downward steamer. . . . I believe
the worst feeling towards us prevails in Patna and
in Behar generally—particularly among the Ma-
homedan population and the sect of Wahabees. As
yet it is confined to words only; but a very little
more excitement would cause it to show itself in
deeds.” The temptation, however, here anticipated
had been resisted, and the Native regiments, all
through the remaining weeks of June and the earlier
part of the month of July, had gone about their
sccustomed duties without any outward manifesta-
tions of disloyalty. And General Lloyd had con-
tinued to report that he believed they would remain
true to their salt, unless some fresh temptation should
arise to elicit the momentary madness that had driven
% many others to perdition.

It was not to be doubted, however, that, as time
went on, there was, apart from these apprehensions of
the sudden falling of a spark upon the combustible
elements of Sepoy discontent, & not unreasonable
cause of anxiety in the chronic state of fear into
which the Native regiments had subsided, owing to
reports industriously circulated among them that
the river steamers passing upwards were crowded
with large numbers of European troops, who would
bring upon them swift destruction under cover of

% Rattray, with his Sikhs, reached will be made of their excellent sere
Patna in the early morning of the vices.
tth of June. Subscquent mention
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the darkness of the night. In vain their officers tried
to reassure them. The panic grew. As had hap-
pened, and was yet to happen in other places, the
strong instinct of self-preservation moved them to
concert measures for their liberation from the toils
which it was believed were closing around them.
To allay these fears, orders were issued that cach
regiment should furnish a picket, to be posted at
night in its Lines, ostensibly for the purpose of
refusing ingress to mutineers or deserters from other
regiments, and to seditious and intriguing persons of
all kinds who might seek to corrupt them. This
wise precaution was not without good results. It
seemed for awhile to pacify the men. If it did not
altogether restore confidence to them, it kept them

‘quiet for awhile. And it was the desire of the

General commanding to keep the Native regiments
together at a time when the Government were strain-
ing every effort to send upwards, along the Grand
Trunk Road, small detachments of Europeans in
wheeled carriages; for an outbreak of the Native
troops at Dinapore might have closed the road and
delayed the advance of our reinforcements in the
hour of our greatest need.

Meanwhile, irrespectively of all military disloyalty,
there was increasing excitement in Behar. It has
been shown in an earlier chapter that, some years
before the general outbreak of mutiny in the ranks of
the Bengal Army, there had been dangerous plots de-
veloped, if not originated, in Patna for the corruption
of our Sepoy regiments, as the first step towards the
subversion of British power in the East.* In no place
were large and influential classes of the Native com-

* Vol. i., p. 304—309.
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munity better prepared for a rising of the soldiery;
and nowhere, when the crisis came, was there more of
the excitement of ill-disguised sympathy. As a link
between them there were the Police—the Nujeebs
—a hybrid race, but a power in the State. The
fusion of the three, whichsoever might be the prime
mover of sedition, was dangerous in the extreme;
and it was certain that an inert policy would not be
a successful one. So already the civil authorities
were striking heavy blows at incipient rebellion, and
endeavouring to overawe the suspected classes by

repressive measures, which engendered as much
hatred as fear.

1857.
June.

The chief civil officer of the division was Mr. Wiliam Tay.

William Tayler, of whom mention has already been '™

made. A man of varied accomplishments and of an
independent tone of thought and speech, he had
studied the Native character, as only it can be rightly
studied, with large-hearted toleration and catholicity
of sentiment. Fully alive to the melancholy fact of
the great gulf between the two races,* he had often
dwelt, in his public correspondence, on. the evils
attending the self-imposed isolation of his countrymen,
and the want of sympathy, and therefore the want of
knowledge, in all that related to the feelings of the
people, of a large majority of official and non-official

®* Nothing can be better than the
following, which I extracted some
years ago from one of Mr. Tayler’s
official papers: Separated as we
necessarlly are from the millions
around us, by our habits and ideas,
we are still further, and without the
same pecessity, isolated from their
bearts by the utter absence of all
idividual feeling or sympathy. The
great mass see or hear of functionary
alter fanctionary coming and going,
and holding thie destinies of the

Reople in the hollow of their hands,
ut they seldom, perhaps never,
know what it is to feel that the
minds of their rulers have ever been
directed to understand or sympa-
thise with the great heart that is
beating around them. The result is
an utter absence of those ties be-
tween the governors and the go-
verned, that unbought loyaliy which
is the strength of kings, and which,
with all his faults, the Native of
India is well capable of feeling.”
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Englishmen in India. Nearly two years before the
outbreak of the mutiny, he had reported to Govern-
ment that, “owing to sundry causes, the minds of
the people in these districts are at present in a very
restless and disaffected state, and they have generally
conceived the idea that there is an intention on the
part of Government to commence and carry through
a systematic interference with their religion, their
caste, and their social customs.” Utterances of this
kind are never very palatable to Government; and
Mr. Tayler was regarded in high places, if not actually
as an alarmist, as a man who suffered his imagination
to run away with him; and although it is impossible
to govern well and wisely without it, nothing is more
detestable to Government than imagination. So it
happened that Mr. Tayler had fallen into disrepute
with some above him, and had excited the resent-
ments of some below him. He was a man of strong
convictions, not chary of speech ; and there was small
chance at any time of a division under his charge
subsiding into the drowsy, somnolent state which
gives so little official trouble, and is therefore so
greatly approved.

There was, a short time before the outburst of the
revolt, one especial matter which had been a source
of much conflict, and had resulted in the determina-
tion of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal to remove
Mr. Tayler from the Patna Commissionership. It was
a question of the establishment of an Industrial Insti-
tution, to be supported by the landholders of the
several districts; and Mr. Halliday was of opinion that
undue influence had been used to obtain the adhesion
of the Zemindars to a scheme which they did not
really approve. Into the merits of this question I do
not purpose to enter. Mr. Tayler manfully declared
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that it appeared to him, after the storm of trouble 1857.
had burst, to be so paltry a matter that it should be  Juse.
dismissed from the consideration of the local officers.

But it is necessary to the right. understanding of

what follows that the general position of affairs, as

thus described, should be known to the reader. It

was an unfortunate circumstance that the Commis-
sioner’s authority should have been weakened by the
notoriety of the displeasure of his Government. There

were undoubtedly two parties in Patna ; and a house
divided against itself is always infirm. When hostile
multitudes are swarming around us, nothing but the

united action of such handfuls of Englishmen as we

can muster to oppose them, can ever work out perfect
deliverance.

The chief out-stations of the Patna Division were Alarm in the
at Chuprah, Arrah, Mozufferpore, Gya, and Mote- diswicts.
haree.* There resided the usual staff of administra-
tors—judges, collectors, magistrates, and opium-agents
—and under their charge were the gaols, and trea-
suries, and godowns, the repletion of which bespoke
the activity wherewith they pursued their callings.

The guardianship of these was intrusted to the Police.
It would have been in favour of our people that no
detachments of Sepoys were posted at these stations,
if the Nujeebs had been trustworthy; but it was
generally felt that their fidelity would not survive
an outbreak of the soldiery, and they might, any
day, following the suit of their military brethren,
release the prisoners in the gaols, carry off the coin
in the treasuries, and murder every Christian in the
district. = 'When, therefore, news came that Delhi

¢ The districts were Sarun, Shab- were at Patna, which gave its name
abad, Tirhoot, Behar, and Chum- alsotoa district.
parum. The civil hud-qurters
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was in the hands of the insurgents, and no news
came, after waiting awhile for it, that the English
had recovered the city and crushed the short-lived
power of the Mogul, there was considerable uneasi-
ness in the minds of all the English inhabitants of
Behar. At first, there was the comforting reflection
to sustain them, that the Native gentry were on their
side—that the influential Zemindars and others
would place all their resources at the disposal of our
people. This belief, however, soon passed away.
It is curious to mark in the private or demi-official
correspondence of the day, how, as time went on,
the confidence entertained by our civil officers in the
loyalty of the local gentry gradually waned and at
last disappeared. The month of May had not come
to a close before stories began to reach the Commis-
sioner from different out-stations, showing how great
was the mistrust that was beginning to overshadow
the minds of our public functionaries. Just ten days
after the outbreak at Meerut, one wrote to Mr. Tayler,
saying: “A Bazaar report was abroad that the
Persian Army was close to Lahore, and hourly ex-
pected, and that all was up with the British in India.
This is enough to alarm the loyal, as well as to en-
courage the disaffected. There is another story that
I heard privately, and some weight may be attached
to it, namely, that Maun Singh, the outlaw of Oude,
is in Nepaul, and has been down on our frontier
making observations and arrangements; that he ex-
cited the sympathy of many in our provinces, and
that our great Rajahs in those parts are not to be
depended upon for a moment ; that they encourage
revolt, though not, perhaps, ready to join in it, unless
an invading army should come. . . .. I know the
Hutwah man has a mooktear at Lucknow. For what
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possible object? . . . . You may depend upon it
that the cartridge question is all fudge. Some deeper
scheme than that has been laid.” Early in June, one
of our magistrates wrote from Gya to the Secretary
to the Bengal Government, saying: “Ihave reason
to believe that the Mahomedans throughout this
province are greatly disaffected ; they are anxiously
looking out for news from the North-West, exag-
gerating matters, and publishing pro bono publico all
they hear. In Gya this feeling has shown itself to a
great extent.” And again, some days later: “My
last mentioned state of feeling up to 11th. From
that time the people have become much more dis-
affected. Reports were duly received that Bud-
mashes and numbers of the Mahomedan population,
in parties, were strolling about, poisoning the minds
of their neighbours with wild stories of our reign
having come to its conclusion, the massacre of the
Europeans in the North-West, &c.; and in many
other ways was the animus but too apparent, and ex-
citement was thus shown to be at its highest pitch,
bordering upon an outbreak. . . .. It is reported
from several places in my jurisdiction that men are
wandering about in the guise of Fakeers and tam-
pering with the villagers.” And on the same day,
the chief civil officer of Chuprah wrote to the Com-
missioner: “There is no concealing the present con-
dition of the Chuprah people, and it requires but
the tidings of a disturbance at Dinapore to make
the Mussulmans, aided by the Nujeebs, rise.”*

® Another letter, written from did in Delbi was to loot every

Chuprah (May 25th), said : “I have, wealthy man. I also informed them

these last two days, been visited by
numbers of the Natives, and I have
been explaining the whole matter to
them—impressing upon the wealthy
men that the first thing the Sepoys

that the regiments which were on
their way to China would now proba-
bly pay Calcutta a visit, and thatina
few days there would be a Euro

force there sufficient to conquer the

1857.
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At the chief station of Patna there was the greatest
alarm of all. It was not unreasonably anticipated
that if the Dinapore regiments should revolt, they
would pour themselves upon Patna with a great .
destruction of property and of life. At the end of
the first week of June the chronic alarm of the Euro-
peans culminated in an acute paroxysm of panic.
A report had arrived from Dinapore that the Sepoys
were expected to mutiny in the course of the night,
Then our people asked what was to be done? Mr.
Tayler, to whom all resorted for guidance in this
emergency, counselled concentration in his own
house. And in a little while the spacious residence
of the Commissioner and his family was gorged to
repletion.* The moon rose that night on a scene of
strange bewilderment and confusion. Outside the
house, a large body of Nujeebs, in their dark-green
dresses, were drawn up under their English chief;}
and a guard, from Holmes’s Irregulars, warlike and
picturesque, was mounted at the chief entrance.}

whole of India over :Eain.” « ... upon, begging them to come over
““There are some disaffected people

without delay, bag and baggage, to

at work, and I only wish that I
could get hold of them. I have my
eye upon onme or two; but they
seem to be raking up all the old
causes of complaint. Twice to-day
I have been asked why the Go-
vernment wish to cut off the pri-
soners’ hair and beards, and though
I explained to them that the Mus-
sulman’s beard was only to be
clipped, and that four fingers’
breadth was to be left, they were
not satisfied, and said, ‘One day it
will be four, the next two fingers,
and then it will be cut off alto-
gether.’ ”

* « My wife and myself were in a
curricle when we received the news;
we drove off at ouce to the houses of
the nearest residents and informed
them quietly of the plan decided

the rendezvous; messengers were
at the same time despatched to warn
the more distant residents. In less
than an hour almost every man,
woman, and child (excepting some
few who lived close to the opium-
godown and found refuge there)
were hurrying helter-skelter to our
house, followed by a heavy phalanx
of beds, clothes, pillows, mattresses,
and other domestic impedimenta.”
—Tayler's Patna Crisis.

1 Major Nation — whence they
came, in the language of the pro-
viuce, to be called the National
Guard.

1 The head-quarters of Holmes’s
regiment was at Segowlie. An ac-
count of this corps will be found in
subsequent pages of the narrative.
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Inside, our people, men, women, and children, were
huddling together, some confident and some scared.
The usual strong contrasts that a season of danger
commonly evokes were strikingly developed by the
crisis. Some looked to the locks of their guns or
felt the edges of their swords; some resigned them-
selves tranquilly to their fate. Some groaned in
spirit; some laughed regardless of their doom. And
whilst some elders were examining the ladders which
led to the roof of the house, and preparing them-
selves for a sudden ascent, young men and maidens,
in the Commissioner’s garden, could not resist a little
moonlit flirtation, although it might be their last.*
But there was no need of the ladders—no use for
the guns. As the night advanced, the danger seemed
to thicken. Letters from Dinapore had been received
by the Nujeebs, saying that the Sepoy regiments were
all of one mind, that they were coming down upon
Patna, and that if the Police battalions would join
them, success would be assured. With the exception
of a few troopers from Segowlie, the Nujeebs were
the sole protection of our people. The gloom, there-
fore, grew darker and denser. But never were the
seriptural words, “ Heaviness may endure for a night,
but joy cometh in the morning,” more signally veri-
fied than in this Patna crisis. There was hourly

expectation of the arrival of Captain Rattray'’s well-

known and much-trusted regiment of Sikh Irregulars,
The Commissioner had already sent urgent missives
to Rattray to hasten his advance, and on that very

® «“On the garden side, our scandalised the more nervous por-
daughters, with some other girls tion of the assemblage by their
and the juveniles amon%I the gentle- laughter and merriment. My wife
men, in spite of the hubbub and was, as is her wont, engaged in
ignorant of the real danger, were ministering to the comfort of all
esjoying the open walks and moonlit who had taken shelter in the house.”
grass o{ the garden, and somewhat —Zayler’s Paina Crisis.

1857.
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1857.  afternoon he had despatched fresh messengers, in the

June.  light-wheeled carriages of the country, to urge and
to assist the rapid progress of the regiment. And
when about the hour of dawn, Rattray himself, with
his picturesque accoutrements, his high jack-boots,
and his long sword, ¢lanked into the Commissioner’s
house, and announced that his men were behind
him, there was a general feeling of deliverance. But
in fact there was no danger from which the Euro-
pean community of Patna were to be delivered.
The Dinapore regiments did not rise; and next
morning the strange assembly of people that had been
gathered together in the Commissioner’s house re-
turned, safe and hopeful, to their several homes.

Repressive  'There was not a man in the country more disposed
Teasur®s-  towards strenuous action than Mr. William Tayler.
The instructions which he issued to his subordinates
all through the months of June and July were of the
most encouraging and assuring kind. He exhorted
all men to put on a bold front, to maintain their
posts, and to crush all incipient sedition with the
strong arm of authority. It was in these words that
he wrote to the chief civil officer of Tirhoot, and all
his directions to others were in the same strain: “I
don’t think that you are in danger. The Sepoys, if
they rose, would not go so far out of their way. Your
own Budmashes, therefore, are all you have to fear.
If you look sharp and raise your extra Police—keep
your Sowars in hand—stir up your Darogah—tell that
little Rajah to send you men in different parts to help
you—keep a look-out at the ghauts, and at the same
time quietly arrange for a place of rendezvous in case
of real danger, where you may meet, all will go
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right. . . . . Make everybody show a good face—be
plucky, and snub any fellows who are impudent. If
any people talk sedition, threaten them with a rope,
and keep a look-out on the Nujeebs. Try and form
without any fuss a body of volunteers, mounted
gentlemen, so that in case of any extremity they
might all meet and pitch into any blackguards. If
anything really bad were to happen, the branch
volunteers should come into Patna and join the main
body, and we would keep the province till assistance
should come. These are only probabilities, so don’t
tell people they are anticipated. The word for
Tirhoot just now is ‘All serene.’”* And it was,
doubtless, the true policy to betray no fear, but to be
thoroughly awake to and prepared for all possibilities
of surrounding danger.

I say it reluctantly—but I fear that it is to be said
most truthfully—that all the Englishmen in the Patna
Division were not of the same high courage as Mr.
William Tayler himself. There had been sudden
alarms and flights from some out-stations, and be-
wildered rushings into Dinapore. *Such a cowardly
panic-struck set as have rushed in here yesterday
and to-day I never saw,” wrote General Lloyd to the
Commissioner on the 9th of June. And the Com-
missioner himself had been compelled to rebuke
some, who had shown too great an alacrity to leave
their posts without sufficient reason for running
away. But it must in all fairness be conceded, that
there were some exceptional grounds of apprehension
on the part of the European residents in Behar.
Already, in general terms, has mention been made of
these. The sources of danger were of two kinds—
external and internal—military and civil. - Not only

* M.8. Records.
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was it clear that into the Patna Division would pour
all the Sepoy deserters and refugees from the Lower
Provinces, but that large numbers of the influential
local gentry were disaffected to the core, and were
watching the movements of the soldiery with grateful
anticipations of a time of trouble to the English. The
fact that Sepoys of nine different regiments were
known to have fought against us in Shahabad, after-
wards afforded substantial proof of the former. The
plots which were actually discovered, and the trea-
sonable correspondence which was intercepted at the
time, left no doubt of the latter ; and if any had re-
mained, subsequent revelations would have thoroughly
dispersed it. Apart from the indigenous sedition—
the sedition of “fanaticism” as it has been called
(for a sincere belief in other creeds than our own is
always fanaticism in the Christian vocabulary)—
there were foreign influences at work to stimulate
the Mussulman inhabitants of Patna and the neigh-
bourhood to rise, whenever a fitting opportunity
should present itself, against the British Government.

" Foremost among these were the sinister influences

that issued from Lucknow. The annexation of that
country had sent to Patna a small Oude colony with
all kinds of embittered resentments against the British
Government, and there was an active correspondence
continually going on between the Mahomedans of the
two great cities; whilst in the districts intrigue was
incessantly at work to weaken, and eventually to
overthrow, the hateful power of the Feringhees.

One incident deserves special narration. About
the end of the third week of June, intelligence
reached the authorities of Tirhoot that one of their
Jemadars of Police, Waris Ali by name, said to
have been of the blood-royal of Delhi, was in trca-



ARREST OF WARIS ALIL 79

sonable correspondence with some disaffected Maho-
medans of Patna. The Magistrate, seeing at once
the necessity of immediately arresting this man, who
was at a police-station in the interior of the district,
asked Mr. William Robertson, a young civilian of
two or three years’ standing, if he would under-
take the work. Robertson, a fine, high-spirited
youth, who seems at all times to have been cheery
and confident, and ripe for action, accepted the offered
duty with alacrity; and it was agreed that four
Englishmen of the district should be selected to share
the dangers and the honours of the enterprise. The
gentlemen finally selected were Messrs. Urqubhart,
Baldwin, Holloway, and Pratt, indigo-planters of the
neighbourhood, “all of them,” as Mr. Robertson
wrote, ‘steady, cool chaps, and yet fighting men.”
All arrangements made, this little party of five, well-
mounted and well-armed, rode for Mr. Baldwin's
factory, some three miles from the police-station,
where they dined and matured their plans; and
before daybreak started, in high spirits, for the
Jemadar’s quarters. Coming suddenly upon him,
they found Waris Ali in the act of writing a trea-
sonable letter to one Ali Kureem, a Mahomedan of
wealth and influence, notoriously disaffected, who
was then living upon the road between Patna and
Gya. The culprit was seized with all his correspond-
ence. He had evidently girded up his loins for im-
mediate flight ; and if William Robertson had swooped
down upon him an hour later, the prey would have
been lost. His horse—a remarkably fine one—stood
saddled in the stable, with holsters at the pommel.
Carts, already laden for a journey, with the draught
cattle beside them, were standing in front of the
house. Every article of furniture, down to the cook-

1857.
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1857.  ing pots and pans, were heaped up ready for depar-

June.  ture. There was no doubt of the man’s guilt. Taken

Slagrante delicto, he resigned himself to his fate. He

was carried a prisoner to the station, and soon after-

wards he was hanged. It is said that at the foot of

the gallows he cried aloud, “If there is any friend of

the King of Delhi here, let him come and help
me.”

Flight of Ali  The correspondence found in the house of Waris

" Ali clearly implicated Ali Kureem. It was sent to

the Commissioner, who determined to apprehend this

man. A party of Sikhs, with ten mounted troopers,

under Captain Rattray, and accompanied by Mr.

John M. Lowis, the Magistrate, were despatched to

his house; but either warned of the movements of

the English, or "scared by the capture of his friend,

Ali Kureem had placed himself on the back of an ele-

phant and taken flight. What now was to be done?

The answer was obvious. The troopers, with one of

the English officers at their head, might have gone in

pursuit and captured him. But in an evil hour, Mr.

Lowis suffered himself to be persuaded by his Nazir,

of whose treachery there was afterwards little doubt,

not to take the horsemen with him. So he started in

a wheeled carriage ill-suited to rapid travelling, and

when Ali Kureem caught sight of his pursuers he

astutely forsook the open road and struck across the

fields, where the elephant made good progress but

the ecka could not follow. On this, Lowis, still eager

~ in the chase, left the carriage and followed on foot.

But everything was against him. The sympathies of

the people were clearly on the side of the fugitive.*

They rendered the English officer no assistance ; but

* Mr. Tayler (“The Patna actually removed a tattoo (pony)
Crisis”) says: ‘“The villages not that he had secured.”
only gave him no assistance, but
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on the other hand actively impeded the pursuit. So 187
next day he returned, “wearied and disheartened,” June.
leaving his Native assistant to follow up the chase.

But the heart of the Nazir was with the enemies of

the Nazarene, and the fugitive escaped. A reward

of five thousand rupees was afterwards offered for

Ali Kureem’s head.

Meanwhile a crisis was approaching in the city of Excitement
Patna itself. Profoundly mistrustful of the popula. i the city.
tion of that great city, especially of its Wahabee
inhabitants, some of whom were men of wealth and
influence, Commissioner Tayler had from the first
endeavoured to overawe the disaffected by vigorous
measures, only to bejustified by the extremity of the
danger to be combated. The practice which he pur-
sued was described in the rough vernacular of the
day, as ¢ hanging right and left.” There was some
exaggeration in this; but the policy was, doubtless,
one of intimidation, and the process of intimida-
tion necessarily involved a somewhat slender regard
for proofs. Of calm judicial investigation there could
be none at such a time. To strike promptly was to
strike successfully ; and to be suspected was often to
be condemned. Arrest followed arrest. A great
panic arose among the Mahomedans of Patna. No
one knew whose turn would come next, or what
form the offensive movements of English authority
would take. The Commissioner was equally cou-
rageous and adroit. Though he fought openly and
struck boldly, he did not despise the aid of stra-
tagem. Onme story, of the arrest of some of the
principal Wahabee suspects, is worthy of narration.

There were three Moulavees in the city, believed Arrest of the
{o exercise, by means of their reputed saintliness, ¥oU*"e*
great influence over many of the townspeople. They

YOL. III. G
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were described by Mr. Tayler as “little, shrivelled,
skin-dried men, of contemptible appearance and
plain manners,” but with * a large body of followers,
who would sacrifice everything at their beck.” There
was reason to believe that these men were busily in-
triguing against us. So Tayler determined to arrest
them. I felt sure,” he wrote afterwards, *that with
their necks at my disposal, and their persons under the
drawn sabres of the Sikhs, not one genuine Wahabee
in the district dare stir a finger.” It was obviously,
however, a thing to be done as quietly as possible.
A violent seizure of these holy men in the heart of
the city might have precipitated an outbreak, which
would have had inconvenient results. So the Com-
missioner bethought himself of a device whereby this -
danger might be avoided. He sent a Circular to all
the most respectable Natives of the.city inviting them
to visit him on the following day, “for consultation
on the state of affairs.” At the appointed time they
assembled in considerable numbers, and the three
Moulavees were among them. When they were
seated around Mr. Tayler's long dining-table, the
Commissioner with his Civil Staff entered the room.
With them also entered Major Nation, Chief of the
Police, Captain Rattray, of the Sikh Regiment, and
Soubahdar Hedayat Ali, of the same corps. The
long swords of the two last in their steel scabbards
clanked ominously on the floor, as they took their
seats near the little Moulavees. The performance
then commenced. There was some talk about the
troubled times and the measures to be mostexpediently
adopted for the safety and welfare of all classes of
the community. When sufficient time had been
given to the decencies of the sham, the Native gen-
tlemén were formally dismissed; but, as the party
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was breaking up, the Moulavees were requested to
remain, as the Commissioner had a few private words
to say to them.

So the little shrivelled men, who had been sitting
very uncomfortably during the conference, with their
legs tucked up on Tayler Sahib's chairs, and who
had clearly foreseen what was coming, resigned them-
selves to their fate. The Commissioner told them
that he considered it his duty, in the interests of the
public safety, to keep them under arrest until the
coming of more quiet times. No resistance was at-
tempted or thought of for a moment. There was
not even a word of complaint. With the quiet
dignity habitual to them, they courteously ad-
dressed the British Commissioner, saying,  Great
is your Excellency’s kindness—great your wisdom.
What you order is best for your slaves. So shall
our enemies be unable to bring false charges against
us!” To this the Commissioner responded with
equal courtesy. Then, ®smiles and salutations”
having been exchanged, the wretched men, bearing
up bravely under their lot, were escorted to their
palanquins, and under a guard of Sikhs conveyed to
the Circuit-house, not without some apprehension of
being hanged.

“To this day,” wrote Mr. Tayler, a year after-
wards, “1I look at the detention of these men as one
of the most successful strokes of policy which I was
able to carry into execution.” But it can hardly
escape the consideration of any candid mind that
what is thus regarded as a successful stroke of policy,
when executed by Englishmen against Mahomedans,
would, if Englishmen had been the victims of it,
have been described by another name. To invite
ten to a friendly conference, and when actually the

G 2
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guests of a British officer, to seize their persons, is
not only very like treachery, but is treachery itself.
If these little shrivelled men had resisted, they would,
perhaps, have been cut down; and if they had
been, 2 Mahomedan historian would, doubtless, have
described the successful policy of Commissioner
Tayler in language similar to that in which I de-
scribed the treacherous assassination of Sir William
Macnaghten by Sirdar Mahomed Akbar Khan. The
exigencies of a great crisis justify exceptional acts
in the interests of the national safety; but I do not
know any excuses that may be pleaded or arguments
that may be advanced by a British officer in such a
case, that might not, and doubtless have been pleaded
and advanced, by Native chiefs in like circumstances,
and freely echoed by the popular voice.

But, whatsoever other successes this stroke of
policy may have wrought, the tranquilisation of
Patna was not one of them. Following closely upon
the arrest of the Moulavees, an attempt was made to
disarm the city of Patna. Like all attempts of the
same kind, it was only partially successful. There
was a limited surrender of offensive weapons; but
many more were concealed. And the fanatical
hatred of the Mahomedan population seems to have
been increased by these acts. On the evening of
the 3rd of July they rose. A large body of Maho- .
medans, bearing aloft the green flag, and summoning
others to join them by the beating of drums, marched
through the streets -of the city and attacked the
house of a Roman Catholic priest. The Sikhs were
at once ordered out, and an express was sent to
Dinapore for European troops. Meanwhile, Dr.
Lyall, with praiseworthy but incautious zeal, had
mounted his horse and ridden down to the scene of
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tumult, thinking by his influence to pacify the crowd. 1857
He had scarcely appeared on the scene when he was T4
shot dead. But when Rattray with his men came

down upon them, the victory of the mob was at an

end. Hating with a bitter hatred these Mahome-

dans, they struck out with hearty goodwill. The
rioters were soon dispersed, and quietude was restored

to the city.

A number of the most notorious malcontents were Execution of
arrested in the course of the next few days. Among Feer All
these was one Peer Ali—a Mahomedan bookseller,
whose professional acquaintance with the amenities
of literature may have sharpened his intellect, though
it had by no means mollified his manners. He was
brave and unscrupulous, and he hated the English.

He had been a long time plotting against us, now in
communication with Delhi, now with Lucknow—
mainly, indeed, with the latter city, of which he was
a Nativee. When his house was searched much
treasonable correspondence was found in it. One
document said : “The state of affairs at Patna is as
follows. Some respectable persons of the city are in
prison, and the subjects are all weary and disgusted
with the tyranny and oppression exercised by Go-
vernment, whom they all curse. May God hear the
prayers of the oppressed very soon!” It was gene-
rally said that this man had shot down Dr. Lyall
with his own hand. He was tried and sentenced to
death. Brought before the Commissioner and other
English gentlemen, “ heavily fettered, his soiled gar-
ments stained deeply with blood from a wound in
his side,” he was asked whether he had any informa-
tion to give that might induce the Government to
sparc his life. With dignified composure, such as
our own people did not always maintain under excit-



1857.
July.

Arrest of
Lootf Ali
Khan.

July 5.

86 THE INSURRECTION IN BEHAR.

ing circumstances, he confronted his questioners, and
replied : “There are some cases in which it is good
to save life—others in which it is better to lose it.”
He denounced the oppression of the English, es-
pecially of the Commissioner, and added, “You
may hang me, or such as me, every day, but thou-
sands will rise in my place, and your object will
never be gained.” After some further conversation,
throughout which, except when he spoke of his
children, he betrayed no emotion, Peer Ali was
taken Jout to execution. He salaamed respectfully
to the Commissioner, and went forth “ unmoved and
unconcerned.” He was hanged, His house was
razed to the ground, and his property was con-
fiscated.

But Peer Ali was not a rich man. And Com-
missioner Tayler was thoroughly convinced by “the
fact that men had been kept for months on pay
regularly distributed, under a conditional compact
to come forward when called for,” that ‘“some
wealthy party was at the bottom of the intrigues,
that were shown to have been carried on for months.”
He had no difficulty in naming the man. There
was one Lootf Ali Khan, a wealthy banker, against
whom there was a strong suspicion by no means
confined to the Commissioner, One of the men
arrested and executed for the outrage which had
resulted in the death of Dr. Lyall, was this man’s
Jemadar. He was known to have harboured a
Sepoy of the Thirty-seventh Regiment that had re-
volted at Benares; and he was suspected of being in
communication with Sepoy regiments, and to have
supplied, for rebellious purposes, the money distri-
buted by Peer Ali and others. When the Magistrate
went to the banker’s residence in the city, accom
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panied by a guard of Sikhs under an English officer,

to arrest him, Lootf Ali came forth, and being in-
formed that he was to accompany the Magistrate to
the Commissioner’s house, blandly assented, and at
once ordered his carriage to be brought round. After
the manner of his tribe, the coachman was absent
when he was called for; so Lootf Ali, having requested
the English gentlemen to take their seats in the car.
riage, mounted the box and drove his captors to
Mr. Tayler’s door—a manner of arrest, perhaps, un-
precedented in the annals of police.* The banker
was formally tried by Mr. Farquharson, the Judge;
but the evidence adduced was insufficient to convict
him, and in due course he was released.t If the
majority of English residents were not surprised,
they were exasperated and alarmed by the acquittal.{

stating what had been proved against
Lootf Ali, says: ““):a” (the resi-

® As this statement has been
questioned, upon high authority, I

ive the following confirmato -
Ege from Mr. Lowis’s otﬁcli-a{lp:-
: “One of the chief events to
noted is the capture of Syud
Lootf Ali Khan, a wealthy banker,
whom 1, at the request of the Com-
missioner, Mr. W. Tayler, arrested
en the night of the 5th instant. I
was accomgnied by Lieutenant
Campbell with a guard of Sikhs, who
surrounded the house, but the pre-
caution was needless, as there was
no show of resistance or attempt at
escape. He at once came out to
meet me, and when informed that he
bad been summoned by the Com-
missioner, ordered his carriage, and,
as the coachman was not forth-
coming, got himself on the box, and
drove us to Mr. Tayler’s house.”

+ The Sepoy whom he had har.
boured was hanged—as well as (as
stated in the text) Lootf Ali’s ser-
vant, who was known to have taken
an active part in the murder of Dr.

Lyall
t One letter before me, after

dents at Patna) “knew all this,
which was afterwards proved upon
his trial, and doubted not of his
fate ; but to our astonishment and
mortification and disgrace, he was
acquitted and borne away from court
in triumph by his supporters. This
was sufficiently alarming, one would
suppose, to the _auiporteu of order ;
but this was not the climax. A few
days after his release, the man who,
with hardly one exception, the Euro-
peans of Patna and Dinapore consi-
dered a rebel of the blackest dye, was
received with all the honours due to
a highly faithful and meritorious sub-
ject by his late acquitting judge, in
is then merely temporary position
of Acting Commissioner. Could an
act of a single man have alienate:
me from the allegiance due to our
Government, this would have done
it. I would rather we had been
all driven from house and home by
an open rebellion in Patna than that
this moral victory should have been
yielded.”—MS. Correspondenoe.

1867,
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Stories were freely circulated to the effect that the great
wealth of Lootf Ali had carried him triumphantly
through the ordeal. It was said that large sums of
money had been remitted to Calcutta for the purpose of
working out his deliverance. That deliverance, when
it came, was quite an ovation. The peans of party

‘were resonant from Calcutta to Dinapore. The great

Mahomedan capitalist, who, a little time before, had
been suspected of holding large numbers of armed
men in his pay to exterminate the Nazarene, was
now welcomed and consoled as a martyr to the pre-
judice of an individual. Received with favour by
some of the Government officers, and invited to their
houses—an act of toleration only too rare in official
circles—he could afford to laugh at the malice of
his enemies, and so he expanded into greater exu-
berance than before. As to the guilt or innocence
of the man, it still remains a subject of controversy ;
but it is right that history should give him the benefit
of the popular doubt, and, still more, the benefit of
the judicial acquittal. It is to be remembered that
in those days, not only in the Patna Division, but
throughout the whole country, a strong anti-Maho-
medan feeling pervaded the minds of the English
communities; and that many fell under suspicion of
complicity in treasonable designs upon evidence far
more slender than that on which the Patna banker
was arrested. If we cannot blame Judge Farquhar-
son for acquitting him, it is equally certain that we
must not condemn Commissioner Tayler for com-
mitting him,

After the antl-Mahomedan demonstrations above
recorded, there was, as the month of July wore to a
close, a season of comparative quietude at Patna ; and
outwardly the Sepoy regiments at Dinapore main-
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tained the order and discipline habitual to them in
the most tranquil times. But ever was flowing on an
undercurrent of disaffection and intrigue in the
towns and through the districts; and, as wecks

passed, and still no tidings came of the recovery of

Delhi—but instead of this intelligence so eagerly
looked for and confidently expected by the English,
fresh stories of defeat and disaster fatal to the British
rule came huddling on each other—when it was
known that Cawnpore had fallen, with a great mas-
sacre of Christian people, that Lucknow, the only
spot in Oude still held by us, was beleaguered, that
Agra was in peril, and nearly all parts of the North-
Western Provinces in a great blaze of rebellion—
when all these things were known, and many wild
exaggerations were associated with these truthful
reports in the mouths of the inhabitants of Behar, it
became more and more apparent that the thoughts of
the Native gentry were turning, with vague expect-
ancy, to a coming time, when they would recover their
ancient dignities and privileges; whilst men of less
note were summing up the offences committed by
the English against Mahomedans and Hindoos, and
prophesying the approach of a day of retribution.

In this excited state of the public mind, when all
were watching with eager interest the movements of
the soldiery at the Dmapore Head-Quarters, and still
they gave no sign of open mutiny, the long-anticipated
crisis was evolved in a most unexpected manner.
The cry for the disarming of the Dinapore regiments
had beecn resisted; but it had not been stilled. An
advantageous opportunity for the successful accom-
plishment of this design was presented in the middle

1857.
July.

Mutlny of the
Sepoy regi-

ments,

of July by the arrival at Calcutta of the Fifth Fusiliers,

which was to be sent up at once to recruit General
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Havelock. The detention of this regiment would have
been a great evil. But the Calcutta Government,
urged onwards by the importunities of the commercial
communities, consented to allow its stoppage for a
little space at Dinapore, just, in the language of the
day, “to polish off the Sepoys,” in conjunction with
its brethren of the Tenth, and then to pass on to its
destination. So, on the 15th of July, Sir Patrick
Grant wrote confidentially to General Lloyd, saying:
“The first detachment of Her Majesty’s Fifth Fusiliers .
left Chinsurah this morning on flats towed by steamers

in progress towards Benares, and the remaining por-

tions of the regiment will follow by the same means

of transit to-morrow and Friday. If, when the regi-

ment reaches Dinapore, you see reason to distrust the

Native troops, and you entertain an opinion that it
is desirable to disarm them, you are at liberty to dis-

embark the Fifth Fusiliers to assist you in this object;

but it is imperatively necessary that the detention of
the regiment should be limited to the shortest possible .
period. If you decide on disarming, it should extend

to all three regiments, and it should be carefully ex-

plained that it is merely a measure of precaution to

save the well-disposed from being led to commit them-

selves by the evil machinations of designing scoundrels,

some few of whom are always to be found in even the

best regiment. If resistance to authority is exhibited,

the most prompt and decided measures for its instant

suppression should be adopted.” Although these’
instructions were very clear, they left, to a certain

extent, the responsibility in the hands of General

Lloyd; and General Lloyd was one of those who

shrunk from responsibility. And for some days

after the receipt of this letter he was minded to do

nothing.
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But on the 24th of July, in an evil hour, General
Lloyd, feebly halting between two opinions, be-
thought himself of a compromise. Still reluctant to
disarm the regiments, yet unwilling to turn a deaf
ear to the increasing implorations and remonstrances
of the Europeans of Bengal, now at last, after long
delay, supported by Government, he fell back upon
the fatal folly of a half-measure. There was nothing

. to command success, in those days, that had not in-
scribed upon it the great watchword of ¢ Thorough.”
But General Lloyd did not see clearly that to give to
his men all his confidence or none—to do the thing
all in all or not at all—was the only way to success.
He shrunk from the decided act of taking away from
his men their muskets and their pouches. But he
thought that he might render their possession harm-
less by depriving the regiments of percussion-caps.
So taking advantage of the arrival of two companies
of the Thirty-seventh Foot on the 24th of July, he
ordered a parade of the Europeans for the following
morning, and directed arrangements to be made for
carting away all the caps in the magazines. *

1857.
July.

At the appointed time the parade was held. The July 25.

European troops and the Artillery were drawn up in
the great barrack-square ; and two bullock carts were

® These companies had come

tify us in parting with the whole of
round from Ceylon to Calcutta.

the Thirty-seventh Regiment, and

Lord Canning had written urgently
to Sir Henry Ward (sending his
letter by Major Bazeley on a special
steamer) to despatch the whole of
the Thirty-seventh; but both the
Governor and the Commander-in-
Cuief of the colony had demurred
to the proposal thus to strip the
island of all European defence. “I
entirely agreed,” wrote Sir Henry
Ward, “ with Major-General Lock-
yer's view that nothing would jus-

in thus placing the colony at the
mercy of a regiment of Malays and
8epoys, who may, I think, be relied
upon as against the Natives, if kept
in check by a proper admixture of
the European element, but who may
also, though all now appears to be
gained, be brought under those mys-
ten;:usl}nﬂuenceg w]l;ie‘::hggfve worked
so fatally upon the Army.”—
MS. Correspondence. v
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sent to the magazines to bring the percussion-caps to
the English quarters. Between the magazines and
the square were the Sepoy Lines—so the laden carts,
which told the story of the present disgrace, and,
perhaps, the coming destruction of the Native regi-
ments, had to pass beneath their eyes. As they
crossed the Lines, there was a great commotion among
the Sepoys of the Seventh and Eighth Regiments ;
but the Fortieth appears to have been quiescent on the
side of mutiny, if not active on that of “order and
discipline.”®* The Seventh, who were being paraded
for guard at the time, were the most tumultuous.
They are said to have cried out for the murder of the
Sahibs and the rescue of the ammunition. But their
officers went among them and pacified them; and
the danger for the moment was tided over.t The two
cart-loads of percussion-caps were stored away under
charge of the Europeans. The officers went home to
their breakfasts, and the General issued some sup-
plementary orders to his Staff, of such small im-
portance he thought, as not to require that he should
see them executed himself.

®* General Lloyd says: ¢ The
Fortieth Native Infantry made a
decided demonstration towards the
cause of order and discipline, being
ready to oppose any attempt to
rescue the caps.” Colonel Cum-
berlege, who commanded the For-
tieth, says: ‘ About six A.M. on the
25th of July, 1857, the Fortieth
Regiment had just been dismissed
from parade, when a cart containing
percussion-caps for the three regi-
ments, taken from the magazines,
passed along the road in front of our
parade-fround; an angry buzz of
voices had arisen amongst the men
in the lines on our right, and some
of the men of the Seventh Regiment
Native Infantry were rushing in a
disturbed and excited manner, and
some tried to make across the corner

of our parade to intercept the carts.
In this they were most decidedly
opposed and turned back by the men
of our grenadiers and right wing—
our men meanwhile keepinz per-
fectly quiet and orderly.”—Parlia-
mentary Papers.

+ In the official statement of
Brevet-Colonel Templer (Parlia-
mentary Papers) there is no mention
of these threats. The colonel says,
“The Seventh Regiment under my
command, for the first time showed
u mutinous spirit to exist in some
of the men on, the morning of the
25th of July, 1857, by the regi-
mental guards (at guard-mounting)
dispersing, instead of obeying the
orders of the officer of the day to
wheel into column.”
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The supplementary orders related to the percussion-
caps which were already in the possession of the
Sepoys—those which had been served out to them
for immediate use, together with the corresponding
rounds of ball-cartridge. Had there been no signs of
disaffection in the early morning, these few caps
might have been left with the men, and fired away, in
course of ordinary duty, without exciting suspicion;
but the bearing of the Sepoys rendered it expedient
that prompter action should be taken. So a parade
was ordered at noon, at which it was to be explained
by the Native officers to their several companies that
the measure then ordered was ‘ merely one of precau-
tion to save the well-disposed from being led away to
commit themselves by the evil machinations of de-
signing scoundrels”*—and then the caps were to be
collected. It was easier, however, to empty out the
magazines than to take this little residue out of the
clutches of an excited soldiery.

A little after the hour of noon the regimental
parades were held. The soothing explanations were
given. But when the time came for them to surrender
their caps, the Seventh and Eighth Regiments broke
out into open mutiny. Rushing towards the bells-of-
arms they seized their muskets and fired at all the
Europeans they could see. They took their regi-
mental colours and their regimental treasure, and
prepared themselves for flight. The Fortieth, how-
ever, hesitated. There was still some sense of duty
left in them. The Native officers and non-com-
missioned officers, and some of the Sepoys, formed
and marched into the square with their colours and
treasure, intending to defend them; and it is pos-
sible that the whole regiment might have stood fast ;
but in a critical moment of doubt and perplexity

* Regimental Orders of the Seventh Native Infantry, July 25, 1857.

1857.
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some Europeans of the Tenth fired upon them from
the roof of the Hospital, and panic completed what
disaffection had only half done. So the three regi-
ments went off together en masse—taking their arms
and accoutrements, but not their uniforms, with
them. And the Commander of the English forces put
himself on board a steam-boat in the river.

How it happened that, at such a time, the General
could have abandoned his proper post it is not
easy to explain. He was old and infirm. He was
grievously afflicted with the gout. He could not
walk. He could not ride. But he could sit upon the
deck of a steamer, and there dimly survey the ope-
rations on the shore. Perhaps the feeling of thorough
helplessness reconciled him to a desertion which
could not be regarded as otherwise than discreditable.
Had he confessed his physical inability to cope with
the crisis, and made over the command to the officer
next in seniority, there would have been a far better
result. But the crisis had arrived at Dinapore ; and
there was no responsible officer on the spot to con-
front it.*

* Tt is right that General Lloyd’s
own words should be quoted. The
following is from a letter written to
his brother and published in a Lon-
don newspaper: ““I had no horse in
cantonments. My stable was two
miles distant, and being unable at
the time to walk far or much, I
thought I should be most useful on
board the steamer with guns and
rifflemen, in which I proceeded along
the rear of the Nutive lines—the
river being only two hundred yards,
or thereabouts, distant from the
right of the advauciog column of
guns and Europeans, and expecting
to get some shots at the Sepoys on
shore or escapinf l:iv the river. Con.
sidering that I had fully previously
given instructions for the attack and
pursuit of the Sepoys by the guns

and Her Majesty’s Tenth, under
their respective commanding officers,
I left it to them to follow up the
mutineers by land.” The Yetter
from which this passage is quoted
will be found complete in the Ap-
pendix. There is no incident de-
tailed in this volume regarding which
I have had more travail in eluci-
dating the truth than this story of
the Dinapore mutiny. I had been
led to believe by previous published
statements that General Lloyd went
on board the steamer defore the regi-
ments had mutinied. His own state-
ment, however, distinctly refutes
this—whether to his advantage or
llzot nllfle“eh th(;,l readelr to determine.
confess that his apology appears to
me to be ultogetheg unsatisfactory.
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It had been supposed that in any emergency of  1857.
this kind the European force at Dinapore would have m,::t’-' ?{h
been more than strong enough to turn a mutiny of se';o,,,o °
the Native regiments into something like a massacre
of insurgents. There was the Tenth Foot, less two
companies; and there was a battery of Foot Artil-
lery, but wanting some of its guns and gunners,
which had been sent to Benares ; and there were two
companies of the Thirty-seventh Foot. The assembly
was sounded in the barrack-square, and the English
Infantry and Artillery were mustered under their
commandants, Fenwick and Huyshe. But the Se-
poy®’ power of flight was greater than our soldiers’
power of pursuit. The state of the country was in
favour of the Natives. The parade-grounds were
mostly under water, and the country beyond was a
great swamp. The Sepoys in their scanty undress,
literally with their “loins girt about for flight,” tra-
versed easily the familiar morasses. But our Infantry
floundered in them, and our Artillery stuck fast.
Both fired when it was too late at ‘impossible dis-
tances,”* and the Sepoys made good their escape
almost to a man. Full notice had been given to
them, and they had wisely spent the morning in
making their preparations for a triumphant exodus,
whilst the Europeans made only a feeble effort at
pursuit ; and as they could not overtake the fugi-
tives, set fire to their huts and halted for further
orders. The General was missing. ‘No one liked to
take the responsibility upon himself; no one, per-
haps, knew what was to be done. The emergency
that had now come upon our people had been anti-
cipated for months, and yet when it came no one
seems to have had any conception of the way in
which it-was to be met.

# These arc General Lloyd’s words.
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It was not so with the Sepoys. Some few made
the mistake of taking to the Ganges, where their
boats were fired into and run down by the steamer,
and some of their inmates shot or drowned. But
the majority hastened to the river Soane, which
skirts the south-east boundary of the district of
Shahabad, dividing it, for some fifteen miles, from
the Patna district, and emptying itself into the
Ganges about ten miles south of Dinapore. It was
the object of the mutineers to enter this district of
Shahabad, from which it is said that the Dinapore
regiments had been largely recruited.* On the banks
of the river, they had it all to themselves. It was
not without some trepidation that they looked at the
waters swollen by a month’s rain, and thought that
it would go hard with them if the English should
arouse themselves into aught approaching the ac-
tivity of pursuit. But any apprehensions which they
may have entertained were shown to be groundless.
There was not a white man on their track. Every-
thing, indeed, was in their favour. They had friends
before them ; and no enemies behind. All that they
wanted was a little time; and the complacency of
the military authorities at Dinapore afforded them
even more than they required. So they crossed the
river with as much ease and comfort as they could
desire, some in boats and some by the public ferry;
and then they set their faces towards Arrah, the
official capital of Shahabad.

# Mr. Trevelyan, in his graphic
account of the defence of Arrah,
relates that ““ the men were all drawn
from the notoriously turbulent dis-
trict of Shahabad, of which Arrab is
the official capital, and were united by
the bond of an undefined allegiance
to Kower Singh, who was recognised
as chieftain by the Rajpoots or sol-
dier-caste of that region.” This,

perhaps, may be a little too broadly
stated ; but it is not to be doubted
that a large number of Rajpoot Se-
goys were drawn from Shahabad.

f the Dinapore regiments contained
an exceptional number of these re-
cruits, it was a grievous mistake to
post them at Dinapore at all—still
more grievous not to watch them
more closely
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There was nothing there to oppose the insurgent 1857,
Sepoys but the pluck of a few English civilians— _ o
s . . e qe . Kower Singh.
public functionaries, indigo-planters, and railway en-
gineers, and a handful of Sikh mercenaries, who
might or might not be faithful to their employers.
On the side of the Sepoys there was a friendly
country, auxiliaries from other mutinous regiments
flocking to meet them, and, more than all, that
which had so often been wanting to give duc effect
to the cfforts of the mutineers—a leader ready to
place himself at their head. He was an old man.
The burden of some fourscore years was upon him ;
but he had retained some remnant of the energy of
his younger days. His name was Kower Singh. He
was of Rajpoot stock; and he was, or he had
once been, the owner of great estates. It was said
that the revenue systems of the English, the ten-
dencies of which were so much towards the Dead
Level, had greatly impoverished him ; but, if jt were
so, his influence in the district had survived his
wealth, and he was still a power in Shahabad. The
story ran tbat he had been for wecks past maturing
his plans to cast in his lot with the rebellious Sepoys
—that he had intrigued largely with the mutinous
regiments of the Lower Provinces—and that he had
even been in communication with the Nana Sahib.
It is not easy to ascertain the exact amount of truth
in these contemporary stories. The popular voice of
the English at the time proclaimed him a miscreant.
The usual strong colours, with which we are wont
to daub our enemies, especially when they are suc-
cessful, were freely used in our portraiture of this
man. But there was afterwards, as often happens in
such cases, a reaction of sentiment; and he grew
into a veteran warrior; a hero and a deliverer;
YOL. III. H
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rising from a sick-bed, forgetful of his infirmitics,
regardless of the approaches of death; eager to re-
dress the wrongs of his countrymen and to smite the
persecutors of his race ; arming himself for the strife
and going forth to the battle.

But the truth lay midway between these two ex-
tremes; and the story of Kower Singh must be told
in less ambitious language. A little while before the
Dinapore revolt, the old Baboo had been held in high
esteem for his loyalty by the Patna Commissioner.
On the 14th of June, Mr. Tayler had written to
Government, saying: ‘ Many people have sent me
letters, imputing disloyalty and disaffection to several
Zemindars, especially Baboo Kower Singh. My per-
sonal friendship for him, and the attachment he has
always shown me, enable me confidently to contradict
the report.” Again on July 8th: “ Baboo Kower
Singh would, I am sure, do anything he could; but
he has now no means. He has written to me several
times to express his loyalty and sympathy.” It was,
perhaps, true that he had no means for good; but
he had immense means for evil, for the hearts of
the people were against us. But his position was
a critical one. The good opinion of Kower Singh
entertained by the Commissioner was shared by the
Magistrate of Shahabad, who wrote to the Govern-
ment of Bengal, saying: “With regard to the Baboo,
there have been, ever since the commencement of the
present disturbances, reports, some of them tending
to implicate him seriously. . . . I have no reason to
believe them. The Commissioner has the highest
opinion of his loyalty, and I see no reason to doubt
it.” But there were officers in other districts who
knew, and who did not hesitate to report that there
were many influential Zemindars watching the move-
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ments of Kower Singh, and prepared to follow his
example. He was a man in such times to be nar-
rowly watched ; and so Commissioner Tayler wrote
to him, inviting him to come into Patna (of course
for the Baboo’s own good), and sent an officer of the

Commission to visit him and personally to observe

the state of affairs. But the wily old Rajpoot, who
knew that this was only a courteous mode of making
him a prisoner, pleaded. age and infirmity, and was
not to be lured from his sheltered home in Jugdes-
pore. He made, however, specious promises of at-
tending to the Commissioner’s wishes at some future
period of restored health, knowing very well that
something would happen in the interval to prevent
their accomplishment. The old man was waiting
and watching. He had “a case” of his own, about
the issue of which he was anxious in the extreme;
and it is possible that if this had gone well for him, he
might not have desired to precipitate the convulsions
which seemed to afford a shorter, if a more rugged
way, out of the jungle of his difficulties. The em-
barrassed state of his affairs had, some time before,
caused the intervention of Government. His estates
were in liquidation, and it required the support of
official authority to carry him successfully through
the ordeal. At a critical moment, when Kower
Singh was in doubt and perplexity as to the part he
should play in the great historical drama which he
saw clearly in the foreground of the future, an ad-
verse decision was communicated to him. The sup-
port of Government was suddenly withdrawn. There
was but one thing that could have kept the old Raj-
poot free from the entanglements that surrounded
him, and that one thing was such aid from Govern-
ment as would have enabled him to end his days in
2
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quietude and peace, and to leave an honourable name
behind him in the district. But instead of this, he
was, like many others, driven to despair by that
miserable want of imagination and lack of sympathy
which characterised the action of our * Boards.”*
So as the saving hand of Government was not to be
extended to him, he betook himself to the other way
out of his difficulties; to the new and shorter road
to the coveted release which lay through the troubles
sweeping over the country.t There were many about
him to counsel this course of action—many who,
eager for rebellion themselves, turned for a leader to

* As some readers may wish to
have a more specific account of this
transaction, it may be briefly stated
that Kower Singh bad engaged to
obtain an advance of money, to the
extent of twenty lakhs of rupees, for
the payment of his debts. There
was to have been a iradual process
of liquidation from the proceeds of
his estates through the Collector of
Shahabad. This loan had not been
sctually negotiated. But the capi-
talist bad promised that the money
was shortly forthcomin%. There
were some delays, as there com-
monly are when money is to be ad-
vanced—but in the meanwhile some
smaller sums had been advanced by
other parties, and some advanta-
geous compromises had been ar-
ranged. Affairs were in this state
when suddenly the Sudder Board of
Revenue sent through the Patna
Commissioner “a peremptory mes-
sage to Kower Singh that unless he
obtained the entire loan within a
month (which was impossible) they
,would recommend the Government
to withdraw all interference with his
affairs and to abandon the manage-
ment of his estates.”

+ This opinion was entertained by
Mr. Wake, the local magistrate,
who, writing to Government on the
19th of July, said : *‘ He is nominally
the owner of vast estates, whilst in

reality he is a ruined man, and can
hardly find money to pay the in-
terest of his debts. As long, there-
fore, as law and order exist, his
position cannot improve: take them
away, and he well knows that he
would become supreme in this dis-
trict. I do not think he will ever
openly oppose the Government as
long as he thinks that Government
will stand, but I do think that,

“should these districts be ever the

scene of a serious outbreak, he may
take it into his head that it is time
to strike a blow for his own interests,
and his feudal influence is such as
to render him exceedingly dangerous
in such an event., I am narrowly
watching his conduct, and the Com-
missioner has sent for him to Patna
to speak to him on the subject of
the reports about him ; he is said to
be ill, and I dare say will object on
that plea, but I have heard that he
has stated that he will not go to
Patna, and will resist if he is sent
for. I hope soon to be able to speak
with more certainty on the subject.”
The Bengal Government officially
described him as * the ruined owner
of vast estates, who would become
supreme in the district on the occur-
rence of disorder, but who, so long
as law and order prevailed, could
barely find the means to pay the
interest of his debts.”
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this venerable chief. So he consented to cast in
his lot with them; and his name became great in
Shahabad. When the Dinapore regiments revolted,
the whole district rose, and the Jugdespore man fell
naturally into the place of leader of the insurgents.

Whilst, in those last days of July, the old Raj-
poot chief was up and doing, the old English General
was thinking what was to be done. Under the
powerful influence of Kower Singh, the insurgents had
marched on Arrah, released all the prisoners in the
Gaol, plundered the Treasury, and but for the wis-
dom and bravery of the European inhabitants (of
which more will be said presently), would have
butchered them all to a man. But Lloyd, though
not so far stricken in years, could only think and
think wrongly. It appears that his first idea was to
assume the defensive and to intrench himself at

1857.
July, )

General
Lloyd and
Mcr. Tayler,

Dinapore. He expected that the mutineers, having July 2.

possessed themselves of Arrah and slain all the white
men in the place, would return flushed with con-
quest, under the leadership of Kower Singh, and
attack the great military station. But Commissioner
Tayler, to whom the General referred the proposal,
protested against such an exhibition of weakness, and
urged the immediate despatch of a strong force into
the Shahabad district to crush the insurrection, and,
if not too late, to rescue our people.

This was on the 26th. All through the previous
day there had been great excitement at Patna. The
firing of the guns at Dinapore had been distinctly
heard. The English residents had chuckled over the
thought of the victory that our people were achiev-
ing, and had counted up the “butcher’s bill.” The
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1857.  slaughter of the mutineers was variously estimated
July.  at from five hundred to eight hundred men. But as
the hours passed away, and the sound of the guns
passed away too, doubt and anxiety began to take
the place of the first expectation of a great carnage.
Then a rumour came that the mutineers were escap-
ing, and that the English soldiery could not follow
them through the swamps which stretched out before
. them. Before nightfall there was a gathering of all
our people at the Commissioner’s house ; and a little
force was improvised, consisting of Sikhs and Nu-
jeebs, and a few English gentlemen, which went out
at night, in the hope of being able to cut off strag-
glers, and perhaps to intercept a diversion of the
enemy towards Patna. But as the following day
broke, news came which gave a new complexxon to
affairs. ‘¢ Whilst it was yet scarcely daylight,” wrote
the Commissioner, ‘“a note was brought to my bed-
side. By the imperfect light I could just distinguish
the words, ‘Major Holmes and his wife.” I felt at
once what it was, and shall never forget the sensation
of pain and horror with which I read the announce-
ment of this gallant and chivalrous officer’s murder.
I immediately,” added the writer,” recalled our
volunteer detachment.” A new difficulty had come

upon us from a most unexpected quarter.
Mx(?orHolmes At Segowlie was a regiment of Irregular Horse
anc biszegi- (the Twelfth), commanded by Major James Holmes,
an officer made of the right heroic stuff. A man
of an ardent temperament, eager, impulsive, and
bold as a lion, he shrunk from no responsibility,
and was ready, in the hour of difficulty, to assume
authority, which he did not rightfully possess, and
to trust for future indemnity to the generosity of his
masters, As soon as the first developments of insur-
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rection rendered it certain that our positions in Behar
would be threatened, he placed himself in direct
communication with Lord Canning, and expressed
his opinions with a freedom rarely seen in similar
correspondence. Like Commissioner Tayler, he was
all for prompt action and vigorous repression. *If
every one,” he wrote on the 25th of May to the
Governor-General, “is true to himself and to the
Government, and does his duty with smiling cheer-
fulness, all things will go well. 1 have endeavoured
to impress this on the civilians of the district. I
have also pointed out the necessity of their inform-
ing the wealthy Natives and Zemindars that the
chief object of the turbulent Sepoys is plunder, and
that it is their interest to seize any mutinous person
and hand him over for punishment.” It is abso-
lutely necessary,” he added, “to strike terror by
putting such persons to death by military law, and
this power should, I think, be granted. If any
person already discharged for mutiny from the Army
should make such attempt, I would act on my re-
sponsibility.”® What Lord Canning replied to this
has been already shown.t But notwithstanding this
plain expression of the opinions of the supreme
authority, the fiery commander of Irregulars took
upon himself the responsibility of placing the entire
districts of Tirhoot, Chuprah, and Chunparum, as well
as Azimgurh and Goruckpore, under martial law.
“As a single clear head,” he wrote on the 19th of
June, “is better than a dozen in these times, and as
military law is better than civil in a turbulent coun-
try, I have assumed absolute military control from
Goruckpore to Patna, and have placed under absolute

® MS. Correspondence. chapter, p. 7, was addressed to
+ The letter quoted in the last Major Holmes.
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military rule all that country, including the districts
of Sarun, Chunparum, and Tirhoot. The Governor-
General having requested me to write to him direct,
I do so daily, and have informed his lordship on this
head.” The Commissioner reported that Major
Holmes had done this * with the knowledge and
concurrence of the Governor-General.” But this was
a mistake—at least it was only half true. Major
Holmes had written to the Governor-General, saying:
“ Hearing that some seditious letters and speeches
have been coming into the district, I have thought it
proper to order my patrolling parties to proclaim
martial law over the districts of Goruckpore, Sehwan,
Chunparum, and Tirhoot, and that I shall punish
with instant death the following offences, namely :

“1. Openly bearing arms against the State.

2. Seditious speaking, or exciting others to rebel-
lion, or any expression of disaffection to the Govern-
ment.

3. Concealing rebels, or even hearing others talk
treason, and not immediately reporting to the nearest
authorities.

“4. Plundering—if caught i flagrante delicto.

“All this,” he added, “ may not be lawful; but I
don't care for that. There are times when circum-
stances are above the law. I am determined to keep
order in these districts, and I'll do it with a strong
hand.”* Nothing can be plainer than this—nothing
more certain than that Holmes proclaimed martial
law, with the subsequent knowledge of the Governor-
General. But the Government promptly repudiated
these unauthorised publications.f

* Major Holmes to Lord Caa- content till he had strong up a high
ning, June 15, 1857.—MS. Corre- civilian.
apondence. In a letter to Mr. Tayler,  + I cannot And the slightest trace
he wrote that it had been said that in Lord Canning’s correspondence
this hot-headed Major would not be of any sort of concurrence in
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Major Holmes had full confidence in the fidelity of
his men. He commanded a model regiment, sup-
posed to be proof against all temptation. There was
not a civil officer in the district who did not covet
the protection of a few sabres from Holmes's Incor-
ruptibles; and he freely scattered them about in
little parties of fifty or thirty, never doubting that
they were true to the core. My parties now,” he
wrote to Lord Canning on the 14th of June, “patrol
the whole country from Goruckpore and Azimgurh
to Tirhoot, Chuprah, and Patna; and I believe that
at the present not a word of sedition is spoken.on
the banks of the Ganges. I have proclaimed that I
shall punish with instant death civilians as well as
woldiers for one word of mutiny; and all know that
I shall keep my word. In consequence all is quiet.
Last night, at nine p.M., two unfortunate Sepoys of
the Seventeenth,* mutineers, were sent into me
from Sehwan. Within an hour I had hanged them
both. "I enclose copy of court-martial, that your

lordship may understand how I act. It is vile, dirty,

unsoldierly work; but at the present moment I
should hang or shoot my own brother under similar
circumstances. My party with the treasure have
escaped with honour, for they retired by word of
command from Captain Palliser, when overpowered
by eight hundred Sepoys and gaol-birds, and three
guns. They escorted the officers to Benares, and

Holmes’s act; I presume, there-
fore, that he must have leaped has-
tily to the conclusion that silence
gave consent. I believe that the Go-
vernor-General only wrote one letter
to him—the one referred to above—
in which he cautioned him against
going beyond the authority already
given to him. In that letter (May
30th) the Governor-General did not
request Major Holmes to write to

bim directly. He merely in reply to
that officer wrote, “ I shall be glad
to hear further from you, especially
on matters within your own obser-
vation. I cannot undertake,” he
added, “to answer your letters, for
I have no time for writing.”—MS§.
Correa?oudence.

® This was the Azimgurh regi-
ment. Seoc anfe, vol.ii. p. 213, ¢
seq.
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returned to their post at Goruckpore in good order.”
And so letter after letter was written—now to the
Governor-General, now to the Commissioner, all in
the same confident strain—the fearless utterances of
a strong, bold man, who believed that all things
would yield to the force of his own resolute will.

But those were days when appearances were most
delusive, and the most reasonable hopes were often
doomed to bitter disappointment. One evening
Major Holmes was taking his accustomed drive, ac-
companied by his wife. The lady had once been
known as Dinah Sale, and afterwards as the wife of
Sturt the Engineer.* She had survived the horrors
of the retreat from Caubul, which had made her a
widow, and had become the wife of another brave
man, to confront greater dangers than those which
she had escaped. Neither thought so at that moment ;
for they believed that, though all else might be false,
Holmes’s troopers were as true as steel. Butsuddenly
the truth was revealed to them. A party of Sowars
rode up and fell upon them with their sabres. . The
butchery was brief but effectual. I cannot give the
details of it. But a little time after the murder,
Mrs. Holmes's Native ayah (or tire-woman) went to
the spot where the crime had been committed and
saw the bodies of her master and mistress. The
corpses of both were headless. The troopers, in
whose devotion he had trusted to the last, had deca-
pitated their late commander, and carried off his
head as a trophy and a witness to their comrades.
The lady’s head lay still there; and the ayah bent
reverently over it, lifted the streaming hair, rich and

* Daughter of Sir Robert Sale— Sale, who gave us 8o vivid an ac-
distinguished in the Afghan and count of the former in her published
Sikh wars—-and of the heroic Lady journal,
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beautiful in its abundance, and cut it off, as a me-  1857.
morial to be cherished by those who had loved her.*  Julr.
Meanwhile, a party of troopers had completed the

work thus begun by murdering the other Europeans

st Segowlie. Dr. and Mrs. Garner were sitting in

their bungalow, when the Sowars rushed in upon

them and cut them down, with one of their two
children.t The other, a little girl, escaped from the

house, and was rescued by a Native functionary.

The house was then fired, and the bodies of the
doctor’s family were burnt. Mr. Bennett, the Deputy-
Postmaster, also fell a victim to the fury of the
troopers. The great body of the regiment broke out

into open mutiny of the worst kind; but some scat-

tered branches stood fast, and a detachment of them

did good service under Captain Johnson in the sub-
sequent operations in Oude.

In the mean time, what had been done at Dinapore Proceedings
to compensate for the first great failure? The muti. 2 Dinapore.
nous Sepoys had been suffered to escape towards the
most dangerous district of the whole great province
of Behar. At first it was thought that their flight
to Shahabad might be arrested by the difficulty of
crossing the Soane, as what were called “ precautions”
had been taken to have all the available boats re-
moved to the other side of the river. Butthough this
wise project had been conceived, the right man had
not been found to accomplish it ; and so the surging
insurrection met with no check, and the flood poured
on uninterruptedly. On the 26th, a feeble and un-
successful effort was made to send a detachment of
riflemen on board a steam-boat after the fugitives;

* The bodies were afterwards  + Dr. Garner was, I believe, a re-
carried into Matchuree by the police, lative of Major Holmes, whose name
2 was also that of Mr, Bennett. was James er Holmes.



1857.
July 27.

108 TIHE INSURRECTION IN BEHAR.

but it came back, having accomplished nothing.*
Another effort was then made with equal want of
success. On the 27th, a steamer with a detachment
of the Thirty-seventh was again despatched towards
the Soane, with intention to land our men at a point
some nine miles from Arrah, and “to bring away the
civilians there besieged.” This vessel did not return
to Dinapore, but it stuck fast upon a sand-bank, not
without suspicion of foul play on the part of a Native
pilot. General Lloyd would then have recalled the
detachment. But against this the Commissioner had
protested, and had urged, on the other hand, the ex-
pediency of despatching another steamer with a
strong reinforcement to pick up the stranded vessel,
and then for the united force to march upon Arrah.
Another steamer had come in, most opportunely,
from Allahabad. It was full of passengers escaping
to Calcutta. That this vessel should be turned, for
present purposes, into a troop-ship, and that the Dina-
pore Protestant Church should be converted into a-
great caravanserai during the employment of the
vessel on this special duty, was then determined by
the military authorities, and arrangements were made
to give effect to the design. ' :

The departure of this third body of English troops
was to have taken place at daybreak on the 29th;

% The following is taken from Earty of Europeans, they would pro-
General Lloyd’s letter to his bro- bably not have been of much use.

ther, to which reference has already
been made: ‘It is, perhaps, to be
regretted that some (English troops)
were not sent that night or next
morning, but only a small party in
comparison to the strength of the
mutineers could have been detached
—no guns could have gone, and as
the mutinecrs avoided the road and
kept to the fields, where they could
scarcelybave been followed bya small

However, as the readiest means ot
following them to prevent them
crossing the Soane, I uext day (the
26th) sent off some riflemen in a
steamer up that river, expecting that
at this season there would lave beer
sufficient water—but unfortunatel

the steamer could not get up high
enough, and returned in the evening
without having eflected anything.”
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but when the men of the Tenth had been marched
down to the river-side, it was found that the steamer
was full of sleeping passengers, and the captain was
reluctant to disturb them.®* Then it was discovered
that the steamer could not take so large a number of
men, as it was designed that she should also take in
tow the boat that was stranded with the detachment
of the Thirty-seventh.}f So one-half of the men of
the Tenth were sent back to their barracks, and
Colonel Fenwick, who was to have commanded, made
over the charge to Captain Dunbar. A hundred and
fifty Europeans were thus embarked ; and with them
went some seventy Sikhs under Lieutenant Ingleby
—a spirited young officer of one of the revolted regi-

ments, who had volunteered for this service.
And there were other volunteers. On the 29th,
the Commissioner was at Dinapore supporting on

& Mr. Tayler’s statement on this
subject is too distinct and detailed
wot to be given in illustration of the
narrative in the text: * Colonel
Fenwick appealed to the General for
anthority to have the sleepers turned
out, which was promptly given ; the
word was passu}) on to the non-com-
missioned officers, and from them to
some of the privates. In another
minute, it was discovered that the
steamer could not tow her own flat
as well as that or the Horsagulla,
which it was arranged she was to
take on, and consequently only half
the force told off could go. Colonel
Fenwick retired in disgust, and the
command was delegated to Captain
Dunbar. From that mioment all
was confusion. No progress was

no one took upon himself
to disturb the happy sleepers. As
Civil Commissioner, I had no au-
thority in matters purely military,
but I could not qute refrain from
interference. I saw the man, appa-
rently a sergeant, to whom the order
for turning out the passengers was

given, but who, after Colonel Fen.
wick’s departure, had done nothing
in the matter. I went up to him
and suggested that if he would send
three or four hard-hearted men to
turn the passengers out, ‘neck and
crop,” if necessary, it would be a
beneficial move, and they would
never get off if he didn’t; he had
just said, ‘All right, sir with
much alacrity, and was telling off
the men to set to work, when some-
body called out to bhim, Hallo!
you may knock off, you’re not to
go!” The man, a splendid specimen
of a soldier, turned short off, mut-
tering, and, with several others,
went away in no good humour.
Several kours elapsed before the final
start was made, and the steamer did
not, get clear away till ahout halfe
past nine !’—7The Patna Crisis.

t It should be explained to the
English reader that what is com-
monly described as a “steamer”
consists of a flat, or large pinnace,
with good accommodation, towed by
a steam-vessel.

1857.
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the spot his protests in favour of a forward move-
ment.* Mr. M‘Donell, the Magistrate of Chuprah
and Mr. Ross Mangles, Assistant to the Patna Com-
missioner, went with him. Both were eager to ac-
company any force that might be despatched to the
relief of Arrah. For such men there was great
attraction in the enterprise; firstly, for love of a
friend, who was in peril there; secondly, out of that
strong love of action and adventure, that irrepres-
sible ardour of generous youth, which will not suffer
it to be quiescent when danger is to be faced and
work to be done. With the means already at the
disposal of the military authorities, and fresh rein-
forcements- continually coming up the river, what
could be looked for but a successful—a glorious cru-
sade? But these well-founded expectations were most
delusive. Human calculations were as nothing in
this emergency. The energy, the sagacity, the fer-
tility of resource, which Englishmen were now dis-
playing in many parts of the country, were wanting
at Dinapore, as they had before been wanting at
Meerut. Not only did misfortune track our steps,
but grievous incapacity obstructed us at every stage.
How it happened that Dunbar was selected for the
command of such an expedition it is not easy to
conjecture. General Lloyd did not hesitate to de-
clare his opinion that the leader of this expedition
was chosen by his commanding officer on account of
his incompetency.t He had been a regimental pay-

was Enided to it, as to other very
valuable references, by Mr. Mont-
gomer{ Martin’s work. It is ob-
servable, however, that that pains-
taking writer, by a clerical or typo-

® Mr. Tayler says that he went
to Dinapore on the evening of the
29th, which must be a mistake, as
he was obviously there on the morn-
ing of the 29th, when Dunbar’s de-

tachment embarked. The date should
be the 28th.

1 General Lloyd’s letter will be
found complete in the Appendix. I

graphical error, makes it appear that
the General hinted that Colonel Fen-
wick was “unaware” of Dunbar’s
incompetence. The word is * aware. *
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master, and he had but scant knowledge of military  1857.
operations in the field. But he took the work upon July 2.
him readily as a brave man, and went forth to his

doom. .

About half-past nine, the vessel put off amidst Dunbar's ex-
cheers from the river-bank. *The gallant appearance Pdito™
of the men,” wrote one who watched their departure,

“the eager countenances of the officers, the anticipa-
tion of certain success in the enterprise, gave the ex-
pedition a character of bright and buoyant hopeful-
ness”™ But a terrible sentence was written down
against it. Xt appeared as though nothing prosperous
could ever come out of Dinapore. At every stage
there was mismanagement of the worst type. The
men embarked hungry; and hungry they were suf-
fered to remain. There was abundance on board, but
neither food nor drink was served out to them; and .
when some hours after noon, having picked up the
stranded vessel, and obtained the assistance of some
roomy country boats,t they disembarked at the nearcst
point to Arrah, they went fasting and feeble on a
gervice which demanded all the spirit and strength
that could be imparted to them by generous internal
stimulants. They had a long march before them, and
nothing was to be obtained on the way.

It was about seven o'clock before the whole of the
troops were landed. The early moon was shining
brightly, and, aided by it, Dunbar made his military
dispositions, and, having secured a guide, marched on
with the Sikh detachment in front. At a distance of
two or three miles from their destination, they came

* Tavler’s “Patna Crisis.” left the stcamer and embarked in
t Mr. Trevelyan says: It was some large boats, in which they fol-
the height of the rainy season, lowed the course of a nullab, which
and much of the country was under brought them some miles nearer

water.  Accordingly, on arriving their point.”
nearly opposite Arrah, the troops
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upon a bridge which seemed well suited for a halting-
place. Here the leader of the expedition was recom-
mended to serve out some rum and biscuits to the
troops, and to bivouac for the night. But Dunbar
determined to push on to Arrah. The moon was now
waning, and, before midnight, darkness closed upon
the advancing force. The Sikh skirmishers had been
drawn in, and our people were moving forward, un-
suspicious of the presence of an enemy, when, in the
vicinity of a dense mango-grove, a tremendous fire
was opened upon them. They were then marching
on a raised causeway terribly exposed; whilst their
assailants were concealed by thcir leafy shelter;
so none knew how to return the fire. The white
uniforms of the Europeans were seen through the
darkness of the night, but the dusky Sepoys in
undress, little short of nakedness, could not be dis-
cerned among the trees. It was plain now that our
people had been drawn into an ambuscade. And it
was a fatal one to our relieving force. Officers and
men fell fast beneath the fire of the concealed enemy.
One of the first to receive his death-wound was the
commander of the expedition. If Dunbar had erred,
he paid dearly for the error. He was never scen alive -
after this first discharge.

From the front of our column, from the right
flank, from the left flank, came through the darkness,
with fatal effect, the heavy shower of musket-balls.
What the strength of the enemy was at that point
it is hard to say.* But it was plain to our people
that they were surrounded by a multitude of Sepoys,

® Some statements fix thenumber former amount. There were un-
at two thousand—others at three questionably, however, in Shakabad
thousand or even five thousand. It at this time many men from other
is obvious that if only the Dinapore revolted regiments, and many Sepoys
regiments were there, the number on furlough.
could not much have exceeded the
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and that their ranks were being rapidly thinned. 1857.
The sudden attack, followed by the fall of their Jur-
leader, had thrown them into confusion, and, strag-
gling as they were, they could not return the enemy’s
fire, in the darkness, without imminent risk of shoot-
ing down their own comrades. After a time, how-
ever, they rallied, and were got together by the
bugle-call in an enclosed field, at some little distance
from the grove, where they found shelter in a hollow,*
and there they might have lain in comparative safety
if our men could have been restrained from firing ;
but the occasional crack of our rifles revealed our
position, and brought back bullets with destructive
interest.+ Thus the night passed miserably with our
people, hungering for the dawn. But daylight
brought no relief to their sufferings—no confidence
to our afflicted people. There were those who coun-
selled the prosecution of the march to Arrah; but a
retrograde movement was determined upon, in utter
despondency of heart.

A disastrous retreat was now to be commenced by Tye retreat.
the survivors of this luckless expedition. Fatigued
and famished, and sore at heart, for the grievous
necessity of leaving the wounded behind them was
theirs, they set their faces again towards the river.
That morning’s march will never be forgotten by the
few who live to think of it. As they went, it seemed
to them that the enemy were ubiquitous—that they
started up on every side; from copses and coverts of
all kinds, from walled enclosures and mud villages,
from hollows and ditches and the roofs of houses,

* Mr. Trevelyan describes it as Native Infantry, a volunteer, was
an empty tank, which is confirmed standing up behind the hedge; he

Mr. M‘Donell, in a narrative pub- was shot through the lleag, and
lished in the Zimes. jumped up like a buck—of course

t “ Young Anderson, a very nice killed on the spot.” — M'Donell’s
young fellow of the Twenty-second Narrative.

YOL. III. I
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came with destructive activity the fire of the in-
surgents. Against it our people, if far less exhausted
and dispirited, could have done little or mothing.
For when they formed and fired, as they sometimes
did, there was no enemy to be seen ; the aim of our
people was directed only towards the puffs of smoke
which indicated the position whence the fire had
come, and every rebel volley was followed by a rapid
retirement of the enemy. But these efforts soon
ceased. Our retreat became a rout. Men thought of
little but their own lives. All things were against
them but one. As our men dropped by the wayside,
the ammunition of their assailants was running short.
This was a great deliverance. But for it, scarcely a
man would have escaped.

As it was, only a wretched remnant of the party
that, flushed with the thought of victory, had left
Dinapore on that July morning, returned to the
nullah which they had crossed by the light of the
rising moon. Happily the boats were still there, on
the left bank, as we had left them. But the sight of
them, presenting, as they seemed to do, the means of
escape, extinguished the little discipline that was left
in the retreating force. There was a scene of wild
confusion—of crowding and huddling—at the ghaut,
each man seeking his own safety, and. with a few
bright exceptions, caring but little for his fellow-men.
It was not strange, for the enemy were upon them —
firing upon the fugitives from all sides, and striving
hard to burn or to sink the boats. In this they were
only too successful. Some of our people were shot ;
some were burnt ; some were drowned. The commands

-and entreaties of their officers were of no avail. Many

threw away their arms and accoutrements—some
stripped themselves to the skin, and flung themselves
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into the water. Itisstated that the last man to leave
the shore was Lieutenant Ingelby, who had volun-
teered to lead the Sikhs to Arrah. He stepped into a
burning boat, as it was putting off, and cre it was
half-way across the stream, the flames had so spread
that all on board were compelled to take to the water.
Ingelby was struck on the neck by a musket-ball and
went down ; but rising again to the surface, he threw
up his arms, cried aloud, “Good-bye, Grenadiers!”
and sunk—never to be seen alive again.

Those, who reached the opposite bank of the
nullah, were now safe. The steamer and flat were

soon gained ; and back the diminished party went to

the cantonment of Dinapore. Our people there had
looked anxiously for their coming—eager to welcome
the victors and to congratulate the rescued—never
doubting that there would be a great ovation; and
now as the vessel appeared in sight, the inmates of the
Barracks went out, men and women, to the river-side,
straining eyes and ears to catch a sight of the crowded
deck and the sound of triumphant exultation proclaim-
ing the success of the expedition. But not a shout was
heard as she steamed on; and there was little sign
of life on board. All indeed was ominously quiet.
People asked each other what it meant. But when
the vessel came-to beside the Hospital, there was no
need for further questioning. The silence was the
silence of disaster and death. The whole sad story
was soon known; and then there was such a wail
from the women as those who heard it can never
cease to rcmember. Some beat their breasts and
tore their hair in the wild excitement of their grief,
and called down the judgment of God on the
authors of this great calamity. It is said that if
General Lloyd had appeared amongst them at that
12

1857.
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moment, they would have torn him to pieces. Of
the four hundred men who had gone out on the day
before, full of health and hope, one-half had been
left behind to gorge the vultures and the jackals,
and of those who returned only about fifty were un-
wounded.* .

But disastrous as was the retreat, it was not all
disgraceful. There will always be acts of individual
heroism when Englishmen go out to battle. It may
be a soldier, or it may be a civilian, in whom the
irrepressible warrior-instinct manifests itself in some
act of conspicuous gallantry and devotion—but it is
sure never to be wanting. In those days well-nigh
every man was more or less a soldier; and there
were few better soldiers than the members of the
Bengal Civil Establishment. The traditions of the
old Indian Service gave them a pride in their pro-
fession, and they held that nothing was incompatible
with its duties that tended to maintain the honour
and security of the Anglo-Indian Empire. Accus-
tomed, in most instances, from boyhood upwards, to
the use of fire-arms, with firm seats in the saddle, and
often mighty hunters of the boar and the tiger,
rejoicing in the perilous excitement of such sport,
these men, especially in the earlier stages of their
career, were well braced up for vigorous action, and
had little to learn to fit them for the front of the
battle. From the days when Charles Metcalfe headed
the attack at Deeg, and Mountstuart Elphinstone
rode side by side with the Wellington of the future at
Assaye, the Indian Civil Service had been fertile
in heroes. But never before the convulsions of 1857
had the martial energies of our civilians been so

* The official return says: 2 cap- 112 privates killed; 1 lieutenant, 2

tains, 2 lieutenants, 3 ensigns, 3 ser- ensigns, 3 sergea.nts 3 corporals,
geants, 10 oorporals, rummers, drummers, and 49 privates wounded
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largely reduced ; never had the pen so often been
laid aside for the sword or the rifle. It has been
already shown in these volumes how George Ricketts
fought the Nabha guns on the bank of the Sutlej,
how John Mackillop kept the well at Cawnpore, and
how other soldierly deeds were done by men whose
cutcherries were closed and whose judgment-seats
were empty. And many more such stories will be
told as the narrative proceeds. Two at least lighten
up the record of the retreat from Arrah. They have
been told before and better than I can tell them. But
this History would be incomplete without the recital.

I have said that with Dunbar’s relieving force
went Mr. M‘Donell and Mr. Ross Mangles, of the
Civil Service. They did excellent service on the
way. The local knowledge of the former enabled
him to act as a guide, and the rifles of both were in
constant requisition. In the first attack on our
columns, Mangles had been stunned by a musket-ball,
but he soon recovered himself, and was helping the
surgeon who accompanied the force to bind up the
wounds of his comrades, or carrying water to them
in their agony. When morning dawned he shoul-
dered his piece and stepped on with the rest towards
the nullah, resolute to sell his life dearly. In the
flower of his youth, a man of a fine presence, with a
long stride and a firm hand on his two-barrel, our
men looked to.him, in the morning light, as to one
who, though without official command, had natural
‘right to be obeyed ; and he did much good service as
he went by his animating influence upon others and
by his own personal prowess.* Though by reason of

% Mr. Trevelyan says that “he he was a noted shikaree, a dead
succeeded in keepingtogether asmall hand at bear and antelope, the
knot of men, who supplied him with Sepoys thought proper to keep their
a succession of loaded muskets. As distance.”
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his stature a conspicuous mark for the enemy, and
“though dozens of poor fellows,” as he wrote after-
wards, “were knocked over close to him,” by the
blessing of God he escaped unharmed. He escaped
to do a noble deed. A soldier of the Thirty-seventh,
who had been struck down and was left helpless on
the ground, where he would presently have been
murdered by the Sepoys, implored the young civilian
not to desert him. So amidst a destructive fire of
musketry, Ross Mangles the Younger halted and knelt
down, bound up the man’s wounds, hoisted him on
his back, and strode on with his burden. He had
fasted for twenty-four hours; he had watched for
forty-eight; but notwithstanding this want of food
and rest, he declared afterwards that he had ‘“never
felt so strong in his life.” And well was it that the
invigorating sense of a great duty so sustained him.
For the man whom he bore was as big as himself,
and the encmy were close upon his track. Com-
pelled, now and then, to lay his burden down, he
stood over the wounded man, and if opportunity
offered, turned the interval of rest to account b
taking a shot at the insurgents. And the good God
watched over this deed of mercy and love ; for young
Mangles carried the wounded soldier, over rough and
swampy ground, for a space of six miles, till he
reached the nullah; and then swimming out and
holding up the helpless man in the water, he reached
a boat, laid his charge safely in it, and soon had the
delight of secing him in good hands at the hospital
of Dinapore, with leisure to thank God and his pre-
server for his almost miraculous deliverance.*

* The man’s name was Richard to England. This story has a re
Taylor. He was not dismissed from markable sequel. It was the first
hospital till the 19th of November, deed of the kind that cventually
and he was then invalided and sent solved the question as to whether
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Differing in kind, but not in degree, from this
heroic exploit, was another act of daring self-devotion
done by Mr. M‘Donell, of the same service. It was
in no small measure owing to his representations and
to his offer to act as a guide to the relieving force,
for he knew the country well, that General Lloyd
consented to send the European detachment into
Shahabad. Always in the front, always in the thick
of the battle, he did excellent service, as I have
said before, on the march. Many a mutineer sunk
beneath the fire of his rifle. He was beside Dunbar
when he fell, and was sprinkled with the life-blood of
the luckless leader. Wounded himself, he still fought

on gallantly during the

civilians could share with their mili-
tary brethren the honour of the
Victoria Cross. Those were days
when, in the all-prevailing excite-
ment, heroic acts were often over-
Jooked at the time. And it was not
until the lapse of more than a year
that official notice was taken of this
bonourable incident ; and then it was
brought to the attention of Lord
Canning by Sir James Outram. Both
were men, who, courageous them-
selves, had a keen appreciation of
courage in others, and never neg-
lected an opportunity of recording
their admirmg approval. It was
not before the summer of 1858 that
Outram was made acquainted with
the exploit above narrated. It had
been his first thought to recommend
young Mangles for the Victoria
Cross. But meanwhile another gal-
lant deed, done by an uncovenanted
civilian in Qude (hereafter to be
recorded), had been recommended
for this reward, and the decision
was that members of the military
and naval servioes alone were en-
titled to this distinction. Believin,

this tobe final, the Governor-General,
on receipt of Outram’s letter, wrote
a letter to the Home Government,

retreat, and reached the

forwarding it for their information,
and emphatically indorsing its con-
tents. The letter adds, ¢ The modesty
which bas allowed the event to re-
main unknown to those in authority
until after the lapse of a twelve-
month it was brought to light by
the journal of a surgeon recording
the gratitude of the wounded soldier,
is not the least remarkable feature in
the story.”
also to the younger Mangles saying,

-“Jt is a satisfaction to me to te

you with what pleasure I have done
this ; but the pleasure would have
been greater if (as ought to have
been the case) my official letter
could have been addressed to your
father.” Mr. Ross les the
Elder had vacated the Chair of the
Court of Directors in April, 1858,
and had been succeeded by Sir Fre-
derick Currie. The whole question
of the claim of civilians to the Vie-
toria Cross was afterwards with
reference to this and the Oude case
(Mr. Kavanagh’s) finally decided in
favour of the claim of soldier-civi-
lians—and I feel that there was not
a soldier in the service who did not

rejoice in the withdrawal of the invi..

dious distinction.

Lord Canning wrote'
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nullah with a stiffened limb, but with no abatement
of vigorous courage. There, having done his best
to assist others more helpless than himself, he entered
the last of the boats; and deliverance seemed to be
at hand. But the insurgents had taken away the
oars and had lashed the rudder, and though the
breeze was favourable for the escape of our people,
the current carried the boat back to the river-bank,
and fast and furious came the shower of musket-balls
from the pieces of the enemy. The boats were the
large covered boats—the ¢ floating haystacks"—of
the country, which afforded excellent shelter to those
who huddled together beneath the clumsy thatch.
There were thirty-five European soldiers on board
the boat; and M‘Donell, seeing the difficulty and
danger which the impossibility of steering the vessel
brought upon them, called upon the men to cut the
lashings of the rudder. But no man stirred. So
MDonell went out from the shelter, and climbing
on to the roof of the boat, perched himself on the
rudder and cut the lashings, amidst a very storm of
bullets from the contiguous bank. It was truly a
providential deliverance that he escaped instant
death. Coolly and steadily he went about his peril-
ous work, and though some balls passed through
his hat, not one did him any harm. Thus the rudder
was loosened, the boat answered to the helm, and by
M‘Donell’s gallant act the crew were saved from cer-
tain destruction. The good deed was not forgotten.
It afterwards earned for the noble-hearted civilian the
crowning glory of the Victoria Cross.*

* The following is the official ac-
count of the exploit as given by
Captain J. W, Medhurst, of the
Sixtieth Rifles, previously of the
Tenth Foot: “On the ill-fated ex-

pedition retiring from Arrah on the
morning of the 30th July, 1857, and
on arriving at the village and stream
of Bherara, as is wel?eknown, the
men, exhausted and dispirited, broke
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Nor was heroism of this best kind confined to our
officers in high position, whose exploits are ever sure
to find chroniclers, whilst the doings of humbler men
are often obscured at the time, or afterwards for-
gotten. In the ranks of our luckless army, beaten as
they were, driven back disastrously to their boats,
by an enemy whom a little while before they had
despised, were some stout-hearted English soldiers,
who, in the midst of that confused flight for life,
could think of the sufferings of their wounded com-
rades, and pause to aid them amidst the thickest fire
of the enemy. Among the officers shot down during
the retreat was Ensign Erskine, of the Tenth Foot, a
good soldier, who had risen from the ranks. As he
lay there in his helplessness, to be bayoneted or
brained by. the Sepoys, two men of the Tenth espied
him and carried him off, thus encumbering them-
selves at the risk of their own lives. Erskine died,
but one at least of these true noblemen survived to
receive the honour for which some of the greatest

and made for the only six large

- eonntrL:pats moored close to the

right k. After assisting some
wounded men into the furthest boat,
and being myself pulled in, T saw
that Mr. M‘Donell, who was one of
our number, was exerting himself
with a sergeant to move the boat
into the stream. It being discovered
that the boat was bound to the bank,
one or two men jumped out and
loosened the rope, and the boat
moved. Assisted by the less ex-
hausted of my party, I was keeping
up a fire of Entields on the enemy,
whose musketry was very galling.
Whilst so employed, I heard Mr.
M‘Danell call out for a knife to cut
away some rope which bound the
rudder to the right, causing the
lumbering boat to veer round into
the right shore again, and for a time

causing it to stick fast. On looking
round I saw him seated on the stern
extremity of the boat in full view of
the enemy, and quite exposed to
their fire. He cut away the men-
tioned rope, and guiding the rudder
himself, a fortunate breeze carried
our boat across the stream, ground-
ing at about ten yards from the left
bank, whereby all those who were
alive were enabled to jump out and
reach the steamer in safety. The
number of men thus saved was about
thirty-five; and during the passage
across three men were shot dead,
one was mortally, and two or three
slightllyl, wounded. I may safely as-
sert that it was owing to Mr.
M‘Donell’s presence of mind, and at
his personal risk, that our’ boat got
across on that day.”

1857.
July 30.



1867.
July 30.

122 THE INSURRECTION IN BEHAR.

captains of the age would have willingly surrendered
their crosses and collars. For this and other subse-
quent acts of valour, Dennis Dempsey, of the Tenth
Foot, was decorated with the Victoria Cross.*

One more episode of this Dinapore mutiny must
be narrated. I wish that it were as honourable to the
national character as those which have preceded it in
the record. It happened that amidst the almost gene-
ral defection of the Native troops at Dinapore, a few
Sepoys of the Fortieth Regiment were found true to
their colours. When their comrades had deserted they
remained at their post—doubtless believing that their
loyalty would be respected. But it appears that the
fact of their fidelity—the truth that these few men had
remained “faithful among the faithless”—sufficed not
to countervail the other patent fact that these people
had dark skins. So, when this little residue of loyal
Sepoys, having been burnt out of their huts, were
gathered together beneath a tent, or some other tem-
porary shelter, it befel that under cover of the night
a party of European soldiers rushed suddenly upon
them with fixed bayonets and thrust out among
them, striving to kill as many as they could. What
the actual result was in killed and wounded it is not
easy to ascertain. From authority which it would

® The following is the official
record of the cumulative services
which obtained for Dennis Dempsey
the Victoria Cross : * Private Denris
Dempsey, Tenth Regiment : for
having, at Lucknow, on the 14th of
March, 1858, earried a powder-bag
through a burning village with great
coolness and gallantry, for the pur-
pose of mining a passage in rear of
the enemy’s position. This ke did
exposed to a very heavy fire from
the enemy behind loopholed walls,
and to an almost still greater danger
from the sparks which flew in every

direction from the blazing houses.
Also for having been the first man
who entered the village of Jugdes-
pore on the 12th of August, 1857,
under a most galling fire. Private
Dempsey was likewise one of those
who helped to carry Ensign Erskine,
of the Tenth Regiment, in the re-
treat from Arrah in July, 1857.”
The chronological arrangement of
these incidents favours the supposi-
tion that, in the mind of the com-
piler, History should be read back-

wards.
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be almost presumption to question, I learn that none
were killed by the onslaught. Bayonet-wounds. are
seldom mortal. But this matters not. The intent
to kill was palpable; and it was a brutal and das-
tardly act. By reason of their own inactivity, or
the ineptitude of their officers, these British soldiers,
having suffered our enemies to escape, disgraced their
uniform and stained their manhood by quietly bayo-
neting our sleeping friends, because they were of the
same colour as the people who had baffled them.*

* ] have been informed, siuce the
above was written, that the
men of the Tenth were not moved to
this act solely by their resentment at
the thought that the mutineers had
escaped. They had a personal wrong
to revenge, for not long before some
men of the regiment, having come
upon a party of Sepoys sitting in con-

sultation one mnight, under cover of
the darkness, had been brutally as-
saulted by their Native comrades,

and I believe that one of the Euro- .

peans was killed. This may not give
a much fairer complexion to the
story ; but it imparts a more intel-
ligible meaning to the act.

1857.
July 30.
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CHAPTER IIIL

THE ENGLISH AT ARRAH—FORTIFICATION OF BOYLE'S HOUSE—APPEARANCE
OF THE MUTINEERS—PROSECUTION OF THE SIEGE—GALLANT DEFENCE BY
THE GARRISON — MAJOR VINCENT EYRE — IMPROVISATION OF A FIELD
PORCE—DEFEAT OF THE ENEMY—RELIEF OF ARRAH—FLIGHT OF KOWER
SINGH—DESTRUCTION OF JUGDESPORE.

1857. MeaswaILE the little party of English residents
July.  at Arrah was holding out, against tremendous odds,
E;higg‘"’h with a stern resolution worthy of Sparta in her
prime. Anything more hopeless, on the face of the
enterprise, than an attempt to defend a house or a
cluster of houses against some two thousand Sepoys

and a multitude of armed insurgents, perhaps four

times the number of the disciplined soldiery, could

not well be conceived. The almost absolute certainty

of destruction was such that a retreat under cover

of the night would not have been discreditable.
Reason suggested it. Nay, indeed, such was the

value of European life at that time, that what are

called the “claims of the public service” were all in

favour of what seemed to be the safer course. But

the European residents at Arrah had other thoughts

of their duty to the State. There were about a

dozen Englishmen, official and non-official, and three

or four other Christians of different races. Already

the women and children had been sent away to
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places of comparative safety, and some few of the 1857
male sex had departed in expectation of a coming July:
erisis in Shahabad. So what was left was of the

best stuff of muscular Christianity, and there was
nothing of a feebler kind to cling to its skirts and
encumber it.  Still it was so very little in bulk, and

so weak in physical power of resistance, that self-pre-
servation would have been impossible, but for a

happy circumstance which amplified and strengthened

the little garrison in the hour of its need. Commis-

sioner Tayler had despatched to Arrah a party of

fifty Sikhs, of whose fidelity he had no doubt. At

such a time, indeed, the Grunth was the next best

thing to the Bible. There were fifty good fighting

men cherishing no sympathy with Poorbeahs of any

kind, and plenty of honest pluck under English

leaders to make a vigorous defence against any odds.

So it was resolved that there should be no flight, but

that the issue should depend upon the arbitrament

of hard fighting.

The centre of defence had been wisely chosen. Porlification
The works of the East Indian Railway were then in gf Boyles
course of construction, and at the head of the staff
so employed in the neighbourhood of Arrah was Mr.

Vicars Boyle, a gentleman who with the best know-
ledge of the civil engineer combined some acquaint-
ance with military science, especially in the service-
able branch of fortification. The premises which
Boyle occupied contained two houses.* The smaller
one—a two-storied building with a flat roof—ap-
peared to him to be best suited for purposes of de-

* In the old days of English mentary building, to be used as a
hospitality in India it was a common guest-house. In this instance the
practice to erect within the * com- Erincipal apartment had been used,

pound,” or premises of the general before Mr. Boyle’s time, as a billiard-
dwelling-house, a smaller supple- room.
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fence; and he had been for some time, in contem-
plation of the storm which had now burst, fortifying
and provisioning this structure. If they could hold
out for a few days—or it might be only a few hours
—against a sudden incursion of mutinous Sepoys
aided by the Budmashes of the place, all would be
well; for who could doubt that relief would speedily
arrive from Dinapore. So Boyle set to work and
brought in stores of flour, grain, biscuits, beer, and
other provender that would not spoil by keeping in
that July weather—with water enough to supply
seventy men for a fortnight. He got together, too,
as much ammunition as he could find; and by
building up the lower parts of the house, sufficient
loopholes being left, and ranging sand-bags on the
roof, he not only provided shelter for our people, but
the means of operating freely against an enemy out-
side the walls of his little fortress. Nor was this all.
Seeing that use might be made by the insurgents
of the other and larger house in the compound, some
fifty yards off, he had razed its front parapet, which
would have afforded shelter to our assailants and
aided their means of attack. When, therefore, news
came that the Dinapore regiments had broken into
rebellion and were streaming down upon Arrah,
these wise precautions and preparations had deter-
mined the Government officers not to desert their
post, but to hold out within the improvised fortifica-
tions so long as a pulse of life should heat in their
bodies. So they gathered themselves together in the
“chota ghur” in Mr. Boyle’s compound, and braced
themselves up to give a warm reception to the insur-
gents.

On the 27th of July, the bulk of the Dinapore
wutineers, after doing, on the way, as much damage
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as they could to all that belonged to the white men,
poured into Arrah, and did according to the autho-
rised Sepoy programme—they plundered the Trea-
sury and released the prisoners in the Gaol. Having
thus recruited themselves with the sinews of war and
the rough material of murder, they made for Boyle's
little fortress, the inmates of which seemed to them
like so many rats in a cage. But marching up with
a bold front, and maintaining a smart fire, as they
advanced, they met with such a welcome from the
British garrison as to check their confidence for a
while, and make them think that it would suit them
better to fight behind walls or trees. As the fore-
most men fell beneath the fire of our rifles or muskets
from the loopholed walls or from the well-sheltered
roof of the small house, the military order in which
the insurgents had advanced was broken up, and
they dissolved into scattered groups, looking lovingly
towards the big house or the trees which studded the
compound. And soon they had disposed themselves
in this safer manner, eschewing the open, and taking
up their head-quarters in or about Boyle's house.
But it happened that the smaller house had a com-
mand of fire over the larger, and whenever one of
the mutineers exposed himself for a moment, it was
fortunate for him if a bullet, from behind the sand-
bags on the roof, did not put an end to his teme-
rity.

It has been shown that there was not an English
military officer in the garrison; but never was a
most unequal defence more gallantly or more skil-
fally conducted. Herwald Wake, the Magistrate,
took command of the Sikhs, and they had confidence
in their leader, as he now had confidence in them.
And yet their fidelity was sorely tried. Since the

1857.
July.
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annexation of the Punjab to our British-Indian
Empire, there had been a considerable enlistment of
Sikhs into many of our Sepoy battalions, and in the
Dinapore regiments were some who had cast in their
lot with the Hindostanees. These men were now
used as decoys. They called upon their comrades
to join them; they offered large sums of moncy—
readily payable from the spoil of the Treasury—to
each Sikh soldier who would desert the English ; but
the answer returned went from the muszzles of our
rifles and carbines, and was more eloquent than the
best of words.

This hope having now departed from the besiegers,
they bethought themselves of new devices. Our
little fortress with its seventy fighting men might be
treated like a wasp’s nest: the garrison might be
smoked into torpor and death. So under cover of
the night our assailants brought together a large
quantity of combustibles, such as straw, and fagots,
and bamboos, and heaped them up under our walls.
Next morning these inflammable materials were
ignited, and on the burning pile were thrown all the
chillies—the raw material of cayenne pepper—that
could be culled from the gardens of Arrah, where
they were growing abundantly in aid of the savoury
dishes of both races. The pungency of the smoke so
raised was distressing to the besieged, and in time
they might have been suffocated by it; but, not for
the first time in our national history, a providential
wind arose and frustrated the knavish tricks of our
opponents. The peppery smoke was swept away,
before it had grievously affected our garrison; and
the only tangible result of the attempt was that the
remains of an adventurous insurgent, who had been
active in the creation of the bonfire that was to have
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smoked our garrison to death, were found charred
and calcined amidst its ashes. A bullet from our
little fortress had penetrated the pile and killed the
stoker in the midst of his work.

Another device was tried. It was not a dainty
one. The Sepoys may have heard of the use of
stink-pots. But it was not easy to make them; and
they thought that they could produce the same re-
sults in a simpler manner. The horses of Herwald
Wake and Vicars Boyle and others were at the
mercy of the enemy, if their masters were not; and
it occurred to the Sepoys that the English warriors
might be subdued by their own steeds. So they
shot the Arabs where they stood, hastily picketed,
and left their carcasses to rot under the walls of
our fortress.®* It was calculated that the delicate
sensibilities of the Sahib-logue could not hold out
against the effluvium of the putrefying horseflesh,
supplemented by a few corpses of Sepoys, who might
more materially aid the siege in death than in life.
It was, indeed, a very heavy trial of their powers of
endurance. Unfortunately, those useful scavengers,
the vultures and the jackals, who would soon have
left only bleached skeletons, as studies of compara-
tive anatomy for Dr. Hally, one of the garrison, were
scared away by the incessant firing from our rifles
and carbines and fowling-pieces, and compelled to
glut themselves on such carrion as they could find
at a distance. But again a favouring breeze sprung
up, and swept the foul stench away from the de-
fenders. And they fought on none the worse for
any of these devices.

The next tactical experiment was this. The sturdy

® The horses were shot at the commencement of the siege, after our
fiest brush with the enemy.
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veteran, Kower Singh, had dug up a couple of guns of
small calibre. To what extent the soil of India was
fertile with root-crops of this kind it is difficult to
ascertain ; but it is certain that, in many parts of the
country, arms of various kinds were hidden under-
ground, to be exhumed when occasion might require
them. So the old Rajpoot brought these buried
treasures to the surface. "It was said afterwards, as
a complaint against the Governor-General, who had
been slow to pass the Act restricting the sale of
arms, that these guns had been bought in Calcutta.
The truth of the matter is as I have stated it. It is
plain, indeed, that if, with malice prepense, there had
been a purchase of guns at the great Presidency city,
it would not have escaped the sagacity of Kower Singh
that guns are not of much use without ammunition.
But it happened at Arrah that the old Rajpoot having
dug up the guns, was sorely perplexed by want of
the means of loading them. Only a very few round
shot could be found, and these were soon exhausted.
But the Natives of India are an ingenious people.
Having occupied Mr. Boyle’s house, they were not
slow in turning its contents to account. Théy had
thrown up a battery in the compound, constructed
out of the most substantial bits of furniture to be
found in the sitting-rooms and bedrooms of the
Engineer, and behind this they had sheltered them-
selves whilst working their guns. But the happiest
thought of all was the discovery of implements of
offensive warfare in these articles of domestic utility.
Whatever metal could be found on Boyle’s furniture
was promptly converted into ammunition; and it
was no small source of merriment to him to find that
the enemy were firing into his fortress the castors of
his wife’s piano and his own easy-chair. But although
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the assailants did the best that they could with their
guns—soon to be supplied with more suitable am-
munition —and tried their effect from different
points, including the roof of the big house, they
could not bombard our people out of the fortress.
But there was an enemy more formidable than
the Sepoy battalions—more formidable than Kower
Singh and his followers. That enemy was Time. As
days passed and still no relief came, it was impossible
altogether to suppress the thought that the prospects
of the besieged were gloomy. They fought on stoutly
a8 before ; and they talked checrfully to one another;

but as they saw both their water and their ammuni-

tion running short, and there were no tidings of the
looked-for succours, even the bravest felt the gnaw-
ings of inward care. They had heard the firing on
the night and morning of Dunbar’s disaster, and had
rightly divined that the first attempt at relief had
failed. Speculation had been afterwards turned into
certainty by the arrival of a wounded Sikh soldier,
who had contrived to crawl to the walls of our for-
tress, and being received within them, told the sad
story of the repulse of our relieving force. It
seemed scarcely possible that they would be left to
their fate ; but no one could say what greater exi-
gencies elsewhere might prevent the timely assistance
which alone could save them.* Aid might come—
but too late. All they could look to with any cer-
tainty was their own audacious self-reliance—their
magnificent fertility of resource. If ball-cartridges
were scarce, could they not be manufactured? If
water failed them, could they not sink a well? So

* It should be stated that the to make their way to some ford on
garrison had determined, in the the river Soane. But this a cor-
event of succours not arriving before respondent describes to me as “a
the exlramstion of their provisions, forlorn chance.”
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some took to casting bullets, and some to boring the
earth for water. And soon the eyes of the Sikhs
were gladdened with the sight of the welcome sup-
plies. If every bullet had its billet, there would
have been cartridges enough of home manufacture to
erase the Dinapore regiments altogether ; and there
was good water at a depth of eighteen feet from
the surface, dug down from a chamber beneath the
house, to last out any possible length of siege. The
digging, too, had double uses. Earth was wanted
almost as much as water, for our defences were grow-
ing weaker under the fire of the enemy, and the soil
thus excavated was very serviceable for earthworks.
But there was still another difficulty to be encoun-
tered. Boyle had provisioned the garrison with
grain of all kinds. But Englishmen cannot work
day and night, for any length of time, upon rice and
chupatties. The want of the accustomed animal
food soon began to be severely felt. But how were
the needed supplies of butcher’s meat to be provided ?
Some sheep were still browsing about in the com-
pound, wondering why they did not get their wonted
allowances of grain to fatten them. But it would have
been certain death to our people to have gone out to
capture the animals, except under cover of the night,
when the enemy might not be on the alert. So a
nocturnal sortie was determined upon in aid of our
empty flesh-pots. The sally was as successful as could
have been desired. Four sheep, not much the worse
for recent limitation to pure pasturage, were brought
in amidst great rejoicing. Contemporary history is
silent as to the manner in which, in the absence of
butcherly experiences, the live animals were con-
verted into joints ; but we may be sure that this diffi-
culty was gallantly overcome like the rest, and that
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the roast mutton was none the worse for the absence
of any professional dissection of the carcass.

But the most formidable peril of all that threatened
the lives of the garrison was this. Having tried
every other means of expelling the English and their
allies from their little fortress, the enemy bethought
themselves of mining operations. There were signs
of this, too significant to be neglected. So again
Boyle’s engineering knowledge was brought vigor-
ously into work to frustrate the designs of the as-
sailants. If the enemy could mine, the besieged
could countermine. Rapidly and successfully the
work proceeded to its completion; and it was felt
that the safety of the fortress was secured. It was
subsequently proved that the suspected danger was
not imaginary. The enemy’s mine “had reached
our foundations, and a canvas tube, filled with gun-
powder, was lying handy to blow us up.”*

1857,
July.

And thus a week passed. The second Sunday Augusts.

came round. From their look-out places the de-
fenders could see, on that morning, that there was
unusual excitement among the people of Arrah.
Something evidently had happened, or was going to
happen, which might for good or for evil have an
important influence on the fate of the garrison.
There was unwonted commotion in the vicinity of
the town, ‘ whence crowds of people were hurrying
with carts, elephants, camels, and horses, laden with
plunder.”+ The fire of the enemy was not silent,
but it had somewhat slackened, and but few of the
besiegers were to be seen. Then as the day ad-

* Report of Mr. H. C. Wake. would have broken into our coun-
The writer, however, adds: “I do termine.”
not think they would have suc- + Account of the Siege of Arrabh,
cceded, for their powder was bad, written to illustratc Mr. Tayler's
aud another stroke of their pickaxe picture,
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vanced, the ears of the garrison were strained to
catch what scemed to be the sound of a distant can-
nonade, and they asked each other what was its
meaning. It might be the sound of a coming de-
liverance, or it might be a portent of greater danger.
They listened and listened; they watched and
watched; and, as the day advanced, all outward
interpretations seemed to be in favour of the be-
sieged. It was plain that the enemy were drawing
off —that they had other work in hand; that the
guns which had been heard were the guns of a re-
lieving force, and that the Sepoy regiments had gone
out to meet it. Before the sun had set the siege was
at an end. Next morning they welcomed their de-
liverers,

How the deliverance came to pass must now be
told. There was in the Company's Army an officer
named Vincent Eyre. He was a Brevet-Major of
Bengal Artillery in the prime of his life; but, though
as a subaltern he had come out of the disastrous war
in Afghanistan with a good reputation, both as a
soldier and as a military historian, and had subse-
quently been selected to organise and to command
the Artillery of the new Gwalior Contingent, the
fortunes of the service had given him nothing better
in 1857, on his return from a visit to England on
sick furlough, than a company of European gunners
with a horse field battery of six guns. With this he
had been sent into the obscurity of British Burmah
at the beginning of the year; but the convulsions in
Upper India called him and his battery away from
the outlying province, and he arrived off Calcutta in
the midst of the great panic of the 14th of June, and
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at once took the measure of the crisis. It was plain 1857
that there was work for him to do, and he was eager July 10-25.
to do it. Intelligence of fresh disasters, each more
grievous than the last, was coming in every day.

There was no military station at which Eyre, with his

sixty European gunners and his Light Field Battery,

would not have been a valuable accession to our
strength; but it was hard, amidst so many imploring

cries for help, to determine to which first to respond.

On the 10th of July the battery was embarked on a
river-flat, and was being tugged up the Ganges on its

way to Allahaba